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It's  opening  Day 


Millions  of  words  have  been  written;  millions  of 
prayers  have  been  offered;  thousands  of  letters  have 
been  written;  and  hundreds  of  predictions  have  been 
made.  The  opening  day  of  General  Conference  is  here 
and  you  will  write  an  important  chapter  in  the  history 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Over  12,000  groups  and  individuals  have  filed 
nearly  2,000  different  proposals.  Thousands  of  people 
have  engaged  in  prayer  and  fasting  for  the  conference. 
Hundreds  of  volunteers  have  spent  thousands  of  hours 
preparing  for  the  event.  And  1,617  pages  of  information 
have  been  prepared  for  you.  The  rest  is  in  your  hands. 

You  wil\  begin  the  day  by  greeting  old  friends  and 
meeting  people  with  whom  you  will  be  spending  day 
and  night  for  the  next  ten  days.  You  may  be  rejoicing  in 
your  seat  close  to  the  presiding  bishop  or  you  may  be 
wondering  how  the  chair  will  be  able  to  see  you  so  far 
back  in  the  auditorium.  Wherever  you  are  seated,  your 
vote  will  be  counted  and  your  voice  will  be  heard. 


r— -    ■       '                                       ..... 

Agenda  for  Tuesday,  May  2 

1:30p.m. 

Opening  worship  and  Holy  Communion 

2:45  p.m. 

Organization  of  the  conference 

Recognition  of  delegates,  affiliated 

autonomous  and  concordat  churches 

1 

4:30  p.m. 

1 
Organi7.ation  of  legislative  committees 

6:00  p.m. 

Traiiung  for  legislative  committee 

chairs  and  vice  chairs  (Room  R202) 

6:00  p.m. 

Training  for  legislative  committee 

1 

secretaries,  assistant  secretaries 

and  recorders  (Room  R205A) 

8:15  p.m. 

Episcopal  Address 

Soon  you  will  join  other  delegates  around  the 
Lord's  Table  as  a  reminder  of  the  one  in  whose  name 
you  gather.  This  celebration  will  be  followed  by  the 
official  opening  of  the  conference  when  Rules  of  Order 
and  the  Plan  of  Organization  wall  be  adopted. 

The  most  significant  proposed  change  calls  for  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT)  to  provide  a  full 
report  to  a  plenary  session  tomorrow  morning. 
Follovdng  this  presentation,  delegates  will  be  divided 
into  25  randomly  selected  non-legislative  groups  for  90 
minutes  of  reflection  and  dialogue  on  the  report.  Each 
group  vdll  have  a  recorder  and  those  people  will  later 
report  on  areas  of  consensus  and  dissent.  Petitions 
related  to  the  CPT  report  will  then  go  to  their  respective 
legislative  committees  for  action.  That  proposed 
process  will  be  one  of  the  first  agenda  items  to  be 
considered  on  opening  day. 

Later  today,  delegates  will  meet  in  ten  legislative 
committees  where  officers  wHl  be  elected.  Work  loads 
in  those  committees  will  vary  with  the  Faith  and  Order 
Committee  considering  348  p>etitions,  the  highest 
number,  followed  by  Financial  Admiriistration  with  210 
and  General/Judicial  with  192  petitions.  Newly  elected 
committee  officers  will  meet  for  training  during  the 
dinner  hour.  At  that  time,  the  officers  will  be  handed 
boxes  of  petitions  assigned  to  their  respective 
con\mittees.  Most  of  the  petitions  will  be  considered 
first  in  subcommittees  and  then  presented  for  action  by 
the  full  committee.  Each  committee  will  then 
recommend  to  a  plenary  session  concurrence, 
non-concurrence,  or  concurrence  as  amended. 
Committees  are  urged  to  give  priority  to  significant  and 
controversial  legislation  so  such  matters  may  be  printed 
as  soon  as  possible  for  action  by  the  plenary  session. 

The  evening  will  conclude  with  the  episcopal 
address,  to  be  delivered  by  Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of 
the  Manila  Episcopal  Area  in  the  Philippines. 

It's  opening  day.  Welcome  to  Cleveland. 

— /.  Richard  Peck 
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Day  Tours  for  General  Conference  Delegates 


Tuesday,  May  2 
Downtown  Walk 

See  downtown  Cleveland's  architectural  wonders. 
University  Circle/City 

Ride  Lolley  the  Trolley  for  a  guided  tour  of  the  city. 

Wednesday,  May  3 

West  Side  Market 

Take  a  taste  tour  of  Cleveland's  ethnic  market. 

West  Side  Community  House 

A  ministry  begun  by  Methodist  deaconesses,  the 
house  reaches  out  with  many  services  to  neighbors. 

Thursday,  May  4 
Holy  Cleveland — Steeples  and  Spires  Tour 

View  the  city's  diverse  houses  of  worship. 
Berea  Children's  Home  and  Family  Services 

U.S.  Methodism's  oldest  child-caring  agency. 

Friday,  May  5 

Cleveland  City  Mission 

This  88-year-old  mission  offers  youth  programs, 
shelter,  food,  clothing  and  other  ministries. 


Saturday,  May  6 
First  UMC  Homeless  Shelter 

For  women  and  children,  every  night  of  the  year. 

Monday,  May  8 
Lakeview  Cemetery  Historic  Area 

A  garden  monument  to  Cleveland's  history. 

Tuesday,  May  9 
Cleveland  Zoo  and  Rainforest 

Explore  the  habitats  on  foot  or  use  the  2too-tram. 

Wednesday,  May  8 
NASA  Tom- 
Eight    galleries    exhibit    the    wonder   of   space 
exploration. 

Thiu-sday,  May  11 
Metro  Park  Tour — Emerald  Necklace 

Enjoy  the  14  beautiful  parks  that  encircle  the  city. 


I 


Youth  Swim  4  Pizza  Party 

Sunday,  May  7.  7  P.M. 

Boldwin  Wallace  College,  Berea 
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I>ear  Colleagues  and  Friends  in  Ministry  Through  The  United  Methodist  Church: 

We  United  Methodists  in  The  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference  have  been  preparing  for  and 
anticipating  your  arrival  in  Cleveland  for  nearly  6  years!  In  one  sense  we  might  say, 
"What  took  you  so  long''!"  However,  in  truth,  the  six  years  of  preparation  have  passed 
very  quickly  and  we  are  glad  that  you  have  waited  until  May  of  2000!    Indeed,  we  are 
very  hopeful  that  you  will  experience  the  kind  and  generous  results  of  those  preparations. 
We  further  hope  that  you  will  return  to  your  various  places  of  service  with  uplifting 
memories  regarding  your  stay  in  this  wonderful,  American  city  in  the  great  state  of  Ohio. 

Many,  many  faithful  Christian  people  witnessing  to  their  faith  through  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  East  Ohio  welcome  you.  Most  assuredly,  the  effort  has  been  put 
forward  so  that  you  will  experience  that  welcome  in  very  tangible  and  memorable  ways. 
From  the  time  of  your  arrival  at  Cleveland  Hopkins  Airport,  to  your  departure  after  ten 
demanding  days  of  conferencing,  you  will  see  an  army  of  brightly  clad  volunteers.  It  is 
our  hope  that  you  will  not  have  one  moment  of  logistical  confusion,  but  an  entire  stay 
which  you  will  experience  as  having  been  hosted  in  a  purposeful,  thorough  and  loving 
manner. 

By  now,  you  should  have  received  our  full  color  brochure/guide  booklet  which  describes 
all  of  the  events  in  which  you  are  invited  to  share    That  guide  contains  all  relevant  ticket 
information  and  notes  on  the  opportunities  which  will  help  you  experience  something  of 
this  great  region  of  the  country  as  well  as  those  who  express  their  Christian  faith  in  the 
midst  of  it.  The  guide  lets  you  know  that  we  have  gone  far  beyond  the  enormous  task  of 
making  cookies.  To  be  sure,  in  addition  to  12  district  organizations  preparing,  delivering, 
and  serving  25,000  cookies  for  each  day  of  General  Conference  at  2 1  stations  in  the 
Convention  Center,  we  have  done  some  other  very  important  and  satisfying  things. 

Once  again,  I  call  your  attention  to  the  Bishop's  Reception  with  dinner  at  the  Rock  and 
Roll  Hall  of  Fame,  Monday  night  May  1st.  And  of  course,  1  encourage  you  to  take  one  of 
the  busses  which  will  be  provided  for  you  so  that  you  can  enjoy  our  Area  Night  Five  Star 
Gala  event  at  Severance  Hall,  Sunday  evening.  May  7th.  You  just  do  not  want  to  miss 
the  performance  of  young  people  who  attend  one  of  our  five  United  Methodist  Colleges 
in  Ohio. 

On  behalf  of  the  entire  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference  Host  Committee  and  our  Resident 
Bishop,  Jonathan  D^^ieaton,  WELCOME  TOelEVELAND. 


^<:' 


lev.  Dr  Kenneth  W  Chalker,  Chair 
East  Ohio  Armual  Conference  Host  Committee 
Senior  Pastor, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Cleveland 
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BOB  TAFT 

GOVERNOR 

STATE  OF  OHIO 


GREETINGS  TO  THE 

UNITED  METHODIST  CONFERENCE 

MAY  1-12,  2000 


I  am  honored  to  have  this  opportunity  to  extend  my  warmest  greetings 
to  all  gathered  for  the  quadrennial  meeting  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
General  Conference  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  May  1-12,  2000.  I  offer  a  special 
Buckeye  welcome  to  the  out-of-state  visitors  and  hope  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  enjoy  the  many  sights  and  attractions  that  the  city  of  Cleveland 
has  to  offer. 

It  is  an  honor  for  Ohio  to  host  this  worldwide  gathering.  Ohio's 
churches  have  traditionally  been  the  bedrock  of  society.  I  am  humbled  by  the 
churches'  daily  work  that  has  truly  been  a  testament  to  members'  faith  in  God 
and  love  for  humanity.  Always  conscious  of  the  needs  of  the  larger 
community,  local  church  fellowships  devote  considerable  time  toward 
working  toward  the  betterment  of  their  neighborhood.  I  am  certain  this 
year's  conference  attendees  will  be  equally  inspired,  for  organizers  have 
diligently  worked  and  prayed  to  provide  an  excellent  program. 

On  behalf  of  all  Ohioans,  I  would  like  to  recognize  the  members  and 
participants  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  extend  best  wishes  for  a 
memorable  and  spiritually  rewarding  conference. 


On  this  l"*  day  of  May,  2000; 


Bob  Taft 
Governor 
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Michael  R.  White,  Mayor 

Welcome 


It  is  my  privilege  and  honor  to  join  the  citizens  of  our  five-time  All- 
America  City  in  welcoming  you  to  Cleveland  as  you  gather  for  the  General 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  on  May  2-12,  2000.  I  am 
pleased  that  Cleveland  has  been  chosen  for  this  quadrennial  legislative 
event  and  encourage  you,  on  needed  breaks  in  your  decision-making  effort, 
to  visit  our  beautiful  city,  experience  something  of  our  diverse 
neighborhoods,  and  meet  some  of  our  friendly  citizens. 

While  your  delegation  is  here  meeting  in  our  Convention  Center  and 
Public  Auditorium  in  order  to  perform  the  very  important  work  of  setting 
United  Methodism's  course  for  the  next  four  years,  I  am  glad  to  learn  that 
you  will  see  other  areas  of  our  city  as  well.  Your  bishops  will  receive  a 
special  welcome  at  the  Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame  and  Museum  and  all  of 
you  will  celebrate  a  mid-conference  Area  Night  at  our  newly  restored 
Severance  Hall,  home  to  our  world-famous  and  renowned  Cleveland 
Orchestra.  I  encourage  you  to  visit  one  of  our  fine  museums,  take  in  a 
performance  at  Play  House  Square,  or  dine  at  one  of  our  many  outstanding 
restaurants.  There  are  many  different  things  to  do  in  Cleveland  and  I  know 
that  you  will  find  something  of  interest  to  keep  you  entertained  throughout 
your  visit. 

Best  wishes  for  a  successful  conference. 

Sincerely, 


Michael  R.  White 
Mayor 
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Ohio  East  Area 

The  United  Methodist  Church 

8800  CLEVELAND  AVENUE.  N.W.,  P.O.  BOX  2800,  NORTH  CANTON.  OHIO  44720  •  (800)  831-3972  •  FAX    (330)  497-491 1 


JONATHAN  D.  KEATON 
BISHOP 


JAMES  G.  SKINNER 
ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 


Dear  Delegates  and  Visitors  to  the  2000  General  Conference, 

Welcome  to  the  Ohio  East  Area  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  where  joy  abounds, 
conflicts  rage  and  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord.  We  are  on  a  quest  "to  make  disciples  of  all  nations"  for  two 
reasons.  First,  it  is  a  direct  request  of  our  Lord.  Second,  Cleveland  and  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  are  teeming  with  United  Methodists  and  bursting  at  the  seams  with  "the  unchurched." 
Like  our  Wesleyan  ancestor  Harry  Hoosier,  we  strive  to  "sing  by  faith,  pray  by  faith,  and  do 
everything  by  faith  ...  without  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  we  can  do  nothing." 

As  hosts  of  the  first  General  Conference  in  the  new  Millennium,  we  have  been  challenged 
to  expand  our  concepts  of  mission  and  servanthood.  Assisting  the  Council  of  Bishops,  992  delegates 
fi-om  1 18  conferences,  the  General  Boards  and  Agencies,  advocacy  groups,  visitors,  friends  and  the 
fourth  estate  has  required  a  lot  of  learning,  preparation  and  hard  work.  Hundreds  of  volunteers  have 
accepted  the  call  to  serve  you.  Our  volunteers  are  thrilled  with  the  joy  of  serving  the  General 
Conference.  Many  of  you  will  be  greeted  with  the  salutation,  "Welcome  to  Cleveland  and  East  Ohio 
Annual  Conference.  May  I  help  you?"  East  Ohioans  have  been  inspired  and  motivated  by  the  motto 
of  General  Conference  2000,  "We  who  are  many  are  one  body."  In  the  sojourn  between  the  airport 
and  the  hotel,  between  Convention  Hall  and  Severance  Hall,  "between  the  Rock  of  Ages  and  the 
Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame,"  we  have  envisioned  the  joyful  celebration  of  our  common  life  together 
as  members  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

Again,  welcome  to  Cleveland.  We  hope  you  sense  our  vitality  and  hope  for  the  future.  Join 
us  in  the  ongoing  quest  to  be  holy  and  bold  advocates  for  all  God's  children  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


Sincerely, 


JDK:djm 


S  ILL  ^//  Cl  1^ 

onathan  D.  Keaton 
''Resident  Bishop 


^rcc^/^. 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  1 


1625 


"Anybody  Listenin' . . .  ?" 


As  992  delegates  gather  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  the 
2000  General  Conference,  we  may  hear  the  rush  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  clamor  of  voices  in  discussion  and 

debate,  in  the  turning  of  the  pages 

of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate 
(DCA),  or  in  the  shuffling  of  chairs 
as  delegates  move  in  and  out  of 
session.  If  we  listen  closely,  we  may 
also  hear  the  prompting  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  music,  laughter,  tears,  in  a 
still  small  voice,  or  in  sighs  too  deep 
for  words.  We  may  know  the 
presence  of  the  Spirit  in  silence. 


Women  at  the  2000  General 
Conference 


Listening  is  an  essential  aspect 
of  full  participation  and  good 
decision-making  within  faith 
communities.  Some  of  us  are  more 
accustomed   to   listening   for   long 

periods  before  we  speak;  some  of  us   

share  our  thoughts  immediately. 
Factors  affecting  p>ersons'  full  partidpation  may  include 
differences  in  language,  culture,  hearing  and  sight  abilities. 
As  members  of  the  body  of  Christ,  we  are  called  to  "outdo 
one  another  in  showing  honor"  (Romans  12:9).  We  are 
called  to  be  attentive  to  all  the  members  of  the  body  of 
Christ  and  their  differing  gifts — even  those  who  are  not 
present  for  discernment  and  decision-making  at  General 
Conference. 


Of  the  992  delegates  elected  to  the 
2000  General  Conference,  359  are 
women.*  These  include  delegates 
from  conferences  in  the  U.S.,  Puerto 
Rico,  Africa,  Europe,  the  Philippines, 
and  other  autonomous  Methodist 
churches  in  Great  Britain,  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas,  and 
Mexico. 


charged  the  General  Conrunission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  to  "challenge  The  United  Methodist  Church . . . 
to  a  continuing  comnutment  to  the  full  and  equal 
responsibility  and  participation  of 
women  in  the  total  life  and  mission  of 
the  Church,  sharing  fully  in  the 
power  and  in  the  policy-making  at  all 
levels  of  the  Church's  life"  (12102  of 
The  1996  Book  of  Disapline). 


*Based  on  rqnrted  figures  at  press  time. 


During  this  General 

Conference,  the  commission  is  once 
again  providing  a  monitoring 
ministry  in  keeping  with  that 
commitment.  In  addition  to 
tracking  petitioi\s  for  their  potential 
impact  on  women,  a  team  of 
commission  members  and 
volunteers      will     be     observing 

plenary    sessions    and    legislative 

committees  in  order  to  measure  the 
number  of  times  women  and  men  give  voice  to  the 
decision-making  process.  Each  day,  in  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate,  the  commission  will  give  feedback 
about  women's  participation  in  the  box  titled 
"Anybody  listenin'.  .  ."  We  invite  your  wTse  and 
prayerful  use  of  this  feedback  in  order  that  full 
participation  may  flourish  throughout  General 
Conference. 


Only  within  the  past  100  years  have  women 
delegates'  voices  been  included  in  General  Conferences  in 
the  Methodist  tradition.  Today,  as  United  Methodists,  we 
are  committed  to  seeking  the  full  and  equal  inclusion  of 
women  m  the  life  and  mission  of  the  church.   We  have 


May  the  Spirit  of  God  refresh  and  sustain  you 
during  these  days  of  conferring  and  decision-making. 

— The  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women 


Historical  perspective  on  women's  participation  at  General  Conference 


Year 

Denomination 

Lay  women  ** 

Clergy  women** 

Total 

«1888 

Methodist  Episcopal 

5 

0 

5 

«*1892 

Methodist  Protestant 

3 

1 

4 

1893 

United  Brethren 

2 

0 

2 

1976 

United  Methodist 

180 

10 

190 

1992 

United  Methodist 

222 

81 

303 

19% 

United  Methodist 

221 

107 

328 

2000 

United  Methodist 

212 

112 

324 

••  Numbers  include  U.S.  conferences  only;  1992, 1 996  and  2000  include  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico.  #No  women  delegates  were  seated. 
##Clergywomen  ordained  by  conference;  not  recognized  officially. 
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General  Conference  Terms 

ADCA:  The  Advance  Edition  of  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  comes  in  three  volumes.  Volume  one  appears  in 
three  sections  and  includes  all  petitions,  recommendations 
and  reports  to  the  ten  legislative  committees.  Volume  2,  A 
Handbook  for  Delegates,  details  the  conference  agenda,  the 
Rules  of  Order,  room  assignments  and  other  information. 
Volume  3,  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  report,  details  expenditures  during 
the  1997-2000  quadrennium. 

Calendar  item:  the  chronological  number  of 
committee  items  submitted  to  the  calendar  secretary 
and  appearing  in  the  DCA. 

Consent  calendars:  three  groups  of  calendar  items 
that  received  overwhelming  suppport  from  legislative 
committees  (no  more  than  five  votes  in  opposition).  The 
groups  are:  1)  concurrence  with  proposed  changes  in 
the  Discipline;  2)  concurrence  on  non-Disciplinary 
petitions;  3)  non-concurrence  on  all  matters. 

DCA:  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  a  daily  record 
published  during  General  Conference  that  contains 
news,  features,  calendar  items  and  a  verbatim  record  of 
everything  said  in  plenary  sessions. 

Legislative  committee  item:  a  number  temporarily 
assigned  to  a  petition  or  group  of  petitions  enacted  by  a 
committee  prior  to  being  assigned  a  calendar  number. 

Legislative  committee  recorders:  volunteers  who 
input  committee  action  into  the  Petition  Entry  and 
Tracking  System. 

Legislative  committee  reporters:  volunteers  who 
provide  brief  summaries  of  action  for  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate. 

Minority  report:  when  10  people  or  10  percent  of  a 
committee  (whichever  is  fewer)  disagree  v^th  a 
committee  recommendation,  they  may  file  a  minority 
report,  which  is  given  the  same  calendar  number  as  the 
recommendation  of  the  majority. 

Petitions:  requests  from  individuals,  churches, 
annual  conferences  and  agencies  for  changes  in  The  Book 
of  Discipline,  The  Book  of  Resolutions,  or  other  aspects  of 
the  general  church.  Petition  numbers  identify  the 
chronological  order  in  which  they  were  received, 
paragraph  or  topic,  source  and  committee  to  which 
they  are  assigned. 

PETS:  the  Petition  Entry  and  Tracking  System. 
This  computer  database  supports  legislative  activity 
and  contains  current  and  historical  information  about 
petitions,  committee  items  and  calendar  items. 


Badge  Color  Codes 

Each  badge  will  have  a  color  bar  printed  at  the 
bottom  for  identification  purposes. 


Delegate: 
Reserve  Delegate: 
Page: 


Red  ink  on  white  stock 
Brown  ink  on  white  stock 


Light  blue  ink  with  white  stripe 
on  white  stock 

Marshal:  Light  blue  ink  on  white  stock 

Board /Agency  Staff:  Medium  green 

on  white  stock 

Press:  Orange  ii\k  on  white  stock 

Commission:  Royal  blue  ink  on  white  stock 

Spouse  of  Commission:  Royal  blue  iiJc 

on  ivory  stock 

Pink  on  white  stock 

Black  ink  on  white  stock 

Purple  irJc  on  white  stock 
Purple  ink  on  ivory  stock 

Maroon  ink  on  white  stock 


Local  Committee: 
Volunteer/ Visitor: 
Bishop: 

Spouse  of  Bishop: 
Judicial  Council: 


Spouse  of  Judicial  Coimcil  member:    Maroon  ink 

on  ivory  stock 

GCFA:  Dark  yellow  irJc  on  white  stock 

General  Secretary:         Dark  green  on  white  stock 

Ecumenical  Guests:     Black  ink  vdth  white  stripe 

on  white  stock 


Why  Three  Holes? 

Why  are  there  three  holes  in  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  editions  when  there 
are  only  two  posts  in  the  binders? 

Good  question. 

The  Commission  on  General  Conference 
noted  that  some  people  transfer  their 
DCA  copies  from  the  binders  to 
three-hole  notebooks;  the  group 
requested  the  additiotuil  hole  to  serve 
those  people. 

Believe  it  or  not,  the  third  hole  came  at  no 
extra  cost.  Think  of  how  much  lighter 
those  issues  are  now! 
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How  to  Make  Appeals  from  the  Floor 
to  the  Judicial  Council  at  General  Conference 


Paragraph  2608.2  of  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline 
requires  the  Judicial  Council  to  be  in  session  during  the 
entire  session  of  the  General  Conference.  The  purpose  of 
this  is  outlined  in  12609,  which  states  that  "[t]he  Judicial 
Council  shall  determine  the  constitutionality  of  any  act  of 
the  General  Conference  upon  an  appeal  by  a  majority  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  or  one-fifth  of  the  members  of  the 
General  Conference"  (12609.1)  and  that  "(t]he  Judicial 
Council  shaU  have  jurisdiction  to  determine  the 
constitutionality  of  any  proposed  legislation  when  such 
declaratory  decision  is  requested  by  the  General 
Conference  or  by  the  Council  of  Bishops"  (12609.2).  The 
only  time  the  Judicial  Council  can  accept  jurisdiction  on  a 
matter  that  has  not  been  finally  acted  upon  is  at  General 
Conference  as  outlined  above.  This  gives  the  General 
Conference  the  opportunity  to  test  the  constitutionality  of 
matters  about  which  members  have  questions.  However, 
this  may  not  be  as  simple  as  it  sounds. 

The  Constitution  in  Article  IV  (115)  gives  the 
General  Conference  "full  legislative  power  over  all 
matters  distinctively  connectional."  Basically,  this  means 
that  vmless  the  action  proposed  by  the  General 
Conference  is  specifically  disallowed  in  the  follov^g 
paragraphs  of  the  Constitution,  the  General  Conference 
may  make  any  changes  in  the  connectional  system 
unless  such  changes  are  deemed  ujiconstitutional.  The 
General  Conference  has  the  power  to  place  paragraphs 
anywhere  in  The  Discipline  they  choose.  Asking  a 
question  of  the  Judicial  Council  about  placement  of 
certain  sections  of  legislation  will  always  result  in  the 
answer  that  the  General  Conference  can  do  whatever  it 
wishes  about  placement. 

The  better  way  to  pose  such  a  question  would  be  to 
ask  about  the  effect  of  placement:  Would  such  section 
be  enforceable  if  it  is  placed  here  or  here?  Always  be 
very  clear  in  citing  the  specific  paragraph(s)  of  The 
Discipline  to  which  your  inquiry  is  related.  The  Judicial 
Coimcil  can  only  answer  the  question  asked,  not  what 
it  thinks  might  be  the  real  meaning  of  the  question. 
Therefore,  the  most  important  thing  about  asking  for  a 
decision  of  the  Judicial  Council  is  to  be  sure  that  you 
ask  the  right  question  with  the  correct  disciplii\ary 
paragraphs  referenced  in  the  question. 

To  test  the  question  you  wish  to  ask,  first  think 
about  what  you  really  want  an  answer  for;  then, 
carefully  write  out  your  question.  If  time  permits, 
discuss  it  with  other  delegates  to  refine  the  question  so 
that  it  is  very  specific  and  should  provide  the  answer 
you  are  seeking.  In  the  press  of  plenary  sessions  there  is 
often  little  time  for  discussion  with  other  delegates,  but 


it  is  possible  to  have  a  brief  conversation  with  someone 
sitting  around  you  or  leave  the  floor  for  a  few  minutes 
with  someone  else  whose  opinion  you  value.  If  you  see 
matters  about  which  you  have  questions  as  you  are 
preparing  for  plenary  sessions,  discuss  the  issues  with 
other  members  of  your  delegation,  asking  them  for  help 
in  framing  the  questions.  Go  ahead  and  prepare  your 
question(s)  in  advance,  with  the  knowledge  that  some 
of  them  could  be  answered  in  the  floor  discussion  and 
may  not  need  to  be  asked.  If  you  have  prepared  in 
advance,  you  can  then  quickly  move  to  be  recognized 
and  ask  for  the  decision  when  the  matter  comes  to  the 
floor.  If  you  don't  need  to  ask  it  after  floor  discussion, 
you  still  have  gained  a  better  understanding  of  the 
matter  by  working  through  it. 

The  Judicial  Council  will  leave  the  floor  of  the 
General  Conference  as  soon  as  it  receives  from  the 
Secretary  a  written  copy  of  the  request.  In  some  cases  a 
decision  will  be  made  very  quickly;  for  others,  oral 
hearings  before  the  Council  may  be  requested  either 
by  the  maker  of  the  motion  or  the  Judicial  Council.  In 
the  second  instance  it  may  take  two  or  three  days  to  get 
the  decision  back  to  the  floor  of  the  General 
Conference.  As  soon  as  the  decision  is  finalized,  it  is 
read  to  the  assembled  body  and  then  printed  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

Remember  always  that  the  purpose  of  the  Judicial 
Council  is  to  be  helpful  and  to  provide  answers  related 
to  the  constitutionality  of  proposed  and  final  actions  at 
General  Conference.  Be  specific  in  your  questions,  be  as 
brief  as  possible,  and  be  sure  to  ask  the  right  questions. 

— Sally  AsKew,  secretary  of  Judicial  Council 
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Lay  and  Clergy  Partnerships  Strengthen  Ministry, 

Lay  Leader  Says 


Jim  Nibbelink  wants  the  church  to  develop 
"dynamic  and  creative"  partnerships  between  lay  and 
clergy.  He  believes  that  perceived  barriers  keep  lay  and 
clergy  from  forging  effective  partnerships. 


He'll  suggest  ways  to  create 
partnerships  when  he  delivers  the  Laity 
Address  on  Wednesday  morning.  May  3. 
"Partnerships  between  clergy  and  laity 
enable  us  to  use  the  education,  skills  and 
experiences  of  both  groups  to  the  best 
advantage,"  NibbeliiOc  says.  "When  we 
work  together,  we  can  find  innovative  and 
effective  strategies  to  both  nurture  our 
congregations  and  go  out  to  make 
disciples." 


Nibbelink,  lay  leader  of  the  West 
Ohio  Annual  Conference,  is  a  member  of 
Armstrong    Chapel    United    Methodist     }im  Nibbelink 
Church  in  Cincinnati.  He  has  served  in 
leadership  positions  at  the  local,  district 
and  conference  levels.  He  was  elected  conference  lay 
leader  in  1996.  Before  assuming  that  role,  he  served  as 
the  conference's  director  of  lay  speaking  nninistry. 

He  is  no  stranger  to  delivering  addresses.  He  has 
preached  at  the  laity  session  at  both  the  Detroit  and 
Western  New  York  annual  conferences  and  has 
delivered  the  laity  address  at  the  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  1996  General 
Conference  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  1996  and  1992 
delegatior\s  to  the  North  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference. 

Beyond  the  conference  level,  Nibbelink  is  serving 
as  secretary  of  the  National  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders  (NAACLL)  and  as  president  of 
the  North  Central  Jurisdiction  Conference  Lay  Leaders 
Team.  He  also  has  been  an  instructor  for  many  church 
and  community  seminars  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  and 
has  led  sessions  on  the  power  of  visioning  for  the  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

Employed  by  Procter  &  Gamble,  Nibbelink's 
current  assignment  involves  installation  of  a  global 
integrated  information  system.  His  work  has  included 
leading  personal  development  and  quahty  seminars. 
He  also  has  consulted  in  areas  of  personal 
empowerment  and  creating  organizational  vision. 

Military  service  and  his  work  at  Procter  &  Gamble 
have  taken  him  across  the  globe,  and  NibbeHnk  said  he 


has  found  "the  connectional  nature  of  the  church  to  be 
particularly  important  and  supportive,  providing  a 
feeling  of  home,  family  and  friends"  wherever  he  has 
been  asked  to  live. 

"It  is  a  special  privilege  to 
represent  the  laity  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,"  Nibbelink  said.  "I 
am  honored  to  have  been  entrusted  with 
this  responsibility  and  pray  that  God's 
spirit  will  both  inspire  and  sustain  me  as 
I  prepare  for  General  Conference." 

Three    women    and    three    men, 

chosen  to  represent  the  denomination's 

diversity,    delivered     the    first    laity 

address  at  the  1980  General  Conference. 

A  competition  has  been  held  every  four 

years  since  then  for  a  layperson  to  make 

the  speech.  For  the  past  two  General 

Conferences,    members    of    NAACLL 

from  around  the  world,  rather  than  the 

laity    at    large,    were    invited    to    submit    written 

manuscripts.  These  were  judged  on  their  own  merit, 

without  the  names  of  the  authors  attached. 

"The  address  expresses  the  opinions  of  a  broad 
spectrum  of  the  laity  of  the  church  as  it  seeks  to  explore 
the  theme  'Partners  in  Ministry — Making  Disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ,'  "  says  Tim  Moss,  liason  from  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  to  NAACLL. 

Nibbelink  first  presented  his  address  to  NAACLL 
members  at  their  February  meeting.  Suggestions 
offered  at  that  session  were  incorporated  into  the 
speech  he  will  deliver  on  Wednesday. 

— Linda  Green  (UMCom)  and  Victoria  Rebeck 
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"Partners  in  Ministry 
-Making  Disciples  of  Jesus  Christ' 

Laity  Address 
Wednesday,  May  3*9  A.M. 


Delivered  by 

Jim  Nibbelink 

Lay  Leader  of  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference 
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Bishop  Nacpil  Brings  International  Viewpoint 
to  Episcopal  Address 


Bishop  Emerito  Naqjil  brings  to  this  conference's 
episcopal  address  an  international  perspective  He 
represents  the  increasingly  intercultural  nature  of  our 
church. 


Bishop  Nacpil,  68,  of  the  Manila, 
Philippines,  episcopal  area,  will  deliver  the 
Episcopal  Address  on  Tuesday,  May  2,  at  8 
p.m.  It  will  reflect  the  perspective  he's 
gained  as  a  leader  in  denominational 
agencies  and  schools  and  in  ecumenical 
organizations. 

From  1969  to  1975  he  served  as 
academic  dean,  acting  president  and 
president  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Manila.  That  experience 
prepared  him  to  assume  the  executive 
director  position  of  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  in  Southeast  Asia 
(1974-1981)  and  of  dean  of  the  Southeast 
Asia  Graduate  School  of  Theology 
(1974-1981). 


Bishop  Emerito  P.  Naqtil 


His  denominational  service  includes 
membership  on  the  boards  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Mirustry.  He  also  participated  on  a  commission  to 


draft  a  new  theological  statement  for  the  denomination 
(1989-1996)  and  on  a  committee  to  conduct  a  study  of 
ministry  in  the  church. 

His  concern  for  the  body  of  Christ 
extends  beyond  one  denomination.  His 
travels  took  him  to  Rome,  where  he 
was  a  Protestant  observer  to  the  Second 
Vatican  Council.  For  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  he  served  on  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  and  the  Theological 
Education  Fund.  Nurturing  the 
continuing  growth  of  Christianity  in 
Asia,  he  was  moderator  of  the 
Commission  of  Theological  Concerns 
of  the  Christian  Conference  of  Asia, 
and  executive  secretary  of  its  Mission 
and  Society  Unit. 

Bishop  Nacpil  began  his  ministry 

by    serving    local    churches    in    the 

Philippines    in    1951;    his    call    was 

confirmed  in  ordination  in  1956.  He 

earned  degrees  at  Union  Theological 

Seminary      in      Manila,      Philippine 

Christian  University,  and  Drew  Ui\iversity  in  New 

Jersey.  He  and  his  wife,  Angelina  Bar6n  del  Rosario,  live 

in  Manila  and  raised  three  children. 
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Episcopal  Address 

Tuesday,  May  2 
8:15  P.M. 

Presented  by 

Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil 

Manila  Area,  Philippmes 
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Cleveland's  Rocks: 
What  to  See  and  Do  in  Cleveland 


The  theme  song  to  the  Cleveland-based  television 
comedy  "The  Drew  Carey  Show"  proclaims  that 
"Cleveland  rocks!"  Whether  you  are  interested  in 
Rolling  Stones  or  rocks  and  minerals,  Cleveland  has 
something  for  you. 


Zoos 


Museums 


Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame  and  Museum 

1  Key  Plaza,  Cleveland 

Memorabilia,  exhibits  and  documentaries. 

Museum  of  Natiiral  History 
1  Wade  Oval  Dr.,  Cleveland 

The  Wade  Gallery  of  Gems  and  Jewels  houses 
1,500  precious  stones,  jewelry  and  lapidary  artwork. 
Also  features  astronomy  and  primatology  exhibits. 

The  Great  Lakes  Science  Center 

601  Erieside  Ave.,  Cleveland 

Hands-on  exhibits  and  an  Omnimax  theater;  the 
NASA  John  Glenn  Research  Center  displays  Glenn's 
spacesuits  from  his  1962  flight  and  the  orange  spacesuit 
worn  on  the  shuttle  Discovery. 

Steamship  William  G.  Mather  Museum 

1001  E.  Ninth  Street  Pier,  Cleveland 

After  60  years  of  hauling  iron  ore,  the  Mather  is 
now  a  floating  museum. 

Cleveland  Children's  Museum 

10730  Euclid  Ave.,  Cleveland 
Fun  and  educational. 


Arts 


The  Cleveland  Museum  of  Arts 

11050  East  Blvd.,  Cleveland 

Over  34,000  works  of  art  from  aroimd  the  globe.  It 
is  best  knov/n  for  its  medieval  European  collection, 
including  a  display  of  medieval  and  Renaissance  armor, 
and  its  Asian  works. 

Cleveland  Orchestra 

Severance  Hall,  11001  Euclid  Ave.,  Cleveland 
One  of  the  nation's  finest  orchestras. 


Cleveland  Metroparks  Zoo 

3900  Wildlife  Way,  Cleveland 

Two  special  exhibits  are  the  Wolf  Wilderness  and 
the  Rain  Forest,  where  different  species  live  alongside 
each  other  in  the  same  habitat. 

SeaWorld  Cleveland 

1100  Sea  World  Dr.,  Aurora 

Its  newest  exhibit  is  "Carnivore  Park,"  an 
"interaction  attraction"  of  moving,  life-size  dinosaur 
figures. 


!  Amusement  Parks 


Cedar  Point  Amusement  Park 

One  Causeway  Dr.,  Sandusky 

Home  to  the  world's  largest  collection  of  roller 
coasters.  Its  Camp  Snoopy  offers  rides  comfortable  for 
small  children. 


Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame  and  Museum  [pHorocouitnis»oPTOBMi«uMi 


Geauga  Lake 

1060  N.  Aurora  Rd.,  Cleveland 

For  thrills,  try  the  12-story-high  ferris  wheel,  the 
Time  Warp  spin  ride  and  Mr.  Hyde's  Nasty  Fall. 
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Shopping 

The  Avenue  at  Tower  City  Center 

50  Public  Square,  Cleveland 

This  constellation  of  stores,  fine  and  casual 
restaurants,  hotel  accommodations,  entertainment,  and 
office  space  surrounds  a  completely  modernized 
commuter  rail  station. 

Beachcliff  Market  Square 

19300  Deti-oit  Rd.,  Rocky  River 

This  vintage  1930  movie  theatre  is  now  home  to 
over  20  fine  specialty  shops  and  three  restaurants.  The 
building  was  honored  by  the  state  for  innovative 
readaptation. 

The  Galleria  at  Ericvicw 

1301  E.  Ninth  St.,  Cleveland 

Home  to  over  50  shops,  including  Ann  Taylor, 
Eddie  Bauer,  Brookstone,  Talbots,  Williams-Sonoma, 
Sweetwater's  Cafe  Sausalito  and  the  Key  West  Cafe. 

Coventry  Village 

1800  Coventry  Road,  Cleveland  Heights 

Unusual  and  entertaining  stores,  such  as:  Big  Fun 
(T-shirts,  crazy  postcards,  memorabilia,  lunch  boxes, 
party  favors,  "nerdabilia,"  robots,  Pez,  Star  Wars  and  CI 
Joe  items.  They  buy  old  toys.  Call  for  hours: 
216-371-4386);  Coventry  Cats  (Toys,  b-eats,  food, 
clothing,  jewelry,  cards,  books  and  collectibles  for  and 
about  cats  and  dogs);  High  Tide/Rock  Bottom  (an 
"alternative  gift  shop"  featuring  greeting  cards, 
earrings,  candles,  t-shirts,  stationery,  toys,  etc). 


I  Dining  I 

Cleveland  Chop  House  and  Brewery 

824  W.  St.  Clair  Ave.,  Cleveland 

In  pleasant  weather  the  outdoor  deck  is  open  for 
diners.  The  inside  has  a  "regal  '40s"  decor. 

Fat  Fish  Blue 

21  Prospect  St.,  Qeveland 

Louisiana  Creole  food  and  live  blues  music. 

Hard  Rock  Caf « 

230  W.  Huron,  Qeveland 

After    your    meal,    peruse    the    collection    of 
rock-and-roll  memorabilia  and  merchandise. 


Sans  Souci 

Renaissance  Cleveland  Hotel,  24  Public  Square 
French  cuisine;  provincial  d^cor. 

Tuscany 

55  Pubhc  Square,  Cleveland 

Italian   dining-in  and   carry-out   menus   feature 
brick-oven  gourmet  pizzas,  pasta,  short  ribs  and  steak. 

Landry's  Seafood  House 

1036  Old  River  Rd.,  Cleveland 

Gulf  and  local  seafood  selections. 

Tommy's 

1820  Covenhy  Rd.,  Cleveland  Heights 
Vegetarian  and  health-conscious. 

Winking  Lizard 

1852  Coventiy  Rd.,  Cleveland  Heights 
Casiial  dining;  open  late. 


Entertainment ! 


The  Flats 

Old  River  Road  and  St.  Clair  Avenue 

The  Nautica  Entertainment  Complex  at  the 
Powerhouse  is  a  complex  housing  the  Art  at  the 
Powerhouse/Native  Spirit  Gallery;  Howl  at  the  Moon 
gallery;  the  Improv;  the  Nautica  Queen  riverboat;  the 
Nautica  Stage;  Powerplay;  TGI  Friday's  restaurant; 
trolley  tours  of  Cleveland.  East  Bank  of  the  Flats  offers 
Dick's  Last  Resort,  Watermark  Restaurant  and  Landry's 
Seafood  House,  among  other  attractions 


<  Outdoors 


Cleveland  Cultural  Gardens 

Martin  Luther  King  Drive  in  University  Circle,  between 
Chester  Avenue  and  1-90 

More  than  20  natioiuilities  are  represented. 

Holden  Arboretum 

9500  Sperry  Rd.,  Kirtland 

The  largest  arboretum  in  the  U.S.,  Holden  consists 
of  over  3,100  acres.  Open  year-round. 

Cleveland  Botanical  Garden 

11030  East  Blvd.,  Cleveland 


Beautiful  exhibits,  and  advice  for  gardeners. 
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Do  You  Know  It's  2000? 


That's  the  question  legislative  committee  members 
will  probably  ask  when  they  see  the  cover  sheets  on 
petitions. 

Each  cover  sheet  carries  the  title:  'Tetition  to  the 
1996  General  Conference." 

This  is  jiist  one  of  many  indications  that  the 
Petition  Entry  Tracking  System  (PETS)  is  aging  and 
needs  to  be  replaced. 

John  Brawn,  a  layperson  from  Palo  Alto, 
California,  spent  countless  hours  designing  PETS  for 
the  1988  General  Conference. 

He  upgraded  the  system  for  the  1992  and  1996 
assemblies,  but  his  volunteer  time  was  severely  reduced 
by  increased  work  responsibilities  and  a  growing 
family,  so  he  was  not  able  to  spend  much  time  revising 
the  system  for  the  2000  conference. 

PETS  will  be  replaced  for  the  2004  assembly  at  a 
cost  of  some  $225,000,  but  in  the  meantime,  the  2000 
conference  will  have  to  make  do  with  an  antiquated 
system. 

The  last  go  round  for  PETS  and  the  first-time  use  of 
e-mail  have  resulted  in  many  problems  for  the  petition 
secretary  and  editorial  staffers.  "We've  had  more 
problems  with  petitions  for  this  conference  than  the  last 
three  combined,"  said  Rich  Peck,  four-time  editor  of  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

Delegates  should  remember,  however,  that 
conferences  prior  to  1988  conducted  all  their  business 
without  any  electronic  tracking  system,  and  legislative 
committees  will  still  have  paper  copies  of  all  petitions 


assigned  to  their  committees.  The  work  of  this  assembly 
will  not  be  hampered  by  petitions  that  are  incorrect  or 
missing  in  one  of  the  advance  editions  of  the  DCA. 

Why  Am  I  Way  Back  Here? 

Just  in  case  you  have  a  back  row  seat  and  you're 
feeling  a  bit  paranoid  about  it  being  a  sinister  plot 
against  your  delegation,  you  should  know  your 
location  was  determined  by  the  luck  of  the  draw.  This  is 
perhaps  the  only  legal  lottery  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Each  quadrennium,  the  Commission  on  General 
Conference  assembles  the  names  of  conferences  that 
were  seated  in  the  front  section  of  the  auditorium  at  the 
last  conference.  Those  names  are  written  on  folded 
pieces  of  paper  and  placed  in  a  box.  The  names  of 
conferences  that  were  seated  in  the  back  half  are  placed 
in  a  second  box. 

The  second  box  is  then  passed  among  commission 
members  who  each  take  turns  drawing  names  of 
conferences.  The  names  drawn  first  get  front-row 
seats. 

After  all  the  names  from  the  second  box  have  been 
drawn,  the  group  draws  names  from  the  first  box  with 
the  name  drawn  last  getting  the  last  row  seat. 

If  you're  feeling  the  need  for  binoculars  in  the  last 
row  of  delegates,  look  behind  you.  There  you  will  find 
all  the  general  secretaries  of  the  general  agencies. 

And  remember,  you're  guaranteed  to  be  in  the 
*  ont  half  of  the  auditorium  when  General  Cor\ference 
meets  in  Pittsburgh  in  2004. 


Announcements 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  is  hosting  a  breakfast  for  alumni/ae  and  friends.  It  will  be  from  7:30  to 
9:00  a.m.  on  Saturday,  May  6,  in  the  Dolder-Hassler  Room  at  the  Sheraton  Cleveland  City  Center  Hotel,  777  St.  Clair. 

"A  World  View  of  United  Methodism  Today:  An  Episcopal  Spouse  Perspective"  will  be  offered  in  a  series  of 
four  presentations.  Watch  for  details  of  each  event  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate.  All  episcopal  spouses  and 
delegates'  spouses  and  guests  are  invited  to  attend.  Location  to  be  announced.  Series  overview: 


Day/Time 
May  2, 3-4:30  p.m. 
May  3, 2:30-4  p.m. 
May  4, 10:30  a.m.-noon 
May  5, 10:30-noon 


Country 

U.S. 

African  nations 
Philippines  &  Asian  nations 
European  nations 


CoordinatorCs) 

Phyllis  May 

Edith  Jakomo,  Marilina  DeCarvalho 
Ruth  Arichea 
Annegret  Klaiber 
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Bishops  Preaching  at  Daily  Worship 


Date 



Service 

Sermon  Title,  Preacher 

May  2 

Holy  Communion 
1:30  P.M. 

"We  Who  Are  Many  . . .  Are  One  Body" 

Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan,  Louisville  Episcopal  Area 

May  3 

8:15  A.M. 

"Authority  for  What?" 

Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah,  Liberia  Episcopal  Area 

May  4 

8:15  A.M. 

"The  Joy  of  Salvation" 

Bishop  George  W.  Bashore,  Pittsburgh  Episcopal  Area 

May  5 

8:15  A.M. 

"Hanging  on  for  Dear  Life" 

Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie,  Arkansas  Episcopal  Area 

May  6 

8:15  A.M. 

'The  World  and  Everybody  in  It" 
Bishop  Charles  Jordan,  Iowa  Episcopal  Area 

Mays 

8:15  a.m. 

"In  Our  Difference  is  Blessing" 

Bishop  Daniel  Arichea  Jr.,  Baguio  Episcopal  Aral 

May  9 

8:15  A.M. 

"Good  Stewards  of  God's  Manifold  Grace" 

Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney,  South  Georgia  Episcopal  Area 

May  11 

8:15  a.m. 

"Boundary  Crossing" 

Bishop  Joel  Martinez,  Nebraska  Episcopal  Area 

May  12 

8:15  a.m. 

"Sent  and  Set  Against" 

Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson,  Denver  Episcopal  Area 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

VIDEOS 

Selected  Plenary  Sessions 
Available  on  VHS 

$17.50  each 

{including  shipping) 

Order  At  Video  Sales  Booth 

Exhibits  Area  -  Convention  Center  lower  level 


Offered  by  Commission  on  General  Conference  & 
United  Methodist  Communications 


Timely.  Timeless. 


The  BOOK  of 
DISCIPLINE 

l>  Tl  IE  L1NITH>  MFH  KXUST I J ILKO I 


(D 

2000 


The  BOOK  0/ 

RESOLUTIONS 

I  >l-  THb  t  'NITbU MtTMl. >nisr  l  m  iKl  H 


2000 


THE  2001 
UNITED 
METHODIST 

DIRECTORY 

i  INI  lEX  ..( RESiURl  :ES 


I 


All  Available  December,  2000 

The  Book  of  Discipline  is  the  product  of  200  years  of  the  General  Conferences  of  the 
denominations  that  now  form  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  the  instrument  for  setting 
forth  the  laws,  plan,  polity,  and  process  by  which  United  Methodists  govern  themselves. 

Tfte  Book  of  Resolutions  has  been  published  after  each  General  Conference  since  1968  and, 
when  approved,  states  the  policy  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  on  many  current  social  issues 
and  concerns. 

TJie  United  Methodist  Directory  and  Index  of  Resources — new  each  year — provides  the  most 
current  address,  phone,  and  email  information  for  United  Methodist  bishops,  agencies, 
conferences,  colleges,  and  publications. 

All  three  encompass  a  body  of  information  that  is  both  timely  and  timeless. 

The  Book  of  Discipline,  The  Book  of  Resolutions,  and  The  United  Methodist  Directory  and  Index  of 

Resources  are  available  from  Cokesbury  individually  or  in  a  convenient  two-pack  or  three-pack. 

For  more  information,  or  to  place  a  preorder  for  delivery  in  December,  call: 

1-800-672-1789 


^^    Cokesbury 


CALL   OR   VISIT   YOUR   COKESBURY   STORE 

ORDER   TOLL   FREE  :  |.8ai-672l789 

To  OROER  VIA  THE  INTERNET,  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT 

www.cokeshury.cdm 

Satisfaction  Quaranteedl 

Pmc^  sui);ivl  to  L'/uinEt"  uit/imu  ndtiiv  Shrpprng  and  haniiimf<  exird. 
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Advance  DCA  Errata 


Delegate  name  corrections:  Carolyn  Hardin 
Englehardt  (New  York);  Richard  J.  Wills  (Florida). 

Delegate  seating:  Updated  seating  chart  begins  on 
page  1668. 

Report  omissions:  Don  Tanselle  belongs  on  the  list 
of  board  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  Complete  chart  for  report  on  "Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  in  the  21st  Century"  (General  &  Judicial 
Administration  Legislative  Committee)  appears  at  the 
end  of  this  section. 

Corrections  of  petitions: 

Church  and  Society  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30504  (pp.  106-111) — Text  in  second  paragraph  on  p. 
107  ("Many  of  today's  .  .  ."  etc.)  should  be  struck 
through.  Text  in  fiftii  paragraph,  p.  108,  left-hand 
column,  should  be  struck  through.  Text  in  first 
paragraph  of  p.  109,  right-hand  column,  should 
begin:  We  advocate  the  adoption  and  strict .  .  . 

•  30518  (p.  134)— The  hyphen  before  "As  Christians"  in 
the  first  paragraph  was  mistakenly  inserted.  The 
dashes  before  the  enumerated  paragraphs  were 
mistakenly  inserted. 

•  30525  (p.  151) — All  paragraphs  beginning  with 
"Whereas  .  .  ."  should  be  struck  through.  Paragraph 
beginning  with  "As  Christians"  should  be  bold. 

•  30526  (p.  152-156)— The  first  paragraph  on  p.  153 
should  be  struck  through.  The  third  paragraph 
should  appear  in  bold;  a  period  should  follow  after 
"disarmament."  On  p.  156,  the  third  paragraph 
("Since  1936  .  .  .")  and  the  fourth  paragraph  ('The 
local  church")  should  appear  in  bold. 

•  30527  (pp.  157-159)— Paragraphs  on  p.  157  starting 
with  and  including  the  third  (The  border  region  is 
characterized  by  . . .")  through  the  fifth  ("Confronted 
by  this  human  suffering  .  .  .")  should  be  struck 
through.  Seventh  paragraph  ("We  are  concerned 
about  the  following  conditions  .  .  .")  should  be  bold. 
On  p.  158,  first  two  lines  should  appear  in  bold 
(continuation  of  paragraph  on  p.  157). 

•  30529  (p.  52-53)— Fifth  paragraph,  tenth  line  ff., 
should  read: 

...  of  Puerto  Rico  have  been  victims  of 
discrimination,  persecution,  and  imprisonment.  The 
injustices    suffered    under    Puerto    Rico's    colonial 


reality  cannot  be  overlooked.  The  UN  has  clearly 
established  . .  . 

In  the  next  paragraph,  do  not  include:  Dr.  Thorn 
White  Wolf  Fassettt,  General  Secretary. 

•  30532  (p.  61) — Three  footnotes  were  omitted. 
Footnote  1  occurs  in  line  nine,  after  the  phrase  "a 
proven  carcinogen."  Footnote  1  should  read:  See  el 
Nueva  Dia,  Martina  investiga  accidente  con  uranio, 
San  Juan  Puerto  Rico,  Martes,  1  de  junio  de  1999.  See 
article  by  Bill  Messier,  "New  Casualties:  Tales  of 
sickness  from  the  Pentagon's  own  weaponry,  made 
of  depleted  uranivim,"  The  Nation. 

Footnote  2  occurs  in  line  eleven,  after  the  phrase 
"Puerto  Rico  overall."  Footnote  2  should  read: 
"Vieques  Libre:  Legacy  of  the  U.S.  Navy"  at 
http://www.micronetix.net/virus/legacy.htm. 
Footnote  3  occurs  in  line  fourteen,  after  the  phrase 
"this  tiny  island."  Footnote  3  should  read:  Testimony 
presented  by  the  leadership  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Rescue  and  Development  of  Vieques  before  the  U.S. 
Senate  Committee  on  Energy  and  Natural  Resources 
on  May  6, 1999. 

•  30555  (p.  112) — Title  of  resolution  should  not  be 
divided  by  a  paragraph  return  between  "and"  and 
"Opposing." 

•  30566  (pp.  135-137) — Dashes  and  numbers  should 
not  appear  at  beginning  of  paragraphs  on  p.  135.  On 
p.  136,  paragraphs  starting  with  numbers  one 
through  five  in  the  right-hand  column  should  appear 
in  bold. 

•  30568  (pp.  137-138)— On  p.  138,  fourth  paragraph 
(beginning  "We  believe  that  our  country  . . .")  should 
appear  in  bold.  Sixth  paragraph  ("As  the  nation  seeks 
to  increase  .  .  .")  should  appear  in  bold.  Last  three 
paragraphs  of  the  petition  (starting  "The 
continuation  .  .  .  ,"  "We  encourage  .  .  .  ,"  and  "We 
urge  . . .")  should  appear  in  bold. 

•  30569-CS-R522-U  (p.  138)— Text  is  incorrect.  Should 
read: 

The  Criminal  Justice  System 

Amend  "Criminal  Justice,"  The  Book  of  Resolutions, 
p.  522: 

I.  Biblical/Theological  Basis 

Justice  is  the  basic  principle  uf)on  which  God's 
creation   has   been   established.   It   is   the   necessary 
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ingredient  required  for  the  achievement  of  humanity's 
ultimate  purpose. 

Justice  is  an  integral  and  uncompromising  part  in 
God's  redemptive  process,  which  assures  wholeness.  It 
is  a  quality  relationship  based  on  God's  love  and  the 
human  response  motivated  by  love. 

Justice  is  the  theme  that  permeates  the  history  of 
God's  people  as  participants  in  the  ongoing  human 
drama  of  their  daily  existence. 

The  gospel  through  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ, 
conveys  the  message  for  Christians  to  be  healers, 
peacemakers,  and  reconcilers  when  faced  with 
brokenness,  violence,  and  vengeance.  Through  love, 
caring,  and  forgiveness,  Jesus  Christ  was  able  to 
transform  lives,  and  to  restore  the  dignity  and  purpose 
in  those  who  were  willing  to  abide  by  his  His  principles. 

Jesus  Christ  was  opposed  to  vengeance  as  the  way 
to  administer  justice  (Matthew  5:38-44). 

As  Christians,  we  recognize  that  each  person  is 
unique  and  has  great  value  before  God.  Human  worth 
does  not  diminish  when  a  person  violates  laws  made  by 
human  beings,  for  human  worth  has  been  guaranteed 
even  when  God's  law  has  been  violated. 

The  Christian  church  as  an  institution  is  charged 
with  the  responsibility  to  ensure  that  a  system  of  justice 
safeguards  the  inherent  right  that  human  beings 
possess  as  God's  creatures  and  objects  of  the  love  and 
care  that  derive  from  that  relationship. 

II.  Purpose  of  the  Criminal  Justice  System 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  criminal  justice  system 
and  its  administration  is  to  protect  individuals  and 
society  from  any  violation  of  their  legal  and 
constitutional  rights. 

The  criminal  justice  system  in  this  country  has 
been  is  adversely  affected  by  economic  and  social 
conditions  that  have  resulted  in  discrimination  against 
the  poor; — minorities, — and — women  poor  and 
marginalized,  whether  they  be  suspects,  convicted 
offenders,  crime  victims,  or  family  members  of  any  of 
these. 

Prisons  were  initially  developed  to  rehabilitate 
and  to  transform  people,  once  released,  into 
contributing  members  of  society.  Too  often,  prisons 
are  places  where  dehumanizing  conditions  reinforce 
negative  social  behavior.  This  contributes  to  the  high 
incidence  of  recidivism  and  perpetuates  the  cycle  of 
hopelessness,  which  leads  to  more  violence,  crime,  and 
incarceration. 


The  administration  of  the  criminal  justice  system 
has  reached  a  level  of  saturation  that  leads  to 
expediency  rather  than  the  even-handed  application  of 
justice  and  punishment.  This  emphasis  on  expediency 
is  continuing  to  reach  new  heights  each  year  in  our 
nation's  death  chambers.  The  United  States  is  one  of 
the  few  Western  countries  that  insists  on  sentencing 
their  citizens  to  death. 

As  United  Methodist  Christians,  we  are  called  to 
sensitize  those  institutions  that  operate  within  the 
criminal  justice  system  to  be  responsible,  more  humane 
and  just,  to  ensure  the  full  participation  in  society  by 
those  who  have  deviated  from  laws  established  as 
normative  guidelines  for  behavior.  Therefore,  we  wall: 

1.  Minister  te  with  prisoners,  offenders, 
ex-offenders,  victims,  and  to  the  families  involved  (this 
includes  working  toward  the  goal  of  restoration  and 
reconcihation  of  victims  and  offenders); 

2.  Develop  and  offer  competent  ministries  of 
mediation  and  conflict  resolution;  writhin  and 
alongside  the  criminal  justice  system; 

3.  Nurture  members  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  general  public  in  the  insights  of  the  faith 
as  they  provide  guidance  in  expressing  redemption  and 
reconciliation  for  those  persons  embroiled  in  the 
criminal  justice  system; 

4.  Develop  attitudes  of  acceptance  in  the 
community  and  opportunities  for  employment  for 
those  persons  who  are  released  from  imprisonment  or 
who  are  participating  in  programs  that  assist  them  to 
re-enter  community  life;  and 

5.  Monitor  governmental  policies  and  programs  in 
the  field  of  criminal  justice  and  respond  to  them  from 
our  restorative  justice  faith  perspective. 

6.  Encourage  local  churches  to  develop  ministries 
to  address  the  literacy  needs  of  offenders  and 
ex-offenders. 

III.  Law  Enforcement  and  Courts 

Because  we  believe  in  reconciliation  and 
redemption,  we  will  work  for  a  criminal  justice  system 
that  is  just  and  humane  and  has  as  its  goals  restoration 
rather  than  vengeance.  Toward  this  end,  we  will 
support  the  following: 

1.  Provision  of  safeguards  to  ensure  that  the  poor, 
minorities, — and — the — inexperienced  poor  and 
marginalized  have  available  the  legal  assistance  and 
other  advantages  available  to  the  rich,  the  powerful, 
and  the  experienced; 
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2.  Elimination  of  influences  and  practices  of 
discrimination  based  on  race,  ethnic  or  cultural 
background,  native  language,  political  identification, 
age,  class,  er  sex  gender,  sexual  orientation,  or 
disability; 

3.  Staffing  of  the  criminal  justice  system  at  every 
level  by  persons  who  represent  a  diversity  of 
backgrounds  in  our  society  and  who  meet  high 
standards  of  training  and  experience,  including  cultural 
understanding  and  care  about  the  persons  who  come 
under  their  jurisdiction;  and 

4.  Separation  of  juvenile  offenders  from  adult 
offenders,  with  correction  given  to  th«n  the  former 
outside  the  traditional  adult  courts  and  correctional 
system.  Prevention  and  intervention  methods  have 
been  proven  to  work  with  youthful  offenders.; 

5.  Appointment  and/or  election  of  more  judges, 
public  defenders,  and  prosecutors  to  ease  judicial 
caseloads  in  order  to  ensure  speedier  trials  and  give 
more  attention  to  individual  cases. 

6.  Community  policing  efforts  where  the  police 
and  the  community  work  together  to  ensure  safe 
neighborhoods. 

With  sp>ecific  regard  to  law-enforcement  officials 
and  the  courts,  we  as  United  Methodists: 


we  urge  the  creation  of  a  genuinely  new  system  and 
programs  for  rehabilitation  that  will  restore,  preserve, 
and  nurture  the  total  humanity  of  the  imprisoned.  We 
believe  that  sentences  should  hold  within  them  the 
possibilities  of  reconciliation  and  restoration. 

Therefore,  we  assert  that: 

1.  In  the  sentencing  by  the  courts  and  in  the 
implementation  of  the  sentences,  the  criminal  justice 
system  should  use  all  resources  and  knowledge 
available  to  ensure  that  sentencing  embodies  the 
possibility  of  rehabilitation  and  reconciliation.; 
Therefore,  we  oppose  the  two-  and  three-strike  laws 
and  sentencing  without  the  possibility  of  parole. 

2.  Imprisonment  should  be  imposed  only  when  the 
continued  freedom  of  the  offender  poses  a  direct  threat 
to  society  and  when  no  acceptable  alternative  exists; 

3.  Jails  and  prisons  should  not  be  used  as 
dumping  grounds  for  persons  with  mental  and 
emotional  illnesses  or  for  the  mentally  retarded. 

4.  From  1980  to  1995,  drug  law  violators  accounted 
for  68%  of  the  increase  in  the  federal  prison 
population,  making  drug  law  violators  the  largest 
group  of  federal  inmates.  Therefore,  we  support 
substance  abuse  treatment  and  education  for  those 
who  seek  it. 


1 .  Support  efforts  to  develop  alternatives  methods 
to  the  use  of  deadly  force  by  law  enforcement  officials; 

2.  Insist  that  accused  persons  should  have 
competent  legal  assistance  and  be  ensured  a  speedy  and 
fair  trial;  and 

3.  Recognize  that  white-collar  crime,  corporate 
crime,  and  organized  crime  has  have  corrupting  power 
over  the  racial,  political,  and  economic  life  of  our 
nations  countries.  Thus,  we  and  support  efforts  to 
opfKJse  it  such  crime  through  effective  legislation, 
strong  law  enforcement,  and  the  development  of  public 
awareness. 

rv.  Sentences 

The  primary  purposes  of  a  sentence  for  a  crime  is 
to  criminal  sentencing  are  the  protection  of  society 
from  future  crimes  by  the  offender,  the  deterrence  of 
offenders  from  committing  a  crime  crimes,  restitution 
of-the  to  victims,  and  assistance  to  the  offenders  to  in 
become  becoming  a  law-abiding  citizens. 

Believing  in  the  love  of  Christ  who  came  to  save  all 
persons,  including  those  who  are  lost  and  vulnerable, 


3  5.  Capital  punishment  should  be  eliminated, 
since  it  violates  the  concept  of  sacredness  of  human  life 
and  is  contrary  to  our  belief  that  sentences  should  hold 
within  them  the  possibilities  of  reconciliation  and 
restoration; 

4  6.  Sentences  to  restitution,  community  service, 
and  other  nonimprisonment  alternatives  provide 
economical,  rational,  and  humane  systems  of  justice  for 
nondangerous  offenders  and  provide  justice  for  the 
victim; 

5  7.  Community  involvement  and  concern  is-are 
needed  to  monitor  the  policies  and  practices  of  the 
criminal  justice  system; 

6.  The  criminal  justice  system  must  be  accessible  to 
all  persons; 

7  8.  Accused  persons  must  not  be  prejudged  for 
detention  before  trial  on  the  basis  of  their  character, 
race,  age,  ethnic  or  cultural,  native  language,  culture, 
political  identification  gender,  sexual  orientation,  or 
class  or  disability;  and 
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8  9.  Percentage-of-sentence  limitations  on  ^ood 
behavioi^  paroles  violate  the  Christian  mandates  for 
redemption  and  reconciliation. 

We  call  upon  all  United  Methodists  to  study  the 
Social  Principles  and  take  necessary  steps  in 
combating  all  unjust  behavior  within  the  criminal 
justice  system. 

See  Social  Principles,  168F,  "Criminal  and 
Restorative  Justice,"  "Equal  Justice,"  "Grand  Jury 
Abuse,"  "Juvenile  Justice,"  "Local  Church  and  the  Local 
jaU,"  'Tenal  Reform,"  'Toliee  Firearms  Polieiea,^' 
"Victims  of  Crime,"  "Restorative  Justice." 

•  31769  (p.  131) — All  text  should  appear  in  bold. 

Conferences  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30361  (p.  174) — Should  read:  a  toy  professing 
member  (1215.2) 

•  30431  (p.  176) — Should  read: ...  if  any,  the  conference 
council  on  ministries; 

•  30841  (p.  189) — In  the  first  paragraph,  the  phrase 
"such  as  political  and  economic  instability  and  the 
possibility"  should  appear  in  bold. 


Discipleship  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30421  (p.  456) — Has  been  reassigned  to  the 
Disdpleship  Legislative  Committee. 

•  30440  (pp.  283-284)— Each  paragraph  should  be 
numbered.  Last  paragraph  should  appear  in  bold  and 
begin  with  the  word  "There." 

•  30448  (p.  286)—  "a"  should  be  bold,  not  struck 
through;  strike  through  "the." 

•  30458  (p.  288)— Should  be  assigned  to  Financial 
Administration  Legislative  Conrunittee. 


Faith  and  Order  Legislative  Committee: 

•  31623  (p.  1278)— Change  64D  to  64D-D. 

•  31624  (p.  1278>— Change  64D  to  64E-D. 

•  31625  (p.  1279)— Change  64D  to  64I-D. 

•  31626  (p.  1279)— Change  64D  to  64C-D. 


•  31717  (p.  1279)— Change  64D  to  64I-D. 

Financial  Administration  Levislative  Committee: 

•  30020  (p.  452) — Should  be  coiwidered  as  a  resolution. 

•  30382  (p.  452>— Assigned  to  Local  Church  Legislative 
Committee. 

•  30398  (p.  766)— Petition  text  should  read: 
In  all  cases  .  .  .  and  a  lay  or  clergy  or  professing 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  if  the 
respondent  is  a  toy  professing  member . . . 

•  31158  (p.  425) — Beginning  of  petition  should  include 
the  following: 

In  cooperation  with  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and   Administration   .   .   .   program   of  insvirance 
protection    and — risk — management,    except    for 
employee  benefit  programs. 
Remainder  of  petition  reads  as  appears  in  ADCA. 

•  31160  (p.  427)— Text  in  4.  should  be  bold,  not  sbuck 
through.  Text  in  5.  should  be  bold  and  read  as 
follows: 

If  an  annual  conference  establishes  an  apportioned 
fund  which  combines  funds  subject  to  proportional 
payment  under  1619  with  funds  not  subject  to 
proportional  payment,  it  shall  establish  procedures 
to  ensure  that  the  proportional  payment  provisions 
of  1619  are  observed. 
Text  in  6.  is  correct  as  printed. 

•  31171  (p.  432) — Begiiming  of  this  petition  should 
read: 

Fiscal  Accountability  Responsibilities — All  monies 
contributed  . . . 

List  of  all  items  after  2.  should  be  struck  through: 
a)  The  World  Service  Fund,  induding  World  Service 
Special  Gifts  and  Advance  Special  Gifts,  .  .  .  s)  any 
fund  or  funds  as  directed  by  the  proper  authority.  | 

Point  XXX,  including  all  subpwints,  should  app>ear  in 
bold. 

•  31177  (p.  442)— Strike  through  the  word  "and"  in 
point  niunber  three: 

3.  The  expenses  of  the  Judicial  Coimdl  shall  be  paid 
from  the  General  Administration  Fvmd,  and  within  a 
budget  subnutted  annually  . . . 
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•  31178  (p.  443) — Point  number  five  and  its  subpoints 
should  appear  in  bold.  Initial  letters  for  subpoints  B, 
C,  and  D  should  appear  in  lower  case. 

•  31184  (p.  447)— Should  read  as  follows: 

Upon  receipt  of  a  ...  of  the  council.  The  treasurer  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admiixistration 
shall  remit  monthly  one-twelfth  regularly,  at  such 
intervals  as  the  council  may  detennine,  equal 
installments  of  the  share  approved  for  payment  from 
the  Episcopal  Fund  to  the  person  or  office  designated 
by  the  Episcopal  Residence  Committee  to  receive 
such  housing  payments.  (See  also  1636.)  The 
treasurer  shall  also  remit  regular  installments  of  the 
amount  approved  by  the  council  as  office  expenses 
to  each  bishop,  or  to  the  person  or  office  designated 
by  the  bishop  to  receive  such  payments. 

•  31190  (p.  450)— Point  1.  should  read  as  follows: 
Trust  Clause  in  Deeds. — 1 ....  hereafter  acquired  for 
use  as  a  place  of  divine  worship  or  other  activities  for 
members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  or  for 
ether  church  activities  shall  contain  the  following 
trust  clause  .  .  . 

General/ludicial  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30388  (p.  752) — Continuation  of  paragraph  should 
read: . . .  and  six  (6)  alternate  . . .  and  one  (1)  of  whom 
shall  be  a  \aypenon  professing  member . . . 

•  30393  (p.  766) — First  line  should  read: . . .  and  a  layer 
clergy  or  professing  member  . . . 

•  30401  (p.  771)— In  the  second  line,  "may"  should  not 
be  marked  with  a  strike-through. 

•  30544  (p.  767) — Final  paragraph  (a  footnote)  is  not 
part  of  the  petition. 

•  30546  (p.  739-740)— Two  footnotes  were  omitted.  The 
first  should  app>ear  after  the  bold  material  in  point 
1 — (subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations  in 
^2624.4)'— and  should  read  as  follows:  1.  The  statute 
of  limitations  went  into  effect  as  law  on  a 
prospective  basis  starting  on  January  1,  1993.  All 
alleged  offenses  that  occurred  prior  to  this  date  are 
time  barred.  See  Judicial  Coimcil  decisions  691  and 
704.  The  second  footnote  should  app>ear  after  (i)  child 
abuse'  and  (k)  sexual  misconduct',  and  read  as 
follows:  2.  This  offense  was  first  listed  as  a  separate 
chargeable  offense  in  the  19%  Book  of  Discipline, 
April  27, 1996.  See  Judicial  Council  Decision  691. 

•  30727  (p.  706)— Change  4D  to  4C. 


•  30796  (p.  736) — In  seventh  line  of  first  paragraph,  the 
words  "the  judicial  proceedings"  should  not  be 
struck  through. 

•  30799  (p.  747) — Entire  petition  should  appear  in  bold. 

•  30800  (p.  760) — Entire  petition  should  appear  in  bold. 

•  30808  (p.  706)  and  30727  (p.  706)  are  identical 
petitions.  30808  is  missing  the  word 
"marginalization"  in  line  seven;  should  occur  after 
"painful  division  and." 

•  31132  (p.  1327)— Change  source  to  GBPHB. 

•  31154  (p.  710) — Petition  text  should  begin  with: 

Six  Four  special  churchv^qde  Sundays  with  offerings 
shall  be  cel^rated  in  each  United  Methodist  church . . . 

•  31203  (p.  739)— Title  of  petition  should  read:  New 
preamble  before  112623-2629.  Instructions  should 
read:  Delete  present  statement  regarding  effective 
date  of  112623-2629  and  add  a  new  statement  after 
the  section  title  and  before  2623: 

•  31739  (p.  772>— In  petition  number,  change  906D  to 
NonDis-O 

Global  Ministries  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30988  (pp.  900-901)— Another  paragraph  should 
follow  the  one  that  begins  "Whereas,  representatives 
from  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal .  . .": 
Whereas,  the  Commission  on  Uiuon  began  its  work 
by  visioning  any  models  of  union  that  might  be  lifted 
up  for  consideration  by  the  four  member  churches; 
and  . . . 

In  the  paragraph  beginning  "Be  it  further  resolved 
that  the  present  commission,"  the  seventh  line  should 
read: 

.  .  .  three  (3)  clergy  and  three  (3)  laypersons,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  a  young  adult  (either  clergy  or  lay). 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30596  and  30597  (p.  1025)— Source  for  both  is  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  not  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

•  30762  (p.  985)— In  the  eighth  paragraph,  the  (2.) 
should  not  be  struck  through.  Ten  lines  further 
should  read:  c)  The  respondent  shall  have  a  right  to  be 
accompanied  by  another  a  clergyperson  . .  . 

•  30764  (p.  988)— Should  read:  Recommendation  by  the 
district  .  .  .  and  the  cabinet  after  review  of  their 
qualifications,  and  the  circumstances  . . . 
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•  31155  (p.  979)— Change  word  "relating"  to 
"relation." 

•  31164  (p.  1007) — Instructions  should  read:  Amend 
fourth  sentence  of  634.  Petition  should  read  as 
follows: 

The  entire  adnunistrative  process  leading  to  the  action 
for  change  ...  in  full  connection  with  the  annual 
conference  prior  to  any  action  by  the  annual 
conference.  The  adnunistrative  fair  process  hearing . . . 
This — paragraph — 9haH — become — effective — at — the 
conclusion  of  the  1996  General  Conference,  except  for 
maHers  that  have  already  proceeded  to  the  Joint 
Review  Committee. 

Independent  Commissions  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30533  (p.  1396) — Should  include  this  preamble  at  the 
beginning: 

In  1750,  John  Wesley  wrote  the  sermon  "Catholic 
Spirit,"  in  which  he  presented  his  views  on  mutual 
tolerance  among  those  seeking  to  unite  in  love: 

". . .  And  'tis  certain,  so  long  as  'we  know'  but  'in 
part',  that  all  men  [sic]  will  not  see  all  things  alike.  It 
is  an  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  present 
weakness  and  shortness  of  human  understanding  that 
several  men  will  be  of  several  minds,  in  religion  as 
well  as  in  common  life.  So  it  has  been  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world,  and  so  it  will  be  'till  the 
restitution  of  all  things'. 

"Nay  farther:  although  every  man  necessarily 
believes  that  every  particular  opinion  which  he  holds 
is  true  (for  to  believe  any  opinion  is  not  true  is  the 
same  thing  as  not  to  hold  it)  yet  can  no  man  be  assured 
that  all  his  own  opinions  taken  together  are  true.  Nay, 
every  thinking  man  is  assured  they  are  not,  seeing 
humanum  est  errare  et  nescire — to  be  ignorant  of  many 
things,  and  to  mistake  in  some,  is  the  necessary 
condition  of  humanity.  This  therefore,  he  is  sensible, 
is  his  own  case.  He  knows  in  the  general  that  he 
himself  is  not  mistaken;  although  in  what  particulars 
he  mistakes  he  does  not,  perhaps  cannot,  know. 

"I  say,  perhaps  he  cannot  know.  For  who  can  tell 
how  far  invincible  ignorance  may  extend?  Or  (what 
comes  to  the  same  thing)  invincible  prejudice;  which 
is  often  so  fixed  in  tender  minds  that  it  is  afterwards 
impossible  to  tear  up  what  has  taken  so  deep  a  root. 
And  who  can  say,  unless  he  knew  every  circumstance 
attending  it,  how  far  any  mistake  is  culpable?  Seeing 
all  guilt  must  suppose  some  concurrence  of  the 
will — of  which  he  only  can  judge  who  searcheth  the 
heart 


"Every  wise  man  therefore  will  allow  others  the 
same  liberty  of  thinking  which  he  desires  they  should 
allow  him;  and  will  no  more  insist  on  their  embracing 
his  opinions  than  he  would  have  them  to  insist  on  his 
embracing  theirs.  He  bears  with  those  who  differ 
from  him,  and  only  asks  him  with  whom  he  desires  to 
unite  in  love  that  single  question.  'Is  thine  heart,  as 
my  heart  is  with  thy  heart?'"  {The  Works  of  John 
Wesley,  Volume  2,  Sermons  II,  "Catholic  Spirit," 
83-85). 

Unfortunately,  in  Wesley's  1784  abridgement  of 
the  Thirty-Nine  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  not  in  keeping  with  the  tone  of  "Catholic  Spirit," 
a  number  of  strong  statements  against  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  were  included. 

In  1970  the  General  Conference  adopted  a 
Resolution  of  Intent.  It  was  offered  to  the  conference 
by  Albert  Outler  on  behalf  of  the  Theological  Study 
Conunission  on  Doctrine  and  Doctrinal  Standards. 
Engaged  in  the  debate,  among  others,  were  Harold  A. 
Bosley,  Robert  E.  Cushman,  and  Georgia  Haikness. 
The  Resolution  was  adopted  as  presented  (Journal  of 
the  1970  General  Conference,  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  255).  However,  the  Resolution  was  not 
included  in,  or  was  mistakenly  deleted  from.  The  Book 
of  Resolutions  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  1970. 

At  the  General  Conference  of  1992,  a  new 
Resolution,  "Ecumenical  Interpretations  of  Doctrinal 
Standards,"  offered  by  the  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  was 
received,  adopted,  and  subsequently  printed  in  The 
Book  of  Resolutions  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
1992  (245-46).  Although  grounded  in  the  Study 
Conunission's  Resolution  of  Intent,  this  document  is 
not  as  comprehensive  in  its  scope  as  was  the  original, 
with  specific  reference  to  our  current  understanding 
of  the  composition  of  otu*  Doctrinal  Standards. 

The  original  Resolution  of  Intent  is  re-submitted 
as  a  substitute  for  "Ecumenical  Interpretations  of 
Doctrinal  Standards": 

•  30534  (pp.  1396-97)— Another  paragraph  should 
appear  after  the  one  starting  "Whereas,  'In  the 
twentieth  century  ...'": 

.  .  .  Holocaust"  (Building  New  Bridges  in  Hope,  The 
Book  of  Resolutions  1996);  and; 

Whereas,  as  the  same  document  observes,  "[t]he 
Christian  church  has  a  profound  obligation  to  correct 
historical  and  theological  teachings  that  have  led  to 
false  and  pejorative  perceptions  of  Judaism  and 
contributed  to  persecution  and  hatred  of  Jews";  and 
Whereas,  we  are  currently  . . . 
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•  30832    (p.     1418)— Petition     number    should    be: 
30832-1C-2403-D. 


•  30338  (p.  1111)— Sixth  line  should  read:  transfer  for  a 
member  (no  "s"). 


•  30833  (p.  1419) — Petition  number  should  be: 
30833-1C-2404-D. 

Local  Churches  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30323  (p.  1104-5) — Instruction  line  should  refer  to 
811,  not  812. 

•  30328  (p.  1107)— In  the  fifth  line  the  word  "by" 
should  be  struck  through.  In  the  tenth  line  the  comma 
after  baptismal  vows  and  should  be  struck  through. 


•  30350  (p.  1117-18)— Should  read:  1.  Out  of  the  general 
miniatry  professing  membership  of  each  . . . 

•  30351  (p.  1126)— Should  read:  .  .  .  activities.  Youth 
who  are  fnH  professing  members  . . . 

•  30424  (p.  1118-19)— Starting  in  the  eighteenth  line, 
strike  through  beginning  with:  "Its  membership . . .  " 
through  "employee  relationship." 

•  31151  (p.  1121) — In  instructions,  change  254.4d  to 
254.4b. 


•  31198  (p.  1139)— In  3.  change  "if  circumstances"  to 
"when  circiimstances." 


Author  Book  Signings 

at  the  Cokesbury  Exhibit 

Tuesday,  May  2 

Wednesday,  May  3 

10  to  11  a.m. 

12:30  to  1:30  p.m. 

Arthur  McClanahan,  Be  Filled 

Amy  DeLong,  The  Loyal  Opposition 

Diane  Huie  Balay,  The  Man  from  Nazareth 

Tex  Sample,  The  Loyal  Opposition 

Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes,  Major  United  Methodist  Beliefs 

11  a.m.  to  noon 

Bishop  Michael  J.  Coyner,  Making  a  Good  Move 

Dale  Clem,  Winds  of  Fury 

Bishop  Fritz  Mutti,  Breath  of  New  Life 

1:30  to  2:30  p.m. 

Robin  Lovin,  Christian  Ethics 

Douglass  Lewis,  Meeting  the  Moment 

Debra  Cronin,  Holy  Ground 

James  A.  Hamish,  Men  at  Mid-Life 

S  T  Kimbrough  Jr.,  Methodism  in  Russia  and 
the  Baltic  States 

Noon  to  1  p.m. 

H.  Eddie  Fox,  Let  the  Redeemed  of  the  Lord  Say  So 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  A  Global  Odyssey 

Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr.,  John  Wesley,  Holiness  of  Heart 
and  Life 

Scott  J.  Jones,  John  Wesley's  Conception  and  Use 
of  Scripture 

3  to  4  p.m. 

Bruce  Birch,  A  Theological  Introduction 
to  the  Old  Testament 

Bishop  David  J.  Lawson,  Hungering  for  the  Future 

Boyce  A.  Bowdon,  The  Child-Friendly  Church 
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Additional  Report  Material  for  General  &  Judicial  Administration  Legislative  Committee 

STRENGTHENING  THE  BLACK  CHURCH  FOR  THE  21ST  CENTURY 

Complete  Appendix  III  (see  p.  704  of  Advance  Daily  Christian  Advocate) 
In-Kind  Contributions  of  General  Boards  and  Agencies 


General  Agency/Representative 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 


General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


General  Council  on  Ministries 


In-Kind  Contributions 

S?rvic? 

$200.00 

Logo  Design 

$1^00.00 

Travel/housing/meals 

$70,000.00 

Grant 

$824.27 

Travel/housing/meals 

$20;341 

In-Kind  Office  Space, 
Telephone,  Computer, 
Administrative  Services, 
Coimcil  Meetings,  Resourcing 
for  Meetings,  Visits  with  CRC, 
Ethnic  Local  Church  Concerns, 
Travel/housing/meals 

General  Board  of  Discipleship 


$36,000 

$8,000 

$10,000 

$8,000 

$6,000 
$15,000 

$4,200 


Convocation  of  Leaders  in 

African-American 

Congregations 

Quest  Seminar 

Black  Family  Ministry  Project 

ELCC  Grants-Black  Farruly 
Ministry 

SBC-21  Training  Events 

Development  of  SBC-21 
Resources 

Travel/housing/meals 


Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed.  and  Ministry 


$455,656.00 
$117,515.00 
$10,500.00 

$2,096.00 


Undergraduate  Scholarships 

Graduate  scholarships 

Campus  Ministers  and 
Chaplains 

Travel/housing/ meals 


General  Commission  on  Archives  &  History 


General  Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men 


General  Conmussion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
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Gen'l  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 


$6,800.00 


Travel/ housing/ meals 


Gen'l  Comm.  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women 


$3,000.00 


Travel/ho\ising/meals 


General  Commission  on  Communications 
United  Methodist  News  Service 


$3,428.90 

$1,195.17 

$500.00 

$1,150.00 

$488.09 


Travel /housing/ meals 

Travel  /  housing  /  mea  Is 

Web  Page  Expenses 

Interpreter  Cover  Story 

Consultant  with  SBC-21 
Coordinator 


Board  of  United  Meth.  Publishing  House 


$350.00 

$23,000.00 

$3,633.00 

$4371.00 

$3,612.00 


Brochure  Design  and  Layout 

Circuit  Rider 

Thomas  Shockley  Internship 

Thomas  Shockley  Academy 

Travel/housing/meals 


Southeast  Jurisdiction  Admin.  Council 


$11,000.00 

$7,500.00 
$3,500.00 


Training  African  American 
Pastors 

Mailing  /  printing 

3  SEJ  Rural  Pastors  Travel 


(Kentucky,  NC,  Mississippi,  Ala/WR) 


$5,000 

$650.00 

$2,800.00 


Annual  Conf.  Support/Training 
CRC  Event  Travel 
Travel/hovjsing/meals 


Expenditures  for  1996-2000 


$12,000.00 

$2,000.00 

$5,000 


SEJ-BMCR 

Projected 

National  Meeting  in  SEJ  2000 


Projected  Expenditures  for  1999-2000 


$500.00 
$2^00.00 
$6,000.00 
$10,000.00 


Travel  to  Meetings 

CRC  events 

Aimual  Conference  Support 

Undesignated  for  2000 


Gen'l  Council  on  Finance  4  Administration         $1,500.00 


Travel/housing/meals 


Total 


$881^10.43 


In-Kind  Contributiona 
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Additional  Petitions 


Church  and  Society  Legislative  Committee 

Petition  Number:  31754-CS-NonE)is-0;   Charles  R 
Dilks,  Holston 

UMC  leave  COCU 

Whereas,  in  the  year  2002  the  nine  member 
denominations  of  COCU  plan  to  share  together  one 
baptism  and  the  Eucharist  and  recognize  one  another  as 
part  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ;  and 

Whereas,  in  the  year  2007  the  member 
denominations  would  accept  one  another's  ministers  as 
"instruments  of  God's  grace";  and 

Whereas,  "apostolic  collegia"  councils  of  oversight 
and  other  commissions  are  at  work  to  build  greater 
organic  and  structural  union  among  the  member 
denominations;  and 


jobs,  thus  perpetuating  a  poverty  class  with  sex  (and 
race)  characteristics"  ('The  Economic  Community: 
Economic  Justice,"  1996  Book  of  Resolutions,  p.  440); 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  adopt  the  living  wage  as  a  model  for  justice  in 
the  world  and  in  the  household  of  faith,  specifically 
challenging  all  levels  of  the  church — local  United 
Methodist  congregations,  annual  coi\ferences,  and  their 
agencies,  the  general  church  and  its  agencies,  to  adjvist 
compensation  for  all  employees,  including  support 
staff,  to  effect  the  following:  reflect  the  local  cost  of 
living;  provide  for  adequate  health  coverage  for 
employees  and  their  dependents;  provide  mechanisn« 
for  training,  promotion  and  advancement  all  United 
Methodist  employees  at  all  levels;  and  establish  checks 
and  balances  to  ensure  that  fair  and  consistently  applied 
personnel  policies  pertain  to  all  employees  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its  agencies. 


Whereas,  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  one  of  the 
member  denominations,  presently  ordains  homosexuals 
into  the  ministry  and  approves  the  homosexual 
lifestyle, 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  20(X)  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  cease 
participation  in  COCU  until  all  member  denominations 
of  the  union  cease  ordaining  practicing  homosexuals 
and  approving  the  homosexual  lifestyle,  or  until  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  is  excluded  from  COCU. 


Petition  Number:  31755-CS-NonDis-O;  Lorraine  J. 
Zeller,  St  Andrews  UMC,  Palo  Alto,  CA 

UMC  adopt  the  "living  wage"  model 

Whereas,  the  United  Methodist  Church  supports  a 
living  wage,  as  outlined  in  '^67  of  the  1996  Book  of 
Discipline;  and 

Whereas,  "all  church  agencies  shall  respect  their 
employees'  rights  to  good  working  conditions,  fair 
compensation  and  collective  action"  ("Rights  of 
Workers,"  resolution  adopted  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  1988);  and 

Whereas,  church  office  workers,  over  95  percent  of 
whom  are  female,  work  in  low-paying  jobs,  which 
"keep  people  and  families  in  poverty  and  women  and 
children  are  increasingly  employed  in  (low  paying) 


Petition  Number:  31948-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

White  privilege  in  the  U.S. 

European  Americans  enjoy  a  broad  range  of 
privileges  derued  to  persons  of  color  in  our  society, 
privileges  that  often  permit  them  to  dominate  others 
who  do  not  enjoy  such  privileges.  While  there  are  many 
issues  that  reflect  the  racism  in  U.S.  society,  there  are 
some  cases  where  racism  is  the  issue,  such  as 
affirmative  action,  housing,  job  discrimination,  hate 
crimes,  and  criminal  justice.  In  addition,  there  are  many 
broader  social  issues  where  racism  is  one  factor  in  the 
equation,  albeit  often  the  major  one: 

Poverty  is  a  serious  problem  in  the  U.S.,  but  a  far 
greater  percentage  of  black  and  Hispanic  persons  than 
of  white  persons  are  poor. 

Police  brutality  is  much  more  prevalent  in  ethnic 
minority  communities,  partly  because  police  in 
minority  communities  are  usually  a  nonresident, 
mostly  white  occupying  force. 

Schools  in  white  communities  receive  a  far  higher 
proportion  of  education  dollars  than  those  in  minority 
communities,  leading  to  larger  class  size,  fewer 
resources  and  inferior  facilities. 

While  welfare  affects  the  entire  society,  it  hits 
minorities  hardest.  Although  both  Democrats  and 
Republicans  support  tax  credits  for  families  to  enable 
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middle  class  mothers  to  stay  home  with  their  children, 
welfare  "reform"  forces  poor,  single  mothers  to  take 
low  paying  jobs  and  leave  their  children  to  inadequate 
or  nonexistent  day  care.  Because  more  and  better  job 
opportunities  are  open  to  white  p>ersons,  they  are 
leaving  the  welfare  rolls  faster  than  minority  persons, 
making  minority  persons  a  disproportionate  segment 
of  the  welfare  population. 

Criminal  "justice"  is  meted  out  more  aggressively 
in  racial  minority  communities  than  white 
commuruties.  Nearly  half  of  iiunates  in  the  U.S.  are 
African  American;  one  out  of  every  fourteen  black  men 
is  now  in  prison  or  jail;  one  out  of  every  four  is  likely  to 
be  imprisoned  at  some  point  during  his  lifetime. 

If  only  one  of  these  areas  impacted  ethnic 
minorities  disproportionately,  an  explanation  might  be 
found  in  some  sociological  factor  other  than  race.  But 
where  race  is  a  common  thread  running  through 
virtually  every  inequality  in  our  society,  we  are  left  with 
only  one  conclusion:  white,  European  Americans  enjoy 
a  wide  range  of  privileges  that  are  denied  to  persons  of 
color  in  our  society.  These  privileges  enable  white 
persons  to  escape  the  injustices  and  inconveniences 
which  are  the  daily  experience  of  racial  ethnic  persons. 
Those  who  are  white  assume  that  they  can  purchase  a 
home  wherever  they  choose  if  they  have  the  money; 
that  they  can  expect  courteous  service  in  stores  and 
restaurants;  that  if  they  are  pulled  over  by  a  police  car  it 
will  be  for  a  valid  reason  unrelated  to  their  skin  color. 
Persons  of  color  cannot  make  these  assumptions. 

We  suggest  that  the  Church  focus  not  only  on  the 
plight  of  people  living  in  urban  or  rural  ghettos,  but 
also  on  white  privilege  and  its  impact  on  white 
persons.  For  example,  churches  in  white  or 
predominantly  white  communities  need  to  ask  why 
there  are  no  persor\s  of  color  in  their  community,  why 
the  prison  population  in  their  state  is 
disproportionately  black  and  Hispanic  persons,  why 
there  are  so  few  black  and  Hispanic  people  in  high 
paying  jobs  and  prestigious  universities,  why  schools  in 
white  communities  receive  more  than  their  fair  share  of 
education  dollars,  and  why  white  pjersons  receive 
preferential  treatment  from  white  police  officers.  We 
ask  the  General  Conference  to  recognize  white  privilege 
as  an  underlying  cause  of  injustice  in  our  society 
including  our  Church  and  to  commit  the  Church  to  its 
elimination  in  Church  and  society.  The  rights  and 
privileges  a  society  bestows  upon  or  withholds  from 
those  who  comprise  it  indicate  the  relative  esteem  in 
which  that  society  holds  particular  person  and  groups 
of  persons.  We  direct  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
in  consultation  with  the  GCORR,  to  prepare  a  study 
guide  on  white  privilege  and  its  cor\sequences  in 
Church  and  society.  We  ask  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society    in    every    annual    conference    to    sponsor 


workshops  on  white  privilege.  We  direct  the  GCORR 
and  the  GBOD  to  jointly  review  and  develop  UM 
curriculum  materials,  with  particular  attention  to  those 
for  children  and  youth,  for  the  purpose  of  affirming 
children  of  all  racial  and  ethnic  groups,  and  to 
communicate  in  our  curriculum  materials  that  in  our 
society,  privileges  that  are  taken  for  granted  by  white 
persons  are  often  denied  to  others  because  of  their  racial 
and  ethnic  identity.  We  ask  each  local  church  v^th  a 
predominantly  white  membership:  1)  To  reflect  on  its 
own  willingness  to  welcome  persor\s  without  regard  to 
race  and  to  assess  the  relative  accessibility  in  housing, 
employment,  education  and  recreation  in  its 
community  to  white  persons  and  to  f>ersons  of  color;  2) 
to  welcome  persons  of  color  into  membership  and  full 
participation  in  the  church  and  community  and  to 
advocate  for  their  access  to  the  benefits  which  white 
persons  take  for  granted.  We  challenge  individual 
white  persons  to  confess  their  participation  in  the  sin  of 
racism  and  repent  for  past  and  current  racist  practices. 
And  we  challenge  individual  ethic  persons  to 
appropriate  acts  of  forgiveness.  Finally,  we  call  all 
persons,  whatever  their  racial  or  ethnic  heritage,  to 
work  together  to  restore  the  broken  body  of  Christ. 


Petition  Number:  31949-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

Pathways  to  economic  justice 

The  Church  is  set  in  a  world  of  growing  inequality. 
Even  in  the  United  States  where  there  are  268 
billionaires,  a  large  percentage  of  all  children  live  below 
the  poverty  line.  The  richest  1%  of  Americans  had  as 
much  income  in  1999  as  the  bottom  38%  combined.  In 
many  poor  covmtries  in  Africa  and  Asia,  the  poverty  is 
deeper  and  the  gap  between  rich  and  poor  exceeds  the 
gap  that  existed  in  life  between  Dives  and  Lazarus.  In 
such  a  situation,  the  church  must  decide  whether  its 
mission  to  preach  good  news  to  the  poor  is  good  news 
only  for  their  spiritual  life  or  whether  it  is  good  news  to 
the  whole  person. 

From  the  beginnings  of  Methodism,  we  have 
always  been  a  movement  that  sees  the  whole  jjerson, 
body  and  soul.  Wesley's  class  meetings  emphasized 
both  acts  of  piety  and  acts  of  mercy.  He  organized  and 
used  the  class  meetings  to  support  groups  like  sewing 
collectives,  which  helped  those  who  didn't  have  much 
money,  bring  their  resources  together  to  start  small 
biisinesses  that  would  be  a  witness  to  God's  abundance 
in  the  midst  of  poverty.  The  Church  has  many 
opfXDrtunities  to  continue  that  witness  if  we  make  the 
conrvmitment  that  Wesley  made:  every  congregation  not 
only  gives  to  mission,  but  has  an  opportunity  to  use  its 
assets  for  the  building  of  a  more  just  economy. 
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Drawing  on  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  the 
prophets,  the  writings  and  example  of  our  founder, 
John  Wesley,  and  on  an  analysis  of  current  economic 
conditions,  we  can  discern  pathways  leading  to  a  more 
just  and  equitable  sharing  of  the  riches  that  God  has 
given  us  as  a  human  family.  These  pathways  are 
personal,  local  and  global. 

Personal  Pathways  to  Economic  Justice 

Support  locally  based  businesses 

Recycle  waste  products  and  avoid  use  of 
disposable  products  where  possible 

Buy  organic,  locally  produced  foods  as  much  as 
possible. 

Invest  personal  savings  in  stocks  and  mutual 
funds  which  are  socially  screened 

Buy  only  clothing  and  other  articles  that  you  know 
are  not  manufactured  by  child  labor,  sweatshop  or  slave 
labor 


that  prevents  corporations  and  special  interest  groups 
from  buying  legislators  and  dominating  the  legislative 
process.  Support  public  sector  job  creation  to  build 
highways,  schools  and  housing  when  the  private  sector 
is  unable  to  provide  jobs  for  all  who  need  them.  Support 
policies  that  encourage  the  use  of  renewable  resources 
and  limit  the  destruction  of  nonrenewable  resources, 
leading  to  a  sustainable  environment.  End  the  fiction  that 
the  corporation  is  a  "person,"  a  doctrine  never 
envisioned  by  the  founding  fathers.  Support  Jubilee  2000 
through  living  out  its  spirit  and  principles  in  the  life  of 
the  community. 

The  Church  has  too  often  neglected  the  full  call  of 
the  gospel  and  left  economics  in  the  hands  of 
government  and  business.  The  Kingdom  of  God  is  a  form 
of  economy  that  calls  forth  from  each  of  us  a  commitment 
to  the  abundance  of  God  in  our  midst.  It  is  a  call  to 
renounce  the  politics  of  greed  and  acquisitiveness  that 
dominate  the  institutions  of  government  and  business 
and  reclaim  their  true  calling  in  the  service  of  people. 
Economy  is  how  we  order  our  lives,  our  politics,  our 
world.  It  is  time  that  we  manifest  Gospel  values  in  the 
economic  order.  It  is  after  all,  our  calling. 


Engage  in  Bible  study  on  economic  justice 

Take  part  in  study  groups  on  economic  issues, 
using  materials  from  groups  like  the  People  of  Faith 
Network 


Local  Paths  to  Economic  Justice 

Support  local  iiutiatives  for  moderate  and  low 
income  housing 

Support  policies  of  Affirmative  Action  and  Equal 
Opportunity  employment.  Open  your  church  to  house 
the  homeless  and  feed  the  hungry.  Each  congregation 
commit  a  tithe  (10%)  of  its  budget  to  helping  the  poor 
and  working  for  economic  justice.  Support  full  rights 
for  farm  workers,  especially  the  right  to  organize  and 
bargain  collectively. 

National  and  Global  Paths 
to  Economic  Justice 

Conference  United  Methodist  Women  organizations 
take  up  at  least  one  specific  action  project  for  economic 
justice  in  the  next  quadrennium.  Make  every  annual 
conference  staff  racially  and  ethnically  diverse  at  all 
levels.  Support  the  right  of  governments  to  limit  the 
international  flow  of  capital.  Deny  Most  Favored  Nation 
Trade  Statiis  to  nations  that  permit  sweatshop,  child  or 
slave  labor,  do  not  permit  workers  to  organize,  and  do 
not  guarantee  workers  a  living  wage  by  accepted 
international  standards.  Enact  campaign  finance  reform 


Petition  Number:  31950-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

Prisons  and  criminal  justice 

Today  the  United  States  has  1.8  million  people 
behind  bars — more  people  than  any  other  country  in 
the  world — perhaps  half  a  million  more  than  China. 
One  out  of  every  100  adult  males  in  the  U.S.A.  is  behind 
bars.  The  inmate  population  is  growing  by  50,000  to 
80,000  per  year.  Prison  construction  is  booming  and  a 
new  "prison  industrial  complex"  now  costs  taxpayers 
$35  billion  a  year.  All  this  despite  the  fact  that  since  1991 
the  rate  of  violent  crime  in  the  U.S.  has  fallen  by  about 
20  percent,  while  the  number  of  people  in  prison  or  jail 
has  risen  by  50  percent.  Viewed  through  a  racial  lens, 
the  statistics  are  even  more  disturbing.  About  half  the 
inmates  in  the  U.S.  are  African-American;  one  out  of 
every  14  black  men  is  now  in  prison  or  jail.  One  out  of 
every  four  is  likely  to  be  imprisoned  at  some  point 
during  his  lifetime.  While  women  still  comprise  a 
distinct  minority  of  those  in  prison,  the  number  of 
women  sentenced  to  one  year  or  more  of  prison  has 
grown  twelvefold  since  1970.  Seventy  percent  of 
women  now  in  prison  are  nonviolent  offenders. 

Prisons  have  ceased  to  be  places  of  rehabilitation 
and  rather  have  become  human  warehouses.  "All 
across  this  country  new  cellblocks  rise.  And  every  one 
of  them,  every  brand-new  prison,  becomes  another 
lasting  monument,  concrete  and  ringed  with  deadly 
razor  wire,  to  the  fear  and  greed  and  political  cowardice 
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that  now  pervade  American  society"  (Eric  Schlosser  in 
the  December  1998  issue  of  the  Atlantic  Monthly  (the 
source  for  much  of  the  above  information). 

The  prison  system  in  the  U.S.A.  is  oppressive, 
racist  and  a  major  contributing  cause  of  crime  and 
poverty.  Recent  trends  toward  privatizing  prisons  have 
raised  the  specter  of  prisons  operated  not  for 
rehabihtation  but  only  to  maximize  profit  for 
shareholders,  with  all  the  possibilities  of  overcrowding, 
harsh  conditions  and  denial  of  basic  necessities  that 
such  a  motivation  encourages. 

In  addition,  many  prisons  are  now  contracting 
convict  labor  to  public  agencies  and  private 
corporations  at  substandard  wages  and  working 
conditions,  often  resulting  in  a  loss  of  jobs  in  the  general 
economy.  The  prison  industrial  complex  includes  some 
of  the  nation's  largest  architecture  and  corxstruction 
firms.  Wall  Street  investment  banks,  and  companies 
that  sell  everything  from  security  cameras  to  padded 
cells.  The  increasing  use  of  the  death  penalty 
comfHJunds  the  racism  already  inherent  in  a  criminal 
justice  system  in  which  adequate  representation  is  often 
dependent  on  the  wealth  of  the  accused.  The  abolition 
in  many  states  of  college  programs  and  work  release 
eviscerates  efforts  at  rehabilitation  and  increasingly 
restrictive  parole  policies  deny  parole  to  those  inmates 
who  have  been  rehabilitated.  The  whole  emphasis  in 
the  prison  system  has  moved  away  from  rehabilitation 
to  oistody  and  punishment. 

The  prison  system  of  his  time  was  one  of  Mr. 
Wesley's  primary  concerns  and  has  remained  a  concern 
of  the  people  called  Methodist  into  this  centviry.  The 
prison  system  in  the  U.S.  today  cries  out  for  a  major 
church-wide  emphasis.  GBGM  is  already  planning  a 
major  program  in  this  area. 

The  Humanity  of  the  Imprisoned 

We  call  for  a  renewed  emphasis  on  Paragraph  68F 
of  the  Social  Principles:  "In  the  love  of  Christ,  who  came 
to  save  those  who  are  lost  and  vulnerable,  we  urge  the 
creation  of  genuinely  new  systems  for  the  care  and 
supf)ort  of  the  victims  of  crime  and  for  rehabilitation 
that  will  restore,  preserve,  and  nurture  the  humanity  of 
the  imprisoned.  For  the  same  reason,  we  oppose  capital 
punishment  and  urge  its  elinunation  from  all  criminal 
codes." 

Policy 


We  call  for  A  renewed  church  wide  focus  on 
removing  the  death  penalty.  Opposition  to 
privatization      of      prisons. 


reasonable  proximity  of  the  place  of  conviction  to 
promote  visitation.  Support  for  programs  of 
rehabilitation:  parole,  college  programs,  drug 
programs,  work  release,  conjugal  and  family  visits,  and 
offense  related  counseling  programs.  Improved  prison 
conditions  to  eliminate  overcrowding  and  provide 
recreational  opportunities.  Restoration  of  voting  nghts 
to  ex-offenders. 

Evangelization 

For  John  Wesley,  visiting  those  who  were  sick  and 
in  prison  was  an  essential  element  of  the  Christian  life. 
The  prison  population  in  the  U.S.  today  is  the  most 
isolated,  alienated  and  forgotten  segment  of  our 
population,  and  it  is  growing  even  as  crime  rates 
decrease.  There  is  no  greater  mission  field  in  the  United 
States  than  the  prison  system.  We  call  on  the  General 
Conference  to  establish  a  comprehensive  initiative  to 
encourage  and  assist  local  congregations  to  reach  out  to 
those  in  prison.  Goals  of  such  an  emphasis  should 
include:  1)  10%  of  the  churches  in  each  annual 
conference  with  programs  of  prison  visitation  on  a 
regular  basis.  These  programs  should  focus  first  on 
establishing  relationships  with  inmates  without  regard 
to  their  religious  affiliation  and  only  then  on  programs 
of  Bible  study  and  worship  for  those  who  wish  them. 
Wesley  visited  the  imprisoned  both  for  his  own 
spiritual  well-being  and  to  work  for  the  spiritual  and 
material  well-being  of  those  in  prison.  2)  Encouraging 
churches  with  primarily  white  congregations  to  link  up 
with  ethnic  minority  churches  to  do  prison  ministry 
together,  especially  in  areas  where  the  prison 
population  is  predominantly  ethnic  minority.  3) 
Assisting  men  and  women  coming  out  of  prison  to  find 
housing  and  employment  and  in  making  the 
adjustment  to  society  on  the  outside.  This  might 
include  receiving  inmates  on  release  into  local 
congregations.  4)  Formation  of  a  Prison  Missional  Task 
Force  in  each  annual  conference  with  the  mission  of 
studying  the  prison  system  in  their  state.  These  Task 
Forces  shall  make  prison  visits  and  meet  with 
correctional  administrators  and  former  inmates  and 
prepare  recommendations  for  the  amelioration  of 
prison  conditions  where  indicated.  They  shall  address 
such  issues  as  resources  for  parenting  of  children  of 
incarcerated  persons,  transportation  needs  of  families 
of  prisoners.  5)  Identifying  former  inmates  with  special 
skills  to  act  as  consultants  to  the  Prison  Missional  Task 
Force  and  where  appropriate,  to  local  church  prison 
ministries.  6)  Linking  Death  Row  inmates  with  UM 
congregations  for  visitation  and  prayer.  7)  Support  the 
Karios  and  Epiphany  movements  within  Emmaus 
communities  as  they  minister  to  youth  and  aduJts 
placed  in  prisons  or  detention  centers. 


Incarceration      within 
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General  Agencies 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  will  prepare  materials  to 
assist  local  congregations  in  prison  ministry. 

Through  its  Restorative  Justice  Program,  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  recruit,  train 
and  assign  Prison  Missioners  to  assist  annual 
conferences  in  the  development  of  prison  ministries 
and  to  resource  their  Prison  Task  Force. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  vnH  develop 
policy  positions  on  issues  of  privatization,  incarceration 
of  immigrants  and  asylum  seekers,  rehabilitation,  and 
capital  punishment  and  will  assist  annual  conference 
prison  task  forces  in  addressing  legislative  issues  in 
their  respective  states. 

The  Racial  Jiistice  Interagency  Task  Force  shall 
assist  in  the  development  of  the  prison  emphasis. 


Petition  Number:  31951-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

Welfare  reform 

There  have  been  many  changes  in  recent  years  to 
programs  of  public  assistance  and  welfare.  These 
programs  resulted  in  significant  reductions  in  the 
number  of  persons  and  families  on  the  welfare  rolls. 
However,  there  is  considerable  confusion  over  where 
people  who  left  the  rolls  have  gone.  Some  have  gone  to 
work,  but  there  is  much  evidence  that  many  others  have 
not  found  employment  and  have  had  to  move  in  with 
relatives  or  even  become  homeless.  In  addition,  many 
that  may  have  initially  found  work  have  since  become 
unemployed. 

The  purpose  of  welfare  reform  was  not  only  to 
reduce  the  welfare  rolls,  but  to  move  people  from 
dependence  on  public  assistance  to  economic 
independence  and  a  better  life,  especially  for  children  of 
welfare  families.  Too  often,  this  has  not  happened. 
So-called  "workfare"  programs  are  not  a  permanent 
solution.  Studies  have  shown  that  one  third  of  the 
people  who  were  enrolled  in  these  programs  are  now 
back  where  they  started.  In  addition,  these  programs, 
paying  nninimum  wage  with  no  benefits,  have  also 
eliminated  many  good  paying  jobs  in  the  public  sector, 
putting  even  more  people  out  of  work. 

What  is  required  are  bold  new  programs  of 
training  and  public  sector  job  creation.  Training  is 
needed  to  equip  people  for  jobs  that  pay  well,  such  as 
manufacturing  and  the  information  economy,  to  assist 
them  in  completing  their  formal  education  and  to 


provide  assistance  in  parenting  while  making  the 
transition. 

Funds  are  available  now  to  achieve  these  goals. 
One  result  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  on 
welfare  has  been  the  accvimulation  of  fvmds  allocated  to 
the  states  for  their  welfare  programs.  These  funds  are 
available  to  the  states,  but  in  most  cases  have  not  been 
drawn  down.  In  November  1999  these  unused 
surpluses  amounted  to  more  than  $4.3  billion.  Amovmts 
vary  from  state  to  state  and  grow  larger  each  month.  For 
example,  in  Pennsylvania  alone,  the  surpluses  are  in 
excess  of  $350  million.  With  only  half  that  amount,  the 
state  could  create  10,000  pubUc  sector  jobs  with  18 
months'  training.  These  funds  are  a  "welfare  svuplus" 
accrued  as  states  drop  people  from  the  rolls.  They 
cannot  be  spent  for  any  other  purpose  and  should  not  be 
cor\fused  with  a  "state  surplus." 

Therefore,  we  call  on  annual  conference  Boards  of 
Church  and  Society  to  urge  their  state  and  coimty 
governments  to  create  programs  of  training,  public 
sector  job  creation,  child  care  and  resources  for 
parenting,  to  assist  current  and  former  welfare 
recipients  in  making  the  transition  from  dependence  to 
economic  health. 

We  urge  local  churches  to  familiarize  themselves 
with  the  issue  and  to  ask  their  legislators  to  act 
immediately  to  free  up  surplus  welfare  funds,  in  order 
that  people  who  leave  welfare  can  "have  life,  and  have 
it  more  abundantly." 


Petition  Number:  31952-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 
Correcting  injustice  in  health  care 

Introduction 

We  all  recognize  the  need  for  adequate  health  care 
for  ourselves  and  our  families.  In  the  last  two  decades 
there  have  been  many  options  brought  before  the 
people  of  this  nation  and  some  have  been  serious 
attempts  to  provide  for  all.  However,  most  proposals 
have  continued  to  exclude  some  portion  of  society  from 
access  to  adequate  health  care.  The  debates  seem  to 
have  subsided,  but  problems  of  providing  adequate 
care  to  individuals  are  actually  increasing  with  time. 

Tremendous  Medicaid  budget  cuts  are  pending. 
These  cuts  would  surely  further  limit  health  care  access 
for  the  poor  and  the  physically  or  mentally  challenged. 
Health  Maintenance  Organizations  (HMOs),  and  the 
like,  interfere  with  physicians'  treatment  plans.  In 
effect,  HMOs  deny  legitimate  claims  by  developing 
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regulations  on  getting  approvals  for  treatment  that  both 
patients  and  doctors  have  difficulty  understanding  or 
satisfying.  It  has  been  estimated  that  today's  physician 
spends  about  one-third  of  his/her  time  satisfying  these 
regulations  and  seeking  approvals  for  treatment,  time 
the  physician  could  be  spending  with  patients.  Because 
there  are  so  many  public  and  private  health  care 
insurance  organizations  the  result  is  an  insurmountable 
bureaucratic  complex;  a  system  which  tends  to  confuse 
virtually  every  aspect  of  insurance  coverage  for  the 
patients  and  the  practitioners. 

Now  is  the  time  for  a  comprehensive  single-payer 
health  care  program  that  will  provide  adequate  health 
care  to  all  without  placing  further  barricades  to  access. 

Failed  Solutions 

Private  health  insurance,  in  all  its  forms,  continues 
to  increase  its  premium  cost  while  limiting  care  and /or 
increasing  deductibles  and  co-payments  for  care. 
However,  these  increases  do  not  necessarily  reflect  rises 
in  the  actual  costs  of  treatments.  Premiums  must  rise  in 
order  to  keep  adequate  profit  margins  for  owners  and 
investors.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  cost  of 
administration  of  Medicare  is  4%  to  5%  of  its  budget, 
while  the  typical  private  company's  budget  for 
administration  and  profit  is  about  25%. 

Furthermore,  when  there  is  no  institutional  or 
employer  provider  of  health  insurance,  personal 
policies  are  offered  by  companies  at  extraordinary  rates. 
The  average  family,  much  less  the  working  poor, 
simply  cannot  afford  jjersonal  policies.  They  can  cost 
$2,000  or  more  in  premiums  with  deductibles  ranging 
from  $1,500  to  $5,000  p>er  year  for  each  individual. 

Private  insurance  compaiues  usually  impose 
annual  or  lifetime  limits  on  the  amount  of  benefits 
payable,  whether  the  pohcy  is  individual,  group,  or 
institutional.  These  harsh  policies  leave  the  lingering 
worry  that  with  a  catastrophic  illness  or  injury  such 
hmits  may  be  reached,  abruptly  stopping  all  insurance 
benefits  and  leaving  the  policy  beneficiary  completely 
uninsured.  Then  to  get  care,  the  individual  must  sell 
and/or  spend  all  assets,  including  homes,  financial 
holdings,  hfetime  savings  accounts,  etc.,  in  order  to 
qualify  for  Medicaid  and  restore  any  medical  coverage 
at  all.  Recently  two  bills  were  offered  in  Congress  and 
defeated.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  active  lobbying 
of  Congress  by  health  insurance  companies  and  their 
associations  was  a  factor  in  the  defeats.  These  bills 
would  have  required  some  additional  expenses  for 
health  care  insurance  companies,  perhaps  eating  into 
current  profits.  We  can  be  fairly  certain,  however,  that 
those  expenses  would  eventually  have  been  passed 
along  to  the  premium  payer,  preserving  high  profits. 
[The  Patients'  Bill  of  Rights  Act  of  1998  (S.  2529)  (or  its 


subsequent  version)  seeks  to  provide  certain  guarantees 
to  patients  in  HMOs  and  other  private  systems.  These 
guarantees  included  portable  policies,  rights  to 
information,  grievance  procedures  and  other  important 
accommodations  for  the  patient.  However,  it  offers  to 
do  this  while  preserving  the  current  health  care  system. 
This  bill  may  have  been  helpful  to  some  but 
necessitated  compromise  with  profit  motivation  and 
would  have  added  another  bureau.)  [The  Healthy 
Americans  Act  (S.  2074)  was  "to  guarantee  for  all 
Americans,  affordable,  and  comprehensive  health  care 
coverage."  This  sounded  good  on  the  surface,  but  it  still 
relied  on  private  insurers  in  most  cases.  It  did  provide  a 
way  to  eliminate  cost  to  the  very  poor,  and  a  sliding 
scale  of  premiums  up  to  400%  of  the  poverty  line 
income.  It  was  to  be  administered  by  the  individual 
states,  creating  fifty  new  bureaus  responsible  to  a  new 
national  agency  and  eliminating  none  of  the  existing 
bureaus.]  Many  states  are  developing  programs  to 
provide  health  care  to  all  minors,  regardless  of  family 
income.  These  programs  stop  at  age  18,  regardless  of 
income.  They  are  insufficient  to  the  nation  as  a  whole 
and,  though  significantly  relieving  distress  on  families 
and  individuals,  are  only  temporary. 

President  Clinton's  health  care  initiatives  were  an 
attempt  to  seek  compromise  between  the  private  insurers 
and  the  needs  of  the  nation.  They  were  an  attempt  to  place 
responsibilities  and  limits  on  insurers  while  providing  a 
somewhat  comprehensive  package  of  benefits  to  the 
nation.  He  was  accused  of  creating  a  massive  bureaucracy 
and  limiting  the  autonomy  of  private  corporations.  He 
was  accused  of  creating  a  system  that  was  too  expensive. 
However,  then  and  now  there  exists  a  massive 
bureaucratic  complex  that  manages  health  care:  50  state 
Medicaid  systems,  the  Veteran's  Administration,  the 
Railroad  Employees  ii\surance  program,  federal  and  state 
employee  systems,  health  care  for  retired  military 
personnel  (formerly  know  as  CHAMPUS),  Medicare  and 
countless  private  insurance  companies  including,  HMOs, 
PPOs,  Medicare  Supplemental  Plans,  etc.  What  makes  this 
massive  bureaucratic  complex  worse  is  that  none  of  the 
bvireaus  communicate  in  similar  terms:  not  to  patients, 
physicians,  or  hospitals,  which  barricades  providers  and 
patients  from  filing  and  receiving  payments  on  legitimate 
claims.  Furthermore,  this  system  increases  administrative 
costs  for  everyone:  doctors,  hospitals,  patients,  other 
health  care  providers,  and  the  private  insurance 
companies  entrusted  to  provide  our  care.  The 
biireaucratic  complex  has  become  an  incredible  burden  to 
society. 

Myriad  Injustices  in  the  Current  System 

It  has  become  clear  that  managed  care  companies, 
HMOs,  PPOs,  and  the  like,  interfere  with  the  physician's 
ability  to  develop  comprehensive  treatment  plans  for 
his/her  patients.  They  require  that  a  decision  be  made 
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by  the  corporation  about  treatment  cost  and  efficacy  and, 
in  most  cases,  decisions  are  made  by  individuals  much 
less  qualified  than  the  patient's  physician  or  the 
specialist  a  physician  may  recommend.  In  fact,  persons 
with  little  or  no  medical  training  often  make  those 
decisions.  Many  insurance  companies  hire  nurses  to 
review  the  physicians'  diagnoses  and  treatment  plans. 
While  it  is  unusual  for  nurses  to  oversee  doctors,  it  is  also 
evident  that  these  nurses  have  had  no  contact  with  the 
patient  under  review.  Furthermore,  those  decisions  are 
made  with  primary  cor«ideration  for  the  costs  to  the 
corporation,  not  for  the  optimum  health  of  the  patient.  In 
the  current  climate  physicians  who  prescribe  treatments 
or  tests  not  preapproved  by  the  insurance  corporation 
face  severe  financial  penalties  or  other  disincentives  to 
optimvun  patient  care. 

Managed  Care  was  supposed  to  be  a  way  of 
providing  care  to  increasing  numbers  of  patients 
however,  there  are  actually  increasing  numbers  of 
uninsured.  The  very  poor,  the  affluent,  the  employees 
of  government  and  large  corporatior«,  and  many 
receiving  adequate  pensions  plus  Medicare  are  insured. 
The  self-employed,  recently  unemployed,  middle 
income,  and  working  poor  simply  cannot  afford 
personal  policies.  And  even  though  some  states  are 
developing  programs  to  provide  health  care  to  all 
minors  regardless  of  family  income,  they  are  oi\ly 
temporary,  leaving  the  child  uninsured  when  reaching 
the  age  of  majority. 

The  government  tries  to  fill  the  gap  with  the 
Medicaid  systems.  While  Medicaid  (some  states  have 
different  names  for  similar  programs)  provides  some 
care  to  the  poor,  it  does  not  encourage  primary  nor 
comprehensive  care  and  disqualifies  applicants  with 
borderline  incomes.  Also,  the  Medicaid  systems  remain 
under  constant  attack  as  one  of  the  first  places  to  cut 
state  budgets.  Our  civil  leadership  may  claim  health 
care  as  a  priority  but  this  tendency  belies  their 
credibility  on  this  issue.  When  Medicaid  budgets  are 
cut,  the  poor  suffer.  After  cuts,  those  in  the  greatest 
need  and  at  highest  risk  have  fewer  benefits.  In  an 
already  crippled  system  further  cuts  to  Medicaid 
spending  result  in  leaving  more  people  with  inadequate 
health  care. 

Private  insurance  companies,  also,  impose 
insurmountable  limits  to  health  care,  even  in  the  best  of 
plans.  Annual  or  lifetime  limits  on  the  amount  of 
benefits  payable  leave  the  hngering  worry  that,  with  a 
catastrophic  illness  or  injury,  such  a  limit  may  be 
reached,  abruptly  stopping  all  ii\surance  benefits  and 
leaving  the  premium  payer  uninsured.  The  current 
private  health  insurance  system,  with  its  high  profit 
margins,  further  contributes  to  an  unhealthy  society  by 
forcing  people  to  choose  between  health  insurance  and 
sustenance,  housing,  or  the  other  needs  of  a  family;  thus 


basic  health  insurance  becomes  too  expensive  for  the 
average  individual  or  family.  An  increasing  number  of 
middle  income  families,  the  working  poor,  the  elderly, 
and  many  in  minority  communities  do  not  receive 
health  insurance  benefits  from  their  employers,  cannot 
pay  for  any  health  care  insurance,  and  do  not  qualify  for 
Medicaid.  If  a  health  catastrophe  should  strike,  they 
must  deplete  all  assets  in  order  to  qualify  for  Medicaid, 
including  selling  of  a  home  or  surrendering  a  lifetime  of 
savings.  While  not  only  placing  these  families  in 
financial  jeopardy,  these  circumstances  contribute  to 
poverty,  constant  worry,  and  despair  among  many.  The 
devastating  expense  of  a  long  term  or  terminal  illness, 
inadequate  care  in  general,  and  the  extraordinary  cost 
of  insurance  all  contribute  to  keeping  many  minorities 
in  the  poverty  cycle,  dependent  on  welfare  and  other 
forms  of  assistance,  and  imprisoned  in  struggling  and 
dangerous  communities. 

Even  in  our  United  Methodist  connection  more 
and  more  annual  conferences  and  more  and  more 
parishes  are  feeling  the  burden  of  providing  health 
benefits  to  their  dergy  and  their  lay  staff.  Small 
churches,  even  multiple  point  parishes,  have  difficulty 
paying  for  private  health  insurance.  If  conferences 
institute  "ability  to  pay"  programs,  the  wealthier 
churches  become  benefactors  for  the  smaller  ones, 
possibly  eroding  their  own  financial  security  over  time 
or  depleting  funds  for  other  important  ministries. 

Virtually  no  one  can  pay  cash  for  health  care  and 
the  profit  motivated  private  health  insurance 
companies  depend  on  this,  making  the  system 
usurious.  Moreover,  the  insurance  corporatior\s  and 
associations,  with  money  to  spend,  lobby  and  cajole  our 
representatives  to  keep  the  current  system  in  place,  in 
spite  of  its  inadequacies  and  its  injustices.  Even  now, 
these  same  companies  want  to  limit  a  patient's  right  to 
sue  in  civil  court  when  the  company  breaches  its  own 
contract  to  provide  benefits,  regardless  of  the  suffering 
or  death  a  benefit  denial  may  cause.  In  these  types  of 
cases  a  benefit  denial  is  tantamount  to  medical 
malpractice.  Competition  for  premium  dollars  and 
concern  for  high  profits  have  taken  priority  over 
necessary  care  at  actual  cost.  It  is  evident  that  private 
insurance  companies  are  prone  to  deny  clain\s  while 
continuing  to  receive  premiums,  favoring  higher  profit 
over  the  "health  and  wholeness"  of  the  weakened,  the 
worried,  and  the  sick. 

Therefore,  as  it  is  unconscionable  that  any  human 
being  should  ever  be  denied  access  to  adequate  health 
care  due  to  econonuc,  racial,  or  class  barriers;  and  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles  state  in  the 
introduction  to  paragraph  '  66,  "The  rights  and 
privileges  a  society  bestows  upon  or  withholds  from 
those  who  comprise  it  indicate  the  relative  esteem  in 
which  that  society  holds  particular  persons  and  groups 
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of  p>ersons  .  .  .",  and  in  paragraph  66C,  ".  .  .  children 
have  the  rights  to  food,  shelter,  clothing,  health  care 
.  .  .",  and  in  paragraph  66Q,  "Health  care  is  a  basic 
human  right.  ...  It  is  unjust  to  construct  or  perpetuate 
barriers  to  physical  wholeness —  We  also  recognize  the 
role  of  government  in  ensuring  that  each  individual  has 
access  to  those  elements  necessary  to  good  health";  and 
the  Council  of  Bishops  has  endorsed  the  Universal 
Declaration  for  Human  Rights  which  clearly  claims 
health  care  as  right  due  to  every  world  citizen; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  expressly  adopt  the  claim  of  health  care  as  a 
"basic  human  right"  and  that  this  claim  be  the  hallmark 
of  our  Uruted  Methodist  efforts  in  this  area  of  advocacy; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  now  demands  health  care  as  a  basic  human 
right  and  as  an  entitlement  for  all  Americans,  including 
Native  Americans,  and  legal  resident  aliens; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  win  exert  its  influence  in  any  arena  and 
wherever  possible  to  bring  about  substantive  change  in 
the  health  care  system,  respecting  the  hallmark  of 
health  care  as  a  "basic  human  right"; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  compassion  and  healing 
be  the  primary  motivation  in  developing  a  health  care 
system  that  is  just  and  inclusive  and  recognizing  this. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  now  calls  for 
implementation  of  a  totally  non-profit  health  care 
insurance  system,  a  single-payer  system  administered 
by  the  federal  government; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  endorses  the  health  care  system  described  in  the 
American  Health  Security  Act  of  1995  (H.R.  1200,  The 
McDermott  Bill),  or  a  very  similar  system,  one  which 
guarantees  complete  freedom  for  patients  to  choose 
their  physicians  and  health  care  providers  and  for 
physicians  to  provide  and  prescribe  needed  and 
appropriate  care;  and  [H.R.  1200  combines  all 
government  health  care  programs  (e.g.  Medicare, 
CHAMPUS,  Federal  Employees,  Railroad  Employees, 
etc.)  into  one,  eliminates  Medicaid  by  providing  care  to 
the  poor,  and  eliminates  all  the  layers  and  permutations 
of  health  care  insurance  adnunistration  and  service 
bureaus,  both  public  and  private.  This  bill  provides  a 
comprehensive  package  of  health  care  including: 
primary  care,  emergency  and  hospital  care,  long  term 
care,  drugs  and  prescriptions,  drug  and  alcohol 
recovery  treatment,  dental  care,  etc.  This  care  is  paid  for 
by  an  across-the-board  employers'  excise  tax  of  about 
8%  of  gross  wages  for  each  employee  and  about  a  2% 
personal  income  tax  and  reasonable  "co-pays"  with  no 
lifetime  or  annual  limits  on  coverage.    No  health  tax 


would  be  collected  from  anyone  whose  income  is  100% 
of  or  below  the  poverty  line.  A  sliding  scale  is  used  for 
those  whose  income  is  between  100%  and  200%  of  the 
poverty  line.) 

Be  it  finally  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  publicly  advocate  and  fervently  lobby  the 
federal  government  to  protect  and  provide  for  rights  to 
health  care  and  to  take  up  measures  such  as  the 
American  Health  Security  Act. 


Petition  Number:  31953-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

U.S.  role  in  Colombia 

For  many  years  the  nation  of  Colombia  has 
suffered  from  internal  conflict  caused  in  part  by  the 
United  States-sponsored  "war  on  drugs."  Large  areas 
of  land  have  been  rendered  unusable  and  crops 
destroyed  by  indiscriminate  spraying  of  chemicals 
intended  to  destroy  coca  plants. 

The  land  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  have  been 
violated  by  Colombian  and  American  corporations 
exploring  and  drilling  for  oil  in  rain  forests. 

Paramilitary  death  squads  that  receive  support 
from  the  United  States  spread  fear  among  the 
Colombian  people. 

The  war  against  drugs  has  not  succeeded  in 
curbing  the  production  and  export  of  drugs  from 
Colombia.  Instead,  it  has  created  sharp  political  and 
military  divisions  in  that  country. 

The  present  policy  of  the  United  States  has  only 
exacerbated  the  basic  problem  in  Colombia,  which  is 
poverty. 

Therefore,  the  United  Methodist  Church  urges  the 
United  States  government  to: 

Stop  all  current  and  future  United  States  military 
aid  to  Colombia. 

Support  negotiations  between  the  Colombian 
government  and  the  guerrillas  to  end  the  dvil  war. 

Divert  funds  used  for  DEA  military  raids  and  crop 
fumigation  to  provide  viable  economic  alternatives  to 
coca  production. 

Support  indigenous  peoples'  rights  to 
self-determination  and  control  over  resources  in  their 
tradition  homelands. 
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PetiHon  Number:  31954-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

Affirmation  of  the  precautionary  principle 

As  God's  people  we  are  called  to  stewardship  of 
the  earth  and  all  that  dwells  therein. 

At  this  point  in  human  history,  the  human  race  is 
experiencing  warning  signs  that  our  bodies  and  the 
natural  environment  have  limits  to  their  abilities  to 
absorb  and  overcome  the  harm  from  some  of  our 
actions,  technologies  and  substances.  These  warning 
signs  include  the  dying  off  of  plant  and  animal  species, 
the  depletion  of  stratospheric  ozone,  global  climate 
instability  and  increased  rates  of  some  learning 
disabiUties,  reproductive  disorders,  cancers, 
respiratory  disorders,  respiratory  diseases  including 
asthma,  and  other  environmentally  related  illnesses. 

In  addition  to  the  issue  of  pollution,  the  earth  is 
experiencing  environmental  problems  such  as  global 
climate  instability,  the  loss  of  bio-diversity,  and  the 
destruction  of  marine  fisheries,  which  may  threaten 
food  supplies  and  lead  to  disastrous  human  health 
consequences. 

There  is  continuing  controversy  in  the  promotion 
of  world  trade  regarding  the  appropriate  level  of 
caution  and  protection  of  the  environment.  Where  the 
preponderance  of  evidence  would  indicate  that  an 
activity  will  be  harmful  to  the  earth's  environment, 
producers  of  pollution  have  insisted  that  there  be 
"scientific  certainty"  on  each  point  in  question  before 
caution  is  exercised.  This  policy  results  in  very 
substantial  harm  occur  to  the  earth  and  its  creatures  in 
order  to  prove  that  an  activity  is  dangerous. 

Current  environmental  regulations  are  aimed 
primarily  at  controlling  pollution  rather  than  taking  the 
preventative  approach  of  limiting  the  use,  production 
or  release  of  toxic  materials  in  the  first  place.  Under  the 
current  system,  enterprises,  projects,  technologies  and 
substances  are  in  effect  "innocent  until  proved  guilty," 
and  the  vast  majority  of  chemicals  in  production  have 
not  been  adequately  tested  for  their  effects  on  humans 
and  ecosystems. 

Producers  of  pollution  have  repeatedly  used  their 
influence  to  delay  preventative  action,  arguing  that  the 
immediate  expense  of  redesign  to  achieve  pollution 
prevention  is  unwarranted  in  the  face  of  any 
uncertainty  about  eventual  harmful  health  effects. 

The  Precautionary  Principle  is  considered  to  be  an 
emerging  general  principle  of  international 
environmental  law.  The  United  States  signed  and 
ratified  the  Rio  Declaration  on  Environment  and 
Development,  which  states:    "In  order  to  protect  the 


environment,  the  precautionary  approach  shall  be 
widely  appUed  by  States  according  to  their  capabilities. 
Where  there  are  threats  of  serious  or  irreversible 
damage,  lack  of  full  scientific  certainty  shall  not  be  used 
as  a  reason  for  postponing  cost-effective  measures  to 
prevent  environmental  degradation."  (Rio  Declaration 
on  Environment  and  Development,  June  14,  1992,  31 
ILM  874) 

Likewise  the  International  Joint  Commission  in 
1994  stated  that  "the  burden  of  proof  concerning  the 
safety  of  chemicals  should  lie  with  the  proponent  for 
the  manufacture,  import  or  use  of  at  least  substances 
new  to  commerce  in  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
rather  than  with  society  as  a  whole  to  provide 
absolute  proof  of  adverse  impacts.  .  .  .  The  onus 
should  be  on  the  producers  and  users  of  any 
suspected  toxic  substance  to  prove  that  it  is,  in  fact, 
both  'safe'  and  necessary,  even  if  it  is  already  in 
commerce"  (International  Joint  Commission,  Seventh 
Biennial  Report  Under  the  Great  Lakes  Water  Quality 
Agreement  of  1978  to  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  1994). 

Likewise  the  Wingspread  Statement  of  January 
1998,  formulated  by  prominent  members  of  the 
environmental  community,  states:  "When  an  activity 
raises  threats  of  harm  to  human  health  or  the 
environment,  precautionary  measures  should  be  taken 
even  if  some  cause  and  effect  relationships  are  not  fully 
established.  In  this  context  the  proponent  of  an  activity 
rather  than  the  public  should  bear  the  burden  of  proof. 
The  process  of  applying  the  Precautionary  Principle 
must  be  open,  informed,  and  democratic  and  must 
involve  potentially  affected  parties.  The  process  must 
include  a  comprehensive,  systematic  examination  of  the 
full  range  of  alternatives,  including  no  action." 

Action 

We  urge  all  United  Methodists  in  their  daily  lives 
and  official  capacities  to  hold  society  to  this  higher 
standard  of  care  for  God's  creation;  that  where  the 
preponderance  of  evidence  indicates  the  probability  of 
harm  from  some  action,  even  in  the  absence  of  full 
scientific  certainty,  that  an  alternative  path  must  be 
found. 

In  this  context  we  advocate  for  significant 
increases  in  efforts  toward  pollution  prevention,  for 
identifying  goals  for  reducing  exposure  to  toxic 
chemicals,  for  incentives  to  replace  knowTi  toxic 
chemicals  v^dth  the  least  toxic  alternatives;  and  we 
support  the  practice  of  organic  farming  methods  in 
order  to  reduce  the  use  of  toxic  chemicals  in  agriculture. 
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We  encourage  government  at  all  levels  to  promote 
and  abide  by  the  Precautionary  Principle  in  order  to 
protect  human  health  and  the  environment. 

We  urge  the  United  States  to  honor  the 
Precautionary  Principle  during  the  negotiations  of 
international  agreements  and  to  work  toward  the 
establishment  of  the  Precautionary  Principle  as  a 
guiding  principle  of  international  law. 


Petition  Number:  31955-GJ-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

Connectional  process  team 

Whereas  the  Coruiectional  Process  Team  has 
undertaken  the  task  of  a  major  restructuring  of  our 
denomination;  and 

Whereas  that  proposed  recommendation  was  not 
available  to  annual  conferences  and  local  churches  for 
reflection,  critique  and  prayerful  study. 

Therefore,  let  it  be  resolved  that  no  action  on  the 
CPT  report  be  adopted,  provisionally  or  fully,  during  the 
coming  quadrennium.  Chiring  this  time  each  annual 
conference  and  local  church  will  embark  on  a  careful 
study  of  the  report,  incorporating  a  four-year  prayer 
vigil- 


Petition  Number:  31956-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

End  U.S.A.-U.N.  economic  sanctions  against  Iraq 

Whereas,  The  Geneva  Convention,  Protocol  #1 
Article  54,  prohibits  the  starvation  of  children  and  the 
destruction  of  agricultural  products  as  methods  of 
warfare;  and 

Whereas,  economic  sanctions  imposed  against  Iraq 
by  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Nations 
result  in : 

-  deprivation  of  most  Iraqi  citizens,  esf)ecially  the 
youngest  and  weakest,  while  the  very  most  privileged, 
at  whom  sanctions  are  directed,  continue  to  prosper. 

-  poverty  so  extreme  that  approximately  30%  of 
Iraqi  children  suffer  acute  or  chronic  malnutrition; 

-  gastrointestinal  illnesses,  the  primary  killer  of 
Iraqi  children,  being  spread  by  contaminated  water; 


-  the  death  of  one  Iraqi  child  every  79  minutes 
from  preventable  diseases  or  malnutrition  directly 
linked  to  sanctions  (UNICEF); 

-  the  absence  of  adequate  medical  care,  supposed  to 
be  alleviated  by  oil  sales,  persisting  because  equipment 
and  infrastructure  needed  to  distribute  the  medicines 
have  been  decimated  by  the  sanctions. 

Therefore,  we  urge  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  United  Nations  to  abide  by  the  Geneva 
Convention  and  end  economic  sanctions.  Our  historic 
commitment  to  the  human  rights  of  the  world's  people 
demands  no  less! 


Petition  Number:  31957-CS-NonDis-O;  MFSA 

One  step  toward  a  dioxin-free  futiire 

Theological  Foundation:  According  to  the  Social 
Principles,  "All  creation  is  the  Lord's  and  we  are 
responsible  for  the  ways  in  which  we  use  and  abuse  it 
.  .  .  Further,  we  recognize  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  toward  lifestyle  and  systemic  changes  that  will 
promote  a  more  ecologically  just  world  and  a  better 
quality  of  life  for  all  creation." 

1996  General  Conference  Resolution — "A 
Dioxin-Free  Future":  The  1996  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  passed  a  resolution  called 
"A  Dioxin-Free  Future,"  based  on  facts  from  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency's  1994  Draft  Dioxin 
Reassessment,  which  affirmed  health  warnings  made 
20  years  ago — that  the  background  levels  of  dioxin,  a 
deadly  chlorine-based  chemical  not  found  in  nature, 
pose  a  serious  threat  to  the  health  of  the  general  U.S. 
popvilation.  (For  specific  health  threats,  please  refer  to 
the  text  of  the  resolution.) 

The  resolution  supports  a  phase-out  of  the 
production  of  dioxin,  beginning  wath  immediate  action 
on  the  three  largest  sources  of  dioxin:  incineration  of 
chlorine-containing  wastes,  bleaching  of  pulp  and 
paper  with  chlorine,  and  the  entire  hfe  cycle  of 
polyvinyl  chloride  (PVC)  plastic. 

It  also  directs  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  cooperate  with  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  unit  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  work  with  companies,  governments,  and 
medical  institutions  to  implement  the  above 
recommendations. 

Medical  waste  incineration  is  a  major  source  of 
dioxin  contamination:    This  conclusion  was  raised  by 
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the   same    1994    EPA    Dioxin    Reassessment   report 
mentioned  above. 

Dioxins  are  created  by  the  disposal  of  synthetic 
chlorinated  organic  compounds.  Though  the  factors 
that  determine  dioxin  formation  during  incineration  are 
not  fully  understood,  they  are  released  into  the 
environment  diiring  combustion  of  chlorinated  plastic 
products,  predominantly  polyvinyl  chloride  (PVC). 

The  use  of  PVC  products  by  the  health  care  industry 
began  after  World  War  11  and  has  grovs^n  rapidly, 
especially  the  single  use  or  short  term  use  applications 
(i.e.  "disposables").  These  accovmt  for  most  of  the 
organically  botmd  chlorine  in  medical  waste. 

The  American  PubUc  Health  Association's 
(APHA)  warnings:  The  APHA  in  ResoluHon  #9304 
recognizes  that  "virtually  all  chlorinated  organic 
compoimds  that  have  been  studied  exhibit  at  least  one 
of  a  wide  range  of  serious  toxic  effects  such  as  endocrine 
dysfunction,  developmental  impairment,  birth  defects, 
reproductive  dysfunction  and  infertility, 
immunosuppression  and  cancer,  often  at  very  low 
doses." 

"First  Do  No  Harm"  is  a  binding  principle  in 
medical  ethics. 

Some  alternatives  are  available  or  in  development: 
Appropriate  alternative  products  composed  of 
non-chlorinated  material  are  cvurently  available  for 
many,  though  not  all,  health  care  uses  of  chloriiuited 
plastics.  Highly  effective  programs  for  the  reduction  of 
hospital  waste  have  been  initiated  in  the  U.S.  and 
programs  for  the  substitution  of  other  materials  for  PVC 
are  in  place  in  some  hospitals  in  Europe. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church: 

1.  Challenges  all  United  Methodist-related 
health  care  institutions.  United  Methodist  health  care 
professionals  and  workers,  and  Uiuted  Methodist 
individuals  and  congregations  to  begin  immediately  to 
take  action  to  change  health  care  pohcies  and  practices 
in  order  to  stop  the  harm  being  caused  by  the 
non-essential  incineration  of  medical  waste  and  by 
generating  a  waste  stream  that  is  more  toxic  than 
necessary. 

2.  Urges  all  health  care  facilities  to  explore 
ways  to  reduce  or  eliminate  their  use  of  PVC  plastics. 

3.  Calls  upon  all  health  care  professionals 
and  workers  to  encourage  health  care  institutions  with 
which  they  are  associated  to  adopt  policies  that  vdll 


lead  to  the  reduction  and  elimination  of  the  use  of  PVC 
plastics. 

4.  Suggests  that  health  care  facilities  hire  or 
assign  professional  staff  to  evaluate  the  potential  for 
persistent  toxic  pollution  associated  with  the  life-cycle 
of  products  the  facility  purchases. 

5.  Strongly  urges  medical  suppliers  to 
develop,  produce  and  bring  to  market  appropriate, 
cost-competitive  products  that  can  replace  those  that 
contain  PVC  or  other  chlorinated  plastics.  Any 
substitution  for  a  chlorinated  plastic  product  must 
provide  a  less  toxic  alten\ative  with  concern  for  the  full 
public  health  implications  of  the  replacement,  including 
infectious  considerations. 

6.  Encourages  government  oversight 
agencies  and  private  accrediting  bodies  to  incorporate 
requirements  for  education  about  the  reduction  of  toxic 
pollution  in  their  certification  standards. 

7.  Encourages  study  and  evaluation  of 
alternative  products  and  practices  that  will  lead  to  the 
reduction  and  elimination  of  the  vise  of  PVC  products; 
also  encourages  programs  to  provide  technical 
assistance  and  training  to  health  care  facilities  that  seek 
help  in  the  reduction  of  their  reliance  on  chlorinated 
plastics. 


Petition  Number:  30521 -CS-R549-U;  Gen'l  Board  of 
Church  &  Society 

Immigrants  in  the  U.S.:  Ministries  of  hospitality, 
advocacy  and  justice 

Amend  "Immigrants  in  the  United  States: 
Ministries  of  Hospitality,  Advocacy,  and  Justice,"  p. 
549,  The  Book  of  Resolutions: 

Immigrants  in  the  United  States: 

Ministries  of  Hospitality,  Advocacy,  and  Justice 

Our  Christian  roots  are  centered  among  people 
who  were  sojourners  in  the  land.  Throughout  history, 
people  have  been  uprooted  under  conditioris  similar  to 
that  of  Mary  and  Joseph,  who  were  forced  to  flee  to  save 
the  life  of  their  son.  Most  of  our  own  forefathers  and 
foremothers  were  imnugrants  to  this  country.  The  Bible 
is  clear  about  how  we  should  treat  these  wanderers: 

When  strangers  sojourn  with  you  in  your  land,  you 
shall  not  do  them  wrong.  The  strangers  who  sojourn 
with  you  shall  be  to  you  as  the  natives  among  you,  and 
you  shall  love  them  as  yourself;  for  you  were  strangers 
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in  the  land  of   Egypt.  .  .  .  (Leviticus  19:33-34,  Revised 
Standard  Version) 

Immigrants  come  to  the  United  States  because 
communities  throughout  our  world  are  suffering  from 
war,  civil  conflict,  economic  hardships,  environmental 
destruction,  and  persecution  for  political,  reUgious, 
ethnic,  or  social  reasons.  They  come  seeking  food  and 
shelter — refuge — but  instead  they  are  met  with  closed 
doors  and  detention  centers  fueled  by  attitudes  of 
racism,  xenophobia  and  hostility.  Immigrants  with  or 
without  legal  status  are  vulnerable  to  human  rights 
abuses  starting  with  "coyotes,"  who  provide  illegal 
transportation  into  the  United  States  to  the 
sub-standard  working  conditions  and  low  wages  that 
swell  business  profits.  Often  immigrants  are  forced 
into  prostitution  and  other  forms  of  illegal  work  in 
order  to  pay  their  transportation  debt.  The  World 
Ceuneil  of  Churches  reports  that  two  out  of  every  100 
human  beings  are  fleeing  their  country,  and  many 
families  are  forcibly  displaced — within  their  own 
countries.  For  these  reasons,  we  stand  firmly  opposed 
to  state  or  federal  legislative  action  such  as  that 
proposed  in  the  federal  Illegal  Imniigration  Reform 
and  Immigrant  Responsibility  Act  of  1996,  California's 
Proposition  187  or  any  similar  legislation  that 
discriminates  against  immigrants  and  that  may  have 
the  following  effects: 

—  Public  Schools:  Districts  are  required  to  verify  the 
legal  status  of  students  enrolling  for  the  first  time.  The 
status  of  p>arents  or  guardians  of  students  must  also  be 
verified; 

—  Higher  Education:  Undocumented  inunigrants 
are  barred  from  commuiuty  colleges  and  public 
institutions  of  higher  learning; 

—  Health:  Undocumented  immigrants  as  well  as 
legal  immigrants  are  ineligible  for  public  health 
services,  except  for  emergency  care; 

—  Welfare.  Undocumented  immigrants  as  well  as 
legal  immigrants  are  already  ineligible  for  the  major 
welfare  programs.  Most  child-welfare  and  foster-care 
benefits  are  also  eliminated; 

—  Law  Enforcement:  Service  providers  are  required 
to  report  suspected  undocumented  immigrants. 
Law-enforcement  agencies  must  verify  the  residency 
status  of  individuals  arrested  or  suspected  of  being  in 
the  United  States  illegally.  When  legal  residency  cannot 
be  proved,  the  person  will  be  reported  to  the  United 
States  Imnugration  and  Naturalization  Service. 

With  grace  and  concern,  the  Church  must  address 
the  legal,  economic,  social,  and  human  rights  conditions 


of  people  who  are  legal  or  undocumented  immigrants, 
and  it  must  oppose  the  introduction  of  legislation  by 
Congress  or  any  state  that  would  cause  human 
suffering  and  a  denial  of  such  individual's  rights  as 
interpreted  through  our  biblical  understanding  of 
God's  grace  to  all  peoples,  but  especially  to  the 
sojourner.  Our  faith,  grounded  in  Christ  and  in  the 
Wesleyan  call  to  work  for  prophetic  justice,  calls  us  to 
follow  our  Social  Principles  and  respond  in  appropriate 
and  direct  ways  to  prevent  harm  to  the  sojourner. 

Jesus  teaches  us  to  show  special  concern  for  the 
poor  and  oppressed  who  come  to  our  land  seeking 
survival  and  peace.  We  call  upon  United  Methodists 
individuals  and  churches  in  the  United  States  and 
through  general  boards  and  agencies  throughout  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  do  the  following: 

1.  Actively  oppose  anti-immigrant  legislative 
action  and  support  legislative  action  that  protects  the 
poor  and  oppressed  in  their  quest  for  survival  and 
peace; 

2.  Urge  stringent  policing  and  penalties  for 
"coyotes"  (illegal  transporters);  and  those  individuals, 
businesses,  or  groups — that — fuel — them — and — other 
exploiters  of — undocumented  immigrants,  since  their 
activities  may  cause  immigrants  to  suffer  serious  injury 
or  death; 

3.  Urge  that  humane  and  fair  treatment  be 
extended  to  all  immigrants  by  business  and  agricultural 
groups; 

4.  Advocate  human  rights  (pohtical, 
economic,  and  civil)  for  all  people,  including  the 
strangers  who  sojourn  in  our  land; 

5.  Support  communities  and  congregations  by 
prayer  and  action  where  anti-immigrant  measures  are 
maybe  implemented; 

6.  Continue  to  work  with  community 
organizations  to  provide  forums  for  citizens  to  voice 
concerns,  educate  one  another,  and  confront  the 
problems  of  racism  and  xenophobia  as  obstacles  to 
building  conununity; 

7.  Continue  to  work  with  ci\ac  and  legal 
organizations  to  support  connmunities  who  are  now,  or 
will  be,  affected  by  the  destructive,  deteriorating  social 
issues  raised  by  anti-immigrant  measures; 

8.  Support  the  legal  needs  of  immigrants 
through  church  based  immigration  clinics. 

Finally,  we  call  upon  United  Methodists  to  practice 
hospitality  and  express  our  commitment  to  an  inclusive 
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Church  and  society  through  all  our  ministries  in  the 
spirit  of  our  biblical  tradition: 

Do  not  oppress  an  alien;  you  yourselves  know  how 
it  feels  to  be  aliens,  because  you  were  aliens  in  Egypt. 
(Exodus  23:9,  New  International  Version) 

ADOPTED  1996 

See  Social  Principles  168A  and  169 A;  "Inunigrants 
and  Refugees:  To  Love  the  Sojourner." 


Conferences  Legislative  Committee 

PeHtion  Number:  31937-CO-407-D;  Western 
Jurisdiction  Episcopacy  Committee 

Delete  paragraph  407 


Petition  Number:  31938-CO-15-C;  Randi  Herrington 
Sosa,  Holy  Covenant  UMC,  Katy,  TX 

Statute  of  limitations  on  child  or  sexual  abuse 

Add  the  following  to  the  end  of  15.7: 

Such  authority  shall  include  the  authority  to 
enact  specific  legislation  making  the  statute  of 
limitations  for  sexual  or  child  abuse  retroactive  in  its 
application,  including  but  not  limited  to,  the  statute  of 
limitations. 


PeriHon  Number:  31942-CO-607-D;  John  A  Carr, 
Mickey  Stringfield 

Amend  607.4: 

Whenever  possible,  mMeetings  scheduled  by  the 
annual  conference  and  its  districts,  boards,  or 
committees  should  be  held  in  places  that  are  accessible 
to  people  with  disabilities. 


Disdpleship  Legislative  Committee 

Petition  Number:  31940-DI-NonDis-O;  Jim  Cubbin 

Allow  other  denominational  pastor  to  preside  at 
communion  if  UM  pastor  invites 

Whereas,  the  Lord's  Supper,  be  it  called  that  or  the 
Eucharist,  or  Holy  Communion  or  a  similar  name  of  the 
same  import;  and 

Whereas,  a  pastor  of  a  United  Methodist  church 
invites  a  pastor  of  another  denomination  or  tradition; 
and 

Whereas,  that  pastor  of  another  denomination  is 
authorized  in  her/his  tradition  to  administer  the 
sacrament;  and 

Whereas,  the  Book  of  Worship  or  an  approved 
worship  resource  is  used  by  the  invited  pastor. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  wording  be  inserted 
in  the  appropriate  place  that  allows  members  of  other 
traditions  who  are  authorized  in  their  tradition  to 
administer  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 


Petition  Number:  31963-DI-NonDis-O;  North  Texas 
delegation  to  G.C.,  NTAC  HE  and  Campus  Ministry, 
NT  AC  Equipping  Disciples  Team 

Ministry  with  young  adults  (18-30) 

The  mission  of  the  Uiuted  Methodist  Church  to 
make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  includes  a  group  of 
persons  the  church  failed  to  reach:  18-  to  30-year-olds. 
While  the  church  has  spent  millions  of  dollars 
developing  ministry  for  children,  youth,  men,  women 
and  seniors,  it  has  failed  to  invest  resources  to  be  in 
ministry  with  persons  who  are  in  a  critical  time  of  faith 
development. 

The  results  of  this  are  startling.  First,  the 
membership  decline  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
can  be  partially  attributed  to  losing  touch  with  our 
youth  who  graduate  from  high  school  and  find  the 
church  lacks  relevant  mirustry  for  their  lives.  Second, 
the  church  has  seen  a  decline  in  seminary  enrollment  of 
recent  college  graduates  who  have  chosen  a  lifetime  of 
professional  ministry.  Third,  future  lay  and  clergy  and 
leadership,  which  often  is  developed  among  those  in 
the  18-30  age  range,  is  not  emerging  in  the  way  it  will  be 
needed  for  mission  and  ministry  in  the  new 
millennium. 
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Because  the  unique  needs  of  young  adults  cannot 
appropriately  be  addressed  by  including  them  in 
ministry  with  youth  under  18  or  adults  over  age  30,  be  it 
therefore  resolved  that  the  2000  General  Conference 
commission  a  study  to: 

1)  Make  recommendations  for  assisting  the  local 
church  in  developing  effective  ministries  for  18-30  year 
old  young  adults. 

2)  Develop  an  organization  and  funding  proposal 
for  a  church-wide  effort  focused  on  yovmg  adult 
ministry. 

3)  Design  strategies  for  reaching  out  to  young 
adults  in  relevant  ways. 

4)  Create  a  long-term  plan  which  will  allow  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  be  on  the  "cutting  edge"  of 
ministry  with  young  adults. 

5)  Research  18-30  year  olds  who  grew  up  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  left  the  church  to 
detennine  why  they  left  and  what  the  church  needs  to 
do  to  be  relevant  in  their  hves. 

This  study  team  of  no  more  than  15  persons  will  be 
appointed  by,  and  make  annual  reports  to,  the  General 
Board  of  Disdpleship.  The  study  team  will  be  composed 
of: 

1)  Persons  currently  involved  in  ministry 
with  young  adults. 

2)  Persons  representing  a  variety  of  young 
adults  (e.g.  traditional  college  age,  recent  college 
graduates,  newly  married,  singles,  etc.). 

3)  Representatives  of  the  wider  church  who 
are  committed  to  being  in  miiustry  with  young  adults. 

4)  Representatives  from  each  jvirisdiction. 

The  findings  and  recommendations  of  this  study 
will  be  made  available  to  the  local  church  throughout 
the  quadrennium.  A  final  report  and  recommendations 
will  be  reported  to  the  2004  General  Conference  for 
consideration. 


Faith  and  Order  Legislative  Committee 

Petition  Number:  30221 -FO-65C-D;  Annual 
Conference,  Oregon-Idaho 

Affirm  the  marriage  covenant 

Amend  65C: 

We  affirm  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  covenant 
that  is  expressed  in  love,  mutual  support,  personal 
commitment,  and  shared  fidehty  between  a  man  and  a 
woman.  We  believe  that  God's  blesaing  rests  upon  such 
marriage,  whether  or  not  there  are  children  of  the 
rmion.  We  reject  social  norms  tliat  assume  different 
standards  for  women  than  for  men  in  marriage. 
Ceremonies  that  celebrate  homosexual  unions  shall  not 
be  conducted  by  our  mirusters  and  shall  not  be 
conducted  in  our  chtirehes. 


Petition  Number:  30691 -FO-65C-D;  Annual 
Conference,  Pacific  Northwest 

Whether  to  celebrate  union  of  two  people  is  a 
pastoral  responsibility 

Delete  last  sentence  of  65C  and  replace  with  the 
following: 

Ceremonies  that  celebrate  homosexual  unions 
shall  not  be  conducted  by  our  ministers  and  shall  not  be 
conducted  in  our  churches.  The  appropriateness  of 
ceremonies  that  celebrate  the  union  of  two  people  will 
be  left  to  the  minister's  discernment  of  Scripture, 
conscience,  a  personal  responsibility,  and  the  pastoral 
responsibility  to  their  ministries. 


Petition  Nimiber:  31054-FO-65C-D;  Dawn  Yelverton, 
Nashville,  TN 

Ministers  may  conduct  homosexual  unions 
in  their  churches 

Amend  last  sentence  of  65C: 


Ceremonies  that  celebrate  homosexual  unions 
shall  net  may  be  conducted  by  our  ministers  and  shaH 
not  may  be  conducted  in  our  churches. 
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PeHHon  Number:  31959-FO-65J-D;  Melissa  M. 
Anderson,  Peoria,  111. 

Rewrite  65J 

Delete  current  text  and  replace  with  the  following: 

We  believe  God  creates  all  life  with  a  purpose, 
and  we  believe  that  human  beings  do  not  have  the 
right  to  interfere  with  God's  plans.  Therefore, 
abortions  performed  on  healthy  mothers  and 
abortions  performed  only  to  take  lives  rather  than  to 
save  them  violate  our  belief  in  the  divine  sacredness 
of  life.  To  protect  the  sanctity  of  the  lives  of  unborn 
children  and  their  mothers,  we  cannot  approve  of 
abortion  on  demand.  We  reach  out  in  Christian  love  to 
those  who  have  experienced  abortion,  to  those  in  the 
midst  of  crisis  pregnancies,  and  to  those  who  give 
birth. 


Petition  Number:  31960-FO-65A-D;  Lasse  Jensen, 
Aarhus  UMC,  Aarhus,  Denmark 

Definition  of  family  should  include 
homosexual  families 


Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  The  Book  of  Discipline 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  2000,  be  published  in 
loose-leaf  format  and  only  those  sheets  with  changes  be 
published  for  any  and  all  future  editions. 


General/Judicial  Legislative  Committee 

Petition  Number:  31939-GJ-2624.4-D;  Randi 
Herrington  Sosa,  Holy  Covenant  UMC,  Katy,  TX 

In  the  case  of  child  or  sexual  abuse  statute  of 
limitations  shall  be  retroactive 

Add  the  following  to  the  end  of  2624.4: 


These  provisions  regarding  the  limitation  period 
(and  no  limitation  period)  shall  be  retroactive,  unless 
a  matter  was  previously  considered  by  a  committee  on 
investigation.  The  fact  that  the  charges  of  sexual  or 
child  abuse  were  not  in  the  Discipline  at  the  time  one 
of  those  offenses  is  alleged  to  have  occurred  shall  not 
be  a  bar  to  its  use  as  chargeable  offense.  This 
retroactivity  provision  shall  take  effect  immediately 
upon  ratification  of  the  constitutional  amendment  to 
15.7,  as  adopted  by  the  2000  General  Conference. 


Amend  second  sentence  of  65A: 

.  .  .  We  understand  the  family  as  encompassing  a 
wider  range  of  options . . .  families,  and  couples  without 
children  and  homosexual  families. 


Perition  Number:  31943-FA-821-D;  John  A  Carr, 
Mickey  Stringfield 

Persons  with  disabilities 


Financial  Administration  Leg.  Committee 

Petition  Number:  31941 -FA-NonDis-O;  Jim  Cubbin 

Publish  BOD  in  loose  leaf  format;  later  editions 
publish  only  pages  of  corrections  and  changes 

Whereas,  a  completely  new  edition  of  The  Book  of 
Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  published 
quadrennially  in  bound,  hard-cover  form  which 
necessitates  a  page-by-page  study  on  the  part  of  users  to 
determine  what  paragraphs  have  changed  both  in 
number  and  in  substance;  and 

Whereas,  the  impact  on  the  environment  would  be 
substantially  reduced  in  the  long  run  (over  several 
editions)  were  The  Book  of  Discipline  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  published  in  loose-leaf  format 
for  2000  so  that  only  the  sheets  that  have  changes  need 
to  be  published  for  any  future  edition. 


Amend  first  paragraph: 

. . .  Ministerial  Education  Fund.  The  purpose  of  the 
fund  is  to  enable  the . . .  equip  the  annual  conferences  to 
meet  increased  demands  in  this  area.  Specific  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  needs  of  persons  with 
disabilities. 


Petition  Number:  31947-GJ-NonDis-O;  John  A  Carr, 
Mickey  Stringfield 

Composition  of  jurisdictional  pool  shall  include  one 
or  more  persons  with  an  obvious  disability 

Amend  composition  of  jurisdictional  pool  (705.1b): 

Whereas,  there  are  more  than  54  million  persons 
with  disabilities  in  the  U.S.  alone,  and  one-half  billion 
around  the  world,  80%  in  developing  countries;  and 
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Whereas,  each  group  of  persons  need  role  models, 
not  only  to  represent  themselves,  but  also  to  educate 
and  sensitize  others  who  may  not  understand  or 
appreciate  their  life  situation  and  experience. 

Therefore,  each  board  and  agency  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  shall  include  among  its  composed 
membership  one  or  more  persons  with  an  obvious 
disabihty  to  demonstrate  their  ability  in  serving  and 
doing  the  work  and  ministry  of  the  church. 


Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Legislative  Committee 

Petition  Number:  31944-HE-1405.7-D;  John  A  Carr, 
Mickey  Stringfield 


People  with  disabilities 


Amend  1405.7: 


To  promote  and  give  direction  to  work  among 
racial  and  ethnic  groups,  and  people  with  disabilities 
for  enlistment,  training, . . . 


Petition  Number:  31945-HE-1405-D;  John  A  Carr, 
Mickey  Stringfield 

Institutions  receiving  support  shall  increase  its 
accessibility  for  tiie  disabled 

Add  to  the  end  of  1405.15: 

To  provide  for  the  allocation  of  funds  to 
iiwtitutions  and  to  programs  related  to  the  Board  and 
emphasize  that  each  institution  and  program 
receiving  support  increase  their  accessibility  for 
people  with  disabilities. 


Petition  Number:  31946-HE-1405-D;  John  A  Carr, 
Mickey  Stringfield 

Pay  attention  to  needs  of  disabled  people 

Add  the  following  to  the  end  of  1405.23: 

To  analyze  needs  of  those  in  church-related  .  .  . 
development,  and  funding,  with  careful  attention  to 
the  needs  of  people  with  disabilities. 


Petition  Number:  31962-HE-355-D;  North  Texas 
delegation  to  CC 

Retired  clergy  may  be  appointed  a  year  at  a  time  if 

bishop  decides  it's  in  annual  conference's  best 

interests 

Add  the  following  to  the  end  of  355.1: 

...  be  retired,  except  that,  in  lieu  of  retirement  the 
bishop  of  an  annual  conference  may  appoint  a  person 
who  has  reached  mandatory  retirement  age  to  an 
appointment  for  one  year  at  a  time,  subject  to  annual 
re-evaluation,  if  the  bishop  determines  such  an 
appointment  or  re-appointment  following  re-evaluation 
to  be  in  the  best  interest  of  the  annual  conference. 


Independent  Commissions  Leg.  Committee 

Petition  Number:  30535-IC-R258-U;  GCCUIC 

Called  to  be  Neighbors  and  Witnesses 

Delete  title  and  text  of  resolution  "GuideUnes  for 
Interreligious  Relationships"  (p.  258,  The  Book  of 
Resolutions)  and  replace  with  the  following: 

Called  to  Be  Neighbors  and  Witnesses: 
Guidelines  for  Interreligious  Relationships 

Nations  of  the  world  are  growing  increasingly 
interdependent  politically  and  economically.  The 
various  world  religious  communities  are  also 
encountering  each  other  in  new  ways.  Religions  of 
Asia  and  Africa  are  showing  new  life  and  power 
within  their  homelands  and  are  spreading  to  other 
continents,  creating  new  multi-religious  societies, 
especially  in  western  nations.  New  sects,  cults,  and 
ideologies  are  emerging  and  ancient  traditions  are 
receiving  renewed  attention.  To  an  unprecedented 
degree,  the  wonders  of  the  information  age  bring  the 
world's  rich  religious  diversity  into  our  homes  and 
communities. 

The  emergence  of  religiously  diverse  societies 
and  the  new  dynamics  in  old  religious  communities 
have  prompted  many  faith  communities  to  reconsider 
how  they  relate  to  one  another  and  to  prevailing 
secular  ideologies.  This  represents  a  great 
opportunity  for  learning  and  an  enhanced 
understanding  of  our  common  concerns.  Yet,  there  is 
also  danger  that  religious  tensions  will  lead  to 
oppression  of  religious  minorities  and  curtailment  of 
religious  freedom  with  real  potential  for  armed 
conflict.     At  a  time  when  worldwide  problems  of 
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human  suffering  due  to  poverty,  wars,  and  political 
oppression  are  so  vast  and  pervasive  that  no  one  faith 
group  can  solve  them,  tensions  between  religious 
groups  often  prevent  the  level  of  cooperation  needed 
to  respond  more  adequately.  As  ancient  religions 
demonstrate  new  life  and  power  to  speak  to  the 
deepest  human  concerns.  Christians  are  pressed 
toward  a  deeper  understanding  of  other  faith 
traditions  and  a  re-examination  of  their  own  claims  to 
a  global  mission  to  all  people. 

What  are  the  implications  of  this  religiously 
diverse  situation  for  Christian  theology  and  ministry? 
What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  faithful  follower  of  and 
witness  to  Jesus  Christ?  What  does  it  mean  to  affirm 
the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  in  a  religiously  pluralistic 
world?  Can  we  of  different  faith  traditions  live 
together  as  neighbors,  or  will  diverse  religious 
loyalties  result  in  mutual  antagonism  and  destruction? 
What  are  the  resources  United  Methodist  Christians 
bring  for  building  constructive  relationships  between 
persons  of  different  religions? 

The  United  Methodist  Church  provides  this 
statement  as  guidance  to  its  members  and 
congregations  in  facing  these  questions  in  their 
relations  with  persons  who  hold  other  faith 
perspectives. 

Called  to  Be  Neighbors 

For  some  Christians,  it  may  seem  strange  even  to 
refer  to  "persons  who  hold  other  faith  perspectives." 
Some  are  accustomed  to  calling  them  "non-Christians" 
or  "nonbelievers."  These  attitudes  may  have  developed 
out  of  confidence  in  the  vdtimate  truth  of  our  own  faith 
perspective  or  from  limited  experience  of  and 
insensitivity  to  other  traditions,  to  the  truth  they  may 
contain,  and  to  the  profound  meaiung  and  purpose  they 
give  to  the  lives  of  people.  How  then,  arc  we  to  relate  to 
those  who  seem  different  from  us  religiously? 

Scripture  gives  us  many  images  of 
neighborliness  that  extends  across  conventional 
boundaries.  In  the  Old  Testament  (Genesis  12),  we 
find  God  challenging  Abraham  and  Sarah  to  go  live 
among  strangers.  In  the  New  Testament,  Jesus  breaks 
convention  by  speaking  with  the  Samaritan  woman  at 
the  well  (John  4:6-30)  and  shows  how  she  can  be 
reached  through  dialogue.  Speaking  with  a  lawyer 
(Luke  10:25)  Jesus  reminds  him  that  his  neighbor,  the 
one  to  whom  he  should  show  love  and  compassion, 
and  from  whom  he  may  receive  grace,  may  be  a 
stranger.  Today,  our  Lord's  call  to  neighborliness 
(Luke  10:27),  includes  the  "strangers"  of  other  faith 
traditions  who  live  in  our  towns  and  cities.   It  is  not 


just  that  historical  events  have  forced  us  together. 
Christianity  itself  impels  us  to  love  our  neighbors  and 
to  seek  to  live  in  contact  and  mutually  beneficial 
relationships,  in  community,  with  them. 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  neighbor?  It  means  to 
meet  other  persons,  to  know  them,  to  relate  to  them,  to 
respect  them,  and  to  learn  about  their  ways,  which 
may  be  quite  different  from  our  own.  It  means  to 
create  a  sense  of  community  in  our  neighborhoods, 
towns  and  cities  and  to  make  them  places  in  which  the 
unique  customs  of  each  group  can  be  expressed  and 
their  values  protected.  It  means  to  create  social 
structures  in  which  there  is  justice  for  all  and  that 
everyone  can  participate  in  shaping  their  life  together 
"in  community."  Each  race  or  group  of  people  is  not 
only  allowed  to  be  who  they  are,  but  their  way  of  life 
is  also  valued  and  given  full  expression. 

Christians  distinguish  several  meanings  of 
"community."  One  definition  expresses  their 
relationships  as  members  of  one  another  in  the  body  of 
Christ,  the  Church,  a  people  called  together  by  Christ,  a 
"communion  of  saints"  who  work  toward  the  Reign  of 
God.  A  broader  definition  points  to  the  relationship 
that  is  shared  with  others  in  the  wider  human 
conununity,  where  Christians  are  concerned  for  peace, 
justice  and  reconciliation  for  all  people.  Other  faiths 
also  have  their  understanding  of  "community."  The 
vision  of  a  "worldwide  community  of  conununities" 
commends  itself  to  many  Christians  as  a  way  of  being 
together  with  persons  of  different  religious  convictions 
in  a  pluralistic  world. 

Ultimately,  this  is  to  shift  the  question  from  "To 
which  Church  do  we  belong?"  to  "Have  we 
participated  in  promoting  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit?"  That  suggests  that  we  United  Methodist 
Christians,  not  just  individually,  but  corporately,  are 
called  to  be  neighbors  with  other  faith  communities 
(such  as  Buddhist,  Jewish,  Muslim,  Hindu,  and 
Native  American),  and  to  work  with  them  to  create  a 
human  community,  a  set  of  relationships  between 
people  at  once  interdependent  and  free,  in  which 
there  is  love,  mutual  respect,  and  justice. 

Called  to  Be  Witnesses 

Within  this  religiously  diverse  community. 
Christians,  trusting  in  Jesus  Christ  for  their  salvation, 
are  called  to  witness  to  him  as  Lord  to  all  people  (Acts 
1:8).  We  witness  to  our  Lord  through  words  which  tell 
of  his  grace,  through  deeds  of  service  and  social 
change  that  demonstrate  his  love,  and  through  our  life 
together  in  the  Christian  community,  exhibiting 
God's  power  to  heal,  reconcile,  and  unite. 
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When  Jesus  issued  his  famous  missionary 
mandate,  "Go  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all 
nations"  (Matthew  28:20),  the  Greek  word  is 
poreuthentes.  This  literally  means  "to  depart,  to  leave, 
to  cross  boundaries."  Thus,  a  witness  to  Jesus  Christ  is 
one  who  can  bridge  boundaries,  be  they  geographic, 
sociological,  racial,  or  cultural.  The  gospels  tell  story 
after  story  of  Jesus  crossing  boundaries  and  reaching 
to  outsiders,  drawing  them  into  his  circle.  As  disciples 
of  Jesus,  our  outreach  draws  upon  the  gospel  call  to  be 
even  more  than  neighbors.  We  are  to  proclaim  and 
witness  to  the  God  who  has  bound  humanity  together 
in  care  for  one  another,  regardless  of  the  differences 
between  us. 

As  relationships  with  persons  of  other  faith 
communities  deepen.  Christians  discover  how  often  our 
witness  has  been  unneighborly,  how  much  we  have 
talked  and  how  little  we  have  listened,  and  how  our 
insensitive  and  unappreciative  approaches  have 
alienated  sincere  truth  seekers  and  persons  who  already 
have  strong  faith  commitments.  We  become  aware  that 
we  frequently  communicate  attitudes  of  superiority 
regarding  our  own  faith,  thereby  perpetuating  walls  and 
hostilities  between  us  as  human  beings.  These  can  only 
restrict  Christian  witness. 

As  United  Methodist  Christians  reflect  anew  on 
our  faith  and  seek  guidance  in  our  witness  to  and 
encounter  with  our  new  neighbors,  we  rediscover  that 
God  who  has  acted  in  Jesus  Christ  for  the  salvation  of 
the  whole  world,  is  also  Creator  of  all  humankind,  the 
"one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  Lord  of  all,  works 
through  all,  and  is  in  all"  (Eph.  4:6  TEV).  Here 
Christians  confront  a  profound  mystery — the 
awareness  of  God  who  is  related  to  all  creation  and  at 
work  in  the  whole  of  it,  and  the  experience  of  God 
who  has  acted  redemptively  for  the  whole  creation  in 
Jesus  Christ.  Christians  witness  to  God  in  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  confidence  that  here  all  people  can  find 
salvation  and  in  the  trust  that  because  of  what  we 
know  of  God  in  Jesus,  God  deals  graciously  and 
lovingly  with  all  people  everywhere. 

Dialogue — A  Way  To  Be  Neighbors 

"Dialogue"  is  the  word  which  has  come  to  signify 
an  approach  to  persons  of  other  faith  communities 
which  takes  seriously  both  the  call  to  witness  and  the 
command  to  love  and  be  neighbors.  To  be  engaged  in 
dialogue  is  to  see  witnessing  and  neighborliness  as 
interrelated  activities.  Rather  than  a  one-sided 
address,  dialogue  combines  witnessing  with 
listening.  It  is  the  intentional  engagement  with 
persons    who    hold    other    faith    perspectives    for 


purposes  of  mutual  understanding,  cooperation,  and 
transformation. 

"Dialogue"  may  be  as  informal  as  a  conversation 
in  the  marketplace  or  as  formal  as  the  leader  of  one 
religious  group  explaining  to  others  its  belief  or 
worship  life.  Dialogue  is  more  than  an  individual  or 
academic  enterprise.  It  also  involves  groups  or 
communities  of  people  holding  different  convictions 
who  reach  out  to  one  another.  This  community 
orientation  gives  a  practical  bent  to  interreligious 
dialogue. 

In  dialogue,  one  individual  or  group  may  seek 
relationship  with  another  in  order  to  expose 
misunderstandings  and  stereotypes  and  to  break 
down  barriers  that  separate  and  create  hostility  and 
conflict.  Ethnic  or  religious  communities  may 
approach  each  other  in  dialogue  in  order  to  resolve 
particular  problems  or  to  foster  cooperation  in  dealing 
with  a  local,  national,  or  even  global  situation  of 
human  suffering.  At  its  deepest  level,  dialogue  is 
both  learning  about  and  sharing  our  faith  through  its 
stories  and  images.  Each  partner  learns  from  the  rich 
store  of  wisdom  of  the  other,  and  each  expresses  his  or 
her  own  deepest  conviction  in  the  faith  that  it  has 
truth  worth  sharing  with  the  other. 

Through  dialogue  with  persons  of  other  faith 
communities,  new  insights  are  received  regarding 
God's  activity  in  the  world  today,  the  divine  purpose 
for  humankind  as  a  whole,  and  the  place  of  the 
Christian  community  within  these  purposes.  It  is  also 
a  common  experience  for  Christians  to  feel  the  need  to 
express  their  own  faith  with  greater  clarity.  We  trust 
in  the  Holy  Spirit  to  make  known  new  and  different 
insights  through  such  encounters. 

Even  though  Jews,  Christians  and  Muslim  share 
the  same  covenant,  in  many  of  our  cities  and  towns  we 
continue  to  live  as  strangers  to  each  other.  A  positive 
foundation  from  which  to  connect  with  persons  in 
other  faith  communities  is  recognition  of  some  of  the 
gifts  they  bring  to  the  human  community.  For 
instance,  through  Judaism,  Christians  can  connect  to 
the  covenantal  faithfulness  of  God;  Islam  illustrates 
the  joy  of  life  lived  in  obedience  to  God's  will;  the 
spiritualities  of  indigenous  peoples  encourage  a  deep 
reverence  for  God's  natural  creation;  Buddhism  offers 
contemplative  ways  to  connect  to  the  divine;  and 
Hinduism  in  its  varieties  brings  the  gift  of  tolerance. 
Engaging  in  dialogue  with  positive  expectation  offers 
the  possibility  of  sharing  mutually  beneficial 
spiritual  gifts  as  well  as  overcoming  past  hostilities. 

Dialogue  frequently  has  been  misunderstood. 
Some  see  it  as  limited  to  the  commonalities  that  exist 
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between  different  religious  traditions.  It  is  important 
to  discern  and  explore  those  commonalities  and  to 
utilize  them  to  strengthen  relationships.  But  there  is 
more!  Dialogue  offers  to  both  partners  the 
opportunity  of  enriching  their  own  faith  through  the 
wisdom  of  the  other.  In  the  process  it  helps  overcome 
the  deep  mistrust,  hatred,  hostility,  and  conflict  that 
characterize  so  many  intercultural  and  interreligious 
relations.  Each  religious  community  asserts  that  its 
faith  offers  a  way  to  resolve  conflict  in  positive  ways 
and  has  resources  for  building  community  among 
diverse  peoples.  Dialogue  seeks  to  provide  an 
environment  which  allows  space  for  differences, 
builds  on  the  positive  affirmations  of  each  faith,  and 
brings  them  into  relationship  with  each  other. 

Dialogue — Way  to  Witness 

The  only  precondition  for  dialogue — sometimes 
a  challenging  one — is  a  true  willingness  to  enter  a 
relationship  of  mutual  acceptance,  openness,  and 
respect.  Effective  dialogue  requires  that  both  partners 
have  deep  convictions  about  life,  faith,  and  salvation. 
True  dialogue  requires  that  Christians  not  suspend 
their  fundamental  convictions  concerning  the  truth  of 
the  gospel,  but  enter  into  dialogue  with  personal 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and  with  the  desire  to 
witness  to  that  faith.  Effective  dialogue  also  requires 
that  Christians  be  truly  open  to  persons  of  other  faith 
commimities,  to  their  convictions  about  life,  truth, 
and  salvation  and  to  their  witness,  as  others  also  feel 
called  to  witness  to  their  faith  and  teachings  about  the 
meaning  of  life.  Engagement  in  dialogue  is  a  form  of 
Christian  ministry. 

Is  not  this  urge  to  witness  an  obstacle  to 
interreligious  dialogue?  It  often  has  been,  but  it  need 
not  be.  Where  there  is  listening  as  well  as  speaking, 
openness  and  respect  as  well  as  concern  to  influence, 
there  is  dialogue  and  witness.  Indeed,  dialogue  at  its 
most  profound  level  is  an  exchange  of  witness. 
Participants  share  with  each  other  their  perceptions  of 
the  meaning  of  life,  of  ultimate  reality,  salvation  and 
hope,  and  the  resources  of  their  faith  for  enabling 
commimity.  In  genuine  "dialogue,"  we  "witness  and 
are  witnessed  to."  The  most  effective  dialogue  takes 
place  when  both  sides  really  do  care  that  the  other 
hear,  understand  and  receive  the  other's  wisdom.  Part 
of  our  witness  is  our  openness  to  hearing  the  witness 
of  the  other. 

Dialogue  at  these  depths  holds  great  promise. 
Long-cherished  convictions  may  be  modified  by  the 
encounter  with  others.  Misunderstanding  may  be 
clarified,  potential  hostilities  reconciled,  and  new 
insights  regarding  one's  ov^m  faith  may  emerge  in 


contrast  to  that  of  another.  The  depths  of  another's 
faith  may  be  so  disclosed  that  its  power  and 
attractiveness  are  experienced.  Dialogue  is  a 
demanding  process,  requiring  thorough 

understanding  of  one's  own  faith  and  clear 
articulation  of  it  to  the  other  person.  It  asks  that  we 
"translate"  our  perspectives  to  one  another  with 
integrity,  that  we  have  the  patience  and  attentiveness 
to  discern  what  meaning  words  and  images  have  for 
the  other  person  as  well  as  ourselves. 

Dialogue  is  not  a  betrayal  of  witness.  Dialogue 
and  witness  are  wrongly  placed  in  opposition  to  each 
other.  They  need  each  other.  Dialogue  creates 
relationships  of  mutual  understanding,  openness  and 
respect.  Witness  presses  dialogue  to  the  deepest 
convictions  about  life,  death,  and  hope. 

Many  persons  of  other  faiths  are  suspicious  that 
dialogue  is  a  new  and  more  subtle  tool  for  conversion. 
In  some  ways  this  is  inevitable  since  Christians  do 
want  others  to  learn  of  and  receive  the  truth  and  grace 
we  know  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  difference  between 
dialogue  and  other  forms  of  witness  is  that  it  is  a 
context  for  learning  from  the  other  the  truth  and 
wisdom  of  the  other  faith  as  well  as  sharing  with  the 
other  the  truth  and  wisdom  of  our  own.  We  leave  to 
the  Holy  Spirit  the  outcome  of  our  mutual  openness. 
Our  concern  is  to  be  obedient  to  our  own  call  to 
witness  and  to  follow  the  imperative  to  be  loving  and 
neighborly  to  persons  of  other  faith  communities.  In 
dialogue,  these  deeply  held  truths  encounter  each 
other  in  witness  and  love,  so  that  greater  wisdom  and 
greater  understanding  of  truth  may  emerge  which 
benefit  all  parties  in  the  dialogue.  As  we  exhibit 
courtesy,  reverence,  and  respect  and  become 
neighbors,  fears  of  each  other  are  allayed,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  works  within  these  relationships. 

Neighbors  and  Witnesses — 
Into  the  New  Millennium 

The  command  to  love  one's  neighbors  and  the 
call  to  witness  to  Jesus  Christ  to  all  people  are 
inseparably  linked.  The  profound  challenge  which 
this  represents  for  United  Methodist  Christians  can  be 
seen  most  sharply  in  the  new  religious  movements 
which  have  arisen  in  recent  years.  These  movements 
have  become  a  source  of  concern  for  many  Christians. 
Some  groups  seem  to  utilize  methods  that  are 
manipulative  and  coercive. 

However,  many  people  have  found  new  vision, 
meaning,  and  hope  in  some  of  these  new  faith 
perspectives.  These  new  religious  movements  are 
very  diverse  and  they  should  not  be  lumped  together 
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indiscriminately,  condemned  and  dismissed.  Neither 
should  they  automatically  be  embraced  as  valid 
expressions  of  human  dignity  and  freedom.  Careful 
study  and  contact  will  enable  Christians  to 
distinguish  those  which  are  manipulative  and 
coercive  and  which  are  to  be  challenged  for  reasons  of 
faith. 

As  we  take  seriously  this  calling  to  be  witnesses 
and  neighbors  to  people  of  all  faith  communities,  old 
and  new,  we  become  aware  of  the  biblical  caution  not 
to  bear  false  witness  (Matt.  19:18)  and  the  admonition 
to  live  at  peace  with  all  people  (Heb.  12:14).  How  are 
we  to  avoid  bearing  false  witness  unless  we  know  our 
neighbors  and  understand  their  faith  commitments? 
How  can  one  truly  love  a  neighbor  and  hold  back 
what  to  Christians  is  the  greatest  of  all  gifts — God 
becoming  present  to  people  in  Jesus  Christ?  How  can 
we  live  peacefully  together,  unless  we  are  willing  to 
be  neighborly?  How  can  we  say  we  love  otir  neighbor 
if  we  are  unwilling  to  be  attentive  to  the  message  and 
the  gifts  which  God  has  given  him  or  her?  Love  of 
neighbor  and  witness  to  Christ  are  the  two  primary 
attitudes  United  Methodist  Christians  must  affirm  in 
their  relationship  with  persons  of  other  faith 
traditions.  When  we  affirm  our  love  for  the  neighbor, 
we  discover  that  God  has  given  us  another 
gift — people  in  other  faith  communities.  We  join 
hands  with  them  to  fight  against  the  evil  powers  and 
principalities  of  this  earth. 

God  is  calling  United  Methodists  into  a  new 
millennium  full  of  its  own  challenges  and 
opportunities.  We  seek  to  learn  how  the  Holy  Spirit 
works  among  all  peoples  of  the  world,  especially 
among  those  in  other  religious  traditions.  We  desire 
to  read  the  holy  texts  that  others  believe  to  be  inspired 
by  God  and  to  open  ourselves  to  the  power  and 
spiritual  insights  held  in  the  stories,  images,  and 
rituals  of  other  traditions.  And  we  pray  for  guidance 
as  we  yearn  to  proclaim  the  Savior  whom  we  know 
among  people  who  believe  in  other  saviors  and  lords. 
May  all  our  mission  and  witness  to  the  peoples  of  this 
world  be  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  centered  in 
the  love  taught  us  by  Jesus  Christ. 

Guidelines  for  Interreligious  Relationships 

The  following  guidelines  will  assist  United 
Methodists  to  be  faithfiil  to  their  call  to  witness  and 
the  call  to  be  neighbors  vdth  persons  of  other  faith 
communities. 

1.  Identify  the  various  faith  communities  in 
your  area  and  begin  to  familiarize  your  congregation 


with  them.  This  may  involve  planned  experiences 
which  bring  faith  communities  into  contact  with  one 
another  or  the  formation  of  study  groups  which 
provide  an  introduction  to  other  faith  traditions. 

2.  Initiate  dialogues  with  other  faith 
communities,  remaining  sensitive  to  areas  of  historic 
tension  yet  open  to  the  possibilities  for  deepened 
understanding  and  new  insight.  Each  partner  must 
forthrightly  face  the  issues  that  cause  separation  as 
well  as  those  that  create  unity. 

3.  Work  in  practical  ways  with  persons  of 
other  faith  communities  to  resolve  economic,  social, 
cultural,  and  political  problems  in  the  community. 
Soup  kitchens,  food  pantries.  Habitat  for  Humanity 
projects  and  other  such  efforts  can  be  an  effective 
focus  for  shared  concerns  for  the  common  good. 

4.  Together  with  persons  of  other  faith 
traditions,  plan  community  celebrations  with  an 
interreligious  perspective.  Prepare  carefully. 
Sensitivity  to  the  integrity  of  each  tradition  is 
essential.  Care  should  be  taken  not  to  relativize  all 
religious  symbols  and  practices  nor  minimize 
religious  differences. 

5.  Develop  new  models  of  community 
building  which  strengthen  relationships  and  allow 
people  to  dwell  together  in  harmony  while  honoring 
the  integrity  of  their  differences. 

Intent 

The  intent  in  developing  interreligious 
relationships  is  not  to  amalgamate  all  faiths  into  one 
religion.  We  Christians  have  no  interest  in  such 
syncretism.  To  engage  in  interreligious  dialogue  is 
neither  to  endorse  nor  to  deny  the  faith  of  other 
people.  In  dialogue  we  seek  insight  into  the  wisdom 
of  other  traditions  and  we  hope  to  overcome  our  fears 
and  misapprehensions  about  them.  Far  from 
requiring  a  lessening  of  commitment  to  Christ, 
effective  dialogue  is  only  possible  when  one's  own 
faith  is  strong,  and  may  ultimately  serve  to  deepen  or 
extend  it. 

We  Christians  are  seeking  to  be  neighbors  with 
persons  whose  religious  commitments  are  different 
from  our  own  and  to  engage  each  other  about  the 
deepest  convictions  of  our  lives.  In  our  assurance  of 
and  trust  in  God's  grace  in  Jesus  Christ,  we  open 
ourselves  to  dialogue  and  engagement  with  persons 
of  other  faith  communities  and  to  other  Christians 
whose  understandings  may  be  different  from  our 
own. 
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This  interreligious  engagement  challenges  United 
Methodist  Christians  to  think  in  new  ways  about  oiu- 
lives  in  the  broader  human  conimiuiity,  about  our 
mission,  evangelism,  service,  and  our  life  together 
within  the  Christian  church.  We  seek  to  promote  peace 
and  hannony  with  persons  of  other  religious  traditions 
in  our  various  towns,  cities  and  neighborhoods.  Yet  we 
do  not  hide  our  differences,  nor  avoid  conflicts,  but 
seek  to  make  them  constructive.  In  each  place,  we 
share  our  lives  with  each  other,  we  witness  and  are 
witnessed  to,  we  invite  others  into  the  Christian 
community  and  we  are  invited  into  theirs.  Our  prayer 
is  that  the  lives  of  all  in  each  place  will  be  enriched  by 
the  differences  of  others,  that  a  new  sense  of 
community  may  emerge,  and  that  others  may  receive 
the  gift  of  God  in  Christ,  while  we  receive  the  gifts 
which  have  been  given  them. 


Petition  Number:  30536-IC-R220-U;  GCCUIC 

In  support  of  continuing  membership  in  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union 

Amend  title:  In  support  of  Continuing 
Membership  in  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union. 
Delete  current  text  and  replace  with  the  following  text, 
p.  220,  The  Book  of  Resolutions: 

In  Support  of  Continuing  Membership  in  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union 

Whereas,  the  Constitution  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  states  that  the  dividedness  in  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  "is  a  hindrance  to  its  mission  in 
[the]  world"  and  has  committed  us  to  ecumenical 
involvement;  and 

Whereas,  the  predecessor  churches  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  were  founding  members  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU),  and  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  been  an  active 
supporter  of  COCU  for  over  thirty-five  years;  and 

Whereas,  the  1988  General  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  affirmed  The  COCU 
Consensus  as  an  authentic  expression  of  the  apostolic 
faith  and  a  sufficient  theological  foundation  for 
covenanting;  and 

Whereas,  the  1996  General  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  adopted  Churches  in 
Covenant  Communion:  Churches  of  Christ  Uniting  as 
the  definitive  agreement  for  joining  with  other 
churches  in  covenant  communion;  and 


Whereas,  the  1999  Plenary  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  approved  a  "Call  to  Christian 
Commitment  and  Action  to  Combat  Racism"  and 
recommends  a  process  using  the  materials  and 
implementing  action  within  the  member 
communions. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  that  the  General 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  affirms 
the  following  marks  of  commitment: 


1.   Mutual     recognition     of     each     other 
entic  expressions  of  the  one  church  of  J 


authentic  expressions 
Christ, 


as 
esus 


2.  Mutual  recognition  of  members  in  one 
Baptism, 

3.  Mutual  recognition  that  each  affirms  the 
apostolic  faith  of  Scripture  and  Tradition  which  is 
expressed  in  the  Apostles'  and  Nicene  Creeds  and  that 
each  seeks  to  give  witness  to  the  apostolic  faith  in  its 
life  and  mission, 

4.  Provision  for  celebration  of  the  Eucharist 
together  with  intentional  regularity, 

5.  Engagement  together  in  Christ's  mission 
on  a  regular  basis,  especially  a  shared  mission  to 
combat  racism, 

6.  Intentional  commitment  to  promote  unity 
with  wholeness  and  to  oppose  all  marginalization  and 
exclusion  in  church  and  society  based  on  such  things  as 
race,  age,  gender,  forms  of  disability,  sexual 
orientation,  and  class, 

7.  Appropriate  structures  of  accountability 
and  appropriate  means  for  consultation  and  decision 
making, 

8.  An  ongoing  process  of  theological 
dialogue  and. 

Therefore,  be  it  further  resolved  that  the  General 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  directs: 

1.  The  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  GCCUIC 
to  lead  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  its 
membership  in  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
and  to  continue  in  dialogue  with  covenanting 
partners,  clarifying  questions  and  developing  the 
covenanting  process;  and 

2.  The  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  GCCUIC 
to  promote  the  "Call  to  Christian  Commitment  and 
Action  to  Combat  Racism"  throughout  The  United 
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Methodist  Church  and  to  advocate  for  its  study  and 
implementation. 


Petition  Number:  30537-IC-R221-U;  GCCUIC 

Continuing  membership  in  the  National  Council 
of  Churches 

Amend  "Continuing  Membership  in  the  National 
Coundl  of  Churches,"  p.  221,  The  Book  of  Resolutions: 

Whereas,  we  congratulate — Bishop  Melvin  G. 
Talbert  en  his  election  as  president  of  the  NCCC/USA 
for  a  two-yea  1  teim,  lo  be  served  during  the  coming 
quadrennium; 

Whereas,  we  rejoice  in  the  celebration  of  the  50* 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  NCCC/USA; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  the  1996  2000 
General  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
reaffirms  its  membership  in  and  support  of  the  National 
Coundl  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  in 
accordance  with  the  i992  1996  Book  of  Disdpline 
(Paragraph  2402.2). 


Local  Church  Legislative  Committee 

Petition  Number:  31961-LC-201-D;  North  Texas 
delegation  to  G.C. 

Local  church  provides  most  significant  place  where 
disciple-making  happens 

Amend  201: 

The  local  church  provides  the  most  significant 
arena  through  which  disciple-making  occurs.  A  local 
church  is  It  is  a  community  . . 


Petition  Number  31964-LC-NonDis-O;  North  Texas 
delegation  to  G.C. 

Delete  101, 102  and  103  and  move  first  3  paragraphs 
before  201  into  their  places 

Delete  101,102  and   103  and  replace  with  the 
following: 

The  Mission 


The  mission  of  the  Church  is  to  make  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Rationale  for  Our  Mission 

The  mission  of  the  Church  is  to  make  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  by  proclaiming  the  good  news  of  God's 
grace  and  thus  seeking  the  fulfillment  of  God's  reign 
and  realm  in  the  world.  The  fulfillment  of  God's 
reign  and  realm  in  the  world  is  the  vision  Scripture 
holds  before  us. 

Jesus'  words  in  Matthew  28:19-20  provide  the 
Church  with  our  mission:  "Go  therefore  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 
the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
teaching  them  to  obey  everything  that  I  have 
commanded  you." 

This  mission  is  our  grace-filled  response  to  the 
Reign  of  God  in  the  world  announced  by  Jesus. 
God's  grace  is  active  everywhere,  at  all  times, 
carrying  out  this  purpose  as  revealed  in  the  Bible.  It 
is  expressed  in  God's  covenant  with  Abraham  and 
Sarah,  in  the  Exodus  of  Israel  from  Egypt,  and  in  the 
ministry  of  the  prophets.  It  is  fully  embodied  in  the 
life,  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is 
experienced  in  the  ongoing  creation  of  a  new  people 
by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

John  Wesley,  Phillip  Otterbein,  Jacob  Albright, 
and  our  other  spiritual  forebears  understood  this 
mission  in  this  way.  Whenever  United  Methodism 
has  had  a  clear  sense  of  mission,  God  has  used  our 
Church  to  save  persons,  heal  relationships,  transform 
social  structures,  and  spread  scriptural  holiness, 
thereby  changing  the  world.  In  order  to  be  truly  alive, 
we  embrace  Jesus'  mandate  to  make  disciples  of  all 
peoples. 

The  Process  for  Carrying  Out  Our  Mission 

We  make  disciples  as  we: 

-proclaim  the  gospel,  seek,  welcome  and  gather 
persons  into  the  body  of  Christ; 

-lead  persons  to  commit  their  lives  to  God 
through  Jesus  Christ; 

-nurture  persons  in  Christian  living  through 
worship,  baptism,  communion,  Bible  and  other 
studies,  prayer,  and  other  means  of  grace;  and 

-send  persons  into  the  world  to  live  lovingly  and 
justly  as  servants  of  Christ  by  healing  the  sick, 
feeding  the  hungry,  caring  for  the  stranger,  freeing  the 
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oppressed,  and  working  to  have  social  structures 
consistent  with  the  gospel;  and 


-continue  the  mission  of  seeking,  welcoming  and 
gathering  persons  into  the  commimity  of  the  body  of 
Christ. 


What  Delegates  Think  . . . 


"When  I  talk  about  the  United  Methodist  Church,  I  usually  say  'we' 
rather  than  ■they.'"  (95%) 

"Its  connectional  mission  makes  the  United  Methodist  Church  unique 
from  any  other  church."  (85%) 

"When  I  think  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  I  think  of  a  church  that  is  currently  broad  enough 
to  include  multiple  views  in  its  decision-making."  (83%) 

"One  of  the  strengths  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  Is  Its  ethnic  diversity."  (85%) 

Source:  General  Council  on  Ministries 


Distribution  of  Delegates 
to  the  2000  General  Conference 


Conference 

Number  of  Delegates 

Percent  of  Total  Delegates 

Central  Conferences 

1 

152 

15.3 

Concordat  Churches 

10 

1.0 

North  Central  Jurisdiction 

182 

18.3 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

162 

16.3 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 

160 

16.1 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

270 

27.2 

Western  Jurisdiction 

56 

5.6 

TOTAL 

992 

100% 

(Column  may  not  total  100%  due  to 

rounding.) 

Source:  General  Council  on  Ministries 

A  NEW  Tcike  On 
an  Old  Riend 


Guidelines  for  Leading  Your  Congregation 
2001-2004 

(Available  November  2000) 


lUIDELINES 


Whether  you're  an  emerging  leader  or  an  experienced  one 
the  NEW,  more  convenient  6"  x  9"  size  and  the 
reformatted,  easy-to-read  content  of  the 
Guidelines  provide  you  with  the  practical 
help  you  need  to  succeed  in  your  ministry. 


ULIDELINES 

"t 

Crt-ntmx  I ■fipi rrti(ium>  l-  rru.t 
and  rt-<{kiiki  (d  (.imJ 


The  26  Guidelines  titles  cover  such  church 
leadership  areas  as  Church  Council.  Pastor. 
and  Lay  LeaderlLay  Member:  the 
administrative  areas  of  Finance  and  Trustees: 
and  ministry  areas  focused  on  nurture, 
outreach,  and  witness  including  Worship. 
Etangelism.  Steuardship.  age  level 
ministries.  Communications,  and  more. 


SIIIITIMiWll 


<i;i>i  iir  iiivKmii 


SKI»l\li.\l 


rfu  /.v.ii»hiiu/i 


£3   Cokesbuty 

^^^^i^        Kctaii  DiviMtm  iil  The  tnilej  Mclhudi\l  Publishing  Hims«  ' 


The  Guidelines  are  available  from  Cokesbury  in  sets  or 

individually.  For  more  information  or  to  place  a 

preorder  for  delivery  in  November,  call 

1-800-672-1789 
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Seating  Assignments 
Voting  Delegates 


Conference/Concordat        #  Deleeates 

Sec 

Row 

Seats 

Conference/Concordat        #  Delegates 

Sec 

Row 

Seats 

Alabama-West  Florida 

14 

B 

15 

15 

Great  Britain 

4 

D 

2 

3-6 

B 

16 

11-15 

Illinois  Great  Rivers 

20 

D 

11 

5-15 

B 

17 

8-15 

D 

12 

1-9 

Alaska  Missionary 

2 

C 

3 

5-6 

Holston 

16 

D 

14 

2-9 

Austria  Provisional 

2 

A 

12 

8-9 

D 

15 

1-8 

Baltimore-Washington 

20 

D 

5 

5-15 

Hungary  Provisional 

2 

C 

14 

9,-10 

D 

6 

7-15 

Iowa 

22 

A 

19 

7-15 

Bicol  Mission  Philippines 

2 

C 

12 

1-2 

B 

19 

1-13 

Provisional 

Kansas  East 

6 

C 

7 

1-5 

Bulacan  Philippines 

2 

C 

14 

3-4 

C 

8 

1 

Bulgaria  Provisional 

2 

D 

1 

3^ 

Kansas  West 

10 

D 

10 

1-6 

California-Nevada 

12 

B 

14 

8-15 

D 

11 

1-4 

B 

15 

9-12 

Kentucky 

14 

A 

16 

1-4 

California-Pacific 

16 

C 

3 

7-11 

A 

17 

1-10 

C 

4 

5-15 

Liberia 

12 

A 

9 

1 

Caribbean  and  the  Americas 

2 

A 

9 

14-15 

A 

10 

1-11 

Central  Congo 

10 

B 

7 

13-15 

Little  Rock 

6 

C 

11 

5-10 

B 

8 

9-15 

Louisiana 

10 

B 

16 

1-10 

Central  Luzon  Philippines 

2 

D 

5 

3-4 

Macedonia- Yugoslavia 

2 

A 

19 

1-2 

Central  Pennsylvania 

16 

A 

7 

1-13 

Provisional 

A 

8 

1-3 

Memphis 

10 

C 

1 

6-15 

Central  Texas 

12 

B 

17 

1-5 

Mexico 

2 

A 

5 

4-5 

B 

18 

1-7 

Middle  Philippines 

2 

B 

1 

15 

Czech  and  Slovak 

2 

A 

17 

11-12 

B 

2 

15 

Republics 

Mindanao  Philippines 

2 

B 

3 

15 

Dakotas 

4 

C 

5 

1-3 

B 

4 

15 

c 

6 

1 

Minnesota 

12 

D 

7 

9-15 

Denmark 

2 

c 

14 

7-8 

D 

8 

11-15 

Desert  Southwest 

4 

c 

5 

10-13 

Mississippi 

20 

D 

1 

5-15 

Detroit 

12 

c 

9 

2-13 

D 

2 

7-15 

East  Africa 

2 

B 

10 

12-13 

Missouri  East 

8 

D 

4 

1-6 

East  Congo 

2 

C 

11 

15 

D 

5 

1-2 

C 

12 

15 

Missouri  West 

10 

A 

1 

1-10 

East  Mindanao 

2 

C 

3 

3^ 

Mozambique 

2 

A 

5 

2-3 

PhiHppines  Provisional 

Nebraska 

10 

B 

7 

3-12 

East  Ohio 

22 

D 

3 

1-13 

New  England 

12 

C 

12 

3-14 

D 

4 

7-15 

New  Mexico 

4 

C 

7 

12-15 

East  Philippines 

2 

C 

4 

3-4 

New  York 

16 

C 

2 

4-15 

Eastern  Angola 

2 

A 

9 

4-5 

C 

3 

12-15 

Eastern  Pennsylvania 

16 

C 

8 

2-15 

Nigeria 

6 

C 

7 

6-11 

C 

9 

14-15 

North  Alabanu 

16 

C 

9 

1 

Estonia 

2 

A 

6 

10-11 

C 

10 

1-15 

Finland-Finnish  Provisional 

2 

B 

17 

6-7 

North  Arkansas 

8 

B 

15 

1-8 

Finland-Sweden  Provisional 

2 

A 

18 

1-2 

North  Carolina 

20 

D 

8 

1-10 

Florida 

26 

B 

2 

1-14 

D 

9 

1-10 

B 

3 

1-12 

North  Central  New  York 

10 

B 

1 

5-14 

Germany  East 

2 

D 

3 

14-15 

North  Central  Philippines 

2 

A 

5 

1 

Germany  North 

2 

C 

14 

1-2 

A 

6 

1 

Germany  South 

2 

A 

12 

12-13 

Germany  Southwest 

2 

D 

2 

1-2 
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Conference/Concordat        » Delegates         Sec      Row  Seats 


Conference/Concordat        » Delegates  Sec      Row  Seats 


North  Georgia  26 


North  Indiana  14 

North  Katanga  16 

North  Texas  12 

Northeast  Philippines  2 

Northern  Illinois  12 

Northern  Mindanao  2 

Philippines 

Northern  New  Jersey  4 

Northern  Philippines  2 

North- West  Katanga  8 

Northwest  Philippines  2 

Northwest  Texas  6 

Norway  2 

Oklahoma  20 

Oklahon\a  Indian  Missionary  2 

Oregon-Idaho  4 

Pacific  Northwest  8 

Palawan  Philippines  2 

Provisional 

Peninsula-Delaware  8 

Philippines  2 

Poland  2 

Puerto  Rico  2 

Red  Bird  Missionary  2 

Rio  Grande  2 

Rocky  Mountain  8 

Russia  Provisional  2 

Sierra  Leone  8 

South  Caroliru  22 

Southern  Congo  2 

South  Georgia  14 

South  Indiana  14 

Southern  New  Jersey  8 

South-West  Katanga  2 

Southwest  Philippines  2 

Provisional 

Southwest  Texas  12 

Sweden  2 

Switzerland-France  2 

Tanganyika /Tanzania  2 

Tennessee  12 


A 
A 
A 
D 
D 
A 
A 
B 
B 
C 
C 

C 
D 
A 
A 
C 
B 
C 
C 
C 
B 
B 
B 
C 

D 
D 
A 
C 
C 
B 
A 
C 
C 
A 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

D 
D 
B 
B 
C 
A 

A 
A 
B 
B 
D 
D 


10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

17 

18 

12 

1 

6 

5 

11 
9 
4 
5 
5 

11 
5 

13 


10 

11 

4 


13 
14 
19 

14 
11 


1 
2 
5 

18 
5 
6 
1 
4 

6 
7 
6 
7 
11 
6 


12-15 

1-15 

1-7 

11-15 

8-15 

13-15 

3-15 

1-12 

3^ 

4-15 

6-7 

1-4 

9-10 

10-15 

14-15 

14-15 

1-6 

8-9 

1-15 


Texas 


22 


14      11-15 
5         1-2 


8-11 

7-14 

1-2 


1-7 
1 
3^ 
5-6 
13-14 
10      14-15 
3      14-15 
1-5 
1-3 
12-13 
8-15 


3-15 

7-15 

1-2 

1-14 

1-6 
1-8 
1-6 
1-2 
11-12 
8-9 


8       4-15 
12      10-11 


Troy  6 

Upper  Congo  and  Equator       2 
Virginia  32 


Visayas  Philippines  2 

West  Congo  2 

West  Michigan  8 

West  Middle  2 

Philippines 

West  Ohio  30 


West  Virginia  14 

Western  Angola  2 

Western  New  York  6 

Western  North  Carolina  26 


Western  Pennsylvania  20 

Wisconsin  12 

Wyoming  6 

Yellowstone  2 

Zimbabwe  2 


A 
A 
A 
C 
A 
A 
A 
A 
C 
C 
A 
A 

B 
B 
B 
A 
A 
B 
A 
B 
B 
B 
B 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
D 


3 

4 

6 

3 

13 

14 

15 

16 

5 

6 

9 

19 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

15 

5 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 

2 

14 

6 

7 

9 

1 


1-13 
1-9 
2-7 
1-2 
1-3 
1-3 

1-15 

5-15 
4-5 
2-3 

6-13 
5-6 

1-8 

1-15 

1-7 

14-15 

4-15 

13-14 

6-11 

15 

13-15 

1-15 

1-7 

11-15 

1-15 

4-5 

12-15 

14-15 

2-3 

1-2 


3 
19 

9 
10 


13-14 

14-15 

13-15 

7-15 


Afiliated/Autonomous  Church  Delegates 
(Nonvoting) 


Church 

Argentina 

Belgium 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chile 

China 

Costa  Rica 

Cuba 

Dominican  Republic 

Ecuador 

Fiji 

Hong  Kong 

India 

Indonesia 

Italy 

Japan 


#  Delegates 

Sec 

Row 

Seats 

2 

C 

15 

1-2 

2 

C 

17 

14-15 

2 

C 

15 

3-4 

3 

D 

16 

1-3 

2 

C 

15 

5-6 

2 

C 

15 

7-8 

2 

C 

15 

9-10 

2 

C 

15 

11-12 

:                 2 

C 

15 

13-14 

2 

C 

16 

1-2 

2 

C 

16 

3-4 

2 

C 

16 

5-6 

3 

D 

15 

13-15 

3 

C 

16 

9-11 

2 

C 

16 

12-13 

1 

C 

17 

2 
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Church 

#  Delegates 

Sec 

Row 

Seats 

General  Secret 

Kenya 

2 

D 

14 

11-12 

Korea 

3 

C 

15 

15 

Names 

Agency 

Sec. 

Row 

Seats 

C 

16 

14-15 

Neal  M.  Alexander 

UMPH 

C 

17 

1 

Malaysia 

2 

C 

17 

6-7 

Barbara  Boigegrain 

GBPHB 

C 

17 

2 

Myanmar 

2 

D 

15 

9-10 

Thorn  White  Wolf  Fassett 

Nicaragua 

2 

D 

15 

11-12 

GBCS 

C 

17 

3 

Pakistan 

3 

C 

17 

3-5 

Joseph  Harris 

UMM 

C 

17 

4 

Panama 

2 

C 

16 

7-8 

Stephanie  Anna  Hixon 

CCSRW 

C 

17 

5 

Peru 

2 

C 

17 

8-9 

Roger  W.  Ireson 

GBHEM 

C 

17 

6 

Philippines 

2 

C 

17 

10-11 

Chester  R.  Jones 

GCRR 

C 

17 

7 

Portugal 

1 

C 

17 

1 

Ezra  Earl  Jones 

GBOD 

C 

17 

8 

Samoa 

2 

C 

17 

12-13 

Sandra  Lackore 

GCFA 

C 

17 

9 

Singapore 

2 

D 

14 

14-15 

Cecelia  Long 

GCSRW 

C 

17 

10 

Spain 

1 

D 

14 

13 

C.  David  Lundquist 

GCOM 

C 

17 

11 

Uruguay 

1 

D 

14 

10 

Randolph  Nugent 

GBGM 

C 

17 

12 

Bruce  W.  Robbins 

GCCUIC 

C 

17 

13 

Peggy  West  (acting  general  secre 

tary)UMCom 

C 

17 

14 

Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr. 

GCAH 

C 

17 

15 

Heui!  United  Methodist  Confirmdtion  Resources 


Claim  the  Name:  Confirmation 
Teaching  Plans  for  6-15  Weeks. 

CAO-727189.  S20.no 

Claim  the  Name:  Confirmation 
Teaching  Plans  for  39  Weeks. 
CAO-727081.S30.00 

Keepsake  Books  for  Youth 
What's  in  a  Name? 

(What  is  church?,  confirmation, 

Christianity) 

CAO-07514'9.  $1.25 

About  That  Name  . . . 

(United  Methodist  Heritage) 
CA()-0751«I.S1.25 

The  Name  1  Claim.  (To  Trust, 
To  Believe,  Ti>  Commit) 
CAO-075157.  S1.2=i 


The  Name  Above  All. 
(Sin,  Salvation,  Jesus) 
CA0-()75165. 'si.25 


Proclaim  the  Name! 

(Mv  Confirmation) 
CAO-075173.  51.25 

Claim  the  Name:  TalkPoints 
for  Mentors  &  Youth. 
CA0-726581.S6.00 

Claim  the  Name:  TalkPoints 
for  Parents  &  Youth. 

CAO-726786.  S5.00 

A  Visual  Treasury  of  United 
Methodism 

CAO-726689.  517.00 

Claim  the  Name:  Retreats  for 
Continuing  the  Journey. 

CAO- 726980.  515.00 


Faith  Exploration  for  Older 
Youth  &  Young  Adults. 

CAO-726883.  515.00 

Claiming  the  Name: 

A  Theological  and  Practical 

Overview  of  Confirmation. 

CAO-726484.  S15.00 


Call  for  our  special  pricing  on 
Keepsake  books  and  Talkpoints 
when  you  buy  in  bulk! 


Claim  the  Ildine 
Confirmation 


DCA-670-00 


©Cokesbury 
Book*  ■  ■l»l*»  •  Church  Rmoutc**  ' 

:all  or  visit  your  cokesbury  store 

order  toll  free  :  1-800-672-i7h9 
to  orher  via  the  internet,  visit  our  website  at 

www.cokeshui^'.Cdtn 
•  •  • 

Satisfaction  Qxtaranteedl 
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Colorful  Festivities  Open  General  Conference  2000 


In  a  colorful,  festive  ceremony 
with  international  accents.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  opened 
its  first  General  Conference  of  the 
twenty-first  century  on  May  2,  here 
in  Cleveland. 

Robes  of  blue,  red,  gold,  black, 
white,  and  pnorple  blended  with 
liturgical  dancers,  banners,  and 
African  drums.  An  estimated  3,000 
persons  present  in  the  Cleveland 
Convention  Center  expressed  their 
enthusiasm  with  prolonged  applause. 

Banners  and  dancers  shared 
the  procession  with  about  100 
bishops  from  the  United  States, 
Africa,  Europe,  and  the  Philippines. 
The  opening  ceremonies  began  with 
the  singing  of  the  traditional  Wesley 
hymn  "And  Are  We  Yet  Alive."  The  Scripture  was  read 


r 


Agenda  for  Wednesday,  May  3 

8  A.M.  Choral  Music 
8:15  A.M.       Worship 

9  A.M.  Conference  business;  committee  mtgs. 

Laity  Address 

Connectional  Process  Team  Report 


12:30  P.M 

Lunch  recess 

2:30  P.M. 

Conference  business; 

committee  mtgs. 

5  P.M 

Dinner  recess 

7:30  P.M. 

Evening  progranw, 
conference  business, 
convmittee  meetings 

UM  News  Service— Mike  DuBose 

in  four  languages.  The  opening  carried  out  the  theme: 
"We  who  are  many  are  one  body." 

After  the  sermon  by  Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan, 
Louisville  Area,  bishops,  992  delegates,  and  visitors 
received  Holy  Communion  at  100  stations  positioned 
around  the  vast  auditorium. 

Following  worship,  delegates  took  a  break  before 
beginning  the  business  that  will  occupy  them  during 
the  next  ten  days.  In  another  tradition  of  General 
Conference,  delegates  found  homemade  cookies 
awaiting  them  outside  the  main  arena. 

With  the  legislative  formalities  cared  for,  delegates 
gathered  in  ten  legislative  committees  where, 
throughout  the  rest  of  this  week,  they  will  review  nearly 
2,000  petitions  filed  by  more  than  12,000  groups  and 
individuals.  The  subject  matter  of  the  petitions  ranges 
from  the  routine  to  the  highly  controversial. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Committee  will  have  the  most 
petitions  to  consider — 348.  Committee  actions  will  be 
brought    to   plenary    sessions    that    are   expected    to 
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consume  most  of  next  week.  Officers  for  the  legislative 
committees,  elected  late  Tuesday,  attended  special 
training  sessions. 

A  traditional  opening  event  of  the  quadrennial 
legislative  assembly  provided  a  new  look  this  year 
when  Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil,  Manila  Area,  the 
Phihppines,  delivered  the  "State  of  the  Church" 
episcopal  address  on  behalf  of  the  church's  Council  of 
Bishops.  Bishop  Nacpil  was  the  first  bishop  from 
outside  the  United  States  to  present  the  address. 

"Your  bishops  believe  that  the  making  of  people  as 
disciples  of  the  crucified  and  risen  Lord,  and  forming 
them  into  a  community  of  discipleship,  is  the  most 
radically  significant  event  that  can  happen  to  humanity 
and  to  the  world,"  Nacpil  said. 

The  church  must  "continue  working  for  a  more 
righteous  global  social  order,  even  if  we  suffer  for  it  in 
the  struggle,"  the  bishop  asserted. 


"Slavery  and  apartheid  have  been  outlawed,  but 
racism  and  ethnic  cleansing  are  still  with  us — and  we 
must  rid  the  world  of  these  demons.  Colonialism  and 
totalitarianism  are  no  longer  politically  viable  options 
for  us,  but  we  still  use  power  to  dominate,  violate,  and 
oppress,  instead  of  to  liberate,  to  enable,  and  to  let  be." 

On  Wednesday  Jim  Nibbelink,  Cincinnati,  will 
deliver  the  laity  address.  Nibbelink,  lay  leader  of  the 
West  Ohio  Annual  Conference,  is  a  member  of 
Armstrong  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  tradition  of  the  laity  address  began  in  1980. 
Since  then,  a  competition  has  been  held  every  four  years 
to  select  a  layperson  to  make  the  speech. 

— Robert  Lear 


May  2  Sermon  Highlights  General  Conference  Theme 


"Do  we  need  to  remind  ourselves  we  are  many? 
We  who  are  gathered  are  many,  but  we  are  gathered  as 
one  body.  Our  unity  is  a  gift  and  a  promise  to  be 
claimed,  but  we  must  claim  it." 

As  delegates  to  the  2000  General  Conference 
worshiped  together  for  the  first  time, 
Louisville  Area  Bishop  Robert  C. 
Morgan,  Council  of  Bishops 
president,  preached  using  as  his  text 
Mark  5:1-20. 

"Did  you  listen  closely  to  this 
story?"  Bishop  Morgan  asked.  "The 
man  is  possessed  by  so  many  demons 
he  calls  himself  'Legion.'" 

Noting  the  man  lives  in  a 
graveyard  and  is  so  tormented  strong 
chains  cannot  hold  him.  Bishop 
Morgan  asked,  "How  many  people  is 
he? 


A 


f/ 


"Jesus  Christ  sees  this  man, 
bruised,  twisted — chaos  seething 
through  him — but  he  sees  not  as  we 
see.  Jesus  sees  a  loved,  blessed  child  of 
God,  not  as  he  is,  but  whole,  full  of  life." 


"Can  we  as  a  General  Conference,"  Bishop  Morgan 
asked,  "see  ourselves  in  this  account?"  Do  we,  who  are 
many,  appear  as  Christ  sees  us?  "The  gospel  is  filled  with 


hope,"  Bishop  Morgan  proclaimed.  "When  Christ  touched 
Legion,  he  was  restored.  His  many  voices  were  stilled  to 
one,  who  was  then  told  to  go  and  tell  what  the  Lord  had 
done.  He  was  speaking  with  one  voice,  not  many." 

Does  that  mean  unity  at  any  cost?  "Christ  himself 
paid  a  high  cost,"  Bishop  Morgan 
continued.  "But  we  can  have  unity 
without  uniformity.  Unity  does  not 
mean  sameness.  When  we  come  to 
the  Communion  table,  we  need  to 
remember  that  we  did  not  make  up 
the  guest  list.  All  are  invited  to  the 
table.  To  spare  the  world  our 
differences,  we  must  allow  the 
hands  of  Christ  to  touch  us.  When 
we  come  to  the  table,  the  claim  of 
Christ  is  upon  us  to  be  his  body,  his 
voice,  his  presence  in  the  world.  We 
then  can  tell  the  world  one  thing: 
What  God  has  done  for  us,  and  what 
mercy  has  been  shown  us  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Nothing  can  heal  us  but  the 
mercy  and  love  of  God." 

UM  News  Sert'ice^Mike  DuBose 

"Go,"     the     bishop     urged, 

"speak  of  this  mercy.  We  who  were 

once  aliens  have  now  been  redeemed  by  Jesus  Christ. 

This  must  be  our  primary  focus:  to  tell  the  world  of  God 

and  Jesus  Christ." 

— Erik  Alsgaani 


'\ 
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Rain  Rouses  Revelers  at  Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame 


"Rain"  as  a  song  title  appears  several  hundred 
times  in  the  computer  log  at  the  famed  Rock  and  Roll 
Hall  of  Fame  in  Cleveland,  but  downpours  April  30  on 


Bishop  Edward  Paup  plays  the  drums  at  the  Monday  evening 

bishops  reception .  IUMNS  pholos  fcy  Mite  DuBosel 


the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  didn't  stop  an  estimated  1,500 
United  Methodists  from  attending  a  festive  opening  of 
their  international  legislative  assembly. 


Highlighting  the  reception  for  bishops  and  their 
spouses  was  a  bishops'  band  composed  of  five 
episcopal  leaders  and  one  professional  musician 
rocking  the  corridors  with  thirty  minutes  of  jazz. 
Dixieland,  and  other  fast-moving  numbers  that  had  the 
crowd  calling  for  more. 

"When  we  heard  the  reception  was  to  be  held  in 
the  Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame,  a  little  live  music 
seemed  appropriate,"  said  Bishop  Peter  D.  Weaver, 
Philadelphia  Area. 

Bishop  Weaver  played  trombone,  accompanied  by 
bishops  Susan  W.  Hassinger,  Boston  Area,  on  flute; 
John  L.  Hopkins,  Minnesota  Area,  bass  guitar;  Edward 
W.  Paup,  Portland  Area,  drums;  and  Sharon 
Zimmerman  Rader,  Wisconsin  Area,  keyboards. 

Dubbed  the  "Purple  People  Leaders,"  the  band 
was  anchored  on  trumpet  by  Jim  Wonnacott,  a 
professional  musician  and  United  Methodist  layman 
from  Columbia  Station,  Ohio.  Other  live  groups  from 
the  Cleveland  area  included  a  praise  band,  a  bell  choir,  a 
praise  chorus,  and  a  violinist. 

— Robert  Lear 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


An  area  of  prayer  has  been  designated  for  General 
Conference  delegates  and  guests  in  the  Little  Theater 
and  hallway  behind  it.  The  area  includes  10  prayer 
stations  based  on  the  Lord's  Prayer.  Visitors  to  the 
prayer  area  will  have  the  opportunity  to  receive 
Communion,  pray  with  a  prayer  team  and  have  a 
place  for  silent  prayer. 

FREE  1996  Book  of  Discipline  Software  Edition  while 
supplies  last  at  the  Cokesbury.com  booth  in  Exhibit 
Hall  A. 

The  youth  and  young  adult  hospitality  room 
"Sanctuary"  is  in  R201.  Youth  and  young  adults  will 
have  nightly  meetings  there.  "Sanctuary"  also 
features  Internet  access,  a  stereo  system,  couches  and 
a  big  screen  TV  with  movies. 


Beginning  today  there  will  be  a  daily  concert  of  prayer 
in  the  Little  Theater  from  1:45-2:15  p.m. 

The  deadline  for  youth  and  young  adults  to  register 
for  their  Friday,  May  5  cook-out  and  Sunday,  May  7 
swim  party  is  today. 


The  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  cordially 
invites  you  to  attend  their  General  Conference- 
Banquet  this  evening  from  5:30-7  p.m.  at  the  Holiday 
Inn  City  Centre  Lakeshore,  1111  Lakeside  Ave.^ 
Cleveland.  Tickets  are  $25  and  seating  is  limited  (first 
come,  first  served).  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Lowery,  one  of  the 
nation's  leading  civil  rights  activists  and  formei] 
president  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leaciership 
Conference,  is  the  featured  speaker. 
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It's  Only  Rock-and-RoU 


I  was  on  a  mission.  Attending  the  Bishop's 
Reception  at  the  Rock-and-Roll  Hall  of  Fame,  I  asked 
people  if  they  knew  why  that  popular  tourist  site  is 
located  in  Cleveland.  First,  I  went  searching  for  the 
answer  to  the  question:  Who  coined  the  term 
"rock-and-roll"? 

Only  four  people  knew  the  correct  answer.  Details 
in  a  moment.  Here  are  some  of  the  more  creative 
(beyond  a  simple  "I  don't  know")  answers.  No  names 
were  changed  to  protect  the  innocent.  And  no  one  was 
allowed  to  phone  a  friend. 

Tom  Burger,  communications  director.  West 
Virginia  Conference:  "Little  Richard." 

Jackie  Euper,  delegate,  Detroit  Conference:  "Oh,  I 
know  this  one;  I  saw  him  on  TV!  Chubby  Checker?" 
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Merle  Griffith,  Columbus,  Ohio:  "I  don't  have  a 
clue.  I'm  not  old  enough  to  remember  rock-and-roll." 

Chester     Jones,     general     secretary.     General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race:  "Little  Richard. 
That's  my  final  answer." 

Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison,  Albany  Area:  "Elvis? 
Dick  Clark?" 

Bishop  Donald  A.  Ott,  Michigan  Area:  "I  haven't  the 
foggiest  idea,  but  I  think  it  might  be  Donny  Osmond,  the 
first  time  he  took  on  Joseph  and  the  Amazing  Technicolor 
Dreamcoat." 

Bishop  Edward  W.  Paup,  Portland  Area  (fresh 
from  his  on-stage  performance  with  other  bishops): 
"Fred  Flintstone." 

Duane  Sarazin,  delegate,  Minnesota  Conference: 
"Jerry  Lee  Lewis." 

Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson,  Denver  Area:  "I  really 
don't  know.  It  was  way  before  Elvis,  and  it  wasn't 
Buddy  Holly." 

Gretchen  from  East  Ohio:  "Elvis  Presley?"  Beth 
from  East  Ohio:  "Bruce  Springsteen?" 

Finally,  I  turned  to  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  of  the 
North  Europe  Area.  Without  a  pause,  he  uttered  the 
correct  answer:  "Alan  Freed,  a  disc  jockey."  Did  he 
know  where  Alan  was  from?  "No."  But  how  did  he 
know  the  answer?  "I  know  my  history,"  he  said. 

The  other  three  people  to  answer  correctly:  David 
Bard,  district  superintendent,  Minnesota  Conference; 
Cathy  Farmer,  communications  director,  Memphis 
Conference;  and  Tom  Slack,  communications  director. 
West  Ohio  Conference. 

For  all  the  trivia  buffs  out  there,  Alan  Freed  was 
hired  in  March  1951  to  host  a  classical  music  show  on 
WJW  radio  station  in  Cleveland.  At  the  urging  of  a  local 
music  store  owner.  Freed  changed  the  format  of  his 
show  in  July  to  rhythm  and  blues.  He  adopted  the 
on-air  name  of  "Moondog"  and  called  his  show  a 
"rock-and-roll  sensation." 

Don't  feel  bad  if  you  didn't  know  the  answer. 
You're  in  good  company. 


After  all,  it's  only  rock-and-roll. 


— Erik  Alsgaard 
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Longtime  Conference  Attendee 
Reflects  on  Six  Decades 


Louise  Short,  94,  widow  of  Bishop  Roy  Short,  has 
attended  every  General  Conference  since  the  1939 
uniting  conference.  She  also  attended  the  last  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 
in  1938.  However,  this  is  the  last  General  Conference 
she  plans  to  attend,  she  says,  since  she  will  be  98  by  the 
next  one  and  participating  would  be  "just  foolish." 
Healthy  and  vibrant,  she  still  drives.  Her  son  and 
grandson  are  joining  her  as  visitors  during  the  first 
three  days  of  the  2000  conference.  She  notes  there  has 
been  a  Short  at  every  General  Conference  since  1934. 
She  hopes  her  seven  grandchildren  and  18 
great-grandchildren  will  continue  the  tradition. 
Married  74  years  ago,  Mrs.  Short  attended  her  first 
annual  conference  a  month  after  her  wedding  and  has 
attended  ever  since. 

Her  husband  Roy  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1948  and  served  as  bishop  in  Florida  and  Cuba.  She 
attended  the  SO*  and  75*  armiversary  celebrations  of 
Methodism  in  Cuba  and  was  among  27  former 
missionaries  who  attend  the  100'*'  anniversary  of  the 
Cuban  Methodist  church.  She  recalls  it  was  an 
"overpowering  moment"  when  the  former  missionaries 
saw  each  other  for  the  first  time  in  39  years  and 
worshiped  at  the  church  where  her  husband  had 
broken  ground  for  the  building.  She  contends  the  Elian 
Gonzalez  case  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  child  and 
everything  to  do  with  politics. 

Mrs.  Short  lives  in  McKendree  Village,  a 
retirement  home  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Her  life,  she  says, 
has  been  "wonderful."  Through  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  she  has  met  many  global  leaders.  However,  of 
all  the  people  she  has  encountered,  Mrs.  Short  says  the 
church's  laypersons  have  most  inspired  her.  Because  of 
the  laity.  United  Methodism  "is  the  church  it  should 
be."  "The  greatest  lesson  I've  learned,"  she  adds,  "is 
appreciating  the  laity."  She  considers  the  laity  the 
foundation  of  United  Methodism. 

Asked  for  one  message  she  would  offer  the  2000 
General  Conference  delegates,  she  replied,  "Be 
appreciative  of  your  heritage." 

— Patty  Meyers 


Anybody  Listenin'?... 

Each  day,  this  box  will  share  information  on  who  is 
participating  in  our  plenaries,  legislative  committees 
and  subcommittees,  and  other  sessions.  You'll  find  here 
a  reading  on  the  "pulse"  of  General  Conference:  who's 
participating  by  asking  questions,  making  motions, 
leading  committees  and  subcommittees,  and  presenting 
before  us. 

Where  do  we  get  the  numbers  that  will  appear  in 
this  box  each  day?  Each  session  of  the  General 
Conference  will  have  at  least  one  official  monitor  from 
the  General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  present  who  will  record  each  time  someone 
speaks  by  marking  a  simple  grid.  Each  time  the 
presiding  officer  recognizes  someone  to  speak  we  will 
make  a  mark  under  the  categones  that  apply  to  that 
speaker.  Records  are  kept  by  gender,  lay/clergy 
(hopefully  identified  by  each  speaker),  youth/young 
adult,  and  racial/ethnic  self-identification. 

Then  we  calculate  whether  or  not  the  participation 
of  members  is  in  "parity"  with  their  representation  in 
the  total  group.  For  example,  we  calculate  the 
proportion  of  men  and  women  in  the  total  group  and 
compare  that  to  the  proportion  of  speaking  opportunities 
taken  by  men  and  women.  If  the  rate  of  participation  is 
comparable  (within  roughly  5-8%)  to  that  category's 
representation  in  the  total  group,  then  we  celebrate 
"parity"  in  inclusive  participation. 

We  will  also  be  "listenin'"  to  our  presiding  officers 
and  how  they  encourage  more  and  diverse  voices  to  be 
heard  in  each  session.  And  we'll  be  listenin'  for  the 
subtle  chillers  of  participation;  proceeding  faster  than 
translators  can  keep  delegates  infomied;  addressing  men 
with  their  titles  and  women  by  their  fust  names;  or 
interrupting  one  another's  comments  ("stepping  on  the 
ends  of  others'  sentences"). 

We  offer  this  information  to  presiders  and  delegates 
alike  to  help  us  all  be  more  conscious  of  our  own 
community  as  we  make  decisions.  It  is  a  blessing  to  be 
together  from  the  comers  of  our  world.  Let  us  actively 
encourage,  invite,  and  allow  the  participation  of  as 
many  sisters  and  brothers  as  we  can  in  these  days  ahead. 

On  May  1  in  Commission  on  Central  Conference 
Affairs  session:  23  members  present  -  3  female  and  20 
male.  Observations:  The  discussion  was  dominated  by 
male  clergy  delegates  and  episcopal  leaders.  We 
celebrate  Bishop  Bolleter's  encouragement  of 
participation  and  the  "wait  time"  he  allowed  to 
encourage  delegates  to  take  the  time  they  needed  to 
offer  their  comments.  However,  the  monitors  observed 
that  the  discussion  was  predominantly  among  European 
delegates. 
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Cokesbury  display  is  largest  ever 


If  one  of  the  50,000  copies  of  2,500  different  books 
Cokesbury  has  brought  to  Cleveland  doesn't  interest 
you,  tell  Edward  Kowalski  about  it.  He'll  have  a  book 
shipped  in  for  you. 

In  addition  to  books,  Cokesbury's  display  has 
altarware,  Sunday  school  and  vacation  Bible  school 
curricula,  pictorial  church  directory  services,  jewelry, 
church  signs,  and  more  than  300  pulpit  gowns  and  choir 
robes. 


Wet  Wednesday,  May  10,  from  1:30  to  2:30  p.m.,  Clark 
said. 

Cokesbury  is  open  from  8  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  daily 
during  General  Conference  except  Sunday,  May  7. 

— Dean  Snyder 


Still,  if  you  can't  find  something  you  want, 
Kowalski,  senior  vice  president  of  sales  and  marketing, 
will  try  to  find  it  for  you.  "If  you  are  looking  for 
something,  we  want  to  get  it  for  you.  We'll  have 
shipments  coming  in  during  the  conference,"  he  said. 

Cokesbury's  display,  filling  25,000  square  feet  of 
Exhibit  Hall  A,  is  the  largest  ever  at  a  General 
Conference,  according  to  Don  Sherrod,  vice  president  of 
sales.  The  display  must  be  large  because  United 
Methodists  have  come  to  expect  more  choices  in 
products  than  when  he  first  staffed  a  General 
Conference  Cokesbury  display  16  years  ago,  he  said. 

The  material  on  display  was  selected  to  be 
representative  of  materials  available  at  Cokesbury's  40 
full-service  stores  and  30  seminary  bookstores 
throughout  the  United  States,  Kowalski  said. 

iPreach  and  iTeach  are  on-line  libraries  completed 
just  in  time  to  be  demonstrated  at  General  Conference. 
For  a  monthly  fee,  subscribers  get  Internet  access  to 
reference  materials  and  commentaries,  including  the 
New  Interpreter's  Bible,  worth  $2,000  if  they  were 
purchased  in  book  form,  according  to  Paul  Frankyn, 
director  of  electronic  publishing  and  commerce. 
Franklyn  has  three  computers  connected  to  the  Internet 
to  allow  delegates  to  sample  products  during  General 
Conference. 


Thanks,  Gary 

A  group  of  50  recorders,  assistant  secretaries  and 
elected  legislative  committee  secretaries  gathered  for 
training  over  the  dinner  hour  last  night.  Gary  Bowen, 
General  Conference  business  manager,  realized  the 
trainees  would  not  have  time  for  dinner  and  arranged  to 
have  box  lunches  for  each  of  them.  The  lunches  were 
delivered  to  the  training  room. 

Unfortunately,  the  lunches  were  delivered  to  the 
room  before  the  secretaries  arrived.  Meanwhile,  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Independent  Commissions 
was  meeting  in  that  room  when  the  sandwiches  were 
delivered.  "Hey,  isn't  this  great;  they're  giving  us  a 
lunch,"  said  legislative  committee  members  as  some 
complained  there  weren't  sufficient  meals  for  the  whole 
committee. 

When  the  secretaries  arrived  at  the  room  expecting 
they  would  have  something  for  dinner,  they  found  only 
empty  plastic  containers.  Bowen  dropped  by  to  check 
on  the  trainees  and  was  surprised  to  find  some  very 
hungry  people  hard  at  work.  Not  to  abandon  his 
hungry  flock,  the  business  manager  rushed  to  the 
nearest  pizzeria  and  returned  with  a  tasty  meal  to  the 
applause  of  the  volunteers. 


Destination  Transformation,  a  new  curriculum 
featuring  materials  for  children,  confirmation  classes 
and  adults,  and  Club  Can  Do,  Cokesbury's  vacation 
Bible  school  material,  as  well  as  the  Disciple  Bible  Study 
program  and  the  new  Christian  Believer  program,  are 
on  display. 

During  General  Conference,  46  authors  will  host 
book-signings  in  the  Cokesbury  display  area,  according 
to  Tammy  Clark,  Abingdon  Press's  publicity  and  events 
manager.  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  will  autograph  his 
new  book  Global  Odyssey,  and  James  Moore  will  sign  his 
popular  volume  Some  Folks  Feel  the  Rain,  Others  Just  Get 


All  in  the  Family 

If  you  are  a  delegate  with  a  relative  who  is  also 

a  delegate,  please  give  your  name  and  the  name(s) 

of  your  relative(s)  to  Tom  Burger  (Mailbox  #35),  in 

the  newsroom  (Exhibit  Hall  C).  We  hope  to  run  this 

information  in  the  May  5  issue. 

Thank  you. 
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Baptism  Legislation  Clarification 


Decision  811  of  the  Judicial  Council  deemed 
paragraphs  215,  222.1-5,  227.2  and  231.1-2  in  the  1996 
BiXik  of  Discipline  unconstitutional. 

Paragraphs  216.4,  222,  223,  224,  232.1-2  from  the 
1992  Book  of  Discipline  are  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  governing  law  on  baptism.  Those  paragraphs 
follow: 

^216.4.  Persons  in  preparation  for  full  membership 
make  up  the  preparatory  roll  of  the  church.  All 
baptized  children  shall  be  listed  on  the  preparatory 
membership  roll,  and  other  persons  who  have  declared 
their  interest  in  church  membership  and  have  been 
enrolled  in  confirmation  preparation  may  be  listed  as 
preparatory  members.  {See  also  ^"J  223,  232.2.) 

1222.  The  pastor  of  the  church  shall,  at  the  time  of 
administering  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  furnish  the 
parents  or  guardians  of  the  child  who  is  baptized  with  a 
certificate  of  Baptism,  which  shall  also  clearly  state  that 
the  child  is  now  enrolled  as  a  preparatory  member  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  pastor  shall  also 
admonish  members  of  the  congregation  of  their 
responsibility  for  the  Christian  nurture  of  the  child.  The 
pastor  shall  be  responsible  for  seeing  that  the 
membership  secretary  adds  the  full  name  of  the 
baptized  child  to  the  preparatory  membership  roll  of 
the  church.  When  the  baptized  child  lives  in  a 
community  not  served  by  the  pastor  who  administers 
the  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  the  pastor  is  responsible  for 
reporting  the  baptism  to  a  pastor  or  district 
superintendent  who  serves  in  the  area  where  the 
baptized  child  lives  in  order  that  the  child's  name  might 
be  properly  entered  on  the  preparatory  membership 
roll.  (See  1  223.) 

1223.  The  pastor  shall  keep  and  transmit  to  the 
succeeding  pastor  an  accurate  register  of  the  names  of 
all  baptized  children  in  the  charge,  including  both  those 
who  have  been  baptized  there  and  those  who  have  been 
baptized  elsewhere.  This  register  of  baptized  children, 
along  with  a  list  of  other  preparatory  members  (1 
216.4),  shall  constitute  the  preparatory  membership  roll 
of  the  church.  It  shall  give  the  full  name  of  the  child,  the 
date  of  birth,  the  date  and  place  of  Baptism,  and  the 
names  of  the  parents  or  guardians  and  their  place  of 
residence. 

1224.  All  baptized  children  under  the  care  of  a 
United  Methodist  church  shall  be  retained  as 
preparatory  members  in  the  church  until  this  status  is 
terminated  by:  confirmation  and  reception  into  full 
membership  after  a  proper  course  of  training  both  in  the 


church  school  and  in  the  pastor's  class,  transfer  with 
their  families  to  another  United  Methodist  church, 
transfer  with  their  families  to  a  church  of  another 
Christian  denomination,  death,  withdrawal,  or  transfer 
to  the  constituency  roll  of  the  church  at  the  age  of 
nineteen.  The  preparatory  membership  roll  shall  be 
corrected  each  year  by  adding  and  subtracting  the 
names  received  and  removed  during  the  year,  using  the 
forms  provided  for  this  purpose. 

1232.  Each  local  church  shall  accurately  maintain 
the  following  membership  rolls: 

1.  Full  Membership  Roll  (1  209). 

2.  Preparatory  Membership  Roll  (1  216.4), 
containing  the  names  and  pertinent  information  of 
baptized  children  and  youth  of  the  church  eighteen 
years  of  age  and  under  who  are  not  full  members,  and 
other  persons  who  have  been  enrolled  in  confirmation 
preparation. 


RlXKI'l  ION  FOR  FRIKNDS  OI 

RissiA  Umtkd  Mkthodism 

Tlun>da>.  May  4.  5-(r.M)  p.m. 

Shcraion  Ciiy  Centre  Hoiel 

Ril/  Room 


Celebrating  The  Russia  United  Methodist 

Theological  Seminary  Capital  Campaign 

Contributing  to  the  Spiritual  Renewal  of  Russia 

Raising  $2  Million  in  2000  for 

New  Seminary  Facilities 

Please  join  us  for  light  refreshments 
and  conversation  with: 

Campaign  Chairman  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor 

Honorary  Campaign  Chairman 

Bishop  Marion  Edward.s 

Campaign  Executive  Coordinator  Dr.  Donald  Messer 

Seminary  Administrator  the  Rev.  Tobias  Dielze 

Seminary  Dean  the  Rev.  Andre  Kim 

Russia  Seminary  Advisory  Committee 
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Changes  in  Delegates  Listings 


Alphabetical  List  of  Voting  Delegates 
and  First  Reserves 

Remove: 

Beltran,  Olive  C.  (North  Central  Philippines) 

Caraway,  Ray  M.  (Louisiana) 

Inere,  Oscar  C.  (North  Central  Philippines) 

Johnson-Arthur,  Barbara  (Central  Texas) 

McElroy,  Amber  (Holston) 

Morris,  ]im  W.  (Red  Bird  Missionary) 

Ryon,  Susan  M.  (Iowa) 

Waters,  Carolyn  R.  (Nebraska) 

White,  Raymon  E.  (Holston) 

Young,  T.  Mike  (Central  Texas) 

Add: 

Abram,  Charlotte  (Nebraska) 

Banda,  Josephat  (Zimbabwe) 

Butrus,  Luka  K.  (Nigeria) 

Ca basal,  Dominador  (North  Central  Philippines) 

Danburam,  Anthony  G.  (Nigeria) 

Factora,  Corazon  T.  (Northern  Philippines) 

Caspar,  Levi  E.  (Northern  Philippines) 

Huber-Rohlfs,  Ruth  (Central  Texas) 

Humphreys,  Dennie  D.  (Holston) 

Kane,  Liatu  }.  (Nigeria) 

Kangara,  Pedzisai  (Zimbabwe) 

Landis,  Robert  C.  (Red  Bird  Missionary) 

Mandac,  Flor  (Northern  Philippines) 

McKinney,  J.  Eric  (Central  Texas) 

MuUins,  Sue  B.  (Iowa) 

Munoz,  Bismark  Sesma  (Mexico) 

Nhiwatiwa,  Eben  (Zimbabwe) 

Olusiyi,  Solomon  (Nigeria) 

Pascasio,  jovita  (North  Central  Philippines) 

Randolph,  Jr.,  Edward  G.  (Louisiana) 

Raul,  Carcia  de  Ochoa  (Mexico) 

Tolentino,  Elwin  C.  (Northern  Philippines) 


Woody,  Angee  A.  (Holston) 
Yaro,  Salamatu  M.  (Nigeria) 
Yohanna,  John  Wesley  (Nigeria) 
Zvinoira,  John  (Zimbabwe) 

Additions  and  Changes  to  Listing 
of  Voting  and  Reserve  Delegates 

(from  pages  1175-1228) 

Central  Texas 

Remove: 

Young,  T.  Mike  (resigned) 

Johnson-Arthur,  Barbara  (deceased) 

Add  to  end  of  reserve  list: 

Gollozvay,  Bob,  pastor,  313  N.  Center,  Arlington,  TX 
76011 

Vanzant-WiUiams,  Annette,  conference  staff,  464  Bailey, 
Fort  Worth,  TX  76107 

Chair  of  Delegation:  Doyle  Allen 

East  Africa 

Chair  of  Delegation:  Nzoyisaba,  Justin 

Eastern  Pennsylvania 

Correct  Name:  Charles  Yrigoyen,  Jr. 

Holston 

Remove: 

White,  Raymon  E.  (resigned) 

McElroy,  Amber  (resigned) 

Add  to  end  of  reserve  list: 

Wilson,  Carol  £.,  pastor,  355  Piney  Flats  Rd.,  Piney  Flats, 
TN  37686; 

Hurley,  Mai  Belle,  city  council,  1068  Constitution  Dr., 
Chattanooga,  TN  37405 

Illinois  Great  Rivers 

Correct  Name:  Cox,  Danny  F. 
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Iowa 

Remove: 

Ryon,  Susan  M.  (resigned) 

Add  to  end  of  reserve  list: 

Smith,    James    A.,    heavy    equipment    operator,    205 
Parkhurst,  New  Sharon,  lA  50207 

Louisiana 

Remove: 

Caraway,  Ray  M.  (resigned) 

Add  to  end  of  reserve  list: 

Wiliams,  Jared  R.,  student,  2108  Elm  wood  Dr.,  Monroe 
LA  71201 

Mozambique 

Chair  of  Delegation:  Bacar,  Salvador 

Nebraska 

Remove: 

Waters,  Carolyn  R.  (resigned) 

Add  to  end  of  reserve  list: 

Williams,   William,  district  superintendent,  POB  469, 
Scottsbluff,  NE  69361 

New  York 

Remove: 

Ehn,  Sarah  S.  (resigned) 

Add  to  end  of  reserve  list: 

Hunsinger,  Robert,  account  manager,  63  Pickerel  Rd., 
Monroe,  NY  10950 

Nigeria 

Chair  of  Delegation:  Yohana,  John  Wesley 

North  Central  Philippines 
Add  First  Reserve: 
Cabasal,  Dominador 
Pascasio,  Jointa 
Renumber  listed  reserves  accordingly. 


Northern  Philippines 

Chair  of  Delegation:  Caspar,  Levi  E. 

Northwest  Philippines 

Chair  of  Delegation:  Viloria,  Manuel  S. 

Oklahoma 

Correct  Name:  Oden,  Tal 

Red  Bird  Missionary 

Remove: 

Morris,  Jim  W.  (resigned) 

Add  First  Reserve: 

Landis,  Robert  C,  pastor,  65  Circle  Pine  Dr.,  Coalgood, 
KY  40818 

Zimbabwe 

Chair  of  Delegation:  Kangara,  Pedzisai 

Changes  in  Standing  Legislative 
Committees 

(Pages  1229-1236) 

Church  and  Society 

Remove: 

Mutamba,  Kasongo  (Tanganyika-Tanzania) 

Add: 

Butrus,  Luka  K.  (Nigeria) 

N.  Marie  Wakadilo,  Kasongo  (North  Katanga) 

Pacienia,  Alfredo  (Eastern  Angola) 

Readdean,  Shirley  E.  (Troy) 

Conferences 
Remove: 

N.  Marie  Wakadilo,  Kasongo  (North  Katanga) 
Ryon,  Susan  M.  (Iowa) 
Yihite,  Raymon  E.  (Holston) 
Add: 
Bacar,  Salvador  (Mozambique) 
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Carroll,  Brenda  (Holston) 
Cenon,  Perla  E.  (Middle  Philippines) 
Crutchfield,  Charles  N.  (New  Mexico) 
Kumbula,  Lumuna  (North  Katanga) 
Lee,  Yong  S.  (Iowa) 

Discipleship 

Remove: 

Brown,  Angela  (Cahfornia-Nevada) 

Cenon,  Perla  E.  (Middle  Philippines) 

Wakuwambala,  Ngoie  Wa  (North  Katanga) 

Add: 

Dizon,  Maximo  B.  (Middle  Philippines) 

Caspar,  Levi  E.  (Northern  Philippines) 

Kane,  Liatu  j.  (Nigeria) 

Kangara,  Pedzisai  (Zimbabwe) 

Michailova,  Mariella  (Bulgaria  Provisional) 

Mortel,  Isidro  (Palawan  Philippines  Provisional) 

Nkulu  Gaston,  Ntanda  (North  Katanga) 


Olusiyi,  Solomon  (Nigeria) 

General  and  Judicial  Administration 

Remove: 

Brown,  Warner  H.  (California-Nevada) 

Crutchfield,  Charles  N.  (New  Mexico) 

Loy,  O.  Fred  (Louisiana) 

Morns,  ]im  W.  (Red  Bird  Missionary) 

Mutombo,  Mande  (North  Katanga) 

Sadler,  Herb  (Alabama-West  Florida) 

Add: 

Brown,  Angela  (California-Nevada) 

Brunk,  Jamison  J.  (Red  Bird  Missionary) 

Danburam,  Anthony  G.  (Nigeria) 

Nahimana,  Marie  (East  Africa) 

Winn,  Lane  C.  (Louisiana) 

Global  Ministries 
Add: 
Factora,  Corazon  T. 


Faith  and  Order 

Remove: 

Johnson- Arther,  Barbara  (Central  Texas) 

Nkulu  Gaston,  Ntanda  (North  Katanga) 

Add: 

Banda,  Josephat  (Zimbabwe) 

Howard,  Clifton  (Central  Texas) 

Wakuivambala,  Ngoie  Wa  (North  Katanga) 

Financial  Administration 

Remove: 

Caraway,  Ray  M.  (Louisiana) 

Ka-Kabamba,  Kazadi  Ka  (North  Katanga) 

Add: 

Brown,  Warner  H.  (California-Nevada) 

DeVille,  Terrell  J.  (Louisiana) 

Milcev,    Robert    (Macedonia-Yugoslavia    Provisional) 
Mutombo,  Mande  (North  Katanga) 


Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

Add: 

Nzoyisaba,  Justin  (East  Africa) 

Palik-Kuncak,  Ana  (Macedonia-Yugoslavia   Provisional) 
Person,  Ricardo  (Mozambique) 

Yohanna,}ohn  Wesley  (Nigeria) 

Independent  Commissions 

Remove: 

Readdean,  Shirley  E.  (Troy) 

Waters,  Carolyn  R.  (Nebraska) 

Winn,  Lane  C.  (Louisiana) 

Add: 

Loy,  O.  Fred  (Louisiana) 

Sadler,  Herb  (Alabama-West  Rorida) 

Turner,  Richard  (Nebraska) 
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Local  Church 

Remove: 

McElroy,  Amber  (Holston) 

Young,  T.  Mike  (Central  Texas) 

Add: 

Duarte,  Esperanca  (Eastern  Angola) 

McKinney,  T.  Mike  (Central  Texas) 

Mutamba,  Kasongo  (Tanganyika-Tanzania) 

Naydenov,  Evgeniy  (Bulgaria  Provisional) 

Yaw,  Salamatu  M.  (Nigeria) 

Muse,  Terry  W.  (Holston) 


Nominations 

to  the  Interjurisdictional  Committee 

on  Episcopacy 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
Northern  New  Jersey 
Remove: 
Robert  Brandt 
Add: 
Edna  M.  Barrier 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Central  Texas 
Remove: 

T.  Mike  Young 
Add: 
Doyle  Allen 


Episcopal  Spouse  Series:  A  World  View  of 
United  Methodism  Today 
— An  Episcopal  Spouse  Perspective 

Event  Two:  Wednesday,  May  3,  2:30  to  4 
p.m.,  Marriott  Hotel  Erie  Room 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Africa 

The  second  in  our  series  features  the  may  and 
diverse  nations  of  Africa.  Coordinated  by  Edith 
Jakomo,  Zimbabwe,  and  Marilina  DeCarvalho, 
Angola,  the  church  is  thriving  in  countries  facing 
huge  challenges  of  peace  and  economic  stability. 
Come  hear  how  important  the  United  Methodist 
Cross  and  flame  and  all  it  represents  is  to  this  vital 
part  of  our  world  family. 


Committee  Officers 

Global  Ministries— (5/2/00): 

Christine     Dean     Keels,     Chair,     Baltimore- 
Washington 

Youngsook  Kang,  Vice  Chair,  Rocky  Mountain 

Jerry  W.  Russell,  Secretary,  Holston 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry  (5/2/00,  7:30  p.m.) 
J.  La  Von  Wilson,  Chair,  Illinois  Great  Rivers 
Katharine  W.  Lehman,  Vice  Chair,  North  Indiana 
Al  W.  Gwinn  Secretary,  Kentucky 
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Additional  Petitions  Approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Reference 


PeHtion  Number:  31966-DI-NonDis-O;  GBOD 

Comprehensive  Plan  for 
Older-Adult  Ministries  2001-2004 

Whereas,  there  are  now  35  million  people  65  years 
of  age  and  older  in  the  United  States,  and  by  the  year 
2030  this  number  will  double  to  70  million,  and  the 
world  population  will  experience  comparable  growth 
in  the  numbers  of  older  adults;  and 

Whereas,  the  percentage  of  growth  in  this  age 
group  is  even  greater  within  The  United  Methodist 
Church;  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  growing  need  for  effective 
ministries  by,  with,  and  for  older  adults  in  our  United 
Methodist  congregations  and  in  our  communities;  and 

Whereas,  the  Scriptures,  the  Social  Principles,  and 
The  Book  of  Resolutions  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  call 
upon  United  Methodists  to  be  intentional  about  older 
adult  ministries;  and 

Whereas,  the  1996  General  Conference,  as 
recorded  in  The  Book  of  Discipline,  11119.3.b,  mandated 
that  the  Committee  on  Older  Adult  Ministries  "promote 
a  plan  of  comprehensive  ministry  by,  with,  and  for 
older  adults  in  local  churches  that  includes  spiritual 
growth,  education,  training,  mission,  service,  and 
fellowship"; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  implement  a  Comprehensive  Plan 
for  Older  Adult  Ministries,  calling  for  the  General 
Conference  to  fund  the  Comprehensive  Plan  through 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  with  $500,000  for  the 
2001-2004  quadrennium.  These  funds  are  to  provide: 

•  a  full-time  older-adult-ministries  staff  person 
and  support  staff  at  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship; 

•  printed,  visual,  and  electronic  materials  for 
older-adult  ministries; 

•  grants  to  annual  conferences  to  conduct  needs 
surveys; 

•  grants  to  annual  conferences,  districts,  local  UM 
congregations  and  individual  United  Methodists  for 
developing  and  implementing  new  older-adult 
ministries. 


Budget  Flan  for  Comprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult 
Ministries  for  2001-2004  Quadrennium  includes 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  staff  support  beyond 
the  level  of  the  1997-2000  quadrennium  for 
older-adult  ministries  $250,000 

Printed,  visual,  and  electronic  resources — including  a 
webpage  $70,000 

Needs  survey  support  for  annual  conferences  (up  to 
$1,000  per  annual  conference)  $60,000 

Grants  for  developing  new  older-adult  ministries 

$120.000 

Total  Comprehensive  Plan  Budget  $500,000 


PeHtion  Number:  31967-GJ-NonDis-O;  CPT 

Living  into  the  Future 

Upon  adoption  of  the  foregoing  document, 
"Transformational  directions  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  the  Twenty-First  Century,"  we  recommend 
that  a  Covenant  Council  be  created  to  lead  in  modeling 
Christian  conferencing  and  covenant  relationships,  and 
to  enable  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  act  Upon  the 
transformational  directions. 

During  the  2001-2004  quadrennium,  the  Covenant 
Council  will  replace  the  current  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  will  help  us  move  toward  collaborative 
work  among  the  Global  and  Central  Conferences.  It  will 
model  the  new  style  of  leadership  of  Covenant 
Councils,  guiding  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
discerning  God's  vision  for  its  ministry  and  mission  by 
providing  a  holistic  process  that  focuses  the  work  of  all 
the  parts.  This  vision  enables  the  council  to  clarify 
responsibilities,  to  call  for  accountability  to  the  vision 
and  mission  goals,  and  to  provide  for  focused,  shared 
resourcing  for  ministry  and  mission  in  a  changing, 
complex  environment.  The  Covenant  Council  wall  call 
us  to  work  together  in  a  new  way  to  make  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ.  It  will  help  us  see  the  church  as  a  whole, 
call  us  to  respond  to  God's  Spirit  in  shaping  the 
ministries  of  the  church,  and  lead  us  into  deeper 
relationships  as  a  Christ-centered  community. 
Discerning  God's  vision  for  the  church  is  a  continuous 
process  since  our  God  is  a  living  God. 

The  Covenant  Council  will  be  assigned  the 
following  tasks: 
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1).  To  lead  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
knowing  God's  u-ill  for  its  work,  and  living  as  biblical 
people  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition  through  a  style  of 
leadership  where  all  members  of  the  Covenant  Council 
are  equals  around  the  table  with  voice  and  vote.  The 
Covenant  Council  will  strive  to  live  and  work  together 
in  a  manner  that  is  coUegial,  cooperative  and  inclusive, 
and  that  actively  practices  hospitality. 

2)  To  guide  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
articulating  a  clear  and  compeUing  ministry  \'ision 
through  a  holistic  process  that  focuses  the  work  of  all 
the  parts. 

3)  To  prepare  appropriate  legislation  to  implement 
the  Global  Conference  and  Central  Conferences  as 
envisioned  in  the  transformational  directions.  A 
preliminary  draft  of  this  legislation  shall  be  shared  with 
the  Church  by  July,  1  2002.  A  final  draft  shall  be 
presented  to  the  2004  General  Conference. 

4)  To  redesign  and  align  the  work  of  the  general 
agencies  and  to  provide  implementing  legislation  to  the 
2004  General  Conference. 

•  Developing  specific  ways  for  agencies  to 
integrate  work  in  the  areas  described  on  pp. 
12-13,  including  the  number  and  size  of  agencies 
and  the  size  and  configuration  of  elected  agency 
boards  for  the  most  effective  use  of  combined 
resources; 

•  Determining  how  the  work  of  agencies  will  be 
assigned  to  the  Global  and  Central  Conference 
Covenant  Councils  after  2004; 

•  Determining  how  agencies  will  provide 
resources  for  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches; 

•  Recommending  to  the  2004  General  Conference 
the  best  way  to  staff  the  work  beyond  the  annual 
conferences  and  determining  where  the 
responsibility  for  personnel  should  be  vested; 
and 

•  Developing  ways  of  evaluating  the  results  of  the 
work  that  is  financed. 


the  Council  of  Bishops,  in  consultation  with  the  GCOM 
Conciliar  Forum. 

6)  To  assure  and  execute  in  transformational  ways 
any  further  essential  responsibilities  presently  assigned  to 
the  GCOM  as  per  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline  of  the  UMC, 
including: 

•  Modeling,  teaching,  and  practicing  our  identity 
as  United  Methodist  Christians; 

•  Clearly  stating  and  communicating  missional 
objectives  and  faith  stories; 

•  Engaging  in  leadership  development  and 
training  and  ensuring  inclusiveness  of 
participation. 

The  Covenant  Council,  in  consultation  with  the 
GCOM  Conciliar  Forum,  will  determine  the  essential 
functions  that  must  be  continued  beyond  2004  and 
those  that  should  be  discontinued,  and  will  make  the 
appropriate  recommendations  to  the  2004  General 
Conference. 

7)  To  propose  to  the  2004  General  Conference  the 
next  steps  for  implementing  the  Covenant  Councils 
throughout  the  connection  and  at  all  times  to  be  guided 
by  the  transformational  directions. 

8)  To  relate  to  annual  conferences  and  build 
mutual  relationships  with  annual  conference 
leadership. 

9)  The  Council  of  Bishops  will  convene  the 
Covenant  Council  as  soon  as  possible  but  no  later  than 
December  1,  2000,  and  choose  from  among  its  retired 
membership  a  bishop  to  staff  the  Covenant  Council 
through  the  2004  General  Conference. 

10)  The  membership  of  the  Covenant  Council  will 
include: 

•  One  bishop  from  each  jurisdiction  and  the 
secretary  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  three 
bishops  from  the  Central  Conferences  (one  each 
from  Europe,  the  Philippines,  and  Africa)  elected 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops:  9 


5)  The  present  membership  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  shall  complete  its  work  by  September  1, 
2000.  For  purposes  of  transition,  the  GCOM  Conciliar 
Forum  will  continue  to  function  until  July  1,  2001,  in 
order  to  complete  any  necessary  administrative,  legal 
and  personnel  responsibilities  in  cooperation  with  the 
Covenant  Council.  Staff  necessary  to  the  transitional 
work  of  the  Conciliar  Forum  will  also  continue  until 
July  1,  2001.  This  necessary  staff  will  be  determined  by 


Three  representatives  from  each  jurisdiction 
(15)  (one  clergy,  two  lay)  recommended  by  the 
colleges  of  bishops  and  elected  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  and  one  lay  person  from  each 
central  conference  (7),  recommended  by  the 
bishops  of  the  central  conferences  and  elected 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops:  22 
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The  general  secretary  of  each  general  agency  13 

One  elected  member  from  each  general  agency 
(lay  if  general  secretary  is  clergy),  elected  by  the 
general  agency:  13 

Two  representatives  from  the  affiliated 
autonomous  churches  in  Asia  and  two 
representatives  from  the  affiliated  autonomous 
churches  in  Latin  America,  designated  by  the 
appropriate  fraternal  organization  in  the 
regions:  4 

Two  representatives  from  the  affiliated 
autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto 
Rico:  2 

Additional  members  for  inclusiveness,  diversity, 
and  proportionality,  with  particular  attention  to 
including  a  variety  of  ethnic/racial  persons  and 


youth  and  young  adults,  elected  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  not  to  exceed  15:  15 


Total: 


78 


It  is  recommended  that  the  membership  include 
60%  laity  and  40%  clergy. 

11)  The  Covenant  Council  will  be  provided 
funding  at  the  level  of  the  funding  allocated  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  for  the  1997-2000 
quadrennium. 

12)  The  Covenant  Council  will  be  accountable  to 
the  2004  General  Conference,  and  will  report  back  on 
each  of  the  tasks  listed  above.  During  the  2001-2004 
quadrennium,  the  Covenant  Council  will  make  annual 
progress  reports  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
annual  conferences. 

—  Bishop  Sharon  A.  Brown  Christopher, 
Chairperson 


Want  to  support  church  growth  and  renewal? 


Invest  in  it! 


Through  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  (UMDF) 

For  as  little  as  $100  you  can  support  the  grovAh  and  renewal  of  United 
Methodist  churches  by  investing  in  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund. 
Your  investment  helps  provide  loons  to  enable  churches  to  build,  expand  and 
renovate  their  facilities  for  mission  and  ministry. 

UMDF  then  pays  you  dividends  on  your  investment. 

Come  visit  us  in  the  UMDF  Hospitality  Suite  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  Room  934, 
(9:00  a.m.  -  7:30  p.m.  each  day)  and  learn  more  about  our  investment  and  loan 
opportunities. 

Mention  this  ad,  and  receive  a  free  deluxe  tote  bag. 


New  Rates: 


4-year  term:  7% 
Flexible  term:  4% 


1-year  term:  5'/!% 
IRA:  7% 


40Vccr.s,)lln\cslin{; 
in  Chiiif  li  urijvvlh' 

UnltMt  Memodut  D«titlii|iimnl  M 


(Eitg  of  QIleuElanb 


MICHAEL  R.  WHITE,  MAYOR 
In  Recognition  Of 


THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

WHEREAS,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  our  five-time  All-America  City.  I  would 
like  to  recognize  The  General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  they  hold  their  quadrennial  conference  in  Cleveland  May 
2-12,  2000;  and 

WHEREAS,  delegations  from  all  over  the  v^orld  will  convene  to  vote  on 
important  United  Methodist  laws,  resolutions,  and  budgets  as  well 
as  to  come  together  in  celebration  and  worship;  and 

WHEREAS.  it  is  an  honor  that  Cleveland  was  chosen  for  this  prestigious  event 
and  we  look  forward  to  sharing  the  wonderful  sights  of  Cleveland 
with  all  of  the  participants  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church;  and 

WHEREAS,  we  would  like  to  extend  our  best  wishes  to  the  delegates  for  a 
successful  conference  and  hope  that  they  will  take  the  time  to  visit 
Cleveland  and  meet  some  of  our  friendly  citizens. 

NOW.  THEREFORE.  I.  Michael  R.  White,  the  54th  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Cleveland, 
do  hereby  offer  this  Proclamation  in  Recognition  of  The  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  on  their  quadrennial  conference  I  encourage  all  citizens  to 
join  me  in  this  recognition  and  to  extend  an  enthusiastic  welcome  to  the  delegates. 


IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I  have  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  Corporate  Seal  of  the  City  of 
Cleveland  to  be  affixed  on  this  2nd  day  of  May 
in  the  year  2000. 


MAYOR ' » 
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Corrections 


Conferences  Legislative  Committee: 


•  30062-CO6n3-D$  3006K:(>616.1-D$  and 
30065-CO-612-D  have  been  reassigned  to  the  Financial 
Administration  Legislative  Committee. 

Church  &  Society  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30504  (pp.  106-111)— Strike  through  first  five 
paragraphs  on  p.  108. 

•  30516  (pp.  131-133) — Strike  through  entire  paragraph 
that  begins  w^ith  "Estimates  of  the  Fraction  of  Cancer 
in  the  . . ." 

Faith  &  Order  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30009-FO-66.J-D  (p.  511)— Fifth  line  from  bottom 
should  read: . . .  example,  in  propagating  information, 
in  a  rethinking  . . . 

•  30035  (p.  1279)— Text  is  incorrect.  Correct  text 
(without  petition  codes)  is  on  p.  494. 

Financial  Administration  Legislative  Committee: 

•  31132  is  identical  to  31929;  31926  is  on  p.  1327. 
General  &  Judicial  Legislative  Committee: 

•  31042  (p.  707)— Left  column  should  read: 
31042-GJ-4-C;  Bering  Memorial  UMC. 

•  30807  (p.  706)— Correct  full  number  is  30807-GJ-4-C. 

•  31040  (p.  706)— Correct  full  number  is  31040-GJ-4-C. 

•  30545  (p.  734)  and  30796  (p.  736)  are  identical.  The 
words  "the  judicial  proceedings"  should  not  be 
struck  through. 

•  30718  (p.  753-760)— Entire  text  should  be  bold. 

•  30805  (p.  705)— Should  read  80805-GJ-l-C  and  have 
the  heading  "51. 

•  30806  (p.  705)— Correct  full  number  is  30806-GJ-3-C. 

•  301 77  (p.  705)— Correct  full  number  is  30177-GJ-3-C. 

•  30200  (p.  705)— Correct  full  number  is  30300-GJ-4-C. 

•  30313  (p.  705)— Correct  full  number  is  30313-GJ-4-C. 


•  30727  (p.  706)— Correct  full  number  is  30727-GJ-4-C; 
it  is  identical  to  30808  (p.  706),  whose  correct  full 
number  is  30808-GJ-4-C. 

Higher  Education  &  Ministru  Legislative  Committee: 

•  31006(p.  1028-1029 — All  text  should  appear  in  bold. 

•  31147  (p.  956) — Items  a)  and  b)  should  be  struck 
through. 

•  30657  (p.  962) — Add  paragraph  reference  after  the 
words  "Add  new  paragraph  after  328.3.  No  one . . . ' 

•  31091  (p.  975) — Items  1  through  5  should  appear  in 
bold. 

•  30792  (p.  1012)— All  text  should  appear  in  bold. 

•  30793  (p.  1014)— All  text  should  appear  in  bold. 

•  30965  (p.  1027)— Correct  full  number  is 
30965-HE-1429-D. 

•  31795  (p.  1018)— Delete  entire  petition.  The  correct" 
31795  is  on  p.  1333.  The  text  on  p.  1018  is  part  of  30966 
found  on  p.  1027. 

Independent  Commissions  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30310(p.  1393-1395)— All  text  should  appear  in  bold. 
Local  Church  Legislative  Committee: 

•  30277  (p.  1127)— In  the  right  column,  the  6'"  and  7" 
lines  from  bottom  should  be  struck  through. 
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Exploring  Faith? 
Don't  Forget  to  Pack 

Lead  students  on  a  journey  into  the  Bible  with  E^xploring 
Faith:  God's  Word  for  God's  Children.  To  prepare  for  the 
trip,  consider  these  specially-priced  pre\1ew  kits.  Each  pack 
contains  one  each  of  the  teacher  and  student  guides  and  a 
complete  class  pack  for  the  appropriate  age  levels,  plus  a  free 
CD  and  cassette  that  samples  the  music  so  essential  to 
Eixploring  Faith.  These  are  actual  pieces  that  can  be  used  In  the 
classroom  once  the  unit  begins.  And.  of  course,  they  are 
completely  returnable. 


Exploring  Faith  is  the 
recommended 
resource  that 

replaces 

New  Invitation 

beginning  in 

Fall  2000. 


Priced  separately. 

these  items 

would  be  over 

$50.00 

Special  preview 

price,  $39.95 

Item 
TSO-739233 


JCfT 


Elementarv/PreTeen  Kit 

Middle  Elementary  Teacher 
Middle  Elementary  Student 
Middle  Elementary  Class  Pak 
Older  Elementan,'  Teacher 
Older  Elementary  Student 
Older  Elementary  Class  Pak 
PreTeen  Teacher 
PreTeen  Student  Magazine 
PreTeen  Class  Pak 
Sampler  Cassette  &  CD 

Curricultun  questions?  We  have 

curriculuiii 

experts  ready  to  assist  you! 

Call  1  800-251-8591  or  email 

CurTicuphoneaiiinpubUohing.org 


Preschool/Earlv  Elementarv 
Preview  Kit 

Preschool  Teacher 

Preschool  Bible  Storybook 

Preschool  Class  Pak 

Early  Elementan'  Teacher 

Early  Elementary  Bible  Storybook 

Early  Elementary  Class  Pak 

Sampler  Cassette  &  CD 


Priced  separately,  these  items 

cost  over  $77.00. 

Special  preview  price.  $54.95 

Item  TSO-739225 


Order  both 
preview  kits 

for  only 
$79.95.  Item 
TSO-747805 


%^   Cokesbury 

Retail  Division  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 


CALL   OR   VISIT   YOUR 
COKESBURY   STORE 
ORDER   TOLL   FREE: 

1-.SOO-672-17S9 

To  ORDER  VIA  THE  InTER.SET, 

\ISIT  Ol'R  WEBSITE 

AT  www.cokesbun'.coiti 
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THE  EPISCOPAL  ADDRESS 
2000 

By  Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil 

DISCIPLESHIP  AT  THE  TURN  OF  THE  AGES 


Greetings! 

Following  the  hallowed  tradition  of  apostolic 
greeting,  we,  your  Bishops,  called  to  be  your  servants 
for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel,  greet  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Triune  God,  and  bring  you  his  blessing  of  peace  and  joy 
out  of  the  abundance  of  his  grace.  From  that  same  grace 
we  pray  you  will  be  gifted  with  wisdom  and  courage  to 
do  the  task  of  this  General  Conference. 

We  meet  at  a  momentous  time,  at  the  turn  of  the 
ages,  when  one  millennium  ends  and  another  begins. 

We  meet  in  celebration  of  the  2000"'  birth 
anniversary  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Incarnate,  Crucified, 
and  Risen  Lord! 

We  meet  to  make  those  decisions  that  will  enable 
the  people  called  United  Methodist  to  respond  in  faith, 
hope,  and  love  to  the  challenges  of  the  new  millennium. 

We  meet  to  make  the  United  Methodist 
community  -  multi-diverse  yet  connectionally  and 
globally  one  -  to  become  keenly  aware  that  it  is  indeed  a 
global  community  living  unavoidably  in  a  globalizing 
world,  which,  in  faithfulness  to  John  Wesley,  it  must 
claim  as  its  global  parish. 

We  meet  to  reform  ourselves,  hoping  that  in  God's 
mercy,  God  may  use  us  to  reform  the  world. 

We  meet  to  be  discipled  so  that  in  the  power  of  the 
Gospel  we  may  make  disciples  of  all  nations! 

What  does  all  this  mean  for  us  as  the  one  General 
Conference  privileged  to  be  the  hinge  on  which  the  turn 
of  the  millennia  has  swung? 

In  Memoriam 

Before  we  proceed,  we  pause  to  remember  and 
honor  our  fellow-servants  in  the  United  Methodist 
episcopacy  who  have  gone  to  be  at  home  with  the  Lord 
in  the  glory  of  life  in  his  eternal  presence.  We  name 
them  in  the  remembrance  of  Jesus  Christ  crucified, 


whom  God  raised  from  the  dead,  with  his  promise  that 
he  will  also  raise  them  and  us  by  the  same  resurrection, 
power  and  gather  us  all  in  a  communion  of  saints  in 
whose  midst  the  Risen  Lord  dwells. 

Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr.  1922-1996 

Paul  Hardin,  Jr.  1903-1996 

Oliver  Eugene  Slater  1916-1997 

Lloyd  Christ  Wicke  1901-1997 

Eric  Algernon  Mitchell  1917-1997 

William  Ragsdale  Cannon  1916-1997 

Louis  Wesley 
Schowendgerdt  1926-1998 

William  Talbot  Handy,  Jr.     1924-1998 

Don  Wendell  Holter  1 905-1 999 

W.  Maynard  Sparks  1906-1999 

Edward  Gonzalez 
Carroll,  Sr.  1910-2000 

Those  whom  we  have  just  named  were  faithful 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  by  God's  grace  we  follow 
in  their  train!  In  "an  endless  line  of  splendor"! 

I.    We  Are  a  Discipled  Community 

The  General  Conference  of  1996  affirmed  that  the 
mission  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  to  make 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  did  not,  however,  clarify 
what  this  means  for  us  today.  What  does  it  mean  to  be  a 
disciple?  What  makes  discipleship  possible?  Is  it  a 
latent  possibility  in  all  of  us  so  that  given  the  right 
conditions  it  will  inevitably  blossom  forth  like  seed 
coming  alive  and  breaking  forth  through  the  sod?  What 
difference  does  Christ  make  in  the  world  through 
discipleship? 
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As  the  General  Conference  of  2000,  your  Bishops 
suggest  that  we  think  together  about  the  biblical 
foundations  of  Christian  discipleship  and  what  it  might 
mean  for  us  today  We  may  not  tell  you  something  vou 
don't  already  know.  Most  Christians  think  of 
discipleship  in  terms  of  devotional  and  ethical  practice. 
What  we  hope  to  do  is  to  place  discipleship  -  including 
its  devotional  and  ethical  dimensions  -  in  its 
eschatological  framework! 

1.  The  Turn  of  the  Ages 

The  New  Testament  tells  us  that  discipleship  is 
made  possible  by  Trinitarian  action.  God  sent  his  Son  to 
the  world  in  the  power  of  his  Spirit.  The  possibility  of 
discipleship  comes  as  a  sheer  gift  through  Jesus  Christ, 
whose  coming  has  made  the  ages  turn. 

The  coming  of  Jesus  Christ  not  only  ends  "this 
present  evil  age";  it  also  inaugurates  "the  age  to  come," 
which  is  supposed  to  happen  at  the  end-time. 

The  drawing  near  of  God's  reign  in  Jesus  Christ 
has  brought  good  news  to  the  poor,  release  to  the 
captives,  recovery  of  sight  to  the  Wind,  freedom  to  the 
oppressed,  and  the  year  of  the  Lord's  favor  is 
proclaimed  (Lk.  4:18-19, 21;  Mt.  11:2-6). 

For  Paul,  with  Jesus  Christ  has  come  the  new 
Adam,  the  new  humanity,  and  the  new  creation.  A  new 
future  for  all  humankind  and  the  whole  cosmos  has 
dawned. 

If  this  opportune  moment  is  seized,  it  makes  all  the 
difference  between  a  world  condemned  to  die  and  a  life 
that  overcomes  and  leaves  death  behind,  a  life  bom  out 
of  death,  resurrection  life!  That  opportune  time  is  the 
acceptable  NOW  of  the  day  of  salvation.  This  NOW  is 
the  cutting-edge  in  the  turn  of  the  ages.  It  divides 
sharply  the  one  age  from  the  other.  In  it,  one  can  boldly 
say,  on  the  one  hand,  "No  longer,"  and  on  the  other 
hand,  confidently  claim,  "From  now  on"  (2  Cor.  5:16). 

This  NOW,  however,  is  not  a  fleeting  moment.  It  is 
solidly  anchored  in  an  Event  that  time  cannot  make 
past.  Its  reality  and  meaning  withstand  the  passing  of 
time.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and 
forever  (Heb.  13:8).  The  advent  of  Jesus  Christ  - 
crucified,  risen,  and  reigning  -  is  always  coming, 
always  erupting  as  the  NOW  of  the  day  of  salvation 
until  God  himself  completes  the  good  work  that  he  has 
begun  in  him  (Phil. 1:6).  This  NOW  is  mediated  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  -  God's  immediate  life-giving  presence  - 
and  this  presence  cannot  be  made  absent  by  the  lapse  of 
time. 


But  how  does  one  seize  this  NOW  so  that  its 
pregnancy  may  come  to  birth?  The  answer  seems  so 
simple  and  yet  so  revolutionary. 

In  the  Synoptics,  discipleship  is  trusting  Jesus  as 
the  bearer  of  the  reign  of  God  and  responding 
unreservedly  to  his  call  to  follow  him,  to  be  with  him,  to 
be  with  others  in  him,  and  to  be  sent  out  by  him  to 
participate  in  his  mission  in  the  world. 

In  Paul,  seizing  this  NOW  is  to  believe  in  the  God 
who  raised  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead  and  to  be 
justified  by  grace  through  faith.  To  be  a  disciple  is  to 
receive  the  new  life  that  Jesus  Christ  gives,  to  share  in 
his  suffering,  and  to  participate  in  his  mission.  It  is  to  be 
gifted  with  and  bear  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  It  is  to  live  a 
life  worthy  of  our  calling  in  Jesus  Christ  according  to  the 
Spirit,  and  to  hope  for  "the  freedom  of  the  glory  of  the 
children  of  God." 

In  John,  to  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ  is  to  believe 
in  the  one  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ  as  the  one  whom  he 
has  sent.  This  knowledge,  together  with  life  sanctified 
in  its  truth,  constitutes  eternal  life.  It  is  God's  will  that 
the  Son  should  lose  nothing  of  all  that  has  been  given 
him,  and  so  the  Son  promises  that  he  will  raise  what  has 
been  given  him  on  the  last  day.  But  those  whom  he  will 
raise  on  the  last  day  he  also  sends  into  the  world  on  a 
mission  of  witness  and  service.  As  the  Father  has  sent 
the  Son,  so  the  Son  sends  his  disciples  into  the  world, 
although  they  no  longer  belong  to  the  world. 

WHEN  Christ  is  "offered"  for  decision  as  the 
ground  to  stand  on  in  life  -  that  "when"  becomes 
precisely  the  NOW  of  salvation! 

To  stand  in  the  NOW  is  not  a  possibility  that  is 
latent  in  the  natural  and  the  human!  That  NOW  is  the 
result  of  the  turn  of  the  ages  under  the  impact  of  the 
advent  of  Jesus  Christ,  whose  coming  is  an  action  of  the 
Trinitarian  God  -  no  less! 

To  stand  in  this  destiny-making  NOW  and  be 
encompassed  by  it  is  precisely  what  discipleship  is! 

Your  Bishops  dare  claim  that  "the  people  called 
Methodist"  stand  in  this  NOW.  We  are  a  discipled 
community.  We  stand  in  God's  grace  -  prevenient, 
justifying,  sanctifying,  and  glorifying.  We  too  have  felt 
our  hearts  strangely  warmed  and  experienced  the 
renewing  power  of  forgiveness.  In  repentance  and  faith 
we  have  sought  to  live  a  life  worthy  of  our  calling.  We 
ask  you  to  join  your  Bishops  to  claim  boldly  but  humbly 
that  we  still  stand  in  this  NOW  at  the  turn  of  the 
century,  and  be  ready  to  carry  out  the  difference  our 
discipleship  must  make  in  our  world  as  it  turns  to  a  new 
millennium. 
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Let  us  consider  another  aspect  of  discipleship. 
2.  The  Overlap  of  the  Ages. 

The  ages  have  turned  under  the  impact  of  the 
advent  of  the  Christ  Event.  But  they  have  not 
completely  separated.  Instead,  they  overlap.  The  old 
has  not  completely  ended.  It  continues  -  with  all  its 
tempting  attractions.  And  the  new  has  just  begun.  In 
Jesus  Christ,  God  has  confronted  the  principaUties  and 
powers  of  sin  and  death,  which  dominate  the  old  age; 
and  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  decisive  victory  has  been  won. 
The  battle  continues  but  we  can  live  now  in  the 
assurance  of  God's  triumph,  and  in  the  light  of  God's 
ultimate  victory! 

There  is  the  task  -  hardly  begun  -  of  establishing  a 
new  life-worid  with  its  own  distinctive  style,  norms, 
and  practices  that  express  and  embody  the  new  order  of 
things  envisioned  by  the  world  to  come  that  has  already 
dawned! 

The  overlap  of  the  ages  is  critical  because  the 
demonic  powers  of  this  present  age  still  distort,  corrupt, 
and  destroy,  while  the  saving  power  of  the  age  to  come 
seeks  to  overthrow  them,  redeem  and  heal  their  victims, 
and  establish  a  new  order  of  things  that  promotes  life  in 
freedom,  justice,  and  peace.  It  is  within  the  overlap  of 
the  ages  that  the  life  of  discipleship  has  to  be  lived  out. 

We  cannot  stand  in  discipleship  in  the  NOW 
without  standing  in  the  overlap  of  the  ages.  All  of  us  are 
caught  inescapably  in  the  conflict  that  rages  between 
the  demonic  and  the  redempHve.  Consider  where  we 
stand  today.  Slavery  and  apartheid  have  been 
outlawed,  but  racism  and  ethnic  cleansing  are  still  with 
us  -  and  we  must  rid  the  worid  of  these  demons. 
Colonialism  and  totalitarianism  are  no  longer 
politically  viable  options  for  us,  but  we  still  use  power 
to  dominate,  violate,  and  oppress,  instead  of  to  liberate, 
to  enable,  and  to  let  be!  This  overlap  is  the  sitz  im  leben  of 
discipleship. 

We,  your  Bishops,  ask  you  to  join  us  in  standing 
firmly  in  this  overiap  and  to  be  on  the  side  of  the 
redemptive  against  the  demonic. 

The  direction  in  which  to  move  is  clear.  It  is  to 
abandon  the  ways  of  the  old  order  and  follow  the  new 
way  of  discipleship.  This  is  already  foreshadowed  by 
the  way  Jesus  framed  discipleship  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  in  terms  of  "it  was  said  to  those  of  ancient 
times...  But  I  say  to  you"  (Mt.  5:21,  27, 31, 38, 43). 

There  is  here  a  contradiction  which  must  be 
resolved  in  discipleship.  Since  the  ways  of  the  old  order 
are  rooted  in  "ancient  times,"  they  have  become 
tradition.  They  embody  a  way  of  thinking  and  a  pattern 


of  acting  that  function  as  law.  And  so  they  tell  what  to 
think  and  do  and  what  not  to  think  and  do.  Can  one 
easily  abandon  them  and  put  an  end  to  the  old  order? 

AltemaHvely,  the  ways  of  discipleship  are  not  yet 
fully  in  place.  They  may  be  imaginahvely  envisioned, 
but  they  do  not  have  the  benefit  of  tested  experience, 
nor  the  authority  of  wisdom  crystallized  by  critical 
reflection.  They  entail  a  new  way  of  thinking  that 
discerns  and  motivates  rather  than  depends  on  the 
precedence  of  the  past.  And  so  they  are  to  be  envisioned 
and  risked  in  action.  Must  one  abandon  the  certainties 
of  the  old  in  favor  of  the  uncertainties  of  the  new? 

The  difficulty  is  illustrated  by  the  problems  faced 
by  the  churches  that  were  established  by  Paul.  Soon 
after  the  Galatians  had  been  found  by  the  Gospel  - 
which  freed  them  fi-om  powers  which  by  nature  were 
no  gods  -  they  reverted  to  works  of  the  law  and  the 
worship  of  "the  weak  and  beggarly  elemental  spirits." 
This  disappointed  Paul  deeply  and  made  him  fear  that 
his  work  among  them  might  have  been  wasted  (4:8-11). 

The  Christians  in  Corinth  were  troubled  by  issues 
of  faith  and  practice  in  their  cultural  setting.  Paul  had  to 
think  creatively  to  provide  theological  and  pastoral 
resources  to  help  them  express  and  embody  what  it 
means  to  live  a  life  worthy  of  their  caUing  in  Christ 
Jesus.  They  were  to  live  out  their  calling  in  interaction 
with  their  current  world  in  ways  that  would  express 
their  freedom  from  and  for  it,  form  their  identity  in 
Christ  in  it,  and  claim  and  transform  it  in  Christ. 

In  the  epochal  change  we  are  going  through  today, 
are  we  any  more  certain  than  those  early  Christians 
were  in  deciding  insightfully  what  is  an  appropriate 
lifestyle  in  the  new  creation?  Consider  where  we  are 
today.  In  a  situation  of  multi-racial  and  multi-cultural 
diversity  where  traditional  community  ties  do  not  bind 
anymore,  how  and  what  kind  of  community  can  be 
formed?  Should  our  congregations  and  conferences 
remain  open  to  struggle  for  a  more  inclusive 
community  or  should  we  adopt  a  polity  that  organizes 
congregations  and  conferences  based  on  race, 
nationality,  and  culhire?  Your  Bishops  believe  that  our 
polity  should  remain  open  for  more  inclusive 
fellowship  -  sexually,  racially,  culturally,  and  globally. 
Will  you  join  us  in  this  affirmation? 

In  a  capitalist  economy,  were  people  compete 
globally  for  scarce  economic  goods  and  the  rich  and 
powerful  have  the  upper  hand,  how  can  a  Gospel  with  a 
bias  for  the  poor,  the  weak,  and  the  outcast  and  which 
seeks  a  more  just  global  social  order,  operate  with  some 
hope  for  some  measure  of  success,  without  its  disciples 
being  martyred,  marginalized,  or  outlawed?  Your 
Bishops  believe  that  the  Christian  norm  for  Christian 
faith  and  prachce  is  faithfulness  to  the  Gospel  and  not 
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worldly  success,  and  we  must  continue  working  for  a 
more  righteous  global  social  order  even  if  we  suffer  for 
it  in  the  struggle!  Will  you  join  us  in  this  struggle? 

3.  The  Already/Not  Yet  of  the  Age  to  Come. 

The  Kingdom  of  God  is  already  at  hand  and  at 
work.  The  age  to  come  has  already  broken  through. 
Already  the  crucified  Christ  has  been  raised  as  the  first 
fruits  of  those  who  have  died  and  now  reigns  as  Lord. 
Already  the  ungodly  are  justified  by  faith,  both  those 
under  and  outside  the  Law.  Already  they  are  in  Christ 
and  form  his  body  Already  the  Spirit  has  been  poured 
and  shed  abroad  and  the  community  of  faith  may 
already  receive  the  gift  and  bear  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit. 
Already  a  new  future  has  dawned! 

Discipleship  is  actual,  responsive,  committed 
participation  in  the  alreadiness  of  the  advent  of  the  Christ 
Event.  It  is  the  cutting  edge  of  the  difference  that  Christ 
makes  in  the  world! 

There  is  no  hope  for  a  new  future  in  this  present 
evil  age  in  which  hoping  is  an  illusion  coming  out  of 
Pandora's  Box.  All  around  us  there's  evidence  that  this 
world  is  passing  away  into  its  own  destruction.  We 
now  know  that  the  universe  if  finite  and  that  the  earth 
has  a  limited  carrying  capacity,  although  we  do  not 
know  the  precise  absolute  limit.  Might  have  we  gone 
beyond  this  limit?  Although  we  now  know  that  the 
amount  of  energy  may  remain  cor\stant,  some  of  its 
forms  -  like  fossil  energy  -  are  non-renewable  once 
exhausted  by  human  use!  We  know  that  the  waste  we 
produce  can  destroy  the  ecosystem,  and  we  may  have 
gone  so  far  beyond  its  repair.  Given  the  propensity  to 
settle  disputes  by  war  and  the  mass  destructiveness  of 
modem  weapons,  this  earth  might  still  be  burned  to  the 
extinction  of  life!  Is  not  hope  caught  up  in  this  situation 
an  exercise  in  futility?  Where  is  hope  against  hope  to  be 
found? 

Hope  is  to  be  found  in  discipleship  understood  as 
standing  fast  in  the  NOW  of  salvation  made  possible  by 
the  turn  of  the  ages  under  the  impact  of  the  advent  of 
the  Christ  Event.  That  NOW  has  to  do  with  the 
salvation  of  the  world,  with  the  church  only  as  a 
foretaste  of  the  Glory  that  is  to  come! 

Giving  the  ivorld  a  sure  hope  for  a  new  future  -  that  is 
an  act  of  pure  grace,  and  is  offered  freely  to  all.  That  is  a 
difference  which  discipleship  makes! 

The  horizons  of  that  hope  span  the  personal,  the 
social,  the  historical,  the  cosmic,  and  the  eternal.  The 
new  future  that  is  hoped  for  is  nothing  less  than  a  New 
Creation,  a  New  Humanity,  a  New  Heaven,  and  a  New 
Earth! 


What  is  the  content  of  this  vision?  John  puts  it  this 
way:  God  is  love  (1  Jn.  4:8).  God  loves  the  world  with  his 
love,  i.e.,  with  God's  self,  by  sending  his  only  Son  into 
the  worid  (Jn.  3:16;  1  Jn.4:9-10).  God  seeks  to  perfect  that 
loving  in  all  aspects  of  his  creation  (1  Jn.  2:5;  4:12)  until 
all  of  God's  self  in  the  fullness  of  God's  love  and  loving 
fills  all  things,  and  so  perfects  all  things  in  God's  self  as 
love(cf.l  Cor.  15:24-28). 

God's  perfection  in  the  world  as  love,  and  the 
perfection  of  love  in  the  world  as  God's  love  -  that  is  the 
vision  of  this  new  hope! 

Does  this  vision  of  love  still  shine  through  brightly 
in  John  Wesley's  doctrine  of  perfection  of  love  in  this 
world?  Or  has  the  doctrine  died  "the  death  of  a 
thousand  qualifications"  so  that  it  has  become  a 
darkened  glass  that  no  longer  affords  us  —  the  people 
called  Methodist  —  a  glimpse  of  the  vision  of  love's 
perfection.  Your  Bishops  believe  that  love  is  perfected 
best  in  deed  though  its  vision  is  caught  in  doctrine.  We 
have  been  taking  a  lead  in  an  initiative  for  Children  and 
Poverty.  This  initiative  expresses  the  messianic  hope 
that  a  child  is  a  sign  of  the  dawning  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  (Isa.  9:6;  11:1;  Mk.  9:35-37;  10:13-16)  and  so  is 
harbinger  of  hope  for  a  new  future.  It  also  seeks  to  enlist 
the  natural  love  for  children  -  especially  those  mired  in 
poverty  -  to  care  for  their  well-being.  This  initiative  has 
heightened  awareness  of  the  misery  of  children  in 
poverty,  mobilized  agencies  and  networks  to  improve 
their  plight,  and  has  made  our  people  see  that  much 
more  can  be  done  for  children  in  poverty.  The  Bishops 
have  extended  this  initiative  through  an  urgent  appeal 
to  save  the  children  of  Africa  -  as  the  hope  of  Africa  -  a 
continent  ravaged  by  wars  and  HIV/AIDS  and 
endemic  poverty.  Your  Bishops  believe  that  this 
initiative  and  its  appeal  must  now  be  extended  globally 
and  become  an  expression  of  the  global  mission  of  our 
church.  Can  we  together  carry  out  this  vision  of  love  in 
hope  for  the  future  of  humankind? 

We  have  been,  we  still  are,  and  we  must  become 
even  more  a  discipled  community.  But  more  than  this, 
we  must  become  a  community  that  makes  disciples  of 
all  nations,  a  community  sent  in  mission  into  the  world 
until  the  end  of  the  age! 

II.    We  Are  a  Discipling  Community 

1.  The  Purpose  of  Discipleship. 

Being  discipled  is  for  the  purpose  of  discipling. 

The  knowledge  of  the  Father  through  the  Son  in 
the  Spirit  is  a  privilege  granted  only  to  discipleship. 
And  so  what  makes  disciples  -  and  comes  to  be  known 
and  experienced  through  discipleship  -  is  no  other  than 
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the  Gospel  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  through  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

This  Gospel  is  made  known  to  the  chosen  few  for 
the  sake  and  on  behalf  of  the  many.  It  is  disclosed  to  the 
church  for  sharing  with  all  of  humanity.  God's  love  in 
His  Son  is  for  the  whole  world  -  that  is  why  it  is  Gospel. 
This  Gospel  is  entrusted  to  discipleship  with  all  its 
benefits  so  that  it  can  be  shared  with  the  whole  world. 

Moreover,  it  is  precisely  the  Gospel,  which  the 
world  sorely  needs  and  must  appropriate  in  faith,  hope, 
and  love  if  it  is  to  be  saved  from  perdition  -  none  other! 
Will  you  join  the  Bishops  in  making  a  determined  effort 
to  share  the  Gospel  with  the  world? 

Although  the  Gospel  is  for  the  world  and  needed 
by  the  world,  the  world  can  appropriate  the  Gospel  only 
as  discipleship  shares  it  with  the  world.  Discipleship  is 
precisely  sharing  the  Gospel  with  the  world!  This  is  another 
difference  that  Christ  makes  in  the  world  through 
discipleship!  What  if  missionaries  did  not  come  with 
Spanish  conquistadores  to  share  the  Gospel  in  the 
Philippines  in  the  16"^  century?  The  Philippines  would 
most  Hkely  be  a  Muslim  instead  of  a  Christian  country 
today!  What  if  George  C.  Stull,  a  Methodist  chaplain  in 
the  American  navy  led  by  Admiral  Dewey,  did  not  hold 
the  first  Protestant  service  in  Manila  on  August  28, 
1898?  Protestant  Christianity  would  not  have  come  and 
flourished  in  the  Philippines  since  then! 

It  is  the  privilege  of  knowing  the  Gospel  and  its 
benefits  which  the  world  needs  but  cannot  have,  except 
as  it  is  offered  to  and  shared  with  it,  which  turns  the 
discipled  community  into  a  missionary  community! 
What  turns  it  is  not  a  logical  move  but  a  commissioning 
act. 

2.  Resurrection  and  the  Commissioning  to  Mission 

The  commissioning  of  the  discipled  community  by 
the  risen  Lord  could  not  have  been  done  before  the 
crucified  Jesus  was  raised  from  the  dead.  The 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  was  the  basis  of  the 
commissioning. 

By  raising  Jesus  from  the  dead,  God  was  in  fact 
over-ruling  and  over-turning  the  unjust  verdict  that 
sent  Jesus  to  his  death  on  the  Cross. 

At  the  same  time,  God  was  vindicating  Jesus  Christ 
in  all  that  he  was  and  in  all  that  he  said  and  did  and  died 
for.  It  is,  therefore,  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
that  this  present  evil  age  is  terminated,  and  the  coming 
of  the  age  to  come  inaugurated.  This  is  the  turn  of  the 
ages.  Jesus  Christ  as  risen  is  the  first  fruits  of  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead  (1  Cor.  15:20,  23).  With  him  as 
risen,  the  new  creation  begins! 


After  Jesus  was  risen  -  not  before  -  he  inaugurated 
the  apostolic  mission  by  commissioning  the  discipled 
community  into  the  world.  The  apostolic  mission  is  his 
own  mission  as  risen  Lord.  The  risen  Lord  anoints  the 
discipled  community  with  the  authority  and  power 
given  him  by  the  Father  through  his  resurrection.  The 
discipling  community  goes  out  into  the  world  clothed 
with  the  mantle  of  resurrection  authority  and  power 
(Mt.  28:19-20).  Now  it  is  resurrection  authority  and 
power  that  is  effectively  at  work  in  the  world,  no  longer 
the  principalities  and  powers  of  his  present  evil  age! 
The  reign  of  the  age  to  come  has  begun! 

What  does  all  this  make  of  discipleship  -  which  includes 
being  discipled  and  discipling  the  nations?  It  makes 
discipleship  the  new  form  of  life  in  the  reality  of  the 
resurrection!  Discipleship  at  the  turn  of  the  ages  is 
resurrection  life! 

3.  Mission  and  the  New  Creation 

The  new  creation  begins!  It  must  continue  until  it 
is  completely  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  The 
renewal  and  transformation  of  creation  from  beginning 
to  end  is  the  mission  of  the  risen  and  reigning  Lord 
through  the  Spirit. 

And  who  is  the  risen  Lord's  earthly  agent  in  this 
mission?  He  has  commissioned  the  discipleship 
community  as  his  apostolic  agent!  Thus,  it  is  the  risen 
and  reigning  Lord  who  is  present  and  at  work  in  and 
through  his  commissioned  agent,  which  in  turn 
represents  him  in  what  it  says  and  does. 

Discipleship  is  thus  the  missionary  agency  for  the 
renewal  and  transformation  of  creation!  It  can  be  this  only  as 
a  part  of  the  new  creation  and  subject  to  its  power,  which  is 
resurrection  power! 

The  focus  of  the  mission  of  discipleship  is  creation 
(cf.  Mk.  16:15)  which  is  to  be  renewed  and  transformed. 
The  core-reality  of  creation,  however,  is  life  in  its  many 
diverse  forms,  the  crown  of  which  is  human  life  (cf. ' 
Gen.  1:24-31;  Jn.  1:3-4). 

Creation  as  a  whole  includes  the  conditions  and 
processes  that  make  life  possible  and  sustain  it  in  its 
being  and  becoming.  Life  is  lived  not  only  in  its  forms, 
conditions  and  processes  but  also  through  its 
possibilities  and  anticipations,  which  it  seeks  to  realize 
and  enjoy.  And  so  life  is  rich  and  multi-dimensional.  It 
is  physical,  personal,  social,  historical,  moral,  and 
cosmic.  It  even  has  the  promise  of  becoming  eternal  as 
its  destiny. 

I 

But  this  life  in  its  core  and  forms,  its  conditions  and 
processes,  its  possibilities  and  dreams,  its 
multi-dimensionality  and  richness  -  in  short,  the  whole 
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of  creation  -  has  been  distorted  and  threatened  with 
destruction  by  evil,  sin  and  death.  Thus,  to  redeem  hfe 
requires  nothing  less  than  the  renewal  and 
transformation  of  creation. 

The  raising  of  the  crucified  Christ  makes  him  "a 
life-giving  spirit"  so  that  through  him  life  is  justified, 
sanctified,  and  glorified  into  eternal  life  -  that  is  what 
the  new  creation  is  about  (1  Cor.  15:45;  Rom.  5:17-21; 
6:22-23). 

The  mission  of  resurrection  discipleship  as  the 
agent  of  the  new  creation  is  quite  simply  to  live  by  this 
truth  and  "confess"  it  in  the  midst  of  unbelief  in  a  world 
that  lives  by  so  much  that  is  empty  and  is  ironically 
dying  imperceptibly. 

Living  by  the  truth  of  the  resurrection  and 
confessing  it  always  take  place  in  a  world  that  is  hostile 
with  unbelief.  But  unbelief  is  not  the  absence  of  belief. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  believing  too  passionately  in  what 
is  not  worth  believing  ultimately  because  it  falls  short  of 
the  fullness  of  truth  and  does  not  fulfill  life  in  its 
abundance.  Unbelief  is  idolatrous  belief! 

To  confess  the  truth  of  the  resurrection  and  to  live  by  it 
so  that  in  God's  mercy  a  hostile  world  may  hear  and  see  and 
believe  and  so  be  renewed  and  transformed  -  that  is  a 
difference  that  discipleship  makes  (Rom.  10:8-17) 

I  visited  an  elderly  woman  one  Sunday  evening. 
She  was  dying  but  her  mind  was  clear.  When  she  found 
out  1  am  the  bishop,  she  said,  "Oh,  I  apologize  for  not 
going  to  church  this  morning,  but  I  sent  my  offering." 
Then  she  called  her  son  -  who  happened  to  be  the 
conference  lay  leader  -  and  enjoined  him  to  care  for  the 
work  of  the  church.  Her  daughter  said  to  me,"  I 
hesitated  to  show  mother  what  she'd  wear  in  her  wake. 
But  this  morning  when  I  sensed  that  the  end  is  near,  I 
showed  it  to  her.  When  she  saw  the  dress,  she  said, 
"Oh,  it  is  beautiful.  But  my  Father  will  give  me  a  dress 
more  beautiful  than  that."  That  was  her  way  of  saying: 
"The  perishable  would  put  on  the  imperishable,  the 
mortal  would  put  on  the  immortal."  When  1  was 
leaving,  I  shook  her  hand  and  felt  the  strength  of  her 
grip.  So  1  joked  with  her  and  said,  "Grandma,  you  are 
still  very  strong.  You  will  live  up  to  a  hundred  years." 
Then  she  called  her  son  and  asked,  "how  soon  is  that?" 
Her  son  replied,  "It  will  be  another  six  years."  Then  she 
said,  "Oh,  that  is  too  long,  I  am  going  home."  The 
following  morning  she  was  gone!  Putting  on  the 
imperishable  and  knowing  that  one  is  coming  home  at  the  end 
of  the  day  -  that  is  a  difference  that  the  risen  Lord  makes! 

Discipleship  as  agent  is  sent  and  so  it  must  go.  This 
sending  and  going  constitute  its  movement.  It  is  sent 
from  seeing  the  risen  Lord  into  the  world  of  darkness 


(Mt.  28:17,  19;Jn.  20:20-21).  It  is  sent  from  the  NOW  at 
the  turn  and  overlap  of  the  ages  into  this  present  evil 
age.  It  is  sent  from  new  creation,  which  count  for 
everything,  to  circumcision  and  uncircumcision,  which 
count  for  nothing!  While  it  is  no  longer  of  the  world,  it  is 
nevertheless  sent  to  it. 

Is  there  not  something  odd  or  curious  about  this? 
Why  would  one  who  has  seen  the  light  return  to  the 
world  of  darkness?  Is  not  the  desire  to  remain  in  the 
glow  of  transfiguration  a  temptation  to  discipleship 
(Mk.  9:2-5)? 

Moreover,  this  movement  of  sending  and  going 
entails  that  resurrection  discipleship  must  take  on  the 
form  of  the  world  that  is  passing  away  if  it  is  to  be  an 
effective  agent  for  redeeming  the  world  from  its  fate 
and  transform  it  into  its  rightful  destiny  in  Christ. 

Missional  solidarity  with  the  world  entails  a  form 
of  suffering  -  what  may  be  called  "discipleship 
suffering"  -  which  is  inescapable.  This  suffering  - 
patterned  after  the  "descent"  and  "ascent"  of  the  Christ 
-  is  the  way  discipleship  shares  in  and  "completes"  the 
suffering  of  Christ.  This  is  the  suffering  of  self-denial 
for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel.  This  is  the  cross  that 
discipleship  bears  as  it  seeks  to  bring  about  the  rebirth 
of  a  dying  world. 

Again,  it  may  be  asked:  why  would  anyone  go 
through  this  form  of  missional  vicarious  suffering?  The 
only  profoundly  adequate  answer  seems  to  be:  this  is 
quite  simply  the  way  of  discipleship,  and  it  cannot  be 
avoided  if  one  is  to  participate  in  the  apostolic  mission 
of  the  crucified  and  risen  Christ! 

The  early  Protestant  missionaries  who  came  to  the 
Philippines  risked  this  form  of  suffering.  Some  were 
young  and  fresh  from  college  or  seminary.  Some  were 
newly  married.  They  were  healthy  and  full  of  life.  They 
came  committed  to  serve  the  Gospel  in  a  land  whose 
people  and  culture  were  strange  and  whose  climate  and 
Ufe  conditions  were  inhospitable  to  them.  Within  three 
years  their  health  was  gone.  They  were  sick  of 
pneumonia,  malaria  or  tuberculosis,  or  amoebic 
dysentery.  They  pleaded  to  go  home  for  treatment  with 
the  intention  of  returning.  Because  they  shared  in  the 
suffering  of  Christ,  Protestant  Christianity  is  flourishing 
today  in  the  Philippines!  What  would  be  our  way  of 
sharing  in  the  suffering  of  Christ  today?  Will 
consuming  less  so  that  others  might  have  a  little  bit 
more  be  a  form  of  sharing  in  the  suffering  of  Christ 
today?  A  widow  was  being  admired  for  raising  seven 
children  and  sending  them  through  college.  "How  did 
you  do  it?"  asked  the  admirer.  She  replied,  "  I  learned 
to  live  on  less  because  I  had  so  much  more  to  live  for." 
Are  we  prepared  to  risk  this  form  of  suffering?  Will  you 
join  your  Bishops  in  bearing  the  cross  of  discipleship? 
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4.  Mission  as  Discipling  the  Nations. 

The  mission  to  which  discipleship  has  been 
commissioned  is  "to  make  disciples  of  all  nations."  The 
phrase  "all  nations"  refers  to  all  peoples  who  must  be 
understood  missiologically. 

For  one  thing,  people  are  no  doubt  to  be 
understood  as  God's  creation  whom  God  has  gifted 
with  life  and  all  its  possibilities.  Moreover,  God  has 
created  them  in  his  image  so  that  they  may  reflect  or 
mirror  God's  reality  in  all  of  creation.  If  human  life  is 
the  crown  of  God's  creative  activity,  then  human  beings 
reflect  the  dignity  and  power  of  God  as  Creator.  And  so 
reflecting  his  reality,  human  beings  are  good! 

Moreover,  human  beings  are  all  sinners  who  have 
fallen  short  of  the  glory  of  God  (Rom.  3:23)  and  thus  are 
subject  to  the  wrath  of  God.  The  life  gifted  them  by  God 
has  become  distorted  and  can  only  reflect  the  glory  of 
God  as  through  a  mirror  darkly.  Since  they  no  longer 
fulfill  God's  purpose  for  them,  they  are  threatened  by 
the  death  with  which  they  are  condemned.  They  face  a 
future  without  hope! 

And  finally,  God  proves  his  love  in  that  while 
human  beings  are  still  sinners,  Christ  at  the  right  time 
died  for  them,  and  thus  are  reconciled  to  God.  Having 
been  reconciled,  they  will  be  saved  by  his  life,  i.e.,  his 
resurrection  life  (Rom.5:6-n).  Upon  them  the  ends  of 
the  ages  have  turned.  The  NOW  of  the  day  of  salvation 
has  come.  The  new  creation  has  begun.  The  power  to 
make  disciples  already  reigns.  And  so  human  beings 
can  be  discipled!  And  those  who  will  disciple  them  have 
been  discipled  themselves;  they  demonstrate  the  reality 
of  discipleship. 

To  disciple  nations  is  to  renew  and  transform  the 
life-giving  elements  that  have  been  distorted  by  evil  ad 
sin.  Instead  of  culturing  death,  they  will  then  nurture 
life  in  all  its  manifold  abundance,  which  is  what  they  are 
meant  to  be  and  do  in  the  first  place! 

Discipling  the  nations  is  discipHng  human 
communities!  Reforming  the  nations  -  an  historic 
mission  of  the  people  called  Methodist  -  is  an  essential 
element  in  making  disciples  of  all  nations. 

Discipling  the  nations  entails  "baptizing"  them.  If 
one  is  baptized  into  Christ's  death,  he  or  she  is  also 
"united  in  a  resurrection  like  his"  so  that  one  "might 
walk  in  newness  of  life"  (6:4-5).  To  live  out  of  one's 
baptism  is  to  be  "ahve  to  God  in  Christ  Jesus"  (6: 1 0-1 1). 

To  be  ahve  to  God  in  baptism,  in  the  NOW  of  the 
day  of  salvation,  is  to  be  "taught"  in  the  ways  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Being  taught  is  being  formed  into  Christ  by  the 


Spirit,  so  that  one  becomes  a  transforming  agent  of  the 
new  creation! 

The  journey  of  discipleship  is  not  easy,  but  there  is 
one  who  promises  to  accompany  this  journey,  not  to 
make  it  easy,  but  to  help  complete  it,  no  matter  how 
difficult  it  may  be.  And  that  one  is  the  presence  of  the 
risen  reigning  Lord  through  his  spirit. 

The  Spirit  makes  it  possible  to  make  a  difference  in 
Christ  because  he  is  the  guarantee  that  the  good  work 
begun  in  Jesus  Christ  will  indeed  be  finally  fulfilled!  As 
we  continue  our  journey  in  discipleship  into  our 
globalizing  world  of  today,  on  whom  else  may  we 
depend? 

III.  Discipleship  is  an  Alternative  Life-style 

1.  Being  Different  as  Making  a  Difference. 

What  we  have  done  so  far  -  on  our  reading  of  the 
New  Testament  -  is  to  show  that  our  journey  in 
Christian  discipleship  is  shaped,  motivated,  and 
empowered  eschatologically. 

What  this  amounts  to  is  that  it  makes  Christian 
existence  different  from,  and  an  alternative  to,  any  and 
all  kinds  of  life-style.  Life-style  means  a  distinctive 
configuring  of  beliefs  and  practices  for  dealing  with  and 
living  in  the  world.  Beingformed  to  be  different  so  that  one 
can  make  a  difference  in  the  way  things  are-  that  is  what 
Christian  discipleship  is  all  about! 

The  test  of  discipleship  is  the  way  it  is  different 
from  -  and  is  an  alternative  to  -  the  life-styles  availabl 
in  the  world.  If  the  life-style  of  Christian  existence  is  so 
similar  to,  and  can  be  confused  with,  the  prevailing 
hfe-style  of  a  culture,  then  discipleship  has  lost  its 
"saltiness"  and  is  good  for  nothing  (Mt.  5:14-15).  This  i 
the  danger  faced  by  Christian  discipleship  in  Western 
culture,  especially  in  United  Methodism  which  is  too 
closely  identified  with  the  mainstream  of  American 
culture. 


Alternatively,  if  Christian  existence  is  so  different 
from  the  ways  of  a  people  and  is  regarded  as  an 
intolerable    "alien"    and    cannot    be    an    alternative 
life-world,  then  it  no  longer  "gives  light'  (Mt.  5:14-15) 
This  is  the  peril  faced  by  Christian  discipleship  i 
cultures  shaped  and  dominated  by  religions  other  thai 
Christianity. 

The  problem  of  Christian  existence  then  is  how 
be  both  "salt"  and  "light"  in  any  given  culture!  Thi 
was  basically  the  issue  faced  by  the  early  Christiai 
community  in  Corinth  which  was  struggling  to  develo] 
a  hfe-style  that  was  an  alternative  to  Jewish  and  Genti 
life-styles.    Paul's  advice  to  them  may  help  us  in  o' 
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search  for  a  style  of  life  that  is  an  alternative  to  a  flatly 
secular  or  a  religiously  world-denying  life- world. 

Paul  admonishes  the  Corinthian  Christians  "not  to 
desire  evil"  as  some  of  the  Israelites  in  their  journey  in 
the  wilderness  did.  An  example  of  a  specific  form  of 
evil  to  be  shunned  is  idolatry,  especially  when 
associated  with  a  sexually  promiscuous  culture  (1  Cor. 
10:7, 14;  cf.  Ex.  32:4,  6).  Does  this  ring  a  bell  with  us? 

Another  piece  of  advice  that  Paul  gives  is  for  the 
Corinthian  Christians  to  adopt  the  attitude  and  practice 
of  "having...  as  though  not  having"  with  respect  to  the 
institutions  and  values  of  a  culture  (1  Cor.  7:29-31 ).  This 
general  advice  covers  the  following: 

•  "having  wives"  -  which  by  extension  includes 
"having  husbands"  and  thus  entails  gender, 
sexuality,  marriage,  and  family  life; 


"mourning"  -  which  refers  to  the  causes  and 
forms  of  mourning  and  this  includes  diseases, 
misfortune,  broken  relations,  death; 


"rejoicing"  -  which  includes  reasons  and 
occasions  for  rejoicing,  such  as  play,  festival, 
good  fortune,  success; 


"buying  and  possessing'  -  which  covers  the 
whole  of  economic  activity; 


•  "dealing  with  the  world"  -  which  means 
knowing  it  and  behaving  towards  it  in  a  variety 
of  ways. 

These  are  iristitutionalized  values  and  practices 
that  one  needs  and  must  have.  But  now  since  "the 
appointed  time  has  grown  short,"  and  "the  form  of  this 
world  is  passing  away,"  their  necessity  and  value  have 
been  relativized.  One  must  not  care  for  them  and 
possess  them  as  absolutely  important.  Something 
genuinely  ultimate  has  arrived,  namely,  "the  affairs  of 
the  Lord."  The  right  ordering  of  things  is  that  of 
"unhindered  devotion  to  the  Lord"  (ICor.  7:35). 

Finally,  Paul  gives  a  comprehensive  instruction 
that  seems  contrary  to  the  one  just  mentioned  above. 
Paul  says  to  the  Corinthians:  "So  let  no  one  boast  about 
human  leaders.  For  all  things  are  yours,  whether  Paul 
or  Apollos  or  Cephas  or  the  world  or  life  or  death  or  the 
present  or  the  future  -  all  belong  to  you,  and  you  belong 
to  Christ,  and  Christ  belongs  to  God"  (1  Cor.  3:21-23;  cf. 
Rom.  8:38-39). 


As  all  things  belong  to  God,  so  all  things  also 
belong  to  Christ,  including  the  Christian  community 
since  it  cannot  now  belong  to  itself  because  it  has  been 
bought  with  a  price  (1  Cor.  6:20;  7:23). 

Because  Christians  have  been  freed  from  sin  and 
now  belong  to  Christ  in  discipleship,  they  are  free  for 
the  world  as  belonging  to  them  and  so  must  claim  it  as 
their  in  Christ. 

It  is  not  the  "wisdom  of  this  age"  that  confers  the 
right  to  own  all  things,  but  God's  love  for  all  things  in 
Christ  who  gives  them  to  discipleship  as  belonging  to  it 
and  confers  to  it  the  right  to  claim  them. 

It  is  precisely  the  claiming  of  all  things  for  their 
transformation  in  Christ  that  constitutes  the  mission  of 
discipleship  as  the  agent  of  the  new  creation. 
Traditionally  we  have  claimed  peoples  for  salvation  in 
Christ  through  our  mission  of  "spreading  Scriptural 
holiness."  We  have  also  claimed  societies  and  their 
institutions  and  structures  for  Christ  through  our 
mission  of  "reforming  the  nation."  We  must  continue 
both  aspects  of  our  historic  mission  more  faithfully.  But 
now  claiming  "all  things  in  Christ"  includes  not  only 
peoples  and  societies  but  all  of  creation  as  God's  in 
Christ.  We  are  implicated  in  the  modem  effort  of 
altering  creation  into  "nature"  as  the  object  of  human 
knowing,  manipulation,  distortion,  and  destruction 
through  science,  technology,  and  a  style  of  life  whose 
consumption  of  goods  and  services  knows  no  limit.  We 
must  reclaim  nature  as  God's  creation,  as  the  theater  of 
his  glory,  as  having  the  right  to  preserve  it  in  its  being 
and  integrity  and  to  fulfill  God's  purpose  for  it  in  the 
new  order  of  things  which  the  New 


Testament    calls    "the    new    creation" 
denigrating  the  human  benefit  from  it!  May 


without 


we  add  this  concern  to  our  mission  as  agent  of  the 
new  creation  and  join  hands  to  carry  it  out?  Is  not 
discipleship  the  stewardship  of  all  creation? 

Three  elemental  factors  are  essential  to  the 
life-style  of  Christian  discipleship:  First,  the  renouncing 
of  evil  and  sin.  Second,  dealing  with  the  world  but  not 
taking  it  as  an  "ultimate  concern".  And  third,  claiming 
all  things  in  Christ  for  God. 

Configured  together  in  Christ  through  the  power 
of  the  Spirit,  these  three  factors  constitute  the  life  of 
discipleship  as  an  alternative  to  any  life-style  that  may 
be  available  in  the  world.  Will  you  join  your  Bishops  in 
living  this  life-style? 
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IV.  Discipleship  is  Faith 
Working  through  Love 

How  does  discipleship  work  as  an  alternative  way 
of  life  in  the  world?  Perhaps,  the  best  answer  in  a 
nutshell  is  in  Paul's  formula-like  phrase,  "faith  working 
through  love"  (Gal.  5:6;  cf.  1  Cor.  12:31b-13:l-3;  Eph. 
4:15).  To  show  the  sense  and  direction  in  which  love 
makes  a  difference,  let  us  look  at  how  this  plays  out  in 
three  major  global  issues:  freedom,  justice,  and 
community. 

1 .  Freedom  Governed  by  Love. 

A  most  important  and  exciting  event  in  modem 
history  has  been  the  discovery  that  freedom  is  the 
defining  essence  of  human  dignity.  This  discovery  has 
unleashed  various  revolutionary  movements  to  secure 
liberty  by  overthrowing  all  forms  of  oppression.  A 
characteristic  understanding  of  freedom  drives  these 
movements:  it  is  freedom  from  and  so  freedom  means 
liberation. 

The  idea  of  freedom  as  liberation  reasonates  with 
many  metaphors  used  to  convey  the  idea  of  salvation: 
ro  redeem,  to  ransom,  to  rescue,  and  to  make  room. 

However,  God's  love  for  us  in  Christ  is  the  source 
of  the  freedom  that  defines  our  dignity  as  human 
beings.  Love  is  the  source  of  freedom  that  dignifies. 

Merely  being  free  does  not  define  our  dignity; 
being  free  as  the  expression  of  love  does!  It  is 
undignified  of  us  to  use  our  freedom  to  oppress,  to 
exploit,  to  despise,  to  harm,  to  violate  another.  But  do 
we  fully  express  our  dignity  when  we  only  freely 
"pursue  our  own  good  in  our  own  way  so  long  as  we  do 
not  deprive  others  or  impede  their  efforts  to  obtain  it?" 
(J.S.  Mill,  On  Liberty,  1859;  Harmondsworth:  Penguin, 
1985,p.72). 

Still  more  is  demanded  by  human  dignity  as  love 
expressed  in  freedom  for  freedom.  Paul  tells  the 
Galatians,  since  "you  were  called  to  freedom...  do  not 
use  your  freedom  in  self-indulgence"  (Gal.  5:13).  And 
he  goes  on  to  say:  "Use  your  freedom  as  an  opportunity 
through  love  to  become  slaves  to  one  another  by  loving 
one  another  as  your  neighbors"  (Gal.  5:13-14). 

The  right  way  to  express  love  is  to  freely  and 
actively  do  the  good  that  benefits  another.  This  requires 
more  than  merely  respecting  the  other's  rights.  It 
demands  more  than  simply  pursuing  one's  own  good  in 
one's  own  way.  It  demands  doing  the  good  that 
overcomes  evil  and  so  leads  to  freedom! 

Here  we  have  in  a  nutshell  the  difference  that  love 
makes  with  respect  to  freedom!  Making  that  difference 


is  the  task  of  discipleship!  Will  you  join  your  Bishops  in 
making  that  difference?  But  how  may  this  be  done  to 
the  other  not  just  as  an  individual  but  as  an  individual 
but  as  a  community? 

2.  Justice  is  the  Form  of  Love  in  Community 

And  so  we  come  to  the  issue  of  how  love  is 
expressed  in  freedom  for  the  good  of  the  community. 
The  Christian  solution  to  this  problem  is  love  forming  the 
community  in  righteousness.  Justice  is  the  form  of  love  in 
ordering  community. 

Today  there  are  cries  for  justice  from  persons 
within  societies  and  from  societies  the  world  over!  If 
there  is  justice  at  all,  it  is  only  in  fragments  as  relics  of 
societies  that  have  had  their  day  (Alasdair  Maclntyre). 
Today  societies  are  being  drawn  into  global  interaction 
and  hopefully  into  global  community.  And  so  there  is 
need  for  justice  on  a  global  scale  that  would  form 
humanity  into  a  global  community.  But  is  this 
forthcoming?  So  far,  in  response  to  the  cries  for  justice, 
we  only  have  theories  of  justice  whose  deficiencies  are 
sharply  disclosed  as  they  seek  to  structure  communities 
torn  apart  by  injustice. 

How  does  faith  working  through  love  make  for 
justice? 

Justice  as  right  relationships  (righteousness)  is 
what  orders  a  community  well  and  it  is  what  love  seeks 
to  achieve.  Love  does  this  when  it  establishes  right 
relations,  respects  rights,  motivates  good  deeds  and 
right  action,  legislates  just  laws,  produces  and 
distributes  goods  and  services  fairly,  including  the 
special  care  of  the  widow,  the  orphan,  the  alien,  the 
outcast  or  marginalized,  and  promotes  the  values, 
processes,  and  structures  that  make  for  wholeness  and 
community.  When  love  succeeds  in  caring  for  the 
victim  of  injustice  and  rectifies  the  wrong  and  restores 
order  in  any  measure,  to  that  degree,  justice  is  served. 
When  slavery  is  outlawed,  that  is  a  measure  of  justice. 
When  apartheid  is  abolished,  that  is  justice.  When 
colonies  are  freed,  that  is  justice.  When  labor  can 
bargain  for  its  welfare,  that  is  justice.  When  the  playing 
field  is  leveled  and  fair  competition  takes  place,  that  is 
justice.  When  the  poor  are  enabled  to  compete  for  their 
well-being  and  succeed,  that  is  justice!  Need  we  say 
more?  Will  you  join  your  Bishops  in  the  struggle  for 
justice  in  any  measure  and  in  any  form  as  the  ordering 
expression  of  love? 

Love  not  only  creates  right  relations  and  heals 
them  when  broken.  Love  also  releases  the  energies  and 
potentialities  of  the  parties  in  relationship  and  moves 
them  toward  their  fulfillment  in  a  whole  that  unites  all 
things  and  peoples  and  fulfills  their  destiny. 
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In  the  end,  when  love  is  fulfilled  in  justice,  the 
distinction  we  make  between  them  evaporates,  for  now 
they  coincide.  Justice  saves  and  love  is  just.  God  is  just  in 
his  loving  and  saving  in  his  justice.  There  is  now  only  the 
harmony  and  the  peace  that  passes  understanding. 

Urve  envisioning  justice  as  the  right  ordering  of 
community  is  a  task  of  discipleship.  May  we  join  hands  in 
carrying  out  this  task? 

What  sort  of  community  is  ordered  by  justice  as 
envisioned  by  love? 


2.  Love  Makes  Community  All-inclusive 

The  community  of  love  is  not  only  free  and  just  but 
also  all-inclusive.  Normally,  community  is  built 
through  what  is  shared  in  common,  such  as  common 
humanity,  race,  culture,  language,  values,  tradition,  etc. 
What  is  shared  in  common  is  what  unifies,  and  unity  is 
the  bond  of  community.  Moral  norms  and  standards 
reflect  moral  consensus  and  they  are  used  to  evaluate  or 
judge  what  deviates  from  or  violates  the  common. 

But  from  the  perspective  of  faith  working  through 
love,  it  appears  that  community  based  on  what  is 
common  or  shared  in  common  is  not  large  or  inclusive 
enough,  because  it  excludes  what  it  judges  to  be 
different  from  what  it  holds  as  common.  It  uses  it  own 
norms  and  standards  to  determine  what  is  different.  It 
would  still  be  morally  just  if  the  result  of  the  evaluation 
is  to  acknowledge  and  respect  difference.  But 
sometimes  the  evaluation  goes  so  far  as  to  exclude  the 
genuinely  different  from  community.  The  common  that 
makes  for  community  not  only  unites,  it  also  divides  from, 
and  excludes  out,  the  genuinely  different!  Your  Bishops 
suggest  that  we  must  now  include  the  genuinely 
different  as  an  essential  factor  in  a  more-inclusive 
community. 

There  are  many  forms  of  genuine  difference  that 
we  must  take  into  account,  such  as  sexuality,  race, 
ethnicity,  culture,  ideology.  We  must  acknowledge  the 
real  difference  they  represent  and  include  them  in  a 
more  inclusive  community.  In  a  globalizing  world  real 
differences  will  unavoidably  come  into  close  encounter. 
This  is  already  happening  among  the  people  called 
Methodist  whose  congregations  aim  at  deliberately 
becoming  more  multi-racial  and  multi-cultural.   From 


the  perspective  of  discipleship,  do  we  have  a  choice 
except  to  create  a  larger  and  more  inclusive  community, 
one  that  is  built  on  both  the  common  and  the  different 
and  encompassing  the  whole  globe?  And  is  there  a  way 
to  do  this  other  than  by  faith  working  through  love?  Is 
not  God  One-in-Three  and  Three-in-One?  Is  not  God 
the  One  in  the  Many  and  the  Many  in  the  One!  And  is 
not  love  the  bond  that  unites  the  One  and  the  Many?  Is 
this  not  our  vision  of  a  more  inclusive  community?  Will 
you  join  your  Bishops  in  realizing  this  vision  no  matter 
how  difficult  in  may  be? 

To  conclude:  Your  Bishops  believe  that  the  making 
of  people  as  disciples  of  the  Crucified  and  Risen  Lord 
and  forming  them  into  a  community  of  discipleship  is 
the  most  radically  significant  event  that  can  happen  to 
humanity  and  to  the  world.  We  have  seen  that  it  is  only 
possible  at  the  turn  of  the  ages  in  Jesus  Christ.  In 
relation  to  God  its  significance  is  that  discipleship 
through  the  Spirit  unites  people  to  Christ  who  is  the  Son 
of  God  and  so  are  made  to  participate  through  the  same 
Spirit  in  the  Son's  filial  relationship  to  the  Father. 
Discipleship  makes  people  the  children  of  God,  and  if 
children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God  and  joint-heirs  with 
Christ  (Rom.  8:16-17),  and  so  they  can  cry  "Abba! 
Father."  Discipleship  is  life  in  the  sphere  of  the  love  of 
the  Trinitarian  God! 

In  relation  to  the  world,  discipleship  is  the  only 
alternative  lifestyle  in  the  world  that  has  a  future  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  The  turn  of  the  ages  provides  a 
temporal  standing  ground  for  discipleship  in  the  NOW 
of  the  day  of  salvation.  From  this  NOW  discipleship 
moves  in  mission  into  the  world  to  make  a  difference  in 
the  way  people  live  in  freedom,  justice,  and  community 
in  the  sure  hope  that  in  the  end  God  shall  be  all  in  all! 
The  church  as  the  discipled  community  embodies  the 
grace  of  God  in  Christ  through  the  Spirit  and  so  it  is  the 
means  of  grace  in  the  world.  Is  it  any  wonder  then  that 
the  making  of  disciples  is  our  mission?  If  so,  let  us  get  on 
with  it.  And  may  God  bless  us  all. 

For  the  Council  of  Bishops 

Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil,  Presenter 

Bishop  Robert  Morgan,  President 

Bishop  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader,  Secretary 
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Rules  of  Order  and  the  Plan  of  Organization 
of  the  2000  General  Conference 


Preamble 


From  the  days  of  Wesley,  the  "People 
called  Methodist"  have  gathered  in 
'conference.'  The  early  Methodists  at- 
tended to  practical  affairs  of  the  move- 
ment but  focused  primarily  on  the 
spiritual  affairs  and  on  the  vision  of 
"spreading  scriptural  holiness 
throughout  the  land."  'Conferencing,' 
the  coming  together  to  be  of  one  mind 
and  to  know  the  mind  of  Christ  is  our 
legacy.  'Conferencing'  must  not  be  lost 
in  our  conferences. 

The  General  Conference  is  the  repre- 
sentative, deliberative  body  for  the 
Church.  It  has  developed  an  orderly, 
rational  and  fair  process  for  making 
majority  decisions  in  the  practical  af- 
fairs of  the  Church.  Yet,  it  also  protects 
the  rights  of  minority  positions.  There 
is  no  substitute  for  such  careful  deliber- 
ation. 

However,  the  spiritual  affairs  of  the 
Church  and  its  Mission  are  always  be- 
fore the  body  whether  or  not  they  are 
apparent  in  the  passions  of  debate  on 
temporal  affairs.  The  General  Confer- 
ence has  spiritual  and  prophetic  leader- 
ship which  must  always  form  the 
context  of  its  governance. 

All  through  our  history,  there  have 
been  powerful  and  committed  groups 
in  tension  with  each  other  to  win  major- 
ity position.  For  example,  'confes- 
sional' Wesleyans  and  'experiential' 
Wesleyans  have  vied  for  the  hearts  of 
the  people  since  the  time  of  Whitefield 
and  Wesley.  At  particular  points  in  our 
history,  social  forces  have  pulled  us 
apart  and,  in  the  case  of  the  slavery  is- 
sue, produced  schism. 

In  that  case,  we  have  come  back  to- 
gether in  the  firm  conviction  that  the 
unity  of  United  Methodism  is  God's 
will  and  the  best  way  to  "spread  scrip- 
tural holiness"  in  a  global  movement  of 
the  "People  called  Methodist." 


To  learn  the  wisdom  in  the  theologi- 
cal and  spiritual  tensions;  and  to  focus 
our  vision  of  God's  will  for  us  amid 
conflicting  issues  of  our  times  we  must; 
First,  recognize  that  our  Plan  of  Organi- 
zation must  be  honored  with  integrity 
by  all.  However,  at  the  same  time  it 
must  be  open  to  prayerful  discernment 
of  God's  will  for  us.  Second,  there  will 
be  times,  in  the  midst  of  deliberation, 
when  we  will  need  to  stop,  pray  to- 
gether, listen  in  silence  together,  and  re- 
focus  our  common  vision  of  where  the 
Spirit  is  leading  the  Church. 

The  times  of  prayer  and  discernment 
may  be  varied  and  surprising.  While 
they  do  not  substitute  for  decent  and 
orderly  debate,  they  do  serve  to  hold 
our  temporal  affairs  up  to  the  light  of 
the  larger,  common  vision  for  the  "Peo- 
ple called  Methodist." 


Plan  of  Organization 


1.  Opening  Session  and  Organization 

The  General  Conference  will  assem- 
ble on  the  day  fixed  at  the  place  desig- 
nated in  accordance  with  the  action 
taken  by  the  preceding  General  Con- 
ference or  the  Commission  on  the  Gen- 
eral Conference.  The  Holy 
Communion  and  Memorial  Service 
shall  be  celebrated  by  the  Conference, 
the  Council  of  Bishops  being  in  charge. 
During  the  Memorial  Service,  there 
shall  be  called  the  names  of  the  bishops 
and  bishops'  spouses  who  have  died 
since  the  adjournment  of  the  preceding 
General  Conference,  and  likewise  the 
names  of  the  delegates-elect  who  have 
died.  The  opening  business  session  of 
the  Conference  shall  be  on  the  day  and 
at  the  hour  fixed  by  the  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  and  shall  be 
called  to  order  by  the  bishop  desig- 
nated, as  provided  in  the  Discipline 
115.11. 

The  following  order  of  business  shall 
be  observed: 


A.  Roll  Call.  The  record  of  attendance 
shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  General  Conference  by: 

(1)  The  Secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  for  the  bishops, 

(2)  The  Secretary  of  the  Judicial 
Council  for  that  body, 

(3)  The  General  Secretary  of  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Ministries  for  all  gen- 
eral secretaries, 

(4)  The  chairperson  of  each  delega- 
tion for  its  membership.  The  chairper- 
son shall  be  provided  with  a  form  on 
which  to  report  daily  the  attendance  of 
its  members.  Any  reserve  seated  in  the 
place  of  a  regular  delegate  shall  have 
been  duly  elected  as  a  reserve  delegate 
by  the  Annual  Conference  and  shall 
meet  the  requirements  set  forth  in  the 
Discipline  32-34.  Delegates,  including 
reserves  when  the  latter  are  substituted 
for  a  delegate  or  delegates,  shall  be 
seated  in  the  order  of  their  election,  ex- 
cept when  a  reserve  is  seated  tempo- 
rarily, in  which  case  the  reserve  shall 
occupy  the  seat  of  the  delegate  for 
whom  the  substitution  is  made.  All  del- 
egates arriving  after  the  opening  roll 
call  shall  be  reported  by  the  chairper- 
son of  the  delegation  to  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  (See  section  VIII. A.4. 
and  Rule  5.  See  also  Discipline  506  de- 
fining a  Quorum.)  and 

(5)  The  c  person  of  the  delegation 
for  affiliated  Autonomous  Methodist 
and  United  Churches  delegations. 

B.  Establish  the  bar  of  the  conference. 

C.  Report  of  The  Commission  on  The 
General  Conference. 

D.  Report  of  The  Plan  of  Organiza- 
tion and  Rules  of  Order. 

E.  Elections 

(1)  Coordinator  of  Calendar.  (See 
IV-C) 

(2)  Committee  on  The  Plan  of  Organi- 
zation and  Rules  of  Order. 

F.  Report  of  Committee  on  Agenda. 
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G.  Miscellaneous  Business. 
H.  Adjournment. 

II.  Episcopal  and  Laity  Addresses 

The  Quadrennial  Address  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  shall  be  delivered 
early  in  the  Conference,  at  such  hour  as 
determined  by  the  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference. 

The  Quadrennial  Address  of  the  La- 
ity shall  be  delivered  early  in  the  Con- 
ference, at  such  hour  as  determined  by 
the  Commission  on  the  General  Confer- 
ence. The  National  Association  of  An- 
nual Conference  Lay  Leaders  shall 
coordinate  the  preparation  and  presen- 
tation of  the  Quadrennial  Lay  Address 
from  submissions  by  annual  confer- 
ence lay  leaders.  This  opportunity  shall 
be  of)en  to  all  annual  conference  lay 
leaders  in  Africa,  Asia,  Europe,  and 
\orth  America. 

III.  Presiding  Officers 

The  presiding  officers  for  the  several 
sessions  of  the  Conference,  the  opening 
session  excepted  (See  Section  I,  above), 
shall  be  chosen  from  among  the  effec- 
tive bishops  by  the  Committee  on  Pre- 
siding Officers.  (See  Section  VII1A.6.) 

IV.  Secretarial  Staff 

A.  The  Secretary  of  the  General  Con- 
ference shall  be  responsible  for  all  func- 
tions of  the  office  in  preparation  for  the 
session  of  the  General  Conference. 

B.  The  secretary  shall  select  p>ersons 
from  the  clergy  and  lay  membership  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to  serve 
on  the  secretarial  support  staff. 

C.  The  Conference  shall  elect,  ufwn 
nomination  by  the  Secretary,  a  Coordi- 
nator of  Calendar,  who  shall  assist  the 
Committee  on  Agenda  and  Calendar  in 
presenting  reports  in  such  order  as  to 
expedite  the  business  of  the  Confer- 
ence, as  well  as  in  other  responsibilities 
of  the  committee.  (See  I.E.I  and 
VIII.A.l). 

D.  After  ascertaining  that  petitions, 
resolutions,  and  similar  communica- 
tions in  hand  and  dealing  with  the  reg- 
ular business  of  the  Conference  meet 
the  requirement  of  507  of  The  Book  of 
Disciplme,  the  Secretary  shall  be  re- 
-ponsible  for  preparing  the  same  for 
reference  to  the  appropriate  legislative 
committee,  subject  to  review  by  the 
Committee  on  Reference.  (See  Section 
V'lll  A.7.)  In  the  case  of  a  single  petition 
~  igned  by  a  number  of  people,  the  Com- 


mittee need  print  only  the  name  of  the 
first  signer  with  an  indication  of  the  to- 
tal number  of  signers. 

E.  The  work  of  the  Secretary  shall  be 
supervised  by  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference.  A  budget  for  the  work  of 
the  Secretary  shall  be  presented  by  the 
Commission  on  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration.  Such  budget  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  General  Administra- 
tion Fund. 

F.  If  in  the  interim  of  the  quadrennial 
sessions  of  the  General  Conference  the 
office  of  Secretary  shall  for  any  reason 
be  vacated,  the  Council  of  Bishops  shall 
elect  a  successor  to  serve  until  the  next 


V.  Nominations  and  Elections 

The  Secretary  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence shall  develop  a  time  line  for  the 
submission  of  nominations  and  elec- 
tions/appointments by  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  In  making  these  nominations, 
elections  and  appointments,  attention 
shall  be  given  to  ensuring  continuity  of 
membership  from  the  previous  qua- 
drennium. 

It  shall  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  present  nomina- 
tions for  The  Commission  on  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  Committee  on  Plan  of 
Organization  and  Rules  of  Order,  Com- 
mission on  Central  Conference  Affairs, 
General  Conference  standing  commit- 
tees, and  secretary-  designate  of  The 
General  Conference.  These  nomina- 
tions shall  be  presented  to  the  General 
Conference  for  election. 

Disciplinary  provisions  shall  govern 
the  nomination  and  election  proce- 
dures for: 

General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration (1805.1) 

General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits  (11502.1) 

General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  (11704.2) 

The  University  Senate  (11417.2) 

The  Judicial  Council  (1  2602,  2603, 
2604.1) 

Episcopal  membership  on: 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

(1  705.4d) 


General  Board  of  Discipleship 
(1705.4d) 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(11705.4d,  1311.6) 

General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  (1705.4d) 

VI.  Commission  on  The  General  Con- 
ference 

A.  There  shall  be  a  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  composed  of 
one  clergy  and  one  layperson  from  each 
Jurisdiction  and  four  mem- 
bers-at-large,  at  least  one  of  whom 
should  be  lay  and  one  clergy  from  the 
Central  Conferences  of  the  continents 
of  Africa,  Asia  and  Europe.  They  shall 
be  nominated  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
at  its  Fall  meeting  next  preceding  the 
General  Conference  and  elected  by  the 
General  Conference  for  a  term  of  eight 
years;  half  of  the  members  shall  be 
elected  by  the  General  Conference  each 
quadrennium.  If  vacancies  occur,  the 
(Zouncil  of  Bishops  shall  elect  succes- 
sors to  serve  until  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Conference  and  then  nominate 
for  election  by  the  General  C»nference 
persons  to  serve  any  remainder  of  the 
term.  The  Secretary  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, the  Treasurer  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion, and  the  Business  Manager  of  the 
General  Conference  shall  also  be 
ex-officio  members  but  without  vote. 
The  Commission  may  elect  three  addi- 
tional members-at-large  for  each  qua- 
drennium, providing  that  one  of  these 
additional  members  shall  be  the  chair- 
person of  the  local  Host  Committee  in 
the  Annual  Conference  which  will  be 
the  site  of  the  next  General  Conference. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  shall  desig- 
nate one  of  its  members  to  convene  and 
organize  the  Commission  before  the 
adjournment  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

B.  This  Commission  shall  determine 
the  place  and  time  (within  such  limits 
as  may  be  set  up  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence) of  the  next  General  Conference 
and  shall  send  an  official  notice  to  all 
elected  delegates  announcing  specifi- 
cally the  opening  day  and  hour  of  the 
General  Conference  and  anticipated 
time  of  adjournment.  It  shall  further 
advise  the  General  Conference  dele- 
gates in  advance  of  all  such  special 
events  and  orders  of  (he  day,  the  dales 
and  limes  of  which  have  been  deter- 
mined prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Gen- 
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eral  Conference,  in  order  that  the 
delegates  may  have  an  overview  of  the 
General  Conference  program.  The 
Commission  shall  make  all  necessary 
arrangements,  including  arrangements 
for  the  publication  of  the  Daily  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  quadrennial  reports 
of  the  general  agencies  of  the  church, 
the  same  to  be  published  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  The 
Daily  Christian  Advocate  shall  print 
the  list  of  nominees  for  election  to  the 
Judicial  Council,  with  biographical 
sketches  not  to  exceed  100  words  in 
length  for  each  nominee. 

C.  The  Commission  shall  take  the 
necessary  measures  to  assure  full  par- 
ticipation of  all  General  Conference 
Delegates,  including  providing  accom- 
modation for  language,  physical  chal- 
lenges and  access  to  approved  licensed 
childcare  during  the  session  at  or  near 
the  site  of  the  General  Conference  for 
children  of  elected  General  Conference 
Delegates. 

D.  The  Commission  shall  plan  the 
schedule  for  the  opening  day  of  the 
Conference. 

E.  The  Commission  shall  recommend 
to  the  General  Conference  the  per  dierh 
allowance  to  be  paid  to  the  elected  dele- 
gates. (See  Section  X.) 

F.  The  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  the 
Commission  on  the  General  Confer- 
ence, shall  issue  invitations  to  ecumeni- 
cal representatives  after  consultation 
with  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  The 
General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns.  The 
Commission  shall  arrange  for  local  hos- 
pitality and  presentation  of  ecumenical 
representatives  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

G.  The  Commission  is  authorized,  if 
it  deems  it  advisable,  to  select  the  site  of 
the  General  Conference  up  to  four  qua- 
drennia  in  advance. 

H.  TheGeneralSecretary  of  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis- 
tration shall  confer  with  the 
Commission  on  the  General  Confer- 
ence through  its  chairperson  concern- 
ing the  selection  and  performance 
review  of  the  Business  Manager  of  the 
General  Conference. 

VII  Plan  of  Organization  and  Rules 
of  Order 

A.  There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Plan 
of  Organization  and  Rules  of  Order 
composed  of  ten  lay  and  clergy  mem- 


bers, including  membership  from  each 
of  the  Jurisdictions  and  from  the  Cen- 
tral Conferences  of  the  continents  of  Af- 
rica, Asia  and  Europe,  nominated  from 
the  elected  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  at 
its  Fall  meeting  preceding  the  General 
Conference  and  elected  by  the  General 
Conference  to  serve  until  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Conference.  Mem- 
bers may  be  elected  for  additional 
terms  of  four  years,  provided  no  more 
than  four  members  of  the  new  commit- 
tee are  returning  members.  If  vacancies 
occur,  the  Council  of  Bishops  shall  elect 
successors  to  serve  until  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Conference.  The 
Secretary  and  Business  Manager  of  the 
Conference  shall  be  ex-officio  members 
without  vote.  The  Council  of  Bishops 
shall  designate  one  of  its  members  to 
convene  and  organize  this  committee 
after  it  is  elected. 

Outgoing  members  of  the  committee 
present  at  General  Conference  may 
meet  with  the  newly  elected  committee 
during  the  current  sessions  of  General 
Conference.  These  outgoing  members 
will  have  voice  but  no  vote. 

B.  To  this  committee  shall  be  referred 
any  proposed  amendments  to  the  Plan 
of  Organization  and  Rules  of  Order 
(See  Rule  40).  To  it  may  be  referred  any 
other  matters  relating  to  parliamentary 
order  or  procedure  in  the  business  of 
the  General  Conference. 

C.  This  committee  shall  serve  as  an 
Interim  Committee  between  sessions  of 
the  General  Conference.  The  commit- 
tee shall  restudy  the  Plan  of  Organiza- 
tion and  Rules  of  Order  and  make 
needed  changes  and  adaptations  and, 
after  printing  in  the  Advance  DCA, 
shall  present  them  to  the  General  Con- 
ference for  consideration  and  final  ac- 
tion, same  to  be  published  in  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  which  serves  as  the 
Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 

D.  The  Plan  of  Organization  and 
Rules  of  Order  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence shall  be  the  Plan  of  Organization 
and  Rules  of  Order  as  published  in  the 
journal  of  the  preceding  General  Con- 
ference until  they  have  been  altered  or 
modified  by  action  of  the  General  Con- 
ference (Discipline  TI505.) 

VIII.  Committees 

The  General  Conference  shall  have 
the  standing  committees  hereinafter  in- 
dicated, with  such  functions,  responsi- 
bilities, and  limitations  respectively  as 


are  hereinafter  prescribed,  and  such 
special  committees  as  it  may  order. 

A.  Standing  Administrative  Com- 
mittees 

The  members  of  the  following  com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Bishops  at  its  Fall  meeting 
preceding  the  General  Conference.  All 
except  the  Committee  on  Correlation 
and  Editorial  Revision  shall  be  from  the 
elected  delegates  to  the  General  Con- 
ference. (See  Section  V.)  Members  of 
standing  administrative  committees 
which  meet  prior  to  the  day  on  which 
the  General  Conference  convenes,  shall 
receive  the  delegate  per  diem  for  each 
additional  day  on  which  their  atten- 
dance is  required.  Delegates  who  are 
appointed  to  such  committees  less  than 
60  days  prior  to  the  opening  session  of 
General  Conference  shall  be  entitled  to 
reimbursement  for  any  additional 
transportation  costs. 


(1)  Agenda  and  Calendar. 

(a)  There  shall  be  a  Committee  on 
Agenda  and  Calendar  composed  of  ten 
members,  at  least  five  of  whom  shall  be 
laypersons,  to  be  constituted  as  follows: 
one  from  each  Jurisdiction,  one  from 
the  Central  Conferences  of  each  of  the 
continents  of  Africa,  Asia,  and  Europe, 
the  Coordinator  of  the  Calendar,  and 
the  chairperson  or  substitute  for  the 
Chairperson  of  the  Program  Commit- 
tee of  the  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference.  No  member  of  the  com- 
mittee shall  be  chairperson  of  a  Stand- 
ing Legislative  Committee  or  staff 
person  of  any  general  agency.  The 
Committee  shall  be  convened,  for  the 
purpose  of  organization,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  General  Conference  at  least 
the  day  before  the  opening  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

Following  the  presentation  and  adop>- 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  at  the  opening 
session  of  the  General  Conference,  the 
Committee  on  Agenda  and  Calendar 
shall  immediately  become  responsible 
for  guiding  the  order  of  business  of  the 
Conference. 

(b)  The  Committee  on  Agenda  and 
Calendar  shall: 

(1)  Present  calendar  reports  in  such 
an  order  as  to  expedite  the  business  of 
the  Conference, 

(2)  Inform  the  bishop  presiding  as 
soon  as  possible  of  the  agenda  items,  in- 
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eluding  order  of  priority,  to  be  consid- 
ered, 

(3)  Keep  an  overview  of  calendar 
progress; 

(4)  Report  to  each  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  recommendations  con- 
cerning business  agenda,  including 
time  allocation  and  order  in  which  leg- 
islative committee  reports  shall  be  pre- 
sented; 

(5)  Give  priority  to  calendar  items  as 
soon  as  they  are  available; 

(6)  Give  priority  to  calendar  items  in- 
volving minority  rep)orts; 

(7)  Announce,  at  the  last  plenary  ses- 
sion of  each  day,  a  tentative  agenda  for 
the  next  day; 

(8)  Consult  daily  with  the  legislative 
committee  chairpiersons  to  expedite  the 
business  of  the  General  Conference; 
and 

(9)  Receive  all  requests  for  special  or- 
ders of  the  day,  except  those  requested 
in  the  rejx)rt  of  the  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference  on  the  first  day  of 
the  Conference. 

c)  Proposals,  questions,  communica- 
tions, resolutions,  and  other  matters 
not  included  in  the  regular  business  of 
the  General  Conference  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Agenda  and 
Calendar  without  motion  or  debate. 
TTiis  committee  shall  determine 
whether  or  not  the  matter  presented 
shall  be  considered  by  the  General  Con- 
ference. Appeal  from  the  decision  of 
this  committee  may  be  presented  to  the 
Conference  up)on  the  written  signature 
of  twenty  delegates,  and  the  item  shall 
be  presented  to  the  Conference  if  the 
appeal  is  supported  by  a  one-third  vote. 

(2)  Correlation  and  Editorial  Revi- 


There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Corre- 
lation and  Editorial  Revision  of  four 
persons  not  members  of  the  General 
Conference  and  the  Book  Editor,  who 
shall  be  an  ex-officio  member.  They 
shall  be  entitled  to  reimbursement  of 
expenses  for  attendance  at  meetings  of 
the  committee.  Two  alternates  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
The  Book  Editorshall  convene  the  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  organization. 
The  function  of  this  committee  shall  be: 

(a)  To  review  all  proposed  legislation 
reported  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advo- 
cate and  that  presented  in  special  re- 


ports to  the  General  Conference.  The 
Committee  shall  report  to  the  standing 
committees  concerned,  or  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  as  the  situation  may 
warrant,  all  contradictions,  duplica- 
tions, and  inconsistencies  discovered. 

(b)  To  assure  that,  when  a  calendar 
item  approved  on  the  Consent  Calen- 
dar or  under  an  omnibus  vote  is  found 
to  be  in  conflict  with  parts  of  another 
calendar  item  discussed  and  voted 
upon  at  a  plenary  session,  the  item  dis- 
cussed and  voted  shall  prevail. 

(c)  To  edit  the  Discipline  in  accor- 
dance with  Section  XI. B. 

(3)  Courtesies  and  Privileges. 

There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Cour- 
tesies and  Privileges  of  eight  members 
composed  of  one  delegate  from  each 
Jurisdiction  and  one  delegate  from  a 
Central  Conference  from  each  of  the 
continents  of  Africa,  Asia,  and  Europe. 
The  committee  shall  be  convened  by  a 
Bishop  for  the  purpose  of  organization. 

The  committee  has  the  following  du- 
ties and  responsibilities: 

(a)  To  consider,  as  presented  to  it  by 
members  of  the  Conference,  what  said 
members  regard  as  questions  or  mat- 
ters of  privilege,  to  decide  whether  they 
are  such  or  not,  and  if  they  are  regarded 
as  being  such,  to  recommend  to  the 
Conference  that  they  be  heard. 

(b)  To  consider  resolutions  of  com- 
mendation, courtesy,  appreciation,  etc., 
submitted  in  writing  by  delegates.  The 
committee  may  initiate  similar  resolu- 
tions and  edit  and  amend  those  submit- 
ted to  it.  Resolutions  approved  by  the 
committee  shall  be  printed  in  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  and  brought  to  the 
floor  if  the  committee  considers  them  of 
unusual  importance  or  urgency. 

(c)  To  arrange  for  extending  courte- 
sies of  the  Conference  to  any  to  whom 
they  may  be  due,  ecumenical  represen- 
tatives and  official  visitors  excepted. 

(d)  To  limit  its  report,  including  the 
statement  of  the  chairperson  and  the 
hearing  of  such  persons  as  may  be  pre- 
sented, to  a  maximum  of  ten  minutes  in 
any  one  business  day.  No  person  or 
fjersons  shall  be  presented  whose  re- 
quest has  been  denied  by  the  Commis- 
sion on  the  General  Conference,  nor 
after  the  sixth  day  unless  approved  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  Conference.  (See 
Rule  27.3.) 

(4)  Credentials. 


There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials of  eight  members,  composed 
of  one  delegate  from  each  jurisdiction 
and  one  delegate  selected  from  a  Cen- 
tral Conference  from  each  of  the  conti- 
nents of  Africa,  Asia,  and  Europe.  The 
committee  shall  be  convened  by  a 
Bishop  for  the  purpose  of  organization. 

To  this  Committee,  the  chairpersons 
of  the  respective  annual  conference  del- 
egations shall  report  on  a  form  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose  any  change  in 
seating  of  delegates,  indicating  the 
length  of  time  for  which  the  change 
shall  be  effective.  (See  Section  I.A.4.) 
The  chairperson  of  this  committee  shall 
make  a  daily  written  report  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  General  Conference,  listing 
all  changes  of  seating  approved  by  the 
Committee.  In  the  event  of  questions 
which  may  arise  regarding  the  eligibil- 
ity of  seating  any  delegates,  this  Com- 
mittee shall  report  directly  to  the 
General  Conference  with  its  recom- 
mendations. (See  Rule  5.) 

(5)  Journal. 

There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  the 
Journal  of  three  members  to  approve 
daily  the  record  of  Proceedings  of  the 
General  Conference  prepared  by  the 
Secretary  and  assistant(s).  The  commit- 
tee shall  be  convened  by  a  Bishop  for 
the  purpose  of  organization. 

(6)  Presiding  Officers. 

There  shall  be  a  committee  on  Pre- 
siding Officers  of  sixteen  members, 
composed  of  one  clergy  and  one  lay 
delegate  from  each  jurisdiction  and  one 
clergy  and  one  lay  delegate  from  mem- 
bers from  a  Central  Conference  from 
each  of  the  continents  of  Africa,  Asia 
and  Europe.  The  Committee  shall  be 
convened  by  a  Bishop  for  the  purpose 
of  organization. 

The  Committee  shall  select  and  notify 
the  presiding  officer(s)  of  each  session 
at  least  24  hours  in  advance,  insofar  as 
possible.  The  Committee  shall  be  free 
to  select  a  bishop  for  more  than  one  ses- 
sion and  to  change  the  presiding  officer 
during  the  session,  whenever  it  seems 
advisable.  (See  Section  111.) 

(7)  Reference. 

There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Refer- 
ence of  sixteen  members,  composed  of 
one  clergy  and  one  lay  delegate  from 
each  jurisdiction,  one  clergy  and  one 
lay  delegate  from  a  Central  Conference 
from  each  of  the  continents  of  Africa, 
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Asia  and  Europe.  The  membership  of 
this  Committee  shall  include  at  least 
one  member  from  each  legislative  com- 
mittee. This  committee  shall  be  con- 
vened, for  the  purpose  of  organization, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence the  day  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
General  Conference. 

(a)  After  reviewing  the  proposed  as- 
signments by  the  Secretary  to  standing 
committees  of  the  petitions,  resolu- 
tions, and  similar  communications 
dealing  with  the  regular  business  of  the 
Conference,  this  committee  shall  refer 
the  same  to  the  appropriate  legislative 
committees.  (See  Section  IV. D.)  One 
member  of  each  legislative  committee 
serving  on  this  committee  shall  be  des- 
ignated to  coordinate  petitions  as- 
signed to  his/her  respective  legislative 
committee.  This  Committee  shall  also 
be  responsible  for  reviewing  the  assign- 
ment, by  the  Secretary,  of  all  reports, 
recommendations,  and  resolutions 
from  general  agencies,  standing  or  spe- 
cial commissions  and  committees,  and 
all  other  communications  which  shall 
come  into  the  Secretary's  hands  after 
the  convening  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, all  of  which  shall  be  referred  di- 
rectly to  appropriate  legislative 
committees  without  presentation  to  a 
plenary  session  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

(b)  The  Committee  on  Reference  may 
withdraw  a  paper  that  has  been  as- 
signed to  a  committee,  either  upon  a  re- 
quest or  upon  its  own  motion.  It  may 
also  withhold  from  reference  or  publi- 
cation any  document  it  shall  deem  im- 
proper. 

(c)  Where  the  Committee  finds  two  or 
more  substantially  identical  petitions, 
it  may  group  them  under  one  title  and 
number,  indicating  the  total  number  of 
petitions. 

(d)  No  petitions  shall  be  assigned  by 
the  Committee  on  Reference  to  any 
General  Conference  Committee  unless 
they  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Book 
of  Discipline. 

B.  Commission  on  Central  Confer- 
ence Affairs. 

(For  membership,  see  Discipline, 
2201.) 

To  this  Commission  shall  be  referred 
all  petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating 
to  the  Central  Conferences,  Autono- 
mous Churches,  Affiliated  Churches, 
Affiliated  United  Churches  and  Con- 


cordant     relationships      (Discipline, 

1126-29, 428, 535-553, 2201.) 

The  Commission  on  Central  Confer- 
ence Affairs  shall  submit  its  report  and 
any  legislative  proposals  related  to  the 
paragraphs  assigned  to  it  directly  to  the 
General  Conference. 

If  the  Commission  on  Central  Confer- 
ence Affairs  has  a  concern  for  any  para- 
graphs assigned  to  one  of  the  legislative 
committees,  the  Commission  shall  offer 
its  recommendation  to  the  appropriate 
legislative  committee  for  consideration 
and  recommendation  to  the  General 
Conference. 

C.  Standing  Legislative  Committees. 

The  General  Conference  shall  have 
the  following  standing  legislative  com- 
mittees, which  shall  consider  all  pro- 
posals looking  toward  new  legislation 
or  changes  in  the  present  legislation  of 
the  church,  including  all  reports  and 
recommendations  from  general  agen- 
cies, and  standing  or  special  commis- 
sions or  committees,  and  report 
recommendations  relating  thereto,  to 
the  Conference. 

Any  legislative  committee  consider- 
ing legislation  affecting  the  concerns  of 
the  Commission  on  Central  Conference 
Affairs  shall  consult  with  the  Commis- 
sion before  submitting  its  proposed 
legislation  to  the  General  Conference. 

(1)  Church  and  Society. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating  to 
the  work  and  concerns  of  the  Boards  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Discipline  paragraphs 

628  AC:  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

656  District  Director 

1001-1011  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society 

(2)  Conferences. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred 
all  petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating 
to  the  composition  and  activities  of  the 
General,  Jurisdictional,  Annual,  Provi- 
sional, Missionary,  and  District  Confer- 
ences, and  Missions,  including  the 
Jurisdictional,  Annual  and  District 
Conference  Councils  on  Ministries. 
(Legislation  relative  to  Central  Confer- 
ences shall  be  referred  to  the  Commis- 
sion on  Central  Conference  Affairs  (see 
11  2201).) 


Discipline  paragraphs 

7-11  Constitution:  Conferences 

12-15  Constitution:  General  Confer- 
ence 

21-25  Coi\stitution:  Jurisdictional 
Conferences 

30-34  Constitution:  Annual  Confer- 
ences 

35-39  Constitution:  Boundaries 

40  Constitution:  District  Conferences 

405-407  Election,  Assignment  of 
Bishops 

501-510  General  Conference  (includ- 
ing opening  statement) 

511-526  Jurisdictional  Conference 

527-529  Jurisdictional  Agencies 

528  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Minis- 
tries 

554-557  Provisional  Annual  Confer- 
ences 

558-561  Missionary  Conference 

562-563  Mission 

601-607  Annual  Conference 

626  AC:  Program  Organization 

649  AC:  Committee  on  Disability 
Concerns 

652-653  District  Conference 

655  District  Program  Organization 

(3)  Discipleship. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating  to 
the  work  and  concerns  of  the  Boards  of 
Discipleship. 

Discipline  paragraphs 

270-273  LC:  Lay  Speaking 
274  LC:  Lay  Missioner 
531  Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  Convocation 

629  AC:  Board  of  Discipleship 

630  AC:  Board  of  Laity 

646  AC:  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
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647    AC:    Council  on  Young  Adult  118-120  The  Fulfillment  of  Ministry 

Ministry  through  the  United  Methodist  Church 

654  DC:    Lay  Leader  301-304  The  Meaning  of  Ordination 

660  DC:     Board  of  Laity  ^"*^ 

,,,  rv  /-          ».         I      c      1  Conference  Membership 

661  DC:  Committee  on  Lay  Speakmg  "^ 


665  DC:  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 

1101-1106  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship 

1107-1109  GBOD:  Education 

1110-1114  GBOD:  Evangelism,  Wor- 
ship and 

Stewardship 

1115-1119  GBOD:  Ministry  of  the  La- 
iiy 

1120-1125    GBOD:    Curriculum  Re- 
sources 

Committee 

1201-1211     National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization 


(4)  Faith  and  Order. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions  relating  to  Doctrinal  Stan- 
dards and  Our  Theological  Task,  Social 
Principles,  the  ministry  of  all  Christians 
and  the  meaning  of  ordination  and  con- 
ference membership. 

Discipline  paragraphs 

60-63  Doctrinal  Standards  and  Our 
Theological  Task 

64-70  Social  Principles  (including 
preface) 

101-103  The  Churches 

104  The  Heart  of  Christian  Ministry 

105-107  The  Ministry  of  All  Chris- 
tians 

108  The  Unity  of  Ministry  in  Christ 

109  The  Journey  of  a  Connectional 
People 

110-111  Servant  Ministry  and  Ser- 
vant Leadership 

112-114  Servant  Ministry 

115-116  Servant  Leadership 

117  Called  to  Inclusiveness 


(5)  Financial  Administration. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating  to 
the  woTk  and  concerns  of  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  the 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits, 
and  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  The  budget  and  recommenda- 
tions prepared  by  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  shall  be 
submitted  to  this  committee  for  study 
and  reviews.  Thereafter,  when  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis- 
tration presents  its  report  to  the  General 
Conference  for  action,  the  committee 
shall  present  its  recommendations  and 
may  propose  amendments. 

Discipline  paragraphs 

6  Constitution:  Title  to  Properties 

20  Constitution:  Restrictive  Rule 

608-616  AC:  Council  on  Finance  and 

Administration 

617-625  AC:  Clergy  Support 

636  Episcopal  Residence 

637  AC:  Board  of  Pensions 

648  AC:  Joint  Committee  on  Disabil- 
ity 

801-809  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration 

810-813  GCFA:  General  Funds 

816  GCFA:    Special  Days  Offerings 

817-822  GCFA:  General  Funds 

823-832  GCFA:  Episcopal  Fund 

1501-1505  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits 

1506-1509  GBPHB:  Annual  Confer- 
ence Pension  Administration 

1601-1642  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House 

2501-2523  Church  Property 

2553  Trustees  of  Church  Institutions 

(6)  General  Administration/Judicial 
Administration. 


To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating  to 
the  work  and  concerns  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  including  the 
Advance  and  Judicial  Administration. 

The  report  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  shall  be  submitted  to  this 
committee  for  study  and  review. 
Thereafter,  when  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  presents  its  report  to  the 
General  Conference  for  action,  the  com- 
mittee shall  present  its  recommenda- 
tions and  may  propose  amendments. 


Discipline  paragraphs 

1-4  Constitution:  General  (including 

Preamble) 

16-17,19     Constitution:     Restrictive 
Rules 

53-56  Constitution:  The  Judiciary 

57-59  Constitution:  Amendments 

266-269    Local  Church  Special  Sun- 
days 

627  AC:  Advance  Program 

650  AC:  Committeeon  Native  Amer- 
ican Ministry 

651  AC:  Committee  on  Criminal  Jus- 
tice and  Mercy  Ministries 

701-725   Administrative  Order  Gen- 
eral Provisions 

814-815  The  Advance 

901-907    General  Council  on  Minis- 
tries 

2601-2622  Judicial  Council 

2623-2629    Investigation,  Trials  and 
App>eals 


(7)  Global  Ministries. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating  to 
the  work  and  concerns  of  the  Boards  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Discipline  paragraphs 

533   JC:  United  Methodist  Women 

631    AC:  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

644    AC:  United  Methodist  Women 

663    DC:  United  Methodist  Women 

1301-1311  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 
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1312  GBGM:  Mission  Program  Areas 

1313-1316  GBGM:  Office  of  Deacon- 
ess 

1317-1325    GBGM:    Women's  Divi- 
sion 

1326  GBGM:  Health  and  Relief 


(8)  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating  to 
the  work  and  concerns  of  Ordained 
Ministries  and  Superintendency, 
Higher  Education,  Schools  of  Theol- 
ogy, and  the  Division  of  Chaplaincy 
and  Related  Ministries. 

Discipline  paragraphs 

18  Constitution:  Restrictive  Rule 

43-52  Constitution:  Episcopal  Super- 
vision 

305-365  Ordained  Ministry 

401-404  Superintendency 

408-416  Superintendency:  Bishops 

417-425     Superintendency:   District 
Superintendent 

426-427,  429  Expressions  of  Superin- 
tendency 

430-434  Appointment-Making 

532    JC  :    Committee  on  Ordained 
Ministries 

632  AC:  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry 

633  AC:  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

634  AC:    Administrative   Review 
Committee 

635  AC:  Committee  on  Episcopacy 

659     DC:  Committee  on  Ordained 
Ministry 

662    DC:  Committee  on  District  Su- 
perintendency 

.   1401-1409   General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry 

1410-1412      GBHEM:      Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries 

1413-1423      GBHEM:      Division   of 
Higher  Education 

1424-1426  GBHEM:   Division  of  Or- 
dained Ministry 


1427-1429  GBHEM:  Schools  of  The- 
ology 

(9)  Independent  Commissions. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating  to 
commissions,  and  ecumenical  con- 
cerns. This  shall  include  Archives  and 
History,  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli- 
gious  Concerns,  Communications,  Re- 
ligion and  Race,  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  United  Methodist  Men,  and 
membership  or  relationship  to  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  Councils 
and  Consultations  of  Churches,  and  the 
American  Bible  Society. 

Discipline  paragraphs 

5  Constitution:  Ecumenical  Relations 

530  JC:  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History 

534  JC:  Committee  on  United  Meth- 
odist Men 

638  AC:  Commission  on  Archives 
and 

History 

639  AC:  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 

640  AC:  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race 

641  AC:  Commission  on  Status  and 
Role  of  Women 

642  AC:  Commission  on  Small  Mem- 
bership Church 

643  AC:  Commission  on  Communi- 
cations 

645  AC:  United  Methodist  Men  657 
DC:  Director,  Ethnic  Local  Church 

Concerns 

658  DC:  Director,  Religion  and  Race 

664  DC:  United  Methodist  Men 

1701-1712  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History 

1801-1809  General  Commission  on 
Communication 

1901-1906  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con- 
cerns 

2001-2008  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race 

2101-2109  General  Commission  on 
Status  and  Role  of  Women 


2301-2303  General  Commission  on 
United 

Methodist  Men 

2401-2406  Interdenominational 

Agencies 

(10)  Local  Church. 

To  this  committee  shall  be  referred  all 
petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  relating  to 
the  organization  of  the  local  church  and 
its  membership,  programs,  boards, 
councils,  commissions,  committees, 
etc.,  or  relating  to  local  church  prop- 
erty. 

Discipline  paragraphs 

41-42  Constitution:  Charge  Confer- 
ences 

201-213  Local  Church 

214-244  LC:  Church  Membership 

245-262  LC:  Organization  and  Ad- 
ministration 

263-265  LC:  General 

2524-2552  LC:  Property 

D.  Membership  of  Standing  Legisla- 
tive Committees. 

(1)  Each  delegate  shall  serve  as  a 
member  of  one  of  the  standing  legisla- 
tive committees  numbered  1  to  10. 
Within  the  annual  conference  delega- 
tion each  member  shall  choose  from  the 
legislative  committees  1  to  10  the  com- 
mittee on  which  to  serve,  the  choice  be- 
ing made  in  order  of  election. 
Beginning  with  1996,  the  clergy  first 
elected  shall  be  entitled  to  the  first 
choice,  the  lay  delegate  first  elected,  the 
second  choice,  and  thus  the  right  of 
choice  shall  continue  to  alternate  be- 
tween clergy  and  lay  delegates  in  the 
order  of  their  election.  For  subsequent 
General  Conferences,  first  choice  shall 
alternate  between  the  lay  and  clergy 
delegates,  provided  that  two  members 
of  a  delegation  may  not  serve  on  any 
one  of  the  above-designated  standing 
legislative  committees  1  to  10  unless  the 
said  delegation  is  represented  on  each 
of  them.  All  delegations  composed  of 
eleven  or  more  members  shall  assign  all 
members  in  excess  of  ten  according  to 
this  same  principle  of  distribution.  (For 
example,  a  conference  with  sixteen  del- 
egates shall  have  two  members  on  each 
of  any  six  of  these  ten  committees  and 
one  on  each  of  the  remaining  four.  Simi- 
larly, a  conference  with  26  delegates 
shall  have  three  members  on  each  of  six 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  3 


1709 


committees  and  two  on  each  of  the  re- 
maining four.  Each  delegate  may,  in  the 
order  herein  indicated,  select  any  one  of 
these  ten  committees,  provided  that  the 
foregoing  division  of  the  delegates 
among  the  committees  is  maintained.) 
Whenever  a  delegation  has  more  than 
one  member  on  a  legislative  committee, 
its  members  shall  be  divided  as  equally 
as  possible  between  lay  and  clergy. 
Thus,  if  there  are  three  members  on  a 
committee,  they  shall  be  two  clergy  and 
one  lay  or  vice  versa. 

(2)  If  a  matter  is  under  consideration 
in  any  standing  legislative  committee 
which  in  the  judgment  of  any  annual 
conference  delegation  vitally  affects 
the  interests  of  its  constituency,  and  if 
the  said  annual  conference  is  not  repre- 
sented in  the  membership  of  said  com- 
mittee, then  the  delegation  may  choose 
one  of  its  members  to  represent  its  an- 
nual conference  in  the  committee  when 
the  matter  judged  to  be  vital  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  constituency  is  under 
consideration.  Such  a  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  sit  with  the  committee  while 
this  particular  matter  is  being  consid- 
ered and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  floor, 
subject  to  such  limitations  as  are  im- 
posed on  the  regular  members  of  the 
committee,  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
vote.  (See  Section  VIII.E.4.) 

(3)  Each  person  seated  in  the  General 
Conference  with  the  right  to  speak  but 
not  vote  may  submit  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  General  Conference  a  choice  of  a 
legislative  committee  and  shall  have 
the  same  right  in  that  committee  to 
speak  but  not  to  vote. 

E.  Meeting  of  Committees. 

(1)  For  Organization.  All  standing 
legislative  and  administrative  commit- 
tees shall  meet  for  organization  at  such 
lime  as  the  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference  shall  determine.  A  bishop 
appointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  an  assistant  secretary  appointed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference 
shall  serve,  respectively,  as  chairp)erson 
and  secretary  to  effect  an  organization 
in  each  of  the  several  standing  commit- 
tees, except  where  other  provision  is 
specified.  The  first  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lative committees  shall  be  held  as  soon 
as  fxjssible  following  the  first  plenary 
session  of  the  General  Conference.  The 
orientation  of  the  committee,  followed 
by  the  election  of  officers,  shall  be  the 
order  of  business  of  the  first  meeting  of 
the  committee. 


(a)  The  election  of  chairperson, 
vice-chairperson,  and  secretary  of  each 
standing  committee,  both  administra- 
tive and  legislative,  shall  be  by  ballot. 

(b)  The  Secretary  of  the  General  Con- 
ference shall  be  responsible  for  arrang- 
ing for  a  training  session  for  all 
chairpersons,  vice-chairpersons,  and 
secretaries  of  legislative  committees  as 
soon  as  possible  after  their  elections. 
The  training  shall  include  instruction  in 
their  duties,  all  procedures  in  the  han- 
dling of  petitions,  the  times  of  the  daily 
deadline  for  publishing  reports,  and 
other  information  to  expedite  the  work 
of  the  committees.  The  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  shall  arrange 
for  a  time  and  place  for  such  a  training 
session. 

(2)  Regular  Meetings.  The  standing 
legislative  committees  1  to  10  inclusive 
shall  meet  for  business  as  scheduled  by 
the  Agenda  and  Calendar  Committee 
unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Con- 
ference, until  their  work  is  completed, 
and  at  such  other  times  as  the  commit- 
tees may  determine. 

(3)  Quorum  for  Committee  Meetings. 
A  majority  of  the  members  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business  in  all  committees. 

(4)  Each  legislative  committee  shall 
establish  an  area  in  which  only  voting 
committee  members  will  be  seated. 
Staff,  resource  persons,  and  visitors 
may  speak  only  when  authorized,  in 
each  instance  by  specific  committee  ac- 
tion. (See  Section  VIII.D.2.) 

(5)  Legislative  committees  are  urged 
to  give  priority  to  significant  and  con- 
troversial legislation  so  that  their  re- 
ports on  such  matters  may  be  printed  as 
soon  as  possible  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  and  considered  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

(6)  Minority  reports  should  be  en- 
couraged so  that  differing  views  held 
by  a  significant  portion  of  the  commit- 
tee may  be  carefully  prepared  and  ex- 
pressed and  the  issues  clearly  defined 
for  decision  by  the  General  Conference. 
Adequate  time  should  be  given  for  the 
minority  to  prepare  its  report  and  the 
majority  and  minority  reports  shall  be 
printed  together  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  (See  Rules  33,  34,  and  36). 

F.  Function  and  Authority  Of  Com- 
mittees. 


(1)  The  standing  administrative  com- 
mittees, without  specific  instruction  or 
direction  from  the  Conference,  shall  as- 
sume responsibility  for  considering 
and  reporting  to  the  Conference  upon 
all  matters  which  fall  within  their  re- 
spective responsibilities.  (VIII. A.) 

(2)  The  standing  legislative  commit- 
tees may  not  originate  business,  but 
shall  consider  and  report  only  upon 
that  which  is  referred  to  them  by  the 
Committee  on  Reference,  or  which  has 
been  referred  to  them  directly  by  the 
Conference  and  processed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Reference.  (See  Rule  31.) 

IX.  Proposal  Involving  Expenditure 
of  Unbudgeted  Funds 

A.  Any  proposal  submitted  to  the 
General  Conference  to  establish  an  in- 
terim or  continuing  board,  commis- 
sion, committee  or  task  force  shall  be 
referred  to  the  General  Council  on  Fi- 
nance and  Administration  or  its  execu- 
tive committee  for  a  report  and 
recommendation  before  final  action  is 
taken. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  or  its  executive  com- 
mittee shall  provide  the  General  Con- 
ference with  the  following  before  action 
is  taken: 

(1)  an  estimated  budget  for  the  pro- 
posed board,  commission,  committee 
or  task  force  for  the  next  quadrennium; 
and 

(2)  a  statement  explaining  how  the 
creation  of  the  proposed  board,  com- 
mission, committee,  or  task  force  will 
affect  the  budget  or  budgets  for  existing 
boards,  commissions,  committees  and 
task  forces  already  presented  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration. 

B.  Any  proposal  submitted  to  the 
General  Conference  which  involves  the 
expenditure  of  funds  not  included  in 
the  established  budget  shall  be  referred 
to  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  for  advice  and  recom- 
mendation before  final  action  is  taken. 

X.  Delegates'  Expense  Accounts 

A.  TTie  report  of  the  chairperson  of  the 
respective  annual  conference  delega- 
tions shall  be  the  basis  for  settlement 
with  principal  and  reserve  delegates  for 
their  f>er  diem  allowances.  The  total 
traveling  expense  including  per  diem 
shall  be  payable  to  the  principal  dele- 
gate if  present  and  seated.  If  during  the 
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Conference  a  reserve  delegate  is  seated 
for  a  principal  delegate  for  one  or  more 
full  days,  the  principal  delegate  shall 
adjust  the  per  diem  with  such  reserve 
on  the  basis  of  the  time  served  by  each. 


B.  Full  travel  expenses  and  per  diem 
shall  be  paid  for  the  number  of  allotted 
delegates  from  each  conference 
whether  those  delegates  are  principal 
or  reserve. 

C.  Air  travel  expense  shall  be  on  the 
basis  of  the  most  economical  round-trip 
tourist/coach  air  fare  directly  to  and 
from  the  seat  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. Special  excursion  and  promo- 
tional fares  shall  be  utilized  whenever 
possible.  Additional  expenses  may  be 
allowed  delegates  from  Conferences 
outside  the  United  States  for  arrival 
and  departure  not  to  exceed  two  days 
before  or  after  General  Conference.  The 
per  diem  expense  allowance  for  all  such 
days  before  and  after  General  Confer- 
ence shall  be  at  the  same  rate  as  granted 
delegates  during  General  Conference. 
Exceptions  to  these  limitations  must  be 
approved  by  the  Business  Manager  of 
the  General  Conference. 

D.  When  one  or  more  delegates  come 
in  the  same  automobile,  the  owner  will 
be  allowed  the  established  rate  per  mile 
plus  the  cost  of  room  and  meals  en 
route  up  to  the  established  General 
Conference  per  diem  rate.  Guest  pas- 
sengers who  are  the  principal  delegates 
to  the  General  Conference  shall  submit 
only  the  cost  of  room  and  meals  en 
route  up  to  the  established  General 
Conference  per  diem  rate.  Maximum 
use  of  automobiles  for  travel  may  not 
exceed  1,000  miles  round-trip,  for  reim- 
bursement purposes.  If  automobile 
travel  exceeds  1000  miles  round-trip, 
reimbursement  will  be  based  upon  the 
most  economical  round-trip  tour- 
ist/coach airfare,  or  the  mileage  reim- 
bursement, whichever  is  less.  In  all 
cases  delegates  shall  report  only  the  ac- 
tual cost  of  travel. 

E.  For  the  dates  General  Conference  is 
in  session,  no  General  Conference  dele- 
gate shall  receive  expense  money  from 
the  general  church  or  any  of  its  boards 
and  agencies  other  than  approved  per 
diem  and  travel  expenses  available  to 
all  delegates.  This  provision  is  not  to  re- 
strict official  assistance  to  delegates 
from  their  own  annual  conferences. 
This  shall  become  effective  with  the 
General  Conference  of  2000. 


XI.  Material  to  be  Included  in  The 
Discipline 

A.  No  non-legislative  material  shall 
be  ordered  printed  in  the  Discipline 
without  first  referring  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correlation  and  Editorial  Revi- 
sion for  consideration  and  report  to  the 
General  Conference  for  further  consid- 
eration and  final  action. 

B.  The  Book  Editor,  the  Secretary  of 
the  General  Conference,  the  Publisher 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
the  Committee  on  Correlation  and  Edi- 
torial Revision  shall  be  charged  with 
editing  the  Discipline.  These  editors,  in 
the  exercise  of  their  judgment,  shall 
have  the  authority  to  make  changes  in 
phraseology  as  may  be  necessary  to 
harmonize  legislation  without  chang- 
ing its  substance.  The  editors,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Judicial  Council, 
shall  also  have  authority  to  delete  pro- 
visions of  the  Discipline  which  have 
been  ruled  unconstitutional  by  the  Ju- 
dicial Council.  Any  challenge  of  a  deci- 
sion made  by  the  Committee  on 
Correlation  and  Editorial  Revision 
shall  be  in  writing.  If  the  matter  should 
go  to  the  Judicial  Council,  the  appeal- 
ing party  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
Committee.  Any  established  errata  in 
the  Discipline  shall  be  forwarded  by  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  to 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 

XII.  Distribution  to  the  Desks  of  Dele- 
gates 

After  the  first  day,  only  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  shall  be  placed  on 
the  desks  of  the  delegates,  with  addi- 
tional copies  for  the  first  clergy  and  first 
lay  reserve  delegate  from  each  delega- 
tion. 

XIII.  Distribution  of  Unofficial  Mate- 
rial 

Daily,  periodic,  or  regular  newslet- 
ters, or  any  special  interest  material 
published  at  General  Conference  by 
United  Methodist  boards,  agencies, 
and  related  United  Methodist  groups 
may  be  distributed  under  the  following 
conditions: 

A.  Two  copies  of  each  publication 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Commission  on  the  General  Confer- 
ence in  advance  of  the  time  of  distribu- 
tion. 

B.  Material  distributed  should  be 
used  for  information  relative  to  matters 
that  have  been  before  or  are  coming  be- 


fore the  General  Conference  and  not  for 
soliciting  membership  in  an  organiza- 
tion. 

C.  Distribution  shall  be  at  least  30  feet 
outside  any  entrance  door  to  the  ple- 
nary or  committee  meeting  rooms. 

D.  Distribution  shall  be  done  by  rep- 
resentatives of  the  publishing  groups. 
Distributors  shall  be  in  the  smallest 
number  capable  of  effecting  adequate 
distribution  to  those  entering.  During 
distribution  it  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  distributors  not  to  impede  or  inter- 
fere with  the  entrance  or  exit  of  persons 
or  to  hamper  the  general  flow  of  pedes- 
trian traffic. 

E.  Distributors  are  responsible  for  the 
disposal  of  unused  or  unclaimed  mate- 
rials. 

F.  Distributors  violating  these  regula- 
tions will  be  prohibited  from  future  dis- 
tributions. 

XIV.  Reports  to  be  Mailed 

Before  General  Conference 

The  reports,  recommendations,  and 
resolutions,  requiring  action  by  the 
General  Conference,  as  well  as  peti- 
tions submitted  in  accordance  with  Dis- 
cipline 507.7,  shall  first  be  assigned  a 
Petition  Number  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
General  Conference  or  the  Petitioi\s 
Secretary  and  then  shall  be  printed  in 
an  Advance  Edition  of  the  Daily  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  distributed  to  all 
delegates  and  to  the  first  clergy  and  first 
lay  reserve  delegates  at  least  sixty  days 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. If  necessary  to  meet  this  dead- 
line, material  to  delegates  from  Central 
Conferences  shall  be  sent  by  air  mail. 
Such  reports  shall  be  printed  in  the 
same  size  and  style  as  the  Daily  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  be  punched  for 
binding. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  the  fin- 
ished copy  of  all  such  reports  and  rec- 
ommendations shall  be  submitted  to 
the  editor  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advo- 
cate at  least  150  days  prior  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  General  Conference.  Any 
such  reports  and  recommendations  not 
so  submitted  and  not  printed  in  an  Ad- 
vance Edition  of  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  shall  be  received  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  only  upon 
three-fourths  vote  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. The  General  Council  on  Fi- 
nance and  Administration  shall  be 
exempt  from  this  requirement  to  the  ex- 
tent necessary  to  allow  inclusion  of 
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genera!  funds  receipts  information  for 
the  first  three  years  of  the  quadren- 
nium.  The  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  will  provide  data 
including  the  third  year  of  the  quadren- 
nium  and  other  appropriate  informa- 
tion to  delegates  prior  to  the  convening 
of  the  General  Conference. 


Rules  of  Order 


1.  Daily  Schedule 

Rule  1.  Hours  of  Meetings 


The  following  shall  be  the  daily  order 
for  the  General  Conference,  Sundays 
excepted: 

(1)  8:00  a.m.  Choral  music 

(2)  8:15  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m.  Devotional 
service  under  direction  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops 

(3)  9:00  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  Conference 
business  or  committee  meetings 

(4)  2:30  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Conference 
business  or  committee  meetings 

(5)  7:30  p.m.  Evening  programs  as 
planned  by  the  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference,  Conference  busi- 
ness or  committee  meetings 

(6)  Recess  may  be  called  during  any 
plenary  session  at  a  time  deemed  ap- 
propriate by  the  bishop  presiding. 

Rule  2.  Order  of  Business 

After  the  devotional  service,  the  daily 
sessions  of  the  Conference  shall  be  con- 
ducted as  follows: 

(1)  Reports  of  standing  administra- 
tive and  special  committees 

(2)  Agenda  and  calendar  items 

(3)  Consent  calendar  (See  Rule  28.5 
29.5.) 

(4)  Miscellaneous  business 
II.  Presiding  Officers 

Rule3.  Authority  of  theChairperson 

(1)  The  bishop  presiding  shall  be  the 
chairperson  of  the  General  Conference 
session. 

(2)  The  bishop  presiding  shall  decide 
points  of  order  raised  by  the  delegates 
and  shall  rule  on  points  of  order  not 
raised  by  delegates,  as  the  chair  deems 
necessary  to  conform  to  these  rules  of 


order,  subject  in  both  cases  to  an  appeal 
to  the  Conference  by  any  delegate  with- 
out debate,  except  that  the  chairperson 
and  the  appellant,  in  the  order  here 
named,  shall  each  have  three  minutes 
for  a  statement  in  support  of  their  re- 
sf>ective  positions.  A  tie  vote  in  the  case 
of  appeal  shall  sustain  the  chair.  (See 
Rule  27.2)  Any  delegate  who  raises  a 
point  of  order  shall  cite  the  rule  be- 
lieved to  have  been  violated. 

(3)  At  the  discretion  of  the  bishop  pre- 
siding a  time  for  prayerful  discernment 
may  be  taken  during  deliberation.  Such 
a  time  should  be  for  personal  medita- 
tion or  for  group  prayer  and  shall  end  at 
the  call  of  the  bishop  presiding;  at 
which  time  normal  deliberation  shall 
be  resumed. 

(4)  The  bishop  presiding  shall  have 
the  right  to  recess  a  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  at  any  time  at  the 
chair's  discretion  and  to  reconvene  at 
such  time  as  the  chair  shall  announce. 
The  bishop  presiding  shall  also  have 
the  right  to  stipulate  that  the  session 
shall  reconvene  with  only  delegates, 
authorized  personnel,  and  authorized 
guests  permitted  to  attend  such  a  ses- 
sion following  recess. 

Rule  4.  Calling  the  Cor\ference  to  Or- 
der 

When  the  bishop  presiding  calls  the 
Conference  to  order,  no  member  shall 
speak,  address  the  chair,  or  stand. 

111.  Rights  and  Duties  Of  Members 

Rule  5.  Attendance  and  Seating  Re- 
serves 

No  delegate,  unless  hindered  by  sick- 
ness or  other  emergency  situation,  shall 
be  absent  from  the  sessions  of  the  Con- 
ference without  permission  of  the  Con- 
ference. All  absences  shall  be  reported 
by  the  chairpersons  of  the  several  An- 
nual Conference  delegations  to  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  on  a  form 
provided  for  this  purpose.  A  reserve 
delegate  may  be  seated  upon  authority 
of  the  chairperson  of  the  delegation 
who  shall  report  the  substitution  in 
writing  to  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials on  a  form  provided  for  this  pur- 
pose. Reserves  are  chosen  to  be  seated: 

1 .  by  reason  of  being  of  the  same  order 
as  the  absent  member, 

2.  in  order  of  their  election  as  reserve 
delegates. 

If  the  Committee  disapproves  the 
substitution,  after  consultation  with  the 


chairperson  of  the  delegation,  it  may  re- 
port to  the  General  Conference  with  its 
recommendation.  The  chairperson  of 
the  Committee  on  Credentials  shall 
makea  daily  written  report  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  General  Conference,  listing 
all  changes  of  seating.  (See  Plan  of  Or- 
ganization IA.4  and  V1II-A.4.) 

Rule  6.  Voting  When  On  The  Plat- 
form 

Electronic  voting  devices  shall  be 
available  on  the  platform  for  delegates 
making  a  presentation  to  the  Confer- 
ence. Reserves  shall  not  be  seated  for 
such  delegates. 

Rule  7.  Directions  for  Securing  the 
Floor 

A  delegate  desiring  to  speak  to  the 
Conference  shall  hold  up  the  appropri- 
ate placard  provided  for  that  purpose. 
A  delegate  shall  not  move  to  the  micro- 
phone until  recognized  by  the  bishop 
presiding.  Unless  raising  a  point  of  or- 
der or  parliamentary  inquiry,  the  dele- 
gate shall  not  speak  until  given  the 
floor.  The  bishop  presiding  shall  con- 
sider the  various  sections  of  the  audito- 
rium in  rotation.  The  delegate 
recognized  shall  proceed  to  the  nearest 
microphone  and  shall  first  announce 
her  or  his  name  and  the  name  of  the 
Conference  represented;  which  in  turn, 
the  bishop  presiding  shall  then  an- 
nounce to  the  Conference. 

Rule  8.  Interrupting  the  Speaker 

No  delegate  who  has  the  floor  may  be 
interrupted  except  for  a  point  of  order, 
a  misrepresentation,  a  parliamentary 
inquiry,  a  point  of  information,  or  to 
call  attention  that  the  time  has  arrived 
for  a  special  order. 

Rule  9.  Speaking  More  Than  Once; 
Length  of  Sp)eech 

A.  No  delegate  shall  speak  a  second 
time  on  the  same  question  if  any  dele- 
gate who  has  not  previously  sp>oken  on 
the  question  desires  the  floor. 

B.  No  delegate  shall  sp>eak  more  than 
twice  on  the  same  subject  under  the 
same  motion,  except  as  provided  in 
Rule  37.2. 

C.  No  delegate  shall  speak  longer 
than  three  minutes  unless  that  time  is 
extended  by  the  Conference.  (See  Rule 
37.3) 

D.  The  three  minute  limit  on  delegate 
sp>eeches  may  be  amended  by  a  major- 
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ity  vote  of  the  Conference  at  any  time 
and  for  any  period  of  duration. 

Rule  10.  Point  of  Order 

A  delegate  wishing  to  raise  a  point  of 
order  shall  address  the  bishop  presid- 
ing and  say,  "I  rise  to  a  point  of  order." 
The  bishop  presiding  shall  interrupt 
the  proceeding;  if  a  delegate  is  speaking 
that  one  shall  immediately  yield  the 
floor.  The  bishop  presiding  shall  then 
direct  the  delegate  raising  the  point  of 
order  to  state  the  point  as  briefly  and 
concisely  as  possible,  citing  the  rule  in- 
voked in  the  point  of  order  that  the  del- 
egate shall  not  presume  to  decide  the 
question  or  argue  the  point. 

A  point  of  order  is  decided  by  the 
bishop  presiding  without  debate  unless 
in  doubtful  cases  the  chair  submits  the 
question  to  the  body  for  advice  or  deci- 
sion. When  the  bishop  presiding  rules 
on  a  point,  debate  is  closed,  but  the  de- 
cision may  be  appealed. 


Rule  1 1 .  Bar  of  the  Conference 

The  bar  of  the  conference  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  integrity  of  the  General 
Conference.  It  is  for  delegates,  pages, 
and  others  who  have  been  granted  ac- 
cess to  the  area  for  General  Conference 
business.  Delegates  are  not  to  distract 
others  near  them  by  engaging  in  unre- 
lated business  activity. 

Rule  12.  Voting  Procedure 

(1)  Voting  shall  be  by  electronic 
means  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Conference,  provided,  however,  that  in 
elections,  voting  may  be  by  written  bal- 
lot. 

(2)  When  electronic  voting  is  not  in 
use,  a  standing  count  vote  or  vote  by 
written  ballot  may  be  ordered  on  call  of 
any  delegate,  supported  by  one-third  of 
the  delegates  present  and  voting. 

(3)  In  the  event  the  electronic  voting 
system  is  inoperable,  the  chairpersons 
of  the  delegations  shall  poll  their  re- 
spective delegations. 

(4)  Only  delegates  within  the  bar  of 
the  Conference  when  the  vote  is  taken 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote.  No  delegate 
shall  cast  a  vote  in  place  of  any  other 
delegate. 

(5)  No  other  business  shall  be  in  order 
when  a  vote  is  being  taken  or  when  the 
previous  question  has  been  called  until 
the  process  is  completed,  except  such  as 


relates  to  the  vote  itself  or  such  business 
as  the  chair  may  deem  appropriate. 

Rule  13.  Division  of  Question 

Before  a  vote  is  taken,  any  delegate 
shall  have  the  right  to  call  for  a  division 
of  any  question,  if  it  is  subject  to  such  di- 
vision as  the  delegate  indicates.  If  no 
delegate  objects,  the  division  shall  be 
made;  but  if  there  is  objection,  the  chair 
shall  put  the  question  of  division  to 
vote,  not  waiting  for  a  second. 

IV.  Business  Procedure 

Rule  14.  Motion  for  Adoption  of  Re- 
ports 

Whenever  a  report  of  a  committee 
signed  by  the  chairperson  and  secre- 
tary is  presented  to  the  Conference  for 
action,  it  shall  be  deemed  in  proper  or- 
der for  consideration  by  the  Conference 
without  the  formality  of  a  second. 

Rule  15.  Required  Forms  for  Reports, 
Resolution,  Motions,  Amendments. 

All  resolutions  and  committee  re- 
ports shall  be  prepared  in  triplicate; 
and  motions,  including  amendments, 
shall  be  presented  in  writing.  (See  Rules 
29.2, 32.2.  34.) 

Rule  16.  Alterations  of  Motions 

When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded 
or  a  resolution  is  introduced  and  sec- 
onded or  a  committee  report  is  read  or 
is  published  in  the  Daily  Christian  Ad- 
vocate, it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Conference  and  may 
not  be  altered  except  by  action  of  the 
Conference.  (See  Rule  33.) 

Rule  17.  Nondebatable  Motions 

The  following  motions  shall  be  acted 
upon  without  debate: 

(1 )  To  adjourn,  when  unqualified,  ex- 
cept to  adjourn  the  Conference  finally 

(2)  To  suspend  the  rules 

(3)  To  lay  on  the  table,  except  as  pro- 
vided in  Rule  37.2 

(4)  To  take  from  the  table 

(5)  To  call  for  the  previous  questions 
(See  Rule  23) 

(6)  To  reconsider  a  non-debatable 
motion  (See  Rule  28) 

(7)  To  limit  or  extend  the  limits  of  de- 
bate 

(8)  To  take  time  for  prayerful  discern- 
ment at  the  immediate  moment. 


Rule  18.  Rights  of  the  Main  Question 

The  main  question  may  be  opened  to 
debate  under  the  following  motions:  to 
adopt,  to  commit  or  refer,  to  substitute, 
to  postpone,  and  to  reconsider.  No  new 
motion,  resolutions,  or  subject  shall  be 
entertained  until  the  one  under  consid- 
eration shall  have  been  disposed  of  ex- 
cept as  provided  in  Rule  12.5.  The 
foregoing  does  not  apply  to  secondary 
motions  if  otherwise  allowable. 


Rule  19. 
Motions 


Precedence  of  Secondary 


If  any  one  or  more  of  the  following 
motions  shall  be  made  when  one  or 
more  other  motions  are  pending,  the 
order  of  their  precedence  in  relation  to 
one  another  shall  be  the  same  as  the  or- 
der of  their  listing  below: 

(1)  To  fix  the  time  the  conference  shall 
adjourn.  (This  motion  is  subject  to 
amendment,  or  it  may  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble.) 

(2)  To  adjourn 

(3)  To  take  a  recess 

(4)  To  lay  on  the  table 

(5)  To  order  the  previous  question 
(See  Rules  23, 25.) 

(6)  To  limit  or  extend  the  limits  of  de- 
bate 

(7)  To  postpone  to  a  given  time 

(8)  To  commit  or  refer 

(9)  To  amend  or  to  amend  by  substitu- 
tion (one  amendment  being  allowed  to 
an  amendment) 

(10)  To  postpone  indefinitely 

Rule  20.  Motion  to  Adjourn  in  Order 

Except: 

The  motion  to  adjourn,  when  unqual- 
ified, shall  be  taken  without  debate  and 
shall  always  be  in  order,  except: 

(1)  When  a  delegate  has  the  floor 

(2)  When  a  question  is  actually  put  or  jj 
a  vote  is  being  taken  and  before  it  is  fi- 
nally decided 

(3)  When  the  previous  question  hasi 
been  ordered  and  action  thereunder  is| 
pending 

(4)  When  a  motion  to  adjourn  has] 
been  lost  and  no  business  or  debate  hasi 
intervened 
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(5)  When  the  motion  to  fix  the  time  to 
which  the  conference  shall  adjourn  is 
pending 

The  foregoing  does  not  apply  to  a  mo- 
tion for  final  adjournment  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

Rule  21.  Final  adjournment  shall  be 
sine  die;  therefore,  all  unfinished  busi- 
ness shall  remain  unfinished. 


Rule  22.  Tabling  Related  Motions 

No  motion  which  adheres  to  another 
motion  or  has  another  motion  adhering 
to  it  can  be  laid  on  the  table  by  itself. 
Such  morions,  if  laid  on  the  table,  carry 
with  them  the  motions  to  which  they 
adhere  or  which  adhere  to  them. 

Rule  23.  Previous  Question 

Any  member  who  moves  the  previ- 
ous question  (that  is,  that  the  vote  be 
now  taken  on  the  motion  or  motions 
pending)  shall  also  indicate  to  what  it  is 
intended  to  apply,  if  any  secondary  mo- 
rion or  morions  are  also  pending.  If  said 
member  does  not  so  indicate,  it  shall  be 
regarded  as  applying  only  to  the  imme- 
diately {sending  question.  This  motion 
shall  be  taken  without  debate  and  shall 
require  a  two-thirds  vote  of  those  pres- 
ent and  voring  for  its  adoption;  if  it  is 
adopted,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  on  the 
motion  or  motions  to  which  it  applies 
without  further  debate  except  as  pro- 
vided in  Rule  37.  (See  also  Rules  17, 25e, 
26.) 

Rule  24.  Referring  Reports,  Etc. 

It  shall  be  in  order  for  the  Conference 
to  refer  to  a  committee  a  section  or  part 
of  a  rep)ort  or  resolution  which  is  before 
the  Conference  for  consideration  of  any 
amendment  offered  thereto. 

Rule  25.  Procedure  for  Amending  by 
Substitution 

(A)  When  a  resolution  or  committee 
report  is  properly  before  the  Confer- 
ence for  consideration  and  action,  even 
if  amendments  are  p>ending,  a  substi- 
tute may  be  offered  by  any  member 
moving  that  the  same  be  substituted  for 
the  report,  resolution,  or  amendment 
under  consideration.  The  substitute 
shall  be  an  alternative  to  what  is  before 
the  house  and  not  simply  a  negation  of 
the  main  motion. 

( B)  The  Conference  shall  proceed  first 
io  perfect  the  ongmal  ref)ort  or  resolu- 
tion, including  consideration  and  ac- 


tion up>on  any  amendments  which  may 
be  offered  to  it 

(C)  The  same  perfecting  process  shall 
be  followed  with  respect  to  the  substi- 
tute. 

(D)  The  questions  shall  be  put  first  on 
the  motion  to  substihate,  followed  by 
the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  or  reso- 
lution. 

(E)  The  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tions shall  not  be  in  order  on  the  adop>- 
tion  of  the  rep>ort  or  recommendation  or 
on  making  the  proposed  substitution 
until  opportunity  has  been  given  for  at 
least  two  members  to  speak  on  each 
side  of  the  question  of  substitution  or 
adoption.  (Also  see  Rule  36.2  for  han- 
dling minority  reports.) 

Rule  26.  Unlawful  Motion  After 
Speech 

It  shall  not  be  in  order  for  a  delegate 
immediately  after  discussing  a  pending 
question  and  before  relinquishing  the 
floor  to  make  a  motion  which,  if 
adopted,  would  limit  or  stop  debate. 

Rule  27.  Exceptions  to  Majority  Vote. 

A  majority  of  those  voting,  quorum 
being  present  (Discipline  506),  shall  de- 
cide all  questions,  with  the  following 
exceptions: 

(1)  One-third  of  those  present  and 
voting  shall  suffice  to  sustain  a  call  for  a 
recorded  vote  in  case  the  decision  of  the 
chair  is  challenged.  (See  Rule  12.2.) 

(2)  A  tie  vote  sustains  the  chair.  (Rule 
3.2.) 

(3)  A  two-thirds  vote  shall  be  re- 
quired to  sustain  a  motion  to  suspend 
(Rule  39)  or  amend  (Rule  40)  the  rules; 
to  set  aside  a  special  order  (Rule  29.1 ); 
to  consider  a  special  order  before  the 
time  set  therefor;  to  sustain  the  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Courtesies  and 
Privileges  for  the  presentation  of  any 
person  after  the  sixth  day  of  the  General 
Conference.  (Plan  of  Organization 
VIII.A.3.) 

(4)  A  call  for  the  previous  question  is  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  there- 
fore requires  a  two-thirds  vote. 

(5)  A  two-thirds  vote  shall  be  re- 
quired to  approve  a  proposal  for  a  con- 
stitutional amendment.  (Discipline, 
57-59.) 

Rule  28.  Reconsideration 


A  motion  to  reconsider  an  action  of 
the  Conference  shall  be  in  order  at  any 
time  if  offered  by  a  delegate  who  voted 
with  the  prevailing  side.  If  the  morion 
proposed  for  reconsideration  was 
non-debatable,  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider shall  be  non-debatable.  (See  Rule 
17.) 

Rule  29.  Regular  Calendar  and  Con- 
sent Calendar 

(1)  The  Secretary  shall  keep  the  Cal- 
endar which  includes  the  orders  of  the 
day  and  the  reports  of  committees  (See 
Rule  33).  Business  placed  on  the  calen- 
dar shall  be  considered  in  the  order  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  on 
Agenda  and  Calendar,  unless  by 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  Conference,  an 
item  is  taken  up  out  of  order.  (See  Rule 
27.3.) 

(2)  When  a  committee  presents  a  re- 
port, it  shall  also  list  the  numbers  of  all 
peririons  relating  to  the  report  on  which 
the  committee  voted  non-concurrence 
so  that  all  related  matters  may  be  con- 
sidered together.  (See  Rules  31.3,  32, 
34.) 

(3)  Action  from  a  legislarive  commit- 
tee shall  be  placed  on  the  Consent  Cal- 
endar if: 

(a)  No  more  than  five  votes  were  cast 
against  the  prevailing  pwsirion  in  the 
Committee; 

(b)  The  item  has  been  previously 
printed  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advo- 
cate; 

(c)  The  item  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
delegates  for  at  least  24  hours;  and 

(d)  The  item  is  neither  a  constitutional 
amendment  nor  one  having  financial 
implications. 

(4)  The  Daily  Christian  Advocate 
shall  clearly  identify  the  Consent  Cal- 
endar which  will  list  items  in  three  sec- 
tions sub-headed  as  follows: 

(a)  Discipline  Changes  Concurrence 

(b)  Non-Discipline  Items  Concur- 
rence 

(c)  Discipline  and  Non-Discipline 
Items  Nonconcurrence 

(5)  The  Consent  Calendar  shall  be 
called  up  daily  pursuant  to  Rule  2. 
Adoption  of  the  Consent  Calendar  by 
vote  of  the  Conference  shall  be  deemed 
action  on  all  calendar  items  on  the  Con- 
sent Calendar. 
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(6)  Any  five  delegates  may  have  a 
Consent  Calendar  item  removed  by 
having  such  a  request  on  file  with  the 
Secretary  by  3:00  p.m.  of  the  day  the  cal- 
endar item  first  appears  in  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate.  Such  items  shall 
be  called  up  in  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

Rule  30.  Rules  of  Order  of  Legislative 
Committees 

The  rules  of  order  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, except  for  Rule  37,  shall  be  ob- 
served in  meetings  of  standing 
legislative  committees  insofar  as  they 
apply. 

Rule  31.  Duties  and  Prerogatives  of 
Legislative  Committees 

(1)  Following  election  and  orientation 
of  officers,  as  its  first  order  of  business, 
each  committee  shall  utilize  the  re- 
sources of  its  legislative  coordinator 
(see  Committee  on  Reference).  Each 
committee  shall  evaluate  the  petitions 
assigned  to  the  committee,  establish 
priorities,  and  outline  the  committee's 
work  on  the  basis  of  those  priorities  un- 
less it  is  given  special  instructions  by 
the  General  Conference.  (See  Plan  of 
Organization  VIII. A.(7)(a).) 

(2)  When  a  petition  or  resolution  or 
any  similar  item  is  referred  to  one  of  the 
several  standing  legislative  commit- 
tees, it  shall  be  understood  that  the 
whole  question  with  which  the  paper 
has  to  do  is  referred  to  that  committee 
for  such  action  as  it  may  deem  wise.  In 
addition  to  concurrence  and 
non-concurrence,  a  committee  may  rec- 
ommend action  or  referral  to  the  next 
General  Conference  or  to  a  board,  coun- 
cil, commission,  or  committee  either  for 
action  or  for  report  to  the  next  General 
Conference. 

(3)  Committees  shall  report  to  the 
Conference  upon  all  matters  referred  to 
them  by  the  Conference,  directly  or 
through  the  Committee  on  Reference. 
Committee  reports  on  resolutions,  peti- 
tions, etc.,  shall  cite  the  same,  identify- 
ing them  by  numbers  they  bear 
respectively  in  the  published  reports  of 
the  Committee  on  Reference  or  in  some 
other  suitable  manner. 

(4)  When  a  committee  ascertains  that 
another  committee  is,  or  in  its  judgment 
should  be,  considering  a  subject  which 
the  former  is  considering,  it  shall  report 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Refer- 
ence for  such  adjustment  as  the  situa- 
tion may  require. 


Rule  32.  Legislative  Committee  Re- 
port to  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate 

(1)  As  quickly  as  material  can  be  pre- 
pared, each  secretary  of  a  standing  leg- 
islative committee  shall  present  each  of 
the  committee's  reports  to  a  recorder 
assigned  to  the  committee.  The  re- 
corder will  prepare  the  report  and  send 
it  to  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate.  A 
copy  of  the  report  as  it  will  appear  in  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate  will  be  sent  to 
the  chair  and  vice  chair  for  their  ap- 
proval and  signature.  After  copy  has 
been  approved,  it  will  be  returned  to 
the  Daily  Christian  Advocate.  A  calen- 
dar number  will  be  assigned  and  it  will 
be  printed  as  approved. 

(2)  Committee  and  minority  reports 
which  propose  changes  in  the  Disci- 
pline shall  give  chapter,  section,  and 
paragraph  to  be  affected  and  shall  be 
prepared  in  the  following  manner. 

Existing  words  used  as  reference 
points  shall  be  in  quotation  marks; 
words  to  be  deleted  shall  be  sin- 
gle-underscored; words  to  be  added 
shall  be  double-underscored.  In  the 
publication  of  these  reports,  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  shall  substitute 
italics  for  single  underscoring  and 
boldface  for  double  underscoring.  (See 
Rule  34.) 

Rule  33.  Published  Reports  in  Pos- 
session of  Conference 

Reports  submitted  by  the  committee 
according  to  the  deadline,  as  an- 
nounced by  the  Secretary  of  the  Confer- 
ence, shall  appear  in  the  next  day's 
Daily  Christian  Advocate.  The  report 
as  printed  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advo- 
cate becomes  the  official  copy,  subject 
only  to  grammatical  or  other  obvious 
editorial  changes  and  shall  be  regarded 
as  in  the  possession  of  the  Conference. 
On  the  day  following  its  first  appear- 
ance in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  or 
any  time  thereafter,  a  report  is  in  order 
for  consideration  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
conference.  The  same  rule  shall  apply 
to  a  report  of  a  minority  of  any  commit- 
tee. (See  Rules  16,  36.) 

Rule  34.  Preparation  and  Printing  of 
Reports 

(1 )  All  committee  reports  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate 
on  a  form  provided  therefore  and  using 
a  process  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Conference.  The  form  shall  bear  at 
the  top  the  name  of  the  committee,  its 
total  membership,  the  number  present 


at  the  time  the  report  was  adopted,  the 
number  voting  for  and  against  the  re- 
port, respectively,  and  the  number  not 
voting.  (See  Rule  15, 29.2, 3L3,  32.) 

(2)  Consent  Calendar  items  (see  Rule 
29.3,  4)  shall  be  clearly  marked  with  an 
identifying  symbol  on  the  report  cover 
and  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate 
printing,  this  symbol  to  be  supplied  by 
the  General  Conference  Secretary. 

(3)  Reports  of  the  standing  legislative 
committees  shall  be  printed  in  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  at  least  one  day  be- 
fore being  presented  for  consideration 
by  the  Conference.  Committee  reports 
to  which  minority  reports  are  ap- 
pended shall  be  printed  in  sequence, 
and  so  numbered. 

(4)  Every  effort  should  be  made  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Legislative  Committee 
to  report  consecutively  all  petitions 
which  address  the  same  issue. 

Rule  35.  Committee  Chairperson  Not 
in  Harmony  with  Report 

When  the  chairperson  of  a  committee 
is  not  in  harmony  with  a  report  adopted 
by  the  committee,  it  shall  be  the  chair- 
person's duty  to  state  the  fact  to  the 
committee.  The  committee  shall  elect 
one  of  its  members  to  present  it  in  the 
presentation  and  discussion  of  the  re- 
port in  the  Conference.  If,  in  such  a 
case,  the  committee  shall  fail  to  select  a 
representative,  the  chairperson  shall 
designate  a  member  to  represent  the 
committee,  and  said  representative 
shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  chairperson  in  relation  to  such  re- 
port. 

Rule  36.  Minority  Report 

(1)  Minority  reports  represented  as 
substitutes  for  a  committee  report  shall 
conform  to  Rule  25  and  Rule  32  respec- 
tively and  indicate  the  specific  report 
number  with  which  it  relates.  The 
names  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
signing  the  report  shall  be  indicated.  A 
minority  report  shall  be  signed  by 
one-tenth  or  by  ten  members  of  the 
committee,  whichever  is  the  lesser. 

(2)  A  minority  report  shall  be  pro- 
cessed as  a  substitution  for  the  report  of 
the  committee  pursuant  to  Rule  25  as 
would  any  other  substitute. 

(3)  The  signers  of  the  minority  report 
shall  select  one  of  their  number  to  pres- 
ent the  report.  This  person  shall  have 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the 
chairperson  in  the  presentation  of  the 
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committee  report.  In  closing  debate  on 
the  minority  report,  the  member  pre- 
senting the  minority  report  shall  speak 
first  and  the  chairperson  last. 

Rule  37.  Speakers  For  and  Against 

(1 )  When  the  report  of  a  committee  is 
under  consideration,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  bishop  presiding  to  ascertain, 
when  recognizing  a  member  of  the 
Conference,  on  which  side  the  member 
proposes  to  speak;  the  chair  shall  not 
assign  the  floor  to  any  member  propos- 
ing to  speak  on  the  same  side  of  the 
pending  question  as  the  spieaker  imme- 
diately preceding  if  any  member  de- 
sires to  speak  on  the  other  side  thereof. 

(2)  Except  for  undebatable  motions 
(Rule  17),  no  report  shall  t>e  adopted  or 
question  relating  to  the  same  decided 
without  oppHjrtunity  having  been 
given  for  at  least  two  speeches  for  and 
two  against  the  said  proposal.  After 
three  speeches  for  and  three  against 
and  provided  no  secondary  motions 
come  before  the  floor,  the  questions 
shall  be  put  automatically.  However, 
the  chairf>erson  and /or  duly  autho- 
rized member  or  members  presenting 
the  committee's  rep>ort  (and  the  minor- 
ity report  chairperson  or  representative 
if  there  be  one)  shall  be  entitled  to  speak 
before  the  vote  is  taken.  (See  Rule  36.) 

(3)  The  right  of  the  chairperson 
and/or  other  member  or  members  to 
close  the  debate  shall  prevail  in  like 
manner  to  a  limit  of  three  minutes 
when  a  vote  is  about  to  be  taken  on  a 
motion  to  amend,  to  substitute,  to  post- 
pone, to  refer,  or  to  lay  on  the  table  or 
any  other  motion  whose  adoption 
would  vitally  affect  the  report  under 
consideration.  (See  Rules  9,  36.) 

Rule  38.  Effective  Date 

All  legislation  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
shall  become  effective  January  1  follow- 
ing the  session  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence at  which  it  is  enacted,  unless 
otherwise  specified.  (See  Discipline 
508.) 


VI.  Suspending,  Amending,  and 
Supplementing 

Rule  39.  Suspension  of  the  Rules 

The  operation  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Plan  of  Organization  or  of  these 
Rules  of  Order  may  be  suspended  at 
any  time  by  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Con- 
ference. (See  Rule  27.3.) 

Rule  40.  Amending  Rules 

The  Plan  of  Organization  and  these 
Rules  of  Order  may  be  amended  or 
changed  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
Conference;  provided  the  proposed 
change  or  amendment  has  originated 
in  the  Committee  on  Plan  of  Organiza- 
tion and  Rules  of  Order  or  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Conference  in  writing  and 
referred  to  this  committee,  which  com- 
mittee shall  report  thereon  not  later 
than  the  following  day.  (See  Rule  27.3 
and  Plan  of  Organization  VII.B.) 

The  Plan  of  Organization  and  Rules 
of  Order  as  adopted  at  the  opening  ses- 
sion shall  be  printed  in  the  next  Daily 
Christian  Advocate. 

Rule  41.  Robert's  Rules  of  Order, 
Supplemental  Authority 

In  any  parliamentary  situation  not 
covered  by  the  Plan  of  Organization  or 
these  Rules  of  Order,  the  General  Con- 
ference shall  be  governed  in  its  action 
by  the  current  edition  of  Robert's  Rules 
of  Order. 

Rule  42.  Persons  Without  Right  to 
Make  or  Second  a  Motion 

A  person  seated  in  the  conference 
with  the  right  to  speak,  but  without 
vote,  does  not  have  the  right  to  make  a 
motion  or  second  motions. 

Connectional  Process  Team  Presenta- 
tion Plan 

We  propose  that  the  Connectional 
Process  Team  (CPT)  Report  come  be- 
fore the  General  Conference  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner: 


1.  The  Connectional  Process  Team 
will  present  its  repwrt  to  the  General 
Conference  in  plenary  session  on 
Wednesday  morning,  May  3,  as  an  or- 
der of  the  day. 

2.  Following  this  presentation,  the 
delegates  to  General  Conference  will  be 
divided  into  25  randomly  selected 
non-legislative  groups  for  reflection 
and  dialogue  on  the  CPT  repwrt. 

3.  Each  group  will  meet  for  90  min- 
utes guided  by  a  convener  bishop  se- 
lected by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

4.  Each  group  will  be  provided  a  re- 
corder who  is  a  non-delegate. 

5.  On  Wednesday  evening.  May  3, 
the  conveners  and  recorders  will  meet 
to  compare  experiences  and  to  identify 
areas  of  consensus  with,  dissent  from, 
or  questions  about  the  CPT  report  and 
proposals. 

6.  On  Thursday  evening.  May  4,  im- 
mediately following  the  opening  wor- 
ship, the  conveners  and  recorders  will 
provide  the  General  Conference  with  a 
written  summary  of  the  small  group 
meetings. 

7.  Following  time  to  read  the  written 
report,  the  General  Conference  will  en- 
ter into  a  time  of  prayerful  discernment 
to  ask  the  Holy  Spirit  to  give  the  Con- 
ference the  mind  of  Christ  and  make 
clear  the  will  of  God  for  our  Church  on 
this  issue. 

8.  On  Friday,  May  5,  following  the  Af- 
rica Committee  Report,  the  floor  of  the 
conference  shall  be  open  for  debate 
up>on  amendments  to  or  other  action 
upon  the  report  as  the  conference  shall 
direct.  This  action  shall  proceed  any 
legislative  committee  action  up>on  spe- 
cific petitions  related  to  the  CPT  report. 

8.  Petitior\s  related  to  the  CPT  report 
as  assigned  to  the  appropriate  legisla- 
tive Committees  will  follow  the  legisla- 
tive process  in  accordance  with  the  Plan 
of  Organization  and  Rules  of  Order 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference. 
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Communion  Meditation 
by  Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan 

Mark  5:1-20 


[The  beginning  of  this  address  is  inaudible 
on  the  audiotape.] 

[The  demoniac  is]  barely  a  human  be- 
ing. He  is  exiled  to  the  graveyard,  to  the 
place  where  only  silence  and  the  dead 
reside.  How  many  people  is  he?  How 
many  voices  come  from  him?  He  is 
many,  so  very  many,  that  he  seems  a 
monster  who  cannot  be  understood  or 
cared  for  by  other  people.  For  Jesus  sees 
this  man  as  we  do,  bruised  and  tattered, 
and  twisted.  Jesus  hears  the  voices  of 
the  legion,  but  Jesus  also  sees  some- 
thing else.  For  when  Jesus  gazes  upon 
him,  he  sees  what  no  one  else  can  see. 
He  sees  the  one  loved  and  blessed  child 
of  God  whom  this  poor  man  once  had 
been.  Jesus  sees  Legion,  not  as  he  is,  but 
as  he  can  be  again,  whole  and  restored 
to  life.  Jesus  sees  him  as  God  has  cre- 
ated him,  before  the  demons  had  come. 
So  after  Jesus  had  instructed  the  de- 
mons to  come  out  of  him,  he  asked  the 
man  his  name,  gave  him  a  chance  to 
speak,  to  give  the  name  by  which  he  is 
known.  But  the  response  comes  from 
even  more  demons:  "We  are  called  Le- 
gion," they  cried,  "for  we  are  many  in 
this  one  man." 

Well,  is  it  possible  to  see  ourselves  in 
this  gospel  account,  dear  friends,  as  a 
people,  as  a  General  Conference,  as  a 
church?  Here  we  gather  at  this  General 
Conference  to  discuss,  to  debate,  to 
share,  and — yes — to  struggle,  often 
with  each  other,  we  who  are  many. 
Now  when  the  world  watches  us — and 
be  sure,  the  world  watches  us — do  we 
appear  as  Christ  sees  us,  whole  and 
blessed?  When  the  world  listens  to  us, 
do  our  voices  sound  as  Christ  would 
hear  us?  Do  our  words  seem  faithful 


and  committed  to  him,  loving  and  sup- 
portive of  one  another?  Are  we  the  one, 
the  loved  body  of  Christ  our  Lord?  Or 
do  we  appear  as  the  demoniac  in  the 
graveyard,  talking  incessantly,  filled 
with  a  thousand  conflicting  voices, 
filled  with  anger,  filled  with  rage? 

Well,  there's  a  hopeful  promise  for  us 
in  this  gospel  lesson.  When  we  find  our- 
selves trapped,  as  was  this  man,  Jesus 
stands  among  the  tombstones.  Where 
we're  hiding,  bruised  and  shaken,  he 
hears  us  as  we  raise  our  many  voices  to 
each  other.  He  is  with  us  in  this  place 
and  will  hear  our  every  word.  Let  us  in- 
vite him,  now,  to  touch  us  so  our  exile 
among  the  dead  can  be  ended.  When 
Christ  touched  the  man  who  was  Le- 
gion, he  was  restored,  and  his  many 
voices  were  healed  and  harmonized 
into  a  beautiful  voice  with  only  one 
word  to  share.  The  Savior  tells  a  man, 
now  healed,  "Go  back  and  tell  your 
friends  of  what  the  Lord  has  done  for 
you  and  what  mercy  has  been  shown 
you."  Once  possessed  of  a  thousand 
voices,  now  a  single  message  remains: 
Tell  the  world  what  God  has  done  for 
you  and  what  mercy  has  been  shown 
you. 

As  we  gather  for  the  General  Confer- 
ence, we'  11  come  to  the  Table  of  the  Lord 
and  we  will  celebrate  Eucharist  to  re- 
mind ourselves — no,  more  than 
that — to  claim  our  identity.  The  theme 
of  our  conference  is  "We  who  are  many 
are  one  body"  in  Christ.  Do  we  need  to 
remind  ourselves  that  we  are  many? 
Did  you  see  that  opening  procession? 
We  come  from  all  over  the  world!  We 
speak  multiple  languages.  We  differ  in 
theological  opinions.  And  we  represent 
different  cultures.  We  who  are  gath- 


ered here  are  many,  but  we're  gathered 
here  as  one  body.  This  is  Christ's  vision 
for  us.  Don't  forget  it.  For  the  Christian 
family,  unity  is  both  a  gift  given  and  an 
ideal  we  seek.  Diversity  is  a  gift  of  God 
as  well,  not  to  be  managed,  manipu- 
lated, but  to  claim. 

Early  in  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesians, 
Paul  makes  clear  the  source  of  our 
unity.  He  sounds  the  primary  evangeli- 
cal protestant  core  doctrine  of  justifica- 
tion by  grace  through  faith.  The  gentile 
readers,  the  first  readers  of  the  epistle, 
receive  Paul's  words  with  great  joy.  The 
way  is  now  open  for  all.  Those  who 
were  far  off  and  those  who  are  near 
have  been  reconciled,  brought  into  one 
body  by  the  cross.  All  now  have  access 
by  the  Spirit  to  the  Father.  See,  unity  is  a 
gift  to  those  who  have  been  reconciled 
to  God  through  Christ.  Dear  friends, 
Christ  is  our  peace.  Our  unity  is  a  gift 
but  is  also  a  promise  to  be  claimed. 

Oh,  what  a  challenge!  What  a  chal- 
lenge as  we  come  together!  Some  be- 
lieve our  unity  appears  to  be  fragile,  but 
not  because  his  gift  is  not  complete  and 
totally  sufficient.  We  must  claim  it  and 
live  in  it.  But  as  Jesus  looked  past  the 
demons,  he  saw  a  person,  whole  and 
healthy.  And  he  looks  at  us,  and  we  can 
look  at  each  other  and  see  each  other  for 
who  we  are.  We  can  look  past  all  divi- 
sions to  see  a  brother's  face,  a  sister's 
face,  even  the  face  of  our  beloved,  the 
face  of  Jesus  Christ.  Oh,  all  of  us  gath- 
ered in  this  place  are  precious  to  him. 
Christ  would  not  stifle  anyone's  voice, 
for  through  our  voices  comes  the  Spirit. 
We  would  hear  everyone's  voice  in  this 
body  who,  in  conviction  and  faith,  of- 
fers an  opinion  or  a  plea  before  this  con- 
ference. 


1717 


May  3.  2000 


Now  am  I  talking  about  unity  at  any 
cost?  Well,  we  know  this:  Christ  paid 
our  cost,  and  there  is  never  a  time  for 
drawing  a  line  in  the  sand.  We  must  re- 
member that  if  Jesus  drew  in  the  sand,  it 
would  not  be  a  line,  but  it'd  be  a  circle;  it 
would  be  a  circle.  Friends,  the  crucified 
Christ  paid  the  highest  cost  to  draw  a 
circle  around  all  of  us. 

in  June,  1998,  an  article  about  one  of 
our  Kentucky  Methodist  congregations 
appeared  on  the  front  page  of  the  Wall 
Street  loiinial.  It  was  about  a  church, 
Bryantsville,  a  small  rural  church  just 
south  of  Louisville.  They  had  dug  deep 
into  their  pockets  to  buy  a  93-year-old 
farmhouse  to  be  used  as  a  parsonage. 
But  buried  deep  into  the  fine  print  of 
the  deed — and  unknown  to  the  church 
before  the  purchase — was  a  valuable 
commodity,  a  permit  to  grow  1,850 
pounds  of  burley  tobacco.  Well,  this 
meant  a  generous  financial  dividend 
for  the  church,  and  what  began  with  ex- 
citement grew  into  a  painful  dispute 
over  emphysema,  and  cancer,  and  the 
responsibilities  of  churchgoing  Chris- 
tians regarding  tobacco.  Well,  in 
Bryantsville,  the  debate  was  primarily 
between  a  majority  of  the  congregation 
and  just  one  family.  Both  groups  were 
devoted  to  their  church,  and  both 
(were)  profoundly  opposed  to  the 
other's  position. 

The  young  student  pastor,  James  Wil- 
liams, student  at  Asbury,  along  with 
the  vast  majority  of  the  congregation, 
never  doubted  what  the  church  should 
do.  They  said,  "We  just  cannot  be  in  the 
business  of  raising  a  crop  that  is  harm- 
ful to  people's  health."  Well,  Grover 
Drew,  a  wonderful  man  in  the  church,  a 
member  of  the  church  all  of  his 
life — and  a  tobacco  fanner  him- 
self— bristled  at  the  very  idea  that  the 
church  would  not  rent  or  sell  their  to- 
bacco allotment,  and  his  position  was, 
"We  will  rent  or  sell  the  allotment  or  I'll 
look  for  me  another  church." 

Well,  for  many  in  the  church,  Mr. 
Drew  was  drawing  that  line  in  the  sand. 
An  administrative  board  meeting  was 
called,  and  they  decided  to  pray  over 
the  issue  and  study  the  Social  Principles 
to  discern  God's  will,  and  after  the 
study  and  many  long  discussions  and 
prayers,  the  church  members  finally 
reached  the  conclusion  that  they  would 
rather —  they  would  not  sell  and  they 
would  not  rent  the  allotment.  They  de- 
termined that  the  church  would  not 
profit  from  this  tobacco  allotment. 


Well,  Mr.  Drew  and  his  wife  were  the 
only  ones  who  voted  against  it.  The 
young  pastor  and  the  congregation 
were  very  anxious.  They  were  worried 
whether  or  not  Mr.  Drew  would  return. 
Well,  their  aruieties  were  sort  of  re- 
lieved the  following  Sunday  morning 
when  Grover  and  his  wife  pulled  up  in 
the  churchyard  in  his  pickup  truck.  He 
seemed  to  be  in  a  good  mood.  James 
said  that  Mr.  Drew  never  said  a  whole 
lot.  He  was  always  cheerful  and  smiling 
and  supportive,  and  each  week,  the 
only  words  he  ever  heard  him  say,  he 
would  walk  up  to  him  and  shake  his 
hand  and  say  to  him  something  like 
this:  "That  was  a  mighty  fine  sermon. 
Brother  Jim,  and  I  do  hope  you  have  a 
good  week."  But  someone  said  to  him 
as  he  got  out  of  his  pickup  truck  in  the 
parking  lot,  "We  were  afraid  that  you'd 
be  mad  and  you  would  not  come  back 
to  the  church."  And  Grover  quickly  re- 
sponded, "Shucks,  I'm  not  goin'  to  let  a 
little  tobacco  come  between  me  and  the 
people  I  care  about." 

Well,  when  the  worship  service  was 
concluded  and  people  gathered  on  the 
church  steps,  Grover  came  up  to  the 
young  preacher,  smiled,  and  extended 
his  hand,  and  said,  "That  sure  was  a 
mighty  fine  sermon.  Brother  Jim,"  and 
the  people  relaxed  because  they  knew 
all  was  well  with  Grover. 

At  some  point,  we  need  to  under- 
stand that  living  together  in  the  bond  of 
love  is  God's  will  for  us.  Unity's  a  pre- 
cious thing.  In  fact,  unity  is  the  gift  that 
is  ours,  through  our  salvation  and  Bap- 
tism. It  is  our  unity  in  Christ  that  is  the 
miracle  that  makes  us  strong!  Without 
it,  we  will  have  lost  each  other,  and  we 
should  not  be  willing  to  lose  one.  The 
question  might  very  well  be:  Can  we 
have  unity  without  uniformity?  Well, 
once  Christ's  saving  hand  has  touched 
us,  and  once  our  conversations  are  over 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  has  led  us — once  his 
commandment  to  go  out  into  all  the 
world  has  sent  us  from  here — our  mis- 
sion beyond  these  walls  is  sacred.  We 
are  to  spare  the  world  our  differences. 
Once  our  struggles  to  decide  are  over, 
once  our  decisions  have  been  made, 
once  each  voice  has  been  heard  and 
weighed,  we  must  allow  the  hand  of  Je- 
sus to  touch  us,  heal  our  hurts,  and  give 
us  one  voice  with  which  we  are  then 
sent  out  to  tell  the  world  one 
thmg — one  thing,  one  simple,  holy 
thing — we're  to  tell  the  world  what 
God  has  done  for  us  and  what  mercy 
has  been  shown  us  in  Christ  Jesus. 


Oh,  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  brought 
us  who  were  once  far  off  near.  Nothing 
else  can  give  life  to  a  desperate  world. 
Nothing  else  can  heal  our  world  but  the 
mercy  of  God.  Not  our  doing,  not  our 
debating,  not  our  striving.  To  the  world 
that  watches  us,  listens  to  us,  strains  to 
understand  us,  let  us  only  speak  of  this 
one  thing:  speak  of  the  mercy  Christ 
has  shown  us,  tell  and  demonstrate  that 
we  who  were  once  aliens  and  strangers 
to  the  covenants  of  promise,  having  no 
hope  without  God  in  the  world,  now  in 
Jesus  Christ  have  been  redeemed  and 
made  one  body  with  one  mission — to 
share  his  saving  grace  with  all  the 
world  and  make  of  the  whole  world 
disciples  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Hear  me  friends,  this  must  be  our  pri- 
mary focus  for  the  General  Conference, 
and  it  is  this  mission  and  the  strategies 
for  fulfilling  this  mission  that  should  re- 
quire the  overwhelming  amount  of  our 
attention  during  these  days. 

Elizabeth  (.unintelligible  middle  name) 
Pitts,  a  member  of  the  Duke  University 
faculty,  has  given  me  the  permission  to 
tell  you  about  her  older  sister,  Mary 
Blair.  Beth  claims  that  it  was  her  sister 
who  taught  her  what  it  meant  to  be 
loved  of  God.  Mary  Blair  is  mentally  re- 
tarded and  has  lived  in  a  special  home 
for  the  mentally  retarded  for  over  40 
years.  Beth  tells  how  her  brother,  Carl, 
who  had  not  seen  Mary  Blair  in  over  25 
years,  decided  that  he  would  overcome 
his  distaste  for  hospitals  and  travel 
down  to  Gracewood  near  Augusta, 
Georgia,  to  visit  her.  Carl  was  about 
two  years  older  than  Mary  Blair,  and  he 
had  not  seen  her  since  she  was  11  and 
he  was  13,  and  now  they  were  both  in 
their  early  forties.  You  need  to  know 
that  Mary  Blair  does  not  have  language, 
and  her  mind  is  frozen  at  about  18 
months.  Her  life  consisted  of  enjoying 
music  and  food  and  sunlight  on  a 
swingset.  So  Carl  had  no  idea  whether 
Mary  Blair  would  even  recognize  him 
when  he  came  to  see  her  after  so  many 
years  apart.  Beth  said  that  when  Carl 
and  the  parents  were  there  in  the  hospi- 
tal unit,  they  sat  around  and  talked  to- 
gether while  Mary  Blair,  as  always, 
watched  and  rocked  and  listened  from 
the  bed.  But  all  the  time,  she  was  staring 
at  Carl,  that  forty-something-looking 
man  with  graying  hair  and  widening 
midsection  and  a  beard  on  his  face.  And 
she  stared  at  him  for  a  long  time.  Then 
she  suddenly  did  something  extraordi- 
nary. She  got  out  of  her  bed  and  went 
over  to  him,  she  grabbed  him  by  the 
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wrist  and  started  dragging  him  toward 
the  door  and  down  the  hail.  And  Beth 
says  that  she  can  be  very  persuasive 
when  she  wants  something.  So  he  went 
with  her,  and  the  mother  and  the  father 
followed  as  she  led  him  into  the  patient 
lounge  near  the  nurse's  station,  which 
was  really  little  more  than  a  glass  booth 
with  a  television  set  and  a  long,  vinyl 
sofa.  Once  in  the  room,  Mary  Blair  sat 
on  the  sofa  in  front  of  the  TV,  and  she 
pulled  Carl  down  next  to  her  so  that 
they  were  sitting  side  by  side.  In  that  ac- 
tion, Mary  Blair  had  said  everything 
she  needed  to  say.  She  had  made  it 
abundantly  clear  to  all  of  them  that  she 
had  recognized  Carl  and  she  knew  who 
he  really  was.  He  wasn't  just  some 
fortv-something-year-old  man,  some 
strange,  gray-haired  person.  She  had 
seen  past  the  weight  and  the  tracks  of 
life  upon  his  face.  She  saw  the  boy  she 
had  once  sat  next  to  on  a  sofa  back  at 
home.  Here  was  a  little  boy  with  whom 
she  had  watched  TV  so  long  ago  in 
childhood.  She  knew  that  the  man  who 
came  to  see  her  was  once,  and  was  still, 
the  boy  who  was  her  brother. 

This  is  how  Jesus  saw  Legion — not  as 
he  was,  but  as  he  could  be  again,  whole 
and  restored  to  life.  Jesus  saw  him  as 
God  created  him,  before  the  demons 
had  come.  Jesus  looked  past  the  actions 
of  a  shattered  man  to  see  him  as  he  once 
was  and  could  be  again.  And  that  hapi- 
pens  to  us,  over  and  over  again,  as  we 
come  to  the  Table  of  the  Lord.  Here  in 
this  place  we  will  hear  God's  message 
of  grace  and  mercy.  Jesus  will  take  us 
by  the  hand  in  this  place,  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  lead  us  to  the  table,  and  we 
will  remember  who  we  really  are  and 
who  our  sisters  and  brothers  are.  This  is 
the  table  he  has  prepared  with  his  own 


bleeding  hands,  and  we  are  his  guests. 
This  is  the  table  he  has  set  to  bring  us 
home  to  one  another,  to  make  us  whole 
and  set  us  free.  But  beware,  hear  me,  be- 
ware all  who  come  here,  look  around  at 
those  who  are  with  you  as  you  come. 
Nobody  deserves  it,  but  all  of  us  are 
here.  Are  we  not  all  here?  The  one  with 
whom  you  agree  and  the  one  with 
whom  you  disagree.  There  are  those 
whose  faces  are  different  color,  the  ones 
who  hear  the  gospel  in  different  ac- 
cents. We  need  each  other  to  hear  the 
fullness  of  the  gospel. 

Unity  does  not  mean  sameness.  Who- 
ever comes  to  the  table  of  Christ  must 
be  reminded  that  we  did  not  make  up 
the  guest  list,  because  we're  all  a  guest, 
adopted  children.  Every  one  must 
agree  to  be  a  sister  or  a  brother  to  all  oth- 
ers, because  what  we  celebrate  here  is 
the  only  thing  that  gives  us  unity,  and 
that  is  the  shed  blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  reminder  of  his  resurrec- 
tion and  living  presence  with  us  as  his 
body,  the  church. 

Barbara  Brown  Taylor  has  said  that 
no  matter  how  much  we  may  mess 
things  up,  some  things  are  goin'  to  keep 
turning  out  all  right,  because  we  are  not 
in  charge.  Although  to  come  to  this  ta- 
ble is  to  come  confessing  our  sins  and 
receiving  Christ's  forgiveness,  an  activ- 
ity we're  not  in  charge  of.  As  Paul  said 
once,  we've  come  here — to  this  table, 
that  is — once  we  have  received  his  sav- 
ing grace,  we're  all  brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  body  of  Christ.  Here,  Legion  will 
give  way  to  Jesus,  and  we  will  arise  and 
speak  only  of  God's  mercy  and  what 
great  things  have  been  done  for  us.  Oh, 
if  you  would  be  healed,  if  you  will  be  a 
source  of  healing  for  a  broken  world,  if 


you  will  be  a  dynamic  of  healing  as  we 
move  through  these  days  of  General 
Conference,  come  to  the  table.  Here  you 
will  find  bread  for  the  wilderness  and 
wine  for  the  journey.  Here  the  claim  of 
Christ  will  be  laid  upon  you  again  to  be 
his  body,  to  speak  his  Word,  to  be  his 
presence  of  love  and  mercy  in  a  world 
that  never  more  desperately  needed  it. 

Now  hear  the  epistle,  once  more,  just 
some  brief  verses.  From  the  pen  of  Eu- 
gene Peterson,  let  me  read  this  para- 
phrase. 

In  the  light  of  all  this — the  fourth 
chapter  of  Ephesians — in  the  light  of  all 
this,  here's  what  I  want  you  to  do. 
While  I'm  locked  up  here,  a  prisoner  for 
the  master,  I  want  you  to  get  out  there 
and  walk — better  yet,  run — on  the  road 
God  called  you  to  travel.  I  don't  want 
any  of  you  sitting  around  on  your 
hands.  I  don't  want  anybody  strolling 
off  down  some  path  that  goes  nowhere. 
And  mark  that  you  do  this  with  humil- 
ity and  discipline;  for  not  in  fits  and 
starts,  but  steadily  pouring  yourselves 
out  for  each  other  in  acts  of  love,  alert  at 
noticing  differences  and  quick  at  mend- 
ing fences,  you  are  all  called  to  travel  in 
the  same  road  and  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. So  stay  together,  both  outwardly 
and  inwardly.  You  have  one  master, 
one  faith,  one  Baptism,  one  God  and  Fa- 
ther of  all  who  rules  over  all,  works 
through  all,  and  is  present  in  all.  Every- 
thing you  are  and  think  and  do  is  per- 
meated with  oneness. 

Oh,  if  we  have  heard  these  words  so 
that  they  take  root  in  our  hearts  and 
change  the  way  we  live  our  lives,  then 
they  will  become  for  us  and  all  who 
know  us  truly  the  words  of  the  living 
God.  Amen. 
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BISHOP  ROBERT  C.  MORGAN 
(Louisville);  We're  a  little  behind,  but 
we're  going  to  catch  up  if  you'll  take 
your  seats.  All  right,  if  you'll  come  to 
order.  It's  been  a  wonderful,  celebrative 
afternoon  and  we're  now  ready  to  do  a 
little  bit  of  business.  Once  again,  the 
delegates  would  please  take  their 
places.  When  you  are  in  your  places,  I'll 
call  you  to  order  and  we'll  begin.  All 
right,  if  I  might  have  your  attention.  By 
the  grace  of  God,  we're  here  and  the 


General  Conference  2000  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  come  to  order. 

Let  us  pray. 

(prayer) 

Well,  you  have  noticed  that  we  are 
long  halls.  I  feel  that  I'm  sitting  under  a 
goalpost  at  this  end  and  the  people 
from  the  Holston  conference.  North 
Carolina  conference,  I  know  that  you're 
back  there.  I  know  you're  back  there 
and  Oklahoma,  I  know  you're  back 
there.  And  we  got  these  wimps  up  here 
in  the  front  row  from  Western  Pennsyl- 


vania and  Central  New  York,  you 
know.  If  you'll  start  putting  your  tithes 
in  like  they  do,  back  in  the  back,  we'll 
move  you  forward,  and  so  on.  Oh,  it's  a 
great  .  .  .  We  come  from  all  over  this 
world  to  meet  and  what  a  delight  it  is. 
So  we  must  move  now  to  get  organized. 
Now  turn  to  Carolyn  Marshall,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  General  Conference  to 
help  us  along. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL;  Bishop 
Morgan,  one  announcement  needs  to 
be  made  before  we  begin  that  part,  and 
that  is  a  request  that  all  bishops  and 
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presidents  of  autonomous  affiliated, 
autonomous  concordat  Methodist 
churches  sitting  as  delegates  come  to 
the  front  of  the  stage  on  your  left  in  or- 
der that  you  may  be  introduced  quite 
soon. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  May  I  interrupt 
even  here  with  that  announcement  to 
say  that  there  was  an  omission  in  the 
memorial  service  and  we  failed  to  list 
Wilma  Frank.  There's  always  that,  and  I 
know  you'll  want  to  add  that  family  to 
your  prayers.  Excuse  me,  Carolyn.  1 
meant  to  do  that  first. 

Roll  Call  Procedures 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  As  we  be- 
gin the  conference,  we  would  like  to 
have  everyone  know  that  the  rolls  will 
be  taken  from  the  registrations  which 
each  of  you  have  done;  that  Bishop 
Rader,  who  is  Secretary  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  will  provide  the  roUcall  for 
the  Council  of  Bishops;  Sally  AsKew 
that  for  the  Judicial  Council;  Dave 
Lundquist,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  for  gen- 
eral agencies;  chairpjersons  of  delega- 
tions and  chairpersons  of  delegations 
of  the  affiliated  autonomous  and 
united  churches  for  their  delegations. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  roll  call 
has  been  cared  for.  Turn  now  to  Bishop 
William  Grove  who  is  the  ecumenical 
officer  who  represents  us  in  the  ecu- 
menical community  around  the  world 
of  the  Council  to  come  and  present  the 
affiliated  autonomous  church  repre- 
sentatives. 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  B.  GROVE  (Re- 
tired): Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  We 
have  seated  in  our  conference  and  as 
fjart  of  our  family  for  these  two  weeks, 
representatives,  delegates  from  other 
Methodist  churches  throughout  the 
world  and  we're  happy  to  welcome 
them  now.  First,  I  would  like  to  ask 
Bishop  Elias  Galvan  and  Bishop  Joel 
Martinez  to  come  forward,  present  to 
you  bishops  and  presidents  from  other 
Methodist  churches  and  then  I  will 
present  delegates. 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  GROVE:  We  are  a 
world-wide  Methodist  family.  Every 
time  we  gather  as  a  General  Conference 
we  welcome  and  have  fellowship  with 
our  sisters  and  brothers  from  around 
the  world.  We  are  blessed  as  we  gather 
in  Cleveland  with  the  participation 
again  of  our  colleagues,  bishops,  and 
presidents  of  churches  of  autonomous, 
autonomous-affiliated,  and  concordant 


churches  from  around  the  world.  In  the 
language  of  Benito  Juarez  and  Cervan- 
tes, desde  lejos  han  llegado,  y  Dios  los 
ha  traido  con  bien.  Thanks  be  to  God; 
you  have  come  a  long  way,  and  God 
has  brought  you  safely  here. 

Our  Council  of  Bishops  rejoices  in 
welcoming  our  colleagues  to  Cleveland 
and  to  this  General  Conference.  I  will 
now  call  on  my  colleague  Bishop 
Galvan  who  will  read  the  name  of  the 
church  that  our  colleagues  preside  over 
and  lead,  and  then  each  colleague  will 
introduce  himself  or  herself  and  then 
Bishop  Morgan  will  greet  them  on  be- 
half of  the  Council. 

Guests  from  Autonomous  Churches 

ELIAS  GALVAN:  Yes,  I  would  like  to 
present  some  of  our  bishops  from  some 
of  our  autonomous  Methodist 
churches.  From  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Argentina,  Obispo  Aldo  Echegoyen. 
From  the  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil, 
Bishop  Paulo  Lockman  of  the  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro Conference.  From  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Bolivia  (not  here).  From  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Chile,  Obispo 
Naftali  Aravena.  From  the  United 
Evangelical  Church  of  Equador, 
ObisofX)  Salomon  Cabezas,  por  la 
gracia  de  Dios.  From  the  Church  of 
China  ,  Bishop  Philip  Seng.  From  the 
Church  of  Samoa,  Faatloese  Auvaa, 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Samoa.  Thank  you  for  being  here  sir. 
From  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Costa  Rica,  Obispo  Luis 
Palomo.  From  the  Evangelical  Church 
of  Spain,  Enrique  Capul  de  Bajelora. 
Thank  you  for  being  here.  From  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Hong  Kong 
-Greetings  from  Hong  Kong,  it's  good 
to  see  you  here — thank  you,  it's  been 
awhile.  From  the  Methodist  Evangeli- 
cal Church  of  Italy,  Pastore  Valdo 
Benecchi.  From  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Kenya,  Bishop  Zabon  John 
Nthamburi.  Thank  you  for  being  here. 
From  the  Methodist  Church  of  the  Un- 
ion of  Mynmar,  Bishop  U.  Maung  Than, 
known  as  Burma  before.  From  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of  Nica- 
ragua, Rueben  Vak.  From  the  Evangeli- 
cal Methodist  Church  of  Panama, 
ObisfK)  Pedro  Arauez.  From  the  Meth- 
odist Church  of  Peru  Jorge  Figeroa. 
From  the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  the 
Philippines,  Bishop  Elmer  Bolocon. 
From  the  Iglesia  Metodista  Evangelica, 
Obispo  Irineu  Cunha.  Thank  you  for 
being  here.  The  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Uruguay,  Beatriz  Ferrari, 
President  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 


Uruguay.  Thank  you  for  being  here. 
President  of  Semial,  Bishop  Isaias 
Gutierrez.  Bishop,  thank  you  for  being 
here,  God  bless  you.  [He]  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  America,  Mr. 
Gutierrez.  President  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Fiji.  (Representative)  Greet- 
ings from  the  Methodist  Church  in  Fiji. 
We're  glad  you're  here.  From  the 
United  Church  of  the  Dominican  Re- 
public Rev.  Alejandro  Theodor.  Wel- 
come, thank  you  for  being  here.  From 
the  United  Church  of  Japan,  (represen- 
tative). Thank  you  for  being  here. 

Will  you  greet  the  friends? 

[applause] 

A  Prayer  for  Bishop  Mendez 
and  Puerto  Rico 

BISHOP  MARTINEZ:  One  of  our  col- 
leagues from  the  Affiliated  Autono- 
mous Church  of  Puerto  Rico  is  not  with 
us  today.  Bishop  Juan  Vera  Mendez, 
who  is  a  part  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
is  on  the  island  of  Vieques  which  is  a 
municipality  of  the  commonwealth  a 
few  miles  from  the  main  island  in  the 
midst  of  a  peaceful  ecumenical  protest 
in  the  restricted  zone  of  the  naval 
bombing  range  on  that  island.  He  has 
sent  greetings  to  the  council  earlier  in 
the  week,  requesting  our  prayers  for 
himself,  the  Methodist  church,  and  the 
ecumenical  colleagues  and  leaders  who 
join  together  in  solidarity  in  that  fjeace- 
ful  protest.  You  have  been  reading  and 
seeing  in  the  media,  the  various  media, 
the  imminent  confrontation  that  is 
likely  to  happen  there.  We  would  ask 
on  behalf  of  Bishop  Vera  Mendez  and 
other  ecumenical  leaders  that  we  hold 
them  in  our  prayers,  in  our  thoughts 
during  these  hours  and  during  these 
days  of  general  conference.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  hope  at  the  appropriate  time 
prayer  might  be  offered  in  the  midst  of 
our  colleagues  here  on  behalf  of  Bishop 
Vera  Mendez  and  the  church  in  Puerto 
Rico. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  And  Bishop 
Martinez,  I  ask  you  now,  while  you're 
here,  to  offer  that  prayer  for  not  only 
our  brother  the  bishop  but  for  all  of  our 
Methodist  friends  in  Puerto  Rico,  espe- 
cially on  the  island  of  Vieques. 

BISHOP  MARTINEZ:  Let  us  pray. 

(prayer) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Amen.  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  Turn  back  now  to  Carolyn 
Marshall . . .  Bill,  microphone  3. 
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Concordat  Relationships 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  BOYD  GROVE: 
We  have  relationships,  which  we  call 
concordat  relationships  with  three 
churches,  and  we  want  to  recognize 
those  churches.  The  Methodist  Church 
in  Great  Britain,  which  is  the  mother 
church  of  world  Methodism  and  The 
United  Methodist  Church  have  a  some- 
what unique  relationship  in  that  we 
have  two  voting  delegates  annually  in 
their  conference  and  they  have  four 
voting  delegates  annually  in 
our — quadrennially — in  our  general 
conference.  The  leader  of  their  delega- 
tion is  not  at  the  present  time  a  presi- 
dent, although  he  has  been  president  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Great  Britain, 
bu  t  he  is  secretary  of  conference.  Rever- 
end Nigel  Collinson,  and  with  the  other 
delegates  from  Great  Britain — they're 
sealed  in  section  D,  row  2,  and  we'll  ask 
them  in  just  a  moment  to  stand,  but  not 
until  I  also  mention  the  others.  We  have 
a  concordat  relation  with  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Amer- 
icas— they're  seated  in  section  A,  row 
9 — and  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mex- 
ico— they're  seated  in  section  A,  row  5. 
The  affiliated  autonomous  delegates 
are  seated  in  the  back,  and  I'm  told  the 
only  reason  for  that  has  to  do  with  the 
voting  machines  and  the  placement  of 
voting  machines  since  those  delegates 
do  not  have  votes.  But  I  would  like  to 
ask  that  the  delegates  from  the  3  con- 
cordat church  that  I  mentioned — Great 
Britain,  Caribbean  and  the  Americas, 
and  Mexico — to  stand,  and  the  dele- 
gates from  the  Affiliated  Autonomous 
Churches — the  churches  have  already 
been  named  as  your  bishops  and  presi- 
dents were  presented — if  you  would  all 
stand,  and  we'll  ask  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  welcome  you  for- 
mally on  behalf  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  on  behalf  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, and  then  the  conference  will 
greet  you.  Bishop  Morgan. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Yes,  we  see 
them  here.  What  a  joy  it  is  have  you.  We 
welcome  you. 

(applause) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  The  other  day  I 
preached  for  Bishop  Nathaniel  Lindsay 
at  (uniiicntifiable)  Memorial  Church  in 
Louisville  at  the  occasion  of  their  con- 
ference, several  states  in  the  CME 
church  ,  and  as  I  was  leaving  to  go  over 
there,  my  wife,  Martha,  said,  "Where 
are  you  going?"  and  I  told  her,  and  she 


said,  "Oh,  they're  our  cousins."  I  said, 
"No,  they're  not  our  cousins,  they're 
our  brothers  and  sisters."  And  all  of 
you  are  brothers  and  sisters  with  us  in 
this  family,  and  we  are  honored  with 
your  presence  this  day,  indeed.  Now,  I 
turn  now  to  Carolyn  to  set  the  bar  of  the 
conference. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Bishop 
Morgan,  the  bar  of  the  conference  has 
been  established  as  those  seats  at  the  ta- 
bles on  the  floor  of  the  convention  hall. 
There  are  voting  boxes  and  places  for 
the  delegates  who  would  have  them,  as 
well  as  the  several  places  on  the  plat- 
form for  persons  with  responsibility 
here,  and  in  order  that  they  would  be 
able  to  vote  at  that  time. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  if 
you'll  make  that  the  bar  of  the  confer- 
ence, please  show  the  hand,  please. 
Down,  closed,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 
Now,  I  turn  to  Bishop  Jonathan  Keaton, 
our  marvelous  host  here  in  Cleveland, 
in  the  East  Ohio  Conference,  and  he  is 
going  to  bring  some  words  of  greeting 
and  make  some  introductions.  We  wel- 
come— I  think  you  ought  to  wel- 
come— Bishop  Keaton. 

Local  Ojficals'  Greetings 

BISHOP  KEATON:  I  have  asked  Dr. 
Julius  Trimble  and  Dr.  Kenneth  Chalker 
to  join  me  while  I  share  these  words  of 
welcome.  Welcome  to  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
1  greet  you  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ.  Jesus'  name  is  above 
every  name.  For  at  that  name  every  knee 
shall  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  Lord. 

Special  greetings  come  from  three 
other  names  today,  my  predecessor. 
Bishop  Edwin  C.  Boulton,  receives  you 
with  a  holy  kiss  from  his  sick  bed  in 
Muirfield,  Ohio.  Dr.  Kenneth  W. 
Chalker  extends  hospitality  to  every- 
one. It  is  warm  and  it  is  compassionate. 
Ken  chairs  our  area  host  committee. 
East  Ohio  Area  host  committee.  All 
things  that  you  find  in  this  information 
guide,  all  things,  are  the  fruit  of  his  ded- 
icated leadership  and  the  committed 
work  of  the  committee.  If  you  look 
through  this  information  guide  you 
will  see  what  I  call  sign  acts.  You  will 
see  what  I  call  kairos  opportunities, 
places  where  you  will  meet  the  Christ. 
Taste  and  see.  Some  already  have. 

Now  there  is  another  name  to  my 
right,  notably.  Dr.  Julius  C.  Trimble.  He 
is  the  superintendent  of  the  Cleveland 
district.  He  commands  the  mission  and 


ministry  there,  and  of  course,  the  cur- 
rent home  of  the  General  Conference  is 
on  his  district.  Let  me  tell  you  some- 
thing about  Julius  Trimble.  No  one 
loves  the  urban  church  more.  His  love 
for  the  city  is  holy  and  bold.  But  more 
importantly,  he  is  known  by  the  saluta- 
tion, "Be  encouraged."  We'll  need  a  lot 
of  that  this  week  and  next. 

We  are  glad  that  you're  here.  All  of 
East  Ohio  rejoices  that  you  are  here. 
And  you  know  what?  We'll  be  happy  to 
see  you  go.  {laughter,  applause)  But  we'll 
be  happy  to  see  you  go  to  the  exciting 
five-star  concert  where  the  home  of  the 
Cleveland  Orchestra  is.  Severance  Hall. 
Remember,  Sunday,  May  7"'  at  7:00  p.m. 
We  want  you  to  go  on  the  tours  where 
possible,  learn  about  our  history  and 
engage  our  diversity.  We  want  you  to 
go  and  build  one  of  three  Habitat  for 
Humanity  houses  for  low-income  fami- 
lies. We  want  you  to  use  your  hands,  we 
want  you  to  use  your  feet,  and  we  want 
you  to  use  your  heart.  We  want  you  to 
go  to  all  of  your  meetings — morning, 
noon,  and  night.  Make  your  witness 
known.  Yes,  we'll  be  glad  to  see  you  go. 

Here's  the  last  paragraph.  Just  over 
192,000  United  Methodists,  774  active 
clergy,  402  retirees,  830  churches  com- 
prise East  Ohio  Annual  Conference. 
Some  of  them  are  here  to  serve  you.  Call 
on  us  for  assistance.  We  shall  try  to  be 
the  best  host  and  hostesses  possible. 
But  I  want  you  to  do  me  a  favor:  Eat  our 
cookies. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  You  can 
count  on  it! 

BISHOP  KEATON:  Eat  our  cookies.  I 
want  you  to  feast  on  them.  For  cookies 
are  coming  to  this  convention  hall  from 
the  ovens  of  the  entire  Ohio  East  area. 
But  now  listen  to  this.  I  want  you  to  con- 
sider our  cookies  a  reminder  of  com- 
mon elements  used  for  Holy 
Communion.  Thank  you.  Lord.  As  with 
Christ,  we  have  spread  the  table.  As 
with  Christ,  we  have  desire  to  sup  with 
you.  As  with  Christ,  we  have  longed  for 
your  presence,  and  now  you  are  gath- 
ered here.  Finally,  we  have  realized  the 
universal  presence  called  the  church. 
That  leads  me  to  two  thoughts.  One, 
thank  you,  Jesus.  But  more  impor- 
tantly, welcome  home.  We  who  are 
many  are  one  body.  May  it  be  so,  on  this 
earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  In  the  name  ol 
Jesus  the  Christ,  welcome. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  We're  so  grate 
ful  to  East  Ohio.  We  discovered  some 
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tiling  last  night,  man;  they  know  how  to 
tlirow  a  party,  don't  they?  That  was 
some  more  bash,  and  we're  gratehil  for 
the  good  fellowship  and  the  good  food. 
Now  I  turn  to  Mollie  Stewart,  who  is  the 
chair  of  the  Commission  on  the  General 
Church,  to  make  their  rep)ort. 

MOLLIE  STEWART:  Good  after- 
noon. To  Bishop  Robert  Morgan,  and 
mei .  bers  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  del- 
egates, officials,  and  visitors.  On  behalf 
o(  ihe  Commission  on  the  General  Con- 
t'-rence,  we  extend  greetings  and  wel- 
come to  each  of  you.  We  welcome  you 
to  the  conference,  which  meets  for  the 
lirst  time  in  the  twenty-first  century. 
We  especially  welcome  those  who  are 
attending  General  Conference  for  the 
first  time  as  elected  delegates  and  re- 
serve delegates.  And  I'm  going  to  take  a 
prerogative  now — all  of  the  first-timers 
stand,  whether  you  are  reserve  or  the 
official  elected  delegates,  (applause) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Mollie,  it's  obvi- 
ous that  it's  adjournment  time,  and  we 
need  to  extend  that  time.  Carolyn  Mar- 
shall, do  you  have  a  suggestion  for  the 
body? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Bishop 
Morgan,  I  would  move 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  We  need  Caro- 
lyn's mike,  secretary's  mike, 

MARSHALL:  Bishop  Morgan,  I 
would  move  that  we  extend  the  time 
until  5:30,  or  until  5:15,  that  we  organize 
legislative  committees  at  5:30,  and  that 
the  training  sessions  for  chairs, 
vice-chairs,  and  secretaries  be  sched- 
uled then  at  6:30,  and  that  we  return  for 
the  evening  plenary  at  8:45  instead  of 
8  15  and  also  that  any  business  that  re- 
mains unfinished  for  this  afternoon  be 
the  first  point  of  the  day  for  this  eve- 
ning. .p)oint  of  order. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  if  you 
approve  this,  would  you  please  show 
the  hand?  Down.  Opposed.  We've 
come  to  the  meeting  and  sound  like 
we're  going  to  be  doing  a  lot  of  meeting, 
and  so  we  thank  Carolyn  for  that  direc- 
tion. So  we  will  meet  until  5:15  and  g^t 
as  far  as  we  can  go.  All  right,  Mollie,  I'm 
sorry. 

Introduction  of  Commission 
on  the  General  Conference. 

STEWART:  That's  all  right.  Thank 
you  Bishop  Morgan.  That  was  really 
impressive  to  see  all  of  the  newcomers 
to  this  General  Conference.  It  is  my  be- 
lief that  we  ought  to  turn  over  the  plate 


every  now  and  then  and  let  the  new 
f)eople  get  involved.  The  Commission 
is  given  responsibility  for  determining 
the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Conference  and  making  all  ar- 
rangements for  the  sessions  of  General 
Conference.  The  names  of  the  commis- 
sion members  are  found  in  your  dele- 
gates handbook  on  p.  1153.  They  are 
here  with  me,  and  I  would  like  at  this 
time  to  introduce  to  you  the  members 
who  have  been  working  so  hard  for  the 
past  four  years,  along  with  the  Cleve- 
land Area  and  East  Ohio  Conference 
representatives  to  make  this  a  success- 
ful General  Conference.  First  of  all,  I'd 
like  to  introduce  from  Walnut  Creek, 
CA,  and  he's  standing  to  my  left,  the 
vice-chairperson  for  facilities  of  the 
commission,  Harry  Shaner.  (applause) 
And  I  would  like  to  ask  you  if  you 
would  please  hold  your  applause  until 
all  of  them  have  been  introduced.  The 
vice-chairperson  for  program  from 
Minneapolis,  MN,  Rev.  James  Perry. 
The  secretary  of  our  commission  is 
from  River  Edge,  NJ,  Robert  Brandt; 
from  the  Philippines,  Rodolfo 
Beltran — Rodolfo  is  not  here — he's 
here,  but  not  up  here;  from  Cleveland, 
OH,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kenneth  Chalker, 
whom  you  saw  earlier;  from  Slidell, 
LA,  Rev.  Carol  Cotton-Winn;  from 
Tulsa,  OK,  Nancy  Foster;  from  Mission, 
TX,  Rev.  Roberto  Gomez;  from  Santa 
Arma,  CA,  Rev.  Anita  Iceman,  who  is 
not  present;  from  Brooklyn,  NY,  Shirley 
Parris;  from  Sacramento,  CA,  Kimball 
Salmon;  from  Detroit,  MI,  Rev. 
Phylemon  Titus;  from  Charlotte,  NC, 
Rev.  Denny  White;  from  Rochester, 
MN,  Aileen  Williams,  and  your 
chair-person,  MoUie  Stewart,  all  the 
way  from  Valhermosa  Springs,  AL. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Now  you  can 
give  them  applause. 

(applause) 

STEWART:  In  addition  to  the  com- 
mission members  who  were  elected  by 
you,  we  have  ex-officio  members;  first 
of  all  and  seated  someplace  out  in  the 
plenary,  is  Sandra  Keller  Lackore,  the 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Coun- 
cil on  Finance  and  Administration; 
from  Veedersburn,  IN,  Carolyn  Mar- 
shall, secretary  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence; and  the  person  who  has  held  me 
together,  Gary  Bowen,  the  business 
manager  of  the  General  Conference; 
Steve  Zedkoff,  also  from  Evanston,  IL, 
and  they  are  from  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  staff. 
We   have   other   persons   who   have 


worked  real  hard  to  see  that  this  whole 
event  is  carried  off  successfully.  As  you 
have  witnessed  and  experienced  this 
great  experience  with  worship  this  af- 
ternoon, our  director  of  music  from  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  the  Rev.  Cynthia  A.  Wilson. 

In  her  absence.  There  she  is.  OK  Pro- 
ducer of  this  whole  big  affair,  from 
Nashville,  TN,  the  Rev.  Jay  Voorhees. 
And  Jay,  you've  seen  him  running 
around.  He's  here  somewhere.  In  the 
very,  very  back,  in  the  booth,  the  coor- 
dinator of  marshals  and  pages  which  is 
so  very  important  to  the  carrying  out  of 
this  whole  event,  from  Modesto,  CA, 
the  Rev.  Mark  Wharff.  And  to  John 
Braun  and  his  gift  for  the  PETS  system, 
we  want  to  say  it  has  brought  us  a  long 
way,  baby,  but  it  will  not  take  us  much 
further.  And,  John,  we  thank  for  this 
gift  that  you  have  given  us.  I  want  to  do 
a  special  appreciation  now  to  the  Rev. 
Randy  Nugent,  the  general  secretary  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
who  have  coordinated  with  his  people 
and  staff  the  arrival  of  our  global  mem- 
bers, and  assimilated  into  the  process  of 
leading  them  at  their  entry  and  getting 
them  successfully  to  this  conference. 
And  even  while  we  are  still  here,  they 
are  trying  to  ease  the  task  of  the  deliber- 
ation of  their  finding  things  and  mak- 
ing them  feel  very  comfortable  while 
they  are  here.  This  commission  felt  like 
this  was  very  important,  and  we  be- 
lieve in  using  and  utilizing  the  re- 
sources in  the  church.  We  do  not  have 
to  reinvent  the  wheel  every  time  some- 
thing happens.  This  is  a  great  church. 
It's  a  strong  church,  and  it  has  many  re- 
sources. So  we  called  ufxJn  those  folk 
who  were  exfjerts  in  doing  things,  and 
we  have  no  problem  in  doing  that.  And 
we  want  to  say  appreciation  to  I>r.  Nu- 
gent for  doing  that  for  us. 

Now  at  this  time,  I  turn  to  the  vice 
chair  of  program.  Chairman  Jim  Perry, 
who  has  a  greeting  from  some  of  our  of- 
ficials. 

Greetings  from  President  Clinton 

JAMES  PERRY:  Thank  you,  Mollie. 
Tliis  first  one  is  dated  April  26,  2000. 
Warm  greetings  to  all  those  gathered  in 
Cleveland  for  the  quadrennial  General 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  I  am  delighted  to  welcome  all 
the  delegates  who  have  traveled  from 
across  the  country  and  around  the 
world  to  participate  in  this  important 
event.  1  deeply  appreciate  your  willing- 
ness to  respond  to  my  call  to  action  for 
racial  justice  and  diversity  in  the  new 
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millennium.  As  leaders  in  our  nation's 
faith  community,  you  have  a  unique 
opportunity  and  responsibility  to  help 
America  address  the  fundamental  ra- 
cial issues  that  have  divided  our  citi- 
zens for  too  long.  The  theme  of  your 
conference,  "We  Who  Are  Many,  Are 
One  Body,"  reflects  your  commitment 
to  this  important  goal,  and  1  thank  each 
of  you  for  taking  advantage  of  this  op- 
portunity to  formulate  strategies  on 
how  to  promote  racial  healing  and  so- 
cial justice  in  America.  I  am  convinced 
that  we  will  be  an  infinitely  better  na- 
tion if  our  efforts  are  informed  by, 
driven  by,  and  advanced  by  people  of 
faith.  1  look  forward  to  working  with 
you  to  create  an  America  that  remains  a 
beacon  of  justice,  freedom,  and  equal- 
ity. Let  us  work  for  an  America  that  is 
not  driven  apart  by  differences,  but  in- 
stead is  united  around  shared  values 
and  respect  for  our  diversity.  And  let  us 
work  for  one  America  in  which  every 
one  of  us,  without  regard  to  race  or  be- 
lief, or  gender  or  ethnic  background  can 
achieve  our  dreams  and  make  our  own 
unique  contributions  to  the  life  of  our 
nation.  Best  wishes  for  a  productive 
and  inspiring  conference.  Bill  Clinton. 

(applause) 

Greetings  from  Governor  Taft 
and  Mayor  Wliite 

I  would  also  like  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  greetings  that  are  printed  in  to- 
day's Daily  Christian  Advocate  from 
both  Bob  Taft,  the  governor  of  Ohio, 
and  also  from  Michael  White,  the 
mayor  of  Cleveland.  We  tried  every 
way  possible  to  have  Mayor  White  here 
with  us  at  some  point,  but  every  time 
we  had  a  place  in  our  agenda  where  it 
was  possible  for  him  to  be.. for  us  to 
have  him,  to  include  him  with  us,  he 
was  unavoidably  in  another  place.  And 
so  when  he  was  available,  we  were  not. 
But  we  thank  Mayor  White  for  all  the 
ways  in  which  he  has  made  Cleveland  a 
place  of  hospitality  for  us.  And  1  would 
like  to  say  just  one  more  thing,  and  that 
is  to  express  my  appreciation  and  the 
appreciation  of  the  entire  Commission 
on  General  Conference  for  the  leader- 
ship that  Mollie  has  provided  to  us.  She 
has  made  our  time  together  a  very  spe- 
cial time,  indeed.  Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

STEWART:  You  have  already  met 
and  heard  from  Bishop  Keaton.  I  also 
want  to  thank  Bishop  Keaton  and  Rev. 
Dr.  Julius  Trimble  from  the  Cleveland 


District.  I  want  to  recognize  the  Host 
Committee.  The  names  of  the  Cleve- 
land local  committee  chairs  are  found 
on  p.  1154.  And  we  just  want  to  say  that 
they  are  there,  and  you  can  see  their 
names  and  meet  them  as  you  go  in  and 
out  of  these  sessions. 

I  want  to  especially  recognize  though, 
out  of  that  group,  which  happened  by 
chance,  that  the  chairperson  of  the  host 
committee  also  became  a  member  of  the 
commission — the  name  of  the  Rever- 
end Dr.  Kenneth  W.  Chalker.  These 
persons  have  worked  prayerfully  and 
diligently  to  prepare  for  your  arrival, 
and  we  are  very  appreciative  for  all  the 
work  that  they  have  done. 

This  session  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence has  been  planned  in  accordance 
with  the  Plan  of  Organization  of  Gen- 
eral Conference.  To  facilitate  the  work 
on  the  conference,  the  commission  rec- 
ommends the  following  schedule  of 
special  events  for  your  approval.  The 
Episcopal  Address  at  8:15  this  evening. 
This  service  will  be  preceded  by 
hymn-singing  at  7:45  in  this  room. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  That's  been 
changed,  (unintelligible),  by  our  action. 

STEWART:  Oh,  I'm  sorry.  Right, 
okay. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  It'll  be  the  sing- 
ing at  8:30  and  8:45  at  convening  of  the 
conference  this  evening. 

STEWART:  As  you  can  tell,  the  chair- 
person of  the  general  commission  don't 
know  it  all. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  You've  just  got 
to  pay  attention,  Mollie,  that's  what 
you  have  to  do. 

(laughter,  applause) 

STEWART:  Well,  you  know  how  that 
goes.  I'm  getting  older. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Watch  it. 

STEWART:  Well,  we  will  be  here  in 
this  room,  tonight. 

(laughter) 

And  we  will  enjoy  the  singing  and 
the  bishop's  address.  How  about  that? 

(applause) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Yeah,  yeah. 
That's  it. 

STEWART:  The  Cleveland  Area  pro- 
gram that  was.  referred  to  by  Bishop 
Keaton  a  few  minutes  ago  is  for  Sunday 


evening.  May  7,  at  7:00  P.M.  The  ecu- 
menical worship  service  with  Dr. 
George  Carey,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, preaching,  and  the  presentation 
of  the  ecumenical  representatives  at 
8:15  Wednesday.  Bishop  Morgan,  I 
move  these  recommendations  for  a{>- 
proval. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Okay,  thank 
you,  Mollie.  You  heard  the  mot'  >n. 
Those  who  favor,  lift  the  hand.  Thank 
you.  Those  opposed,  same  sign.  It  is 
adopted.  Thank  you  very  much.  You 
need  to  realize  that  the  commission  is 
also  responsible  for  the  seat  assign- 
ments. Several  people  have  fussed  at 
me.  I  want  you  to  know,  I  did  not  do 
that.  Again,  Holston.  we  thought  we 
had  a  little  telephone  network,  but  we 
discovered  that  you  would  be  in  a  dif- 
ferent area  code,  and  we  could  not 
work  it  out,  so . . .  (laughter)  talk  to  these 
folks. 

STEWART:  Yes,  but  he's  still  our  pre- 
siding bishop,  (laughter)  Sections  of  the 
hall  have  been  designated  for  persons 
that  are  physically  challenged.  The 
marshal  and  pages  will  be  pleased  to  di- 
rect persons  to  those  areas  in  the  confer- 
ence. There  were  some  corrections  that 
had  to  be  made  in  the  DCA  that  came  to 
us,  and  now  that  you  are  all  seated,  I'm 
sure  the  corrections  got  made. 

It  is  requested  that  there  be  no  smok- 
ing in  the  center  during  this  conference. 
Food  service  for  breakfast,  lunch,  and 
dinner  is  available  in  the  cafeteria  in  the 
exposition  hall.  No  electronic  commu- 
nication devices  are  to  be  used  in  the  | 
plenary  hall  or  in  the  legislative  com-  ' 
mittee  meetings,  except  for  those  per- 
sons who  are  responsible  for  the 
ongoing  of  the  General  Conference  in 
this  convention  center,  and  the  staff. 

Morning  worship  service  is  sched- 
uled in  this  hall  at  8:15  daily,  except 
Sunday.  The  choir  will  present  a  brief 
concert  at  8:00  A.M. each  of  these  days. 
You  experienced  the  massed  choir.  The 
commission  this  time  tried  to  do  some 
things  and  think  out  of  the  box.  We 
wanted  to  make  this  an  exciting,  a  spiri- 
tual and  an  uplifting  conference.  So  we 
are  trying  massed  choirs  for  the  first 
time.  We  express  our  appreciation  to 
the  music  director,  the  Reverend 
Cynthia  Wilson,  and  we  thank  her  for 
her  endeavors  on  these  and  the  other 
worship  services  that  you  will  experi- 
ence. It  was  the  director's  responsibility 
to  select  the  singing  groups  to  partici- 
pate at  this  General  Conference.  It  has 
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not  been  an  easy  responsibility  for  her, 
because  there  were  many  audition 
tapes  that  she  had  to  consider. 

We  would  like  for  you  to  listen  to  the 
next  statement  and  not  give  the  mar- 
shal and  pages  a  hard  time.  Entry  into 
the  worship  service  will  be  restricted 
after  the  ending  of  the  first  hymn.  You 
know,  some  of  us  are  just  latecomers, 
and  we  stop  and  talk,  and  shake  hands. 
But  we  need  you  to  get  on  into  the  wor- 
ship service.  But  we  are  allowing  you  to 
the  end  of  the  first  hymnal-hymn. 

1  remind  you  that  announcements  are 
to  be  made  in  the  DCA.  The  magnifica- 
tion image  projector  notices  are  to  be 
limited  to  the  official  operation  of  this 
conference,  its  administrative  and  leg- 
islative committees.  The  commission 
recommends  that  the  journal  be  the  of- 
ficial record  of  the  General  Conference. 
Bound  copies  will  be  available  for  pur- 
chase as  a  package  at  a  later  date. 
Bishop,  I  move  the  approval  of  this  rec- 
ommendation. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  it's  be- 
fore you.  If  you  would  support  it, 
would  you  please  show  the  hand? 
Down.  If  you  oppwse,  same  sign.  And  it 
is  adopted. 

Three  Special  Offerings  Moved 

STEWART:  The  commission  recom- 
mends three  offerings  to  be  received 
during  the  conference.  The  offering  just 
received  has  been  designated  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  and  you  saw  in 
your  worship  bulletin  that  it  was  desig- 
nated for  the  children  of  Africa,  Hope 
for  the  Children  of  Africa.  Second,  an 
offering  for  Habitat  for  Humanity. 
Bishop  Keaton  said  that  there  will  be 
three  houses  being  built  while  we  are 
here.  This  offering  will  be  received  on 
Thursday,  May  4.  The  proceeds  of  this 
offering  will  be  split  fifty  percent  for  the 
East  Ohio  Habitat  Project  and  fifty  per- 
cent to  the  national  Habitat  for  Human- 
ity organization.  Third,  an  offering  for 
marshals  and  pages  will  be  received  on 
Wednesday,  May  10,  immediately  fol- 
lowing morning  worship.  I  remind  you 
that  these  persons  are  volunteers  who 
provide  their  own  travel  exfjense  and 
other  exjjenses  while  they  are  here. 
They  provide  an  invaluable  service  to 
the  conference  delegates  and  other 
members  and  staff.  In  addition  to  these 
three  offerings,  you  are  reminded  that 
this  coming  Sunday  .  .  .  Maybe  we 
ought  to  vote  on  the  first  two.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right. 


BISHOP  MORGAN:  This  recommen- 
dation is  before  you.  If  you  support  the 
recommendation  of  the  offerings, 
would  you  show  your  hand,  please? 
Down,  opposed,  same  sign,  and  it  is  or- 
dered. 

STEWART:  In  addition  to  these  three 
offerings,  you  are  reminded  this  com- 
ing Sunday,  May  7,  is  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday.  Throughout  our 
denomination  they  will  be  raising,  lift- 
ing offerings  in  churches.  If  you  were 
back  home  in  your  local  church,  you 
would  be  invited  to  make  a  contribu- 
tion to  that  offering.  So  please  remem- 
ber that  offering  when  you  are  visiting 
the  local  churches  in  the  Cleveland 
area,  and  make  your  contribution 
through  the  church  where  you  attend. 
The  business  manager  of  our  confer- 
ence is  serving  us  anew  this  time.  He  is 
a  fast  learner,  by  necessity.  I'm  speak- 
ing, of  course,  of  Gary  Bowen.  And  1 
would  now  request  permission  for 
Gary  Bowen  to  make  some  announce- 
ments concerning  matters  which  per- 
tain to  theoperation  of  this  Conference. 
With  your  permission.  Bishop,  1  would 
like  Gary  to  speak  now  to  these  matters. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  with- 
out objection,  we  will  hear  now  from 
Gary  Bowen. 

Voting  System  Explained 

GARY  BOWEN:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 
Bishop  Morgan  and  members  of  the 
General  Conference,  we  welcome  you 
to  the  Cleveland  Convention  Center. 
We  have  spent  much  time  preparing  for 
your  visit,  and  hope  that  we  have  pre- 
pared adequately  for  your  business.  I 
would  like  to  share  now  a  couple  of 
items  related  to  our  procedure  in  the 
building.  For  several  years  now,  we've 
been  using  a  computerized  system  for 
our  voting.  Utilizing  the  keypad  in 
front  of  you,  you  will  be  able  to  record 
your  votes  instantly.  When  the  presid- 
ing bishop  states,  please  vote  when  the 
light  apf>ears,  the  green  light  on  your 
keypad  will  light,  and  a  message  will 
appear  on  the  keypad  and  on  the  pro- 
jection screen  directing  you  to  vote. 
Now  this  is  going  to  be  participation, 
so,  at  this  time,  press  the  button  which 
corresponds  to  your  choice:  press  but- 
ton 1  for  "yes,"  button  2  for  "no,"  or 
button  3  if  you  wish  to  abstain.  When 
you  do  this,  your  choice  will  appear  in 
the  window  on  your  individual  keypad 
to  confirm  your  selection.  You  may 
change  your  vote  as  long  as  the  green 


light  is  illuminated  on  the  keypad  by 
first  pressing  the  "star"  button  in  the 
lower  left-hand  comer  and  then  enter- 
ing your  new  choice.  When  the  green 
light  on  your  keypad  starts  flashing, 
you  will  have  three  seconds  left  to  vote. 
When  the  light  goes  off,  voting  is  closed 
and  you've  lost  your  vote  if  you  haven't 
voted.  You  will  notice  that  voting  time 
will  speed  up  as  we  progress  through 
the  Conference.  We've  found  that  you 
will  soon  feel  comfortable  with  this 
equipment  and  are  able  to  vote  in  a 
faster  time,  allowing  the  business  to 
proceed  at  a  faster  pace.  After  the  vot- 
ing is  closed,  the  computer  will  tally  the 
votes  and  the  results  will  be  displayed 
on  the  projection  screen.  Please  remem- 
ber that  only  one  response  will  be  taken 
from  each  keypad,  so  pushing  the  but- 
ton ten  times  will  not  get  you  ten  votes, 
although  I'm  certain  someone  will  try 
that.  So  that  we  can  become  familiar 
with  the  voting  system,  we're  going  to 
present  you  with  a  few  test  questions 
for  you  to  answer  at  this  time.  The  first 
question  may  be  the  most  difficult.  Are 
you  present?  If  "yes,"  please  press  but- 
ton 1;  if  "no,"  please  press  button  2;  if 
you're  not  sure  and  wish  to  abstain, 
please  press  button  3.  The  question  is 
now  before  you,  please  vote  when  the 
light  appears. 

(laughter) 

Very  good,  you're  mostly  here. 

(laughter) 

OK,  so  we're  gonna  try  it  again. 
Here's  question  2. 1  know  the  answer  to 
this,  we'll  see  if  you  do.  Is  Elvis  still 
alive? 

(laughter) 

If  "yes,"  press  button  1,  if  "no,"  press 
button  2,  if  you're  not  sure,  please  press 
button  3.  The  question  is  now  before 
you.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap>- 
p)ears. 

(laughter) 

Gee,  I  thought  he  was  still  with  us,  but 
you'll  be  glad  to  know  that  the  General 
Conference  has  just  ruled  Elvis  to  be 
dead. 

When  it  comes  time  to  ballot,  for 
those  nominated  for  certain  offices,  the 
procedure  is  similar.  Assume  for  a  mo- 
ment that  there's  a  contest  for  denomi- 
national mascot.  As  with  the  elections 
that  will  eventually  be  before  us,  we 
will  use  numbers  for  all  candidates.  The 
nominees  for  our  mascot  today  are  as 
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following:  #1.  Bugs  Bunny;  #2  Kermit 
the  Frog;  #3  Mickey  Mouse;  #4  Bart 
Simpson;  #5  Elmo.  These  nominees  are 
now  before  you.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  In  this  particular  case, 
just  vote  for  one.  (Laughter  and  ap- 
plause). 

Well,  everything's  green,  I  guess, 
right?  This  is  the  procedure  we'll  use 
when  electing  persons  to  hold  office. 
However,  please  remember  that  the 
number  of  ballots  taken  will  corre- 
spond to  the  number  of  offices  we're 
trying  to  fill.  An  example,  for  example, 
if  we're  trying  to  fill  seven  slots,  we'll 
have  to  vote  seven  times.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  results  of  this  multiple  elec- 
tion will  not  be  instantaneous  because 
of  the  amount  of  data  that  has  to  be  pro- 
cessed, but  they  still  will  come  back 
quickly. 

The  Commission  on  General  Confer- 
ence and  the  Committee  on  the  Plan  of 
Organization  of  Rules  wants  to  remind 
you  that  each  delegate  has  only  one 
vote.  And  this  vote  is  to  be  recorded 
only  on  the  keypad  in  front  of  the  dele- 
gate. In  other  words,  please  don't  vote 
your  neighbor's  pad.  Absentee  dele- 
gates may  not  have  their  votes  recorded 
in  absentia.  Rather,  reserve  delegates 
should  be  moved  in  and  seated  and 
voted  in  their  place.  Obviously,  we 
have  prepared  if  you're  on  the  stage, 
you  can  vote.  There  are  keypads  here  if 
you're  a  delegate. 

Hope  for  the  Children  of  African 
Artivork 

Moving  to  other  matters  now.  We  en- 
courage you  to  take  notice  of  the  images 
that  you  will  see  on  the  projection  cen- 
ter as  you  enter  and  leave  the  plenary 
sessions.  Responding  to  the  request 
from  the  bishops'  task  forces  on  chil- 
dren and  poverty,  and  Hope  for  the 
Children  of  Africa,  the  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  asked  children 
from  throughout  the  church  to  submit 
artwork  interpreting  our  theme. 

It  was,  believe  me,  for  the  person  that 
had  to  enter  it,  it  was  an  overwhelming 
success.  We  have  received  400  different 
pieces  of  art  which  will  be  before  you 
each  day  on  the  big  screen.  In  addition, 
the  Council  of  Bishops  has  requested 
that  we  display  a  clock  on  the  screen 
from  time  to  time,  a  clock  that  was  dis- 
played at  their  meeting  in  the  fall.  This 
clock  displays  the  number  of  children 
who  have  died  of  preventable  causes 
throughout  the  world  while  we  are  in 


session.  We  hope  this  display  will  help 
us  to  maintain  a  certain  perspective 
about  our  work  here  in  Cleveland. 

Moving  to  the  facilities,  the  public  au- 
ditorium in  which  you're  seated  at  the 
Cleveland  Convention  Center  is  a 
rather  different  facility  than  the  one 
we've  used  in  the  past  quadrennium. 
We  want  to  offer  a  few  suggestior«  that 
will  help  you  during  the  plenary  ses- 
sions. 

First,  perhaps  most  important,  you 
will  want  to  know  that  the  restrooms 
for  the  main  floor  of  the  auditorium  are 
located  through  the  middle  doors  at  the 
left  and  right  of  the  hall.  Those  of  you 
seated  in  the  balcony  will  find 
restrooms  located  on  a  mezzanine  level 
one  floor  below  the  balcony  entrances. 

Second,  the  main  floor  of  the  audito- 
rium is  the  bar  of  the  conference.  You 
will  not  be  allowed  access  to  the  main 
floor  urUess  your  name  badge,  one  of 
these,  indicates  you  are  eligible.  Please 
remember  that  our  marshalls  are  vol- 
unteers, so  be  easy  with  them  if  they  re- 
fuse you  entrance  if  you  have  forgotten 
your  name  badge.  Those  are  the  in- 
structions under  which  they  are  operat- 
ing. It's  your  responsibility  to  keep 
track  of  this  little  thing  around  your 
neck. 

Third,  the  proposed  rules  of  General 
Conference  and  the  policy  of  past  gen- 
eral conferences  state  that  after  today, 
only  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  may 
be  distributed  on  the  desks  of  the  dele- 
gates unless  you  vote  to  suspend  the 
rules.  We  ask  you,  please  honor  those 
rules  and  not  distribute  materials  on 
the  desks  unless  authorized  to  do  so. 

Fourth,  we  are  a  large  body  that  is  of- 
ten trying  to  come  and  go  at  the  same 
time  through  limited  space.  In  order  to 
help  our  flow  in  and  out  of  the  audito- 
rium, we  want  to  suggest  that  delegates 
seated  at  the  rear  of  the  auditorium  exit 
through  the  rear  doors,  and  if  possible, 
if  you're  able  to  get  down  the  stairs, 
which  I  have  some  difficulty  with,  at 
the  rear,  down  the  marble  stairs  into  the 
lower  level,  while  the  delegates  on  the 
sides  exit  through  the  side  exits.  We 
hope  this  will  help  avoid  traffic  bottle- 
necks in  the  facility  and  will  facilitate 
you  getting  from  place  to  place. 

Fifth,  audio  and  videotapes  of  wor- 
ship services  and  proceedings  are  avail- 
able for  purchase  in  the  exhibit  area  in 
Hall  B. 


Finally,  if  you  need  more  information    i 
about  location  of  meeting  rooms  or    ] 
other  facility  questions,  I  suggest  that    I 
you  check  at  the  information  desk  lo-    ; 
cated  in  the  main  lobby.  This  desk  is 
staffed  by  volunteers  from  East  Ohio    i 
and  from  our  local  host  committee,  and    I 
should  be  able  to  offer  you  help.  When 
all  else  fails,  come  to  the  Business  Man- 
ager's Office  at  223  and  we'll  certainly 
try  to  help  you.  Have  a  great  conference 
and  thank  you.  (Applause) 

BISHOP    MORGAN:    Thank    you,   ' 
Gary.  MoUie?  i 

MOLLIE  M.  STEWART  (North  Ala-    ' 
bama):     The     commission     certainly   ! 
wants  to  thank  Gary  for  his  hard  work 
as  our  business  manager  and  in  fulfill-   i 
ing  his  responsibilities  for  this  confer-   i 
ence.  We  offer  appreciation  also  to  his 
excellent  staff:  Steve,  who  was  assigned 
to   us,   Merrill   Gleason  and   Russell 
Easier.  Our  commission  thanks  the  con- 
tinued hard  work  of  our  conference  sec- 
retary, Carolyn  Marshall.  I  think  that 
you  would  like  to  express  your  appreci- 
ation early  in  this  session  for  all  that 
they  do,  and  all  of  Carolyn's  assistants. 

MOLLIE  STEWART:  Bishop  Morgan 
is  younger  than  I  am.  He  said  that  San- 
dra Lacoure  is  in  the  very  back  some- 
place. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  I  thought  she 
was. 

STEWART:  She  may  be.  I  want  to 
personally  thank  you  Sandy  for  your 
support. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  There  she  stands 
back  there.  I  can  see  her. 

STEWART:  I  want  to  personally  .  .  . 
see  he's  younger.  Thank  you  for  both 
your  support  and  afflrmation  of  me  and 
I  want  you  to  know  that  I  am  wearing 
my  angel.  And  I  will  live  through  this 
General  Conference.  Gary,  thank  you, 
because  without  you  I  would' ve  been  a 
basket-case. 

This  morning  members  of  the  com- 
mission had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
with  the  global  members  of  our  church, 
and  to  explain  to  them  some  of  the  par- 
liamentary procedure  and  some  of  the 
issues  that  would  be  coming  before  this 
session.  We  responded  to  questions 
and  we  very  much  appreciated  the  re- 
sponse that  we  received  from  thati 
meeting  this  morning.  It  is  our  desire! 
for  everyone  to  feel  comfortable  and  tc 
participate  as  fully  as  possible  during 
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ilie  time  that  you  are  here  at  this  confer- 
once. 

I  forgot  to  recognize  at  the  time  that  1 
rt-cogni/ed  the  music  director  persons 
who  are  accompanying  Cynthia.  And 
they  are,  Alicio,  Are  you  still  there?  Per- 
sons who  are  accompanying  you  in  the 
music'  Jonetta  Johnson  Page  from  Ben 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Lo- 
giin.  Miss  Logan,  OK.  St.  LukeCommu- 
nity  Church  of  Dallas,  Texas.  Lorel 
Frederick  from  Ben  Hill  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

(applause) 

1  had  stated  earlier  that  we  are  trying 
new  things  at  this  General  Conference 
.ind  we  are  really  trying  to  operate  out- 
side the  box  and  think  about  things  that 
ue  ought  to  be  thinking  about  and  im- 
portant things  that's  an  issue  for  the  on- 
going strength  of  our  conference.  We 
have  two  persons  on  our  commission 
when  we  were  discussing  this  who  re- 
ally got  involved  in  trying  to  work  with 
the  other  connectional  departments  of 
our  church  and  to  bring  our  youth  to- 
gether and  to  not  only  just  bring  them 
here,  but  we  wanted  to  orientate  them 
and  have  them  fully  particip>ate  in  the 
lite  and  body  of  this  conference.  So  they 
have  had  two  orientation  sessions 
w  hile  they're  here,  and  Eileen  Williams 
who  is  on  the  commission  and  Carol 
Cotton  Winn  who  is  on  the  commission 
has  worked  with  them.  Now  I  would 
like  for  all  of  those  youth  in  this  session 
to  stand. 

(applause) 

1  saw  them  this  morning.  They  were 
busy  at  work  and  they  are  a  fine  looking 
bunch.  I  want  all  of  you  young  people 
to  know  that  one  day  way  back  there 
somewhere,  that's  how  I  got  my  start.  1 
can  hardly  remember  that  far  back,  but 
that's  where  I  started.  It  is  very  impor- 
tant for  us  a  church  to  suppjort  and  to 
strengthen  this  body  of  young  p)eople. 

Questions  arise  from  the  delegates  as 
to  reimbursement  of  expenses  in  at- 
tending this  conference.  The  commis- 
sion has  established  the  per  diem  of 
SICK)  for  your  expenses  while  here.  That 
is  based  in  part  upon  our  ability  to  pay 
as  well  as  what  we  contemplate  the  av- 
erage cost  of  a  two-person  hotel  room 
and  a  reasonable  cost  for  meals  f>er  day. 
That  will  not  cover  the  cost,  I'm  sure  for 
some  of  you,  and  it  may  be  ample  for 
others.  Delegates  will  receive  two  ex- 
pense reimbursement  checks  while 
here.  Delegates  will  receive  the  first  one 


on  Friday  morning.  It  will  cover  travel 
expenses  to  and  from  General  Confer- 
ence. The  second  check  will  be  for  the 
SI  00  per  diem  for  the  days  here  in 
Cleveland  attending  this  conference. 
The  chairp>erson  of  each  delegation 
should  have  discovered  at  his  or  her 
desk,  upon  arrival,  an  envelope  con- 
taining travel  expenses  and  vouchers 
for  all  members  of  your  particular  dele- 
gation. I  know  they  are  there  because 
the  head  of  my  delegation  gave  me 
mine.  And  Gloria  Holt  said  to  me, 
"MollIE  I  want  this  back  Wednesday 
morning."  It's  very  important  that  you 
follow  the  instructions  of  your  delega- 
tion head.  Because  if  you  do  not  and  de- 
lay it,  you  may  not  get  your  check.  If  a 
reserve  has  been  seated  and  is  entitled 
to  a  travel  expense  reimbursement, 
give  it  to  that  pserson.  We  ask  each  of 
you  to  do  a  simple  thing.  First,  read  the 
instructions  as  you  fill  out  your  expense 
voucher.  Second,  I  remind  you  that  the 
instructions  are  on  the  back  of  the 
forms.  Then  fill  out  the  form  the  way 
the  instructions  tell  you  to  do  it.  I  know 
it's  elementary,  but  we  must  say  this 
anyway.  There  will  still  be  persons  who 
will  not  read  the  instructions  and  will 
do  something  different.  Give  it  to  your 
chairperson.  The  chairperson  will  ap- 
prove it  and  submit  the  full  delega- 
tion's expense  claims  together  to  the 
treasurer's  office.  Not  one-by-one,  but 
together  as  a  group.  We're  prepared  to 
process  more  than  a  thousand  checks 
for  the  delegations,  and  it's  very  helpful 
if  we  can  get  them  all  together. 

As  to  the  travel  expense.  If  you  trav- 
eled by  car,  it  is  30  cents  a  mile.  You 
travel  up  to  1 ,000  miles.  If  it's  over  1,000 
miles  traveled,  then  you  either  get  the 
lowest  of  the  cost  of  mileage  above 
1,000  or  the  cost  of  the  least  expensive 
air  travel  fare  that  you  would  have  paid 
for  had  you  come  by  air.  Now  that's  a 
mouthful  and  I  hope  you  got  it.  You 
may  claim  actual  exp)enses  for  meals 
and  lodging  en  route  to  and  from  this 
conference.  Again,  at  SlOO  per  diem. 

If  the  chairperson  will  hand  in  all  ex- 
p)ense  claim  forms  to  the  treasurer's  of- 
fice after  Tuesday  afternoon's  business 
session  and  before  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, we  will  get  the  checks  to  you  on 
Friday.  If  we  do  not  get  your  claim  form 
by  Wednesday  evening,  as  I  have 
forestated,  we  do  not  know  when  you 
willreceiveyourchecks.  If  there  are  any 
questions,  have  the  chairperson  of  your 
delegation  take  them  to  the  treasurer's 
office.  If  there  are  any  questions,  give 


them  to  the  chairperson  of  your 
delegations  and  have  them  take  those 
questions  to  the  treasurer's  office.  Let 
me  now  tell  you  if  you  would  like  to 
cash  your  checks  while  you  are  here,  if  s 
been  provided  for.  We  have  established 
an  account  and  have  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  Fifth  Third  Bank  on  the 
corner  of  Ninth  Street  and  St.  Claire. 

In  addition  to  the  expense  reimburse- 
ment checks  you  receive,  if  you  want  to 
cash  personal  checks,  you  may  do  so  for 
up  to  SI  00  per  check,  provided  you  first 
go  to  the  treasurer's  office,  which  is 
room  222.  I  think  in  the  handbook  it 
said  221 .  But  the  treasurer's  office  is  lo- 
cated in  room  222  located  on  the  main 
floor.  So  when  you  look  at  the  map  just 
remember  it's  one  door  or  one  room 
over.  Someone  there  who  is  authorized 
by  the  bank  will  initial  it  for  you.  In  ef- 
fect we  are  guaranteeing  your  check.  In 
effect  we  are  guaranteeing  your  check, 
so  that  the  bank  does  not  have  to  get 
nervous  with  checks  coming  from  a  va- 
riety of  places  around  the  world.  And 
we  don't  want  to  be  ner\'ous  either. 

Bishop  Morgan,  I  ask  for  the  approval 
of  these  recommendations  concerning 
the  expense  claims  and  the  method  of 
claiming. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right.  This  is 
before  you.  Are  there  questions?  I  do 
not  see  any  cards.  If  you  would  approve 
this  recommendation,  would  you  show 
your  hand? 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Down.  If  you  op- 
pose, show  the  same  sign.  It  is  adopted. 

STEWART:  Thank  you.  The  commis- 
sion wishes  to  express  its  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  Peggy  West  and  her 
staff  at  the  United  Methodist  Commu- 
nications for  their  coverage  of  General 
Conference  and  for  their  work  prior  to 
and  during  this  conference,  and  to  Tom 
McAnally  who  hung  with  us  for  four 
years,  a  special  thanks  to  you.  To  Rich- 
ard Peck  and  Neil  Alexander  at  the 
Publishing  House  for  the  production 
and  distribution  of  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate. 

Now  I  have  a  very  special  and  impor- 
tant announcement.  In  1996  in  Denver 
we  heard  the  announcement  that  we 
would  be  coming  to  Cleveland  Now  it 
is  my  joy  and  opportunity  to  announce 
to  you  and  to  report  that  the  commis- 
sion has  responded  to  an  invitation 
from  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Con- 
ference and  has  selected  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania  as  the  site  of  the  next 
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General  Conference.  (Applause)  Now 
you  know  where  this  group  is  from. 
The  dates  for  that  conference  are  April 
25  through  May  7,  2004.  And  I  thought 
when  1  heard  that  in  '96,  "that's  a  long 
way  off",  now  it  seems  like  it  was  yes- 
terday. Time  moves  so  swiftly.  I  wish  to 
thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  having 
served  here  on  the  commission  and  as 
your  chair.  The  membership  of  this 
commission  serves  on  a  staggered 
term.  Approximately  half  of  us  are  go- 
ing off  this  time  and  new  members  will 
be  coming  on  to  the  commission.  We 
thank  you  very  much  for  your  under- 
standing and  if  you  have  questions, 
come  to  the  General  Conference  busi- 
ness office  on  the  main  floor  at  Room 
220  or  223.  It  has  been  really  my  plea- 
sure to  be  here  and  to  serve.  I  have  seen 
so  many  important  people.  I  met  so 
many  sweet  and  lovely  people  and  the 
church  has  been  a  real  support  for  me 
these  past  4  years.  Bishop  Morgan,  I 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  the 
distribution  of  a  plan  to  implement  the 
discernment  process  under  the  CPT 
presentation  plan  that  is  found  on  p. 
1264  of  the  DCA. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Does  this  come 
from  the  Rules  Committee? 

STEWART:  The  Rules  Committee  is 
in  accordance  with  that. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  you're 
just  going  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order 
for  permission  to  distribute  this  . .  . 

STEWART:  Right 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  And  to  suspend 
the  rules  will  take  two-thirds  vote.  All 
right,  if  you  would  vote  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the 
Rules  Committee's  proposal  for  you  in 
a  few  moments,  show  the  hand  please. 
Down,  if  you  oppose,  same  sign,  and  it 
is  permitted. 

STEWART:  Bishop  Morgan,  I  move 
to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  the  distri- 
bution of  copies  of  the  Episcopal  Ad- 
dress immediately  preceding  that 
address  this  evening. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  You  need  to  un- 
derstand that  we  haven't  done  that  be- 
fore, but  we  feel  like  it  will  be  a  better 
way  to  communicate  that  word.  If  you 
would  suspend  the  rules,  two-thirds 
vote  again,  in  order  to  distribute  the 
Episcopal  Address  to  you  as  delegates 
before  it's  delivered,  would  show  the 
hand,  please?  Down;  if  you  oppose, 
show  the  hand,  and  it  is  ordered. 


STEWART:  We  who  are  many  are  one 
body.  That's  very  obvious  as  I  look  out 
there  at  you  and  see  all  the  beautiful 
people  in  all  the  array  and  diversity  that 
is  among  us.  I  want  to  thank  you  and  I 
want  to  thank  Bishop  Morgan  for  this 
opportuiuty  to  give  this  repwrt,  and  I 
want  a  time  of  special  privilege  now  to 
share  some  things  about  Bishop  Mor- 
gan and  my  relationship.  Now,  I  hope 
there  are  no  cameramen  or  recorders 
here.  However,  Bishop  Morgan  is  on 
the  North  Alabama  Conference  and  I 
am  a  member  of  the  North  Alabama 
Conference.  He  was  chairperson  of  the 
North  Alabama  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  and  I  came  into  that  Confer- 
ence after  merger,  and  I  came  on  the 
Council  of  Ministries  at-large  and  was 
elected  as  vice-chair.  He  shared  that 
time  and  spotlight  with  me  and  he  even 
allowed  me  to  preside  when  he  was 
there  at  certain  times  and  through  the 
years  we  have  developed  a  friendship.  I 
understand  that  Bishop  Morgan  will  be 
retiring  when  we  go  to  the  jurisdic- 
tional conference  in  July,  so  I  asked  the 
question  of  him  at  the  reception  last 
evening,  "You  think  that  means  that  I 
also  will  receive  a  rocking  chair?" 
(laughter)  It's  about  that  time  for  me,  as 
well,  and  Bishop  Morgan,  we  thank 
you  for  all  your  support  and  strength. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  MoUIE,  you'll 
never  need  a  rocking  chair.  Thank  you 
so  much.  This  conference  wants  to 
thank  you  for  4  years  of  hard  work. 

STEWART:  Now  that  concludes  our 
report. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Now  then,  the 
whole  report  is  before  you.  If  you 
would  support  the  report  as  presented 
by  the  commission,  please  show  the 
hand;  down.  If  opposed,  show  the 
hand.  And  it  is  ordered.  Now  then,  we 
are  about  to  move  into  the  rules.  Now, 
once  again,  people,  this  is  the  chair's 
privilege,  I  guess,  but  you  can  do  what 
you  wish  to  do.  We  need  to  attend  to  the 
rules  before  we  leave  the  session.  Now 
you're  going  to  be  going  to  legislative 
committees.  They're  going  to  have  box 
lunches  for  you  there.  I  can't  do  this,  but 
it  is  time  for  adjournment.  What's  the 
wishes  of  the  body?  I'd  like  to  have  a 
motion,  officially.  A  motion  has  been 
moved  that  we  extend  until  we  com- 
plete the  rules?  Second  it?  All  right,  if 
you  would  support  that,  show  the 
hand,  please;  down.  If  you  oppose, 
same  sign.  Right  now,  turn  to  Jerome 
Del  Pino  who  chairs  the  Plan  of  Organi- 


zation and  Rules  Committee.  Dr.  Del 
Pino? 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Plan  of 
Organization  and  Rules  of  Order 

JEROME  DEL  PINO  (New  England): 
Bishop  Morgan,  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  2000,  honored 
guests.  On  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Plan  of  Organization  and  Rules  of 
Order,  I  am  pleased  to  present  this  re- 
port on  how  we  might  live  our  life  to- 
gether faithfully  and  effectively  during 
this  historic  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

This  report  represents  many  hours 
and  days  of  intensive  reflection,  shar- 
ing, and  holy  conferencing  during  the 
last  3  years.  It  is  a  report  that  endeavors 
to  address  our  perennial  task  of  remain- 
ing relevant  to  our  current  realities  and 
discerning  clearly  our  impending  chal- 
lenges as  the  pilgrim  people  of  God. 
Hence,  we  have  sought  to  be  compre- 
hensive in  our  understanding  of  how 
our  plan  of  organization  and  our  rules 
of  order  impinge  upon  all  that  we 
might  seek  to  accomplish  in  the  ensu- 
ing 2  weeks. 

Because  this  report  does  not  repre- 
sent the  work  of  any  one  individual,  I 
want  to  acknowledge  just  briefly  the 
members  of  the  committee  before  pro- 
ceeding to  our  consideration  of  the  re- 
port. As  I  introduce  them,  and  several 
are  not  here,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are 
not  delegates  to  this  General  Confer- 
ence, and  we  did  not  believe  that  we 
were  going  to  have  to  have  a  meeting  at 
the  site  of  the  conference,  but  we  did. 
As  I  introduce  them,  they  will  stand, 
and  I  ask  that  you  hold  your  applause 
until  they  have  all  been  introduced. 
They  were  supposed  to  be  here  on  this 
dais  at  this  time,  but  imagine  the  duties 
of  being  delegates  called.  They  are:  The 
Reverend  Emory  Purcell,  Mrs.  Betty 
Trumble,  Darlene  Amon,  who  has 
served  as  vice-chairperson,  Mr.  Robert 
Stevens,  Momo  Kapon,  representing 
the  central  conferences.  Dr.  Charles 
Brockwell  Jr.,  who  served  as  our  secre- 
tary, the  Reverend  Marcus  Matthews, 
and  the  Reverend  David  Funocco ,  and 
we  are  tenderly  supported,  we  were 
rather,  tenderly  supported,  and  at 
times  guided  by  our  ex-officio  mem- 
bers, Carolyn  Marshall,  secretary  of  the 
General  Conference,  and  Mr.  Gary 
Bowen,  staff  member  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion and  the  business  manager  of  this 
General  Conference.  We  all  owe  a  tre- 
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mendous  debt  of  gratitude  to  each  of 
them.  It  has  been  a  consummate  privi- 
lege for  me  to  have  been  able  to  ser\'e 
with  them.  Would  you  please  greet 
them  now? 

It  is  my  intention  to  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible regarding  what,  in  many  ways,  1 
would  hofje  is  axiomatic.  These  rules 
represent  the  best  thinking  of  this  com- 
mittee regarding  what  we  might  mini- 
mally need  in  order  to  be  able  to  keep 
faith  with  our  task  here  at  this  General 
Cftnference,  which  is  to  continue  the 
strong  tradition  of  the  p>eople  of  God 
called  United  Methodists,  namely,  to  be 
so  ordered  in  our  life  and  our  work  that 
we  would  do  as  John  Wesley  always 
did ,  abhor  chaos. 

The  plan  of  organization  is  one  that 
has  evolved  over  a  number  of  years, 
and  therefore  one  does  not  easily  open 
up  any  aspect  of  it  without  being  mind- 
ful that  if  you  tug  at  one  of  the  strings, 
you  might  unravel  the  entire  garment. 
Hence,  we  did  not,  in  any  indiscrimi- 
nate fashion,  choose  to  make  recom- 
mendations to  you  regarding  this  plan 
of  organization.  We  will  move  to  the 
rules  in  just  a  moment. 

However,  we  were  instructed  at  the 
1 996  General  Conference  to  give  due  at- 
tention to  a  motion  that  was  put,  at  that 
time,  regarding  the  need  for  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  have  a  way  by  which 
to  engage  in  a  method  of  deci- 
sion-making that  is  certainly  in  keeping 
with  our  Christian  heritage,  but  one 
that  we  do  not  often,  at  least,  believe  is 
available  to  us  as  a  decision-making 
process.  That  is,  a  process  that  would 
require  us  to  be  of)en  to  discernment, 
and  in  order  for  that  to  happen,  it  was 
felt  that  we  might  need  to  have  more 
rules.  At  first,  the  committee  thought 
this  was  a  consummate  conundrum, 
asking  that  the  Holy  Spirit  be  subjected 
to  rules.  However,  with  faithful  and  pa- 
tient discernment  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  the  committee,  we  were, 
over  the  three  years,  able  to  determine 
that  we  would  be  able  to  call  this  body 
to  consciousness  regarding  the  impor- 
tance of  this  process  and  to  locate  it 
within  the  history  and  tradition  of  the 
people  called  Methodist.  Thus,  we  ar- 
rived at  a  preamble  that  is  included  be- 
fore the  beginning  of  the  Plan  of 
Organization.  It  is  our  best  effort  at  say- 
ing to  you  that  it  is,  in  the  words  of  a  for- 
mer theologian  no  longer  read  very 
avidly  today,  Paul  Tillich,  it  is  an  "im- 
possible possibility"  to  subject  discern- 
ment to  rules.  And  so  we  want  to  call 


your  attention  to  this  preamble  and  for 
you  to  understand  that  it  is  more  than 
simply  words.  It  is,  indeed,  intended  to 
remind  us  that  we  are,  as  a  people,  al- 
ready a  part  of  this  very  rich  way  of  re- 
lating ourselves  to  one  another  in  order 
that  we  might  arrive  at  decisions  that 
are  in  keeping  with  the  v/ill  and  pur- 
pose of  God. 

The  only  rule  that  I  would  identify 
that  would  pertain  to  this  where  there 
wiis  a  change,  in  order  that  we  might  fo- 
cus the  responsibility  for  this,  should  it 
not  be  something  that  would  be  be- 
lieved by  any  member  of  the  body  to  be 
necessary.  If  you  would  turn  to  page 
1258,  the  left-hand  column,  the  second 
paragraph,  or  the  first  full  paragraph, 
number  three.  "At  the  discretion  of  the 
bishop  presiding,  a  time  for  prayerful 
discernment  may  be  taken  during  de- 
liberation. Such  a  time  should  be  for 
personal  meditation  or  for  group 
prayer,  and  shall  end  at  the  call  of  the 
bishop  presiding,  at  which  time  normal 
deliberation  shall  be  resumed.".  That  is 
the  only  rule  that  pertains  to  that  very 
important  effort  on  our  part  to  address 
what  was  believed  to  be  so  significant 
by  the  1996  General  Conference. 

Secondly,  I  want  to  call  our  attention 
to  the  fact  that  other  than  editorial  revi- 
sions, what  is  most  substantive  about 
this  rep>ort  of  the  Plan  of  Organization 
and  Rules  of  Order  is  that  this  commit- 
tee has  endeavored  to  make  possible 
the  realization  of  our  very  laudable  ef- 
fort to  have  the  inclusion  of  persons 
across  our  church  globally  in  the  very 
warp  and  woof,  at  the  very  heartbeat  of 
the  General  Conference  itself,  namely 
in  its  standing  committees.  Hence,  you 
will  notice  that  there  has  been  a  signifi- 
cant change  in  the  way  in  which  we 
conceptualize  who  it  is  we  are  talking 
about  when  we  sp>eak  of  persons  who 
must  either  "fly  across  the  pond,"  or 
across  the  larger  p>ond  in  order  to  get  to 
these  shores.  We  no  longer  use  the  lan- 
guage of  overseas  or  international  dele- 
gates, but  we  are  referring  to  those 
p>ersons  as  delegates  of  the  General 
Conference  who  happ>en  to  be  in  the 
continents  of  Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia, 
as  we  are  in  North  America.  And  hence, 
that  language  has  been  incorporated  at 
every  place  that  we  believe  would  be 
appropriate. 

The  third  item  that  I  wish  to  draw  at- 
tention to  is  that  this  committee  has  en- 
deavored to  see  to  It  that  our  Plan  of 
Organization  is  one  that  enables  us  to 
accomplish  our  work  in  the  most  effi- 


cient and  effective  way  possible.  Hence, 
we  have  determined  the  allocation  of 
legislation  for  this  General  Conference 
slightly  altered  in  regard  to  the  work 
that  was  originally  held  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  on  Church  and  Society. 
We  have  called  for  the  creation  of  a  Leg- 
islative Committee  on  Faith  and  Order, 
and  that  committee,  we  believe,  is  one 
that  will  enable  us  to  have  legislation 
that  will  be  coherent  in  relationship  to 
the  work  that  the  General  Conference 
exfjects.  I  want  to  indicate  to  you  that 
the  committee  believes  that  this  is 
driven  by  at  least  two  realities,  namely 
that  we  have  multiple  canons  in  our  life 
and  work,  and  certainly  there  is  the  leg- 
islation that  relates  to  the  administra- 
tive life  of  the  conference.  But  then, 
there  are  also  teaching  canons  of  which 
the  Social  Principles  are  a  major  part, 
and  thus,  they  belong  in  a  context 
where  they  will  be  discussed  and  they 
will  be  reviewed  based  upxin  very  seri- 
ous theological  reflection  and  also 
questioning. 

Finally,  there  is  also  in  the  repiort,  an 
enabling  legislation  for  us  to  be  able  to 
consider  the  Connectional  Process 
Team  report  to  this  body.  You  have  al- 
ready suspended  the  rules  in  order  that 
there  may  be  a  presentation  of  those, 
and  I  have  an  amended  version  that 
will  be  placed  on  the  screen  at  the  ap>- 
propriate  time.  Bishop,  this  completes 
my  overview  of  these  rules  and  we 
stand  ready  to  respond. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  let  me 
try  something  here  as  the  chair.  And 
again,  you  can  either  approve  it  or  dis- 
approve it.  As  I  see  the  rules,  I  see  at 
least  two,  possibly  three  distinctive  ar- 
eas. If  we  can  use,  for  example,  pages 
1245-1257,  which  basi(;ally  put  forward 
the  plan  of  organization.  If  you  could 
lead  us  in  taking  that,  say,  first,  we  can 
ask  if  there  are  any  questions,  motions, 
or  additions,  we'd  deal  with  that.  Then 
we  pick  up  with  the  Rules  of  Order,  and 
that  we  take  them  either  to  the  end  of 
that,  or  we  may  even  take  a  third  part 
on  page  1264.  I  recommend  that  we  do 
that,  that  we  do  those  parts,  1245-1237; 
then  we'll  deal  with  the  rules, 
1257-1264;  and  then,  we  would  deal 
with  1264,  the  Connectional  Process 
Team.  If  we  could  take  one  of  those  at  a 
time,  perfect  them,  seriatim,  and  then 
move  on.  What  do  you  think? 

DEL  PINQ  Bishop,  I'm  certainly 
amenable  to  that,  if  that  is,  indeed,  ac- 
ceptable to  the  body,  as  well. 
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BISHOP  MORGAN:  And  the  Chair 
does  not  want  to  push  you,  but  we  do 
need  to  move  along.  If  you  would  ap- 
prove that  approach,  would  you  show 
the  hand,  please?  Down. 

...  So  if  you  would  first  of  all,  what's 
before  us  right  now  would  be  the  Plan 
of  Organization,  1 245  to  1 257.  Now,  are 
there.  .  .  Yes,  recognized,  come  to  Mi- 
crophone 2.  Now  let  me  tell  you  this 
again,  you  can  see  these,  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 
Now,  to  recognize  the  person  at  Micro- 
phone 2,  now,  I'm  going  to  try  some- 
thing else,  especially  for  you  people  in 
the  very  back.  I  may  get  clobbered  for 
this,  but  if  you  will  just  come  up  to  a  mi- 
crophone, preferably  one  in  the  middle 
1  can  see,  stand  there,  I  will  recognize 
you.  Microphone  2,  please.  State  your 
name  and  your  conference. 

DEBORAH  MCLEOD  (Florida  Con- 
ference): Debbie  McLeod,  Florida. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  Deb- 
bie, McLeod. 

DEBORAH  MCLEOD:  On  page  1252, 
I  move  that  paragraphs  301  through  304 
be  deleted  from  the  paragraphs  as- 
signed to  Faith  and  Order,  and  that  on 
page  1253,  the  reference  to  paragraph 
305  to  365  be  amended  to  read  "301  to 
365." 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  is  it 
seconded? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Sec- 
onded. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  you 
want  to  speak  to  it? 

DEBORAH  MCLEOD:  Yes,  the  ratio- 
nale is  that  all  the  legislation  related  to 
ordination  should  be  considered  by  the 
same  legislative  committee,  and  the 
proposed  assignment  of  legislation 
separates  the  definition  of  ordination 
and  conference  membership  from  the 
paragraphs  about  the  requirements  for 
ordination. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  thank 
you.  All  right,  the  motion  is  there,  the 
speech  has  been  made  in  favor.  We  are 
right  now  operating  under  the  rules 
that  are  already  in  existence,  of  course, 
which  means  that  a  maximum  of  three 
speeches  for,  three  speeches  against, 
you  could  call  for  the  question  after  two 
have  spoken — three-minute  speeches, 
and  we'll  call  it  to  order  at  that.  All 
right,  the  motion  is  before  you,  and  it  is 
seconded.  Does  anyone  like  to  speak  to 
that  amendment — the  McLeod  amend- 


ment? I'll  come  back  to  Jerome  at  the 
end.  I  don't  see  any  hands?  All  right,  I'll 
turn  to  you,  Jerome,  and  you'd  like  to 
respond  to  that? 

JEROME  DEL  PINO:  Bishop,  the  divi- 
sion that  was  indicated  is  not  as  is  been 
represented,  the  membership  in  the  an- 
nual conference  is  a  matter  of  consider- 
ation for  the  entire  executive  session;  it 
is  not  something  that  is  germane  for  the 
ordained  ministry  to  consider. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  So  you  would 
oppose.  . . 

DEL  PINO:  That's  right. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  the  amend-  ■ 
ment?  All  right,  you  ready  to  vote? 
We're  going  to  use  the  light . . .  He  has  a 
last  speech  on  this.  If  you  would  sup- 
port the  McLeod  amendment,  punch  1, 
2  for  "no,"  and  3  for  "abstain."  Please 
vote  when  the  light  turns  on,  please.  All 
right,  the  amendment  is  defeated.  It  is 
now  . . .  this  pro  . . .  Yes.  Microphone  6, 
please. 

BETH  CAPEN  (New  York  Confer- 
ence): Thank  you.  Bishop.  Beth  Capen, 
from  New  York  Conference.  I  want  to 
thank  the  Committee  on  Rules  for  the 
all  the  hard  work  they've  done.  I  am 
concerned  and  would  not  move  at  this 
time,  because  I  think  it  would  be  too 
burdensome,  but  had  the  issue  of  the 
Social  Principles  being  removed  from 
Church  and  Society  been  brought  up  at 
the  last  General  Conference,  I  would 
have  opposed  it  and  would  recom- 
mend that  for  the  next  General  Confer- 
ence, that  the  Social  Principles  remain 
in  the  legislative  section  on  Church  and 
Society.  My  primary  concern  is  that  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  is,  as  1  un- 
derstand it,  responsible  for  implement- 
ing the  Social  Principles,  and  I  do  know 
that  many  people  do  feel  that  in  our  re- 
flections in  church  and  society,  we  have 
been  in  deep  theological  discussion  and 
reflection,  and  a  lot  of  prayer  on  many 
occasions.  So  I  would  recommend  that 
the  Social  Principles  be  returned  to  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Church  and 
Society  for  the  next  General  Confer- 
ence. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  so 
there's  not  a  motion  . . . 

CAPEN:  I  would  move  that,  your 
Honor,  I  mean,  I'm  sorry.  Bishop  .  . . 

(laughter) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  That's,  that's 
okay.  "His  Imminence,"  "Excellency," 


any  of  that  will  be  fine,  thank  you. 
{laughter)  All  right,  the  motion  is  before 
you,  to  recommend  to  the  next  Confer- 
ence .  .  .  and  is  it  seconded?  If  you 
would  support  that,  would  show  the 
hand,  please?  Down.  Opposed?  All 
right,  we  will  vote  again.  If  you  would 
support  that  motion  . .  . 

DEL  PINO:  Bishop  .  .  .  Bishop  .  .  . 
question.  Bishop.  .  .  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Jerome? 

DEL  PINO:  This  is  advisory  to  the 
committee  that  will  be  convened  for  the 
next  quadrennium. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Okay.  Now, 
then,  we're  going  to  use  the  keypad.  If 
you  support  that  amendment,  vote, 
when  the  light  comes  on,  1  for  yes,  2  for 
no.  And  we  will  need  to  have  copies  of 
the  motions,  even  the  ones  that  do  not 
carry.  All  right,  it  is  supported.  All 
right — turn  back  to  your . . .  Jerome?  Or, 
to  you.  Any  other  matters?  We're  look- 
ing only  at  pages  1244  to  1257.  Don't  see 
any  other  hands?  Are  there  other  per- 
sons? Yes,  right  here,  please — pink 
card,  go  to  Microphone  6,  Connie  ...  or 
Microphone  5 — go  to  one  of  them. 

CONNIE  MITCHELL  (Kentucky 
Conference):  Connie  Mitchell,  Ken- 
tucky Conference. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Yes. 

Proposal  to  Include  Spouses  in  Memorials 

MITCHELL:  On  the  page— under 
where  it  says  the  "Plan  of  Organiza- 
tion," on  page  1245 — could  there  be  in- 
cluded, under  the  opening  session  of 
organization,  because  you  did  it  today, 
and  as  a  matter  of  record,  that  you  in- 
clude the  bishops' — the  spouses?  It 
says,  "During  the  Memorial  Service, 
there  shall  be  called  the  names  of  the 
bishops  who  have  died  since  the  ad- 
journment of  the  preceding  General 
Conference,  and  likewise  the  names  of 
the  delegates-elect,"  but  it  does  not  say 
the  spouses,  and  you  did  that  today. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  We  did  do  that, 
didn't  we?  Okay,  now,  are  you  altering 
the  amendment  here,  Connie? 

MITCHELL:  Yes,  I  am. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  You  went  to  a 
baseball  game  last  night,  didn't  you, 
and  cheered  real  loud?  (laughter)  All 
right,  the  Mitchell  motion's  before  us, 
that  we  include  bishops'  spouses?  And  I 
is  it  seconded? 
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UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  We  will 
accept  that. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  the 
committee  says  they  will  accept  that.  Is 
that  agreeable  to  the  body?  All  right. 
We're  looking,  still,  at  the  Plan  of  Orga- 
nization. Any  more  questions,  or . . .  All 
right,  1  don't  see  any.  All  right.  If  you 
will  adopt  pages  1245  . . . 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  1245  . . . 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Beg  pardon? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  1245  to 
1257. 

BISHOP  MORGAN : ...  to  1 257,  just  to 
the  Rules  of  Order.  Vote  when  the  light 
appears,  vote  1  for  yes,  2  for  no.  All 
right,  it  is  sustained.  Now  we  turn  to  the 
Rules  of  Order,  which  will  be  1257 
through  12  . . .  just  the  top  of  1264.  Now 
that  is  before  you,  the  Rules  of  Order.  1 
see  a  card  over  here  ...  go  to  Micro- 
phone 7. 

WILLIAM  C.  SMALLWOOD  (Mis- 
sissippi): I'd  like  a  little  clarification  on 
page  28,  the  second  paragraph,  "at  the 
discretion  of  the  bishop,"  reading  on 
down  there,  it  says  "group  prayer."  By 
"group  prayer,"  does  that  mean  small 
groupts  or  the  whole  body? 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Excuse  me,  you 
said  page  28?  You  mean  . . . 

SMALLWOOD:  1258. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  1258,  okay. 

SMALLWOOD:  1258,  second  para- 
graph, number  3,  about  5  sentences 
down,  "for  group  prayer."  I'd  like  clari- 
fication; what's  meant  by  group 
prayer?  Is  it  the  small  group  or  the 
whole  body? 

JEROME  DEL  PINO:  It  can  be  either 
small  groufjs  or  it  can  be  the  entirety  of 
the  plenary. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  You  might 
group  into  3  or  4 — you  know,  it's  a  lot  of 
variation  of  how  that  might  be  done. 

SMALLWOOD:  My  question  is, 
group  prayer  could  be  a  way  of  influ- 
encing the  body,  and  if  that  should  be 
the  case,  how  are  we  going  to  govern 
that  without  if  getting  out  of  hand — ev- 
erybody praying  for  one  certain  posi- 
tion that  might  or  might  not  be  the 
position  of  other  people  here? 

JEROME  DEL  PINO:  Sir,  it  is  our  un- 
derstanding,.just  as  we  have  experience 
at  the  preceding  General  Conference, 


and  perhaps  you  were  not  there,  that 
whenever  we  enter  into  prayer,  that  is  a 
p>olitical  statement.  It  is  because  it  raises 
other  possibilities  than  the  ones  that  we 
have  in  mind.  So  whenever  we  would 
be  involved  in  our  discernment,  it  is  go- 
ing to  be  with  the  intention  that  we 
would  have  some  level  of  indifference; 
that's  the  hope,  that's  the  prayer.  And  if 
that  doesn't  happen,  then  of  course,  we 
might  get  what  we  ask  for.  But,  bottom 
line,  it  is  not  understood  in  this  process 
that  any  of  this  would  be  intended  nor 
implemented  as  being  manipulative. 
We  trust  our  bishops,  and  that's  the  rea- 
son we  have  only  one  rule  fsertaining  to 
the  discernment  process.  It  can  come 
from  the  floor,  but  the  bottom  line  is 
that  it  is  something  that  is  not  going  to 
be  the  rule,  but,  more  often  than  not,  the 
exception. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  I'm 
looking  in  the  back,  is  there  anyone  in 
sections  C  or  D  that  wishes  to  ask  a 
question?  Don't  see  a  hand — 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Is  there  anybody 
here  in  A  or  B?  I  don't  see  a  hand.  We're 
talking  about  the  rules.  Are  you  ready? 
All  right,  let's  vote  then.  And  we'll  vote 
when  the  light  comes  on.  Vote  one  for 
"yes,"  two  for  "no.";  And  the  vote 
when  the  light  comes  on.  The  body  is 
not  clear.  I  asked  for  questions  on  sec- 
tion. Excuse  me.  Stop  the  voting  here. 
I... on  p.  1257  to  1264,  the  top  of  that. 
That  is  before  us.  That's  all  that  is  before 
us.  The  Rules  of  Order.  And  I  saw  no 
hands,  no  motions.  And  that's  the  rea- 
son I  put  the  question.  Let  me  put  it 
once  again  to  you.  If  you  would  sup- 
port those  pages  on  the  Rules  of  Order, 
show.. vote  when  the  light  comes  on. 
One  for  "yes,"  two  for  "no." 

Page  1264,  the  Connectional  Process 
Team,  and  you  will  need  to  present 
your  amendment  so  we  will  know  ex- 
actly what's  before  us. 

CTEL  PINO:  You  certainly  may  keep 
your  booklet  of)en,  but  we  are  going  to 
present  an  amended  understanding  of 
the  Connectional  Process  Team  presen- 
tation plan.  And  if  we  could  have  that 
on  the  screen  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Let  me  say,  this 
will  be,  what  they  present  will  be  the 
rules  committees  rejx)rt  to  you.  This 
will  be  it,  not  exactly  what  is  on  p.  1264. 
So  give  attention  to  the  screen. 

DEL  PINO:  All  Right.  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  We  propose  that  the  Connec- 
tion Process  Team  (CPT)  report  come 


before  the  General  Conference  in  the 
following  manner.  First,  the 
Copnnectional  Process  Team  will  pres- 
ent its  report  at  the  General  Conference 
in  plenary  session  on  Wednesday 
morning.  May  third,  as  an  order  of  the 
day.  Bishop,  1  will  go  through  the  en- 
tirety of  this? 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  1  think  so. 

DEL  PINO:  All  right. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Lefs  give  the 
whole  picture. 

DEL  PINO:  All  right 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  And  I  would  say 
to  the  technicians,  the  Bishops,  1  under- 
stand, are  not  being  able  to  see  the  votes 
up  here.  So  if  you  could  do  something 
so  they  could  see  that,  as  well.  Excuse 


DEL  PINO:  Following  this  presenta- 
tion, the  delegates  to  General  Confer- 
ence will  be  divided  into  25  randomly 
selected  non-legislative  group>s  for  re- 
flection and  dialogue  on  the  CPT  re- 
port. Translatior\s  will  be  provided  in 
specified  groups.  Three,  each  group 
will  meet  for  90  minutes,  guided  by  a 
convener  bishop  selected  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Bishops.  Four,  each  group  will  be 
provided  a  recorder  who  is  a 
non-delegate  and  an  observer  from  the 
Connectional  Process  Team.  Five,  on 
Wednesday  evening.  May  3,  the  con- 
veners and  recorders  will  meet  with  the 
CPT  observers  to  report  the  areas  of 
consensus  with,  dissent  from,  or  ques- 
tions about  the  CPT  report  and  propos- 
als. Six,  on  Thursday  evening.  May  4, 
immediately  following  the  opening, 
the  CPT  ref)ort  will  provide.  I'm  sorry, 
the  CPT,  or  Connectional  Process 
Team,  will  provide  the  General  Confer- 
ence with  a  written  summary  of  the 
small  group  meetings.  Seven,  following 
time  to  read  the  written  report,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  will  enter  into  a  time  of 
prayerful  discernment  to  ask  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  give  the  conference  the  mind  of 
Christ  and  make  clear  the  will  of  God 
for  our  church  on  this  issue.  Eight,  and 
finally,  petitions  related  to  the  CPT  re- 
port shall  be  submitted  to  the  appropn- 
ate  legislative  committees  for  study 
and  review  and  will  follow  the  legisla- 
tive process  in  accordance  with  the  plan 
of  orgainization  and  rules  of  order 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference. 
The  proposed  legislation  is  to  be  re- 
fwrted  out  comprehensively  and  to- 
gether. That  is  the  amended  version  of 
this  presentation  plan.  Bishop,  which 
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we  now  submit  for  the  body's  consider- 
ation. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  it  is 
properly  before  you  now.  I  recognize 
the  gentleman  at  microphone  6.  Give  us 
your  name  and  your  conference. 

CARL  S'CHENCK  (Missouri  East): 
Thank  you.  Bishop.  I  would  like  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  report  as 
presented.  I  move  to  amend  the  process 
set  forth  on  p.  1264,  and  let  me  say,  set 
forth  by  the  chair.  By  the  addition  of  the 
following  new  paragraph  eight  and  the 
renumbering  of  existing  paragraph 
eight  as  new  paragraph  nine.  The  new 
paragraph  eight  shall  read,  "On  Friday, 
May  5,  following  the  Africa  University 
Report,  the  floor  of  the  conference  shall 
be  open  for  debate  upon  amendments 
to  or  other  action  upon  the  report  as  the 
conference  may  direct.  This  action  shall 
precede  any  legislative  committee's  ac- 
tion on  specific  petitions  related  to  the 
CPT  report .  If  I  could  have  a  second,  1 
would  like  to  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  It's  supported. 

SCHENCK:  1  believe  that  the  rules 
committee  has  given  us  a  very  helpful 
process,  but  that  it  is  aborted  at  the 
point  of  action  and  that  the  house  will 
want  and  the  legislative  committees 
will  want  the  council  of  the  General 
Conference  in  regard  to  the  report  itself 
before  we  begin  work  on  the  various 
implementing  legislations  in  specific 
petitions.  My  amendment  would  al- 
low, and  call  for,  time  for  the  confer- 
ence to  express  its  wishes  on  the  report 
section,  and  to  take  action  as  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  ~  96  called  for  when 
it  called  for  this  review,  this  wholistic 
review  of  the  structure  of  the  church. 
Our.. if  we  cannot  deal  with  it 
wholistically,  but  only  deal  with  it  alseri 
item  to  all  these  various  petitions,  the 
conference  may  not  be  able  to  express 
its  will  satisfactorily. 


BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  Right, 
There's  speech  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. Is  there  a  speech  opposed  to  the 
amendment?  Is  there  someone  who 
would  like  to  speak  for  it?  Yes,  over 
here,  microphone  3,  please.  Give  us 
your  name  and  conference. 

PATRICK  STREIFF     (Switzer- 

land/France Conference): 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Welcome, 
Friend. 

STREIFF:  I  would  like  to  speak 
against  this  amendment.  I  think  it  is 
good  thing  that  we  have  a  general  dis- 
cussion here  in  the  plenary,  but  then  it 
is  our  general  way  of  working  in  Gen- 
eral Conference  that  first  in  legislative 
committees  we  have  a  possibility  really 
to  look  more  in  the  depths  and  have  a 
first  discussion  in  the  legislative  com- 
mittee and  then  bring  back  to  the  ple- 
nary. And  with  the  motion  as  we  have  it 
now  before  us  all  these  items  will  keep 
together.  So  it's  no  danger  that  will  be 
split  up,  and  I  think  it  is  a  good  proce- 
dure to  have  in  one  legislative  commit- 
tee the  time  to  discuss  on  it  and  then 
come  back  after  the  legislative  commit- 
tee. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Thank  you,  Pat- 
rick. Is  there  a  speech  in  favor?  I  go  back 
again  to  the  gentleman  here.  Go  to  mi- 
crophone 6,  and  then  I'll  recognize  you. 
Sir. 

RICHARD  PARKER 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  No,  1  wasn't  rec- 
ognizing Richard.  I  was  recognizing  the 
gentleman  here.  Right  there. 

RICHARD  PARKER:  Oh,  I  beg  your 
pardon. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  That's  OK.  Stay 
where  you  are,  Richard. 

BILLY  JOE  RICH  (Alabama/West 
Florida  Conference)  I  think  that  the 


gentleman  has  raised  a  very  important 
point  for  us  to  consider,  that  being  the 
legislative  committee  as  it  were  the 
CPT,  I  understand  about  three  times  af- 
ter watching  it  and  getting  everyone's 
comments  on  it,  it  comes  to  us  now  as  a 
semi-document  that's  finalized.  I  think 
that  if  we  really  like  it,  or  really  don't 
like  it,  we  aught  to  follow  his  position 
and  either  vote  it  up  or  down.  And  if  we 
vote  it  up,  and  we  want  to  move  in  that 
direction,  then  allow  the  committees  to 
go  back  and  take  the  process  that  this 
gentleman  has  outlined  stand. 

BISHOPO  MORGAN:  All  right 
there's  been  two  speeches  now  in  favor 
of  the  amendment.  Now,  one  against. 
Richard,  do  you  speak  against  the  mo- 
tion? Microphone  6. 

PARKER:  In  favor.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Yes.  In  favor.  All 
right,  is  there  someone  who  speaks 
against  the... Yes,  I  turn.  Microphone?. 
Go  to  microphone  7. 1  recognize  the  del- 
egate there. 

SANDRA  LUTZ  (East  Ohio):  We 
used  a  similar  process  with  the  ministry 
study  four  years  ago.  In  my  experience 
with  that,  serving  on  the  legislative 
committee  that  received  a  good  portion 
of  that  was  that  the  comments  that 
come  out  during  those  small  groups 
that  we're  going  to  have,  really  gave  a 
wonderful  feel  for  how  the  whole  body 
was  experiencing  that.  And  then  the 
legislative  committee  was  able  to  work 
with  that.  And  I  think  when  we  then 
came  back  with  our  report,  we  were 
able  to  vote  on  that.  If  that  process  for 
the  legislative  committee  is  delayed  un- 
til Friday,  that  leaves  the  legislative 
committees  very  little  time  to  work  ef- 
fectively on  that  report.  So  1  would  urge 
that  we  defeat  the  motion. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right.  Now 
your  turn,  Richard. 
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Delegates  Get  First  Look  at  CPT; 
Laity  Address  Highlights  Partnership 


Paperwork  was  the  order  of  the  day  Wednesday  as 
the  2000  United  Methodist  General  Conference  moved 
through  its  first  full  day  in  the  Cleveland  Convention 
Center. 

Inside  the  gray  stone  structure,  the  992  delegates  to 
the  church's  top  legislative  assembly  prepared  to  begin 
work  on  approximately  2,000  petitions  for  change  in 
church  law.  Outside,  arriving  and  departing  delegates 
were  offered  pamphlets  by  members  of  various  groups. 


Agenda  for  Thursday,  May  4 

8:00  a.m. 

Choral  music 

8:15  a.m. 

Worship  service 

9:00  a.m. 

United  Brethren  in  Christ 
and  Evangelical  Association 
200*'  Anniversary  Celebration 

9:15  a.m. 

Millard  Fuller  address 

9:45  a.m. 

Native  American  Comprehensive  Plan 

10:00a.m. 

1 
General  Council  on  Ministries  Report  #1 

10:30  a.m. 

Legislative  Committees 

12:30  p.m. 

Lunch  Recess 

2:30  p.m. 

Legislative  Committees 

5:00  p.m. 

Dinner  Recess 

7:30  p.m. 

Connectional  Process  Team 
(time  for  discernment) 

8:30  p.m. 

Act  of  Repentance  for  Reconciliation 

The  call  for  closer  partnership  in  ministry  between 
clergy  and  laity  came  in  the  Laity  Address  delivered  by 
James  C.  Nibbelink  of  Milford,  Ohio,  an  executive  with 
Procter  &  Gamble.  "Dictates  from  the  pulpit  or  pew 
must  pass  away,  and  a  renewed,  cooperative  spirit  must 
be  encouraged  to  take  root,"  said  Nibbelink. 

Too  often,  he  said,  "autocratic  pastors"  have 
hampered  congregations,  and  "unwilling,  contentious" 
congregations  have  stifled  willing  and  committed 
pastors.  Partners  work  together,  and  with  the  help  of 
God's  spirit,  the  whole  becomes  greater  than  the  sum  of 
its  parts,  and  barriers  seen  as  insurmountable  are 
reduced  or  eliminated. 

The  usual  procedures  of  the  General  Conference 
were  set  aside  to  allow  a  panel,  known  as  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT),  to  make  the  report 
and  recommendations.  Created  by  the  1996  General 
Conference,  the  CPT  is  led  by  Bishop  Sharon  A.  Brown 
Christopher,  Springfield,  111. 

The  team's  report,  sent  to  delegates  in  advance  of 
the  conference,  listed  five  "transformational  directions" 
and  strategies  for  implementation. 

Recommendations  call  for  creating  "covenant 
councils"  at  all  levels  of  the  church.  The  current  General 
Council  on  Ministries  would  be  replaced  with  a 
Covenant  Council  that  would  continue  to  direct  the 
"transformational  direction." 

For  the  first  time,  a  price  tag  of  $500,000  in  new 
money  was  put  as  the  cost  of  a  proposed  Global 
Conference  that  would  hold  its  first  meeting  in  2008. 
The  Global  Conference  would  replace  the  General 
Conference  under  the  CPT  proposal. 

After  hearing  the  report,  delegates  met  in  small 
groups  for  an  hour  of  discussion.  Later,  the  discussions 
will  be  summarized  in  written  documents  to  be 
addressed  in  a  plenary  session  Thursday  evening. 
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Jim  Nibbelink  presents  ins  laity  address  to  the  delegates  on 
Wednesday  morning.  (A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose) 


In  a  poignant  moment  Wednesday,  Anne 
Marshall  an  executive  with  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  told  of  the  church's  support  for 
her  and  her  family  after  her  husband  died  in  the  April 
19,  1995,  bombing  of  the  Alfred  P.  Murrah  Federal 
Office  Building  in  Oklahoma.  "It's  been  a  difficult 
journey,"  she  said.  "But  because  of  my  church 
community,  I  have  not  walked  alone." 

The  first  mention  in  a  conference  session  of  one  of 
the  most  controversial  issues  expected  here,  human 
sexuality,  came  Wednesday  in  the  morning  devotional 
hour. 

Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  of  Liberia  said  if  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  to  be  truly  global,  it  must  recognize 
homosexuality  is  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching. 
Current  church  teachings  affirm  this  position. 

Bishop  Kulah  noted  that  homosexuals  have  been 
subject  to  ridicule,  resentment,  and  hostility  by 
ChrisHans  and  non-Christians.  "This  ought  not  be  the 
case  because  the  homosexuals  too  bear  the  image  of 
God,  and  . . .  the  grace  of  God  is  available  and  sufficient 
for  them." 
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Thursday  morning  the  Conference  will  take 
special  recognition  of  the  200"  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  predecessor  bodies  in  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  that  was  united  in  1968  with 
The  Methodist  Church 

One  of  the  denomination's  oldest  related 
organizations,  the  United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship 
(UMRF)  Bulletin,  gave  special  life  memberships  to  four 
persons  at  a  meeting  May  2.  Honored  were  Bennett  D. 
Poage,  executive  director  of  the  Appalachian  Ministry 
Educational  Resource  Center;  the  Rev.  Alec  Alvord, 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference;  Wanda  Eichler, 
national  UMRF  president,  1992-2000;  and  Ed  Eichler, 
national  treasurer,  1992-2000. 

— Robert  Lear 
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Officers  Elected  for  Standing  Administrative  Committees 


Agenda 

Chair,  Mary  Alice  Massey,  Rorida 
Vice  Chair,  Hee-Soo  Jung,  Wisconsin 
Secretary,  Theordore  Collier,  Missouri  West 

Central  Conference  Affairs 
Chair,  Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter 
Vice-Chair,  Bishop  Fama  Onema 
Secretary,  Marilyn  Outslay,  Oregon-Idaho 

Coiyelarion  and  Editorial  Revision 
Chair,  Naomi  G.  Bartle 

Courtesy  and  Privileges 
Chair,  ]ames  C.  Shaw,  South  Indiana 
Secretary,  Betty  M.  Suzuki,  California-Nevada 

Credentials 
Chair,  Patricia  E.  Farris,  California-Pacific 
Vice  Chair,  Thomas  J.  Bickerton,  West  Virginia 
Secretary,  John  S.M.  Russell,  Liberia 

Journal 
Chair,  D.  Max  Whitfield,  North  Arkansas 
Vice  Chair,  Frances  H.  Moore,  North  Alabama 
Secretary,  Lin  Doyle,  Yellowstone 

Presiding  Officers 
Chair,  Paul  Extrum-Femandez,  California-Nevada 
Vice  Chair,  Carson  Moore 
Secretary,  Linda  Lee,  Detroit 


REFERENCE 

Chair,  Earl  Bledsoe,  Texas 

Vice  Chair,  Mary  Brooke  Casad,  North  Texas 

Secretary,  Gaunnie  H.  Dixon,  California-Pacific 


Laity  address  focuses  on  partnership 

Partnership  is  necessary  for  making  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

With  that  as  his  theme.  West  Ohio  Conference 
lay  leader  Jim  Nibbelink  dehvered  the  laity  address  to 
the  2000  General  Conference. 

Relating  the  story  of  a  3-year-old  boy  attending 
worship  for  the  first  time,  Nibbelink  painted  a  picture 
of  a  mother  frustrated  by  her  son's  boisterousness  and 
eagerness  to  see  everything.  Like  the  boy,  Nibbelink 
noted,  many  congregations  and  pastors  are  "sitting 
down  on  the  outside,  but  standing  up  on  the  inside." 

Many  lay  people  want  to  be  active  in  ministry, 
while  many  clergy  want  to  be  more  innovative  in 
ministry,  Nibbelink  said.  Unfortunately,  both  are 
constrained  by  the  same  issues,  including  tradition. 
Specifically,  traditional  roles  for  clergy  and  laity 
restrict  effective  ministry. 

"It's  imperative  that  teams  of  lay  and  clergy 
work  together  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,"  he 
continued.  A  cooperative  spirit  must  be  established 
before  a  partnership  can  be  effective.  "Partnership 
frees  pastors  and  laity  to  do  what  they  do  best." 

Characteristics  of  successful  partnership,  the  lay 
leader  added,  include  respect,  responsibility,  and 
risk.  "Making  disciples  takes  hard  work,"  he  said. 
"Even  God  cannot  steer  a  parked  car." 

Nibbelink  was  selected  to  deliver  the  laity 
address  through  a  quadrennial  competition  by  the 
National  Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders  (N  A  ACLL).  He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the 
association  and  as  president  of  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  Conference  l^y  Leaders'  Team. 


— Davie  Burgdorf 
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Legislative  Committee  Officers 


Church  and  Society 

Terri  Rae  Chattin,  chair,  Baltimore-Washington 
Robert  T.  Hoshibata,  vice  chair.  Pacific  Northwest 
Pat  Deal,  secretary.  North  Texas 


General/Judicial  Administration 

Christine  Harman,  chair,  Kentucky 
Sam  Wynn,  vice  chair.  North  Carolina 
Janet  L.  Forbes,  secretary.  Rocky  Mountain 


Conferences 

Charles  W.  Courtoy,  chair,  Florida 

Donde  P.  Ashmos,  vice  chair.  Southwest  Texas 

Deborah  L.  Pritts,  secretary.  North  Central  New  York 


Global  Ministries 

Christine  Dean  Keels,  chair,  Baltimore-Washington 
Youngsook  Kang,  vice  chair.  Rocky  Mountain 
Jerry  W.  Russell,  secretary,  Holston 


Discipleship 

Jeffrey  E.  Greenway,  chair.  Western  Pennsylvania 
Rubin  Perry,  vice  chair.  North  Georgia 
June  B.  Willson,  secretary,  South  Carolina 


Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

J.  La  Von  Wilson,  chair,  Illinois  Great  Rivers 
Katharine  W.  Lehman,  vice  chair.  North  Indiana 
Al  W.  Gwinn,  secretary,  Kentucky 


Faith  and  Order 

Robert  E.  Hayes,  chair,  Texas 

Scott  J.  Jones,  vice  chair.  North  Texas 

Mary-Elizabeth  M.  Moore,  secretary,  California-Pacific 


Independent  Commissions 

Harold  E.  Batiste,  Jr.,  chair.  Southwest  Texas 
David  A.  Banks,  vice  chair.  North  Carolina 
Margie  M.  Briggs,  secretary,  Missouri  West 


Financial  Administration 

Stan  Sager,  chair.  New  Mexico 

Ernest  L.  Swiggett,  vice  chair.  New  York 

Phyllis  R.  Rodriguez,  secretary,  Wisconsin 


Local  Church 

Tyrone  D.  Gordon,  chair,  Kansas  West 

Joe  W.  Kilpatrick,  vice  chair.  North  Georgia 

Judy  J.  Benson,  secretary,  Oklahoma 
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Partners  with  a  Purpose 

The  Laity  Address 

May  3, 2000 
by  Jim  Nibbelink 


The  little  boy  jumped  up  on  the  pew  and  looked 
around  with  excitement.  Just  three  years  old,  this  was 
i  his  first  time  in  church,  and  there  were  so  many  new 
1  things  to  see  and  to  hear.  He  just  couldn't  contain 
:  himself!  While  he  was  enjoying  his  vantage  point,  the 
boy's  mother  wasn't  so  enthusiastic.  "Sit  down,"  she 
whispered,  and  motioned  the  boy  to  his  seat.  Now, 
those  of  you  familiar  with  the  habits  of  three-year-old 
boys  will  recall  that  a  Uttle  boy's  tolerance  for  sitting  still 
lasts  about  ...  thirty-seven  seconds!  So  there  he  was, 
back  on  his  feet,  back  up  on  the  pew,  back  to 
discovering  all  sorts  of  new  and  wonderful  things! 
There  was  funny-colored  glass  and  strange  music  and 
all  kinds  of  interesting  people  -  what  a  joy  for  a  little 
jboy!  Well,  Mom  didn't  take  her  little  explorer's  antics 
quite  as  calmly  this  time.  She  took  hold  of  his  belt  and 
firmly  guided  him  to  his  seat,  saying,  "We  don't  do  that 
in  church!"  Another  thirty-seven  seconds  ...  and 
another  jump  up  on  the  pew!  There  was  singing  now, 
and  lots  of  f)eople  in  flowing  robes!  Mom  acted  quickly 
and  decisively.  She  grabbed  the  little  boy's  belt  with 
both  hands,  jerked  him  down  to  his  place  and  hissed, 
"SIT  EXDWN!"  in  a  tone  violent  enough  to  startle 
worshipers  three  pews  away!  Quiet  at  last,  the  little  boy 
sat  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  looked  up  at  his  mother 
with  a  tear  in  his  eye,  saying,  "I  may  be  sitting  down  on 
the  outside,  . . .  but  I'm  standing  up  on  the  inside!" 

(applause) 

The  little  boy  certainly  had  a  lively  spirit  inside 
him,  a  spirit  that  circumstances  (and  his  zealous 
mother)  were  seeking  to  KEEP  bottled  up!  1  think  of 
that  little  boy  and  his  desire  to  break  from  the  norm 
when  1  meet  many  of  the  laypersons  in  our  churches. 
They  tell  me  that  they  want  to  be  in  ministry,  that  they 
want  to  serve,  but  that  so  many  things  are  holding  them 
back.  1  remember  the  little  boy,  too,  when  I  talk  to 
pastors  who  want  to  try  something  new,  pastors  who 
have  an  idea  for  expanding  the  ministry  of  their 
congregations.  They  also  tell  me  of  being  restrained,  of 
not  being  able  to  engage  people  with  new  ideas.  1  think 
that  both  lay  and  clergy  in  these  situations  are  being 
constrained  by  some  of  the  same  issues.  There's  a  lot  of 
vital,  active  ministry  happening  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  around  the  world,  but  there's  also  a 
lot  of  frustration  and  inaction  in  local  congregations,  in 
districts  and  at  the  conference  level.  Making  disciples 
and  caring  for  persons  in  our  congregations  and  beyond 


both  require  hard  work.  Many  lay  people  and  pastors 
alike  seem  to  feel  that  they  just  don't  have  the  means  to 
break  free,  to  take  action,  to  be  IN  achon!  These  feelings 
may  seem  a  bit  remote  to  some  of  us  here  because  we're 
most  often  in  the  middle  of  the  action.  As  leaders,  we 
must  look  around  carefully  and  honestly  though,  and 
when  we  look,  we  see  many  individuals  and 
congregations  that  aren't  involved.  The  joy  of  belonging 
to  an  active  outpost  of  God's  love  is  missing,  and  much 
of  the  activity  is  directed  at  survival. 

What's  going  on  in  our  congregations  and 
institutional  structure  that  people  feel  is  keeping  them 
from  active  ministry?  Is  it  a  lack  of  motivation? 
Sometimes,  perhaps,  but  not  always.  The  little  boy  was 
certainly  motivated!  Something  else  was  in  the  way! 
Our  motivation  comes  right  from  our  roots,  right  from 
the  Scripture  and  right  from  Jesus.  There's  the  Great 
Commission,  "Go  ye,  into  aU  the  world."  There's  the  joy 
of  sharing  the  good  news  with  others.  There's  the 
wonderful  sense  of  God's  Spirit  at  work  while  we're 
caring  for  the  needs  of  hurting  people.  There  are  dreams 
of  what  things  could  be  like  with  a  little  hard  work.  There 
might  be  some  insightful  folks  who  remind  us  what  will 
happen  if  we  sit  back  and  do  nothing.  Sometimes,  even 
our  frustration  at  a  lack  of  action  can  be  a  motivator. 
Simply  being  around  folks  with  a  positive  outlook,  those 
who  would  be  willing  to  trust  God  to  be  with  us  in  a  new 
effort,  is  often  a  motivating  force.  Yet  with  all  these 
motivators  and  more,  many  of  us  just  sit  and  stew, 
wishing  things  could  be  different.  Whether  in  pulpit  or 
pew,  we  maintain  the  status  quo  despite  that  little  voice 
inside  that's  telling  us  to  jump  up  on  the  pew,  find  out 
what's  going  on,  and  get  in  on  the  action! 

Just  what's  holding  us  back,  anyway?  There  might 
be  a  slightly  different  list  for  pastors  and  lay  folk,  but  for 
most  of  us,  the  factors  are  pretty  much  the  same. 
Remember  Tevye,  the  proud  father  in  "Fiddler  on  the 
Roof"?  TRADITION!  Of  course!  That  great  killer  of 
change.  It's  tradition  that  says  that  pastors  do  one  set  of 
tasks  and  that  lay  people  do  another  set  of  tasks.  It's 
tradition  that  says  that  the  pastor  must  have  all  of  the 
ideas  and  lead  all  of  the  major  activities.  And  ifs 
tradition  that  says  that  lay  people  wait  to  be  asked  to 
serve.  Lay  people  are  fond  of  claiming  a  lack  of  training 
or  experience,  while  pastors  complain  that  no  one  will  do 
the  work.  We  all  are  risk  averse.  We  try  so  hard  to  keep 
from  failing  that  we  sometimes  fail  to  do  anything  that 
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might  move  God's  work  ahead!  We  must  be  happy  with 
the  status  quo  because  we  work  extra  hard  to  keep  new 
ideas  from  creeping  into  our  worship  and  new  methods 
from  altering  our  approach  to  service.  Comfort  for  the 
current  attendees  and,  sometimes,  comfort  for  the 
current  pastor,  are  the  major,  and  often  only,  goals  of  our 
ministry.  A  significant  inhibitor,  found  far  and  wide  in 
the  church,  is  fear.  It's  usually  found  in  fear  of  loss  of 
power  or  loss  of  control.  This  characteristic  is  often 
attributed  to  members  of  our  clergy  who  may  be  too 
conscious  of  status  or  of  position,  and  that  certainly  can 
be  true.  But  it's  a  circumstance  that  should  be  recognized 
among  laity  as  well.  Congregations  can  hold  a  pastor 
hostage  by  inaction,  distraction  or  salary  action!  We're 
good  at  stifling  ideas,  then  complaining  that  things  aren't 
what  they  used  to  be!  Power  and  control,  wherever 
found  and  however  expressed,  are  twin  barriers  to 
progressive,  alive  ministry.  Finally,  a  gigantic  inhibitor 
to  vital  ministry  is  a  lack  of  vision.  Many  congregations 
are  perishing  because  there's  not  even  one  soul  among 
them  who  dares  to  dream. 

So  here  we  are.  There's  a  spirit  inside  us  that  tells 
us  to  stand  up  ...  and  a  set  of  traditions  and  fears  that 
tells  us  we  can't  do  that  in  church!  There  are  many  good 
and  sound  ideas  afoot  that  are  helping  the  church  out  of 
this  dilemma.  I  want  to  Hft  up  just  one.  I  think  it's 
imperative  that  teams  of  leaders,  lay  and  clergy,  learn  to 
work  together  as  partners  to  advance  the  cause  of  Jesus 
Christ! 

(applause) 

The  time  has  long  passed,  if  it  were  truly  ever  here, 
when  one  leader  could  chart  the  course,  make  the 
decisions,  call  the  tune,  and  carry  the  load.  Lay  and 
pastor  partnerships  must  be  in  place  to  most  effectively 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  gospel,  the  work  of  God. 
Dictates  from  the  pulpit  or  from  the  pew  must  pass 
away,  and  a  renewed,  cooperative  spirit  must  be 
encouraged  to  take  root.  Too  long  have  too  many 
congregations  suffered  at  the  hands  of  autocratic 
pastors.  Too  long  have  willing,  committed  pastors  been 
held  back  by  unwilling,  contentious  congregations. 
Partnerships  between  lay  and  clergy,  perhaps 
exemplified  by  a  partnership  between  a  pastor  and  the 
congregation's  lay  leader,  offer  us  a  significant 
opportunity  to  overcome  most  of  the  barriers  I've 
mentioned.  Partners  work  together,  and  together,  with 
the  help  of  God's  Spirit,  the  whole  becomes  greater  than 
the  sum  of  its  parts  and  barriers  seen  as  insurmountable 
are  reduced  or  eliminated. 

Partnership  . .  a  word  that  inspires  a  vision  of  fear  - 
if  you're  the  one  afraid  of  losing  power,  or  a  word  that 
inspires  a  vision  of  joint  achievement  -  if  you  know  that 
the  gifts  and  graces  of  both  lay  and  clergy  are  necessary 
for   dynamic    ministry    in    these   complex    times.    A 


dictionary  definition  of  a  partner  speaks  of  one  who 
shares  with  another  in  a  joint  enterprise.  The  key  word 
is  SHARES.  In  a  well-oiled  partnership,  neither  partner 
is  forced  to  lead  all  of  the  time.  Neither  has  all  of  the 
ideas,  all  of  the  responsibility  or  is  expected  to  do  all  of 
the  work.  In  fact,  the  best  partnerships  leverage  the 
special  talents  of  both  members  of  the  team,  while 
helping  to  overcome  any  gaps  that  may  exist  in  either 
member's  skill  base.  Partners  take  turns  coaching, 
inspiring  and  supporting  each  other.  Together,  they 
challenge  each  other  to  be  the  best  that  they  can  be. 
Partners  gain  energy  from  each  other  and  often  are 
willing  to  try  greater  challenges  than  either  may  have 
attempted  on  their  own.  The  synergy  resulting  from  a 
thriving  partnership  makes  more  room  for  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  enter  the  partnership,  because  each  person  is 
committed  to  find  and  fulfill  the  dreams  and  visions 
that  come  from  God's  Spirit,  rather  than  to  chasing 
personal  rainbows.  Partners  cover  more  ground  than 
leaders  working  separately.  Two  heads  really  are  better 
than  one,  and  four  hands  and  feet  can  travel  farther  and 
accomplish  more  than  lone  wolf  leaders.  Pastor  and  lay 
leader  together  can  have  a  broader  perspective  of  the 
congregation,  its  needs  and  strengths,  and  on  the 
community  in  which  it's  planted.  The  different 
viewpoints  of  the  pastor  and  key  lay  persons  are 
essential  in  forming  a  motivating,  vital  vision  for  the 
ministry  of  the  congregation.  By  himself  or  herself,  no 
one  person  has  the  complete  background  or  training  to 
effectively  assess  the  community  or  the  congregation. 
Together,  leaders  of  the  laity  and  pastors  have  access  to 
a  significant  network  of  ideas,  training,  support 
services,  resources  and  people.  Joint  visioning  and 
goal-setting  virtually  eliminate  the  possibility  of  the 
pastor  and  lay  leader  working  at  conflicting  goals  or  of 
the  congregation  wasting  its  energy  in  endless 
discussions  of  diverging  ideas,  wishful  thinking  and 
lost  opportunities.  A  significant  aspect  of  a  lay  leader  - 
pastor  partnership  is  the  fact  that  their  joint  efforts  serve 
as  a  symbol  to  all  in  the  congregation  and  community. 
It's  a  symbol  saying  that  although  we're  gifted 
differently  and  have  different  formal  roles,  we  agree  on 
the  primary  mission  of  the  church  and  on  our  local 
strategy  to  make  disciples.  We're  working  together  to 
make  things  happen,  and  we  offer  you  the  opportunity 
to  work  together  as  well. 

(applause) 

The  example  of  partnership  and  what  it 
symbolizes  is  necessary  in  a  congregation,  and  it's 
absolutely  vital  at  the  district  and  conference  levels, 
where  we  often  seem  to  have  one  agenda  for  clergy  and 
a  separate  one  for  laity. 

Formation  of  a  partnership,  in  a  local  congregation 
or  at  the  district  or  conference  level,  is  a  deliberate  act 
undertaken  by  both  of  the  partners.  It  won't  happen  by 
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accident,  nnd  just  declaring  a  partnership  doesn't  make 
it  sti.  There  will  be  prayer,  planning,  tentative 
experimentation,  perhaps  some  uncomfortable 
moments  or  false  starts.  There  will  be  visioning  and 
seeking  God's  direction  for  the  organization  and  for  the 
partners.  There  will  be  commitment  to  be  faithful  and  a 
covenant  between  the  partners.  There  will  be  agreement 
on  the  roles  and  responsibilities  of  each  partner, 
building  on  the  unique  talents  and  perspectives  that 
each  one  brings  to  the  partnership.  Traditional  and 
disciplinary  roles  will  be  acknowledged  and  honored, 
but  only  to  advance  the  ministry,  not  to  inhibit  the  full 
participation  of  either  partner.  There  will  be  recognition 
of  what  the  partnership  will  mean  to  the  faith 
community  and  efforts  planned  to  exhibit  the  mutual 
trust  and  support  the  partners  have  for  each  other. 

Does  all  of  this  mean  that  the  individuals  and  their 
formal  roles  are  submerged  or  forgotten?  Not  at  all! 
Rather,  the  partnership  frees  both  pastor  and  lay  person 
to  do  the  things  they  do  best  or  have  the  unique 
responsibility  to  perform.  It's  just  that  they  do  these 
things  in  a  planned,  mutually  supportive  way,  not  in 
isolation.  Each  action  is  jointly  planned  to  advance  the 
mission  of  the  congregation.  There  will  be  many 
opportunities  to  take  on  non traditional  tasks.  Some 
pastors  will  find  it  liberating  simply  to  be  a  committee 
member,  rather  than  always  being  at  center  stage.  Some 
may  even  discover  that  they  don't  have  to  attend  every 
meeting  that  happens  in  the  life  of  the  congregation, 
trusting  that  congregational  leaders  (applause)  can 
handle  the  tasks  at  hand!  Some  laypersons  may  do  a 
fine  job  of  preaching  on  occasion,  and  we're  already 
seeing  the  benefits  of  laypersons  carrying  consecrated 
communion  elements  to  shut-ins  or  to  nursing  homes 
after  worship  services.  We  remain  individuals, 
uniquely  called,  lay  and  clergy,  but  we  choose  to  serve 
together  in  a  planned  way  that  goes  beyond  our  usual 
experiences  in  the  church. 

There  are  three  characteristics  that  help  to  define  a 
successful  partnership  for  me.  They're  building  blocks 
laid  on  the  cornerstone  of  God's  grace  that  is  Jesus 
Christ,  forming  the  basis  for  ministry  through  pairs  of 
committed  persons.  The  first  characteristic  is  respect. 
It's  essential  that  each  partner  credit  the  other  for  his  or 
her  official  position,  training,  abilities,  perspective  and 
commitment  to  service.  Respect  means  that  each 
regularly  seeks  the  other's  input  and  advice. 
Differences  are  clarified  and  common  ground  is  sought. 
Trust  is  a  key  factor  in  respect.  Decisions  made  have  the 
unflagging  support  of  both  pastor  and  lay  leader.  Each 
partner  believes  that  the  other  will  perform  as  agreed 
and  to  the  very  best  of  his  or  her  ability.  Roles  in  each 
ministry  effort  are  chosen  with  regard  to  the  person  best 
suited  for  the  situation  at  hand  and  authority  delegated 
to  the  people  who  need  it  to  get  the  job  done.  Jesus 
respected  his  disciples'  capabilities  and  sent  them  out 


into  the  villages  without  him  to  teach  and  to  heal. 
Respect  says  that  the  partners  stand  up  for  each  other 
and  honor  the  gifts  that  the  other  brings  to  the  ministry. 
Do  partners  need  to  agree  on  everything?  Must  they 
have  a  common  theology?  No,  ...  but  partners  can  live 
out  the  principle  that  we  can  walk  hand  in  hand  in 
God's  service  without  seeing  eye  to  eye  in  all  matters. 

(applause) 

Respiect  is  foremost  in  a  thriving  partnership. 

The  next  characteristic  defining  partnership 
success  is  responsibility.  Each  partner  carries  an 
appropriate  share  of  the  load.  Sometimes,  it's  as  a 
leader;  sometimes  it's  as  a  willing  worker.  Sometimes, 
it's  as  a  cheerleader  because  another  person  is  best 
suited  for  the  project.  Always,  it's  with  the 
understanding  that  commitments  will  be  kept.  There 
are  status  reports  and  accountability,  to  be  sure,  but 
accountability  going  both  ways,  pastor  to  lay  person 
and  lay  person  to  pastor.  Responsible  leaders  don't 
always  need  to  be  in  the  limelight.  They  recognize  that 
God  can  use  anyone  and  are  always  on  the  lookout  for 
people  who  may  at  first  seem  unlikely,  but  who  are 
willing  to  serve.  Empowering  new  disciples  and 
training  new  leaders  are  important  aspects  of  a  current 
leader's  role.  Each  and  every  one  of  us  got  our  first 
opportunity  to  be  a  leader  because  a  person  with 
responsibility  expected  that  we  could  do  the  job.  We 
cannot  expect  people  to  do  a  good  job  without  first 
giving  them  a  good  job  to  do!  Responsibility  means  that 
partners  ask  each  other  for  help  when  the  going  gets 
tough.  One  strength  of  a  partnership  is  that  there's  more 
than  one  individual  to  share  the  burden  of  leadership. 
Once  committed,  partners  stand  up  for  the  vision,  the 
goals,  the  ministries  and  the  projects  selected.  There's  a 
united  team  at  work,  not  individuals  working  at 
cross-purposes,  unaware  of  the  other  person's  dreams, 
needs,  and  priorities.  The  importance  of  mutual 
support  in  a  congregation,  district  or  conference  cannot 
be  overstated.  Partners  take  the  responsibility  to  seek 
new  skills,  new  insights,  and  new  methods.  Each  new 
tool  brought  to  the  partnership  makes  the  team  stronger 
and  better  able  to  meet  the  challenges  of  ministry. 
Responsibility  means  being  willing  to  hold  others  in  the 
congregation  responsible  in  their  own  right  for  some 
aspect  of  ministry.  Each  disciple  is  called  to  active 
service  and  effective  leaders  often  have  the  gift  of 
matching  people  with  service  opportunities  within  the 
congregation.  Most  of  the  time,  these  are  not  committee 
assignments  with  monthly  meetings,  but  caring 
ministries  that  weave  a  fine  web  of  love  and  concern 
and  support  among  the  people  of  the  faith  community. 

The  third  characteristic  I'll  mention  is  risk. 
Successful  partnerships  require  risk-taking.  Both 
pastors  and  leaders  within  the  laity  are  willing  to  rock 
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the  boat  if  the  situation  calls  for  it.  Making  new  disciples 
is  not  always  a  simple  task.  Nurturing  the  flock  inside 
the  church  calls  for  caring  creativity  as  needs  change. 
Reaching  and  serving  the  surrounding  community  is  a 
daunting  challenge  these  days,  requiring  ingenuity  and 
new  methods  to  tell  the  old,  old  story.  Leaders  must 
often  try  new  methods,  involve  new  people,  seek  new 
ideas.  The  message  of  salvation  hasn't  changed,  but  the 
world  has  changed  considerably  and  reaching  potential 
disciples  takes  more  than  just  opening  up  the  doors  on 
Sunday  morning  and  expecting  folks  to  show  up! 

(applause) 

Lay  leader  and  pastor  must  unite  to  create  a  vision 
that  stretches  the  congregation.  The  vision  must  be  out 
of  easy  reach,  but  not  out  of  sight!  Vital  partnerships 
often  tug  at  the  status  quo  . .  and  often  upset  some  of  the 
folks  who  the  partners  would  like  to  involve  in  the 
ministry.  Determined  partners  can  lead  congregations 
which  are  more  concerned  with  being  comfortable  to 
becoming  renewed  ambassadors  for  God  if  they  are 
willing  to  risk.  Lay  leader  -  pastor  partners  can  share 
the  role  of  reassuring  and  seeking  input  from 
comfortable  people  who  may  be  fearful  of  change. 
These  people,  too,  are  important,  and  sharing  the 
responsibility  to  both  comfort  and  challenge  them  will 
help  to  overcome  congregational  inertia.  Faithful 
partners  know  that  disciple-making  requires  tending  to 
the  lost  as  well  as  caring  for  the  flock.  Partners  always 
remember  that  if  the  shepherd  doesn't  risk  going  out  to 
seek  the  one  who's  lost,  the  ninety-nine  left  in  the  fold 
are  not  really  as  safe  as  they  believe  themselves  to  be! 
Risk  means  being  willing  to  fail.  Good  risk-takers  know 
that  failure  is  only  permanent  if  we  let  it  be.  Failure  is 
temporary  if  we  view  it  as  a  learning  opportunity  and  a 
chance  to  grow  in  our  knowledge  of  the  situation  before 
we  try  again.  Recall  that  Jesus  acted  twice  to  heal  the 
blind  man  at  the  pool  of  Bethsaida.  Edison's  light  bulb 
didn't  work  until  after  many  hundreds  of  failed 
attempts.  Those  who  do  not  risk  are  those  who  do  not 
dream!  Jesus'  parable  of  the  talents  tells  us  bluntly  that 
the  gift  of  grace  is  not  to  be  buried  in  the  ground.  The 
servant  who  did  not  risk  is  harshly  condemned.  It  is 
clear  that  a  faithful  response  to  God  is  an  active, 
risk-taking  response.  The  faithful  servants  took  the 
initiative,  despite  a  lack  of  detailed  instructions. 
Partners  in  God's  work  do  not  sit  by  waiting  for 
answers;  they  step  out  in  faith!  It's  not  easy  to  take  risks, 
but  think  of  what's  at  stake,  and  be  assured  that  if  no 
one  ever  took  a  chance  with  you,  you  wouldn't  be 
sitting  here  right  now 

(applause) 

You'll  recall  the  old  story  of  a  group  of  children 
walking  down  a  country  road  that  had  an  abandoned 
railroad  track  running  alongside  it.  The  children  tried  to 


see  who  could  walk  on  a  rail  the  farthest  without  falling 
off.  One  by  one,  they  tried  to  keep  balanced  long 
enough  to  outdistance  the  others,  but  each  failed  to  get 
very  far.  Suddenly,  one  of  them  had  an  idea  and  quickly 
whispered  to  one  of  the  others.  The  two  offered  to  bet 
that  they  could  walk  the  entire  length  of  the  track 
without  falling  off.  To  jeers  and  teasing,  they  jumped  up 
on  opposite  rails  and  extended  a  hand  across  the  space 
between  them.  Acting  as  partners,  they  walked 
confidently  down  the  tracks.  Partnership.  You  may 
think  you  can  . .  .or  you  may  think  you  can't.  Either  way, 
you'll  be  right!  It's  up  to  the  leaders  of  the  church  to  set 
the  example  and  to  see  that  a  successful  model  of 
partnership  ministry  is  made  available  to  every 
congregation,  every  district  and  every  conference.  It's 
time  to  get  going,  to  move  out  and  to  move  on!  Inaction 
is  often  our  biggest  problem  because  even  God  cannot 
steer  a  parked  car! 

(applause) 

And  someday,  ...  someday,  is  not  a  day  of  the 
week! 

And  so  we  have  respect,  responsibility  and  risk, 
these  three  ...and  the  greatest  of  these  is  respect! 
Resolve  now  to  create  a  partnership  with  your 
counterpart  in  ministry.  Resolve  now  to  become  an 
example  of  partnering  to  others  in  your  sphere  of 
influence.  Resolve  now  to  make  disciples  through 
partnering;  doing  God's  work,  moving  out  into 
ministry.  God's  Spirit  will  go  with  you,  strengthen  you 
and  sustain  you,  for  as  you  honor  your  partner,  you  are 
honoring  God.  Stand  up  on  the  outside,  not  just  on  the 
inside!  Go  into  the  world  as  lay  and  clergy  partners, 
carrying  the  best  of  both  traditions,  for  God's  church 
needsbothof  us  to  prosper!  Stand  up  -  together!  Reach 
out  -  together!  Walk  forward  -  together!  Make 
disciples  -  together!  And  may  God  bless  us  all  - 
together!  Amen,  (applause) 


Well,  We  Almost  Made  It! 

We  apologize  for  the  tardy  delivery 
of  yesterday's  DCA. 

We  try  to  get  copy  to  the  printer  by  1:30  a.m., 
but  last  night  we  didn't  make  it  until  2:45. 

By  Herculean  efforts,  the  printer  was  still  able 
to  deliver  copies  for  the  9  a.m.  business  session. 

Thanks  to  all  for  your  understanding. 
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Jim  Scurlock  of  San  Francisco  and  John  Fletcher  of  Minneapolis  read  names  from  the  Shower  of  Stoles  project  in  front  of  the 
Cleveland  Convention  Center  as  delegates  return  from  a  lunch  break.  The  project  expresses  the  anguish  of  those  who  desire 
to  be  in  ministry  with  and  for  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and  transgendered  persons.  (A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose) 


Church  and  Society  Committee  Halts  Work 

The  Church  and  Society  Committee  stopped  its 
work  Wednesday  evening  over  concerns  of  voting 
rights  and  translation  issues  for  delegates  from  Africa. 

The  committee  members  voted  to  abandon  their 
legislative  agenda  until  the  full  General  Conference 
deals  with  the  issues. 

Of  the  90  voting,  55  voted  yes,  32  voted  no,  with 
one  abstention.  Committee  officials  expect  the  issue  to 
be  taken  up  by  the  General  Conference  today. 

— Paul  Widicus  and  Gretchen  Hakola,  reporters 


EUB  Gift  Books  Distributed 

On  Thursday,  May  4,  complimentary  copies 
of  The  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church:  A 
Historical  Sampler  will  be  placed  on  the  tables  of 
each  of  the  following  groups: 

•  Delegates  and  Concordats 

•  Affiliate  and  Autonomous  Delegates 

•  Bishops 

•  Judicial  Council 

First  Reserves  may  pick  up  their 
complimentary  copy  of  the  book  at  the  customer 
service  desk  at  the  Cokesbury  store. 
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National  United  Methodist 

Native  American  Center 

Seeks  to  Expand  Ministry 

Everything  the  National  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Center  (NUMNAC)  does.  Executive  Director 
Cynthia  Abrams  says,  is  geared  toward  making  a 
long-lasting  impact  on  the  local  church. 

Designed  to  nurture  and  recruit  Native  American 
clergypersons,  NUMNAC  is  celebrating  eighteen  years 
of  ministry.  The  1996  General  Conference  endorsed  the 
work  of  the  center,  located  at  Claremont  (California) 
School  of  Theology.  The  Reverend  Abrams  is  a 
fourth-generation  United  Methodist  who  was 
mentored  by  NUMNAC  people.  She  intends  her  work 
to  honor  and  respect  her  elders,  as  well  as  Jesus  Christ. 

The  center  provides  leadership  training  and 
continuing  education  for  pastors  and  church 
professionals  and  publishes  the  NUMNAC  journal.  It 
offers  an  annual  theological  forum  for  Native  American 
clergy,  laity,  academicians,  community  leaders,  and 
traditional  religion  practitioners.  The  2000  forum 
focuses  on  healing  and  the  meaning  of  being  a  Native 
American  United  Methodist  Christian.  NUMNAC 
assists  local  churches,  annual  conferences,  and 
jurisdictions  to  envision  and  empower  leadership. 

NUMNAC  also  sponsors  and  administers  the 
national  United  Methodist  Youth  Organization  under 
Christ  All  Native  (UMYOCAN).  The  center  annually 
co-sponsors  a  national  family  camp.  The  camp  location 
rotates  around  the  country.  It  will  convene  at  the 
University  of  Delaware  this  year. 

NUMNAC  has  several  legislative  petitions  before 
General  Conference,  including  a  request  for  funding  to 
implement  programs  and  ministries.  The  center  wants 
to  publish  a  Native  American  studies  textbook  and  start 
a  Course  of  Study  /  Native  American  studies  duo  track 
at  Claremont  School  of  Theology.  NUMNAC's 
hospitality  area  is  in  Room  415  at  the  Marriott  Hotel. 
The  center  will  sponsor  a  dinner  during  the  second 
week  of  General  Conference. 

— Patty  Meyers 


Anybody  Listenin'?... 

Worship  Services  for  the  General  Conference: 

•  Of  the  9  bishops  preaching,  2  will  be  Obispas,  7 
Obispos.  i 

•  Four  will  be  led  by  racial/ethnic  Obispos,  two  from 
our  Central  Conferences. 

We  celebrate  the  rich  diversity  represented  here! 

Rules  Debate  during  Plenary,  Tuesday  afternoon: 

Of  the  14  speaking  opportunities  given  to  the  floor,  71°/.) 
were  by  males;  64%  were  by  clergy  delegates.  (Males 
are  68%  and  clergy  are  50%  of  the  total  delegate  count). 
We  celebrate  Bishop  Morgan's  request  for  speakers 
from  Sections  C  &  D  as  an  afTirmative  step  to  build 
inclusiveness  and  broader  participation. 

Gender  balance  in  Legislative  Comm.  Membership: 

Committee  membership  is  determined  by  Annual 
Conference  delegations.  The  imbalance  in  some 
committees  may  reflect  some  persistent  institutional 
stereotyping  of  where  men  and  women  "should"  serve: 

•  Fin.  Adm:   19  females  of  total  of  90  (21%) 

•  Gen.  &  Jud.  Adm:  29  females  of  total  of  93  (3 1  %) 

•  Indep.  Com.:  13  females  of  total  of  71  (18%) 
(Females  are  32%  of  the  total  membership  of  the  G.C.) 

CPT  Discernment  Groups,  Wednesday  morning: 

Observers  frequently  reported  that  delegates  (mostly 
male)  are  often  interrupting  female  speakers  (including 
presiders)  and  non- English  speaking  delegates. 

Our  presiders  were  very  careful  to  shepherd  an 
inclusive  and  hospitable  process,  but  observers  reported 
that  some  small  groups  were  dominated  by  male 
delegates  with  little  encouragement  of  quieter  delegates. 

In  many  cases,  the  small  group  atmosphere  was 
conducive  to  equitable  participation,  even  when  the 
group  was  not  balanced.  Well  done! 

Committee  Sessions  to  elect  officers,  Tues  afternoon: 

Parity  is  participation  comparable  (within  +  5%)  to 
representation  in  the  total  group.  In  nearly  every 
legislative  committee,  female  delegates  participated  at  a 
higher  rate  (by  several  percentage  points)  than  their 
representation  in  the  group!  If  this  pattern  continues, 
the  effect  of  the  gender  imbalance  in  the  membership  of 
G.C.  might  be  ofTset. 

We  observed  that  some  delegates  are  calling  out  their 
comments  without  being  recognized.  This  "taking"  of 
opportunities  diminishes  the  equality  of  opportunity  in 
the  legislative  committee. 

Officers  Elected:  4  of  10  Chairs,  3  oflO  Vicechairs, 
and  8  of  10  Secretaries  are  female  delegates.  An 

observation  of  gender  role  stereotyping  might  be  valid? 

Provided  by  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  's  Monitoring  &  Resource  Team 
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Announcements 


Bishop  Mack  Stokes,  Dr.  Robert  Kuyper  and  Dr.  James  Heidinger  will  sign  their  books  today  and  Saturiay  at  1  p.m.  i 
outside  the  Superior  Room  (second  floor)  of  the  Marrion  at  Key  Center.  | 

I 

The  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  luncheon  is  at  noon  Tuesday  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Marriott  H)tel  at  Key 
Center.  See  Frederick  G.  Outlaw  or  Gary  Henderson  for  tickets. 

Delegates  and  visitors  from  the  California-Pacific  Conference  are  invited  to  dine  together  Monday  a  the  University  [ 
Club,  3813  Euclid  at  5:30  p.m.  The  cost  is  $17.50  per  person.  Contact  Rev.  Grant  Hagiya  (seat  C37),  Rev.  Marilyn  I 
Huntington  at  216-443-1000,  ext.  1203,  or  Arlene  Brewster  at  ext.  302.  The  reservation  deadline  isnoon  Saturday.         i 

Russellville,  Kentucky  is  the  home  of  the  Russellville  United  Methodist  Temple,  participants  in  Wediesday  morning's 
worship  service. 

Explore  the  work  of  our  church  in  the  Philippines  and  Asian  nations  through  the  eyes  of  Ruth  Aricha  and  other  episcopal 
spouses  today  from  10:30  a.m.-noon  in  Salon  A  of  the  Marriott  Hotel.  This  event  is  open  to  all  epiiopal  spouses  and  i 
spouses  of  all  delegates  and  guests. 

Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio  hosts  its  breakfast  for  bishops,  delegates,  alums,  trustees,  Sudents  and  friends 
Friday  from  6:45-8  a.m.  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Sheraton  Hotel.  Call  Ned  Dewire  at  the  Sheraton  6r  details. 


Want  to  support  church  grov^h  and  renewal? 


Invest  in  it! 


Through  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  (UMDF) 

For  as  little  as  $100  you  can  support  the  growth  and  renewal  of  United 
Methodist  churches  by  investing  in  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund. 
Your  investment  helps  provide  loans  to  enable  churches  to  build,  expand  and 
renovate  their  facilities  for  mission  and  ministry. 

UMDF  then  pays  you  dividends  on  your  investment. 

Come  visit  us  in  the  UMDF  Hospitality  Suite  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel,  Room  934, 
(9:00  a.m.  -  7:30  p.m.  each  day)  and  learn  more  about  our  investment  and  loon 
opportunities. 

Mention  this  ad,  and  receive  a  free  deluxe  tote  bag. 


New  Rntcs: 


4-year  term:  7"o 
Flexible  term:  4% 


1-ycar  term:  5' 
IRA:  7% 


'lOytrcrsoflnvcslInt 
in  Church  Grjwth 
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Legislative  Committee  Officers 
by  Jurisdiction — Past  and  Present 

If  you  come  upon  one  of  the  presiding  officers  for  the  2000  General  Conference  legislative  committees  (chairs, 
vice  chairs,  and  secretaries),  you  have  a  60  percent  chance  of  meeting  someone  from  the  South.  This  has  been  true 
for  at  least  three  quadrenniums. 


Turisdiction 1992 1996 2000 

(number  of  officers)  33  30  30 

Northeastern  2(6%)  5(17%)  5(17%) 

Southeastern  9  (27%)  8(27%)  9(30%) 

South  Central  11(33%)  10(33%)  9(30%) 

North  Central  6(18%)  6(20%)  3(10%) 


Western  5(15%)  1(3%)  4(13%) 


-John  Thornburg 
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Authority  for  What? 

Sermon  by  Arthur  F.  Kulah,  bishop  of  the  Liberia  Area 

May  5,  2000 

Text:  Matthew  28:16-20 


Greetings  and  peace,  perfect  peace,  from  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  I  also  bring  you  greetings  from 
your  brothers  and  sisters  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Liberia  in  particular  and  Africa  in  general. 

We,  Christians  and  non-Christians,  old  and  young, 
rich  and  poor,  home  and  homeless,  adult  and  children, 
are  guided,  controlled,  and  directed  by  a  system  of 
authority.  These  systems  are  represented  by  symbols. 
For  example,  the  police  badge  represents  a  symbol  of 
authority  to  protect  life  and  property. 

For  us  Christians,  United  Methodists  in  particular, 
the  Bible  that  is  God's  Word  is  a  symbol.  It  is  not  only  a 
symbol,  but  it  is  the  source  of  our  authority.  And  when 
we  open  Matthew  28:16-20,  we  read  these  words,  "Now 
the  eleven  disciples  went  to  Galilee,  to  the  mountain  to 
which  Jesus  had  directed  them.  When  they  saw  him, 
they  worshiped  him;  but  some  doubted.  And  Jesus 
came  and  said  to  them,  'AH  authority  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  has  been  given  to  me.  Go  therefore  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 
the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
teaching  them  to  obey  everything  that  1  have 
commanded  you.  And  remember,  1  am  with  you 
always,  to  the  end  of  the  age.'" 

When  the  disciples  listened  to  these  words  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  they  were  inspired  and 
challenged.  They  were  motivated,  and  in  some  ways 
they  were  sanctified,  for  they  heard  our  Lord  not  only 
speaking  with  authority,  but  in  fact,  he  was  giving 
authority  to  them.  Jesus  spoke  with  authority  because 
he  was  the  Source  of  life,  the  Author  of  faith,  and  the 
Beginning  of  all  beginnings. 

But  what  is  authority?  According  to  Webster's 
Encyclopedic,  Unabridged  Dictionary  of  the  English 
Language,  authority  is,  "the  power  to  determine, 
adjudicate,  or  otherwise  settle  issues  or  disputes; 
jurisdiction;  the  right  to  control,  command  or 
determine."  Indeed,  authority  is  the  right  to  exercise 
jx)wer.  It  is  the  ability  to  control  and  influence  people 
and  events.  In  the  case  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ,  we  read,  witnessed,  and  experienced  Him  using 
authority  as  power  to  control  and  influence  not  only 
people,  but   also   nature   and    the   elements   of   the 


universe.  Our  tradition  witnesses  to  the  fact  that  the 
winds  and  the  waves  obeyed  him.  One  touch  from  his 
hands  brought  healing  and  wholeness  to  those  who 
were  brokenhearted,  broken  in  spirit  and  in  body.  His 
words  made  the  sinner  to  repent,  reconciliation  to  take 
place,  and  forgiveness  to  be  a  reality. 

It  is  this  authority,  church,  that  our  Lord  and  our 
Savior  has  entrusted  into  our  hands.  This  authority,  as 
recorded  in  Matthew  28:16-20,  has  been  described  by 
church  historians  as  the  "Charter  of  the  Church." 
Biblical  theologians  have  called  it  the  "Divine 
Imperative,"  and  evangelists  call  it  the  "Great 
Commission."  No  matter  what  name  you  call  it,  it  is 
our  authority,  indeed,  our  mandate. 

Today,  we've  come  as  a  church,  as  a  people  of  God, 
to  ask  ourselves:  What  is  the  purpose  of  our  authority? 

We  raise  this  question  in  light  of  the  fact  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  standing  at  the  crossroad. 
As  we  enter  the  21"  century,  there  will  be  issues, 
challenges,  and  problems  that  will  confront  this  church. 
There  will  be  pains  and  agony,  as  our  church  becomes 
global  in  nature  and  in  reality.  There  will  be  a  need  for 
cultural  pluralism.  Are  we  ready  to  accept  the  authority 
from  our  Lord  and  embrace  our  Lord's  mandate  to  go 
forth  and  make  disciples? 

According  to  our  Lord's  mandate,  we  have  the 
authority  from  him  to  do  three  things: 

•  To  evangelize; 

•  To  make  disciples; 

•  To  teach. 

For  our  mediation,  I  shall  reflect  on  these  three 
aspects  of  the  mandate.  There  is  a  difference  between 
evangelism  and  discipleship;  yet  they  are  two  sides  of 
the  same  coin.  Evangelism  is  the  conversion  of  sinners, 
the  winning  of  souls  and  bodies  for  Christ.  Discipleship 
is  the  process  by  which  the  convert  grows  and  matures 
into  the  likeness  of  Christ. 
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Evangelism  marks  the  beginning  of  the  Christian 
life.  Discipleship  is  the  process  towards  growth  and 
maturity.  The  disciple  is  one  who  follows  and  obeys 
Jesus  Christ.  The  disciple  does  not  only  follow  Christ; 
he  or  she  walks  with  Christ  and  learns  so  much  from 
Christ  that  people  cannot  tell  the  difference  between 
Christ  and  the  disciple. 

The  disciple  is  a  mature  Christian  who  walks  and 
talks  the  Christian  faith;  one  whose  entire  existence  is 
controlled  and  directed  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  convert 
is  the  milk-drinking  Christian  (Heb.  5:11-13).  The 
disciple  is  the  Christian  who  eats  solid  spiritual  food 
(5:14).  The  convert  may  have  a  weak  faith  but  the 
disciple  has  a  faith  rooted  and  grounded  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  Word  of  God. 

The  challenge  before  our  United  Methodist 
Church  is  to  cultivate  and  maintain  Christian  maturity 
so  that  we  will  truly  be  disciples,  for  we  cannot  make 
disciples  when  we  ourselves  are  not  disciples.  We 
cannot  call  others  to  obey  the  Holy  Spirit  when  we 
ourselves  do  not  have  the  patience.  In  the  words  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  we  must  become  mature  enough 
"to  be  quiet,  to  be  united,  to  listen  for  God's  guiding 
voice,  and  to  learn  from  one  another."  We  cannot  make 
disciples  when  we  allow  problems,  even  little  problems, 
to  distract  the  church  from  its  focus. 

Church,  the  question  we  need  to  raise  is:  When  the 
early  church  was  confronted  by  problems,  what  did 
they  do?  According  to  my  own  reading  of  the  Bible, 
when  Christ  resurrected  and  ascended  to  your  Father 
and  my  Father,  it  created  a  crisis  among  the  disciples. 
But  my  Bible  tells  me  that  when  that  happened,  the 
disciples  got  together,  went  in  the  upper  room  and 
closed  the  door,  and  together,  they  prayed  persistently 
until  the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  them.  When  the 
apostles  were  faced  with  the  problem  of  choosing  a 
successor  to  Judas,  they  prayed,  prayed  and  prayed 
until  Matthias  was  chosen.  The  coming  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  seemingly  a  crisis.  Dr.  Luke  described  it  as 
the  rushing  of  a  violent  wind;  tongues  of  fire  appeared; 
the  people  spoke  in  different  languages  (Acts  2:1-4).  In 
other  words,  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  like  a 
hurricane,  but  the  disciples  did  not  panic  or  run. 
Instead,  they  stayed  put  and  prayed  until  they  could 
hear  the  Lord  speaking  to  them. 

In  Chapter  15  of  Acts,  the  early  church  was  almost 
split  over  the  issue  of  the  Jewish  custom  of  circumcision 
as  a  prerequisite  for  becoming  a  Christian.  But  the  early 
church  did  not  allow  it,  for  they  discussed  the  issue, 
hstened  to  each  other,  listened  to  God  and  were  led  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  an  amicable  solution  that  glorified 
God,  not  man  nor  individual  groups,  and  kept  the 
church  united. 


Challenges  to  the  Exercise  of  Christian  Authority 

As  mentioned  in  the  introduction  of  this  sermon,  in 
our  effort  to  exercise  Christian  authority.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  over  the  years  been  bombarded 
by  numerous  challenges.  Many  of  those  challenges 
have  attempted  to  destroy  us,  for  that  is  Satan's  intent. 
But  by  the  sovereign  will  of  God,  they  will  only  serve  to 
strengthen  the  church  as  we  face  greater  challenges  of 
the  future. 

Let  me  point  out  that  these  threatening  challenges 
have  always  surfaced  when  the  authority  given  to  the 
church  by  Christ  is  abused.  And  this  authority  is 
abused  when  we  fail  to  realize  that  its  source  is  Jesus 
Christ  and  that  its  effective  exercise  must  glorify  Christ 
and  bring  peace,  reconciliation,  healing  and  freedom  to 
all  of  God's  people.  I  shall  appeal  to  Scripture  as  1  hft  up 
one  of  these  threatening  challenges  to  our  church  for 
your  humble  and  prayerful  consideration.  And  that  is 
the  issue  of  homosexualism. 

Since  1976,  the  homosexual  issue  in  our  church  has 
taken  toll  on  us.  Bishops,  district  superintendents, 
pastors  and  laity  have  all  been  affected  one  way  or  other 
other.  A  homosexually  oriented  person  is  one  whose 
sexual  preference  is  for  one  of  the  same  sex.  Because 
nature  itself  abhors  homosexualism,  people  of  this 
indecent  practice  have  often  been  subjected  to 
resentment,  hostility  and  ridicule  by  people  within  and 
outside  the  church.  But  this  ought  not  to  be  the  case, 
because  the  homosexuals  too  bear  the  image  of  God, 
and  that  the  grace  of  God  is  available  to  and  sufficient 
for  them. 

On  this  issue,  our  Book  of  Discipline  defines  the 
church's  position: 

Homosexual  persons  no  less  than 
heterosexual  persons  are  individuals  of 
sacred  worth.  All  persons  need  the  ministry 
and  guidance  of  the  church  in  their  struggle 
for  human  fulfillment,  as  well  as  the  spiritual 
and  emotional  care  of  a  fellowship  that 
enables  reconciling  relationships  with  God, 
with  others,  and  with  self.  Although  we  do 
not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
and  considered  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching,  we  affirm  that  God's 
grace  is  available  to  all  (f  65G). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  gay  advocacy  movement 
within  the  ecclesiastical  circles  continues  to  press  the 
view  that  "homosexuality  is  simply  a  natural  variant  of 
human  sexuality... to  be  affirmed  and  rejoiced  in,  and 
that  its  expression  in  fully  loving  physical  sexual 
embrace  is  well  within  the  purpose  and  will  of  God" 
(David  Atkinson,  Pastoral  Ethics  in  Practice,  p.  73). 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  3_ 


1745 


Although  this  argument  has  no  scriptural  basis,  yet  our 
brother  and  sisters  seem  determined  to  press  their  case 
to  the  admiration  of  their  counterpart  outside  the 
Christian  church. 

But  the  Scripture,  our  primary  authority  for  belief 
and  practice,  is  highly  unequivocal  on  this  subject  of 
homosexuality.  And  if  the  global  United  Methodist 
Church  must  persist  as  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  then 
we  must  pay  heed. 

In  the  Old  Testament  law,  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  was  abhorred  and  condemned  (Lev. 
18:22;  20:3).  In  fact,  it  was  one  of  the  consequences  for 
the  destruction  of  Sodom  (Gen. 19:1-11).  May  we  not 
suffer  the  wrath  of  God  because  of  the  quest  to  satisfy 
unpleasant  desires  that  contravene  the  loving  purpose 
of  God  for  his  church. 

The  New  Testament  also  condemns  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  (Rom. 1:26-27).  The  Apostle  is  very 
categorical  in  his  teaching  against  this  indecent  practice: 
"Do  you  not  know  that  the  wicked  will  not  inherit  the 
Kingdom  of  God. ..Neither  the  sexually  immoral  nor 
idolater  nor  adulterers  nor  male  prostitute  nor 
homosexual  offenders  nor  thieves  nor  the  greedy  nor 
drunkards  nor  slanderers  nor  swindlers  will  inherit  the 
Kingdom  of  God"  (I  Cor.6:9-10). 

It  is  against  the  background  of  such  biblical 
imperatives  that  we  (the  global  United  Methodist 
Church)  "do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
and  consider  it  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching" 
{Book  of  Discipline,  ^65G). 

Therefore,  as  regards  the  ordained  ministry,  in 
obedience  to  God  and  his  Word,  "self-avowed 
practicing  homosexuals  are  not  to  be  accepted  as 
candidates,  ordained  as  ministers,  or  appointed  to  serve 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church"  (Book  of  Discipline, 
1304.3).  For  to  do  so  is  to  contravene  the  very  faith  we 
claim  to  live.  For  we  cannot  afford  to  ruin  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  the  church,  and  hence  the  world,  by  engaging 
into  practices  not  even  easily  mentioned  among 
unbelievers  (Eph.5:3-5). 

Beloved,  the  church  has  always  had  crises.  As  we 
enter  the  new  millennium,  we  will  have  more  crises. 
We  may  have  diverse  and  complex  crises.  But  we 
should  never  allow  God's  church  to  be  weakened  or 
even  divided  over  those  crises.  For  if  we  do,  we  will  be 
like  a  house  our  Master  described  as  being  built  on 
sand,  and  when  the  wind  came,s  it  broke  down.  But 
instead,  we  should  listen,  watch,  pray,  pray,  pray  until 
we  accept  and  use  the  crisis  as  a  means  to  strengthen,  to 
unite,  and  indeed  give  us  a  sense  of  Christian  maturity 
in  Jesus  Christ. 


My  dearly  beloved,  I  urge  you  to  let  us  focus  on 
Christ  and  move  this  church  forward  by  a  Christian 
witness  exemplary  of  true  believers. 

But  there  is  more.  We  must  continue  to  win  souls 
and  bodies  for  Christ.  We  must  continue  to  bapti/e  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  We 
the  church  must  continue  to  be  involved  in  social 
services  that  bring  healing  and  reconciliation  among 
and  to  those  who  are  marginalized.  However,  our 
primary  responsibility,  our  primary  mission,  our 
primary  focus  must  be  and  ought  to  be  the 
proclamation  of  the  gospel.  We  have  no  choice.  We 
have  no  options. 

In  1968,  Icame  to  this  country  as  a  Crusade  Scholar 
and  enrolled  at  the  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City.  One  evening,  some  friends  of  mine  took 
me  out  for  dinner.  There,  I  was  given  the  menu  to 
choose  among  the  several  dishes.  I  just  sat  and  looked 
at  my  friends.  Finally,  one  of  them  said  to  me,  "Aren't 
you  going  to  choose?"  And  I  said  to  him,  "You 
Americans  are  people  of  choices.  In  my  country, 
whatever  is  available  in  the  restaurant  is  what  we  eat. 
You  go  ahead  and  choose  for  me." 

Today,  we,  whether  in  America  or  Africa,  have 
many  choices  as  to  what  we  eat,  what  we  read  and  what 
we  see.  Our  denominational  system  does  not  have  the 
key  as  to  what  we  read  in  our  Sunday  schools,  in  our 
meetings  and  other  places.  We  have  choices 
everywhere.  But  when  it  comes  to  evangelism,  we  have 
no  choice  but  to  proclaim  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
him  crucified  and  resurrected. 

In  his  autobiography,  entitled  A  Magnificent 
Obsession,  the  late  Bishop  William  B.  Cannon  had  this  to 
say  about  evangelism: 

Indeed,  in  the  New  Testament  Christian 
proclamation  is  emphasized,  not  discussion 
and  dialogue.  The  apostles  were  not 
interested  in  what  people  thought.  Their  sole 
concern  was  divine  truth  as  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ.  When  the  church  loses  this 
realization,  it  ceases  to  be  the  church.  It  is  no 
longer  the  body  of  Christ,  the  continuance  in 
time  of  his  incarnation". 

He  continues: 

Evangelization  is  not  just  one  among 
many  functions  of  the  church.  It  is  not  on  a 
parity,  for  example,  with  charity,  political  and 
social  programs,  human  rights,  and  even 
justice  itself.  Many,  if  not  all,  of  these  the 
church  shares  with  other  institutions  of 
society.  Evangelization  is  uniquely  its  own. 
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Therefore,  it  is  the  very  essence  of 
Christianity,  for  Christian  faith  is  not 
something  given  us  to  keep.  It  is  given  only  to 
be  given  away. 

Indeed,  we  have  the  authority  to  proclaim  Christ 
and  lift  him  up  high.  In  the  words  of  a  little  song  in 
Liberia: 

Lift  Him  up  higher,  Lift  Him  up  higher. 
My  Lord  is  good.  I  will  lift  Him  up  higher. 
Everywhere  I  go  I  will  lift  Him  up  higher. 

During  the  civil  crisis  in  Liberia,  I  met  a  lady  in  one 
of  the  refugee  camps  in  Danane,  the  Ivory  Coast:  a 
woman  who  was  rich  by  our  standard  but  had  lost 
everything  during  the  war.  I  went  there  to  comfort  her 
and  pray  with  her.  But  before  I  could  open  my  mouth, 
she  said  to  me,  "Bishop  Kulah,  don't  feel  sorry  for  me.  I 
brought  two  things  with  me;  I  brought  my  body  and  I 
brought  Jesus  Christ."  From  this  we  can  clearly  see  that 
Jesus  is  the  hope  of  the  world. 

Indeed,  we  have  the  authority  to  proclaim  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  hope  of  the  world.  We  have  the  authority 
to  proclaim  Christ  as  the  uniting  force,  as  the  bridge.  In 
him,  there  is  no  east  or  west,  no  south  or  north,  but  one 
great  fellowship  divine  throughout  the  whole  wide 
world.  Evangelism  is  the  lifeline,  the  blood  and  the 
heart  of  the  word.  We  have  the  authority  from  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  to  proclaim  him  on  the 
mountaintop,  to  proclaim  him  in  the  air,  to  proclaim 
him  under  the  water,  and,  I  dare  say,  to  proclaim  him  in 
outer  space. 

Lastly,  to  make  disciples  implies  that  we  watch, 
pray,  and  open  our  souls  to  the  power,  influence,  and 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

A  few  months  ago,  we  had  an  opportunity,  a 
privilege,  of  nominating  several  persons,  one  of  whom 
will  be  elected  as  our  bishop  in  December.  To  prepare 
us  for  this  task,  the  United  Methodists  in  Liberia 
debated,  had  seminars,  fasted,  tarried,  and  prayed. 

At  the  close  of  this  devotional  emphasis,  a  layman 
stood  up  and  said  to  me,  "Bishop  Kulah,  we  should 
continue  to  pray  so  that  God  will  give  us  a  spiritual, 
holy,  and  God-fearing  person."  And  I  said,  "Yes,  that  is 
true.  But  in  order  to  get  a  spiritual,  holy,  and 
God-fearing  person,  we  ourselves  should  be  spiritual, 
holy,  and  God-fearing  people.  For  it  is  only  holy  and 
spiritual  people  who  will  be  inspired  to  nominate 
spiritual  and  holy  persons." 

Church,  to  make  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ  in  this 
day  and  age,  we  must  and  should  be  spiritual.  For  it  is 
only   the   disciples   of  Jesus   Christ   who   can   make 
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disciples.  It  is  only  those  who  allow  the  church  to  be,  in 
the  words  of  Bishop  Cannon,  "a  magnificent  obsession" 
that  can  cause  others  to  be  a  part  of  the  church  of  Jesus. 
Christ.  It  is  only  those  who  are  willing  to  let  the  church' 
be  the  center  of  their  lives,  that  can  cause  others  tOj 
commit  their  lives  to  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  only  those  whdW 
are  willing  to  deny  themselves  and  follow  Jesus  Christ, 
that  can  cause  others  to  follow  Christ.  In  short,  only 
disciples  make  disciples.  ij 

Thirdly,  we  have  the  authority  to  teach.  Teaching 
our  parishioners  to  obey  Christ  seems  to  be  one 
authority  we  are  not  utilizing  fully.  The  church  does 
not  seek  to  destroy;  rather,  it  seeks  to  restore  and  renew. 
We  do  not  condemn;  we  counsel.  But  many  times, 
when  we  see  our  church  going  astray,  the  tendency  is  to 
tear  it  apart  instead  of  teaching  people  to  observe  all 
that  Christ  has  taught  the  church. 

If  we  were  constantly  teaching  our  people  to  trust 
and  obey,  there  would  be  fewer  problems.    We  teach 
them  to  obey  the  state,  but  they  are  not  taught  obey  God_ , 
on  the  same  level.  ■{ 

Many  Christians  think  they  can  replace  obedience 
through  good  deeds.  As  Saul  learned  from  Samuel  in  2 
Kings,  "obedience  is  better  than  sacrifice."  If  the  church 
insisted  on  obedience  to  God's  Word,  there  would  be 
more  love  and  greater  justice  in  the  world. 
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When  you  obey  God,  you  would  love  thi 
unlovable.  When  you  obey  God,  you  would  forgive  the 
unforgivable.  When  you  obey  God,  as  King  put  it,  you 
will  not  judge  people  on  the  color  of  their  skin  but  by  the 
content  of  their  character.  Obedience  is  a  sign  of 
faithfulness.  It  is  a  sign  of  love  for  God. 


We  have  the  authority  to  transform  the  lives  of] 
those  around  us  by  our  teaching.   We  must  teach  thej 
church  of  God's  love.  The  greatest  commandment  is  I 
that  we  love  one  another.    We  must  teach  the  church 
about  honesty,  about  friendship,  and  about  the  thirst  for 
righteousness  that  brings  fullness  in  one's  life.  We  must 
teach    mercy    and    peacemaking.    We    miist    teach 
forgiveness  and  kindness. 

Conclusion 

In  giving  us  this  authority,  Christ  promised  that 
we  would  not  go  alone.  His  presence  would  be  with  us 
to  the  end  of  the  age.  This  is  the  blessed  assurance  we 
have.  The  source  of  our  authority  is  always  present. 

Authority  for  what?  We  claim  the  authority  to 
make  disciples,  to  act  in  God's  name  and  to  teach. 

Let  us  use  this  authority  wisely.  May  God  bless  us 
forever.  Amen. 
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COUNCIL  OF  BISHOPS 


REPORT  OF  THE  NOMINATIONS  COMMITTEE 


GENERAL  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 

BISHOPS:  (Elected  bv  COB) 


NC  -  New  Bishop 
NE  -  Alfred  Johnson 
SC  -  New  Bishop 


SE  -  Ray  Chamberlain 

W  -  Edward  Paup 

CC  -  New  Philippine  Bishop 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 

Clergy:  (Elected  by  GCOM) 

Kasango  Lenge  Congo 

Alternate:  Frank  Davies  West  Africa 

Oystein  Olsen  Europe 

Alternate:  Daniel  Mhone  Africa  Central 

Laywomen: 

Marilina  de  Carvalho  Africa  Central 

Alternate:  Ruth  Mufute  Africa  Central 

Emma  Cantor-Orate  Philippines 

Alternate:  Benedita  Penicela  Africa  Central 

Layman: 

Solomon  Chiripasi  Africa  Central 

Alternate:  Peter  Marubitoba  Dongo         West  Africa 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY 

BISHOPS:  (Named  by  COB) 

CC  -  Kainda  Katembo 

NC  -  New  Bishop 

NE  -  S.  Clifton  Ives 

SE  -  Cornelius  Henderson 

SC  -  New  Bishop 

W  -  New  Bishop 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  (Elected  by  GBCS) 


Edward  Puslecki 
Helen  Byholt  Lovelace 
Napoleon  Adamu 
Argentina  B.  Pinto 


Central  &  Southern  Europe 

Northern  Europe 

West  Africa 

Africa  Central 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  DISCIPLESHIP 

BISHOPS:  (Named  by  COB) 
NC  -Michael  Coyner 
NE  -Susan  Hassinger 
SE  -Kenneth  Carder 
CC  -Christopher  Jokomo 


SC  -Ann  Sherer 
W  -  New  Bishop 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  DISCIPLESHIP  (ConHnued) 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  (Elected  by  GBOD) 

Christian  Alsted  North  Europe 
Alternate:  Bemarda  da  Cruz  Mannel  Africa  Central 

Arthur  Razon  Philippines 

Alternate:  Djamba  Numba  Congo 

Kajoba  Kilimbo  Congo 

Alternate:  Vumile  Tobie  Africa  Central 

Zefanias  Chihulume  Africa  Central 

Alternate:  Rell  Publeo  Philippines 

Eunice  Atuma  Africa  Central 

Alternate:  Edward  Jimmy  West  Africa 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 

BISHOPS  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 

NC  -  Jonathan  Keaton 

NE  -  Hae-Jong  Kim 

SC  -  Joel  Martinez 

SE  -  G.  Lindsey  Davis 

W  -William  Dew 

CC  -  New  Philippine  Bishop 

Joseph  Humper 

Ruediger  Minor 

GENERAL  COUNCIL  ON  FINANCE 
AND  ADMINISTRATION 

BISHOPS  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 

SC  -  Alfred  Norris 
SE  -  Robert  Fannin 
W  -  Mary  Ann  Swenson 

MEMBERS  AT  LARGE 
(Elected  by  General  Conference) 


SE  -  Matthew  Pinson 

NE  -  Shawn  Hartman 

SC  -  Andy  Hernandez 

SE  -  La  Veda  M.  Battle 

W  -  Sue  Sherbrook 

SC  -  Don  Avery 

CC  -  Cyprien  Ntungwanayo 


North  Georgia 

Central  Pennsylvania 

Texas 

North  Alabama 

Pacific  Northwest 

Louisiana 

Africa  Central 
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NORTH  CENTRAL  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 

David  Aubuchon  East  Ohio 

Patricia  Hinker  Minnesota 

Samuel  Odle  South  Indiana 

Stanley  Sutton  West  Ohio 

Barbara  Ulman  Detroit 

John  Woodruff  Illinois  Great  Rivers 

NORTHEASTERN  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 


Noah  Reid 
Philip  Wogaman 
Lucille  W.  Dockery 
Gail  F.  Scott 
Clarence  Hoover 

Ray  Moseley 


Eastern  Pennsylvania 

Baltimore/ Washington 

New  York 

Wyoming 

Northern  New  Jersey 

[308  Park  St.,  Montclair,  NJ  07043] 

Baltimore  AVashington 

[10004  Village  Green  Dr., 

Woodstock,  MD,  21163 1 


SOUTH  CENTRAL  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 


Jay  Brim 

Mona  Mae  Waymire 
Donald  House 
Marilyn  Moore 
Ruben  Wilbur 
Donald  Underwood 


South  West  Texas 

Oklahoma 

Texas 

Nebraska 

Missouri  West 

North  Texas 


SOUTHEASTERN  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 


J.  Taylor  Phillips 

Al  Guinn 

F.  Douglas  Dillard,  Jr 

Jonathan  Holston 

Martha  A.  Scarborough 

John  Bullard 


South  Georgia 

Kentucky 

Virginia 

North  Georgia 

Mississippi 

Alabama  -  West  Florida 


WESTERN  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 


Peggy  Sewell 
Diane  Knudsen 
Robert  Smith 
Craig  Parrish 
Jeff  Bulkeley 
Robert  Meyers 


Rocky  Mountain 

Cal-Nevada 

Cal-Pac 

Pacific  Northwest 

Desert  Southwest 

Oregon-Idaho 


W-  New  Bishop 
NC-  John  Hopkins 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  (Elected  by  the  GBHEM) 

Kasap  Owan  Congo 

Alternate:  Kalamba  Ka  Banze  Ronga  Congo 

Rhodi  Lucero  Philippines 

tUMC,  2""  East  Road,  Rosario  Heights, 

Iligan  City,  Mindanao,  Philippines] 


Alternate:  Almeida  Lemba 
Heinrich  Meinhardt 
Alternate:  Mary  J.  Yusuf 
Elena  Stepanova 
Alternate:  Eleanor  Navo 


Africa  Central 

Germany 

West  Africa 

Russia 

Sierra  Leone 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  PENSION 
AND  HEALTH  BENEFITS 

BISHOPS  (  Elected  by  the  Council  of  Bishops) 

SC  -  Bruce  Blake 
SE  -  William  Morris 


COUNCIL  NOMINATIONS 
(Elected  by  the  General  Conference) 


E.  Keith  Ewing 

Joel  Huffman 

John  English 

Diane  Reistroffer 

Idalene  Richmond  Williams 

Rukudzo  Murapa 


Florida 

Desert  Southwest 

Northern  New  Jersey 

Wisconsin 

Nebraska 

Africa  Central 


GENERAL  COMMISSION 
ON  ARCHIVES  AND  HISTORY 


BISHOPS  (Elected  by  COB) 

SE  -  J.  Lawrence  McCleskey 
CC  -  New  Philippine  Bishop 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  HIGHER 
EDUCATION  AND  MINISTRY 

BISHOPS  (Named  by  the  COB) 

NE  -  Felton  May 

SE  -  Marion  Edwards 

CC  -  Ntanda  Nkulu  Ntambo 

SC  -  Janice  Riggle  Huie 


COUNCIL  NOMINATIONS 
(Elected  by  the  General  Conference) 


Jean  Traster 
Thomas  Pendell 
Emilie  Sims 
Annie  Koonae  Lee 
Deborah  Mcintosh 
Paul  Barton 


Central  Texas 

California-Pacific 

Illinois  Great  Rivers 

New  York 

Mississippi 

Rio  Grande 
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Daniel  Swinson 
Robert  Williams 
William  King 
Ulrike  Schuler 


Northern  Illinois 

Southern  New  Jersey 

North  Carolina 

Germany 


GENERAL  COMMISSION 
ON  UNITED  METHODIST  MEN 


NE  -  Ernest  J.  Lyght 
SE  -  New  Bishop 


GENERAL  COMMISSION 
ON  COMMUNICATION 


BISHOPS  (Elected  by  COB) 

NE  -  New  Bishop 
SC  -  WaUam  Oden 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  (Elected  by  COB) 
Lody  Pungumbu  Congo 


GENERAL  COMMISSION  ON  CHRISTIAN  UNITY 
&  INTERRELIGIOUS  CONCERNS 

BISHOPS  (Appointed  by  COB) 

'  SC  -  Albert  Mutti 

i  NE  -  Peter  Weaver 

i  CC  -  Walter  Klaiber 

I  Ecumenical  Officer  -  Melvin  Talbert 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  (Elected  by  COB) 

Lars  Erik  Nordby  Northern  Europe 

NATIONAL  YOUTH  MINISTRY  ORGANIZATION 

BISHOP  (Chosen  by  COB) 

SE  -  New  Bishop 

UNITED  METHODIST  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 

:  BISHOPS  (Selected  by  COB) 

SE  -  Joseph  Pennel  11 602. Id  CC:  Vilma  Fuentes 

Philippines 
NC  -Sharon  Brown  Christopher 

GENERAL  COMMISSION 
ON  RELIGION  AND  RACE 

W  -  Elias  Galvan 

SE  -  Charlene  Kammerer 

GENERAL  COMMISSION 
ON  STATUS  AND  ROLE  OF  WOMEN 

NC  -  New  Bishop 

CC  -  Done  Peter  Dabale 


UNIVERSITY  SENATE 

COUNCIL  APPOINTMENTS 
Chief  Executive  Officer: 
SE  -  Henry  Tisdale 
NE  -  William  Haden 

Other  position  relevant  to  academic  or  financial  affairs 

or  church  relationships 

SC  -  Justo  Gonzalez 

SCJ  -  Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie 

COUNCIL  NOMINATION 
(Elected  by  General  Conference) 
Chief  Executive  Officer 
SC  -  Trudie  Kibbe  Reed 
NE  -  James  Evans  Douthat 
SE  -  Thomas  W.  Cole,  Jr 
NC  -  Kevin  LaGree 
SE  -  Wanda  Bigham 
NC  -  Mark  Collier 

Other  position  relevant  to  academic  or  financial  affairs 

or  church  relationships 

SE  -  Willa  Bing-Harris 

NC  -  Leslie  Wessman 

NE  -  Bruce  Birch 

W  -  Marjorie  Suchocki 

SE  -  Sheila  Flemming 

SC  -  Robin  Lovin 

JUDICIAL  COUNCIL 

LAYPERSONS  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 

NC  -  William  White 

NE  -  Evelynn  Caterson 

NE  -  Mark  Loud 

SE  -  Wesley  Bailey 

SE  -  W.  Clark  Williams,  Jr. 

NC  -  Daniel  Evans 

SC  -  Jon  Gray 

CC  -Theophelous  Gambe 

W  -  Sally  Geis 

CLERGY  (Elected  by  General  Conference) 

SE  -  Susan  Henry-Crowe 

W  -  Jane  Tews 

NC  -  Larry  Pickens 

SE  -  Theodore  Walter 

NE  -  Robert  K.  Sweet,  Jr. 
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NE  -  Linda  Thomas 
SE  -  Ralph  Laurence  Dill,III 
CC  -  Frank  B.  Davies 
SC  -Philip  Fenn 


STANDING  ADMINISTRATIVE  COMMITTEES 
OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

Committee  on  Agenda  and  Calendar 

NC  -  Hee  Soo  Jimg 

NE  -  Suella  Barto 

SC  -  Theodore  Collier 

SE  -  Mary  Alice  Massey 

W  -  Phyllis  Ferguson 

CC  -  Africa:  Anthony  Danburam 

Asia:  Corazon  Factora 

Europe:  Rosemarie  Wenner 

Committee  on  Correlation  and  Editorial  Revision 

SE  -  Clelia  Hendrix 

SC  -  Eradio  Valverde 

NC-  Naomi  Bartle 

NE  -  Richard  Evans 

Alternates: 

NC  -  Leroy  Moore 

W  -  Richard  Plain 

Committee  on  Courtesies  and  Privileges 

NC  -  James  Shaw 

NE  -  Deborah  Pritts 

SC  -  Barbara  Galloway-Edgar 

SE  -  Ricky  James 

W  -Betty Suzuki 

CC  Africa:  Daniel  Gburidema 

CC  Asia:  Chita  Millan 

CC  Europe:  Elena  Tischenko 

Committee  on  Credentials 
NC  -  Adam  Webb 
NE  -  Thomas  Bickerton 
SC  -  Charies  Crutchfield 
SE  -  Steve  Rumford 
W  -  Patricia  Farris 
CC  -  Africa:  John  Russell 

Asia:  Gerardo  R.  Samson 

Europe:  Eva  Csemak 

Committee  on  Toumal 
W  -  Lin  Doyle 
SC  -  D.  Max  Whitfield 
SE  -  Frances  Moore 


Committee  on  Presiding  Officers 

NC  Clergy  -  Linda  Lee 

Lay  -  Harriet  McCabe 

NE  -  Clergy  -  Richard  Wright 

Lay  -  Shirley  Readdean 

SC  -  Clergy  -  Frank  Dorsey 

Lay  -  Anita  Crump 

SE-  Clergy  -  Richard  Wills 

Lay  -  Robby  Lowry 

W  -  Clergy  -  Deborah  Pitney 

Lay  -  Paul  Extrum-Femandez 

CC  African:   Clergy  -  John  Wesley  Yohanna 

Lay  -  Eke  Halloway 
Asian:    Clergy  -Bener  Agtarap 

Lay  -  Nimfa  Pastores 
Europe:  Clergy  -  Mohr  Karsten 

Lay  -  Roland  Siegrist 


Committee  on  Reference 

NC  -  Clergy  -  Beveriy  Wilkes 
Lay  -  Odell  Thompson 
NE  -  Clergy  -  Lewis  Parks 
Lay  -  Lenora  Thompson 

SC  -  Clergy  -  Eari  Bledsoe 

Lay  -  Mary  Brooke  Casad 

SE  -  Clergy  -  William  Morgan 

Lay  -  Mel  R.  Bowdan,  Jr. 

W  -  Clergy  -  Youngsook  Kang 

Lay  -  Gaunnie  Dixon 

CC  -  Africa:   Clergy  -  Lumuna  Kumbula 

Lay  -  Maria  DeCarvalho 

Asia:  Clergy  -  Melanio  Castilo 

Lay  -  Gemma  Saranilla 

Europe:  Clergy  -  Helmuth  Nausner 

Lay  -  Hans-Wilhelm  Herrmann 

COMMITTEE  ON  PLAN  OF  ORGANIZATION 
AND  RULES  OF  ORDER 

(Elected  by  General  Conference) 

NC  -  Janet  Stephenson 

NE  -  Jerome  del  Pino 

SC  -  David  Severe 

SE  -  Joseph  Whitemore 

W  -  Grant  Hagiya 

CC  -  Momo  Kpaan 

Additional: 

CC  -  Ruben  de  Guzman 

SE  -  Darlene  Amon 

SC  -  Barbara  Means 

W  -  Elaine  Stanovsky 
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COMMISSION  ON  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

(Elected  by  General  Conference) 
NE  Clergy  -  Glenn  Kohlhepp 
SC  Clergy  -  David  Wilson 
SE  Lay  -  Mollie  Stewart 
W  Clergy  -  Gail  Murphy-Geiss 
W  Lay  -  Paul  Extrum-Femandez 
CC  Clergy  -  Marie-Sol  Villanon 

1  SECRETARY-DESIGNATE 

I  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

(Elected  by  General  Conference) 
Carolyn  M.  Marshall 

COMMISSION  ON  CENTRAL 
CONFERENCE  AFFAIRS 

Africa 

Bishop:  Joao  Somane  Machado 
Ordained:  Zumo  Afonso 
Lay:  Marie  Nahimana 

Central  and  Southern  Europe 
Bishop:  Heinrich  Bolleter 
Ordained:  Helmut  Nausner 
Lay:  Claudia  Bloem 

Congo 

Bishop:  Fama  Onema 
Ordained:  Nday  Katungu 
t^y:  Kasongo  Mutamba 

Germany 

Bishop:  Walter  Klaiber 

Ordained:  Reiner  Stahl 

Lay:  Christian  Schaarschmidt 

North  Central 
Bishop:  Joseph  Sprague 
Ordained:  Frank  Beard 
[Lay:  Jeff  Sitts 

JNortheastem 
Bishop:  Alfred  Johnson 
lOrdained:  Charles  ]ohT\s 
Lay:  Christine  Keels 

Northern  Europe 
■Bishop:  Hans  Vaxby 
Ordained:  Olav  Pamamets 
iLay:  Per-Endre  Bjomevik 

[Philippines 

Bishop:  Daniel  Arichea 


Ordained:  Wilson  Sagadraca 
Lay:  Bias  Isip 

South  Central 
Bishop:  Albert  Mutti 
Ordained:  Melvin  Luetchens 
Lay:  Jerry  Williams 

Southeastern 
Bishop:  G.  Lindsey  Davis 
Ordained:  Roger  Hopson 
Lay:  Betty  Alexander 

West  Africa 

Bishop:  Done  Peter  Dabale 
Ordained:  Julius  Nelson  Jr. 
Lay:  Solomon  Fonnie 

Western 

Bishop:  Elias  Galvdn 
Ordained:  Donald  Messer 
Lay:  Marilyn  Outslay 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Bishop:  Dan  E.  Solomon 
Ordained:  William  Reasner 
Lay:  Jenni  M.  Yeoh 


Corrections 

In  the  GCFA  Report  {Adxmnce  Daily  Christian 
Advocate,  p.  328,  col.  1,  "Special  Unfunded  Pension 
Aid"):  Line  1  (beginning  $75,000)  of  the  financial 
chart  is  General  Church  Retirement  Allowance; 
Line  2  (beginning  $41 ,000)  is  European  Service;  Line 
3  (beginning  $18,000)  is  11506.15  Payments;  Line  4 
(beginning  $107,(X)0)  is  Cuba  Service  I;  Line  5 
(beginning  $53,0(X))  is  Cuba  Service  11. 

In  the  GCFA  Report,  p.  1575:  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  total  dollar  figures  should  read: 
column  1,  $9,025;  column  2,  $8,525;  colunm  3, 
$11,600;  column  4,  $11,500. 

Petitions  corrections: 

Discipleship  Legislative  Committee:  31238  (p. 
285) — Correct  the  first  sentence  to  read:  In  each  annual 
coi\ference  there  may  shall  be  a  conference  . . . 

Financial  Administration  Legislative 

Committee:       30398       (p.l638)— delete       entire 
paragraph. 
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Legislative  Subcommittee  Chairs 


Church  and  Society 

Natural  World 

William  D.  Scott,  Mississippi 

Nurturing  Community 

Jana  M.  Bennett,  Rocky  Mountains 

Social  Community 

Richard  Parker,  New  York 

Economic  Community 

Beverly  L.  Wilkes,  Illinois  Great  Rivers 

Political  Community 

Gail  F.  Smith,  Texas 

World  Community 

Mousa  A.  Dassama  Sr.,  Liberia 

Conferences 

Bishops-Episcopacy 

James  W.  Foster,  Texas 

Annual  Conference  Administration 

David  L.  Severe,  Oklahoma 

Constitutional  Committee 

Flo  S.  Martin,  South  Georgia 

Representation 

Joe  P.  Peabody  (North  Georgia 

Discipleship 

Baptism 

Charles  D.  Yoost,  East  Ohio 

Ordination  Services 

McCallister  Hollins,  North  Georgia 

Ministry  of  the  Laity 

Martha  Etter,  Southwest  Texas 

General  Board  of  Discipleship 

Betsy  Ingram,  New  York 

NYMO  (Children,  Youth  and  Young  Adults) 

Sarah  Warman,  Western  Pennsylvania 

Faith  and  Order 

The  results  of  the  subcommittee  chair  elections  were  not 

known  at  press  time. 

Natural  World /Nurturing  Community 

Social  Community 

Economic  Community 

Political  Community /World  Community 

Resolutions  dealing  with  Para.  103: 

"Ministry  in  Jesus  Christ" 
Public     Education/Health     Care     (including     tissue 
donation  resolutions) 

Roles  of  Clergy  Care:  clergy /candidates  (Para.  116  and 
Para.  303) 


Adoption/Parental  Responsibility 
Baptism/Meaning  of  Ordination 
Alcohol/Drugs/Pomography 

Financial  Administration 

Pension 

Kermit  L.  Braswell,  North  Carolina 

Budget 

Cashar  Evans,  North  Carolina 

Miscellaneous 

Ewing  Werlein,  Texas 

General/Judicial  Administration 

Trial  Procedures 

Mary  Council- Austin,  Wisconsin 

Judicial  Council 

Willard  Douglas,  Virginia 

Initiatives,  Special  Sundays  and  Offerings 

Daniel  Soliz,  Rio  Grande 

General  Administration  and  Constitutional  Issues 

Kathi  Austin  Mahle,  Minnesota 

Global  Ministries 

Community  and  Ecumenical  Relations 

Paul  Ervin,  North  Georgia 

Peace  and  Justice-A 

Arnold  A.  Rhodes,  Western  Pennsylvania 

Peace  and  Justice-B 

Phyllis  S.  Ferguson,  Pacific  Northwest 

Mission  Initiatives  and  Context 

Cheol  H.  Kwak,  California-Pacific 

Health  and  Relief 

Charlene  R.  Black,  South  Georgia 

Women  and  Children  Issues 

Marilyn  J.  Outslay,  Oregon-Idaho 

General  (Volunteers  and  Board  Structure) 

Guy  C.  Ames  III,  Oklahoma 


Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

Candidacy 

Martha  Orphe,  Western  Pennsylvania 

Deacons,  Elders,  Local  Pastors 

Robert  Schnase,  Southwest  Texas 

Appointments  and  Superintendency 

David  Penalva,  South  Indiana 

Higher  Education 

J.  Allen  Norris  Jr.,  North  Carolina 
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Independent  Commissions 

Local  Church 

Gilbert  Hanke,  Texas 

Dennis  Blackwell,  Southern  New  jersey 

Thomasina  Stewart,  West  Virginia 

Richard  H.  Jones,  Wisconsin 

Dean  Yamamoto,  Oregon-Idaho 

Edward  A.  Kail,  Iowa 

Jaime  Potter-Miller,  Western  Pennsylvania 

Bernard  (Skip)  Keels,  Baltimore-Washington 

Terry  L.  Clark,  Illinois  Great  Rivers 

Matthew  Pinson,  North  Georgia 

Author  Book  Signings  at  the  Cokesbury  Exhibit 

Thursday,  May  4 

Friday,  May  5 

11  a.m.  to  noon 

11  a.m.  to  noon 

Jeannie  Trevino-Teddlie,  Pentecost  )oumey 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  A  Global  Odyssey 

Michael  Slaughter,  Real  Followers 

William  H.  Willimon,  The  Truth  about  God 

Noon  to  1  p.m. 

Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job,  A  Wesleyan  Spiritual  Reader 

Tom  Frank,  Soul  of  the  Congregation 

Marjorie  Kimbrough,  Stories  Between  the  Testaments 

Noon  to  1  p.m. 

Keith  Beasley-Topliffe,  The  Upper  Room  Spiritual 

George  McClain,  Claiming  All  Things  for  God 

Classics 

James  Rutland  Wood,  Where  the  Spirit  Leads 

James  C.  Logan,  A  Clmrge  to  Keep 

1  to  2  p.m. 

Jane  Ives,  Transforming  Ventures  (UR) 

Delia  Halverson,  32  Ways  to  Become  a  Great  Sunday 

Schiwl  Teacher 

Bruce  Hilton,  Can  Homophobia  Be  Cured? 

1:15  to  2:15  p.m. 

Cynthia  Wilson,  General  Conference  music 
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Petition  Listing  in  Numeric  Sequence 
With  Page  in  ADCA 


Pet# 


P.# 


Pet# 


P.# 


Pet.# 


P.# 


Pet# 


P.# 


Pet# 


P.# 


Pet* 


P.# 


30001 

•  ••  522 

30038-  • 

-  -  501 

30075-  - 

•  -  945 

30112-  • 

-  ■  427 

30149 

•  •  •  436 

30186  -  ■ 

-  1006 

30002 

•  ••  734 

30039-  • 

-  ■  142 

30076-  - 

-  -  453 

30113-  - 

-  -  867 

30150 

-  -  -  730 

30187-  - 

-  -  965 

30003 

•  •  •  1283 

30040  •  • 

-  1108 

30077-  - 

-  -  496 

30114-  - 

-  -  528 

30151 

-  -  -  182 

30188-  - 

-  -  488 

30004 

•  ■  ■  295 

30041  •  ■ 

-  1109 

30078-  - 

-  -  510 

30115-  - 

■  -  742 

30152 

•  -  -  971 

30189-  • 

•  -  488 

30005 

•  •  •  495 

30042  •  • 

•  1002 

30079-  - 

-  -  952 

30116-  - 

-  •  988 

30153 

-  -  -  772 

30190-  - 

-  -  523 

30006 

■  ■  ■  436 

30043-  - 

-  -  999 

30080-  - 

-  -  289 

30117-  - 

-  -  523 

30154 

-  -  -  454 

30191  -  - 

-  -  437 

30007 

•  •  ■  1283 

30044  -  • 

-  1132 

30081  -  - 

-  -  289 

30118-  - 

-  -  765 

30155 

-  -  163 

30192-  - 

-  -  437 

30008 

■  •■  501 

30045-  - 

-  -  487 

30082-  - 

-  •  733 

30119-  - 

-  -  440 

30156 

....  46 

30193-  - 

-  •  974 

30009 

•  •  •  511 

30046-  - 

-  -  527 

30083-  - 

-  -  484 

30120-  - 

■  ■  168 

30157 

-  -  -  977 

30194-  - 

-  •  515 

30010 

•  ■  ■  967 

30047-  • 

-  -  180 

30084  •  - 

-  1089 

30121-  - 

•  -  436 

30158 

-  -  -  1103 

30195  -  • 

-  1276 

30011 

■     ■771 

30048-  - 

•  •  965 

30085-  - 

-  -  451 

30122-  - 

-  -  445 

30159 

•  •  •  1002 

30196  •  - 

-  1276 

30012 

•  •  •  512 

30049-  - 

-  -  966 

30086  •  - 

-  1139 

30123-  - 

-  -  957 

30160 

•  -  183 

30197-  - 

-  -  506 

30013 

...  741 

30050-  • 

-  -  968 

30087  •  • 

-  1092 

30124  • 

-  ■  -  45 

30161 

-  -  454 

30198-  - 

-  -  530 

30014 

■  ■  •  972 

30051-  • 

•  -  983 

30088-  - 

-  -  714 

30125-  - 

•  -  162 

30162 

-  •  -  867 

30199  - 

-  1149 

30015 

•  ■  •  998 

30052-  - 

-  -  484 

30089-  - 

-  -  280 

30126  -  - 

-  1130 

30163 

-  •  •  173 

30200-  - 

-  -  705 

30016 

•  •  ■  504 

3005-  -  - 

-  1375 

30090-  - 

■  -  989 

30127-  - 

-  •  487 

30164 

-  -  -  505 

30201  -  - 

-  -  501 

30017 

•  •  •  1011 

30054-  - 

-  -  993 

30091  -  - 

-  -  176 

30128-  - 

-  -  961 

30165 

-  -  -  529 

30202-  • 

-  -  432 

30018 

•  ■•  967 

30055-  - 

-  -  522 

30092-  - 

-  -  169 

30129-  - 

-  -  963 

30166 

...  497 

30203-  - 

-  -  519 

30019 

•172 

30056  -  - 

-  1104 

30093-  - 

-  -  286 

30130-  - 

-  -  427 

30167 

-  -  -  868 

30204-  - 

-  •  489 

30020 

■  •  452 

30057  -  • 

-  1105 

30094-  - 

-  -  949 

30131  -  - 

-  -  512 

30168 

-  -  -  965 

30205-  - 

-  -  919 

30021 

■  ■  •  486 

30058-  - 

•  •  519 

30095-  • 

-  -  484 

30132  - 

-  -  -  46 

30169 

-  -  -  426 

30206-  - 

-  -  992 

30022 

•  •  •  496 

30059-  - 

-  -  724 

30096  - 

-  1377 

30133-  - 

-  -  436 

30170 

■  -  -  1019 

30207-  - 

-  -  530 

30023 

•  •  •  163 

30060-  - 

-  -  724 

30097-  - 

-  -  453 

30134-  - 

-  -  709 

30171 

-  -  -  1280 

30208-  - 

•  -  523 

30024 

...  724 

30061-  - 

-  -  961 

30098-  - 

-  ■  182 

30135-  - 

-  -  510 

30172 

-  -  -  1149 

30209-  • 

•  -  773 

30025 

•  •  •  •  39 

30062-  - 

■  -  179 

30099  - 

-  1135 

30136-  - 

-  -  519 

30173 

....  47 

30210  - 

•  -  -  40 

30026 

•  •  •  •  39 

30063-  - 

-  -  180 

30100-  - 

-  -  181 

30137  - 

-  1103 

30174 

-  -  -  1116 

30211  -  - 

-  -  560 

30027 

•  •  •  1121 

30064  - 

-  1116 

30101  -  - 

-  -  989 

30138  ; 

-  1109 

30175 

-  -  •  -  529 

30212-  - 

-  -  773 

30028 

•  •  •  1123 

30065-  - 

-  •  180 

30102-  - 

-  -  487 

30139  - 

-  1122 

30176 

-  -  -  -  720 

30213  - 

-  1276 

30029 

•  •  •  •  981 

30066-  - 

•  -  964 

30103-  - 

-  -  528 

30140  • 

-  1133 

30177 

•  -  -  705 

30214-  - 

-  ■  516 

30030 

•  ■  ■  ■  983 

30067-  - 

-  -  440 

30104-  - 

-  -  163 

30141  -  - 

-  ■  945 

30178 

.  ...  971 

30215  - 

-  •  -  48 

30031 

•  •  ■  1003 

30068-  - 

•  -  295 

30105  - 

•  1377 

30142-  - 

-  -  964 

30179 

-  -  -  1146 

30216  ■ 

-  -  -  48 

30032 

•  •  •  453 

30069-  • 

-  -  295 

30106  - 

-  -  -  45 

30143-  - 

-  -  772 

30180 

•  •  -  523 

30217  - 

-  1280 

30033 

....  41 

30070  - 

■  -  -  44 

30107-  - 

-  -  296 

30144-  - 

-  -  488 

30181 

•  -  -  708 

30218  - 

-  -  -  48 

30034 

•  •  ■  1102 

30071-  - 

-  •  527 

30108-  - 

-  -  497 

30145-  - 

-  -  488 

30182 

•  -  -  1020 

30219  - 

-   -  49 

30035 

•  •  •  1279 

30072-  • 

-  -  425 

30109-  - 

-  -  522 

30146-  - 

-  -  523 

30183 

-  -  -  529 

30220-  - 

-  ■  946 

30036 

•  •  ••  495 

30073-  - 

-  -  866 

30110-  - 

-  -  445 

30147-  - 

•  -  947 

30184 

■  •  -  1020 

30221  - 

-  1657 

30037 

■  •  •  496 

30074-  ■ 

•  -  953 

30111-  - 

-  -  707 

30148-  - 

-  -  946 

30185 

-  -  •  1002 

30222-  - 

-  -  489 
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Petf 

PeL# 

P.# 

PtoL#     P.# 

Pet# 

P,# 

PeL#    VM 

PeL#     P.# 

30223- 

-  531 

30264   -  - 

497 

30305-  -  -  -  456 

30346  -  -  - 

1114 

30387- 

-  -  742 

30428  -  -  -  1128 

30224-  - 

-  -  952 

30265  -  - 

1117 

30306  ■ 

-  1379 

30347  •  -  - 

1114 

30388-  - 

-  ■  752 

30429-  - 

-  -  280 

30225  - 

-  506 

30266-  -  - 

774 

30307 

-  1381 

30348  -  -  - 

1115 

30389-  - 

-  -  753 

30430-  - 

-  -  174 

30226 

-  -  495 

30267-  -  - 

525 

30308  • 

•  1383 

30349  -  -  - 

1117 

30390  - 

•  ■  753 

30431 •  • 

•  ■  176 

30227- 

497 

30268-  -  -  - 

774 

30309  - 

-  1387 

30350  -  •  - 

1117 

30391  -  - 

-  -  753 

30432-  - 

-  -  176 

30228-  ■ 

•  -  991 

30269  -  - 

1280 

30310  - 

-  1393 

30351  -  -  - 

282 

30392-  - 

-  -  753 

30433-  - 

-  -  178 

30229 

-  1007 

30270  -  -  • 

1280 

30311-  -  -  -  297 

30352  -  ■  - 

1134 

30393-  - 

-  -  766 

30434-  ■ 

•  -  282 

30230  - 

-  -  49 

30271  -  • 

1021 

30312-  -  -  -  299 

30353-  -  ■ 

278 

30394-  - 

-  -  766 

30435-  - 

-  -  2R3 

30231  - 

489 

30272 

1122 

30313-  -  -  -  705 

30354-  -  - 

282 

30395-  - 

-  -  767 

30436-  • 

•  -  283 

30232-  ■ 

-  -  174 

30273  -  -  • 

1120 

30314-  -  -  -  161 

30355-  -  ■ 

521 

30396-  - 

-  -  767 

30437-  - 

-  283 

30233 

-  -  178 

30274  -  -  - 

1111 

30315-  -  -  -  162 

30356-  -  • 

947 

30397-  - 

•  -  767 

30438-  - 

-  -  283 

30234-  - 

•  -  177 

30275  -  -  - 

1122 

30316-  -  -  164 

30357-  -  • 

949 

30398-  - 

-  •  767 

30439-  - 

-  -  283 

30235-  - 

-  -  175 

30276  -  -  - 

1123 

30317  -  -  -  1102 

30358-  -  - 

965 

30399-  - 

-  -  771 

30440-  - 

-  -  28,3 

30236-  - 

-  •  774 

30277  -  •  - 

1127 

30318-  •  •  •  518 

30359-  -  • 

991 

30400-  - 

-  -  771 

30441-  • 

-  -  284 

30237-  - 

-  -  489 

30278  -  -  - 

1089 

30319-  -  -  -  518 

30360-  -  • 

282 

30401-  - 

-  ■  771 

30442-  - 

-  -  284 

30238-  - 

-  -  426 

30279  -  -  - 

1091 

30320  - 

-  1102 

30361-  •  - 

174 

30402-  - 

-  -  771 

30443-  - 

-  -  284 

30239  -  - 

-  1283 

30280  -  -  - 

1092 

30321  ■ 

•  1102 

30362-  -  - 

176 

30403-  - 

-  -  512 

30444-  - 

-  •  284 

30240-  - 

-  -  490 

30281  -  -  •  - 

718 

30322  - 

-  1104 

30363-  -  - 

179 

30404-  - 

-  -  948 

30445-  - 

-  -  284 

30241- 

-  -  490 

30282-  -  •  • 

719 

30323  - 

•  1104 

30364-  -  - 

284 

30405-  - 

-  -  954 

30446-  - 

-  -  285 

30242  - 

-  1147 

30283-  •  •  • 

719 

30324  - 

•  1105 

30365  -  -  - 

1006 

30406-  - 

-  -  960 

30447-  - 

•  -  285 

30243-  - 

-  -  973 

30284  -  -  - 

1094 

30325  - 

-  1105 

30366  ■  - 

1008 

30407-  - 

-  -  963 

30448- 

-  -  286 

30244- 

-  -  978 

30285  -  -  - 

1095 

30326  ■ 

-  1106 

30367-  ■  • 

430 

30408-  - 

-  -  973 

30449-  - 

-  -  726 

30245-  - 

-  -  506 

30286-  •  • 

10% 

30327  - 

-  1106 

30368  -  -  - 

1090 

30409-  - 

-  -  979 

30450  - 

-  -  286 

30246- 

-  -  490 

30287-  -  - 

501 

30328  - 

-  1107 

30369-  -  ■ 

285 

30410-  - 

•  -  179 

30451  -  - 

-  ■  287 

30247-  - 

-  -  490 

30288  -  -  • 

1378 

30329  - 

-  1107 

30370-  ■  - 

285 

30411  - 

-  1007 

30452-  - 

-  -  287 

30248  - 

-  1110 

30289-  ■  - 

722 

30330  - 

-  1109 

30371  -  -  - 

285 

30412-  - 

-  -  430 

30453-  - 

-  -  287 

30249  - 

-  1110 

30290-  -  - 

722 

30331  - 

-  1109 

30372  -  -  • 

1009 

30413-  - 

-  -  181 

30454-  - 

-  -  287 

30250-  - 

-  -  983 

30291  -  -  - 

451 

30332  - 

-  1109 

30373  -  ■  - 

1009 

30414-  - 

-  -  722 

30455-  - 

-  -  288 

30251-  - 

-  -  983 

30292-  -  - 

122 

30333  - 

-  1110 

30374-  -  - 

718 

30415  -  -  -  1009 

30456-  - 

-  -  288 

30252 

-  -  984 

30293  -  - 

980 

30334  - 

•  1110 

30375-  - 

719 

30416-  -  -  -  452 

30457-  - 

-  •  288 

30253- 

-  -  455 

30294  -  - 

982 

30335 

■  1111 

30376-  ■  - 

720 

30417  -  -  -  1137 

30458-  - 

-  ■  288 

30254 

-  455 

30295  -  -  - 

1113 

30336  - 

-  nil 

30377-  ■  - 

720 

30418  -  -  1140 

30459- 

•  ■  288 

30255- 

-  -  436 

30296-  -  - 

713 

30337  - 

-  nil 

30378-  -  ■ 

721 

30419-    -300 

30460-  - 

-  -  289 

30256 

1021 

30297-  - 

456 

30338 

•  nil 

30379-   • 

292 

30420-  -  -  -  300 

30461 •  • 

•  ■  289 

30257-  - 

-  -  531 

30298-  -  - 

172 

30339  • 

-  nil 

30380-  •  • 

292 

30421  -  -  -  -  456 

30462  •  -  -  1138 

30258 

-  -  531 

30299-  • 

167 

30340  - 

-  1112 

30381  ■  ■  - 

451 

30422 

■  1107 

30463  -  -  -  1138 

30259 

-  -  -  49 

30300-  -  - 

705 

30341  - 

•  1112 

30382-  ■  ■ 

452 

30423  - 

-  1115 

30464-  -  -  -  752 

30260- 

-  -  532 

30301-  - 

520 

30342  • 

-  •  1112 

30383 

1135 

30424 

-  1118 

30465-  -  -  -  289 

30261 

-  -  287 

30302   - 

742 

30343  - 

-  -  1113 

30384  • 

1136 

30425 

-  1122 

30466-  -  -  -  290 

30262 

-  -  -  49 

30303-  -  - 

734 

30344  - 

-  -  1113 

30385   ■ 

-  730 

30426  - 

-  1123 

30467-  -  -  -  288 

30263  • 

•  •  524 

30304-  -  • 

•  986 

30345  • 

•  •  1113 

30386-  -  - 

-  733 

30427  • 

•  1123 

30468  • 

■  1128 
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Pet# 

P.# 

Pet.#     P.# 

Pet.#     P.# 

Pet# 

P.# 

Pet# 

P.# 

Pet# 

P.# 

30469  ■  ■  • 

1130 

30509 

-  -  -  118 

30549  • 

-  -  -  504 

30589  -  -  - 

-  81 

30629-  -  -  - 

498 

30669-  - 

-  .  985 

30470  ■  ■ 

1133 

30510 

-  -  -  122 

30550 

-  -  ■  504 

30590  -  ■  ■ 

-  82 

30630-  ■  -  - 

498 

30670-  ■ 

-  ■  448 

30471 •  •  ■  ■ 

301 

30511 

-  -  •  122 

30551 

-  -  -  515 

30591  -  -  -  - 

127 

30631  -  -  -  . 

511 

30671  - 

-  1026 

30472-  •  ■  • 

714 

30512 

-123 

30552 

•  •  •  515 

30592  ■  -  - 

1022 

30632-  -  -  - 

517 

30672  ■ 

.  -  85 

30473  ■  •  • 

1395 

30513 

-  -  -  123 

30553 

-  -  -  978 

30593  -  -  - 

1022 

30633-  •  - 

517 

30673-  - 

-  -  870 

30474  ■  •  ■ 

1001 

30514 

-  -  -  126 

30554 

-  -  -  1114 

30594  -  -  - 

1023 

30634-  -  - 

522 

30674-  - 

-  -  536 

30475-  •  ■  ■ 

176 

30515 

-  -  -  129 

30555 

-  -  -  112 

30595  ■  ■  ■ 

1024 

30635-  -  - 

947 

30675-  - 

■  -  970 

30476-  ■  ■  ■ 

723 

30516 

-  -  -  131 

30556 

•   -  113 

30596  -  -  - 

1025 

30636-  -  - 

949 

30676-  - 

-  -  870 

30477-  ■  -  - 

865 

30517 

-  -  -  133 

30557 

...  114 

30597  -  -  - 

1025 

30637-  -  - 

954 

30677-  - 

-  -  870 

30478-  -  ■  - 

425 

30518 

-  -  ■  134 

30558 

...  114 

30598-  -  -  - 

519 

30638-  -  - 

958 

30678-  - 

-  -  752 

30479-  •  -  - 

425 

30519 

-  -  -  139 

30559 

...  114 

30599  -  -  - 

1116 

30639-  •  - 

958 

30679  - 

-  •  85 

30480-  ■  -  - 

775 

30520 

...  144 

30560 

-  -  -  115 

30600  -  -  - 

1122 

30640-  -  • 

962 

30680  - 

-  -  86 

30481-  -  -  - 

868 

30521 

-  -  -  145 

30561 

-  -  -  116 

30601  -  -  -  - 

988 

30641  -  -  ■ 

962 

30681  -  - 

-  -  458 

30482-  -  -  - 

521 

30522 

-  -  -  150 

30562 

-  -  ■  116 

30602  -  -  ■ 

1355 

30642-  -  - 

743 

30682-  - 

-  .  458 

30483-  -  -  - 

457 

30523 

-  -  -  150 

30563 

■  -  -  969 

30603-  ■  -  - 

490 

30643-  ■  • 

520 

30683-  - 

•  -  458 

30484-  -  - 

449 

30524 

-  -  -  151 

30564 

-  -  -  117 

30604-  -  -  - 

709 

30644  -  -  - 

1113 

30684-  - 

-  -  458 

30485-  -  ■ 

457 

30525 

-  -  -  151 

30565 

-  -  -  118 

30605-  -  -  - 

713 

30645  -  -  - 

1008 

30685  . 

-  -  86 

30486-  -  - 

497 

30526 

-  -  -  152 

30566 

-  -  -  135 

30606  -  -  - 

1129 

30646-  -  - 

439 

30686  - 

■  ■  86 

30487-  ■  ■ 

169 

30527 

-  •  •  157 

30567 

-  -  -  137 

30607-  -  ■ 

948 

30647-  -  - 

145 

30687-  - 

-  -  741 

30488-  -  - 

490 

30528 

-  -  •  -  50 

30568 

-  -  -  137 

30608-  -  - 

954 

30648  ■  -  - 

-  84 

30688-  - 

-  -  459 

30489-  ■  - 

870 

30529 

■  -  -  -  52 

30569 

-  -  -  138 

30609-  -  - 

953 

30649-  -  ■ 

533 

30689-  - 

-  -  949 

30490-  •  - 

956 

30530 

-  -  -  -  53 

30570 

-  -  -  139 

30610-  -  - 

962 

30650-  -  - 

491 

30690-  - 

-  -  997 

30491  -  -  - 

473 

30531 

....  54 

30571 

-  -  -  140 

30611-  -  ■ 

960 

30651  -  -  - 

521 

30691  -  - 

•  1657 

30492-  •  - 

436 

30532 

.  •  -  -  60 

30572 

...  142 

30612-  -  - 

965 

30652-  -  - 

958 

30692-  - 

-  -  498 

30493  -  - 

1129 

30533 

-  -  -  1396 

30573 

-  -  ■  143 

30613  -  -  - 

1283 

30653-  -  ■ 

959 

30693-  - 

-  -  498 

30494-  -  - 

490 

30534 

-  -  -  1396 

30574 

-  -  ■  952 

30614-  -  - 

712 

30654-  •  - 

450 

30694  - 

-  ■  •  86 

30495-  -  - 

506 

30535 

-  -  -  1659 

30575 

-   -  148 

30615-  -  - 

491 

30655-  •  - 

740 

30695-  - 

-  -  776 

30496  -  -  - 

1283 

30536 

-  •  -  1664 

30576 

-  -  -  148 

30616-  -  - 

532 

30656-  ■  - 

166 

30696-  - 

-  -  536 

30497-  -  - 

775 

30537 

-  -  -  1665 

30577 

-  -  -  148 

30617-  -  - 

146 

30657-  -  . 

962 

30697  - 

•87 

30498-  -  - 

709 

30538 

-  -  -  1397 

30578 

.  ...  149 

30618  -  -  - 

-  84 

30658-  -  - 

991 

30698-  - 

-  -  301 

30499-  -  - 

506 

30539 

•  ■  -  1397 

30579 

....  62 

30619-  -  - 

533 

30659-  -  - 

■  991 

30699-  - 

.  .  473 

30500-  -  - 

498 

30540 

-  -  -  1143 

30580 

-  -  -  •  63 

30620-  -  - 

288 

30660-  -  • 

•  989 

30700-  - 

-  •  326 

30501  -  •  • 

103 

30541 

-  -  -  -  60 

30581 

-  -  -  -  65 

30621  -  ■  ■ 

717 

30661  -  -  • 

■  534 

30701  -  - 

-  -  330 

30502  -  -  • 

-  40 

30542 

-  •  ■  •  156 

30582 

....  67 

30622-  -  - 

525 

30662  -  -  - 

1002 

30702-  - 

-  -  331 

30503-  -  - 

-  105 

30543 

■  -  -  993 

30583 

-  -  -  ■  73 

30623-  -  - 

952 

30663-  -  . 

•  534 

30703-  - 

-  -  333 

30504-  -  - 

-  106 

30544 

-  -  -  ■  767 

30584 

■  ■  ■  -n 

30624-  -  - 

953 

30664-  -  • 

-  535 

30704-  - 

-  -  334 

30505-  -  - 

-  Ill 

30545 

-  -  -  -  734 

30585 

....  78 

30625-  •  - 

954 

30665-  -  • 

.  535 

30705-  - 

-  -  341 

30506-  -  - 

-  Ill 

30546 

-  -  -  -  739 

30586 

-  -  -  -  532 

30626-  -  - 

945 

30666-  -  - 

-  535 

30706-  - 

-  -  342 

30507-  -  - 

-  116 

30547 

■  ■  •  -  504 

30587 

....  79 

30627-  -  - 

447 

30667-  -  - 

-  966 

30707-  - 

-  -  344 

30508-  -  - 

•  118 

30548 

.  ...  171 

30588 

....  80 

30628-  ■  ■ 

-  491 

30668  •  •  • 

1002 

30708-  - 

•  ■  345 
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Pet* 


P.# 


30709 

30710 

30711 

30712 

30713- 

30714- 

30715- 

30716 

30717- 

30718- 

30719 

30720 

30721 

30722 

30723- 

30724 

30725  - 

30726  - 
30727 
30728 
30729 
30730  - 
30731 
30732 
30733 
30734 
30735  ■ 
30736 
30737 
30738- 
30739- 
30740- 
30741- 
30742 
30743 
30744- 
30745- 
30746 
30747- 
30748 


•  ■  348 

•  -  350 

•  352 

-  -  358 

-  361 

-  •  362 

364 

-  491 

-  -  768 

•  •  753 

-  -  743 

■  -  743 

•  -  740 

-  -  735 

-  -  513 
-  -  87 

1280 
1026 

-  -  706 

-  1090 

-  -  717 

■  1094 

■  ■  741 

-  1398 

-  1398 
1399 

■  1287 

•  •  947 

951 

-  •  955 

•  955 

-  956 

•  •  957 

-  958 

-  960 

•  963 
964 
968 

-  %9 
%9 


30749 

30750- 

30751- 

30752- 

30753- 

30754- 

30755- 

30756- 

30757- 

30758- 

30759 

30760- 

30761- 

30762- 

30763- 

30764- 

30765- 

30766- 

30767- 

30768- 

30769- 

30770- 

30771  - 

30772  - 

30773  - 

30774  - 

30775  - 

30776  • 

30777  - 

30778  - 
30779 
30780 
30781- 
30782 
30783 
30784 
30785- 
30786 
30787  - 
30788 


970 

-  972 

-  972 

-  973 

-  974 

•  974 

-  976 

-  977 

-  977 

-  979 

-  982 

-  984 

-  984 

-  985 
988 

-  988 

-  989 
989 
991 

-  992 

-  995 
999 

1000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
1001 
1003 
1003 
1146 

-  173 

-  174 

•  178 
428 
429 
429 
429 

1004 
1004 
1004 


30789  1010 

30790  VOIDED 

30791  1011 


30792 
30793 
30794 
30795 
30796 
30797 
30798 
30799 
30800 
30801 
30802 
30803 
30804 
30805 
30806 
30807 
30808 
30809 
30810 
30811 
30812 
30813 
30814 
30815 
30816 
30817 
30818 
30819 
30820 
30821 
30822 
30823 
30824 
30825 
30826 
30827 
30828 


1012 
1014 
1015 
1017 

-  736 

■  741 

•  743 

•  747 

•  760 

-  770 

-  771 
1399 

-  730 

-  705 

-  705 

•  706 

-  706 

-  425 

-  521 

-  963 
969 

■  984 

-  984 

•  175 

-  429 
1090 

-  718 

-  720 

•  721 
436 

•  445 

-  445 

-  442 
443 

1093 
1093 
1093 


.  Pett 

30829 
30830 
30831 
30832 
30833 
30834 
30835 
30836 
30837 
30838 
30839 
30840 
30841 
30842 
30843 
30844 
30845 
30846 
30847 
30848 
30849 
30850 
30851 
30852 
30853 
30854 
30855 
30856 
30857 
30858 
30859 
30860 
30861 
30862 
30863 
30864 
30865 
30866 
30867 
30868 


1093 
1100 
1418 
1418 
1419 
556 
919 
558 
1144 
920 
186 
143 
189 
921 
924 
1144 
871 
•  87 
872 
536 
873 
539 
875 
112 
113 
113 
113 
117 
1144 
924 
924 
926 
927 
875 
876 
878 
880 
882 
883 
888 


Pet* 


P.* 


30869 

30870- 

30871 

30872- 

30873- 

30874- 

30875- 

30876  - 

30877- 

30878 

30879 

30880 

30881 

30882 

30883 

30884 

30885 

30886 

30887 

30888 

30889 

30890 

30891 

30892 

30893- 

30894- 

30895 ■ 

30896- 

30897  - 

30898 

30899 

30900- 

30901- 

30902- 

30903 

30904 

30905- 

30906 

30907 


895 

-  899 
459 

-  998 

-  752 

•  766 

-  517 

-  518 

-  518 
1102 
1106 
1106 
1108 
1114 
1116 
1115 
1115 
1120 
1120 
1127 
1126 
1130 
1133 

-  710 

-  713 

-  278 

•  278 
280 

-  280 
1135 

-  525 

•  524 

-  524 

•  521 

-  946 

-  948 
954 
964 
966 


30908   VOIDED 


_.Pet* 

30909 
30910 
30911 
30912 
30913 
30914 
30915 
30916 
30917 
30918 
30919 
30920 
30921 
30922 
30923 
30924 
30925 
30926 
30927 
30928 
30929 
30930 
30931 
30932 
30933 
30934 
30935 
30936 
30937 
30938 
30939 
30940 
30941 
30942 
30943 
30944 
30945 
30946 
30947 
30948 


1758 

May  4,  2000 

PeL# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

Pet# 

P.# 

Pet.#    P.# 

30949-  ■  ■ 

715 

30989  - 

-  -  -  89 

31029-  • 

-  -  752 

31069-  - 

-  -  479 

31109  - 

-  1008 

31149 

30950-  ■  ■ 

716 

30990  -  - 

-  1105 

31030-  • 

-  -  971 

31070-  - 

-  -  500 

31110  - 

-  1139 

31150 

30951  •  •  • 

718 

30991  -  - 

■  1105 

31031  ■  - 

-  ■  972 

31071  -  - 

-  -  500 

31111  - 

-  1140 

31151 

30952-  -  - 

720 

30992  ■  - 

-  1110 

31032-  - 

-  -  989 

31072-  - 

-  -  500 

31112-  - 

-  -  278 

31152 

30953-  -  - 

437 

30993  -  • 

■  1117 

31033-  - 

-  -  174 

31073-  - 

-  -  493 

31113-  • 

-  -  278 

31153 

30954-  -  - 

436 

30994  -  - 

-  1126 

31034  - 

-  1103 

31074-  - 

-  -  501 

31114-  ■ 

-  -  279 

31154 

30955-  -  - 

438 

30995  •  • 

-  1126 

31035  • 

-  1113 

31075-  - 

-  -  493 

31115-  ■ 

-  -  302 

31155 

30956-  -  - 

440 

30996-  - 

-  -  521 

31036  - 

-  1113 

31076-  - 

-  -  502 

31116-  ■ 

-  -  279 

31156 

30957-  •  - 

446 

30997-  • 

-  ■  524 

31037-  - 

-  -  948 

31077-  - 

-  -  502 

31117-  ■ 

■  ■  279 

31157 

30958-  ■  - 

446 

30998-  - 

-  -  524 

31038-  - 

-  -  543 

31078-  - 

-  -  503 

31118  ■ 

■  1275 

31158 

30959-  -  ■ 

293 

30999  -  - 

-  1027 

31039-  - 

-  -  543 

31079-  - 

-  -  505 

31119-  - 

-  -  965 

31159 

30960  -  -  - 

1010 

31000-  - 

-  -  957 

31040-  - 

-  -  706 

31080-  ■ 

-  -  503 

31120  - 

-  1030 

31160 

30961  -  -  - 

1010 

31001  -  - 

-  -  958 

31041  -  - 

-  -  460 

31081  -  - 

-  -  493 

31121  -  - 

-  -  rn 

31161 

30962-  -  - 

971 

31002-  - 

-  -  964 

31042-  - 

-  -  706 

31082-  - 

-  -  544 

31122-  - 

■  ■   715 

31162 

30963  -  •  - 

1011 

31003-  - 

-  -  966 

31043-  - 

-  -  162 

31083-  - 

-  -  544 

31123-  - 

-  -  715 

31163 

30964  -  -  - 

1015 

31004-  • 

-  -  973 

31044-  - 

-  -  162 

31084-  - 

-  -  510 

31124-  - 

-  -  716 

31164 

30965  -  -  - 

1027 

31005-  - 

-  -  981 

31045-  - 

-  -  163 

31085-  - 

-  -  301 

31125-  - 

-  -  721 

31165 

30966  -  -  - 

1027 

31006  -  - 

■  1028 

31046-  - 

-  -  163 

31086-  - 

-  -  511 

31126-  - 

-  -  723 

31166 

30967-  -  - 

449 

31007-  - 

-  -  164 

31047-  - 

■  -  709 

31087-  - 

-  -  511 

31127-  ■ 

-  -  725 

31167 

30968  -   - 

1097 

31008-  - 

-  -  167 

31048-  - 

-  -  473 

31088-  - 

-  -  507 

31128-  - 

-  -  725 

3116& 

30969  -  -  - 

1099 

31009-  - 

-  -  170 

31049  - 

-  1281 

31089-  - 

-  -  513 

31129-  - 

-  -  726 

31169 

30970  -  -  - 

1099 

31010-  - 

-  -  714 

31050-  - 

-  -  543 

31090-  - 

-  -  517 

31130-  - 

-  -  727 

31170 

30971  -  -  - 

1420 

31011  -  - 

-  -  719 

31051  - 

-  1277 

31091  ■  - 

-  ■  974 

31131  -  - 

-  -  728 

31171 

30972-  -  - 

450 

31012-  - 

-  -  721 

31052-  - 

■  -  505 

31092-  - 

■  -  503 

31132  •  - 

-  1327 

31172 

30973-  -  ■ 

451 

31013-  - 

-  -  723 

31053-  - 

-  -  505 

31093-  - 

-  -  178 

31133  -  • 

-  1295 

31173 

30974  •  -  - 

1137 

31014-  - 

-  -  776 

31054  - 

-  1657 

31094  - 

-  1001 

31134-  - 

-  -  448 

31174 

30975  -  -  - 

1138 

31015-  - 

-  -  725 

31055-  - 

-  -  495 

31095-  - 

-  -  729 

31135-  - 

-  -  449 

31175 

30976  -  -  ■ 

1138 

31016-  - 

-  -  287 

31056-  ■ 

-  -  495 

31096-  - 

-  -  722 

31136-  - 

-  •  449 

31176 

30977  -  -  - 

1140 

31017-  - 

-  -  290 

31057-  - 

-  -  492 

31097-  - 

-  -  425 

31137-  - 

-  -  449 

31177 

30978-  -  - 

731 

31018-  - 

-  -  865 

31058-  - 

-  -  492 

31098  ; 

-  1149 

31138-  - 

-  -  449 

31178 

30979-  -  - 

737 

31019-  - 

-  -  866 

31059-  - 

-  -  492 

31099-  - 

-  -  970 

31139  - 

-  1141 

31179 

30980-  -  - 

743 

31020-  - 

■  -  866 

31060-  - 

-  -  495 

31100  - 

■  1141 

31140-  - 

-  -  460 

31180 

30981  -  -  - 

751 

31021  ■  - 

-  1011 

31061  - 

-  1281 

31101-  - 

-  -  973 

31141-  - 

-  -  302 

31181 

30982-  -  - 

751 

31022  -  - 

-  1015 

31062-  - 

•  ■  498 

31102  - 

-  1003 

31142  - 

-  1103 

31182 

30983-  -  - 

753 

31023-  - 

-  -  776 

31063-  ■ 

-  -  544 

31103-  - 

-  -  177 

31143-  ■ 

-  -  281 

31183 

30984-  -  - 

766 

31024-  • 

-  -  776 

31064-  • 

-  -  493 

31104-  - 

-  -  179 

31144-  - 

-  -  946 

31184 

30985-  •  - 

765 

31025-  - 

•  -  m 

31065-  - 

■  -  499 

31105  - 

-  1007 

31145-  - 

-  -  950 

31185 

30986-  -  - 

766 

31026-  - 

■   -  459 

31066-  - 

•  -  500 

31106 

-  1090 

31146-  - 

-  -  950 

31186 

30987-  -  - 

767 

31027-  ■ 

-  -  742 

31067-  - 

-  -  500 

31107  - 

■  1091 

31147-  - 

-  -  956 

31187 

30988-  -  - 

900 

31028-  • 

-  -  742 

31068  - 

-  1281 

31108  - 

-  1008 

31148-  - 

-  -  520 

31188 
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Pet* 

P.# 

Pet#    P.# 

Pel.# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

31189 

-  -  450 

31229 

1004 

31269- 

967 

31309 

1323 

31349  ■ 

-  -  306 

31389  -  -  • 

•  98 

31190 

-  •  450 

31230  -  - 

•  430 

31270  -  - 

967 

31310  -  - 

1323 

31350  - 

1031 

31390  - 

503 

31191 

•  -  451 

31231 

1089 

31271  -  - 

967 

31311   - 

1314 

31351 

-  507 

31391 

593 

31192 

-  1135 

31232  -  -  - 

1089 

31272-  ■  - 

428 

31312  -  - 

1314 

31352-  - 

-  •  183 

31392-  •  - 

-  595 

31193 

1136 

31233  -  -  - 

1090 

31273-  -  • 

429 

31313  -  - 

1324 

31353-  - 

-  -  183 

31393  -  - 

-  601 

31194  • 

1136 

31234  -  -  - 

1090 

31274-  -  - 

429 

31314 

1324 

31354  -  - 

1031 

31394 

-  603 

31195 

-  1136 

31235  ■  ■  ■ 

1091 

31275-  -  • 

430 

31315  -  - 

1324 

31355-  - 

-  -  546 

31395- 

•  608 

31196 

1137 

31236  -  -  - 

1091 

31276-  -  - 

280 

31316  -  - 

1324 

31356-  - 

-  ■  547 

31396-  - 

608 

31197 

-  1137 

31237-  -  - 

285 

31277-  -  - 

544 

31317 

1325 

31357-  - 

-  -  548 

31397- 

611 

31198 

1139 

31238-  -  - 

285 

31278-  •  • 

545 

31318  -  - 

1325 

31358-  ■ 

-  -  306 

31398-  - 

612 

31199-  • 

-  -  731 

31239-  -  - 

181 

31279  -  ■  - 

1341 

31319  -  - 

1326 

31359- 

-  -  557 

31399-  -  - 

615 

31200  ■ 

-  -  734 

31240-  -  - 

714 

31280-  -  ■ 

901 

31320  -  - 

1326 

31360- 

-  -  464 

31400-  -  - 

617 

31201 

734 

31241  ■  ■  - 

719 

31281  -  - 

1356 

31321  ■  ■ 

1327 

31361  -  - 

•  302 

31401  -  - 

622 

31202-  - 

-  •  734 

31242-  -  - 

721 

31282  -  -  - 

1356 

31322  - 

1327 

31362  - 

-  1031 

31402-  -  - 

633 

31203-  ■ 

•  •  739 

31243   - 

721 

31283-  -  ■ 

546 

31323  •  - 

1327 

31363-  - 

-  •  548 

31403-  -  - 

635 

31204 

■  1150 

31244-  -  - 

721 

31284-  •  • 

902 

31324  •  - 

1327 

31364-  - 

-  -  302 

31404-   - 

644 

31205  - 

-  1150 

31245-  -  - 

722 

31285-  -  - 

903 

31325-   - 

-  161 

31365-  - 

-  464 

31405-  -  - 

645 

31206 

-  -  460 

31246-  -  - 

431 

31286  -  -  - 

-  91 

31326-  ■  - 

-  908 

31366  - 

1031 

31406-  -  - 

647 

31207 

-  -  723 

31247-  - 

726 

31287-  ■  • 

460 

31327-  -  - 

-  910 

31367-  ■ 

■  ■  303 

31407-  ■ 

655 

31208  -  - 

-  1000 

31248 

726 

31288-  •  • 

903 

31328  -  ■ 

-  -  93 

31368-  - 

-  -  780 

31408-   - 

659 

31209  -  - 

■  1030 

31249-  - 

726 

31289-  -  -  - 

469 

31329-  -  - 

-  780 

31369-  - 

-  465 

31409-  -  - 

658 

31210- 

-  785 

31250-  ■  - 

726 

31290-  •  •  • 

711 

31330  -  - 

-  •  94 

31370-  • 

-  913 

31410-  -  - 

661 

31211-  - 

162 

31251  -  - 

728 

31291  -  ■•  • 

904 

31331  -  - 

-  780 

31371  -  - 

■  549 

31411 

662 

31212-  • 

•  709 

31252-  -  - 

728 

31292-  •  - 

905 

31332-   - 

296 

31372-  - 

•  549 

31412-   ■ 

663 

31213-  - 

-  479 

31253-  -  - 

729 

31293- 

905 

31333  -  -  - 

1141 

31373  -  - 

•  •  95 

31413-  -  - 

664 

31214-  - 

-  507 

31254  ■ 

729 

31294  -  - 

-  91 

31334-  -  - 

-  463 

31374  - 

■  303 

31414-  -  - 

567 

31215  -  • 

•  1124 

31255-  - 

729 

31295-  -  -  - 

905 

31335-  ■  - 

-  463 

31375  -  - 

-  •  96 

31415-   - 

576 

31216  - 

-  1130 

31256  -  • 

1094 

31296- 

461 

31336-  -  ■ 

463 

31376  -  • 

•  96 

31416-  -  - 

638 

31217 

•  714 

31257  -  -  - 

1094 

31297  ■ 

161 

31337-  .-  - 

-  559 

31377-  - 

-  549 

31417-   - 

666 

31218 

1001 

31258 

778 

31298  ■  -  - 

-  92 

31338  - 

•  -  95 

31378-  - 

-  465 

31418 

Not 

31219 

175 

31259 

90 

31299  ■  - 

-  92 

31339  -  - 

•  557 

31379 

-  -  96 

Printed 

31220 

179 

31260  - 

1420 

31300  ■  - 

93 

31340 

1030 

31380 

•  914 

31419- 

518 

31221 

-  179 

31261 

1420 

31301  -  -  -  • 

461 

31341 

■  912 

31381  - 

914 

31420-  -  -  - 

520 

3177? 

425 

31262-  -  - 

778 

31302   ■ 

462 

31342 

464 

31382 

-  97 

31421 

520 

31223 

■  425 

31263 

778 

31303-  ■   - 

479 

31343 

112 

31383 

-  915 

31422  -  -  - 

1103 

31224 

429 

31264 

•  90 

31304    - 

479 

31344 

113 

31384 

-  479 

31423  -  -  - 

1106 

31225 

-  39 

31265-  •  - 

507 

31305 

1299 

31345 

1030 

31385  - 

•  550 

31424  -  -  - 

1115 

31226-  - 

-  282 

31266 

950 

31306 

1323 

31346 

1030 

31386 

•  550 

31425 

1118 

31227  • 

-  284 

31267 

951 

31307 

1323 

31347  -  - 

1030 

31387- 

781 

31426 

1118 

31228 

•  865 

31268 

1116 

31308 

1323 

31348 

1031 

31388  -  - 

-  97 

31427 
31428 

1118 
1121 

1760 

May 

4, 2000 
P.# 

PeL#     P.# 

Pet.#     P.# 

Pet# 

P.# 

PeL#     P.# 

Pet# 

P.# 

Pet# 

31429  •  • 

-  1093 

31469-  - 

•  •  961 

31509-  -  - 

168 

31549- 

435 

31589  -  - 

-  1420 

31629-  - 

-  -  480 

31430  ■  • 

■  1093 

31470-  - 

•  •  962 

31510-  ■  - 

168 

31550- 

440 

31590  -  - 

-  1420 

31630-  - 

-  -  480 

31431  •  • 

■  1121 

31471  -  - 

•  •  962 

31511-  -  - 

172 

31551  - 

445 

31591  -  - 

-  1136 

31631  -  - 

-  -  480 

31432  •  • 

-  1121 

31472-  - 

•  •  963 

31512-  •  - 

169 

31552- 

781 

31592  -  - 

-  1137 

31632-  - 

-  •  480 

31433  •  • 

-  1124 

31473-  - 

•  •  963 

31513-  •  - 

169 

31553  - 

726 

31593-  - 

-  731 

31633-  - 

•  •  481 

31434  •  • 

-  1125 

31474-  • 

•  -  968 

31514-  -  • 

170 

31554  - 

286 

31594-  - 

-  732 

31634-  - 

-  -  481 

31435-  • 

-  -  174 

31475-  - 

•  •  964 

31515-  -  - 

171 

31555- 

286 

31595-  - 

•  732 

31635-  ■ 

-  -  481 

31436  • 

•  1128 

31476-  - 

-  -  968 

31516-  •  • 

171 

31556- 

287 

31596-  - 

•  732 

31636-  • 

-  -  481 

31437  ■  ■ 

-  1130 

31477-  - 

-  -  947 

31517-  -  - 

171 

31557- 

290 

31597-  - 

-  733 

31637-  - 

-  •  481 

31438  ■  • 

-  1132 

31478-  • 

■  -  971 

31518-  -  • 

172 

31558- 

290 

31598-  • 

■  733 

31638-  - 

-  -  481 

31439  •  • 

-  1130 

31479-  - 

-  -  977 

31519  ■  -  - 

-  •  ? 

31559- 

290 

31599-  • 

-  733 

31639-  - 

-  -  482 

31440  •  • 

■  1134 

31480-  • 

-  -  975 

31520  •  •  - 

1147 

31560- 

291 

31600-  • 

-  741 

31640-  - 

-  -  482 

31441  •  • 

-  1100 

31481  •  • 

-  -  979 

31521  -  -  • 

1148 

31561  - 

291 

31601  -  • 

•  739 

31641  -  • 

•  -  482 

31442  ■  • 

-  1099 

31482-  - 

-  •  982 

31522-  -  - 

173 

31562  - 

291 

31602-  • 

■  742 

31642-  • 

-  •  482 

31443  ■  • 

-  1132 

31483-  - 

-  -  982 

31523-  •  • 

175 

31563  - 

292 

31603-  - 

-  752 

31643-  - 

-  •  482 

31444  ■  • 

-  1135 

31484-  - 

•  •  982 

31524-  -  - 

175 

31564- 

292 

31604-  - 

■  479 

31644-  • 

-  -  482 

31445-  • 

•  -  711 

31485-  - 

•  •  983 

31525  -  -  - 

1118 

31565- 

292 

31605  -  - 

-  1277 

31645-  - 

-  -  482 

31446-  • 

-  -  713 

31486-  • 

•  •  983 

31526-  -  - 

175 

31566- 

293 

31606-  • 

•  ■  520 

31646-  - 

-  -  483 

31447-  • 

-  -  524 

31487-  • 

•  •  970  . 

31527-  -  - 

177 

31567- 

293 

31607-  • 

-  •  707 

31647-  - 

•  -  483 

31448-  - 

-  -  522 

31488-  • 

•  -  972 

31528-  -  - 

177 

31568- 

293 

31608-  - 

-  707 

31648-  - 

-  -  483 

31449- 

-  -  522 

31489-  • 

-  -  987 

31529-  -  - 

177 

31569- 

865 

31609-  - 

•  ■  707 

31649-  - 

-  •  513 

31450-  - 

■  ■  525 

31490-  ■ 

-  •  165 

31530-  -  - 

428 

31570- 

866 

31610-  - 

•  •  164 

31650-  • 

•  •  483 

31451  -  ■ 

■  -  525 

31491  -  - 

•  ■  165 

31531  -  •  • 

865 

31571  - 

866 

31611  ■  ■ 

-  1089 

31651  ■  • 

-  •  483 

31452-  - 

-  -  947 

31492-  - 

•  -  165 

31532  -  -  - 

1006 

31572- 

915 

31612-  - 

•  •  161 

31652-  - 

-  ■  484 

31453-  - 

-  -  948 

31493-  - 

-  -  167 

31533  •  -  - 

1006 

31573  -  ■  -  1009 

31613-  - 

-  •  163 

31653-  - 

-  -  484 

31454-  - 

•  •  948 

31494-  - 

-  -  992 

31534  •  •  ■ 

1006 

31574  •  •  -  1009 

31614-  - 

-  -  164 

31654-  - 

-  -  484 

31455-  • 

•  •  950 

31495-  - 

•  •  992 

31535  -  -  • 

1006 

31575  -  -  -  1010 

31615-  - 

-  -  945 

31655-  - 

-  •  485 

31456-  - 

-  -  952 

31496-  • 

•  •  992 

31536  -  -  - 

1007 

31576  -  -  -  1016 

31616-  - 

-  -  781 

31656-  - 

-  -  485 

31457-  - 

-  -  952 

31497-  - 

•  -  993 

31537-  -  - 

430 

31577-  -  -  -  448 

31617-  - 

•  •  709 

31657-  - 

•  -  485 

31458-  • 

•  •  948 

31498-  • 

-  •  997 

31538  •  •  • 

1008 

31578-  •■  -  448 

31618-  - 

•  •  473 

31658-  • 

•  •  485 

31459-  - 

-  -  954 

31499-  - 

•  •  998 

31539  -  -  ■ 

1008 

31579  - 

■  -  1092 

31619  -  - 

-  1275 

31659-  ■ 

-  -  486 

31460-  - 

-  -  954 

31500-  - 

-  ■  999 

31540-  -  • 

562 

31580  - 

-  -  1094 

31620  -  - 

-  1275 

31660-  - 

-  •  486 

31461  -  ■ 

•  •  955 

31501-  • 

-  -  999 

31541  -  -  - 

718 

31581  - 

-  ■  1094 

31621  •  • 

■  1276 

31661  - 

-  1283 

31462-  - 

-  -  956 

31502  -  -  •  1000 

31542-  -  - 

720 

31582  - 

■  -  1094 

31622  •  ■ 

-  1277 

31662  - 

-  1283 

31463-  - 

-  -  956 

31503  -  -  -  1001 

31543-  ■  ■ 

723 

31583  - 

-  -  1096 

31623  ■  - 

-  1278 

31663  - 

-  1284 

31464-  - 

-  -  957 

31504-  -  -  •  466 

31544-  -  - 

723 

31584  - 

-  -  1098 

31624  -  - 

-  1278 

31664  - 

-  1284 

31465-  - 

-  •  958 

31505-  -  -  -  466 

31545-  -  - 

-  431 

31585  - 

-  -  1098 

31625  •  - 

•  1279 

31665  - 

-  1284 

31466-  • 

•  •  960 

31506-  -  -  163 

31546-  •  • 

-  432 

31586  ■ 

■  -  1420 

31626  -  • 

•  1279 

31666  - 

-  1284 

31467-  - 

-  -  960 

31507  •  •  •  1125 

31547-  -  - 

-  437 

31587  - 

-  -  1098 

31627-  - 

-  •  480 

31667  - 

-  1284 

31468  ■ 

■  ■  960 

31508-  - 

-  -  167 

31548-  -  - 

■  437 

31588  - 

1420 

31628-  - 

-  -  480 

31668  • 

•  1285 
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Pet#_ 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P,# 

PeL# 

P.i 

Pet# 

?j» 

Fet#         P.* 

^fc#_ 

P.# 

31669 

-  1285 

31709  • 

•  1142 

31749  - 

1034 

31788-  -  - 

926 

31828 

1372 

31868  - 

1295 

31670 

-  1285 

31710 

-  -  175 

31750-  - 

•  101 

31789    - 

-  733 

31829 

1344 

31869 

-  1335 

31671 

-  ■  513 

31711  • 

-  •  1146 

31751  - 

916 

31790       - 

733 

31830 

1372 

31870 

1335 

31672- 

-  -  782 

31712  - 

-      1003 

31752    - 

-  -  554 

31791     •  - 

486 

31831 

1373 

31871 

1295 

31673     ■ 

-  513 

31713 

-  -  177 

31753-  • 

•  •  469 

31792    • 

446 

31832 

1373 

31872 

1333 

31674-  • 

•  -  513 

31714  • 

-  •  1135 

31754  - 

1644 

31793-  -  - 

•  532 

31833 

1345 

31873 

1334 

31675 

-  514 

31715- 

■  ■  765 

31755  - 

•  1644 

31794    -  - 

-  161 

31834 

1290 

31874 

1334 

31676    ■ 

•  -  514 

31716- 

■  -  486 

31756- 

-  101 

31795  -  - 

1333 

31835 

1329 

31875  ■ 

1334 

31677-  • 

-  •  514 

31717  - 

-  -  1279 

31757-  - 

-  -  784 

31796  - 

1275 

31836 

1291 

31876 

-  1334 

31678 

-  •  514 

31718 

-      1146 

31758-  - 

-  -  117 

31797  -  - 

1281 

31837 

1428 

31877  - 

1334 

31679 

-  -  514 

31719   - 

...  99 

31759-  - 

-  -  305 

31798  ■  - 

1282 

31838 

1268 

31878 

1335 

31680 

-  -  515 

31720  - 

-  -  1033 

31760-  • 

•  -  306 

31799     - 

1282 

31839 

1374 

31879 

1295 

31681 

-  -  550 

31721- 

-  -  100 

31761  -  - 

-  1034 

31800  •  • 

1285 

31840 

1291 

31880  - 

1368 

31682 

■  -  515 

31722  - 

-  -  1033 

31762-  - 

-  -  784 

31801  -  - 

1285 

31841 

1374 

31881 

1369 

31683 

•  -  516 

31723- 

-  -  304 

31763  -  - 

-  1034 

31802  -  - 

1286 

31842 

1291 

31882  - 

-  1273 

31684 

-  516 

31724  - 

-      1346 

31764-  • 

•  469 

31803  - 

1286 

31843 

1292 

31883  - 

1271 

31685-  - 

-  -  517 

31725- 

-  -  468 

31765  •  • 

-  •  917 

31804  -  - 

1274 

31844 

1274 

31884  • 

1429 

31686 

-  517 

31726- 

-  -  183 

31766-  • 

•     917 

31805  •  • 

1289 

31845 

1268 

318RS 

•  1368 

31687 

■  -  467 

31727- 

-  -  184 

31767-  - 

-     469 

31806  -  - 

1267 

31846 

1269 

31886  - 

-  1368 

31688    - 

•  •  551 

31728- 

-  -  923 

31768 

31807  -  ■ 

1356 

31847 

1269 

31887  - 

-  1368 

31689 

-  -  551 

31729- 

-  -  468 

Not  Printed 

31808  -  - 

1356 

31848 

1428 

31888  • 

-  1368 

31690-  - 

•  -  915 

31730- 

-  -  184 

31769-  - 

-  -  131 

31809  -  - 

1289 

31849 

1345 

31889  - 

1368 

31691  - 

-  1032 

31731- 

•  •  916 

31770  -  - 

-  1421 

31810  -  - 

1328 

31850 

1282 

31890 

-  1287 

31692 

-  -  -  98 

31732 

-     783 

31771  ■  ■ 

■  1035 

31811  -  - 

1359 

31851 

1426 

31891 

-  1288 

31693 

-  -  467 

31733- 

-  100 

31772  -  - 

-  1035 

31812  -  ■ 

1267 

31852 

1336 

31892 

-  1287 

31694 

•  -  551 

31734- 

-  135 

31773-  • 

•  •  102 

31813  -  - 

1267 

31853 

1338 

31893  - 

■  1288 

31695 

-  -  467 

31735- 

■  100 

31774-  - 

-  •  102 

31814  - 

1342 

31854 

1337 

31894 

-  1288 

316% 

•  •  551 

31736  - 

-  -  1034 

31  •/■/b-  ■ 

■  -  555 

31815 

1428 

31855 

1338 

31895 

1359 

31697 

-  1142 

31737- 

-  •  184 

31776-  - 

•  -  102 

31816 

1328 

31856 

1338 

31896 

1359 

31698 

468 

31738- 

-  -  184 

31777-  - 

-  -  185 

31817  -  - 

1371 

31857 

1338 

31897 

•  1359 

31699 

-  303 

31739- 

-  -  772 

31778 

306 

31818 

1371 

31858 

1338 

31898  • 

1360 

31700 

-  782 

31740- 

•  •  784 

31779  ■  - 

-  1421 

31819     - 

1371 

31859 

1338 

31899 

-  1360 

31701  - 

-  557 

31741 • 

-  184 

31780  ■ 

1035 

31820 

1371 

31860 

1338 

31900 

-  1363 

31702    - 

-     560 

31742- 

-  185 

31781  -  - 

1036 

31821 

1329 

31861 

1339 

31901 

1363 

31703 

1033 

31743- 

185 

31782 

103 

31822  - 

1343 

31862 

1339 

31902 

-  -  -  ? 

31704 

■     552 

31744- 

305 

31783- 

919 

31823 

1422 

31863 

1355 

31903 

-  1363 

31705 

-  ■  553 

31745- 

101 

31784 

-  555 

31824 

1343 

31864 

1369 

31904 

1364 

31706 

•  -  -  99 

31746  - 

•      1420 

31785 

919 

31825 

1344 

31865 

1369 

31905 

1364 

31707 

•     553 

31747 

305 

31786 

-  ■  186 

31826 

1372 

31866 

1369 

31906 

1364 

31708 

-  554 

31748 

1143 

31787    • 

784 

31827 

1344 

31867 

1369 

31907 

1364 

1762 
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Pet# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

PeL# 

P.# 

Pet.# 

P.# 

Pet#          FA 

31908 
31909 
31910 
31911 
31912 
31913 
31914 
31915 
31916 
31917 
31918 


1365 
1367 
1367 
1425 
1425 
1425 
1425 
1426 
1426 
•  •  ? 
1288 


31919  •  •  •  1287  31929 

31920  •  •  •  1296  31930 

31921  •  •  ■  1296  31931 

31922  ■  ■  •  1296  31932 

31923  •  •  ■  1296  31933 

31924  •  •  •  1296  31934 

31925  31935 
Not  Printed  31936 

31926  •  •  ■  1327  31937 

31927  •  ■  ■  1297  31938 

31928  •  ■  •  1346  31939 


1350 
1335 
1335 
1335 
1335 
1336 
1285 
1286 
1656 
1656 
1658 


31940 
31941 
31942 
31943 
31944 
31945 
31946 
31947 
31948 
31949 
31950 


1656 
1659 
1656 
1658 
1659 
1659 
1659 
1658 
1644 
1645 
1646 


31951 
31952 
31953 
31954 
31955 
31956 
31957 
31958 
31959 
31960 
31961 


•  1648 

•  1648 

■  1651 

•  1652 

•  1653 

•  1653 

•  1653 
NONE 

■  1658 

•  1658 

•  1665 


31962  ■  •  •  1659 

31963  •  •  •  1656 

31964  •  •  •  1665 
31965 

Not  Printed 

31966  •  •  •  1686 

31967  •  ■  •  1686 


'    '^.OrrlcH         H.lpirqY«.r  child  SUIVivinO  MptHJ «"  OiW 

Fi-i:!:5:      Q^jgj'    M^camag*  I  Divorce 


FaithHo 


^S^sM 


Support  families  with  these  practical, 
easy-to-read  booklets.  Developed  by 
pastors  and  therapists,  each  8-page 
booklet  offers: 

•  Concrete  advice  from  family  therapists 

•  Example  stories  and  action  steps 

•  Spiritual  support  for  parents 

•  Suggested  books  for  home  use 

FaithHome  for  Parents  booklets  can  be 
used  for  teacher  training,  in  parenting 
classes,  or  in  lobby  displays  where  families 
gather. 

Sampler  Pack,  (one  each  of  1 2  booklets) 
CAO-089093.  $12.00 
Starter  Set.  ( Package  of  1 2  on  each  topic, 
plus  a  tabletop  display  rack) 
CAO-089 166.  $144.00 


€r-.£^te-§byiy 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR 
COKESBURY  STORE 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE: 

1 -800-672- 1789 

To  ORDER  VIA  THE  INTERNET, 

VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT 

www.cokesbury.com 
•  t  • 

Sotis/octton  Quaranteed! 

Pnccj  iuhitcl  U)  I'lwnjfc  utAiuc  noikc 
ShipfNrVi  c^  fidiuJlmjl  cxira . 
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Petition  Listing  by  Submission  Source 


A  DimJ  Ar(o.  Baltimore- Wuhington 

3I547.FA-806.12-D 
A  Spencer  Turnipseed,  Jr.  Alabama 

3I907-HE-358  2-D 
A.  Doney.  Ingkside  Whitfield  UMC.  Chicago,  IL 

3l346-HE-NonDi$-0 
A.  Doney.  Ingleside  Whiineld  UMC.  Chicago.  IL:  St 

James;  E  Lockinour 

31345-HE-NonDii-O 
A.  Dorsey.  Ingleside  Whiineld  UMC.  Chicago. 

IL:BMCR,3indv;MI  AC;SU»mesUMC 

3l347-HE-NonDi$-0 
A.  Spencer  Tumipieed  Jr  3091 7-HE-35 1  ID 

A.  Spencer  Turnipseed.  Alabama.  Jerry  Ecken 

3092I-HE-358.I-D 
A  SpcTKcr  Tumipseed.  Jr,  Alabama 

30923-HE-358  2-D 
A  Spencer  Tumipseedjr.  Alabama 

30924-HE-358  3-D 
Ad  Bd  and  COM.  First  UMC.  Enteiphse.  AL;ICh 

Coun.  2  AdSd.  30204-FO-65.J-D 
Ad  Bd.  Belmont.  Johnstown,  PA;  2AdCouncil 

3066l-FO-NonDi$-O 
Ad  Board  &  COM,  First  UMC,  Enterprise.  AL 

30203-FO-II7.D 
Ad  Board  &  COM.  Fint  UMC.  Enterprise.  AL;  I 

AdCoun30207-FO-RI-U 
Ad  Board  A.  COM,  First  UMC,  Enterprise,  AL;I  indiv 

30:06-HE-40g-D 

Ad  BoanJ,  Belmont  UMC,  Johnstown,  PA 

30666-FO-NonDi$-0 
Ad  Board,  Belmont  UMC,  Johnstown,  PA 

30699-FO-30-C 
Ad  Board,  Buckhom  UMC,  Dexter,  Georgia 

30487-CO-502.4-D 
Ad  Board,  LitUe  Mtn  UMC,  Winchester,  VA 

31362-HE-NooDis-O 
Ad  Co.  Kellogg  UMC,  Kellogg,  lA;  I  AdCoun 

30665-FO-NonDts-O 
Ad  Co.  Kellogg.  Kellogg.  I  A.  I  AdCoun 

30664-FO-NonDis-D 
Ad  Council.  Central  UMC.  Decatur.  IL 

3I070.FO-65G-D 
Ad  Council.  Central  UMC.  Decatur.  ILL 

3I009-CO-509-D 
Ad  Council,  Central  UMC,  Decatur,  llluwis 

3IO«)-FO-6$C-D 

Ad  Council.  Central  UMC.  Decatur.  Illinoil 

3I080-FO.«5J-D 
Ad  Council.  Epwofth  UMC.  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

30619-FO-NonDis-O 
AD  Council.  Epwonh  UMC.  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30648-CS-NonDi»-O 
Ad  council,  Epwonh.  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30628-FO-65  CD 
Ad  Council,  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30629-FO-65  G-D 
Ad  cowKil,  Epwonh.  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

30630-FO-«5  G-D 
Ad  council.  Epwonh.  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

30631-FO-66.H-D 
Ad  council.  Epwonh.  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

30632-FO-70-D 
Ad  council,  Epwonh.  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30634.FO-304J-D 
Ad  council,  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

3O636-HE-306  4-D 
Ad  council,  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30637-HE-315  9-D 


Ad  council,  Epwonh.  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

30638-HE-321  4-D 
Ad  couiKil,  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30639-HE-321  4-D 
Ad  council,  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30640-HE-326.7-D 
Ad  council,  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

3064I-HE-326-D 
Ad  couiKil.  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30642-GJ-2624.1-D 
Ad  council,  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

30643-FO-II7-D 
Ad  council.  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

30644-LC-245.5-D 
Ad  council,  Epworth.  Oklahoma  City,  OK 

30645-HE-635.3-D 
Ad  Council,  Epworth,  Oklahoma  City.  OK 

30647-CS-R540-U 
Ad  council,  Epwonh,  Oklahoma  City.  OK;  Bruce  W. 

Spangler  30635-HE-306  4-D 
Ad  Council,  Epworth,  Oklahoma  City,  OK;  Jeanne 

Knepper  30646-FA-8 1 1 . 1  -D 
Ad  counciL  Epworth,  Oklahoma  City,  OK;Jeanne 

Knepper  30633-FO-70-D 
Ad  Council,  Forest  Part,  Lima,  OH, 

7AdBd;57indiv;2ChConf 

306I3-FO-66.H-D 
Ad  Council,  Jefferson  Avenue  UMC,  Moberly,  MO; 

IChCoun  31029-GJ-2626.3-D 
Ad  Council,  Kellogg  UMC.  Kellogg,  L^;  I  AdCoun 

30663-FO-NonDis-O 
Ad  Council,  Moreland  UMC,  Wooster, 

OH  JAdCo;274ind;  1 SS;  I  UMC;  I  AC; 

30208-FO-304.3-D 
Ad  Council.  North  Clairmont  UMC,  San  Diego,  CA 

James  R.  Hill  31064-FO-6S.C-D 
Ad  Council,  Pleasant  Valley  UMC,  Winchester,  VA;  3 

iiidiv31361-DI-62-D 
Ad  Council,  Scaford  UMC,  Seaford.  NY;  I  AdBd;2 

ChCoun;2indiv  31355-FO-NonDis-O 
Ad  Council,  Seaford  UMC,  Seaford,  NY;  3AdBd;  S 

AdCoun  3 1 277-FO-NonDi5-0 
Ad  Council,  Showers  Memonal  UMC,  Olean,  NY 

31352-CO-NonDis-O 
Ad  CounciL  Showers  Memonal  UMC,  Olean,  NY 

31353-CO-NonDis-O 

Ad  CounciL  Visialia  UMC,  Visalia,  CA 
30934-HE-414  5-D 

Ad  CounciL  Zion  UMC,  Marshfield,  Wl. 

7AdBd.33indiv;  I  ChConf;  I  AC 
30494-FO-65  G-D 

Ad.  Board,  First  UMC,  Guntenville,  Alabama; 

7AdCo;2AdBd.WI  30482-FO-304,!-D 

Ad.  Council.  Forest  Park  UMC.  Lima. 

Ohio,3  AdCoun;  I  QuaiCoun;2AdBd 
30492-FA-806  l-D 

Ad.  Council,  Nonh  Ctairemont  UMC,  San  Dicgo,  CA 
3I0O6-HE-40O-D 

Ad.  Council,  Vale  UMC,  VaJe,  Oregon. 

2  AdBd.2AC,20Sindiv;  1  SS 

30488-FO-65  CD 
Ad.Council,  Forest  Park  UMC,  Lima,  Ohio  I  Ad 

Council  30241FO-65.J-D 
Ad.Council,  Forest  Park  UMC.  Lima,Ohio. 

SAdCo;  1 5ind,  lChCo.2AdBd,  1  LCh 

30237-FO-65  G-D 

Admin.  Council,  Cheney  UMC.  Cheney.  Washington 
30004-Dl-NonDu-O 

Admin.  CotmciL  Grace  UMC.  Willard.  OH;  3  AdBd. 
Nina  Sozansky  300I7-HE-I4I8-D 


Admin.  Council,  Plymouth  UMC.  Plymouth.  OH;  2 

AC;4  ADCoun;98  indiv. 

3000I-FO-304.3-D 
Administrative  Board,  Barry  Salem  UMC, 

Weishample,  PA  31840.FO-NonDif-O 
Administrative  Board,  First  UMC,  Fowlerville,  Ml 

3O953-FA-806.I-D 
Administrative  Board,  Middleburg  UMC,  Middleburg, 

OH;  I  Ad  Council.  I  Ad  Board 

30963-HE-I4I9-D 
Administrative  Board,  Mineral  Springs  UMC.  Mineral 

Springs.  NC  3 1 750-CS-NonDis-O 
Administrative  Board,  St.  Paul  UMC,  East  Alton.  IL 

30266-GJ-NonDis-O 
Administrative  Council  of  Westgate  UMC.  Westgate 

UMC.  Columbus.  OH  3l9g7-FO-65  CD 
Administrative  Council  Pleasant  View  UMC.  Pleasant 

View  UMC.  Kellogg.  lA 

31988-FO-NonDis-O 
Administrative  Council.  Capital  Hill  UMC.  Washing- 
ton. DC;UMStudent  Assoc  of  AmUniv 

31654-FO-65-D 
Administrative  CouikiI,  First  UMC,  Honon,  KS 

30271-HE-NonDi$-O 
Administrative  Council,  First  UMC,  Jenks,  OK 

3I632-FO-65-D 
Administrative  Council,  Fiist  UMC,  Joplin,  MO:  St 

Andrews's  Ad  Council 

3I472-HE-328.1-D 
Administrative  Council,  First  UMC,  Navasoia,  TX 

31694-FO-NonDis-O 
Administrative  Council,  Grace  UMC,  Willard,  Ohio;  2 

ChCo;  5  AdCo;  2  AdBd 

30229-HE-633  2-D 
Administrative  council,  Nonh  Clairmont  UMC.  San 

Diego,  CA  3I025-FA-25(X>-D 
Administrative  Council,  Patterson  Memorial  UMC, 

Nashville.  TN  30091-CO-603.8-D 
Adminisirauve  Council,  Patterson  Memonal  UMC, 

Nashville,  TN  3 1 789-GJ-2602-D 
Administrative  Couiwil,  Patterson  Memorial  UMC, 

Nashville,  TN  3 1 79O-GJ-2606-D 
Administrative  Council,  Pleasant  View  UMV, 

Kellogg,  lA  31333-LC-NonDi$-0 
Administrative  Council,  Providence  UMC,  Morris,  Al- 
abama 3 1 S23-CO-M2  4-D 
Administrative  Council,  Providence  UMC,  Moms,  Al- 
abama 3 1 524-CO-602 .5-D 
Administrative  Council,  Providence  UMC.  Morris.  Al- 
abama 3 1525- LC-253  2-D 

Administrative  Council.  Rural  UMC.  Carlinvillc,  ILL 

31689-FO-NonDis-O 
Administrative  Council,  University  UMC.  Madison. 

WI.3AdBd;MFSA,3CH,AmUnUMStAss 

0  3I653-FO-65-D 
Administntive  Council,  Visalia  UMC.  Visalia.  CA 

30976-LC-2547-D 
Administrauve  CounciL  Visalia  UMC,  Visalia,  Ca 

30980-GJ-2624  ID 
Administrative  Council,  Visalia  UMC,  Vtsalia,  CA.  I 

Ad  Board  30961-HE-1417.2-D 

Afnca  30199-CC-NonDi»-O 

Afnca  30260-FO-NonDis-O 

AK  Missionary.  Maretu  I  si  UMC  TaskFone  oa 
Denon30623-HE-3I5  4-D 

Alabama- West  Flonda.  East  Ohio,  Richard  R  Haight 

31077-FO-«5J-D 
Alabama- WFL  and  others  30I23-HE-321  4-D 
Alabwna-WFIonda  30257-FO-NanDa-O 
Alabwna-WFIorida  30259-CS-NanDit<} 
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Alaska  Missionary  30620-DI-I1I2.4-D 
Alaska  Missionar)'  3062I-GJ-704-D 
Alaska  Missionary  30622-FO-304.I-D 
Alaska  Missionary  30624-HE-3I5.5-D 
Alaska  Missionary  30625-HE-315.6-D 
A 1 1  ison  Cambre.  Houston  3 1 340-H  E-NonDis-O 
Allison  Cambre.  Texas  30999-HE-315-D 
Allison  Cambre,  Texas  3  I002-HE-329.2-D 
Allison  Cambre,  Texas  3I003-HE-33I.1-D 
Allison  Cambre,  Texas  3 I452-HE-3 17. 2-D 
Allison  Cambre,  Texas;  Ronald  Greilich 

31008-CO-407.I-D 
Allison  Cambre,  TX  3I496-HE-4I0-D 
Allison  Gambre,  Texas  30994-LC-258.2-D 
Allison  Gambre,  Texas  30996-FO-303,2-D 
Alvin  J  Honon,  VA;  Lonnie  Brooks 

3I503-HE-427.3-D 
Alvin  J  Honon,  Virginia  3 1 6 1 1  -IC-O-C 
AL-WFL30128-HE-326-D 
AL-WFL,  andolhers30nO-FA-82l.l-D$ 
Andrew  D  Reicherl.  SW  TX  3  I635-FO-65-D 
Angela  Brown,  Belmont  UMC,  Nashville,  TN 

3l76l-HE-NonDis-0 
Ann  Briiion,  Beach  Lake  UMC,  Beach  Lake,  PA 

3I792-FA-82I-D 
Ann  Briiion,  Beach  Lake  UMC,  Beach  Lake,  PA 

31793-FO-NonDis-O 
Ann  Bniion,  Beach  Lake  UMC,  Beach  Lake.  PA;  Sue 

JaneSilvey3l794-CO-l2-C 
Annual  Conference  Delegation,  North  Indiana 

3I030-HE-340.6-D 
Annual  Conference  Delegation,  North  Indiana 

3I03I-HE-340.7-D 

Annual  Conference  Delegation,  North  Indiana 

3I032-HE-364.I-D 
Annual  Conference  Delegation,  North  Indiana 

31033-CO-602.1-D 
Annual  Conference.  South  Carolina;  TN;  Minn;  SEJ 

BMCR  30256-HE-NonDis-O$ 
Alaiee  Pounders,  Sidney  UMC,  Sidney,  Arkansas 

31372-FO-NonDis-O 
Augusta  S.  Carruth,  First  UMC,  Brunswick,  Georgia 

31342-FA-NonDis-O! 
Baltimore-Washington  30 1 56-CS-NonDis-O 
Barbara  Armentroul,  Daylon,  OH 

31759-DI-NonDis-O 
Barbara  Presutti,  Chapel  Hill  UMc,  Indianapolis.  IN 

3I795-GJ-4-C 
BCS,  WI3I89I-FO-304.2-D 
Bd  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Kansas  West 

30574-HE-3l5,l-D 
Bccrly  L  Wilkes.  Illinois  Great  Rivers 

31809-FO-NonDis-O 
Beth  A  Holtcn.  Belmont  UMC.  Dayton.  OH 

3I540-FO-R694-U 
Beth  Patterson.  First  UMC.  Lubbock,  TX 

30078-FO-65.C-D 

Beverly  I  Price,  First  UMC,  Plymouth,  IN;  85  Indiv;2 
AdBd30024-GJ-8ll,5-D$ 

Bilha  R.  Alcgria,  Brentwood  UMC.  Brentwood.  TN 
30234-CO-605.3-D 

Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Dakotas 
31838-CS-NonDis-O 

Board  of  Laity.  Baltimore- Washington 
31?67-DI-NonDis-0 

Boanl  of  Laity,  Baltimore-Washington  A.C. 
30896-DI-272.3-D 

Board  of  Lay  Ministry,  Troy  3 I426-LC-253-D 

Board  of  Lay  Ministry,  Troy;  NEJ  Episcopacy  Com- 
mittee 3 1490-CO-405-D 


Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  N  Arkansas 

306I0-HE-326.3-D 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  North  Arkansas 

30607-HE-306.2-D 
Board  ofOrdained  Ministry,  North  Arkansas 

30608-HE-315.4-D 
Board  ofOrdained  Ministry,  North  Arkansas 

30609-HE-3I5.6-D 
Board  ofOrdained  Ministry,  North  Arkansas 

30914-HE-343.I-D 
Board  ofOrdained  Ministry,  North  Arkansas 

30915-HE-343.2-D 
Board  ofOrdained  Ministry,  North  Arkansas 

30964-HE-I426.2-D 
Board  ofOrdained  Ministry,  Western  New  York 

31473-HE-328.3-D 
Board  ofOrdained  Ministry,  Western  New  York 

3I474-HE-335-D 
Board  ofOrdained  Ministry,  Western  NY 

3I477-HE-306.2-D 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Care,  West  Michigan 

31577-FA-1506.2-D 
Board  of  Pensions,  No.Georgia  AC 

30670-FA-1506.I5-D 
Bob  Parrot,  TX  3 1 544-G J-72 1  -D 
Bob  Parrott,  Texas  3 I422-LC-204-D 
Bob  Parrott,  TX  3 1 6 1 8-FO-6 1  -D 
Bobby  E  Via  Jr,  Union  UMC.  Union,  WVA 

31736-HE-NonDis-O 
Brian  King,  Potsdam  UMC.  Potsdam,  OH 

3164I-FO-65-D 
C.  Karen  Covey  Moore,  Peninsula-Delaware 

30054-HE-412-D 
C.T."Kip"  Howlell.  Metropolitan  Memorial  UMC, 

Washington.  D.C.;  Sara  Pnie 

30989-CS-R59-U 
Cabinet,  Cal-Pacific  30977-LC-2548.5-D 
California  Nevada;6  AC;  I  local  ch;  UMM  BW 

30I34-GJ-266-D 
California-Nevada  171  indiv.  30I45-FO-65.G-D 
California-Nevada  30I3I-FO-67-D 
California-Nevada  30132-CS-R55-U 
California-Nevada  30135-FO-66.C-D 
California-Nevada  30 1 37-LC-204-D 
California-Nevada  30138-LC-229. 1 -D 
California-Nevada  30 1 39-LC-254.2-D 
California-Nevada  30I40-LC-262. 2-D 
California-Nevada  30I4I-HE-305-D 
California-Nevada  30I42-HE-331, 3-D 
California-Nevada  30I48-HE-306.4-D 
California-Nevada  30I50-GJ-2602-D 
California-Nevada  301 65-FO-O-D 
California-Nevada  30195-FO-64-D 
California-Nevada  30I96-FO-64-D 
California-Nevada,  5AC;1  AdCouncil;  273  indiv. 

30I46-FO-304.3-D 
Califomia-Nevada,No.NcwJcrsey,NY;  8indiv 

30I44-FO-65.C-D 
California-Nevada;  6  indiv;  I  local  church 

30147-HE-306.4-D 
California-Nevada;  Margaret  Hansen 

30136-FO-I17-D 
California-Nevada;  Oregon-Idaho 

30149-FA-806.12-D 
CaI-Nev,5AdCo;7ind;MinnAC;2Churches;4  org 

30I33-FA-806.12-D 
Cal-Ncv;Troy;Rocky  Mtn;  and  others 

30097-FA-NonDis-O$ 
Cal-Pacific  3 1023-GJ-NonDis-O 
Cal-Pacific  31264-CS-NonDis-O 


Cal-Pacific  31265-FO-66-D 

Cal-Pacific  3 1 266-HE-311-D 

Cal-Pacific  3I267-HE-314-D 

Cal-Pacific  31268-LC-249.12-D 

Cal-Pacific  31269-HE-333-D 

Cal-Pacific  31 270-HE-333-D 

Cal-Pacific  3127I-HE-333.1-D 

Cal-Pacific  31272-FA-6I7-D 

Cal-Pacific  3 1273-FA-621-D 

Cal-Pacific  3 1 274-FA-522.2-D 

Cal-Pacific  3I275-FA-622.2-D 

Calvin  B  Johnson,  VA  31732-GJ-NonDis-O 

Caria  Thompson,  Christ  UMC,  Memphis,  TN;  3  indiv 
3I079-FO-65.J-D 

Carla  Thompson,  Christ  UMC,  Memphis,  TN;  377  in- 
dividuals 3097 1 -IC-2400-D 

Carla  Thompson,  Christ  UMC,  Memphis,  TN;  398  in- 
dividuals 30970-IC-2402.3-D 

Carles  Cniichfield,  New  Mexico  3 1 5 I4-CO-508-D 

Carmelia  L  Matias,  Commission  on  Deaconess  Ser- 
vice 3 1506-CO-30-C 

Carol  M.  Reed,  Asbury  First  UMC,  Rochester,  NY 

Edward  A.  O'Conner  30246-FO-65.G-D 

Carol  M.  Reed,  Asbury  First  UMC,  Rochester,  NY, 
507ind;2AC;5AdCo;7RecCong; 
30247-FO-65.C-D 

Caroline  Wilson,  Englewood  UMC,  Englewood,  FL 

364  indiv  30947-GJ-702-D 
Carolyn  Braddy,  5  individuals  3O880-LC-222-D 

Carolyn  M  Marshall.  General  Conference  Secretary, 

Veedersburg,  IN  31718-CC-535.3-D 
Catherine  Newlin.  South  Indiana  242  indiv. 

30188-FO-65.G-D 
Catherine  Newlin.  South  Indiana  263  indiv. 

30200-GJ-4-C 
Catherine  Newlin.  South  Indiana;  256  individuals 

30I87-HE-331,I-D 
Catherine  Newlin.  South  Indiana;  336 

indiv.;2UMC;2AC;9  organiza. 

30I89-FO-65.C-D 
Catheme  Newlin.  South  Indiana;  189  INDIV;  Pacific 

NW  Conf  30190-FO-304  3-D 
Cecila  K.  Sledge.  Beavercreek.  OH  30008-FO-65.J-D 
Charge  Conference,  Grace  UMC,  Springfield,  IL 

31752-FO-NonDis-O 
Charles  Crutchfield,  Central  UMC,  Albuquerque,  NM 

31698-FA-NonDis-O 
Charies  D.  White.  Jr,  Western  North  Carolina 

30224-HE-315.3-D 
Charies  D.  White.  Western  NC  3091 1-HE-337-D 
Charles  D.  White,  Western  NC  30912-HE-338-D 
Charies  E  O'Brian,  Bethany  UMC,  Johnstown,  PA 

3I679-FO-68-D 
Charies  Lett.  First  UMC.  Ithaca,  Michigan 

30I17-FO-304.3-D 
Charles  R  Dilks,  Holslon  31754-CS-NonDis-O 
Charies  R  Moore.  SW  TX  3l68l-FO-NonDis-0 
Charies  Sigman.  Arkansas  30940-CO-562-D 
Charles  Sigman,  Arkansas  30942-CO-60I-D 
Charles  Sigman,  Little  Rock  31354-HE-NonDis-O! 
Charles  Sloca.  First  UMC.  Fairfield,  Iowa;  Irene  John- 
son 30236-GJ-NonDis-O 
Charles  W  Bush,  First  UMc.  Montgomery.  AL 

3I543-GJ-721-D 
Charles  W  Bush,  First  UMC,  Montgomery.  AL 

31537-FO-65-D 
Charles  W  Bush,  First  UMC,  Montgomery,  AL 

31666-FO-66-D 
Charles  W  Bush,  First  UMC,  Montgomery,  AL 

31687-FA-NonDis-O 
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Ouries  W  Bush.  Fin>  UMC.  Monigomcry.  AL 
]l74}-CO-NonDi$-0 

Cluiles  W  Ponerficld.  Indianapolis.  IN 
J0895-DI-:70-D 

Chna  UMC.  Mayneld.  KY:  I  indiv 
30925-HE-358  ID 

Chna  UMC.  Mayfield.  KY.  I  AdBd 
J0956-FA-8II  $-D 

Chng  UMC.  MayHeld.  KY;  66  individuals 

3093:-HE-«l3.3-D 
Chnsl  UMC.  Mayfield.  KY;Thomas  A  Lambrcchi 

3093I-HE-II3.I-D 
Chnsiian  Forum  Class.  First  UMC.  Renton,  WA 

30035-FO-65  CD 
Chnsiian  Forum  Class.  First  UMC,  Renton,  WA 

30036-FO-65  F-D 
Chnsiun  Forum  Class.  First  UMC.  Renton.  WA 

30037-FO-65  G-D 

Christian  Forum  Class.  First  UMC,  Renton,  WA 
30038-FO-65  H-D 

Church  &  Community  Ministry  Committee,  West  Vir- 
ginia 30:30-CS-NonDis-O$ 

Church  and  Society.  New  England;  85  indiv. 
30I80-FO-304  3-D 

Church  Conference.  Central  UMC.  East  Laurinburg. 
NC  306:7-FA-828-D$ 

Church  Conference.  Central.  East  Launnburg.  NC; 
Clarence  Dinnen  30626-HE-48-C 

Church  Conference.  Thurmonl  UMC.  Thurmoni. 
MD;Kentucky  AC  3 1 390-FO-65 J-D 

Church  Council.  First  UMC.  Mooreslown.  NJ 
3l735-CS-NonDis-0$ 

Church  Council.  Zion  UMC.  Manhfield.  Wl. 
47AdBd;2churchcoun;IOindv 
50603-FO-65  G-D 

Church  Council.  Zion  UMC.  Marshneld.  WI;  4  Ad 
Bd;  I  Ch  Co.  78  indiv 
3060I-HE-4I5  6-D 

Clare  S  Hall.  Florida  315 IO-CO-502-D 

Clare  S  Hall.  Florida  31511  -CO-5 1 3-D 

CUyton  D  Hamnger.  WPA  3 1 799-FO-65-D 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History.  SEJ 
3I519-IC-530.I-D 

Commission  on  Lay  Empowerment,  Central  PA 
3III2-DI-270  1-D 

Commission  on  Lay  Empowerment,  Central  PA 
3IIIJ-DI-271  l-D 

Commission  on  Lay  Empowerment,  Central  PA 
3II14-D1-272-D 

Commission  on  Lay  Empowerment,  Cential  PA 
3III5-DI-249  1I-D 

Commission  on  Missions/Outreach,  WNC,  Greens- 
boro. NC  30605-GJ-268-D 

Commission  on  Missiofu/Outreach,  WNCC,  Greens- 
boro. NC  306O4-GJ-266-D 

Conference  Committee  on  Standing  Rules,  Mississippi 
300IO-HE-332  ID 

Conference  Committee  on  Sunding  Rules,  Mississippi 
Conference  30018-HE-332  ID 

Conference  Eiecuiivc  Team,  UMW,  Western  PA 

30673-GM-NonDis-O 
Conneciioiul  Process  Team  (CPT)  31 121-GJ-267-D 
Coonectional  Process  Team  (CPT)  31 I22-GJ-70I-D 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT)  31 I23-GJ-702  l-D 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT)  31 124-GJ-703.I-D 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT)  31 I2S-GJ-7I3-D 
Conneciional  Process  Team  (CPT)  31 126-GJ-7I9-D 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT)  31 127-GJ-906-D 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT)  3 1 1 28-GJ-906-D 
Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT) 

3II29-CJ-906I6-D 
Cooneetiooal  Proceu  Team  (CPT)  3 1 1 30-GJ-907  1  -D 


Connectional  Process  Team  (CPT)  31  I3I-GJ-907.5-D 

Connie  Hammond.  McKendree  UMC.  Columbus.  OH 
3l75l-GM-NonDis-0 

Cooperative  Parish  Ministry  Leadership  Team.  Syl- 
vania,  AL  31368-GJ-NonDis-O 

Copeland  Oaks,  Health  and  Welfare  Agency,  in  cove- 
nant w/East  Ohio  AC,  OH 
31572-GM-1326-D 

Core  Planning  Group  of  UMW,  NEJ 
31457-HE-3I5.4-D 

Council  of  Bishop,  Jack  Tuell,  Assistant  Secretary 
3IOI3-GJ-72I-D 

Council  of  Bishops  30927-CO-405-D 

Council  of  Bishops  30928-CO-  -V 

Council  of  Bishops  3 1207-GJ-72 1  -D 

Council  of  Bishops  3 1 208-HE-423. 1 3-D 

Council  of  Bishops  31 373-CS-NonDis-O 

Council  of  Bishops  3 1 379-FO-NonDi$-0 

Council  on  Ministries,  B-W,  Bd.  of  Laity  of  SNJ  AC. 
30892-GJ-266-D 

Council  on  Ministries,  Roanoke  District,  Roanoke, 
VA3067l-HE-NonDis-O 

Course  of  Study  Advance  Class,  Duke  Divinity 
School,  Durham,  NC 
30184-HE-NonDis-O 

CPT3193(K}J-90I-D 

CPT3I93I-GJ-902-D 

CPT3I932-GJ-903-D 

CPT31933-GJ-904-D 

CPT3I934-GJ-905-D 

CPT31967-GJ-NonDis-0 

Cynthia  L.  Havhk,  The  Woodlands  UMC,  The  Wood- 
lands, TX  302I(M:S-628  2-D 

D.  Max  Whitfield,  Charles  D.  VSIiiie  Jr 
30I04-CO-33-C 

Dale  DeLong,  Calvary  UMC,  Circ'leville,  OH;  12  indi- 
viduals 30945-IC-641-D 

Dale  E  Aulin,  NC  NY  3 1 778-DI-NonDis-O 

Dan  Beirer,  Hanland  UMC,  Hanland,  Ml 
31092-FO-65J-D 

Dan  Henry,  Friendship  UMC,  Bolingbrook.  ILL 
31839-HE-NonDis-O 

Daniel  C  Anchea  Jr.  Philippines  31 787-GJ-NonDi$-0 

Daniel  C.  Anchea  Jr.  Philippines  3 1672 -GJ-NonDis-O 

Darrell  b.  Adams,  Mineral'Mt  Pleasant,  Mt  Pleasant. 
VA31046-CO-33-C 

Darrell  B  Adams,  Ml  Pleasant.  VA  31979.CO-602-D 

Darren  Cushman  Wood.  South  Indiana 

30289-GJ-715  l-D 
Darren  Cushnun  Wood.  South  Indiana 

30290-GJ-7I5-D 
Darren  Cushman  Wood,  South  Indiana 

30291-FA-2520-D 
Darren  Cushman  Wood,  South  Indiana 

30292-CS-R440-U 
Darryl  Fairchild,  West  Ohio  3 1 594-GJ-2602-D 
David  A  Rash.  VA  3 1 709-LC-NonDis-O 
David  A  Rash.  VA  31720-HE-NonDi$-O 
David  A  Rash.  Virginia  31 423-LC-218-D 
David  A  Rash.  Virgmia3l436-LC-262D 
David  A  Rash.  Virginia  31 460-HE-3 15  9-D 
David  A  Raih,  Virginia  3146g-HE-326-D 
David  A  Rash,  Virginu3l470-HE-326  6-D 
David  J  Uw.  First  UMC.  Northville.  Ml 

31823-IC-NonDis-O 

David  K  Johnson,  Bering  Memonal  UMC,  Houston, 

TX  3191  l-LC-206  l-D 
Divkd  K  Johnson.  Benng  Memonal  UMC.  Houston. 

TX3I9I2-LC-245-D 
Dnid  L  Severe.  OK  3I53I-CM-63I  J-D 


David  L  Severe.  OK  3 1 S34-HE-633  2-D 
David  L  Severe.  Oklahoma  3I43I-LC-254  2-D 
David  L  Taylor  Jr.  North  Indiana  3181 1-HE-319-D 
David  L.  Severe.  OK  31440-LC-263  l-D 
David  L  Severe,  OK  31482-HE-355  ID 
David  M  Stanley,  Wesley  UMC.  Muscatine,  lA  and 

Jean  Leu  Stanley  3154I-GJ-705-D 
David  M  Stanley,  Wesley  UMC.  Muscatine.  lA  Jean 

Leu  Sianley  3I548-FA-806-D 
David  M  Stanley,  Wesley  UMC,  Muscaunc.  lA;  341 

indiv  3I518-CO-5I0  2-D 
David  M  Sianley,  Wesley  UMC,  Muscatine,  Iowa 

31606-FO-200-D 

David  M  Sianley,  Wesley  UMC,  Muscatine.  Iowa 
Jean  Leu  Stanley  31 648-FO-65-D 

David  M  Sianley,  Wesley  UMC,  Muscatine.  Iowa; 

Jean  Leu  Sianley  3 1 5 1 6-CO-509-D 
David  M.  Smith,  Nonh  Arkansas  30I86-HE-633  l-D 
David  MacMurdo.  Cal-Nevada  30672-CS-NonDis-O 
David  O  Stiles  3 1 890-FO-304-D 
David  OiT.  North  Arkansas  30883-LC-249.12-D 
David  Taylor  3I895-HE-3I9-D 
Davis  Roy  Carothers.  Mississippi  3I970-HE-355  l-D 
Dawn  Yclvenon.  Nashville.  TN  30910-HE-332.5-D 
Dawn  Yelvenon.  Nashville.  Tn  3I054-FO-65  C-D 
Dawn  Yelverton.  Nashville.  TN;  2 

UMC;  I  AC;60indiv;  1  AdCoun 

3090I-FO-304.3-D 
Delos  Cortierman.  South  Caroliru 

3l04l-FA-NonDis-O 
Delos  Corderman.  South  Carolina;  9  individuals 

3l014-GJ-NonDi$-O 
Desert-Southwest  30107-DI-NonDis-O 
Desen-Souihwest;  1  AdCoun  301 13-GM-NonDis-O 
Detroit  &  others  &  individuals  30023-CO-33-C 
Detroit  3(X)25-CS-64-D 
Detroit  30027-LC-254.2-D 
Detroit  30028-LC-256-D 
Detroit  3(X)29-HE-355. l-D 
Detroit  3(X)33-CS-NonDis-0 
Detroit  Annual  Conference  31 982-HE-33-C 
Detroit.  UM  Rural  Fellowship  3003I-HE-434-D 
Detroit,  WI.  &  UMRural  Fellowship.  &  2  indiv 

30026-LC-206  3-D 

Detroit;  2  indiv;  UM  Rural  Fellowship 

30032-FA-NonDi$-OS 
Detroit;  Wisconsin  UM  Rural  Fellowship 

3003O-HE-355  6-D 
Diana  H.  Quinton.  Collierville  UMC,  Collierville,  TN 

3I078-FO-65J-D 
Diane  Blandford  &  Claire  Eraser,  St  Paul's  UMC, 

Houston,  TX  3 1 805-FO-NonDts-O 

District  Council  on  Ministnes,  La  Grange.  Georgia. 
Jonathan  Carlsen  31341-GM-NanDis-OS 

Donald  E  Messer.  Rocky  Mtn  31774-CSNonDts-O 

Donald  E  Messer.  Rocky  Mtn.  William  J  Abr>- 

ham-SW  TX  3 1 708-FO-NooDis-O 
Donald  Elknberger.  Columbus  UMC.  Columbus.  NC 

30039-CS-R535-U 
Donald  F  Guest.  Northern  Illinois  30885-LC-249-D 
Donald  F  Guest.  Nonhem  Illinoii  30900-FO-304  3-D 
Donald  F  Guest.  Northern  Illinois  30907-HE-33I  ID 
Donald  F  Guest.  Northern  Illinois  3I975-FO-65  C-D 
Donald  J  Cunningham,  Cal-Nev  3I005-HE-3S5-D 
Donna  R  Duke,  Englewood  UMC,  Venjcc,  FL,  355 

individuals  31 260-IC-O-D 
Donna  R  Duke,  Englewood  UMC,  Vemce,  FL,  356 

individuab3l26l-IC-0-D 
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Donna  R.  Duke.  Englewood  UMC,  Venice,  FL;  414 
indiv3l263-GJ-0-D 

Donna  R.  Duke,  Englewood  UMC.  Venice,  FL;  6 
indiv3l259-CS-0-D 

Donna  R.  Duke.  Englewood  UMC,  Venice.  FL;  8 

indiv31252-GJ-NonDis-0! 
Dorsey  H  Walker,  North  Alabama 

31690-GM-NonDis-O 
E  Myma  Bernadel-Huey,  Cal-Nevada 

3I902-HE-349-D 
Earl  R  Black.  Illinois  Great  Rivers  3 I498-HE-413-D 
Earl  R  Black,  Illinois  Great  Rivers  31 500-HE-4l6,7-D 
Earl  RBlack,  Illinois  Great  rivers  31529-CO-606.9-D 
Earl  R  Black,  lllinoisGreal  Rivers  31533-HE-633.I-D 
Earl  R  Black,  Illinois  Great  Rivers  31 536-HE-635-D 
Earl  R  Black,  Illinois  Great  Rivers  31 539-HE-659-D 
Earl  R  Black,  lllinoisGreal  Rivers  3 I601-GJ-2623-D 
Earl  R  Black,  Illinois  Great  Rivers 

31724-GJ-NonDis-O 
Earl  R.  Black,  lllinoisGreal  Rivers 

3I481-HE-35I.4-D 
Earl  R.  Black,  Rocky  Mtn  3I493-CO-406-D 
East  Ohio  3088 1 -LC-227-D 
East  Ohio  30893-GJ-268-D 
East  Ohio  309I3-HE-340-D 
East  Ohio  30920-HE-355-D 
East  Ohio  30946-HE-659.I-D 
EastOhio3l040-GJ-4-C 
EastOhio3l052-FO-65.C-D 
EastOhio31089-FO-67.D-D 
East  Ohio  31381  -GM-NonDis-O 
East  Ohio  3 1 382-CS-NonDis-O 
East  Ohio  3 1 383-GM-NonDis-O 
EastOhio3l384-FO-65-D 
East  Ohio  UMM  3I584-IC-2303-D 
East  Ohio;  I  Ad  Council;  Wisconsin  AC 

30960-HE-14l7,2-D 
Edward  A  Kail,  Iowa  31807-GM-NonDis-O 
Edward  C  Perry  II,  Mem.  of  C&S  of  Cal-Pac  Conf., 

CA3I803-FO-69-D 

Edward  F.  Conway  30068-DI-NonDis-O 
Edward  F.  Conway  30069-DI-NonDis-O 
Edward  F.  Conway  30070-CS-NonDis-O 
Eldon  R.  Smith,  Jr,  South  Indiana 

31369-FA-NonDis-O 
Elizabeth  Young,  First  UMC,  Knoxville.  Tennessee 

30I08-FO-65.G-D 
Emma  Moore-Kochlacs.  Cal-Pacific  30293-HE-355-D 
Episcopacy  Committee,  Western  Jurisdiction 

3I937-CO-407-D 
Ethel  Johnson.  Asbury  North  UMC,  Columbus,  OH 

3I9I9-FO-1I7-D 
Evelyn  L.  DeLong,  Calvary  UMC,  Circleville,  OH 

30898-LC-277,l-D 
Everett  K  Burham  &  W  Michael  Biklen.  Iowa 

31824-GJ-NonDis-O 
Everett  K  Burham  &  W  Michael  Biklen,  Iowa 

31825-GJ-NonDis-O 
Everett  K  Burham  &  W  Michael  Biklen,  Iowa 

31830-HE-NonDis-O 

Executive  Committee.BOM;.  Cal-Nevada;  Don 

Cunningham-CaNev  30553-HE-349-D 

F  Ruth  Kelron.  Vermont  UMC,  Kingsport,  TN 

31737-CO-NonDis-O 
F  Ruth  Kelron,  Vermont  UMC.  Kingsport.  TN 

31738-CO-NonDis-O 
F.W.  Yeager,  Hereford,  TX  3l37l-FO-NonDis-0 
Faith  Smith.  Fowler  UMC,  Spokan.  WA;  4  Indiv. 

31063-FO-NonDis-O 


Faye  M.  Ripper.  Rose  Hill  UMC.  Rose  Hill.  KS  Rich- 
ard W.  Saylor307l6-FO-65.G-D 

Flora  T.  Cobb,  Edenton  Street  UMC,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

30493-LC-262.I-D 
Flora  T.  Cobb.  Edenton  Street  UMC.  Raleigh,  NC 

lAdBd;  lindiv.31081-FO-65.J-D 
Floramay  Miller,  McCabe  UMC.  Bismack,  ND 

31057-FO-65.D-D 

Floramay  Miller.  McCabe  UMC,  Bismarck,  ND 
30997-FO-304.3-D 

Floramay  Miller.  McCabe  UMC.  Bismarck,  ND 

30998-FO-304.3-D 
Floramay  Miller,  McCabe  UMC,  Bismarck,  ND 

31058-FO-65.C-D 

Florida  3 1688-FO-NonDis-O 

Florida  3 1704-FO-NonDis-O 

Florida  3 1705-FO-NonDis-O 

Frances  Jones  Creech,  St  Paul  UMC,  Goldsboro,  NC 
31775-FO-NonDis-O 

Frances  Smathers  Sisson,  Long's  Chapel  UMC, 

Decatur,  GA  31538-HE-659-D 
Frank  L  Dorsey,  Kansas  East  31492-CO-405-D$ 
Frank  L.  Dorsey,  Kansas  East  3I49I-CO-405-DJ 

Fred  H.  Allen  Sr,  Gonzalez  UMC,  Pensacola,  FL;  335 
individuals  30929-CO-406-D 

Fred  H.  Allen  Sr.  Gonzalez  UMC,  Pensacola,  FL;  386 
individuals  30969-IC-2402-D 

Fred  H.  Allen,  Gonzalez  UMC.  Pensacola.  FL 
31976-CO-407-D 

Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC.  Midland.  TX 

3I50I-HE-4I7-D 
Gary  L  Thurman.  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

31502-HE-418-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

3I580-IC-2008.7-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland.  TX 

31581-IC-2008.1I-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

3I582-IC-2008.I4-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

31622-FO-64-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

3I628-FO-65-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

31661-FO-66-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

3I671-FO-67-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

31582-FO-68-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  Tx 

3I683-FO-69-D 
Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 

3I686-FO-70-D 

Gary  L  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 
31785-GM-NonDis-O 

Gary  L.  Thurman,  First  UMC,  Midland,  TX 
3I499-HE-4I5.5-D 

Gary  M  Haddock,  Rocky  Mtn  3 1530-FA-620-D 

Gary  M.  Haddock,  Rocky  Mountain 

31424-LC-249.12-D 
Gary  M.  Haddock,  Rocky  Mountain 

3I428-LC-254.4-D 

Gary  M.  Haddock,  Rocky  Mm  3I443-LC-262.2-D 

Gary  Whitbeck  Sr.  30044-LC-262.2-D 

Gary  Whitbeck,  Central  Texas  301 16-HE-358.1-D 

Gary  Whitbeck,  Central  Tx;  John  C.Thompson;Earl 
RBlack  301  I5-GJ-2624.3-D 

GBCS306I4-GJ-267.1-D 

GBGM  30834-FO-R103-U 

GBGM30835-GM-RI13-U 

GBGM30836-FO-R132-U 


GBGM30837-LC-R198-U 

GBGM  30838-GM-R274-U 

GBGM30839-CO-R28I-U 

GBGM  30840-CS-R535-U 

GBGM  3084I-CO-R542-U 

GBGM  30842-GM-R599-U 

GBGM  30843-GM-R654-U 

GBGM  30844-LC-R694-U 

GBGM  30845-GM-NonDis-O 

GBGM  30846-CS-NonDis-O 

GBGM  30847-GM-NonDis-O 

GBGM  30848-FO-NonDis-O 

GBGM  30849-GM-NonDis-O 

GBGM  30850-FO-NonDis-O 

GBGM  30851-GM-NonDis-O 

GBGM30852-CS-RI61-U 

GBGM30853-CS-RI78-U 

GBGM  30854-CS-R202-U 

GBGM30855-CS-R2I2-U 

GBGM  30856-CS-R352-U 

GBGM  30857-LC-R428-U 

GBGM  30858-GM-R620-U 

GBGM  30859-GM-R648-U 

GBGM  30860-GM-R683-U 

GBGM  30861-GM-R685-U 

GBGM  30862-GM-NonDis-O$ 

GBGM  30863-GM-NonDis-OS 

GBGM  30864-GM-NonDis-O$ 

GBGM  30865-GM-NonDis-O$ 

GBGM  30867-GM-NonDis-O$ 

GBGM  30868-GM-NonDis-O$ 

GBGM  30869-GM-NonDis-O$ 

GBGM  30870-GM-NonDis-O$ 

GBGM  31968-GJ-267.3-D$ 

GBGM31969-GM-1312.I-D 

GBGM;  3  indiv;Rocky  Mountain  Conf;  St  James 
UMChurch  30871-FA-NonDis-O 

GBGM;,  Bishop  S  CliAon  Ives 

30866-GM-NonDis-OS 
GBOD  3I966-Dl-NonDis-0! 
GBPHB  31 132-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB3II33-FA-I501-D 
GBPHB31I34-FA-1505-D 
GBPHB  31 135-FA-I506.I7-D 
GBPHB  3 1 1 36-FA- 1 506. 1 8-D 
GBPHB  31  I37-FA-1506.20-D 
GBPHB  31  I38-FA-1508.6-D 
GBPHB  31305-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  31306-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  31 307-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  31 308-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  3 1 309-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  3l3IO-FA-NonDis-0 
GBPHB  3131  l-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  3 1 3 1 2-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  3 1 3 1 3-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  31314-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  3l3l5-FA-NonDi$-0 
GBPHB  3 1 3 16-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  3131 7-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  31318-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  3131 9-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  31320-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  31321-FA-NonDis-O 
GBPHB  31322-FA-NonDis-O 
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GBPHB  JI32J-FA-NonDi».0 

GBPH8  )  I  )24-F A-NonDil-O 

GBPHB  3I92O-FA-I506.I8-D 

GBPHB  3I92I-FA-I506.17.D 

GBPHB  JI922-FA-I506I8-D 

GBPHB  31923-FA-I506  2O-D 

GBPHB  3 1924-FA-l  508.6-D 

GBPHB  3I925-FA-I50I-D 

GBPHB  31926-FA-NonDnO 

GBPHB;  GBCS  3I289-FAR462-U 

GCCUIC30I06-CS-RI-U 

GCCUIC30533-IC-R241-U 

GCX:U1C30534-1C-RI-U 

GCCUrC  30535-IC-R25g-U 

GCCUIC  30536-IC-R22O-U 

GCCUIC30537-IC-R22I-U 

GCCUIC  30538-IC-R222-U 

GCCUIC  30539-IC-R347.U 

GCCUIC  30M0-LC-RI9«-U 

GCCUIC3054I-CS-RI-U 

GCCUIC  30542-CS-R68O-U 

GCCUIC  30803-IC-NonDij-O 

GCCUIC  30804-GJ-O-C 

GCCUIC30«05-GJ-|.C 

GCCUIC  3O806-GJ-3<: 

GCCUIC  30807-GJ-4-C 

GCCUIC  30808-GJ-4-C 

GCCUIC  30809-FA-5-C 

GCCUIC  308IO-FO-303-D 

GCCUIC  3081  l-HE-328  3-D 

GCCUIC  3081 2-HE-336-D 

GCCUIC  308I3-HE-357-D 

GCCUIC  308 1 4-HE-357-D 

GCCUIC  308 1 5-CO-403-D 

GCCUIC  308lfr-FA-622.5-D 

GCCUIC  3081 7-IC-639.2-D 

GCCUIC  308 1 8-GJ-705-D 

GCCUIC  308I9-GJ-705  2-D 

GCCUIC  30820411-7  M.6-D 

GCCUIC  30822-FA-8I8.I-D 

GCCUIC  3082 3-FA-8 1 8-D 

GCCUIC  30824-FA-8I8-D 

GCCUIC  30825-FA-8I 8-D 

GCCUIC  30826-IC-1902.4-D 

GCCUIC  50827-IC-I903  8-D 

GCCUIC  30828-IC-I903  15-D 

GCCUIC  30829-IC-I905  ID 

GCCUIC  30830-IC-2400-D 

GCCUIC  30832-IC-2403-D 

GCCUIC  30833-IC-24OO-D 

GCCUIC  30988-CM-NonDi»-O 

GCCUIC  3I429-IC-I902-D 

GCCUIC  3I43O-IC-I902-D 

GCCUIC  3I44I.IC-2404-D 

GCCUIC3I442-IC-2402-D 

OCCUIC3I965-FO-65-D 

GCCUIC.  I  AC;  4  indiv;4  local  ch;4A<lCoun; 

2or(aniulioni  3082 1  -FA-806  1 2-D 
GCFA  30700-FA-NonDi»-O$ 
OCFA  30702-FA-NonDit-OS 
GCFA  J0703-FA-NonDi»-OS 
CCFA  30704-FA-NonDi»-OS 
CCFA30705-FA-6I3-D 
GCFA  30706-FA-NooDi»-O$ 
GCFA3O707-FA^I4-D 


GCFA  30708-FA-NonDi»-OS 

GCFA  30709-FA-NonDi»-O$ 

GCFA  307l0-FA-NonDi»-O$ 

GCFA  3071  l-FA-NonDi»-OJ 

GCFA  30712-FA-NonDu-OI 

GCFA  30713-FA-NonDi»-OS 

GCFA  30714-FA-NonDit-OJ 

GCFA  307l5-FA-NonDi»-OS 

GCFA3II48-FO-I20-D 

GCFA3I149-LC-247-D 

GCFA3II50-LC-249I3-D 

GCFA3I151-LC-254.4-D 

GCFA3I152-LC-262.2-D 

GCFA3II53-GJ-266-D 

GCFA3II54-GJ-267-D 

GCFA3II55-HE-350-D 

GCFA3II56-HE-41I.2-D 

GCFA31I57-CO-402-D 

GCFA3II58-FA-6I0.I4-D 

GCFA3II59-FA-61I.3-D 

GCFA3II60-FA-612-D 

GCFA3II6I-FA-616-D 

GCFA3I162-FA-6I8-D 

GCFA3I153-FA-622  l-D 

GCFA3I164-HE-634-D 

GCFA31I65-GJ-702.4-D 

GCFA31I66-GJ-703.2-D 

GCFA31I67-GJ-704-D 

GCFA3II68-GJ-72I-D 

GCFA3II69-GJ-722-D 

GCFA3I170-FA-805-D 

GCFA3II7I-FA-806-D 

GCFA3I172-FA-807-D 

GCFA31I73-FA-808-D 

GCFA3II74-FA-810.I-D 

GCFA3II75-FA-8II-D 

OCFA3II76-FA-815-D 

GCFA3I177-FA-8I7-D 

GCFA3I178-FA-8I8-D 

GCFA3II79-FA-820-D 

GCFA3II80-FA-822-D 

GCFA3II8IFA-824-D 

GCFA3II82-FA-825-D 

GCFA3I183-FA-826-D 

GCFA3II84-FA-827-D 

GCFA3II85-FA-830  2-D 

GCFA  31 186-IC-l 806.1 2-D 

GCFA3II88-FA-250I-D 

GCFA3II89-FA-2502-D 

GCFA31I9O-FA-2503-D 

GCFA31I91-FA-25I5-D 

GCFA31I92-LC-2524-D 

OCFA31I93-LC-2533-D 

GCFA3II94-LC-2534-D 

GCFA3II95-LC-2539-D 

GCFA3II96-LC-2S40  2-D 

GCFA31I97-LC-254I-D 

GCFA3II98-LC-2548-D 

GCFA3II99-GJ-2602-D 

GCFA3I200-GJ-26I6  3-D 

GCFA3I20I-GJ-26I7-D 

GCFA3I202-CJ-2622-D 

GCFA3l203-ai-2623-D 

OCFA.  GCCUIC  31 I87-IC-2402-D 

GCOM  3l209-HE-NonDi*-OS 


OCOM3I2II-CO-30-C 
OCOM3I2I2-GJ-I-C 
GCOM3l2l3-FO-«5-D 
OCOM312I4-FO-66-D 
GCOM312I5-LC-258-D 
GCOM3I2I6-LC-262  ID 
GCOM  312 I7-GJ-269-D 
GCOM  312 I8-HE-429.6-D 
GCOM  3I219-CO-602.4-D 
OCOM3I220-CO-607  l-D 
GCOM3I22I-CO-607-D 
GCOM3I222-FA-608-D 
GCOM31223-FA-609  2-D 
GCOM31224-FA-622-D 
GCOM3I225-CS-628-D 
GCOM3I226-DI-629-D 
GCOM3I227-DI-630.I-D 
GCOM3I228-GM-63I.I-D 
GCOM3I229-HE-632.I-D 
GCOM3I230-FA-636.2-D 
GCOM31232-IC-639.I-D 
GCOM31233-IC-640.1-D 
GCOM31234-1C-54I-D 
GCOM3I235-1C-642-D 
GCOM3I236-IC-643  l-D 
GCOM3I237-DI-646.I-D 
GCOM  3I238-DI-647  l-D 
GCOM3I239-CO-649-D 
GCOM3I240-GJ-650-D 
GCOM3I24I-GJ-705  2-D 
GCOM3I242-GJ-7I3-D 
GCOM  3I243-GJ-7I4  l-D 
GCOM3I244-GJ-7I4-D 
GCOM3I245-GJ-7I8-D 
GCOM  3I246-FA-805. l-D 
GCOM3I247-GJ-906.8-D 
GCOM3I248-GJ-906.11-D 
GCOM31249-GJ-906.I3-D 
GCOM3I250-GJ-906.I6-D 
GCOM  3I25I-GJ-907. l-D 
GCOM3I252-GJ-907.I.D 
GCOM3I253-GJ-907.1-D 
GCOM31254-GJ-907  l-D 
GCOM3I255-GJ-907  7-D 
GCOM3I255-1C-2003-D 
GCOM3I257-IC-2I04.1-D 
GCOM3I258-GJ-600-D 
GCOM  31391-GJ-NonDi»-0 
GCOM  3l392-GJ-NonDi»-0! 
GCOM  3l393-GJ-NonDi4-0 
GCOM  3l394-GJ-NonDi«-0! 
GCOM  31395-GJ-NonDn-OS 
GCOM  3 1 396-GJ-NonDn-O 
GCOM  31397-GJ-NonDii-O 
GCOM  31398-GJ-NonDn-O 
GCOM  3l399-GJ-NonDi>-0 
GCOM  31400-GJ-NonDiJ-O 
GCOM  3l40l-GJ-NonDit-O 
GCOM  3l402-GJ-NoaDi>-O 
GCOM  31403-GJ-NonOit-O 
GCOM  31404-GJ-NonDit-O 
GCOM  31405-GJ-NonDi»-O 
GCOM  3l40«-GJ-NonDi»-O 
GCOM  31407-GJ-NonDi»-O 
GCOM  3140S-GJ-NonDu-O 
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GCOM  31409-GJ-NonDis-O 
GCOM  3UIO-GJ-NonDis-0 
GCOM  .1141  l-GJ-NonDis-0 
GCOM  3l4l2-GJ-NonDis-0 
GCOM  3l4l3-GJ-NonDis-0 
GCOM  3l4l4-GJ-NonDis-0 
GCOM  31415-GJ-NonDis-O 
GCOM  3l4l6-GJ-NonDis-0 
GCOM  31417-GJ-NonDis-O 
GCOM  3l4l8-GJ-NonDis-0 
GCOM3I935-FO-66-D 
GCOM  3I936-FO-65-D 
GCOM.  SEJ  Comm  Archives  &  History 

3I23I-IC-638.I-D 
GCOM;  Troy  AC  3I2I0-GJ-R406-U 
GCUUIC  30831-IC-NonDis-O 
Gon'  Comin  on  Religion  &  Race  30727-GJ-4-C 
Gen'Juris  delegation.  Troy  31595-GJ-2602-D 
Gen/Juris  delegation.  Troy  3 1596-GJ-2602-D 
Gen/Juris  delegation,  Troy  3 1 597-GJ-2608.2-D 
Gene  A  Norns.  SC  31842-FO-NonDis-O 

Gene  Bums.  Bonaire  UMC.  Bonaire,  GA 

3I039-FO-65.G-D 
General  Comm.  on  Christian  Unity  &  Inter-Relgious, 

and  others  30095-FO-65.G-D 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History 

30087-1C-I7I2.2-D 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History 

30088-GJ-268.I-D 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History,  North 

Arkansas  30084-IC-638.I-D 

General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History,  North 
Arkansas  30085-FA-25 1 2.7-D 

General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History,  North 

Arkansas  30086-LC-2548.3-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30496-FO-66.A-D 
Gen' I  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30499-FO-66-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30500-FO-65.G-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30501-CS-R55-U 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30503-CS-R60-U 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30504-CS-R73-U 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  3O505-CS-R90-U 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30506-CS-RI02-U 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30507-CS-R339-U 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30508-CS-R431-U 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  30509-CS-R432-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  305I0-CS-R440-U 
Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society  3051 1-CS-R442-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30512-CS-R445-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30513-CS-R446-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  305I4-CS-R459-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  305I5-CS-R473-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  305 I6-CS-R478-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  305I7-CS-R486-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  305I8-CS-R494-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30519-CS-R525-U 
GenI  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30520-CS-R539-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30521-CS-R549-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30522-CS-R619-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30523-CS-R620-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30524-CS-R628-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30525-CS-R648-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30526-CS-R658-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30527-CS-R689-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30528-CS-NonDis-O 


Gen'l  Board  of  Church  &  Society 
30529-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30530-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30531-CS-NonDis-O 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30547-FO-65.L-D 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30549-FO-65.L-D 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30550-FO-65-D 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30551-FO-68.A-D 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30555-CS-RI6I-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30556-CS-R234-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30557-CS-R247-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30558-CS-R25I-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30559-CS-R268-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30560-CS-R297-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30561-CS-R312-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30562-CS-R352-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30564-CS-R397-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30565-CS-R424-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30566-CS-R505-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30567-CS-R5I6-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30568-CS-R522-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30569-CS-R522-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30570-CS-R526-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30571-CS-R529-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30572-CS-R534-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30573-CS-R535-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30575-CS-R565-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30576-CS-R567-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30577-CS-R569-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30578-CS-R573-U 
Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30579-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30580-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30581-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30582-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30583-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30584-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30585-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30586-FO-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30587-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30588-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30589-CS-NonDis-O 

Gen'l  Board  ofChurch  &  Society 
30590-CS-NonDis-O 


Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 

Gen'l 

Gen'l 
Gen'l 

Gen'l 


Gen'l 


Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30591-CS-R462-U 
Board  ofChurch  &  Society  30941-CS-R570-U 
Board  ofChurch  &  Society,  GBGM 

30552-FO-58.F-D 
Board  ofChurch  &  Society,  GCOM 

30532-CS-NonDis-O 

Board  ofChurch  and  Society  30495-FO-66-D 

Board  ofChurch  and  Society 
30502-CS-628.2-D$ 

Board  ofChurch  and  Society,  GBHEM,  C&S 

Work  Team  of  E, PA  AC. 

30498-GJ-256-D 
Board  of  Discipleship  303 1 1  -DI-NonDis-0 


Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30312-DI-NonDis-O 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30313-GJ-4-C 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30314-CO-14-C 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  303 1 5-CO-30-C 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  303 1 5-CO-34-C 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  303I7-LC-42-C 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30318-FO-I04-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30319-FO-106-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30320-LC-200-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30321-LC-20I-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30322-LC-214-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30323-LC-2I5-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30324-LC-216-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30325-LC-217-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30326-LC-22I.3-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30327-LC-222-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30328-LC-226-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30329-LC-227-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30330-LC-228-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  3033I-LC-229-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30332-LC-23I-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30333-LC-233-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30334-LC-234.1-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30335-LC-236-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30336-LC-236-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30337-LC-238-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30338-LC-24I-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30339-LC-200-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30340-LC-200-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30342-LC- 243-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30343-LC-244-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30344-LC-200-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30345-LC-245-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30346-LC-200-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30347-LC-246.3-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30348-LC-249.8-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30349-LC-250-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30350-LC-253-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30351-LC-258.2-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30352-LC-264-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30353-DI-270.1-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30354-D1-274-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30355-FO-301.1-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30356-HE-306.2-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30357-HE-310-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30358-HE-331 . 1-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30359-HE-402.1-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30360-DI-531-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30361-CO-602.4-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30362-CO-603.9-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30363-CO-607.5-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30365-HE-633.I-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30366-HE-635.1-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30367-FA-637.2-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30368-IC-639.2-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30369-DI-646.2-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30370-DI-647.2-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  3037I-DI-654.1-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30372-HE-659.1-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30373-HE-662.I-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30374-GJ-700-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30375-GJ-705.I-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30376-GJ-705.2-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  3O377-GJ-7I0.I-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Discipleship  30378-GJ-714.6-D 
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Gcn'l  Board  of  Oisciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcshtp 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Oisciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
r.cn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
cn'l  Board  of  Discipkship 
i  >cn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
ucn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
(icn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
(icn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
>.  icn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Cicn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn't  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  DiKiplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Disciplcship 
Gen '  I  Board  of  Disciplcship 


30379.Dl-i:06.2-D 

GenI 

3038O-D1-1207.1-D 

Gcn'l 

3038I-FA-2J18-D 

GenI 

30382-LC-2524.D 

Genl 

30383-LC-2527.I-D 

GenI 

30384-LC-2529.2-D 

Genl 

30385-GJ-2602-D 

Genl 

3038M3J.26O4.I.D 

Genl 

30387-GJ-2624.3-D 

Gen'l 

30388-GJ-2626.2-D 

Genl 

30389<iJ-2626  3-D 

Gen'l 

3039<KiJ-2626.4-D 

Genl 

3039I-GJ-2626.5-D 

Gen'l 

30392-GJ-2626.6-D 

30393-GJ-2627.I.D 

Gen'l 

30394-GJ-2627.I-D 

Gen'l 

30395-GJ-2527.3-D 

Gen'l 

30396-GJ-2627.4-D 

30397-GJ.2627.4.D 

Gen'l 

30398-GJ-2627.4-D 

30399-GJ-2628  2-D 

Gen'l 

3O400-GJ-2628.3-D 

3040  l-GJ-2629  2-D 

Gen'l 

30402-GJ-2629.3-D 

30419-DI-NonDis-O 

Gen'l 

30420-DI-NonDis-O 

Genl 

30421-FA-NonDis-O 

30422-LC-224-D 

Gen'l 

30423-LC-249-D 

30424-LC-254-D 

Genl 

30425-LC-255.1-D 

30426-LC-257.D 

Gen'l 

30427-LC-258-D 
30428-LC-26I-D 

Genl 

30429-D1-272.I-D 

Gen'l 

J0430-CO-602.4-D 

3043I-CO-603.9-D 

Gen'l 

30432-CO-603.9-D 

30433-CO-607-D 

Gen'l 

30434-D1-629-D 

30435-DI-629.3-D 

Gen'l 

30436-DI-629.4-D 

Gen'l 

30437-D1-629J-D 

30438-DI-629.6-D 

Gen'l 

30439-DW29.7-D 

3O440-DI-6O0-D 

Gen'l 

3044I-DI-630.2-D 

30442-DI-630.2-D 

Gen'l 

30443-DI-630J-D 
30444-DI-630.3-D 

Gen'l 

30445-DI-630.5-D 

Gen'l 

30446-DI-654  6-D 

30447.DI-660  2-D 

Gen'l 

30448-DI-66I-D 

30449-GJ-906.I3-D 

Gen'l 

30450-01-1 102-D 

3045I-DI-1I02.6-D 

Gen'l 

30452-DI-II07-D 
30453-DI-1I07J-D 

Gen'l 

30454-01-11  lO-O 

Gen'l 

30455-DI-IIII.7-D 

30456-DI-I11I.8-D 

Gen'l 

30457-01-11 12-0 

30458-FA-1I12  3-D 

Gen'l 

30459-DI-I113-D 

Boud  of  Disciplcship  30460-DI- 1 115-0 
Bovd  of  Disciplcship  30461  -Dl- 1 1 1 5.6-0 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30462-LC-2543.1O-D 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30463-LC-2543-O 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30464-GJ-2626  3-D 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30465-01- 1116-0 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30466-01-1 1 18-0 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30467-DI-l  1 14-0 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30468-LC-262  1  -D 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30469-LC-262  2-D 
Board  of  Disciplcship  30470-LC-263-D 
Board  of  Disciplcship  3047 1  -Dl-NonOis-0 
Board  of  Disciplcship.  Jonathan  Carlscn 

3034I-LC-242-D 
Board  of  Oiscpleship  30364-DI-630.3-D 

Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30543-HE-413-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30544-GJ-2628-O 

Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30545-GJ-2623-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30546-GJ-2624-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30592-HE-NonOis-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30594-HE-NonDis-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30595-HE-NonOis-O! 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30596-HE-NonDis-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30597-HE-NonDis-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30598-FO-1I6-O       " 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30599-LC-249.8-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30600-LC-254.2-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30735-FO-303.4-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30736-HE-306  l-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30737-HE-315-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30738-HE-316-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30739-HE-317-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30740-HE-318-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30741-HE-321-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30742-HE-322-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30743-HE-324-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30744-HE-328-D 
Boardof  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30745-HE-330-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30746-HE-335  2-0 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30747-HE-336-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30748-HE-337  1-0 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30749-HE-340-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30750-HE-341-O 


Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gcn'l 
Gcn'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Genl 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gcn'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gcn'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gcn'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gen'l 
Gcn'l 
Gcn'l 


Boardof  Higher  Ed&  Ministry 

3075I-HE-341  10 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30752-HE-342-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30754-HE-345-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30755-HE-345.4-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30756-HE-346-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30757-HE-348-O 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30758-HE-35I-O 


Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 
30759-HE-355  1-0 

Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 
30760-HE-356.2-D 

Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30761-HE-357.1-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30762-HE-358-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30763-HE-359-D 
Boardof  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30764-HE-360.4-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30765-HE-364-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30766-HE-365.1-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30767-HE-403-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30768-HE^ll-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30769-HE-413-O 

Boardof  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30770-HE-4I6.6-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30771-HE-4I9-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30772-HE-421-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30773-HE-422-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30774-HE-»25-O 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30775-HE-430-O 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30776-HE-400-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30777-HE-532-D 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30778-CC-537  10-0 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30779-CO-563.5-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30780-CO-602.4-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

3078I-CO-606  9-D 

Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 
30782-FA-617-D 

Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30783-FA-622  2-0 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

307g4-FA-622  4-0 
Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30785-FA-625-D 
Board  ofHigher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30786-HE-632.4.D 
Board  of  H  ighcr  Ed  &  M  inistry 

30787-HE-632.4-O 
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Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30788-HE-633-D 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30789-HE-I408  1-D 

Gcn'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 
3079l-HE-l42-)-D 

Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30792-HE-I425-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30793-HE-I426-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30794-HE-I427-D 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30795-HE-I428-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30796-GJ-2623-D 

Gcn'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 
30797-GJ-2624-D 

Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30798-GJ-2625-n 
Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

30799-GJ-2626-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

3080n-GJ-2627-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

308ni-GJ-2628-D 
Gen'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry 

308n2-GJ-2629  l-D 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry.  Wes- 

leyan;Randolph-Macon;Colum- 

bia;Bennett  Cg.Pres 

30593-HE-NonDis-O 
Gcn'l  Board  of  Higher  Ed  &  Ministry;.  Jim  Beal 

30753-HE-344-D 
Gen'l  Com  on  Religion  &  Race  30730-1C-2008.7-D 
Gen'l  Com  on  Religion  &  Race  30731-GJ-2624-D 
Gen'l  Com.  on  Religion  &  Rac<f  30732-IC-R372-U 
Gen'l  Com,  on  Religion  &  Race  30733-IC-NonDis-O 
Gcn'l  Com.  on  Religion  &  Race  30734-lC-NonDis-O 
Gen'l  Coiniii.  on  Religion  &  Race  30728-IC-640-D 
Gcn'l  Comm.  on  Religion  &  Race  30729-GJ-705.2-D 
Gen'l  Commission  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

30300-GJ-4-C 
Gen'l  Commission  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

3030I-FO-I17-D 
Gen'l  Commission  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

30307-IC-RI57-U 
Gen'l  Commission  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

30308-IC-R48I-U 
Gcn'l  Commission  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

303IO-iC-RI28-U 
Gcn'l  Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

30306-IC-NonDis-O 
Gcn'l  Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

303O9-IC-R244.U 
Gen'l  Commission  on  UMM  30272-LC-254.4-D 
Gcn'l  Commission  on  UMM.  New  Mexico  and  East 

Ohio  UMM  30274-LC-237-D 
ficn'l  Commission  on  UMM.  New  Mexico  UMM;  E 

Ohio  UMM  30278-IC-534-D 

Gen'l  Commission  on  UMM.  New  Mexico  UMM;  E 

Ohio  UMM  3n279-IC-A45-D 

Gen'l  Commission  on  UMM.  New  Mexico  umm;  East 
Ohio  UMM  30280-IC-664-D 

Gcn'l  Commission  on  UMM.  New  Mexico 

UMM.East  Ohio  UMM 

30284-IC-23OI-D 
Gcn'l  Commission  on  UMM.  New  Mexico 

UMM;East  Ohio  UMM 

30285-IC-2302-D 

Gen'l  Commission  on  UMM,  Richard  S.  Kondo;  East 
Ohio  UMM  30275-LC-255.1-D 


Gen'l  Commission  on  UMM.  Richard  S.  Kondo;  East 
Ohio  UMM  30276-LC-258-D 

Gen'l  Commission  on  UMM;.  New  Mexico  UMM 
30286-IC-2303-D$ 

Gcn'l  Commission  on  UMM;.  New  Mexico  UMM; 
East  Ohio  UMM  30277-LC-259-D 

Gen'l  Commission  on  UMM;,  New  Mexico  UMM;E 
Ohio  UMM  3028I-GJ-705. l-D 

Gcn'l  Commission  on  UMM;.  New  Mexico  UMM;E 
Ohio  UMM  30283-GJ-705.5-D 

Gen'l  Commission  on  UMM;.  SEJUMM;  New  Mex- 
ico UMM;  E  Ohio  UMM 
30282-GJ-705,2-D 

Gcn'l  Commission  UMM.  Richard  S.  Kondo;  East 
Ohio  UMM  30273-LC-254.1-D 

Gen'l  Council  on  Finance  &  Admin 
3070l-FA-NonDis-O$ 

George  E  Bailey,  East  Ohio  3I623-FO-64-D 

George  E  Bailey,  East  Ohio  3 1 624-FO-64-D 

George  R.  Caruso,  North  Indiana  30662-HE-433.I-D 

George  W  Stewart,  VA  3 1 65 1 -FO-65-D 

George  W  Stewart.  VA  3 1844-Dl-NonDis-O 

George  W  Stewart,  Virginia  31 554-Dl-l  lOI-D 

Gerald  "Jay"  Williams,  Chair,  Western  NY  delega- 
tion, Cambridge,  MA 
3l8l3-CS-NonDis-0 

Gerald  E.  Coe.  Emmanuel  UMC.  Beltsville.  MA 
30057-LC-2I7-D 

Gerald  E,  Coe,  Emmanuel  UMC.  Beltsville.  MD 

30056-LC-2I4-D 
Germany  30009-FO-66J-D 

Gilbert  C.  Hanke,  Nagadoches.  TX  30938-CO-5  lO-D 
Gloria  Cavil.  Wisconsin  30077-FO-65.G-D 

Greg  E.  Rittenhouse,  North  Indiana 
30903-HE-306.2-D 

Gregory  D  Stover.  West  Ohio  31608-GJ-4-C 

Guenter  Winkmann,  Germany  Central;  Paul  Grasle 

3I626-FO-64-C 
Hank  Adams.  St  Paul's  UMC,  Kerrville.  TX;  David  W 

Griffin  31760-Dl-NonDis-O 

Hardin  L  Atkins  111.  New  Mexico 

31740-GJ-NonDis-O 
HardinL  Atkins.  NewMexico3l605-FO-0-D 
Harold  W  McSwain,  Memphis  3169I-HE-NonDis-0 
Harry  Farrell.  Temple.  TX  3 1 377-FO-NonDis-O 
Harry  Kishpaugh.  Union  UMC,  Florisssant,  MO 

31455-HE-3I1-D 
Harvey  O.  Beckendorf,  Texas  30918-HE-355.5-D 
Henry  Radde,  Central  TX  31432-LC-254.4-D 
Henry  Radde,  Central  TX  31753-FA-NonDis-O 
Holston3l555-Dl-l  102-D 
Holston  31722-HE-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick,  1st  UMC,  Richardson.  TX 

31973-HE-2626.2-D 

Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson.  TX 
30676-GM-NonDis-O 

Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson.  TX 

30677-GM-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson.  TX 

30579-CS-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson.  TX 

30680-CS-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson,  TX 

30681-FA-NonDis-O 

Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

30682-FA-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC.  Richardson,  TX 

30583-FA-NonDis-O 

Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC,  Richardson.  TX 
30684-FA-NonDis-O 


Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson.  TX 

30585-CS-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson.  TX 

30686-CS-NonDis-O 

Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson,  Tx 
30687-GJ-2624.1-D 

Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson,  Tx 

30688-FA-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

3O689-HE-306.4-D 
Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC.  Richardson.  TX 

30690-HE-4l3,2-D 
Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

30872-HE-413.3-D 

Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

30873-GJ-2626.2-D 
Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

30874-GJ-2627-D 
Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

31375-CS-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC,  Richardson,  Tx 

31376-CS-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC,  Richardson,  TX 

31387-GJ-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC,  Richardson.  TX 

31388-CS-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC.  Richardson.  TX 

31389-CS-NonDis-O 
Howard  Lydick.  First  UMC.  Richardson,  TX 

31749-HE-NonDis-O 

Howard  Lydick,  First  UMC,  Richardson. 

TX;  1 0 1  ind;  I  AdBd;  WesleyMethod 

30288-lC-NonDis-O! 
Howard  W  Hallman,  Bethesda  UMC,  Bethesda,  MD 

31889-HE-432-D 
Illinois  Great  Rivers  30959-D1-1207.2-D 
Illinois  Great  Rivers  3 1 085-DI-NonDis-O 
Illinois  Great  Rivers  31 328-CS-NonDis-O 
Illinois  Great  Rivers  31 329-GJ-NonDis-O 
Indochinese  Nal'l  Caucus  of  UMC,  Anaheim  CA 

31782-CS-NonDis-O 

Indochinese  Nat'l  Caucus  of  UMC,  Anaheim  CA 
31783-GM-NonDis-O 

Inez  E.  Scott,  Cal-Pacific;  WMl;  Trinity  UMC;  NT 
delegates  to  GC  30294-HE-355. 1  -D 

Iowa  30235-CO-602. l-D 

Israel  I  Alvaran,  Philippines  31 768-CS-R473-U 

Israel  I  Alvaran,  Philippines  31 769-CS-R473-U 

Israel  Isiderio  Alvaran,  Philippines  31427-LC-253.2-D 

J  Philip  Wogaman,  Baltimore  Washington 

31696-FO-NonDis-O 
J  Philip  Wogaman,  Baltimore-Washington 

3163I-FO-65-D 
J  Philip  Wogaman.  Baltimore-Washington 

31649-FO-68-D 
J.  David  Roberts.  Baltimore-Washington 

30205-GM-R121-U 

J   Donald  Moorehead,  Memphis  30974-LC-2542.1-D 

J.  Lloyd  Knox,  Council  of  Bishops 
31098-CC-NonDis-O 

J  (Juinton  Covington,  NC  30606-LC-262.I-D 

J.  Robert  Sawyer,  New  Mexico  30048-HE-33I  3-D 

Jabe  Fincher,  Jr,  Alabama- West  Florida 
30041-LC-229.2-D 

Jack  Albright,  Texas  30225-FO-66-D 

Jack  Albright,  Texas  30226-FO-65.D-D 

Jack  Albright,  Texas  30227-FO-65.G-D 

Jack  Albright,  Texas  30228-HE-403-D 

Jack  Fisher  Wilkes,  Epwonh  UMC.  Atlanta,  GA 

3I800-FO-66-D 
Jack  M  Tuell  3023I-FO-65.C-D 
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Jick  Shiunu.  Pcnn-DeUwu*  3I9I4-LC-249-D 
Jack  W  Plownun.  Ml  Lebanon  UMC,  Piluburgh.  PA 

J020I-FO-65J-D 
Jack  W  Plowman.  Ml  Lebanon  UMC.  Pillsburgh.  PA; 

Ron  Hamilton  3(»72-FA-:504-D 
Jack  W.  Plowman.  Ml  Lebanon  UMC.  Piiuburgh.  PA 

30202-FA-S06-D 
James  A  Cooper  III.  Firn  UMC.  Grenada.  MS 

31729-FA-NonDis-O 
James  A  Benfer.  Zion  UMChurch  AD  Council 

30I02-FO-65J-D 
James  A  Hand.  Oregon-Idaho;  27  indiv. 

30957-FA-«21  l-D 
James  Brand.  NCNV  3l83l-HE-NonDi$-0 
James  Brand.  NCNY  31832-HE-NonDis-O 
James  Brand.  NCNY  3l833-OJ-NonDis-0$ 
James  D  Ragsdale.  Payne  Springs  UMC.  Mabank.  TX 

30992-LC-235D 

James  E  Hamlm.  S  Geor- 

gia.87indv;2  AdBd:2  AdCoun:  1  Qt.Conf. 

30I59-FA-6II  3-DS 
James  J  Billings.  Del  Rio.  TX  3 1 843-FO-NonDis-O 
James  M  Frazier.  TX  31360-FA-NonDis-O 
James  R  Hill.  Cal-Pacific  3l374-Dl-NonDi$-0! 
James  W  Bnsuh.  Delrou  3I850-FO-65-D 
James  W  (Jim)  Lane.  Sherwod.  AR 

30082-GJ-26I5.3-D 

James  W  (Jim)  Lane.  Sherwood.  AR 

30002-GJ-2622  l-D 
James  W.  (Jim)  Lane.  Sherwood.  AR 

30081-DI-I1I5.7-D 
James  W  Delk.  Grace  UMC.  Geneseo.  IL 

30265-LC-250-D 
Jameson  Jones.  Aldersgale  Covenant  UMC.  Highland 

Village.  TX  3l8l4-GJ-NonDis-0 

Jan  Heinnch.  Wayne  Street  UMC.  St.Marys.  OH 

3I483-HE-355  ID 
Janet  Johnson.  Lakeway  UMC.  PolUboro.  TX 

3I434-LC-258  3-D 
Jason  Thompson.  Westside  UMC.  Elmira.  NY 

3I7I7-FO-64-C 
Jeanette  P  Milchell.  Creasey's  Chapel  UMC.  Stuart. 

Virginia3l55l-FA-8I9-D 
Jeanne  Knepper.  Univensly  Park  UMC.  Ponland.  OR 

3IM7-FO-65-D 
Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Park  UMC,  Portland.  OR 

3I42I-FO-II7-D 
Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Park  UMC.  Ponland.  OR 

3I433-LC-258  2-D 

Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Part  UMC.  Ponland,  OR 
3I449-FO-304  2-D 

Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Park  UMC,  Ponland.  OR 

31583-IC-2302  2-D 
Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Park  UMC.  Portland.  OR 

3I638-FO-65-D 
Jeanne  Knepper,  Univenity  Park  UMC.  Ponland.  OR 

3I640-FO-65-D 
Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Park  UMC,  Ponland,  OR 

3I642-FO-65-D 
Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Park  UMC.  Ponland.  OR 

3I646-FO-65-D 
Jeanne  Knepper,  University  Park  UMC.  Ponland.  OR 

3I665-FO-66-D 
Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Park  UMC.  Ponland.  OR 

3l66g-FO-66-D 
Jeanne  Knepper.  University  Park  UMC.  Ponland.  OR 

31745-CS-NonDis-O 
Jeanne  Knepper,  University  Park  UMC.  Ponland.  OR 

31746-IC-NonDis-O 
Jeff  Long.  MO  3l772-HE-NonDi»-0 
Jerry  Ecken,  Wl  3l8l6-FA-NonDit-0 
Jerry  Ecken.  Wl  3l820-HENonDi»-O 


Jerry  Ecken.  Wl  3I8S2-GJ-2602-D 
Jerry  Ecken.  Wl  31853-GJ-2523-D 
Jerry  Ecken.  Wl  3I854-CJ-2624-D 
Jerry  Ecken.  Wl  3I855-GJ-2625-D 
Jeny  Ecken.  Wl  31856-GJ-2626  3-D 
Jerry  Ecken,  Wl  3 1 857.GJ-2626  6-D 
Jerry  Ecken,  Wl  3 1 858-GJ-2627  3-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wl  3I859-GJ-2528.1-D 
Jerry  Eckert,  Wl  31860-GJ-2527.1-D 
Jeiry  Ecken.  Wl  3I861-GJ-2628.I-D 
Jerry  Ecken.  Wl  3I862-GJ-2628.2-D 
Jeny  Ecken.  Wl  3 1 879-FA-6 1 1  -D 
Jerry  Ecken.  Wl  3 1 880-HE-633-D 
Jeny  Ecken.  Wl  3188I-HE-634-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wl  31883-CO-523.3-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wl  31886-HE-417-D 
Jeny  Eckea  Wl  3I887-HE-424-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wl  3I904-HE-35I.1-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wl  3I905-HE-358-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wl  31906-HE-358.1-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wl  3I908-HE-358-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wl  3I909-HE-358.3-D 
Jeny  Ecken.  Wl  319IO-HE-358.3.D 
Jeny  Ecken.  Wisconsin  30926-HE-358-D 
Jeny  Ecken,  Wisconsin  30979-GJ-2623-D 
Jeny  L  Carpenter.  Texas  30245-FO-66J-D 
Jill  D  Alventosa-Brown.  Western  N.C. 

30287-FO-65.J-D 
Jim  Beal.  NAK  30047-CO-*  1 7-D 
Jim  Beal,  NAK  3005O-HE-334. 1  -D 
Jim  Beal,  NAK  3005 1-HE-355.7-D 

Jim  Cubbin.  Unkrwwn.  Unknown 
31940-DI-NonDis-O 

Jim  Cubbin.  Unknown.  Unknown 
3l94l-FA-NonDis-0 

Jim  Sutton.  First  UMC.  Warwick,  NY;  27  indiv 
30877-FO-1I5-D 

Jim  Sutton.  Warwick  UMC.  Warwick.  NY;  29  indi- 
viduals 30948-GJ-702.8-D 

Jim  Sutton.  Warwick  UMC.  Warwick,  NY;  394  indi- 
viduals 3096S-HE-1400-D 
Jim  Sutton.  Warwick  UMC,  Warwick,  NY;  48  indiv. 

30944-FA-612-D 
Jodeen  Immer,  Fourth  Street  UMC,  Aurora,  IL 

3I80I-FO-66-D 
Joe  D.  Owen.  First  UMC,  Stillwater, OK;  IIS  individ- 
uals 30993-LC-250-D 
Joe  D  Owen.  First  UMC.  Stillwater.  OK;  1 13  individ- 
uals 30995-LC-2i8.2-D 
Joe  S.  Florence.  Nonh  Te«$  30055-FO-304.3-D 
Joe  S.  Florence.  Nonh  Texas  30059-GJ-824-DS 
Joe  S  Florence,  Nonh  Texas  300«)-GJ-825-DJ 
Joe  Wesley  Kilpatnck,  Delegate.  Nonh  Georgia.  AC 
3I927-FA-I6I5-D 

Joetu  F  Rinehard.  Secretary,  SEJ,  NC 
3I6I2-CO-12  l-C 

John  A  Can  NY,  Mickey  Slringfleld  LA 
3I864-HE-I409  l-D 

John  A  Can  NY,  Mickey  Slnngfield  LA 
3I865-HE-I4I8  3-D 

John  A  Can  NY,  Mickey  Smngfield  LA 
3I866-HE-I426-D 

John  A  Can  NY.  Mickey  Stnngfield  LA 

31867HE-I426-D 
John  A  Can  NY.  Mickey  Stnngfield  LA 

3I888-HE-430-D 

John  A  Can  NY,  Mickey  Sinngneld  LA 
3I9I6-LC-262.2-D 


John  A  Can  NY,  Mickey  Sinngfleld  LA 

319I8-FO-I004-D 
John  A  Carr.  Mickey  StringField  3I942-CO-607-D 
John  A  Can,  Mickey  Strmgrield  3I943-FA-82I-D 
John  A  Can,  Mickey  Strmgfield  3 1 944-HE- 1 405-D 
John  A  Can,  Mickey  Stringricid  31945-HE-I405-D 
John  A  Can,  Mickey  Sinngfleld  3I946-HE-I405-D 
John  A  Can,  Mickey  Stringfleld  31947-GJ-NonDis-O 
John  A  Can,  NY  Mickey  Smngfleld 

3l808-GM-NonDi$-O 
John  A.  Keizer  and  Manlee  A.  Gillan.  Iowa 

300I4-HE-340  7-D 
John  B  Smith,  Holston  31841-HE-NonDis-O 
John  B.  Barham,  New  World  UMC.  Gariand.  TX 

3089O-LC-262  l-D 
John  C.  Thompson,  Kansas  East  30298-CO-S 14-D 
John  C  Thompson,  Kansas  East  30299-CO-502-D 
John  C.  Thompson,  Kansas  East  30302-GJ-2624.3-D 
John  C.  Thompson,  Kansas  East  30303-GJ-26O0-D 
John  C.  Thompson.  Kansas  East  303O4-HE-358  l-D 
John  C  Thompson,  Kansas  East  30678-GJ-2526. l-D 
John  C.  Thompson.  Kansas  East  3 1 357-FO-NonDis-O 
John  Calhoun.  NGeorgia  3 1 776-CS-NonDi$-0 
John  F  Habegger.  Old  Salem  UMC.  Bluftlon.  IN;  50 

individuals  31 748-LC-NonDis-O 

John  Huth.  Skidmore  UMC,  Dallas,  TX 
30058-FO-II7-D 

John  Franklin  Howard,  WNC;I  local  church  commit- 
tee 31 762-GJ-NonDis-O 
John  Marshall  Crowe.  NC  31899-HE-33I-D 
John  R.  Wilson.  Western  Pennsylvania 

3049O-HE-320.2-D 
John  Squares,  Reveille  UMC,  Richmond.  VA 

31802-FO-68-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  3 I0IO-GJ-70I  3-D 
John  Temeus,  Oklahoma  3 I024-GJ-240O-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  3 1025-GJ-240O-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  31027-GJ-2624.1-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  31 028-GJ-2624.3-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  3 1 056-FO-65C-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  3I061-FO-65.F-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  3 I066-FO-65  G-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  3I067-FO-65.G-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  3  I074-FO-65.G-D 
John  Temeus,  Oklahoma  3 1084-FO-66.G-D 
John  Temeus.  Oklahoma  31337-FO-R414-U 
John  Temeus,  Oklahoma  3 1 338-CS-NonDis-O 
John  Temeus,  Oklahoma  3 1 339-FO-R 1 1 2-U 
Jon  Anderson.  Unreadable.  OK  3 1 59 1  -LC-2S28.4-D 
Jonathan  B  Jonas.  Virginia  30I94-FO-68.F-D 
Jonathan  Carlicn,  Calvary  UMC.  Chicago.  IL 

31699-Dl-NonDis-O 
Jonathan  Carlsen.  Calvary  UMC.  Chicago.  IL 

31700-GJ-NooDis-O 
Jonathan  Carlsen.  Calvary  UMC.  Chicago.  ILL 

31446-GJ-268  l-D 
Jonathan  Carlsen.  Calvary  UMC,  Chicago,  ILL 

3I6I0-CO-39-C 
Jonathan  Carlsen.  Calvary  UMC,  Chicago.  ILL 

316I6-GJ-55-C 

Jonathan  Carlsen.  Calvary  UMC.  Chicago.  ILL 
3I680-FO-68-D 

Jonathan  Carlsen.  Calvary  UMC.  Chicago.  ILL 
3I70I-FO-R126U-5 

Jonathan  Carlsen.  Calvary  UMC.  Chicago.  ILL 

3I702-FO-R570-U 
Jonathan  Carlaen,  Calvary  UMC.  Chicago.  ILL 

3I7I2-HE-433.I-D 
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Jonathan  Carlsen.  Calvary  UMC.  Chicago.  ILL 

3I7I3-CO-604-D 
Jonathan  Carlscn.  Calvary  UMC,  Chicago,  ILL 

3I7I4-LC-264-D 
Judith  A  Coleman.  Central  PA  30262-CS-NonDis-O 
Julia  M  Cynis.  Lakcwood  UMC,  Jacksonville,  FL 

30046-rO-NonDis-U 
June  McCullough.  Audubon  UMC.  Minotola,  NJ 

309I6-HE-348.2-D 

June  Render  Leckrone.  Portsmouth.  VA 
3l8l5-LC-NonDis-0 

Jurisdictional  Committee  on  Episcopacy 
3I007-CO-4U5-D 

Jurisdictional  UM  VIM  Coordinators 

306O2-OM-53I.6-D 
Kansas  East  30093-DI-66I.5-D 
Kansas  East  30n94HE-3l  ID 
K.insas  East;  Memphis: WNC;Cal-Pac;Fla;NC  NY 

300')6-lC-NonDis-O$ 

Kansas  East:  UM  Rural  Fellowship 
30090-HE-365.2-D 

Kansas  East:  UM  Rural  Fellowship;  Wl;  W.Mich. 
30092-CO-507-D 

Kansas  West  30238-FA-6I  I.3-D 
Kansas  West:  Western  North  Carolina 

30006-FA-806.I-D 
Karen  E  Hayden.  Bethany-Calvary  UMC,  Milwaukee. 

WI3I892-FO-304-D 

K.iren  E  Hayden.  Bethany-Calvary  UMC.  Milwaukee, 
WI3I893-FO-304.2-D 

Karen  E  Hayden.  Bethany-Calvary  UMC,  Milwaukee. 

Wl  3I90I-HE-332-D 

Katherine  B  Fuller.  Willoughby  UMC.  Willoughby. 

Ohio  3 1 848-LC-NonDis-O 
Kathleen  M  Ehrsam.  Lewisburg  District  Lay  Leader. 

Sehnsgrove.  PA  3I913-LC-249-D 
Kathleen  M  Ehrsam.  Lewisburg  District  Lay  Leader. 

Sehnsgrove.  PA  3I9I7-DI-273-D 

Kathleen  M.  Ehrsam.  Lewisberg  District  Lay  Leader. 

Sehnsgrove.  PA  31 1  I5-DI-271.1-D 
Kathleen  M,  Ehrsam.  Lewisburg  District  Lay  Leader. 

Sehnsgrove.  PA  3 1 1 17-DI-272-D 

Kathryn  J  Johnson.  New  England:  Jeanne  Knepper; 
Ray  Branton  3I454-HE-306.4-D 

Kathryn  Spry,  Hillcrest  UMC,  Nashville,  TN 
30233CO-606  3-D 

Kathy  Shenkle.  Aldersgate  UMC.  Alexandria,  VA 
3l74l-CO-NonDis-0 

Kathy  Shenkle.  Aldersgate  UMC.  Alexandria.  VA 

31742-CO-NonDis-O 
Kathy  Shenkle.  Aldersgate  UMC.  Alexandria.  VA 

31771-HE-NonDis-O 
Kay  A  Hatch  300I6-FO-65.L-D 
Kay  YiKum.  Crossroads  UMC,  Englewood, 

FL.C  Wilson:L.E.Marine;Wm.Love 

3I059FO-65.J-D 
Ken  Vcrblaauw.  Brick.  NJ  3I98O-IC-2402.2-D 
Kenneth  M  Taylor.  First  UMC.  Kamack,  TX 

3IO(i4-HE-343-D 
Kent  Mason.  Calvary  UMC.  Latham.  NY 

31090-FO-59.D-D 
Kent  Mason.  Calvary  UMC.  Latham,  NY 

3I303-FO-65.G-D 

Kent  Mason.  Calvary  UMC.  Latham.  NY 
3I304-FO-65.C-D 

Kentucky  Annual  Conference  31983-HE-4I4.3-D 

Kirk  Nave.  VA  31826-HE-NonDis-O 

Korean  Caucus.  New  York  3 1 370-GM-NonDis-O 

L  Vastine  Stabler  Jr.  Highlands  UMC,  Birmingham. 

Alabama  3I532-HE-633-D 
Lasse  Jensen.  Aarhus  UMC.  Aarhus.  Denmark 

31960-FO-65-D 


Lauren  D.  Ekdahl.  Nebraska  3017I-FO-65.C-D 
Laurette  Bender.  Elk  Rapids  UMC.  Elk  Rapids.  Ml: 

Ad  Council  30554-LC-248.6-D 
Lawrence  A  Busch.  Kentucky  31972-FO-l  15-D 
Lawrence  A  Busch.  Trenton  UMC.  Trenton.  KY  and 

28  individuals  3095 1  -GJ-705. 1  -D 

Leadership  Council.  First  UMC.  Rock  Island.  IL:  I 

Leadership  Co:  1  indiv. 

309I9-HE-355.1-D 
Lee  Carson,  First  UMC,  Bullard,  TX  3I049-FO-65-D 
LeeBelle  Murray.  St  Andrews  Parish  UMC. 

Charleston.  South  Carolina;  10  indiv. 

30164-FO-66-D 

Leigh  Dry.  First  UMC.  Katy,  TX  30I97-FO-66-D 

Leo  Naapi,  Covenant  UMC,  Reedsport.  OR 
3I0O0-HE-321-D 

Leo  Naapi.  Covenant  UMC.  Reedsport.  OR 

310OI-HE-32I.4-D 
Leon  W.  Cunningham.  Calvary  UMC.  Nashville.  TN 

30181-GJ-O-C 
Leonard  D  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC 

3I6I9-FO-62-D 
Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC. 

Cincinnati.  OH  31520-CC-552.3-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati.  OH  3I52I-CC-552.4-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC. 
Cincinnati.  OH  3 1 527-CO-605.6-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati,  OH  31528-CO-605.6-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati,  OH  3 I537-FA-637-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 

Cincinnati,  OH  3 1 542-GJ-7 10.3-D 
Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 

Cincinnati,  OH  3 1 545-FA-805, 1-D 
Leonard  D  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 

Cincinnati.  OH  31546-FA-805.4-D 
Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMc, 

Cincinnati.  OH  3 I553-GJ-907-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC. 
Cincinnati,  OH3I556-DI-1I04.1-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati.  OH  3 1 557-DI- 1 20 1  -D 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati.  OH  3 1 57 1  -GM- 1 324-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati.  OH  31 575-HE-1407.2-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 

Cincinnati.  OH  3 1 579-IC- 1 704.2-D 
Leonard  D  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 

Cincinnati.  OH  3I614-CO-39-C 
Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 

Cincinnati.  OH  3 1 6 1 5-HE-44-C 
Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 

Cincinnati.  OH  3I6I7-GJ-I6-C 
Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC. 

Cincinnati,  OH  3I675-FO-52-D 

Leonard  D  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC. 

Cincinnati,  OH  31726-CO-NonDis-O 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC. 

Cincinnati.  OH  31727-CO-NonDis-O 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati.  OH  3 1 739-GJ-NonDis-O 

Leonard  D  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  3I627-FO-65-D 

Leonard  D  SluU,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC,  Hyde 
Park,OH3I5I7-CO-4l0.2-D 

Leonard  D.  Slutz.  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati,  OH  31444-LC-264-D 

Leonard  D.  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati,  OH  3I509-CO-502.3-D 


Leonard  D.  Slutz,  Hyde  Park  UMC,  Cincinnati,  OH 
31484-HE-355-D 

Leonard  F  Sjogren,  Iowa;  66  indiv 

31773-CS-NonDis-O 
Linda  B  Troy.  Church  of  the  Savior,  Cincinnati,  OH 

30007-FO-66.F-D 

Linda  Middelberg.  Christ  UMC,  Kettering,  OH;  AdBd 
StPaul;lUMChurch  30003-FO-66.M-D 

Linda  Troy,  Church  of  the  Saviour.  Cincinnati,  OH 
30005-FO-65.F-D 

Linda  Tunnell,  Western  Pennsylvania 
30243-HE-343-D 

Linda  Tunnell,  Western  Pennsylvania 

30244-HE-348.2-D 
Local  church  covenant  steering  committee,  Aldersgate 

UMC,  Highland  Village.  TX 

31872-GJ-70I-D 

Local  church  covenant  steering  committee,  Aldersgate 
UMC,  Highland  Village,  TX 
31875-GJ-702-D 

Local  church  covenant  steering  committee,  Aldersgate 

UMC.  Highland  Village,  TX 

3I876-GJ-703.1-D 
Local  church  covenant  steering  committee,  Aldersgate 

UMC,  Highland  Village.  TX 

3I877-GJ-7I3-D 
Local  church  covenant  steering  committee.  Aldersgate 

UMC.  Highland  Village.  TX 

3I884-CC-537.21-D 

Local  church  members,  Palma-Oakland  UMC, 

Benton,  KY;  58  individuals 

3I7I5-GJ-2627.I-D 
Local  church  steering  committee,  Aldersgate  UMC, 

Highland  Village,  TX  3 1 869-G J-90 1 -D 
Local  church  steering  committee.  Aldersgate  UMC. 

Highland  Village,  TX  3 1 870-GJ-902-D 
Local  church,  Bering  Memorial  UMC,  Houston,  TX 

3I034-LC-206  l-D 

Local  church,  Bering  Memorial  UMC,  Houston,  TX 
3I035-LC-245-D 

Local  church,  Bering  Memorial  UMC,  Houston,  TX 

31037-HE-306.4-D 
Local  church,  Bering  Memorial  UMC,  Houston,  TX; 

2indiv31073-FO-65.G-D 

Local  church,  Bering  Memorial  UMC,  Houston,  TX; 
David  K  Johnson  31 036-LC-245.6-D 

Local  church,  Bering  Memorial  UMc,  Houston,  TX; 
David  K  Johnson  31 042-GJ-4-C 

Local  church,  Bering  Memorial  UMC,  Houston,  Tx; 
David  K  Johnson  3 1050-FO-O-D 

Local  church,  Bering  Memorial  UMC,  Houston, 

TX;David  K  Johnson  31 087-FO-66.H-D 

Local  church.  Christ  Church  UMC.  Santa  Rosa,  CA 

3179I-FO-65-D 
Local  church,  Christ  UMC,  Mayfield,  KY 

3098I-GJ-2626-D 
Local  church,  Conconully  Community  UMC, 

Conconully,  WA  31806-CS-NonDis-O 
Local  church,  Elaine  UMC,  Elaine,  AR;  23  members 

31386-FO-NonDis-O 
Local  church.  First  UMC,  Groveton,  TX:  7  individuals 

31366-HE-NonDis-O 
Local  church,  Groveton  First  UMC,  Groveton,  TX;  7 

indiv31365-FA-NonDis-0 

Local  church,  Groveton  UMC,  Groveton,  TX;  5  indiv 

31364-Dl-NonDis-O 
Local  church,  Middleburg  UMC,  Middleberg,  OH  55 

indiv;  I  AdCo;  31356-FO-NonDis-O 
Local  church.  Mountainside  UMC,  Cedar  Crest,  NM 

31835-FA-NonDis-O 

Local  church.  Old  Salem  UMC,  Bluffton,  IN 

3I645-FO-65-D 
Local  church.  Old  Salem  UMC,  BlufHon,  IN 

3I657-FO-65-D 
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Local  church.  Providence  UMC.  Birmingham.  Ala- 

b»nu3l6l}-CO-30-C 
Local  church.  Sugar  Hill  UMC.  Sugar  HilL  GA 

31378-FA-NonDis-O 

Local  chureh.  Tnniiy  UMC.  Ausdn,  TX 

3I639-FO-65D 
Local  church.  Tnnily  UMC.  Austin.  TX 

3I655-FO-65-D 

Local  church.  Universiiy  UMC.  Madison.  Wl 
3I798FO-65-D 

Local  Pasiof  Fello«ship.  Southwest  Texas 
30:32-CO-602  ID 

Lois  E  Manne.  Englewood  UMC.  Englewood.  FL;  2 
individuals  30936-CO-S07  l-D 

Lois  E  Marine.  Englewood  UMC.  Englewood.  FL;  37 
individuals  309.t9-GJ-702-D 

Loren  L  Ansiadt.  Leaviiisville  UMC.  Leavitisville. 
Ohio.  3AC;  3indiv:  lAdCouncil 
30ll4-FO-NonDis-O 

Lorraine  J  Zeller.  St  Andrews  UMC.  Palo  Alto.  CA 
31755-CS-NonDis-O 

Luron.  NW.  NE.  NC.  Northern  Philippines  AC 
30242-CC-548-D 

Lynn  M.  Somers.  Eastern  Pennsylvania;  77  individu- 
als 30I7O-HE-2OO-D 

Mandc  Mutombo  Mulumiashimba,  Lecturer  in  Litera- 
ture. University  of  Lubumbashi, 
NKatanga  AC  31205-CC-NonDis-OS 

MARCHA  31280-GM-NonDis-O 

MARCHA  3l28l-GM-NonDis-0 

MARCHA  31282-GM-NonDis-O 

MARCHA  31283-FO-NonDis-O 

MARCHA  31284-GM-NonDis-O 

MARCHA  31285-GM-NonDis-O 

MARCHA  31286-CS-NonDis-O 

MARCHA  31287-FA-NonDis-O 

MARCHA  31 325-CO-I3-C 

MARCHA  3 1326-GM-NonDis-O 

MARCHA  31327-GM-NonDis-O 

MARCHA;.  Florida  AC;  NC  New  York  AC 
31288-GM-NonDis-O! 

Marcia  Hauer.  Esucada  UMC.  Portland.  OR 

3I6M-FO-66-D 
Margaret  A.  Paige.  Detroit  30IOI-HE-365.2-D 
Margaret  Hansen,  First  UMC,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml 

30955-FA-807  12-D 
Margie  J.  Mayson,  Western  New  York,  David  Cosson 

and  Amy  Kerr  3I069-FO-65-D 
Marjorie  Byroads.  Williams  Center  Asbury  UMC. 

Bryan.  OH  3I45I-FO-304.3-D 

MaQone  Byroads.  Williams  Center  Asbury  UMC, 

Bryan.OH31650-FO-65-D 
Maijone  Byroads.  Williams  Center  Asbury  UMC. 

Bryan.OH3l556-FO-65-D 
Mar]onc  Byroads.  Williams  Center  Asbury  UMC. 

Bryan.  OH  31784-FO-NonDis-O 
Mark  D  Wali.  KY  3I574-FO-67-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC,  Fairfax.  VA 

3I447.FO-304  3-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3I574-HE-I406-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3l6:5-FO-64-C 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3I630-FO-65-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3I636-FO-65-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3I543-FO-65-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

31644-FO-65-D 


Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3I660FO-65-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax,  VA 

3I569-FO-56-D 
Mark  Tooley,  Pender  UMC,  Fairfax,  VA 

3I670-FO-66-D 
Mark  Tooley,  Pender  UMC,  Fairfax,  VA 

3I573-FO-67-D 
Mark  Tooley,  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3I676-FO-68-D 
Mark  Tooley,  Pender  UMC,  Fairfax,  VA 

3I677-FO-68-D 
Mark  Tooley,  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

31678-FO-68-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3I684-FO-69-D 
Mark  Tooley,  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax,  VA,  I  indiv. 

3I659-FO-65-D 
Mark  Tooley,  Pender  UMC,  Fairfax,  VA;1  indiv 

3I658-FO-65-D 
Mark  Tooley.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  Virginia 

3I549-FA-806.I4-D 
Mary  F  Jones.  Odessa  UMC.  Odessa.  DC 

31733-CS-NonDis-O 
Mary  Lynn  Holly.  Antioch  UMC.  Nashville.  TN 

31609-GJ-4-C 

Matthew  Dotson.  Dayton,  OH  3 1 706-CS-NonDis-O 
Matthew  S  Vier,  NoGeorgia  3 1 898-HE-33 1 . 1  -D 

Melissa  M.  Anderson.  Madison  Avenue  UMC.  Peoria. 

1L3I959-FO-65-D 
Melody  Priest.  St.  Paul  UMC.  South  Charleston.  WV 

30103-FO-NonDis-O 
Melvin  E.  West,  Missouri  West  31331-GJ-NonDis-O 
Members  and  attendees,  Columbus  UMC,  Columbus, 

NC  30268-GJ-NonDis-O 

Memphis;  and  others  30045-FO-65.J-D 
Memphis;  and  others  30 1 1 8-GJ-2527. 1 -D 
Meredith  Rupe.  Detroit  AC  30563-HE-337.1-D 
Methodists  United  for  Peace  with  Justice 

306I7-CS-R556-U 
MFSA  30034-LC-20O-D 
MFSA3I458-HE-306.4-D 
MFSA3I459-HE-3I5.9-D 
MFSA31465-HE-32I.4-D 
MFSA3I47I-HE-326-D 
MFSA3I652-FO-65-D 
MFSA3I662-FO-66-D 
MFSA31653-FO-66-D 
MFSA3l692-CS-NonDis-0 
MFSA  31756-CS-NonDis-O 
MFSA  31948-CS-NonDis-O 
MFSA  31949-CS-NonDis-O 
MFSA  31950-CS-NonDis-O 
MFSA  3l95l-CS-NonDis-0 
MFSA3l952-CS-NonDis-0 
MFSA  31953-CS-NonDis-O 
MFSA  31954-CS-NonDis-O 
MFSA  31955-GJ-NonDis-O 
MFSA  31955-CS-NonDis-O 
MFSA  31957-CS-NonDis-O 
MFSA,  Wisconsin  CBCS  31448-FO-304.2-D 
Michael  David  Tabb,  Texas  31874-GJ-702-D 
Michael  David  Tabb,  Texas  3I88;-HE-40I-D 
Michael  L  Daniels,  WV,  1  CC  31834-FO-NonDis-O! 
Michael  W  Topham,  North  Arkansas 

30074-HE-3I5.5-D 
Michelle  Gray  Dillon,  First  UMC,  Flemingtburg.  KY 

30021-FO-65J-D 
Minnesou  3 1420-FO-l  1 7-D 


Minnesou3l439-LC-262  l-D 
Minnesota  31 445-GJ-267-D 
Mmnesota  3I475-HE-329.3-D 
Mmnesou  3I486-HE-3S5  6-D 
Minnesou  3IS99GJ-26I3-D 
Minnesota  31602GJ-2624.I-D 
Minnesota  31 567-FO-66-D 
Mississippi  &  others  30O89-DI-273-D 
Mississippi  30075-HE-306.3-D 
Mississippi  30099-LC-273-O 
Mississippi  30IOO-CO-MI.3-D 
Mississippi  30209-GJ-NonDis-O 
Mississippi;  2  indiv;  UMRural  Fellowship 

30075-FA-NonDis-O 
Mozambique  30172-CC-NonDis-O 
Multi-Ethnic  Center,  Colombia.  MD 

31780-HE-NonDis-O 
Multi-Ethnic  Center,  Columbia,  MD 

31779-IC-NonDis-O 
Multi-Ethnic  Center.  Columbia.  MD 

3l78l-HE-NonDis-0 
Murray  W.  Neumeyer.  Southern  New  Jersey 

30305-FA-NonDis-O 
Nance  Cummingham,  St  Mark's  UMC,  Bethany.  OK 

31344-CS-R235-U 
Nance  Cunningham,  St  Mark's  UMC.  Bethany,  OK 

3I343-CS-RI45-U 
National  Assoc,  of  Conference  Council  Directors 

3I093-CO-500-D 

Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

3I290-GJ-267.6-D 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31291-GM-NonDis-O! 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31292-GM-NonDis-O 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31293-GM-NonDis-O! 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31294-CS-NonDis-O 
Native  Amencan  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31295-GM-NonDis-O 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31296-FA-NonDis-O 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

3I297-CO-I2-C 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31298-CS-NonDis-O 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31299-CS-NonDis-O 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31300-CS-NonDis-O 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

3l30l-FA-NonDis-O$ 
Native  American  Intemat'l  Caucus  of  UMC 

31302-FA-NonDis-O! 
Natl  Assoc  of  AC.  Uy  Uaders  3 1  gg2-DI-«54-D 
Natl  Assoc,  of  AC  Uy  Leaders  3l9tS-LC-262  2-D 
Nal'l  Assoc  ofConf  Council  Directors 

3I094-HE-429.6-D 
Nal'l  Assoc,  of  Conf  Council  Directors 

3I095-GJ-907  ID 

Nat'l  Assoc,  of  Conf  Council  Dircclon 
3I096-GJ-7I8-D 

Nal'l  Assoc,  of  Conf  CoutKil  Direclon 
3I097-FA-609  2D 

Nal'l  Assoc,  of ConfPres  of  UMM;,  NCJUMM;  NM 
Conf  UMM;E  Ohio  UMM 
3026I-DI-I104  ID 

Nal'l  Federation  of  Asian- Am  UMs 
31764-FA-NonDis-O 
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Nat'l  Federation  orAsian-Am  UMs 
31765-GM-NonDis-O 

Nal'l  Federation  of  Asian-Am  UMs 
3l757-FA-NonDis-0$ 

Nat'l  Federation  of  Asian-Am  UMs;,  6  indiv. 
31766-GM-NonDis-O 

NE  COLO  SubDistrict  Council  on  Ministries,  Rocky 

Mtn  30897-D1-272.3-D 

Nebrasl<a307l7-GJ-2628-D 
Nebrasl(a307l8-GJ-2627-D 
Nebraska  30719-GJ-2626-D 
Nebraska  30720-GJ-2625-D 
Nebraska  30722-GJ-2623-D 
Nebraska  30725-FO-65-D 
Nebraska;  Davis  Roy  Carothers  Jr  30726-HE-O-D 
Nebraska;  UM  Rural  Fellowship  30724-CS-NonDis-O 
Ncbraska;Catherine  Ake  30721-GJ-2624-D 
Nebraska;UM  Rural  Fellowship  30723-FO-67-D 
New  England  30124-CS-Rl-U 
New  England  30296-GJ-267.6-D 
New  England  30297-FA-NonDis-O! 
New  Mexico  AC  &  others, .  30887-LC-254-D 
New  York  30480-GJ-NonDis-O 
New  York  30481-GM-NonDis-O 
New  York;  and  others  30053-HE-355.1-D 
Nina  H  Sozansky.  St  Luke's  UMC,  Kokomo.  IN 
31569-GM-131I-D 

Nina  H  Sozansky,  St  Luke's  UMC,  Kokomo,  IN 

31570-GM-13I8-D 
Nina  H  Sozansky,  St  Luke's  UMC,  Kokomo,  IN 

31573-HE-1405-D 
Nina  H  Sozansky.  St  Luke's  UMC,  Kokomo,  IN 

3I585-IC-2103-D 

NNJ:  NY:  NE;  VA  30167-GM-NonDis-O$ 
No.Texas  Delegation  loG.C.  3196I-LC-201-D 
NoNJ  &  2AC;GBCS;3indiv;llocal  ch;PNW 

C&S;IChCoun  30497-GJ-266-D 
Norman  A  Wilson,  Vermilion  UMC,  Vermilion,  ILL 

31716-FO-65-D 
Norman  W  Klump,  Detroit  3 1777-CO-NonDis-O 
North  Alabama  31 330-CS-NonDis-O 
North  Arkansas  30191-FA-807-D 
North  Arkansas  30I92-FA-807.5-D 
North  Arkansas  30I93-HE-343.1-D 
North  Arkansas;  Jim  Bcal  30049-HE-332-D 
North  Carolina  &  2  others  3001  l-GJ-NonDis-O 
North  Carolina  302 1 2-GJ-4-C 
North  Carolina  30213-FO-O-D 
North  Carolina  302  I4-FO-68.F-D 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  3  I984-FO-65.J-D 
North  Central  New  York  30020-FA-NonDis-O 
North  Central  New  York  30472-GJ-650-D 
North  German  3 1 045-CO-3 1  -C 
North  Indiana  30174-LC-249.12-D 
North  Indiana  30175-FO-NonDis-O 
North  Indiana  30I76-GJ-710.2-D 
North  Indiana  30I78-HE-340.I-D 
North  Indiana  30I79-CC-537,19-D 
North  Indiana;  TN;  MN;  FL;  NC;  NY;  KY;  GBHEM; 

BMCR  30182-HE-NonDis-O$ 
Nonheastem  Jurisdictional  Comm.  on  Episcopacy 

31978-CO-5II-D 
Northern  Illinois  3Q886-LC-254-D 
Northern  Illinois  30973-FA-2512.2-D 
Northern  Illinois  30978-GJ-2602-D 
Northern  Illinois  3I043-CO-15-C 
Northern  Illinois  31047-GJ-57-C 


Northern  Illinois  3  I075-FO-65.G-D 
Northern  Illinois  31 385-FO-NonDis-O 
Northern  Katanga;  Tanganika-Tanzania 

31204-CC-NonDis-O 
Northern  New  Jersey  30166-FO-65.G-D 
Noi^vay3l710-CO-603-D 
Norway  3171 1-CC-537.9-D 
NT  delegation  to  GC  31963-DI-NonDis-O 
NT  delgation  to  GC.  31962-HE-355-D 
NTX  delegation  to  GC  3 1954-LC-NonDis-O 
Nyle  Hershberger,  Belmont  UMC,  Johnstown,  PA 

31747-DI-NonDis-O 
Nyle  Hershberger,  Belmont  UMC,  Johnstown,  PA; 

2indiv  3 1 744-DI-NonDis-O 
NYMO31507-LC-258.2-D 
NYMO31508-CO-502.3-D 
NYMO31558-D1-120I-D 
NYMO31559-DI-1202-D 
NYMO31560-DI-I204-D 
NYMO31561-D1-1205-D 
NYMO31562-DI-1206.3-D 
NYMO3I563-D1-I207.I-D 
NYMO  31564-DI-I207.2-D 
NYMO31565-D1-1207.2-D 
NYMO3I566-DI-1207.4-D 
NYMO3I567-DI-I209-D 
NYMO31568-DI-1210-D 
NYMO  31804-DI-NonDis-O 
O  Richard  Bowyer,  West  Virginia 

31697-LC-NonDis-O 
O.  Edv.  Borgen,  Lillestrom  UMC,  Lillestrom,  Norway 

3I598-GJ-2610-D 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference 

31958-ZZ— 1-0 
Oregon-Idaho  30215-CS-NonDis-O 
Oregon-Idaho  302 1 5-CS-NonDis-O 
Oregon-Idaho  30217-FO-65.C-D 
Oregon-Idaho  30218-CS-NonDis-O 
Oregon-Idaho  30219-CS-NonDis-O 
Oregon-Idaho  30220-HE-306.4-D 
Oregon-Idaho  30221-FO-65.C-D 
Oregon-Idaho  30223-FO-NonDis-O 
Oregon-Idaho;  269  indiv;  lAdCouncil 

30222-FO-65.G-D 
Pacific  Northwest  30696-FO-NonDis-O 
Pacific-Northwest  30691-FO-65.C-D 
Pacific-Nonhwest  30692-FO-65.G-D 
Pacific-Nonhwest  30693-FO-65.G-D 
Pacific-Northwest  30694-CS-NonDis-O 
Pacific-Northwest  30695-GJ-NonDis-O 
Pacific-Northwest  30697-CS-NonDis-O 
Pacific-Nonhwest  30698-DI-NonDis-O 
Pamela  Cook,  Greensfork  UMC,  Economy,  IN 

31629-FO-65-D 

Pamela  LeMarill  Walton,  Waynesfield  UMC, 

Waynesfield,  OH;76Indiv 

30674-FO-NonDis-C 
Pat  Trainor,  El  Paso,  TX  3 1 348-HE-NonDis-O 
Pat  Wyatt,  Palma/Oakland  UMC,  Benton,  KY;  53 

indiv.  31550-FA-8II  5-D 

Pat  Wyatt,  Palma/Oakland  UMC,  Benton,  KY;  59  in- 
dividuals 31603-GJ-2625-D 

Pat  Wyatt,  Palma/Oakland  UMC,  Benton,  KY;  65  in- 
dividuals 31489-HE-358.1-D 

Patricia  A  McCallister,  Fort  Jones  UMC,  Fort  Jones, 
CA31633-FO-65-D 

Patricia304.3-D 

Paul  F  Perry,  SWTX  31587-IC-240I-D 


Paul  F  Perry,  SW  TX  3162I-FO-63-D 
Paul  F  Perry,  SW  TX  3I728-GM-R617-U 
Paul  F  Perry,  SW  TX  3I734-CS-R502-U 
Paul  F.  Perry,  SW  TX  3I497-HE^I2-D 
Paul  K  Lungi,  NE  AC  Central  Africa;  8  indiv 

31786-CO-NonDis-O 
Paul  L  Whalen,  Highland  UMC,  Fort  Thomas,  KY 

31731-GM-NonDis-O 
Paula  R  Marbury,  OH  31730-CO-NonDis-O 
Peter  F  Milloy,  Minnesota  3151 3-CO-507-D 
Philip  M  Niblack,  Missouri  East  3 1 607-GJ-4-C 
Philip  M  Niblack,  Missoun  East  31693-FA-NonDis-O 
Philip  Niblack,  Missouri  East  31725-FA-NonDis-0$ 
Philippines  30125-CO-30-C 

Phyllis  Choate  Southard,  Kansas  East  3I051-FO-64-D 
Phyllis  W.  Kennedy,  Asbury  UMC,  Rochester,  NY 

31068-FO-65-D 
Porter  J.  Womeldorff,  Grace  UMC,  Decatur,  IL 

31276-D1-272.3-D 
Preston  D.  Miller  Jr.,  Christ  UMC,  Memphis,  TN 

30042-HE-430.I-D 

Preston  D.  Miller  Jr.,  Christ  UMC,  Memphis,  TN 
30043-HE-4I7-D 

Puerto  Rico  3l206-FA-NonDis-O$ 

Puerto  Rico  3 1 504-FA-NonDis-O 

Puerto  Rico  3 1 505-FA-NonDis-O 

R.K.  "Kelly"  Curtis,  Oakwood  UMC,  Lubbock,  TX 

30019-CO-522.3-D 
R.K."Kelly"  Curtis,  Oakwood  UMC,  Lubbock,  Texas 

30486-FO-65.G-D 
Ralph  Pedersen,  California  Nevada 

30616-FO-NonDis-O 
Ramus  G.  Freeman,  South  Georgia;  G.Ross  Freeman; 

IChCo;  lUMChurch 

30255-FA-806.12-D 

Randall  Aldering.  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo,  MI,I 
AC,llAdBd,2ind,lqtrconf 
30I12-FA-612.I-D 

Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo, 

Ml,  1 3AdBd;  1 5ind;  ICCon;  I  QtConf 

301I9-FA-81I.5-D 
Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo, 

MI,6AdBd;3AC;  1  SScl;9ind;  I  UMC 

30121-FA-806.12-D 
Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo,  MI;3AdBd; 

24indiv;  I  loca  ch;KY  300 1 5-HE-4 14.3-D 

Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo, 

MI;8AdBd;IQuart.Conf;KY 

30130-FA-512.4-D 
Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan 

30129-HE-328.I-D 
Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan 

Barbara  Presutti  301 1 1-GJ-4-C 
Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo,  Michi- 

gan;7AdBd;84ind;ISScl;KY 

30109-FO-304.3-D 

Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo,MI;  I  local 

ch.comm;,  10  AC;  1 1 1  indiv;llocal  ch 

30120-CO-502.3-D 
Randall  Aldering,  First  UMC,  Kalamazoo,MI;  39 

Individ;  Ala-WFl;, 

K  Y;4AdCo;  I  SScI;  IChCoun; 

30066-HE-331.1-D 
Randi  Hetrington  Sosa,  Holy  Covenant  UMC,  Katy, 

TX31938-CO-I5-C 
Randi  Henrington  Sosa,  Holy  Covenant  UMC,  Katy, 

TX31939-GJ-2624.4-D 
Raul  F.  Perry,  Southwest  TX  31485-HE-355.6-D 
Raymon  E.  While.  Holston  3I437-LC-262.I-D 
Raymon  E.  White,  Holston  3 I438-LC-262.2-D 
Reconciling  Task  Force,  Pittsburgh,  PA  ; 

30649-FO-NonDis-O  i 
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Re<  A  DKkey.  Nonh  Artaiuas  3I4S6-HE-3I5.2-D 

RKhml  J  SpKly.  St  Peter's  UMC.  Se*iile.  WA;  42 
individiuls  )0548-CO-509  ID 

Richard  R  Haight.  Co%enani  UMC.  Guthersburg.  MD 

J00I2FO-66J-D 
Richtrd  Randolph,  Baltimore-Wathinglon 

3l7l9-CS-NooDis-0! 
Richard  Vauuy.  East  Ohio  30183-FO-NonDis-O 
Rile>  BCase.  Nonh  Indiaru  3I576-HE-1427  l-D 
Riley  B  Case  Nonh  Indiaiu  30g7S-FO-l03-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30g76-FO- 103-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3087g-LC-203-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30879-LC-222  ID 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30882-LC-247-D 
Rilcy  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30gg4-LC-249-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  308gg-LC-2Sg.3-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30889-LC-2Sg.l-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30894-DI-270-D 
Riley  B  Case.  North  Indiana  30899-FO-304  l-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30906-HE-33I-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30909-HE-332.I-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  30990-LC-2I3.I-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3099I-LC-2I7.7-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3101 1-GJ-705.2-D 
Riley  B  Case.  North  Indiana  3  I0I2-GJ-7I4.9-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3101 S-GJ-906. 1 6-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3I0I6-DI-1 108  l-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3I0I7-DI-1 120.3-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3I0I8-GM-I30I-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3I020-GM-I3I8-D 
Rik)  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3I02I-HE-I4I8.3-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3I022-HE-I426-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3  l04g-FO-63-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  31 088-FO-66-D 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3l3Sg-DI-R7l6-U 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana  3 1 3S9-FO-R 1 26-U 
Riley  B  Case.  Nonh  Indiana.  Nina  H  Sozansky 

3IOI9-GM-I3I2  3-D 
Ritt  Taylor.  First  UMC.  Grovetoo,  TX 

3I065-FO-65G-D 
Roben  B  Smell.  East  Ohio:  I  AdCoun;  IChConCKY 

306I5-FO-«5J-D 
Roben  C  Cook.  Miswun  UMC.  Columbia.  Missouri 

155  indiv  30198-FO-NonDis-O 
Roben  D  Simison.  Kansas  West  3I062-FO-6S.C-D 
Roben  E  Kiser.  Kinp  Mi  Chapel  UMC.  Yock.  SC 

30I85-HE-433.I-D 
Roben  H  Thompson.  Wesley  UMC.  Oklahoma  City, 

OK3049l-FO-«3-C 
Roben  H  Thompson.  Wesley  UMC.  Oklahoma  City, 

OK  3066g-HE-432.2-D 
Roben  H  Thompson.  Wesley  UMC.  Oklahoma  Ciiy. 

OK3I873-GJ-702  l-D 

Roben  H  Thompson.  Wesley  UMC.  Oklahoma  Oily. 
OK3I896-HE-32I4-D 

Roben  H  Thompson.  Wesley  UMC.  Oklahoma.  OK 

3I796-FO-«0-C 
Roben  H  Thompson.  Wesley  UMC.  Oklahoma  City. 

OK30267-FO-304  l-D 

Roben  L  Kuypet.  Cal-Nev  30922-HE-358  l-D 
Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  30933-HE-4 1 3-D 
Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  30937-CO-509  3-D 
Roben  L  Kuypef.  Cal-Nev  309J4-FA-8O6  12-D 
Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  30982-GJ-2626-D 
Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  309g3-GJ-2626  3-D 
Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  309«4-GJ-2627  l-D 
Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  30985-GJ-2627J.D 
Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  309t6-GJ-2627.l-D 


Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  30987-GJ-2627.3-D 
Roben  L  Kuyper.  Cal-Nev  3I044-CO-30-C 

Roben  L.  Walker.  PaciHc  Northwest 

30105-IC-NonDiS-O 
Roben  Lee  Caitiary.  Holsion  31763-HE-NonDis-O 
Roben  Robinson.  Texas.  3  clergy  3I5I5-CO-509-D 
Roben  T  Casey,  Virginia  3 1 522-CO-555. 1  -D 
Roben  T.  Casey.  Virginia  3 I478-HE-340-D 
Roben  W  Smith.  Jr.  Alabama  30080-HE-326.I-D 
Roben  W  Smith.  Jr..  Alabama  30079-HE-3I5  4-D 
Rocky  Mtn  3I435-CO-602.I-D 
Rocky  Mtn  3I487-HE-340.I-D 
Rocky  Mtn  3I488-HE-340  6-D 
Rocky  Mtn  3I604-FO-65  G-D 

Rodenc  L.  Mullen,  Nonh  Carolina  3I476-HE-333.I-D 
Rodney  W  Osbome.  First  UMC.  UGrange.  IL 

31695-FA-NonDis-O 
Rodney  W  Osborne.  First  UMC.  UGrange,  ILL 

3I578-FA-I506.I2-D 

Roger  Barr.  PNW  3 1 827-GJ-NonDis-O 
Roger  Ban.  PNW  3l828-HE-NonDi$-0 
Roger  Ban.  PNW  3 1 829-GJ-NonDis-O 
Roger  Ban.  PNW  3I903-HE-35I-D 
Ronald  A.  Girilich,  Cal-Nev  30930-CO-407. 1 -D 
Ronald  Greilich.  Cal-Nevada;  5  indiv 

31279-GJ-NonDis-O! 
Rosa  Lee  A.  Bell.  Elaine  UMC.  Elaine.  AR 

3I038-FO-65.C-D 
Roy  E  Jacobsen.  NY  31837-LC-NonDis-O 
Roy  E.  Jacobsen  30072-FA-6IO-D 
Roy  E.  Jacobsen  30073-GM-I3I8.9-D 
Roy  E  Jacobsen.  NY  30618-CS-NonDiS-O 
Rufus  H  Stark  II.  Nonh  Carolina 

31757-GJ-NonDis-OS 
Russ  Loehr,  North  Oaircmont,  San  Diego.  CA  James 

R.  Hill  30650-FO-65.G-D 
Russ  Loehr.  North  Oairemont.  San  Diego,  CA;  1 

Ad  Coun.  J  Hill  30655-GJ-2624. 1 -D 

Russ  Loehr.  North  Claireirvont.  San  Diego,  CA;  James 

Hill;  I  Ad  Council  30656-CO-406-D 
Russ  Loehr.  Nonh  Clairemoni.  San  Diego.  CA;  James 

R.  Hill  30654-FA-2505-D 
Russ  Loehr.  North  Clairemont,  San  Diego,  CA;  James 

R  Hill  30660-HE-402-DJ 
Russ  Loehr.  North  Clairemont.  San  Diego,  CA;  James 

R  Hill;  I  Ad  Co  30652-HE-322-D 
Russ  Loehr,  Nonh  Oaircmont,  San  Diego.  CA;  James 

R.  Hill;  I  Ad  Co  30653-HE-324-D 

Run  Loehr,  North  Oaircmont.  San  Diego.  CA;  James 

R.  Hill;  I  Ad  Co  30657-HE-328-D 
Run  Loehr,  Nonh  Oaircmont,  San  Diego.  CA;  James 

R.  Hill.  1  Ad  Co  30658-HE-4O4-D 
Ruis  Loehr,  Nonh  Oaircmont.  San  Diego.  CA;  James 

R.  Hill;  I  Ad  Co  30659-HE-4O3-D 
Rum  Loehr,  North  Oaircmont.  San  Diego.  CA  James 

R.  Hill.  1  AdCoun  3065 1 -FO- 304.  ID 

RwandaDUlnct3l974-CC-220l  l-D 
Sandy  Liddell.  Cal-Pacific;  266  indiv 

3l27g-FO-NonDis-0 
Scott  E  Manning.  Tnniiy  UMC.  Ml  Pleasant.  MI.2 

indiv3l723-DI-NonDis-0 

Scon  E  Manning.  Tnnity  UMC.  Six  Lakes.  Ml 
3I593-GJ-2602-D 


Scoa  E  Manning.  Tnnity  UMC.  Sia  Lakes,  Ml 

3I685-FO-70-D 
Scoa  Shafer.  Link  Rock  3l8l0-FA-NonDi*-O 

Secretary  of  the  General  Conference  30258 l-V 

Secmary  of  the  General  Conference  30790 l-V 

Secretary  of  the  General  Conference  30908 l-V 


Seven  RecoiKiling  Congregations.  Harvard  Epwonh 

UMC.  Cambndge.  MA 

30264-FO-65  G-D 
Seven  RecorKiling  Congregaiions.  Harvard  Epwonh 

UMC.  Cambndge.  MA.  MFSA.  I  AdCo; 

2indiv  30263-FO-304  3-D 
Sharon  Beattie.  West  Ohio  3I452-HE-306  3-D 
Sharon  Bealtie.  West  Ohio  3I46I-HE-3I6-D 
Sharon  Bcaltie.  West  Ohio  3 1 464-HE-32 1  -D 
Sharon  Beanie.  West  Ohio  3 I466-HE-326-D 
Sharon  J.  Millsap.  Olterbein  UMC.  Dayton.  OH  and 

396  individuals  30952-GJ-707-D 
Sharon  Millsap.  Otterfoein  UMC.  Dayton.  OH  and  372 

individuals  3095O-GJ-703  13-D 
Sharon  Millsap.  Ollerfoein  UMC.  Dayton.  OH;  24  indi- 
viduals 30939-CO-5I0  2-D 
Sharon  Millsap.  Onerbein  UMC.  Dayton.  OH;  31  indi- 
viduals 30966-HE-I40O-D 
Sharon  Milsap.  Otierbein  UMC.  Dayton.  OH:  366  in- 
dividuals 30935-CO-507-D 
Sharon  R.  Johnson.  Lincoln.  NE  30902-FO-304  3-D 
Sharon  R.  Johnson.  Lincoln.  NE  3I071-FO-65  G-D 
Sharon  R.  Johnson.  RecorKiling  UMs.  Lincoln,  NE 

3I086-FO-66.H-D 
Sharon  R.  Johnson.  Reconciling  UMs,  Lincoln,  NE 

31363-FO-NonDis-O 
Sharon  R.  Johnson,  UMC.  Lincoln.  NE 

3I055-FO-65.C-D 
Shawn  C  Bishop.  Slow  UMC.  Stow.  OH 

31620-FO-63-D 
Shawn  C  Bishop.  Slow  UMC.  Slow.  OH 

31836-FO-NonDiS-O 
Sherri  Schalk.  Pender  UMC.  Fairfax.  VA 

3I87I-FA-806-D 
Shiriey  Moore-Krsckhardt.  Nonh  Central  NY 

3I463-HE-319-D 
So.  District.  Rio  Grande  Conf;  and  others 

3007I-FO-65.G-D 
SoNJ.  and  others  30127-FO-6SJ-D 
Sonja  Tilley.  NC  UMW  Executive  Comminee.  Hurdle 

MilU.  NC  3I758-CS-R421-U 
South  Carolina  30248-LC-234.I-D 
South  Carolina  30249-LC-234  J-D 
South  Carolina  30250-HE-355.2-D 
South  Carolma  3025 1  -HE-355.2-D 
South  Carolina  302S2-HE-3S5.2-D 
South  Carolina  30253-FA-NonDis-O 
South  Carolina  30254-FA-NonDis-O 
South  Georgia  3Ch  Co;  I  Ad  Bd;  SI  indiv 

30I22-FA-82I  IDS 
South  Georgia.  NIndiana.  2  Ad  Councils 

30l6g-HE-33l  l-D 
Southern  New  Jersey  31971-GJ-266-DS 
Soulhem-Ncw  Jersey  30143-GJ-NonDis-O 
Stan  Basler.  OK  3 1 703-HE-NonDu-O 
Stephen  C  Shapard.  Memphis  3009g-CO-«O4-D 
Sieve  Tippii.  Union  UMC.  Belleville.  ILL 

31770-IC-NonDu-O 
Steven  N  Galyon.  Holston  3I900-HE-33I  3-D 
Steven  Putka.  St  Paul  UMC.  Steveni  Point,  Wl 

3I8I2-CS-R4M-U 
Steven  Putka,  St  Paul  UMC.  Stevens  Point.  Wl 

3I868-FA-I504-D 
Steven  Putka.  Si  Paul  UMC.  Stevens  Point.  Wl 

3I878-GJ-716-D 
Study  Commission  for  Health  A  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

304I0-CO-607  4-D 
Study  Commission  for  Health  A  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

3041  l-HE-633  2-D 
Study  Commission  for  Health  A  Fitness  CIcrgy/Lay 

)04l2-FA-64«-0 
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Study  Commission  for  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

30413-CO-649.2-D 
Study  Commission  for  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

30414-GJ-715-D 

Study  Commission  for  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

304I5-HE-1405.24-D 
Study  Commission  for  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

304I6-FA-2520.1-D 

Study  Commission  for  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

304I7-LC-2543-D 
Study  Commission  for  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

304I8-LC-2549-D 

Study  Commission  Health  &  Fitness 
30I26-LC-262.2-D 

Study  Commission  Health  &  Fitness 
30403-FO-66.G-D 

Study  Commission  Health  &  Fitness 
30404-HE-306.3-D 

Study  Commission  Health  &  Fitness 
30405-HE-315  8-D 

Study  Commission  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 
30406-HE-325.4-D 

Study  Commission  Health  and  Fitness 

30295-LC-245.6-D 
Study  Coinmission  on  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

30407-HE-328.I-D 

Study  Commission  on  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

30408-HE-34I.2-D 
Study  Commission  on  Health  &  Fitness  Clergy/Lay 

30409-HE-354-D 
Sue  Culberlson  Jarrett,  WV A  3 1 897-HE-326.3-D 
Susan  Gnilman  30I77-GJ-4-C 
Susan  Kingsbury,  Rivenon  UMC.  Riverton,  WY;  83 

indiv.  31707-FO-NonDis-O 

Suzanne  Williams-Whorl,  Central  PA;  Joy  E 

Zimmerman  3 1 72 1  -CS-NonDis-O 
Taiwanese  Caucus,  Cal-Nevada  3 1 380-GM-NonDis-O 
Taiwanese  Caucus,  Cal-Nevada  3 1 788-GM-R684-U 
Task  Force  on  Denominational  Concerns,  First  UMC, 
Marietta,  G A  3 1 332-Dl-NonDis-O 

Task  force  on  denominational  concerns.  Marietta  First 

UMC,  Marieta,  GA;  Samanlha  E  Neville 

31083-FO-NonDis-O 
Task  force  on  denominational  concerns.  Marietta  First 

UMC,  Marietta,  G A 

31082-FO-NonDis-O 
Task  Force  on  Denominational  Concerns,  Marietta 

First  UMC,  Marietta,  GA 

31335-FA-NonDis-O 
Task  Force  on  Denominational  Concerns,  Marietta 

First  UMC,  Marietta,  GA;  Bob  Parrot! 

3I336-FA-249.13-D 
Task  Force  on  Denominational  Concersn,  Manetta 

First  UMC,  Marietta,  GA 

31334-FA-NonDis-O 

Task  Force  on  SMF  on  Young  People 
31929-GJ-NonDis-O 

Task  Force  on  STBC  for  2 1  st  Century 

31928-GJ-NonDis-OS 
Tennessee  &  3  others  &  various  local  churches/ind. 

3()0I3-GJ-2624,I-D 
Tennessee;  NYMO;  BMCR  30485-FA-NonDis-O 
Terence  W  McCormick,  Metropolitan-Duane  UMC, 

New  York,  NY  31634-FO-65-D 
Terry  Dye,  Pataskala  UMC,  Pataskala,  OH;  W.  Mich 

30669-HE-358.2-D 
Theodore  1,  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater,  OK 

315I2-CO-505-D 
Theodore  L  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater,  OK 

31552-GJ-NonDis-O 

Theodore  L  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater,  OK 
3I586-1C-2401-D 


Theodore  L  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater.  OK 
31588-1C-2402.I-D 

Theodore  L  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater,  OK 
31589-IC-2402.2-D 

Theodore  L  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater,  OK 
31590-1C-2402.3-D 

Theodore  L.  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater,  OK 
31453-HE-306.5-D 

Theodore  L.  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater,  OK 
3I494-HE-409.1-D 

Theodore  L.  Agnew,  First  UMC,  Stillwater,  OK 

3I526-CO-603-D 
Thomas  A  Lambrecht,  Wl  31849-GJ-NonDis-0$ 
Thomas  A  Lambrecht,  WI  3I85I-LC-255I-D 
Thomas  D.  Craven,  Aldersgate  UMC,  York,  PA 

31985-FO-65J-D 

Thomas  Lane  Butts,  Alabama-WF 
31817-HE-NonDis-O 

Thomas  Lane  Butts,  Alabama-WF 
31818-HE-NonDis-O 

Thomas  Lane  Butts,  Alabama-WF 

31819-HE-NonDis-O 
Thomas  Lee  Boles,  Grace  UMC,  Alamogordo,  New 

Mexico  30173-CS-NonDis-O 

Thomas  R.  Springman,  Central  PA 

30975-LC-2543.8-D 
Thurston  Shumway,  Wyoming  3 1053-FO-65.G-D 
Tommy  N  Elms,  Wallace  UMC,  Canton,  TX 

31600-GJ-2624-D 

Troy31072-FO-65.G-D 

UM  Appalachian  Development  Committee 

3I349-DI-R430-U 
UM  Missionary  Association,  Cookson  Hills  Cen- 

ter-UM  Mission,  Cookson, 

OK;2ChCommwork;Deac&HomeMissio 

30061-HE-326.3-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 100-LC-NonDis-O 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 101-HE-343.5-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 103-CO-605.6-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31  I04-CO-607.3-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 106-IC-642-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 107-1C-642.1-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 108-HE-659-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 109-HE-659-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  3111 0-LC-2548.2-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 139-LC-NonDis-O 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  3 1 140-FA-NonDis-O 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31  l4l-Dl-NonDis-0 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  3 1 142-LC-2 1 3-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 I43-D1-273-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 144-HE-306-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  31 145-HE-31  l-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  3 1 1 46-HE-3 1 1  -D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship  3 1 147-HE-3 1 8.2-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship,  WI  31 1 1 1-LC-2550-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship.  Wl;  W  Michigan 

31105-HE-633.1-D 
UM  Rural  Fellowship.  Wisconsin  31 102-HE-433.7-D 

UM  Rural  Fellowship,  Wisconsin;  W.  Michigan 

3O962-HE-340.5-D 
UMCom  30473-lC-NonDis-O! 
UMCom  30474-HE-427-D 
UMCom  30475-CO-604  1 3-D 
UMCom  30476-GJ-72 l-D 
UMCom  30477-GM-631.4-D 
UMCom  30478-FA-609.2-D 
UMCom  30479-FA-610.4-D 
UMM,  SEJuris  30968-IC-2303-D 
UMPH  30483-FA-NonDis-O 


UMPH30484-FA-I602.I-D 

UMPH  30967-FA- 160 l-D 

Vema  K  Echols,  Lake  Wales.  FL 
31845-CS-NonDis-O 

Vema  K  Echols.  Lake  Wales.  FL 
31846-CS-NonDis-O 

Vema  K  Echols,  Lake  Wales,  FL 
31847-CS-NonDis-O 

VIM,  Jurisdictional  Coordinators 
3I863-GM-1302.14-D 

Virginia  31 350-HE-NonDis-O 

Virginia  31 35 1-FO-66-D 

Virginia  M.  Shori,  Gethsemane  UMC,  Seaford,  DE 
3I977-HE-248.7-D 

Vital  Ministries  Team.  Grace  UMC.  Newport.  KY 
30269-FO-65.C-D 

Vital  Ministries  Team,  Grace  UMC,  Newport,  KY 

30270-FO-65.J-D 
Vivian  Karwal,  Grant  UMC,  Elliott.  Iowa;  5  Indiv. 

3021I-FO-R428-U 
W  E  Saunders.  Key  West  UMC.  Key  West.  FL 

31822-GJ-NonDis-O 

W  Michigan;  others  30163-CO-602.1-D 
W.  Richard  Turner.  St. Paul  UMC.  Wilmington.  DE 
30040-LC-228-D 

W.No.Carolina.&  AC;lOAdBd;  8  indiv. 
30052-FO-55.C-D 

Walter  B.  Saul  II.  Sunnyside  Centenary  UMC,  Port- 
land, Oregon  3indiv;  I  Ad  Council 
30240-FO-65.G-D 

Walter  B.  Saul  11,  Sunnyside  Centenary  UMC,  Port- 
land. Oregon;  3indiv;l  AdCouncil 
30239-FO-66.H-D 

Wanda  Hayes  Eichler.  First  UMC.  Pigeon.  MI 
306I1-HE-326-D 

Wanda  Hayes  Eichler.  First  UMC,  Pigeon,  MI 
30612-HE-331.1-D 

Wanda  Hayes  Eichler.  First  UMC.  Pigeon,  MI 
30567-HE-331.I-D 

Wanda  Hayes  Eichler.  First  UMC,  Pigeon,  MI;  WI;  W 
Michigan  3 I099-HE-338.I-D 

West  Michigan  3 1 09 1 -HE-300-D 

West  Michigan  31419-FO-l  lO-D 

West  Michigan  3I425-LC-253. l-D 

West  Michigan  31467-HE-326-D 

West  Michigan  31 479-HE-345.5-D 

West  Michigan  31480-HE-345-D 

West  Michigan  31495-HE-409.1-D 

West  Virgmia  3O905-HE-3 1 5.9-D 

West  Virginia  3 1076-FO-65,J-D 

Western  Jurisdiction  Episcopacy  Committee 

30958-FA-823-D 
Western  Jurisdiction  VIM  30489-GM-NonDis-O! 
Western  New  Yoric  3089I-LC-262.4-D 
Western  New  York  30943-FA-612.I-D 
Western  North  Carolina  30062-FA-61 1.3-D$ 
Western  North  Carolina  301 57-HE-345.5-D 
Western  North  Carolina  30I51-FA-NonDis-O$ 
Western  North  Carolina  30162-GM-NonDis-O 
Western  North  Carolina  31 986-FO-304  3-D 
Western  North  Carolina.Kansas  West 

30063-FA-616,l-D$ 

Western  North  Carolina;  Kansas  West 

30O65-FA-612-D 
Western  North  Carolina;  UM  Rural  Fellowship 

30160-CO-NonDis-O 
Western  North  Carolina;  Wisconsin  30I58-LC-213-D 
Western  North  Carolina;KY  30067-FA-811.5-D 
Western  NY  30904-HE-306.4-D 
Western  PA;  3  individuals;  1  AdBd.  30155-CO-3I-C 
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Weslem  Pennsylvinia  JOI5I-CO-507-D 

Wmcm  Penns)lnnii  30I52-HE-J40.6-D 

Weslem  PennsyKania  30153-GJ-NonDis-O 

Weslem  Pennsylvania  J0l54-FA-NonDis-O 

William  "Biir  Appleby.  Mississippi 
31821-FA-NonDis-O 

William  Da»is  (Dave)  Westlake.  Oak  Grove  UMC. 
While,  SD  3I469-HE-326.2-D 

William  Davis  (Dave)  Wesllakc.  Oak  Grove  UMC, 
While.  SD  31 535-HE-633-D$ 


William  H.  Brown,  Cenler  Hill  UMC,  Sylacauga.  AL 

30675-HE-34O  7-D 
William  L  Thomas,  Cal-Pacific  3 1 797-FO-65-D 
William  L  Thomas,  Cal-Pacific  3 1 894-FO-304  3-D 
William  Verheisl,  Detroil  31592-LC-2542-D 
Wisconsin  31 1I8-FO-63-C 
Wisconsin  31 119-HE-33I.1-D 
Wisconsin  31 120-HE-NonDis-O 
Wisconsin  Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

3I981-FO-304-D 


WNC  &  10  ACs;  and  olher  individuals 

30083-FO-6S  G-D 
WNC.Kansas  Wesl,SC  30064.LC-249.I3-D 

WNC;  UM  Rural  Fellowship;  Wik;  W  Mich 
30159-HE-430  1-D 

Wyoming  30022-FO-65.G-D 


Theological  Help 

on  Ethical  Issues 

How  can  we  think  theologically  as  we  struggle  with  contemporary  ethical  issues  such  as 
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by  Sally  B.  Geis  and  CXmald  E.  Messer,  provides  helpful  information  on  these  controversial 
themes.  Each  chapter  of  this  book  begins  with  an  overview  of  that  chapter's  particular 
question,  and  is  followed  by  two  responses  by  perstins  who  have  different  views  on  the 
particular  question  that  is  addressed.  Each  part  concludes  with  questions 
for  thought  or  discussion. 
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Proceedings  of  the  2000  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Tuesday  Afternoon 
May  2,  2000 

(continued  from  page  1 730) 

Speeches  for  and  Against 
CPT  Presentation  Plan 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Number  six. 
RICHARD    PARKER    (New    York): 
Thank  you.  Hello. 
BISHOP  MORGAN:  Yes,  number  six. 

PARKER:  I  tried  very  hard  to  dis- 
cover how  the  material  from  the  CPT 
was  being  referred  to  legislative  com- 
mittees. And  I  look  carefully  at  the  leg- 
islative proposals  from  the 
Connectional  Process  Team.  And  un- 
less I  missed  something  hidden  some- 
where, all  of  their  proposals  relate  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Covenant 
Council  and  the  places  in  the  Discipline 
where  the  Covenant  Council  replaces 
the  legislation  now  in  place  for  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Ministries.  There  is  no 
place  where  other  material  in  the  CPT 
document  has  been  referred  to  legisla- 
tive committees,  unless,  as  I  say,  I 
missed  it  somehow.  The  report  is  com- 
ing directly  to  us,  but  the  only  thing  go- 
ing to  legislative  committees  is  going  to 
the  Committee  on  General  Administra- 
tion, where  GCOM  reports  related  to 
those  legislative  materials  I've  men- 
tioned. The  report  of  CPT  as  a  whole,  I 
don't  believe,  has  been  assigned  to  any 
legislative  commission,  committee. 
Therefore  I  support  this  proposal  to 
have  the  plenary  session  make  a  deci- 
sion in  regard  to  the  CPT  report  as  a 
whole. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  there's 
three  now  in  favor,  two  against  the  mo- 
tion. If  you  are  speaking  against  the 
amendment,  I  recognize  you.. and  then 
we  will  be  ready  to  vote.  There  have 
been  three  speeches  for  and  two 
against.  If  there's  someone  who  wishes 
to  speak  against  the  amendment,  please 
come... Yes.  Go  to  microphone... 

SAM  WYNN  (North  Carolina):  I  have 
a  question. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Just  a  minute.  I 
don't  recognize  you.  I  recognize  the 
person  here  at  the  microphone  in  be- 
tween six  and  four.  I  can't..  All  right..  J 
think  that's  microphone  four. 


RICHARD  H.  JONES  (Wisconsin): 
Okay. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  We  have  three 
speeches,  this  is  a  speech  against  the 
motion. 

JONES:  This  is  a  speech  against.  The 
Connectional  Process  Team  report,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  not  a  final  report  in  the 
sense  this  is  a  new  structure  for  the 
church.  It  is  a  report  that  is  offering  a 
process  towards  which  that  structure 
may  determine  in  the  next  quadren- 
nium  or  quadrenniums,  and  therefore 
just  setting  up  a  Covenant  Council  for 
that  process  to  continue.  Secondly,  the 
process  that  we  have  of  perfecting  a  re- 
port or  a  process  in  a  legislative  com- 
mittee allows  us  then  not  to  vote  on  the 
report  that  comes  directly  from  the 
CPT,  in  this  case,  but  an  amended  or  a 
perfected  report.  It  seems  to  me  for  us 
as  an  entire  body  to  try  to  perfect  it  in 
order  to  vote  it  up  or  down  in  principle 
inhibits  the  very  process  of  perfecting 
the  report  in  the  legislative  committee. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right.  I  need 
to  say  to  the  maker  of  the  motion,  we 
need  to  have  the  copy  in  the  secretary's 
desk.  There's  been  three  for  and  three 
against.  I'm  going  to  turn  to  the  chair- 
person of  the  committee  for  a  comment. 
Dr.  Del  Pino.  There's  been  three  for  and 
three  against.  We're  ready  to  put  the 
vote  when  you  make  your  final  com- 
ment. 

JEROME  DEL  PINO:  Bishop,  would 
it  be  possible  to  have  the  chairperson  of 
the  committee  address  us  regarding 
this  matter?  Okay? 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Any  other  ques- 
tions? 

(Laughter) 

DEL  PINO:  Then,  I  believe  that  in  or- 
der to  keep  faith  with  what  was  our 
own  reflection  about  this,  it  would  be 
my  understanding  that  this  motion  pre- 
empts or  really  subverts  the  process 
that  we  have  outlined  regarding  dis- 
cernment and  goes  really  to  the  issue  of 
legislative  action,  and  therefore  also 
preempts  what  we  said  would  be  the 
right  of  the  Plan  of  Organization  to  take 
effect  once  that  discernment  process 
had  occurred. 


BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right.  We've 
had  the  three  speeches,  the  three 
speeches  against.  What  is  the  point 
here?  Now,  you  made  the  motion  right? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  We  need 
a  motion. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  I  can't  recognize 
you.  Are  you  going  to  make  a  speech'' 
I'm  recognizing. .  Are  you  the  maker  of 
the  motion? 

CARL  L.  SCHENCK  (Missouri  East): 
Yes  sir. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  What  is  your 
point  for  coming  to  the  mic? 

SCHENCK:  I  believe  our  rules,  and 
we  are... 
BISHOP  MORGAN:  No,  this  is  not... 

SCHENCK:  ..working  under  the 
rules  of  the  last  General  Conference,  the 
maker  of  the  motion  gets  an  opportu- 
nity to... 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  No,  no.  No,  no. 
No,  no.  No.  No.  You're  out  of  order. 
That's  for  a  major  presentation  for  a  re- 
port. I  recognize  the  person  in  the  back, 
in  the  aisle,  with  the  orange  card. 

(Applause) 

SAM  WYNN  (North  Carolina):  The 
question  I  have. .  If  this  motion  prevails, 
will  all  the  legislation  that's  been  pro- 
posed to  go  to  General /Judicial  Ad- 
ministration be  negated?  Will  we  have 
to  address  that? 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Now,  the  maker 
of  the  motion  may  come  and  explain 
that. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  I  don't...  The 
question... the  question... Did  you  hear 
the  question?  If  you  can  answer  some- 
thing like  that  for  us,  it  would  be  help- 
ful. 

SCHENCK:  Thank  you.  Thank  you. 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  Carl. 

SCHENCK:  The  house  may  choose 
any  number  of  things  if  it  has  the  op>- 
portunity  to  respond  to  the  report  as  a 
whole.  And  the  specific  legislation, 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  that  is  as- 
signed to  various  legislative  commit- 
tees, including  General  and  Judicial 
Administration,  would  still  be  before 
those  committees  after  the  house  has 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  3 


1779 


Impressed  its  judgment  about  the  com- 
mittee as  a  whole,  the  report  as  a  whole. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  the 
.iiiiendmenl  is  before  you  and  I'm 
rtady  to  put  the  vote  now.  When  the 
li>;ht  comes  on,  you  will  vote. .  Jf  you  fa- 
\  or  the  amendment,  you  will  vote  yes, 
pushmg  one,  no,  pushing  two.  We  still 
need  a  copy  of  your  motion  up  here, 
Cat\.  All  right.  .AH  right.  The  motion  to 
.iniend  is  supported,  which  means  that 
eight  becomes  nine  now,  and  that  new 
eight  will  be  placed  iumntelligible) .  .hut 
we  need  a  copy  of  that,  very  badly.  All 
right,  now  it's  amended,  it's  before  you. 
Yes.  The  green  card,  please  come  to  mi- 
crophone six  or  four,  whichever  is  easy. 
Now  help  me  in  sections  C  and  D.  I  do 
not  want  to  ignore  you,  nor  do  I  want  to 
encourage  you.  I... I... Yes.  Microphone 
four,  please. 

DONALD  R.  AVERY  (Louisiana):  I'd 
like  to  call  the  question  on  all  that's  be- 
fore us. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right  the 
question  on  all  that's  before — and 
we've  had  three  spjeeches  for  and 
against — is  before  us.  If  you  would, 
put... if  you're  ready  to  vote  on  the 
whole  section,  is  my  assumption.  Is  that 
correct,  Don?  Then,  if  you  are  ready  to 
do  that,  when  the  light  comes  on,  vote. 
One  for  yes,  two  for  no.  We're  voting 
for  the  previous  question.  All  right, 
you're  ready  to  vote.  Now  the  whole 
third  section  is  before  you  now,  as 
amended.  If  you  will  now  vote  when 
the  light  comes  on,  if  you  favor  that, 
push  one  for  yes,  two  for  no,  when  the 
light  comes  on. 

{inaudible)  ..section  three.  Now,  all 
three  of  these  sections  are  before  you.  If 
you  will  adopt  the  entire  repwrt  of  the 
rules  and  organization  when  the  light 
comes  on,  one  for  yes,  two  for  no.  Three 
if  by  sea.  Uh... (silence).. no. 

DEL  PINO:  Members  of  the  house 
and  Bishop,  thank  you  very  much.  I  be- 
lieve this  is  record  time  for  rules  since 
I've  been  at  every  General  Conference 
since  '76,  and  I  think  that  it  is  a  very, 
very  good  thing. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  now 
we're  ready  to  come  to  an  end  of  this 
session.  We've  got  business  to  do  this 
evening,  the  Episcopal  Address.  Turn 
to  Carolyn  Marshall,  now,  she  has  two 
sets  of  nominations.  Hear  her,  and  then 
we  will  be  ready  to  adjourn. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Two  sets  of 
nominations.  Bishop.  One  is  for  the  Co- 
ordinator of  Calendar,  and  I  put  in 


nomination   the   name  of  Fitzgerald 
Reist. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right.  The 
nomination  is  before  you.  If  you  would 
support  this  nomination  when  the  light 
comes  on,  push  one  for  yes;  push  two 
for  no.  All  right,  he's  elected.  Carolyn. 

MARSHALL:  All  right,  and  then  the 
second  one  is  the  Committee  on  Plan  of 
Organization  and  Rules  of  Order, 
which  needs  to  be  elected  at  this  partic- 
ular time. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Your  first  part 
was  not  on.  Start  from  the  beginning  of 
the  sentence. 

MARSHALL:  To  place  in  nomination 
the  nominations  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops  for  the  Committee  on  Plan  of 
Organization  and  Rules  of  Order  for 
the  2000  to  2004  quadrennium.  Those 
names  are:  Janet  Stephenson,  Jerome 
Del  Pino,  David  Severe,  Joe 
Whittemore,  Momoh  Kpaan,  Ruben  de 
Guzman,  Darlene  Amon,  Barbara 
Mear«,  and  Elaine  Stanovsky. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  these 
nominations  are  before  you.  If  you 
would  support  them,  when  the  light  co- 
mes on,  punch  one  for  yes,  two  for  no... 
They  did  the  supporting.  We  have  one 
more  matter  outstanding. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  My  math 
obviously  is  not  too  good;  there's  more 
than  one.  One  is  to  simply  say  that,  first 
one:  that  that  Committee  on  Plan  of  Or- 
ganization and  Rules  of  Order  which 
was  just  elected  will  meet  to  organize 
this  evening  half  an  hour  after  the  end 
of  the  evening  session.  And  then  we 
need  to  advance  our  schedule  for  this 
particular  afternoon.  The  committees 
will  organize  at  6:30,  and  then  by  7:15 
the  chairs  and  vice  chairs  and  the  secre- 
taries will  meet  for  their  organizational 
meeting.  The  chairs  and  vice  chairs 
meeting  in  Room  R-202  and  the  secre- 
taries in  R-205A.  You  will  have  those 
instructions  in  your  organizational 
meetings  of  the  various  legislative  com- 
mittees. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right.  Are 
any  of  the  committees  to  repwrt  out? 

MARSHALL:  The  presiding  officers. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  I  beg  your  par- 
don. 

MARSHALL:  The  presiding  officers. 

Presiding  Officers  Announced 
for  Wednesday 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  The  presiding 
officers.  I  will  recognize  the  chair  of  the 


presiding  officers,  go  to  Microphone  7, 
Paul.  Is  that  close  enough?  Or  which- 
ever one  you  choose,  sir.  Microphone 7, 
please.  It  needs  to  be  turned  up  little 
bit,  please.  The  microphone  needs  to  be 
turned  up  on  7,  please.  We're  having  a 
repnart  now,  and  we're  ready  to  adjourn 
as  soon  as  he  fmishes  his  report. 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ  (Cal- 
ifornia-Nevada, Chair  of  the  Presiding 
Officers  Committee);  Tomorrow  morn- 
ing we  will  be  having  Bishop  Sharon 
Rader  presiding  in  the  morning  session 
and  the  afternoon  session  if  that  is  nec- 
essary, and  then  in  the  evening  Bishop 
Peter  Weaver  will  be  presiding. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  All  right,  thank 
you,  Paul.  This  evening  the  music  will 
be  at  8:30,  and  the  session  will  begin  at 
9.  We  will  adjourn  now.  Go  in  peace. 
May  the  peace  of  God  go  with  you. 

Tuesday  Evening 
May  2,  2000 

(Song,  Applause) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Thank  you. 
Thank  you.  Whoa,  what  a  treat!  What  a 
serendipity!  I  want  Mrs  Granadosin  to 
stand  over  here,  because  she's  responsi- 
ble for  this  giftedness,  and  these  voices. 
She's  a  wonderful  musician  herself. 
Paul  is  a  monotone.  I've  been  standing 
here,  singing,  and  listening  to  him  all 
night.  Right  there  is  where  that  won- 
derful giftedness  is,  and  we  are  grate- 
ful, indeed.  I  want  to  say  to  you,  I  am 
delighted  that  Paul  Granadosin,  a  vet- 
eran bishop  in  our  council,  is  sitting 
here  at  the  table,  along  with  Lindsey 
Davis.  Lindsey  Davis  is  the  bishop  of 
the  Atlanta  Area,  and  Paul  Granadosin 
is  the  bishop  of  the  Mindinao  Episcopal 
Area.  This  afternoon,  I  failed,  because 
of  the  heat  of  the  afternoon,  to  intro- 
duce to  you  two  of  my  mentors,  Joe 
Yeakel  and  Paul  Duffey,  who  were  here 
and  backed  up  the  chair. 

Will  you  now  join  with  me  as  we  pray 
together?  Dear  God,  as  we  come  to  this 
evening  session,  we  thank  you  for  all 
that  has  happened  already;  and  pre- 
pare us  through  the  active  presence  of 
your  Spirit  to  come  before  you  worthily 
and  to  ask  of  you  rightly,  enlighten  our 
understanding;  purify  our  every  de- 
sire; quicken  our  wilb  into  instant  obe- 
dience to  your  Word;  strengthen  every 
right  purpose;  direct  us  in  casting  our 
vote  in  these  days  together,  that  we 
might  magnify  your  name  in  our  every 
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action  and  our  every  word,  and  to  the 
enduring  good  of  your  church.  For  it's 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  that  we 
pray.  Amen. 

One  quick  introduction,  but  not  a 
small  one.  Bishop  Prince  Taylor  is  the 
senior  bishop.  He  was  elected  in  1956, 
the  year  I  graduated  from  college,  to  be 
a  bishop.  Bishop  Taylor,  would  you 
please  raise  your  hand,  stand,  that  we 
might  greet  you  and  welcome  you? 
There  he  is,  folks. 

(Applause) 

Now,  he  is  indeed  a  prince  of  the 
church,  and  we  are  delighted  that  he  is 
here  with  us.  Is  Gene  Frank  here?  Gene 
has  been  with  us  all  .  .  .  Gene  was 
elected  in  that  same  year  and  is  still 
very  active  and  has  been  with  us  this 
week  as  we  have  had  our  council  meet- 
ing together. 

All  right,  the  order  of  the  day  is  to 
hear  the  Episcopal  Address.  Each  four 
years,  the  council  prepares  an  address 
to  you.  We  select  one  of  our  own  to  pre- 
pare the  address.  And  over  a  two-year 
period,  we  make  suggestions,  and  our 
writer  does  his  or  her  thing.  And  then 
we  let  it  continue,  even  until  this  last 
week.  And  the  council  this  quadren- 
nium  has  asked  distinguished  bishop 
in  our  council.  Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil, 
of  the  Manila  Episcopal  Area,  to  deliver 
the  Episcopal  Address.  He  speaks  not 
only  for  himself,  but  he  speaks  for  the 
entire  council.  Will  you  welcome 
Bishop  Nacpil? 

(Applause) 

(Episcopal  Address  found  on  pages  1692 
through  1701.) 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Well,  Bishop 
Nacpil,  the  General  Conference  has  ex- 
pressed its  gratefulness  to  you,  and  we 
give  thanks  to  God  for  the  blessing  that 
you  have  offered  with  us  this  evening. 
We  are  deeply  indebted  to  you.  Turn 
now  to  Carolyn  Marshall  for  any  an- 
nouncements; then  I  am  turning  to 
Bishop  Granadosin,  who  will  offer  the 
closing  prayer.  Carolyn. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Two  an- 
nouncements. The  first  one  being,  the 
Committee  on  Presiding  Officers  needs 
to  meet  immediately  after  this  eve- 
ning's session.  The  Committee  is  asked 
to  meet  by  microphone  stand  number 
three.  Microphone  stand  number  three. 
Committee  on  Presiding  Officers.  And 


just  a  reminder,  also,  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Plan  of  Organization  and  Rules 
of  Order,  which  was  elected  this  after- 
noon, will  need  to  meet  for  organiza- 
tional purposes  in  the  business 
manager's  office.  Room  223,  following 
this  session.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Thank  you  Car- 
olyn, and,  I  remind  the  body  that  we 
should  be  in  our  places  in  the  morning 
at  8:00  for  choral  music  that  will  be  pre- 
sented for  us,  and  then  at  8:15,  our  wor- 
ship together.  Bishop  Granadosin. .  ihis 
evening  is  the  evening  of  the  Philip- 
pines. 

BISHOP  GRANADOSIN:  Let  us  rise. 
We  bring  our  grateful  hearts  unto  you 
this  evening,  our  O  Heavenly  Father, 
for  all  of  the  blessings  of  this  day  and 
what  the  events  have  meant  to  us  and  to 
your  church.  We  have  heard  you  speak 
to  us,  and  our  hearts  we  have  tried  to 
keep  open  for  the  promptings  of  your 
Holy  Spirit,  that  we  might  respond  to 
the  challenges  of  this  age  in  which  we 
find  ourselves,  and  to  be  able  to  face 
whatever  challenges  come  our  way  be- 
cause of  your  presence  and  your  guid- 
ance upon  each  of  us.  We  thank  you  for 
this  General  Conference,  O  Heavenly 
Father.  We  thank  you  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  way  that 
you  have  made  yourself  manifested  in 
many  ways,  that  we  might  be  able  to  be 
faithful  to  the  discipleship  to  which  all 
of  us  have  been  called.  And  that  your 
Holy  Spirit  might  be  with  us  at  all  times 
as  we  are  guided  by  you.  And  so  as  we 
bring  to  a  close  this  day  of  so  many 
blessings,  we  ask  for  you  special  bless- 
ing upon  each  of  us  once  more.  The 
Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you.  The  Lord 
smile  upon  you  and  be  gracious  unto 
you.  The  Lord  turn  his  face  upon  you 
and  give  you  peace.  Now  and  always. 
Amen. 

BISHOP  MORGAN:  Amen.  All  right. 
Thank  you.  Bishop. 


Wednesday 

Morning 
May  3,  2000 


BISHOP  BRUCE  P.  BLAKE:  May  I 
make  an  announcement  that  the 
handbell  choir  will  not  be  performing 
at  lunchtime  because  it's — as  you  can 
tell,  it's  so  difficult  for  them  to  move  lo- 
cations of  a  presentation.  They  will  be 


playing  as  we  break  this  morning  and 
go  to — for  a  time  of  break  and  go  to  our 
small  groups — discernment  groups. 
And  they  will  be  playing  as  we  are  dis- 
missed. And  so  those  of  you  who  are 
available  to  sit  and  listen,  be  sure  to  do 
that  because  they  will  be  playing  for  a 
few  minutes  at  the  time  that  we  are  dis- 
missed. Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
presentation  to  us  this  morning.  We  ap- 
preciate it. 

(Applause) 


Okay,  a  couple  of  announcements. 
First  of  all,  the  Daily  Christian  Advocates 
have  arrived.  Those  who  are  experi- 
enced delegates  probably  missed  those 
that  they  were  not  on  your  tables,  but 
they  are  here.  The  marshalls  are  begin-  i 
ning  to  distribute  them  now,  and  so  we  |l 
don't  need  to  have  any  questions  about 
that.  They  are  being  distributed. 

First  of  all,  I  want  to  turn  to  Paul 
Extrum-Fernandez  who  is  chairperson 
of  the  Committee  on  Presiding  Officers. 
Paul. 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ  (Cal-     i 
ifornia-Nevada):  Thank  you.   Bishop    ^ 
Blake.  Just  a  brief  update  from  the  com- 
mittee. As  you  have  already  noticed. 
Bishop  Bruce  Blake  from  the  Oklahoma 
Area  is  presiding  this  morning  and  if    j 
needed  for  the  afternoon  session.  As  I    I 
stated     earlier     yesterday     evening. 
Bishop  Peter  Weaver  from  the  Philadel- 
phia Area  will  be  presiding  at  any  eve- 
ning sessions  if  needed. 

The  reason  for  this  change  is  that 
Bishop  Sharon  Rader  has  taken  ill  with 
a  bout  of  the  flu  and  is  unable  to  be  with 
us  today.  Bishop  Blake,  I  was  wonder- 
ing if  you  could  offer  a  word  of  prayer 
for  Bishop  Rader  and  others  in  our 
midst  who  may  be  suffering  from  ill- 
ness. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Friends,  several  of 
us  know  of  persons — delegates — as 
well  as  bishops  of  the  church  who  are 
under  the  weather  or  ill  at  this  time.  I 
would  invite  us  for  a  time  of  prayer  to- 
gether. 

(Prayer) 

For  our  agenda  this  morning  we  will 
turn  to  Mary  Alice  Massey  who  will  be 
with  us  quite  often,  who  is  chair  of  the 
Agenda  and  Calendar  Committee.  And 
she  will  inform  us  concerning  the 
agenda  of  the  morning.  Mary  Alice. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  (Florida): 
Good  morning.  The  agenda  is  printed 
in  your  DCA,  which  I  do  not  have  the 
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luxury  of  having  at  the  moment;  but  it  is 
the  same  as  appears  in  your  handbook 
on  Wednesday  for  Wednesday,  May 
the  third.  And  we — the  Legistrative 
Committees  will  be  meeting  at  2:30  and 
in  the  evening  as  well.  Bishop,  I  move 
the  approval  of  the  agenda  for  today. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  It  comes  from  a 
committee,  is  not  in  need  of  a  second.  If 
you  would  approve  the  agenda  as 
printed,  indicate  by  raising  your  hand. 
Any  oppKJsed  raise  your  hand,  and  it  is 
adopted.  And  thank  you  very  much, 
Mary  Alice. 

MASSEY:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  The  first  item  on  our 
agenda  is  to  hear  the  laity  address.  To 
introduce  this  time  on  our  agenda,  I 
will  call  on  Julius  Archibald,  who  is  the 
lay  leader  of  the  Troy  Conference,  who 
is  also  president  of  the  National  Associ- 
ation of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders.  Julius. 

JULIUS  ARCHIBALD:  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Blake.  Before  introducing  Jim 
Nibbelink  for  the  presentation  of  the  la- 
ity address,  1  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  about  the  process  through  which 
the  address  was  develofjed.  This  pro- 
cess has  been  overseen  by  the  National 
Assoaation  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders.  We  started  early  in  the  qua- 
drennium  by  selecting  a  theme:  "Part- 
ners in  Ministry:  Making  Disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ."  We  view  this  theme  as 
being  significant  because  it  defines  who 
we  are,  both  in  terms  of  the  mission  of 
our  church,  and  in  terms  of  our  rela- 
tionship with  our  colleagues  of  the 
clergy. 

The  actual  selection  of  the  address 
and  the  presenter  were  based  up)on  an 
open  competition  among  all  active  con- 
ference lay  leaders  throughout  the 
church.  We  issued  an  invitation  to  par- 
bcipale  and  received  a  total  of  eighteen 
drafts,  mciuding  three  from  the  central 
ferences.  These  were  submitted  to 
>ame  kind  of  blind  refereeing  that 
has  become  a  standard  practice  among 
professional  )ournals.  Our  judges  were 
not  aware  of  the  identity  of  any  of  our 
candidates;  and  our  candidates  were 
not  aware  of  the  identity  of  any  of  the 
judges.  The  successful  author  was  then 
invited  to  present  his  paper  for  our 
comments  and  suggestions  at  our  last 
association  meeting.  This  gave  all  of  us 
the  opfHJrtunity  to  contribute,  thereby 
making  the  speech,  which  you  are 
about  to  hear,  a  repwrt  from  all  of  us. 

It  IS  with  great  pleasure  that  I  intro- 
duce   Jim    Nibbelink    this    morning. 


Brother  Jim  is  lay  leader  of  the  West 
Ohio  Conference.  He  and  Judy  are 
members  of  the  Armstrong  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Cincinnati  District.  Jim  is  a  past  secre- 
tary of  our  association,  and  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
Conference  lay  leaders  team.  In  his  lo- 
cal church  and  in  his  community,  he 
has  served  as  a  facilitator  of  adult  Bible 
studies,  including  the  Disciple  studies, 
and  as  instructor  or  leader  in  a  variety 
of  seminars,  including  advanced  lay 
speaking  courses  and  the  School  of 
Christian  Mission.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  team  that  prepares  worship  for 
West  Ohio  Conference  sessions  and  has 
been  a  guest  lay  preacher  at  the  laity 
sessions  of  the  Western  New  York  and 
Detroit  annual  conferences.  The  notion 
of  presenting  a  laity  address  is  not  new 
to  Jim.  He  has  played  the  same  role  at 
the  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

In  his  secular  life  Jim  is  in  the  midst  of 
a  career  with  Proctor  &  Gamble,  where 
his  activities  in  consulting  and  seminar 
leadership  compliment  his  services  to 
the  church.  He  has  lived  in  a  wide  vari- 
ety of  places  and  traveled  extensively. 
Through  all  of  this,  Jim  reports  a  feeling 
of  great  supp)ort  from  the  connectiorul 
nature  of  our  United  Methodist  church. 
Will  you  join  me  in  welcoming  Brother 
Jim  Nibbelink  to  this  p)odium?  Thank 
you. 

(Applause) 

JIM  NIBBELINK:  Thank  you,  Julius, 
for  the  generous  introduction.  Bishop 
Blake,  council,  delegates  honored 
guests.  Greetings  to  all  of  you  in  the 
name  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ. 

(Laity  Address  found  on  pages  1735 
through  1738) 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  We  have  expressed 
our  appreciation  to  Jim  for  a  powerful 
message,  and  we  want  to  thank  Julius 
and  his  committee  for  a  selection  job 
very,  very  well  done,  Julius.  Thank  you 
so  much. 

Our  agenda  now  calls  for  a  presenta- 
tion by  the  Connectional  Process  Team. 
Let  me  explain  the — how  we  will  im- 
plement this  morning  the  rules  that  you 
adopted  yesterday.  This  will  be  a  time 
of  presentation.  It  will  not  be  a  time  for 
questioi\s,  not  be  a  time  for  discern- 
ment or  debate  or  motions.  You  have 
adopted  a  plan  to  deal  with  this  report 


in  sequence,  if  you  will.  First  we  need  to 
hear  it.  And  it  will  be  presented  this 
morning.  Then  later  in  the  morning, 
you  will  be  divided  into  groups  where 
discernment  will  take  place,  and  you 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  raise  ques- 
tions in  that  small-group  setting.  And 
then  on  1264  is  the  remainder  of  the 
process,  which  you  amended  yester- 
day. So  we  turn  now  to  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  for  this 
presentation. 

1  have  just  one  announcement,  that 
the  Agenda  Committee  did  approve  a 
matter  of  privilege,  and  Anne  Marshall, 
if  you  are  here  this  morning,  be  aware, 
after  the  Connectional  Process  Team, 
you  may  be  called  on  for  that  matter  of 
privilege.  So  now  we  will  turn  to  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  for  this  re- 
port and  presentation,  and  we  will  turn 
to  Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher 
who  will  introduce  the  rest  of  the  team 
and  explain  the  presentation  that  will 
take  place.  Bishop  Christopher. 

BISHOP  SHARON  A.  BROWN 
CHRISTOPHER:  Bishop,  members  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  delegates  of 
the  General  Conference.  As  we  begin 
our  report,  I  wish  to  introduce  to  you 
the  members  of  the  Connectional  Pro- 
cess Team,  the  faithful  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  elected  by  the  1996  General  Con- 
ference to  serve  God  and  the  church 
through  the  assignment  entrusted  to 
them.  Would  the  Connectional  Process 
Team  members  sitting  in  the  balcony 
over  here,  and  on  the  stage — those  who 
are  bishops — and  any  others  who  are 
not  in  either  of  those  two  places,  please 
stand  and  remain  standing  for  a  mo- 
ment. Would  you  please  stand  so  that 
we  may  all  see  you?  The  CPT  is  a  micro- 
cosm of  the  whole  church.  Among 
those  not  present  with  us  here  are  three 
additional  members  from  the  Philips- 
pines,  two  more  from  Africa,  and  one 
more  from  Europe,  and  two  young 
adults,  as  well  as  others  from  the 
United  States.  We  have  had  among  us 
seasoned  veterans  of  general  church 
life,  as  well  as  those  who  spend  most  of 
their  lives  living  in  the  context  of  the  lo- 
cal church.  We  have  been  blessed  by  the 
diversity  and  depth  of  our  CPT  Chris- 
tian community  and  want  to  thank  you 
for  the  honor  it  has  been  to  live,  learn, 
and  grow  together  as  well  as  to  serve 
you  in  this  important  way.  The  CPT 
team  making  the  repwrt  this  morning 
includes  Roland  SiegrisI,  Bill  Hatcher, 
Minerva  Carcano,  Marcus  Matthews, 
and   myself,  Sharon  Brown  Christo- 
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pher.  Thanks  to  the  Connectional  Pro- 
cess Team. 

(Applause) 

DALE  SEGREST  (Alabama-West 
Florida):  Bishop,  I  move  the  suspension 
of  the  rules  so  that  CPT  printed  material 
may  be  distributed  to  the  General  Con- 
ference delegates. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  This  motion  is  be- 
fore you  to  suspend  the  rules.  Is  there  a 
second?  It's  seconded.  It  is  simply  to 
distribute  materials  that  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  has  for 
your  understanding.  If  you  would  sus- 
pend the  rules,  raise  your  hand.  If  not, 
raise  your  hand.  And  it  carries.  And 
that  information  may  be  distributed  by 
the  marshals. 

BISHOP  CHRISTOPHER:  One  day  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Peter  and 
John  were  on  their  way  to  the  temple 
for  a  prayer  meeting.  At  the  same  time 
there  was  a  man  crippled  from  birth  be- 
ing carried  up.  Every  day  he  was  set 
down  at  the  temple  gate  to  beg  from 
those  going  to  the  temple.  When  he  saw 
Peter  and  John  about  to  enter  the  tem- 
ple, he  asked  for  a  handout.  Peter,  with 
John  at  his  side,  looked  him  straight  in 
the  eye  and  said,  "Look  here." 

He  looked  up,  expecting  to  get  some- 
thing from  them.  Peter  said,  "I  don't 
have  a  nickel  to  my  name.  But  what  I  do 
have,  I  give  you.  In  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Nazareth,  walk." 

He  grabbed  him  by  the  right  hand 
and  pulled  him  up.  In  an  instant,  his 
feet  and  ankles  became  firm.  He 
jumped  to  his  feet  and  walked.  The  man 
went  into  the  temple  with  them,  walk- 
ing back  and  forth,  dancing  and  prais- 
ing God.  Everybody  there  saw  him 
walking  around  and  praising  God. 
They  recognized  him  as  the  one  who  sat 
begging  at  the  temple's  gate  and 
rubbed  their  eyes,  astonished,  scarcely 
believing  what  they  were  seeing.  The 
man  thew  his  arms  around  Peter  and 
John,  ecstatic.  All  the  people  ran  up  to 
where  they  were  at  Solomon's  Porch  to 
see  it  for  themselves.  From  the  Book  of 
Acts,  translated  by  Eugene  Peterson. 

The  world  is  filled  with  people  who 
are  sitting  at  the  gate.  They  are  unable 
to  walk,  physically,  mentally,  emotion- 
ally, spiritually,  and  are  begging  for  a 
meager  daily  handout  because  they 
have  not  yet  encountered  the  one  who 
can  lift  them  to  their  feet  and  help  them 
dance  to  life — Jesus  Christ.  You  know 
them.  They  are  the  people  around  the 
world  from  you,  and  they  are  the  peo- 


ple who  live  next  door  to  you.  They  are 
the  people  who  are  leading  our  nations, 
the  people  you  meet  at  work,  at  school, 
at  the  market,  the  people  you  know  by 
name  as  personal  friends  and  as  family 
members.  They  are  the  children  who 
are  the  helpless  victims  of  adults  who 
make  irresponsible  decisions.  They  are 
those  who  head  the  organizations  and 
businesses  that  create  and  sustain  un- 
just systems.  And  they  are  the  poor 
who  are  trapped  in  unjust  systems  that 
cripple  them.  Some  have  given  up  on 
those  coming  to  the  temple  being  able 
to  help  them  walk  and  have  moved 
their  begging  sites  to  other  places. 

WILLIAM  HATCHER  (South  Geor- 
gia): The  1996  General  Conference  in- 
structed the  CPT  to  listen  to  the  church 
by  initiating  dialogue  throughout  the 
church.  Through  the  listening  of  the 
CPT,  we  have  heard  a  deep  and  persis- 
tent desire  among  United  Methodists 
for  a  church  that  on  its  way  to  prayer 
sees  the  beggars  at  the  gate,  identifies 
with  their  needs,  feels  their  pain,  and 
pulls  them  up  to  their  feet  to  walk  in  the 
way  of  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ.  We  have 
heard  a  longing  for  a  church  that  does 
not  ignore,  but  transcends  church  poli- 
tics, vested  interests,  and  myriad  pock- 
ets of  people  and  agendas  isolated  from 
each  other,  and  connects  itself  to  God's 
vision  for  life.  We  have  heard  a  longing 
for  a  church  that  forms  people  in  a  com- 
munity around  a  common  table  and  en- 
gages people  in  a  Christian  walk  of 
abundant  life.  We've  heard  a  longing 
for  relationships  that  support  and  hold 
accountable.  We  heard  a  yearning  for  a 
church  sensitive  to  the  touch  of  God's 
Spirit,  willing  to  go  wherever  the  Spirit 
leads  it,  focused  on  its  mission  of  disci- 
ple-making and  responsive  to  the  injus- 
tices, oppression,  and  sufferings  that 
afflict  God's  creation.  We  have  heard  a 
hunger  for  an  international  partnership 
within  the  church  that  will  allow  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  address  in 
a  holistic  fashion  the  issues  that  have 
implications  for  the  whole  human  fam- 
ily and  the  whole  United  Methodist 
Church,  while  at  the  same  time  honor- 
ing regional  distinctiveness.  We  heard 
a  longing  for  the  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  church  to  work  creatively  and  coop- 
eratively in  partnership  to  resource  our 
denomination's  mission  without  dupli- 
cation. We  have  heard  a  need  for 
United  Methodists  to  connect  interac- 
tively in  the  context  of  the  vision  and 
mission  of  the  church.  We  have  heard 
an  aching  for  church  leadership  that 
leads  us  toward  the  love  of  God  and 


neighbor  as  it  administers  the  Temple 
affairs  of  the  church.  We  have  heard  a 
call  for  the  church  to  be  the  church  for 
these  times,  a  witness  that  fits  not  the 
past  but  the  complexity  and  possibility 
of  a  new  millennium. 

The  CPT  report  does  not  recommend 
quick  fixes  for  this  deep  yearning  on  the 
part  of  the  church.  Rather,  it  invites  the 
church  on  a  journey  toward  a  new  way 
of  life.  It  offers  a  process  that  will  over 
the  next  eight  years  lead  us  in  small 
steps  toward  being  the  church  for 
which  we  long.  The  CPT  has  attempted 
to  listen  carefully  to  the  yearnings  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

We  believe  the  yearnings  of  God's 
people  are  inspired  by  the  very  Spirit  of 
God.  After  prayerful  deliberation,  the 
CPT  now  recommends  five 
transformational  directions  to  enable 
the  people  called  United  Methodist  to 
respond  to  God's  call.  We  recommend 
that  we  center  on  Christian  formation, 
call  forth  covenant  leadership,  em- 
power the  connection  for  ministry, 
strengthen  our  global  connection  and 
ecumenical  relations,  and  encourage 
doctrinal  and  theological  discourse. 
This  report  then  offers  strategies  that 
implement  the  five  transformational 
directions  and  the  '96  General  Confer- 
ence mandate.  Hear,  now,  these  strate- 
gies. 

(Video  presentation) 

Strategies  for  Transformatinal  Directions 

MARCUS  MATTHEWS  (Baltimore- 
Washington):  The  transformational  di- 
rections assume  that  healthy  denomi- 
national life  emerges  from  th( 
relationships  formed  in  Christian  com- 
munity, where  disciples  are  formed 
their  love  of  God  and  neighbor,  gathi 
ing  at  God's  table  and  committing  t( 
discerning  together  God's  vision  for  th( 
church  that  is  essential  to  our  missioi 
The  transformational  directions  focus 
our  attention  on  how  the  whole  body 
lives  from  a  common  vision  and  mis- 
sion rather  than  on  the  limited  and 
sometimes  divided  work  of  each  part  of 
our  church  body.  Our  call  for  bishops 
and  district  superintendents  to  serve 
among  us  as  spiritual  servant  leaders 
affirms  that  the  church  looks  to  the  gen- 
eral superintendency  to  model  a  lead- 
ership for  the  church  in  the  very  spirit 
of  Jesus.  It  is  also  an  attempt  to  respond 
to  the  concern  of  those  who  have  been 
called  to  serve  as  bishops  and  district 
superintendents.  That  support  for  ad- 
ministrative detail  as  lodged  in  the  su- 
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perintending  office  is  needed  in  order 
for  our  leaders  to  be  more  accessible  to 
congregations,  covenant  communities 
of  congregations,  and  annual  confer- 
ences, as  well  as  serve  as  key  leaders  in 
the  world  in  behalf  of  the  church. 

The  covenant  council  is  a  table  of  spir- 
itual and  prophetic  lay  and  clergy  per- 
sons who  will  gather  for  discernment, 
discussion,  decision-making,  and  disci- 
ple-making. Together  these  persons 
will  seek  to  know  God's  vision  for  the 
church,  set  priorities  for  the  ministry 
that  supports  the  vision,  and  allocate 
resources.  Rather  than  centralized 
power  in  the  church,  the  covenant 
council  creates  a  space  for  connecting 
the  nurture,  outreach,  witness  minis- 
tries, leadership,  administrative  and 
fiscal  ministry  areas  created  by  the  1996 
General  Conference,  and  allows  for  the 
flexibility  of  the  structuring  adopted  by 
the  1996  General  Conference.  The  cove- 
nant council  also  responds  to  the  recent 
ruling  of  the  judicial  Council,  in  which 
it  states  that  the  connectional  polity  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  requires 
that  there  must  be  parallel  structures 
throughout  the  connection  that  serve  to 
hold  us  together  as  a  connectional 
church.  The  covenant  council  will  serve 
as  this  {Tarallel  structure,  while  allow- 
ing for  flexibility  of  structuring. 

The  recommendation  for  a  global 
conference  is  an  effort  to  gather  United 
Methodists  internationally  to  plan  and 
act  in  ways  that  help  us  to  gather  to- 
gether to  address  issues  confronting 
God's  creation  from  a  holistic  pierspjec- 
tive.  It  gives  participation  to  all  regions 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  on 
matters  of  ecclesiastical  nature  that  af- 
fect all  of  us;  raises  up  a  different  wit- 
ness of  what  it  means  to  live  in  global 
community  in  contrast  to  the  negative 
consequences  of  economic  globaliza- 
tion. Rather  than  adding  another  bu- 
reaucratic level,  the  creation  of  a  global 
conference  and  a  U.S.  central  confer- 
ence recognizes  the  complexity  of 
twenty-first-century  ministry  and  frees 
us  to  pay  attention  to  the  subtleties  and 
richness  of  global  and  regional 
missional  needs. 

The  question  is  this:  Who  needs  to  be 
at  the  table  in  order  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  fulfill  its  mission 
mandate  in  a  new  millennium,  region- 
ally and  globally.  A  clear-cut  descrip- 
tion of  global  and  central  conference 
responsibilities  can  emerge  only  as  we 
join  in  together  over  the  next  eight 
years.  The  CPT  understands  that  the 
need  for  the  elimination  of  racism  and 


sexism  continues  to  grow  rather  than 
diminish.  We  believe  it  is  time  for  all  of 
us  to  take  responsibility  for  those  im- 
portant issues  at  every  point  of  the  con- 
nection. It  is  time  for  us  to  hold  each 
other  accountable  in  every  place.  The 
report  advocates,  concretely,  inclusive 
representation  at  every  denomina- 
tional setting  to  address  the  need 
among  our  general  boards  and  agen- 
cies for  better  collaboration,  visioning, 
and  strategizing  from  the  context  of  our 
United  Methodist  vision  and  mission. 

The  CPT  brings  the  boards  and 
agency  leaders  together  around  the 
covenant  council  table.  We  affirm 
board  and  agency  leadership  but  call 
for  a  new  level  of  cooperation  and  ac- 
countability that  will  enable  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  move  in  a 
more  focused  way  in  making  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  proclamation  of 
God's  reign  of  justice  and  peace.  The  ul- 
timate determination  of  a  new  board 
and  agency  relationships  occurs  when 
their  leaders  engage  each  other  and 
other  church  leaders  in  dialogue  and 
discernment. 

Financial  Implications  Committee 

ROLAND  SIEGRIST  (Austria  Provin- 
cial): Sisters  and  brothers,  a  very  appro- 
priate concern  of  all  of  us  as  we 
consider  together  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  CPT  is  their  financial  impli- 
cations. The  CPT  commissions  our 
Financial  Implications  Committee, 
composed  of  CPT  and  GCFA  members, 
to  examine  the  issue  of  the  cost  factors 
related  to  the  reports.  The  Financial  Im- 
plications Committee  thoroughly  re- 
viewed the  entire  report.  The  findings 
of  the  Financial  Implications  Commit- 
tee indicate  that  the  one  place  when 
new  dollars  would  be  required  would 
be  in  the  creation  of  the  United  Method- 
ist Global  Conference.  The  CPT  recom- 
mendation is  that  the  United  Methodist 
Global  Conference  to  be  initiated  in 
2008.  Taking  into  consideration  infla- 
tion, the  Financial  Implications  Com- 
mittee estimates  that  the  additional 
new  dollars  for  United  Methodist 
Global  Conference  in  2008  would  be 
S500,000.  Other  cost  factors  to  the  CPT 
by  the  repwrter  to  the  CPT  by  the  Finan- 
cial Implications  Committee  reflect 
costs  that  would  be  covered  through 
the  dollars  that  are  already  budgeted  in 
local  churches,  districts,  annual  confer- 
ences, and  general  agencies.  If  The 
United  Methodist  Church  affirmed  the 
transformational  directions  recom- 
mended by  the  CPT  it  would  begin  to 


function  in  a  different  way,  and  its  re- 
sources would  begin  to  be  allocated  to 
support  the  transformational  direc- 
tions. 

Sisters  and  brothers,  the  CPT  report 
recommends  gradual  changes-gradual 
changes  that  would  enable  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  move,  to  move  to 
a  holistic  process — a  holistic  process 
that  focuses  the  work  of  all  the  parts.  In 
this  process  a  realignment  of  resources 
would  occur. 

Bishop  Christopher 
Concludes  CPT  Report 

BISHOP  SHARON  CHRISTOPHER 
BROWN:  One  day  at  3:00  in  the  after- 
noon, Peter  and  John  were  on  their  way 
to  the  temple  for  a  prayer  meeting.  At 
the  same  time  there  was  a  man  crippled 
from  birth  being  carried  up.  Every  day 
he  was  set  down  at  the  temple  gate  to 
beg  from  those  going  into  the  temple. 
When  he  saw  Peter  and  John  about  to 
enter  the  temple,  he  asked  for  a  hand- 
out. Peter,  with  John  at  his  side,  looked 
him  straight  in  the  eye  and  said,  "Look 
here."  He  looked  up  exf)ecting  to  get  a 
handout.  Peter  said,  "I  don't  have  a 
nickel  to  my  name,  but  what  I  do  have  I 
give  you.  In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Nazareth,  walk."  He  grabbed  him  by 
the  right  hand  and  pulled  him  up.  In  an 
instant,  his  feet  and  ankles  became  firm. 
He  jumped  to  his  feet  and  walked. 

A  United  Methodist  church  deci- 
sively, passionately,  and  compassion- 
ately offering  our  hand  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  all  who  are  begging  at 
the  gate,  for  all  who  are  begging  for  a 
new  way  to  walk  through  life.  This  is 
the  vision  from  which  the  CPT  report  is 
born.  This  repwrt  is  not  a  revolutionary 
fix  that —  for  all  that  ails  our  church. 
Rather,  with  the  soul  of  the  church  at 
heart,  it  is  an  invitation  to  a  journey  to- 
ward a  new  yet  very  old  way  of  being 
churched  together  for  a  new  millen- 
nium. Grounded  in  deep  and  abiding 
appreciation  for  all  that  has  brought  us 
to  this  moment,  it  is  an  invitation  to  take 
some  baby  stepjs  toward  a  new  persp)ec- 
tive  and  a  new  way  that  is  large  enough 
to  hold  our  biblical  mandate  and  the 
desperate,  human  cry  for  a  new  walk  in 
these  times.  It  honors  our  Wesleyan 
style  of  living  anchored  in  personal  and 
social  holiness  and  liberated  through  a 
salvation  process  of  going  on  to  perfec- 
tion. This  report  is  an  occasion  for  this 
General  Conference  body  to  lower  its 
defenses,  to  release  its  fears  and  ar\xi- 
eties,  to  lay  aside  its  personal  self-inter- 
ests in  order  to  think  and  pray  quietly 
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together  as  Christian  comniunity  about 
who  God  is  calling  us  to  be  for  these 
times  in  all  of  our  world.  It  provides  a 
window  for  our  listening  to  God  and  to 
one  another  and  then  daring  to  be  faith- 
ful to  what  we  hear. 

The  CPT  report  is  far  from  perfect.  It 
requires  the  ongoing  conferencing  that 
we  hope  will  occur  in  this  General  Con- 
ference session.  A  conferencing  that 
needs  to  include  all  sectors-  of  the 
church,  that  needs  to  listen  to  the  hurts 
of  our  world,  and,  above  all,  needs  to 
hear  God's  voice.  We  offer  it  to  you  in 
the  spirit  of  the  One  who  commands  us 
to  pick  up  our  mat  and  walk.  In  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  BRUCE  BLAKE:  When  Gen- 
eral Conferences  act  and  commission  a 
group  to  work  on  our  behalf  and  to  re- 
port to  the  next  General  Conference, 
these  persons  have  given  as  volunteers 
an  incredible  amount  of  time  to  present 
to  you  for  your  consideration  the  re- 
port. And  I'm  sure  your  applause  indi- 
cates your  appreciation  for  bringing 
these  issues  before  the  Conference.  Let 
me  explain  that  we  will  have  two  or 
three  matters  now  to  facilitate  the  work 
of  the  Conference,  but,  so,  with  our 
minds  focused  on  the  Connectional 
Process  Team  report,  what  will  soon  oc- 
cur will  be  a  break.  Twenty  minutes  af- 
ter that  break  you  will  convene  in  small 
groups  a  cross-section  of  delegates  will 
be  represented  in  each  group.  This  is 
the  goldenrod  sheet  you  have  before 
you.  What  you  need  to  know  to  figure 
this  out  is  simply  your  section,  your 
seat  number  and  to  find  your  room  and 
you  will  be  convened  in  that  setting  by 
a  presiding  bishop.  All  of  us  have  been 
oriented.  You  will  be  following  a  simi- 
lar process  in  all  the  groups.  There  will 
be  a  time  for  you  to  identify  where  you 
concur  in  your  thinking  with  the  report, 
where  you  dissent  in  your  thinking 
from  the  report,  and  an  opportunity  for 
questions  to  be  raised.  So  that  will  be 
the  purpose  of  the  final  part  of  our 
morning  session  in  small  groups,  but  a 
holding  order  because  we  have  some 
matters  that  need  to  come  before  us 
again.  We  express  our  appreciation  to 
the  connectional  process  team  for  this 
presentation.  First  of  all,  is  Anne  Mar- 
shall here  in  the  room?  I  know  she  is  not 
a  Delegate  and  we  will  have  to  suspend 
the  rules  if  she  is  here,  for  a  matter  of 
personal  privilege.  Ann,  or  those 
around  her  if  she  is  here  —  She  is  here, 
so  I  would  ask  Mary  Alice  Massey  to 


come  and  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
since  Anne  Marshall  is  not  a  delegate  to 
allow  her  to  speak  in  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal privilege.  Microphone  2. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  Bishop, 
Mary  Alice  Massey,  Florida,  and  chair 
of  the  Agenda  Committee.  I  move  we 
suspend  the  rules  to  hear  from  Anne 
Marshall. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Is  there  a  second? 
We  will  vote  electronically  so  that  all 
votes  can  be  recorded.  Vote  yes,  num- 
ber one.  No,  number  two.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  sus- 
pended the  rules,  this  is  recorded  and 
Anne  would  you  come  forward  at  this 
time.  Ann,  come  right  up.  And  as  she 
comes  I  would  ask  her  to  come  to  the 
podium  and  ask  Bishop  Dan  Solomon 
to  come  and  stand  with  her.  April  19, 
1995  was  a  day  that  the  world  was 
called  to  attention,  United  States  expe- 
rienced violence,  Oklahoma  City  expe- 
rienced tragedy,  and  some  individuals 
and  families  experienced  loss.  Anne 
Marshall  is  a  staff  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Inter-religious  Concerns.  Bishop 
Solomon  was  her  Bishop  on  April  19, 
1995.  And  the  Agenda  Committee  has 
approved  this  three-minute  time  for  a 
personal  privilege  from  Anne  Mar- 
shall. Ann,  you  have  the  privilege  to 
speak. 

Aiwe  Marsfwll  Remembers 
Oklahoma  CHy  Bombing 

ANNE  MARSHALL;  Bishops  and 
delegates  and  guests,  I  couldn't  do  this 
four  years  ago  in  Denver.  But  by  God's 
grace  and  continued  presence  in  my 
life,  I  can  stand  before  you  today  to  say 
thank  you  for  all  the  prayers,  the  sup- 
port, and  acts  of  kindness  that  you  of- 
fered to  my  family  and  to  the 
community  of  Oklahoma  City.  On 
April  19, 1995  my  life  was  changed  for- 
ever. I  lost  my  best  friend  and  spouse, 
and  his  name  was  Raymond  Johnson. 
He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Social  Secu- 
rity office.  He  didn't  have  to  be  in  the 
building  that  day,  but  he  always 
wanted  to  help  people,  and  that  is  what 
he  was  doing  that  day.  And  normally 
he  always  parked  his  car  on  the  street. 
That  morning  someone  was  sick  and  he 
was  able  to  park  in  the  garage.  Other- 
wise he  would  have  been  plugging  the 
parking  meter  that  morning.  It's  been  a 
difficult  journey,  and  God  has  offered 
me  many  opportunities  to  fill  the  void 
that  at  times  were  so  empty.  And  be- 
cause of  my  church  community  I  have 
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not  walked  alone  and  God  has  worked 
through  you. 

This  last  anniversary  that  happened  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago,  it  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent gathering  for  all  the  168  famiUes 
and  the  more  that  500  survivors  and 
also  all  the  rescue  workers  who  always 
come  back  to  be  with  the  families.  This 
time  I  left  with  a  sense  of  peace  that  I 
didn't  ever  have  before.  Our  family 
even  laughed  this  time.  Because  my 
husband,  as  I  mentioned  earlier,  he  was 
always  a  person  that  always  wanted  to 
help  people,  and  he  always  worked  be- 
hind the  scenes  and  always  wanted 
people  to  take  credit.  Well,  as  we  gath- 
ered and  as  we  were  going  down  to  the 
memorial,  we  were  looking  for  his  par- 
ticular chair  we  found  that  he  was  on 
the  front  row  and  in  the  center.  So  we  all 
laughed,  we  thought,  I  wonder  what 
Raymond  would  think  today  if  he 
knew  that  his  chair  was  on  the  front 
row  and  in  the  center? 

The  community  has  changed.  The 
Murrah  building  is  no  longer  there. 
They  have  erected  a  beautiful,  beautiful 
memorial  that  would  help  with  the 
healing  and  the  reconciling  for  the  fam- 
ilies. But  the  tragedy  has  brought  the 
community  together  that  was  once 
fragmented.  There  is  an  Institute  on 
Domestic  Terrorism  to  try  to  insure  that 
this  doesn't  happen  again  on  American 
soil  or  anywhere  in  the  world. 
Oklahoma  City  became  the  model  for 
mass  destruction,  on  how  do  you  re- 
spond to  that?  But  the  act  of  violence 
did  not  destroy  the  community.  It  im- 
posed the  choice  that  we  do  not  choose 
to  have  to  live  with  and  that  means  be- 
ing having  our  lives  changed  forever. 
The  church  was  there,  is  there,  and  will 
be  there  for  people  as  we  heal  and  rec- 
oncile through  God's  grace. 

1  would  like  to  personally  invite  you,i 
when  you  come  to  Oklahoma  City,  that' 
you  go  to  the  memorials  to  look  at  the 
1 68  chairs.  And  at  night,  I  have  not  seen 
it,  but  they  light  up.  And  they  say  from 
a  hill  far  away,  to  see  those  lights  glim- 
mering in  the  dark  is  very  breath-tak- 
ing. But  it  also  reminds  us  of  a  huge  loss 
that  we  all  suffered.  So  I  would  like  to 
invite  you  to  the  Oklahoma  City  memo- 
rial. But,  I  also  want  you  to  know  that  as 
a  member  of  the  Oklahoma  Missionary 
Conference  and  also  as  a  staff  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Inter-religious  Concerns, 
you  don't  know  how  much  of  an  impact 
you  had  on  our  lives  on  April  19, 
1995 — how  quickly  you  responded, 
how  quickly  you  prayed  for  us.  And  we 
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really  telt  the  sense  of  those  prayers  and 
those  supports  and  all  the  acts  of  kind- 
ness on  that  day.  And  Bishop  Solomon, 
1  will  always  be  indebted  to  you  be- 
cause he  would  call  me  early,  early, 
early  in  the  mornings,  but  I  was  already 
gone  and  my  mother  would  always 
say,  "Well,  Bishop  Solomon  called  to 
see  how  you  were  doing."  And  then 
even  as  1  got  back  to  the  office,  he  al- 
ways called  me  to  see  how  I  was  doing. 
And  with  those  typ>es  of — that's  how 
Cod  works  through  us.  And  I  am  just 
thankful  for  all,  for  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  being  there  for  me  and  for 
the  community.  Cod  bless  you  all. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  BRUCE  P.  BLAKE:  Thank 
you.  To  facilitate  our  work  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  would  like  to  call  on  Myron  Mc- 
Coy to  make  another  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  distribute 
material  that  is  already  scheduled  on 
your  program.  He's  coming  to  micro- 
phone 6,  please. 

MYRON  MCCOY:  Yes,  I'd  like  to 
move  the  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
distribution  to  delegates  and  to  those  of 
you  on  the  platform  of  the  Telescope 
Messenger  from  the  Center  of  the  Evan- 
gelical United  Brethren  Heritage  and  a 
piece  developed  by  The  United  Meth- 
odist Publishing  House  related  to  the 
200"'  anniversary  celebration  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Is  there  a  second? 
Please  vote  1 ,  "yes";  2,  "no."  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  rules  for  the  distribution  of  this 
material.  "Yes,"  875;  "No,"  51 .  [The mo- 
tion carried.)  You  have  suspended  the 
rules  for  that  purpose.  That  material 
will  be  on  your  tables  in  the  morning. 
Yes,  what  is — do  you  have  a  request? 
Come  to  the  microphone  2.  We're  mov- 
ing to  recess  here  in  a  couple  minutes. 
Yes' 

DAVID  WILSON  (Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference):  Bishop,  let  me 
ask  for  a.. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Please  identify 
yourself  and  your  conference. 


DAVID  WILSON:  I'm  sorry.  David 
Wilson,  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference.  I  move  to  temporarily  sus- 
p)end  the  rules  so  that  we  might  distrib- 
ute information  from  the  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic  Ministries,  and  the  Native 
American  Comprehensive  Plan  arrived 
at  the  convention  center  late  for  distri- 
bution yesterday. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  This  is  a  motion.  Is 
there  a  second?  It's  seconded.  You've 
heard  the  reason.  Let  me  explain  that 
this  puts — when  we  make  these  mo- 
tions— this  puts  you  in  control  of  what 
you  receive  rather  than  other  persons 
making  the  decisions.  You  might  think 
these  motions  sort  of  get  in  our  way,  but 
I  assure  you  that  then  this  puts  the  body 
in  control  of  the  information  you  re- 
ceive. The  motion  is  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  receive  information  from  the 
Native  American  Comprehensive  Plan 
and  the  Hispanic  Plan — materials  that 
arrived  here  late.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears,  1  for  "Yes,"  and  2  for 
"No,"  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
that  purpose.  "Yes,"  831;  "No,"  97.  [The 
motion  carried.)  You  have  suspended 
the  rules  for  that  purpose.  Now,  I'll  turn 
to  Carolyn  Marshall,  our  secretary,  for 
information  or  announcements  she  has 
for  us. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Two  of 
them  involve  the  process  that  we'll  just 
be  about  as  far  as  the  CPT  report.  It's 
been  brought  to  our  attention  that  the 
DCAs  which  we  received  this  morning, 
on  page  1 7,  number  6,  reports  what  was 
in  the  original  presentation  as  was 
printed  in  your  Advance  Handbook, 
rather  than  what  was  adopted  yester- 
day. Let  me  simply  share  that  with  you, 
and  then  an  announcement  for  those 
persons  who  will  be  involved.  In  place 
of  what  is  printed  on  1715,  number  6, 
should  read:  "On  TTiursday  evening. 
May  4,  immediately  following  the 
opening  worship,  the  CPT  will  provide 
the  General  Conference  with  a  written 
summary  of  the  small  group  meet- 
ings." And  then  this  announcement: 
The  meeting  of  the  CPT  discussion 
group  convenors  and  recorders  is 
scheduled    during   the   dinner   hour. 


Wednesday,  May  3''',  in  Room  B301, 
pipe  and  drape  area,  north  of  the  food 
court.  This  is  the  same  room  we  are 
meeting  with  the  recorders  at  9  am. 

Clarification  of  Assigned 
CPT  Discernment  Croups 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  There's  been  an  ad- 
ditional question  about  your  assigned 
groups.  Section  A,  seats  1  and  2,  all  the 
way  back  through  Section  A,  seats  1 
and  2,  and  then,  seats  3  and  4,  all  the 
way  back  in  each  section;  so,  your  row 
does  not  determine  where  you — which 
group  you  go  to — your  section  and 
your  seat  number  determines  that.  Af- 
ter our  closing  prayer,  we  will — the  bell 
choir  will  be  presenting  music  as  we 
leave.  Out  of  respect  for  them,  I  would 
just  invite  you  as  you  leave  to  curtail 
your  conversation  until  you  move  out 
of  the  arena.  These  persons  have  come 
to  share  their  talent  with  us;  and  for 
those  who  want  to  stay,  this  will  allow 
them  to  hear,  because  it  gets  pretty 
noisy  in  here  otherwise.  This  will  not  be 
our  norm,  but  this  is  how  we  will  han- 
dle it  today,  and  just  ask  you  to  curtail 
the  conversation  'til  you  move  from  the 
room.  The  small  groups  will  convene  in 
20  minutes.  We're  on  schedule.  Thank 
you  for  your  cooperation,  enabling  us 
to  meet  our  schedule.  You  will  be  meet- 
ing in  legislative  committees  this  after- 
noon and  this  evening.  We  will 
reconvene  in  plenary  here  in  the  morn- 
ing at  8  a.m.  I've  asked  Bishop  John  Rus- 
sell to  come  and  offer  our  closing 
prayer. 

BISHOP  JOHN  RUSSELL:  Let  us 
pray.  Our  heavenly  Father,  we're  grate- 
ful for  this  church  and  the  opportunity 
to  minister  here.  We're  thankful  for  the 
inspiration  and  the  challenges  of  the 
morning.  Now  as  we  depart  to  work  in 
small  group>s,  grant,  our  Father,  that  we 
may  be  respwnsive  to  your  Spirit  and  to 
your  will.  In  Christ's  name.  Amen. 
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Delegates  Celebrate  Heritage 
Tackle  Contemporary  Challenges 


Heritage  and  contemporary  problems  shared  space 
the    docket    of    the    United    Methodist    General 
Conference,  May  4. 


on 


Two  centuries  of  ministry  by  two  predecessor  bodies 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  were  recalled  in  pictures 
and  words.  Both  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  and  the 
Evangelical  Association  mark  their  beginning  as  1880. 

The  two  churches  joined  in  1946  to  create  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church.  That  body,  in  turn, 
united  with  the  Methodist  Church  in  1968. 

Text  and  pictures  highlighted  mileposts  of  the  two 
rhurches  that  ministered  to  the  thousands  of 
German-speaking  peoples  who  fled  Europe  to  come  to  the 
United  States.  Their  work  paralleled  Methodist  ministry 
.with  English-speaking  residents  of  the  young  nation. 

Included  in  the  memories  were: 

•  the  "great  meeting"  in  Isaac  Long's  bam  on  the 
outskirts  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1767  where  Phillip 
William  Otterbein  and  Martin  Boehm  met; 


Agenda  for  Friday,  May  5 

8:00  a.m.       Choral  Music 

8:15  a.m.       Worship  Service 

9:00a.m.       Africa  University  Report 

9:30  a.m.       Bishops  passing  of  the  gavel 

9:40  a.m.       Nominations  for  Judicial  Council 
and  University  Senate 

10.00  a.m.     Debate  on  Connectional  Process  Team 
report 

12:15  p.m.  Lunch  Recess 

2:30  p.m.  Legislative  Committees 

5:00  p.m.  Dinner  Recess 

730  p.m.  Legislative  Committee 


Bishop   George   W.    Bashore,    Pittsburgh   Area,   di-hvers   the 
sermon  during  morning  worship  May  4. 

UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBou 

•  the  formation  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  in 
September  1800  on  a  farm  near  Frederick,  Md.; 

•  the  organization  at  about  the  same  time  of  the 
Evangelical  Association  a  few  miles  west  of 
Lancaster;  and 

•  the  uniting  of  the  two  bodies  in  1946  in  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  to  form  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church. 
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Boehm,  a  Mennonite,  and  Otterbein,  a  German 
Reformed  pastor,  were  elected  bishops  at  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ  organizational  meeting  in  Maryland. 
Jacob  Albright,  organizer  of  the  Evangelical  Association, 
had  been  converted  by  Methodists. 

The  ZOC^  observance  was  directed  by  Jim  Nelson,  a 
professor  at  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  director  of  the  Center  for  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Heritage. 

As  part  of  the  commemoration.  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  produced  a  hardbound 
historical  sampler  of  the  EUB  church  and  predecessor 
bodies.  The  volume  was  presented  to  all  delegates,  along 
with  a  commemorative  issue  of  the  Telescope  Messenger, 
the  semiannual  publication  of  the  center. 

It  is  difficult  for  United  Methodists  today  to  grasp 

the  desperation  of  the  German  refugees,  according  to  the 

'multimedia  presentation.     "We  can  make  use  of  the 

heritage  left  us  by  ministry  two  centuries  ago,"   the 

presenters  declared. 
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The  ceremony  was  concluded  with  the  singing, 
partly  in  German,  of  the  familiar  hymn  "Jesus  Loves  Me" 
under  the  leadership  of  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore,  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  at  the 
time  of  the  1968  union  with  the  Methodist  Church. 


In  another  presentation.  United  Methodists  won 
praise  from  the  founder  of  Habitat  for  Humanity,  Millard 
Fuller.  Habitat's  work,  he  said,  is  "so  enormous  that  it 
can't  be  done  just  by  one  denomination." 


I 


In  1998,  The  UMC  had  7,340  congregations  involve 
in  Habitat  work,  according  to  a  Habitat  spokeswoman. 

Several   delegates   from   Africa   were   assigned   toi 
legislative  committees  where  language  interpretation  was- 
not  available.  After  a  long  discussion  of  possible  remedies, 
delegates  called   for  steps  to  be  taken  to  correct  any 
inequities  in  interpretation  in  the  10  legislative  committees. 
The  Commission  on  General  Conference  and  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  acted  quickly  to  recruit  five  > 
translators  for  every  committee  at  a  cost  of  $95,000.  ■ 

One  language  needing  no  interpretation  Thursday 
was  that  of  the  Methodist  Choir  of  Copenhagen  which 
sang  at  the  morning  worship  hour,  and  had  the  hallways 
ringing  during  the  noon  hour  as  they  serenaded  delegates 
eating  in  the  convention  center  food  court. 

News  of  the  May  4  arrest  of  Bishop  Juan  Vera 
Mendez  of  the  automous  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto 
Rico  spread  quickly  through  the  assembly.    The  bishop 
was  arrested  for  engaging  in  a  peaceful  encampment  on 
Vieques  to  protest  the  presence  and  actions  of  the  U.S. 
military.      Following  a   press  conference,  an  evening; 
session    called  for  a  General  Conference  delegation  toi 
meet  with  President  Clinton  to  protest  the  arrest  of  the ; 
bishop  and  300  other  demonstrators  and  practices  of  the* 
U.S.  military  j 

In  other  business  Thursday,  the  conference  sent! 
condolences  to  the  family,  associates  and  church  of  the 
late  Cardinal  John  O'Connor. 


It  was  announced  that  the  special  Hope  for  th 
Children  of  Africa  offering  received  $16,568.33. 


I 


Wednesday  night  one  of  United  Methodism's 
best-known  civil  rights  leaders  told  attendees  at  a  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  banquet  that  the  church's  challenge 
in  the  new  century  is  to  provide  spiritual,  ethical  and 
moral  leadership  as  the  nation  redefines  itself. 

"There  is  an  opportunity  for  General  Conference  to 
sound  prophetic  voices,  to  be  courageous  souls,"  said  th^ 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  former  head  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference. 

— Robert  Lear 
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Resolution  Sent  to  Judicial  Council  by  Whisker-thin  Margin 


By  a  vote  of  50.6  to  49.4%,  General  Conference  voted 
Thursday  night  to  ask  the  Judicial  Council  for  a  decision 
on  the  covenant  relationship  between  the  annual 
conferences,  the  General  Conference  and  the  Discipline. 
Citing  Paragraphs  2616.1  and  2616.2  in  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  and  speaking  at  the  unanimous  behest  of  the 
North  Georgia  Annual  Conference  delegation,  lay 
delegate  Joe  M.  Whittemore  asked  for  a  declaratory 
decision  on  how  the  covenant  relationship  between  the 
annual  conference  and  its  clergy  relates  to  The  Book  of 
Discipline.  He  asked  for  a  decision  on  the  constitutionality 
of  actions  taken  that  violate  T/ieBoo^o/Discip/ine  based  on 
an  annual  conference's  conscientious  disagreement  with  a 
particular  paragraph.  Whittemore  further  asked  that  the 
Judicial  Council  rule  as  to  whether  there  are  more  basic 
and  more  fundamental  covenants  that  have  precedence 
over  The  Book  of  Discipline,  and  if  so,  which  covenants  may 
annual  conferences  rely  upon  to  supercede  or  disobey 
disciplinary  provisions.  He  said  that  if  we  are  in  covenant 


with  one  another,  we  need  to  know  what  defines  the 
covenant  agreement  and  must  be  able  to  trust  one 
another.  Two  delegates  spoke  against  the  motion,  saying 
that  the  resolution  seeks  a  litigious  response  to  a 
theological  issue. 

Whittemore  did  not  mention  the  California-Nevada 
Conference  by  name.  However,  many  persons  assumed 
that  he  was  referring  to  the  seven-member  committee  of 
that  conference  which  decided  not  to  place  67  conference 
clergy  on  trial  for  concelebrating  a  same-gender  service  of 
holy  union.  In  a  statement  following  that  decision.  Bishop 
Melvin  G.  Talbert  said  that  while  some  will  feel  the 
committee  decision  has  broken  covenant  with  the 
Discipline,  "the  decision  does  reflect  the  long-standing 
covenant  commitments  for  inclusiveness  and  justice  of 
the  California-Nevada  Annual  Conference  ..." 
(Newscope).  The  General  Conference  expects  a  decision 
from  the  Judicial  Coimcil  soon. 


United  Methodists  Respond  to  Arrests  in  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico 


Bishop  Juan  Vera  Mendez  and  Pastor  Lucy  Rosario 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico  were  among 
ecumenical  leaders  and  peaceful  protestors  arrested  this 
morning  by  the  FBI,  Federal  Marshals,  and  U.S.  military 
personnel  on  the  island  of  Vieques.  The  US  Navy  uses  the 
island  for  training  and  practice  bombing.  The  action 
effectively  broke  negotiations  between  a  religious 
coalition,  the  White  House,  and  Congress. 

Upset  with  US  policy  and  these  developments. 
Bishop  Charlene  P.  Kammerer,  Charlotte  Area;  Bishop 
Ricardo  Periera,  Cuba;  Retired  Bishop  Isaias  Gutierrez, 
Chile;  Victor  R.  Ortiz,  lay  delegate  from  Puerto  Rico;  and 
Thorn  White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  secretary.  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society;  spoke  to  the  press 
Thursday,  May  4.  Bishop  Felton  Edwin  May,  Washington 
lArea,  read  a  statement  by  the  Council  of  Bishops' 
delegation  to  Vieques.  Several  other  bishops  and  church 
leaders  attended  the  briefing. 

'         According  to  a  statement  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  United  Methodist  concerns  for  the 


Vieques  controversy  date  back  to  the  Reagan 
administration.  Protests  have  continued  on  the  island  of 
9,500  inhabitants.  Fassett  identified  the  issues  as 
colonialism,  ownership,  land  use,  health  and  safety. 
Bishop  Gutierrez,  president  of  the  Council  of  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean 
(CIEMAL),  expressed  concern  for  "my  friend  and 
colleague"  Bishop  Juan  Vera  Mendez,  CIEMAL  vice 
president. 

Asked  what  was  being  done  to  gain  release  of  those 
arrested,  Ortiz  said  he  heard  that  Bishop  Mendez  was 
released,  but  he  knew  nothing  about  the  welfare  of  Pastor 
Rosario.  On  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove  signed  a  letter  sent  to  the  White 
House  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and  Bishop 
Robert  C.  Morgan  sent  a  telegram  to  Bishop  Mendez. 
GBGM  lawyers  in  Puerto  Rico  are  providing  legal 
services.  Ortiz  said  the  Puerto  Rican  delegation  has  a 
resolution  to  present  to  the  General  Conference. 

-Patty  Meyers 
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Pushing  Buttons  at  General  Conference 

Pushing  buttons  can  be  a  good  thing,  especially 
when  it  gets  your  message  across  to  other  delegates.  There 
are  buttons  of  every  color  and  shape.  Many  groups, 
caucuses,  boards  and  agencies  have  created  buttons  to 
make  themselves  visible  here.  Share  your  buttons  through 
the  DCA.  We  will  collect  them  throughout  the  week  and 
publish  a  picture  of  them  in  a  future  issue.  Drop  your 
buttons  by  the  DCA  office,  attention  Brad  Motta. 


We  Are  Here  to  Be  With  Jesus 

I  am  a  part  of  the  Memphis  Conference  delegation. 
By  profession,  I  am  a  dentist. 

Last  Saturday  I  treated  a  few  patients,  including  one 
who  needed  a  root  canal.  I  told  her,  "I  don't  want  to  start  a 
root-canal  treatment  and  be  gone  for  two  weeks." 

She  replied,  "Where  are  you  going  for  your 
vacation?" 

When  I  answered,  "I  am  going  to  a  church  meeting," 
she  immediately  added,  "You  are  going  to  find  Jesus." 

The  biblical  concept  of  a  church  meeting  is  to  find 
Jesus  or  to  be  with  Jesus.  May  the  Lord  help  us  not  to 
become  so  engaged  in  church  programs  we  miss  being 
with  him.  And  may  the  Holy  Spirit  guide  our  every 
decision. 

— Solomon  Christian 


Find  Waldo  and  the  Missing 
Judicial  Council  Members 

The  printed  program  for  the  Monday  night  bishops' 
reception  listed  the  names  of  the  bishops  and  Judicial 
Council  members.  It  identified  the  various  locations 
where  delegates  and  guests  could  greet  each  other.  It 
created  an  evening  of  "find  your  bishop." 

The  names  of  some  Judicial  Council  members  were 
accidentally  omitted  from  the  program.  The  complete  list 
of  Judicial  Council  members  includes:  Sally  Curtis 
Askew,  Wesley  Bailey,  C.  Rex  Bevins,  Evelynn  S. 
Caterson,  John  G.  Corry,  Susan  T.  Henry-Crowe,  Zan  W. 
Holmes  Jr.,  Tom  Matheny  and  Theodore  H.  Walter. 

-Brad  Motta 


Anybody  Listenin'?... 

Our  processes  are  under  stress... 

Cramped,  noisy  spaces,  inadequate  time,  and  confusion 
in  the  legislative  process  are  unkind  to  inclusive  and 
caring  group  interactions.  Observers  are  noticing 
frustration  and  short  tempers,  and  less  encouragement  of 
inclusive  participation.  Particularly  adverse  ~  Local 
Church  (meeting  downstairs  in  "pipe  and  drape")  and 
Higher  Ed  &  Min.  In  adverse  situations,  we'll  benefit 
from  strengtiiened  sensitivity  and  care  for  the 
participation  of  all. 

Aflirming  models  in  leadership  teams... 

Officers  in  several  committees,  notably  Gen  &  Jud  Ad 
and  Church  and  Soc,  are  modeling  shared  leadership.  In 
one  subcommittee,  all  the  officers  are  young  adults 
whose  skill  at  facilitating  process  and  participation  is  a 
joy  to  observe.  The  church  of  today! 

We  recognize  the  efforts  of  the  Chairs  of  Financial 
Admin  and  Discipleship  to  call  for  the  contributions  and 
voices  of  female  delegates  to  be  heard.  (Chair  of 
Financial  Admin  also  named  someone  to  serve  the 
legislative  committee  as  "spiritual  director"  to  provide 
regular  "centering"  and  prayer  for  the  committee.)  Chair 
&  Vice  Chair  of  Discipleship  suggested  inclusive, 
paired  leadership  for  their  subcommittees.  This  is 
critical:  when  we  self-select  into  subgroups,  segregated 
groups  often  result.    In  Global  Ministries,  for  example, 
not  one  male  chose  to  serve  on  Women  and  Children's 
Issues  sub-committee. 

We  all  carry  gender  stereotypes... 

Both  male  and  female  subcommittee  chairs  were 
observed  to  turn  to  the  female  delegates  in  their  groups 
to  serve  as  secretaries/recorders.  In  one  subgroup  when 
none  of  the  females  would  serve,  and  males  declined,  a 
female  elected  as  vice  chair  agreed  to  serve  instead  as 
the  secretary.  Worth  mentioning  -  the 
secretary/recorder  role  is  a  vital  and  significant  role. 

Full  Participation  of  All  Delegates  During 
Wednesday  Plenary  Discussion 

We  applaud  the  Church  and  Society  Committee  for 
bringing  to  our  attention  the  issue  of  inadequate 
language  translation  -  institutional  racism  -  that 
developed  in  our  process.  We  note  that  a  majority  of 
the  speeches  on  the  floor  to  address  this  concern  were 
made  by  Anglo  speakers — as  is  appropriate  in  the 
eradication  of  white/English-speaking  dominance  in  our 
systems  and  practices. 

Provided  by  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women's  Monitoring  &  Resource  Team 


l^ily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  4 


1791 


Julius  Archibald  Shares  Passion 
for  Older  Adult  Ministries 

Dr.  Julius  Archibald,  Troy  Conference  lay  leader  and 
General  Conference  delegate,  heads  the  National 
Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders.  A  retired 

Erofessor   of   computer   science   at    Plattsburgh    State 
niversity  of  New  York,  he  has  a  passion  for  older  adult 
ministries. 

He  is  also  a  strong  advocate  of  United  Methodism's 
imprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult  Ministries,  related 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  According  to  Dr. 
Archibald,  older  adults  are  the  fastest-growing  segment 
the  population  worldwide.  The  2001-04  funding 
request  is  for  $500,000  to  provide: 

•  full-time  older  adult  ministries  staff  person  and 
support  staff  at  GBOD; 

•  printed,  visual,  and  electronic  materials  for  older 
adult  ministries; 

•  grants  to  annual  conferences  to  conduct  survey 
needs;  and  ' 

•  grants  to  conferences,  districts,  local 
congregations  and  individuals  to  develop  and 
implement  older  adult  ministries. 

Particularly  concerned  about  persons  with 
landicapping  conditions  and  those  confined  to  seailar 
iBirsing  facilities.  Dr.  Archibald  notes  churches  often 
rtruggle  to  provide  regular  worship  services  for  these 
xrsons.  Some  people  who  were  faithful  church  members 
dfhen  able-bodied  are  lonely  and  feel  neglected  by  their 
diurch  family.  Dr.  Archibald  coordinates  worship 
lervices  for  two  secular  nursing  homes.  Lay  speakers  do 
most  of  the  weekly  preaching,  and  clergy  celebrate 
monthly  communion  and  special  worship  services. 

—  Patty  Meyers 

Up  Close  and  Personal: 
Seminarians  Play  Key  Role  in  CPT  Process 

t     Thirty-three    men    and    women    related    to    the 
ethodist  Theological  School  of  Ohio  (Methesco)  are 
Bwing  General  Conference  up  close.    Some  are  here 
lloing  coursework,  while  others  are  getting  continuing 
iucation  credit. 

Each  participant  is  following  the  work  of  a  legislative 
committee.  They  got  a  bigger  dose  of  the  proceedings 
than  they  counted  on  when  they  were  drafted  to  be 
recorders  for  the  small  groups  discussing  the  report  of  the 
Connectional  Process  Team.  Because  of  their  work,  two 


students  were  among  those  reporting  the  results  of  those 
discussions. 

Student  observations  about  General  Conference 
included: 

•  The  fast  pace  is  frustrating. 

•  "Process"  can  be  messy. 

•  People  who  lack  hymnals  are  out  of  luck. 

•  Access  to  legislative  committees  and 
sub-committees  is  inequitable. 

•  A  surprising  amount  of  input  in  the  CPT 
discernment  process  came  from  non-delegates. 

•  Non-English-speaking  Central  Conference 
delegates  are  at  a  disadvantage  because  more 
translators  are  needed  and  they  cannot  read  the 
legislation  in  their  own  language. 

Bill  McCartney,  a  field  educator  for  the  seminary 
from  1987  until  his  retirement  in  1998,  directs  the 
Methesco  program.  McCartney  also  served  34  years  as  a 
local  church  pastor. 

Other  schools,  including  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary,  Evanston,  111,  are  offering  similar 
learning  opportunities  during  General  Conference. 

— John  Thornburg 


Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
is  . . .  Brad  Motta????? 

Since  we  do  not  have  the  budget  of  "The  Today 
Show"'s  Matt  Lauer,  my  adventures  are  limited  to  the 
Cleveland  Convention  Center.  Despite  that,  1  have 
ventured  to  some  very  interesting  areas.  Can  you  guess 
where  I  am??????? 

Cities: 

This  place  is  filled  with  piz2:a  boxes.  It  has  a 
unique  aroma.  It  is  constantly  being  filled  and  emptied. 
The  people  in  the  area  are  working  hard  to  ensure 
every  delegate  and  visitor  has  a  "crumby"  experience. 
See  photo  on  page  on  page  1798  for  the  location. 
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Miracles  Happen  Through  Habitat  for  Humanity 


United  Methodists  have  more  participants  in  Habitat 
for  Humanity  than  any  other  denomination,  founder 
Millard  Fuller  told  delegates  May  4. 

"We  have  seen  ourselves  as  a  servant  of  the  church," 
Fuller  said.  United  Methodists  have  been  part  of  the  effort 
to  house  the  poor  since  Millard  and  Linda  Fuller  founded 
Habitat  in  1967.  Since  then.  Habitat  volunteers  have  built 
homes  with  more  than  90,000  needy  families  in  more  than 
1,500  U.S.  cities  and  67  countries. 

This  week  Fuller  and  United  Methodist  leaders 
dedicated  three  Habitat  houses  in  Cleveland  funded  by 
the  Cleveland  District  and  worked  on  by  church 
volunteers.  Nearby  were  homes  constructed  by 
volunteers  from  Presbyterian  and  Baptist  churches. 
Habitat's  mission  to  eliminate  poverty  housing  is  so  huge 
it  cannot  be  done  by  one  denomination.  Fuller 
emphasized. 

In  September,  according  to  Fuller,  former  President 
Jimmy  Carter  and  other  regular  Habitat  volxmteers  will 
go  to  Harlem  to  complete  the  organization's  100,000*' 
home.  After  that,  he  said,  the  new  goal  is  to  complete 
another  100,000  houses  in  five  years. 

"If  s  an  exciting  challenge,"  Fuller  said,  but  with  God 
"all  things  are  possible."  Habitat,  said  Fuller,  is  "another 
way  to  proclaim  the  gospel." 

"We  have  an  open  door,  but  we  are  a  Christian 
ministry,"  he  said.  "People  have  found  Jesus  on  Habitat 
work  sites." 

Fuller  cited  the  words  of  a  woman  whose  home  was 
built  by  Habitat  volunteers:  "Is  this  what  it  means  to  be  a 
Christian — to  love  strangers?  I  want  to  be  that  kind  of 
person." 

Fuller  added:  'That's  the  kind  of  witness  we  make 
when  we  build  houses  in  the  name  of  Jesus." 

Habitat  also  is  a  reconciling  ministry,  he  noted, 
bringing  together  people  with  diverse  viewpoints  and 
backgrounds  who  don't  normally  work  together.  In 
Selma,  Ala.,  African  Americans  and  Whites  from  46 
churches  have  worked  together  on  Habitat  projects.  In 
Ireland,  Protestants  and  Catholics  unite  on  projects. 

Fuller  joked  about  seeing  former  President  Carter,  a 
Democrat,  and  former  House  Speaker  Newt  Gingrich,  a 
conservative  Republican,  working  on  the  same  drywall 
panel.  "They  became  good  friends,  and  it  embarrassed 
both  of  them,"  he  said. 


During  Carter's  1999  work  project  in  the  Philippines, 
where  more  than  14,000  people  helped  build  283  homes, 
one  woman  summed  up  the  Habitat  philosophy.  Fuller 
said.  She  said  that  what  would  mean  most  to  her  while 
living  in  the  Habitat  home  was  the  fact  that  she  had  seen 
Carter's  sweat  dripping  into  the  mortar  that  would  hold 
the  walls  together. 

"That's  the  secret,"  Fuller  said.  "If  we  are  willing  to 
put  our  sweat  into  God's  work,  then  the  miracle  occurs." 

— Jackie  Campbell 


Subcommittee  Chairs 

Faith  and  Order 

Natural  World-Nurturing  Community 
Claudia  Bloem,  Switzerland-France 

Social  Community 
Sally  Dyck,  East  Ohio 

Alcohol-Drug-Pomography-Media  Violence 
Jon  Gray,  Missouri  West 

Economic  Community 
Les  Longdon,  West  Michigan 

Political  and  World  Community 
Phil  Wogaman,  Baltimore-Washington 

Adoption  and  Parental  Responsibilities 
Gregory  McGarvey,  South  Indiana 

Public  Education-Health  Care 

Ametta  Beverly,  Western  North  Carolina 

Baptism  and  Ordination 

Les  Fowler,  Western  North  Carolina 

Faith  and  Order  Process  and  Structure; 
Roles  and  Care  of  ClergyRuth  Daugherty, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania 

The  Ministry  and  Jesus  Christ 
Greg  Stover,  West  Ohio 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

April    26,    2000 


Warm  greetings  to  all  those  gathered  in  Cleveland  for  the 
Quadrennial  General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
I  am  delighted  to  welcome  all  the  delegates  who  have  traveled 
from  across  the  country  and  around  the  world  to  participate  in 
this  important  event. 

I  deeply  appreciate  your  willingness  to  respond  to  my  call 
to  action  for  racial  justice  and  diversity  in  the  new  millennium. 
As  leaders  in  our  nation's  faith  community,  you  have  a  unique 
opportunity  --  and  responsibility  --to  help  America  address 
the  fundamental  racial  issues  that  have  divided  our  citizens 
for  too  long.   The  theme  of  your  conference,  "We  who  are  many 
are  one  body, "  reflects  your  commitment  to  this  important  goal, 
and  I  thank  each  of  you  for  taking  advantage  of  this  opportunity 
to  formulate  strategies  on  how  to  promote  racial  healing  and 
social  justice  in  America. 

I  am  convinced  that  we  will  be  an  infinitely  better  nation 
if  our  efforts  are  informed  by,  driven  by,  and  advanced  by  people 
of  faith.   I  look  forward  to  working  with  you  to  create  an  America 
that  remains  a  beacon  of  justice,  freedom,  and  equality.   Let  us 
work  for  an  America  that  is  not  driven  apart  by  differences  but 
instead  is  united  around  shared  values  and  respect  for  our  diver- 
sity.  And  let  us  work  for  One  America  in  which  every  one  of  us, 
without  regard  to  race  or  belief  or  gender  or  ethnic  background, 
can  achieve  our  dreams  and  make  our  own  unique  contributions  to 
the  life  of  our  nation. 

Best  wishes  for  a  productive  and  inspiring  conference. 


T^ua  CUuteui — 
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Judicial  Council  Decisions 


DECISION  NO.  882 

IN  RE:  Review  of  the  Rewritten  Policy  on  Sexual 
Misconduct  by  Church  Professionals  of  the  North 
Alabama  Annual  Conference. 

DIGEST 

The  Policy  on  Sexual  Misconduct  by  Church 
Professionals  of  the  North  Alabama  Annual  Conference  is 
in  compliance  on  the  condition  that  the  second  paragraph 
of  section  four  of  the  policy  be  modified  to  state,  "The 
procedures  for  reporting  and  responding  to  complaints 
shall  be  determined  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline."  Upon  notification  of  the  Judicial 
Council  that  the  North  Alabama  Conference  has  adopted 
this  modification,  the  policy  is  in  full  effect. 

STATEMENT  OF  FACTS 

The  1999  session  of  the  North  Alabama  Annual 
Conference  adopted  a  revised  "Policy  on  Sexual 
Misconduct  by  Church  Professionals  in  the  North 
Alabama  Conference"  in  response  to  Decisions  814  and 
839. 

Jurisdiction 

The  Judicial  Council  has  jurisdiction  under  Par.  2616 
of  the  1996  Discipline. 

Analysis  and  Rationale 

The  1999  session  of  the  North  Alabama  Annual 
Conference  adopted  a  revised  "Policy  on  Sexual 
Misconduct  by  Church  Professionals  in  the  North 
Alabama  Conference"  in  response  to  Decisions  814  and 
839  and  the  related  guidelines  set  forth  in  Decision  736. 

In  the  adopted  policy  the  second  paragraph  of 
section  four  states:  "The  provisions  of  Paragraph(s)  358, 
413,  and  Paragraphs  2623-2629  of  the  Book  of  Discipline 
(1996)  shall  determine  the  procedure."  The  intent  of  this 
wording  is  properly  to  affirm  compliance  with  the 
appropriate  paragraphs  of  the  Discipline  related  to  fair 
process  and  the  related  administrative  and  judicial 
procedures  on  reporting  and  responding  to  complaints. 
The  annual  conference  may  not  vote  for  or  against  a 
statement  which  constitutes  a  vote  on  whether  the 
Discipline  "...  shall  determine  the  procedures." 

Although  it  is  proper  to  cite  the  specific  paragraph 
numbers  of  the  Discipline,  to  include  specific  paragraph 


numbers  may  require  policy  revision   following  eachJ 
General  Conference  where  the  paragraph  numbers  maj 
be  changed. 

To  avoid  confusion  on  the  issues  mentioned  above! 
the  Judicial  Council  recommends  a  modification  of  the- 
second  paragraph  of  section  four  to  state,  'The' 
procedures  for  reporting  and  responding  to  complaints 
shall  be  determined  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  i' 
the  Discipline."  This  modification  brings  the  1999  revised  i 
policy  of  the  North  Alabama  Conference  in  compliance  ^ 
with  the  Discipline  and  Judicial  Council  Decisions  814, 839  • 
and  736. 

] 

Decision  , 

The    Policy    on    Sexual    Misconduct    by    Church 
Professionals  of  the  North  Alabama  Annual  Conference  is  ^ 
in  compliance  on  the  condition  that  the  second  paragraph"' 
of  section  four  of  the  policy  be  modified  to  state,  "Th#- 
procedures  for  reporting  and  responding  to  complaints 
shall  be  determined  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline."    Upon  notification  of  the  Judicial 
Council  that  the  North  Alabama  Conference  has  adopted 
this  modification,  the  policy  is  in  full  effect. 

May  1,2000 

DECISION  NO.  883 

IN  RE:  Request  from  the  Coordinating  Council  off 
the   Philippines   Central    Conference   as   to   Whether 
Delegates  to  the  Central  Conference  Must  Be  Elected  by 
a  Simple  Majority  or  May  They  Be  Elected  by  a  Simple 
Plurality. 

DIGEST 

The  Discipline  and  the  Constitution  provide  that  the 
actual  process  for  the  election  of  clergy  and  lay  delegates 
to  the  General  Conference  and  the  central  conference  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  annual  conference  as  long  as  the 
constitutionally  mandated  criteria  for  such  delegates  are 
met. 

STATEMENT  OF  FACTS 

During  the  regular  session  of  the  Central  Luzo^ 
Philippines  Annual  Conference  April  15-17,  1999,  th^ 
annual  conference  members  cast  many  ballots  in  order  to 
elect  delegates  to  the  Philippines  Central  Conference 
before  voting  to  change  the  2/3  majority  requirement  foAi 
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lection  to  first  a  simple  majority  and  then  a  simple 
■lurality. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Coordinating  Council  of  the 
'hilippines  Central  Conference  August  13,  1999,  "it  was 
cted  upon  that  the  Judicial  Council  be  requested  for  its 
eclaratory  statement  regarding"  this  election  procedure. 

Jurisdiction 

The  judicial  Council  has  jurisdiction  under  Par.  2616 
Uhe  1996  Difciplhic. 

Analysis  and  Rationale 

j  Article  111  of  the  Constitution  states  that  'The  annual 
inference  shall  elect  clergy  and  lay  delegates  to  the 
eneral  Conference  and  to  its  jurisdictional  or  central 
3nference  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  section, 
rticles  IV  and  V."  These  two  Articles  describe  the 
ualifications  for  a  clergy  and  a  lay  delegate  respectively, 
jt  neither  Article  addresses  the  manner  of  the  voting 
XKredure  for  this  election. 


In  the  matter  before  the  Judicial  Council,  the  Central 

izon  Philippine  Annual  Conference  moved  to  alter  its 

ection    procedure   on    two   occasions   at   its   annual 

"inference   session.      On   both   occasions,   appropriate 

(irliamentary    procedure    was    used    to    make    these 

^nges. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  1 996  Discipline  which  would 
^use  the  invalidation  of  the  voting  procedures  used  by 
ie  Central  Luzon  Philippines  Annual  Conference. 

Decision 

The  Discipline  and  the  Constitution  provide  that  the 
^al  process  for  the  election  of  clergy  and  lay  delegates 
General  Conference  and  the  central  conference  be 

mined  by  the  annual  conference  as  long  as  the 
Institutionally  mandated  criteria  for  such  delegates  are 
let. 

May  1,2000 

DECISION  NO.  884 

IN  RE:  Request  from  the  General  Conference 
'ommittee  on  Correlation  and  Editorial  Revision  for  a 
eclaratory  Decision  on  Petitions  Relating  to 
iragraphs  215,  222.1-5,  227.2,  231.1  and  .2  of  the  1996 
iscipline  Which  Have  Been  Declared  Unconstitutional. 


DIGEST 

All  petitions  to  the  2000  General  Conference  which 
seek  to  amend  Paragraphs  215,  222.1-5, 227.2,  231.1  and  .2 
of  the  1996  Discipline  which  have  been  declared 
unconstitutional,  are  out  of  order  and  shall  not  be 
considered  by  the  2000  General  Conference.  The  2000 
General  Conference  shall  not  re-adopt  any  paragraphs  of 
the  1996  Discipline,  which  have  been  declared 
unconstitutional,  under  Par.  4  of  the  Constitution 
including  but  not  limited  to  Pars.  215,  222.1-5,  227.2,  231.1 
and  .2  of  the  1996  Discipline.  Par.  4  of  the  Constitution 
requires  every  individual  personally  to  take  the 
appropriate  vows  to  become  a  member  of  a  local  church. 

STATEMENT  OF  FACTS 

A  number  of  petitions  seeking  to  amend  Pars.  215, 
222.1-5,  227.2,  231.1  and  .2  of  the  1996  Discipline  were 
submitted  to  the  2000  General  Conference.  The  four 
questions  raised  by  the  petitioner  are: 

1.  Since  Decision  811  restored  Paragraphs  216.4, 
222-224, 232.1  and  .2  of  the  1992  Book  of  Discipline,  can  the 
petition  submitted,  which  amend  the  language  in  the  1 996 
Book  of  Discipline,  be  received  and  acted  upon  by  the 
legislative  committee  as  they  are  presented? 

2.  If  so,  can  legislation  as  perfected  by  the  legislative 
committee  using  1996  language,  be  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  as  legislation  replacing  the  1992 
paragraphs  without  re-adopting  the  1996  language? 

3.  Would  the  effect  of  adopting  this  legislation  be  to 
replace  the  relevant  1992  paragraphs?  If  not,  would  the 
1996  legislation  have  to  be  reintroduced  (as  amended  by 
the  legislative  committee)  and  then  re-adopted  in  its 
entirely?  (sic) 

4.  To  complete  the  work  of  these  provisions  would  it 
require  separately  stating  that  it  replaces  the  1992 
language? 

Pars.  215,  222.1-5,  227.2,  231.1  and  .2  of  the  1996 
Discipline  were  declared  unconstitutional  by  the  Judicial 
Council  in  Decision  811.  Decision  811  restcJred  the 
provisions  of  the  2992  Discipline  relating  to  membership 
categories,  "preparatory  membership"  and  "full 
membership,"  including  Pars.  216.4, 222-224,  232.1  and  .2 
(2992  Discipline),  which  currently  remain  as  the  governing 
law  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Jurisdiction 

The  Judicial  Council  has  jurisdiction  under  Par.  2616 
of  the  2996  D/scip/me. 
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Analysis  and  Rationale 

The  questions  raised  by  the  committee  relate  to  the 
process  for  amendment  of  provisions  of  the  1996 
Discipline,  which  were  declared  unconstitutional  in 
Decision  811.  The  rationale  for  declaring  the  1996 
paragraphs  unconstitutional  is  set  forth  in  Decision  811. 

Paragraphs  of  the  Discipline  which  have  been 
declared  unconstitutional  cannot  be  amended;  nor  can 
paragraphs  or  language  which  have  been  declared 
unconstitutional  be  re-adopted  without  constitutional 
change.  Any  legislation  which  is  based  on  constitutional 
change  cannot  precede  the  process  of  amending  the 
Constitution. 

Paragraph  57  states: 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution  shall  be 
made  upon  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  General 
Conference  present  and  voting  and  a  two-thirds 
affirmative  vote  of  the  aggregate  number  of 
members  of  the  several  annual  conferences 
present  and  voting,  except  in  the  case  of  the  first 
and  second  Restrictive  Rules,  which  shall 
require  a  three-fourths  majority  of  all  the 
members  of  the  annual  conferences  present  and 
voting.  The  vote,  after  being  completed,  shall  be 
canvassed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  the 
amendment  voted  upon  shall  become  effective 
upon  their  announcement  of  its  having  received 
the  required  majority. 

A  constitutional  amendment  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  requires  "...  a  two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of 
the  aggregate  number  of  members  of  the  several  annual 
conferences  present  and  voting. . ."  An  amendment  shall 
become  effective  upon  the  announcement  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops.  Only  then  can  legislation  on  the  related 
amended  paragraphs  be  proposed  to  the  next  General 
Conference. 

All  petitions  to  the  2000  General  Conference  which 
seek  to  amend  Pars.  215,  222.1-5, 227.2,  231.1  and  .2  of  the 
1996  Discipline  are  out  of  order  and  shall  not  be 
considered   by    the   2000   General   Conference.      The 


submitted  petitions  address  paragraphs  of  the  1996 
Discipline,  which  were  declared  unconstitutional  by 
Decision  811. 

Further,  any  attempt  to  re-adopt  the  1996  Discipline 
language  of  the  noted  paragraphs  would  also  be  out  of 
order  for  the  reason  that  the  relevant  paragraphs  of  the 
1996  Discipline  violated  Par.  4  of  the  Constitution  and 
have  been  declared  unconstitutional.  (See  Decision  811.) 

Decision  811  states  "while  theological  changes  may 
have  taken  place  in  some  members'  understanding  of 
how  baptism  is  related  to  church  membership  and  'the 
growing  ecumenical  consensus'  assisted  the  Study 
Committee  in  their  thinking,  and  the  inclusion  of  the 
provision  that  only  professing  members  are  to  be 
included  for  statistical  purposes,  no  change  which 
abolishes  the  vow  requirement  can  be  legislated  without 
amending  the  Constitution." 

Decision  811  further  states  that  such  legislation 
violates  Par.  4  of  the  Constitution,  which  requires  every 
individual  personally  to  take  the  appropriate  vows  to 
become  a  member  of  a  local  church.  All  legislation  based 
on  the  definitions  of  "baptized  members"  and  "professing 
members"  as  set  forth  in  the  1996  Discipline  is 
unconstitutional. 

Decision 

All  petitions  to  the  2000  General  Conference  which 
seek  to  amend  Pars.  215,  222.1-5,  227.2,  231.1  and  .2  of  the 
1996  Discipline  which  have  been  declared 
unconstitutional,  are  out  of  order  and  shall  not  bt 
considered  by  the  2000  General  Conference.  The  200C 
General  Conference  shall  not  re-adopt  any  paragraphs  oli 
the  1996  Discipline,  which  have  been  declared' 
unconstitutional,  under  Par.  4  of  the  Constitutior 
including  but  not  limited  to  Pars.  215, 222.1-5, 227.2, 231.1 
and  .2  of  the  1996  Discipline.  Par.  4  of  the  Constitutior 
requires  every  individual  personally  to  take  thd 
appropriate  vows  to  become  a  member  of  a  local  church  1 

May  3, 2000 


Author  Signings  at  the  Cokesbury  Store 
Friday,  May  5 

lla.mtonoon: 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  A  Global  Odyssey 

Noon  to  1  p.m.: 

Tom  Frank,  Soul  of  the  Congregation 

Marjorie  Kimbrough,  Stories  Between  the  Testaments 

Keith  Beasley-Topliffe,  The  Upper  Room  Spiritual  Classics 
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Announcements 


•  The  General  Council  on  Ministries  is  hosting  a 
reception  for  David  Liindquist,  general  secretary, 
in  recognition  of  his  planned  fall  2CXX)  retirement. 
All  are  welcome  to  greet  Dave  and  Georgia,  his 
wife,  during  this  open  house  Sunday  from  3-5  p.m. 
in  the  Dolder  Grand  Room  at  the  Sheraton 
Cleveland  City  Centre  Hotel. 

•  The  World  Methodist  Council's  General 
Conference  luncheon  is  12:30  p.m.  Friday  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  Select,  1111  Lakeside  Ave. 

•  MARCHA's  banquet  celebrating  the  ministry  of 
the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  and  the 
initiative  Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean  is  6  p.m.  Saturday  at  the 
Sheraton  Cleveland  City  Centre  Hotel.  A  donation 
of  $30  is  suggested.  Tickets  are  available  by  calling 
(216)  696-9200,  voice  mail,  or  by  contacting  Oscar 
Garza  in  sections  54-56  in  the  public  hall.  The 
MARCHA  office  is  in  Room  615  of  the  Marriott 
Hotel. 

•  COMPUTER  VIRUS  ALERT!  Do  not  open  e-mail 
messages  labeled  "I  love  you"  or  'love  letter." 
These  messages  are  computer  viruses  that  are 
rapidly  spreading  across  the  Internet  and 
computer  networks.  The  virus  will  terminate  your 
access  to  the  Internet.  It  also  sends  itself  to  every 
address  in  e-mail  address  books.  Contact  your 
anti-virus  software  manufacturer  for  help  with  this 
problem. 

•  The  New  Jersey  Area  luncheon  will  be  held  at  12:30 
p.m.,  Wednesday,  in  the  Erie  Room  of  the  Marriott 
Hotel  at  Key  Center.  Delegates  and  visitors  from 
the  Northern  and  Southern  New  Jersey  conferences 
are  invited  to  attend.  Reservations  for  the 
$20-per-person  luncheon  must  be  made  by  noon 
Monday.  Contact  Dale  Whilden  at  seat  B-6-2  by 
phone  at  (216)696-9200,  ext.  2221,  for  more 
information. 


luncheon  must  be  made  by  2  p.m.  Friday. 
Contact  Karen  Miller  at  seat  B-15-7  or  Sam 
Hocutt  at  771-7600  for  more  information. 

•  The  North  Carolina  Conference  delegation 
dinner  with  Bishop  Marion  and  Linda 
Edwards  will  be  held  at  5:30  p.m.,  Monday,  in 
The  Grille,  lower  level  of  the  Sheraton 
Cleveland  City  Centre  Hotel.  The  cost  is  $13 
per  person.  Reservations  are  due  by  noon 
Monday.  Contact  delegation  members  Allen 
Norris  or  Becky  Balentine  at  the  Sheraton, 
771-7600. 

•  The  Pacific  Northwest  Conference  delegates 
and  visitors  are  invited  to  attend  a  dinner 
gathering  at  6  p.m.  Monday  at  Greek  Isles,  500 
W.  St.  Clair  Ave.  The  cost  is  $20.  Reservations 
are  due  Sunday  at  noon.  Contact  Jenni  Yeoh 
atseat&-ll-9. 

•  A  peaceful  demonstration  to  protest  the 
proposed  resumption  of  the  U.S.  Navy's 
live-fire  training  exercises  in  Vieques,  Puerto 
Rico,  is  slated  for  4:30  p.m.  today  at  the  U.S. 
Federal  Courthouse,  Superior  Avenue  at 
Public  Square,  Cleveland.  For  more 
information,  call  (216)631-2051,  431-5275,  or 
736-3280. 

•  Don't  miss  the  dynamic  final  presentation  of 
"A  World  View  of  United  Methodism 
Today — An  Episcopal  Spouse  Perspective," 
today  from  10:30  a.m.  until  noon  at  the 
Marriott  Hotel,  Salon  A.  Marta  BoUeter, 
Gerlinde  Minor,  Martha  Borgen  and 
Annegret  Klaiber  will  take  a  closer  look  at 
United  Methodism  in  Europe. 

•  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary's 
breakfast  will  be  held  at  7:30  a.m.,  Saturday, 
at  the  Sheraton  Hotel. 


The  Arkai\sas  Area  luncheon  will  be  held  at  12:30 
p.m.,  Monday,  in  the  Hassler  Room  at  the  Sheraton. 
Arkansas  delegates  and  friends  are  invited  to 
attend.     Reservations     for     the     $20-per-person 


The  Interjurisdictional  Committee  on 
Episcopacy  will  meet  tomorrow  night.  May 
5lh,  at  10  p.m.  in  R205A.  The  meeting  is  for 
organizational  purposes  and  will  be  short. 
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Where  in  the  Convention  Center  is  ...Brad  Motta? 
In  a  small  area  outside  the  auditorium,  cookies  in  ptzza  boxes  are  unloaded  so  they  can  be  delivered  throughout  the  convention  center.  The  "cookie  people"  hare 
worked  hard  for  several  months.  Representative  of  the  many  people  who  have  volunteered  for  this  project  are:  Joan  Wood  (chair  of  hospitality),  Vicki  Kelley,  La- 
Peters,  Ken  Price,  Alyce  Ripple,  Barb  Dillon,  Pat  Hoover,  Dave  Henke,  MaryKay  McCallum,  Jerry  McCallum,  Betty  James,  Emerson  Milner,  David  Hartong, 
Janice  Weston,  Johanna  Smith,  and  Jim  Keogh. 

Photo  by  Dewayne  &  Gennie  Lowthcr 


Who  Wants  to  be  a  Delegate? 


Imagine  a  game  show  where  prospective  General 
Conference  delegates  must  answer  a  series  of  questions. 
Here  are  some  sample  questions  and  answers: 

Who  of  the  following  persons  is  a  United  Methodist 
bishop? 

a.  Alfred  Johnson 

b.  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson 

c.  Johnson  &  Johnson 

d.  Johnson  Wax 

Which  of  the  following  will  you  find  in  your  DCA 
Delegates'  Handbook? 

a.  an  Ohio  lottery  ticket 

b.  a  coupon  for  a  free  alcoholic  beverage  at  your  hotel 

c.  the  smoking  policy  of  the  Cleveland  Convention 
Center 

d.  the  hotel  room  numbers  of  all  the  bishops 


Which  of  the  following  statements  can  you  expect 
to  hear  on  the  conference  floor? 

a.  Let's  party! 

b.  Let's  adjourn  early;  everyone  seems  to  agree  on 
everything! 

c.  1  move  that  we  send  flowers  to  each  of  the  DCA 
staff. 

d.  I  move  that  we  suspend  the  rules  to  extend  the 
length  of  this  session. 

Which  of  the  following  T-shirts  should  you  pack 
for  General  Conference? 

a.  "My  parents  went  to  General  Conference  and  all 
they  bought  me  was  this  lousy  T-shirt." 

b.  "So  many  beers,  so  little  time" 

c.  "Absolut  Conference" 

d.  "Whom  Shall  I  Send?  The  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church" 

-Brad  Motla 
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On  Saturday  May  6,  MARCHA,  the  national  Hispanic  caucus  ,  will  sponsor  a  banquet  at  the 
Sheraton  Hotel.  The  banquet  celebrates  MARCHA's  quadrennial  achievements  and  the  National 
Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry.  The  caucus,  organized  in  1971,  has  been  the  voice  for  justice  on  behalf  of 
the  Hispanic  population.  MARCHA's  goal  is  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  churched  and  unchurched 
persons.  The  banquet  will  celebrate  the  success  of  the  National  Plan  through  which  more  than  200 
Hispanic  ministries  have  been  created,  doubling  the  number  of  conference  programs  that  provide 
this  type  of  outreach.  Projections  indicate  in  50  years,  Hispanics  will  be  the  largest  population  of 
persons  of  color.  MARCHA  looks  forward  to  continued  ministry  in  the  years  ahead. 

Planning  the  banquet  are  left  to  right  (back  row):  Eduardo  Bouson,  Clara  Ivy  Soto,  Magely 
Bordon,  Victor  Perez  Silvestry,  Irving  Cotto,  Oscar  Garza,  Noemi  Perez,  Jose'  Orlando  Rivera  and 
(front  row):  Aida  Fernandez,  Awilda  Noya,  Mary  Silva,  Ester.  Photo  by  Dewayne  &  Ginnie 
Lowthar 


General  Conference  Prayer  List 

You  are  invited  to  bring  prayer  requests  to  any  Cokesbury  checkout  counter  or  bring  to 
Brad  Motta  in  the  DCA  office.  The  requests  will  be  printed  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate.  Please 
pray  for  the  following: 

•  Mary  Beth  Anderson  -  Elected  delegate  from  Illinois  Great  Rivers  Conference  who  had  to 
remain  home  for  chemotherapy 

•  Marty  and  Kristi  -  Marriage 

•  Joanne  Kirkland  -  Oklahoma  reserve  delegate  injured  in  a  serious  car  accident  just  before 
she  was  to  leave  for  General  Conference 

•  The  people  of  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico 

•  The  family  and  friends  of  Preston  Price's  father,  who  died  May  4. 
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Community  of  Faith  Must  Lead, 
SCLC  Founder  Says 

An  evening  of  folk-singing,  clapping,  and 
soul-stirring  revival  preaching  inspired  a  crowd  of  400 
social  activists  to  several  standing  ovations  during  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  banquet 
Wednesday  evening.  May  3. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lov^rery,  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  founder  and  third  president 
(1977-97),  told  attendees  "this  nation  is  .  .  .  redefining 
itself"  and  "the  community  of  faith  must  lead  in 
redefining  the  nation." 

"Nobody  expects  the  General  Conference  to  be  a 
defining  moment,  but  who  knows?"  Lowery  said.  "We 
could  ignite  creative  energy  and  set  it  loose  in  society!" 

Taking  his  texts  from  Matthew  25:31-46  and  1 
Corinthians  12,  he  identified  major  issues  in  the 
redefinition  and  urged  people  of  faith  to: 

•  get  out  of  the  valley  of  racial  foolishness  and  stop 
"majoring  in  the  minors  of  complexion"; 

•  work  for  economic  justice,  reducing  the  income 
disparity  between  "those  who  have  less  than  they 
always  need  and  those  who  have  more  than  they 
will  ever  need"; 

•  deal  with  issues  of  sexuality:  "How  can  you 
challenge  God's  power  to  use  anyone  he  calls?"; 

•  reform  the  criminal  justice  system,  which  Lowery 
called  "the  system  least  impacted  by  social  change 
because  the  1999  system  is  the  same  as  the  1909 
system." 

"Faith  and  works  go  together  [because  one]  can't 
think  of  the  Holy  Spirit  without  a  manifestation  of  the 
common  good,"  he  continued. 

Jim  and  Jean  Strathdee,  folk  singers  from 
Carmichael,  Calif.,  led  singing,  and  GBCS  General 
Secretary  Thorn  White  Wolf  Fassett  read  a  prepared 
statement.  He  said  unlike  Elian  Gonzalez,  his  father,  and 
his  Florida  relatives — all  drawn  into  the  matter  by 
circumstance — the  GBCS  Executive  Committee  entered 
by  choice. 

"This  was  not  about  communism  and  democracy," 
Fassett  said.  "It  was  about  one  father  and  one  son." 

—  Tom  Slack 


Top  Ten  Items 
Now  Being  Developed  by  Cokesbury 

10.     A  'Tin-the-Tail-on-the-Circuit-Rider's-Horse"  game 

9.       A  movable  structure  book  that  allows  people  to 
create  their  own  general  church  structvire 

8.       Mood    stoles    for    clergy    -    they    change    coloi 
depending  on  the  wearer's  mood 

7.       A  "Dress-the-Delegates  Colorforms"  kit 

6.       A  WWJD  beer-bottle  opener 

5.       A  musical  keepsake  box  from  General  Conferena 
that  plays  "Nobody  Knows  the  Trouble  I've  Seen" 

4.       A  hymnal  with  perforated  pages  so  people  cai 
carefully  remove  the  hymns  they  do  not  like. 

3.       A  red-letter  edition  of  the  DC  A  with  the  words  Jesui 
would  have  spoken  highlighted  in  red 

2.       Black  velvet  paintings  of  all  the  bishops 

1 .       A  scratch-and-sniff  Book  of  Discipline 

-Brad  MotU 

All  in  the  Family 

Discussion  of  politics  and  religion  may  b< 
discouraged  at  some  family  dinner  tables,  but  thes< 
delegates  to  General  Conference  actually  welcome  it! 

The  Rev.  Philip  R.  Granger  and  Sue  Granger,  NortI 
Indiana  Conference,  are  spouses,  as  are  Christine  Deal 
Keels  and  the  Rev.  Bernard  "Skip"  KeeU 
Baltimore-Washington  Conference.  . 

The  Rev.  Robert  "Bob"  and  Elizabeth  "Betty"  Sweet 
New  England  Conference,  have  attended  previou! 
General  Conferences.  Betty  has  been  a  delegate  at  everj 
General  Conference  since  1980,  leading  her  delegatioi 
three  times  (twice  as  a  Southern  New  Jersey  Conferena 
delegate).  Bob  was  first  elected  in  1984  and  has  been  i 
delegate  or  alternate  ever  since.  He  is  also  a  nonninee  t( 
the  Judicial  Council,  having  served  as  an  alternate  the  pas 
two  quadrenniums. 

The  Rev.  Roger  A.  Hopson,  Memphis  Conference,  i     1 
joined  by  his  wife,  Cynthia  Bond  Hopson,  as  a  delegat 
this  year. 


Not  to  be  outdone  by  his  son  Rick,  who  was  elect© 
to  General  Conference  in  1996  as  well  as  2000,  Roger  A 
Kindschi  is  a  delegate  this  year  from  the  Wisconsii 
Conference. 

Jerry  Ruth  Williams,  Missouri  East  Conference,  is  th 
first  cousin  of  Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris. 

—Tom  Burgt 
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Judicial  Council  Decision  Will  Delay  Membership  Change 


The  Judicial  Council  ruled  May  4  that  General 
Conference  cannot  act  upon  petitions  seeking  to  amend  or 
re-adopt  any  paragraphs  of  the  1996  Discipline  which  have 
been  declared  unconstitutional. 

In  1997,  the  Judicial  Council  nullified  1996  legislation 
that  would  have  implemented  the  Baptism  Study  Report 
by  making  all  baptized  persons  (including  infants) 
members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  They  would 
become  "professing  members"  and  be  counted  for 
membership  statistics  upon  confirmation.  The  Judicial 
Council  reasoned  that  since  the  Constitution  requires 
individuals  themselves  to  take  appropriate  vows  to 
become  church  members,  and  since  infants  can't  take  such 
vows,  the  1996  General  Conference  action  was 
unconstitutiorwl.  The  Judicial  Council  action  did  not 
nullify  the  baptism  paper  itself. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  (GBOD)  wanted 
General  Conference  to  begin  the  process  that  would  allow 
persons  to  become  baptized  members  at  baptism  and 
professing  members  ufx)n  taking  vows  declaring  their 


Christian  faith.    That  action  called  for  a  re-adoption  of 
sections  ruled  unconstitutional. 

The  ruling  put  GBOD  in  an  awkward  situation  in 
which  they  could  not  re-adopt  1996  legislation  without 
changing  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution  cannot  be 
amended  until  it  is  passed  by  General  Conference  and 
ratified  by  a  two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of  all  annual 
conference  members,  meeting  after  General  Conference. 
In  effect,  the  council  ruling  delayed  efforts  to  change 
membership  categories  until  the  2004  General 
Conference. 

In  an  earlier  session,  the  council  gave  conditional 
approval  to  North  Alabama  Conference's  sexual 
misconduct  policy  for  church  professionals.  The 
nine-member  group  also  approved  a  decision  by  the 
Central  Luzon  Conference,  Philippines,  to  elect  General 
Conference  delegates  by  plurality  vote. 

-  Rich  Peck 


Multicultural  Communion  Service 

A  communion  service  will  be  held  at  12:30  p.m.  on 
the  northwest  comer  of  the  mall  outside  the  convention 
center  on  the  following  dates. 

Dates  and  Celebrants 

May  5    The  Rev.  Minerva  G.  Carcano 
Rio  Grande  Conference 

May  8    Bishop  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader 
Wisconsin  Area 

May  9    Bishop  Judith  Craig 
Ohio  West  Area 

May  10  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison 
Albany  Area 

May  11  Bishop  C.  Joseph  Sprague 
Chicago  Area 
Bishop  A.  Frederick  Mutti 
Kansas  Area 

May  12  The  Rev.  Bob  Hoshibata,  the  Rev.  Sharon  Moe 
Pacific  Northwest  Conference 


G-ETS  Students  Find  Learning  Lab 
at  General  Conference 

Sixteen  students,  three  auditors,  and  two  faculty 
members  from  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
(G-ETS),  Evanston,  111.,  are  engaged  in  a  learning 
laboratory  commonly  known  as  General  Conference. 
Doris  Rudy  and  Dr.  Dick  Tholin  meet  with  the  students 
daily  either  over  lunch  with  guest  speakers  or  at  5  p.m.  to 
debrief  the  day's  experiences.  The  students  met  on 
campus  for  three  sessions  using  the  Advance  DCA  as  their 
text.  They  held  their  first  on-site  session  Monday  at 
Cleveland  State  University,  where  most  of  them  are 
staying.  Each  student  is  assigned  to  a  legislative 
committee.  One  seminarian,  Jana  M.  Bennett,  is  a  delegate 
from  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  and  a  subcommittee 
chair.  The  students  get  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the 
church's  polity,  history,  and  worship.  They  are  required 
to  keep  a  journal  and  give  reports  when  they  return  to 
campus.  The  students  will  receive  one  full  unit  of 
academic  credit  for  this  elective  course. 

G-ETS  was  the  first  seminary  to  offer  a  General 
Conference  seminar.  Dr.  Al  Lindgren,  who  once  served  on 
the  Judicial  Council,  inaugurated  the  program  in  1968. 

—Patty  Meyers 
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Reports  of  Legislative  Committees 


Church  and  Society— (5/4/00  5:30  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  To  oppose  food  and  medicine  blockades; 

•  Requiring  recycling  and  use  of  recycled  products; 

•  Supporting  higher  quality  of  life  for  all  of  God's 
creation; 

•  Supporting  the  UMC  land  church  government 
relations; 

•  Supporting  health  for  all  for  2000; 

•  On  school  busing; 

•  Concerning  the  KKK  and  other  hate  groups; 

•  On  the  closing  of  military  installations; 

•  Concerning  justice  for  the  Rev.  Alex  Award; 

•  Relating  to  domestic  surveillance; 

•  On  police  firearms  policy; 

•  On  African  American  farmers; 

•  On  the  right  to  organize  and  bargain  collectively; 

•  Regarding  investment  ethics; 

•  On  the  rights  of  farm  v^rorkers  in  the  U.S.; 

•  On  Project  Equahty; 

•  On  the  rights  of  v^orkers; 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Forbidding  the  GBCS  from  taking  any  action; 

•  Stating  the  UMC  position  on  guns  as 
inappropriate. 

-Gretchen  Hakola  and  Paul  Widicus 

Conferences — (5/4/00  4  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Using  "professing"  to  clarify  membership  in  the 
calculation  of  numbers  for  General  Conference 
delegates; 

•  Adding  the  w^ord  "professing"  to  clarify  other 
membership  issues; 


•  Replacing  "ordained  minister"  v^rith  "clergy 
member"  to  allow  all  to  petition  General 
Conference;  , 

•  Concerning  the  committee  on  disability  concerns, 
which  shall  be  an  advocate  for  persons  with 
disabilities;  A 

The  committee  recommend  concurrence  with 
amendments: 

•  On  meetings  scheduled  .  .  .  people  with 
disabilities,  even  if  this  means  scheduling 
meetings  outside  church,  related  facilities. 

-Dean  Snyder  and  Wally  Athey 

Discipleship— (5/4/00  3:45  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Changing  the  name  of  NYMO  (National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization)  to  United  Methodist 
Youth  Organization; 

•  Changing  the  purpose,  mission  and  structure  and 
organization  of  NYMO  as  contained  in  paragraphs 
1202, 1204, 1205, 1207  andl210; 

•  Changing  the  election  processes  for  membership 
to  NYMO  Steering  Committee  to  be  more 
inclusive  of  racial,  ethnic  and  minority  youth  for 
paragraph  1207. 

•  Requesting  the  General  Conference  to  work  with  i 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  toward  1 
establishing  a  unified  date  for  Easter; 

•  Supporting  Chrysalis,  the  Walk  to  Emmaus, , 
Concern  for  the  Abuse  of  Older  Adults  and  I 
Inclusive  Language  and  Ministry  to  people  of  all  1 
ages; 

•  Requesting  General  Conference  to  organize 
comprehensive  and  interpretative  study  on  tb 
theology  and  practice  of  Holy  Communion  in  thi 
United  Methodist  Church  to  be  reported  to  thI 
2004  General  Conference. 

The  committee  did  not  consider  any  legislatioa 
addressing  baptism  and  its  related  concerns  because  it  is 
awaiting  an  appeal  on  a  Judicial  Council  ruling. 

-Frank  Estrada  and  Linda  Green- 
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Faith  and  Order— <5/4/00  5:50  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 


> 


•  Adding  a  new  Paragraph  66S  to  the  Social 
Principles  that  calls  for  all  persons  with  HIV  and 
AIDS  to  be  treated  with  dignity  and  respect; 
encourages  church  to  minister  with  victims  and 
families  regardless  of  how  the  disease  was 
contracted;  urges  church  to  be  actively  involved  in 
prevention  of  spread  of  AIDS; 

•  Urging  the  church  to  work  with  other  civic  groups 
to  make  the  Internet  safe,  especially  for  children; 

•  Adding  subparagraph  after  66N  of  the  Social 
Principles  supporting  sustainable  agriculture  and 
promote  a  livelihood  for  people  who  work  the 
land; 

•  Amending  66D  to  change  its  title  to  "Rights  of 
Young  People"; 

•  Adding  language  to  Paragraph  66A  that  affirms 
equal  access  to  financial  opportunities  for 
members  of  racial  ethnic  groups; 

•  Adding  "emotional  abuse"  to  list  in  Paragraph 
66C  of  things  from  which  children  need 
protection; 

•  Affirming  that  people  with  disabilities  have  a 
rightful  place  in  society; 

•  Adding  to  Paragraph  66A  a  recognition  that  white 
people  around  the  world  "are  unfairly  granted 
privileges  and  benefits  that  are  denied  to  persons 
of  color." 


The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

^»  On  equal  rights  regardless  of  social  or  economic 
class; 

•  Regarding  children's  environmental  protection; 

•  Requiring  UM  seminaries  to  comply  with 
Americans  with  Disabihties  Act  by  2011  with  no 
exceptions; 

•  Deleting  Paragraph  66  from  Social  Principles. 

-Erik  Alsgaard  and  Ann  Whiting 

Financial  Administration — (5/4/00) 

•  The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Creating  a  new  fund  to  supplement  the  pensions 
of  lower  paid  clergy; 


•  To  a  plan  to  base  minimum  clergy  pension  benefits 
on  the  average  clergy  compensation  rate; 

•  To  a  plan  to  add  a  new  subparagraph  to  Paragraph 
806.13  that  would  cut  funding  to  any  agency, 
commission,  board,  committee,  council  or  task 
force  that  takes  a  stand  on  abortion  and  make  the 
General  Board  on  Finance  and  Administration 
responsible  for  enforcing  the  amendment; 

•  Deleting  the  portion  of  Paragraph  806.2  that  gives 
GCFA  the  power  to  enforce  a  prohibition  against 
funding  going  to  boards,  councils,  agencies, 
committees,  commissions  or  groups  that  promote 
the  acceptance  of  homosexuality; 

•  Requiring  conference  directors  of  communications 
to  be  non-voting  members  of  conference  council 
on  finance  and  administration; 

•  Including  more  inclusive  language  for  the 
church's  discrimination  policy; 

•  Deleting  all  of  Paragraph  81 1 .5; 

•  Allowing  a  charge  or  local  church  to  increase  or 
decrease  apportionments. 

The  committee  referred  petitions: 

•  Changing  provisions  of  supplement  one  of  the 
MPP  to  the  General  Board  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits; 

•  Creating  a  new  benefits  trust  to  GPHB. 

-Davie  Burgdorfand  Tom  Burger 
General/Judicial  Administration — (5/4/00) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Printing  the  Judicial  Council  docket  and  decisions 
in  Neufscope  and  the  denomination's  official  Web 
site,  umc.org,  as  well  as  in  Interpreter. 

-Garlinda  Burton  and  Cathy  Farmer 

Global  Ministries— (5/4/00) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Extending  provisions  for  the  relationship  with  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico; 

•  Supporting  the  International  Day  of  Prayer  for 
Persecuted  Christians; 

•  Calling  for  peace,  justice  and  the  reunification  of 
Korea; 

•  Banning  the  use  of  child  soldiers; 
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•  Supporting  the  rights  of  farm  workers  in  the 
United  States; 

•  CalHng  for  the  hfting  of  economic  sanctions 
against  Iraq; 

•  Upholding  human  rights  for  religious  minorities 
in  India. 

-  Linda  Bloom  and  Cheiyl  Edwards 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry — (5/4/00  5  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Authorizing  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  (GBHEM)  to  raise  $300 
million  in  endowment  funds  for  the  1 1  historically 
Black  colleges  and  universities  related  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church; 

•  Challenging  local  churches  to  study  the  revised 
edition  of  Education:  The  Gift  of  Hope; 

•  Including  persons  with  disabilities  in  the  Course 
of  Study; 

•  Affirming  the  longstanding  and  faithful  ministry 
of  higher  education  in  United  Methodist-related 
women's  colleges  and  the  study  of  their 
contributions  and  report  to  the  church; 

•  Defining  the  nature  of  commissioning  and  of 
probationary  service  of  commissioned  ministers; 

•  Defining  a  pastor  as  an  ordained  elder, 
probationary  deacon,  or  licensed  person; 

•  Providing  for  incapacity  leave  resulting  from 
health  matters  and  disabling  conditions  with  the 
request  that  the  terms  "incapacity"  and 
"disabling"  be  defined; 

•  Adding  "failure  of  persons  in  extension  ministries 
to  report  for  two  consecutive  years"  may  result  in 
honorable  location; 

•  Readmitting  clergy  to  probationary  membership 
as  long  as  they  have  served  three  years  of 
probation  prior  to  ordination; 

•  Amending  Petitions  30741  and  30743  by  removing 
the  words  "especially  members  of  Churches  of 
Christ  Uniting"  from  the  last  sentence; 

•  Requiring  a  willingness  of  clergy  to  relate 
themselves  to  all  regardless  of  ethnicity,  gender, 
orientation,  age,  and  economic  condition. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 


•  Requiring  deacons  and  elders  to  commit  to  fidelity 
in  "all  covenant  relationships"; 

•  Requiring  both  elders  and  deacons  to  sign  a 
statement  affirming  that  homosexuality  is  not 
God's  perfect  will; 

•  Asking  every  United  Methodist  official  if  they  wi 
uphold  all  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Bible; 

•  Removing  the  requirement  of  clergy  to  secur 
permission  to  engage  an  evangelist. 

-Duane  Ewers  andTerri  Hier 

Independent  Commissions — (5/4/00  5  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Supporting  funding  for  the  "Igniting  Ministry 
campaign; 

•  Implementing  the  "Igniting  Ministry"  campaign 
with  an  amendment  calling  for  all  symbols  used  in 
the  camping  to  be  reflective  of  the  diversity  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church; 

•  Revising  language  concerning  the  election  of  1 
jurisdictional  members  of  the  General  ' 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men; 

•  Adopting  new  language  for  the  purpose,  program 
and  resource  delivery  systems  of  the  General  J 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men; 

•  Establishing  the  General  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Men  beyond  temporary  status  in 
funding  legislation; 

•  Adding  the  district  lay  leader  and  the  district  j 
superintendent  to  the  district  committee  on  United 
Methodist  Men; 

•  Revising     the     language     of     the     Conference 
constitution  for  United  Methodist  Men  to  add  the  <■ 
Conference     lay     leader     to     the     Conference  < 
committee  and  to  clarify  that  all  men  in  local 
churches  within  the  bounds  of  the  Conference  and  j 
all  clergy  are  members; 

•  Making    United    Brethren    founding    sites    in 
Maryland  an  official  heritage  landmark  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church; 

•  Nominating  buildings,  locations  and  structures  | 
for  classification  as  historic  or  heritage  landmarks;  i 

•  Calling  the  general  church,  annual  conferences, 
districts,  local  churches  and  individuals  to 
increase  hate  crimes  in  church  and  society; 


•  Broadening  the  definition  of  racial  harassment; 


I 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  4 


1805 


•  Replacing  language  in  The  Book  of  Resolutions 
concerning  sexual  ethics  within  ministerial 
relationships  within  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  to  expand  the  definition  of  those  in 
ministerial  relationships; 

•  Adopting  "Goals  and  Recommendations  for  Full 
Participation  of  All  Women"  to  replace  current 
language  in  The  Book  of  Resolutions  concerning 
"Goals  and  Recommendations"  and  "Equal  Rights 
of  Women"; 

•  Working  toward  unity  and  greater  understanding 
within  The  United  Methodist  Church; 

•  Moving  the  reference  to  the  liaison  role  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  a  more  appropriate  place  in 
The  Book  of  Discipline; 

•  Continuing  membership  in  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

rhe     committee     recommended     concurrence     with 
imendments: 

•  Encouraging  that  all  videos  produced  by  general 
church  agencies,  committees  or  authorized  task 
forces  include  closed  captioning; 

•  Including  an  independent  monitoring  unit,  such 
as  a  commission  or  committee  on  religion  and 
race,  at  every  level  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  eliminate  racism. 

rhe  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Increasing  the  membership  of  the  General  Council 
on  United  Methodist  Men  to  29  (non-concurrence 
in  support  of  another  petition  calling  for  a  greater 
increase  in  membership); 

•  Having  The  United  Methodist  Church  be  a 
member  of  and  provide  financial  support  for  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  only  if  classical 
Christianity  is  upheld. 

-  Andy  Ellis  and  Kathy  Noble 

Local  Church— (5/4/00) 

rhe  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Reordering  the  explanation  of  the  process  of 
making  disciples; 


•  Affirming  support  of  persons  regardless  of  race, 
ethnic  origin  or  disability  for  all  ministries; 

•  Educating  the  church  community  on  the  value  of 
diversity  in  the  selection  of  clergy  and  lay  staff; 

•  Strengthening  the  requirements  for  the 
responsible  handling  and  reporting  of  offerings; 

•  Encouraging  the  development  of  an  accessibility 
plan  which  includes  chancel  areas  in  each  church 
which  plans  remodeling; 

•  Requiring  the  pastor  must  be  elected  to  be  a  voting 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees; 

•  Encouraging  conferences  to  provide  salary 
increments  and  training  support  for  pastors  who 
serve  continuously  in  small  membership  churches 
or  town  and  country  settings; 

•  Removing  the  requirement  to  hold  an  annual 
confirmation  class. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Changing  the  minimum  time  from  two  years  to 
one  year  for  the  removal  of  a  name  from  the 
membership  roll; 

•  Excluding  all  fornicators,  adulterers  and 
homosexuals  from  the  UMC; 

•  Requiring  the  notification  of  non-appointed 
employees  of  a  meeting  at  which  their 
employment  is  to  be  discussed; 

•  Requiring  the  written  consent  of  the  pastor,  bishop 
and  three-quarters  of  the  cabinet  in  order  to 
mortgage  church  property; 

•  Allowing  local  churches  to  move  to  a  different 
denomination; 

•  Allowing  for  affiliate  or  associate  membership 
when  no  significant  distance  is  involved. 

The  committee  agreed  not  to  handle  the  petitions  relating 
to  disciplinary  paragraphs  that  had  been  ruled 
unconstitutional  by  the  Judicial  Council. 

-  Tom  Slack  and  Charlene  Bailey 


Correcrion 

DCA,  p.  1783,  column  3.  BISHOP  SHARON 
CHRISTOPHER  BROWN,  should  be  BISHOP 
SHARON  BROWN  CHRISTOPHER. 
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Increased  Number  of  Interpreters 
Solves  Dilemma 

A  group  of  Central  Conference  delegates  from  Africa 
responded  with  righteous  indignation  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Church  and  Society  May 
3.  They  discovered  they  had  been  forced  to  choose 
between  serving  in  their  assigned  committee  of  choice 
without  an  interpreter  or  to  have  interpreter  services  in  a 
committee  in  which  they  had  neither  voice  nor  vote.  After 
a  flurry  of  activity  it  was  announced  Thursday  evening 
that  more  than  70  interpreters  (double  those  previously 
available)  now  covered  every  legislative  committee. 

These  delegates  traveled  thousands  of  miles  to  attend 
General  Conference.  They  came  ready  to  participate  in 
legislative  committees  and  general  plenary  sessions  only  to 
be  frustrated  by  a  lack  of  interpreters.  Some  wanted  to 
speak  on  resolutions  on  human  sexuality  and  abortion,  but 
those  resolutions  had  been  transferred  to  Faith  and  Order, 
a  committee  with  no  French  or  Swahili  interpreter. 

They  asked  for  the  right  to  speak  and  vote  in  the 
legislative  committee;  however.  General  Conference  rules 
denied  them  that  right.  After  several  attempts  to  resolve 
the  issue.  Church  and  Society  responded  Wednesday 
evening  by  voting  to  suspend  all  actions  of  its  legislative 
committee  until  the  issue  was  resolved. 

The  Rev.  Terri  Rae  Chattin,  legislative  committee 
chairs  and  Baltimore-Washington  delegate,  said,  "Church 
and  Society  sees  this  as  a  justice  issue.  It  sends  a  message 
to  the  General  Conference  about  full  and  equal 
participation.  If  we  are  a  truly  global  church,  all  delegates 
should  have  a  vote.  This  is  an  issue  the  whole  General 
Conference  must  address." 

Randy  Nugent,  general  secretary.  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  explained  that  at  the  request  of  the 
General  Commission  on  General  Conference,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  provides  interpretation 
services  for  General  Conference.  The  budget,  languages 
and  number  of  interpreters  is  decided  in  advance  by  the 
General  Commission  on  General  Conference. 

An  amendment  to  Chattin's  motion  said  the  General 
Conference  would  "immediately"  act  to  remedy  this 
situation.  The  motion,  as  amended,  was  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  on  a  vote  of  91.6  percent. 

The  cost  to  General  Conference  for  these  last-minute 
changes  is  estimated  at  $95,000,  said  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  Thursday  evening.  All 
persons  and  groups  involved  said  they  are  committed  to 
full  participation  of  all  elected  delegates  and  will  strive  to 
provide  enough  interpreters  for  this  and  future  General 
Conferences. 


Research  Explores  Impact  of  Worship, 
Values  that  Influence  Decision-making 
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United  Methodism's  General  Conference  has  been 
described  as  "part  class  reunion,  part  political  convention, 
part  county  fair,  and  part  revival  meeting." 


Two  General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
research  projects  currently  under  way  will  focus 
additionally  on  the  impact  of  worship  on  the  deliberations 
of  General  Conference  and  the  values  that  influence  th 
decision-making  process. 
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Fifty-four  alternate  delegates  are  recording  their 
thoughts  and  observations  on  all  worship  services, 
according  to  Maxine  Clarke  Beach,  GCOM  associate 
general  secretary.  "They  will  look  at  the  images  in 
worship  as  well  as  the  style  and  variety  of  worship  during 
the  Cleveland  conference,"  she  said. 

"From  our  study,  we  hope  to  understand  the  impact 
that  the  worship  services  have  on  a  delegate's  thinking  on 
issues,"  said  research  team  leader  Linda  Clark  of  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology.  On  Sunday,  May 
7,  focus  groups  will  discuss  their  perceptions  of  worship 
through  the  first  week.  The  researchers  will  follow  up 
with  the  alternate  delegates  by  telephone  at  the  end  of 
General  Conference.  Their  observations  will  be  recorded 
in  a  70-page  journal. 

Regarding  the  research  on  the  values  that  guide 
committee  deliberations,  Craig  Carroll,  the  primary 
researcher,  says  they  are  trying  to  learn:  "To  what  do 
delegates  make  appeals  when  they  are  deliberating — is  it 
history,  tradition,  the  Bible,  contemporary  culture?" 
Researchers  will  seek  to  discover  what  makes  up  thd 
values  and  beliefs  of  the  delegates  when  they  makei 
decisions  on  behalf  of  and  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Assisting  Carroll,  a  doctoral  candidate  at  thei 
University  of  Texas  in  Austin,  are  four  Ph.D.  candidates: 
David  Brandon,  Rebecca  Heino,  Patricia  Kennedy  and  Joy 
K.  Turnheim.  Researchers  assisting  Clark  are  Marianne' 
Niesen,  Jean  Miller-Schmidt,  Craig  This  and  Margaret' 
Wiborg. 

The  two  research  projects  are  sponsored  by  the 
Inter-Agency  Research  Task  Force  established  and 
funded  by  the  GCOM  Office  of  Research. 

—Bill  Quick 


-Paul  Widicus  and  Grelchen  Hakola 
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Sunday  Worship  Opportunities 


You  are  invited  to  worship  at  any  of  the  area  churches  this  Sunday,  May  7. 
Many  will  have  guest  preachers  in  their  pulpits. 
Special  thanks  to  the  Rev.  David  Wilcox  of  Hudson  United  Methodist  Church  for  providing  this  information. 


•  Dr.   Phillip   Wogamon,   Westlake   UMC,   27650 
Center  Ridge  Road,  Westlake,  Ohio  (440)  871-3088 

•  Bishop  Peter  D.  Weaver,  Pearl  Road  UMC,  4200 
Pearl  Road,  Cleveland,  Ohio  (216)  661-5642 


•  Dr.  June  P.  Goldman,    Strongsville  UMC,  13354 
Pearl  Road,  Strongsville,  Ohio  (440)  238-6135 

•  Dr.  Richard  Jones,  Hannibal-Clarington  Parish,  SR 
7,  Sardis,  Ohio  (740)  483-1749 


•  Bishop  Michael  J.  Coyner,  Canal  Fulton  UMC,  363 
W.  Cherry  St.,  Canal  Fulton,  Ohio  (330)  854-3573 

•  Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  Calvary  UMC,  16305 
Hilhard  Road,  Lakewood,  Ohio  (216)  221-4324 


•  The  Rev.  Philip  R.  Granger,  Grace  UMC,  13406  W. 
Lake  Road,  Vermilion,  Ohio  (440)  967-5206 

•  Tyson  Ferguson,  Cove  UMC,  2501   Lake  Ave., 
Lakewood,  Ohio  (216)  521-7424 


•  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  Epworth-Euclid  UMC, 
1919  E.  107th  St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio  (216)  421-1200 


The  Rev.  Randall  F.  Flanagan,  First  UMC,  263  E. 
Mill  St.,  Akron,  Ohio  (330)  376-8143 


•  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Union  Avenue  UMC, 
1843  S.  Union  Ave.,  Alliance,  Ohio  (330)  823-9270 

•  The  Rev.  Jane  Allen  Middleton,  Church  of  the 
Saviour,  120  Cleveland  Ave.,  Canton,  Ohio  (330) 
455-1053 

•  Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor,  Thobum  UMC,  101  N. 
Market  St.,  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio  (740)  695-0770 


•  Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes,  Pleasant  Hills  UMC,  13200 
E.  Bagley  Road,  Milleburg  Heights,  Ohio  (440) 
845-1244 

•  The  Rev.  Ida  E.  Easley,  Trinity  UMC,  755  Howe 
Ave.,  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio  (330)  929-7602 

•  Dr.  Bernard  Keels,  Chardon  UMC,  515  North  St., 
Chardon,  Ohio  (440)  285-5417 


•  Bishop  John  L.  Hopkins,  Park  UMC,  31  Park  St., 
Madison,  Ohio  (440)  428-1687 

•  Bishop  Paul  L.  A.  Granadosin,  Centenary  UMC,  40 
E.  Market  St.,  East  Palestine,  Ohio  (330)  426-2629 


•  Dr.  Jaime   Potter-Miller,   Trinity   UMC,   214   E. 
Jefferson  St.,  Sandusky,  Ohio  (419)  625-8669 

•  The  Rev.  Beverly  L.  Wilkes,  Grace  UMC,  385  E. 
William  St.,  Delaware,  Ohio  (740)  363-2092 


•  The  Rev.  D.  Max  Whitfield,  Christ  UMC,  3625  W. 
138th  St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio  (216)  671-2600 


•  The  Rev.  Frank  Alegria,  New  London  UMC,  58  E. 
Main  St.,  New  London,  Ohio  (419)  929-4631 


•  Dan  Henry,  Old  Stone  UMC,  553  S.  Main  St., 
Amherst,  Ohio  (440)  988-4203 

•  The  Rev.  Chester  R.  Jones,  Wedgewood  UMC, 
2350  Wedgwood  Drive,  Akron,  Ohio  (330) 
733-8707 

•  Andrew  C.  Pearson,  Pleasant  Grove  UMC,  73545 
Pleasant  Grove  Dillonvale,  Ohio  (740)  546-4466 

•  The  Rev.  Bruce  D.  Tuttle,  Bay  UMC,  29931  Lake 
Road,  Bay  Village,  Ohio  (440)  871-2082 

•  The  Rev.  David  A.  Tinoco,  East  Sparta  UMC,  2041 
Pine  St.  S.E.,  East  Sparta,  Ohio  (330)  866-3341 


•  Jean  E.  Edmister,  Mahoning  Avenue  UMC,  2214 
Mahoning  Ave.,  Youngstown,  Ohio  (330)  799-5318 

•  The  Rev.  Robert  K.  Freeman,  First  UMC,  283 
Buffalo  St.,  Conneaut,  Ohio  (440)  593-2525 

•  The  Rev.  Aaron  Gray,  Moore  Memorial  UMC,  185 
Third  St.  N.W.,  Barberton,  Ohio  (330)  745-4635 

•  The  Rev.  Timothy  Riss,  Simpson  UMC,  4900 
Middlebranch  N.E.,  Canton,  Ohio  (330)  492-1632 

•  The  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Griffith,  South 
Euclid-Hillcrest  UMC,  1534  S.  Green  Road,  South 
Euclid,  Ohio  (216)  381-2953 
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Sermon  by  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore, 

Resident  Bishop,  Pittsburgh  Area 
May  5.  2000 


God  is  good — 

All  the  time. 

All  the  time — 

God  is  good. 

That's  why  the  psalmist  who  wrote  the  fifty-first  psalm 
could  pour  out  his  soul,  and  that  is  precisely  why  we  can  ap- 
proach God  at  any  time. 

I  come  at  this  particular  time  in  the  history  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  confession  with  a  heavy  heart  for  our 
disunity  and  pain.  And  yet  there  is  hope,  for  in  confession 
there  is,  first,  the  mercy  of  God.  At  the  beginning  of  that 
psalm  the  psalmist  cries  out,  "Have  mercy  on  me,  O  God,  ac- 
cording to  your  steadfast  love;  according  to  your  abundant 
mercy."  The  reality  of  God's  steadfast  love  is  more  funda- 
mental than  the  reality  of  human  sinfulness. 

First,  we  acknowledge  the  source  of  our  salvation,  the 
center  of  our  life.  The  cry  for  mercy  and  forgiveness  comes 
only  because  of  standing  in  the  presence  of  this  God  of  stead- 
fast love  and  abundant  mercy.  An  affirmation  of  God's  pres- 
ence and  the  divine  nature  of  inviting  and  welcoming  love  is 
the  first  step  into  grace. 

Recently,  I  was  given  a  plaque  that  is  inscribed  "Bidden 
or  not  bidden,  God  is  present."  1  placed  this  in  my  study 
along  with  a  branch  of  thorns  from  the  Holy  Land,  reminding 
me  that  in  the  anguished  cry,  "My  God,  my  God,  why  have 
you  forsaken  me?",  even  in  the  midst  of  whatever  throws  me 
into  an  abyss  of  loneliness,  God  is  present,  caring,  and  call- 
ing. 

Clinton  McCann,  who  writes  in  the  The  New  Interpreter's 
Bible,  comments,  "While  sin  is  inevitable  and  pervasive  in  the 
human  situation,  it  is  not  ultimately  the  determining  real- 
ity." And  what  hope  that  brings  to  us  while  we  grope  our  way 
toward  faithfulness  and  toward  unity!  The  cross  is  the  deter- 
mining reality.  It  is  because  of  the  cross  that  we  know  God  as 
a  pardoning  God.  How  often  have  we  sung  as  we  have  gath- 
ered at  the  Eucharist:  "O  Lamb  of  God,  that  takest  away  the 
sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  on  us,  have  mercy  on  us"?  And 
in  awe  and  in  mystery,  as  we  gather  around  the  table,  we  cel- 
ebrate God's  presence  and  God's  pardon.  "The  body  of 
Christ,  given  for  you.  The  blood  of  Christ,  given  for  you." 
You  know,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  most  joyful  part  and  the 
central  part  of  our  liturgy  is  the  assurance  of  pardon:  'In  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  you  are  forgiven.'  Why  is  it  that  we 
don't  shout  then  glory  to  God,  "Hallelujah"?  We  can  confess 


because  we  come  before  a  pardoning  God.  And  so,  O  merci- 
ful  God,  have  mercy  on  us  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

There  is  such  brokenness  in  the  world  and  in  the  body  of 
Christ.  I  can  hardly  believe  at  times  when  I  look  inside  myself 
that  I  find  that  I  am  more  concerned  about  differences  in  the 
church  than  I  am  about  the  fractured  world  in  which  we  live. 
Where  are  my  energies  spent,  where  Jesus  spent  his 
time — healing,  blessing,  pointing  the  way  to  God's  powerful 
love  and  transforming  love?  Hardly.  O  God,  I'm  guilty  of  an 
insidious  indifference  to  God's  many,  God's  many  in  the 
world  who  are  hurting  and  many  who  don't  look  like  me  or 
who  place  demands  on  me  which  I  wish  would  go  away.  I 
have  this  comfort  with  the  many,  and  I  waiver  so  often  be- 
tween responses  of  cowardly  silence  and  arrogant  rhetoric. 
When  difference  overwhelms  me,  I  find  myself  at  times  not 
talking.  I  listen  to  my  thoughts,  my  rationale.  And  then,  there 
are  other  times  when  I  talk  having  not  listened.  I  don't  listen 
because  I  don't  want  to  hear.  1  prejudge  and  I  act  as  if  I  have 
nothing  to  learn  from  my  brother  or  sister.  I  have  to  confess 
that  at  times  I've  become  more  enamored  by  my  enlighten- 
ment training,  which  created  a  critical  spirit,  making  me 
more  analytical  and  skeptical  than  welcoming  and  adven- 
turesome, expecting  some  new  beautiful  serendipity  in  your 
world,  O  God,  that  will  bring  a  wonderful  addition  to  my  life. 

So  create  in  me,  O  God,  a  clean  heart,  washed  and  ready 
for  your  salvation.  Renew  a  right  mind  in  me  so  that  I  can 
welcome  you  in  others.  Let  me  behold  the  sacramental  mo- 
ment of  your  presence  in  the  other.  And  let  me  hear  the  hymn 
of  gladness,  yea,  even  the  birth  pang  song  of  something  new 
being  born  in  my  heart  and  my  being  because  you  are  there. 

Help  me  to  participate  in  the  twenty-first-century  drama 
of  the  body  being  broken  and  the  blood  being  shed  in  the 
cries  of  the  silent,  gasping  for  breath  and  life.  O  God,  you  are 
in  all  of  the  yearning  cries  and  even  in  the  angry  shouts  call- 
ing for  deliverance  from  addiction  and  from  oppression. 
You,  whose  nature  is  to  create  and  recreate  and  restore  and 
rehabilitate,  restore  unto  us,  O  God,  the  joy  of  your  salvation. 

For  too  long,  in  many  conversations,  it  seems  to  me,  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  we  have  been  hanging  our 
harps  on  the  willows  and  acting  as  if  we  cannot  sing  the  songs 
of  Zion.  Eugene  Peterson,  in  his  moving  rendention  of  the 
fifty-first  psalm,  writes,  "Tune  me  into  foot-tapping  songs. 
Set  these  once  broken  bones  to  dancing.  God,  make  a  fresh 
start  in  me  and  shape  a  Genesis  weep  from  the  chaos  in  my 
life."  Let  us  pray  together  that  God  will  shape  a  Genesis  weep 
during  this  time  in  Cleveland  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 
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In  the  message  in  that  vision  of  the  risen  Christ  to  the 
hurch  at  Ephesus,  there  appears  there  to  be  a  dynamic  kind 
III  dialectic  between  exclusive  commitment  to  God's  values 
and  inclusive  love.  That's  our  dilemma  in  the  church  today. 
How  do  we  discover  the  right  balance?  On  the  one  hand,  the 
church  at  Ephesus  is  affirmed  for  the  strength  of  conviction. 
"I  know  that  you  cannot  tolerate  evil  doers."  On  the  other 
hand,  the  church  is  admonished,  "But  I  have  this  against  you, 
that  you  have  abandoned  the  love  that  you  had  at  first,"  that 
is,  the  love  of  Christ  and  the  love  for  God's  children  in  the 
world .  On  the  one  hand,  there  is  judgment  and  a  call  to  repen- 
tance. "Remember  then  from  what  you  have  fallen  and  re- 
pent." On  the  other  hand,  keep  your  faithful  commitment.  "I 
know  that  you  have  not  grown  weary."  Is  it  pwssible  for  us  to 
move  toward  a  Hegelian  dialectic  in  which  the  thesis  and  the 
antithesis  come  to  some  resolution  in  a  synthesis?  Do  both 
parts  of  that  dialectic  contain  truths?  And  what  are  the  truths 
that  are  contained  therein?  Or  is  there  a  more  transcendent 
truth  which  can  bring  about  the  unity  of  the  body  of  Christ? 
We  need  to  be  open  to  this  quest  to  rediscover  the  first  love 
that  can  pull  us  together.  The  rallying  cry  of  hopie  for  the  Ger- 
man Confessing  Christians  in  1 934  is  in  the  First  Article  of  the 
Barman  Declaration.  "Je«^us  Christ  is  the  one  word  we  have 
to  hear  and  obey  both  in  life  and  in  death."  One  of  the  grow- 
ing barriers  to  this  central  truth,  and  also,  1  believe,  to  the 
foundation  for  evanglism  in  today's  society,  is  the  elevation 
of  tolerance,  especially  in  the  American  society,  to  the  peak  of 
important  values.  Can  we  now  speak  about  the  uniqueness 
and  the  all-sufficiency  of  Jesus  Christ?  For  some  reason,  our 
culture  has  tried  to  take  away  the  real  importance  of  toler- 
ance by  giving  it  a  definition  which  implies  that  there  is  no 
room  for  beliefs  and  convictions  and  understanding  of  truth. 
But  tolerance  is  the  acknowledgment  of  other  viewpoints 
and  the  right  of  persons  to  hold  alternative  values.  However, 
tolerance  does  not  mean  the  acceptance  of  those  views.  And 
indeed,  tolerance  is  important,  but  it  never  means  that  we 
give  up  on  our  own  convictions.  Agape,  loving  concern  for 
God's  children  in  the  world,  transcends  and  also  deepens  the 
meaning  of  tolerance.  To  be  sure,  we  dare  not  denigrate  the 
value  of  another  person.  We  are  always  called  to  lift  up  those 
around  us.  And  yet,  our  deepest  understanding  of  God's 
grace  is  in  Jesus  Christ.  And  our  experience  of  abundant  life 
now  and  of  eternal  life — that  lies  in  the  reality  of  Jesus  Christ. 
And  what  about,  then,  the  abundant  life  and  the  eternal  des- 
tiny of  our  neighbors  in  the  world?  John  Wesley  has  re- 
minded us,  "You  have  nothing  to  do  but  save  souls. 
Therefore,  spend  and  be  sf>ent  in  this  task.  Bring  sinners  to 
repentance.  Do  all  in  your  power  to  build  them  up  in  holi- 
ness." Again  and  again,  the  circuit  riders  recorded  in  their 
journals,  "One  more  soul  saved."  We  dare  not  allow  any  lim- 
iting definitions  of  tolerance  to  sandpap>er  the  cutting  edge  of 
evangelism. 

We  want  each  person  in  this  world  in  which  we  live  to 
know  the  joy  of  salvation.  One  of  the  premier  artists  in  Pitts- 
burgh is  Linda  Bamicott.  She  happens  to  be  the  wife  of  one  of 
our  very  young,  talented  pastors.  In  our  living  room  is  an 
original  painting  by  Linda.    It's  entitled,  "Let  the  Children 


Come  to  Me."  It's  a  Nativity  scene.  Mary  and  Joseph  are 
standing  alongside  and  watching,  and  there  is  a  young  girl  in 
a  Native- American  costume  who  is  sitting  there  cradling  and 
holding  the  baby  Jesus.  Waiting  in  turn,  there  is  another 
child  in  African  garb  and  another  one  with  an  Indian  sari, 
and  all  of  the  races  and  the  nations  of  the  world  are  waiting  in 
turn.  They  are  coming  in  order  to  hold  and  to  behold  and  to 
embrace  the  joy  of  salvation.  There's  a  long  line  of  persons 
from  all  races  and  natior\s,  the  children  coming.  For  they 
have  heard  the  angel  voice,  "For  unto  you  is  bom  this  day  a 
Savior  who  is  Christ  the  Lord."  They  look  adoringly  and  lov- 
ingly at  this  child,  the  child  for  all  of  God's  children.  And  just 
as  the  shepherds  did,  can  you  not  see  them  and  picture  these 
children  running  back  and  excitedly  proclaiming  and  prais- 
ing God  that  they  have  seen  the  joy  of  salvation?  So  we,  too,  I 
believe,  if  we  are  going  to  move  toward  any  sense  of  unity, 
we  need  to  share  our  stories  of  our  exjjerience  of  the  joy  of 
God's  salvation  with  one  another. 

I'm  amazed  constantly-aren't  you?-that  in  the  midst  of 
trial  and  oppression  and  deprivation,  that  United  Methodists 
on  the  African  continent  and  in  other  places  in  the  world  and 
in  the  midst  of  some  of  our  cities,  that  they  are  still  gathering 
to  sing  and  to  dance  the  songs  of  Zion.  For  way  down  in  their 
hearts  there  is  that  which  cannot  be  taken  away.  For  it's  God 
who  has  placed  the  joy  of  salvation  there.  How  terrible  it 
must  be  if  you  can't  sing  the  songs  of  joy.  And  our  responsi- 
bility is  not  only  to  open  ourselves  to  receive  the  joy  of  salva- 
tion, but  it  is  to  share  so  that  others  can  join  in  the  song.  We 
give  a  prayer  for  those  who  don't  have  one.  We  love  those 
whom  nobody  loves.  We  sing  for  those  who  can't  sing. 
Again,  Eugene  Peterson,  Matthew  5:13:  "Jesus  said,  'Let  me 
tell  you  why  you're  here.  You  are  here  to  be  salt  seasoning 
that  brings  out  the  God-flavors  of  this  earth.  And  if  you  lose 
your  saltiness,  how  will  people  taste  godliness?'"  All  persons 
are  within  God's  invitation  to  new  life  and  eternal  life. 
Children  in  Africa  dying  from  AIDS  and  violence  and  starva- 
tion. Children  in  the  Orient  plucked  away  from  their  families 
and  homes  and  given  to  prostitution  and  jwmographers  and 
{jedophiles,  so  that  people  can  gain  in  the  Western  nations. 
Persons  of  all  ages  in  Cleveland  and  Berlin  and  Manila  and 
cities  and  rural  valleys  throughout  the  world  victimized  by 
drugs.  These  are  the  many;  the  many  dying,  the  many  cry- 
ing, yearning  for  the  day  of  salvation.  These  are  those  with- 
out hope  because  their  bellies  are  empty.  And  then  there  are 
the  spiritually  empty  who  have  their  barns  and  their  treasur- 
ies full.  In  the  United  States  our  streets  are  filled  with  vio- 
lence, and  the  many,  the  children  of  God,  are  being  scared 
and  scarred  and  killed,  while  we  bow  down  before  the  de- 
monic forces  of  the  National  Rifle  Association. 

Lift  up  the  cup  of  salvation  with  governmental  deci- 
sion-makers around  the  world  until  the  peaceable  and 
oppressionless  reign  of  God  is  fulfilled,  until  we  all  can  sit  at 
the  banquet  table  with  all  races,  and  churches  are  free  of  ran- 
cor, and  weapons  of  destruction  are  eliminated,  and  we  all 
wash  each  others'  feet. 
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It  will  only  happen  when  we  remember  our  first  love. 
"At  the  cross,  at  the  cross,  where  I  first  saw  the  light,  and  the 
burden  of  my  heart  rolled  away.  It  was  there,  by  faith,  I  re- 
ceived my  sight...",  and  now  I  know  something  about  the  joy 
of  salvation.  So  we  need  to  share  the  story.  In  our  quest  for 
unity,  we  must  remember  that  everyone  has  a  name,  and 
each  name  has  a  face  and  a  heart.  Any  time  that  we  move 
from  personal  names  to  abstract  labels,  we  are  diminished  in 
our  capacity  to  deal  with  what  is  best  and  at  the  center  of  life. 
Every  time  we  go  along  with  this  movement  from  the  per- 
sonal to  the  impersonal,  from  the  immediate  to  the  remote, 
from  the  concrete  to  the  abstract,  we  are  diminished,  and  we 
are  less.  I  have  a  name,  George,  and  I  have  a  heart.  Several 
years  ago,  a  reporter  from  the  Boston  Globe  literally  ran  after 
me  during  a  break  of  a  very  controversial  annual  conference 
session.  He  said,  "1  have  followed  you.  I  followed  your  posi- 
tions for  several  years,  and  I  do  not  understand  you.  You 
have  taken  rather  liberal  positions  regarding  economic  jus- 
ticeand  welfare  and  health  care  and  gun  control,  but  you  take 
conservative  stands  on  the  issues  of  human  sexuality.You 
have  championed  liberal  causes  of  affirmative  action  and  ra- 
cial justice  and  ecological  concerns,  but  you  seem  to  be  con- 
servative in  theological  matters  and  talk  about  the 
particularity  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  need  for  evangelism  in 
the  world.  Who  are  you?" 

Now  I  was  impressed  with  those  perceptions,  but  I  was 
distressed  that  he  wished  to  make  me  a  plaster  of  Paris  mold. 
Know  my  heart,  and  in  our  quest  for  unity,  we  need  to  know 
each  other's  hearts.  We  need  to  discern  the  movement  of 
God's  Spirit  through  Scripture  and  through  tradition  and 
through  experience  and  through  reason  together,  but  we're 
talking  from  heart  to  heart.  I'm  thankful  that  the  good  shef>- 
herd  calls  each  of  us  by  name.  And  when  there  are  differ- 
ences, we  need  to  learn  each  other's  faith  journey  with  Christ 
and  share  it  in  the  Council  of  Bishops.  We  are  not  all  cut  out  of 
the  same  mold.  Yet  I  want  to  tell  you  that  even  in  the  midst  of 
differences,  1  have  listened  intently  to  my  sisters  and  my 
brothers  share  their  wonderful  insights  into  biblical  revela- 
tion. And  1  have  been  moved  deeply  by  their  stories  of  their 
faith  journeys  and  their  love  for  the  first  love — their  journeys 
in  Christ.  And  1  know  that  somehow,  when  heart  meets  heart 
in  Christ,  there  will  begin  to  be  an  opening  to  the  way  and  the 
truth  and  the  life.  And  whether  I  change  or  you  change  or  we 
both  change  or  neither  one  changes,  we  need  to  know  each 
other's  hearts,  and  not  make  assumptions  or  allegations.  Je- 
sus knows  our  hearts  and  keeps  on  saying,  again  and  again. 


"Here  I  am  for  you!"  Can  we  not  do  the  same?  "Here  I  am 
with  you,  and  for  you."  How  else  will  the  world  begin  to 
know  the  joy  of  salvation  unless  they  see  it  in  the  church? 
Finally,  pastors,  do  you  know  the  names  of  those  in  your  con- 
gregation? Do  you  know  their  hearts?  Do  you  pray  for  their 
hearts  with  them?  A  wonderful  laity  address  when  we  talk 
about  partnering.  And  I  want  to  say  to  lay  people  and  the 
clergy,  one  of  the  great  dilemmas  is  that  within  our  own  con- 
gregations we  don't  hold  one  another  and  embrace  one  an- 
other in  God's  love,  knowing  our  hurts  and  our  aspirations 
and  our  testimonies  and  our  mission.  Together,  do  we  sing 
and  speak  about  the  joy  of  God's  salvation  with  one  another? 
Do  we  talk  with  love:  How  is  it  with  your  soul's  journey  with 
Christ?  Do  we  act  out  "here  I  am  for  you,  here  I  am  with 
you"?  In  our  difference,  can  we  begin  to  call  each  other  by 
name  and  know  each  other's  hearts?  In  the  move  to  our  first 
love,  we  always  must  take  along  somebody  with  us  on  that 
journey.  Some  have  said  the  time  for  dialog  is  past.  Not  so!  It 
is  never  past,  when  the  finite  mind  is  wrestling  to  discern  the 
infinite  and  until  everything  is  brought  into  a  unity  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

So  in  addition,  then,  I  want  to  suggest,  in  addition  to 
sharing  verbally,  we  need  to  be  together  in  mission  in  the 
world,  side  by  side.  Remember  that  song?  "We  will  work 
with  each  other,  we  will  work  side  by  side,  and  together  we'll 
guard  each  one's  dignity  and  save  each  one's  pride,  and  then 
they'll  know  we  are  Christians  by  our  love."  As  we  face  com- 
mon evils  together,  side  by  side,  even  willing  to  put  aside  our 
differences  so  that  we  might  fight  against  those  that  we  know 
in  common  are  evil  and  contrary  to  God's  values.  What  face 
do  we  show  to  the  world?  Our  name  is  Christian:  Christ  ones. 

So  friends,  let  us  keep  on  singing  the  joy  of  salvation.  Let 
us  keep  on  praying,  "Have  mercy,  O  merciful  God,  upon  us 
and  upon  your  world."  Let  us  keep  on  serving  side  by  side, 
and  let  us  keep  on  talking  heart  with  heart,  and  then,  per- 
haps, we'll  get  some  of  the  spirit  of  our  choir.  Do  you  remem- 
ber old  Avery  and  Marsh,  long  time  ago,  some  of  you?  I  want 
to  join  the  great  parade.  I  want  to  join  the  happy  caravan  of 
God's  people,  God's  own  people  marching  round  the  world. 
There  are  people  of  all  times  and  places,  there  are  people  of 
all  nations  and  races — a  singing,  swinging  procession.  And 
here  am  I.  Here  am  I.  O  God,  restore  unto  us  the  joy  of  your 
salvation. 
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Petition  Additions  and  Corrections 


The  following  petitions  were  printed  in  the  ADCA 
with  incorrect  petitionnumbers  or  incorrect  titles.    These 
corrections  are  in  numerical  order  within  each  Legislative 
Committee. 

Central  Conferences 

3120S-CC-NonDis-O$  —  GC  lead  in  finding  solutions  to  stop  war  in  Congo 
and  aid  Congo  UMC  rinancially  to  help  refugees 

31974-CC-2201.1-D  -  Provisional  Annual  Conference 

Conferences 

3002>CO-33-C  -  Change  ordained  nunisterial  to  clergy 

30098-CO-604-D  -  Allow  annual  conferences  to  adopt  other  compensation 

plans 

30100-CO-^l.3-D  —  Add  certified  lay  preachers  continuing  education  to 
committee  on  lay  speaker  resporuibilities 

301M-CO-33-C  -  Change  "ordained  ministerial"  to  "clergy"  to  allow  voting 
by  ordinands 

301 51  -CO- 507- D  -  Scriptural  references  should  accompany  petitions  and  be 
part  of  the  Book  of  Discipline 

30233-CO-606.3-D  —  If«dude  more  info  to  aid  in  locating  a  church  by  both 
lay  and  clergy 

30235-CO-602.1-D  -  Remove  the  exception,  allowing  associate  and  affiliate 
clergy  members  to  vote  on  all  matters 

30361 -CO-602.4-D  -  Add  the  word  "professing"  in  front  of  "member" 

30362-CO-603  9-D  -  Lay  leader  to  be  a  "professing"  member 

30413-CO-649.2-D  -  The  committee  on  disability  concerns  shall  be  an  advo- 
cate for  persons  with  disabilities 

30431  •CO-603.9-D  -  Lay  leader  shall  be  a  member  of  the  a.c. 

30432 -CO-603.9-D  -  Add  Lay  Speaking  Ministries  as  a  group  to  which  the 
conference  lay  leader  shall  relate 

30475-CO-604.13-D  —  Open  meetings,  annual  confereivres 

30781 -CO-606  9-D  -  Annual  conference  records  and  archives 

30927-CO-405-D  -  Adjustment  to  Reduce  the  .Number  of  Bishops 

30935-CO-507-D  -  Exclude  general  church  agencies  from  petitioning  Gen- 
eral Conferetwre 

30936CO-507.1-D  -  Lobbying  by  gen'l  agency  staff  prohibited 

30937-CO-509.3-D  -  Officials  of  UMC  shall  not  speak  publicly  for  the 
church  in  ways  that  are  inconsistent  w/Soc.Prin. 

30938-CO-510-D  -  Have  a  published  voting  record  for  future  GCs 

31093-CO-600-D  -  Responsibilities  of  annual  conferences  and  director  of 
connectional  miiustries 

31220-CO-607  1-D  -  AC  structures,  functions  and  relationships 

31493-CO-406-D  -  Liit  specific  powers  of  tnshops  in  BoD  so  rvominees  will 
see  them 

31 508<:O-502  3-D  -  Every  AC  shall  elect  one  youth  delegate  to  GC 

31513-CO-S07-D  -  Changes  in  church  law  should  take  effect  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible 

31517-CO-410  2-D  -  Retired  bishop  is  a  member  of  the  atuiual  conf.  where 
membership  was  last  held 

31527 <;O-«05  6-D  -  Clergy  session  may  t>e  attended  by  AC  members  w/o 
vote  but  w/voice 

31S28-CO^05  6-D  -  Allow  all  AC  members  to  attend  and  speak  at  clergy 
session  w/o  vote 

3l529<O^06.9-D  -  Allow  individuals  to  see  their  records  and  add  to  it 

316I2-CO-12  1-C  -  Increase  the  number  of  GC  delegates 

31777-CO-.MonD«s-0  -  Each  annual  conference  hold  traiiung  semiiur  to 
identify  unmet  spiritual  needs  of  community 

31786-CO-\'onDis-0  -  Create  a  new  annual  conference 
Church  and  Society 

30025<5-64-D  -  Support  higher  quality  of  life  for  all  of  God's  creation 

30033<5-NonDi5-O  -  Boycott  Detroit  News,  Detroit  Free  Press  and  USA 
Today 

3010(v<rS-Rl-U  -  Ecumeiucal  dialogues  on  native  spthtuaUty 


30124-CS-Rl-U  -  Oppose  privatization  of  Social  Security 

30132-CS-R55-U  -  Support  African- American  farmers'  access  to  L'SDA  pro- 
grams 

30504-CS-R73-U  -  Environmental  stewardship 

3O505-CS-R90-U  -  Reduction  of  water  usage  by  UMs 

30541-CS-Rl-U  -  Acts  of  repentance  for  racism 

30556-CS-R234-U  -  Drug  &  alcohol  concerns 

30562-CS-R352-U  -  Prejudice  against  Muslims  and  Arabs  in  the  US 

30568-CS-RS20-U  -  Community  life  and  public  education 

30989-CS-R59-U  -  Industry  continue  reducing  Dioxin  emissions 

31259-CS-O-D  -  Eliminate  Gen'  Bd  of  Church  &  Society 

31719-CS-NonDis-O!  -  EsUblish  task  force  on  relationship  of  science  and 
theology 

31733-CS-NonDis-O  -  UMC  form  ethics  committee  to  oversee  observance  of 
separation  of  human  and  animal  cells 

31769-CS-R473-U  -  The  practice  of  contractualization  and 
subcontractualization  which  abuses  workers 

3177>CS-NonDis-0  -  Repeal  Secton  51061  of  title  42  of  the  US.  Code 

Discipleship 

30261-DI-1104.1-D  -  Restore  UMMen  represenutive  to  the  GBOD 

30429-DI-272.1-D  -  Lay  speaker  to  be  certified  must  have  dist.  com.  re- 
view/approve qualifications 

30440-DI-600-D  -  Add  language  describing  Conference  Committee  on  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries 

30441-DI-630.2-D  -  Conference  board  of  laity  may  work  with  other  appro- 
priate conference  bodies 

30442-DI-630.2-D  -  Change  name  of  Laity  Day  to  Laity  Sunday 

30443-DI-630 J-D  —  Conf.  Board  of  Laity  shall  provide  organization,  direc- 
tion/support for  local  church  leaders 

30896-DI-272.3-D  -  Certified  lay  speaker  to  have  at  least  six  months  as  a 
Mission  Disdple 

30897-DI-272.3-D  -  Lay  speakers  may  receive  credit  for  attending  any  of 
three  additional  events 

30959-DI-1207.2-D  -  To  include  at  least  one  ethnic  youth  on  NMYO  steering 
committee 

31115-DI-249.11-D  -  Change  lay  "speaker"  to  "minister' 

31227-DI-630.1-D  -  AC  shall  have  a  conf.  board  of  laity  or  other  structure  to 
provide  for  these  functions 

31238-DI-647.1-D  -  Each  AC  shall  have  a  conf  coun.  on  yg  adult  miiustry  or 
other  structure  for  these  functions 

31276-DI-272.3-D  -  Offer  opportunties  to  improve  skills 

31361-DI-62-D  -  Include  Service  of  Infant  Dedication 

31374-DI-NonDis-O!  -  Establish  Office  of  Transformational  Ministry 

31556-DI-1104.1-D  -  CC  members  of  GBOD  should  be  elected  by  Comm.  on 
Conf.  Affairs 

31562-DI-1206.3-D  -  Add  the  jurisdictional  youth  coordinator  to  jurisd 
COM 

31563-D1-1207.1-D  -  Two  youth  may  be  elected  to  serve  a  third  year  as 
ex-of  fido  members 

31564-D1-1207.2-D  -  Change  election  process  to  ensure  broader  representa- 
tion 

31744-Dl-NonDis-O  -  GBOD  create  proactive  program  of  love  and  hope  for 
uvd  to  those  wishing  to  leave  homosexual  lifestyle 

31759-Dl-NonDis-O  -  Respecting  and  responsibility  re  Christnus  holiday 

31882-DI-654-D  -  Clariiy  election  and  membership  of  district  lay  leaders 
and  associates 

31966-DI-NonDis-O'  -  Comprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult  Ministries 

Financial  Adminstration 

30478-FA-609.2-D  -  Add  conference  director  of  communications  as  ex- 
offido  member  to  CCFA 

30670-FA-1506  16-D  -  Change  benefit  percentage  for  surviving  spouse 

30700-FA-NonDis-O$  -  World  Service  Fund 

30701 -FA-NonDis-0$  -  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
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30702-FA-NonDis-O$  -  Black  College  Fund 
30703-FA-NonDis-O$  -  Africa  University  Fund 
30704-FA-NonDis-O$  -  Episcopal  Fund 

30706-FA-NonDis-O$  —  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund 
30708-FA-NonDis-O$  -  Sundays  with  general  church  offerings 
30709-FA-NonDis-O$  --  Condition  of  the  agencies  of  the  Church/internal 
control/internal  audit  perspective 

30710FA-NonDis-O$  --  Directives  for  the  admiiustration  of  the  General 

Funds 
3071  l-FA-NonDis-0$  -  Pay  equity  in  the  general  agencies  of  the  UMC 
30712-FA-NonDis-O$  -  References  from  the  1996  General  Conference 
30713-FA-NonDis-O$  -  Budget  of  the  GCFA 

30714-FA-NonDis-O$  -  Reports  presented  with  other  general  agencies 
30715-FA-NonDis-O$  -  Connectional  Ministry  Funding  Patterns  Task  Force 

30816-FA-622.5-D  -  Include  ministry  years  served  in  other  denom.  in  stan- 
dards for  clergy  support 

30823-FA-818-D  ~  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund  shall  support  ba- 
sic budgets  of  Council  of  Bishops  &  GCCUIC 

30824-FA-818-D  -  GCCUIC  in  consultation  with  Council  of  Bishops  funds 
for  ecumenical  agencies 

30953-FA-806.1-D  -  Limit  local  church  apportionments  to  a  max  of  10%  of 
expenditures 

31026-FA-2500-D  -  No  use  of  church  property  for  immoral  purposes 

31097-FA-609.2-D  ~  Change  title  to  Director  of  Connectional  Miiustries 

3n32-FA-NonDis-0  -  Amendment  of  distrib.  of  funds  from  Gen'l  Agency 
Benefit  Trust 

31134-FA-1506-D  -  By  July  15,2002  each  AC  will  have  a  formal  funding  plan 
for  retiring  its  pre-1982  pension  obligations 

31 158-FA-610.14-D  -  Conference  CFA  cooperate  w/GCFA  by  following 

these  guidelines 
31 163-FA-622.1-D  -  Membership  of  commission  on  equitable  compei«ation 
31170-FA-805-D  -  GCFA  oganization 
31172-FA-807-D  -  GCFA  supervise  use  of  UMC  and  UM  and  maintain  the 

proper  registration  for  the  denomination 
31 1 75-FA-81 1  -D  -  Any  general  appeals  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of 

this  paragraph 
31 179-FA-820-D  -  Delete  820  as  the  fund  no  longer  exists 
31185-FA-830.2-D  -  Delete  830.2 
31206-FA-NonDis-O$  -  Extend  a  quadrennium  the  pension  build-up  of  P.R. 

Methodist  pastors  participating  as  of  12/31  /92 
31223-FA-609.2-D  -  Add  "or  equivalent"  after  conf.  council  director 

31273-FA-621-D  -  Each  church/charge  is  obliged  to  pay  full  compensation 
as  approved  by  the  CC 

31274-FA-622.2-D  -  Clarify  to  whom  supplementation  from  Equitable  Com- 
pensation Fund  is  directed 

31275-FA-622.2-D  -  Clarify  goals  of  the  minimum  Equitable  Comp.  stan- 
dards 

31 31 3-FA-NonDis-O  -  Change  of  the  MPP  waiver  notice 

31336-FA-249.13-D  -  Change  "apportionment"  to  "asking"  in  all  the  BoD 
paragraphs  including  but  not  limited  to  these 

31537-FA-637-D  -  AC  board  of  pensions  shall  include  at  least  one  retired 
clergy 

31 548-FA-806-D  --  GCFA  shall  hold  down  meeting  costs  as  part  of  good 
stewardship 

31549-FA-806.14-D  -  Keep  fimds  from  UM  entities  that  re-interpret  the  his- 
toricity of  Jesus 

31693-FA-NonDis-O  --  Reject  CPT  proposal  to  create  a  global  conference 
herein  the  USA  would  become  a  Central  Conference 

31764-FA-NonDis-0$  -  Support  report,  recommendation  &  funding  request 
ooftheNFAAUM 

31920-FA-1506.18-D  -  Compensation  limitations 

31921  -FA-1506.17-D  -  Miiusterial  Pension  Plan  and  Comprehensive  Protec- 
tion Plan 

31923-FA-1506.20-D  --  Outdated  reference  elimination 

Faith  and  Order 
30052-FO-65.C-D  -  Retain  prohibition  agaiiul  same  gender  service 


30071 -FO-65.G-D  -  Keep  present  language  regarding  homosexuality  and 
same  gender  unions  in  Book  of  Discipline 

30165-FO-O-D  -  Social  principles  are  a  call  to  faithfulness,  not  law 

30222-FO-65.G-D  ~  Although  we  differ  about  homosexuality  and  its  com- 
patibility with  Christian  teaching 

30245-FO-66.J-D  —  Moderation  in  alcohol  consumption  for  some 

30267-FO-304.1-D  —  Candidates  shall  accept  that  all  Scriptures  are  ii«pired 
by  God,are  the  true  &  only  rule  of  faith 

30269-FO-65.C-D  —  Homosexual  ur\ions  shall  not  be  conducted  in  our 

schools 
30270-FO-65.J-D  ~  Oppose  abortion  in  continuity  with  moral  law  of  OT  & 

churches  provide  pregnancy  care  miiustries 

30403-FO-66.G-D  -  People  with  disabilities  have  a  rightful  place  in  both 
church  and  society 

30550-FO-65-D  -  Suicide 

30735-FO-303.4-D  -  Every  armual  conference  should  nurture  candidates  for 
ordained  ministry 

30810-FO-303-D  -  Ordination  for  the  same  or  equivalent  order  is  not  repeat- 
able 

30850-FO-NonDis-O  -  Restorative  justice 

30899-FO-304.1-D  -  Ordinands  must  accept  UMC  doctrine  as  well  as  disci- 
pline 

30902-FO-304.3-D  —  Forbidding  homosexuals'  ordination  limits  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit 

31038-FO-65.C-D  -  Maintain  homosexual  language  where  it  is  found  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline 

31048-FO-53-D  —  Add  parenthetical  note  of  "Our  Common  Heritage  as 
Christians" 

31050-FO-O-D  —  Social  Principles  are  a  call  for  all  to  a  prayerful  studied  dia- 
logue of  faith  and  practice 

31051-FO-64-D  -  Social  Principles  are  not  binding  on  UMC  members 

31052-FO-65.C-D  ~  Bishops  shall  comply  with  65C 

31053-FO-65.G-D  -  Allow  ministers  who  feel  blessing  gay  unions  is  not  in- 
compatible w/Christian  teaching  to  do  so 

31068-FO-65-D  ~  All  persons  are  individuals  of  sacred  worth,  regardless  of 
sexual  orientation 

31079-FO-65.J-D  ~  Abortion  is  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching 

31081-FO-65.J-D  ~  Retain  this  paragraph  as  worded 

31082-FO-NonDis-O  -  Oppose  any  changes  that  would  grant  approval  of 
partial-birth  abortion 

31083-FO-NonDis-O  -  Retain  language  in  BOD  on  the  sanctity  of  the  un- 
born child 

31303-FO-65.G-D  -  Homosexuality  is  an  immoral  practice  and  an  abomina- 
tion to  God 

31304-FO-65.C-D  -  Ministers  who  conduct  same-sex  unioiu  will  be  termi- 
nated nor  hold  any  position  within  UMC 

31386-FO-NonDis-O  -  All  schools/ teachers  that  teach  UM  ministers  be  re- 
viewed to  insure  the  BoD  is  being  upheld 

31419-FO-llO-D  -  All  may  partiap.  in  "ecclesiastical  disobedience"  biit  are 
subject  to  discipline 

31420-FO-117-D  -  Delete  last  paragraph 

31421-FO-117-D  -  UMC  may  not  discriminate  based  on  these  six 

31604-FO-65.G-D  -  Exploitation  of  relationships  by  either  hetero-  or  homo- 
sexuals not  condoned 
31605-FO-0-D  -  Sodal  Principles  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  law 
31618-FO-61-D  -  Wesley  sermons  became  functional  doctrines 
31619-FO-62-D  -  Amend  or  delete  XXIII  of  this  paragraph 
31620-FO-63-D  -  Clergy  required  to  uphold  doctrine  in  accord  with  Consti- 
tution, Restrictive  Rules  &  ordination  vows 
31621-FO-63-D  -  Methodist  method  is  theological 

31622-FO-64-D  -  Revise  Our  Social  Creed;  modify  title,preface  and  pream- 
ble 
31623-FO-64-D  -  Give  greater  attention  to  the  discoveries  of  science  in  space 

31624-FO-64-D  -  Scientific  dicoveries  are  means  to  theological  insights  into 

humanity's  place  in  God's  universe 
31625-FO-64-D  -  Christian  environmentalism  doesn't  venerate  earth  but 

worships  its  Creator 
31626-FO-64-D  -  Sustainable  agriculture 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  4 


1813 


31O30-PO-65.A-D  -  UMC  agencies  to  develop  prognms  emphasizing  the 
unporUnce  ol  Chnstun  mother-  and  fatherhood 

^I63I-PI>65.C-D  -  Homosexual  uiuons  can  have  moral  integrity 

-^163Q-PO-65  C-D  -  Replace  'our  churches'  with  "or  on  any  church  prop- 
erty- 

31fc33-PO-<>5  C-D  -  Sanctity  of  marriage  covenant  is  in  love,  support,  per- 
sonal commitment  &  Bdelity 

31634-PO-65  C-D  -  Holy  covenant  services  may  be  offered  where  the  Ad  Bd 

or  Council  appro\T 
31(>35-PO-65.C-D  -  Subsbtute  "tv»'o  people"  for  "a  man  and  a  woman* 
31636-PD-65.C-D  —  Mamage  is  union  of  one  man  and  one  woman 

31637-PO-^.C-D  -  Homosexual  unions  shall  not  be  conducted  on  any  prop- 
erty of  the  UMC 
31t>38-FO-fe5  CD  -  Delete  "between  a  man  and  a  woman" 
31639-P065  C-D  -  Encourage  homosexual  unions  not  to  be  held 
31641-PO-65.I-D  -  Sexual  harassment  can  happen  to  all  people 

31(>42-P(!>-65  ID  -  Include  unwanted  sexual  comments  in  definition  of  sex- 
ual harassment 

31t>43-PO-65  K-D  -  Oppose  laws  alowing  adoptions  by  same  sex  partners 

31(>44-PO-«5  LD  -  Oppose  euthanasia 

31fr45-FO-65  G-D  -  Exclude  homosexuals  from  participating  in  any  leader- 
ship within  the  UMC 

3lt>47-PO-65.C-D  -  Sexual  orienution  is  Cod's  good  gift 

3I648-PO-65  G-D  -  Reaffirm  Christian  moral  standard  of  fidelity  in  mar- 
riage and  celibacy  in  singleness 

M675-PO-62-D  -  Delete  this  paragraph 

.>1676-FO-68-D  -  Oppose  capital  punishment  and  urge  its  elimination 

31689-PO-O-D  -  Change  legislation  in  BoD  &  5P  so  clergy  can  serve  the  spir- 
itual/pastoral needs  of  the  people 

31701 -PO-R126.U-5  -  Responsible  parenthood 

31775-FO-\onDis-0  -  Twelfth  chapter  of  Romans  be  read  each  day  for  a 
year 

3I784-PO-N'onDis-0  -  Evangelism  become  the  number  one  Missionary  Pri- 
ority 

31 791  -PO-65.C-D  -  Loving  partnerships  are  an  expression  of  love,  mutual 

support  k  shared  fidelity 
31793- PO-NonDis-CV  -  GC  commission  a  panel  to  rewrite  Social  Principles 
31796- PO-60-D  -  Basic  Christian  affirmabons 
31797-R>^5  C-D  -  Any  UMC  leader  who  advocates  homosexuality  or  its 

lifestyle  shall  be  petvalized 

31796-10-65  G-D  -  The  church  needs  to  further  its  understanding  of  homo- 
sexuality through  prayer,  study,  pastoral  exp 

31799-PO-65  G-D  -  Remove  last  sentence  to  avoid  being  "ioined*  in  minis- 
try to  mafia,  pom  &  drug  dealers 

31809-FO-NonDis-O  -  GBCS  shall  create  a  reporting  response  to  these  ques- 
tions 

31965-fO-6S-D  ~  Amend  statement  on  homosexuality 

General  and  Judicial  Administration 

Xlll-CH-C  -  Sponsors  may  take  votvs  on  behalf  of  disabled  folks  whose 
disability  prevents  it 

XI  1&-CJ-2627.1'D- To  accomplish  a  fair  trial  change  the  venue 

3020IXSI-4-C  -  For  a  truly  inclusive  church  exclude  no  one 

30281-CI-705  1-D  -  Remove  GCU'MM  from  jurisdictional  pool  process  and 
refine  language  related  to  CCUMM  election  process 

30283-GI-70S  5-D  -  Remove  GCUM.M  from  (unsdicbonal  election  pool 

3029(X1|-715-D  -  Hold  events  m  accommodations  that  have  collective  bar- 
gaining agreements  with  employees 

30303-CI-2600-D  -  |udicial  Council  shall  have  precedent  setting  authority 

30374-CI-70O-D  -  Cen'l  ageiKy  laity  pool  members  shall  be  professing 
members  ior  two  years 

30375-CI-705  ID  -  Qualification  for  general  agency  board  membership  to 
include  years  of  church  membership 

3037M;|  705  2  D  -  Add  paragraph  numbers  222  5  and  231  2 

30386-CI-26O4  ID  -  Professing  menU>er  must  fill  any  vacaiKy  on  Judicial 
Council 

.3(B89-C|-2626  J-D  -  Coounittee  on  mvesbgation  shall  have  2  lay  professing 
members 


30390-G)-2626  4-D  -  Diaootul  mmister  invesbgatmg  committee  shall  have  3 
professing  lay  members 

30392-CJ-2626.6-D  -  Complamts  against  a  "professing"  member 

30394-GI-2627.1-D  -  Trial  court  may  remove  respondent  from  roll  of  pro- 
fessing members 

30395-GJ-2627.3-D  -  Trial  court  for  diaconal  minister  shall  include  "profess- 
ing" members  who  aren't  diaconal 

30396-GJ-2627.4-D  -  Trial  of  a  lay  member  shall  consist  of  35  "professing" 
members 

3CI397-GJ-2627.4-D  -  Lay  member  trial  court  counsel  shall  be  a  professing 
member  of  the  UMC 

30398-GI-2627.4-D  -  Trial  court  removal  from  the  roll  of  "professmg"  mem- 
bers 

30399-GJ-2628.2-D  -  Committee  on  appeals  professing  members  to  be  UM 
four  years 

3O400-G)-2628.3-D  -  Disbrict  superintendent  shall  appoint  U  professing 
members  of  U.MC 

30414-G)-715-D  -  Program  planners  plan  events  that  ade(]uately  accommo- 
date persons  with  disabilibes 

30497-GJ-266-D  -  Continue  Peace  with  Jusbce  Sunday 

30655-G)-2624.1-D  -  Add  to  chargeable  offenses:  the  practice  o  promotion  of 
homosexual  conduct. 

30729-GJ-705.2-D  -  Youth  and  young  adult  membership  should  be  inclusive 

30804-GJ-O-C  -  Amend  Preamble 

30819-G)-705.2-D  -  Every  general  agency  to  have  a  member  on  board  from 
Com  on  Pan  Methodist  Cooperabon 

3087^<;j-2626.2-D  -  Invesbgabon  Com.  of  Council  of  Bishops  include  15  el- 
ders and  diverse 

30874-GJ-2627-D  -  For  trial  court  a  central  conference  is  the  equivalent  of 
one  jurisdicbon 

3O95O-GJ-703.13-D  -  Gen'l  agency  staff  shall  pay  their  own  way  to  GC  ex- 
cept for  agency  gen'l  sec'ty 

30951-GJ-705-1-D  -  All  members  of  gen'l  agencies  shall  be  elected  by  juris- 
dicbonal  &  central  conf  *2/3  lay,  1  /3  clergy 

30980-G)-2624.1-D  -  Add  disciplinary  refereiKes  to  provide  a  baseline  for 

measuring  breach  of  doctrinal  norms 
30983-G)-2626  J-D  -  Confirming  the  counsel  for  the  Church 
30964-G)-2627.1-D  —  Combine  trials  of  numerous  persons  to  save  money 

30966-G)-2627.1-D  ~  Closing  trials  to  the  media  to  avoid  pushing  polibcal 

agendas 
30987-C)-26273-D  —  Confirming  presiding  officer  of  Council  of  Bishops 

3101(VGJ-70U-D  —  Move  general  agencies  once  every  ten  years  to  a  new  ju- 
risdiction 

3101M5J-906.16-D  —  GCOM  review  concurrence  of  agencies  w/doctrinal 
standards  and  general  rules  of  UMC 

31024-GJ-240O-D  -  Create  a  Homosexual  Study  Committee 

31025-G)-2400-D  ~  Create  Gen'l  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 

Evangelicals 
31 095-GI-9O7  1-D  -  Director  of  connecbonal  Miiustaries  shall  be  elected  as  a 

voting  member  of  the  council 

31 121-GI-267-D  -  Wherever  GCOM  is  menboned  in  BOD  change  to  Cov. 
Coun.  including  but  not  limited  to  these  para's 

31 127-GI-906-D  -  GCFA  and  Cov.  Council  develop  process  for  budget  rec- 
ommendations 

3112»C|-906-D  -  Delete  906.6, 906  8, 906.9, 906.11, 906.14,  and  90620 

31169<;j-722-D  -  Delete  722 

31212-GI-1-C  -  Legislabon  to  amend  Consbtubon  may  be  enacted  at  the 
same  session  of  GC  which  approves  it 

31217-CI-269-D  -  GBOD  shall  supervise  observance  of  Christian  Education 
Sunday 

31243-GI-714  ID  -  Delete  714.1 

3125»<:)-6O0-D  -  Renumber  pan.  607-625;  and  628 

31262-GI-NonDis-O!  -  GC  commiision  a  panel  to  rewrite  the  Socul  Pnna- 

ples 
31263-G)-0-D  -  Reduce  gen'l  agency  members  by  2/3 

31290-GJ-267  6-D  -  To  receive  .S'abve  Am  scholarship  student  agrees  to 
serve  2  yrs  in  NAUM  church 

31392-G)-NonDis-0!  -  Research  plan  for  the  UMC 

31394-G)-NonDis-0'  -  National  UMC  Native  American  Center 
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31395-GJ-NonDis-0$  -  Native  American  Forum  for  the  general  church 

31412-G)-NonDis-0  -  Interagency  task  force  on  legislation 

31446-GJ-268  ID  -  Move  Heritage  Sunday  to  June 

31603-GJ-2626-D  -  Within  ninety  days  after  receiving  a  complaint  commit- 
tee must  respond 

31616-GJ-55-C  -  Judicial  Council  decisions  may  be  reconsidered  if  2/3  of 
GC  vote  to  modify 

31617-GJ-16-C  -  Clarify  procedure  for  amendment  of  Restrictive  Riiles 

31859-GI-2628.1-D  -  Requirement  to  answer  all  objections 

31929-GJ-NonDis-0$  -  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young  People 

31955-GJNonDis-O  -  Connectional  process  team 

31967-GJ-NonDis-O  -  Living  into  the  Future 

31968-GJ-267.3-D$  --  Clarify  use  of  World  Communion  Sunday  receipts 

Global  Ministries 

30477-GM-631.4-D  -  Disaster  response  membership 
30839-GM-R281-U  -  Holy  boldness:  a  national  plan  for  urban  ministry 
30841-GM-R542-U  --  Immigrants  and  refugees:  to  love  the  sojourner 
30847-GM-NonDis-O  -  Baiuung  the  use  of  the  child  soldier 
30861-GM-R685-U  --  US  church-China  church  relations 
30863-GM-NonDis-O$  -  Asian  American  language  mirustry  study 
30867-GM-NonDis-O$  -  National  plan  for  Hispanic  ministry 

31019-GM-1312.3-D  -  Include  "Mission  Society  for  UMs"  as  part  of  the 

GBGM  responsibilities 
31288-GM-NonDis-O!  ~  Support  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry 

31291-GM-NonDis-O!  -  UMC  sponsor  4yr  study  on  economic  impact  of  co- 
lonialism &  capitalism  on  NA  people 

31293-GM-NonDis-O!  -  Develop  a  4yr  study  on  "Caring  for  Creation  from  a 
Native  American  Perspective" 

31383-GM-Rl-U  -  Support  For  Bread  for  the  World's  Offering  of  LTRS. 

31570-GM-1318-D  -  Vision  of  a  world  redeemed  for  Christ 

31572-GM-1326-D  -  Change  "Health  &  Welfare  Ministries"  to  "Healing  and 
Caring  Ministries  in  1326 

31690-GM-NonDis-O  -  National  Comprehensive  Plan  for  Town  and  Coun- 
try Ministry 

3I731-GM-NonDis-0  -  Support  International  Day  of  Prayer 

31808-GM-NonDis-O  -  Provide  grants  to  churches  to  help  them  become  ac- 
cessible for  physically  challenged  people 

31969-GM-13I2  ID  -  Include  mission  iiutitutions  as  potential  mortgagees 

Higher  Educatott  and  Ministry 

30O53-HE-355.1-D  -  Eliminate  mandatory  retirement  clauses  355.1,409.1  417, 
430.1.714.3,1506.3c 

30061-HE-326.3-D  -  Clergy  education  requirements  to  include  mission  his- 
tory and  experience 

30075-HE-306.3-D  -  Process  for  licensing  &  ordaining  clergy  defined  for 
GBHEM 

301 16-HE-358.1-D  -  Administrative  complaints  to  bishop  must  first  go 
through  and  be  endorsed  by  PPR  committee 

30123-HE-321.4-D  -  Include  questions  on  Articles  of  Religion  ai\d  Confes- 
sion of  Faith  in  requirement  for  ordination 

30128-HE-326-D  -  Question  ordinands  about  belief  in  Articles  of  Religion 
and  Confession  of  Faith 

30142-HE-331.3-D  -  Pastoral  responses  to  be  priestly  as  outlined  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline 

30148-HE-306.4-D  --  Remove  exclusive  language  footnote  page  177  on  ho- 
mosexuality 

301 70-HE-200-D  -  Reinstate  lay  order  of  Diaconal  Miiustry 

30187-HE-331.1-D  -  Ordained  clergy  may  perform  holy  covenants  between 
persons  of  the  same  sex 

30193-HE-343.1-D  -  Remove  incoi«istent  sentence  regarding  full-time  stu- 
dent 

30250-HE-355.2-D  -  Delete  entire  paragraph  355.2a 

30251HE-355.2-D  -  Remove  35  year  service  completion  as  marker  for  retire- 
ment with  annuity  claim 

30256-HE-NonDis-O$  -  Make  Africa  University  a  priority 


30304-HE-358.1-D  -  Refer  complaints  against  clergy  to  Committee  on  Inves- 
tigation or  Joint  Review  Com.  app't  by  bishop 

30404-HE-306.3-D  —  Candidate  process  may  include  counsel  about  mitusliy 
of  candidates  with  disabilities 

30408-HE-341 .2-D  ~  Licensed  full  time  local  pastor  process  to  be  in  accor- 
dance with  GBHEM  guidelines 

30409-HE-354-D  -  Incapacity  leave  resulting  from  health  matters  and 
disabiling  conditions 

3041 1  -HE-633.2-D  -  GBHEM  will  suggest  guidelines  to  aid  evaluation  pro- 
cess 

30636-HE-306.4-D  -  Eliminate  4th  &  6th  paragraphs  p.l76  footnote  2  and 
3rd  para.  p.  177 

30641-HE-326-D  -  Willingness  to  relate  to  all  regardless  of  ethrudty,  etc.  re- 
garding examination  of  elders. 

30662-HE-433.1-D  -  No  change  in  appoint  inflated  if  Church  Conference 
called  on  same  day  of  Charge  Conference. 

30667-HE-331  l-D  —  Duty  of  pastors  includes  ministries  of  service,  thru  or- 
ganizing, &  advocacy 

30669-HE-358.2-D  -  Complainant  shall  have  the  right  to  be  heard  by  BOM 
before  action  is  taken 

30675-HE-340.7-D  -  Local  pastor  can  vote  except  about  constitutional 
amendments,delegates  to  GC,  &  other  matters 

30689-HE-306.4-D  -  Social  responsiblity  to  include  abstinence  from  alcohol 
and  tobacco  for  clergy 

30726-HE-O-D  -  Have  no  mandatory  retirement  age  listed  in  Book  of  Disci- 
pline 

30746-HE-335.2-D  ~  Accountabihty  of  elders  to  the  aimual  conference 

30776-HE-400-D  -  Appointment  of  deacons  in  full  connection 

30786-HE-632.4-D  -  Annual  conference  board  of  higher  ed  &  campus  miius- 
try shall  promote  UMC  educational  programs 

30787-HE-632.4-D  -  Aimual  conf .  bd  higher  ed  fiscal  responsibilities  include 
distrib.  of  scholarships  from  Foundation 

30903-HE-306.2-D  -  Add  the  word  "advisor"  to  person  mentoring  a  new 

candidate 
30907-HE-331.1-D  -  Homosexual  uiuons  may  be  performed  by  consenting 

pastors  when  2/3  of  charge  conf.  vote  to  perntut  it 
30909-HE-332.1-D  -  Delete  this  paragraph  as  it  is  archaic  and  unobserved 
30910-HE-332.5-D  -  Clergy  shall  maintain  confidences  even  from  spouse 

30914-HE-343.1-D  -  Extension  Course  of  Study  school  as  an  option  for 

clergy  to  complete  educational  requirements 
30915-HE-343.2-D  ~  Change  "laypersons"  to  "persoiw" 
30917-HE-351.1-D  -  Verify  grounds  for  admin,  review  and  pastor  has  tight 

of  appeal  to  JCD  within  30  days  of  review 

30918-HE-355.5-D  -  Retired  pastors  report  to  charge  conf.  shall  become  a 
permanent  record 

30921-HE-358.1-D  -  Misconduct  complaint  to  include  date,  place  and  other 

facts 
30922-HE-358.1-D  -  Suspension  mandatory  where  violation  or  order  has 

been  deliberate 
30923-HE-358.2-D  -  Do  not  use  "old  mistake"  as  administrative  grounds  for 

punitive  action  against  a  pastor 
30925-HE-358.1-D  -  Add  satisfaction  of  the  complainant  as  part  of  referral 

process 
30940-HE-562-D  -  Add  GBHEM  as  additional  caretaker  for  mission  work 
30962-HE-340.5-D  -  Local  pastors  shall  attend  clergy  session  of  AC  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  Order  of  Elders 
30965-HE-1400-D  -  Faculty  i  staff  of  UM  schools  shall  affirm  classical 

Christianity 
30966-HE-1400-D  -  UM  seminaries  shall  defend  the  married,  two-parent 

family  between  a  male  and  a  female 
30999-HE-315-D  -  Reinstate  transitional  diaconale 
31002-HE-329.2-D  ~  Remove  eight  year  limitation  for  reappointments  that 

are  less  than  full  time 
31003-HE-331.1-D  -  Specifics  for  solemnizing  a  marriage  by  a  pastor 
31006-HE-400-D  -  The  Office  of  Presiding  Bishop 
31091-HE-300-D  -  Eligibility  &  rights  of  associate  members 
31209-HE-NonDis-O$  -  Continue  fimding  the  Evangelical  Seminary  of  P.R. 
31354-HE-NonDis-O!  -  Establish  committee  to  examine  ways  to  offset 

clergy  seminary  debt 
31453-HE-306.5-D  -  Move  footnote  to  306 
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31462-HE-317.2-D  -  Transiboival  deacons 

3U71-HE-326-D  -  Take  out  fidelity  and  celibacy 

3M74-HE-335-D  -  Make  change  so  BOM  not  unnecessarily  involved  in  the 
appointive  process 

3M7^HE-340-D  -  Local  pastors  can  be  appointed  as  chaplains  to  institu- 
tions 

31484-HE-355-D  -  Provide  a  right  of  appeal  from  involuntary  retirement  or 
administrative  location 

3M87-HE-340.1-D  --  Local  pastors  who  are  certified  candidates  for  ordina- 
tion can  be  app'd  to  extension  ministries 

31496-HE-4IO-D  ~  Retired  bishops  may  vote  in  council  of  Bishops 

31499-HE-415  5-D  -  Mutual  accountability  of  bishops  w/district  superinten- 
dents 

31533-HE-633.1-D  -  Open  nominations  for  personnel  agencies  to  the  floor 

31534-HE-633.2-D  -  BoM  visit  seminaries  annually  to  both  maintain  contact 
and  recruit 

31535-HE-^3-D$  -  BoM  shall  give  a  written  response  to  candidates  who 
were  rejected 

31575-HE-1407.2-D  ~  CC  board  members  of  GBHEM  be  elected  by  Comm. 
on  Conf  Affairs 

31576-HE1427.1  -D  -  UM  theology  schools  maintain,  defend  Church's  doc- 
trine and  faith 

31772-HE-NonDis-0$  -  Offer  full-tuition  to  200  semiiurians  as  a  pilot  pro- 
gram 

3182S-HE-3S1-D  -  Delete  351;  355  first  paragraph,  first  sentence  beginning 
with  "or  by  action";  3553;  358;  363 

Independent  Commissions 

30259-IC-NonDis-O  -  Re-evaluate  UMC  support  of  COCU 

30286-IC-2303-D$  -  Increase  Commission  membership  by  14;  WSF  match 
funds  raised  by  the  Commission 

30534-IC-R1-U  -  Yom  HaShoah:  the  holocaust  remembered 

3073O-IC-2008.7-D  ~  CCRR  shall  adminster  the  Minority  Croup  Self-  Deter- 
mination Fuivi 

30830-IC-2400-D  -  Liaison  role  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 

30833-IC-2400-D  -  Covenantal  or  condliar  relationships 

30971-1C-2400-D  -  UMC  become  an  observer  in  National  Assoc,  of  Evangel- 
icals and  World  Evangelical  Fellowship 

31186-IC-1806.12-D  -  Cost  of  promotion  of  funds  as  set  in  approved  promo- 
tional budget  shall  be  charged  to  receipts 

31236-IC-643.1-D  -  Each  AC  shall  have  a  com.  on  commurucations  or  other 
structure  to  maintain  connections 

3I257-IC-2104.1-D  -  Additional  members  shall  include  10  percent  young 
adults 

31260-IC-O-D  -  EUmiivate  Gen'  Comm.  on  the  Statiis  &  Role  of  Women 

31261-IC-O-D  -  UMC  withdraw  from  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
delete  all  references  to  NCC  in  the  BOD 

3I429-IC1902-D  -  Commission  may  appoint  task  force  and  committees  as  it 
deems  necessary 

3IS19-IC-530  ID-  Change  may  to  shall  be  a  jurisdictional  comm.  on  ar- 
chives and  history 

31579-ICI704  2D  -  Increase  rep.  of  CC  onGCAH 

31585-1C-2103. 1 1  -D  -  Commission  encouraged  to  explore  relationship  be- 
tween spiritiul  gifts  Ic  women  in  the  Bible 

31586-IC-2401-D  -  Continue  membership  in  World  Methodist  Council  per 
2401 


31S88-IC-2402.1-D  -  Continue  UMC  membership  in  COCU  per  2402  1 
31589-IC-2402.2-D  -  Continue  membership  in  NCCC  and  support  it 
w/money  as  per  2402.2 

31590-IC-2402.3-D  -  Continue  membership  in  WCC  and  pay  our  fair  share 
financially  as  per  2402.3 

3161  1-1C-(K:  -  All  meeting  of  all  bodies  of  UMC  shall  be  open  to  the  pubUc 

Local  Church 

30044-LC-262.2-D  -  Notify  non-appointed  employee  of  meeting 

30139-LC-254.2-D  ~  Annual  review  to  measure  church's  progress  in  devel- 
oping hospitable  and  welcoming  atmosphere 

30140-LC-262.2-D  -  Educate  the  church  community  about  the  value  of  di- 
versity in  dery  and  lay  staff 

30272-LC-254.4-D  -  Add  UMM  &  UMW  presidents  to  church  council  and 
increase  membership  to  ten 

30275-LC-255.1-D  —  Elect  a  scouting  coordinator  when  there  are  scout  min- 
istries or  dvic  youth-serving  mirusthes 

30276-LC-258-D  —  "God  &  Country"  award  prog,  available  to  local  ch.ed. 
prog.  &  scout  coord,  relate  to  ch  sch.supt 

30326-LC-221.3-D  -  "f^ofessing"  members  may  procede  on  chargeable  of- 
fenses 

30334-LC-234.1-D  -  Add  "in"  to  correct  the  sentence 

30337-LC-238-D  -  Move  text  of  238  to  follow  244 

30339-LC-200-D  -  Basic  information  in  242-244  is  resubmitted  as  new  para- 
graph 

30340-LC-200-D  ~  Add  as  the  second  new  paragraph  text  after  241  regard- 
ing membership 

30344-LC-200-D  -  Laypeople  may  be  associate  members  of  a  local  church  in 
other  countries  &  keep  US  ch.  membership 

30345-LC-245-D  —  Simplify  inclusive  language 

30346-LC-200-D  —  Add  "professing"  members  to  the  charge  conference 

30417-LC-2543-D  -  Develop  chancel  area  accessibility 

30463-LC-2543-D  -  Building  contractor  shall  provide  proof  of  security  for 
local  church 

30844-LC-R694-U  -  Use  diverse  metaphorical  images  from  Bible 

30879-LC-222.1-D  -  Add  the  word  "doctrine"  to  list  of  duties  for  insta^ction 

3088O-LC-222-D  -  Allow  adults  to  be  baptized  even  if  they  were  baptized  as 
an  infant 

30891-LC-262.4-D  -  Regarding  responsible  handling  &  reporting  of  offer- 
ings 

31193-LC-2533-D  -  Resources  may  be  secured  from  Nat'l  Assoc  of  UM 
Foundations,  GCFA 

31 198-LC-2548-D  -  If  AC  declares  local  church  discontinued,  failure  to  com- 
plete steps  doesn't  invalidate  the  decision 

31422-LC-204-D  ~  Each  congregation  write  theological  description  of  their 
worship  and  mission 

31423-LC-218-D  -  Worship  attendance  count  may  include  those  in  atten- 
dance at  other  church  events 

31424-LC-249.12-D  -  Equitable  salary  for  all  appointed  clergy 

31433-LC-258.2-D  -  Scouting  mnistry  may  be  included  in  local  church  min- 
istries if  meets  UM  Constit.  &  SocPrin  guidel. 

31434-LC-258.3-D  -  There  "may"  be  a  unit  of  UMW  in  each  local  church 

31507-LC-258.2-D  —  New  model  for  youth  empowerment 

31964-LC-NonDis-O  -  Delete  101,102,103  and  move  first  3  paragraphs  be- 
fore 201  into  their  places 
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May  5.  2000 


The  following  petitions  were  printed  incorrectly 
in  the  ADCA. 


30025-CS-64-D 

Amend  paragraph  64  as  follows: 

All  creation  is  the  Lord's  and  we  are  responsible  for  the  ways  in 
which  we  use  and  abuse  it.  Water,  air,  soil,  minerals,  energy  re- 
sources, plants,  animal  life,  and  space  are  to  be  valued  ana  con- 
served because  they  are  God's  creation  and  not  solely  because  they 
are  useful  to  human  beings.  God  has  granted  us  stewardship  for 
creation. We  should  meet  these  stewardship  duties  through  acts 
of  loving  care  and  respect.  Economic,  political,  social,  and  tech- 
nological developments  have  increased  our  human  numbers, 
lengthened  and  enriched  our  lives.  However,  these  develop- 
ments have  led  to  regional  defoliation,  dramatic  extinction  of 
species,  misuse  and  over-consumption  of  natural  and 
nonrenewable  resources,  massive  human  suffering,  and  over- 
population. Furthermore,  destabilization  of  the  global  climate  is 
a  probable  consequence.  Continued  emphasis  on  traditional 
economic,  political,  social,  and  technological  development  for 
humans,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  creation,  jeopardizes  the 
natural  heritage  God  has  granted  to  all  generations.  Therefore, 
we  repent  of  our  devastation  of  the  physical  human  and  non-hu- 
man world.  Further,  we  recognize  the  responsibility  of  the  church 
and  its  members  to  place  a  high  priority  on  changes  in  economic, 
political,  social  and  technological  lifestyle  to  support  a  more  eco- 
logically equitable  and  sustamable  world  leading  to  a  higher 
and  a  better  quality  of  life  for  all  of  God's  creation. 

30072-FA-610-D 

Add  to  610  wording  from  806.12: 

The  council  shall  be  responsible  for  ensuring  that  no  board, 
agency,  committee,  commission,  or  council  shall  give  United 
Methodist  funds  to  any  gay  caucus  or  group,  or  otherwise  use 
such  funds  to  promote  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality.  The  coun- 
cil shall  have  tne  right  to  stop  such  expenditures.  This  restriction 
shall  not  limit  the  Church's  ministry  in  response  to  the  HIV  epi- 
demic. 


30100-CO-661.3-D 
Amend  661 .3-5: 

3.  The  responsiblilites  of  the  district  committee  on  lay  speaking 
shall  be  to  provide  basic  training  for  local  church  lay  speakers  and 
advanced  courses  for  certified  lay  spakers  as  recommended  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship;  to  approve  aiuiual  continuing  edu- 
cation opportunities  for  certified  lay  preachers;  to  decide  wRo 
shall  be  recoginized  as  certified  lay  speakers  and  certified  lay 
preachers;  to  help  match  lay  spakers  with  service  opportunities; 
and  to  support  and  affirm  lay  speakers  and  certified  lay  preachers 
as  they  serve. 

4.  The  district  committee  shall  plan  advanced  courses  for  lay 
speakers  that  will  enable  certified  lay  speakers  and  certified  lay 
preachers  to  maintain  that  recognition. 

5.  The  district  committee  will  report  to  the  pastor  and  charge 
conference  of  each  certified  lay  speaker  and  certified  lay  preacher 
the  courses  that  have  been  satisfactorily  completed  by  the  certified 
lay  speaker  or  certified  lay  preacher. 

30142-HE-331.3-D 

Add  a  new  text  to  331 .3  and  renumber  accordingly: 
Responsibilities  and  Duties  of  a  Pastor  ...  (3)  determining  all 
pastoral  responses  to  be  made  in  the  priestly  role  in  accordance 
with  the  norms  and  practices  as  specified  in  The  Book  of  Disci- 
pline; 

30160-CO-NonDis-O 

Whereas,  many  seminarians  graduate  with  high  levels  of  semi- 
nary debt  as  they  begin  ministry;  and 

Whereas,  the  cost  of  seminary  education  strains  normal  family 
expenses;  and 

Whereas,  most  annual  and  missionary  conferences  are  unable  to 
provide  sufficient  scholarship  funds  through  the  Ministerial  Edu- 
cation Fund  (MEF);  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  great  need  for  clergy  trained  for  mission  and 
ministry  in  churches  with  small  memberships  and /or  in  town  and 
rural  settings;  and 


Whereas,  many  of  these  small-membership  churches  are  able  to 
pay  oiJy  minimum  compensation, 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation and  Mirustry  be  called  upon  to  work  with  annual  mission- 
ary corxferences  to  develop  a  plan  to  help  senunary  graduates 
retire  their  educational  debts,  taking  into  cor\sideration  the  length 
of  service  in  rural  or  urban  missional  communities;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  United  Methodist  seminaries  shall 
provide  armual  workshops  on  financial  planning  and /or  a  finan- 
cial planner  to  work  v/ith  their  students  and  recent  graduates. 

30165-FO-O-D 

The  Califorrua-Nevada  Annual  Conference  petitions  the  2000 
General  Conference  to  amend  the  Preface  (page  84)  to  the  Social 
Principles  by  insertion  of  a  clause  into  the  nnal  sentence  of  the 
third  paragraph  so  that  it  would  read: 

The  Social  Principles  are  not  church  law,  but  are  a  call  to  all 
members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  a  prayerful,  studied 
dialogue  of  faith  and  practice. 

30200-GJ-4-C 

For  a  truly  inclusive  church  exclude  no  one 

Amend  second  and  third  sentences  of  4  Article  IV: 

Inclusiveness  of  the  Church  — ...Therefore  all  persons,  without  re- 
gard to  race,  color,  national  origin,  status,  sexual  orientation, 
physical  or  mental  challenges,  or  economic  condition,  shall  be  eli- 
gible...in  the  connection.  In  The  United  Methodist  Church. ..of  race, 
color,  national  origin,  status,  sexual  orientation,  physical  or  men- 
tal challenges,  or  economic  condition. 

30261-DI-1104.1-D 

Add  new  text  to  1 104.1  .f;  amendcurrent  textof  1104.1.f  and 
reletter  accordingly: 

0  One  member  elected  by  the  National  Association  of  Confer- 
ence Presidents  of  United  Methodist  Men. 

0  g)  Additional  Members — (.DUnited  Methodist — Additional 
members  . . .  They  shall  elect  up  to  eight  (8)  seven  (7)  additional 
members . . . 


30276-LC-258-D 

Delete  258.2c,  create  new  subparagraph  and  renumber  accord- 
ingly: 

c)  The  local  church  may  designate  the  Scouting  minisfiy  as  one  of  Us 
settings-and  tkct^ixormnaior^ofScouting-ministiy  who  would  be  rt- 
sponsibtefor  upheUinglheijualityaf  Ihese-programs. 

3.  Civic  Youth-Serving  Agencies  and  Scouting  Ministries  offer 
another  setting  for  ministry  to  children,  youth,  their  leaders,  and 
their  families.  These  opportunities  would  include  the  Boy 
Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  Camp  Fire  Boys  and  Girls,  4-H,  or  other  ap- 
propriate national  organizations.  The  God  and  Country  award 
program  shall  be  available  to  all  appropriate  age-level  partici- 
pants of  the  local  church  education  program  including  the 
church  school,  youth  ministry,  and  scouting  ministries.  The 
scouting  coordinator  shall  relate  to  the  church  council,  the  super- 
intendent of  the  church  school,  the  coordinator  of  children's 
ministries,  the  coordinator  of  youth  ministries,  and  the  various 
youth-serving  agency  structures. 

30337-LC-238-D 
Move  238  to  follow  244. 

30361 -CO-602.4-D 
Amend  602.4: 

The  lay  membership  of  the  annual  conference  shall  consist  of  a 
lay  professing  member  ( 1  215.2)  elected  by  each  charge, . . . 

30504-CS-R73-U 

Amend  Environmental  Stewardship,  P.73,  Book  of  Resolutions: 

1.  A  Theology  of  Stewardship  and  the  Environment 

All  creation  is  under  the  authority  of  God  and  all  creation  is 
interdependent.  Our  covenant  with  God  requires  us  to  be  stew- 
ards, protectors,  and  defenders  of  all  creation.  The  use  of  natu- 
ral resources  is  a  universal  concern  and  responsibility  of  all  as 
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reflected  in  Psalm  24:1:  The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  (he  fullness 
thereof"  (NRSV). 

Many  of  today's  "environmental  problems"  have  their  roots  in 
humanity's  sort-sighted  use  of  God  s  creation.  While  focusing  on 
the  stewardship  of  monetary  resources,  we  forget  that  the  source 
of  all  wealth  is  God's  gracious  creation. 

In  the  Bible,  a  steward  is  one  given  responsibility  for  what  be- 
longs to  another.  The  Greek  word  we  translate  as  steward  is 
oikonomix,  one  who  cares  for  the  household  or  acts  as  its  trustee. 
The  word  oikos,  meaning  household,  is  used  to  describe  the  world 
as  God's  household.  Christians,  then,  are  to  be  stewards  of  the 
whole  household  (creation)  of  God.  Oikortomia,  "stewardship,"  is 
also  the  root  of  our  word  "economics."  Oikos,  moreover,  is  the  root 
of  our  modem  word,  "ecology."  Thus  in  a  broad  sense,  steward- 
ship, economics,  and  ecology  are,  and  should  be,  related. 

The  Old  Testament  relates  these  concepts  in  the  vision  of  shalom. 
Often  translated  "peace,"  the  broader  meaning  of  shalom  is  whole- 
ness. In  the  Old  Testament,  shalom  is  used  to  characterize  the 
wholeness  of  a  faithful  life  lived  in  relationship  to  God.  Shalom  is 
best  understood  when  we  experience  wholeness  and  harmony  as 
human  beings  with  God,  with  others,  and  vdth  creation  itself.  The 
task  of  the  steward  is  to  seek  shalom. 

Steu\irds  of  Cod's  Creation.    The  concept  of  stewardship  is  first  in- 
troduced in  the  creation  story.  In  Genesis  1:26,  the  Bible  affirms 
that  every  person  is  created  in  God's  image.  But  this  gift  brings 
with  it  a  unique  responsibility.  Being  created  in  God's  image 
brings  with  it  the  responsibility  to  care  for  God's  creation.  God 
chose  to  give  human  beings  a  divine  image  not  so  we  would  ex- 
ploit creation  to  our  own  ends,  but  so  we  would  be  recogixized  as 
stewards  of  God.  To  have  dominion  over  the  earth  is  a  trustee- 
ship, a  sign  that  God  cares  for  creation  and  has  entrusted  it  to  our 
stewardship.  Our  stewardship  of  all  the  world's  resources  is  al- 
ways accountable  to  God  who  loves  the  whole  of  creation  and  who 
desires  that  it  exist  in  shalom.  The  intention  of  creation  was  that  all 
should  experience  shalom,  to  know  the  goodness  of  creation.  In  the 
Old  Testament,  "fullness  of  life"  means  having  enough,  sufficient, 
to  experience  the  goodness  of  creation.  By  contrast,  our  age  has 
come  to  define  "fullness  of  life"  as  more  than  enough.  The  desire 
of  many  for  excess  begins  to  deny  enough  for  others,  and  shalom  is 
broken.  That  all  should  participate  in  creation's  goodness  is  a  fun- 
damental of  stewardship. 

Another  theme  of  shalom  is  that  in  creation  we  are  all  related. 
Humans  are  not  self-sufficient.  We  need  God,  others,  nature.  The 
story  of  the  garden  (Genesis  2)  attempts  to  picture  the  complete 
and  harmonious  interrelatedness  of  all  creation.  There  is  shalom 
only  when  we  recognize  that  interrelatedness  and  care  for  the  w 
hole.  When  we  violate  the  rules  of  the  garden,  we  are  dismissed. 
In  ecological  terms,  when  we  violate  the  principles  of  ecology,  we 
suffer  environmental  damage. 

As  the  story  of  the  garden  shows,  God's  intention  of  shalom  was 
not  carried  out.  Sin  intervened,  and  the  s/u/om  was  broken.  But 
God  offered  a  way  to  restore  shalom  -  redemption.  And  as  God's 
stewards  we  have  a  role  in  that  redempfion.  Stewardship,  then,  is 
to  become  involved  wherever  wholeness  is  lacking  and  to  work  in 
harmony  with  God's  saving  activity  to  reconcile,  to  reunite,  to 
heal,  to  make  whole. 

Stewardship  has  to  do  with  how  we  bring  all  of  the  resources  at 
our  disposal  into  efficient  use  in  our  participation  in  the  saving  ac- 
tivity of  God.  Environmental  stewardship  is  one  part  of  our  work 
as  God's 

stewards.  As  stewards  of  the  natural  envirorunent  we  are  called 
to  preserve  and  restore  the  very  air,  water,  and  land  on  which  life 
depends.  Moreover,  we  are  called  to  see  that  all  persons  have  life 
has  a  suffiaent  share  of  the  resources  of  ruture.  The  environmen- 
tal crises  that  face  us  need  not  exist.  With  new  hope  rooted  in 
Chnst  and  with  more  obedient  living  as  stewards  of  the  earth,  the 
creation  can  be  healed,  we  can  participate  in  God's  healing  of 
creatiort 

II.  United  Methodist  Historical  Concerns 

Since  the  beginnings  of  the  Methcxiist  movement,  there  has  been 
a  concern  with  what  we  today  call  "environmental  concerns." 
Wesley's  emphasis  on  "cleanliness"  came  as  he  observed  a  land  of 
open  sewers,  impure  water,  unplanned  cities,  and  smoke-filled  air. 
In  the  mines  ana  mills,  squalor  and  filth  were  everywhere,  as  was 
disease.  The  substanbal  decline  in  the  death  rate  in  England  from 
17(X)  to  1801  can  be  traced  to  improvements  in  environment,  sani- 
tation, and  a  wider  knowledge  of  concepts  of  basic  health  such  as 
those  advocated  by  Wesley. 


The  first  Social  Creed,  adopted  by  the  1908  General  Conference 
of  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  <North)  focused^m^thecnvi- 
ronmental  and  health  hazards  facing  workers. 

As  the  problems  of  soil  erosion  and  dwindling  reserves  of  natu- 
ral resources  became  more  obvious.  General  Conferences  in  the 
40s,  509,  and  6O9  called  for  the  development  of  programs  stressing 
careful  stewardship  of  thesoil  and  conservation  of  natural  re- 
sources. In  !%8,  a  United  Methodist  Church  cofH?erned  with  con- 
tinuing pollution  of  the  environment  insisted  that  commuruty 
rights  take  precedence  over  property  rights  and  that  "rH>  individ- 
ual should  oepermitted^o-oegrade  the  environment... /or  the 
sakerrr^f  profitr" 

In  the-mid-1980s,  the-environtnental  problenw  of  the  vrt)rld  are 
n&4es»acute  than  they  were  in  the  \9tAs  and  ^970s.  While son\e 
parts-of  the  industrialized  worW  have  less  pollution  of  some-sorts, 
polluting  factories  have  been  relocated  to  the4ndustrializing  na- 
tions^+lazardouschemicals  ha  ve-been  banned  in  or>e  nation, 
vi^letheir^^ise-inereases  in  anothefv4fvthe-United  states,  children 
havebeen  poisoned  by  toxic  wastes^under  their  schooteHr^Central 
America  children  have  been  poisoned  when  the  fields  they  have 
worked^in^haveteen  sprayeo^wtth^esticides  banned  tnother 

Sometimes  our  solutions-create  new  problems.  Some-thought 
higher-smokestacks  would  help-disperse  air  pollutants?  instead  v<>e 
have  more  acid  rain.  Herbieidesrusedin  "no  till"  agriculture, 
Vl^h^^e-help^ng^o-eontrol^©l}«rosion^have  begun  to  pollute  aqui- 
fersr-The-enviromnentol  problcms-of  the  next  few  decades  v«^re- 
ouire-mofe-effort^ind^nere-irutiativc  to  solve  than^heproblcms  of 
tnepast; 

The  Christian  church  should^acfevely^support  programs^©^^\- 
plcmcnt  pritKip>les  which  will  safeguard  theenvironment.  Some 
of  the  areas  we  novi^Tecegnizc  as  key  are^'esponsibleuse-efTe- 
sourccs,  texi€-arKH\azafaeu9sab9tat>cesrair^uttlity,  pesticide-tise; 
use  of  vrild  and  agricultural  landsr^vater-quafityrtne  milil«ry«r»d 
the  environment,-arwi  the  impact^f-f^ew^teehnologies  on  ihe-envi- 
rerunetrtr 

///.  Principles  for  Christian  Stewardship  of  the  Enmronment 

A.  Responsible  and  Equitable  Use  of  Natural  Resources. 

We  support  measures  which  will  lead  to  a  more  careful  and  effi- 
cient use  of  the  resources  of  the  natural  world.  We  urge  United 
Methodists  to  analyze  their  consumption  patterns  and  to  seek  to 
live  a  simple  and  less  resource-dependent  life. 

We  encourage  programs  which  will  recycle  solid  materials  of  all 
sorts  -  paper,  glass,  wood,  building  materials,  metals,  plasties,  etc. 

We  urge  United  Methodists  to  participate  actively  in  community 
recycling  programs  and  urge  the  establishment  of  such  programs 
in  communities  without  these  programs. 

We  believe  that  natural  resources,  outside  the  control  of  differ- 
ent nations,  from  the  genes  that  form  life  to  the  air  and  outer 
space,  are  the  common  heritage  of  all  humanity,  and  therefore 
must  be  developed  and  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  all,  not  just 
for  the  few,  botn  today  and  for  generations  to  come. 

We  support  the  concept  of  common  heritage  where  people 
have  the  right  to  enough  of  the  resources  of  the  universe  to  pro- 
vide for  their  health  and  well-being;  and  we  believe  that  God's 
creation  is  intended  to  be  used  for  the  good  of  all  as  a  precious 
gift,  not  for  warfare  or  economic  oppression  of  others. 

B.  Right  to  Live  In  a  Community  Free  of  Toxic  anJ  Hazardous 
Substances. 

We  advocate  that  ^ovemnnenls  devotesuf  ficient  monetary  af>d 
human  resources  to  assessing  the  extent«f  possible  toxic  and  haz- 
ardous wastedisposal  problems  withm  their  junsdictioro.  Webe- 
lieve  that  the  entity  or  entities  responsible  for  the  problem  should 
pay  the  costs  related  to  the  site's  cleanup  and  for  anv  health  danv 
ages  caused  by  the  improper  or  inadequate  disposal  of  such  sub- 
stances. We  call  upon  those  agencies  responsible  for  enforcing 
existing  laws  to  adopt  a  more  aggressive  strategy  in  responding  to 
violatofs^  We  support  strcmg  penalties  for  those  convicted  otSe- 
gal  disposal  of  hazardous  arid  toxic  materials. 

We  advocate  that  governments  (a)  aggressively  assess  the  ex- 
tent of  possible  toxic  and  hazardous  waste  disposal  problems 
within  their  jurisdictions,  (b)  require  that  the  entity  or  entities 
responsible  for  the  problem  pay  for  hazardous  waste  cleanup 
and  for  any  health  damages  caused  by  the  improper  or  inade- 
quate disposal  of  such  substances,  and  (c)  severely  penalize 
tnose  convicted  of  illegal  disposal  of  hazardous  and  toxic  materi- 
als. 
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We  encourage  measures  to  minimize  the  use  of  toxic  and  haz- 
ardous substances. 

We  oppose  the  practice  of  exporting  materials  banned  in  one  na- 
tion for  use  in  another  nation. 

We  advocate  that  all  parties  with  information  on  the  health  ef- 
fects of  a  potentially  toxic  or  hazardous  substance  make  these  data 
available  to  users  of  the  substance. 

We  support  measures  to  strengthen  the  public's  right-to-know 
about  chemical  substances  in  their  communities.  Communities 
have  a  right  to  know  whether  their  water,  air,  soil  or  food  is 
clean  and  free  of  toxic  pollution. 

We  support  applying  the  "Precautionary  Principle,"  shifting 
the  burden  of  proof  to  polluters  to  show  that  their  air  and  water 
emissions  are  safe,  rather  than  making  citizens  prove  that  emis- 
sions pose  a  health  threat. 

We  support  the  right  of  those  groups  that  would  be  affected  by  a 
nuclear,  toxic,  or  hazardous  material  waste  repository  or  incinera- 
tor to  be  involved  actively  in  all  decisions  to  locate  such  reposito- 
ries or  incinerators  in  their  neighborhoods  or  jurisdictions. 

We  urge  a  halt  to  nuclear  and  toxic  waste  disposal  at  sea  and 
stringent  controls  on  toxic  waste  disposal  in  the  soil. 

Finally,  in  order  to  preclude  serious  environmental  threats  to  the 
world  population,  we  urge  a  discontinuation  of  the  dumping  of 
nuclear  waste  at  sea  and  support  the  monitoring  of  wastedisposal 
of  a  toxic  nature  in  the  soil. 

C.  Right  to  Clean  Air.  We  believe  persons  have  the  right  to 
breathe  clean  air^  clean  air  is  a  basic  right  and  necessity  for  all  hfe. 
We  must  clean  up  and  prevent  air  pollution,  which  threatens  the 
health  of  our  families  and  the  survival  of  all  life  on  the  planet 
Where  the  air  quality  is  now  poor,  steps  should  be  taken  to  im- 
prove its  quality  including  the  elimination  of  toxic  pollutants,  the 
limiting  of  pollutants  from  cars,  trucks  and  buses,  tne  clean-up  of 
smokestack  emissions.  Where  the  air  is  now  good,  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  maintain  such  good  air  quality.  We  advocate 
the  adoption  and  strict  enforcement  of  adequate  standards to<on- 
trol  indoor  air  pollutants,  including  toxic  substances  and  tobacco 
smoke.  Special  attention  should  be  given  to  such  long-range  air 
quality  problems  as  the  depletion  ofthe  ozone  layer,  the  heating  of 
the  atmosphere,  and  acid  rain.  We  support  international  and  bilat- 
eral efforts  to  eliminate  the  cause  of  suen  long-term  problems.   To 
ensure  that  we  protect  future  generations  and  our  natural  envi- 
ronment from  tne  harmful  efftcts  of  air  pollution  and  leave  a 
legacy  of  clean  air: 

We  advocate  the  adoption  and  strict  enforcement  of  adeauate 
standards  (health-based  air  quality  standards  to  protect  vulnera- 
ble populations  such  as  children,  the  elderly,  and  people  with 
asthma)  to  control  outdoor  air  pollutants  such  as  vehicle  and  in- 
dustrial smokestack  emissions. 

We  urge  all  United  Methodists  to  car  pool,  use  mass  transit, 
drive  fuel  efficient  cars,  and  find  other  ways  of  reducing  vehicle 
and  industrial  emissions. 

We  must  give  special  attention  to  the  long-term  effects  of  air 
pollution,  such  as  the  depletion  of  the  ozone  layer,  global  warm- 
ing, and  acid  rain;  we  support  international  and  bilateral  efforts 
to  eliminate  the  cause  of  these  problems. 

We  advocate  that  all  large  polluters,  specifically  power  plants, 
refineries  and  chemical  manufacturers,  irrespective  of  age  or 
fuel  use,  meet  standards  based  on  the  least  polluting  process  in 
each  industrial  sector. 

We  advocate  the  adoption  and  strict  enforcement  of  adeauate 
standards  to  control  indoor  air  pollutants,  such  as  chemical 
fumes  from  gas  stoves  and  furnaces,  pesticides,  cleaning  materi- 
als, formaldehyde,  candles,  paint,  photocopy  machines,  radon 
and  carpets,  as  well  as  particulates  such  as  aust,  mold  and  asbes- 
tos fibers. 

We  advocate  prohibiting  smoking  and  providing  adequate 
fresh  air  ventilation  in  all  indoor  facilities. 

D.  Miuimization  of  Chemical  Use.  Many  chemicals  arc  uscd-fer 
agriculturalpurposes— These  include  pesticidesrherbieides,  and 
fertilizers.  These  are  required  to  maximize yield»if»^eedif\g-« 
hungry  world,  but  their  use  may  bedetrimentaHe^the-erops  or  to 
the  environment  if  improperly«elected  andA>r<ppliedT 

We  recommend  the  concept  of  integrated  pest  management 
(IMP),  natural  control  systems,  and  crop  rotation. 

We  urge  that  greater  restrictions  be  placed  on  the  export  of  re- 
stricted agricultural  chemicals  from  the  United  States  and  that  the 
US.  and  that  development  and  aid  agencies  encourage  the  use  of 


agricultural  techniques  which  rely  less  heavily  on  agricultural 
chemical  use. 

A  wide  varicty-ef  chemicals  is  used  forthe-preeessing-and-prea- 
ervatien-of-feocf  products.  There  is  growing-saspieienT-end^eme 
seientifieftHy-eenfirmed-knowledgc,  that  some  of  these  chemicals 
afe4wfmfuHfranimals  and  humana.  Wc-recommend  that  contin- 
ual-aggressive investigation  and  study  be  made  on  the  long-range 
effect  of  these  chemicals  by  indastryrcensufneryeups/  and  gov- 
emmental  agencies.  We  urge-pelicies-that^'etard^heindiscriminate 
ttsie-of-chemicals,  including  those  used-feryowingrproeessing; 
and  preserving  food. 

We  recommend  that  industry,  consumer  groups,  and  govern- 
mental agencies  aggressively  investigate  and  study  the 
long-range  effects  of  chemicals  used  for  the  processing  and  pres- 
ervation of  food  products,  since  many  of  these  chemicals  are 
harmful  to  animals  and  humans. 

E  Responsible  Land  Use.  AH-agrieult«rei^prod«c 
euf^areful  stcward9hip-of-ft-fev>F-mehes  of  topsotli 

We  encourage  economic  and  farming  practices  which  conserve 
and  promote  the  improvement  of  topsoil. 

We  urge  that  governments  provide  farmers  with  incentives  for 
more  careful  management  of  this  precious  resource. 

Just  as  the  best  farm  land  is  lost  through  erosion,  so  too  is  it  lost 
when  it  is  used  for  purposes  other  than  farming  (e.g.,  highways, 
reservoirs,  housing,  industrial  uses  and  surface  mining).  Likewise, 
land  that  has  become  poisoned  with  salt  through  poor  irrigation 
practiceaor-with  pesticides  may  become  less  productive  as iin  ag- 
ricultural resource; 

We  urge  that  the  careful  mainterwnce  of  the  productivity  of  the 
farm  land  be  the  central  goal  of  all  management  of  agricultural 
lands. 

We  urge  governments  to  preserve  the  most  productive  soils  for 
agricultural  purposes. 

We  advocate  for  the  preservation  of  forests  (including  refores- 
tation), wetlands  and  wild  areas  for  ecological  balance,  wildlife 
production,  water  quality,  air  quality,  and  the  human  spirit. 
Carchil  management^ef-agricttltural  lands  can-help^iseeurage  the 
so-called  "rcclamation^^Horests,  wetlandsTfind-wild-areas.  These 
areas  are  valuable  in  their  own  right  and  should  be  preserved  for 
the  contribution  they  make  to  ecological  balance,  wildlife  produc- 
tion, water,  and  air  quality,  and  the  numan  spirit. 

F.  Preservation  of  The  Diversity  of  Life. 

We  believe  that  the  wondrous  diversity  of  nature  is  a  key  part  of 
God's  plan  for  creation.  Therefore,  we  oppose  measures  which 
would  eliminate  diversity  in  plant  and  animal  varieties,  eliminate 
species,  or  destroy  habitats  critical  to  the  survival  of  endangered 
species  or  varieties. 

We  support  national  and  international  efforts  to  protect  endan- 
gered species  and  imperiled  habitats. 

G.  Right  to  Abundant  and  Clean  Water.  The  water  on  this 
planet  is  a  sacred  gift  from  God.  To  ensure  that  water  remains 
pure  and  available  to  all: 

Weliveon  what  has  aptly  been  called  the  "Water  Planet."  More 
than  70  percent  efthe-surface-e^theearth-is-eeveredwith-water; 
yet-©nly*small^art^f^hat^vater-ean^be^used4or^rinking;  indus- 
trialrand^igrieulturalfmrpeses.-Qur^arclcss  use  of  water  in  ^he 
pastflieans-that  it  will  costinorein^he^uturer^Seeisions  over  how 
te^llocate  increasingly^ostly  supplies  of  pure  water  for<lrinking> 
indtistry-and  agrieulture^viU  beanwng^heinost-eontentiousi^- 
seureefieliey-questions  of  ^he-nexHlecades. 

We  urge  that  steps  be  taken  by  all  concerned  parties  people  to 
ensure  more  careful  management  and  preservation  of  existing 
groundwater  sources. 

We  support  the  right  of  native  peoples  to  the  first  use  of  waters 
on  their  lands. 

We  urge  that  industrial,  municipal,  agricultural  and  individual 
consumers  of  water  find  ways  to  use  more  efficiently  the  water  we 
now  have  develop  and  use  water-conserving  technology  and 
practices. 

We  believe  that  water  is  a  gift  from  God  that  needs  to  be  kept 
clean.  We  advocate  measures  that  will  address  polluted  runoff 
that  is  threatening  to  public  health;  protection  ot  waters  for  future 
generations;  wetlands  preservation  to  clean  water  and  sustain 
wildlife;  the  public's  right  to  know  that  their  water  is  safe  for 
drinking,  swimming,  and  fishing;  and  effechve  enforcement 
against  illegal  pollution. 

We  believe  that  conservation  of  an  area's  existing  water  sup- 
plies, not  costly  transfers  of  water  from  basin  to  basin,  or  other 
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large-scale  projects,  usually  offers  the  most  efficient  and  environ- 
mentally sound  source  of  new  water;  Finally,  we  believe  that  all 
persons  have  a  right  to  a  sufficient  supply  of  high  quality  water 
free  from  toxic  chemical  or  pathogenic  impurities. 

H.  Impact  of  Tfchnology.  Responsible  and  Ethical  Use  of  Technol- 
ogy. We  urge  that  the  ethical  and  environmental  effects  of  new 
technologies  be  fully  examined  before  these  technologies  are  used 
on  a  widespread  basis.  We  acknowledge  the  constantly  imperfect 
state  of  our  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  new  technology  ourcre- 
ations  and  urge  the  oevelopment  of  those  technologies  most  in  ac- 
cord with  God's  plan  of  wholeness  for  all  creation. 

1.  The  Military  and  the  Environment  Minimization  of  the  Mili- 
tary's Impact  On  the  Environment.  We-oppose  the  military's  im- 
perious claim  to  our  planet's  resources  and  its  willingness  to  risk 
massive  environmental  contamination  through  accioental  or  interv- 
tional  release  of  nerve  gas,  preparation  for  biological  warfare,  or 
continued  testing  and  possible  useof^nuclear  weapons  for  the  sake 
of  claimed  offensive  and  defensiveneeds. 

We  oppose  the  production  and  testing  of  weapons  designed  to 
destroy  or  harm  God's  creation,  such  as  all  chemical,  biological 
and  nuclear  weapons. 

We  urge  the  abolishment  of  chemical,  biological,  and  nuclear 
weafHjns  and  the  resultant  We  also  oppose  the  production  of  nu- 
clear weapons  and  the  resultant  production  of  tremendous 
amounts  of  nuclear  waste  that  endangers  the  environment,  urge 
the  clean-up  of  sites  contaminated  by  chemical,  biological,  and 
nuclear  weapons  waste. 

IV.  Imvlvement 

We  urge  all  United  Methodists,  their  local  churches,  boards  and 
agencies  to  examine  their  roles  as  stewards  of  God's  earth  and  to 
study,  discuss,  and  work  to  implement  this  resolution. 

All  general  agencies  shall  develop  appropriate  resources  to  im- 
plement this  resolution. 

30505-CS-R90-U 

Delete  Reduction  of  Water  Usage  by  United  Methodists,  P.90, 
Booil:  of  R£solutions 

30556-CS-R234-U 

Amend  "Drug  and  Alcohol  Concerns,"  p.  234,  #8  Book  of  Resolu- 
tions: 

8.  We  urge  all  legislative  bodies,  and  health<are  systems  and 
processes  to  focus  on  and  implement  measures  to  help  meet  the 
special  needs  of  those  particular  groups  disproportionately  af- 
fected by  alcohol  use; 

Amend  p.  234,  under  paragraph  II.  Tobacco,  line  3: 
. .  .The  United  Methodist  Church  discourages  all  persons,  partic- 
ularly children,  youths  and  young  adults,  from  using  any  form  of 
tobacco. 
Amend  p.  235,  under  paragraph  II.  Tobacco,  to  add: 
6.  We  support  National  Comprehensive  Tobacco  Control  Leg- 
islation that  includes  provisions  to:  a)  reduce  the  rate  of  youth 
smoking  by  increasing  the  price  of  cigarettes;  b)  protect  tobacco 
farmers  Dy  helping  them  shift  from  tobacco  to  otner  crops;  c) 

?,ive  the  FDA  full  authority  to  regulate  nicotine  as  a  drug;  d) 
und  anti-tobacco  research  and  advertising,  as  well  as  education 
and  prevention  campaigns. 

30562-CS-R352-U 

Amend  "Prejudice  Against  Muslinu  and  Arabs  in  the  USA,"  p. 

353,  Book  of  Resolutions: 

Today  ...  of  Islam.  Arab  Americans,  both  Christian  and  Muslim, 
constitute  an  ever-larger  a  growing  number  of  persons  .  .  . 

As  part  of  the  .  .  .  groups  and  persons,  so  too  have  such  acts  been 
perpetuated  are  also  being  perpetrated  against  the  Arab  .  .  . 

Arab  American  .  .  torched.  Leaders  of  the  community  these 
communities  have  .  .  murdered. 

and  Qquestionable  uses  of  law  .  .  .  expression.  TT\ough  discrimi- 
natory .  .  .  similar  acts  perpetuated  perpetrated  agaiiut  .  .  .  their 
existence  and  effects  upon  Arabs  and  Muslims  has  have  been  little 
acknowledged  inn  VS.  society, . . . 

30568<S-R520-U 

Amend  title  "Community  Life  and  Public  Education,"  p.  520, 
Book  of  Resolutions: 


At  the  heart .  .  .  persons.  ...  In  our  society  . . .  nurture  one  an- 
other and  create  for  all  an  atmosphere  .  . . 

The  Church  . . .  experiences  of  life.  It  is  in  community  that  men, 
women,  and  youth  and  children  discover  . . . 

Commuiuties  . . .  changes. . . .  This  polarization  along  class  and 
racial  lines  serves  . . .  entities  along  political,  social,  economic,  and 
educational  lines. 

The  development ...  are  there. . . .  We  affirm  the  1972  The 
United  Methodist  Church's  Statement  on  Housing. 
The  Local  Church  and  The  Local  Public  School 

In  innumerable  . . .  community. ...  By  virtue  of ...  to  affect.  This 
is  why  we  can  affirm  with  John  Wesley:  "the  world  is  [our]  par- 
ish." 

The  church  teaches  that  all  are  created  in  the  image  of  God  and 
blessed  by  the  Creator  with  the  gifts  of  creativity,  morality,  and 
reason.  In  a  pluralistic  and  democratic  society,  a  quality  public 
education  system  is  the  best  means  whereby  these  gifts  can  be 
nurtured  and  a  community  of  equality,  transcending  differences 
of  race,  ethnic  origins,  and  gender  can  be  built 

The  local  public  Public  schools  . .  .  communities. 

Some  of  the  . . .  are:  financial  inadequacies,  school  vouchers,  his- 
toric racial  attitudes,  lack  of  cultural  and  language  sensitivity, 
school  violence,  busing,  curriculum,  growing  professionalism  of 
teachers  and  administrators,  lack  of  parental  mvolvement,  and 
thelaek-of  well  informed  . . .  members. 

In  each  community,  the  local  United  Methodist  Church  is  re- 
sponsible for  being  a  catalyst  in  helping  the  entire  community  be- 
come sensitive  to  the  issues  of  public  education. 

We  believe  that  our  country  must  again  recommit  itself  to  pub- 
lic education  and  be  willing  to  pay  taxes  sufficient  to  develop 
quality  education,  and  attract  and  retain  quality  teachers.  We 
support  the  continuing  education  and  training  of  teachers  to 
better  prepare  them  to  deal  with  the  cultural  diversity  of  stu- 
dents. Priority  should  be  placed  on  recruitment  of  ethnic  minori- 
ties in  a  national  training  plan,  for  these  teachers  serve  as 
positive  role  models  and  instill  cultural  pride  in  minority  stu- 
dents. Living  within  a  global  society,  it  is  important  that  our 
children  be  bilingual  and  that  this  is  facilitated  through  the  pub- 
lic school  system. 

Though  state  and  local  governments  have  a  primary  responsi- 
bility for  public  education,  the  federal  government's  responsi- 
bility is  also  to  be  affirmed.  In  such  areas  as  racial  integration 
and  education  for  the  disadvantaged,  the  involvement  of  the  fed- 
eral government  is  crucial. 

As  the  nation  seeks  to  increase  excellence  in  education,  it  must 
continue  to  provide  quality  education  for  all.  New  immigrants, 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions,  poor  persons,  racial  mi- 
norities, and  women  must  nave  equal  access  to  quality  educa- 
tion. 

A  democratic  and  pluralistic  society  is  built  on  the  foundation 
of  commonly  sharecl  values  such  as  honesty,  truthfulness,  fair- 
ness, and  responsibility.  The  schools  also  have  the  task  of  teach- 
ing the  social  values  of  equality  amid  diversity,  civic 
participation,  and  justice  for  all. 

We  encourage  each  local  church  to  recognize  the  importance  of 
the  language,  culture  .  . . 

The  lack  of  opportunities  . .  .  and  cultures  of  all  ethnic  groups 
and  nationalities  races  is  reflected  . . . 

Our  judeo-Christian  theological  tradition  of  holy  living  reveals 
clearly  our  personal  accountability  to  almighty  Almighty  God  in 
relation  to  our  personal . . . 

Where  problems  exist,  it  is  especially  . . .  solutions. ...  It  is  also 
recommended  ...  in  finding  meaningful  solutions. 

The  continuation  of  a  democratic  and  pluralistic  society  in  the 
United  States  requires  a  public  education  system  that  produces 
quality  education  for  every  student,  so  that  all  might  contribute 
to  the  building  of  commutxity. 

We  encourage  state  government  to  budget  adequately  for  qual- 
ity education,  with  special  attention  given  to  low  income  areas, 
rather  than  to  tie  this  important  function  to  risky  funding  such 
as  lotteries. 

We  urge  general  boards  and  agencies  to  support  and  work  to- 
ward legislation  that  could  bring  meaningful  solutions  to  the 
challenges  facing  public  education. 

30847-CM-NonDis-O 
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Children  represent  the  future  of  human  civilization  and  the  fu- 
ture of  every  society.  To  permit  them  to  be  used  as  pawns  of  war- 
fare, whether  as  targets  or  perpetrators,  is  to  cast  a  shadow  on  the 
future.  From  generation  to  generation,  violence  begets  violence,  as 
the  abused  grow  up  to  become  abusers.  Children  who  are  thus  vi- 
olated carry  the  scars  of  fear  and  hatred  in  their  hearts  and  minds. 
Forced  to  learn  to  kill  instead  of  pursuing  education,  the  children 
of  conflict  lack  the  knowledge  and  skills  needed  to  build  their  own 
futures  and  futures  of  their  communities.  For  society,  the  lives  de- 
stroyed and  the  opportunities  lost  can  have  devastating  effects  on 
its  long-term  stability  and  development. 

As  the  Preamble  to  the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations  empha- 
sizes, our  first  duty  is  "to  save  succeeding  generations  from  the 
scourge  of  war".  In  this  we  have  failed  profoundly.  Not  only  are 
millions  of  children  still  the  victims  of  war,  far  too  often  they  are 
its  principal  targets  and  even  its  instruments.  Presently,  in  approx- 
imately 50  countries  around  the  world,  children  are  suffering  from 
the  effects  of  conflict  and  its  aftermath. 

For  all  the  children  deliberately  massacred  or  caught  in  crossfire 
or  maimed  by  anti-personnel  land  mines,  many  more  have  been 
deprived  of  their  physical,  mental  and  emotional  needs  in  societies 
at  war.  Millions  have  lost  their  homes  and  their  parents,  not  to 
mention  years  of  education  and  their  youth.  Some  have  been  per- 
manently traumatized  by  the  events  they  have  witnessed  and  ex- 
perienced. In  today's  internecine  conflicts,  children  are  specifically 
targeted  in  strategies  to  eliminate  the  next  generation  of  potential 
adversaries.  To  the  same  end,  children,  especially  girls,  have  been 
made  the  targets  of  sexual  abuse  and  gender-based  violence  on  a 
large  scale.  Most  cynically,  children  have  been  compelled  to  be- 
come instruments  of  war,  recruited  or  kidnaped  to  become  child 
soldiers,  thus  forced  to  give  violent  expression  to  the  hatred  of 
adults.  In  all,  an  estimated  2  million  children  have  been  killed  in 
situations  of  armed  conflict  since  1987,  while  three  times  that  num- 
ber have  been  seriously  injured  or  permanently  disabled. 

The  international  community  has  an  obligation  to  be  concerned 
about  the  protection  of  all  non-combatants  caught  in  the  midst  of 
violent  conflicts.  Yet  there  is  an  urgent  need  to  focus  special  atten- 
tion on  the  plight  of  children.  They  are  the  ones  least  responsible 
for  conflict,  yet  most  vulnerable  to  its  excesses.  Children,  as  the 
most  innocent  and  powerless  victims  of  armed  conflict,  require 
special  protection.  In  zones  of  conflict,  international  advocacy  and 
intercession  are  essential  to  ensure  that  parties  to  conflict  commit 
themselves  to  the  protection  of  children  from  exploitation,  abuse 
and  brutalization.  The  international  community  must  ensure  that 
those  who  target  children  do  not  continue  to  do  so  with  impunity. 

•Background  information  provided  verbatim  from  the  Report  of 
the  United  Nations  Secretary  General's  Special  Representative  for 
Children  and  Armed  Conflict  to  the  General  Assembly,  12  October 
1998,  "Protection  of  children  affected  by  armed  conflict." 

The  United  Methodist  Church  urges: 

l.The  General  Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  Church  and  Soci- 
ety, and  the  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  to  work 
with  local  churches  to  implement  the  recommendations  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  (Eighth  Assembly,  Harare,  Zimbabwe) 
to: 

Call  for  an  immediate  moratorium  on  the  recruitment  and  par- 
ticipation of  children  as  soldiers  and  the  demobilization  of  existing 
child  soldiers; 

C  work  to  prevent  the  compulsory  or  voluntary  recruitment  or 
re-recruitment  of  former  soldiers,  taking  particular  account  of  the 
needs  of  former  girl  soldiers; 

C  promote  the  establishment  of  international  standards  to  this 
effect,  in  particular  the  adoption  of  an  optional  protocol  to  the 
Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  raising  the  minimum  age 
from  15  to  18  years  for  all  forms  of  recruitment  and  participation 
in  hostilities;  and 

C  urge  their  national  governments  to  adopt  and  apply  such 
standards  in  their  own  national  legislation. 

2.The  General  Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  Church  and  Soci- 
ety, and  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  to: 

C  offer  humanitarian  assistance,  where  possible,  to  children 
traumatized  by  the  experience  of  having  been  a  child  soldier;  and 

C  urge  United  Methodists  in  the  United  States  to  demand  that 
the  United  States  Government  ratify  the  United  Nations  Conven- 
tion on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  which  only  the  United  States  and 
Somalia  have  not  ratified. 
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I.  Biblical  Theological  Grounding 

The  words  of  Micah  ring  out  clearly,  setting  the  tone  for  jus- 
tice ministries  in  the  Church:  "He  has  told  you,  O  Mortal,  what 
is  good;  and  what  does  the  Lord  require  of  you  but  to  do  justice, 
and  to  love  kindness,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  your  God?"  (Mi- 
cah 6:8) 

Justice  is  the  basic  principle  upon  which  God's  creation  has 
been  established.  It  is  an  integral  and  uncompromising  part  in 
God's  redemptive  process,  which  assures  wholeness.  Compas- 
sion is  characterized  by  sensitivity  to  God's  justice  and,  there- 
fore, sensitivity  to  God's  people. 

The  gospel,  through  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  conveys  the 
message  for  Christians  to  be  healers,  peacemakers,  and  reconcil- 
ers when  faced  with  brokenness,  violence,  and  vengeance. 
Through  love,  caring,  and  forgiveness,  Jesus  Christ  is  able  to 
transform  lives  and  restore  dignity  and  purpose  in  those  who 
were  willing  to  abide  by  his  principles. 

Jesus  was  concerned  about  victims  of  crime.  In  the  story  of  the 
Good  Samaritan,  Jesus  explored  the  responsibility  we  have  for 
those  who  have  been  victimized:  "'Which  of  these  three,  do  you 
think,  was  neighbor  to  the  man  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
robbers?'  He  said,  'The  one  who  showed  him  mercy.'  Jesus  said 
to  him,  'Go  and  do  likewise.'"  (Luke  10:36-37) 

Jesus  was  concerned  about  offenders,  those  who  victimize  oth- 
ers. He  rejected  vengeance  and  retribution  as  the  model  of  jus- 
tice to  be  used  for  relating  to  offenders:  "You  have  heard  that  it 
was  said,  'An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth.'  But  I  say  to 
you.  Do  not  resist  an  evildoer.  But  if  anyone  strikes  you  on  the 
right  cheek,  turn  the  other  also;...."  (Matthew  5:38ff.)  Jesus  also 
indicated  the  responsibility  Christians  have  for  offenders:  "I 
was  sick  and  you  took  care  of  me,  I  was  in  prison  and  you  vis- 
ited me....Truly  I  tell  you,  just  as  you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least  of 
these...  you  did  it  to  me."  (Matthew  25:36, 40) 

The  Apostle  Paul  believed  that  this  biblical  concept  of  justice 
which  was  reflected  in  the  life  of  Christ  was  a  primary  molder  of 
Christian  community  and  responsibility:  "All  this  is  from  God, 
who  reconciled  us  to  himself  through  Cfhrist,  and  has  given  us 
the  ministry  of  reconciliation;  that  is,  in  Christ  God  was  reconcil- 
ing the  world  to  himself,  not  counting  their  trespasses  against 
them,  and  entrusting  the  message  of  reconciliation  to  us."  (II  Co- 
rinthians 5:18-19) 

While  acknowledging  that  the  biblical  concept  of  justice  fo- 
cuses on  the  victim,  the  offender,  and  the  community  in  the 
hope  of  restoring  all  to  a  sense  of  God's  wholeness,  it  is  also  im- 
portant to  understand  that  our  Methodist  heritage  is  rich  with 
examples  of  ministries  carried  out  in  jails  and  prisons.  John 
Wesley  (and  others  in  his  inner  circle,  including  a  brother, 
Charles)  had  a  passion  for  those  in  prison.  As  early  as  1778,  the 
Methodist  Conference  adopted  action  making  it  the  duty  of  ev- 
ery Methodist  preacher  to  minister  to  those  who  were  incarcer- 
ated. United  Methodists  have  reaffirmed  and  expanded  the 
mandate  for  prison  ministry  and  reform  in  many  different  chap- 
ters of  our  denominational  history.  This  is  a  part  of  our  identity 
and  call. 

Criminal  justice  in  our  world  rarely  focuses  on  the  biblical  ini- 
tiatives of  restoration,  mercy,  wholeness,  and  shalom.  Out  of  a 
desire  to  punish  rather  than  restore,  governments  around  the 
world  have  made  retribution  the  heart  of  their  criminal  justice 
systems,  believing  that  this  will  deter  crime  and  violence.  The 
statistics  indicate  the  colossal  failure  of  retributive  justice. 
Therefore,  we  call  on  the  Church  to  embrace  the  biblical  concept 
of  Restorative  Justice  as  a  hopeful  alternative  to  our  present 
criminal  justice  codes.  Restorative  Justice  focuses  on  the  victim, 
the  offender,  and  the  community  in  the  desire  to  bring  healing 
and  wholeness  to  all. 

II.  Our  Current  Criminal  Justice  System:  A  Retributive  Justice 
System 

A.  Victims: 

When  crime  is  defined  as  the  breaking  of  a  law,  the  state 
(rather  than  the  victim)  is  posited  as  the  primary  victim.  Crimi- 
nal justice,  as  we  know  it,  focuses  little  or  no  attention  on  the 
needs  of  the  victim.  Legal  proceedings  inadvertently  cause  crime 
victims,  including  loved  ones,  to  experience  shock  and  a  sense  of 
helplessness  which  is  further  exacerbated  by  financial  loss,  spir- 
itual and  emotional  trauma,  and  often  a  lack  of  support  and  ai- 
rection.  Many  victims  feel  frustrated  because,  in  most  cases, 
there  seems  to  be  little  or  no  provision  for  them  to  be  heard  or  to 
be  notified  of  court  proceedings.  Victims,  moreover,  are  seldom 
given  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  their  offenders,  face  to  face. 
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in  order  to  personally  resolve  their  conflicts  and  to  move  toward 
healing,  authentic  reconciliation,  and  closure. 

B.  Offenders: 

Our  criminal  justice  systems  around  the  world  have  become 
increasingly  based  on  retribution.  This  focus  on  punishment  has 
resulted  in  massive  increases  in  the  number  of  incarcerated  per- 
sons across  the  globe.  Because  prisons  are  often  places  where  de- 
humanizing conditions  reinforce  negative  behavior,  present 
criminal  justice  systems  actually  perpetuate  a  cycle  of  violence, 
crime,  and  incarceration,  especially  among  those  whose  race,  ap- 
pearance, lifestyle,  economic  conditions,  or  beliefs  differ  from 
those  in  authority. 

Incarceration  is  costly.  Citizens  are  therefore  paying  billions  of 
dollars  for  the  support  of  systems  that  consistently  engender  a 
grossly  dehumanizing  experience  characterized  by  the  loss  of 
freedom,  the  loss  of  contact  with  family  and  friends,  the  loss  of 
self-determination,  the  loss  of  education,  the  loss  of  adequate 
medical  care,  and  the  loss  of  religious  freedom  and  opportuni- 
ties for  spiritual  growth. 

C  Community: 

Criminal  justice,  as  we  know  it,  is  retributive  justice.  It  is  con- 
sumed with  blame  and  pain.  It  is  a  system  of  retribution  that 
pays  little  or  no  consideration  to  the  root  causes  of  criminal  be- 
havior. It  does  not  aim  at  solutions  that  will  benefit  the  whole 
community  by  helping  the  community  to  repair  the  breach  and 
often  fails  to  come  to  terms  with  the  social  conditions  that  breed 
I        crime.  Retributive  justice  permanently  stigmatizes  the  offender 
I        for  past  actions,  thereby  creating  such  a  sense  of  alienation  from 
the  community  that  social  reintegration  is  virtually  impossible. 
An  offender  who  is  held  in  exile  away  from  the  community  can- 
not be  held  accountable  to  the  community  for  his  or  her  wrong- 
doing. An  ex-offender  who  is  ostracized  and  kept  in  exile  after 
paying  his  or  her  debt  to  society  is  further  violated.  He  or  she  is 
stripped  of  the  opportunity  to  fully  understand  the  conse- 
quences of  the  crime  committed,  to  make  restitution  to  the  vic- 
tim, to  be  reconciled  with  the  community,  or  to  heal  and  become 
a  viable  member  of  the  community. 

111.  Our  Vision  Of  Restorative  Justice 

The  gospel,  through  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  conveys  the 
message  for  Christians  to  be  healers,  peacemakers,  and  reconcil- 
ers when  faced  with  brokenness,  violence,  and  vengeance.  The 
concept  of  restorative  justice  shows  us  specific  ways  by  which  to 
transform  lives  and  effect  healing. 

Restorative  justice  asks:  Who  has  been  hurt?  What  are  their 
needs?  Whose  obligations  are  they? 

We  label  the  person  who  has  been  hurt  "the  victim."  But  the 
victim  is  essentially  a  survivor  who  need  not  remain  a  victim  for 
his  or  her  entire  life.  The  victim  needs  healing  and  emotional 
support.  Victims  (survivors)  want  people  to  recognize  the 
trauma  they  have  endured  and  how  this  trauma  has  affected 
their  lives  and  the  lives  of  their  loved  ones.  Often  survivors/vic- 
tims need  counseling,  assistance,  compensation,  information, 
and  services.  Victims/survivors  need  to  participate  in  their  own 
healing.  They  may  need  reparations  from  the  offender,  or  the 
victim  may  want  to  meet  the  offender  and  have  input  during  the 
trial,  sentencing  and  rehabilitation  process. 

During  the  healing  process,  the  victim  often  asks:  Why  me? 
What  kind  of  person  could  do  such  a  thing?  Therefore,  they  may 
want  to  meet  tneir  offender  to  receive  answers  to  such  questions. 
Victims  deserve  to  have  these  questions  answered  and  to  hear 
that  the  offender  is  truly  sorry. 

Victims  suffer  realpain;  however,  encouraging  vengeance 
does  not  heal  pain.  The  community  needs  to  aid  in  the  recovery 
of  the  victim.  The  community  can  Kelp  the  victim  by  not  ostra- 
cizing him  or  her,  by  learning  how  to  accept  him  or  her  as  a  per- 
son and  not  just  a  victim. 

Offenders  are  harmed  as  well.  An  offender  is  harmed  by  being 
labeled  for  life  as  an  offender.  One  or  more  bad  decisions  or  ac- 
tions sometimes  measures  the  total  of  an  offender's  life. Of- 
fenders are  further  harmed  when  they  are  denied  the 
opportunity  to  make  amends,  to  have  respectful  interaction  with 
others,  and  to  develop  healthy  social  skills  before,  during  or  af- 
ter incarceration.  Often  young  offenders  do  not  have  corutruc- 
tive  guidance  or  a  good  role  model  in  the  community. 
Sometimes  they  need  treatment  for  a  disorder,  life  skills  devel- 
opment or  mentoring  with  clear  and  achievable  expectations  of 
heightened  self-awareness  and  accountability. 

The  victim  and  the  community  need  to  identify  ways  the  of- 
fender can  remedy  hurt  and  harm  caused.  The  otfencler  needs  to 


understand  how  his  or  her  behavior  affected  others,  and  ac- 
knowledge that  the  behavior  was  indeed  harmful.  The  offender 
needs  to  be  transformed  into  a  contributing  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity with  a  system  of  limits  and  support 

Crime  hurts  the  community.  When  crime  occurs,  the  neighbor- 
hood is  disrupted;  people  become  more  isolated,  fearful,  dis- 
Irusting,  and  uninterested  in  the  community.  Restorative  justice 
helps  to  release  the  community  members  from  their  fear  of 
crime;  it  empowers  them  with  the  knowledge  that  circumstances 
are  not  out  of  their  control.  The  community  needs  to  express 
pain  and  anger  to  the  one  or  ones  who  caused  the  harm.  How- 
ever, we  need  to  take  one  step  further  by  helping  in  the  healing 
process.  We  need  to  understand  and  address  the  causes  of  crime 
to  prevent  future  occurrences.  Tlie  victim,  community,  and  of- 
fender (when  possible)  need  to  help  others  who  face  similar 
struggles. 

Restorative  justice  opens  the  opportunities  for  personal  and 
community  transformatioit.  This  transformation  cannot  be 
mapped,  planned,  or  put  into  a  program  or  structure.  Neverthe- 
less, it  can  be  encouraged  and  nurtured. 

United  Methodists  have  the  will,  the  vision,  the  opportunity, 
and  the  responsibility  to  be  advocates  for  systemic  change.  We 
are  called  to  minister  with  all  parties  affected  by  crime:  me  vic- 
tim, the  offender  and  the  community. 

Expectations  are  high  for  the  faith  community  to  lead  the  way 
in  practicing  restorative  justice.  We  need  to  own  and  advocate  a 
vision  of  restorative  justice.  We  need  to  be  supportive  to  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  who  are  victims,  offenders,  and  their 
families,  and  especially  to  those  who  work  toward  restoration  in 
the  criminal  justice  system. 

The  Church  must  initiate  models  of  restorative  justice  with 
service  providers,  policy  makers,  and  law  enforcement  We  need 
to  work  in  partnership  with  the  criminal  justice  system  to  make 
it  more  open,  accessible,  humane,  effective,  and  rehabilitative, 
and  less  costly.  We  need  to  see  our  own  complicity  in  commu- 
nity breakdowns  and  in  the  racism  and  classism  present  in  the 
enactment  and  enforcement  of  criminal  law.  We  must  also  advo- 
cate for  social  and  economic  justice  to  see  the  restoration  and 
strengthening  of  our  communities.IV.  A  Call  To  Action 

As  United  Methodists  we  are  called  to: 

repent  of  the  sin  we  have  committed  that  has  fostered  retribu- 
tive justice; 

speak  prophetically  and  consistently  against  dehumanization 
in  the  criminal  justice  system; 

establish  Restorative  Justice  as  the  theological  ground  for 
ministries  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  to  build  bridges 
of  collaboration  and  cooperation  to  advance  the  practice  of  Re- 
storative Justice  with  boards  and  agencies  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  with  United  Methodist  and  other  Methodist 
communions  around  the  globe,  with  other  faith  communities  in 
the  United  States  and  worldwide;  and  with  non-profit  organiza- 
tions, and/or  governmental  organizatioiu; 

intensify  our  redemptive  ministries  with  those  who  work  in 
criminal  justice,  victims  of  crime  and  their  families,  those  who 
are  incarcerated  in  jails  and  prisons  and  their  families,  and  com- 
munities traumatized  by  crime. 

At  the  General  Church  Level: 

1.  Restorative  Justice  Ministries  Inter-Agency  Task  Force: 

Continue  and  expand  the  work  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  Restorative  Justice  Ministries  through  the 
Inter-Agency  Task  Force,  which  serves  as  the  global  coordinat- 
ing committee  for  criminal  justice  and  mercy  ministries  man- 
dated by  the  1996  General  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  by  the  following: 

A.  Maintain  and  broaden  the  involvement  of  general  agencies 
in  this  Task  Force,  including:  the  General  Boardof  Global  Min- 
istries (as  'lead"  or  "administrative  agency"),  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  the  General  Board  otHigner  Education  and 
Ministry,  the  (General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  other  rele- 
vant agencies  and  initiatives. 

B.  Fulfill  these  specific  functions: 

Provide  a  biblical-theological  basis  for  a  restorative  justice  ap- 
proach to  criminal  justice. 

Be  a  center  for  resourcing  teaching,  learning,  and  networking. 

Work  collegially  with  other  groups  and  organizations  whether 
they  are  inside  or  outside  the  denomination,  religious  or  secular, 
by  finding  common  ground  to  bring  about  systemic  change  in 
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the  spirit  of  mediation  (even  when  there  is  disagreement  about 
theological  rationale). 

Coordinate  the  training,  networking,  and  advocacy  for  Restor- 
ative Justice  Ministries  or  The  United  Methodist  Church  by 
working  with  jurisdictions,  annual  conferences,  central  confer- 
ences,  districts,  local  United  Methodist  Churches  and  their  com- 
munities.CServe  as  the  primary  advocate  and  interpreter  of 
Restorative  Justice  Ministries. 

Identify  and  expand  critical  models  and  facilitate  the  develop- 
ment of  Restorative  Justice  Ministries,  on  a  global  basis,  at  all 
levels  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Manage  the  Restorative  Justice  Ministries  budget  and  assist  in 
procuring  additional  funding  for  these  ministries  in  strategic  lo- 
cations across  the  Church. 

2.  Specific  General  Church  Agencies: 

A.  Identify  and  implement  disciplinary  functions  that  can 
strengthen  The  United  Methodist  Church's  effectiveness  in  the 
area  of  restorative  justice. 

B.  Continue  to  implement  and  expand  the  special  mandates 
from  the  1996  General  Conference. 

At  Conference  and  Jurisdictional  Levels: 

1.  Support  networking  at  annual  conference,  central  confer- 
ence, jurisdiction,  and  other  levels  to  expedite  processes  of  train- 
ing and  resource  sharing. 

2.  Encourage  annual  conferences  to  establish  inter-agency  re- 
storative justice  task  forces  to  coordinate  restorative  justice  min- 
istries within  their  bounds,  with  special  emphasis  on 
partnership  with  the  Restorative  Justice  Ministries  Inter-Agency 
Task  Force  and  the  facilitation  and  resourcing  of  local  church 
ministries. 

At  the  Local  Level: 

1.  Encourage  local  congregations  to  provide  adult  and  youth 
education  programs  on  restorative  justice:  theory,  practice,  is- 
sues, models,  resources  (utilizing  curriculum  resources,  printed 
and  audio-visual,  provided  through  the  above  mentioned 
connectional  sources). 

2.  Encourage  congregations  to  provide  safe  space  to  enable 
people  to  share  real  experiences  of  victimization,  incarceration, 
or  other  direct  encounters  with  the  criminal  justice  system 
and/or  restorative  justice  processes. 

3.  Encourage  congregations  to  schedule  a  "Restorative  Justice 
Ministries  Sunday"  to  generate  deeper  awareness  by  the  entire 
congregation  regarding  the  contrasting  paradigms  of  retributive 
justice  and  restorative  justice — and  their  different  outcomes. 

4.  Encourage  congregations  to  organize  or  form  direct  service 
and/or  advocacy  efforts  to  support  the  work  of  restorative  jus- 
tice. 

5.  Work  with  local  ecumenical  and/or  interfaith  agencies  and 
other  community  agencies  to: 

Convene  consultations  of  representatives  of  the  restorative 
justice  community  to  define  policy/legislative  needs  and  strate- 
gies. 

Encourage/resource  congregations  to  work  on  restorative  jus- 
tice— working  through  regional  judicatories  and  media. 

Encourage/initiate  dialogue  with  correctional/criminal  justice 
system  officials. 

Identify  and  nurture  criminal  justice  system  leaders  (e.g., 
judges,  attorneys,  wardens,  police,  etc.)  regarding  "restorative 
justice." 

Involve  local  congregations  in  ministries  with  juvenile  deten- 
tion centers  and  domestic  violence  centers  . 

Build  covenant  discipleship  groups  at  the  local  level  for  re- 
storative justice  advocates,  as  well  as  for  other  persons  involved 
in  the  criminal  justice  system. 

Promote  victim-offender  mediation  and  other  restorative  jus- 
lice  processes. 

Identify  and  develop  coalitional  partnerships  with  victims  as- 
sistance groups,  advocacy  groups,  jail  and  prison  ministry 
groups,  ex-offender  assistance  groups,  etc. 

Plan  and  implement  strategies  for  advocacy  that  encourage 
legislative  support  for  restorative  justice  programs. 

30861 -CM-R685-U 
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During  the  1996-2000  Quadrennium,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  in  consultation  with  the  National  Federation  of 
Asian  American  United  Methodists,  established  a  committee  to 
fulfill  the  mandated  of  the  1996  General  Conference  on  Asian 
American  Language  Ministry  Study.  The  comnuttee  consisted  of 
two  representatives  from  each  of  the  ten  (10)  sub-ethnic  caucuses 
of  the  Asian  American  United  Methodist  community  who  were 
elected  by  their  own  caucuses.  Staff  who  have  responsibilities 
with  racial  ethnic  concerns  and  ministries  from  program  boards 
and  agencies  were  also  invited  as  resource  persons.  The  primary 
tasks  of  the  Asian  American  Language  Ministry  Study  Committee 
were  to  (1)  research  and  study  the  needs  in  Asian  American  com- 
munities; (2)  develop  recommendations  to  address  those  needs; 
and  (3)  establish  priorities  on  the  funding  of  programs  that  would 
begin  to  develop  ministries  in  the  communities  that  would  reach 
Asian  Americans. 

Findings 

Through  this  research  and  study,  members  of  the  committee  de- 
veloped the  following  findings  that  would  help  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  to  develop  ministries  that  would  address  the  needs 
in  Asian  American  communities: 

There  is  an  urgent  need  to  develop  new  ministries,  fellowships, 
and  congregations.  With  sufficient  resources  and  support.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  could  begin  1(X)  new  Asian  American 
congregations,  ministries,  and  fellowships  in  the  2000-2004  Qua- 
drennium. This  could  be  done  with  the  joint  effort  of  the  general 
boards  and  agencies,  annual  conferences,  districts,  and  others. 

Currently,  there  is  a  shortage  of  leadership  to  supply  the  minis- 
tries that  are  in  existence.  There  is  a  need  to  Degin  recruiting  and 
training  leadership — ordained  clergy,  local  pastors,  lay  missioners, 
lay  speakers,  etc.-to  provide  leadership  for  the  current  and  new 
ministries.  We  will  need  approximately  150-200  new  leaders  to 
serve  these  ministries. 

As  new  ministries  are  developed,  leadership  traiiung  will  need 
to  be  initiated  for  the  laity.  They  will  need  to  be  language-specific 
so  that  persons  are  better  able  to  understand  the  messages  being 
conveyed. 

Education  is  extremely  important  in  Asian  American  immigrant 
communities.  We  have  found  that  there  are  few  United  Methodist 
campus  ministries  that  reach  the  college  age  youth.  Many  of  the 
young  persons  in  our  churches  do  not  return  after  college.  While 
in  college,  they  are  reached  by  Campus  Crusade  and  Intervarsity 
which  are  hignly  organized  to  reach  Asian  American  young  peo- 
ple.There  is  a  need  to  develop  strong  ministries  on  many  key  cam- 
puses where  there  are  large  Asian  American  enrollments. 

Resource  material  that  is  language-specific  for  the  newer  immi- 
grant communities  is  vitally  importantjMew  language  resources 
would  include  evangelism  material,  Sunday  School  curriculum, 
leadership  development  material,  stewardship  material,  hymnals, 
and  other  United  Methodist  resources.Currently,  material  in  the 
Korean  language  has  been  developed  to  reach  tne  Korean  commu- 
nity. 

These  new  ministries  are  also  in  need  of  leadership  that  works 
with  them  in  addressing  the  needs  in  the  community.The  training 
and  use  of  community  developers  needs  to  be  an  important  com- 
ponent for  reaching  tne  community. 

Recommendations:  Common  Needs  and  Strategies 

The  Asian  American  Language  Ministry  Study  Committee,  in 
conjunction  with  the  National  Federation  of  Asian  American 
United  Methodists  and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
recommends  the  following  for  the  quadrennium  2001-2004: 

Development  of  New  Congregations 

The  sub-ethnic  caucuses  are  prepared  to  work  with  districts,  an- 
nual conferences,  and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  es- 
tablishing new  congregations/ministries/fellowships.  There  is  an 
urgency  to  reach  the  new  immigrant  communities  where  there  are 
no  United  Methodist  language  ministries  in  existence.  Studies 
have  been  conducted  by  the  sub-ethnic  groups  to  determine  the 
strategic  placement  of  these  new  congregahons/ministries/fellow- 
ships.  Support  is  needed  in  order  to  develop  strong  ministries.  The 
potential  number  of  new  congregations  to  be  deveTof)ed  is  larger 
than  there  are  funds  available  in  any  one  place  in  the  church. 
Through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  all  of  these  groups,  strong  vital 
congregations  can  be  developed.  Sub-ethnic  groups  will  be  asked 
to  provide  suggested  ways  tnat  the  development  of  these  new  con- 
gregations may  be  accomplished. 

Recruitment  and  Training  of  Pastoral  and  Lay  Leadership 
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In  order  to  develop  Ihese  new  congregations,  one  of  the  most 
pressing  needs  for  Asian  American  United  Methodists  is  the  re- 
cruitment and  training  of  language  ministers.  With  the  exception 
of  the  Korean  American  United  Methodist  community,  where 
there  is  an  ample  supply  of  language  speaking  ministers.  Asian 
Amencan  churches  are  in  dire  neeofof  ministers  who  can  speak 
the  native  tongue  of  new  immigrants.  A  number  of  diverse  minis- 
ters fluent  in  different  languages  (such  as  Mandarin,  Cantonese, 
Amoy/Taiwanese,  Tagalog,  itocano,  Vietnamese,  Cambodian, 
Laotian,  Hmong,  Urdu,  Hindi,  Cujarati,  Telugu,  Tamil,  and/or 
Japanese)  are  needed  to  ser%'e  these  congregations. 

There  is  also  a  need  to  provide  adequate  training  for  the  leader- 
ship in  these  communities.  Many  of  the  existing  churches  are 
ser\-ed  by  local  pastors.  These  local  pastors  need  to  be  provided 
with  adequate  trairung  in  order  to  serve  their  churches  and  de- 
velop new  congregations.  Until  more  persons  are  trained  for  the 
ordained  ministry,  there  is  a  need  to  also  provide  training  for  lay 
persons  who  can'sen-e  churches  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

Development  of  Community  Ministries 

Immigrant  congregations  have  a  different  sociological  dyrumic. 
The  immigrant  churches  are  and  can  be  important  vehicles  to 
transmit  one's  own  cultural  heritage  to  the  following  generations. 
The  immigrant  churches  are  not  only  faith  communities,  but  they 
function  in  our  society  as  a  place  where  meaningful  programs  and 
activities  take  place.  Cultural  activities,  language  schools,  after 
school  programs,  tutoring  programs,  citizer\ship  classes,  and  social 
welfare  programs  for  new  immigrants  are  carried  out  by  these 
faith  communities.  Immigrant  churches  are  most  suited  to 
strengthen  outreach  mirustries  and  family  mirustries  and  are  im- 
portant sodal  organizations  in  the  immigrant  community.  Local 
immigrant  congregations  provide  a  vital  role  in  the  immigrant 
community  in  providing  tnese  services. 

Development  of  Language  Resources  and  Materials 
In  order  for  language  ministries  to  be  effective  and  successful, 
adequate  language  resources  need  to  be  developed.  Language  ma- 
terials from  their  native  countries  do  not  reflect  the  different  social 
settings  in  the  United  States  and  are,  consequently,  not  useful  for 
congregations  in  the  US.  Asian  American  cnurches  find  that  they 
need  to  develop  their  own  resource  materials  that  would  ade- 
quately cover  and  support  their  ministry.  Worship  resources  such 
as  hymnals  and  liturgies  are  needed.  The  material  must  be 
user-friendly  to  the  Asian  American.  Sundav  school  materials  de- 
veloped in  one's  own  language  with  examples  that  are  familiar  are 
important. 

Recommendation 

There  is  an  urgent  need  to  support  the  Asian  American  commu- 
nity by  providing  the  resources  that  will  help  to  make  the  develop- 
ment of  these  congregations  and  ministries  effective.  With  ten 
language  groups,  developing  new  congregations  and  ministries  is 
more  complex  than  developing  the  same  with  single  language 
groujjs.  No  one  agency  can  provide  the  support  that  is  needed  in 
order  to  develop  tnese  new  congregations,  train  new  leadership, 
develop  outreach  mirustries  and  new  resource  materials.  It  will 
take  collaborative  efforts  on  the  part  of  all  levels  of  the  church. 

Implementation 

In  order  to  implement  the  Asian  American  Language  Ministry,  a 
committee  will  need  to  be  established.  It  is  recommended  that  the 
committee  be  composed  of  the  following  persons/categories: 

-Twenty  (20)  Asian  American  sub-ethnic  caucus  members  (se- 
lected by  the  caucuses) 

-Oive  (I)  staff  of  the  Asian  American  Ministries  Office  of  the 
Oneral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

-One  (1 )  staff  related  to  racial/ethnic  ministries  from  each  of  the 
general  agencies  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 

-One  (1 )  staff  of  the  Naboi\al  Federation  of  Asian  American 
United  MethodisU 

-Other  persons  as  needed  (to  be  determined  by  the  committee) 

The  committee  will  meet  annually  to;  (1)  determine  the  mirus- 
tries that  will  be  developed  for  that  current  vear,  (2)  recommend 
funding  for  new  or  continuing  projects;  (3)  develop  guide- 
lines/understandings for  the  use  of  the  funds;  (4)  develop  reports 
on  the  ministries  that  are  in  process;  (5)  evaluate  projects  funded; 
(6)  recommend  changes  in  order  to  accomplish  the  work;  (7)  work 
to  support  each  others  work;  and  (8)  develop  recommendations 
for  the  following  quadrennium. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  provide  adnunistra- 
tivc  oversight  of  this  program.  Annual  conferences  will  be  encour- 
aged to  participate  in  the  development  of  these  new  ministries. 


2(X)l-2004  Proposed  Budget 

It  is  recommended  that  a  budget  of  $1,820,000  be  approved  to 
support  the  development  of  new  Asian  American  congregation, 
development  and  training  of  new  leadership,  development  of 
community  ministries,  and  language  resource  development. 

Annual  Program  Expenses:  Grants/Prograrm 

New  Congregational  Development  $180,000 

Community  Development  70,000 

Leadership  Development   70,000 

Laymen,  Laywomen,  Youth  $40,(XX) 
Ministerial  30,000 

Resource  Development   60,000 
Worship  Resources  Worship  Resources20,000 
Educational  Resources  40,000 

Program  Support  Services    75,000 

Administration   30,000 

Consultation  Expenses45,000 

$455,000 

30867-GM-NonDis-O$ 

A.  Mobilization 

As  we  enter  the  new  millennium,  we  beUeve  that  (Sod  calls  alt  of 
us  to  a  ministry  of  hospitality,  evangelism,  service,  social  justice, 
and  outreach.  In  order  to  respond  to  that  call,  the  National  Plan  for 
Hisparuc  Ministry  presents  the  following  strategy  to  mobilize  and 
equip  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  mission  in  the  2001-2004 
quadrennium: 

1.  Annual  Conferences 

a.  Mission  Initiative  Grants  and  Acompaiiamiento 

During  the  1997-2000  quadrennium,  the  mobilization  of  annual 
conferences  has  just  begun.  The  goal  of  assisting  at  least  20  armual 
conferences  with  a  process  of  acompaiiamiento  as  well  as  finanaal 
resources  led  to  the  development  of  new  ministries  and  the  expan- 
sion of  others.  Acompanamienlo  required  aimual  conferences  to 
gather  and  review  ciata,  formulate  plans,  and  participate  in  an  on- 
going assessment  and  review.  At  least  fifteen  other  annual  confer- 
ences responded  to  the  vision  and  are  requesting  aid  beyond  the 
resources  allocated  by  the  19%  General  (Conference.  It  is  expected, 
therefore,  that  the  Plan  will  continue  to  provide  resources,  includ- 
ing grants,  that  will  enable  the  participating  annual  conferences  to 
mobilize  their  own  resources. 

b.  Conference  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries 

While  one  goal  of  the  National  Plan  is  to  emjKjwer  the  creation 
and  strengthening  of  faith  communities  and  local  congregations, 
the  armual  conferences  provide  the  context  in  which  Hispanic 
ministries  develop  and  grow  strong,  where  leadership  is  discov- 
ered and  developed,  and  where  new  opportunities  for  outreach 
and  witness  become  evident.  Therefore,  the  Plan  calls  on  each  an- 
nual conference  to  organize  a  Conference  Committee  on  Hispanic 
Ministries  (CCHM),  or  its  equivalent,  which  will  oversee  the  im- 
plementation of  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  within  the 
conference  in  coordination  with  the  office  responsible  for  imple- 
menting the  National  Plan.  It  is  recommended  that  this  committee 
be  composed  of  persons  representing  local  Hispanic  ministries, 
district  representatives  in  regioris  with  significant  Hispanic  popu- 
lations, and  representatives  From  the  cabinet  and  other  appropriate 
conference  agencies.  The  committee's  membership  should  reflect 
the  conference's  diversity. 

2.  Local  Congregations 

a.  Developing  Plans 

The  National  Plan  affirms  the  understanding  that  mission  begins 
at  the  local  level.  Therefore,  all  congregations — Hispanic  or 
non-Hispanic — are  challenged  to  exarrune  their  communities,  to 
identify  specific  needs  for  ministry,  and  to  become  centers  of  mis- 
sion and  evangelization  with  Hispanics.  Congregations  that  re- 
spond to  identified  needs  can  draw  support  from  appropriate 
conference  entities  and  assistance  from  general  agencies'  re- 
sources— including  designed  programs — that  will  help  them  as 
they  mobihze  for  ministry. 

b.  Revitalizing  and  Mobilizing  Hispanic  Local  Churches 
Such  programs  for  mobilizing  Hispanic  local  churches,  devel- 
oped by  the  (General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  C^eneral  Board 
of  Global  Ministnes,  are  being  lesteid  in  three  conferences.  In  the 
2001-2004  quadrennium,  regional  faalitators  will  be  trained  in 
each  junsdiction.  They  will  serve  as  resource  persons  to  assist  local 
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churches  so  that  they  may  become  centers  of  mission  in  their  par- 
ticular communities. 

c.  Mobilizing  Non-Hispanic  Local  Churches  for  Hispanic  Min- 
istry 

During  the  past  quadrennium,  significant  efforts  have  been 
started  to  mobilize  non-Hispanic  churches  to  be  in  ministry  with 
Hispanic  persons  in  their  communities.  There  has  been  a  good  re- 
sponse to  these  efforts  and  an  increased  number  of  congregations 
have  become  involved  in  developing  new  mir\istries.  As  a  result  of 
five  regional  consultations  in  1998,  orientations/training  events 
have  been  held  with  a  focus  on  resourcing  non-Hispanic  churches 
and  conference  leaders.  Resource  materials  have  been  developed 
to  assist  these  congregations  in  understanding  the  changing  profile 
of  their  communities,  the  challenges  and  opportunities  for  cross 
cultural  ministry,  and  effective  ways  to  be  responsive  to  the  needs 
of  the  Hispanic  population  in  their  community.  However,  as  the 
Hispanic  population  continues  to  grow  at  a  rapid  rate  and  com- 
munities experience  the  resulting  cultural  shifts  and  changes,  the 
need  to  continue  this  support,  networking  and  resource  for 
non-Hispanic  congregations  is  more  important  than  ever  to  the  vi- 
tality and  success  of  tne  National  Plan.  The  continuation  of  these 
efforts  is  an  important  reminder  that  the  plan  is  a  ministry  of  and 
for  the  wliole  United  Methodist  Church. 

3.  Mobilizing  Leadership  for  Mission 

a.  Training  Clergy  Leaders 

With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Hispanic  population  and  the  in- 
creased desire  of  churches  to  be  in  ministry  with  Hispanics,  the 
need  for  trained  clergy  has  also  increased.  Seminaries  continue  to 
be  the  traditional  and  primary  route  for  the  theological  education 
of  most  clergy.  At  the  present  time,  a  majority  of  Hisparuc  pastors 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  trained  through  tne  Course  of 
Study  Schools,  an  alternative  path  for  theological  education.  Semi- 
naries, Hispanic  regional  training  centers,  and  conference  insti- 
tutes also  provide  updated  training  for  Hispanic  and  non-Hispanic 
ministers  and  local  church  leaders  engaged  in  ministry  with  His- 
panics. Because  of  the  urgency  of  unoergirding  Hispanic  mirustry 
with  qualified  leadership,  it  is  crucial  that  incentive  grants  be 
made  available  to  develop  relevant  programs; 

1)  To  enable  United  Methodist  seminaries,  in  collaboration  with 
Hispanic  regional/conference  training  centers/ institutes  for  min- 
istry to  develop  specific  programs  that  will  prepare  clergy  for  ef- 
fective ministry  with  Hispanics. 

2)To  strengthen  Hispanic  regional/conference  training  cen- 
ters/institutes in  order  to  continue  developing  training  opportuni- 
ties in  Hispanic  ministries  for  both  lay  leaders  and  clergy,  in 
collaboration  with  United  Methodist  seminaries. 

3)  To  strengthen  the  Spanish-language  Course  of  Study  program 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  a  1998  consultation 
with  Spanish  Course  of  Study  School  personnel  and  United  Meth- 
odist seminary  representatives,  sponsored  by  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in  collaboration  with  the  Na- 
tional Plan  Office. 

4)  To  strengthen  efforts  to  develop  recruitment  and  training  op- 
portunities of  lay  leaders  and  clergy  for  Hispanic  ministry. 

b.  Equipping  Facilitator-Trainers 

Leadership  development  is  a  key  component  of  the  National 
Plan.  It  is  envisioned  that  the  plan  will  continue  to  train  lay  and 
clergy  leadership— Hispanic  and  non-Hispanic — for  ministries 
with  Hispanics.  The  basic  curriculum  for  the  training  of  teams  of 
lay  missioners  and  pastor-mentors,  consisting  of  Module  I  and  II, 
will  need  to  be  updated.  Module  111  workshops,  which  provide 
continuing  education  for  the  same  ministry  teams  and  other  train- 
ing opportunities  for  church  leaders,  will  need  to  be  designed  to 
respond  to  the  present  and  growing  challenges.  National,  regional, 
and  conference  facilitator-trainers  will  also  need  on-going  training 
for  effective  leadership. 

c.  Linking  with  Church-wide  Mission  Initiative  Programs 
The  National  Plan  will  continue  to  support  and  work  in  collabo- 
ration with  the  church-wide  mission  initiatives.  It  will  explore  spe- 
cific places  where  communities  of  shalom  can  cooperate  to 
enhance  the  impact  of  the  gospel  in  those  communities.  The  Plan 
will  support  and  work  jointly  in  the  training  programs  of  the  Pro- 
gram of  Substance  Abuse  and  Related  Violence  and  the  Program 
on  Restorative  Justice  Ministries  in  order  to  help  lay  missioners, 
clergy,  and  other  interested  persons  become  increasingly  involved 
and  Detter  equipped  to  serve  in  such  ministries.  The  Plan  will  also 
continue  its  collaboration  with  the  Shared  Mission  Focus  on 
Young  People,  promoting  the  development  of  youth  ministries,  as 
well  as  resources  for  and  training  of  youth  ancl  youth  leaders. 


Those  working  to  establish  the  Plan  will  seek  to  learn  from  the  ex- 
periences andlessons  learned  by  those  engaged  in  Strengthening 
the  Black  Church  for  the  21st  Century  ancfthe  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan;  they  will  continue  to  cooperate  in  issues  of 
mutual  interest  and  concern. 

d.  Strengthening  LiiOcages  with  Hispanic  Annual  Conferences 
and  with  CIEMAL 

From  its  inception,  the  National  Plan  has  included  the  participa- 
tion and  contributions  of  representatives  from  CIEMAL  (the  Coun- 
cil of  Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  of  Latin  America  and  the 
Carribean)  and  of  the  two  Hispanic  conferences;  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference  and  the  conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto 
Rico.  Both  Hispanic  conferences  have  provided  lay  and  clergy 
leadership  to  other  conferences  in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
that  have  become  involved  in  ministries  v^rith  Hispanics  as  persons 
have  moved  from  one  part  of  the  United  States  to  another.  Con- 
tinuing Hispanic/Latino  population  migration  and  growth  in  the 
United  States  has  also  included  persons  coming  from  sister 
churches  in  Latin  America.  It  is  vital  to  the  mission  of  our  church 
with  Hispanics/Latinos,  through  the  National  Plan,  to  enable  re- 
ciprocal sharing  of  leadership,  training  resources,  and  program 
strategies  v^nth  both  Hispanic  conferences  and  CIEMAL. 
Strengthening  of  those  linkages  will  provide  opportunities  for 
more  effective  coordination  of  the  processes  involved  in  recruit- 
ment and  deployment  of  personnel. 

B.  Support 

1.  Commitments  of  General  Agencies  Supporting  the  Mission 

a.  General  Board  of  Discipleship 

-Collaborate  with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  revi- 
talize and  mobilize  local  churches  for  ministry  vWth  Hispanics  by 
the  production  of  resources  and  training  programs  for  local  church 
leaciers.  This  is  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Hispanic  Ministries. 

-Continue  updating  curriculum  for  the  training  of  lay  missioners 
and  pastor-mentor  teams,  and  develop  Module  HI  workshops  for 
these  teams  and  other  church  leaders  about  topics  such  as  minis- 
tries for  children  and  with  youth,  stewardship,  liturgy  and  music. 

-Continue  updating  the  training  of  national  and  regional  facilita- 
tor-trainers so  they  can  lead  workshops  for  lay  missioners  and 
pastor-mentors  more  effectively. 

-Design  and  produce  resource  materials  and  trairung  programs 
to  assist  non-Hispanic  churches  in  ministry  with  Hispanics,  in  col- 
laboration with  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries  and  other 
general  agencies. 

-Produce  guidelines  and  support  systems  in  annual  conferences 
for  the  recruitment,  training,  assignment,  and  support  of  lay  mis- 
sioner  and  pastor-mentor  teams  in  Hispanic  ministries. 

-Collaborate  with  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries  and 
other  general  agencies  to  design,  test,  and  perfect  model  programs 
and  resources  to  respond  to  identified  needs  in  implementing  the 
National  Plan. 

b.  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

-Continue  to  revise  and  develop  Module  III  workshops  for  lay 
missioners  and  pastor  mentor  teams  and  other  church  leaders  in- 
cluding substance  abuse,  immigration,  domestic  violence,  restor- 
ative justice,  and  other  critical  issues,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries. 

-Design  and  produce  resource  materials  and  training  programs 
to  assist  non-Hispanic  churches  in  ministry  with  Hispanics  in  col- 
laboration with  tne  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries  and  other 
general  agencies. 

-Collaborate  with  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries  and 
other  general  agencies  to  design,  test,  and  perfect  model  programs 
and  resources  to  respond  to  identified  needs  in  implementing  the 
National  Plan. 

c.  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

-  Provide  a  process,  in  collaboration  with  the  Committee  on  His- 
panic Ministries,  to  award  grants  to  United  Methodist  seminaries 
so  they  may  develop  program  incentive  in  conjunction  with  re- 
gional and  conference  Hispanic  training  centers/institutes,  specific 
clergy  leadership  programs,  training  opportunities,  and  resources 
for  ministry  with  Hispanics,  based  on  the  guidelines  developed  by 
the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries. 

-Follow  up  the  1998  consultation  on  the  Spanish-language 
Course  of  Study  Schools,  implement  its  recommendations,  and 
continue  to  assess  its  progress  and  effectiveness. 
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■Design  programs  and  resources  to  recruit  and  cultivate  His- 
panic persons,  with  special  attention  to  youth/young  adults,  for 
the  ordained  and  licensed  ministry  (deacons,  elders,  local  pastors). 

-Design  programs  and  resources  to  recruit  and  cultivate 
non-Hispanic  persons  for  the  ordained  and  licensed  ministry  (dea- 
cons, elaers,  local  pastors)  to  serve  in  Hispanic  ministries. 

-Continue  to  revise  and  develop  Module  III  workshops  for  lay 
missioners  and 

pastor-mentor  teams  and  other  church  leaders,  including  the  re- 
tooling of  clergy,  campus  ministry.  Christian  vocatior\s  ana 
mentoring,  as  needed,  to  respond  to  new  and  ongoing  challenges. 

■Design  and  produce  resource  materials  and  training  programs 
to  assist  non-Hispanic  churches  in  ministry  with  Hispanics,  in  col- 
laboration with  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries  and  other 
general  agencies. 

-Continue  to  explore  alternative  approaches  for  recruitment  and 
retention  of  Hispanic  students  in  insbtutions  of  higher  education. 

-Collaborate  with  the  Committee  on  Hisparuc  Ministries  and 
other  general  agencies  to  design,  test,  and  perfect  model  programs 
and  resources  to  respond  to  identified  needs  in  implementing  the 
National  Plan 

d.  General  Board  of  Global  Miiustries 

-Provide  a  system  of  acompammiento  and  resource  grants  assist- 
ing annual  conferences  to  respond  to  strategic  opportunities  for 
mission,  based  on  the  guidelines  developeciin  collaboration  with 
the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries. 

-Collaborate  with  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  the  revi- 
talization  and  mobilization  of  local  churches  for  ministry  with  His- 
panics, and  produce  the  necessary  resources  and  training 
programs  for  local  church  leaders. 

-Continue  to  recruit,  train,  place,  and  supf)ort  missionaries  to 
implement  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  in  annual  con- 
ferences in  accordance  with  the  Board's  guidelines  and  proce- 
dures. The  goal  is  to  have  no  less  than  50  full-time  commissioned 
missionaries  in  place  by  the  end  of  the  quadrennium. 

-Continue  to  revise  and  develop  Module  III  workshops  for  lay 
missioners  and 

pastor-mentor  teams  and  other  church  leaders,  as  needed,  to  re- 
spond to  new  and  ongoing  challenges,  including  the  development 
of  community  and  outreach  mirustries,  community  organizing,  im- 
migration, and  restorative  justice  in  collaboration  with  other  agen- 
cies under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries. 
Design  and  produce  resource  materials,  including  demograph- 
ic >  and  instruments  for  research  and  commuruty  analysis,  as  well 
as  training  programs  to  assist  non-Hispanic  churches  in  ministry 
with  Hispanics,  in  collaboration  with  other  general  agencies  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries. 

-Collaborate  with  other  general  agencies,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministnes,  to  design,  test,  and  perfect 
model  programs  and  resources  for  resp>onding  to  identified  needs 
in  implementing  the  National  Plan. 

e.  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 

-Continue  to  provide  the  necessary  Spanish  and  bilingual  cur- 
riculum resources  for  faith  communities,  local  congregations,  and 
church  schools. 

-Continue  to  produce  other  resources  in  English  in  order  to  as- 
sist all  churches  to  respond  to  and  become  engaged  in  Hispanic 
ministries. 

-Continue  to  consult  and  collaborate  with  the  Committee  on  His- 
panic Ministries  and  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  develop- 
ing resources  for  Hispanic  ministries. 

-Develop  a  marketing  strategy  that  increases  the  availability  and 
use  of  these  resources  in  coiisultation  with  the  Committee  on  His- 
panic Ministnes. 

2.  National  Structure  for  Mission 

a.  National  Office  and  Coordinator 

An  essential  component  of  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Minis- 
try, approved  in  1992  and  19%,  is  a  national  committee  and  an  of- 
fice headed  by  a  coordinator.  This  is  crucial  because  of  the  Plan's 
.comprehensive  nature,  the  multiplicity  of  required  resources  from 
the  vanous  general  agencies,  the  need  to  coordinate  the  work  of 
the  general  agencies,  and  the  increased  awareness  and  response  of 
the  church.  Tnc  coordinator  is  to  work  with  all  the  general  agen- 
cies and  annual  conferences  of  the  church,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministnes,  to  develop  and  strengthen 
the  components  of  the  National  Plan. 


We  recommend  that  the  office  and  the  position  of  coordinator  be 
continued. 

b.  Committee  on  Hispanic  Mirustries 

We  recommend  that  for  the  2001  -2004  quadrcniuum  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hispanic  Ministries — to  meet  at  least  once  a  year,  with 
subcommittees  and  task  forces  as  needed — continue  with  the  cur- 
rent number  of  18  members,  to  include  the  following: 

-Two  bishops  named  by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  attending  with 
funds  from  the  Episcopal  fund 

-One  representative  from,  and  named  by,  MARCHA  (Melodislas 
Asociados  Kepresentando  la  Causa  Hispano-Americana) 

-One  representative  from,  and  named  by,  CIEMAL  (Consejo  de 
Iglesias  Evangelicas  Metodistas  de  America  Uitina  y  el  Caribe) 

-One  representative  from,  and  named  by,  the  Rio  Grande  Con- 
ference 

-One  representative  from,  and  named  by,  the  Iglesia  Metodista  de 
Puerto  Rtco 

-One  elected  board /council  member  each  from  the  General 
Boards  of  Discipleship,  Church  and  Society,  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  and  Global  Ministries;  and  the  General  Council  of  Minis- 
tries (or  its  equivalent),  all  to  be  selected  and  funded  by  their  re- 
spective agencies. 

-Up  to  seven  at-large  members  selected  by  the  Committee  on 
Hispanic  Ministries,  with  care  taken  in  their  selection  that  the  com- 
mittee as  a  whole  reflects  the  constituency  of  The  United  Method- 
ist Church,  including  gender,  age,  laity  and  clergy,  lay  missioner 
and  pastor-mentor,  Hispanic  and  non-Hispanic,  and  jurisdictional 
inclusiveness 

-In  addition  to  committee  members,  one  representative  each 
from  the  General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and  the  Gen- 
eral Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  invited  to  com- 
mittee meetings  as  monitors;  likewise,  to  facilitate  communication, 
a  representative  from  United  Methodist  Commission  on  Commu- 
nications and  another  from  the  (General  Board  of  Publications,  all 
four  to  be  funded  by  their  respective  agencies. 

c.  Functions  of  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries 

1)  To  set  policy  and  direction  for  the  development,  implementa- 
tion, monitoring,  and  evaluation  of  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic 
Ministry .2)  To  collaborate  in  the  development  of  guidelines  and 
programs  for  Hispanic  ministries  with  the  general  agencies,  semi- 
naries, annual  conferences,  training  centers,  and  others  responsible 
for  implementing  components  of  the  National  Plan. 

3)  To  coordinate  responses  to  the  plan  of  all  general  agencies 
and  annual  conferences. 

4)  To  monitor  and  assist  in  the  evaluation  of  programs  in  His- 
panic ministries  by  the  general  agencies  and  annual  conferences. 

5)  To  give  direction  and  support  to  the  Office  of  the  National 
Plan. 

6)  To  undertake  program  initiatives  in  response  to  identified 
needs  in  collaboration  with  the  general  program  agencies,  semi- 
naries, training  centers,  and  annual  conferences,  including  final 
approval  of  the  distribution  of  grant  funds  allocated  to  the  plan. 

7)  To  promote  and  support  the  necessary  research  on  issues  af- 
fecting the  Hispanic  community  and  the  mission  of  the  church  in 
that  community. 

8)  To  report  to  the  2004  General  Conference. 
3.  General  Church  Support  for  the  Plan 

a.  Quadrennial  Request 

We  recommend  and  request  that  the  2(X)0  General  Coitference 
approve  3,200,000  for  the  implementation  of  the  National  Plan  for 
Hispanic  Ministry  dunng  the  2001-2004  quadrennium,  allocating  it 
to  the  general  program  boards  in  consultation  with  the  Committee 
on  Hispanic  Ministnes.  The  funds  allocated  to  theagenaes 
througn  the  plan,  except  those  designated  for  the  Office  of  the  Co- 
ordinator of  the  National  Plan  and  the  Committee  on  Hispanic 
Ministries,  shall  be  used  for  program  initiatives  to  strengthen  and 
support  local  churches  and  annual  conference  ministries  with  His- 
panics. 

b.  Staff  Person 

In  order  to  fulfill  the  function  of  the  Committee  on  Hispanic 
Ministnes,  an  Office  of  the  National  Plan  shall  be  continued  with 
one  full-time  unencumbered  execuhvc  staff  person,  administra^ 
tively  placed  within  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministnes.  The  execu- 
tive staff  is  selected  by  the  Cieneral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
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consultation  with  the  Committee  on  Hispanic  Ministries,  and  func- 
tions within  the  personnel  policies  of  the  Board, 
c.  Financial  Resources  and  Proposed  Budget  for  2001-2004 
A  portion  of  the  program  initiatives  outUned  in  the  National 
Plan  shall  be  funded  through  the  budgets  of  the  various  general 
agencies  and  governing  bodies  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
including  local  congregations,  annual  conferences,  and  others. 
This  contribution  and  mil  participation  by  all  is  essential  to  the  im- 
plementation of  the  plan.  The  following  quadreniual  budget  re- 
flects the  major  program  initiatives  of  tne  National  Plan  for 
Hispanic  Ministry  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium: 
Proposed  Budget  for  2001-2004 

I.  Mission  Initiative  Resources  for  Annual  Conferences 
$1,700,000  (53.13%) 

A.  Resources:  grants$l,500,000 

B.  Resources:  Acompaiiamiento     200,000 

C.  Interpretation  and  administration  (in-kind  by  GBGM) 

II.  Engagement  of  Local  Churches  to  be  Centers  of  Mission 
300,000(9.38%) 

A.  Congregational  mobilization    $170,000 

B.  Orientation  of  non-Hispanic  leaders    100,000 

C.  Materials  and  resources       30,000 

III.  Equipping  for  Mission      750,000  (23.44%) 

A.  Program  incentive  grants: 
seminaries/centers    $500,000 

B.  Training  programs:      250,000 

1.  Lay  missioners/pastor-mentors 

2.  Regional/national  facilitators 

IV.  Program  Support  Services  and  Administration    A50<00P 
(14.6%) 

A.  National  committee:  committee, 
subcommittees,  and  task  forces 

B.  National  office  and  personnel 

1.  Personnel  coordinator,  support  staff,  consultant 

2.  Benefits  and  travel 

3.  Office 
Total$3,200,000^a00% ) 

We  recommend  that  these  funds  be  allocated  to  the  general  pro- 
gram boards  according  to  the  responsibilities  assignee!  to  each, 
with  final  allocations  to  be  determined  by  the  Committee  on  His- 
panic Ministries  through  the  General  Council  of  Ministries  in  con- 
sultation with  the  general  program  boards,  approximately  as 
follows; 

Proposed  Budget  Allocations  to  General  Program  Boards  for 
2001-2004 

I.  General  Board  of  Discipleship$   280,000  (8.75%) 

II.  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society       50,000  (1.56%) 

III.  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
580,000(18.13%) 

A.  Program  initiative  grants     $  500,000  (15.63%) 

B.  Program  80,000  (2.5%) 

IV.  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  $2.290,000 
(71.56%) 

A.  Mission  initiative  resources: 

annual  conference  grants  1,500,000  (46.87%) 

B.  Program      340,000(10.63%) 

C.  Program  support  and  administration     450,000  (14.06%) 
Total    $3,200,000(100%) 

All  allocated  funds  through  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Min- 
istry shall  be  designated  as  separate  line  iten\s  within  the  general 
agencies. 

Advance  Special 

We  further  recommend  that  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Min- 
istry be  supplemented  with  the  renewal  and  continuation  of  the 
National  Challenge  Fund  for  Hispaiuc  Ministries,  a  General  Ad- 
vance Special.  The  fund's  purpose  will  be  to  support  the  develop- 
ment of  congregational  and  community  ministries  in  Hispanic 
communities  throughout  the  United  States.  The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  in  collaboration  with  the  Committee  on  His- 
panic Ministries,  shall  revise  the  existing  guidelines  as  needed. 

C.  A  Recommendation  in  Closing 


We  request  that  the  General  Cor\ference  and  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  at-large  join  us  in  thanksgiving  for  what  God  is  do- 
ing in  our  midst,  and  m  prayers  that  we  may  be  equal  to  the  task 
set  before  us  as  we  begin  a  new  millermium.  To  (jod  be  all  praise 
and  glory! 

30901 -FO-304.3-D 

Amend  304.3: 

While  persons  set  apart . . .  Since  the  praeticeofhomosexuality^is 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching,  self-avowed  practicing  ho- 
mosexuals are  not  ta  be  aceepted^as  eandidate8,or<fained  as minis- 
ters, or  appointed  to  serve  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

30905-HE-315.9-D 
Amend  315.9.b: 

What  is  your  understanding  of  humanity,  the  concept  and  ac- 
tivity of  evil,  and  the  human  need  for  divine  grace? 

30907-HE-331.1-D 

Amend  331. l.i: 

To  perform  the  marriage  ceremony  ...  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  state  and  The  United  Methodist  Church ,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  ceremonies  that  celebrate  homosexual  unions  may 
be  conducted  by  consenting  clergy,  when  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  at  the  aiuiual  charge  conference  have  voted 
to  permit  such  ceremonies. 

30910-HE-332.5-D 

Amend  332.5.: 

All  clergy  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  are  charged  to  main- 
tain all  confidences  inviolate,  including  confessional  confidences, 
included  but  not  limited  to  their  spouses. 

30917-HE-351.1-D 

Amend  351.1b,  second  subparagraph: 

The  administrative  review  committee  (para.  634)  shall  ensure 
that  the  disciplinary  procedures  for  involuntary  leave  of  absence 
were  properly  followed  and  that  the  grounds  for  this  action  were 
properly  venfied  and  support  the  action.  The  pastor  shall  then 
have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  jurisdictional  Appellate  Commit- 
tee (JCDs  799  and  830)  within  30  days  of  the  ruling  of  the  admin- 
istrative review  committee.  The  entire  process  leading  to  the 
recommendation  for  involuntary  leave  of  absence  shall  be  re- 
viewed by  the  administrative  review  committee,  and  it  shall  report 
its  findings  to  the  clergy  session  of  members  in  full  connection 
with  the  aiuiual  conference. 


30927-CO^05-D 

Add  new  text  to  405.2  and  renumber  accordingly: 

2.  If  a  change  in  jurisdictional  membership  causes  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  bishops,  that  jurisdiction  snail  have  one  full 
quadrennium  to  adjust  to  the  reduction. 

3.  In  central  conferences  . . . 
Amend  405.3  to  read  1999  2000 

30935-CO-507-D 
Amend  507: 

Petitions  to  General  Conference — Any  organization  (excluding 
general  church  agencies),  ordained  minister,  or . . . 

31081-FO-65.J-D 
165  (J) 

Retain  this  paragraph  of  the  Discipline  in  its  entirety 
31082-FO-NonDis-O 

Oppose  any  changes  in  The  Book  of  Discipline  that  would  grant 
approval  of  partial-birth  abortion. 

31083-FO-NonDis-O 

Retain  language  in  BOD  on  the  sanctity  of  the  unborn  child. 

31158-FA-610.14-D 
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Amend  Paragraph  610.14  by  deleting  "and  risk  management." 
Add  a  new  paragraph  after  610.14: 

To  cooperate  with  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin- 
islralion  in  order  to  provide  leadership,  training,  and  encourage- 
ment in  the  areas  of  church  business  administration  for 
individuals  and  organizations  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
by:  1)  distributing  information  regarding  certification  as  a 
church  business  administrator,  and  2)  listing  in  the  council's  re- 
port to  the  annual  conference  the  names  of  persons  certified  as 
church  business  administrators  by  the  General  Council  on  Fi- 
nance and  Administration  who  are  employed  within  the  bounds 
of  the  annual  conference. 


31453-HE-306.5-D 

Amend  306  by  moving  the  content  of  footnote  2  to  a  subpara- 
graph to  follow  4(0: 

5.  In  adopting  the  statements  in  11304.2  and  306.4f ...  as  we 
recommend,  examine,  and  elect  candidates  for  the  ordained  min- 
istry and  conference  membership.  See  Judicial  Council  Decision 
480. 


31519-IC-530.1-D 

Amend  530.1: 

There  may  shall  be  a  jurisdictional . 


3n69-GJ-722-D 

Delete  1722;  CCFA  no  longer  maintains  the  standards  and 
guidelines  previously  required. 

31179-FA-820-D 

■delete  1820;  the  fund  no  longer  exists. 

31180-FA-822-D 

Delete  1822;  there  has  been  no  Missional  Priority  Fund  for  sev- 
eral quadrennia,  and  the  General  Conference  would  have  author- 
ity to  establish  such  a  fund  without  a  specific  disciplinary 
paragraph. 

31185-FA-830.2-D 
Delete  1  830.2. 

31238-D1-647.1-D 

Amend  paragraph  647.1  as  follows: 

In  each  annual  conference  there  n»y  shall  be  a  conference  coun- 
cil on  young  adult  ministry.  Its  purpose  shall  be  to  strengthen  the 
young  adult  ministry  in  the  local  churches  and  districts  of  the  an- 
nual conference.  For  administrative  purposes,  the  council  shall  be 
related  to  the  annual  conference  council  on  ministries  or  alternate 
other  structure  to  provide  for  these  fimctions  and  maintain  the 
connectional  relationships. 

31243-GJ-714.1-D 
Delete  1714.1 

31383-GM-NonDis-O 

Whereas,  Bread  for  the  World  (BFW)  established  in  1974,  is  a 
non-profit,  non-partisan  Christian  citizen's  movement  which  per- 
forms a  unique  and  critical  role  v^rithin  the  faith  commuiuty  by 
working  to  eradicate  hunger  from  the  face  of  the  earth  by  using 
their  network  of  thousands  of  lcx:al  churches  across  America  to 
lobby  elected  officials  on  behalf  of  people  who  don't  have  enough 
to  eat;  and 

Whereas,  BFW's  main  campaign  is  an  annual  nationwide  "Offer- 
ing of  Letters,"  which  not  only  provides  church  members  with  the 
opportunity  to  write  members  of  Congress  concerning  hunger  re- 
lated issues,  but  also  enables  congregations  to  incorporate  into 
their  worship  experience,  their  passionate  concerns  for  those  that 
are  starving  and  suffering  from  malnutrition;  and 

Whereas,  the  United  Methodist  Church,  along  with  more  than  45 
denominations  and  church  agencies,  generously  supports  BFW, 
and  m  fact,  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  a  25  year  history  of 
collaboration  with  BFW's  fight  against  the  root  causes  of  both 
global  and  domestic  hunger.  BFW  has  said  that,  "(It)  owes  much  to 
Methodism's  historic  commitment  to  social  justice  and  active  con- 
cern for  the  poor  and  downtrodden.  John  Wesle/s  conviction  that 
'the  world  is  my  parish'  is  at  the  heart  of  BFW's  work," 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  en- 
courage its  members  to  support  Bread  for  the  World,  and  urge  all 
local  churches  to  celebrate  an  aruiual  "Offering  of  Letters,"  for  as 
long  as  God's  children  go  hungry. 

31386-FO-NonDis-O 

All  schools  and  teachers  approved  for  teaching  United  Method- 
ist ministers  be  reviewed  to  insure  that  the  Discipline  is  being  up- 
held. 


31585-IC-2103.11-D 

Add  a  new  subparagraph  to  the  end  of  2103.11: 

In  case  there  are  any  resources  or  energies  left  after  addressing 
all  the  above  responsibilities,  the  commission  shall  be  encour- 
aged to  explore  me  relationships  between  spiritual  gifts  and 
women  in  the  Bible. 

31676-FO-68-D 

Delete  last  sentence  of  68F,  add  instead  We  acknowledge  that 
Christians  disagree  on  the  issue  of  captial  punishment. 

31687-FA-NonDis-O 

Whereas,  the  GCFA  has  the  responsibility  to  ensure  that  no 
United  Methodist  funds  are  spent  in  any  manner  that  would  pro- 
mote the  acceptance  of  homosexuality;  and 

Whereas,  this  position  has  been  affirmed  by  action  of  the  Judicial 
Council  (Decision  665);  and 

Whereas,  numerous  United  Methodist  funds  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  GCFA,  one  being  the  Episcopal  Fund,  from  which  the 
bishops  are  paid;  and 

Whereas,  bishops  are  paid  with  United  Methodist  funds  and  if 
their  words,  actions  or  cieeds  promote  the  acceptance  of  homosex- 
uality, the  GCFA  has  the  duty  to  stop  such  funds  being  used  in 
this  manner;  and 

Whereas,  GCFA  failure  to  perform  this  duty  can  be  construed  as 
being  a  party  in  the  misappropriation  of  funcis. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  2(XX)  General  Conference  in- 
struct the  GCFA,  that  per  provisions  in  — 806.12,  the  reference  to 
"United  Methodist  funds'  includes  all  United  Methodist  funds 
and  does  include  the  salaries  paid  to  United  Methodist  bishops, 
active  or  retired. 


31693-FA-NonDis-O 

A  recommendation  to  the  General  Conference: 

I  recommend  that  those  portions  of  the  Connectioruil  Process 
Team  report  which  envision  the  creation  of  a  Global  Conference 
and  which  imply  that  the  present  General  Conference  would  be- 
come in  effect  a  Central  Conference  for  the  USA  be  rejected. 

Rationale: 

As  much  as  it  may  pain  us  to  admit  it,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  "national '  Church  of  the  USA.  It  is  not  a  world  church 
like  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  No  other  Christian  denomina- 
tion, or  family,  centered  in  the  United  States  or  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world  has  tried  to  imply  that  the  mere  fact  that  it  has  constitu- 
ent daughter  divisions  overseas  gives  it  the  moral  authority  to  con- 
stitute itself  a  world  church.  One  should  note  that  the  Lambuth 
Conference  is  not  a  world  Anglican  denomination,  it  is  a  fraternal 
organization  of  Anglican  churches,  the  same  may  be  said  of  vari- 
ous international  Orihodox  Conferences,  and  Lutheran  bodies. 

It  is  the  height  of  arrogance  for  us  to  pretend  that  we  are  in  fact  a 
world  church.  How  much  better  it  would  be  for  us  to  strengthen 
the  global  character  of  the  World  Methodist  Conference  if  indeed 
we  wish  to  further  total  Methodist  world  outreach,  cooperation 
and  the  sense  of  Methodism's  world  wide  character. 

If,  to  some,  it  makes  little  sense  for  us  to  parent  divisions  over- 
seas, let  us  enter  into  missional  compacts  and  concordats  to 
strengthen  them,  and  grant  them  their  independence;  if  Indeed 
this  is  what  is  needed  to  clear  up  any  lingenng  sense  of  US 
ecclesial  imperiaUsm. 

My  suspicion  is  that  some  of  our  overseas  branches  should  in- 
deed be  on  their  own  and  some  may  wish  to  remain  our  "chil- 
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dren".  Let  the  choice  be  theirs  and  let  us  all  cooperate  through  the 
World  Methodis  Council. 

Philip  M.  Niblack,  Clergy  member 

MO  East  Conference 


31731-GM-NonDis-O 

Whereas,  many  societies  are  intolerant  of  religious  people,  and 
deny  them  human  rights;  and 

Whereas,  according  to  the  U.S.  State  Department,  the  govern- 
ments of  over  60  nations  around  the  world  condone  the  persecu- 
tion of  Christians;  and 

Whereas,  the  people  called  Methodist  have  traditionally  taken 
the  lead  in  opposing  injustice,  intolerance  and  bigotry;  and 

Whereas,  Methodists  believe  in  the  power  of  prayer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist  congregations 
observe  an  International  Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Persecuted  Church 
each  November,  the  first  to  be  observed  on  Nov.  12,  2000; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  through  our  earnest  prayers  we  may 
grow  in  our  sense  of  unity  with  Christians  around  the  world  and 
Become  more  aware  of  the  needs  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  and 
the  problems  they  may  encounter  because  of  modern  religious 
persecution  and  suffering. 

31733-CS-NonDis-O 

Whereas,  newspapers  report  that  scientists  are  using  human  em- 
bryo cells  for  research;  ancf  Whereas,  the  public  learns  about  scien- 
tific studies  only  after  they  have  been  performed;  Therefore,  be  it 
resolved  that  The  United  Methodist  Church  form  an  ethics  obser- 
vation team  Viith  the  duty  to  ensure  than  scientific  rules  which 
specifically  forbid  human  cloning  or  mixing  human  stem  cells 
with  animal  or  human  embryos  be  strictly  upheld. 

31744-DI-NonDis-O 

Whereas,  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  taken  the  position 
that  the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  incompatible  with  Christian 

teaching. 

Whereas,  there  are  voices  within  the  United  Methodist  Church 
that  are  sending  a  message  that  is  conflicting  with  this  position  in 
the  following  manner:  Teaching  that  scriptures  such  as  Leviticus 
18:22,  20:13,  and  Romans  6:9, 10  are  not  relevant  to  today's  society 
and  can  be  ignored  and  claiming  the  only  way  to  minister  to  a  per- 
sona is  to  say  he/she  is  to  follow  this  lifesytle  because  a  person 
cannot  change  from  this  lifestyle,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  both  clergy  and  laity  who  want  to  minister  to 
these  persons  who  want  out  of  this  lifestyle  or  do  not  want  to  start 
in  this  lifestyle,  and 

Whereas,  the  scientific  evidence  that  homosexuality  is  biological 
was  discredited  by  scientists  from  the  Department  of  Clinical  Neu- 
rological Sciences  at  the  University  of  Western  Ontario  and  the  De- 
partment of  Genetics  at  Stanford  Medical  School,  and 

Whereas,  the  lifestyle  of  homosexuality  runs  in  conflict  with  the 
Holy  Scriptures  which  state  "that  God  created  them  male  and  fe- 
male" (Gen.  1:27)  and  "God  saw  all  that  He  had  made  and  it  was 
good"  (Gen.l:31).  We  as  United  Methodists  value  human  life  and 
health;  the  lifestyle  of  the  practicing  homosexual  poses  serious 
health  risks,  not  only  to  the  indiviciual,  but  also  for  society  as  a 
whole.  That  concern  is  reflected  in  the  following  facts  about  the 
homosexual  lifestyle. 

a.  Parts  of  the  body  not  created  for  sexual  activity  are  being 
used  as  sex  organs  for  sexual  activities  between  partners; 

b.  The  rectum  was  not  created  as  a  sex  organ  because  the  single 
layered  wall  is  subject  to  rupture  and  tearing.  The  use  of  the  rec- 
tum as  a  sex  organ  involves  contact  with  human  feces  which  car- 
ries with  it  a  high  risk  of  contacting  such  diseases  as  hepatitis  A, 
hepatitis  B,  Kaposi's  sarcoma,  analcarcinoma,  and  other  rectal  in- 
fections; 

c.  The  mouth  was  not  created  as  a  sex  organ  because  it  was  cre- 
ated to  take  in  nourishment  for  the  body,  to  help  with  breathing, 
and  to  be  used  in  oral  communication.  The  use  of  the  mouth  as  a 
sex  organ  involves  contact  with  body  excretions  from  urinary 
functions  which  carries  with  it  the  high  risk  of  contracting  such 
diseases  as  gonorrhea  of  the  pharynx  (Pharyngeal  Gnorrnea)  and 
various  intestinal  diseases; 

d.  A  review  of  research  has  shown  that  there  is  no  evidence  at 
present  to  substantiate  that  biological  factors  are  the  primary  bases 
tor  sexual  ortientation,  and 


Whereas,  there  are  persons  who  are  struggling  writh  feelings  and 
do  not  want  to  follow  this  lifestyle  but  are  being  confused  by  the 
nuxed  messages,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  persons  who  are  presently  practicing  homo- 
sexuals who  do  not  want  to  stay  in  this  lifestyle  but  are  being  con- 
fused by  mixed  messages;  and 

Whereas,  God  has  offered  a  message  of  love  and  hope  to  anyone 
wanting  to  be  delivered  from  bondage  of  any  kind  (Luke  4:18, 19 
and  Isa.  61:1,  2),  and 

Whereas,  there  is  evidence  that  persons  can  be  delivered  from 
the  lifestyle  of  homosexuality;  and 

Whereas,  God  has  raised  up  ministries  can  be  used  such  as  Exo- 
dus International,  Homosexual  Anoriymous,  Transforming  Con- 
gregations, National  Association  for  Research  and  Therapy  of 
Homosexuality,  First  Stone  Ministries,  Eagle  Wings  Ministries, 
Living  Hope  Ministires,  Crossover  Ministries,  etc. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  General  Conference  adopt  a  res- 
olution that  directs  the  Board  of  Discipleship  to  create  and  imple- 
ment a  proactive  program  that  carries  a  message  of  love  and  hope 
to  those  persons  who  seek  to  leave  or  not  start  the  practice  of  ho- 
mosexuality. This  program  should  include  the  following:  1)  Scrif>- 
ture-based  material  that  can  be  used  in  ministering;  2)  printed 
material  that  can  be  given  to  people;  3)  study  guide  to  be  applica- 
ble to  the  material;  4)  requirement  that  all  clergy  take  trainmg  in 
this  area  of  ministry. 

31759-Dl-NonDis-O 

Christmas  is  one  of  the  most  significant  and  celebrated  seasons 
of  the  Christian  calendar  year.  As  Christians  we  celebrate  not  only 
the  incarnation  and  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  we  also  celebrate  the 
anticipation  of  Christ's  Second  Coming.  Tradition  has  marked  the 
beginning  of  this  celebratory  season  with  the  first  Sunday  of  Ad- 
vent. The  celebration  continues  with  Christmas  and  ends  with  the 
Epiphany. 

Over  the  years  the  traditional  Christmas  season  has  become  a 
time  of  gift-giving  and  therefore,  a  major  shopping  season  and 
economic  boost  to  retailers  everywhere.  As  emphasis  by  busi- 
nesses has  become  more  and  more  significant  in  our  society,  and 
business  success  has  become  an  economic  indicator  of  our  times, 
retailers  have  gradually  extended  their  advertising  and  business 
strategies  untilChrismtas  has  become  synonymous  with  one  long 
continuous  sale  and  sales  promotion  beginning  in  late  September 
and  early  October.  This  action  has  gone  largely  unopposed,  1  be- 
lieve, because  of  a  general  fear  of  economic  depression  and  unem- 
ployment. This  prolonged  advertisement  and  commercialization 
of  the  Christmas  season  detracts  from  the  true  meaning  of  the  cele- 
bration and  desensitizes  the  general  population  and  Christian  peo- 
ple to  the  importance  and  the  mystery  of  the  incarnation  and  the 
traditional  Cnristmas  holidy.  Out  of  a  desire  to  restore  the  Ad- 
vent, Christmas,  and  Epiphany  season  to  its  traditional  religious 
significance  and  importance  within  this  culture,  the  following  res- 
olution is  submitted  for  consideration  by  the  20(K)  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Whereas,  the  time  of  Advent,  Christmas  and  Epiphany  is  one  of 
the  most  significant  of  all  religious  celebrations;  and 

Whereas,  the  commercialization  of  the  season  has  been  detri- 
mental to  the  general  attitudes  of  people  everywhere  toward  the 
mystery  and  celebration  of  the  actual  purpose  of  the  Christmas 
season;  and 

Whereas,  no  other  major  religious  holiday  of  any  faith  is  com- 
mercialized in  any  similar  manner;  and 

Whereas,  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  one  of  the  largest 
Christian  denominations  in  the  world  and  has  influence  on  many 
people  through  their  congregations,  businesses  owned  and  man- 
agea  by  members  of  their  congregations,  political  influence  of 
their  congregations,  and  sheer  buying  power,  and  therefore  influ- 
ence, of  their  members; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  will 
encourage  its  members  to  express  support  and  encouragement  for 
businesses  who  honor  and  respect  the  traditional  Christmas  sea- 
son, will  encourage  businesses  to  eliminate  their  Christmas  adver- 
tising promotions  and  sales  prior  to  the  Advent  season  and  that 
sales  prior  to  the  time  of  Advent  will  not  be  tied  with  the  Christ- 
mas season  of  images,  and  will  discourage  and  express  opposition 
to  businesses  that  persist  in  activities  that  diminish  the  traditional 
religious  importance  of  this  holiday  season  and  encourage  activi- 
ties that  promote  responsibility  and  respect  toward  religious  occa- 
sions honored  within  their  community. 
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31764-FA-NonDis-OS 

The  National  Federation  of  Asian  American  United  Methodists 
(NFAAUM)  submits  this  petition  in  support  of  the  Repwrt,  Recom- 
mendations, and  Funding  request  in  the  amount  of  $3.2milIion  for 
the  2001-2004  Quadrennium. 

31769-CS-R473-U 

Add  a  new  subparagraph  to  "Rights  of  Workers,  II.  Characteris- 
tics of  the  International  Economy ,    Book  of  Resoluttons,  p.474 

Because  of  capitalist  globalization,  multinational  compaiues 
compete  with  each  other  on  a  worldwide  scale.  This  has  encour- 
ag    I  third  world  countires  like  the  Philippines  and  those  in  south- 
east Asia  to  offer  skilled  yet  cheap  labor  oy  practicing 
contractualization  and  sub-contractualization.  Under  this  scheme, 
workers  are  hired  and  are  asked  to  sign  a  contract  for  3  or  five 
months.  After  the  contract  has  expired,  the  worker  is  either  asked 
to  leave  or  sign  another  contract.  Contractual  employees,  also 
known  as  casuals,  are  not  covered  by  collective  bargaining  agree- 
ment of  the  local  uruon  because  he/she  is  not  a  member.  OrJy 
regular  employees  become  members  of  union,  and  in  the  Philip- 
pines, one  has  to  be  an  employee  for  at  least  6  months  in  a  com- 
pany in  order  to  be  accepted  as  a  regular  worker.  Casuals  do  not 
receive  bonuses,  other  cash  benefits,  social  secuntv,  nuiumum 
wage,  and  security  of  employment,  among  other  things. 

Sub-contracting  is  similar  to  contractualization.  Manufacturing 
companies  work  with  sub-contractors  who,  in  turn,  hire 
contractualized  employees.  The  main  company  provides  the 
sub-contractor  vvith  raw  nuterials,  and  the  sub-<ontractor's  tem- 
porary workers  do  their  job  usually  in  sweatshop  conditions  with- 
out the  legal  benefits  of  regular  workers.  Besides  that,  they  are 
paid  very  low  wages.  It  is  sad  that  some  United  Methodist  busi- 
ness people  are  involved  in  these  unfair  labor  practices. 

These  practices  are  allowed  by  government  and  must  be 
stopped    The  adoption  of  this  amendment  in  the  resolution  for 
"Rights  of  Workers"  will  help  us  United  Methodists  in  the  Philip- 
pines to  lobby  against  this  scneme  with  the  moral  backing  of  our 
church. 

D.  Big  and  small  industries  in  developing  countries,  in  an  ef- 
fori  to  attract  investors  with  cheap  labor,  practice 
contractualization  and  sub-contractualization  which  are  schemes 
to  deny  workers  social  security  benefits,  minimum  wage,  secu- 
rity of  tenure,  and  membership  in  a  union. 

31773-CS-NonDis-O 

The  United  Methodist  Church  calls  upon  Congress  to  repeal  Sec- 
tion 51061  of  Title  42  of  the  United  States  Code,  which  states: 

"Nothing  in  this  subchapter  and  subchapter  III  of  this  chapter 
shall  be  construed  as  establishing  a  Federal  requirement  that  a  par- 
ent or  legal  guardian  provide  a  child  any  medical  service  or  treat- 
ment against  the  religious  beliefs  of  the  parent  or  legal  guardian. . 

While  the  Federal  Child  Abuse  Prevention  and  Treatment  Act 
requires  States  in  the  grant  program  to  include  failure  to  provide 
needed  medical  care  in  their  defiiutions  of  child  neglect.  Congress 
enacted  the  above  reUgious  exemption  to  the  requirement  in  19%. 
The  religious  exemption  discriminates  agaiiut  a  class  of  children, 
depriving  them  of  protections  to  which  other  children  are  entitled. 
Many  children  have  died  or  suffered  permanent  injury  because 
their  parents  believed  that  the  law  allowed  them  to  withhold  med- 
ical care  on  religious  grounds. 

Calling  for  repeal  of  the  federal  religious  exemption  is  consistent 
with  Resolution  8304,  Necessary  Medical  Care  for  Children, 
adopted  by  the  Iowa  Methodist  Conference  in  1991: 

Whereas,  we  acknowledge  that  spirit  and  flesh  are  not  enemies 
but  are  both  blessed  by  God.  Thus,  medical  care  is  a  gift  of  God,  a 
miracle  of  research  and  love  brought  through  God's  grace  and 
love  and  human  compassion  and  dedication  to  doing  good,  and 

Whereas,  several  children  have  died  in  recent  years  because  of 
religious  beliefs  against  medical  care,  and 

Whereas,  our  courts  have  consistently  ruled  that  freedom  of  reli- 
gion docs  not  extend  to  allowing  harm  to  come  to  others; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference  af- 
firms prayer  as  an  important  factor  in  wholistic  healing,  but 
should  not  serve  as  a  legal  substitute  for  medical  care  when  the  life 
of  a  minor  is  at  stake; 

Further,  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference  suf>- 
ports  changes  in  Iowa  Annual  Conference  supports  changes  in 
Iowa  law  to  maintain  that  children  are  entitled  to  life-saving  medi- 


cal care  along  vtath  food,  clothing  and  shelter  regardless  of  their 
parents'  religious  beliefs. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  calls 
upon  the  US  Congress  to  repeal  Section  51061  of  Title  42  of  the  US 
Code,  which  states,  "Nothing  in  this  subchapter  and  subchapter 
111,  of  this  chapter,  shall  be  construed  as  establishing  a  Federal  re- 
quirement that  a  parent  or  legal  guardian  provide  a  child  any 
medical  service  or  treatment  against  the  religious  beliefs  of  tne 
parent  or  legal  guardian  ..." 

31775-FO-NonDis-O 

The  "Recommendation"  1  want  to  make  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence is  very  simple — but  very  powerful  in  its  use!  It  has  worked 
miracles  in  the  lives  of  many  individuals  and  groups  during  the 
past  sixty-nine  years  of  my  experience.  I  am  86  years  old,  as  of 
5epteml>er  15, 1999.  I  have  worked  with  many  races,  faiths,  na- 
tionalities, professions,  and  ages — using  the  recommendation  that 
the  12th  Chapter  of  Romans  be  read  eacn  day  for  at  least  a  year. 
For  teh  past  eighteen  years  I  have  used  the  Living  New  Testament 
paraphrase.  It  is  more  easily  understood  (copy  enclosed). 

Recently,  I  heard  from  the  National  Director  of  the  Children's 
Evangelism  Fellowship  in  Guyana,  South  America,  telling  me  they 
had  had  their  staff  read  it,  and  "It  was  a  life  changing  experience 
for  them!" 

I  would  pray  that  a  copy  of  the  12lh  Chapter  of  Romans  be  given 
to  each  of  the  nearly  1,000  delegates  from  Africa,  Asia,  Europe, 
and  the  United  States — as  well  as  to  all  those  who  preside,  visitors 
too — and  set  a  time,  during  the  conference,  that  it  can  be  read  to- 
gether. Then  recommendations  be  made  that  it  be  read  by  each 
one  during  the  next  year  in  their  private  devotions. 

Sheila,  1  do  not  have  a  computer  and  all  the  up-to-date  "things" 
you  "asked"  us  to  use.  1  have  only  my  pen  and  paper;  but  I  just 
had  this  on  my  mind  and  heart  so  much^l  just  nad  to  write.  I  vol- 
unteer to  tutor  and  counsel  outside  my  home  in  two  schools  each 
week;  and  do  counseling  in  my  home,  too — and  over  the  phone. 

God  bless — right  on!  With  my  prayers,  love,  and  thanksgivings, 

Frances  Jones  Creech 

St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 


31777-CO-NonDis-O 

According  to  the  printout  from  the  General  Conference  statistics 
of  1998,  the  section  on  membership  growth  and/or  decline,  ap- 
proximately 39%  reported  no  new  members  received  nor  new  con- 
fessions of  faith. 

This  petition  addresses  this  situation. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  General  Conference  in  session  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  authorize  the  Annual  Conferences  to  address  the  situa- 
tion within  the  2000-2004  quadrennium.  This  authorization  to 
provide  for  each  of  the  Aiuiual  Conferences  to  hold  a  training  sem- 
inar of  at  least  one  week  duration  to  which  pastors  and  lay  repre- 
sentatives are  invited.  The  purpose  of  this  study  seminar  shall  be: 

1.  To  help  identify  the  unmet  spiritual  needs  of  its  commuiuty. 

2.  To  design  and  implement  a  plan  of  procedure  to  aid  the 
churches  to  nelp  themselves. 

3.  The  annual  conference  to  bear  the  expense,  excluding  travel. 

4.  The  demography  of  the  area  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

5.  The  seminar  be  planned  with  the  aid  of  pastors  and  laity  so 
the  churches  will  have  a  sense  of  ownership. 

6.  A  self-study  of  the  church  and  community  be  conducted  with 
the  major  share  of  the  effort  carried  by  the  local  church  so  they  it 
will  own  the  findings. 

7.  There  be  a  congregational  meeting(s)  when  the  study  seminar, 
together  with  its  purpose,  is  presented. 

8.  The  seminar  leadeKs)  be  chosen  by  the  conference  cabinet. 

9.  Following  self -study,  the  leadeKs)  prepare  and  present  a  writ- 
ten report  in  a  called  meeting  of  the  congregation,  to  include  rec- 
ommendations for  action. 

10.  A  reasonable  goal  be  determined  by  the  congregation  based 
on  the  recommendations  made  by  the  seminar  leader. 

1 1 .  The  conference  cabiiwt  be  kept  aware  of  the  progress  and  the 
district  superintendent  be  involved  in  the  study  semiiur. 

31784-FO-NonDis-O 

I  petition  that  Evangelism  become  the  #1  Missional  Priority  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  for  the  next  quadrennium.  I  further 
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petition  that  Evangelism  also  become  the  #1  priority  of  all  our  mis- 
sion work  around  the  world — and  of  all  our  commissions,  boards, 
and  agencies  at  all  levels — for  the  purpose  of  persuading  men, 
women,  and  children  to  come  to  Jesus  Christ  and  so  be  reconciled 
to  God.  It  is  imperative  for  us  to  fulfill  the  Great  Commission,  left 
to  us  by  Jesus  Cnrist,  God's  Son,  to  go  into  all  the  world  in  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  influence  the  unsaved  persons  of  our 
world  to  receive  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

31786-CO-NonDis-O 

This  is  the  letter  that  we  have  written  while  we  were  at  Kibombo 
Annual  Conference  on  June  29,  1995,  was  sent  and  reached  U.S.A. 
on  June  10,  1996,  but  the  Petitional  Secretary  didn't  like  to  receive 
it  because  it  was  too  late  for  her  to  record  it  she  said. 

Historical  recall 

The  beginning  of  the  North  East  Annual  Conference  has  been 
giving  the  sad  reaction  to  the  few  Central  Congo  Annual  Confer- 
ence Members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  since  1978  until 
nowadays.  It  divided  the  Church  Members  into  two  groups: 

1 .  Thos  in  the  Manema  region  and  some  in  the  Sankuru  Subre- 
gion  agreed  with  the  North  East  to  have  Diocese. 

2.  But  the  Bishop's  minority  group  opposed  not  to.  As  matter  of 
fact  we  of  the  North  East  Annual  Conference  Members  are  very 
happy  to  write  you  our  petition  for  our  Diocese.  Start  through  the 
Kibombo  Annual  Conference  on  June  1995  then  to  the  General 
Conference  on  April  1996  in  the  U.S.A.  in  order  to  let  us  have  our 
Diocese  on  August  1996. 

At  Kibombo  Conference  session,  on  Sunday  afternoon  on  June 
1995,  when  Bishop  ONEMA  has  heard  that  the  committee  on  state 
of  church  had  asked  to  have  Diocese  for  the  North  East  Annual 
Conference;  he  did  appoint  five  men  in  his  favour  to  judge  the  said 
committee  members  in  evening.  He  also  told  his  five  men  to  ex- 
punge this  statement:  "WE  ASK  BISHOP  OMENA  TO  PLEAD 
THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  WHICH  WILL  BE  HELD  ON 
APRIL  1996  IN  THE  U.S.A.  FOR  OUR  NEED  OF  HAVING  A  DIO- 
CESE." As  a  result  Bishop's  five  men  wiped  off  this  statement  be- 
fore it  could  be  read  to  the  assembly.  The  said  committee  report 
was  not  even  read  to  the  assembly. 

We  are  sure  that  the  conditions  which  allow  us  to  have  Diocese 
are  fulfilled  such  as: 

1 .  The  number  of  Pastors  in  full  connection  with  Annual  Confer- 
ence are  207. 

2.  The  church  members  are  more  than  95,  640. 

3.  We  have  eight  districts:  there  are  three  in  Kisangani  Province 
and  six  others  in  Maniema  plus  KALIMA,  KAYUYLT 
SHABUNDA,  BUKAVO,  and  UVIRA  missions.  Please  see  at- 
tached the  DRC  Map  of  Maneima,  South  and  North  States  of  Kivu 
and  the  three  districts  in  Kisangani  Province.  It  is  an  area  of  ap- 
proximately 266,803  square  kilometers. 

We  are  very  tired  of  Bishop's  maladministration  in  the  office  in 
the  church,  habitual  neglect  of  duties  as  a  member  or  officer  in  the 
church.  He  doesn't  visit  or  preach  the  gospel. 

Following  to  what  have  been  written  we  would  like  to  express 
our  sincere  gratitude  to  you  and  our  greetings  to  all  of  you. 

31808  GMNonDisO 

Whereas,  It  is  essential  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
denomination  find  a  way  to  assist  individual  churches  in  the  an- 
nual conferences  to  find  grant  money  to  assist  them  in  becoming 
more  accessible  by  removing  architectural  barriers;  and 

Whereas,  our  denomination  establishes  many  progran\s  around 
specific  groups  of  people,  whether  they  be  ethnic  groups  or 
age-targeted  groups;  and 

Whereas,  each  of  the  groups  that  the  church  claims  an  interest  in 
and  sets  priorities  for  include  persons  with  disabilities.  There  are 
more  than  54  million  in  the  United  States  alone.  The  United  Na- 
tions recently  focused  on  the  issue  of  disability  by  calling  for  insti- 
tutions to  become  more  accessible;  and 

Whereas,  several  years  ago,  $500  grants  were  awarded  to 
churches  that  were  qualified,  to  help  them  increase  their  accessibil- 
ity; and 

Whereas,  GCFA  is  recommending  $16.3  million  for  innovative 
and  emerging  ministries  during  the  2001-1004  quadrennium. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  it  would  be  appropriate  to  set  aside 
monies  from  this  source  to  again  provide  accessibility  grants  to 
churches  in  each  of  the  annual  conferences.  The  program  could  be 
administered  from  within  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
or  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  or  some  other  appro- 
priate body. 


31809-FO-NonDis-O 

Whereas  our  United  Methodist  Church  continues  to  decline  in 
membership  and  in  our  effectiveness  in  cultivating  disciples  for 
Christ,  let  us  hear  afresh  the  words  of  the  Lord  spoken  through 
Amos  when  Israel  was  in  trouble;  "Hear  ye  this  word  which  1  take 
up  against  you,  even  a  lamentation,  O  house  of  Israel.  The  virgin 
of  Israel  is  fallen;  she  shall  no  more  rise:  she  is  forsaken  upon  her 
land;  there  is  none  to  raise  her  up.  For  thus  said  the  Lord  God; 
The  city  that  went  out  by  a  thousand  shall  leave  an  hundred,  and 
that  which  went  forth  by  an  hundred  shall  leave  ten,  to  the  house 
of  Israel.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  the  house  of  Israel,  Seek  ye 
me;  and  ye  shall  live:"  Amos  5:1-4. 

Whereas  our  United  Methodist  Church  continues  to  glean 
knowledge  from  our  Wesleyan  Heritage  that  proclaims  our  Catho- 
lic Spirit  in  the  words,  "I  mean,  first,  love  me:  an  that  not  only  as 
thou  lovest  all  (hu)mankind;  not  only  as  thou  loves  thine  enemies, 
or  the  enemies  of  God,  those  that  hate  theee,  that  'despitefully  use 
thee,  and  persecute  thee';  not  only  as  a  stranger,  as  one  of  whom 
thou  knowest  neither  good  nor  evil,  — I  am  not  satisfied  with 
thi, — no;  'if  thine  heart  be  right,  as  mine  w^th  thy  heart,'  then  love 
me  with  a  very  tender  affection,  as  a  friend  that  is  closer  than  a 
brother;  as  a  brother  in  Christ,  a  fellow  citizen  of  the  New  Jerusa- 
lem, a  fellow  soldier  engaged  in  the  same  warfare,  under  the  same 
Captain  of  our  salvation.  Love  me  as  a  companion  in  the  kingdom 
and  patience  of  Jesus,  and  a  joint  heir  of  His  glory."  John  Wesley's 
Fifty  Three  Sermons,  Sermon  XXXIV  Catholic  Spirit; 

Whereas,  our  United  Methodist  Church  continues  to  struggle 
with  the  issues  of  homosexuality  to  the  extent  that  souls  are  being 
harmed  and  ostracized  within  our  United  Methodist  family;  and 

Whereas,  our  local  churches  are  being  torn  asunder  in  love  for 
God,  love  and  loyalty  to  the  sacred  scriptures  and  love  for  our 
sons  and  daughters  whose  homosexual  orientation  has  been  de- 
fined as  a  lifestyle  that  is  deemed  to  be  incompatible  with  Chris- 
tian teaching;  and 

Whereas,  even  in  conversation  with  other  disciplines,  such  as 
psychology,  sociology,  and  human  sexuality,  we  continue  to  dis- 
agree about  the  determining  factors  of  one's  sexual  orientation; 

Whereas,  our  local  churches  continue  to  struggle  to  find  mean- 
ingful ways  to  be  in  ministry  with  persons  whose  human  sexuality 
is  other  than  heterosexual; 

Whereas,  souls  are  being  lost  daily  as  we  succumb  to  our  para- 
lyzing disagreements  over  an  issue  that  may  very  well  have  no 
earthly  resolution  other  than  to  deem  us  powerless  in  offering  Je- 
sus Christ  in  the  midst  of  a  world  where  nate  crimes,  teen  vio- 
lence, domestic  violence,  sexual  assault  and  the  mistreatment  of 
the  elderly  continues  to  escalate. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  General  Conference  2000  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  understanding  that  our  lamentations  have  not 
grown  silent  on  being  in  nunistry  with  Homosexual  persons  but 
our  Church  has  in  the  midst  of  tears.  Church  Trials  and  solemn 
conversations,  become  the  fallen  people  of  God  who  are  currently 
living  in  troubled  times,  call  upon  the  Uruted  Methodist  Church  to 
Seek  the  Lord  so  that  we  might  live  out  our  purpose  as  Disciples  of 
Christ  called  to  go  into  the  world  and  lift  the  banner  of  Christ  high 
so  that  others  might  find  their  way. 

Be  it  resolved  that  General  Conference  2000  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  empower  us  to  not  succomb  to  the  temptations  to 
graps  only  those  Biblical  Truths  that  isolate  Homosexual  pErsonal 
while  sprewing  affirmations  of  lukewarm  confusion  as  is  currently 
presented  in  the  contrast  of  paragraphs  65C,  65G  and  66H  in  the 
1996  Book  of  Discipline.  Rather,  we  asked  that  General  Confer- 
ence 2000  call  the  Church  to  recognize  that  God's  Truth  is  yet  be- 
ing revealed  through  the  frailty  of  clay  vessels  and  as  such,  love 
for  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Church  for  which  he  died  is  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  we  stand  so  whether  in  agreement  or  disagree- 
ment on  issues  of  Homosexuality  we  will  not  forsake  the  prodding 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  midst  of  the  Community  of  Uniteil  Meth- 
odists to  continue  to  search  for  higher  grounds  of  understanding 
and  justice. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  2000  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  empower  us  to  not  succumb  to  the 
temptations  to  grasp  only  those  biblical  truths  that  isolate  homo- 
sexual persons  while  sprewing  affirmations  of  lukewarm  confu- 
sion as  is  currently  presented  in  the  contrast  of  paragraphs  65C, 
65G  and  66H  in  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline.  Rather,  we  ask  that 
General  Conference  2000  call  the  Church  to  recognize  that  God's 
truth  is  yet  being  revealed  through  the  frailty  of  clay  vessels  and  as 
such,  love  for  Jesus  Christ  and  the  church  for  which  he  died  is  the 
foundation  upon  which  we  stand  so  whether  in  agreement  or  dis- 
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agreement  on  issues  of  homosexuality  we  will  not  forsake  the 

Broddmg  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  midst  of  the  community  of 
nited  Methodists  to  continue  searching  for  higher  grounds  of  un- 
derstanding and  justice. 

Be  It  further  resolved  that  2000  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Spirit  of  Isaiah  1:18,  "Come  now,  and  let 
us  reason  together,  saith  the  Lord:  though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet, 
they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow;  though  they  be  red  like  crimson, 
they  shall  be  as  wool..."  Declare  that  all  Cnarge  Conferences  from 
years  2000-2003  shall  be  deemed  "A  Time  of  Reckoning"  whereby 
the  people  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  speak  and  cast  an  opinion  vote  at  every  charge  conl^rence 
on  the  following  issues  confronting  the  Church  in  the  area  of  ho- 
mosexuality: 

1)  Shall  our  ministers  in  our  churches  be  allowed  to  conduct 
ceremonies  that  celebrate  homosexual  unions? 

2)Shall  the  General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  keeping  with  paragraph  212  of  our  19%  Discipline,  allow  a 
charge  conference  to  determine  the  extent  of  its  nussional  and  pas- 
toral ministries  with  homosexual  persons  to  include  but  not  lim- 
ited to  ceremonies  that  celebrate  homosexual  unions? 

3)Shall  the  United  Methodist  Church  ordain  "self-avowed  prac- 
ticing homosexuals?" 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  2000  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  declare  that  it  shall  be  the  responsibihty 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  create  the  form  and 
method  of  reporting  the  responses  to  the  above  three  questions 
and  such  form  and  reporting  process  shall  be  made  available  to 
each  annual  conference  no  later  than  September  1,  2000. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  2000  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  charge  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci- 
ety with  the  responsibility  of  compiling  and  reporting  the  findings 
as  reflected  by  tne  voices  of  those  who  live  out  their  with  in  Jesus 
Christ  through  their  ministry  in  Charge  Conferences  throughout 
United  Methodism.  Said  report,  shallbe  made  available  no  later 
than  March  30,  2004,  and  shall  be  considered  advisory  to  all  dele- 
gates of  the  2004  General  Conference  as  to  where  our  people  stand 
on  the  breadth  and  depth  of  our  ministry  with  homosexual  per- 
sons. 


31828-HE-351-D 

delete  paragraph  351 

delete  paragraph  3553 

Delete  the  phrase  in  paragraph  355,  beginning  paragraph,  "or  by 
the  action  of  the  Annual  Conference  upon  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry." 

delete  paragraph  358 

Delete  the  words  "administrative  location"  in  360 


delete  paragraph  363 


31882-D1-654-D 

Petition  Number  31882  Dl  654  D  Natl.  Assoc  of  AC.  Lav 
Leaders    Clarify  election  and  membership  of  district  lay  leaders 
and  associates 

Amend  654.2  and  5;  add  a  new  subparagraph  as  8: 
654.2  There  may  be  an  associate  district  lay  leader  ivithin  a  dis- 
tnct    The  associate  lay  leader  shall  be  electea  as  determined  by  the 
annual  district  conference.  The  method  of  nomination  and  term  of 
office  shall  be  determined  by  the  annual  district  conference. 

654.5  The  distnct  lay  leader  shall  be  elected  as  determined  by 
the  annual  district  conference.  The  method  of  nomination  ana 
term  of  office  shall  be  determined  by  the  annual  district  confer- 
ence. 

654.8  The  district  lay  leader  shall  be  a  member  of  the  confer- 
ence board  of  laity  or  equivalent  structure. 

31915-LC-262.2-D 

Petition  Number  31915-LC-262  2-D  Natl  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders  Lay  leader  be  full  member  of  PPR 
Amend  262.2 

There  shall  be  a  committee  on  pastor-parish  relations  (staff  par- 
ish relations)  of  not  fewer  than  five  nor  more  than  nine  laypersons 
representative  of  the  total  charge.  However, .  .  .  committee    One 
of^the  five  to  nine  persons  shallbe  a  young  adult  the  lay  leader 
One  of  the  five  to  nine  persons  shafl  be  me  lay  member  of  the 
annual  conference.  One  of  the  five  to  nine  f>ersons  may  be  a  se- 


nior high  youth.  All  shall  be  members  .  . .  provides  otherwise.  No 
staff  member  or  .  may  serve  on  the  committee.  In  addition  to  the 
five  to  nine  persons,  a  lay  member  of  annual  conference  shall  also 
be  a  member  serve  on  the  committee.  In  the  event  that  the  lay 
leader  is  not  an  elected  member  . . . 

31920-FA-1506.18-D 

Petition  Number  31920-FA-1506.18-D  GBPHB  Compensation 
limitations  effective  January  1,  2001,  amend  paragraph  1506.18  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline  to  read: 

Actual  compensation,  limited  by  the  denominational  average 
compensation,  is  the  basic  contribution  base  of  the  Ministerial  Pen- 
sion Plan  and  Comprehensive  Protection  Plan.  Other  options  set- 
ting the  contribution  base  as  actual  compensation  limited  by  150 
percent  of  the  denominational  average  compensation,  or  actual 
compensation,  may  be  elected  by  teh  annual  conference  or  other 
participating  groups  as  they  may  determine.  The  above  limits  do 
not  apply  to  personal  contributions  or  tax  deferred  annuity  contri- 
butions. Actual  compensation,  limited  by  200  percent  of  the  de- 
nominational average  compensation,  is  the  basic  contribution 
base  of  the  Comprehensive  Protection  Plan. 

31921-FA-1506.17-D 

Amend  first  sentence  of  paragraph  1506.17  to  read: 
Pension  and  benefit  contributions  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Plan  Sponsor,  if  not  remitted  by  the  salary-paying  unit  of  a  par- 
ticipant in  the  Ministerial  Pension  Plan  and  tne  Comprehensive 
Protection  Plan. 


.with  the  provisions 


31923-FA-1506.20-D 

Amend  paragraph  1506.20 

The  annual  conference  board  of  [)ensions . 
of  such  plans  (see&337:l). 

31955-GJ-NonDis-O 

WHEREAS  the  Connectional  Process  Team  has  undertaken  the 
task  of  a  major  restructuring  of  our  denomination,  and 

WHEREAS  that  proposed  recommendation  was  not  available  to 
Annual  Conferences  and  Local  Churches  for  reflection,  critique 
and  prayerful  study, 

THEREFORE,  let  it  be  resolved  that  no  action  on  the  CPT  report 
be  adopted,  provisionally  or  fully,  during  the  coming  quadren- 
nium.  During  this  time  resources  will  be  provided  to  each  Annual 
Conference  and  local  church  to  embark  on  a  careful  study  of  the 
report  and  its  recommendations.  Careful  reflection  and  prayer 
seeking  Gold's  guidance  about  the  future  of  our  church  should  be 
incorporated  into  any  study  process. 

31964-LC-NonDis-O 

Petition  Number  31964-LC-NonDU-O  Delete  101,102  and  103 
and  move  first  3  paragraphs  before  201  into  their  places  North 
Texas  delegation  to  G.C. 

Delete  101,102  and  103  and  replace  with  the  following: 

The  Mission 

The  mission  of  the  Church  is  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 

Rationale  for  Our  Mission 

The  mission  of  the  Church  is  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 
by  proclaiming  the  good  news  of  God's  grace  and  thus  seeking 
the  fulfillment  of  God's  reign  and  realm  in  the  world.  The  ful- 
fillment of  God's  reign  and  realm  in  the  world  is  the  vision 
Scripture  holds  before  us. 

Jesus'  words  in  Matthew  28:19-20  provide  the  Church  with  our 
mission:  "Co  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations,  baptiz- 
ing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to  obey  everything  that  1  have 
commanded  you." 

This  mission  is  our  grace-filled  response  to  the  Reign  of  God 
in  the  world  announced  by  Jesus.  God's  grace  is  active  every- 
where, at  all  times,  carrying  out  this  purpose  as  revealed  in  the 
Bible.  It  is  expressed  in  God's  covenant  with  Abraham  and  Sa- 
rah, in  the  Exodus  of  Israel  from  Egypt,  and  in  the  ministry  of 
the  prophets.  It  is  fully  embodied  in  the  life,  death  and  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ  It  is  experienced  in  the  ongoing  creation  of  a 
new  people  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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John  Wesley,  Phillip  Otterbein,  Jacob  Albright,  and  our  other 
spiritual  forebears  understood  this  mission  in  this  way.  When- 
ever United  Methodism  has  had  a  clear  sense  of  mission,  God 
has  used  our  Church  to  save  persons,  heal  relationships,  trans- 
form social  structures,  and  spread  scriptural  holiness,  thereby 
changing  the  world.  In  order  to  be  truly  alive,  we  embrace  Jesus' 
mandate  to  make  disciples  of  all  peoples. 

The  Process  for  Carrying  Out  Our  Mission 

We  make  disciples  as  we: 

-proclaim  the  gospel,  seek,  welcome  and  gather  persons  into 
the  body  of  Christ; 

-lead  persons  to  commit  their  lives  to  God  through  Jesus 
Christ; 

-nurture  persons  in  Christian  living  through  worship,  bap- 
tism, communion,  Bible  and  other  studies,  prayer,  and  other 
means  of  grace;  and 

-send  persons  into  the  world  to  live  lovingly  and  justly  as  ser- 
vants of  Christ  by  healing  the  sick,  feeding  the  hungry,  caring 
for  the  stranger,  freeing  the  oppressed,  and  working  to  have  so- 
cial structures  consistent  with  the  gospel;  and 

-continue  the  mission  of  seeking,  welcoming  and  gathering 
persons  into  the  community  of  the  body  of  Qurist. 

31965-FO-65-D 

Amend  fifth  paragraph  of  Paragraph  65  G 

G)  Human  Sexuality — 

Homosexual  persons  no  less  than  heterosexual  persons  are  indi- 
viduals of  sacred  worth.  All  persons  need  the  ministry  and  guid- 
ance of  the  church  in  their  struggles  for  human  fulfillment,  as  well 
as  the  spiritual  and  emotional  care  of  a  fellowship  that  enables  rec- 
onciling relationships  with  God,  with  others,  and  with  self.  Al-     ■ 
though  we  do  not  condene^he  practice  of  hemosexuality^nd 
consider  this  practice  incompatible  vyitKGhfistian^  teaching.  Al- 
though faithful  Christians  disagree  on  the  compatibility  of  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  with  Christian  teaching,  we  affirm  that 
God's  grace  is  available  to  all  persons.  We  commit  ourselves  to  be 
in  ministry  for  and  with  all  persons. 

31966-DI-NonDis-O! 

At  the  February  1999  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Commit- 
tee on  Older  Adult  Ministries  the  following  two  profKJsals  were 
approved.  The  first  proposal  is  a  recommended  Comprehensive 
Plan  for  Older  Adult  Ministries.  The  second  proposal  is  an  operat- 
ing budget  for  the  Committee  for  2001-2004. 

Comprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult  Ministries 

Whereas,  there  are  now  35  million  people  65  years  of  age  and 
older  in  the  United  States,  and  by  the  year  2030  this  number  will 
double  to  70  million,  and  the  world  population  will  experience 
comparable  growth  in  the  numbers  of  older  adults;  and 

Whereas,  the  percentage  of  growth  in  this  age  group  is  even 
greater  within  The  United  Methodist  Church;  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  growing  need  for  effective  ministries  by, 
with,  and  for  older  adults  in  our  United  Methodist  congregaHons 
and  in  our  communities;  and 

Whereas,  the  Scriptures,  the  Social  Principles,  and  The  Book  of 
Resolutions  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  call  upon  United  Meth- 
odists to  be  intentional  about  older  adult  ministries;  and 

Whereas,  the  1996  General  Conference,  as  recorded  in  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  ^1 1 19.3.b,  mandated  that  the  Committee  on  Older 
Adult  Ministries  "promote  a  plan  of  comprehensive  ministry  by, 
with,  and  for  older  adults  in  focal  churches  that  includes  spiritual 
growth,  education,  training,  mission,  service,  and  fellowship"; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  The  United  Methodist  Church  im- 
plement a  Comprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult  Ministries,  calling 
for  the  General  Conference  to  fund  the  Comprehensive  Plan 
through  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  with  $500,000  for  the 
2001-2004  quadrennium.  These  funds  are  to  provide; 

a  full-lime  older-adult-ministries  staff  person  and  support  staff 
at  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship; 

printed,  visual,  and  electronic  materials  for  older-adult  minis- 
tries; 

grants  to  annual  conferences  to  conduct  needs  surveys; 
grants  to  annual  conferences,  districts,  local  UM  congregations 
and  individual  United  Methodists  for  developing  and  implement- 
ing new  older-adult  ministries. 


Budget  Plan  for  Comprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult  Minis- 
tries for  2001-2004  Quadrennium  includes 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  staff  supixjrt  beyond  the  level  of 
the  1997-2000  quadrennium  for  older-adult  ministries$250,000 

Printed,  visual,  and  electronic  resources  -  including  a  webpage 
$70,000 

Needs  survey  support  for  annual  conferences  (up  to  $1,000  per 
annual  conference) 

Grants  for  developing  new  older-adult  ministries$l 20,000 

Total  Comprehensive  Plan  Budget$500,000 

31967-GJ-NonDis-O 

Whereas  the  report  of  the  Connectional  Process  Team  (Ad- 
vanced Daily  Christian  Advocate  pp.  5-21)  provides  for  the  imple- 
mentation of  its  recommendations  in  the  section  entitled,  "Living 
into  the  Future"  beginning  on  p.  18;  and 

Whereas,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  being  pro- 
posed by  teh  Connectional  Process  Team,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
proposals  in  the  Living  Into  the  Future  section  of  its  report  be  im- 
plemented; 

Therefore,  it  is  recommended  that  a  Covenant  Council  be  cre- 
ated to  lead  in  modeling  Christian  conferencing  and  covenant  rela- 
tionships, and  to  enable  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  act  upon 
the  transformational  directions. 

During  the  2001-2004  quadrennium,  the  Covenant  Council  will 
replace  the  current  General  Council  on  Ministries  and  will  help  us 
move  toward  collaborative  work  among  the  Global  and  Central 
Conferences.  It  will  model  the  new  style  of  leadership  of  Covenant 
Councils,  guiding  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  discerning 
God's  vision  for  its  ministry  and  mission  by  providing  a  holistic 
process  that  focuses  the  work  of  all  the  parts.  This  vision  enables 
the  council  to  clarify  responsibilities,  to  call  for  accountability  to 
the  vision  and  mission  goals,  and  to  provide  for  focused,  shared 
resourcingfor  ministry  and  mission  in  a  changing,  complex  envi- 
ronment. The  Covenant  Council  will  call  us  to  work  together  in  a 
new  way  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  will  help  us  see  the 
church  as  a  whole,  call  us  to  respond  to  God's  Spirit  in  shaping  the 
ministries  of  the  church,  and  lead  us  into  deeper  relationships  as  a 
Christ-centered  community.  Discerning  God  s  vision  for  the 
church  is  a  continuous  process  since  our  God  is  a  living  God. 

The  Covenant  Council  will  be  assigned  the  following  tasks: 
1).  To  lead  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  knowing  God's  vrill 
for  its  work,  and  living  as  biblical  people  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition 
through  a  style  of  leadership  where  all  members  of  the  Covenant 
Council  are  equals  around  the  table  with  voice  and  vote.  The  Cov- 
enant Council  will  strive  to  live  and  work  together  in  a  manner 
that  is  collegial,  cooperative  and  inclusive,  and  that  actively  prac- 
tices hospitality. 

2)  To  guide  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  articulating  a  clear 
and  compelling  ministry  vision  through  a  holistic  process  that  fo- 
cuses the  work  of  all  the  parts. 

3)  To  prepare  appropriate  legislation  to  implement  the  Global 
Conference  and  Central  Conferences  as  envisioned  in  the 
transformational  directions.  A  preliminary  draft  of  this  legislation 
shall  be  shared  with  the  Church  by  July,  1  2002.  A  final  draft  shall 
be  presented  to  the  2004  General  Conference. 

4)  To  redesign  and  align  the  work  of  the  general  agencies  and  to 
provide  implementing  legislation  to  the  2004  General  Conference. 

Developing  specific  ways  for  agencies  to  integrate  work  in  the 
areas  described  on  pp.  12-13,  including  the  number  and  size  of 
agencies  and  the  size  and  configuration  of  elected  agency  boards 
for  the  most  effective  use  of  combined  resources; 

Determining  how  the  work  of  agencies  will  be  assigned  to  the 
Global  and  Central  Conference  Covenant  Councils  after  2(X)4; 

Determining  how  agencies  will  provide  resources  for  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches; 

Recommending  to  the  2004  General  Conference  the  best  way  to 
staff  the  work  beyond  the  annual  conferences  and  determining 
where  the  responsibility  for  personnel  should  be  vested;  and 

Developing  ways  of  evaluating  the  results  of  the  work  that  is  fi- 
nanced. 

5)  The  present  membership  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
shall  complete  its  work  by  September  1,  2000.  For  purposes  of 
transition,  the  GCOM  Conciliar  Forum  will  continue  to  function 
until  July  1,  2001,  in  order  to  complete  any  necessary  administra- 
tive, legal  and  personnel  responsibilities  in  cooperation  with  the 
Covenant  Council.  Staff  necessary  to  the  transitional  work  of  the 
Conciliar  Forum  will  also  continue  until  July  1,  2001.  This  neces- 
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sary  staff  will  be  determined  by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  in  consul- 
tation with  the  GCOM  Conciliar  Forum. 

6)  To  assure  and  execute  in  transformational  ways  any  further 
essential  responsibilities  presently  assigned  to  the  COM  as  per  the 
I**t>  Book  of  Discipline  of  the  UMC,  including: 

MtKleling,  leaching,  and  practicing  our  identity  as  United  Meth- 
ixiist  Chnslians; 

Clearly  stating  and  communication  missional  objectives  and 
faith  stones; 

Engaging  in  leadership  development  and  training  and  ensuring 
inclusiveness  of  participation 

The  Covenant  Council,  in  consultation  with  the  GCOM  Conciliar 
Forum,  will  determine  the  essential  functions  that  must  be  contin- 
ued bevond  2004  and  those  that  should  be  discontinued,  and  will 
make  the  appropriate  recommendatiorvs  to  the  2004  General  Con- 
ference. 

7)  To  propose  to  the  20O4  General  Conference  the  next  steps  for 
implementing  the  Covenant  Councils  throughout  the  connection 
ana  at  all  times  to  be  guided  by  the  transformational  directions. 

8)  To  relate  to  annual  conferences  and  build  mutual  relation- 
ships with  annual  conference  leadership. 

9)  The  Council  of  Bishops  will  convene  the  Covenant  Council  as 
soon  as  possible  but  no  later  than  December  1,  2000,  and  choose 
from  among  it  retired  membership  a  bishop  to  staff  the  Covenant 
Council  through  the  2004  General  Conference. 

10)  The  membership  of  the  Covenant  Council  will  include: 

One  bishop  from  each  jurisdiction  and  the  secretary  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Bishops  and  three  bishops  from  the  Central  Conferences  (one 
each  from  Europe,  the  Philippines,  and  Africa)  elected  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  (9  total) 

Three  representatives  from  each  jurisdiction  (15)  (one  clergy/ 
two  lav)  recommended  bv  the  colleges  of  bishops  and  elected  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  one  lay  person  from  each  central  con- 
ference (7),  recommended  by  the  bisnops  of  the  central  confer- 
ences and  elected  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  (22  total) 

The  general  secretary  of  each  general  agency  (13  total) 
''    One  elected  member  from  each  general  agency  (lay  if  general 
secretary  is  clergy),  elected  by  the  general  agency  (13  total) 

Two  representatives  from  the  affiliated  autonomous  churches  in 
Asia  and  two  representatives  from  the  affiliated  autonomous 
churches  in  Latin  America,  designated  by  the  appropriate  fraternal 
organization  in  the  regions  (4  total) 

Two  representatives  from  the  affiliated  autonomous  Methodist 
Church  of  Puerto  Rico  (2  total) 

Additional  members  for  inclusiveness,  diversity,  and  propor- 
tionality, with  particular  attention  to  including  a  variety  of  eth- 
nic/racial persons  and  youth  and  young  adults,  elected  by  the 
Counal  of  Bishops,  not  to  exceed  15  (15  total) 

Total  78 

It  is  recommended  that  the  membership  include  60%  laity  and 
40%  clergy. 

1 1 )  The  Covenant  Council  will  be  provided  funding  at  the  level 
of  the  funding  allocated  to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  for 
the  1997-2000  quadrennium 

12)  The  Covenant  Council  will  be  accountable  to  the  2004  (^n- 
eral  Conference,  and  will  report  back  on  each  of  the  tasks  listed 
above.  During  the  2001-2004  quadrennium,  the  Covenant  Council 
will  make  annual  progress  reports  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
the  annual  conferences. 

Bishop  Sharon  A.  Brown  Christopher,  Chairperson 
The  following  petitions  did  not  appear  in  the  ADCA. 

31925-FA-1501-D 

Amend  1 1 501 .3  of  TTif  Book  of  Discipline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  adding  the  following  to  the  end  of  the  subparagraph: 

Durinethis  time  of  transition  in  the  general  structure  of  the 
general  Church  and  in  order  to  discharge  its  fiduciary  duties 


solely  in  the  interest  of  participants  and  their  beneficiaries  and 
for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  providing  benefits  to  participants 
and  their  beneficiaries  as  required  by  11504.14  of  the  Discipline, 
all  matters  related  to  the  work  of  the  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  shall  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  1996  Discipline  until  the  General  Conference 
adopts  specific  provisions  amending  the  provisions  which  exist 
in  the  1996  Discipline.  The  effective  date  of  this  subpapagraph 
shall  be  the  close  of  the  2000  General  Conference. 

31956-CS-NonDis-O 

Whereas,  The  (Geneva  Convention,  Protocol  #1  Article  54,  pro- 
hibits the  starvation  of  children  and  the  destruction  of  agricultural 
products  as  methods  of  warfare;  and 

Whereas,  economic  sanctions  imposed  by  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  United  Nations  against  Iraq  result  in  : 

-  deprivation  of  most  Iraqi  citizens,  especially  the  youngest  and 
weakest,  while  the  very  most  privilegecf,  at  whom  sanctions  are  di- 
rected, continue  to  prosper. 

-  poverty  so  extreme  that  approximately  30%  of  Iraqi  children 
suffer  acute  or  chronic  malnutrition; 

-  gastrointestinal  illnesses,  the  primary  killer  of  Iraqi  children, 
being  spread  by  contaminated  water; 

-  the  death  of  one  Iraqi  child  every  79  minutes  from  preventable 
diseases  or  malnutrition  directly  linked  to  sanctions  (UNICEF); 

-  the  absence  of  adequate  medical  care,  supposed  to  be  allevi- 
ated by  oil  sales,  persisting  because  equipment  and  infrastructure 
needed  to  distribute  the  medicines  have  been  decimated  by  the 
sanctions. 

Therefore  we  urge  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United 
Nations  to  abide  by  the  Geneva  Convention  and  end  economic 
sanctions.  Our  historic  commitment  to  the  human  rights  of  the 
world's  people  demands  no  less! 

Petitions  Referred  to  New  Legislative  Committee 


Pet.#   From 

To 

30230  CS 

GM 

31282  GM 

CS 

30259  CS 

IC 

3064S  CS 

FO 

30680  CS 

IC 

30839  CO 

GM 

30306  IC 

CS 

30308  IC 

CS 

30940  CO 

HE 

30841  CO 

GM 

Petitions  Voided  by  Committee  on  Reference 


30258 
30790 
30908 
30928 
31418 
31768 
31039 
31850 
31672 
31787 
31958 
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Consent  Calendar  Explanation 

There  are  three  consent  calendars:  A)  concurrence  with  proposed  changes  to  the  Discipline.  B)  concurrence  with  petitions  on 
non-Disciplinary  matters.  C)  non-concurrence  on  Disciplinary  and  non-Disciplinary  items.  The  first  day  items  will  be  listed  as  01. 
The  second  day  will  be  listed  02,  and  so  forth.  Items  can  be  placed  on  the  consent  calendar  if:  1)  no  more  than  five  votes  were  cast 
against  the  prevailing  position;  2)  it  has  no  financial  implications;  3)  the  proposal  does  not  require  a  constitutional  amendment.  Any 
five  delegates  may  have  a  consent  calendar  item  removed  by  signing  the  appropriate  form  found  in  Room  204.  This  form  must  be  re- 
turned to  the  secretary  by  3  p.m.  on  the  day  it  appears  in  the  DCA. 
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1  -602.4 

Subject:  Add  the  word 
"professing"  in  front  of 
"member" 

Committee  Item:  CO4-602.4-C 
Petition: 

30361-CO-602.4-D,Pg.  174 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  72;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

2  -603.9 

Subject:  Lav  leader  to  be  a 
"professing"  member 

Committee  Item:  CO5-603.9-C 
Petition: 

30362-CO-603.9-D,  Pg.  176 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  72;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

3  -507 

Subject:  Replace  "ordained 
minister"  with  "clergy  member" 
to  allow  all  to  petition  General 
Conference 

Committee  Item:  CO6-507-C 
Petition: 
30092-CO-507-D,  Pg.  169 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  73 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


4  -649.2 

Subject:  The  committee  on 
disability  concerns  shall  be  an 
advocate  for  persons  with 
disabilities 

Committee  Item:  CO10-649.2-C 
Petition: 

30413-CO-649.2-D,Pg.  181 
Membership:  89;  Present:  73; 
For:  65;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


5-1201 

Subject:  Change  NYMO  to 

UMYO 

Committee  Item:  DI2-1201-C 
Petition: 
31558-DI-1201-D,Pg.290 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Conciuxence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


6  -1202 

Subject:  New  purpose,  mission 

&  core  values  for  NYMO 

Committee  Item:  DI3-1202-C 
Petition: 

31559-DI-1202-D,Pg.290 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  93 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


7  -1204 

Subject:  Change  NYMO 

structure  to  three  basic  units 

Committee  Item:  DI4-1204-C 


Petition: 

31560-DI-1204-D,Pg.  291 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


8  -1205 

Subject:  Make  goals/parameters 

clearer  and  concise 

Committee  Item:  DI5-1205-C 
Petition: 

31561-DI-1205-D,Pg.  291 
Membership:  109;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


9  -1206.3 

Subject:  Add  the  jurisdictional 

youth  coordinator  to  jurisd 

COM 

Committee  Item:  DI7-1206.3-C 
Petition: 

31562-DI-1206.3-D,Pg.  291 
Membership:  109;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


10-1118 

Subject:  Be  inclusive  of  the 

whole  of  life  development 

Committee  Item:  DIl  1-1 1 18-C 
Petition: 

30466-DI-1118-D,Pg.290 
Membership:  109;  Present:  90; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 
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The  Comminee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 


11  -1110 

Subject:  Change  the  words  '^all 
persons"  to  "people  of  all  ages" 

Committee  Item:  DI12-1110-C 
Petition: 

30454-DI-1110-D,Pg.  287 
Membership:  109;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

TTie  Comminee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concunence  [ )  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


12  -629 

Subject:  Use  holistic  language  in 
describing  formation  of 
Christian  disciples 

Comminee  Item:  DII9-629-A 
Petition: 

30434-DI-629-D,  Pg.  282 
Membership:  109;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  <Section  lb 
add  the  word  Christian  before  spiritual 
formation.  Keep  age-level  in  line  23> 


I )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcunence  Date  / 
13  -I1I4 

Subject:  Refer  to  Upper  Room 
as  entity  of  GBOD 

Committee  Item:  DI20-1 1 I4-A 
Petition: 

30467-DI-I114-D,  Pg.  288 
Membership:  109;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends 

concurcnce  with  the  petition  as  amended  as 
follows; 

add  at  the  end  of  the  second  para- 
graph: ...and  transformirvg  relation- 
ship with  God  through  Christ. 


( 1  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


14  -806 

Subject:  Be  neutral  on  abortion 
and  GCFA  police  entire  UMC  to 
assure  compliance 

Committee  Item:  FA9-806-C 
Petition: 

30202-FA-806-D,  Pg.  432 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


15  -2622 

Subject:  Judicial  Council  shall 

have  a  website 

Comminee  Item:  GJ5-2622-A 
Petition: 

31202-GJ-2622-D,Pg.  734 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  65;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  10; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended: 


Amend  to  read:  The  decisions  of  the  Judi- 
cial Council  should  shall  be  available  pub- 
lished ot  an  Internet  site  maintained  for  or 
by  the  Judicial  Council  at  the  official  United 
Methodist  Web  site  (www.umc.org  or  its 
successor). 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

16-2616.3 

Subject:  Publication  of  Judicial 

Council  docket 

Committee  Item:  GJ6-2616.3-A 
Petition: 

31200-GJ-2616.3-D,  Pg.  734 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  76;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  third  and  fourth  sentences 
of2616.3: 

3 .  When  a  declaratory  decision  ...  the  pe- 
tition shall  name  such  parties.  .  .  .  Wttiwi 
twenty  (20)  days  of  After  receiving  such  re- 
quest, the  secretary  of  the  Judicial  Council 
shall  submit  a  bnef  statement  of  the  ques- 
tion involved  to  The  /nlerpreKf  or  its  sue- 
oeoflof  for  publiootion —  Newscope,  or 
any  publication  specified  by  notice  in 
Newscope,  to  be  included  without  cost  in 
the  next  edition.  The  Judicial  council  shall 


not  hear  and  determine  any  such  matter  un- 
til thirty  (30)  days  after  such  publication  in 
Newscope.  The  same  information  s4i«*t)d 
shall  also  be  printed  in  The  Interpreter 
and  be  included  as  pari  of  an  Inlcrncl»tte 
maintained  for  or  by  Ihc  Judicial  Council 
published  at  the  ofTicial  United  Method- 
ist website  (www.umc.org  or  its  succes- 
sor). If  the  president  of  the  council 
determines . . . 


[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale  / 
17-2622.1 

Subject:  Publish  Judicial 
Council  decisions  in  Newscope 

Committee  Item:  GJ7-2622.1-A 
Petition: 

30002-GJ-2622.1-D,  Pg.  734 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  78;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Change  ^  2622. 1  to  read:  Within  ninety 
(90)  days  following  each  session  of  the  Ju- 
dicial Council,  the  digest  of  decisions  of  the 
Judicial  Council  shall  be  published  in  The 
Inteiprctcr  United  Methodist  Sewscope 
and  The  Interpreter  or  its  their  successor 
publication  s. 


[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

18-2617 

Subject:  Judicial  Council 
unconstitutional  decisions  of 
BOD  shall  be  published  in  the 
ADCA  for  next  GC 
Committee  Item:  GJ9-26I7-C 
Petition: 

31201-GJ-26I7-D,  Pg.  734 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


19  -1405.24 

Subject:  Include  persons  with 

disaoilities  in  Course  of  Study 
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Committee  Item:  HE3-1405.24-C 
Petition; 

30415-HE-1405.24-D,  Pg.  1009 
Membership:  108;  Present:  99; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


20-316 

Subject:  Defining 
commissioning 

Committee  Item:  HE4-316-C 
Petition: 

30738-HE-316-D,  Pg.  955 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


21  -310 

Subject:  Add  the  word  "each"  to 

clarify 

Committee  Item:  HE5-310-C 
Petition: 

30357-HE-310-D,  Pg.  949 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  99;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


22  -317 

Subject:  Probationary  service  of 

commissioned  ministers 

Committee  Item:  HE9-317-C 
Petition: 

30739-HE-3I7-D,Pg.  955 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


23  -348 

Subject:  Continuing  education 

and  spiritual  growth 

Committee  Item:  HE14-348-A 
Petition: 

30757-HE-348-D,  Pg.  977 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  348.3  (Line  6) 
to  read  "...at  least  five  years." 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


24  -330 

Subject:  Definition  of  a  pastor 

Committee  Item:  HE15-330-C 
Petition: 
30745-HE-330-D,  Pg.  964 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


25  -359 

Subject:  Readmis^ion  to 

probationary  membership 

Committee  Item:  HE22-359-C 
Petition: 

30763-HE-359-D,  Pg.  988 
Membership:  108;  Present:  108; 
For:  1 06;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


26  -356.2 

Subject:  Honorable  location 

Committee  Item:  HE23-356.2-C 
Petition: 
30760-HE-356.2-D,  Pg.  984 
Membership:  108;  Present:  108; 
For:  1 08;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


27  -360.4 

Subject:  Readmission  after 

honorable  or  administrative 

location 

Committee  Item:  HE24-360.4-C 
Petition: 

30764-HE-360.4-D,  Pg.  988 
Membership:  108;  Present:  108; 
For:  107;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


28  -320.2 

Subject:  To  be  excused  from 
annual  conference  a  deacon  in 
full  connection  shall  write  to 
conference  sec'ty 
Committee  Item:  HE25-320.2-A 
Petition: 

30490-HE-320.2-D,  Pg.  956 
Membership:  108;  Present:  108; 
For:  1 08;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Remove  the 
last  sentence  of  11320.2. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


.29  -324 

Subject:  Elders  in  full 
connection 

Committee  Item:  HE27-324-A 
Petition: 

30743-HE-324-D,  Pg.  960 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  96;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Delete  words 
"especially  member  churches  of  The 
Churches  of  Christ  Uniting"  in  last  sentence 

of1I324.3 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


30-321.4 

Subject:  Willingness  to  relate 
yourself  to  all  regardless  of 
ethnicity,  gender,  orientation, 
age,  eco.  cond. 

Committee  Item:  HE32-321.4-C 
Petition: 

30639-HE-321.4-D,Pg.  958 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  96;  Against:  3 ;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

31  -322 

Subject:  Appointment  of 
Deacons  in  lull  connection  to 
various  ministries 

Committee  Item:  HE33-322-C 
Petition: 

30742-HE-322-D,  Pg.  958 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  1 03 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 
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I  I  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

32  -326.3 

Subject:  Alternate  route  to  full 
connection  for  local  pastors 
completing  M.Div. 

Committee  Item:  HE38-326.3-A 
Petition: 

30610-HE-326.3-D,  Pg.  962 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  10 1;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows;  Remove 
words  "as  an  alternate  route" 

(  1  Concuirence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

33  -326 

Subject:  Willingness  to  relate  to 
all  regardless  of  ethnicity,  etc. 
regarding  examination  of  elders. 

Committee  Item:  HE40-326-C 
Petition: 

30641-HE-326-D,  Pg.  962 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale    I 


34  -328 

Subject:  CM  ordained  clergy  in 
ecumenical  appointments 
Committee  Item:  HE41-328-C 
Petition: 

30744-HE-328-D,  Pg.  963 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  1 03;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


35  -335.2 

Subject:  Accountability  of  elders 

to  the  annual  conference 

Committee  Item:  HE46-335.2-C 
Petition: 

30746-HE-335.2-D,  Pg.  968 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  99;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 


36  -534 

Subject:  Revised  election 
language  of  GCUMM 
jurisdictional  members 

Comminee  Item:  1C1-534-C 
Petition: 

30278-IC-534-D,  Pg.  1089 
Membership:  73;  Present:  69; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


37  -2302 

Subject:  New  language  for 
purpose,  program  &  resource 
delivery  systems  of  the 
commission 

Committee  Item:  IC3-2302-C 
Petition: 
30285-IC-2302-D,  Pg.  1095 
Membership:  73;  Present:  68; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


38  -2301 

Subject:  Establish  GCUMM 
beyond  the  temporary  status  in 
the  founding  legislation 

Committee  Item:  IC6-2301-C 
Petition: 

30284-IC-2301-D,  Pg.  1094 
Membership:  73;  Present:  65; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


39-664 

Subject:  Revised  language  of 
district  UMM  constitution 
Committee  Item:  IC7-664-C 
Petition: 

30280-IC-664-D,  Pg.  1092 
Membership:  73;  Present:  66; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


40-1712.2 

Subject:  Make  Maryland 
location  an  official  heritage 
landmark  of  the  UMC 

Committee  Item:  IC8-1712.2-C 
Petition: 

30087-1C-1712.2-D,  Pg.  1092 
Membership:  73;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


41  -638.1 

Subject:  Nominate  buildings, 
locations,  structures  for 
designation  as  historic  or 
heritage  landmarks 
Committee  Item:  IC9-638.1-C 
Petition: 

30084-IC-638.1-D,  Pg.  1089 
Membership:  73;  Present:  64; 
For:  64;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


42  -645 

Subject:  Revised  language  of 

conference  UMM  constitution 

Committee  Item:  IC10-645-A 
Petition: 

30279-IC-645-D,  Pg.  1091 
Membership:  73;  Present:  69; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Article  4.  Membership  - 

...be  composed  of  all  men  of  local 
churches  or  charges  (chartered  or 
unchartered)  within  the  bounds  of  the  con- 
ference and  all  clergy. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


43  -2403 

Subject:  World  Methodist 
Council  and  Commission  on  Pan 
Methodist  Cooperation 
Committee  Item:  IC15-2403-C 
Petition: 

30832-IC-2403-D,  Pg.  1418 
Membership:  73;  Present:  64; 
For:  64;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 


I  I  Concurrence  |  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  f  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


44  -2400 

Subject:  Liaison  role  of  the 

Council  of  Bishops 

Committee  Item:  1C17-2400-C 
Petition: 

30830-IC-2400-D,  Pg.  1100 
Membership:  73;  Present:  65; 
For:  65 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


45  -1903.8 

Subject:  Work  toward  unity  and 

understanding  within  the  UMC 

Committee  Item:  IC 19-1 903. 8-C 
Petition: 

30827-IC-1903.8-D,Pg.  1093 
Membership:  73;  Present:  65; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


46-2543.10 

Subject:  Churches  shall  secure 

guaranteed  title  on  properties 

Committee  Item:  LC7-2543.10-C 
Petition: 

30462-LC-2543.10-D,Pg.  1138 
Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 


For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date  / 


47  -2541 

Subject:  Change  title  to  reflect 

content  of  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  LC8-2541-C 
Petition: 

31197-LC-2541-D,  Pg.  1137 
Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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48  -R397 

Subject:  School  busing 

Committee  Item:  CS10-R397-C 
Petition: 

30564-CS-R397-U,  Pg.  117 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


49-R516 

Subject:  The  UMC  and 

church-government  relations 

Committee  Item:  CSl  1-R516-C 
Petition: 

30567-CS-R516-U,  Pg.  137 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

1  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

50  -R268 

Subject:  Health  for  all  by  the 

year  2000 

Committee  Item:  CS12-R268-C 
Petition: 
30559-CS-R268-U,  Pg.  1 14 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Agamst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 


Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

51  -R312 

Subject:  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 

other  hate  groups  in  the  US 

Committee  Item:  CSI3-R312-C 
Petition: 

30561-CS-R3I2-U,Pg.  116 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  j  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

52-R431 

Subject:  Closing  of  military 

installations 

Committee  Item:  CS14-R431-C 
Petition: 

30508-CS-R431-U,Pg.  118 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


53  -R628 

Subject:  Justice  for  the  Rev. 

Alex  Awad 

Committee  Item:  CSI5-R628-C 
Petition: 

30524-CS-R628-U,  Pg.  151 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


54  -R526 

Subject:  Domestic  surveillance 

Committee  Item:  CSI6-R526-C 
Petition: 

30570-CS-R526-U,  Pg.  139 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


55  -R535 

Subject:  Delete  resolution 

Committee  Item:  CS17-R535-C 
Petition: 

30573-CS-R535-U,  Pg.  143 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 
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The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  1  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrencc  Dale 


56  -R567 

Subject:  The  Police  Firearms 

Policy 

Committee  Item:  CS18-R567-C 
Petition: 

30576-CS-R567-U,  Pg.  148 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 


60  -R486 

Subject:  Rights  of  farmworkers 

in  the  US 

Comminee  Item:  CS22-R486-C 
Petition: 

30517-CS-R486-U,  Pg.  133 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 


The   Committee   recommends   concur-      A1   .fJonDis 


rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

57  -R55 

Subject:  African  American 
Farmers 

Committee  Item:  CS19-R55-C 
Petition: 

30501-CS-R55-U,Pg.  103 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  )  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

58  -R442 

Subject:  The  right  to  organize 
and  bargain  collectivelv 
Comminee  Item:  CS20-R442-C 
Petition: 

30511-CS-R442-U,  Pg.  122 
Membership:  120;  Present:  1 18; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


59  -R462 

Subject:  Investment  ethics 

Committee  Item:  CS21-R462-C 
Petition: 

30591-CS-R462-U,  Pg.  127 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  |  |  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


Subject:  Project  Equality 

Committee  Item:  CS23-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30585-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  78 
Membership:  120;  Present:  1 18; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


62  -R473 

Subject:  Rights  of  workers 

Committee  fiem:  CS24-R473-C 
Petition: 

30515-CS-R473-U,  Pg.  129 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Comminee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


63  -NonDis 

Subject:  Address  the  abuse  of 

older  adults 

Committee  Item:  DI18-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30312-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  299 
Membership:  109;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Modify  the  fouth  paragraph  to  read: 

Whereas,  elder  abuse  and  neglect  take 
many  forms,  such  as  beatings,  texual 
abuse.  Improper  use  of  restraints,  im- 
proper use  of  medications;  >  erbal  abuse, 
isolation  abuse,  stealing  possessions,  mis- 
use or  watte  of  assets,  and  a  failure  to 
provide  food/fluids,  medication,  medical 


care,   shelter    and    clothing,    failure   to 


beatings,  sexual  abuse,  improper  use  of  re 
stroints  of  medioolion,  verbal  abuse,  iiw 


stcoling  possessions,  misuse  or  waste  of  os 

Add  a  new  sixth  paragraph: 

Therefore  be  it  further  resol>ed  that 
the  Older  .Adult  Ministries  Committee 
and  the  appropriate  General  Agencies 
provide  resources  and  materials  to  ad- 
dress the  issue. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


64  -NonDis 

Subject:  Reaffirm  Charter  for 

Racial  Justice 

Committee  Item:  GM6-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30673-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  870 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  95; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  reconunends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


65  -R685 

Subject:  US  church-China 

church  relations 

Committee  Item:  GM8-R685-C 
Petition: 

30861-GM-R685-U,  Pg.  927 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   ' 


66  -R654 

Subject:  Peace,  justice  and  the 

reunification  of  Korea 

Committee  Item:  GM9-R654-C 
Petition: 

30843-GM-R654-U,  Pg.  924 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Comminee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 
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[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

67  -NonDis 

Subject:  Reuniflcation  of  Koreas 

Committee  Item: 
GMlO-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31370-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  913 
Membership:  113;  Present:  95; 
For:  95 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


68  -NonDis 

Subject:  Pillars  for  peace  for  the 
21st  century:  a  new  policy 
statement  on  the  United  Nations 

Committee  Item: 
GMll-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30845-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  871 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  95; 
For:  95 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


69  -NonDis 

Subject:  Responsible  travel 

Committee  Item: 
GM13-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
30849-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  873 
Membership:  113;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Dale:  5/4 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


70  -R648 

Subject:  Nuclear-free  Pacific 

Committee  Item:  GM14-R648-C 
Petition: 

30859-GM-R648-U,  Pg.  924 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  95; 
For:  95 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


71  -NonDis 

Subject:  Rights  of  farmworkers 

in  the  US 

Committee  Item: 
GM18-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
31284-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  902 
Membership:  113;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence with  the  following  amendment  to  the 
final  paragraph  which  now  reads: 

To  support  the  efforts  of  farmworkers  or- 
ganizations in  their  struggle  to  improve 
their  working  and  living  conditions,  their 
organizing,  educational  campaigns  and 
boycotts,  such  os  the  Mount  OlivoB  Piclcoa 
by  the  Farm  Labor  Orgonizing  Committee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


72  -R617 

Subject:  Explore  justice/peace 
issues  as  reason  for  tours  to 
Bible  lands 

Committee  Item:  GM19-R617-C 
Petition: 
31728-GM-R617-U,Pg.  923 
Membership:  113;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


73  -NonDis 

Subject:  Human  rights  of 

religious  minorities  in  India 

Committee  Item: 
GM21-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
31765-GM-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  917 
Membership:  113;  Present:  91; 
For:  86;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


74  -NonDis 

Subject:  UM  related  women's 

colleges 

Committee  Item:  HEl-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30593-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1022 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 


Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  reconunends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

75  -NonDis 

Subject:  Challenge  local 
churches  to  study  "Education: 
The  Gift  of  Hope" 

Committee  Item:  HE2-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30592-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1022 
Membership:  108;  Present:  99; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

76  -NonDis 

Subject:  Igniting  ministry  media 
campaign 

Committee  Item:  IC2-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30473-IC-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  1395 
Membership:  73;  Present:  68; 
For:  67;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  ammended: 

Add  after  7th  paragraph  "Be  it  further  re- 
solved that  all  symbols  be  reflective  of  our 
diversity. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

77  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  funding  of  the 

Igniting  Ministry  campaign 

Committee  Item:  IC4-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30096-IC-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  1377 
Membership:  73;  Present:  67; 
For:  66;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


78  -NonDis 
Subject:  Include  closed 
captioning  on  all  videos 
produced  Dv  church  agencies 

Committee  Item:  ICl  1-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
30I05-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1377 
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Membership:  73;  Present:  64; 
For:  64;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

The  fourth  paragraph  be  ammended  as 
follows: 

....of  the  United  Methodist  Church  en- 
courage that  all  videos  produced  by  the 
General  Church,  its  agencies,  committees, 
or  authonzed  task  forces  include  closed 
captioning. 

( I  Concurrence  [  ]  N'onconcurrence  Date   / 


79  -NonDis 

Subject:  Increase  of  hate  crimes 

in  church  and  society 

Committee  Item:  ICl5-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30733-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1398 
Membership:  73;  Present:  64; 
For:  64;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 


[ )  ConcuiTcnce  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

80  -R222 

Subject:  Continuing 
membership  in  World  Council 
of  Churches 

Committee  Item:  IC14-R222-C 
Petition: 

30538-IC-R222-U,  Pg.  1397 
Membership:  73;  Present:  65; 
For:  62;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

81  -R372 

Subject:  Broadening  definition 
of  racial  harassment 

Committee  Item:  IC16-R372-C 
Petition: 

30732-IC-R372-U,  Pg.  1398 
Membership:  73;  Present:  64; 
For:  64;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 


Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( 1  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


82  -R244 
Subject:  Coals  and 
recommendations  for  full 
participation  of  all  women 

Committee  Item:  IC18-R244-C 
Petition: 

30309-IC-R244-U,  Pg.  1387 
Membership:  73;  Present:  65; 
For:  6 1 ;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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83  -507 

Subject:  Scriptural  references 
should  accompany  petitions  and 
be  part  of  the  Book  of  Discipline 

Committee  Item:  CO7-507-N 
Petition: 

30151-CO-507-D,  Pg.  182 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  I ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
iCurrence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


84  -601 

Subject:  Add  as  part  of  A.C. 
purpose  the  helpmg  of  clergy 
with  seminary  debt 

Committee  Item:  CO8-601-N 
Petition: 

30942-CO-601-D,  Pg.  173 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


85  -604 

Subject:  Allow  annual 
conferences  to  adopt  other 
compensation  plans 

Comminee  Item:  COl  1-604-N 
Petition: 

30098-CO-604-D,  Pg.  182 
Membership:  89;  Present:  73; 
For:  70;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


86  -522  3 

Subject:  Fixing  tenure  of 

bishops 

Committee  Item:  COl 2-522. 3-N 
Petition: 

30019-CO-522.3-D.  Pg.  172 
Membership:  89;  Present:  73; 
For:  72;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Comminee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  |  |  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


87  -509 

Subject:  Regarding  speaking  for 

the  Church 

Committee  Item:  CO14-509-N 
Petition: 

31009-CO-509-D,  Pg.  170 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  73 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

88-509.1 

Subject:  Gen'l  Conf.  doesn't 
have  right  to  speak  officially  for 
UMC — only  Holy  Spirit  does 

Committee  Item:  COl  5-509. 1-N 
Petition: 

30548-CO-509.1-D,  Pg.  171 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I )  Concurrence  [  ]  NonconcuneiKc  Date   / 


I  )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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89  -406 

Subject:  Add  para:  Active 
bishops  shall  be  examined  by 
General  Conference. 

Committee  Item:  CO16-406-N 
Petition: 

30656-CO-406-D,  Pg.  166 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  72;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncoti- 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

90-407.1 

Subject:  Flexibility  in  episcopal 

assignments  after  serving  8 

years 

Committee  Item:  COl 7-407. 1-N 
Petition: 

30930-CO-407.1-D,  Pg.  167 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

91  -407.1 

Subject:  Remove  limitation  on 

episcopal  assignment 

Committee  Item:  CO  18-407. 1-N 
Petition: 

31008-CO-407.1-D,Pg.  167 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

92-510 

Subject:  Have  a  published 
voting  record  for  future  GCs 

Committee  Item:  CO20-510-N 
Petition: 

30938-CO-510-D,Pg.  171 
Membership:  89;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

93  -505 

Subject:  GC  shall  have  decisive 

vote  system 


Committee  Item:  CO21-505-N 
Petition: 

31512-CO-505-D,Pg.  169 
Membership:  89;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


94  -502 

Subject:  Annual  conference 
sec'ty  to  provide  Profile  Sheet  to 
aid  in  selection  process  for 
jurisdictional 

Committee  Item:  CO22-502-N 
Petition: 

30299-CO-502-D,  Pg.  167 
Membership:  89;  Present:  76; 
For:  75 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


95  -514 

Subject:  Use  a  Profile  Sheet  as 
an  aid  in  delegate  selection 
process  for  jurisdictional 
conference 

Committee  Item:  C023-514-N 
Petition: 

30298-CO-514-D,Pg.  172 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


96  -502.4 

Subject:  Delegates  to  G.C.  must 
be  in  good  standing  within  their 
annual  conference 

Committee  Item:  CO24-502.4-N 
Petition: 
30487-CO-502.4-D,  Pg.  169 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


97-30 

Subject:  Change  ministerial 
membership  basis  to  average 
attendance  to  equalize 
attendance  at  a.c. 

Committee  Item:  CO25-30-N 
Petition: 

31044-CO-30-C,Pg.  162 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


98  -502.3 

Subject:  Every  AC  shall  elect 

one  youth  delegate  to  GC 

Committee  Item:  CO26-502.3-N 
Petition: 

31508-CO-502.3-D,Pg.  167 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


99  -523.3 

Subject:  Annual  conference  take 
a  secret  ballot  on  return  of 
current  bishop  &  report  it  to 
juris.epis.comm. 
Committee  Item:  C028-523.3-N 
Petition: 

31883-CO-523.3-D,Pg.  1271 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


100  -R535 

Subject:  UMC  position  on  guns 

is  inappropriate 

Committee  Item:  CS5-R535-N 
Petition: 

30039-CS-R535-U,  Pg.  142 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  1 1 8;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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,       101  -R55 

Subject:  Support 
African-American  farmers' 
access  to  USDA  programs 

Committee  Item:  CS6-R55-N 
Petition: 

30132-CS-R55-U,  Pg.  46 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  11 7;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


102  -NonDis 

Subject:  Commend  Dr.  Laura 

Schlesinger 

Committee  Item:  CS7-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30685-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  86 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


105-1201 

Subject:  Delete  the  word 
"national" 

Committee  Item:  DI1-1201-N 
Petition: 

31557-DI-1201-D,  Pg.  290 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


106  -NonDis 

Subject:  Easter  to  be  on  the 
Sunday  following  the  First 
vernal  full  moon 

Committee  Item:  DI17-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30004-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  295 
Membership:  109;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


109-1508.6 

Subject:  Change  GCFA  to 

GBPHB 

Comminee  Item:  FA3-1508.6-N 
Petition: 

31138-FA-1508.6-D,  Pg.  449 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


110  -NonDis 

Subject:  Base  minimum  pension 
contributions  on  conference  or 
denominational  average 

Committee  Item:  FA4-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31 140-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  460 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


103  -NonDis 

Subject:  Commend  Rev.  Donald 

E.  VVildmon 

Committee  Item:  CS8-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30686-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  86 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


104  -628.2 

Subject:  Clarify  inclusive 
membership  guidelines  for 
Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society 

Committee  Item:  CS9-628.2-N 
Petition: 

30210-CS-628.2-D,  Pg.  40 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


107  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Establish  universal 

pension  fund  for  lowest  paid 

clergy 

Committee  Item:  FAl-NonDis-N$ 

Petition: 

30032-FA-NonDis-OS,  Pe.  453 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  78;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


108  -NonDis 

Subject:  Annual  conference  may 

contribute  to  a  401k  if  it  so  votes 

Committee  Item:  FA2-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31041-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  460 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  NorKoncurrence  Date  / 


111  -NonDis-! 

Subject:  Create  benefits  trust 
funded  from  pension  plan  excess 
by  adding  certain  provisions  to 

Committee  Item:  FA5-NonDis-R! 
Petition: 

30297-FA-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  456 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Pensions  and  Health  Ben- 
efits. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


112  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Add  amendment  to 

Plan  Document  of  CPP  to 

provide  disability  benefits  to 

active  participants 

Committee  Item:  FA6-NonDis-NS 

Petition: 

30161-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pe.  454 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
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113  -NonDis 

Subject:  Change  provisions  of 

Supplement  One  of  the  MPP 

Committee  Item:  FA7-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

30254-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  455 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Pensions  and  Health  Ben- 
efits. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


117-318.2 

Subject:  Probationary  members 
may  vote  in  a.c.  except  where 
restricted  by  the  constitution 

Committee  Item:  HE8-318.2-N 
Petition: 

31147-HE-318.2-D,Pg.  956 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  97;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


121-311 

Subject:  Deacons  and  associate 

members  may  participate  as  an 

elder 

Committee  Item:  HE13-31 1-N 
Petition: 

30094-HE-311-D,Pg.  949 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  95;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concutrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


114-2623 

Subject:  Annual  conference 

judiciary 

Committee  Item:  GJ3-2623-N 
Petition: 

30979-GJ-2623-D,  Pg.  737 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


115-2616.3 

Subject:  Sec'ty  of  Judicial 
Council  publish  declaratory 
decisions  on  UM  internet  web 
site  &  Newscope 
Committee  Item:  GJ8-2616.3-N 
Petition: 
30082-GJ-2616.3-D,Pg.  733 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


116-305 

Subject:  Those  choosing 
ministerial  candidates  snail  be 
provided  with  specialized 
training 

Committee  Item:  HE7-305-N 
Petition: 
30141-HE-305-D,Pg.  945 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  95;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


118-311 

Subject:  Add  "Associate 
Members  &  Local  Pastors"  to 
"Order  of  Elders"  in  311;  314; 
323;  414.10  &  633.2  o) 
Committee  Item:  HE  10-31 1-N 
Petition: 

31146-HE-311-D,Pg.  950 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  3 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


119-311 

Subject:  Ordained  deacons  & 
assoc.  members  who  choose  to 
follow  1996  BOD  shaU 
participate  in  Elder  Order 

Committee  Item:  HE  1 1-3 1 1-N 
Petition: 

31145-HE-311-D,Pg.  950 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


120-311 

Subject:  Inclusive  ministerial 
definition  for  Order  of  Deacons 
&  Order  of  Elders 

Committee  Item:  HE  12-31 1-N 
Petition: 

31266-HE-311-D,Pg.  950 
Membership:  108;  Present:  96; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concuaence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


122  -329.2 

Subject:  Remove  eight  year 
limitation  for  reappointments 
that  are  less  than  full  time 

Committee  Item:  HE16-329.2-N 
Petition: 

31002-HE-329.2-D,Pg.964 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  93;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


123-314 

Subject:  Change  "the  status  of 

fuir  to  just  "status" 

Committee  Item:  HE17-314-N 
Petition: 

31267-HE-314-D,Pg.  951 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  92;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


124  -348.2 

Subject:  Cler^  mandatory 

leave  for  spiritual  renewal  and 

growth 

Committee  Item:  HE19-348.2-N 
Petition: 

30244-HE-348.2-D,  Pg.  978 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  99;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.47 


Consent  Calendar  COl 


1845 


125-321 

Subject:  Ask  everv  UMC  ofllcial 
if  they  will  uphold  all  of  the 
scriptures  in  the  Bible 

Committee  Item:  HE28-321-N 
Petition: 

3iOOO-HE-321-D,  Pg.  957 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  99;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

\      I  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcuirence  Date  / 


126-321.4 

Subject:  Ask  every  Deacon  if 
will  uphold  all  the  scriptures  in 
the  Bible 

Committee  Item:  HE29-321.4-N 
Petition: 

31001-HE-321.4-D,Pg.  958 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  99;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date  / 


127  -322 

Subject:  To  be  appointed 
Deacon,  you  must  sign  statement 
stating  homosexuali^  is  not 
God's  perfect  will. 
Committee  Item:  HE30-322-N 
Petition: 

30652-HE-322-D,  Pg.  958 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  97;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

128  -324 

Subject:  For  elder  ordination, 
sign  a  statement  affirming  that 
homosexuality  is  not  God  s 
perfect  will. 

i     Committee  Item:  HE34-324-N 
1     Petition: 

30653-HE-324-D,  Pg.  959 

Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 

For:  99;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 

Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


129  -326 

Subject:  Local  pastors  may 
fulfill  ed. requirements  by  life 
experience  credits  from  a  college 
or  university 

Committee  Item:  HE35-326-N 
Petition: 

30611-HE-326-D,  Pg.  960 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  1 03 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

130  -326.1 

Subject:  Student  local  pastor 
prooationary  membersnip 
requirement 

Committee  Item:  HE36-326.1-N 
Petition: 

30080-HE-326.1-D,Pg.  289 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  103;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  6/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


131  -326.3 

Subject:  Clergy  education 
requirements  to  include  mission 
history  and  experience 

Committee  Item:  HE37-326.3-N 
Petition: 

30061-HE-326.3-D,  Pg.  961 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  103;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

132  -332.5 

Subject:  Clergy  shall  maintain 
confidences  even  from  spouse 

Committee  Item:  HE42-332.5-N 
Petition: 

30910-HE-332.5-D,  Pg.  966 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  100;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

Tlie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


133-332.1 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

as  it  is  archaic  and  unobserved 

Committee  Item:  HE43-332.1-N 
Petition: 

30909-HE-332.1-D,  Pg.  966 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  97;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


134-332.1 

Subject:  Ten  day  minimum 
period  for  permission  from 
district  superintendent  to  hire 
an  evangelist 

Committee  Item:  HE44-332.1-N 
Petition: 

30018-HE-332.1-D,  Pg.  967 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  97;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


135  -2303 

Subject:  Increase  GCUMM 

membership 

Committee  Item:  IC5-2303-N 
Petition: 

30968-IC-2303-D,  Pg.  1097 
Membership:  73;  Present:  69; 
For:  67;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  NonconcuirtDce  Date  / 


136  -2402.3 

Subject:  UMC  be  part  of  WCC 
only  if  classical  Christianity  is 
upheld  otherwise  withhold 
money 

Committee  Item:  IC20-2402.3-N 
Petition: 

30970-IC-2402.3-D,  Pg.  1099 
Membership:  73;  Present:  65; 
For:  63;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  ConcuirerKC  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 
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137  -200 

Subject:  Mission  of  the  local 
church  is  to  make  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ 

Committee  Item:  LC1-200-N 
Petition: 

30034-LC-200-D,  Pg.  1102 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  69;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


138  -201 

Subject:  Make  language 
consistent  with  UM  ecclesiology 

Committee  Item:  LC2-201-N 
Petition: 
30321-LC-201-D,Pg.  1102 
Membership:  98;  Present:  75; 
For:  72;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/3 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


139  -203 

Subject:  Add  the  word 
"doctrine" 

Committee  Item:  LC3-203-N 
Petition: 
30878-LC-203-D,  Pg.  1102 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

140  -214 

Subject:  Exclude  from  UMC 
membership  all  fornicators, 
adulterers,  and  homosexuals 

Committee  Item:  LC4-214-N 
Petition: 


30056-LC-214-D,Pg.  1104 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


141  -2547 

Subject:  Procedure  for  local 
churches  to  find  a  denom.  to  fit 
their  doctrines 

Committee  Item:  LC6-2547-N 
Petition: 
30976-LC-2547-D,  Pg.  1138 
Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 
For:  85;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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142-14 

Subject:  Use  "professing"  to 
clarify  membership  calculation 
numbers  for  G.C.  delegates 

Committee  Item:  C01-14-C 
Petition: 

30314-CO-14-C,Pg.  161 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  70;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting;  1; 
Date:  5/3 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


143  -30 

Subject:  Add  the  word 
"professing"  to  clarify 
membership  of  lay  election  to 
annual  conference 

Committee  Item:  CO2-30-C 
Petition: 
30315-CO-30-C,Pg.  162 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


144  34 

Subject:  Add  word  "professing" 
to  clarify  election  of  lay 
delegates  to  General, 
jurisdiction  &  central  conf. 
Committee  Item:  C03-34-C 
Petition: 

30316-CO-34-C,Pg.  164 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  72;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 
[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


145  -607.4 

Subject:  Have  meetings  outside 
church  if  necessary  to 
accommodate  people  with 
disabilities 

Committee  Item:  CO9-607.4-A 
Petition: 
30410-CO-607.4-D,Pg.  179 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  60;  Against:  14;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Delete  "set- 
tings" and  add  the  phrase  "related  facilities" 
at  end  of  the  petition's  language. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

146  -603 

Subject:  Bishop  may  nominate 
ecumenical  officer  in  good 
standing  to  assist  in  episcopal 
responsibilities 
Committee  Item:  CO13-603-N 
Petition: 

30815-CO-603-D,Pg.  175 
Membership:  89;  Present:  73; 
For:  63;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


147  -509.3 

Subject:  Officials  of  UMC  shall 
not  speak  publicly  for  the 
church  in  ways  that  are 
inconsistent  w/Soc.Prin. 
Committee  Item:  CO19-509.3-N 
Petition: 
30937-CO-509.3-D,  Pg.  170 
Membership:  89;  Present:  74; 
For:  60;  Against:  13;Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/3 
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The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


148   555  1 

Subject:  Need  20  clergy 
members  to  become  provisional 
conference 

Cou'mittee  Item:  C027-555.1-N 
Petition: 

31522-CO-555.1-D,  Pg.  173 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


149  -R648 

Subject:  Oppose  food  and 

medicine  blockades  or 

embargoes 

Committee  Item:  CS1-R648-N 
Petition: 

30525-CS-R648-U,  Pg.  151 
Membership:  120;  Present:  113; 
For:  65;  Against:  38;  Not  Voting: 
10; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


150-R102 

Subject:  Recycling  and  use  of 

recycled  products 

Committee  Item:  CS2-R102-A 
Petition: 

30506-CS-R102-U,  Pg.  Ill 
Membership:  120;  Present:  114; 
For:  84;  Against:  13;  Not  Voting: 
17; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


In  the  third  paragraph,  change  the  flrst 
line  as  follows: 

...General   Conference  directs  within 
four  years,... 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


151  -64 

Subject:  Support  higher  quality 

of  life  for  all  of  God  s  creation 

Committee  Item:  CS3-64-A 
Petition: 


30025-CS-64-D,  Pg.  39 
Membership:  120;  Present:  119; 
For:  96;  Against:  9;  Not  Voting:  1 4; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  paragraph  64  as  follows: 

All  creation  is  the  Lord's  and  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  ways  in  which  we  use  and 
abuse  it.  Water,  air,  soil,  minerals,  energy 
resources,  plants,  animal  life,  and  space  are 
to  be  valued  and  conserved  because  they  are 
God's  creation  and  not  solely  because  they 
are  useful  to  human  beings.  God  has 
granted  us  stewardship  of  creation.We 
should  meet  these  stewardship  duties 
through  acts  of  loving  care  and  respect. 
Economic,  political,  social,  and  techno- 
logical developments  have  increased  our 
human  numbers,  lengthened  and  en- 
riched our  lives.  However,  these  develop- 
ments have  led  to  regional  defoliation, 
dramatic  extinction  of  species,  massive 
human  suffering,  overpopulation,  mis- 
use and  over-consumption  of  natural  and 
nonrenewable  resources,  massive  human 

larly  by  industrialized  societies.  Furthcr- 
ffierej — dcstnbiliitation  of — the — gtefeal 
climate  is  »  probable  consequence.  This 
Gcontinued  emphasis  on  troditional  eco- 
nomic, political,  social,  and  technological 
development  for  humans,  at  the  expense 
of  the  rest  of  creation,  course  of  action 
jeopardizes  the  natural  heritage  vVhich 
God  has  granted  entrusted  to  all  genera- 
tions. Therefore,  we  repent  of  our  dcvasta 
tion  of  the  physical  human  and  non  human 
world.  Further,  we  recognize  let  us  recog- 
nize the  responsibility  of  the  church  and  its 
members  to  place  a  high  priority  on 
changes  in  economic,  political,  social  and 
technological  lifestyle  to  support  a  more 
ecologically  equitable  and  sustainable 
world  leading  to  a  higher  and  a  better 
quality  of  life  for  all  of  God's  creation. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


152  -NonDis 

Subject:  Forbid  GBCS  from 
taking  any  action  or  position 
that  is  in  opposition  to  UMC 
teaching. 

Committee  Item:  CS4-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30618-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  84 
Membership:  120;  Present:  119; 
For:  62;  Against:  46;  Not  Voting: 

11; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


153  -628.2-S 

Subject:  Conference  board  of 
church  and  society  shall  have  a 
peace  with  justice  coordinator 

Committee  Item:  CS25-628.2-C$ 
Petition: 

30502-CS-628.2-D$,  Pg.  40 
Membership:  120;  Present:  118; 
For:  118;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


154-1108.1 

Subject:  Add  a  Discipline 
paragraph  reference  to 
education  responsibilities 
section  of  GBOD 

Committee  Item:  DI13-1 108. 1-C 
Petition: 

31016-DI-1108.1-D,Pg.  287 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  85 ;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


155-1120.3 
Subject:  CRC  will  teach 
Christian  truth  according  to 
doctrinal  standards  of  UMC 

Committee  Item:  Oil 4-1 120.3-C 
Petition: 

31017-DI-1120.3-D,  Pg.  290 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  1 3 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


156-807.12 
Subject:  Delete  807.12 

Committee  Item:  FA8-807.12-N 
Petition: 

30955-FA-807.12-D,  Pg.  438 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  63;  Against:  18;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 
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157  -2602 

Subject:  Include  jurisdictional 
and  central  conferences  as  part 
of  Judicial  Council  membership 

Committee  Item:  GJ1-2602-N 
Petition: 

30150-GJ-2602-D,  Pg.  730 
Membership:  92;  Present:  81; 
For:  70;  Against:  7;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

158  -2602 

Subject:  Judicial  council 
membership 

Committee  Item:  GJ2-2602-N 
Petition: 
30978-GJ-2602-D,Pg.  731 
Membership:  92;  Present:  81; 
For:  63 ;  Against:  1 8;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

159  -NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Communities  of 
Shalom 

Committee  Item: 
GMl-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30864-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  878 
Membership:  113;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The   Committee   recommends   conctir- 

rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


160  -NonDis 

Subject:  Free  Exercise  of 

Religion  is  a  Basic  Right 

Committee  Item:  GM3-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31381-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  914 
Membership:  113;  Present:  94; 
For:  45 ;  Against:  4 1 ;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


161  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  International 

Day  of  Prayer 


Committee  Item:  GM4-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31731-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  916 
Membership:  113;  Present:  92; 
For:  5  5 ;  Against:  34;  Not  Voting:  3 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


162  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Extend  provisions  for 
relationship  with  Iglesia 
Metodista  de  Puerto  Rico 

Committee  Item: 
GM5-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 
30866-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pe.  882 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  95; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


163  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Program  on  substance 

abuse  and  related  violence 

Committee  Item: 
GM15-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30862-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  875 
Membership:  113;  Present:  95; 
For:  95 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


164  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  the  lifting  of 
economic  sanctions  against  Iraq 

Committee  Item: 
GM20-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31751-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  916 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  95; 
For:  64;  Against:  20;  Not  Voting: 

11; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

165  -NonDis-$ 
Subject:  GBHEM  develop 
endowment  funds  for  Black 
colleges  &  universities  of  UMC 


Committee  Item:  HE6-NonDis-C$ 

Petition: 
30182-HE-NonDis-O$,Pg.  1020 

Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


166-48 

Subject:  Term  Episcopacy 

Committee  Item:  HEI8-48-N 
Petition: 

30626-HE-48-C,  Pg.  945 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  9;  Not  Voting:  3 ; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


167  -354 

Subject:  Incapacity  leave 
resulting  from  health  matters 
and  disabiling  conditions 

Committee  Item:  HE20-354-C 
Petition: 

30409-HE-354-D,  Pg.  979 
Membership:  108;  Present:  108; 
For:  74;  Against:  20;  Not  Voting: 
14; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


168  -348.2 

Subject:  Before  a  leave  is 
granted,  clergy  shall  be  appt'd 
for  at  least  one  quadrennium 

Committee  Item:  HE21-348.2-N 
Petition: 

30916-HE-348.2-D,Pg.  978 
Membership:  108;  Present:  104; 
For:  98;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


169  -321 

Subject:  Requirements  for 
ordmation  as  Deacon  & 
admission  to  full  connection 

Committee  Item:  HE26-321-A 
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Petition: 

30741-HE-321-D,  Pg.  957 
Membership:  108;  Present:  107; 
For:  97;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  remove  ",  es- 
pecially members  of  Churches  of  Christ 
uniting,"  in  the  new  ^32 1 .6 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuncnce  Date  / 


170-321.4 

Subject:  Add  "all  covenant 
relationships"  regarding 
examination  for  deacons. 

Committee  Item:  HE31-321.4-N 
Petition: 

30638-HE-321.4-D,  Pg.  958 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


171  -326.7 

Subject:  Add  "all  covenant 
relationships"  regarding 
examination  of  elders. 

Committee  Item:  HE39-326.7-N 
Petition: 

30640-HE-326.7-D,  Pg.  962 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  89;  Against:  1 2;  Not  Voting:  2; 


Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

172-334.1 

Subject:  Delete  words  "in 

effective  relationship" 

Committee  Item:  HE45-334.1-N 
Petition: 

30050-HE-334.1-D,Pg.  968 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  68;  Against:  23;  Not  Voting: 
10; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

173  -R128 

Subject:  Sexual  ethics  within 
ministerial  relationships  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Committee  Item:  IC13-R128-C 
Petition: 

30310-IC-R128-U,  Pg.  1393 
Membership:  73;  Present:  64; 
For:  54;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


174  -NonDis 

Subject:  Include  an  independent 
monitoring  unit  at  every  level  of 
the  UMC  to  eliminate  racism 

Committee  Item:  IC21-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30734-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1399 
Membership:  73;  Present:  65; 
For:  55;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Paragraph  8  #2,  line  3  ....inclusivness, 
such  as  a  commission  or  committtee  on  Re- 
ligion and  Race,  is  included  at  every  level  of 
whatever  structure  the  General  Conference 
chooses  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


175  -273 

Subject:  Add  the  words  lay 

preacher  to  section  on  lay 

Seakers 
)mminee  Item:  LC10-273-N 
Petition: 

30099-LC-273-D,  Pg.  1135 
Membership:  98;  Present:  85; 
For:  77;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 
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Proceedings  of  the  2000  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Thursday  Morning 
May  4,  2000 

(Morning  Session) 

BISHOP  WALTER  KLAIBER  (Ger- 
many Central  Conference):  Order  of  the 
day.  I  can  welcome  them  on  behalf  of 
the  General  Conference.  It  is  the  prel- 
ate, the  presiding  bishop  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Nigeria,  His  Eminence 
Bishop  Sunday  Mbang.  The  Bishop  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba,  Ricardo 
Perreida,  and  the  General  Secretary  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Phil- 
ippines, Bishop  Elmer  M.  Bolocon. 
Please  greet  them  on  behalf  of  the  con- 
ference. 

(Applause) 

I  trust  here  is  a  Bishop  [Efrainl 
Yanapa  [Hunancal  from  Bolivia  is  also 
here.  If  he  is  somewhere  in  the  room,  1 
cannot  see  him.  Oh,  greeting  to  you, 
yes,  greeting  to  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  have  one  an- 
nouncement   or    a    concern    for    our 
marshalls.   They   have  watched   that 
some  of  you  have  drinks  on  your  tables 
and,  of  course,  they  have  knowledge 
that  the  air  in  this  room  may  be  may 
something  a  little  bit  dry,  which  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  debate,  but,  uh, 
they  have  the  concern  that  if  the  liquid 
is  spilled,  the  voting  machines  will  no 
longer  work  and  not  only  your  own 
voting  machine,  but  all  the  voting  ma- 
chines of  your  tables.  So  they  want  you 
to  be  very  careful  and  maybe  it's  possi- 
ble not  to  put  the  drinks  on  the  table, 
but  near  your  feet,  or  whatever  it  is.  So 
it's  not  just,  not  just  to  give  you  what 
you  need,  but  to  protect  these  voting 
machines,  which  are,  of  course,  very, 
very  costly  and  we  need  them  to  work. 
So  we  look  at  the  order  of  our  day,  at  the 
agenda.  You  have  it  on  the  first  page  of 
our  Daily  Christian  Advocate  of  today. 
You  see  that  we  are  already  15  minutes 
late  and  we  have  several  agenda  items. 
Some  of  them  deal  with  our  different 
roots,  different  heritages.  Some  of  them 
we  will  just  celebrate,  some  of  them  we 
will  struggle  how  to  be  our  common 
heritage  or  some  we  will  be  moved  to 
have  an  act  of  repentance  or  reconcilia- 


tion this  rught.  So,  the  first  will  be- 
Yes?  Oh.  The  agenda  commission  has 
something  to  say  to  us,  thank  you. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  Good  morn- 
ing, your  agenda  is  found  on  the  first 
page  of  your  DCA  this  morning.  And  I 
lift  up  only  that  it  is  as  printed,  but 
please  note  at  8:30  the  Act  of 
Repentance  for  Reconciliation  will  be 
an  order  of  the  day.  I  move  the  agenda 
be  accepted.  Bishop  Klaiber. 

BISHOP  KILABER:  I  think  we  can  do 
this  by  lifting  up  our  hands.  Who  is  in 
favor  of  this,  please  lift  up  your  hands. 
Thank  you.  Any  opposed?  Nobody. 
Thank  you  very  much.  So  now  we  come 
to  the  first  topic.  United  Brethren  in 
Christ  and  Evangelical  Association 
200"  Aniuversary  Celebration.  Bishop 
Bashore. 

EUB  200th  Anniversary  Celebration 

BISHOP  GEORGE  BASHORE  (Pitts- 
burgh Area):  As  we  begin  this  celebra- 
tion    we     want     to     express     our 
appreciation  to  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  for  producing  for 
this  time  of  festive  celebration  a  very 
beautiful  book,  a  historical  sampler  of 
the     Evangelical     United     Brethren 
Church.  Each  of  you  has  received  a 
copy  of  that  book  and  we  want  to  ac- 
knowledge their  generosity  and  kind- 
ness in  producing  this.  The  other  thing 
that  we  need  to  know  prior  to  begin- 
ning is  that  when  we  conclude  you  will 
need  to  have  Hymn  No.  1 91 ,  unless  you 
think  you  know  it  from  memory.  I  have 
a  contingency  here.  It's  Jesus  Loves  Me, 
but  we're  going  to  do  it  in  German. 
(Laughter)  And  you'll  see  why  as  we 
talk  about  our  heritage  as  the  Evangeli- 
cal United  Brethren  Church.  If  you  can 
be  ready  at  the  bottom  of  191,  there  is 
the  section  there  for  German.  Let  me  go 
through  it,  if  you  have  that. 
Jesus  liebt  mich  ganz  gewiss, 
Denn  die  Bible  sagt  mir  dies, 
Alle  Kinder  schwach  und  Ikein, 
Lad't  Er  herzlich  zu  sich  ein. 
And  then  surely  you  can  all  join  in 
with  the  other,  which  is 
Ja,  Jesus  liebt  mich, 
Ja,  Jesus  liebt  mich, 
Ja,  Jesus  liebt  mich. 
Die  Bible  sagt  mir  dies. 


Now  you  all  be  ready  when  we  arrive 
at  that  point.  All  right.  Today  we  have  a 
very  unique  opportunity  to  note  and  to 
mark  the  foundation  in  1800  of  the  two 
bodies  that  united  in  1946  to  form  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 
The    Evangelical    Church    and    the 
Church   of   the   United    Brethren   in 
Christ.  The  United  Brethren  Church 
traditionally  celebrates  its  birth  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1800,  with  its  first  annual 
conference.  The  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion observes  1 800  when  Jacob  Albright 
formed  his  first  three  classes  as  its 
founding.  Although  these  events  are 
quite   different,   both   churches  cele- 
brated their  Golden  Jubilee  in  1850  and 
their  centennials  in  1900  and  then  in 
1950  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  observed  shared  sesquicenten- 
nials.  This  morning,  the  year  of  our 
Lord    2000,    the    United    Methodist 
Church  at  its  general  conference  marks 
the  bicentennial  of  these  precious  parts 
of  our  common  heritage,  as  we  strive  to 
comprehend  the  treasures  and  the  tasks 
that  they  have  left  to  us. 

(Music-Amazing  Grace) 

NARRATOR:  Our  United  Methodist 
Church  has  DNA  too.  Together  we 
share  a  sort  of  spiritual  gene  trans- 
porter on  which  the  footprints  of  all  our 
forbears  can  be  traced.  As  we  prepare  to 
build  upon  this  heritage  we  must  im- 
plant those  spirit-shaping  footprints  in 
our  conscious  memory  so  that  we  do 
not  forget  who  we  are  and  whose  we 
are.  Let  us  recall  a  sometimes  forgotten 
and  little  understood  genetic  imprint 
on  our  United  Methodist  DNA.  Today 
we  remember  and  celebrate  the  found- 
ing events  of  our  Evangelical  and  our 
United  Brethren  forbears  two  centuries 
ago.  The  year  was  1800,  the  DNA  is 
yours. 

(music) 

The  ebb  and  flow  of  desperate  peo- 
ples and  massive  migrations  is  the  stuff 
of  human  history.  True  to  their  prom- 
ise, the  French  had  made  a  wasteland  of 
the  German  provinces  on  their  border 
after  the  Thirty  Years  War.  Desperate 
from  this  ethnic  cleansing,  German  ref- 
uges found  their  way  to  America.  The 
poorest  were  relegated  to  stony  high- 
lands where  they  eked  out  their  meager 
living,  aliens  in  language  and  largely 
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deprived  of  means  to  appropriate  and 
celebrate  their  rich  physical  and  spiri- 
tual culture.  Having  no  churches  and 
but  few  neighbors,  a  resourcefulness 
born  of  desperate  longing  and  occa- 
sional joy  led  our  immigrants  to  a  new 
religious  invention  called  eine  grosse 
Versammlung.  This  German  mother  of 
the  camp  meeting,  this  great  or  big 
meeting,  provided  precious  opportuni- 
ties for  these  bereft  German  refugees  to 
enjoy,  at  least  for  a  few  hours,  an  almost 
forgotten  blessing;  benefit  of  clergy, 
preaching,  prayer  and  religious  in- 
struction wrapped  in  a  social  occasion 
long  hungered  for. 

(music) 

Whether  we  speak  of  a  Wesley  in 
England,  an  Asbury  among  Eng- 
lish-Americans or  of  the  Ger- 
man-Americans of  a  Boehm,  Albright 
or  Otterbein,  all  our  founding  forbears 
shared  a  mission  to  these  European  ex- 
iles. Like  the  Hebrews  in  Babylon,  these 
refugees  lost  not  only  their  place  but 
also  their  self,  and  even  their  God.  Their 
profound  lostness  reveals  itself  in  the 
violence  of  their  experiences  of  being 
found.  Such  folk,  our  forbears,  were  of- 
ten entirely  sp>oiled  for  the  rich  routines 
of  conventional  Christianity.  The  great 
sound  of  their  singing  was  only  ex- 
ceeded by  the  thunder  of  their  shout- 
ing. It  is  hard  for  us  to  grasp  the 
wretchedness  of  their  lostness  and  their 
utter  amazement  at  being  found.  Just 
how,  whereas  they  were  blind,  now 
they  can  see. 

(music-Amazing  Grace) 

Isaac  Long's  huge  bam  overflowed 
with  just  such  a  great  meeting  that 
spring  day  in  rural  Pennsylvania.  Pen- 
tecost, 1767.  Speaking  was  a  slender 
man,  long  of  beard  but  short  of  stature 
and  clothed  in  the  plain  garb  of  a  Men- 
nonite  preacher.  His  words  were  of 
faith  and  assurance.  His  hearers  were 
profoundly  moved.  In  the  crowd  was  a 
hulking  fellow,  in  the  distinctive  dress 
of  a  German  Reformed  clergyman.  As 
the  speaker  poured  forth  his  message, 
joy  overtook  this  sturdy  listener. 

When  the  discourse  ended,  he 
pressed  through  the  crowd  and  gather- 
ing the  preacher  in  his  strong  amns,  ju- 
bilantly exclaimed,  "Wir  sind  bruder. 
We  are  brothers!"  Thus  met  the  two 
men  who  would  be  led,  step  by  step,  to 
found  a  church  known  as  the  United 
Brethren  m  Christ.  Preaching  was  Mar- 
tin Boehm,  American  bom  and  selected 
by  lot  as  a  Mennonite  pastor.  The  cler- 


gyman embracing  Brother  Martin  was 
William  Otterbein,  bom,  trained  and 
ordained  in  the  fatherland  he  came  in 
1752  as  a  missionary  to  clergy-hungry 
congregations  in  America.  Both  pastors 
in  recognized  churches,  they  were 
never  content  to  confine  their  ministry 
to  the  churched  but  shared  a  mission  to 
the  countless  Germans  lost  in  the  hin- 
terlands. 

During  the  decades  that  followed, 
these  spiritual  brothers  became  the  core 
for  an  ecumenical  group  to  provide 
Germans  destitute  of  spiritual  advan- 
tage with  gospel  and  church.  Known  as 
the  United  Ministers  they  often  re- 
cruited preachers  with  no  church  cre- 
dentials and  as  a  result  of  their 
combined  efforts,  many  unchurched 
Germans  were  awakened.  Preachers 
without  credentials  plus  converts  with- 
out churches  led  to  a  creation  of  a  new 
church,  whose  bicentennial  we  cele- 
brate today.  After  several  such  gather- 
ings, a  meeting  was  called  for 
September  25, 1800,  at  the  Kemp  home 
in  rural  Maryland.  This  meeting  be- 
came the  first  annual  conference  of  a 
new  church.  A  name  was  taken  and  our 
two  embracing  brothers  were  chosen  as 
bishofjs  by  a  still  ecumenical  move- 
ment. Thus,  with  no  apparent  intention 
to  do  so,  the  Church  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ  was  founded  200 
years  ago. 

(music) 

Our  story  thus  far  is  of  a  group  begun 
among  ministers  of  various  churches. 
But  for  our  other  bicentennial,  we  must 
turn  to  a  solitary  voice  preaching  under 
a  di\'ine  vocation  and  forced  by  dread- 
ful sanctions.  Still,  that  was  not  how  it 
began.  The  pilgrim  preacher,  Jacob 
Albright,  baptized  and  confirmed  a  Lu- 
theran, was  a  typical  artisan  fanner. 
Following  service  in  a  revolutionary 
army  he  desperately  searched  for  a  gra- 
cious God.  After  years  of  struggle, 
marked  by  terrifying  intimations  of  his 
lostness,  Albright  experienced  pardon- 
ing grace.  This  in  1791.  Ehiring  the  next 
five  years  he  found  nurture  in  a  Meth- 
odist class.  Yet  his  solitary  struggle  con- 
tinued. Since  his  own  conversion, 
Albright  felt  a  deep  compassion  for  his 
fellow  Germans  and  their  lost  condi- 
tion. At  first  he  prayed  for  them  but  in 
his  praying  it  came  as  a  blinding  light 
that  his  concern  was  no  accident  but 
was  a  specific  calling  to  share  what  he 
had  received.  But  what  God  com- 
manded was  impossible.  Utterly  un- 
qualified for  such  a  mission  he  also  saw 


no  hof)e  of  finding  others  to  share  it. 
Was  he  really  required  to  take  up  an  im- 
possible task?  And  entirely  alone? 

Driven  step  by  bitter  step  toward  this 
mission,  at  last,  in  October  of  1796,  his 
objections  finally  broken,  Jacob 
Albright  set  out  to  offer  healing  of  spirit 
to  the  exiled  Germans  around  him.  This 
was  the  crucial  moment  of  his  life. 
Albright  set  out  alone,  meeting  cruel 
persecution  but  his  Germans  re- 
sponded and  he  found  op)en  doors  and 
friendly  faces.  So  two  hundred  years 
ago  in  1800,  his  followers  now  requir- 
ing a  sort  of  nurture  he  had  found  with 
the  Methodists,  Albright  established 
his  first  three  classes.  With  this  act  the 
cry  of  a  lone  voice  became  a  tiny  reli- 
gious body.  A  fellowship  first  identi- 
fied as  Albright's  p>eople,  then  as  the 
newly  formed  Methodist  Conference, 
finally  becoming  the  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Evangelical  Church. 

(music) 

These  two  movements,  each  in  its 
own  way,  sought  out  God's  lost  chil- 
dren. Like  other  Protestants,  missions, 
publishing  and  higher  education 
shap>ed  institutional  function  through  a 
century  and  a  half,  the  church  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ  and  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  virtual  twins  in  their  or- 
igins, history,  and  size,  made  their  way 
in  America,  not  just  German-America, 
and  beyond  America  to  the  world. 
Then  in  1946,  they  found  their  way  to- 
gether as  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church.  Glory  to  God  and 
building  up  the  faithful  was  all  they 
ever  intended.  Goodness,  not  great- 
ness, their  goal.  Meanwhile  the  humble 
ambitions  of  these  sturdy  folk  bore  rich 
spiritual  fruit  in  lives  and  communities. 
Finally,  in  1968  they  came  together  with 
the  Methodist  Church  to  pursue  a  com- 
mon mission  to  the  lost  in  America  and 
throughout  the  world  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

(music) 

It  is  right  to  remember  the  centuries 
that  have  passed  and  celebrate  the 
deeds  and  motives  of  our  forebears. 
Still,  we  ponder  the  meaning  of  all  this 
for  today  and  tomorrow.  Our  peoples 
today  still  driven  from  their  place  and 
set  adrift  in  a  seemingly  shoreless  sea, 
exiles,  refugees,  fugitives,  displaced 
persons.  Do  we  still  have  among  us 
rootless  folk  who,  in  their  bewilder- 
ment with  change,  are  lost,  having  lost 
health,  place,  and  God?  If  such  lost  ones 
are  still  among  us,  we  know  a  wretch- 
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edness  that  requires  a  truly  amazing 
visitation  of  grace.  In  that  case,  we  can 
yet  make  some  use  of  the  heritage  left  to 
us  by  those  hardy  souls  whose  mission 
took  them  to  the  back  country  Germans 
of  the  American  Middle  Colonies  two 
centuries  ago. 

BISHOP  GEORGE  BASHORE: 

(Prayer) 

(Singing  of  "jesus  Loves  Me" 
in  German) 

BISHOP  WALTER  KLAIBER:  Thank 
you  very  much  for  this  presentation.  I 
think  that  in  the  Sixties  when  we  came 
to  the  union  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  some  people  thought  and  oth- 
ers feared  that  this  tradition  of  the  EUB 
will  be  vanished  in  30  years.  This  pre- 
sentation told  us  that  that  is  not  the 
case.  That  this  is  a  living  heritage 
among  us  and  that's  one  of  the  good 
things  about  our  church  that  we  can  in- 
clude traditions  without  swallowing 
them  up.  And  I  as  one  of  those  that 
come  from  the  EUB  tradition  I'm  really 
glad  to  know  now  our  common  Wes- 
leyan  roots,  to  have  learned  about 
them.  So,  you  know  the  thing  to  honor 
our  heritage  does  not  mean  to  guard  the 
ashes,  but  to  carry  on  the  ember.  I  hope 
we  do  this  as  ember  of  evangelical  love 
and  zeal.  (Applause)  And  I  hope  that  in 
30  years  ago,  there  will  be  nobody  who 
claims,  "1  come  from  this  or  this  tradi- 
tion." They  are  still  these  genes  in  our 
common  heritage.  Thank  you.  Now  we 
come  to  our  next  presentation.  It's  the 
Millard  Fuller  Address  and  Reverend 
James  Perry  from  the  Welcome  Com- 
mittee of  the  General  Conference  Com- 
mission will  introduce  the  speaker. 

JAMES  M.  PERRY:  Bishop  Klaiber, 
sisters  and  brothers.  Almost  20  years 
ago,  I  was  building  a  porch  on  my 
mother's  home  and  at  that  time  my 
younger  son  was  5  years  old  and  my 
mother  asked  him  as  grandparents  are 
wont  to  do  of  grandchildren,  "What  do 
you  want  to  do  when  you  grow  up?" 
Will  thought  a  moment  and  he  said, 
"Maybe  I'll  be  a  minister  and  a 
part-time  carpenter  like  my  Dad."  Well, 
that  has  not  happened  yet.  However, 
there  are  lots  of  part-time  carpenters 
who  find  fulfillment  in  the  ministry  of 
Habitat  for  Humanity.  Some  of  them 
like  myself  even  wear  badges  of  honor, 
such  as  blackened  nails  from 
miss-aimed  hammers.  In  1967,  Millard 
Fuller  along  with  his  wife,  Linda, 
founded  Habitat  for  Humanity.  It  has 
since  grown  to  exist  now  in  over,  in  67 


countries,  approximately  2600  loca- 
tions. They  have  built  90,000  homes  for 
over  400,000  people.  (Applause)  I  hadn't 
planned  to  do  this,  but  I'm  curious. 
How  many  of  you  have  either  person- 
ally participated  in  Habitat  for  Human- 
ity or  your  congregations  have  been  a 
part  of  that?  Raise  your  hands.  Won- 
derful. Wonderful.  The  Atlanta  Consti- 
tution and  the  Atlanta  Journal  both 
named  Millard  Fuller  one  of  the  20  most 
influential  Georgians  of  the  20""  Cen- 
tury. He  is  author  of  several  books.  The 
most  recent  of  which  is  entitled  More 
than  Houses.  It  is  available  for  purchase 
in  the  Cokesbury  display  downstairs 
and  1  hope  you  v^dll  avail  yourselves  of 
that  opportunity.  Without  taking  any 
more  of  Mr.  Fuller's  time,  I  would  like 
to  present  to  you,  Millard  Fuller, 
founder  and  president  of  Habitat  for 
Humanity  Interna'tional. 

(Applause) 

Millard  Fuller  Speech 

MILLARD  FULLER:  Thank  you  very 
much,  Jim,  and  I  can  tell  you  even  be- 
fore the  hands  were  raised  I  knew  I  was 
among  friends.  I  feel  at  home  among 
United  Methodists  and  I  am  so  honored 
to  be  here  this  morning  and  to  have  this 
wonderful  privilege  of  addressing  you. 
The  first  word  I  want  to  say  this  morn- 
ing is  an  incredible  word  of  gratitude. 
We  did  a  survey  a  few  years  ago  and 
found  that  among  the  denomina- 
tions— and  Habitat  for  Humanity  is 
supported  by  all  denominations — from 
the  very  beginning  we  have  seen  our- 
selves as  a  servant  of  the  church — but 
we  did  a  survey  and  we  found  that 
United  Methodists  stood  number  one 
among  those  participating  in  Habitat 
Humanity. 

(Applause) 

And  right  here  in  connection  with 
your  General  Conference,  the  Cleve- 
land District,  Julius  Trimble  and  Roger 
Skelley-Watts  and  other  leaders  of  the 
Cleveland  District  are  currently  build- 
ing three  houses  here  in  Cleveland  and 
they  had  built  seven  more  before  these 
three.  And  you  know  Habitat  for  Hu- 
manity is  in  good  hands  in  Cleveland 
when  a  United  Methodist  is  in  charge. 
Steve  Fry  is  the  Executive  Director  of 
Habitat  here  in  Cleveland  and  does  an 
outstanding  job.  In  fact,  in  this  book 
that  was  mentioned.  More  Than  Houses, 
there  is  a  big  section  in  one  of  the  chap>- 
ters  about  creating  neighborhoods  in 
the  United  States  about  the  wonderful 


work  that  has  been  done  here  in  Cleve- 
land. And  I  asked  Steve  yesterday  as  he 
was  driving  me  in  from  the  airport.  I 
said,  "The  Cleveland  District  is  build- 
ing three  houses  now  and  this  is,  with 
these  three  and  the  seven  previous  ones 
that  will  be  ten  houses  that  the  District 
has  built  in  addition  to  individual 
churches  sponsoring  houses."  I  said, 
"Who  is  ahead  of  them,  in  terms  of  best 
support?"  And  he  said,  "Nobody,  they 
are  number  one."  So  it's  just  wonderful 
to  be  here  among  those  who  have 
helped  to  make  Habitat  for  Humanity 
what  it  is  today. 

I  see  my  good  friend  Diane  Nunnelee 
sitting  over  here  from  Missouri.  She 
was  on  our  staff  at  Habitat  for  Human- 
ity headquarters  in  Americus,  and  she 
helped  us  start  Habitat  in  the  Capetown 
area  of  South  Africa.  Diane,  thank  you 
and  God  bless  you  and  all  that  you  do. 
Luther  Millsaps  is  here.  He  is  'Mr.  Hab- 
itat for  Humanity'  in  Mississippi  and 
he's  put  this  ministry  all  over  the  state 
of  Mississippi.  And,  Luther,  we  appre- 
ciate you  and  all  that  you  have  done. 
From  the  very  beginning  United  Meth- 
odists have  been  a  part  of  Habitat.  Some 
of  you  know  Harry  Haines  who  was 
head  of  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  in  the  1970's.  He  was  very 
much  a  part  of  launching  this  ministry. 
And  then  in  1979  he  asked  me  if  we 
were  working  in  Latin  America  and  I 
said  no  and  he  arranged  a  tour  for  me  to 
go  through  Latin  America.  And  one  of 
the  places  that  I  went  to  was  Guatemala 
and  I  had  the  privilege  of  planting  the 
seed  for  Habitat  for  Humanity  there 
and  that  trip  was  arranged  by  our  own 
Harry  Haines  of  UMCOR.  And  I  went 
there  in  1979  and  planted  that  seed  and 
I've  been  back  several  times  since.  But 
in  November  of  this  year  I  had  the  won- 
derful privilege  of  going  back  to  Guate- 
mala, 20  years  later.  And  in  those  20 
years,  work  has  been  launched  in  140 
different  locatior\s  thoughout  Guate- 
mala. And  I  was  there  to  celebrate  the 
5,000""  house  being  built  in  that  country 
and  that  was  such  an  exciting  thing. 

(Applause) 

I  can  tell  you,  it  was  not  only  exciting 
for  me  but  it  was  so  exciting  for  the 
homeowner  of  that  5,000"'  house  that 
during  the  service  she  fainted,  and  I 
thought  to  myself,  "We've  killed  the 
homeowner."  But  she  revived,  she  was 
just  so  overcome  with  emotion.  But  that 
is  what  Habitat  does.  And  I  said  to  the 
people  there  in  Guatemala,  "I  want  to 
come  back  and  dedicate  your  10,000"" 
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house."  They  said  to  me,  "We  will  see 
you  in  two  years." 

It  is  incredible  what  is  happening. 
Your  own  Norma  Kehrberg  who  came 
after  Harry  Haines,  became  the  head  of 
UMCOR.  She  came  on  the  international 
board  of  Habitat  for  Humanity,  went  to 
Nep>al,  help)ed  launch  the  work  of  Habi- 
tat in  Nepal  I  was  there  in  January. 
Built  the  first  house  in  Nef)al  2  years 
ago,  and  for  the  dedication  of  that  first 
house,  5,000  people  came  out  to  see  that 
house  dedicated.  It  was  such  a  symbol 
of  hope  and  now  we  are  working  in 
three  different  communities  in  Nepwl.  1 
was  there  to  dedicate  the  111"  house 
and  the  king  of  the  country  received 
me.  It  is  seen  by  officials  at  that  level,  as 
such  a  symbol  of  hopje  that,  that  kind  of 
recognition  is  given  to  this  work. 

But  all  across  this  country — I  know 
that  Tom  and  Barbara  Mitchell  are  here 
from  Lakeland,  Florida.  They  are  very 
active  in  Habitat.  I  could  go  on  naming 
so  many  jjeople.  Mel  West  served  on 
the  Habitat  International  Board  from 
Missouri  and  he  and  thousands  upon 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  others  in 
The  United  Methodists  Church  have 
been  faithfully  working  in  Habitat  for 
Humanity  to  make  it  what  it  is.  Our 
own  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Americus,  Georgia,  where  Habitat  for 
Humanity  is  headquartered,  is  faithful, 
is  supporting  this  ministry  and  build- 
ing houses  there  locally.  I  spjeak  in 
United  Methodist  Churches  all  over  the 
world.  I  had  the  privilege  of  speaking  in 
the  Kwanglim  Church,  the  largest,  I  be- 
lieve, Methodist  church  in  the  world  in 
Seoul,  Korea,  and  in  July  1998,  the 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church.  I'm  sjTeaking  at  St.  Luke's 
Uiuted  in  Indianap>olis  on  Sunday.  So  I 
feel  at  home  among  United  Methodists 
and  you  are  incredible  in  terms  of  what 
you  have  done  for  this  ministry.  From 
day  one  when  Habitat  was  started  at  a 
small  Christian  community  near 
Americus,  Georgia,  a  place  called 
Koinonia  Farm,  we  have  seen  this 
work,  as  I  said  earlier,  as  a  servant  of  the 
church.  The  need  for  housing,  the  need 
for  shelter  is  so  enormous  that  it  cannot 
be  done  by  one  denomination.  It's  too 
big  and  it's  one  of  those  things  that  the 
church  ought  to  get  together  and  do  it 
together.  It  was  interesting  yesterday 
when  we  celebrated  those  three  houses 
that  are  bemg  built  here  in  Cleveland  by 
the  Qeveland  District.  Immediately  af- 
ter that  service  we  went  down  the  street 
a  couple  of  blocks  and  we  dedicated  a 
house  that  was  jointly  built  by  the 


Presbyterians  and  the  Episcof>alians. 
Right  next  to  that  house  was  one  being 
built  by  the  Women's  Missionary  Un- 
ion of  the  Southern  Baptist  Church.  I 
mean  Habitat  has  a  way  of  bringing 
people  together  who  normally  don't 
get  together.  It's  what  we  call  the  theol- 
ogy of  the  hammer. 

You  know  Jimmy  Carter  is  our  most 
famous  volunteer  and  he  goes  out  ev- 
ery year  and  builds  Habitat  houses. 
And  a  couple  of  years  ago  we  were  in 
Pikeville,  Kentucky,  building  houses 
and  I  walked  in  the  room  and  there  was 
Jimmy  Carter  putting  up  drywall.  And 
about  four  feet  from  him,  nailing  on  the 
same  wall,  in  the  same  room,  in  the 
same  house  was  Newt  Gingrich  and  I 
thought  to  myself,  that  is  the  outer  lim- 
its nwybe  of  the  theology  of  the  ham- 
mer. 

(Applause) 

Speaking  of  the  theology  of  the  ham- 
mer, I  was  telling  the  folks  with  whom  I 
had  breakfast  this  morning,  Mollie 
Stewart,  my  wonderful  fellow  Alabam- 
ian  and  Jim  Perry  and  others  who  were 
there — I  was  telling  them  about  the  first 
really  big  Jimmy  Cartec  project  that  we 
did  was  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 
And  we  got  86  churches  to  cooperate  on 
building  14  houses  in  a  week. 
Eighty-six  churches  in  that  city  had 
never  cooperated  on  anything.  And 
they  came  out  and  they  worked  to- 
gether and  we  thought  it  would  be  a 
neat  idea  to  find  the  most  liberal 
preacher  in  town  and  put  him  on  the 
same  house  with  the  most  conservative 
preacher.  And  we  did  that,  they  didn't 
know  each  other,  they  didn't  like  each 
other  by  reputation.  But  after  the  end  of 
the  week,  after  they've  worked  to- 
gether building  a  house  all  week  to- 
gether, they  were  big  friends  and  it  was 
an  embarrassment  to  both  of  them. 

(Applause-Laughter) 

But  that  is  what  Habitat  does.  We 
bring  people  together.  Every  year  we 
have  Building  on  Faith  Week.  That  is  a 
week  in  September,  it's  the  week  that 
leads  up  to  the  3"  Sunday  of  September. 
And  last  September  in  Selma,  Alabama, 
a  place  known  for  racial  division,  we 
had  46  churches,  black  and  white, 
working  together,  building  together, 
and  they  put  up  20  houses  for  20  fami- 
lies in  need  in  Selma,  Alabama. 

(Applause) 


We  all  know  about  the  tragic  division 
in  Northern  Ireland.  Habitat  for  Hu- 
manity has  the  Protestants  and  the 
Catholics  building  houses  together. 
The  director  is  a  Protestant,  the  build- 
ing superintendent  is  a  former  member 
of  the  IRA  and  we  are  building  houses 
together  in  the  name  of  Jesus  to  bring 
about  reconciliation  in  that  country.  We 
have  not  only  Catholics  and  Protestants 
and  black  and  white  and  we  invite  peo- 
ple of  whatever  persuasion  to  come  out 
and  help  us  build.  We  have  an  open 
door  in  Habitat  Humanity.  We  are 
openly  and  unashamedly  a  Christian 
ministry,  but  we  welcome  whoever 
wants  to  come  out  and  to  be  a  part  of  it. 
Another  chapter  in  that  book.  More 
Than  Houses,  tells  about  the  wonderful 
stories  of  f)eople  who  have  found  Jesus 
on  Habitat  work  sites  and  in  other  ways 
in  participating  in  this  ministry.  So  we 
proclaim  the  gospjel,  Matthew  28  says 
that  we  should  proclaim  the  gospel. 
One  way  to  do  it  is  in  church  services. 
Another  way  to  do  it  is  at  church  con- 
ferences. But  another  way  to  do  it  is  to 
be  side  by  side  with  a  person  who  does 
not  yet  know  Jesus  Christ  and  nail  nails 
with  that  person,  drive  t\ails,  saw 
boards,  and  let  them  understand  what 
Christian  love  is  all  about. 

(Applause) 

Many  of  you  know,  I  will  be  going  to 
Sonoma,  California  in  August  to  partic- 
ipate in  Jubilee  2000. 1  was  in  Humboldt 
County,  California  about  4  years  ago 
for  the  Jubilee  Conference  that  brings 
together  all  the  United  Methodist 
Churches  from  Nevada  and  Northern 
California.  And  there  we  built  a  house 
with  a  family  who  had  not  been  a  part 
of  the  church  and  many  of  you  know 
that  story.  We  were  sharing  again  at 
breakfast  this  monung.  But  the  home- 
owner of  that  particular  family  was  so 
touched  by  this  outpouring  of  love  to- 
ward her.  She  said,  "Is  this  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian,  to  love  strang- 
ers? You  didn't  even  know  me.  I'm  not 
even  a  fellow  Christian,  but  here  you 
are  out  here  working  for  me  and  my 
two  boys  so  we  can  move  out  of  a  ga- 
rage and  move  into  a  decent  place  in 
which  to  live.  Is  that  what  it  means  to  be 
a  Christian?  I  want  to  be  that  kind  of 
f>erson.  Could  I  join  the  church?  Could  I 
be  a  Christian?  Could  I  be  that  kind  of 
person?  Could  my  boys  be  those  kind  of 
persorw?"  And  that  is  the  kind  of  wit- 
ness that  we  make  when  we  go  out  into 
the  highways  and  the  byways  and  the 
slums  in  our  cities  and  in  our  rural  areas 
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and  build  houses  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
That's  what  this  ministry  is  all  about. 

We  are  a  reconciling  ministry,  recon- 
ciling people  to  one  another,  reconcil- 
ing people  to  God,  helping  to  bring 
about  a  closing  of  the  gap  between  the 
rich  and  the  poor.  We  know  in  this 
country  today  that  we  have  unprece- 
dented prosperity.  But  so  many  people 
are  being  left  out,  even  in  this  country. 
And  in  other  countries,  especially  the 
so-called  developing  world,  the  gap  is 
growing  even  wider.  I  have  heard 
Jimmy  Carter  say  on  numerous  occa- 
sions that  in  his  opinion  the  greatest 
discrimination  in  the  world  today  is  the 
discrimination  of  the  rich  against  the 
poor.  And  it's  not  that  the  rich  wake  up 
in  the  morning  and  say  I  will  go  out  and 
beat  up  a  few  poor  people  today.  It's  the 
discrimination  of  not  caring.  It's  the 
discrimination  of  building  walls,  of 
separating  ourselves  from  those  who 
are  less  fortunate.  And  the  gospel  of  Je- 
sus as  I  read  it,  says  we  should  not  be 
building  walls  but  we  should  be  build- 
ing bridges.  We  should  be  going  over  to 
our  neighbors,  we  should  be  going  out 
to  our  neighbors  and  saying,  "We  love 
you  so  much,  that  we  are  going  to  do 
what  we  can  to  be  a  part  of  helping  you 
come  into  the  fullness,  of  the  abun- 
dance of  Christ."  And  that  is  what  we 
seek  to  do  in  this  work. 

I  am  from  Alabama,  now  live  in  Geor- 
gia. Those  of  us  who  have  the  good  for- 
tune of  living  down  in  that  part  of  the 
country  know  that's  where  God  lives. 
He  visits  Cleveland  occasionally,  but 

(Laughter-  Applause) 

we  know  that  that's  where  God  lives. 
And  we  really  are  into  religion  in  the 
South.  We  know  the  first  and  great 
commandment  of  Jesus,  and  that's  this: 
Thou  shalt  go  to  church.  And  the  sec- 
ond is  like  unto  it;  Thou  shalt  get  others 
to  go  to  church.  And  if  you  want  to  be  a 
totally  devoted  disciple  of  Jesus,  work 
on  your  ministerial  tone  and  learn  how 
to  say  "Gaawd"  and  "Jeeeesus." 

(Applause) 

And  if  you  can  do  that,  then  every- 
body is  just  so  happy  with  you.  You 
don't  have  to  go  help  any  poor  people 
to  do  anything,  just  go  to  church.  Now, 
now,  the  Bible  does  say,  "Do  not  for- 
sake the  assembling  of  yourselves  to- 
gether." But  that's  the  beginning  of  the 
religious  expression.  You've  got  to  go 
out,  "Let  your  light  so  shine,"  God's 
word  says,  "that  others  will  see  your 


good  works  and  glorify  our  Father  who 
is  in  heaven."  And  building  a  house  for 
a  needy  family,  building  a  house  with  a 
needy  family,  using  the  Bible  finance 
plan  is  what  it's  all  about.  Inviting  peo- 
ple to  be  participants  with  us.  To  come 
and  to  say  to  them,  "I  care  about  you." 

I  want — the  bishop  of  Pittsburgh,  a 
while  ago,  talked  about  knowing  peo- 
ple's names.  We  need  to  go  to  the  other 
side  of  town  and  know  the  names  of  our 
neighbors.  So  much  of  religion,  espe- 
cially Southern  religion  where  I  come 
from,  is  what  I  call  "generic  religion." 
That  is  about  loving  generic  neighbors 
and,  you  know,  if  you  don't  know  your 
neighbor's  name,  you  don't  know  what 
your  neighbor  needs  and  you  don't 
need  to  do  anything.  Just  squint  up 
your  eyes  and,  "God  would  you  take 
care  of  that?" 

(Laughter) 

But  what  we  need  to  do  is  to  learn  our 
neighbors'  nam'es  and  where  they  live 
and  what  their  needs  are.  And  if  we  are 
able  to  deal  with  those  needs  to  get  busy 
and  to  do  something  about  it.  And  an- 
other thing  we  beheve  in  Habitat  for 
Humanity  is  that  God  is  a  hundred-per- 
cent God.  That's  why  we  have  the  goal 
in  Habitat  for  Humanity  of  eliminating 
poverty  housing.  The  Bible  says,  "With 
God  all  things  are  possible."  It  doesn't 
say  it's  easy,  but  it  says,  "With  God  all 
things  are  possible."  And  down  in  our 
county,  Sumter  County,  Georgia,  one  of 
the  poorest  counties  in  Georgia,  you 
know  what's  going  to  happen  this  year? 
Something  historic's  going  to  happen 
this  year.  In  September,  our  annual 
Building  on  Faith  Week,  I'm  going  with 
my  wife,  Linda,  and  Jimmy  Carter,  Jack 
Kemp,  who's  a  big  support  of  Habitat 
on  our  board  of  directors.  We're  going 
to  New  York  to  Harlem  to  233  West 
134"'  Street,  and  we're  going  to  build  the 
100,000"  house.  The  100,000"  family  is 
going  to  move  in  the  house,  which 
means  at  that  point  we  have  housed 
half  a  million  people. 

We're  going  to  be  there  the  first  two 
days,  September  11  and  12,  of  that 
week.  Then  we're  going  to  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  where  several  thousand  peo- 
ple are  building  a  hundred  houses. 
We're  going  to  finish  a  hundred  houses 
that  week  in  Jacksonville.  On  Wednes- 
day we'll  be  there.  Then  we're  coming 
to  Sumter  County,  Georgia,  where  sev- 
eral thousand  people  are  building 
thirty-five  houses  in  a  week,  one  of 
which  ends  poverty  housing  in  our 
county. 


(Applause) 

We've  eliminated  all  of  our  slums  and 
torn  down  the  bad  houses  or  renovated 
them  so  that  all  of  our  families  have 
been  invited  in.  All  of  our  families  have 
been  invited  in  to  have  at  least  a  simple, 
decent  place  in  which  to  live.  But,  you 
know,  how  do  you  do  that?  That's 
giving  birth  to  what  we  call  the 
Twenty-first  Century  Challenge,  which 
asks  other  communities  by  what 
date-whether  you  live  in  Paducah, 
Kentucky,  or  whether  you  live  in  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  or  Cleveland,  Ohio,  or 
whether  you  live  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, or  whether  you  live  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi-by  what  date  are  you  go- 
ing to  end  poverty  housing  in  your 
town  and  in  your  county?  And  the 
Twenty-first  Century  Challenge  is  ask- 
ing a  date,  asking  that  question.  And 
we  now  have  more  than  a  hundred 
communities  that  have  come  into  that 
program,  and  six  of  them  have  set  a 
date,  and  others  are  in  process.  If  s  an 
exciting  challenge. 

But  I  want  to  conclude  my  remarks 
this  morning  with  a  story,  and  this  story 
I'm  going  to  tell  you  holds  the  key.  It 
contains  the  secret  for  how  you  do  it. 
It's  a  story  from  the  Philippines.  I  told 
you  earlier  that  Jimmy  Carter  goes  out 
every  year  and  builds  Habitat  houses. 
In  June  of  1998,  we  went  to  Houston, 
Texas,  and  built  a  hundred  houses  in 
five  days.  As  I  was  recruiting  volun- 
teers for  that  event  traveling  all  over  the 
country,  I  told  people,  "Come  to  Hous- 
ton. Help  us  build  a  hundred  houses  in 
a  week  in  June.  It'll  be  a  religious  expe- 
rience. Because  if  you'll  do  that,  you'll 
never  consider  going  to  hell." 

(Laughter) 

And  the  people  came  and  the  coolest 
day  was  a  hundred  degrees,  and  people 
went  home  much  more  righteous. 

(Laughter) 

But  last  year  in  March  we  went  to  the 
Philippines.  We  had  fourteen  thousand 
volunteers  in  the  Philippines  from 
thirty-two  countries,  and  we  built  293 
houses  in  five  days.  It  was  an  amazing 
miracle  of  God.  We  built  in  six  loca- 
tions. One  of  the  places  we  built  was 
Madagundan,  just  south  of  Manila.  If 
you  know  your  World  War  II  history, 
that's  where  the  Death  March  started  in 
World  War  II.  That's  where  Jimmy 
Carter  worked.  We  built  a  hundred  and 
thirty  houses  in  that  location. 
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The  particular  house  that  Jimmy 
Carter  worked  on  was  the  house  for  the 
Salas  family.  Leonista  Salas,  her  hus- 
band, their  children,  and  one  little 
granddaughter  named  Sunshine.  This 
family,  by  the  world's  standards,  was  a 
very  unimportant  family.  They  lived  on 
the  backside  of  a  no-name  slum  in  a 
mud  and  stick  house.  They  were  chosen 
to  have  the  house  built  by  former  Presi- 
dent Jimmy  Carter.  Probably  in  their 
whole  lives  they'd  had  their  picture 
taken  maybe  two  or  three  or  four  times, 
and  now  they  were  in  the  glare  of  all  of 
this  publicity. 

Not  only  was  Jimmy  and  Rosalynn 
Carter  out  there,  former  Philippine 
President  Corazon  Aquino  was  there, 
other  former  presidents  were  there.  The 
current  president,  Joseph  Estrada, 
came  in  with  his  helicopters,  and  he 
landed  and  he  came  over  and  laid  a  few 
blocks.  Six  members  of  the  Philippine 
senate  were  there.  Practically  every 
CEO  in  the  country  was  there  laying 
blocks. 

A  small  house,  350  square  feet.  A  very 
modest,  simple  house.  But  as  we  al- 
ways do  at  the  end  of  the  week,  we  had 
a  dedication  service.  We  had  speeches, 
we  had  songs,  we  had  prayers  of  dedi- 
cation. Keys  were  given  out  to  the  fam- 
ily. A  Bible  was  presented.  And  then 
Leonista,  the  mother  of  that  family,  had 
been  chosen  to  be  the  speaker,  and  she 
stood  up,  and  here's  what  she  said.  She 
said,  "All  week  I  have  been  thinking 
that  this  is  a  dream.  That  it's  not  really 
true  that  all  these  famous  people  are  out 
here  building  a  house  for  us  and  with 
us.  And  I  keep  thinking  I'm  going  to 
wake  up." 

But  then  she  said,  "I  put  my  hand  out 
and  the  house  is  actually  there.  I  can  feel 
it;  I  can  touch  it.  We're  going  to  have  a 
good  place  to  live.  And  we'll  always  be 
thankful  to  you,  and  we'll  always  be 
thankful  to  God  for  this  happerung  in 
our  lives."  But  then  she  said  this:  'The 
thing  that  is  going  to  mean  the  most  to 
us  is  that  on  Monday,  when  it  was  blaz- 
ing hot  and  there  was  no  shade,  I 
looked  over  at  President  Carter  in  the 
late  morning,  and  I  saw  that  he  was 
wringing  wet  with  sweat.  There  was  no 
dry  thread  on  him,  and  he  was  mixing 
up  more  mortar  to  lay  more  blocks. 
And  1  noticed  that  his  sweat  was  drip- 
ping into  our  mortar.  So  knowing  that 
his  sweat  is  in  our  house  is  what's  going 
to  mean  the  most  to  us  for  the  rest  of  our 
lives." 


Friends,  that's  the  secret.  If  we  are 
willing  to  put  our  sweat-our  physical 
sweat,  our  emotional  sweat,  our  intel- 
lectual sweat,  our  psychological 
sweat-into  Cod's  work,  then  the  mira- 
cle occurs.  And  is  that  asking  too  much? 
Did  not  Jesus  give  not  only  his  sweat, 
but  his  blood  for  us  that  we  might  have 
an  abundant  life  on  this  earth  and  life 
eternal  in  heaven? 

(Applause) 

Let  us  put  our  sweat  into  our  work, 
and  God  will  multiply  it  beyond  our 
wildest  expectations.  Thank  you  and 
God  bless  you. 

(Applause  for  Millard  Fuller) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Thank  you  so 
much  for  this  inspiring  speech.  The 
only  thing  I  thought  the  translator  will 
have  a  hard  time  to  translate  this 
speech,  but  thank  you  for  the  speech 
and  not  only  for  the  speech,  but  for  the 
work  which  is  behind  your  words.  You 
really  work  for  poor  people.  Thank  you 
so  much  for  sharing  all  these  stories 
with  us.  I  hear  that  there  is  an  approved 
offering  its... 

JIM  PERRY:  I  wanted  to  say  to  you 
that  before  you  sat  down  you  should 
put  your  hand  in  your  pocket.  We  want 
to  give  everyone  an  opportunity  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  ministry  in  another  very 
tangible  way  by  participating  in  the  of- 
fering which  we  are  prepared  to  receive 
at  this  time  for  the  work  of  Habitat  for 
Humaruty.  One-half  of  the  offering  that 
is  received  will  go  for  the  work  of  Habi- 
tat for  Humanity  International.  The 
other  half  will  remain  here  in  the  Cleve- 
land District  for  the  work  of  Habitat 
here  in  Cleveland.  So  I  pray  that  you 
will  be  generous  in  your  contributions 
today  that  this  ministry  might  continue 
to  flourish  both  with  our  gifts  and  with 
the  gifts  that  we  have  as  individuals  to 
be  able  to  work  for  Habitat.  I  would  like 
to,  while  the  offering  is  being  taken,  of- 
fer a  prayer  of  dedication  for  the  offer- 
ing. Bishop. 

BISHOP:  You're  welcome. 

TERRY:  O  gracious  God,  we  thank 
you  for  the  work  of  Habitat  that  has 
been  talked  about  here  today  and  for 
the  vision  of  Millard  Fuller  and  and  his 
wife,  Linda,  and  the  literally  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  individuals  who 
have  demor«trated  that  it  is,  indeed, 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.  We 
pray  not  only  for  the  work  of  Habitat, 
but  we  pray  that  truly  we  might  have 
within  us  the  vision  which  comf>els  us 


to  move  forward  to  eliminate  all  pov- 
erty housing  throughout  our  land  and 
around  the  world.  We  pray  this  in  the 
name  of  Jesus,  the  Christ,  Amen. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Amen.  We  need  a 
little  bit  oftime  to  collect  his  offering. 
Let  me  tell  you  that  it  happened  that  the 
first  time  I  heard  from  Habitat  for  Hu- 
manity, it  was  in  Burundi.  There  I  heard 
of  your  work.  I  feel  that  houses  which  I 
saw  then  are  destroyed  now,  but  1  am 
really  convinced  you  will  build  them 
up  again,  if  it  is  at  all  possible.  Thank 
you,  again,  for  all  this  work.  I  see  a  per- 
son that  wants  to  be  recognized.  Mic 
#2. 

NANCY  DENARDO:  Yes,  Bishop, 
Nancy  Denardo,  Western  Permsylva- 
nia.  Could  we  know  who  to  make  a 
check  out  to,  please,  for  these  different 
offerings? 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Please,  repeat 
your  question. 

DENARDO:  Could  we  be  told  who  to 
make  a  check  out  to  for  these  offerings? 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Okay.  Who  can 
do  this,  to  tell  the  p>eople? 

JIM  PERRY:  I  believe  you  can  make' 
the  check  payable  to  the  General  Coun- 
cil on  Finance  and  Administration  be- 
cause this  money  will  be  deposited  and 
then  sent  in  two  different  checks.  So  if 
you  make  it  payable  to  GCFA,  marked 
Habitat  for  Humanity  it  will  be  used  in 
that  way. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  All  right,  I  think 
we  have  to  finish  this  business.  Thank 
you,  again,  for  being  with  us  and  telling 
the  story  and  I  would  call  us  to  our  next 
topic,  "The  Native  American  Compre- 
hensive Plan."  The  people  may  be 
ready  to  present  this  topic  while  the  of- 
fering is  still  being  collected.  You  may 
already  be  in  your  places. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Yes,  I  think  we 
should  go  ahead.  Yes.  Now  the  next 
topic,  the  Native  American  Compre- 
hensive Plan,  will  be  introduced  to  us. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

Natiix  American 
Comprehensive  Plan  Introduced 

ANN  SAUNKEAH  (Oklahoma  In- 
dian Missionary):  Good  morning.  My 
name  is  Ann  Saunkeah.  Good  morning 
bishop,  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  delegates,  officials,  visitors, 
friends  and  families  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  On  behalf  of  the  Na- 
tive American  Comprehensive  Plan,  1 
would  like  to  thank  you  for  this  time. 
The  Native  American  Comprehensive 
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Plan  is  an  interagency  structure  that 
was  affirmed  by  General  Conference  in 
1992  and  in  1996.  The  interagency  struc- 
ture has  proven  to  be  the  most  effective 
means  of  ministry  to  native  people 
while  allowing  the  facets  of  the  church 
to  participate  in  financial  accountabil- 
ity. At  its  annual  meeting,  the  Native 
American  Comprehensive  Plan  task 
force  overwhelmingly  reaffirmed  the 
present  structure  as  an  interagency  task 
force.  The  present  make  up  of  the 
16-member  task  force  includes  12  Na- 
tive American  United  Methodists.  I 
would  like  to  thank  the  church  for  its 
support  and  would  like  to  share  with 
you  how  you  accomplish,  through 
grass  roots  communities,  the  Native 
American  Comprehensive  Plan. 
Through  this  video  we  are  about  to  see, 
and  the  report  found  on  pages  837  of 
the  DCA  and  895,  you  will  see  the  im- 
pact the  plan  has  had  on  the  lives  of  Na- 
tive American  United  Methodists. 

IVideo  shown  on  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan} 

Into  the  next  quadrennium,  we  have 
many  areas  that  we  want  to  focus  on. 
Among  them  are  the  youth  and  young 
adults,  creating  and  developing  new 
leaders,  nurturmg  the  present  ones  we 
have,  working  with  our  elders  as  re- 
source people.  One  of  the  areas  we  also 
want  to  touch  on  is  salary  among  Na- 
tive American  pastors. 

(Native  American  Video  Continues) 


(Applause) 

ANN  SAUNKEAH:  Again,  thank 
you  for  your  time,  and  thank  you  for 
your  support,  and  thank  you  for  your 
prayers. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  WALTER  KLAIBER:  Ann 
Saunkeah,  thank  you  very  much  for 
this  presentation,  for  reminding  us  on 
this  part  of  our  common  heritage. 
When  I  went  through  the  agenda  this 
morning,  I  thought  there  was  a  certain 
tragedy  in  it,  because  these  Germans 
which  form  the  EUB  came  from  Ger- 
many as  very  poor  people,  because  the 
land  could  not  carry  them— wasn't 
enough  space,  not  enough  labor — and 
they  thought  it's  an  empty  land  where 
we  can  live.  And  they  did  not  know, 
they  did  not  want  to  know,  that  the  land 
which  they  have  here  was  taken  away 
from  other  people,  which  already  are 
here.  So,  that's  the  tragedy  of  our  story, 
our  history,  and  a  hope  that  we  will  ex- 


perience that  this  church  can  carry  us 
all  and  give  us  a  living  space  for  us 
all — moral  spirituality,  that  we  have  a 
future  together.  Thank  you  for  your 
work,  and  thank  you  for  all  you  are  do- 
ing. 

(Applause) 

Our  next  topic  will  be  the  first  report 
of  GCOM,  General  Council  of  Minis- 
tries. I  would  invite  the  people  .  .  . 
Bishop  Woody  Hearn  will  introduce. 

Report  of  the  GCOM 

BISHOP  WOODY  HEARN:  There  are 
six  of  us  who  are  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Ministries  that  will 
bring  this  first  report  to  you,  and  we  are 
privileged  to  come  before  you,  the  dele- 
gates of  the  General  Conference  of  2000 
to  report  on  the  good^  work,  the  good 
news  of  what  God  is  doing  across  our 
United    Methodist    connection.    The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a  great 
church;  we  have  a  powerful  tradition, 
an    incredible    presence    around    the 
world,  and  under  God  an  unlimited  fu- 
ture. Each  of  us  in  this  room  has  a  story 
to  tell  about  the  good  news.  The  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Ministries  has  glimpsed 
God's  movement  in  many  ways  during 
this  quadrennium,  and  you  and  I  know 
that  no  one  can  comprehend  what  the 
United  Methodist  people  are  doing  in 
mission  and   ministry  in  the  world. 
Wherever  historic  events  occur  that  af- 
fect people,  and  wherever  there  is  some 
need,  you  can  expect  United  Methodist 
people  to  be  there.  We  have  many  rea- 
sons to  celebrate. 

WILLIAM  HATCHER  (South  Geor- 
gia): Let  me  remind  you  that  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Ministries  works  for 
our   denomination   between   General 
Conferences   and   reports  directly   to 
you.  Since  1972,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  has  played  an  essential  role 
m  the  life  of  this  church— a  role  that  was 
originally  derived  from  similar  agen- 
cies in  the  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  and  Methodist  churches.  As 
you  know,  the  work  of  GCOM  is  to  fa- 
cilitate   the    church's    program    life, 
through  encouragement,  coordination, 
and  support  of  the  general  agencies  as 
they  serve  on  behalf  of  the  denomina- 
tion. The  council's  responsibilities  and 
knowledge  has  always  been  the  appro- 
priate place  for  collaboration  across  the 
church — in  annual  conferences,  central 
conferences,     and     local     congrega- 
tions— to  explore  the  missional  direc- 
tion for  the  denomination,  to  stay  open 
to  God's  preferred  future. 


In  1996,  General  Conference  dele- 
gates approved  legislation  that  allowed 
for  change.  This  interactive  organiza- 
tional model  came  from  GCOM's 
four-year  connectional  issues  study.  I 
personally  participated  in  that  study, 
along  with  many  of  you.  We  listened  to 
each  other  across  the  denomination. 
We  shared  our  dreams  for  our  life  to- 
gether as  collaborative,  noncompeti- 
tive, holy  work.  The  action  in  1996 
reaffirmed  our  historical  concepts  of 
holy  conferencing.  That  action  has  re- 
sulted in  new  energy,  simpler  struc- 
tures, and  greater  emphasis  on 
relationships,  in  both  local  churches 
and  annual  conferences. 

DR.  CAROLYN  JOHNSON:  What  is 
this  reality  of  our  new  context?  Local 
congregations,     annual     conferences, 
and  general  church  agencies  are  all 
finding  that  this  need  to  change,  and 
the  ability  to  change,  is  essential  to  the 
future.  This  General  Conference  is  held 
at  the  begirming  of  a  new  millennium,  a 
new  century,  and  a  new  decade.  There 
will  be  no  other  time  quite  like  this  time. 
Let  us  claim  the  promise  of  Isaiah  43:19: 
"I  am  about  to  do  a  new  thing;  now  it 
springs  forth,  do  you  not  perceive  it?" 
As  we  all  glimpse  this  new  thing,  we 
become  aware  of  the  struggle.  Each  of 
us    is    well    aware    of   the   dramatic 
changes  in  our  places  of  ministry  in  the 
past  decade.  There's  change,  there's  re- 
sponse, the  church  changes,  the  church 
responds.  Our  circumstances  and  our 
great  desire  to  be  of  use  to  God  de- 
mands new  faithfulness.  Swiftly  the 
world  has  gone  from  a  print  culture  to  a 
visual  culture,  from  snail  mail  to  e-mail. 
New  technology  has  allowed  new  ways 
of  communication  that  makes  global  re- 
lationships more  possible.  From  struc- 
tures of  hierarchy  to  team,  flattened 
designs,  work  is  being  done  in  new 
ways.    Decision-making    power    has 
been  distributed  and  decentralized.  Re- 
lationships are  developed  and  valued 
over  rules  and  structures.  We've  gone 
from  the  singularity  of  right-answer 
science  to  the  complexity  of  chaos, 
quantum  leaps,  and  the  reality  of  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  possibilities.  As  Christians, 
we  remember  that  to  change  is  to  enter 
the  biblical  story.  This  breaking-in  with 
a  new  orientation  to  the  future  is  as  an- 
cient as  the  spiritual  journey  recorded 
throughout  the  biblical  story  and  the 
history  of  the  church.  Each  transition  in 
Israel's  history  reflects  the  struggle  that 
results  from  change,  as  does  the  jour- 
ney of  Jesus — from  wilderness  to  Cal- 
vary to  resurrection. 
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As  a  church,  we  have  responded  with 
our  own  transformations.  We  have  be- 
come more  faithful  to  the  ancient  disci- 
plines of  prayer,  worship,  and  waiting 
ufxin  the  Lord.  There  has  been  a  re- 
claiming of  the  wonder  and  awe.  We 
see  new  emphasis  on  lay  ministries; 
new  opportunities  for  each  of  us  to 
have  hands-on  mission  experiences;  ex- 
panded use  of  electronic  media,  and 
new  forms  of  worship;  and  intentional 
dialog  across  the  issues  that  would  tend 
to  divide  us.  Together,  we  have  in- 
creased funds  available  for  mission  and 
ministry  through  World  Service  and 
other  funding  sources.  In  each  of  the 
past  six  years,  we  have  seen  an  increase 
in  attendance  at  worship  in  United 
Methodist  churches,  with  17  annual 
conferences  also  reporting  significant 
increases  in  membership.  Certainly, 
this  is  a  cause  for  celebration. 

(Applause) 

But  you  know.  Conference  2000, 
we're  on  a  wild  ride  of  change  in  our  de- 
sire to  make  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ. 
And  as  we  glimpse  the  future  we  know 
that  our  need  to  change  will  continue. 

GCOM  Sponsored  Consultations 

ROBERT  HOSHIBATA:  The  commit- 
ment that  the  General  Council  on  Min- 
istries has  made  to  this  more 
collaborative,  interactive,  consensus- 
building  style  of  relating  makes  it  im- 
possible to  do  business  as  usual.  Meet- 
ings are  an  opportunity,  believe  it  or 
not,  for  holy  conferencing.  The  General 
Council  on  Ministries  has  spent  the 
time  necessary  to  discern  the  spirit  of 
God,  as  together  we  make  decisions  for 
our  future.  And  as  we  work  we  are  a 
worshiping  community.  We  explore 
our  Biblical  story.  We  rehearse  our 
Wesleyan  tradition,  as  these  two  com- 
ponents are  essential  to  directing  the 
mission  and  the  ministry  of  our  denom- 
ination. We  pay  close  attention  to  our 
environment,  our  need  to  give  space  to 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  the  soul  work  of 
iring  for  each  other.  We  gather  the 
eces  of  our  shared  story  from  across 
le  church  to  affirm  the  wholeness  that 
in  be  made  from  the  pans.  What  is 
Hire,  the  General  Council  on  Minis- 
tries fulfilled  our  assigned  tasks  in  a 
new  style  of  openness  and  collabora- 
tion. For  the  first  time  in  decades,  lead- 
ers from  across  the  church  were  invited 
to  dream  about  our  future  together, 
God's  preferred  future  for  us.  Joint  dis- 
cussion and  joint  decision  making  as- 
sures shared  ownership  and  mutual 


cooperation.  The  General  Council  and 
Ministries  sponsored  two  church-wide 
consultations  involving  more  than  200 
persons  from  congregations,  from  con- 
ferences, from  caucuses  and  from  agen- 
cies. And  many  of  those  who 
participated  in  those  consultations  are 
here  today.  We  gathered  them  to  share 
stories  of  ministry.  Prophetic  voices 
challenged  this  gathered  congregation 
and  periods  of  prayer  and  discernment 
resulted  in  a  clearer,  common  vision  for 
a  shared  future.  Our  meetings  are  held 
in  various  locations  within  the  jurisdic- 
tions and  also  within  the  central  confer- 
ences. This  allowed  for  interaction  with 
the  ministries  in  each  context.  In  addi- 
tion, voices  from  the  central  confer- 
ences help>ed  us  define  our  work  with 
greater  sensitivity  to  the  issues  in  our 
church  as  it  seeks  to  be  the  global 
church.  The  1.3  million  United  Meth- 
odist laypersons  and  6,000  ordained 
clergy  and  local  pastors  who  live  in  Af- 
rica, in  Europe  and  in  the  Philippines 
continue  to  have  a  powerful  influence 
on  those  of  us  who  live  in  the  United 
States. 

MARY  SILVA:  During'  these  expjeri- 
ences  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
learned  that  change  is  hard  work. 
Reaching  concer^us  for  decision  mak- 
ing in  a  large  body  is  time  consuming. 
Eliminating  the  usual  distinctions  be- 
tween groups  creates  new  anxieties  as 
well  as  new  possibilities.  Our  suspi- 
cions and  well-formed  habits  hang 
around  in  the  midst  of  the  new.  The 
General  Council  on  Ministries  also 
found  that  all  across  the  church  in  local 
congregations,  in  annual  conferences 
and  at  the  general  church,  our  desire  to 
make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  is  clarify- 
ing our  shared  vision.  As  a  denomina- 
tion, we  are  continuing  to  rehearse  our 
essential  Biblical  character  as  we  cele- 
brate our  mission  story.  This  collabora- 
tive process  has  lessened  the  distance 
between  men  and  women,  young  and 
older,  lay  and  clergy.  And  dealing  with 
our  ethnic  and  racial  differences  has 
taken  on  new  possibilities.  When  p)eo- 
ple  gather  at  the  common  table  to  pray 
and  discern  and  dialogue  and  make  de- 
cisions together,  communities  of  mis- 
sion and  new  oppxjrtunities  are  formed 
with  new  clarity.  When  the  church 
starts  with  mission  and  ministry, 
dreams  and  after  that  asks  questions 
about  funding  and  structure,  new  en- 
ergy with  limitless  possibilities  is  obvi- 
ous. Annual  conferences  and  local 
churches  have  also  been  involved  in 
this  learning.  Nearly  every  annual  con- 


ference has  exercised  new  freedom 
during  the  past  four  years.  People  rep>- 
resenting  ministries  and  mission  and  fi- 
nances have  come  together  to  plan  for 
the  future.  Let  us  hear  just  a  few  of 
many  examples  of  what  is  happening  in 
annual  conferences  including  your 
own.  The  Desert  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  has  re-envisioned  its  future 
to  anticipate  the  starting  of  200  new 
congregations.  The  Baltimore-Wash- 
ington Annual  Conference  is  more  em- 
powered to  be  involved  in  new  and 
innovative  ministries  to  the  deaf,  the 
business  world  and  the  very  poor.  The 
Kentucky  Annual  Conference  has  a 
new  structure  that  assures  intentional 
leadership  development  and  evalua- 
tion at  the  annual  conference  level.  The 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference  has 
moved  into  a  team  of  stewards  to  lead 
the  ministries  that  connect  local  congre- 
gations. The  Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference  has  a  new  model  for  mis- 
sion and  ministry  and  has  develop)€d 
an  increased  emphasis  on  youth  and 
mission.  This  year  2,400  youth  will  par- 
ticipate ais  volunteers  in  mission  pro- 
jects. As  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  related  to  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  over  20  annual  confer- 
ences and  to  annual  conference  leader- 
ship we  glimpse  the  movement  of  God 
throughout. 

BISHOP  WOODROW  HE ARN;  Taco 
Bell  has  an  advertisement  featuring 
their  little  Chihuahua  dog.  He  has 
heard  that  there's  a  lizard  in  town  and 
he  wants  to  catch  it,  so  he  gets  a  box  and 
he  takes  it  down  to  a  street  comer.  He 
gets  a  stick  and  prop>s  up  one  side  of 
that  box  and  puts  a  string  on  the  stick, 
goes  around  the  comer  and  then  he 
says,  "Here,  Lizzie,  Lizzie,  Lizzie,"  and 
waits  for  the  lizard  to  come.  He's  baited 
it  with  a  taco.  It's  an  appropriate  bait 
and  the  lizard  responds.  But  soon  as 
the  lizard  comes  the  ground  shakes  and 
a  big  shadow  falls  across  the  comer. 
The  little  lizard  that  the  Chihuahua  dog 
had  expected  is  Godzilla.  And  he  says 
in  his  animated  voice,  "I  think  I'm 
gonna  need  a  bigger  box." 

(Laughter) 

Our  exp)erience  in  the  General  Coun- 
cil on  Mirustries  during  this  quadren- 
nium  is  such  that  we  can  say  that  our 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a  church  of 
a  bigger  box.  There  are  two  streams 
that  cause  us  to  come  to  this  conclusion. 
The  first  stream  is  that  we  have  experi- 
enced a  new  way  of  doing  things.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  quadrennium  four 
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years  ago,  we  decided  that  we  wanted 
to  use  a  different  operational  style.  One 
that  would  involve  cooperation  with  all 
of  our  agencies,  collaboration  in  our 
style,  and  also  the  opportunity  to  use  an 
interactive  process.  And  so  as  already 
been  described,  we  invited  on  two  occa- 
sions representatives  from  our  church 
responsible  for  programming  to  come 
to  two  consultations.  The  first  one  was 
in  Pittsburgh  in  1997.  The  theme  of  that 
consultation  was  Exploring  an 
Emerging  Common  Vision  for  Mission 
and  Ministry  of  the  Church.  The  sec- 
ond one  was  in  New  Orleans  in  1998, 
Making  All  Things  New.  These  consul- 
tations focused  basically  on  this  idea; 
Let  us  search  and  share  our  vision  to  an- 
swer the  question,  "What  is  God  calling 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be  in 
the  21'  Century,  enlightened  by  Biblical 
and  theological  understanding  and  in 
the  background  of  the  realities  of  the 
world  in  which  God  has  placed  us  to- 
day?" As  we  had  the  presidents  and  the 
general  secretaries,  of  Global 
Ministries,  Higher  Education,  Church 
and  Society,  Discipleship,also  GCFA, 
the  commissions  and  caucus  people, 
representatives  of  annual  conference 
together  in  dialogue,  to  share  their  dis- 
cernment and  their  vision  around  a 
common  table,  there  began  to  emerge 
and  powerful  spirit  of  cooperation,  ac- 
countability and  a  dream  of  God's  pre- 
ferred future.  The  values  of  this  can  be 
summarized  in  this  way:  The  best  for 
us  to  do  our  task  is  to  collaborate  and 
have  an  interactive  style  with  all  of  the 
parties  at  a  common  table.  With  all  the 
players  in  the  room  together  coopera- 
tion and  mutual  support  begins  to  de- 
velop, so  that  one  agency  says  to 
another  agency  as  they  share  their 
dream,  "We  can  help  with  that,"  or  "We 
can  contribute  this  to  that,"  and  so  a 
spirit  of  cooperation  is  present.  But 
most  important  of  all,  as  the  vision  from 
many  unique  perspectives  in  our 
United  Methodist  Church  begin  to 
emerge  and  are  shared  together,  these 
dreams  form  a  symphony  and  when 
the  notes  of  that  symphony  are  harmo- 
nized together  there  is  a  mighty  sound 
about  God's  preferred  future.  And  that 
sound  is  so  great  that  you  need  a  bigger 
box  in  order  to  hold  it. 

Stories  of  UM  World  Mission 

The  second  stream  which  we  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  GCOM  this  quadren- 
nium  is  to  witness  the  massive  mission 
and  ministry  which  United  Methodist's 
undertake  on  behalf  of  people  on  a 


global  scale.  You  need  a  bigger  box  to 
hold  what  the  United  Methodist 
Church  does.  I've  had  personally  the 
unique  opportunity  to  see  our  church  at 
work.  All  the  way  from  the  small 
church  that  I  served  when  1  began  to 
huge  global  gatherings  of  Christian 
people.  Been  in  over  80  countries  over 
my  half  century  of  ministry.  This  has 
convinced  me  of  one  fact.  And  hear  this 
carefully:  1  have  become  convinced 
that  there  is  no  one  mind  that  can  com- 
prehend all  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  does  in  mission  and  ministry  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  around  the 
world. 

I'm  excited  about  telling  the  story  of 
what  God  is  using  United  Methodist 
people  to  do  in  the  <vorld.  One  day  I 
was  on  a  boat  off  the  coast  of  Maine 
with  my  six-year-old  grandson.  A 
whale  surfaced  nearby,  rolled  over  in 
the  water,  and  then,  when  it  made  its 
dive,  you  could  see  this  huge  part  of 
God's  creation  from  head  to  tail.  And  I 
turned  to  the  little  boy  and  I  said, 
"What  do  you  think  about  that?"  He 
said,  "Oh,  Granddaddy,  that  was  awe- 
some." What  The  United  Methodist 
Church  does  in  its  mission  and  ministry 
in  different  places  of  the  world  is  truly 
awesome. 

We've  had  the  opportunity  this  qua- 
drennium,  in  GCOM,  to  see  it  in  opera- 
tion. We  had  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  celebration  of  The  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church,  and  later  in  this 
conference  you  will  hear  a  full  report 
from  that  advance.  It  is  awesome. 

Another  awesome  experience  is  the 
story  of  United  Methodist  people  and 
what  they  have  done  in  old  Russia.  In 
1991,  negotiations  were  made  for  us  to 
return  United  Methodist  work  to  that 
land  less  than  ten  years  ago.  And  now 
Bishop  Minor  reports  to  me  that  more 
than  eighty-five  churches  and  societies 
have  been  established,  and  there  is  a 
need  now  for  greater  theological  educa- 
tion in  order  to  train  leaders  for  that 
work  there.  That  is  awesome. 

Mozambique  has  recently  been  in  the 
news  because  of  the  tremendous  floods 
that  have  taken  place  there.  This  nation, 
in  southern  Africa,  bordering  on  the  In- 
dian Ocean-a  nation  which  suffered  so 
greatly  and  many  years  of  civil 
strife-has  made  such  great  progress. 
And  those  of  us  who  know  its  story  well 
will  delight  in  the  fact  of  its  economic 
recovery.  But  now  the  flood  has  come. 
As  soon  as  the  word  of  that  flooding 
spread     around     the     world,      the 


connectional  resources  of  the  people 
called  United  Methodists  began  to  re- 
spond. A  church  pastored  by  one  of  the 
delegates  sitting  on  the  floor  of  this  con- 
ference, at  this  moment,  had  a  United 
Methodist  women's  group  who  sent  a 
check  for  $1 5,000  with  a  note  that  it  was 
to  be  used  for  the  flood  relief  in  Mozam- 
bique, and  that  half  of  it  they  wanted  to 
go  to  pure  water. 

Bishop  Machado  has  reported  to  us 
that  the  flood  waters  have  moved  some 
of  the  landmines,  and  they  have  now 
gone  into  areas  that  were  previously 
considered  to  be  safe.  As  this  confer- 
ence closes,  there  will  be  a  team  of  peo- 
ple leaving  here  to  go  to  Tchuki  in  order 
to  establish  a  center  for  the  health  of 
persons  with  artificial  limbs  in  order  to 
alleviate  their  suffering  and  pain  due  to 
the  loss  of  limbs. 

I  have  found  that  it  does  not  matter 
how  large  a  box  you  imagine  the  United 
Methodist  people  could  fill  with  all  of 
the  works  that  they  do  in  the  name  and 
spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world. 
Whatever  size  box  you  imagine,  you're 
going  to  need  a  bigger  box  than  you 
have  imagined,  for  no  one  mind  is  large 
enough  to  comprehend  it  all.  It  is  awe- 
some. So  celebrate  what  God  has  done 
through  the  people  called  United  Meth- 
odists and  tell  every  day,  with  exciting 
thanksgiving,  the  things  that  God  has 
enabled  us  to  do  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  for  it  is  awesome  indeed. 

(Applause) 

OYSTEIN  OLSEN  (Norway):  Amen, 
Bishop.  Through  a  continual  process  of 
collaboartion  with  leadership  across 
the  church,  every  effort  was  made  to 
make  connections  and  to  facilitate 
shared  ownership  of  our  mision  and 
ministry.  The  World  Service  Fund  Pro- 
gram and  budget  process  gathered  all 
agencies  to  hear  the  plans  and  dreams 
of  each  other.  This  has  not  happened  in 
this  way  before.  Together  your  elected 
leaders  offered  mutual  support;  they 
signed  new  paths  of  coordination,  and 
collaborated  on  the  quadrennial  bud- 
get that  you  will  consider  in  a  few  days. 


Continued  in  the  May  6th  issue 
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United  Methodists  Repent  for  Racism 


CLEVELAND  (UMNS)  —  In  a  May  4  service  that 
included  the  symbohc  wearing  of  sackcloth  and  ashes, 
United  Methodists  confessed  the  sin  of  racism  within  the 
denomination. 

The  act  of  repentance,  together  with  a  call  for 
reconciliation,  was  an  attempt  to  recapture  the  spirit  of 
Methodism  lost  when  some  African  Americans  in  the  18"^ 
and  19'"  centuries  felt  compelled  to  leave  the  church's 
predecessor  bodies  and  formed  their  own  congregations. 
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It's  high  time  to  say 

we're  sorry, 

and  only 

the  General  Conference 

can  do  it. 


Representatives  of  the  three  historically  Black 
Methodist  denominations  were  present  when  a  silver 
triangular  plumbline,  as  symbolized  in  the  book  of  Amos, 
was  lowered  before  General  Conference  delegates  and 
other  participants  "as  a  constant  reminder  that  we  must 
pass  God's  test  for  righteousness." 

Bishop  WiUiam  Boyd  Grove  compared  lingering 
racism  to  "a  malignancy  in  the  bone  marrow  of  the 
church"  and  called  for  an  official  apology. 

"It's  high  time  to  say  we're  sorry,  and  only  the 
General  Conference  can  do  it,"  he  said.  "Only  the  General 
Conference  speaks  for  the  church." 

In  words  and  dramatic  imagery,  the  Rev.  Anthony 
Alexander,  a  Central  Pennsylvania  delegate,  and  the  Rev. 
William  B.  McClain,  a  professor  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  told  the  stories  of  the  discriminatory  acts  that 
led  to  the  formation  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal, 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  churches. 

But  racism  remained  for  African  Americans  who 
stayed.  When  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North, 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  and  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  united  in  1939,  a  separate  jurisdiction  - 
the  Central  Jurisdiction  -  was  created  for  Black  members. 
Retired  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  who  remembered  the 
sorrow  of  that  period,  noted  that  God  has  now  given  the 
church  the  opportunity  "to  climb  a  higher  mountain  than 
we've  ever  climbed  before." 

To  drive  home  a  point  about  racism  today.  Bishop 
Woodie  White  "performed  a  miracle"  and  pronounced 
that  all  White  people  in  the  audience  had  become  persons 
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of  color.  He  predicted  that  some  of  them  might  lose 
pastoral  appointments  or  church  leadership  positions  as 
result  of  the  change  in  their  skin  tone. 

Responding  to  the  call  for  confession,  participants 
received  a  strip  of  sackcloth  to  pin  onto  their  clothes  and  ft., 
rubbing  of  ashes  on  the  wrist  as  signs  of  penance. 

Bishop  McKinley  Young  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  responded  that  he  couldn't  speak  for 
his  grandparents  but  added,  "I  wish  they  could  hear  your 
confession  tonight.  I  believe  that  there  is  a  balcony  in 
heaven,  and  that  there  are  clouds  of  witnesses  who  bend  j 
their  ears  to  hear." 

Bishop  Clarence  Carr,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  Church,  said  he  hoped  United  Methodists  would 
move  from  the  symbolism  of  the  service  to  substance. , 
Redemption   demands   restitution   and   reparation,   he 
noted,  and  "a  new  sense  of  freedom  both  for  the  victim  i 
and  the  victimizer." 

"It  is  my  hope  that  we  will  be  deeply  committed  to 
making  this  symbolic  act  a  reality,"  added  Bishop 
Nathaniel  Lindsey,  of  the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  service  was  sponsored  jointly  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  and  the  denomination's  Council 
of  Bishops.  A  study  guide  has  been  developed  to  explore 
the  historical  roots  of  racism  in  the  division  of  the  church 
and  to  prepare  United  Methodists  for  acts  of  repentance. 

— Linda  Bloom 


Agenda  for  Saturday,  May  6,  2000 

8:00  a.m.  Choral  Music 

8:15  a.m.  Worship  Service 

9:00  a.m.  Committee  on  Agenda  &  Calendar  Report 

9:10  a.m.  General  Council  on  Ministries  Report  #2 

*9:40  a.m.  Advancing  Korean  Ministry  Plan 

*10:00  a.m.  Korean-English  Hymnal  Report 

10:10  a.m.  Calendar  Item  156  {DCA  page  1847) 

Conference  Announcements  and  Committ© 
on  Presiding  Officers 

Lunch  Recess 

Legislative  Committees 

Dinner  Recess 

Legislative  Committees 


12:10  p.m. 

12:15  p.m. 
2:30  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 
*  order  of  the  day 
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Delegates  Refer  Connectional  Process  Team  Report 
to  Standing  Legislative  Committee  for  Action 


Reviewing  the  results  of  four  years  of  work  by  the 
lonnectional  Process  Team  (CPT),  General  Conference 
elegates  Friday  referred  the  entire  report  to  the  standing 
!gislative  committee  on  General  and  judicial 
administration. 

The  action  was  the  first  discussion  of  CPT  by  the  992 
elegates  in  a  plenary  session  after  extensive  review  in 
mall  groups.  A  tabulation  of  both  strengths  and 
weaknesses  was  reported  to  delegates  Thursday  night. 

Friday  the  Rev.  Minerva  G.  Carcano,  Rio  Grande 
lonference  delegate  and  CPT  member,  asked  the 
inference  to  create  a  temporary  Covenant  Council  that 
would  initiate  gradual  change  toward  a 
transformational  direction"  for  the  denomination.  The 
ntire  report  proposes  sweeping  changes  in  both  national 
nd  international  activities  and  organizational  structure. 

On  behalf  of  the  CPT,  Carcano  proposed  that  the 
fmporary  covenant  council  would  replace  the  existing 
leneral  Council  on  Ministries  and  would  be  accountable 
)  the  2004  General  Conference.  The  temporary  body 
'ould  continue  the  work  done  by  the  CPT  and  report 
jgularly  to  annual  conferences  and  the  Council  of 
ishops. 

After  extensive  debate  and  parliamentary  motions, 
>ore  than  63  percent  of  the  delegates  voted  to  refer  the 
ntire  report  to  the  legislative  committee.  That  panel  will 
•view  further  the  CPT  report  and  proposals  and  bring 
•commendations  back  to  the  entire  General  Conference 
efore  adjournment  May  12. 

In  another  action  Friday,  the  conference  voted  to  call 
)r  the  removal  of  the  Confederate  battle  flag  from  the 
outh  Carolina  capitol  building.  The  South  Carolina 
bnference,  Columbia  Area  Bishop  J.  Lawrence 
IcCleskey,  and  other  church  officials  and  bodies  in  the 
tate  have  supported  removal  of  the  flag. 

Also  during  the  Friday  session,  the  gavel 
>rmbolizing  the  presidency  of  the  United  Methodist 
!ouncil  of  Bishops  passed  from  Louisville  Area  Bishop 
obert  C.  Morgan  to  Dallas  Area  Bishop  William  B.  Oden. 
eatlle  Area  Bishop  Elias  G.  Galvan  has  been  named 
resident-elect  to  take  office  a  year  from  now. 

In  a  news  conference  Friday  afternoon.  Bishop  Oden 
iid  the  major  issue  before  United  Methodism  is  the 
lobal  nature  of  the  church.  "We  have  basically  been  a 
I.S.  church  with  global  outposts  .  .  .  (and)  are  having  to 
screate  our  structure"  to  make  the  global  nature  visible. 


Other  major  issues  cited  by  Bishop  Oden  were 
racism,  world  poverty,  and  theological  education. 

In  the  spirit  of  the  Service  of  Repentance  Thursday 
night,  the  conference  adopted  by  a  near-unanimous  vote  a 
resolution  extending  greetings  to  Pope  John  Paul  II  and 
recognizing  "the  profound  statements  of  sorrow  and 
regret  that  you  have  made  in  this  year  of  Jubilee  regarding 
certain  past  practices  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
Catholics  and  other  Christians. 

"We  accept  your  apology  for  the  use  of  force  in  the 
search  for  truth  practiced  against  our  Protestant  forebears 
in     the     Christian     faith.  In     the     instances     of 

misunderstandings,  insensitivities  and  harm  brought 
about  by  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
predecessors  in  the  faith  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  Catholics,  we  in  turn  ask  forgiveness  for  our  deeds  of 
commission  and  omission. 

"We  rejoice  in  the  growth  of  mutual  understanding 
of  each  other  that  has  developed  in  the  past  decades 
between  the  Roman  Catholic  and  United  Methodist 
churches  and  among  Roman  Catholics  and  United 
Methodists.  We  look  forward  to  increased  understanding 
that  is  brought  about  by  prayer,  dialogue  and  reflection." 

United  Methodists  also  rejoiced  in  the  development  of 
Africa  University  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  A  report  on 
growth  in  both  student  body  and  teaching  staff  was 
underscored  with  music  by  choirs  from  Africa  University 
and  United  Methodist-related  Bethune-Cookman  College, 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

In  a  sermon  at  the  morning  worship  hour,  Arkansas 
Area  Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie  said  the  church  has  done 
"far  too  much  hanging  on  and  surviving  in  the  last  part  of 
the  20*  century.  Too  long  we've  tried  to  love  God  and 
love  our  neighbor  and  still  hang  on  in  fear,"  she  said. 

— Robert  Lear 


Cookies  for  All 

During  the  ten  days  of  General  Conference, 
approximately  250,000  cookies  will  be  served  to 
delegates,  conference  staff,  press  and  others  lucky 
enough  to  be  within  arm's  reach.  The  plastic  bags  of 
cookies  include  Scripture  verses. 

Not  all  are  eaten  every  day.  The  surplus  is  sent 
to  hunger  programs  that  serve  more  than  5,000 
persons  each  month 
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Book  of  Discipline  Tells  the  Story 
of  General  Conference 

A  burgundy-covered  book  sits  on  the  shelves  of 
United  Methodists  around  the  world.  Whether  the  text  is 
printed  in  English,  Korean,  Spanish,  or  another  language, 
the  volume  tells  the  story  of  the  2000  General  Conference 
and  General  Conferences  before  it. 

Every  four  years.  The  Book  of  Discipline  is  updated 
and  reprinted  to  reflect  the  will  of  the  church's  official 
voice,  the  General  Conference.  Each  petition  and 
resolution  approved,  each  jot  and  tittle  changed,  is  closely 
tracked  by  the  Committee  on  Correlation  and  Editorial 
Revision  to  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  Discipline. 

Judy  Smith,  who  serves  as  one  of  the  staff  persons  for 
the  committee,  says  committee  members  look  for  conflicts 
in  legislation  and  make  sure  all  changes  are  recorded 
correctly.  Committee  members  track  legislative  action 
during  plenary  sessions  and  then  review  and  approve 
disciplinary  paragraphs  processed  through  the  Petition 
Entry  and  Tracking  System  (PETS). 

"This  committee  signs  off  on  the  Discipline,"  Smith 
says.  "The  objective  is  to  finish  as  much  of  the  editorial 
work  as  possible  while  we're  here  [at  the  General 
Conference]." 

What  isn't  completed  by  noon  Saturday,  May  13,  will 
be  taken  back  to  the  publishing  house  in  Nashville. 
UMPH  editors  will  use  the  DCA  proceedings  and  PETS  to 
finish  the  preliminary  Discipline  manuscript,  which  will 
be  reviewed  by  committee  members.  "In  July  the 
committee  members  come  to  the  publishing  house  for 
three  or  four  days  to  go  through  everything,"  Smith  says. 

Once  changes  are  recorded,  copies  of  the  manuscript 
are  sent  to  the  general  agencies  for  review.  The 
Committee  on  Correlation  reviews  agency  notes  before 
the  final  copy  is  submitted  to  the  publishing  house's 
production  department.  The  Discipline  is  then  typeset, 
printed,  and  bound  for  delivery  to  United  Methodists. 

Non-Engiish  editions  of  the  Discipline  are  translated 
and  printed  following  the  finahzation  of  the 
English-language  version.  Approximately  112,000 
English,  800  Korean,  and  800  Spanish  copies  are  printed. 

— Kurt  Givartney 

Church  Must  'Get  Out  in  Front/ 
Denver  Pastor  Tells  AMAR  Gathering 

Amar,  Spanish  for  "to  love,"  has  become  the  acronym 
AMAR  for  the  coalition  of  "United  Methodist-related 
groups  working  to  assist  The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
become  welcoming — in  policy  and  practice — of  lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual,  and  transgender  persons  and  their  families." 
AMAR  consists  of: 


•  Affirmation:  United  Methodists  for  Lesbian,  Gay, 
Bisexual,  and  Transgendered  Concerns; 

•  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action;  and 

•  Reconciling  Congregation  Program. 

Addressing  oppression  related  to  sexual  orientation, 
AMAR  was  recently  joined  in  its  efforts  by  members  of 
United  Methodists  of  Color  for  a  Fully  Inclusive  Church. 
At  a  press  luncheon  May  3,  speakers  addressed  the 
coalition's  concenis  and  apprised  reporters  of  upcoming 
events.  The  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell,  a  convener  of 
United  Methodists  of  Color  for  a  Fully  Inclusive  Church 
and  pastor  of  Park  Hill  UMC,  Denver,  spoke  passionately 
from  his  experience  working  for  human  rights  for 
African-Americans.  He  quoted  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
who  asked:  "Why  is  the  church  a  taillight  rather  than  at 
headlight?"  He  expressed  hope  that  the  church  wiiPl 
respond  to  the  issue  of  inclusiveness  so  that  we  do  no|)t 
have  to  return  some  day  in  the  future  to  apologize  for  ou 
actions. 


— Patty  Meyi 


Author  Signings  at  the  Cokesbury  Store 

Monday  -  May  8 

11:00  a.m.  to  noon 

Marilyn  Brown  Oden,  Through  the  East  Window 
Gus  Nelson,  Service  Is  the  Point 

Noon  to  1:00  p.m. 

Patricia  Brown,  Heart  to  Heart  /  From  the  Heart 
Lydia  Istomina,  Bringing  Hidden  Things  to  Light 
Sally  Geis,  The  Befuddled  Stork 
H.  Eddie  Fox,  Let  the  Redeemed  of  the  Lord  Say  So 

4:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Mary  Ebinger,  Do-It-Yourself  Marriage  Enrichment 
Warren  Ebinger,  Do-It-Yourself  Marriage  Enrichment 
J.  Ellsworth  Kalas,  New  Testament  Stories 
from  the  Back  Side 

Wednesday  -  May  10 

Noon  to  1:00  p.m. 

Rodney  Wilmoth,  How  United  Methodists 

Share  Their  Faith 
Donald  Messer,  The  Befuddled  Stork 
Marie  White  Webb,  The  Power  of  the  Dream 
ST  Kimbrough,  Jr.,  Methodism  in  Russia 
and  the  Baltic  States 

1:30  p.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Robert  Martin  Walker,  Encounters  with  the  Living  Gorf-'j 
James  W.  Moore,  Some  Folks  Feel  the  Rain 
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All  in  the  Family 

The  delegate  who  received  a  hug  from  a 
bishop  during  the  opening  worship 
processional  was  lay  delegate  Mary  Brooke 
Casad.  The  bishop  was  her  father.  Bishop 
Benjamin  R.  Oliphint.  Casad  chairs  the  North 
Texas  delegation,  a  position  Bishop  Oliphint 
occupied  20  years  ago  at  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

The  Rev.  Don  W.  Underwood,  North 
Texas  clergy  delegate,  continues  a  family 
tradition.  The  Underwoods  have  had  a  family 
member  serving  as  a  delegate  in  every  decade 
since  the  1930s.  Don's  grandfather  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Uniting  Conference  of  1939,  and 
^his  father  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  Uniting 
(Conference  of  1968. 


Philip  H.  Carver  and  the  Rev.  Rebecca  C. 
Carver — both  Iowa  Conference  delegates — are 
spouses.  Their  families  have  attended  General 
Conference  since  1968:  the  Rev.  Don  Carver, 
1968-92  delegate  and  2000  observer;  the  Rev. 
Art  Campney,  1976-84  delegate;  Jo  Campney,  1988;  Phil 
Carver,  1984-92  and  2000  delegate,  and  Rebecca  Carver, 
1996-2000  delegate.  Phil  and  Rebecca  began  dating  at  the 
1984  General  Conference,  and  their  son  Joel  was  bom 
during  the  1992  General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Lee  B.  Sheaffer,  Virginia  Conference 
delegate,  and  Ruth  A.  Daugherty,  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference  delegate,  are  siblings. 


Walk  on  Water  in  Your  Free  Time 

If  you  have  some  free  time  at  lunch  or  on  the 
weekend,  you  may  want  to  venture  near  the  lake  and  step 
put  on  the  water.  The  Steamship  William  G.  Mather  is 
located  next  to  the  Rock-and-Roll  Hall  of  Fame  and,  after 
months  of  being  closed,  opens  this  weekend.  The  1925 
preat  Lakes  Freighter  is  a  floating  museum.  Visitors  can 
Jxplore  historic  cargo  holds,  the  four-story  engine  room, 
elegant  dining  rooms,  the  galley,  and  the  brass  and  oak 
9ilot  house.  The  618-foot  steamer  includes  exhibits  and 
videos  that  share  the  evolution  of  the  shipping  industry. 
ifVear  comfortable,  flat,  rubber-soled  shoes  and  enjoy 
some  time  on  the  lake. 


77k  Short  family  has  had  a  representative  at  General  Conference  since  1934'  Pictured  here 
al  General  Conference  2000  are  Louise  Short,  widow  of  Bishop  Roy  Short:  her  grandson  the 
Rev  Phillip  Short.  Lake  Wales.  Fla. .  and  her  son  the  Rev  Riley  Short.  Lakeland.  Fla    Mrs 
Short  lives  in  Nashville.  Tenn  —Dewaytte  and  Ginnie  Lowlher  photo 


NOMINATION  CHANGES 

May  5,  2000 

General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 

Northeastern: 


Southeastern: 


Patricia  Bryant  Harris 
(Replaces  Noah  Reid) 

Connie  Mitchell 
(Replaces  Al  Guinn) 


United  Methodist  Men 

Southeastern:     Cornelius  Henderson 


Church  &  Society 
Southeastern: 


New  Bishop 


Correction 

In  the  Independent  Commissions  Legislative 
Committee  report  printed  in  the  May  5  DCi4  on  p. 
1804,  the  tenth  bullet  item  should  read:  "Calling  the 
general  church,  annual  conferences,  districts,  local 
churches  and  individuals  to  oppose  the  increase  in 
hate  crimes  in  church  and  society." 


Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is  . . .  Brad  Motta????? 

It  is  a  place  that  receives  "goodie  bags" 
everyday.  It  has  a  computer  set  up  with  Internet 
access,  a  television  with  VCR,  and  a  small  area  with 
couches  and  chairs.  Each  person  in  the  room  has  a 
personal  "wipe-off  board"  for  people  to  leave  them 
messages.  Hosts  and  hostesses  make  everyone  feel  at 
home.  The  room  is  filled  with  the  energy  of  today's 
church,  and  the  hof)e  for  its  future. 

See  photo  on  page  1868  for  the  location. 
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Anybody  Listenin'?... 

Plenary  sessions:  On  Thursday  morning  only  male 
speakers  participated  in  the  debate  on  the  Judicial 
Council  referral.  Thursday  evening,  we  recognize  that 
Bishop  White  and  our  sisters  and  brothers  from  the 
AME,  AME  Zion  and  CME  churches  included  women 
and  references  to  gender.  We  appreciate  the  reminder 
of  the  intercoimectedness  of  racism  and  sexism,  and  the 
double  oppression  experienced  by  racial  ethnic  women. 

Inclusiveness  and  community  suffer  under  stress: 

Observers  in  several  committees  noted  that  delegates' 
frustration  over  problems  in  the  legislative  process  is 
being  directed  at  the  legislation  and  at  comm/subcomm 
leadership.  This  is  very  hard  on  our  leaders,  and  on  our 
sensitivity  to  include  all. 

We  note  that  more  equitable  participation  occurs  when 
leaders  of  committees  have  directly  encouraged  the 
participation  of  those  who  have  not  spoken,  especially 
in:  Local  Church,  Higher  Ed,  Gen  &  Jud  Admin, 
and  Church  &  Society. 

In  Conferences,  expressed  efforts  to  encourage 
participation  have  not  yet  borne  fruit:  in  action  to 
consider  subcommittee  items,  females  were  31%  of  the 
group  but  participated  at  only  15%. 

In  Financial  Admin  where  females  are  only  20%  of 
the  members,  the  Chair  raised  the  group's  awareness  to 
this  imbalance  and  to  his  desire  to  recognize  them  if 
they  wished  to  speak. 

In  action  on  subcommittee  reports  on  Thurs  pm: 
CommlKee         Feimie  %  of  group  Fem«le  p«rticlp«tlon 

15% 
35% 
29% 
72% 
28% 
50% 
35% 
57% 
14% 
2S% 

Patterns  to  be  aware  of... 

"taking"  opportunities  to  participate  without  being 
recognized  first:  in  one  committee  males  repeatedly 
"took"  the  floor  without  recognition  1 3  times  and 
females  3  times.  Observers  note  that  female  committee 
and  subcommittee  chairs  appear  to  be  challenged 
frequently  on  parliamentary  process. 

"speaking for"  others:  changing  the  wording  of 
others  when  we  repeat  their  motion  or  comment  can  be 
a  subtle  way  to  diminish  the  value  of  their  contribution. 
Observers  noted  that  this  happened  repeatedly  to 
comments  made  by  women,  especially  racial  ethnic 
women. 

Information  provided  by  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women 's  Monitoring  &  Resource  Team 


Conferences 

31% 

Church  &  Society 

35% 

Discipleship 

40% 

Faith  &  Order 

38V. 

Financial  Admin 

23% 

Gen  &  Jud  Admin 

39% 

Global  Ministries 

48% 

Higher  Ed 

48% 

Indep  Comm 

23% 

Local  Church 

29% 

Tons  of  Potatoes, 
Bishops  to  Help  Cleveland's  Hungry 

Saturday  morning  Ur\ited  Methodist  bishops  and 
others  v^ill  help  imload  45,000  poiinds  of  potatoes 
donated  by  a  Maine  farmer  to  the  Potato  Project  as  part  of 
the  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty. 

The  nationwide  produce  salvage  program  began  in 
1983  as  a  wray  to  provide  direct  relief  to  the  hungry  by 
transporting  unmarketable,  yet  perfectly  good  produce 
to  hunger  relief  agencies. 

A  tractor-trailer  filled  with  more  than  22  tons  of 
potatoes  will  be  urJoaded  at  Cleveland's  municipal 
parking  lot,  section  D  beginning  at  11  a.m.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  help  in  the  project. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  a  United 
Methodist-related  ministry,  will  transport  and  package 
the  spuds.  Cleveland's  Second  Harvest  food  bank  will 
distribute  the  potatoes. 

The  municipal  parking  lot  is  within  walking 
distance  of  the  Convention  Center.  To  get  to  section  D, 
exit  the  Convention  Center  onto  Lakeside  Ave.  Walk  east 
(right)  to  East  9*  St.  Then  turn  north  (left)  onto  East  9"  St. 

Cross  over  the  railroad  tracks,  but  turn  right  before 
crossing  Memorial  Shoreway.  Enter  the  walkway,  just 
past  the  parking  garage  on  the  right  that  turns  dov^m 
Memorial  Shoreway,  and  follow  it  to  the  east  (right)  to 
the  parking  lots.  Lot  D  is  the  fourth  section. 
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Africa  University  Report  Received  on  99.2  Vote 


Bishop  Roger  W.  Ireson,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and  presenters 
of  the  United  Methodist-related  Africa  University  in 
Zimbabwe,  had  one  of  the  most  spirited  reports  to  come 
before  the  2000  General  Conference.  Enthusiastic  reports 
and  testimonials  from  young  alumni  were  pimctuated 
with  stirring  music  from  the  Chamber  Choir  of  Africa 
Uiuversity,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Patrick 
Matsikenyiri.  Ireson  reported  that  the  university  now  has 
871  students  from  18  African  countries  with  faculty 
coming  from  12  countries.  "The  bringing  together  of  the 
many  cultures  is  now  a  reality,  he  said. 

Dr.  James  Salley,  associate  vice  chancellor  for 
advancement  of  the  university  and  a  delegate  to  General 
Conference  from  South  Carolina,  thanked  the  delegates 
and  visitors  and  Dr.  Ireson,  his  board,  and  United 
Methodist  churches  everywhere  for  the  financial  and 
on-site  support. 

Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho,  the  university's 
chancellor  and  president  from  Angola,  spoke  of  the 
special  place  the  university  has  in  educating  people  from 
at  least  nine  African  countries,  plus  America,  in  a 
culturally  and  academically  enriching  setting.  "We  are 
accomplishing  our  goals,"  he  said. 

Thanks  to  the  support  of  Bishop  Woodie  White  and 
others,  the  school  recently  dedicated  two  dormitories 
made  possible  with  contributions  from  the  North  Indiana 
Conference.  Two  more  dormitories  are  in  the  planning 


stage  thanks  to  the  contributions  from  the  South  Indiana 
Conference. 

The  University  is  now  developing  a  Health  Sciences 
major  that  promises  to  take  expertly  trained  health 
professionals  into  every  African  countiy  within  the  next 
few  years.  Plans  also  call  for  expansion  of  the  University's 
Distance  Education  Learning  program,  taking  higher 
education  to  other  countries.  Dr.  Salley  said  they  plan  to 
be  in  Liberia  and  the  Congo. 

Two  graduates,  Sophia  Chiremba  and  Richard 
Footsin  of  Cameroon,  doing  post  graduate  work  at 
leading  American  universities,  spoke  of  the  unique 
opportunities  Africa  University  offered  them  for  higher 
education  in  the  multi-cultural  setting. 

A  video,  "Transforming  Lives  -  Transforming 
Africa"  demonstrated  the  advances  the  university  has 
made  and  pointed  toward  its  contributions  to  the 
continent  that  contains  a  fifth  of  the  world's  population. 

An  appeal  was  made  in  the  report  for  funding  to  be 
increased  to  $20  million  per  quadrennium  or  $5  million 
per  year,  instead  of  the  current  support  of  $2.5  million  per 
year  level  since  1989. 

The  Africa  University  report  was  received  on  a  99.2% 
favorable  vote. 

— Ron  Council 
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Judicial  Council  Decision 


This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 

DECISION  NO.  885 

IN  RE:  Request  from  the  General  Conference 
Committee  on  Correlation  and  Revision  for  a 
Declaratory  Decision  Relating  to  Petitions  Before  the 
General  Conference  Which  Use  the  Language 
"Professing  Membership." 


The  phrase 
jnconstitutional 
member"  can  be 
;he  phrase  which 
ilready  declared 
petitions  would 
:onsideration  by 


DIGEST 

"professing  member"  is  not  inherently 
If  petitions  using  the  phrase  "professing 
amended  to  include  a  clear  definition  of 
does  not  refer  to  paragraphs  or  petitions 
unconstitutional  or  out  of  order,  such 
be  constitutional  and  in  order  for 
the  General  Conference. 


STATEMENT  OF  FACTS 

Following  the  release  of  Decision  884  on  May  4, 2000, 
he  General  Conference  Committee  on  Correlation  and 
Revision  asked  the  following  question  of  the  Judicial 
Zouncil: 

In  response  to  Judicial  Council  decision 
884,  the  Committee  on  Correlation  and  Editorial 
Revision  has  one  further  urgent  question  for 
clarification.  We  understand  that  the  language 
of  "baptized  member"  from  the  1996  Discipline 
is  unconstitutional.  Given  decisions  811  and 
884,  may  the  language  of  "professing 
membership"  be  used  in  lieu  of  the  language  of 
"full  membership"  if  the  definition  of  this  term 
does  not  suffer  from  the  constitutional  infirmity 
of  offering  membership  without  taking  vows? 

As  the  language  of  "professing  member"  appears  in 
•everal  petitions  in  various  committees,  the  matter  is  quite 


urgent  to  the  work  of  the  Conference,  we  appreciate  your 
earliest  possible  consideration. 

Jurisdiction 

The  Judicial  Council  has  jurisdiction  under  Par.  2616 
of  the  1996  Discipline. 

Analysis  and  Rationale 

This  question  arises  because  Decisions  811  and  884 
state  that  Par.  4  of  the  Constitution  requires  "every 
individual  personally  to  take  the  appropriate  vows  to 
become  a  member  of  a  local  church."  Decision  884  states: 
"[a]ll  legislation  based  on  the  definitions  of  Tjaptized 
members'  and  'professing  members'  as  set  forth  in  the 
1996  Discipline  is  vmconstitutional."  The  phrase 
"professing  member"  is  not  inherently  unconstitutional. 
The  problem  arises  when  the  definition  of  that  term  is 
taken  from  petitions  which  have  been  declared  out  of 
order  or  paragraphs  of  the  1996  Discipline  which  have 
been  declared  unconstitutional.  If  petitions  using  the 
phrase  "professing  member"  can  be  amended  to  include  a 
clear  definition  of  the  phrase  which  does  not  refer  to 
paragraphs  or  petitions  already  declared  unconstitutional 
or  out  of  order,  they  would  be  constitutional  and  in  order 
for  consideration  by  the  General  Conference.  Such  a 
definition  must  state  that  a  "professing  member"  is  an 
individual  who  personally  has  taken  the  vows  of 
membership  as  required  by  Par.  4  of  the  Constitution. 


The  phrase 
unconstitutional 
member"  can  be 
the  phrase  which 
already  declared 
petitions  would 
consideration  by 


Decision 

"professing  member"  is  not  inherently 
If  petitions  using  the  phrase  "professing 
amended  to  include  a  clear  definition  of 
does  not  refer  to  paragraphs  or  petitions 
unconstitutional  or  out  of  order,  such 
be  constitutional  and  in  order  for 
the  General  Conference. 
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Announcements 


•  The  official  bank  of  the  2000  General  Conference  is 
Fifth  Third  Bank  at  1404  E.  9*  Street  and  RockweU  (just 
VA  blocks  past  the  Sheraton).  Banking  hours  are  8:30 
a.m.-5  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday.  The  bank  is 
closed  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Personal  checks  for 
amounts  less  than  $100  may  be  cashed  with  prior 
approval  from  the  treasurer's  office,  room  222. 

•  Delegates  and  visitors  from  the  Dakotas  Conference 
are  invited  to  eat  together  5:30  p.m.  Monday  at  the 
Vico  Restaurant,  1852  E.  6*  Street. 

•  The  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  will  honor 
conferences  engaged  in  Hispanic  ministries  at  12:15 
p.m.  Monday  with  an  invitation  only  luncheon  in  the 
Sheraton  City  Centre  Hotel.  Active  bishops  and  a 
designated  representative  from  each  U.S.  conference 
delegation  have  been  invited.  For  details,  contact  Jose 
Palos  or  other  members  of  the  National  Plan  for 
Hispanic  Ministry  team  (they  are  wearing  NPHM 
badges). 

•  The  date  for  the  New  Jersey  Area  luncheon  has  been 
changed  to  Thursday.  The  luncheon  will  be  held  at 
12:15  p.m.  in  the  Erie  Room  of  the  Marriott  Hotel  at 
Key  Center. 

•  Minnesota  Conference  delegates  and  visitors  are 
invited  to  dine  together  at  5:30  p.m.  Tuesday  at  the 
Holiday  lim  Lakeside  City  Center.  Contact  Marge 
Thompson  at  the  Sheraton  City  Centre  Hotel  for  details. 


The  Peninsula-Delaware  Conference  challenges  all 
other  conferences  in  the  Northeast  Jurisdiction  to 
endow  a  scholarship  at  Africa  University  before 
hosting  General  Conference  in  2004.  The  jurisdiction 
is  currently  half  way  toward  its  goal. 

Join  the  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty 
as  they  sponsor  the  unloading  of  a  tractor-trailer  of 
potatoes.  The  potatoes  will  be  unloaded  11  a.m. 
Saturday  in  municipal  parking  lot  section  D.  Van 
transportation  is  available  from  the  Convention 
Center  beginning  at  10:30  a.m. 

Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Carothers,  clergy  member  of  the 
Troy  Annual  Conference,  author  and  former  staff 
member  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
died.  May  1,  in  Doylestown,  Pa.  Delegates  and 
visitors  are  asked  to  keep  his  family  and  colleagues  in 
their  prayers. 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  delegation  v^dll 
host  a  breakfast  from  7-9  a.m.  Monday  in  The  Club  at 
127  Public  Square.  Special  guests  are  Bishop  Dan  and 
Joy  Solomon.  Former  conference  bishops  will  also 
attend.  Contact  O.  Fred  Loy  for  more  information. 

"God's  Inclusive  Grace:  A  Time  of  Worship  For  All 
People,"  sponsored  by  the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  will  be  held  9  a.m. 
Sunday  in  the  Little  Theatre  (prayer  room)  at  the 
Convention  Center,  Marcia  McFee,  leader. 
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Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is..3radMotta? 

The  youth  delegate  lounge  fills  the 
moment  delegates  have  a  little  free  time. 
The  youth  dash  to  see  if  anyone  has  left  a ; 
note  for  them,  or  go  to  the  computer  to 
check  their  e-mail.  Hosts  greet  them  and 
make  sure  they  have  received  the  "goodie 
bag"  and  other  items  specially  left  for 
them.  Following  a  plenary  session,  these 
youth  gather  to  relax  and  catch  up  on 
what  is  happening:  Andreas  Elfring, 
Steve  Yoost,  Jay  Williams,  Nicole 
Absher,  Tim  Black,  Carl  Gladstone,  Josi 
Elliott,  Ana  Kelsey-Powell,  Matt 
Johnson,  Sarah  Warman,  Craig  Tate, 
Shawn  Hartman,  Laura  Simmons  and 
Erin  Pitney. 

Dewayne  and  Cinnie  Lmvther  pholt 
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World  Methodist  Council  Presents  Seat  of  Honor  Awards 


The  North  American  Section  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  presented  the  "Seat  of  Honor  Awards"  to  four 
persons  at  its  quadrennial  General  Conference  Luncheon 
on  Friday. 

Presented  to  persons  who  have  given  distinguished 
serxace  and  made  significant  contributions  to  World 
Methodism,  the  council  honored  Mrs.  Bonnie  Jones 
Gehweiler  of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.;  Dr.  H.  Eddie  Fox  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  Dr.  Alice  Lochmiller  of  Ft.  Meyers,  Fla.; 
and  Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Dr.  Charles 
Kinder  received  the  award  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Lochmiller. 

Mrs.  Gehweiler  was  cited  for  her  work  with 
Palestiiuan  Christians  and  the  establishing  of  the 
Methodist  Nursery  and  Preschool  in  Beit  Sahour  in 
Bethlehem;  Dr.  Fox  for  his  work  in  world  Methodist 
,  evangelism;  Dr.  Lochmiller  for  her  philantrophy  and 
I  interest  in  the  World  Methodist  Peace  Award  and  Old 
Rectory  restoration  in  Epworth,  England  and  Bishop 
Irons  for  his  leadership  in  the  North  American  section  of 
the  Council. 


Dr.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary  of  the  council;  Dr. 
Frances  M.  Alguire,  council  president;  Dr.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  president  of  Asbury  Seminary;  and  Bishop  L. 
Bevel  Jones  111,  bishop-in-residence  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology  were  the  presenters. 

The  luncheon  gathering  drew  300  persons,  including 
Dr.  Mariela  Mihailova  of  Varna,  Bulgaria  and  His 
Eminence  Sunday  Mbang  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Nigeria. 

Dr.  John  C.A.Barrett  of  Cambridge,England  brought 
greetings  from  British  Methodism  and  reported  on  plans 
for  the  18th  World  Methodist  Conference  in  Brighton, 
England.  He  projected  that  the  Brighton  Conference  will 
draw  over  4,000  delegates  and  visitors.  Dr.  Hal  Brady  of 
Columbus,  Ga.,  is  chair  of  the  Brighton  conference 
program.  The  conference  theme  will  be:  "Jesus:  God's 
Way  of  Salvation." 

The  World  Methodist  Council  founded  in  London  in 
1881,  is  composed  of  74  member  churches,  with  Methodist 
and  council-related  united  church  members  in  130  nations 
and  a  community  of  over  70  million  persons. 

—Bill  Quick 
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Prayer  Concerns 


As  the  days  at  General  Conference  get  longer  and  we 
grow  more  tired,  let  us  remember  the  importance  of 
taking  time  to  be  in  prayer.  One  way  in  which  we  can 
support  one  another  is  by  praying  with  and  for  each  other. 

You  are  invited  to  write  your  prayer  requests  on  the 
Prayer  List  on  the  Cokesbury  checkout  counters  or  bring 
them  to  Brad  Motta  in  the  DC/4  office.  The  requests  will 
be  printed  in  the  next  day's  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

Please  pray  for  the  following: 

•  Mary  Beth  Anderson:  elected  delegate  from 
Illinois  Great  Rivers  Conference:  had  to  remain 
home  for  chemotherapy 

•  Marty  and  Kristi:  Marriage 

•  Joanne  Kirkland:  Oklahoma  reserve  delegate: 
injured  in  a  serious  car  accident  just  before  she  was 
to  leave  for  General  Conference 

•  The  people  of  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico 


•  The  family  and  friends  of  Preston  Price's  father 
who  died  May  4 

•  Jim  Pitka,  spouse  of  Iowa  conference  pastor 
Marjolein  Pitka:  near  death  in  Iowa  City 

•  Betty  Reilly,  a  conference  page:  now  hospitalized 

•  Amelia  Mostyn:  undergoing  heart  surgery 

•  Rev.  Wally  Riches,  pastor  in  the 
California-Nevada  Conference:  undergoing 
treatment  for  leukemia 

•  John  Shettle,  an  elected  delegate  from  North 
Indiana:  could  not  come  because  of  cancer 
treatment 

•  Anita  Fenstermacher,  an  alternate  delegate  from 
North  Indiana:  could  not  come  because  of  cancer 
treatment 

•  For  the  inclusion  of  all  God's  children 


Episcopal  Leader  Says  Homosexuality  Issue 
Will  Bring  Church  Closer  Together 


I 


(UMNS) — The  new  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  predicts  the  church  "will  be 
drawn  closer  together"  as  General  Conference  addresses 
the  issue  of  homosexuality. 

"I  am  not  a  voting  delegate,  and  I  can't  predict  what 
will  happen  to  every  piece  of  legislation,"  said  WiUiam 
Oden,  bishop  of  the  Dallas  Area.  "But  I  believe  we  will  be 
closer  together  after  this  conference  as  a  result  of  our 
discussions  (on  homosexuality)." 

Oden's  remarks  came  during  a  press  conference  held 
shortly  after  he  took  the  helm  as  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  The  president  serves  a  one-year  term. 
President-elect  Elias  Galvan,  bishop  of  the  Seattle  Area,  will 
succeed  Oden  next  year. 

Besides  the  issue  of  homosexuality,  Oden 
commented  on  several  other  key  issues  facing  delegates 
including:  the  church's  global  nature;  the  act  of 
repentance  for  racism  service;  global  poverty;  theological 


education  around  the  world;  and  a  proposed  television 
campaign  to  heighten  public  awareness  of  the  church  and 
its  worldwide  mission. 


4 


Oden  did  not  endorse  or  criticize  any  legislativ( 
proposals,  but  challenged  delegates  to  help  the^ 
denomination  embrace  its  global  nature,  particularly  inr 
light  of  rapid  church  growth  outside  the  United  States. 

No  longer  is  the  denomination  "an  American  churchi 
with  mission  outposts  in  other  countries,"  Oden  said. 
"We're  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  if  we  are  truly  to  call 
ourselves  a  global  church,  we  must  invite  our  churches  in 
Europe,  Africa  and  Asia  to  take  their  rightful  place  as 
partners  and  leaders  in  ministry." 

Oden  also  challenged  local  churches  and  members  to 
initiate  dialogue  and  acts  of  repentance  in  their  own 
congregations  and  communities,  saying  the  church  must 
find  ways  to  move  from  ritual  to  response. 
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Reports  of  Legislative  Committees 


Church  and  Society— (5/5/00) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

Dealing  with  environmental  health  and  safety  in 
the  workplace  and  community; 

Calling  for  environmental  stewardship; 

Reducing  water  usage; 

On  drug  and  alcohol  concerns; 

Concerning  human  rights; 

On  acts  of  repentance  for  racism; 

Participating  in  National  Donor  Sabbath; 

Chartering  racial  justice  policies; 

Regarding  the  US-Mexico  border; 

Affirming  language  diversity  in  US  and  against 
amendment  making; 

Concerning  capital  punishment; 

Concerning  Anmesty  International  proposals 
ending  abuses  based  on  sexual  orientation  and 
defending  rights; 

Regarding  pathways  for  economic  justice; 

Adopting  National  Gambling  Impact  Study 
Commission  Report; 

Initiating  or  joining  an  economic  boycott 
guidelines; 

Concerning  UMC  position  on  gambling; 

On  emphasis  of  concern  for  workers; 

Continuing  the  concern  for  Workers  Task  Force; 

Eradicating  abusive  child  labor; 

Boycotting  Detroit  News,  Detroit  Free  Press  and 
USA  Today; 

Adopt  "living  wage"  model  for  UMC; 

Calling  for  economic  jiostice  for  a  new  millennium. 

The  committee  recommend  nonconcurrence: 

Commending  Dr.  L.  Schlesinger; 

Commending  Rev.  Donald  L.  Wildmon; 

Establishing  a  national  truth  commission  to 
examine  US  support  of  human  rights  abuses 
worldwide. 

-Gretchen  Hakola  and  Paul  Widicus 


Conferences — (5/5/00) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  with 
amendment  that  the  conference  director  of  lay  speaking 
shall  become  a  member  of  annual  conference.  This  action 
would  not  include  district  directors. 

The  committee  recommended  nonoccurrence  on  a 
proposal  that  lobbying  by  general  agency  staff  be 
prohibited. 

-Dean  Snyder  and  Wally  Athey 

Discipleship — (5/5/00) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Removing  a  duplicate  paragraph  about  spiritual 
formation  area  responsible  for  families  and  people 
of  all  ages; 

•  Changing  the  name  of  Laity  Day  to  Laity  Sunday 
with  amendments; 

•  Providing  organization,  direction  and  support  for 
local  church  leaders; 

•  Replacing  lay  speaking  with  lay  speaking 
ministries; 

•  Adding  conference  lay  speaking  ministries 
responsibilities  to  conference  board  of  laity; 

•  Referring  some  paragraphs  to  a  General 
Conference  connmittee  composed  of  members  of 
the  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  Committee 
and  the  Discipleship  Committee  to  report  back 
later. 

•  Deciding  lay  speakers  shall  be  committed  to 
doctrine,  Scripture,  and  history  and  life  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

-Frank  Estrada  and  Linda  Green 


Faith  and  Order— (5/5/00  5:30  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Recommending  strongly  that  UM  colleges  and 
senrunaries  prohibit  the  sale  of  beverage  alcohol; 

•  Calling  for  local  churches  and  parents  to  become 
more  active  in  monitoring  their  children's 
television  viewing,  and  to  become  active  in 
voicing  their  concerns; 

•  Opposing  the  cloning  of  humans,  adding  to  para. 
66M; 
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•  Being  in  ministry  to  those  with  alcohol  and  drug 
dependencies,  and  their  families,  para.  66J; 

•  Calling  for  preservation  of  old  growth  forests; 

•  Calling  for  new  food  safety  policies; 

•  Calling  for  affirmation  of  the  inherent  value  of 
non-human  creation  in  relation  to  energy 
resources  utilization; 

•  Adding  "sexual  comment"  to  the  definition  of 
sexual  harassment; 

•  Changing  title  from  "Death  with  Dignity"  to 
"Faithful  Care  of  the  Dying"  and  outUning  issues 
related  to  death,  including:  terminating  advanced 
medical  technology  that  only  prolongs  death, 
church  and  family  support,  and  adequate  pain 
relief,  companionship,  spiritual  nurture  and 
support  for  dying  persons; 

•  Dealing  vsath  corporate  responsibility; 

•  Adding  a  new  subsection  to  Para.  67  about  family 
farms/farmers; 

•  Avoiding  purchasing  products  made  in 
sweatshop  conditions; 

•  Moving  sentence  opposing  capital  punishment  to 
Basic  Freedoms  from  Criminal  Justice; 

•  Adding  language  on  restorative  justice  to  Para.  68F; 

•  Addressing  restorative  justice  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  especially  "because  it 
gives  great  attention  to  the  rights  of  victims  and  it 
contrasts  retributive  and  restorative  justice; 

•  Urging  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  uphold  and  teach 
the  United  Methodist  position  opposing  capital 
punishment. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Calling  for  moderation  in  alcohol  consumption 
for  some  people; 

•  Clarifying  the  UMC  position  on  drugs,  the 
committee  saying  that  the  current  language  was 
adequate; 

•  Deleting  "We  commit  ourselves  to  be  in  ministry 
for  and  with  all  persons"; 

•  Deleting  entire  Para.  67  on  "Economic 
Community"; 

•  Adding  language  to  protect  private  property  in 
Para.  67; 

•  Deleting  Para.  67B  on  "Collective  Bargaining"; 

•  Approving  capital  punishment. 

-Erik  Alsgaard  and  Ann  Whiting 


Financial  Administration — (5/5/00) 
The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Allowing  congregations  to  direct  apportionments 
away  from  certain  agencies  to  other  agencies; 

•  Restoring  hymns  in  prior  hymnals  left  out  of  the 
current  hymnal; 

•  Including  the  second  verse  of  "America  the 
Beautiful"  in  the  next  printing  of  the  hynmal; 

•  Omitting  the  verse  in  the  hymn  "Praise  to  the 
Lord,  the  Almighty"  which  includes  the  phrase 
"God  as  a  mother  doth  speed"  in  the  next  version 
of  the  hymnal; 

•  Including  the  hymn  "Eternal  Father,  Strong  to 
Save"  in  the  next  hymnal; 

•  Reinserting  references  to  "unfermented  juice  of 
the  grape"  in  the  Services  of  Word  and  Table  in  the 
hymnal.  J 

-Davie  Burgdorfand  Tom  Burger 

Global  Ministries— (5/5/00  5  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Supporting  new  mission  work  in  Indochina. 
The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Advancing  Korean-American  Ministries  in  th^ 
2001-2004  quadrenniim:i; 

•  Implementing  the  Asian  American  language 
study;  -| 

•  Supporting  a  study  on  the  use  of  American  Indian  i 
lands  by  the  church; 

•  Developing  a  study  on  "Caring  for  Creation  from  ji 
Native  American  Perspective."  |l 

-  Linda  Bloom  and  Cheryl  Edwards 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry — (5/5/00  5  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Defining  ministry  as  action  that  brings  others  to 
know  Christ  and  become  professing  members;      ,  I 

•  Deleting  Para.  328.3  the  wording  of  which  is  a 
duplication  of  Para.  336; 

•  Amending  Petition  30667  by  deletion  of  the  words 
"through  organizing"  and  "through  economic 
development"  in  the  duties  of  pastors; 
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•  Changing  the  designation  from  ordained 
ministers  and  ordained  elders  to  "all  appointed 
pastors"  in  preparing  parents  and  sponsors  before 
baptism  and  communion. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Adding  new  text  to  Para.  331.3  determining  all 
pastoral  responses  to  be  made  in  the  priestly  role 
as  outlined  in  the  Book  of  Discipline; 

•  Removing  guaranteed  appointment  as  a 
component  of  the  ministry  of  an  elder  in  full 
connection; 

•  Adding  a  subparagraph  to  Para.  328  stating  that  no 
person  will  be  appointed  unless  he/she  affinns 
that  homosexuality  is  not  God's  will. 

Correction  to  5/5/00  DCA,  page  1804: 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  with  adding 
"failure  of  persons  in  honorable  location  [not  extension 
ministry  as  previously  reported)  to  report  for  two 
consecutive  years  may  result  in  termination  of  orders." 

-Duane  Ewers  and  Terri  Hiers 


Independent  Commissions — (5/5/00) 

The  committee  considered  suspending  its  work  after 
learning  some  delegates  do  not  have  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  in  their  r\ative  language.  Anger  increased  when 
the  committee  learned  the  delegates  did  not  receive  the 
materials  in  English  until  they  arrived  in  Cleveland  earlier 
this  week. 

In  speech  that  moved  from  anger  to  sadness, 
Mujinga  Kainda,  a  delegate  from  South  Congo,  told  the 
committee  of  first  being  reassigned  to  another  committee 
where  translators  were  present  and  then  being  told  to 
leave  that  group  and  return  to  her  original  assignment. 

Kainda  said  she  left  the  1996  General  Conference  in 
Denver,  Colo.,  confident  that  materials  would  be 
available  to  her  in  either  French  or  Swahili. 

"If  you  don't  want  us,"  she  said,  "tell  us  to  go  home." 

Ricky  James,  Mississippi,  moved  that  the  committee 
suspend  its  work  until  the  problem  is  resolved.  If  the 
General  Conference  is  to  act  as  the  Body  of  Christ,  he  said, 
"there  is  no  petition  we  have  to  deal  with  that  is  more 
important  than  resolving  this  issue." 

The  committee  decided  to  continue  meeting  using 
the  available  translators.  Committee  leaders  also  asked 
the  DC  A  and  Commission  on  General  Conference  to 
provide  the  delegates  materials  in  their  own  language  "as 
soon  as  possible." 


The  Committee  also  intends  to  send  a  strongly 
worded  statement  to  the  General  Conference  to  assure  the 
situation  does  not  occur  again. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Continuing  membership  in  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.; 

•  Providing  guidelines  for  interreligious 
relationships; 

•  Requiring  annual  conferences  to  assign  new 
responsibilities  of  the  Committee  on  Small 
Membership  Churches; 

•  Requiring  annual  conferences  to  have  a 
commission  on  archives  and  history  or  other 
structure  to  carry  out  the  functions; 

•  Concerning  data  to  be  gathered  about  small 
membership  churches  and  acknowledging  their 
presence  in  suburban  as  well  as  rural  and  urban 
settings; 

•  Saying  laity  on  the  Conference  Committee  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  shall 
be  full  members  of  local  churches; 

•  Requiring  annual  conferences  to  have  a 
Comnnission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  or  other  structure  to  maintain  the 
connections; 

•  Requiring  annual  conferences  to  have  a 
Commission  on  Communications  or  other 
structure  to  maintain  the  connections; 

•  Requiring  annual  conferences  to  have  a 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  or  other 
structvire  to  maintain  the  coruiections; 

•  Requiring  annual  conferences  and  central 
conferences  to  have  a  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  or  other  structure  to  maintain 
the  connections; 

•  Requiring  annual  conferences  to  have  a 
Commission  on  the  Small  Membership  Church  or 
other  structure  to  maintain  the  connections; 

•  Requiring  the  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  to  include  four  young  people  in  its 
membership,  two  between  18  and  30  years  old  and 
two  between  12  and  17  years  old; 

•  Making  the  conference  ecumenical  officer  an  ex 
officio  member  of  the  conference  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns; 

•  Advocating  for  appropriate  funding  and 
disbursement  of  funds  supporting  major 
ecumenical  and  interrehgious  groups; 
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•  Removing  redundant  language  concerning  the 
term  of  the  ecumenical  officer  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops; 

•  Adding  language  concerning  financial  support  for 
ecumenical  organizations; 

•  Clarifying  the  purpose  of  the  Minority  Group 
Self-Determination  Fund  and  guidelines  for  its 
distribution; 

•  Giving  the  annual  conference  commission  on 
religion  and  race  vote  in  the  Annual  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  or  other  decision-making 
structure. 

-  Andy  Ellis  and  Kathy  Noble 

Local  Church— (5/5/00  12:30  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Requiring  sequential  numbering  of  all  local  church 
computer  records; 


•  Adding  "by  trial  court"  to  ways  of  removing  a 
member  from  the  rolls; 

•  Utilizing  the  United  Methodist  Men  "Moving 
UMs"  program  to  assist  members  in  finding 
another  church. 


The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  To  requiring  membership  renewal  for  all  members 
yearly. 

•  To  adding  a  service  of  dedication  to  be  used  wheni  i 
there  is  a  desire  to  reserve  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  i 
until  the  child  can  make  personal  commitment  to;  i 
Christ. 


-  Tom  Slack/Charlene  Bailey 


Benefits  of  an  Offering  Envelope  System 


An  Offering  Envelope  System  can  be  the  center  of  your  church's  financial  stability. 
jtx  With  the  right  type  of  offering  envelope,  your  congregation  will  find  it  easier  tosupf)ort 
the  work  of  the  church.  Cokesbury's  Offering  Envelope  Systems  can  provide  your  stewardship 
program  with  these  benefits:  , 


1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 


Stimulate  giving.  ^y 

Make  record-keeping  easier — envelopes  are  numbered  and  dated. 

Teach  children  and  youth  stewardship  habits. 


Promote  a  sense  of  bejflpging  among 

,  iiaii 

your  members.  lllli  j 

mil  - 

Call  Cokesburytiiday  for  more 
information:  1  -800-237-75 1 1 


I 


♦      CAL 


OCokesbury 


VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORl 
RDER  TOLL  FREE:  f-800.672- 1789 

R  \  lA  THE  Internet,  visit  oim  wEBSiffi:; 
wwwxolcesbury.com 


FH-o  »i))ta  «i  ctumgt  wAfmii  nMiM.  ftHn'i^  tiui  LnJIiru 
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2000  General  Conference  Nominations 
to  University  Senate 


Chief  Executive  Officer 
of  United  Methodist-related  Educational  Institutions 

Wanda  Bigham 


President,  Huntingdon  College  in  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  received  a  B.  A.  in  music  education  and  higher 
education  from  Morehead  State  University,  a  doctorate  in 
higher  education  from  the  University  of  Kentucky,  a 
certificate  from  Harvard  University's  Institute  for 
Educational  Management,  and  is  a  Fellow  in  Academic 
Administration  of  the  American  Council  on  Education. 
She  serves  on  the  University  Senate  and  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges.  Listed  in  Community 
Leaders  of  America  and  in  four  different  Who's  Who 
volumes.  Dr.  Bigham  received  the  Distinguished  Alumni 
Award  from  Murray  State  University  and  was  named  to 
the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  from  Morehead  State  University 
in  1988. 

Thomas  W.  Cole,  Jr. 

No  biographical  sketch  submitted. 

Mark  Collier 

No  biographical  sketch  submitted. 

James  Evans  Douthat 

President,  Lycoming  College,  1989-present.  Ed.D, 
M.  Div.,  Duke  University;  B.A.,  The  College  of  William 
and  Mary.  Selected  Current  Appointments:  Chair  and 
Director,  Pennsylvania  Humanities  Council;  Director, 
]  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Colleges  and  Universities; 
Director,  Pennsylvania  Education  Telecommunication 
Exchange  Network;  Director,  VWIA  (public 
radio/television);  Director,  Williamsport  Chamber  of 
Conunerce;  Director,  Susquehanna  Regional  Healthcare 
Alliance;  Director,  Susquehanna  Physicians  Services,  Inc.; 
Director,  Council  of  Independent  Colleges  and 
Universities  of  Pennsylvania;  Director,  Keystone 
Financial  Bank,  N.A.  Selected  Other  Activities:  Executive 
Committee,  National  Association  of  Schools,  Colleges  and 
Universities  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  1991-95; 
Graduate,  Institute  for  Educational  Management, 
Harvard  University,  1984. 

Kevin  LaGree  ♦ 

President    of    Simpson    College,    Indianola,    lA. 

Previously,  he  was  dean  and  professor  of  divinity  at  the 

Candler   School    of   Theology,    Emory   University.    An 

ordained   elder   and   a    member  of   the   Iowa    Annual 

!  Conference  and  the  University  Senate,  he  has  served 

'  appointments  in  the  Kansas  East  and  North  Georgia 

Annual  Conferences.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of 

I  Kansas,  Harvard  Law  School  and  Saint  Paul  School  of 


Theology,  he  writes  and  teaches  about  leadership, 
focusing  on  church  leadership  as  a  practice  of  faith  for 
both  laity  and  clergy. 

David  Maldonado,  Jr. 

President  of  Iliff  School  of  Theology  as  of  June  1, 
2000.  Specializing  in  the  study  of  aging  and  Hispanic 
studies,  he  is  currently  Professor  of  Church  and  Society  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  He  has  served  as  Perkin's 
Dean  for  Academic  Affairs.  He  is  the  author  of  two  books 
and  numerous  articles,  and  has  served  in  the  University 
Senate.  He  chaired  the  Hispanic  Summer  Program 
Governing  Board  until  1999.  He  holds  degrees  from  the 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  and  University  of  Texas  at  El  Paso,  and  has 
received  several  awards. 

Trudie  Kibbe  (Preciphs)  Reed 

President  of  Philander  Smith  College  where  she 
developed  the  nation's  first  academic  minor  in  Black 
Family  Studies.  Her  B.A.  and  M.S.S.W.  degrees  are  from 
the  Uruversity  of  Texas  at  Austin,  and  her  M.A.  and 
Doctorate  Degrees  from  Columbia  University.  She  is  a 
professor  of  Education  and  the  founder  of  an 
international  leadership  journal.  She  served  as  General 
Secretary  /iat  at  GCSRW  and  Associate  General  Secretary 
for  GCOM,  where  she  coordinated  denominational 
initiatives  for  older  adults,  prison  and  deaf  ministries. 
She  was  voted  one  of  the  100  most  successful  women  in 
Arkansas. 


Other  Positions  Relevant 

to  Academic  or  Financial  Affairs 

or  Church  Relationships 

Willa  Bing-Harris 

Education:  B.A.,  Bennett  College,  Greensboro,  NC; 
M.Ed.,  Bloomsburg  University,  Bloomsburg,  GA;  Ed.D., 
University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  IL.  Current  Professional 
Employment:  Professor  and  Coordinator  for  Special 
Education,  Department  Curriculum  and  Instruction, 
Alabama  State  University,  Montgomery,  AL.  Past 
Professional  Employment:  Faculty:  Albany  State  College, 
Albany,  GA;  South  Carolina  State  University, 
Orangeburg,  SC;  Barber-Scotia  College,  Concord,  NC. 
United  Methodist  Church  Activities:  Member,  University 
Senate,  1996-Present;  Administrative  Council,  Sunday 
School  Teacher,  Metropolitan  UMC,  Montgomery,  AL; 
Lay  Member  to  Annual  Conference.  Professional 
Affiliations:  Past  President,  Division  on  Mental 
Retardation  and  Developmental  Disabilities;  Alabama 
Federation  Council  for  Exceptional  Children,  Past 
President,  Division  of  Teacher  Education. 
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Bruce  Birch 

Bruce  C.  Birch,  Dean  and  Professor  of  Old  Testament 
at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C.,  was 
educated  at  Southwestern  College  (BA),  Southern 
Methodist  University  (BD),  and  Yale  University  (PhD). 
He  has  taught  at  Yale  University,  Iowa  Wesleyan  College 
and  Erskine  College.  An  ordained  Elder  in  the 
Baltimore-Washington  Conference,  he  has  served  as  a 
delegate  to  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  and 
on  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  The  author 
of  fourteen  books  and  numerous  articles.  Dean  Birch 
teaches  and  consults  widely  in  the  church  and  is  co-editor 
of  the  forthcoming  curriculum  Steward:  Living  as  Disciples 
in  Even/day  Life. 

Charlene  R.  Black 

Educated  at  Vanderbilt  University,  has  fifteen  years 
experience  as  Associate  Vice-President  for  Academic 
Affairs  and  Dean  at  Georgia  Southern  University, 
Statesboro,  Georgia,  where  she  chairs  the  Curriculum 
Council.  A  lifelong  United  Methodist,  Dr.  Black  served 
eight  years  on  the  United  Methodist  Conrunission  on 
Higher  Education,  was  President  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  Board,  and  Conference  President  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  She  currently  serves  as  Conference 
Lay  Leader,  leader  of  the  South  Georgia  delegation  to 
General  Conference,  co-chairs  the  Conference  Leadership 
Forum  with  the  bishop,  and  is  a  trainer  for  Partners  in 
Ministry. 

Ted  Brown 

Native  of  Kerrible,  New  Jersey,  is  a  lifelong  United 
Methodist  and  currently  serves  as  President  of  Martin 
Methodist  College  in  Pulaski,  Tennessee.  His  academic 
degrees  include:  B.A.,  West  Virginia  Wesleyan;  M.  Div., 
and  Ph.D.,  Vanderbilt  University,  with  postdoctoral 
studies  at  Harvard.  Dr.  Brown  is  a  EMrector  of  the  National 
Association  of  Schools,  Colleges,  and  Universities  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  holds  membership  in  the 
American  Association  for  Higher  Education  and  the 
National  Association  of  Independent  Colleges  and 
Universities.  He  and  his  wife,  Cheryl,  with  their  sons 
Teddy  and  Tyler,  are  active  members  of  Pulaski  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Maxie  D.  Dunnam 

President  of  Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  He  holds 
the  following  academic  degrees:  B.S.D.,  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi;  M.  Th.,  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University;  B.D.  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary.  He  has  served  churches  in  Mississippi, 
Georgia,  California,  and  Tennessee.  He  was  one  of  the 
presidents  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  and  Chair  of 
World  Evangelism.  The  author  of  31  books,  he  is  former 
world  editor  of  The  Upper  Room. 


Sheila  Flemming 

No  biographical  sketch  submitted. 

Willie  Jones 

Dean  of  Students,  Compton  College,  Comptoi 
California,  Dr.  Jones  is  active  in  his  local  church,  distrii 
and  annual  conference.  His  service  includes:  President 
the  Long  Beach  District  Union,  Conference  Board  of  Laity, 
Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education;  President,  Board 
Directors  of  The  Salvation  Army;  South  Coast  Ecumenical 
Council  (Long  Beach);  President,  Affirmative  Action 
Commission,  Compton,  California;  Los  Angeles  County 
Planning  Comnuttee;  President,  Paul  Robeson  Players 
Cultural  Commission.  His  comnutment,  knowledge,  and 
experience  make  him  an  excellent  candidate.  He  is  a  lay 
delegate  to  the  2000  General  Conference. 

Yong  S.  Lee 

A  lay  delegate  to  General  Conference  from  the  lowi 
Annual  Conference.  From  1988  to  1996,  he  served  on  th( 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  an 
from  1996  to  2000,  on  the  Connectional  Process  Team.  Dr. 
Lee  is  a  Professor  of  Political  Science  and  Public 
Administration  at  Iowa  State  University.  He  is  the 
recipient  of  several  awards  and  grants  from  the  United 
States  Science  Foundation  and  the  Japan  Society  for  the 
Promotion  of  Science. 

Robin  Lovin 

Robin  W.  Lovin  is  Dean  and  Professor  of  Ethics  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  of     Southern  Methodist 
University.  From  1991-94,  he  was  Dean  at  the  Theological  i 
School  of  Drew  University.  His  teaching  career  includes  ^ 
service  as  an  instructor  at  Candler  School  of  Theology  of 
Emory  University  and  faculty  member  at  the  Divinity 
School  of  the  University  of  Chicago.    A  member  of  the 
North  Texas  Conference,  he  has  written  extensively  oni 
religion  and  law  and  comparative  religious  ethics.  He  was  f 
President  of  the  Society  of  ChrisHan  Ethics  for  1999-2000  ] 
and  serves  as  Vice-President  of  the  Association  of  United  i 
Methodist  Theological  Schools. 


I 


Marjorie  Suchocki 


I 


School  of  Theology  at  Claremont.  No  biographical^ 
sketch  submitted. 


Leslie  Wessman 


Sonneveldt  Professor  of  Education  at  Hope  College 
in  Holland,  Michigan  where  she  has  taught  for  the  past 
ten  years.  She  was  the  chair  of  the  West  Michigan 
Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry  for  12  years,  and  chaired  the  Campus  Ministry 
Committee  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  for  two  quadrennia,  froml989-96.  During  her 
tenure  on  the  General  Board  she  participated  in  several 
writing  task  groups.  She  is  a  member  of  Holland  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 
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Laypersons 

Rodolfo  Belt  ran 

Attorney  Rodolfo  C.  Beltran,  admitted  Philippine 
Bar  1960;  Veteran  Central  Conference  lawyer,  with 
expertise  in  church  cases;  40  years  continuous  practice 
law;  Conference  Lay  Leader,  three-time  delegate  General 
Conference;  Chairperson  and  member  of  various  Boards 
of  Trustees,  UMC  universities,  hospitals,  seminary  and 
schools;  22  years  legal  counsel  annual  conference;  40  years 
delegate  Phihppine  Central  Conference;  chairperson 
Philippine  Central  Conference  Committee  Episcopacy 
and  Board  of  Trustees  1996-2000;  past  member  GCOM 
1988-1994;  assigned  to  four  years  study  homosexuality; 
present  member  Commission  on  General  Conference 
1996-2004;  master  mason.  Farmer,  tennis  player.  If 
elected,  most  willing  to  serve  the  general  church. 
Philippine  Central  Conference. 

Lonnie  D.  Brooks 

Mr.  Brooks  retired  after  thirty-two  years  of  lay 
ministry  as  a  geophysicist  working  in  Alaska,  Canada, 
Greenland  and  arctic  Russia.  He  has  experience  in 
industry,  management,  resources,  resolving  conflicts, 
negotiating  contract  terms,  and  dealing  with  complex 
technical  issues.  A  lifelong  United  Methodist,  he  has 
spent  more  than  thirty  years  interpreting  The  Book  of 
Discipline  and  has  been  involved  in  general  church 
judicial  processes  for  five  years,  submitting  briefs  and 
presenting  oral  arguments.  He  hold  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
electrical  engineering  from  Georgia  Tech.  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference,  Western  Jurisdiction. 

Evelynn  "Lynn"  Caterson 

Lifelong  United  Methodist,  Ms.  Caterson's  lay  ministry 

has  included:  Judicial  Council  member  for  two  quadrennia 

certified  lay  speaker-over  20  years;  Council  on  Ministries 

Chair,  15  years;  Program  for  Children  in  Violent  Homes 

Coordinator;  singing  and  directing  choirs;  lay  member. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  conference  COSROW  Chair  for 

two  quadrennia.  As  an  attorney,  she  has  served  as  county 

assistant  prosecutor,  municipal  court  judge  and  city  council 

member  and  president.  Currently,  has  her  own  law  firm 

['Specializing  in  labor  and  employment  law,  areas  which  have 

'  been  a  part  of  many  recent  Judicial  Council  decisions. 

rtheastem  Jurisdiction. 

]ames  Lamark  Cox,  Sr. 

James  Lamark  Cox,  Sr.  is  the  Lay  Leader  of  the 
Liberia  Annual  Conference  and  Associate  Lay  Leader  of 

'the  Africa  Central  Conference.  He  is  a  senator  from 
Maryland  County  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia  and  the 

I  minority  leader  of  the  Liberian  Senate.  He  has  served  as 
County  Superintendent,  Deputy  Director  General,  Labor 
Affairs,  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor,  Department  of 


Commerce  and  Industry  of  the  Liberian  government.  He 
holds  degrees  in  economics  from  Howard  University  and 
New  York  University.  He  is  married  to  a  United 
Methodist  clergyperson.  Liberia  Conference,  Central 
Conference. 

Mary  A.  Daffin 

Mary  A.  Daffin,  attorney,  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Barrett,  Burke,  Wilson,  Castle,  Daffin  &  Frappier,  L.L.P., 
Houston,  Texas.  She  served  as  Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  in 
the  Southern  District  of  Texas  from  1978-1982.  She  is 
licensed  to  practice  before:  Texas  Supreme  Court,  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court,  U.S.  District  Courts/Southern,  Northern, 
Western,  Eastern  Districts  of  Texas.  She  also  serves  as 
Adjunct  Professor  of  Law,  Thurgood  Marshall  School  of 
Law,  Texas  Southern  University  and  member  of  the 
Methodist  Hospital  Board.  She  has  served  as  chair  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  Administrative  Board,  and 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee;  sings  in  the  choir  and 
teaches  church  school  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston.  Texas  Conference,  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Paul  Ervin 

An  attorney  and  Executive  Vice-President  of  the 
Foundation  for  Evangelism.  He  has  served  the  church  in 
the  following  ways:  President  of  the  National  Association 
of  Conference  Lay  Leaders,  Conference  Chancellor, 
Delegate  to  General,  Jurisdictional,  and  British  Methodist 
Conferences;  chaired  the  Discipleship  legislative 
committee  at  the  1996  General  Conference.  He  served  on 
the  Vision  2000  National  Advisory  Committee,  the 
Jurisdictional  Episcopacy  Committee,  has  been  a  trustee 
of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  and  a  former  president 
of  the  Judicial  Council.  He  and  his  wife,  Katharine,  have 
four  children.  North  Georgia  Conference,  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction. 

Daniel  F.  Evans,  Jr. 

Dan  Evans,  a  member  of  Meridian  Street  UMC, 
Indianapolis,  has  served  multiple  terms  on  the 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee,  Board  of  Trustees, 
Administrative  Board  and  Long-Range  Planning 
Committee.  He  is  Chairman  of  Methodist  Hospital  of 
Indiana.  Dan  serves  as  Chancellor  of  the  South  Indiana 
Conference  and  Chairperson  of  the  Large  Gift  Fund 
Raising  Campaign  to  build  two  dormitories  at  Africa 
University.  He  has  advised  the  Indiana  Area  Bishop  on 
numerous  church  trial  proceedings.  Dan  is  a  partner  in 
the  Indianapolis  office  of  Baker  &  Daniels  with  a  primary 
practice  in  general  corporate,  not-for-profit  organizations 
and  administrative  law.  South  Indiana  Conference,  North 
Central  Jurisdiction. 
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Oscar  R.  Ferrer 

Oscar  R.  Ferrer  is  a  member  of  the  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Manila,  Philippines.  Elected  as  a  lay 
delegate  to  the  2000  General  Conference  and  the 
Philippines  Central  Conference,  Mr.  Ferrer  has  served  the 
church  in  a  variety  of  capacities.  He  chaired  his  local 
church  council,  has  been  the  president  of  United 
Methodist  Men  in  his  local  church,  his  district,  and  the 
annual  conference.  A  son  of  a  bishop,  he  holds  degrees  in 
journalism  and  law.  He  practices  law  in  Manila  and  is  also 
a  columnist  for  a  church  newspaper.  Philippines  Central 
Conference. 

Theophelons  Gambe 

Attorney  and  senior  partner  in  Gambe  and 
Chinyenze  Associates  Law  Firm.  Conference  Chancellor 
for  the  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference.  Chairperson  of  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  Law  Society  of  Zimbabwe.  In 
this  capacity,  his  committee  is  the  watchdog  for 
maintenance  of  high  training  standards  for  lawyers.  He  is 
also  a  committee  member  of  the  Ethics  Committee  of  the 
Law  Society  of  Zimbabwe.  A  member  of  the  Chisipiti 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Harare,  Theophelous  Gambe 
volunteers  a  lot  of  his  time  to  train  local  churches  in 
reference  to  The  Book  of  Discipline.  Zimbabwe  Annual 
Conference,  Central  Conference. 

Sally  Geis 

Sally  B.  Geis,  three-time  delegate  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences,  served  on  three  general 
agencies:  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Church  and  Society.  She 
participated  in  consultations  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe  and 
Nairobi,  Kenya  that  led  to  thfe  founding  of  Africa 
University.  She  helped  found  the  Russia  United 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary  and  served  as  executive 
coordinator  of  the  United  Methodist  Theological 
Initiative  in  Russia.  She  authored  and  co-edited  four 
books  written  to  help  Christians  debate,  in  a  spirit  of 
understanding  and  love,  controversial  issues.  Views  of 
evangelical  and  liberal  church  leaders  are  presented. 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference,  Western  Jurisdiction. 

Jon  Gray 

Jon  R.  Gray,  Missouri  West  Conference,  delegate 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences,  1988,  1992,  1996 
and  2000.  Board  of  Trustees  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Graduate,  Grinnell  College,  1973;  University 
of  Missouri  Kansas  City  School  of  Law,  1976;  GBGM 
Crusade  Scholar,  1974-76.  Circuit  Judge,  16"  Judicial 
Circuit  of  Missouri,  Kansas  City,  Missouri  since  1987. 
Director  of  the  Missouri  United  Methodist  Foundation 
1986-1997.  Chair  Missouri  West  Conference  Committee 
on  Episcopacy,  1996-2000;  SCJ  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 
1996-2000.  Elected  first  alternate  lay  member  of  The 
Judicial  Council  in  1996.  Member  Centennial  UMC  and 
Community  of  Hope  UMC,  a  newly  formed  congregation 


in  the  Kansas  City  Area.  Missouri  West  Conference,  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

Edward  H.  Hill 

Edward  H.  Hill,  attorney,  member  of  Polk  Street 
United  Methodist  Church,  Amarillo,  Texas,  and  graduate 
of  Texas  A&M  University  and  University  of  Texas  Law 
School,  has  been  a  lay  alternate  to  the  Judicial  Council  the 
past  two  quadrennia.  First  elected  lay  delegate  to  General 
Conference,  he  has  been  a  World  Methodist  Conference 
delegate.  His  local  church  service  includes  serving  as  a 
trustee,  chair  of  the  administrative  board  and  staff-parish 
relations  committee,  and  teaching  Bible  study.  He  was 
conference  lay  leader  for  eight  years,  a  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  director,  and  a  trustee  of  McMurry 
University  and  of  Texas  Methodist  Foundation. 
Northwest  Texas  Conference,  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

James  Holsinger 

A  physician  who  now  serves  as  Chancellor  of 
Chandler  Medical  Center,  University  of  Kentucky  and 
Commonwealth  Professor  of  Health  Sciences,  University 
of  Kentucky.  He  was  the  Undersecretary  for  Health,  U.S. 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs,  1990-93,  and  a  member 
of  numerous  medical  associations.  He  has  served  local 
churches  in  various  capacities  in  seven  states.  He  has  been 
a  lay  member  of  Annual  Conference  in  FL,  NE,  GA,  VA, 
KY,  and  the  VA  Conference  Lay  Leader.  Other  service 
includes  Treasurer  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
Executive  Committee,  the  Episcopacy  Committees  of  VA, 
KY,  the  SE  Jurisdiction;  Chair,  Interjurisdictional 
Episcopacy  Committee  and  General  Conference  delegate 
four  times.  Kentucky  Conference,  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction. 


Daniel  A.  Ivey-Soto 


II 


A  member  of  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  Mr.  Ivey-Soto  is  active  at  the 
general  church  level  since  elected  reserve  delegate  to  the 
1984  General  Conference  at  age  16,  the  trial  attorney  's 
background  is  in  appeals.  He  is  an  adjunct  professor  in 
Law  and  Business  at  New  Mexico  Highlands  University, 
and  a  former  high  school  Spanish  and  history  teacher.  He 
holds  J.  D.,  M.B.A,  and  M.  A.  degrees.  He  is  endorsed  by 
the  Hispanic  Caucus  at  General  Conference  and  the  New 
Mexico  Conference  Delegation.  New  Mexico  Conference, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 


Steven  T.  Lett 


I 


An  attorney  who  has  been  elected  lay  delegate  to  tl 
North  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  since  1992  and 
was  a  1996  General  Conference  delegate.  A  lifelong 
United  Methodist  serving  in  leadership  of  his  loc^ 
congregation,  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  Mr 
has  served  as  District  Lay  Leader.  West  Michigi 
Conference,  North  Central  Jurisdiction. 
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hAarc  D.  Loud 

A  partner  in  Loud  &  Loud,  a  Washington,  D.C. 
itigation  firm.  He  attends  Emory  UMC  and  serves  on  the 
^PRC,  Administrative  Council,  Men's  Bible  Study  and 
>utreach  Ministries.  Chairman  of  the  United  Methodist 
^iwyers  Guild /Washington  since  1997,  and 
^o-Chairman  of  the  BWC/UMC  Non-Violence  Coalition, 
Aarc  is  a  founder  of  the  "Justice  Harry  Blackmun 
•ummer  Law  College  for  Teens"  program.  Prior  to 
•rivate  practice.  Marc  served  as  Deputy  Chief  of 
itaff/ Deputy  Legal  Counsel  to  former  D.C.  Mayor, 
'haron  Kelly.  He  also  served  as  law  clerk  to  the  Honorable 
'aul  R.  Webber  III.  Baltimore-Washington  Conference, 
Jortheastem  Jurisdiction. 

Ann  Alberty  Saunkeah 

The  Executive  Director  of  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan  and  a  member  of  Tulsa  Indian 
Jiuted  Methodist  Church,  Ms.  Saunkeah  was  previously 
mployed  by  Tulsa  Public  Schools.  She  holds  a  bachelor's 
hd  a  master's  degree  in  elementary  education 
nirriculum  and  instruction  development).  She  has 
ferved  in  the  following  capacities:  Secretary  for  the  South 
fentral  Jurisdiction  Episcopacy  Committee,  the  General 
oard  of  Discipleship,  1992-2000,  The  Tulsa  Indian 
lealth  Center  Board  of  Directors,  and  Secretary  for  the 
.halaya  AIDS  Advocacy  and  Support  Board  of  Directors, 
'klahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference,  South  Central 
prisdiction. 

William  L.  (Ted)  Todd,  Jr. 

'  Retired  Associate  Justice,  Fourth  District  Court  of 
vppeal,  San  Diego  County,  he  helped  develop  the  Three 
arty  Settlement  Conference  System  used  while  on  the 
uperior  Court.  A  founding  partner  of  his  law  firm,  his 
irvice  includes:  Supervising  Judge,  Appellate 
•epartment.  Supervising  Judge  of  the  Juvenile  Court, 
residing  Judge,  Appellate  Department  and  Judge  of 
amily  Law,  Criminal  and  Civil  Divisions,  Special 
ppellate  Settlement  Conference  Judge  while  on  the 
curt  of  Appeal.  Mr.  Todd  retired  as  Adjunct  Professor  of 
aw  at  California  Western  School  of  Law,  San  Diego,  and 
le  National  Institute  of  Trial  Advocacy. 
alifomia-Pacific  Conference,  Western  Jurisdiction. 

William  White 

Bill  White  and  his  family  are  members  of  First  UMC, 
ladison,  WI,  where  he  is  Stewardship  Chair.  Bill  has 
2en  Wisconsin  Conference  Chancellor  since  1992.  He  has 
sen  a  member  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
dmirustration  since  1991  and  chaired  its  Legal 
esponsibilities  Committee.  He  is  counsel  to  the  North 
entral  Jurisdictional  Committee  on  Appeals  and  a  1996 
nd  2000  Jurisdictional  Conference  E)elegate.  Bill  is  a 
n\ioT  partner  in  a  250  attorney  law  firm.  A  son  and 
randson  of  United  Methodist  pastors,  he  became  active 
rter  taking,  then  teaching,  the  Disciple  Bible  Study 


course.       Wisconsin      Conference,      North      Central 
Jurisdiction. 

W.  Clark  Williams,  Jr. 

W.  Clark  Williams,  Jr.  serves  as  Chancellor  for  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference.  A  recent  Chair  of  the 
Church  Council  and  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee  in 
his  local  church,  he  has  taught  Senior  High  Church  School 
class  for  18  years,  has  taken  the  Disciple  Bible  Study  class 
at  all  three  courses,  and  has  taught  the  Disciple  Bible  class 
for  Senior  Highs.  He  has  also  served  as  District  Lay 
Leader  and  lay  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordained 
Ministry  for  the  Richmond,  Virginia  District.  Associate 
Dean  of  a  School  of  Law  and  Professor  of  Law  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  Virginia  Conference,  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction. 

Clergypersons 

Keith  D.  Boyette 

A  native  Virginian  and  lifelong  United  Methodist, 
Keith  D.  Boyette  is  an  ordained  elder  in  the  Virginia 
Annual  Conference.  He  is  pastor  of  Wilderness 
Community  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.  Licensed  to  practice  law  in  Virginia  since  1978 
and  in  Kentucky  since  1991,  Mr.  Boyette  was  a  trial 
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Sermon  by  Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie, 
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Will  you  pray  with  me?  Holy  God,  may  the  words 
of  my  mouth  and  the  meditations  of  all  our  hearts  to- 
gether be  acceptable  to  you,  our  strength  and  our  re- 
deemer. Amen. 

One  of  the  fondest  memories  of  my  childhood  is 
picking  grapes  with  my  grandmother,  and  my  mother, 
and  my  sister  Cherry.  Every  summer  my  mother  and 
my  grandmother — Mamaw,  we  called  her — my  mater- 
nal grandmother-  they  made  dozens  and  dozens  of 
jars  of  grape  jelly  and  many  bottles  of  Methodist  wine. 
Now  my  maternal  grandmother  was  not  a  Methodist. 
Far  from  it — in  ways  which  I  will  not  elaborate.  How- 
ever, she  did  make  Methodist  wine — which  is  to  say, 
she  made  grape  juice  and  lots  of  it. 

During  the  years  of  my  childhood  there  was  an 
abundance  of  grapes,  mustang  grapes,  in  deep  South 
Texas.  Now  let  me  tell  you  that  deep  South  Texas  is  a 
semi-arid  land  with  lots  of  what  we  call  brush  country. 
That  means  that  it's  land  that's  better  habitation  for  cat- 
tle and  goats  than  it  is  for  people.  Mustang  grapes 
ripen  in  mid-July.  In  July  in  South  Texas  the  sun  is  on 
fire  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  humidity  is 
ninety  percent.  And  underneath  those  grapevines  the 
air  is  as  still  as  a  new  born  baby's  breath  when  she  is 
sound  asleep.  That's  when  it's  time  to  pick  grapes. 

My  sister  Cherry  and  I  were  in  elementary  school. 
The  last  adjective  anyone  would  ever  use  to  describe  ei- 
ther one  of  us,  or  especially  both  of  us  together,  would 
be  the  adjective  still.  On  these  great,  great  grape-pick- 
ing expeditions,  we  never  stopped  moving.  We  flut- 
tered and  fused  like  the  mocking  birds  over  our  heads. 
We  explored  the  black  brush.  We  investigated  currant 
bushes.  We  looked  to  see  if  there  were  any  yucca  plants 
sending  up  that  waxy  green  staff  that  produced  the 
sweet  blossoms  that  the  honey  bees  loved  so  much. 
With  the  regularity  of  a  clock  chiming  my  mother 
would  call  out  to  us,  "You  girls  watch  out  for  rattle- 
snakes, you  girls  watch  out  for  rattlesnakes."  After  the 
third  time  we  just  tuned  her  out,  like  so  much  white 
noise.  Since  you've  been  here  in  Cleveland,  have  you 
offered  someone  any  advice —  I  mean  really  good  ad- 
vice (and  what  else  would  you  give?),  and  somehow 
your  words  just  seem  to  evaporate  into  thin  air  before  it 
ever  got  to  the  other  person's  ear?  If  so,  you'll  know 
what  my  mother  endured. 

After  walking  a  mile  or  two  through  the  pastures, 
my  mother  and  my  grandmother  would  choose  an  area 
thick  with  grapevines  and  begin  filling  their  buckets. 
Now,  mustang  grapevines  are  rare  beauties.  There  are 


thousands  of  little  branches  and  leaves  all  tangled  to- 
gether. They  sprawl  over  oak  trees  and  mesquite  trees. 
They  find  themselves  spreading  over  palm  trees  or 
fence  posts  or  fence.  They  seem  to  go  every  which  way, 
and  no  way  at  all.  They  actually  are  very  messy — even 
chaotic.  Their  branches  keep  reaching  up  and  up  and 
up  out  to  the  sun,  and  they  make  this  great  canopy 
that's  a  home  for  all  kinds  of  creatures,  squirrels  and 
blackbirds,  red  birds  and  Mexican  orioles.  The  central 
vines  are  these  big  woody  stems,  tough.  They  dangle  to 
the  earth  and  they  are  the  ones  that  provide  really  good 
ground  cover  for  the  big  animals,  like  deer  and 
javelina,  and  wild  turkey.  The  roots  go  deep  deep  into 
the  earth  tapping  into  water  sands  below  creeks  that 
often  run  dry. 

Break  off  a  branch  from  the  vine?  Thirty  minutes  of 
Texas  sun,  it  is  limp  and  lifeless,  just  more  dead  wood 
for  the  next  big  rain  to  wash  on  down  the  creek.  Con- 
nected to  the  vine,  the  branches  grow  and  they  blossom 
and  they  scent  the  spring  air  with  this  sweet,  delicate 
fragrance.  And  even  in  the  driest  of  years  they  will  pro- 
duce plump,  tart  grapes. 

I  didn't  know  it  then,  45  years  ago,  but  the  grape- 
vines were  teaching  me,  teaching  me.  As  an  adult, 
they've  become  to  me  a  means  of  grace.  They  teach  me 
about  the  body  of  Christ  and  how  its  many  parts  are 
one  body.  They  teach  me  about  connection  and  its  mar- 
velous blessing  of  fruitfulness.  They  also  teach  me 
about  separation  and  its  inevitable  consequence  of 
death.  The  grapevines  have  helped  me  to  remember 
the  incredible  uniqueness  of  each  of  God's  creatures,  in 
all  their  differences,  and  how  there's  a  place  for  them  in 
God's  creation.  And  in  a  manner  quite  mysterious,  the 
grapevines  continue  to  teach  me  something  about 
God's  delight  and  joy.  They  teach  me  to  understand 
something  about  what  Jesus  was  saying  to  his  disciples 
long  ago,  and  what  Jesus  is  saying  to  his  disciples  to- 
day. 

"I  am  the  vine,  you  are  the  branches.  Abide  in  me 
as  1  abide  in  you.  Those  who  abide  in  me  bear  much 
fruit.  Apart  from  me,  you  can  do  nothing.  Abide  in  my 
love.  I've  said  these  things  to  you,"  says  Jesus,  "so  that 
my  joy  may  be  in  you  and  your  joy  may  be  complete." 
Do  you  see  abiding  in  Christ?  It's  alive  and  whole  and 
fruitful  and  joyful.  Severed  from  Christ?  Dead  wood, 
fragmented,  barren,  dour.  The  invitation  to  abide, 
what  does  it  mean? 

Remember  the  grapevines.  Remember  the  grape- 
vines. They  don't  grasp  after  the  vine.  They  don't  earn 
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the  vine.  They  grow  out  of  the  vine.  They  receive  the 
hfe  that's  flowing  into  them,  they  give  life  through  the 
fruit  that  they  produce.  And  Jesus  says  that  fruit  is 
love,  love  of  God  and  love  of  neighbor.  The  disciples 
produce  what  they  receive — the  fruits  of  love.  To  say  it 
again,  what  we  do  is  an  extension  of  who  we  are. 

Dear  friends,  in  ways  that  I  don't  remember  expe- 
riencing previously,  these  weeks  leading  to  General 
Conference  2000  seem  to  have  been  characterized  by  a 
climate  of  fear.  Fear.  And  some  pretty  ugly  talk.  Seeds 
of  suspicion  and  hostility  have  been  planted.  Distrust 
and  even  cynicism  are  even  growing  like  weeds.  They 
sap  our  energy,  they  drain  our  vitality. 

Over  and  over  again,  worried  United  Methodists 
have  asked  me,  "Bishop,  will  The  United  Methodist 
Church  hold  together?  Can  the  connection  be  pre- 
served? What  will  keep  us  united?"  Does  any  of  that 
sound  familiar  to  you?  Sometimes  it  feels  to  me  like 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  just  hanging  on  for 
dear  life. 

Friends,  we  can't  step  out  in  mission  while  we're 
hanging  on  for  dear  life.  Clergy  and  laity  can't  be  part- 
ners with  one  another  to  transform  the  world  on  behalf 
of  children  and  the  poor  while  we're  focussing  on  our- 
selves. We  don't  have  the  time  or  the  energy.  We  don't 
have  the  time  or  the  energy  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  while  we're  spending  our  time  and  energy  sec- 
ond-guessing the  motives  of  everyone  from  the  person 
in  the  pew  next  to  us  to  the  persons  in  the  chairs  rn  the 
legislative  committees  to  the  bishops  of  the  church. 
And  for  those  of  us  with  white  skin,  we  can't  eliminate 
racism  while  we're  hanging  on  to  white  privilege. 
While  we  are  just  hanging  on,  we  are  just  surviving, 
and  we're  not  the  people  that  God  called  us  to  be. 
We've  done  far  too  much  of  that  in  the  past.  We've 
tried  to  love  God  and  love  our  neighbor  and  still  hang 
on  to  fear. 

In  his  first  letter,  John  writes,  "Perfect  love  casts 
out  fear."  And  in  this  gospel  lesson,  Jesus  is  very  clear, 
"Love  one  another  as  1  have  loved  you."  John  Wesley 
echoes  that  in  his  sermon  "On  Schism."  He  writes  these 
words,  "Schism  is  a  failure  of  love."  Of  love.  So,  will 
The  United  Methodist  Church  disconnect  again?  1  live 
in  the  faith  that  love  will  triumph  over  fear. 

God  wants  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  be  one 
body,  one  body.  There  are  two  realities  that  unite  us, 
two  realities:  Jesus  Christ  and  the  mission  of  the 
Church.  Jesus  Christ.  The  vine.  That's  who  we  are — it's 
our  being.  Disciples.  The  branches.  Producing  fruit  for 
the  transformation  of  the  world.  That's  what  we 
do — it's  our  mission. 

Now,  did  you  notice  in  Jesus'  metaphor  that 
branches  don't  go  around  pruning  other  branches  off 
the  vine?  It  doesn't  happen  in  nature.  It  doesn't  happen 
in  domestic  production.  Not  ever.  Branches  that  cut  off 


other  branches — it's  simply  unimaginable.  But  this 
church,  our  beloved  church,  has  cut  off  branches  from 
the  vine.  Last  night,  we  remembered  and  last  night  we 
repented. 

What  incredible  arrogance  for  one  part  of  the  body 
of  Christ  to  consider  pruning  another  part  of  the  body 
of  Christ.  Pray  we  don't  do  it  again  for  any  reason.  In 
fact,  for  one  part  of  the  body  of  Christ  to  hurt  or  dimin- 
ish another  part  of  the  body  of  Christ — it  is  to  wound 
Christ's  own  self.  You  see,  our  very  being  is  in  Christ. 
Our  connection  is  in  Christ.  In  all  our  differences,  in  all 
our  similarities,  our  calling  is  to  be  at  home  with  one 
another.  We  let  the  vinegrower  do  the  pruning.  It's  re- 
ally quite  ordinary — and  a  little  extraordinary,  too. 

The  word  that  the  Revised  Standard  Version  uses 
to  describe  this  relationship  of  the  branches  and  the 
vine  is  the  word  remain.  Remain.  Some  of  you  may 
know  that  word  as  the  way  you  learned  this  text.  "Re- 
main in  me  as  I  remain  in  you."  Now,  remember  that 
grapevine.  Remember  the  grapevine.  Those  branches 
have  remained  on  the  vine  for  a  long,  long  time. 
They've  survived  drought  and  storms.  They've  en- 
dured cold  northers  and  fiery  summer  sun.  Persever- 
ance is  a  part  of  their  being.  Resiliency  is  their  nature. 
Their  roots  run  deep.  So  friends,  take  a  deep  breath  and 
exhale.  Relax.  Be  at  peace.  God  loves  the  vine  and  all 
the  branches.  God  loves  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  all  its  people.  And  who  among  us  here  and  around 
the  world  does  not  long  to  remain  in  Christ  and  to  be 
nourished  by  Christ's  love  in  the  deepest  parts  of  our 
soul? 

I  know  it's  Friday  morning,  and  I  know  many  of 
you  are  tired  already.  And  I  know  that  General  Confer- 
ence is  about  the  last  place  we  usually  think  of  remain- 
ing. We  find  ourselves  scurrying  to  this  meeting  and 
that,  and  pushing  paper  here  and  pulling  out  notes 
there,  finding  ourselves  coming  and  meeting  ourselves 
going.  Listening  to  United  Methodists  who  interpret 
Scripture  differently  than  we  do.  Rubbing  shoulders 
with  United  Methodists  whose  actions  offend  us. 
Getting  frustrated  with  United  Methodists  who  want 
to  change  something  that  we  want  to  change  or  that 
don't  want  to  change  something  that  we  want.  It  feels 
messy,  even  chaotic,  like  one  of  those  big  old  mustang 
grapevines  which  seem  to  go  every-which-a-way  and 
no  way  at  all.  For  some  of  us  it's  pretty  tempting  to  cut 
ourselves  off,  prune  ourselves,  stop  listening,  quit 
sharing,  and  to  get  really  frustrated  with  others  of  us. 
It's  easy  to  become  weary,  not  only  in  body,  but  also  in 
spirit. 

So  if  that  fits  you  a  bit,  maybe  you  might,  for  a  few 
minutes,  just  right  now,  accept  this  invitation  from  Je- 
sus to  remain.  Remain.  Remain  in  God  and  keep  on  lis- 
tening to  God  and  to  your  neighbor.  Remain  in  Christ 
and  keep  on  reaching  out  in  love  to  your  neighbor  and 
the   world.    Remain    in    Christ   and    continue   holy 
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conferencing,  not  only  in  General  Conference,  but  be- 
yond. Ask  God  to  show  us  a  better  way.  A  dear  friend 
once  said  to  me,  "Just  hang  on  to  Jesus."  It  was  good 
counsel.  It's  also  true  that  if  we  loosen  our  grip  just  a  bit 
and  simply  remain  in  Christ,  we  might  discover  that  Je- 
sus has  been  holding  us  up  all  along.  And,  in  fact,  if  we 
actually  let  go,  Christ's  love  will  carry  us  through. 

The  past  tense  of  abide  is  the  word  abode.  Abode. 
It's  a  dwelling  place.  A  home.  A  resting  place.  So  Jesus' 
invitation  is  for  us,  all  of  us,  to  make  our  home  in  him. 
To  live  every  day  as  the  branches  live  on  the  vine.  Now 
let  me  ask  you,  how  do  you  know  where  the  branches 
stop  and  the  vine  begins?  Where  the  vine  ends  and  the 
branches  start?  Now  it's  easy  to  identify  the  newest 
branches.  The  ones,  they're  the  most  vulnerable,  the 
most  tender,  the  new  branches.  Its  easy  to  identify  the 
core  vine.  It's  the  place  where  the  roots  go  deep,  deep 
into  the  earth.  But  there  are  other  parts  of  a  grape  vine, 
where  the  branch  has  been  connected  to  the  vine  for  so 
many  years  and  that  branch  has  produced  more 
branches  and  those  branches  have  produced  more 
branches.  And  it's  hard  to  tell  where  the  vine  begins 
and  the  branch  end.  Do  you  have  a  sense  of  what  I 
mean? 

In  February  of  1998, 1  was  the  guest  of  Bishop  Ar- 
thur Kulah  at  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference.  He  in- 
vited me  to  preach,  but  mostly  I  learned.  And  do  you 
know  already  that  Uke  several  other  African  countries, 
Liberia  has  been  devastated  by  war.  The  annual  confer- 
ence at  which  I  spoke  was  the  first  full  annual  confer- 
ence— all  the  districts  present — in  three  or  four  years. 
Almost  every  United  Methodist  gathered  there  had 
lost  a  family  member  or  a  friend.  They  had  all  suffered 
greatly.  The  theme  of  the  conference  was  forgiveness. 
Forgiveness. 

Most  of  the  sessions  of  the  annual  conference  were 
neither  legislative  nor  business.  We  might  learn.  I 
would  describe  much  of  the  conference  as  (this  is  my 
language)  conversation  on  how  to  live  a  life  that  be- 
comes the  gospel  and  making  disciples.  At  one  point 
there  was  this  long  discussion  on  forgiveness.  What 
does  it  mean?  How  do  you  do  it?  How  long  does  it 
take?  Are  there  any  quaUfications  on  forgiveness?  Var- 
ious people  spoke.  Some  people  spoke  at  length. 

Rev.  John  Russell  stood  up.  (He's  here  by  the  way, 
a  delegate.)  He  quietly  reminded  the  conference  of  the 
death  of  his  seventeen-year-old  son  in  the  war.  I 
learned  later  how  Rev.  Russell  had  been  driving  the 
car.  How  his  son  was  in  the  front  seat.  How  the  soldiers 
had  stopped  them.  How  a  soldier  had  pushed  his  rifle 
in  the  passenger  window  and  shot  Rev.  Russell's  son. 
How  the  child  died  in  his  father's  arms.  Rev.  Russell 
was  very  brief  when  he  spoke  of  the  death.  Then  he 
spoke  of  forgiveness.  How  hard  it  is.  How  long  it  takes. 
What  a  painful  struggle  it  is.  How  only  by  God's  grace 
is  forgiveness  and  new  life  possible.  How  forgiveness 


takes  all  our  human  desire  and  our  behavior  and  our 
beliefs.  And  how  in  the  end  forgiveness  is  a  gift  of  God 
alone. 

I  wept  only  when  I  got  back  to  my  room.  And  I 
asked  myself.  Had  I  witnessed  a  disciple,  a  branch 
abiding  in  the  vine?  Or  had  I  seen  the  face  of  Christ 
himself,  if  only  for  a  moment?  Had  I  witnessed  the 
vine? 

Look  around  you,  dear  friends,  look  around  us. 
When  the  world  looks  at  us.  General  Conference  2000, 
what  does  the  world  see?  Does  the  world  see  the  face  of 
fear  or  the  face  of  Christ?  Does  the  world  see  separation 
and  disconnection  and  dead  wood?  Or  does  the  world 
see  this  great  vine  with  its  wide  canopy  of  branches 
with  room  for  all  God's  people?  In  the  activities  of 
grace,  does  the  world  see  barrenness  or  the  fruit  of 
love?  When  the  world  looks  at  us,  does  it  see  a  people 
with  set  jaws  and  clinched  fists  and  pointing  fingers,  or 
does  it  see  a  people  whose  delight  and  joy  in  mission  is 
an  extension  of  who  we  are? 

I  hope  the  world  will  say,  "Look  at  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Those  people  have  opened  their 
eyes  and  their  arms  to  thousands  of  people  in  their 
communities  and  all  around  the  world  who  are  long- 
ing for  their  lives  to  be  trai\sformed  in  God's  grace  and 
be  made  perfect  in  love  in  this  life.  They  can  stop  those 
folks  a  mile  away  and  journey  with  them  into  a  new 
way  of  life.  Thank  God  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church!" 

I  hope  the  world  will  say,  "Look  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Those  people  have  opened  their 
ears  to  the  cries  of  the  children.  And  they  are  talking 
children  into  their  arms  and  they  are  blessing  them.  In 
Africa,  in  Asia,  in  Europe,  in  the  United  States,  children 
have  food  enough  to  eat,  a  decent  home  in  which  to 
live,  health  care  that  heals  and  makes  whole,  an  educa- 
tion that  prepares  them  for  the  future,  and  families  and 
communities  of  faith  that  embrace  them  in  the  love  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Thaiik  God  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church." 

When  the  world  looks  at  us  I  hope  it  will  say, 
"Look  at  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Those  people 
have  been  immersed  in  a  culture  of  racism  and  hate 
and  violence  and  they  have  been  cleansed — made 
whole.  They  are  working  to  eliminate  racism  in  their 
school  boards  and  in  their  bank  boards  and  in  their 
own  church  boards.  And  they  are  standing  as  one 
body  against  hate  and  violence.  Thank  God  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church." 

I  hope  the  world  will  say,  "Look  at  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  have  inspected  their  fruit  and  it 
tastes  good,  very  good. 
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No  doubt,  someone  is  going  to  ask,  "When  did  all 
that  get  started?"  And  your  reply  will  come,  "Why  it 
was  that  reuniting  conference  of  2000." 

One  thing  more.  When  my  sister  and  my  mother 
and  my  grandmother  got  home  from  picking  grapes, 
the  real  work  began  for  the  adults.  The  grapes  had  to  be 
stemmed  and  washed.  They  had  to  be  cooked  until  the 
juice  poured  out.  All  that  juice  was  made  into  jelly  and 
Methodist  wine.  At  best,  it  was  an  all  day  process  in  an 


un-airconditioned  kitchen  with  two  children  under- 
foot. The  bread  was  made.  The  table  was  set.  There  was 
fresh  grape  jelly  for  the  bread  and  the  home  made 
grape  juice  to  greet,  to  eat,  to  drink.  The  family  gath- 
ered round  to  eat,  and  they  enjoyed  and  enjoyed  and 
enjoyed  until  they  couldn't  hold  another  bite.  Such 
sweet,  sweet  communion.  The  taste  of  goodness.  The 
fragrance  of  love.  The  sounds  of  joy.  Life  abiding  in  the 
vine.  Wouldn't  you  like  The  United  Methodist  Church 
to  be  like  that?  Amen. 


From  Earthenware  to  Aluminum  to  Crystal.  . 

CoKESBURY  Has  Communion  Sets  and 
Chalices  for  All  Occasions 


Whether  you're  looking  for  an  inexpensive 
portable  communion  set  or  a  hand-cut  lead 
crystal  chalice,  Cokesbury  has  just  what  you're 
looking  for! 

Stop  by  the  Cokesbury  display  today  and  see  our 
communion  set  and  chalice  displays.  And  remember, 
it  you  don't  want  to  carry  your  purchase  home  with 
you  (we  know  how  loaded  down  you  can  get  with 
conference  material),  just  say  "Ship  it!"  In  some  cases 
your  communion  set  or  chalice  will  arrive  home  before 
you  do! 

el   Cokesbury 
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Petition  Additions  and  Changes 


Central  Conferences 


112201. 


Petition  Number  31974-CC-2201.1-D 

Provisional  Annual  Conference 

Under  Paragraph  #507  We  would  request  the  General 
Conference  through  its  Central  Conference  Affairs  Commis- 
sion Paragraph  #2201 .1  to  receive  and  act  favorably  on  our  re- 
quest to  grant  us  the  status  of  a  Provisional  Annual 
Conference,  commencing  July  2000  following  the  General 
Conference  and  the  Central  Conference.  We  understand  that 
if  the  General  Conference  agrees  the  implementation  will  be 
the  responsibility  of  the  Central  Conference. 

Petition  Number:  31991-CC-NonDis-O 

Three  new  Episcopal  Areas  add  to  the  Philippines 

The  Philippine  Central  Conferenece  Coordinating 
Council,  meeting  in  Kidapawan,  Cotobato,  passed  the  fol- 
lowing action: 

Voted:  To  reiterate  the  action  of  the  Philippines  Central 
Conference  in  1992  to  the  effect  that  three  Episcopal  Areas  be 
added  to  the  Philippines  Central  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  was  further  voted  that  one  additional 
Episcopal  Area  would  be  acceptable  if  in  the  case  the  three  re- 
quest for  three  additional  Episcopal  areas  is  not  possible. 


Conferences 


11407. 


Petition  Number  31976-CO-407-D 

Term  Limits 

407.  Term  Limits:  Bishops  shall  be  elected  for  one 
eight-year  term  and  may  be  re-elected  for  one  more  term  of 
no  more  than  eight  years.  In  the  case  of  death,  early  depar- 
ture or  special  assignment,  a  special  annual  conference  shall 
be  called  to  elect  a  new  bishop. 

iisii. 

Petition  Number  31978-CO-511-D 

Missional  Needs 

Paragraph  511  of  The  Book  of  Discipline  shall  be 
amended  as  follows: 

insert  on  line  1 1  and  after  the  words  "ensuing  quadren- 
nium"  and  to  review  on  the  basis  of  missional  needs  an  appli- 
cation from  a  jurisdiction  which,  by  number  of  its  church 
members  as  provided  in  paragraph  405,  would  experience  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  its  bishops,  and  recommend  the 
number  of  bishops  to  which  that  jurisdiction  should  be  enti- 
tled to  the  General  Conference  for  determination  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference. 


^602. 

Petition  Number  31979-CO-602-D 

General  Conference  Delegates 

Whereas,  Paragraph  33  (Article  IV)  of  the  Book  of  Disci- 
pline (1996)  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  indicates  in  part 
that  "the  ministerial  delegates  to  the  General  Conference  and 
to  the  Jurisdictional  or  Central  Conference  shall  be  elected  by 
the  ministerial  members  in  full  connection  with  the  annual 
conference  or  provisional  annual  conference." 

Whereas,  paragraph  5  (Article  V)  of  the  Book  of  Disci- 
pline (1996)  states  in  part;  "as  part  of  the  Church  Universal, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  believes  that  the  Lord  of  the 
Church  is  calling  Christians  everywhere  to  strive  toward 
unity,"  and 

Whereas,  Paragraph  117  of  the  Book  of  Discipline 
(1996)  states  in  part;  "Inclusiveness  means  openness,  accep>- 
tance,  and  support  that  enables  all  persons  to  participate  in 
the  life  of  the  Church,  the  community,  and  the  world.  Thus, 
inclusiveness  denies  every  semblance  of  discrimination," 
and 

Whereas  the  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline  (1996)  indicates  "The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  ex- 
ists in  and  for  the  world,  and  its  very  divide  is  a  hindrance  to 
its  mission  in  that  world." 

Whereas  in  Galatians  3:28  "There  is  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  there  is  neither  slave  nor  free  man,  there  is  neither 
male  nor  female;  for  you  are  all  one  (equal)  in  Christ  Jesus," 
and 

Whereas,  we  were  all  created  equal  in  the  sight  of  God. 

Unification,  equality,  and  the  ability  of  all  persons  to 
participate  in  the  life  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  does 
not  totally  exist  in  our  present-day  voting  structure  for  clergy 
delegates  to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 
Only  ministerial  members  in  full  connection  (active  and  re- 
tired) shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  clergy  delegates  to  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences.  Probationary  and  Associate 
members  and  Local  pastors  shall  not  vote;  nor  can  they  be 
elected.  They  also  cannot  vote  on  Constitutional  Amend- 
ments. 

A  first  year  lay  delegate,  regardless  of  educational 
background,  can  vote  for  lay  delegates,  but  probationary  and 
associate  member  sand  local  pastors,  many  of  whom  have 
over  30  years  of  dedicated  service  in  the  ministry  are  denied 
the  right  and  privileges  of  voting  for  a  clergy  delegate  to  rep>- 
resent  them  and  their  constituents. 

In  my  opinion,  this  is  divide  and  discrimination  and 
equates  with  women's  suffrage;  and  with  African  Americans 
not  being  allowed  to  vote.  Our  country  has  corrected  these 
areas  of  discrimination. 

We  United  Methodists  take  great  pride  in  being  an  in- 
clusive, connectional  Church.  In  my  opinion,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  not  inclusive,  nor  is  it  connected  when 
millions  of  United  Methodists  are  not  represented  at  the  Gen- 
eral or  Jurisdictional  Conferences,  nor  do  they  have  a  repre- 
sentative to  vote  on  Constitutional  Amendments,  because 
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their  Pastors  are  not  considered  equal  and  are  denied  the 
right  and  privilege  to  vote. 

This  is  very  much  Un-American  and  Un-Christian.  We 
were  all,  in  God's  eyes,  created  equal,  but  some  members 
within  Methodism  decided  that  all  was  not  equal  and  de- 
cided to  change  God's  plan  for  humanity. 

In  the  1999  Book  of  Refwrts  for  the  Virginia  Conference 
(p>age  14)  there  is  a  statement  that  says  in  part,  "we  are  an  in- 
clusive and  pluralistic  Church.  We  desire  to  have  a  delega- 
tion that  is  representative  of  the  entire  Cor\ference." 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  I  hereby  petition  the  2000 
General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  to 
amend  paragraph  33  (Article  IV)  of  the  Book  of  Discipline 
(1996)  to  indicate  that  ministerial  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  and  to  the  Jurisdictional  or  Central  Conferences 
shall  be  elected  by  all  ministerial  members  attending  the  An- 
nual Conference  or  Provisional  Annual  Conferences;  pro- 
vided that  such  delegates  shall  have  been  traveling  preachers 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  four  years  next 
preceding  their  election. 

Also,  paragraphs  602-1  a  should  be  changed  to  include 
all  ministerial  members,  and  paragraphs  602-lb,  602-lc,  and 
602-1  d,  should  be  eliminated. 

Let  us  make  United  Methodism  truly  inclusive  and 
cormectional  by  allowing  all  clergy  to  participate  in  the  life  of 
the  Church  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  General  and  Juris- 
dictional Conferences  be  representative  of  all  United  Meth- 
odists. 

Petition  Number  31989-CO-NonDis-O 

Encourage  plan  for  seminary  graduates  to  retire  their 
debt/financial  planning 

The  Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  re- 
sp)ectfully  petitions  the  2000  General  Conference  to: 

a)  Encourage  each  annual  conference  to  develop  a  plan 
to  help  seminary  graduates  retire  their  educational  debts. 

b)  strongly  urge  United  Methodist  seminaries  to  pro- 
vide annual  workshop*  on  financial  planning  and/or  a  fi- 
nancial planner  to  work  with  their  students. 

Ratior\ale: 

Many  seminarians  graduate  with  high  levels  of  semi- 
nary debt  as  they  begin  ministry.  The  cost  of  seminary  edu- 
cation strains  normal  family  expenses,  and  most  annual  and 
missionary  conferences  are  unable  to  provide  sufficient 
scholarship  funds  theough  the  Ministerial  Educational  Fund 
(MER.  There  is  a  great  need  for  clergy  trained  for  mission 
and  ministry  in  churches  with  small  membership)sand/or  in 
town  and  rural  settings,  but  many  of  these  small-member- 
ship churches  are  able  to  pay  only  minimum  comp>er\sation. 
TTiis  petition  is  intended  to  assist  with  meeting  this  critical 
need. 

Discipleship 

30107 
30107-DI-NonDis-O 

Social  Principles  be  understood  as  "instructive  and 
persuasive"... 


Whereas,  the  preface  to  the  Social  Principles  describes 
the  contents  as  "instructive  and  persuasive"  calling  us  "to  a 
prayerful,  studied  dialogue,"  and 

Whereas,  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  being  torn 
apart  over  a  multiplicity  of  social,  ethical  and  personal  issues, 
many  of  which  are  addressed  in  the  Social  Principles;  and 

Whereas,  those  who  seek  to  love  and  serve  God  hold 
honest  difference  of  opinion  about  these  and  many  other  is- 
sues; and 

Whereas,  we  are  urged  to  learn  to  live  together  in  the 
oneness  of  Christ . .  .a  oneness  that  reaches  beyond  opinions 
and  attitudes. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Desert  Southwest 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  petition  the 
General  Conference  as  follows: 

That  the  Social  Principles  in  their  entirety  be  under- 
stood and  interpreted  on  an  ongoing  basis  under  the  tradi- 
tional and  stated  intention  of  being  "instructive  and 
persuasive,"  to  the  end  of  accepting  the  integrity  of  individ- 
ual convictions  and  affirming  the  historic  Wesleyan  princi- 
ple: "In  essentials  unity,  in  non-essentials  liberty,  in  all 
others,  charity." 

Petition  number  31993-DI-NonDis-O 

Change  name  of  lay  speaker  program 

Whereas,  the  Lay  Spjeaker  program  implies  only  "fill- 
ing the  pulpit"  to  many  laity,  and 

Whereas,  a  large  number  of  laity  becomes  frustrated 
with  not  being  utilized  in  that  capacity  after  receiving  the 
training,  and 

Whereas,  the  Lay  Speaker  program  actually  teaches 
many  leadership  roles  for  the  laity  in  the  Basic  Lay  Speaker 
class:  caring,  teaching,  leading,  visiting,  worshiping,  praying 
and  preaching,  and 

Whereas,  the  Lay  Speaker  program  expands  each  of  the 
leadership  roles  in  the  Advanced  Lay  Speaker  classes,  and 

Whereas,  the  title  of  the  current  program  is  misunder- 
stood by  many  of  the  laity  and  clergy. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Desert  Southwest 
Conference  petition  the  General  Conference  to  change  the 
name  of  the  Lay  Sp>eaker  program  to  be  the  Lay  Ministry 
Leadership  Program. 


Financial  Administration 


1508.6 


31138-FA-1508.6-D 

Change  GCFA  to  GBPHB 

Amend  1508,  effective  January  1,  2001: 

An  annual  conference  agency  handling  such  funds 
shall  not  offer  higher  rates  of  annuity  than  those  listed  in  the 
annuity  schedule  approved  by  the  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  Council  on  Finance  and  Administfo 
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Faith  and  Order 

*iI65. 

Petition  Number:  31992-FO-65-D 

Changes  to  language  on  abortion 

We  petition  that  paragraph  65  (J-Abortion)  of  the  Book 
of  Discipline  be  amended  with  the  following  deletion: 

"The  beginning  of  life  .  .  .But  we  are  equally  bound  to 
respect  the  sacredness  of  the  life  and  well-being  of  the 
mother,  for  whom  devastating  damage  may  rcoult  from  an 
unaccoptablo  pregnancy.  In  continuity  with  . . ." 

Rationale: 

We  believe  that  this  statement  is  more  in  hne  with  the 
teachings  from  the  Bible. 

165. 

Petition  Number:  31975-FO-65.C-D 

Homosexual  unions 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  last  sentence  of  Para- 
graph 65C,  The  Book  of  Discipline,  1996,  which  reads,  "Cere- 
monies that  celebrate  homosexual  unions  shall  not  be 
conducted  by  our  ministers  and  shall  not  be  conducted  in  our 
churches,  "  be  deleted. 


165. 

Petition  Number:  31987-FO-65.C-D 

Move  fourth  sentence  of  65C  to  2624 

Ceremonies  that  celebrate  homosexual  unions  shall  not 
be  conducted  by  our  ministers  and  shall  not  be  conducted  in 
our  churches. 

Be  moved  from  said  paragraph  in  the  Social  Principles 
to  Paragraph  2624  (Chargeable  Offenses)  in  the  Judicial  Ad- 
ministration; to  be  added  to  Item  1,  after  "sexual  misconduct, 
or  sexual  abuse";  to  read:  Celebrating  homosexual  unions. 

165. 

Petition  Number:  31984-FO-65.J-D 

Ban  on  Partial  Birth  Abortion 

Whereas,  the  Church  has  witnessed  and  worked, 
through  the  ages,  to  protect  "the  least  of  these"  (Matthew 
25:40),  including  unborn  children  and  their  mothers;  that  is, 
from  the  Didache  to  the  Church  Fathers  from  Martin  Luther 
and  John  Calvin  and  John  Wesley  to  Karl  Barth  and  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer,  from  Albert  Outler  and  Paul  Ramsey  to  Mother 
Teresa,  the  teachers  and  teachings  of  the  Church  ave  consis- 
tently promoted  protection  of  the  unborn  and  their  mothers; 

Whereas,  the  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Pov- 
erty charges  us  that  "Nothing  less  than  the  reshaping  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  response  to  the  God  Who  is 
among  'the  least  of  these'  is  required.  The  evaluation  of  ev- 
erything the  Church  is  and  does  in  light  of  the  impact  on  the 
children  and  the  impoverished  is  the  goal."  Thus  our  policy 
and  practice  of  abortion  must  also  be  reshaped  for  the  sake  of 
the  very  least  of  these; 


Whereas,  Children  and  Poverty  continues:  "Commu- 
nities of  faith  shaped  by  God's  presence  with  the  most  vul- 
nerable represent  alternatives  to  [not  compromises  with]  the 
values  and  visions  of  the  prevailing  culture  of  might  makes 
right,  which  favors  the  powerful  over  the  powerless,  (the 
bom  over  the  unborn)"; 

Whereas,  165J  on  abortion,  as  it  now  reads,  is  morally 
ambiguous;  therefore,  this  paragraph  is  incapable  of  render- 
ing moral  guidance  on  abortion  that  is  consistent  with  his- 
toric Christian  teaching  and  with  its  own  affirmations;  this  is 
particularly  tragic  in  American  society,  which  has  counted 
over  35  million  abortions  performed  since  1973  and  now  av- 
erages approximately  3800  abortions  performed  each  day; 

Whereas,  TI65J's  moral  ambiguity  has  allowed  The 
United  Methodist  Church's  General  Board  of  Church  and  So- 
ciety, along  with  the  Women's  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  to  affiliate  with  and  support  the  Reli- 
gious Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice,  a  political  lobby 
that  advocates  abortion  on  demand  in  American  society  and 
contradicts  ']I65J's  own  assertion  of  "The  sanctity  of  unborn 
human  life"; 

And  whereas,  165J  is  sufficiently  ambiguous  to  allow 
United  Methodist  leaders  to  support,  in  a  public  way,  the 
continued  legal  status  of  partial-birth  abortion,  a  procedure 
which  only  the  most  radical  advocates  of  abortion  approve; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  1999  session  of  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  hereby  charges  its  Conference  Secretary,  using  the 
entire  rationale  stated  above,  to  petition  General  Conference 
20(X),  in  a  timely  and  appropriate  manner,  to  amend  1I65J  of 
The  Book  of  Discipline  to  read: 

165J)  ABORTION— The  beginning  of  life  and  the  end- 
ing of  life  are  the  God-given  boundaries  of  human  existence. 
While  individuals  have  always  had  some  degree  of  control 
over  when  they  would  die,  they  now  have  the  awesome 
power  to  determine  when  and  even  whether  new  individu- 
als will  be  born.  Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn  human 
life  makes  us  reluctant  to  approve  abortion.  But  we  are 
equally  bound  to  respect  the  sacredness  of  the  life  and 
well-being  of  the  mother,  for  whom  devastating  damage 
may  result  from  an  unacceptable  pregnancy.  In  continuity  in 
past  Christ  teaching,  we  recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life  with 
life  that  may  justify  abortion,  and  in  such  cases  we  support 
the  legal  option  of  abortion  under  proper  medical  proce- 
dures. We  cannot  affirm  abortion  as  an  acceptable  means  of 
birth  control,  and  we  unconditionally  reject  it  as  a  means  of 
gender  selection.  We  call  all  Christians  to  searching  and 
prayerful  inquiry  into  the  sorts  of  conditions  that  may  war- 
rant abortion.  We  commit  our  Church  to  continue  to  provide 
nurturing  ministries  to  those  who  terminate  a  pregnancy,  to 
those  in  the  midst  of  a  crisis  pregnancy,  and  to  those  who  give 
birth.  Governmental  laws  and  regulations  do  not  provide  all 
the  guidance  required  by  the  informed  Christian  conscience. 
Therefore,  a  decision  concerning  abortion  should  be  made 
only  after  thoughtful  and  prayerful  consideration  by  the  par- 
ties involved,  with  medical,  pastoral,  and  other  appropriate 
counsel.  We  call  upon  the  civil  authorities  to  enact  laws,  be- 
ginning with  a  ban  on  so-called  partial  birth  abortions,  that 
will  offer  protection  to  the  unborn  human  life.  In  a  culture 
which  devalues  human  life,  the  Church  is  a  community  of 
life,  offering  the  life-giving,  life-transforming  gospel  of  Je- 
sus Christ 
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165. 

Petition  Number  31985-FO-65.J-D 

Ban  on  Partial  Birth  Abortions 

165J)  ABORTION— The  beginning  of  life  and  the  end- 
ing of  life  are  the  God-given  boundaries  of  human  existence. 
While  individuals  have  alv^fays  had  some  degree  of  control 
over  when  they  would  die,  they  now  have  the  awesome 
power  to  determine  when  and  even  whether  new  individu- 
als will  be  born.  Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn  human 
life  makes  us  reluctant  to  approve  abortion.  But  we  are 
equally  bound  to  respect  the  sacredness  of  the  life  and 
well-being  of  the  mother,  for  whom  devastating  damage 
may  result  from  an  unacceptable  pregnancy.  In  continuity  in 
past  Christ  teaching,  we  recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life  with 
life  that  may  justify  abortion,  and  in  such  cases  we  support 
the  legal  option  of  abortion  under  proper  medical  proce- 
dures. We  cannot  affirm  abortion  as  an  acceptable  means  of 
birth  control,  and  we  unconditionally  reject  it  as  a  means  of 
gender  selection.  A  partial-birth  abortion  is  infanticide, 
and  we,  without  condition,  reject  this  practice  also.  We  call 
all  Christians  to  searching  and  prayerful  inquiry  into  the 
sorts  of  conditions  that  may  warrant  abortion.  We  conunit 
our  Church  to  continue  to  provide  nurturing  ministries  to 
those  who  terminate  a  pregruncy,  to  those  in  the  midst  of  a 
crisis  pregnancy,  and  to  those  who  give  birth.  Governmental 
laws  and  regulations  do  not  provide  all  the  guidance  re- 
quired by  the  informed  Christian  conscience.  Therefore,  a  de- 
cision concerning  abortion  should  be  made  only  after 
thoughtful  and  prayerful  consideration  by  the  parties  in- 
volved, with  medical,  pastoral,  and  other  appropriate  coun- 
sel. 

1115. 

Petition  Number  31972-FO-115-D 

Doctrinal  Standards 

Add  to  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  paragraph  115.2: 

All  United  Methodists  are  called  to  be  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Uruted  Methodist  Church  is  called  to  be  a  faithful 
Christian  church  in  the  Wesleyan  heritage.  This  includes 
honest  commitment  by  the  clergy,  including  the  bishops,  and 
the  laity  to  our  Doctrinal  Standards  as  stated  in  The  Book  of 
Discipline;  to  God  as  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit;  and  to  Je- 
sus Christ  as  the  Son  of  God,  the  one  and  only  Savior  of  the 
world,  and  the  Lord  of  all.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
shall  reject  all  kinds  of  idolatry  and  reject  worship  of  false 
gods  and  goddesses.  Any  leader,  i.e.,  pastor,  bishop,  or 
member  of  any  United  Methodist  Church  board  of  agency 
failing  to  uphold  this  standard  shall  be  brought  up  on 
charges,  which  if  found  justified,  such  leader  shall  automati- 
cally be  removed  from  office  as  well  as  defrocked. 

1304. 

Petition  Number  31981-FO-304-D 

Amend  304  to  remove  reference  to  homosexuality  or 
marriage 

Amend  paragraph  304  by  making  the  following  addi- 
hons  and  deletions: 


2.  For  the  sake  of  the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
world  and  the  most  effective  witness  to  the  Christian  gosfjel, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  influence  an  ordained  ministry  on 
the  lives  of  other  persons  both  within  and  outside  the 
Church,  the  Church  expects  those  who  seek  ordination  to 
make  a  complete  dedication  of  themselves  to  the  highest  ide- 
als of  the  Christian  life.  To  this  end  they  agree  to  exercise  re- 
Sfxjnsible  self-control  by  personal  habits  conducive  to  bodily 
health,  mental  and  emotional  maturity,  integrity  and  fidelity 
in  all  p>ersonal  relationships,  fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy 
in  oinglcncos,  social  responsibility,  and  growth  in  grace  and 
in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God. 

3.  While  persons  set  apart  by  the  Church  for  ordained 
ministry  are  subject  to  all  the  frailties  of  the  human  condition 
and  the  pressures  of  society,  and  are  required  to  maintain  the 
highest  standards  of  holy  living  in  the  world.  Since  the  prac 
tice  of  homosexuality  is  incornpatiblc  with  Christian  tcoch 
ing,  self  avowed  practicing  homoooxualo  arc  not  to  be 
accepted  ao  candidates,  ordained  os  miniotcro,  or  appointed 
to  serve  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

1304. 

Petition  Number  31986-FO-304.3-D 

Retain  language  in  second  sentence  of  304.3 

Retain  the  second  sentence  of  1304.3  of  The  Book  of  Disci- 
pline (1996),  page  172,  which  reads: 

Since  the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching,  self-avowed  practicing  homosexu- 
als are  not  to  be  accepted  as  candidates,  ordained  as  minis- 
ters, or  appointed  to  serve  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Petition  Number  31988-FO-NonDis-O 

Doctrinal  Integrity 

To  the  members  of  the  2000  General  conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

WHEREAS;  People  need  right  thinking  and  right 
teaching  in  establishing  a  relationship  with  God  through  Je- 
sus Christ,  and  to  live  rightly  day  by  day,  and  to  stand  firm  in 
times  of  troubles;  and 

WHEREAS;  There  is  a  present  crisis  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  coming  from  those  who  treat  theology  as 
a  matter  of  personal  experimentation  and  who  use  the  um- 
brella of  pluralism  and  inclusiveness  to  support  and  agenda 
of  theological  relativism;  and 

WHEREAS:  Some  seminary  teachers  and  church  offi- 
cials exchange  the  historical  faith  based  on  Biblical  standards 
for  political,  sexual  or  gender-based  ideologies  with  reli- 
gious beneers;  and 

WHEREAS:  The  ancient  condemned  heresies  continue 
to  reappear  in  modem  theologies  in  some  seminary  teaching 
and  in  some  United  Methodist  church  boards  and  agencies; 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  the  Iowa  An- 
nual Conference  supports  doctrinal  integrity  which  includes 
giving  primacy  to  Scripture,  re-engagement  of  the  Wesleyan 
devotional  tradition,  and  anew  obedience  to  God  in  the  form- 
ing of  our  lives  in  covenant  communities  after  the  pattern  of 
the  mind  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 
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31990-FO-NonDis-O 

Conceniing  the  Meaning  of  the  Social  Principles 

We  petition  that  the  General  Conference  directs  the  re- 
spective Boards  (or  Commissions),  which  regularly  work  on 
the  Social  Principles,  to  hear  and  take  into  consideration  all  of 
the  experiences  of  the  world  wide  church  related  to  ethical 
questions,  and  from  this  to  clearly  indicate  which  parts,  or 
parts,  of  the  Principles  have  the  characteristic  of  being  funda- 
mental, are  in  accordance  with  the  Gospel,  and  are  therefore 
valid  for  all  Christians. 


Rational:  Our  Experiences  and  Observations 

1 .  The  Social  Principles  make  the  claim  that  they  take  a 
stand  on  the  human  questions  and  problems  of  the  contem- 
porary wold.  They  formulate  the  opinion  of  the  General 
Conference  with  regard  to  these  broad  fields: 

a)  The  Natural  World 

b)  The  Nurturing  Community 

c)  The  Social  Community 

d)  The  Economic  Community 

e)  The  Political  Community 
0  The  World  Community 


2.  The  Social  Prinicples  were  prepared  and  formulated 
by  a  Board  of  the  General  Conference,  which  itself  consisted 
entirely  of  Americans.  This  means  that  the  opinions  and  cri- 
tiques were  formulated  from  the  perspective  of  the  existing 
situation  in  American  (United  States  of  America)  society. 
There  are  many  fundamental  questions  which  can  be  sup- 
ported and  approved  of  by  Methodists  worldwide.  Yet  there 
are  also  questions  which  are  not  relevant  to  the  situation  in 
Europe,  Asia,  or  Africa. 


3.  We  wish  to  put  forward  the  following  observations: 

a)  Our  world  consists  not  only  of  East  and  West,  but  of 
North  and  South. 

b)  Througout  Europe,  Africa,  and  Asia  there  live  many 
different  peoples  with  their  own  cultures,  histories,  religions, 
languages,  and  varying  social  realities. 

c)  Already  we  observe  that  within  the  European  situa- 
tion changes  and  developments  take  place  at  different 
speeds.  The  church  must  take  these  differences  into  consid- 
eration in  its  ministry. 


4.  In  the  Cold  War  era  these  differences  with  our  fellow 
Christians  in  Central,  Southern,  and  Eastern  Europe  could 
not  be  discussed  and  debated.  The  political  situation  made 
subsequent  discussions  about  political,  economic,  social  and 
religious  principles  impossible  at  that  time.  A  dialogue  has 
now  begun,  and  we  experience  differences  in  opinions  about 
these  matters.  Each  opinion  has  its  correctness  and  no  one 
should  be  made  subordinate  to  another. 


and  problems  of  our  time,  and  doesn't  wish  to  speak  only  to 
the  Christians  in  the  United  States  of  America,  then  it  must 
seek  to  do  justice  to  the  diversity  of  the  world. 


Submitted  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Central 
Conference  of  Central  and  Southern  Europe. 

General  and  Judicial  Administration 

1266. 

Petition  Number:  31971-GJ-266-D$ 

Laity  Day  Offering 

^266.  The  special  Sundays  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  intended  to  be  illustrative  of  the  nature  and  call- 
ing of  the  church  and  are  celebrated  annually.  The  special 
Sundays  are  placed  on  the  calendar  to  make  clear  the  calling 
of  the  church  as  the  people  of  God,  and  to  give  persons  the 
opportunity  of  contributing  offering  so  special  programs. 

Six  special  church  wide  Sundays  provide  for  church 
wide  offerings  to  do  deeds  expressive  of  our  commitment: 
Human  Relations  Day,  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  World 
Communion  Sunday,  United  Methodist  Student  Day,  Peace 
with  Justice  Sunday,  and  Native  American  Awareness 
Sunday.  Two  special  Sundays  are  without  church  wide  of- 
fering: Heritage  Sunday  and  Laity  Sunday.  Three  church 
wide  Sundays,  Christian  Education,  Golden  Cross,  and  Ru- 
ral Life  Sundays,  provide  opportunities  for  annual  confer- 
ence offerings.  Laity  Sunday  provides  an  opportunity  for 
the  Conference  Board  of  Laity  to  designate  and  offering  for 
a  lay  led  project  in  the  annual  conference.  (Balance  of  para- 
graph 266  continues.) 

(Relate  to  above) 

268.2.  Laity  Sunday — Laity  Sunday  shall  be  observed 
annually,  preferably  on  the  third  Sunday  in  October.  Laity 
Sunday  calls  the  Church  to  celebrate  the  ministry  of  all  lay 
Christians,  as  their  lives  are  empowered  for  ministry  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  observance  of  Laity  Sunday  shall  be  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Any  general  agency  of  the  Church  that  desires  to  recommend 
a  theme  for  a  given  year  for  this  Sunday  may  do  so  two  years 
prior  to  the  observance  for  which  the  recommendation  is 
made.  This  recommendation  is  to  be  made  to  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  and  the  decision  of  the  annual  theme 
of  this  Sunday  shall  be  made  by  the  voting  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The  Conference  Board  of  La- 
ity may  designate  a  lay  led  project  for  which  an  offering 
may  be  requested  throughout  the  annual  conference. 

(Also  related  to  paragraph  266) 

1630.2 

d)  To  provide  support  and  direction  for  such  lay  pro- 
grams as  lay  speaking,  the  observance  of  Laity  Day,  which 
may  include  a  conference  wide  offering  for  a  lay  led  pro- 
ject, and  the  work  of  lay  leaders  on  the  local  and  district  lev- 
els. 


5.  If  the  General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  truly  wishes  to  comment  on  the  human  questions 
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11267. 

Petition  Number  31968-GJ-267.3-D$ 

Clarify  use  of  World  Communion  Sunday  receipts 

Delete  the  first  sentence  of  1267.3,  second  paragraph. 

Amend  1267.3,  third  paragraph,  as  follows: 

a)  50  percent  for  Crusade  Scholarships,  to  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  Cruoodo  Scholarship  Committoo  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  with  at  least  one  half  of  the  an- 
nual amount  for  ministries  beyond  the  United  States  of 
America; 

Global  Ministries 

11312. 

Petition  Number  31969-GM-1312.1-D 

Include  mission  institutions  as  potential  mortgagees 

Amend  1312.1. i  as  follows: 

...for  the  purpose  of  making  first  mortgage  loans  to 
United  Methodist  churches,  districts,  city  societies,  district 
unions,  mission  institutions,  or  conference  church  extension 
agencies  for  the  purchase  of  sites... 

30113-GM-NonDis-O 

UMW  have  student  liaison  with  campus  ministers  and 
chaplains  &  work  with  GBHEM 

Whereas,  an  important  and  historic  link  existed  be- 
tween the  organic  predecessors  to  the  United  Methodist 
Women  and  campus  ministries  prior  to  1968,  and 

Whereas,  this  link  enhanced  the  recruitment  of  stu- 
dents into  campus  ministry  programs  throughout  the  na- 
tions, and 

Whereas,  campus  ministry  programs  are  the  best  op- 
portunity on  any  campus  to  reach,  teach  and  lead  students  on 
their  faith  journey; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Desert  Southwest 
Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Minis- 
try, with  the  supfXJrt  of  the  Desert  Southwest  United  Meth- 
odist Women  and  the  Desert  Southwest  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries,  {petition  the  General  Conference  to  request  that 
each  local  United  Methodist  Women's  unit  have  an  officer  re- 
sponsible for  student  liaison,  communicaHng  to  campus 
ministers  and  chaplains  the  names  of  young  people  attend- 
ing various  colleges  and  universities,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  this  officer  work  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  local  church  work  area  in  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry,  utilizing  the  resources  of  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

133. 

Petition  Number  31982-HE-33-C 
Amend  33  -  Change  "ordained  ministerial"  to  "clerg  y" 


133.  Article  IV.  The  ordained  miniotcrial  clergy  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Conference  and  to  the  jurisdictional  or 
central  cor\ference  shall  be  elected  by  and  from  the  clergy 
members  of  the  ordained  ministerial  mombero  in  full  con 
noction  with  the  annual  conference  or  provisional  annual 
conference. 

1248. 

Petition  Number  31977-HE-248.7-D 

Absentee  Ballot 

Whereas,  when  a  church  has  been  completely  de- 
stroyed, a  special  charge  conference  will  be  called  for  the  dis- 
position of  that  matter. 

Whereas,  all  members  will  be  notified  of  said  time  and 
place. 

Whereas,  the  special  session  called  for  shall  be  the  orJy 
business  of  that  matter  and,  following  the  Book  of  Disripline. 
only  members  in  attendance  may  have  a  vote. 

Whereas,  there  are  no  provisions  provided  in  the.BQQk 
nf  Disriplinp  1 996  for  unforeseeable  situation  of  members  not 
being  able  to  attend. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  to  add  after  the  following  sen- 
tence in  Paragraph  248:7: 

The  purpose  of  such  special  session  shall  be  stated  in 
the  call,  and  only  such  business  shall  be  transacted  as  in  har- 
mony with  the  purpose  of  the  call. 

Sealed  absentee  ballot,  as  requested  by  member  and  re- 
ceived back  before  the  church  conference  vote,  will  be  con- 
sidered a  vote. 

1355. 

Petition  Number  31970-HE-355.1-D 

End  mandatory  retirement 

Whereas,  life  exptectancy  continues  to  rise,  and 

Whereas,  many  clergy  are  healthy  and  vital  and  undi- 
minished skills  well  into  their  70's  and  beyond,  and 

Whereas,  a  number  of  clergy  continue  to  serve  churches 
in  the  rehred  supply  status,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  an  increasing  shortage  of  clergy  in  the 
Uruted  Methodist  Church,  and 

Whereas,  mandatory  retirement  causes  the  unwar- 
ranted loss  of  effective  and  exceptional  clergy,  including 
those  serving  in  the  episcopacy,  and 

WTiereas,  procedures  are  in  place  to  remove  appointed 
clergy  from  the  appointive  process  for  cause,  including  inef- 
fectiveness, and 

Whereas,  we  affirm  that  "Every  p>erson  has  a  right  to  a 
job  at  a  living  wage."  (Paragraph  67.C), 

THEREFORE,  I  petition  the  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  meeting  in  session  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  May  2-12,  2000,  to  end  mandatory  retirement  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  by  removing  all  references  to  nnan- 
datory  retirement  for  clergy  from  the  Book  of  Discipline,  in- 
cluding, but  not  limited  to: 
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1)  Delete  the  entire  content  of  Paragraph  335.1,  renum- 
ber the  remaining  paragraphs  accordingly  (Paragraph  335.2 
becomes  Paragraph  355.1,  etc.),  and  amending  all  references 
to  these  paragraphs  to  reflect  the  changes. 

2)  Amend  Paragraph  409.1  by  deleting  "Mandatory" 
making  the  title  simply  be  "Retirement." 

3)  Amend  Paragraph  409.1a  by  changing  "shall  be  re- 
tired" to"  may  retire"  so  that  the  sentence  begins  "A  bishop 
may  retire  on  August  31  next  following  . . ." 

4)  Amend  Paragraph  714.3  by 

a)  deleting  the  second  full  sentence  "Mandatory  retire- 
ment for  elective  and  appointive  staff  shall  be  at  age  sev- 
enty." and 

b)  amending  the  current  third  full  sentence  by  deleting 
"other  employed"  so  that  it  reads,  'There  shall  be  no  manda- 
tory retirement  age  for  staff." 

5)  Making  all  editorial  changes  to  other  paragraphs  that 
refer  to  mandatory  retirement  or  the  above  paragraphs  as 
needed  to  reflect  the  ending  of  mandatory  retirement  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


^414. 

Petition  Number:  31983-HE-414.3-D 

Responsibilities  of  Bishops  to  Give  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  Leadership 

Amend  414.3  to  read: 

To  guard,  transmit,  teach,  and  proclaim,  corpwrately 
and  individually,  the  apostolic  faith  as  it  is  expressed  in 
Scripture  and  tradition,  and,  as  thoy  arc  led  and  endowed  by 
the  Spirit,  to  interpret  that  faith  cvnagclically  and  prophcti 
cally  and  our  Wesleyan  tradition. 

^2626. 

Petition  Number:  31973-HE-2626.2-D 

Delete  paragraph  2626.2 

Investigation  and  Trial  of  a  Bishop 

WHEREAS  in  recent  years  some  questions  have  arisen 
regarding  the  fairness  in  the  hearing  and  processing  of  alle- 
gations of  improper  activity  by  a  Bishop;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  desirable  that  not  even  the  appearance 
of  favoritism  or  lack  of  full  and  proper  consideration  be  pres- 
ent, if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  a  finding  of  "not  guilty" 
will  remove  any  possible  lingering  suspicion  by  persons  not 
present  at  the  trial;  and 

WHEREAS  it  is  desirable  and  important  that  all  persons 
believe  that  a  finding  of  innocent  is  true  and  correct; 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED  BY  THE  2000  GEN- 
ERAL CONFERENCE  OF  THE  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH  THAT  IN  PARAGRAPHS  413.2  AND  413.3 
WHEREVER  "College  of  Bishops  in  that  juriodictional  or 
central  conference"  or  "College  of  Bishopts"  appears  they 
shall  be  replaced  by  the  term  "Council  of  Bishops".;  AND  BE 
IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  IN  PARAGRAPH  413.3a) 
the  words  "forward  it  to  the  jurisdictional  or  central  confer 
once  committee  on  invcotigation"  be  stricken  and  the  follow- 


ing substituted  for  them:  "Forward  it  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  committee  on  investigation";  AND  BE  IT  FURTHER 
RESOLVED  THAT  IN  PARAGRAPH  413.3b)  the  following 
words  be  added;  "The  Council  of  Bishops  committee  on  in- 
vestigation shall  review  the  decision  of  any  jurisdictional 
or  central  conference  committee  on  episcopacy  on  matters 
which  have  been  referred  to  them.  After  reviewing  that  de- 
cision the  Council  of  Bishops  Committee  on  investigation 
may  refer  the  matter  for  further  judicial  consideration  and 
trial.";  AND  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  PARA- 
GRAPH 2626.2(a)  and  (b)  BE  DELETED. 

Independent  Commissions 

New  Title 

30286-IC-2303-D$ 

Increase  Commission  membership  by  14;  WSF 
supplement  funds  raised  by  the  Commission 

12402. 

Petition  Number:  31980-IC-2402.2-D 

Responsible  Relations  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches 

We  petition  that  the  following  be  added  in  The  Book  of 
Discipline  as  2402.2. d: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  shall  relate  ecumeni- 
cally vnth  all  willing  Christian  churches  and  especially  with 
denominations  sharing  a  Wesleyan  heritage.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  shall  participate  in  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  insofar  as  this  is  consistent  with  classical  Chris- 
tianity as  stated  in  the  historic  Christian  ecumenical  creeds, 
and  shall  withhold  funds  from  the  activities  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  that  fail  to  meet  this  standard. 

Local  Church 

Petition  Number:  31971-GJ-266-D$ 

Laity  Day  Offering 

^266.  The  special  Sundays  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  intended  to  be  illustrative  of  the  nature  and  call- 
ing of  the  church  and  are  celebrated  annually.  The  special 
Sundays  are  placed  on  the  calendar  to  make  clear  the  calling 
of  the  church  as  the  people  of  God,  and  to  give  persons  the 
opportunity  of  contributing  offering  so  special  programs. 

Six  special  church  wide  Sundays  provide  for  church 
wide  offerings  to  do  deeds  expressive  of  our  commitment: 
Human  Relations  Day,  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  World 
Communion  Sunday,  United  Methodist  Student  Day,  Peace 
with  Justice  Sunday,  and  Native  American  Awareness 
Sunday.  Two  special  Sundays  are  without  church  wide  of- 
fering: Heritage  Sunday  and  Laity  Sunday.  Three  church 
wide  Sundays,  Christian  Education,  Golden  Cross,  and  Ru- 
ral Life  Sundays,  provide  opportunities  for  annual  confer- 
ence offerings.  Laity  Sunday  provides  an  opportunity  for 
the  Conference  Board  of  Laity  to  designate  and  offering  for 
a  lay  led  project  in  the  annual  conference.  (Balance  of  para- 
graph 266  continues.) 

(Relate  to  above) 
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268.2.  Laity  Sunday — Laity  Sunday  shall  be  observed 
annually,  preferably  on  the  third  Sunday  in  October.  Laity 
Sunday  calls  the  Church  to  celebrate  the  ministry  of  all  lay 
Christians,  as  their  lives  are  empowered  for  ministry  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  observance  of  Laity  Sunday  shall  be  under 
the  general  sup)ervision  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Any  general  agency  of  the  Church  that  desires  to  recommend 
a  theme  for  a  given  year  for  this  Sunday  may  do  so  two  years 
prior  to  the  observance  for  which  the  recommendation  is 
made.  This  recommendation  is  to  be  made  to  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  and  the  decision  of  the  annual  theme 
of  this  Sunday  shall  be  made  by  the  voting  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The  Conference  Board  of  La- 
ity may  designate  a  lay  led  project  for  which  an  offering 
may  be  requested  throughout  the  annual  conference. 

(Also  related  to  paragraph  266) 

1630.2 

d)  To  provide  support  and  direction  for  such  lay  pro- 
grams as  lay  speaking,  the  observance  of  Laity  Day,  which 
may  include  a  conference  wide  offering  for  a  lay  led  pro- 
ject, and  the  work  of  lay  leaders  on  the  local  and  district  lev- 
els. 


Petitions  Voided  by  Committee  on  Reference 

31922 

31924 
31132 

Petitions  Referred  to  New  Legislative  Committee 

Pet.#  -  From  -  To 

30216  -  OS  -  GM 
30571  -  CS  -  GM 
30579  -  CS  -  GM 
30583  -  CS  -  GM 
31024  -  GF  -  FO 
31279  -  GJ  -  CO  3 
1373  -  CS  -  IC 
31735  -  CS  -  FO 
31754 -CS-IC 
31757  -  GJ  -  FO 
31760  -  DI - IC 
31782  -  CS  -  DI 
31801  -  FO  -  LC 


WeOl  Take  Care  of  the 
Organization-You  HANDLE 

THE  Rest 
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The  United  Methodist  Music  6c 
Worship  Planneii,  2000-2001 

by  David  L.  Bpne  and  Mary  J.  Scifres 

An  all-in-one  resource  that  tielps  tx)th 
the  music  director  and  pastor  plan  ttie 
worship  service  for  each  Sunday  and  holy 
day  of  the  year  the  The  United  Methodist 
Music  *  Worship  Planner,  2000-200 1  is 
lectlonary  based  and  includes: 

•  A  calendar  format  that  helps  you  plan  the 
entire  choir  year,  from  Septemt>€r 
through  August. 

•  The  Psalter  selection  from  The  United 
Methodist  hymnal,  plus  an 

appropriate  resp>0nse.  Retail   nivlnun  .if  Thr   UniicJ   Mrth.<Ji.i    riiKli.hini   Ht.u.r 

•  Eight  or  more  suggested  hymns        CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
for  each  service,  appropriate  ORDER   TOLL   FREE:  1-800-672178^ 

to  the  services  Scripture.  To  ORDER  VIA  THE  INTERNET,  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT 

•  Complete  text  for  the  Old  Testament,  www.cokesbury.com 
Psalm,  Epistle,  and  Gospel  readings.  •  •  • 

Satisfaction  Quaranteed! 


•  Reproducible  worship  planning  forms  to 
help  pastors  and  worship  leaders  plan 
all  the  elements  of  the  worship  service. 

•  Services  for  Ash  Wednesday.  Holy 
Thursday,  Good  Friday,  and  Thanksgiving. 

•  Suggestions  for  vocal  solos,  anthems, 
heytward  selections,  and  much  morel 

CAO-082986.  $  1  7.00 

©Cokesbury 
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Consent  Calendar  Explanation 

There  are  three  consent  calendars:  A)  concurrence  with  proposed  changes  to  the  Discipline.  B)  concurrence  with  petitions  on 
non-Disciphnary  matters.  C)  non-concurrence  on  DiscipUnary  and  non-Disciphnary  items.  The  first  day  items  will  be  listed  as  01. 
The  second  day  will  be  listed  02,  and  so  forth.  Items  can  be  placed  on  the  consent  calendar  if:  1)  no  more  than  five  votes  were  cast 
against  the  prevailing  position;  2)  it  has  no  financial  implications;  3)  the  proposal  does  not  require  a  constitutional  amendment.  Any 
five  delegates  may  have  a  consent  calendar  item  removed  by  signing  the  appropriate  form  found  in  Room  204.  This  form  must  be  re- 
turned to  the  secretary  by  3  p.m.  on  the  day  it  appears  in  the  DCA. 
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176  -602.4 

Subject:  Add  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries  conf.  director  to 
membership  of  a.c. 

Committee  Item:  CO34-602.4-A 
Petition: 

30430-CO-602.4-D,  Pg.  174 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  75 ;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  3 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Delete  "and 
district"  and  delete  "s"  in  "directors". 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


177-1207.1 

Subject:  Two  youtli  may  be 
elected  to  serve  a  tliird  year  as 
ex-officio  members 

Committee  Item:  DI6- 1207.1 -A 
Petition: 
31563-DI-1207.1-D,  Pg.  292 
Membership:  109;  Present:  95; 
For:  95 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  a  sentence  to  the  end  of  1 207. 1 : 

In  addition,  as  many  as  two  elected 
youth  members  may  be  selected  to  serve 
a  third  contiguous  year  as  ex-ofTicio 
member(s)with  vote. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


178-1207.2 

Subject:  Change  election 

process  to  ensure  broader 

representation 

Committee  Item:  DI8-1207.2-A 
Petition: 
31564-DI-1207.2-D,  Pg.  292 
Membership:  109;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  will  recom- 
mend is  changed  to  may  recommend: 

Amend  1207.2a: 

Each  of  the  five  racial  and  ethnic  na- 
tional caucuses  (Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  Metodistas  Associados 
Representando  la  Causa  de  His- 
pano-Americanos,  National  Federation 
of  Asian  American  United  Methodists, 
Native  American  International  Caucus, 
PaciFic  Islander  National  Caucus  United 
Methodists)  wiU  may  recommend  one 
youth  to  serve  on  the  Steering  Committee 
as  an  at  large  member.  The  Steering 
Committee  will  select  the  youth  with  dis- 
ability and  the  racial  and  ethnic  adult  by 
process  of  application.  The  youth  recom- 
mended by  the  caucuses  and  elected  to 
the  Steering  Committee,  and  the  mem- 
bers selected  by  the  Steering  Committee 
will  be  full  members  of  the  Steering  Com- 
mittee, entitled  to  the  same  rights  as 
members  elected  from  their  jurisdic- 
tions. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


179  -1207.2 

Subject:  Two  youth  members 
may  serve  a  third  contiguous 
year  as  ex-officio 

Committee  Item:  DI9-1207.2-A 
Petition: 

31565-DI-1207.2-D,Pg.  292 
Membership:  109;  Present:  95; 
For:  95 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Replace  current  text  with  the  fol- 
lowing new  text  in  1207.2b  and  re- 
number accordingly: 

b)  As  many  as  two  elected  youth  mem- 
bers may  be  added  for  a  third  contiguous 
year  as  ex-ofncio  members  (with  vote) 
nominated  by  the  Administrative  Com- 
mittee and  approved  by  the  NYMO  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

180-III6 
Subject:  Delineate 
congregational  planning  role  in 
small  group  experiences 

Committee  Item:  DI21-1116-A 
Petition: 

30465-DI-1116-D,Pg.  289 
Membership:  109;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

add  foomote 

2a:  quote  is  rewritten  version  of  Wes- 
ley's general  rule.  The  quote  was  written  by 
David  Lowes  Watson  and  is  found  most  re- 
cently in  "A  Guide  For  Covenant  Disciple- 
ship"  (published  by  Discipieship 
Resources). 

In  2c  strike  the  reference  to  257,1b 

a)  promoting  the  General  Rule 
of  Discipieship:  "To  witness  to  Je- 
sus Christ  in  the  world  and  to  fol- 
low his  teachings  through  acts  of 
compassionjustice,  worship,  and 
devotion,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit"*; 

c)  providing  resources,  train- 
ing, and  support  services  for  revi- 
talizing the  role  of  class  leaders 
(257.  lo)  so  that  they  may  inter- 
pret the  General  Rule  of  Disciple- 
ship  to  all  church  members  and 
assist  the  pastor  in  fostering  mu- 
tual accountability  throughout 
the  congregation; 

d)  providing  consultative  ser- 
vices to  jurisdictions,  confer- 
ences, and  districts  in  the 
introduction  and  development  of 
Covenant  Discipieship  Groups 
and  class  leaders  in  congrega- 
tions. 

*quote  is  rewritten  version  ot  Wes- 
ley's general  rule.  The  quote  was  written 
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by  David  Lones  Watson  and  Is  found 
most  recently  in  "A  Guide  For  Covenant 
Discipleship"  (published  by  Discipleship 
Resources). 

( 1  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


181  -1210 

Subject:  Youth  Senice  Fund 

organization  and  project 

selection 

Committee  Item:  DI23-1210-C 
Petition: 

31568-DI-1210-D,Pg.  293 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


182  -1207.4 

Subject:  NYMO  orean.steering 
committee  responsibilities 
Committee  Item:  DI24-1207.4-A 
Petition: 

31566-DI-1207.4-D,Pg.  293 
Membership:  109;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

P  g  should  close  with  to  the  General 
board  of  Discipleship  for  its  information 
and  evaluative  response. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


183  -1209 

Subject:  Re-order  percentages 

of  fund  distribution 

Committee  Item:  DI25-1209-A 
Petition: 

31567-DI-1209-D,Pg.  293 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Further  amend  last  sentence  of 
1209: 

A  minimum  of  SOperecfit  70  percent  of 
the  naiionol  general  portion  of  the  Youth 
Service  Fund  shall  be  used  for  projects,  and 
30  percent  shall  be  used  for  resource  pro- 
motion and  interpretation.  United  Meth- 
odist Communications  shall  assist  S'YMO 
in  promotion  and  interpretation  of  the 
Youth  Service  Fund. 

[  ]  ConcurreiKe  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


184  -600 

Subject:  Add  language 
describing  Conference 
Committee  on  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI27-600-A 
Petition: 

30440-DI-600-D,  Pg.  283 
Membership:  109;  Present:  88; 
For:  87;  Against:  I ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  delete  lan- 
guage "add  as  new  paragraph  following  630 
in  rationale. 

Add  to  line  1 9.. ..and  to  relate  to  the  Con- 
ference Board  of  Laity  and  to the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship 

Add  to  line  29  Lay  Speaking  Ministries 
or  their  equivalent 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


185-1115.6 

Subject:  Clarify  language  of  Lay 

Speaking  Ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI28-1 115.6-C 
Petition: 

30461-DI-1115.6-D,Pg.  289 
Membership:  109;  Present:  88; 
For:  87;  Against:  I ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


186  -630.2 

Subject:  Conference  board  of 
laity  mav  work  with  other 
appropriate  conference  bodies 

Committee  Item:  DI3I-630.2-C 
Petition: 

30441-DI-630.2-D,  Pg.284 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


187  -630.2 

Subject:  Change  name  of  Laity 

Day  to  LaitY  Sunday 

Committee  ftem:  DI32-630.2-A 
Petition: 

30442-DI-630.2-D,  Pg.  284 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 


Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:add  words 
ministry  of  the  laity 

strike  to  the  work  of  the  lay  leaders 

Amend  630.2d: 

To  provide  support  and  direction  for 
the  ministry  of  the  laityfor  such  loy  pro 
grams  as  lay  speaking,  the  oboers'once  of 
Laity  Boy.  and  to  the  work  of  lay  leaders  on 
the  local,  and  district,  and  annual  confer- 
ence levels  and  to  promote  the  obser- 
vance of  Laity  Sunday. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


188  -630.2 

Subject:  Conf.  Board  of  Laity 
shall  provide  organization, 
direction/support  for  local 
church  leaders 

Committee  Item:  DI33-630.2-C 
Petition: 

30443-DI-630.2-D,  Pg.  284 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcunence  Dale  / 


189  -660.2 

Subject:  Replace  "lay  speaking" 

with  Lay  Speaking  Ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI34-660.2-C 
Petition: 

30447-DI-660.2-D,  Pg.  285 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  94;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  CoiKunence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


190   630  5 

Subject:  Pluralize  and  capitalize 

Lav  Speaking  Ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI36-630.5-C 
Petition: 

30445-DI-630.5-D,  Pg.  284 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale  / 
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191  -630.3 

Subject:  Conference  Board  of 
Laity  to  include  conference  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries  rep 

Committee  Item:  DI37-630.3-A 
Petition: 

30444-DI-630.3-D,  Pg.  284 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  92;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:delete  at  least 
one  member .... 

Amend  second  line  of  first  sen- 
tence of  630. 3: 

. .  .conference  lay  leader,  associate  con- 
ference lay  leaders,  the  conference  direc- 
tor of  Lay  Speaking  Ministries  and  at 
least  one  other  member  of  the  conference 
committee  on  Lay  Speaking  Ministries, 
the  presidents  .  .  . 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


192  -654.6 

Subject:  District  lay  leader  shall 
serve  on  district  committee  on 
Lay  Speaking  Ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI38-654.6-C 
Petition: 

30446-DI-654.6-D,  Pg.  285 
Membership:  109;  Present:  86; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


193  -661 

Subject:  District  committee  on 
Lay  Speaking  Ministries  shall  be 
consistent  with  conference 
committee 

Committee  Item:  DI39-661-C 
Petition: 

30448-DI-661-D,  Pg.  286 
Membership:  109;  Present:  86; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


194-272.1 

Subject:  Lay  speaker  to  be 
certified  must  nave  dist.  com. 
review/approve  qualiflcations 

Committee  Item:  DI47-272.1-A 
Petition: 


30429-DI-272.1-D,  Pg.  280 
Membership:  109;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  strike:  district 
committee;  add:  appropriate  committee. 

Had  his  or  her  qualifications  reviewed 
and  approved  by  the  district  committee 
appropriate  committee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


195  -654 

Subject:  Clarify  election  and 
membership  of  district  lay 
leaders  and  associates 

Committee  Item:  DI52-654-A 
Petition: 

31882-DI-654-D,  Pg.  1831 
Membership:  109;  Present:  84; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:^654.2,  re- 
store: annual,  strike;  district;  ^654.5, 
restore;  annual,  strike;  district. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

196  -610.4 

Subject:  Change  committee  to 
commission  on  communication 

Committee  Item:  FAl  1-610.4-C 
Petition: 

30479-FA-610.4-D,Pg.425 
Membership:  97;  Present:  87; 
For:  82;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

197  -66 

Subject:  White  people  have 
privileges  denied  to  people  of 
color 

Committee  Item:  F04-66-A 
Petition: 

31663-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1284 
Membership:  116;  Present:  108; 
For:  103;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Add  the  following  between  the 
fifth  and  sixth  sentences  of  first 
paragraph  of  66.A:Rccognizing  that 


White  people  in  U.S.  society  are  unfairly 
granted  privileges  and  benefits  that  are 
denied  to  persons  of  color. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


198  -66.-1 

Subject:  People  with  disabilities 
have  a  rightful  place  in  both 
church  and  society 

Committee  Item:  Ft)7-66.-I-C 
Petition: 

30403-FO-66.G-D,  Pg.  512 
Membership:  116;  Present:  109; 
For:  1 09;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


199  -66.-1 

Subject:  List  of  abuses  children 
need  protection  from  to  include 
emotional  abuse 

Committee  Item:  F08-66.-I-C 
Petition: 

30078-FO-66.C-D,Pg.  510 
Membership:  116;  Present:  109; 
For:  107;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


200  -66.-1 

Subject:  Members  of  racial  & 
ethnic  groups  have  ri^ht  of 
equal  access  to  financial 
opportunities 

Committee  Item:  F09-66.-1-C 
Petition: 

30496-FO-66.A-D,  Pg.  1283 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  109; 
For:  107;  Against:  2 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


201    66 

Subject:  Add  "young  people"  to 

title 

Committee  Item:  FOI 1-66-A 
Petition: 

31214-FO-66-D,  Pg.  507 
Membership:  116;  Present:  110; 
For:  106;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 
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The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Retain  the  word  children  in  166.G. 
[  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

202  -66 

Subject:  Sustainable  agriculture 

Committee  Item:  F012-66-A 
Petition: 

30499-FO-66-D,  Pg.  506 
Membership:  116;  Present:  110; 
For:  106;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Insert  the  phrase,  to  a  minimum  at  the 

end  of  the  second  paragraph. 

Delete  the  phrase,  guarantee  finoncial 
security,  and  insert  promotes  a  livelihood 
in  paragraph  I . 

( 1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

203  -66 

Subject:  Church  promote 
positive  uses  of  the  Internet  and 
work  with  civic  groups  to  make 
it  safe 

Committee  Item:  F013-66-A 
Petition: 

30495-FO-66-D,  Pg.  506 
Membership:  116;  Present:  110; 
For:  110;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  a  new  subparagraph  follow- 
ing 66P  inserting  two  word 
changes: 

The  /nr^r/trt— Development  of  the 
Internet  and  other  electronic  means  of 
communication  is  radically  changing  the 
May  in  vkhich  many  people  communicate. 
The  Internet  provides  creative  opportu- 
nities for  human  advancement  drawing 
upon  vast  resources  around  the  world. 
The  positive  consequences  of  the  Internet 
continue  to  expand:  adults  and  children 
can  contact  their  peers  anywhere,  utilize 
the  resources  of  the  world  to  nurture 
their  minds  and  »pif44  spirits,  and  look  for 
ways  to  attain  their  goals.  Therefore,  the 
church  should  promote  positive  uses  of 
the  Internet,  and  equal  access  to  it.  How- 
ever, the  Internet  also  exposes  users  to 
gra\e  dangers.  Therefore,  the  Internet 
must  be  managed  responsibly,  especially 
for  children,  in  order  to  maximize  its 
benefits,  while  minimizing  the  risk  of  ex- 


posure to  inappropriate  and  Illegal  mate- 
rials. Religious  and  civic  groups  RMtst 
should  work  together  to  make  the 
Internet  a  safer  place  for  all. 

( 1  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


204  -66 

Subject:  Minister  and  treat 
those  with  HIV  and  AIDS  with 
dignity  and  respect 

Committee  Item:  FO 15-66- A 
Petition: 

30164-FO-66-D,  Pg.  505 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 10; 
For:  107;  Against;  1;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Change  the  second  paragraph  to  read: 

All  individuals  living  with  HIV  and 

AIDS  should  be  treated  with  dignity  and 

respect. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

205  -66.-1 

Subject:  Oppose  cloning  of 
humans 

Committee  Item:  F02 1-66.-1 -A 
Petition: 

30003-FO-66.M-D,  Pg.  1283 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  98; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

We  condemn  any  experimentation  into 
oppose  the  cloning  of  humans  er  and  the 
genetic  manipulation  of  the  gender  of  an  un- 
born child. 


[  ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

318-64 

Subject:  Preservation  of 

old-growth  forests 

Committee  Item:  F026-64-C 
Petition: 

30195-FO-64-D,  Pg.  1276 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  108; 
For:  107;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


319  -64 

Subject:  A  call  for  policies  that 

support  food  safetv 

Committee  Item:  F027-64-C 
Petition: 

30196-FO-64-D,  Pg.  1276 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  108; 
For:  1 06;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

1  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

206  -65-1 

Subject:  Faithful  care  of  the 
dying 

Committee  Item:  FO30-65.-1-A 
Petition: 

30549-FO-65.L-D,  Pg.  504 
Membership:  116;  Present:  113; 
For:  112;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  current  text  of  ^65.L  to 
read  as  follows: 

Death  with  Dignity  Faithful  Care  of  the 
Dying  -  We  applaud  medical  science  for  ef- 
forts to  prevent  disease  and  illness  and  for 
advances  in  treatment  that  extend  the  mean- 
ingful life  of  human  beings.  At  the  same 
time,  in  the  varying  atagco  of  death  and  life 
that  advances  in  medical  science  have  ocoa 
sioned.  care  for  the  dying  is  part  of  our 
stewardship  of  the  divine  gift  of  life.  The 
use  of  medical  technologies  to  prolong 
terminal  illnesses  requires  responsible 
judgment  about  when  life-sustaining 
treatments  truly  support  the  goals  of  life, 
and  when  they  have  reached  their  limits. 
There  is  no  moral  or  religious  obligation 
to  use  these  when  they  impose  undue  bur- 
dens or  only  extend  the  process  of  dying. 
Dying  persons  and  their  families  thus 
have  the  liberty  to  discontinue  treat- 
ments when  they  cease  to  be  of  benefit  to 
the  patient. 

We  recognize  the  agonizing  personal 
and  moral  decisions  faced  by  the  dying, 
their  physicians,  their  families,  and  their 
fnends.  We  urge  that  decisions  faced  by 
the  dying  be  made  with  thoughtful  and 
prayerful  consideration  by  the  parties  in- 
volved, with  medical,  pastoral,  and  other 
appropriate  counsel.  Even  when  one 
ceases  to  resist  death,  the  church  and  so- 
ciety must  continue  to  provide  faithful 
care,  including  pain  relief,  companion- 
ship, support,  and  spiritual  nurture  for 
the  dying  person  in  the  hard  work  of  pre- 
paring for  death.  Therefore,  we  naacrt  the 
nght  of  every  pcpjon  to  die  in  dignity,  with 


1898 


Consent  Calendar  A02 


May  6, 2000 


loving  personal  care  and  without  cfForta  to 
prolong  terminal  illnesses  merely  because 
the  technology  is  availoble  to  do  so. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


207-331.1 

Subject:  Define  ministry  as 
action  that  brings  otiiers  to 
know  Clirist  and  become 
professing  members 

Committee  Item:  HE52-331.1-C 
Petition: 

30358-HE-331.1-D,Pg.  965 
Membership:  108;  Present:  105; 
For:  104;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


208  -328.3 
Subject:  Delete  328.3 

Committee  Item:  HE53-328.3-C 
Petition: 

3081  l-HE-328.3-D,Pg.  963 
Membership:  108;  Present:  105; 
For:  102;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


209-331  1 

Subject:  Is  duty  of  "all 
appointed  pastors"  to  prepare 

Earents  &  sponsors  before 
aptism  &  communion 

Committee  Item:  HE56-331.I-C 
Petition: 

31119-HE-331.1-D,  Pg.  965 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  102;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

1  I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

210  -262.2 

Subject:  Educate  the  church 
community  about  the  value  of 
diversity  in  clery  and  lay  staff 

Committee  Item:  LCI  1-262.2-A 
Petition: 

30140-LC-262.2-D,  Pg.  1133 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  75;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  an  additional  section  after 
number  eleven  in  262.2(f): 

To  educate  the  (etei  church  commu- 
nity concerning  on  the  value  of  diversity 
of  i«-tfce  selection  and  reception  of  in 
clergy  and  lay  staffand  (e  develop  anteiig 
the  whole  community  a  commitment  to 
same,  visible  diversity  in  the  church's 
staffing. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


211  -262.2 

Subject:  UMC  affirms  support 
of  those  with  disabilities  for  all 
its  ministries 

Committee  Item:  LC13-262.2-A 
Petition: 
30126-LC-262.2-D,  Pg.  1130 
Membership:  98;  Present:  78; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  first  sentence  of  262.2/)  (7): 

If)  (7)  To  enlist,  interview,  evaluate  . . . 
recognizing  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  affirms  the  biblical  and  theological 
support  of  persons  regardless  of  gender, 
race,  ethnic  origin  or  disabilities  women 
and  men  of  all  races  and  ethnic  origin  in 
eluding  those  with  disabilities  for  these 
ministries.  . . . 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


212  -2543.8 

Subject:  Building  projects  need 
written  documentation  of 
approval  of  CC  &  Dis.Bd  of 
Ch.Location  &  Bldg 
Committee  Item:  LCI 4-2543. 8-A 
Petition: 

30975-LC-2543.8-D,  Pg.  1138 
Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 
For:  83;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  2543.8: 

After  approval  by  the  charge  conference 
and  district  board  of  church  location  and 
building,  the  building  committee  may  begin 
the  building  project  or  remodeling  project. 
Written  documentation  substantiating 
the  approvals  of  the  charge  conference 
and  the  district  board  of  church  location 
and  building  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Dis- 
trict Superintendent^  and  the  secretary 
of  the  Charge  Conference 


tary  of  the  district  board  of  church 
location  and  building. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


213  -2543 

Subject:  Building  contractor 
shall  provide  proof  of  security 
for  local  church 

Committee  Item:  LC15-2543-C 
Petition: 

30463-LC-2543-D,  Pg.  1138 
Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 
For:  85;  Against:  I;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


214  -2543 

Subject:  Develop  chancel  area 
accessibility 

Committee  Item:  LC16-2543-A 
Petition: 

30417-LC-2543-D,Pg.  1137 
Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  2543  c)  (2),  (3);  add  a  new  sub- 
paragraph as  4;  36)  (2);  4c)  (3);  5  b): 

c)  (2)  project  the  potential  membership 
with  average  attendance;  end 

(3)  write  up  the  church's  program  of 
ministry  (201-204)  and 

(4)  develop  an  accessibility  plan  in- 
cluding chancel  areas. 

3. ft)  (2)  purchase  a  parsonage  without 
the  handicapped  accessible  features  for 
persons  with  disabilities  specified  above 
and  remodel  it  within  one  year's  time,  so 
that  it  does  have  those  features. 

4.c)(3)  provide  adequate  facilities  for 
parking,  entrance,  seating,  restrooms,  and 
handioopped  accessibility  for  persons 
with  disabilities,  but  providing  for  such  ad- 
equate .  . . 

S  b)  the  preliminary  architectural  plans, 
including  accessibility  plans; 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

215  -2524 

Subject:  Pastor  is  not  voting 
member  of  Trustees  unless 
elected  as  a  member 

Committee  Item:  LC19-2524-C 
Petition: 
31192-LC-2524-D,  Pg.  1135 
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Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 
For:  84;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Comminee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


216-2550 
Subject:  Delete  2550 

Committee  Item:  LC21-2550-C 
Petition: 

31111-LC-2550-D,  Pg,  1140 
Membership:  98;  Present:  86; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 


[  ]  ConcutretKC  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

217-224 

Subject:  Change  administration 

and  name  of  IVfilitarv  Roll 

Committee  Item:  LC23-224-C 
Petition: 

30422-LC-224-D,  Pg.  1107 
Membership:  98;  Present:  86; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

TTie  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 


218-228 

Subject:  Clarify  affiliate 

membership 

Committee  Item:  LC26-228-C 
Petition: 

30330-LC-228-D,  Pg.  1 109 
Membership:  98;  Present:  86; 
For:  84;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


219-233 

Subject:  Regarding  language  of 
removal  of  names 

Committee  Item:  LC30-233-C 
Petition: 

30333-LC-233-D,  Pg.  1110 
Membership:  98;  Present:  85; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


220  -234.2 

Subject:  The  sequential 
numbering  in  membership 
records  not  needed  in  electronic 
form 

Committee  Item:  LC31-234.2-C 
Petition: 

30249-LC-234.2-D,  Pg.  1110 
Membership:  98;  Present:  69; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

221  -234.1 

Subject:  Permanent  church 
membership  records,  whether 
paper  or  electronic,  to  have  info, 
required  by  GCFA 
Committee  Item:  LC32-234.1-C 
Petition: 

30248-LC-234.1-D,  Pg.  1110 
Membership:  98;  Present:  68; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recotnmends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


222  -236 

Subject:  Change  the  title  before 

paragraph  236 

Committee  Item:  LC33-236-C 
Petition: 

30335-LC-236-D,  Pg.  1 1 1 1 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


223  -236 

Subject:  Professing  members 
can  be  removed  from  roll  bv 
various  ways  including  trial 
court 

Committee  Item:  LC35-236-A 
Petition: 

30336-LC-236-D,  Pg.  1 1 1 1 
Membership:  98;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  236: 

Membcfohip  Professing  members 
Members  in  a  local  church  may  be  termi 
Hated  removed  from  the  roll  by  death, 
transfer,  withdrawal,  expulsion,  or  actions 
of  either  the  charge  conference  or  trial 
court  (see  paragraph  2627.4).  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  pastor  of  the  charge,  or  of  the 
membership  secretary  to  keep  an  accurate 
record  of  all  terminotiows  removals  of 
membership  and  to  report  to  each  charge 
conference  the  names  of  all  persons  whose 
membership  has  t>een  tcrminotod  removed 
since  the  conference  preceding,  in  each  in- 
stance indicating  the  reason  for  such  termi  ■ 
natien  action. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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224  -R446 

Subject:  Global  debt  crisis:a  call 

for  jubilee 

Committee  Item:  CS26-R446-A 
Petition: 

30513-CS-R446-U,  Pg.  123 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 


For:  85;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  13; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

In  Section  VII. C.  ...includes  civil  society; 
struggle  advocate  for... 


....local  congregations;  and  organize  ef 
and  assist... 

[  I  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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225  -R494 

Subject:  Assistance  &  sanctuary 
and  deportation  relief  for 
Central  American  &  Caribbean 
refugees 

Committee  Item:  CS27-R494-A 
Petition: 

30518-CS-R494-U,  Pg.  134 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Add  Salvadorean,  African  and  other 
refugees  in  title  and  body  wherever  "Cen- 
tral American  and  Caribbean"  appears. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


226  -R525 

Subject:  Opposition  to  the 
deportation  of  Salvadoran 
refugees  from  the  US 

Committee  Item:  CS28-R525-C 
Petition: 

30519-CS-R525-U,Pg.  139 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  28; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


227  -NonDis 

Subject:  Globalization  and  its 
impact  on  human  dignity  & 
human  rights 

Committee  Item:  CS29-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30531-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  54 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  93 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

228  -NonDis 
Subject:  Welfare  reform 

Committee  Item:  CS30-NonDis-A 

Petition: 

31951-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1648 
Membership:  120;  Present:  102; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Add  in  paragraph  beginning  "Therefore" 
after  Church  and  Society  and/or  its  equiv- 
alent. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

229  -NonDis 

Subject:  Aging  in  the  US:  the 

Church's  response 

Committee  Item:  CS3 1 -NonDis-A 

Petition: 
30582-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  67 
Membership:  120;  Present:  100; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

In  III.B.2.(F)  change  Eftswe  Develop... 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


230  -R60 

Subject:  Energy  policy 

statement 

Committee  Item:  CS34-R60-A 
Petition: 

30503-CS-R60-U,  Pg.  105 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

In  third  paragraph,  ....becoming  God's 
avont  garde  in... 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


231  -NonDis 

Subject:  On  human  cloning 

Committee  Item:  CS35-NonDis-A 

Petition: 

30530-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  53 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  90;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  10; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

In  paragraph  #2.  Add  ....procedures  re- 
lated to  human  cloning  which  generate... 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


232  -NonDis 

Subject:  Immigration  and 

amnesty 

Committee  Item:  CS36-NonDis-C 


Petition: 

31286-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  91 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  96;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


233  -NonDis 

Subject:  Capital  punishment 

Committee  Item:  CS47-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30587-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  79 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  100;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcucience  Date   / 


234  -NonDis 

Subject:  Boycott  Detroit  News, 

Detroit  Free  Press  and  USA 

Today 

Committee  Item:  CS48-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30033-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  41 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  1 0 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


235  -R73 

Subject:  Environmental 

stewardship 

Committee  Item:  CS49-R73-C 
Petition: 

30504-CS-R73-U,  Pg.  1816 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  1 0 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


236  -R90 

Subject:  Reduction  of  water 
usage  by  UMs 

Committee  Item:  CS50-R90-C 
Petition: 

30505-CS-R90-U,  Pg.  1819 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  1 0 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 
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The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

1  I  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcuncnce  Date   / 


237  -R432 

Subject:  Economic  Justice  for  a 

New  Millennium 

Committee  Item:  CS51-R432-C 
Petition: 

30509-CS-R432-U,  Pg.  118 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  )  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


238  -R440 

Subject:  Emphasis  of  concern 

for  workers 

Committee  Item:  CS52-R440-C 
Petition: 

30510-CS-R440-U,  Pg.  122 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


239  -R445 

Subject:  LMC  position  on 

gambling 

Committee  Item:  CS53-R445-C 
Petition: 

30512-CS-R445-U,  Pg.  123 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


240  -R459 

Subject:  Guidelines  for 

initiating  or  joining  an  economic 

bovcott 

Committee  Item:  CS54-R459-C 
Petition: 

30514-CS-R459-U,  Pg.  126 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  I  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


241  -R478 

Subject:  Environmental  health 

&  safety  in  workplace  and 

community 

Committee' Item:  CS55-R478-C 
Petition: 

30516-CS-R478-U,Pg.  131 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


242  -R689 

Subject:  US-Mexico  border 

Committee  Item:  CS56-R689-C 
Petition: 

30527-CS-R689-U,  Pg.  157 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


243  -Rl 

Subject:  Acts  of  repentance  for 
racism 

Committee  Item:  CS57-R1-C 
Petition: 

30541-CS-Rl-U,  Pg.  60 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


244-R161 

Subject:  Affirming  language 
diversity  in  US  &  against 
amendment  making  English  the 
official  language 

Committee  Item:  CS58-R16I-C 
Petition: 

30555-CS-R161-U,Pg.  112 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Agamst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  I  Concxirrcnce  |  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


245  -NonDis 

Subject:  Establish  a  unified  date 

for  Easter 


Committee  Item:  DIlO-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30698-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  301 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  89;  Against;  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Resolve  that  the  General  Conference  en- 
courage the  World  Council  of  Churches  to 
work  toward  the  establishment  of  a  unified 
dale  for  Easter. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


246  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  Chrysalis  at 

all  levels  of  the  church 

Committee  Item:  DI15-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30068-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  295 
Membership:  109;  Present:  98; 
For:  97;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Change  title  to:  Support  Chrysalis  at  All 
Levels  of  the  Church 

Strike  a. 

In  b.  Strike  that  (first  word) 

in  d.  Drop  first  word  That 

strike  e 

b.That  The  General  Conference  urge  all 
Annual  Conferences  to  increase  their  ef- 
forts and  resources  in  the  Chrysalis  Move- 
ment so  that  the  youth  of  our  churches  know 
and  are  in  touch  with  Christ,  and 

d.  Tha<  The  General  Conference  encour- 
age churches  to  enlist  and  involve  their 
youth,  girls  and  boys  in  the  life  and  work  of 
Chrysalis  so  that  they  may  return  and  be 
leaders  within  their  own  congregations. 

.  Furthermore,  that  the  General  Con- 
ference encourage  the  General  Board  of 
DIsclpleship  and  L'pper  Room  Ministries 
to  continue  (heir  emphasis  on  Chrysalis. 

( ]  Concurrence  (  ]  NonconcurreiKC  Dale   / 


247  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  the  Walk  to 
Emmaus  at  all  levels  of  the 
church 

Committee  Item:  DI16-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30069-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  295 
Membership:  109;  Present:  98; 
For:  97;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 
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Title:  Change  to  "Support  the  Walk  to 
Emmaus  at  all  levels  of  the  Church. 

1  St  whereas  omit  Ministry  add  Walk  to 
Emmaus: 

4th  Whereas  ...a  very  important  ministry; 
and  strike  "a". 

b.  That  ...  resources  in  the  walk  to 
Emmaus... 

Omit  movement 

strike  c 

d.  That ...  in  the  life  and  work  of  the  Walk 
to  Emmaus...  congregations. 

Strike  "e"  and  last  paragraph. 

e.  Substitute:  Futhermore  that  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  encourage  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  Upper  room 
Ministries  to  continue  their  emphasis  on 
Walk  to  Emmaus. 

Whereas,  the  Emmaus  Ministry 
Walk  to  Emmaus  is  given  to  us 
from  the  Upper  Room; 

Whereas,  this  ministry  involves  our 
members  in  a  very  important  ministry;  and 
in  the  Emmaus  Movement;  and 

b.The  General  Conference  urge  all  An- 
nual Conferences  to  increase  their  efforts 
and  resources  in  the  Walk  to  Emmaus 
Movement  so  that  the  adults  of  our  churches 
know  and  are  in  touch  with  Christ. 

d.  That  the  General  Conference  encour- 
age churches  to  enlist  and  involve  their 
adult  members,  men  and  women,  in  the  life 
and  work  of  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  so  that 
they  may  return  and  be  leaders  within  their 
own  congregations, 

e.  Furthermore  that  the  General  Con- 
ference encourage  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  Upper  Room  Ministries 
to  continue  their  emphasis  on  Walk  to 
Emmaus. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


248  -NonDis 

Subject:  Organize  a  study  of 

communion  in  the  UMC 

Committee  Item:  DI22-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
30471-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  301 
Membership:  109;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  word  should  to  paragraph  5 

Modify  P.  6  as  indicated 

Modify  P  10  as  indicated 
Whereas,  there  should  be  is-a-strong 
sense  of  the  importance  of  Holy  Commu- 
nion in  the  life  of  the  Church,  and  there  is  at 
least  an  equally  strong  sense  of  the  absence 
of  any  meaningful  understanding  of 
Eucharistic  theology  and  practice;  and 

Whereas,  there  are  persistent  questions 
and  varied  practices  related  to  including 
but  not  limited  to  frequency,  "worthi- 
ness," appropriate  elements,  modes  of  dis- 
tribution, authority  to  administer 
Communion,  length  of  service,  cffeotive 
presiding  styles,  liturgy  tone  or  mood  of 
observance,  and  understandings  of  the  sac- 
rament of  the  Lord's  Supper;  and 

And  be  it  flirther  resolved,  that  in  order 
to  give  the  work  of  the  study  committee 
high  visibility  and  priority,  at  least  two 
bishops  named  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  the  general  secretaries  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  be  on  the  study 
committee  as  well  as  laypersons,  pastors 
oflocal  churches,  and  representatives  of 
central  conferences.  Membership  shall 
reflect  the  inclusiveness  of  our  church 
with  the  understanding  that  the  designated 
agencies  (council,  boards,  and  commission) 
will  fund  the  participation  of  their  staff  in 


the  work  of  the  committee  and  that  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship  will  be  responsi- 
ble for  costs  of  the  participation  of  other 
committee  members. 

[  ]  Concuirence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


249  -NonDis 

Subject:  Financial  incentive  for 
clergy  in  churches  with  small 
membership  and/or 
town/country  settings 
Committee  Item:  LC22-NonDis-A 

Petition: 
3 1 1 39-LC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1 14 1 
Membership:  98;  Present:  84; 
For:  82;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Whereas,  churches  with  small 
memberships  require  clergv  with 
specialized  training  and  skills,  and     I 

Whereas,  such  training  is  available  at 
various  times/places  involving  personal 
costs;  and 

Whereas,  clergy  with  such  training  are 
oflen  influenced  by  financial  concerns  to 
move  to  churches  that  provide  higher  sala- 
ries; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  annual 
conferences  be  creative  and  intentional 
in  providing  clergy  in  churches  with  small 
memberships  bo  given  salary  increments 
for  each  continuous  year  of  service  in 
churches  with  small  membership;  and/or  in 
town  and  country  settings;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  annual  con- 
ferences be  creative  and  Intentional  in 
providing  financial  support  bo  given  to 
clergy  who  desire  specialized  training  for 
ministry  in  churches  with  small  member- 
ships, and/or  town  and  country  settings. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


Consent  Calendar  C02 


250  -507 

Subject:  Exclude  general  church 
agencies  from  petitioning 
Cfeneral  Conference 

Committee  Item:  CO29-507-N 
Petition: 

30935-CO-507-D,  Pg.  1826 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  74;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


251  -406 

Subject:  List  specific  powers  of 
bishops  in  BoD  so  nominees  will 
see  them 

Committee  Item:  CO32-406-N 


Petition: 
31493-CO-406-D,  Pg.  167 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  76;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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67  -NonDis 

This  Calendar  Item  was  incor- 
rectly recorded.  The  actual  vote  was 
a  recomendation  for  nonconcurence. 
With  a  vote  of  For:  95;  Against:  0; 
Not  Voting:  0.  It  appears  in  consent 
calendar  C02  in  today's  DCA. 


r  252  -509 

Subject:  Morally  binding 
guidelines  for  action  on 
resolutions 

Committee  Item:  CO33-509-N 
Petition: 

31516-CO-509-D,  Pg.  171 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  75;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 

253-15 

Subject:  Reorganize  Book  of 
Discipline  to  include  the 
constitution,  theo.  guidelines  & 
org/admin 

Committee  Item:  C035-15-N 
Petition: 

31043-CO-I5-C,  Pg.  162 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  77;  Against:  I ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

1 1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


254  -NonDis 

Subject:  Establish  a  national 

Truth  Commission  to  examine 

U.S.  support  of  human  rights 

abuses  worldwide 

Committee  Item:  CS38-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30219-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  49 
Membership:  120;  Present:  10 1; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  I  ConcurreiKe  |  ]  NotKoncuirence  Date   / 


255  -R161 

Subject:  Affirming  diversity  of 
language  &  opposmgconst. 
amendment  making  Eng.  US 
official  Ige 

Committee  Item:  CS39-RI61-N 
Petition: 

30852-CS-R161-U.  Pg.  112 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  100;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Comminee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


256  -NonDis 

Subject:  Grant  amnesty  to 

Eoultry/agricultural  workers  in 
S  and  set  up  a  new  "Bracero 
Program" 
Committee  Item:  CS40-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

31330-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  94 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


257  -NonDis 

Subject:  Restitution  in  full  to 

victims  by  perpetrators 

Committee  Item:  CS41-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

31338-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  95 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


258  -NonDis 

Subject:  Commend  Michael 

Pflegler 

Committee  Item:  CS42-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

31375-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  96 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  NoncoiKutrence  Date   i 


259  -NonDis 
Subject:  All  LMs  boycott 
movies/tv  that  show  degrading 
films  and  shows 

Committee  Item:  CS43-NonDis-N 

Petition: 
31706-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  99 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


260  -NonDis 

Subject:  TV  awareness  week 

Committee  Item:  CS44-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

31721-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  100 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  [)ate  / 


261  -NonDis 

Subject:  Permanent  ban  on 

cloning  of  human  beings 

Committee  Item:  CS45-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

31328-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  93 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  1 0 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


262  -NonDis 

Subject:  Gen'l  Conf.  urge  state 

&  natM  legisla.  bodies  to  support 

more  contraceptive/health/ed. 

services 

Committee  Item:  CS46-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30672-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  85 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  100;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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263-1115 

Subject:  "Laos"  at  every  age 
shall  be  trained  and  enabled  to 
minister  and  witness 

Committee  Item:  DI26-1 1 15-N 
Petition: 

30460-DI-1115-D,Pg.  289 
Membership:  109;  Present:  88; 
For:  87;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

264  -270 

Subject:  Change  lay  "speaker" 

to  lay  "servants" 

Committee  Item:  DI41-270-N 
Petition: 

30895-DI-270-D,  Pg.  278 
Membership:  109;  Present:  87; 
For:  84;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


265-270.1 

Subject:  Change  lay  "speaker" 
to  "minister  ofpastoral  care" 

Committee  Item:  DI42-270.1-N 
Petition: 

31112-DI-270.1-D,Pg.  278 
Membership:  109;  Present:  87; 
For:  86;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


266-271.1 

Subject:  Change  lay  "speaker" 
to  "minister  of  pastoral  care" 
for  candidates  to  this  ministry 

Committee  Item:  DI43-271.1-N 
Petition: 
31113-DI-271.1-D,Pg.  278 
Membership:  109;  Present:  87; 
For:  87;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


267-271.1 

Subject:  Local  church  lay 
speaker  must  complete  an 
approved  course  on  spiritual 
gifts 

Committee  Item:  DI44-271.1-N 

Petition: 
31116-DI-271.1-D,Pg.279 
Membership:  109;  Present:  87; 
For:  85;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

268  -272 

Subject:  Certified  lay  speaker 

changes  to  "minister  ofpastoral 

care 

Committee  Item:  DI45-272-N 
Petition: 
31114-DI-272-D,Pg.  279 
Membership:  109;  Present:  87; 
For:  87;  Against:  0;Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


271  -272.3 

Subject:  Offer  opportunties  to 

improve  skills 

Committee  Item:  DI49-272.3-N 
Petition: 

31276-DI-272.3-D,Pg.  280 
Membership:  109;  Present:  84; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


272  -272.3 

Subject:  Lay  speakers  may 
receive  creclit  tor  attending  any 
of  three  additional  events 

Committee  Item:  DI50-272.3-N 
Petition: 

30897-DI-272.3-D,  Pg.  280 
Membership:  109;  Present:  86; 
For:  83;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


269  -272 

Subject:  Certified  lay  speaker 
candidate  must  complete  an 
approved  course  on  spiritual 
gifts  discernment 
Committee  Item:  DI46-272-N    , 
Petition: 
31117-DI-272-D,Pg.  279 
Membership:  109;  Present:  87; 
For:  85;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Conunittee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


270  -272.3 

Subject:  Certified  lay  speaker  to 
have  at  least  six  months  as  a 
Mission  Disciple 

Committee  Item:  DI48-272.3-N 
Petition: 
30896-DI-272.3-D,  Pg.  280 
Membership:  109;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  1  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


273  -630.1 

Subject:  AC  shall  have  a  conf. 
board  of  laity  or  other  structure 
to  provide  for  these  functions 

Committee  Item:  DI51-630.I-N 

Petition: 

3I227-DI-630.1-D,Pg.  284 
Membership:  109;  Present:  84; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


274-249.11 

Subject:  Change  lay  "speaker" 

to  "minister" 

Committee  Item:  DI53-249.1 1-N 
Petition: 
31115-DI-249.Il-D,Pg.  302 
Membership:  109;  Present:  84; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


275  -NonDis 

Subject:  Defmition  of  a  mission 

disciple 
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Committee  Item:  DI54-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31367-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  303 
Membership:  109;  Present:  84; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


276-811.5 

Subject:  Redirection  of  funds  as 
a  means  to  full  payment  of 
apportionments 

Committee  Item:  FA15-811.5-N 
Petition: 

30956-FA-811.5-D,  Pg.440 
Membership:  97;  Present:  82; 
For:  78;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


277  -66 

Subject:  Rights  of  persons  with 

disabilities 

Committee  Item:  F01-66-N 
Petition: 

31936-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1286 
Membership:  116;  Present:  108; 
For:  108;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


278  -66 

Subject:  Rights  of  the  aging 

Committee  fiem:  F02-66-N 
Petition: 

31935-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1285 
Membership:  116;  Present:  108; 
For:  108;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


279  -66 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  F05-66-N 
Petition: 

31661-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1283 
Membership:  116;  Present:  109; 
For:  104;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/4 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


280  -66 

Subject:  Equal  rights  regardless 
of  social  or  economic  class 

Committee  Item:  F014-66-N 
Petition: 

30197-FO-66-D,Pg.  506 
Membership:  116;  Present:  1 10; 
For:  1 1 0;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


281  -R428 

Subject:  Prohibit  the  sale  and/or 

possession  of  alcohol  on  UM 

campuses 

Committee  Item:  F017-R428-N 
Petition: 

30211-FO-R428-U,Pg.  560 
Membership:  116;  Present:  102; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Conunittee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  1  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


282  -NonDis 

Subject:  Require  UM  related 

educational  mstitutions  to 

firohibit  alcohol  or  lose  UMC 
unding 
Committee  Item:  F018-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30257-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  531 
Membership:  116;  Present:  102; 
For:  97;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


283  -66.-1 

Subject:  Moderation  in  alcohol 
consumption  for  some 

Committee  Item:  F019-66.-1-N 
Petition: 

30245-FO-66.J-D,  Pg.  506 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  102; 
For:  99;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 


*The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


284  -66.-1 

Subject:  Clarify  position  on 

drugs 

Committee  Item:  F023-66.-1-N 
Petition: 

30012-FO-66.J-D,Pg.  512 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recotnmends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


285  -65.-1 

Subject:  Remove  last  sentence  to 
avoid  being  "joined"  in  ministry 
to  mafia,  porn  &  drug  dealers 

Committee  Item:  F024-65.-1-N 
Petition: 

31799-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  1282 
Membership:  116;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


286  -65.-1 

Subject:  Oppose  euthanasia 

Committee  Item:  F03 1  -65.- 1  -N 
Petitions: 

30016-FO-65.L-D,  Pg.  504; 

30547-FO-65.L-D,  Pg.  504; 

31644-FO-65.L-D,  Pg.482 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  113; 
For:  113;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


287-331.3 

Subject:  Annuallv  read  and 

explain  General  dules  in  each 

congregation 

Committee  Item:  HE47-331.3-N 
Petition: 

30048-HE-331.3-D,  Pg.  965 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
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[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


288-331 

Subject:  Add  a  Disciplinary 
paragraph  reference 

Committee  Item:  HE49-331-N 
Petition: 

30906-HE-331-D,  Pg.  964 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  98;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

289-331.3 

Subject:  Pastoral  responses  to 
be  priestly  as  outlined  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline 

Committee  Item:  HE50-331.3-N 
Petition: 

30142-HE-331.3-D,Pg.  1816 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  103;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


290-331.1 

Subject:  Change  "ordained 
ministers"  to  "all  clergy 
members" 

Committee  Item:  HE57-331.1-N 
Petition: 

30612-HE-331.1-D,  Pg.  965 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


291  -331.1 
Subject:  Speciflcs  for 
solemnizing  a  marriage  by  a 
pastor 

Committee  Item:  HE58-331.1-N 
Petition: 

31003-HE-331.1-D,Pg.  966 
Membership:  108;  Present:  104; 
For:  1 00;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


292  -262.2 

Subject:  Notify  non-appointed 

employee  of  meeting 

Committee  Item:  LC12-262.2-N 
Petition: 

30044-LC-262.2-D,  Pg.  1132 
Membership:  98;  Present:  80; 
For:  79;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


293  -2542.1 

Subject:  Need  written  consent  of 
pastor,bi$hop  and  3/4  of  cabinet 
to  mortgage  church  property 

Committee  Item:  LC 17-2542. 1-N 
Petition: 

30974-LC-2542.1-D,Pg.  1137 
Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


294  -228 

Subject:  Affiliate  and  associate 

membership 

Committee  Item:  LC25-228-N 
Petition: 

30040-LC-228-D,  Pg.  1108 
Membership:  98;  Present:  86; 
For:  83;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


295  -229.2 

Subject:  Remove  name  after  a 

year 

Committee  Item:  LC29-229.2-N 
Petition: 

30041-LC-229.2-D,Pg.  1109 
Membership:  98;  Present:  85; 
For:  84;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date  / 


296  -235 

Subject:  Local  church 
membership  sec'ty  send  each 
member  a  Church  Renewal 
Oath 

Committee  Item:  LC34-235-N 
Petition: 

30992-LC-235-D,  Pg.  1110 
Membership:  98;  Present:  73; 
For:  73 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


Calendar  Items 


297-507.1 

Subject:  Lobbying  by  gen'l 
agency  staff  prohibitea 

Committee  Item:  CO30-507.1-N 
Petition: 

30936-CO-507.1-D,  Pg.  169 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  65;  Against:  1 4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

298  -509 

Subject:  Gen'l  church  agency 
shail  be  disciplined  if  it  makes 
statements  contrary  to  BoD 

Committee  Item:  CO31-509-N 


Petition: 

31515-CO-509-D,Pg.  171 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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299  -NonDis 

Subject:  Repeal  '^no  fault" 

divorce 

Committee  Item:  CS32-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

31376-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  96 
Membership:  120;  Present:  100; 
Fo""  83;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Daic:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  CoocuiTcnce  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

300-0 

Subject:  Eliminate  Gen'  Bd  of 
Church  &  Society 

Committee  Item:  CS33-0-N 
Petition: 

31259-CS-0-D,Pg.  90 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  79;  Against:  13;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  NoncorKurrence  Date  / 


301  -R535 

Subject:  Gun  violence  in  the 

L.S. 

Committee  Item:  CS37-R535-A 
Petition: 

30840-CS-R535-U,  Pg.  143 
Membership:  120;  Present:  96; 
For:  76;  Against:  14;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Replace  6.  with  Call  upon  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment to  establish  a  total  ban  on  own- 
ership by  the  general  public  of  handguns, 
assault  weapons,  automatic  weapon  con- 
version kits  and  weapons  that  cannot  be 
detected  by  traditionally-used  metal  de- 
tection devices. 

[  j  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


302-1115.7 

Subject:  Provide  support 
services  for  Association  of 
Conference  Directors  of  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries 
Committee  Item:  DI29-1 1  I5.7-N 
Petition: 

30081-DI-1115.7-D,  Pg.  289 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  5 1 ;  Against:  42;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


303  -629.7 

Subject:  Remove  duplicate 

information 

Committee  Item:  DI30-629.7-N 
Petition: 

30439-DI-629.7-D,  Pg.  283 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  85;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


304  -273 

Subject:  Change  "speakers"  to 

"ministers" 

Committee  Item:  DI35-273-N 
Petition: 
3I917-DI-273-D,Pg.  1273 
Membership:  109;  Present:  96; 
For:  90;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


305  -270 

Subject:  Lay  speaker  shall  be 
committed  to  tne  doctrine, 
scriptures,  history  &  life  of 
UMC 

Committee  Item:  DI40-270-C 
Petition: 

30894-DI-270-D,  Pg.  278 
Membership:  109;  Present:  88; 
For:  65;  Against:  23;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


306  -609.2 

Subject:  Add  conference 
director  of  communications  as 
ex-  officio  member  to  CCFA 

Committee  Item:  FA10-609.2-N 
Petition: 

30478-FA-609.2-D,  Pg.  425 
Membership:  97;  Present:  84; 
For:  50;  Against:  30;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

307-811.1 

Subject:  Include  more  speciflc 

language  for  general  poUcies. 

Committee  Item:  FA12-81 1.1-N 
Petition: 

30646-FA-811.1-D,  Pg.  439 
Membership:  97;  Present:  87; 
For:  80;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

308-8115 

Subject:  Delete  811.5 

Committee  Item:  FA13-81I.5-N 
Petition: 

30067-FA-811.5-D,  Pg.440 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  60;  Against:  23;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  I )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


309-8115 

Subject:  Annual  conference, 
charge  or  local  church  may 
increase  or  decrease 

Sportionments 
immittee  Item:  FAI4-8I  1.5-N 
Petition: 

301 19-FA-81I.5-D,  Pg.440 
Membership:  97;  Present:  87; 
For:  63;  Against:  23;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


310-811  5 

Subject:  Local  church  can 
redirect  apportionments  to 
other  UM  related  ministries 

Committee  Item:  FA  16-81 1.5-N 
Petition: 

31550-FA-811.5-D,  Pg.440 
Membership:  97;  Present:  82; 
For:  70;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recotnmends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( 1  Concurrence  ( )  NoncofKurrence  Date  / 
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311-66 

Subject:  Add  "church"  to 

expand  meaning 

Committee  Item:  F03-66-N 
Petition: 

31665-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1284 
Membership:  116;  Present:  108; 
For:  1 02;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 

currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


312-117 

Subject:  DM  seminaries  to 
comply  with  Am.  with 
Disabilities  Act  by  2011  with  no 
exceptions 

Committee  Item:  F06-I I7-N 
Petition: 

30058-FO-117-D,  Pg.  519 
Membership:  116;  Present:  109; 
For:  95;  Against:  12;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


313  -66.-1 
Subject:  Children's 
environmental  protection 

Committee  Item:  FO10-66.-1-N 
Petition: 

30135-FO-66.C-D,Pg.  510 
Membership:  116;  Present:  109; 
For:  98;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


314  -NonDis 

Subject:  The  use  of  alcohol  and 

drugs  on  campuses 

Committee  Item:  F016-NonDis-A 

Petition: 

30586-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  532 
Membership:  116;  Present:  104; 
For:  90;  Against:  13;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Whereas,  United  Methodist  colleges 
should  provide  an  environment  suitable 
for  pursing  a  higher  education  in  a  Chris- 
tian atmosphere;  and 


Whereas,  recent  studies,  including  one 
by  the  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health, 
showing  show  that  44  percent  of  college 
students — many  of  them  under  legal 
drinking  ages — may  be  binge  drinkers, 
defmed  as  one  who  consumes  four-to-five 
drinks  or  more  in  a  sitting. 

(Create  a  new  paragraph  here) 

And  whereas,  many  students  are  re- 
ported drinking  to  get  drunk,  and  alarm- 
ing percentages  of  students  reported 
alcohol-related  incidents,  such  as  miss- 
ing classes,  personal  injuries,  sexual  as- 
sault, or  other  forms  of  violence  and 
vandalism. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  continue  to 
address  this  issue  through  (1)  the  Special 
Program  on  Substance  Abuse  and  Re- 
lated Violence  Staff  and  Interagency 
Task  Force,  and  the  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Work  Area  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  partnering  with 
United  Methodist  College  presidents 
and/or  staff,  as  well  as  other  agencies  and 
programs  that  are  working  on  the  issue 
of  reducing  college  drinking,  (2)  by  pro- 
moting an  alternative  lifestyle  that  en- 
courages "wellness"  without  drugs  and 
alcohol,  seeking  authentic  advocates  for 
this  alternative  lifestyle,  and  having  these 
advocates  promote  this  image  on  United 
Methodist  campuses  around  the  world, 
and  ^i)  (3)  carrying  out  the  five  program 
components  of  SPSARV:  Leadership  De- 
velopment; Community  Demonstration 
Programs;  Advocacy;  Grants;  and  Edu- 
cational and  Promotional  Resources,  and 
(4)  strongly  recommending  that  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities  pro- 
hibit the  sale  and/or  possession  of  bever- 
age alcohol  on  their  campuses. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


315  -66 

Subject:  Support  section  on 

"Media  Vilence  &  Christian 

Values" 

Committee  Item:  FO20-66-A 
Petition: 

31351-FO-66-D,Pg.  507 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  99; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  25 ;  Not  Voting:  3 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Amend  1|66.P  by  adding  to  the  last  line  as 
follows: 

For  the  sake  of  our  human  family, 
Christians  must  work  together  to  halt  this 
erosion  of  moral  and  ethical  values  in  the 
world  community  by: 


1)  encouraging  local  congregations  to 
support  and  encourage  parental  respon- 
sibility to  monitor  their  children's  view- 
ing and  listening  habits  on  TV,  movies, 
radio  and  the  Internet, 

2)  encouraging  local  congregations, 
parents  and  individuals  to  express  their 
opposition  to  the  gratuitous  portrayal  of 
violent  and  sexually  indecent  shows  by 
writing  to  the  stations  that  air  their  and 
the  companies  that  sponsor  them. 

3)  encouraging  individuals  to  express 
their  opposition  to  the  corporate  spon- 
sors of  these  shows  by  the  selection  and 
purchase  of  alternate  products. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

316  -66.-1 

Subject:  Prevention  of  addiction 

and  care  of  addicts 

Committee  Item:  F022-66.-I-A 
Petition: 

30009-FO-66.J-D,Pg.  511 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  97; 
For:  89;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Delete  Unas  1-28  and  amend  the  last 
sentence  to  read: 

We  commit  ourselves  to  assisting 
those  who  have  become  dependent,  and 
their  families,  in  finding  freedom  through 
Jesus  Christ  and  in  finding  good  opportu- 
nities for  treatment,  for  ongoing  counsel- 
ing, and  for  reintegration  into  society. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


317  -66 

Subject:  Tobacco  is  a  drug 

Committee  Item:  F025-66-N 
Petition: 

31800-FO-66-D,Pg.  1285 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  91; 
For:  83;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


318  -64 

Has  been  placed  on  consent 
Calendar  A02. 

319  -64 

Has  been  placed  on  consent 
Calendar  A02. 
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320-64 

Subject:  Recognize  the  inherent 
value  of  non-human  creation 

Committee  Item:  F028-64-C 
Petition; 

31717-FO-64-C,  Pg.  1279 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 10; 
For:  82;  Against:  28;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  1  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


321  -65.-1 

Subject:  Include  unwanted 
sexual  comments  in  definition  of 
sexual  harassment 

I       Committee  Item:  F029-65.-1-C 
I       Petition: 

b     31642-FO-65.I-D,  Pg.  482 
^t  Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 10; 
■For:  103;  Against:  7;  Not  Voting:  0; 
■Date:  5/5 

W    ' 
■    ren 


The   Committee   recommends   concur- 


[  1  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

322-332.1 

Subject:  Set  time  period  for 

engaging  an  evangelist 

Conunittee  Item:  HE48-332.1-N 
Petition: 

30010-HE-332.1-D,  Pg.  967 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  92;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  CoTKurrcnce  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


323-328.1 

Subject:  Remove  guaranteed 
appointment  as  component  of 
the  ministry  of  an  elder  in  full 
connection 

Committee  Item:  HE51-328.1-N 
Petition: 

30129-HE-328.1-D,  Pg.  963 
Membership:  108;  Present:  104; 
For:  95;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


324  -328 

Subject:  No  one  appointed 
unless  he/she  affirms  that 
homosexuality  is  not  God's  will. 

Committee  Item:  HE54-328-N 
Petition: 

30657-HE-328-D,  Pg.  962 
Membership:  108;  Present:  105; 
For:  92;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


325-331.1 

Subject:  Duty  of  pastors 
includes  ministries  of  service, 
thru  organizing,  &  advocacy 

Committee  Item:  HE55-331.1-A 
Petition: 

30667-HE-331.1-D,  Pg.  966 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  59;  Against:  35;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Delete 
"through  organizing,  through  -  and  through 
economic  development" 

The  sentence  would  read,  "through  min- 
istries of  service  and  advocacy,  relevant  to 
specific  and  diverse  community  contexts." 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


326-331.1 

Subject:  Chargeable  offense  to 
conduct  same-sex  unions  even  if 
state  allows  it 

Committee  Item:  HE59-33I.I-N 
Petition: 

30066-HE-331.1-D,  Pg.  964     - 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  66;  Against:  30;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


327  -200 

Subject:  Change  preface 
preceding  201  to  emphasize 
Weslevan  tradition 

Comm'ittee  Item:  LC5-200-A 
Petition: 

30320-LC-200-D,  Pg.  1102 
Membership:  98;  Present:  71; 
For:  60;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  "The  Process  for 
Carrying  Out  Our  Mission,"  after 
120  and  before  201: 

We  make  disciples  as  we: 

— proclaim  the  gospel,  seek,  welcome 
and  gather  persons  into  the  body  of  Chnst 


— lead  persons  to  commit  their  lives  to 
God  through  end  profess  their  faith 
through  baptism  and  profession  of  faith 
in  Jesus  Chnst; 

— nurture  persons  in  Christian  living 
through  worship,  baptism,  communion.  Bi- 
ble and  other  9tudies.  proycr.  the  sacra- 
ments, spiritual  disciplines  and  other 
means  of  grace,  such  as  Wesley's  Chris- 
tian conferencing; 

— send  persons  into  the  world  to  live 
lovingly  .  .  .  and  working  to  have  develop 
social  structures  that  are  consistent  \^ith 
the  gospel;  and 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


328  -2549 

Subject:  Bd.  of  Trustees  include 
a  time-line  for  upgrading 
ch.prop'ty  to  accessible  for 
people  w/'disabilities 
Committee  Item:  LC18-2549-A 
Petition: 

30418-LC-2549-D,  Pg.  1140 
Membership:  98;  Present:  87; 
For:  72;  Against:  1 2;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/4 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  a  new  subparagraph  to  2549: 

10  A  detailed  statement  of  the  plans 

crty,  including  chancel  areas,  accessible 
to  persons  with  disabilities.  An  evalua- 
tion of  all  church  properties  including 
the  chancel  areas  to  insure  accessibility 
to  persons  with  disabilities;  and  when  ap- 
plicable, a  plan  and  timeline  for  the  de- 
velopment for  accessible  church 
properties. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


329  -2534 

Subject:  Resources  for  local 

church  foundation  work 

Committee  Item:  LC20-2534-N 
Petition: 

31194-LC-2534-D,  Pg.  1136 
Membership:  98;  Present:  86; 
For:  74;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 
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The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


330  -227 

Subject:  Remove  the  word 

"annually" 

Committee  Item:  LC24-227-C 
Petition: 

30881-LC-227-D,  Pg.  1108 
Membership:  98;  Present:  86; 
For:  76;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


331  -229.1 

Subject:  The  Church  shall  reach 
out  mtentionally  to  folks  who 
experience  discrimination  or 
exclusion 

Committee  Item:  LC28-229.1-N 
Petition: 
30138-LC-229.1-D,  Pg.  1109 
Membership:  98;  Present:  84; 
For:  76;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


332  -237 

Subject:  When  UMs  move  help 
them  find  another  UM  church 
through  use  of  "Moving  UM" 
Program  of  UMM 
Committee  Item:  LC37-237-C 
Petition: 
30274-LC-237-D,Pg.  1111 
Membership:  98;  Present:  78; 


For:  52;  Against:  24;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  reconunends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


Removed  from  the  con- 
sent Calendar: 

1  -602.4 

Removed  by  the  following  dele- 
gates: 

Martin,  Flo  S.; 

Pritts,  Deborah  L.; 

McClendon,  Timothy; 

Allen,  James  R.; 

Stillwell,  Robert  E. 

2  -603.9 

Removed  by  the  following  dele- 
gates: 

Martin,  Flo  S.; 

Pritts,  Deborah  L.; 

McClendon,  Timothy; 

Allen,  James  R.; 

Stillwell,  Robert  E. 

12 -629 

Removed  by  the  following  dele- 
gates: 
Setterlund,  Sue  A.; 
Jones,  Richard  H.; 
Thompson, 
OdeU  v.;  EUinger, 
Janet  R.;  Jung, 
Hee-Soo 


14  -806 

Removed  by  the  following  dele-     j 
gates:  ' 

Sadio,  Sydney  S.; 

McCullough,  June; 

Corderman,  Delos  D.; 

Janka,  John  A.; 

Hofcnan,  Elizabeth 

85  -604  i 

Removed  by  the  following  dele-    i 
gates: 
Logan,  James  C; 
Horton,  AlvinJ.; 
Willimon,  WiUiam  H.; 
Martin,  Flo  S.; 
Hand,  Dawn  M. 

98  -502.3 

Removed  by  the  following  dele- 
gates: 
WiUiams,  Gerald  'Jay'; 
Kelsey-Powell,  Ana  K.; 
Thompson,  Jeremiah; 
Moore,  Jason  D.; 
Ferguson,  Tyson 


141  -2547 

Removed  by  the  following  dele- 
gates: 
Coleman,  Norman  H.; 
Kelso,  Scott  T.; 
Sikes,  Marget; 
Ot^es,  James; 
Mofiatt,  Jessica  F. 
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OLSEN  (continued):  "Fulfilling 
Christ's  Mission,"  developed  from  con- 
sultations across  the  church,  was  a 
shared  tool  for  evaluation  and  plan- 
ning. And  while  we  are  delighted  with 
the  progress  made  this  quadrennium, 
we  are  already  anticipating  an  even 
more  open  process  in  the  next  four 
years.  The  General  Council  on  Minis- 
tries has  worked  on  your  behalf  in 
many  places  across  the  church.  GCOM 
continues  to  provide  an  arena  for  re- 
search of  mission  and  ministry  for  the 
present  and  the  future.  An  interagency 
task  force  has  been  meeting  to  assure 
ongoing  resources  for  the  entire  church. 

Inialives  for  Black  Churches 
and  Youth  Ministry 

Out  of  our  recognition  for  even 
greater  mutual  collaboration  in  this 
area,  you  have  in  your  reports  a  recom- 
mendation by  GCOM  for  a  comprehen- 
sive research  plan  for  our  denomi- 
nation. The  General  Conference  of  1996 
asked  the  General  Council  on  Minis- 
tries to  assist  in  new  major  initiatives. 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for  the 
Twenty-First  Century's  purpose  is  to 
help  predominately  Black  congrega- 
tions become  more  effective  in  their 
ministry  and  mission.  Strong,  growing, 
and  vibrant  congregations  are  matched 
with  congregations  in  transition  to 
breathe  life  into  worship,  outreach, 
evangelism,  and  mission. 

The  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People  is  a  global  initiative  that  is  en- 
couraging the  entire  denomination  to 
reorder  its  priorities  to  better  resfKind 
to  young  people,  specifically  those  be- 
tween the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirty.  Do 
you  realize  that  this  exciting  effort  is 
awakenmg  the  church  to  all  sorts  of 
possibilities  for  transformation  by 
bringing  new  life  to  communities  and 
local  congregations? 

You  will  hear  more  about  both  these 
initiatives  later  in  the  conference.  Since 
its  inception,  the  General  Council  on 


Ministries  has  consistently  provided 
support  to  ethnic  ministries  and  initia- 
tives. GCOM  has  brought  together  cau- 
cus leadership  and  general  agency 
ministries  relating  to  ethnic  consisten- 
cies. We  vision  the  future  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  examining  papu- 
lation trends  which  clearly  show  that  in 
twenty  years  there  will  be  a  dramatic 
increase  in  racial  ethnic  persons  in  ev- 
ery annual  conference  in  the  United 
States.  Three  out  of  every  four  new  in- 
dividuals in  USA  will  be  racial  ethnic 
persons.  Our  commitment  to  these 
ministries  is  seen  in  our  support  and  re- 
quest for  full  funding  of  each. 

Throughout  these  last  four  years, 
GCOM  has  been  an  essential  thread  of 
our  connectional  transformation. 

(Applause) 

Over  the  next  few  days,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  will  continue  to 
repKjrt  on  the  mission  and  ministry  of 
the  church.  You  will  hear  and  see  an  in- 
credible report  from  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  and  a  report  of 
how  we  are  fulfilling  Christ's  mission 
in  the  world  as  United  Methodists. 

We  call  you  to  continue  on  this  excit- 
ing journey  with  us  as  we  glimpse 
God's  movement  in  our  world.  We  cel- 
ebrate with  you  the  good  news.  United 
Methodists  are  in  the  entire  world 
through  our  connection,  and  because  of 
that,  each  one  of  us  is  also  present. 
Surely  that  is  a  reason  to  celebrate. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  This  ends  this  re- 
port. We  thank  you  very  much  for  this 
encouraging  report  for  the  work  which 
is  behind  the  stories  you  have  told  us 
and  for  the  perspective  you  have  given 
us  for  our  church.  This  ends  the  busi- 
ness of  today,  1  have  some  cards  over 
there,  first  mike  4  and  then  mike  7. 

Motion  to  Recycle 
General  Conference  Paper 

EDWARD  A.  KAIL  (Iowa):  Thank 
you  Bishop,  Ed  Kail,  Iowa  Conference 
clergy  delegate.  I  move  that  the  Com- 
mission on  General  Conference 
through  its  appropriate  committee  be 
requested  to  make  provision  for  the  re- 
cycling of  mixed  office  paper  used  and 
discarded  by  the  delegates,  staff,  cau- 


cuses, visitors,  and  other  personnel  of 
this  General  Conference.  And  that  such 
provision  be  announced  to  the  confer- 
ence by  the  end  of  the  day's  work  on 
Friday,  May  5th  or  as  soon  as  p>ossible. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  In  this  seconded? 
Do  we  need  to  discuss  motion? 

KAIL:  1  hope  not. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  It  seems  not.  Do 
you  want  to  speak  to  it? 

KAIL:  Thank  you  Bishop,  ifs  been 
noticed  that  the  paper  is  stacking  up.  It 
appears  it's  just  going  to  be  trashed  un- 
less provision  is  made.  So  many  of  us  in 
our  churches,  our  businesses,  and  ir«ti- 
tutions  have  this  provision.  It  seems  an 
appropriate  thing  for  stewards  of  God's 
creation. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  1  see  nobody 
wants  the  floor  to  this.  Yes,  I  see  some- 
body. Go  to  mike  4. 

JAMES  MOONEYHAN:  Excuse  me. 
Thank  you  Bishop.  My  name  is  James 
Mooneyhan,  1  am  a  clergy  delegate 
from  North  Georgia. 

(Laughter) 

We  are  all  one.  On  a  serious  note,  I 
make  a  motion  that  the  United  Method- 
ists Church  in  General  Conference  ses- 
sion. May  5, 2(X)0  express  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church... 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Waif  a  moment.  I 
will  entertain  you  in  a  moment  but, 
there  was  another  motion  pending  so 
let's  vote  on  this  motion.  Can  we  vote 
vdth  the  voting  machine?  So  it's  a  mo- 
tion about  the  recycling  of  the  paper, 
yes?  So  if  you  agree,  vote  1  yes,  when 
the  light  appears,  2,  no,  when  the  light 
appears.  .  .  It's  carried.  I  first  want  to 
entertain  another  person  at  mike  7  and  I 
come  back  to  you.  Mike  7. 

Sparcity  of  Translators 
Becomes  a  Conference  Issue 

TERRI  RAE  CHATTIN  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Bishop  I  move  that 
this  General  Confemce  determine  a 
way  to  rectify  the  current  injustice  of  the 
lack  and  full  and  equal  participation  of 
our  cenh-al  conference  afftliated,  auton- 
omous and  concordant  delegates  due  to 
the  lack  of  an  iruidequate  number  of  lan- 
guage interpreters,  if  I  could  get  a  sec- 
ond, i'd  like  to  speak  to  this  issue. 
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BISHOP  KLAIBER:  A  second? 
Clearly  seconded. 

CHATTIN:  I  rise  to  speak  concerning 
a  great  injustice  occurring  right  here, 
right  now  at  our  General  Cor\ference. 
As  I  speak,  I  represent  two  groups.  The 
first  is  the  delegates  from  South  Congo, 
Tanzania,  and  North  and  Southwest 
Katonga  who  cannot  fully  and  equally 
participate  because  of  an  inadequate 
number  of  interpreters.  The  second  is 
the  Legislative  Committee  on  Church 
and  Society  which  voted  by  60%  to  sus- 
pend all  actions  of  our  work  until  this 
justice  issue  is  addressed. 

(Applause) 

CHATTIN:  Let  me  give  a  brief  synop>- 
sis  of  the  situation.  Due  to  this  lack  of 
interpreters,  many  delegates  from  the 
aforementioned  conferences  deter- 
mined to  attend  the  Church  and  Society 
Legislative  Committee  where  an  inter- 
preter would  be.  This  of  course  meant 
that  these  delegates,  not  officially  as- 
signed to  the  Church  and  Society  com- 
mittee were  left  with  possible  voice,  if 
granted,  but  certainly  not  vote.  This  sit- 
uation was  not  acceptable  to  either 
these  delegates  nor  the  members  of  our 
committee.  These  are  the  issues  at 
stake:  We  state  we  are  global  church 
through  our  operung  worship,  episco- 
pal address,  proposed  CPT  report,  even 
our  GCOM  report,  yet  our  actions  do 
not  validate  our  words.  We  say  we 
stand  in  solidarity  with  our  sisters  and 
brothers  of  the  world  yet  we  do  not 
hold  ourselves  accountable  to  all  that 
means.  We  can  even  at  times  talk  out  of 
both  sides  of  our  mouth.  At  one  General 
Conference  we  can  pass  resolutions  op- 
posing "English  only"  in  our  schools 
and  government  institutions,  yet  we 
blatantly  violate  our  own  recommen- 
dations. 

Imagine  yourself  having  traveled 
thousands  of  miles,  empowered  to  vote 
on  behalf  of  the  many  folks  back  home 
only  to  arrive  and  find  yourself  imme- 
diately disenfranchised. 

It  is  painful  not  to  be  invited  to  be  part 
of  decision  making.  It  is  more  painful  to 
be  invited  and  then  discover  it  was  less 
than  a  genuine  invitation  because  the 
resources  needed  to  truly  participate 
have  not  been  provided. 

(Applause) 

I  am  a  sailor  and  I  would  liken  this  to 
being  invited  to  go  on  a  sailing  expedi- 
tion and  I  arrive  and  when  I  get  there  I 
only  discover  I  was  to  bring  my  own 


sailboat  and  it  was  to  be  provisioned 
before  I  ever  got  there. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  You're  more  than 
three  minutes,  you've  got  to  close. 

CHATTIN:  Ok.  I  will  wrap  it  up.  It's 
time  for  us  to  rectify  this  injustice  at  this 
General  Conference  and  future  General 
Conferences.  There  are  several  options 
before  us.  We  may  amend  the  rules.  We 
may  try  to  find  some  more  funding  to 
provide  adequate  interpreters.  I'm  try- 
ing to  engage  us  in  dialog  to  discover 
how  we're  going  to  rectify  this  injustice 
right  here,  right  now,  in  Cleveland. 
Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Thank  you.  First  I 
have  to  know  if  there  are  any  objections 
from  the  floor  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence that  we  extend  our  time  to  finish 
this  business  because  we  are  over  time 
already.  There's  no  objection,  so  I  have 
noticed  that  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  working  on  this  just 
now  and  Randy  Nugent,  the  general 
secretary  would  speak  to  this,  if  he 
would  be  invited  by  the  General  Con- 
ference to  do  this.  Is  there  a  motion  to 
give  him  the  floor? 

UNKNOWN  SPEAKER:  He's  a  dele- 
gate. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  He's  a  delegate? 
So,  you  are  OK.  Mike  6. 

Explanation  of  Translator  Policy 

RANDOLPH  W.  NUGENT  (New 
York):  Thank  you  Bishop  Klaiber.  I 
think  we  first  would  need  to  under- 
stand how  in  the  past  we  have  had  to 
operate  and  provide  for  the  services  of 
interpretation.  The  rule  of  the  General 
Conference  was  that  there  would  be 
two  languages  for — two  languages  and 
only  two  legislative  committees.  So  for 
example,  we  were  only  able  to  provide, 
notice,  able  to  provide  for  example, 
French  for  two  legislative  committees. 
If  you  follow  that  through  for  every  lan- 
guage, for  every  legislative  committee, 
for  no  less  than  two  interpreters  in  a 
committee,  you  come  out  with  a  num- 
ber of  about  100.  And  that  is  a  substan- 
tial cost. 

We  have,  at  the  present,  committed 
ourselves  to  try  to  find  about,  for  the 
next  several  days,  40-60  interpreters. 
That  would  mean  that  we  are  going  to 
go  to  the  universities  in  the  area,  these 
would  be  volunteers,  to  some  degree;  to 
the  stc^ff  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  and  to  other  services  which 
we  can  find.  The  cost  of  that  has  not 


been  provided  by  General  Conference, 
but  we  in  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  feel  that  the  great  injustice 
which  has  been  done  to  the  delegates, 
needs  to  be  rectified  and  we  will  try  to 
work  assiduously  to  bring  some  adjust- 
ment to  this  situation. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  .  .  .  There  is 
something  done,  but  we  have  still  the 
original  motion,  1  have  two . . .  the  yel- 
low .  .  .  over  here,  yes  indeed,  go  to 
mike  8.  And  now  we  are  back  on  the 
original  motion,  which  asks  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  do  all  that  is  possi- 
ble to  improve  the  situation,  not 
telling  us  how  it  be  done,  but  just  to  do 
it.  Now,  mike  8. 

CHARLES  S.G.  BOAYUE,  JR.  (De- 
troit): I'm  also  a  native  of  Liberia.  I 
have  heard  the  comments  just  made 
from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  They  seem  very  inade- 
quate, and  I  applaud  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Church  and  Society 
and  encourage  them  to  remain  sus- 
pended in  their  work  until  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  reenfranchises 
duly-elected  delegates  to  the  2000 
General  Conference  from  Africa.  I  fur- 
ther would  ask  that  this  shameful  act 
should  not  be  allowed  to  resurface  in 
this  General  Conference  again.  To  talk 
of  a  global  church  and  not  take  actions 
today  that  every  delegate  elected  to 
this  General  Conference  be  provided 
for,  then  I  propose  that  this  General 
Conference  move  from  the  use  of  Eng- 
lish to  one  of  the  languages  in  Congo 
(Applause)  and  allow  the  delegates 
here  to  experience  the  injustice  that 
this  might  cause  if  we  proceed  with 
any  more  business  without  the  rectifi- 
cation of  this  injustice.  So  I  stand  in 
support  of  the  motion  presented  this 
morning  by  the  Committee  on  Church 
and  Society  as  a  delegate  from  Detroit 
born  in  Liberia. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Thank  you.  This 
was  a  . . . 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  .  .  .  speech  in  fa- 
vor. Are  there  speeches  against  the  mo- 
tion? Is  there  a  speech  against  the 
motion?  Yes,  shall  we  get  on?  Mike  6. 

RICHARD  PARKER  (New  York): 
This  is  not  against  the  motion,  but  it  is  a 
substitute  motion.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  OK. 

PARKER:  May  I  do  that.  Bishop? 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Yes,  you  are  in  or- 
der. 
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Solutions  to  Translator  Problem  Proposed 

PARKER;  I'd  like  to  move  the  follow- 
ing substitute  motion,  that  all  delegates 
now  present  at  the  General  Conference 
who  are  forced  because  of  lack  of  trans- 
lation to  sit  in  legislative  committees  to 
which  they  are  not  prof)erly  assigned 
be  granted  vote  in  that  legislative  com- 
mittee until  adequate  translation  has 
been  provided,  so  that  they  can  vote  in 
the  committees  to  which  they  were 
originally  assigned. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Is  this  really  a 
substitute,  or  is  this  an  additional  mo- 
tion? What  is  your  . . . 

PARKER:  Well,  Bishop,  I'd  be  glad  to 
make  that  as  an  additional  motion,  or  as 
an  amendment  to  the  first  motion,  to 
provide  a  way  of  moving  us  through 
the  impasse. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  think  it  would 
be  addition,  an  amendment  by  addi- 
tion. 

PARKER:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  think  this  would 
be  in  order. 

PARKER:  Thank  you,  sir. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  think  that 
means  to  susp>end  the  rules,  and  we 
need  a  two-thirds  majority,  and  we  can- 
not debate  this.  It's  not  debatable  be- 
cause it  is  to  suspend  the  rules.  I  see 
somebody  back  there.  What  is  your 
concern?  Mike  6? 

JASON  PAULSMEYER  (Missouri 
East):  Bishop,  I  would  like  to  offer  a 
substitute  motion  to  the  previously  in- 
troduced amendment,  if  that  would  be 
in  order  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Yes,  I  hope  so, 
please. 

(Laughter) 

PAULSMEYER:  I  would  move  that 
the  Commission  on  Church  ...  or,  ex- 
cuse me,  the  Commission  on  General 
Conference  be  required  to  immediately 
lake  any  and  all  steps  necessary  to  en- 
sure full  participation  of  all  delegates  to 
the  2000  General  Conference  is  guaran- 
teed under  Section  6,  Part  C,  and  Sec- 
lion  8,  Part  D  of  the  Organization  and 
Rules  of  Order  previously  adopted  by 
this  body,  including  voting  and  speak- 
ing privileges  in  all  legislative  commit- 
tees for  all  delegates  for  whom 
translation  is  necessary. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Is  this  also  the 
_need  to  suspend  the  rules? 


PAULSMEYER:  No,  I  would  believe 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  suspend 
the  rules  . . . 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  OK. 

PAULSMEYER: . . .  it's  simply  action 
and  requirement  of  this  body  to  the 
Commission  on  General  Conference. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Has  this  a  sec- 
ond? 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKERS:  Sec- 
ond. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  A  second.  So, 
now  we  are  in  a  difficult  position.  We 
have  an  amendment  which  enacts 
something,  and  we  have  a  substitute  to 
the  amendment.  The  substitute  is  now 
before  us.  It's ...  he  tries  to  help  us  in  sit- 
uation without  susfjending  the  rule. 
Can  you . . .  can  you  read  this  again,  that 
people  can  look  at — including  me — to 
look  at  where  you  are  referring  to?  Can 
you  read  this  again?  Mike  6. 

PAULSMEYER:  The  sections  of  the 
organization  and  rules  that  I  was  refer- 
ring to  are  Section  6,  Part  C,  and  Section 
8,  Part  D.,  and  I  do  not  have  my  DCA 
with  me,  so  I  can't  give  you  page  num- 
bers off  the  top  of  my  head — unfortu- 
nately. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  And  now,  teU  us, 
what . . .  what  is  your . . . 

PAULSMEYER:You  .  .  .would  you 
like  me  to  reread  the  . . . 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Yes,  yes— the 
motion. 

PAULSMEYER:  OK.  That  the  Com- 
mission on  the  General  Conference  be 
required  to  immediately  take  any  and 
all  stepis  necessary  to  ensure  full  partici- 
pation of  all  delegates  to  the  2000  Gen- 
eral Conference  as  guaranteed  under 
Section  6,  Part  C,  and  Section  8,  Part  D, 
of  the  Organization  and  Rules  of  Order 
previously  adopted  by  this  body,  in- 
cluding voting  and  speaking  privileges 
in  all  legislative  committees  of  dele- 
gates for  whom  translation  is  neces- 
sary. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  OK,  and  that's  a 
substitute  for  the  amendment  which 
calls  for  susp>ending  the  rule  in  order  to 
make  it  possible  to  those  who  are  not 
able  to  have  translation  . . .  OK.  (laugh- 
ter) Let  me  begin  my  sentence  again. 
There  is  a  substitute  to  the  amendment 
which  would  suspend  the  rules  in  or- 
der to  make  it  p)ossible  for  those  who 
have  not  a  translation  in  the  rest  of  the 
legislative  committees  to  be  in  the  ones 
where  they  have  translation,  you  want 
to  speak  again  to  this? 


PAULSMEYER:  Yes,  Bishop,  I  would 
like  to  offer  a  friendly  amendment  to 
my  own  motion.  1  would  like  to  make 
this  a  substitute  to  all  that  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  OK,  is  this  in  or- 
der? (Laughter)  My  advisor  says  that's 
not  in  order,  so . . .  (laughter)  OK,  and  1 . 
.  .  I  should  pause  to  make  translation 
pKJSsible  before  we  vote,  so  again,  I  have 
another . .  Is  that  Sandra  Lackore?  Mike 
8.  And  you  have  to  speak  to  the  last  mo- 
tion, the  substitute  for  the  amendment. 

Question  Asked 
About  Translation  Expense 

SANDRA  LACKORE:  Bishop,  I  have 
a  point  of  clarification. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Yes. 

LACKORE:  Does  the  suspension  in- 
clude a  suspension  of  the  referral  to 
GCFA  to  put  a  dollar  figure  to  the  ac- 
tion? 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  We  have  now  . . . 
The  motion  we  have  now  before  us  is 
not  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  so,  if  there 
is  a  rule  to  have  this  to  GCFA,  it's  not 
suspended, so . . . 

LACKORE:  So  it — so  it  would  come 
to  us  for  a  dollar  figure?  Is  that  what . . . 
is  that  the  desire  of  the  Conference? 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  If  these  are  the 
rules,  it  will  come. . . . 

LACKORE:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER: ...  and  the  mover 
wants  to  speak  to  this?  Mike  6? 

PAULSMEYER:  Bishop,  I  may  be  able 
to  clarify.  As  my  motion  was  worded,  it 
did  say  any  and  all  steps  necessary, 
which  would  include,  of  course,  finan- 
cial implications. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  OK,  this  is  what 
we'll ...  I  ha  ve  another  person  at  mike  7, 
the  one  . . .  the  gentleman  with  the  yel- 
low sheet,  is  first . . . 

WILLIAM  SMALLWOOD  (Missis- 
sippi): I  want  to  see  if  this  is  in  order,  be- 
cause I'm  kinda  lost  in  the  process,  but 
is  the  motion  ...  I  want  to — I  want  to 
make  a  motion  after  I  get  this  an- 
swer— is  this  to  allow  the  people 
who've  been  disenfranchised  to  vote  in 
committees  where  there  are  translators 
available? 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  As  far  as  I  under- 
stand the  last  motion,  there  has  to  have 
the  possibility  to  be  in  their  respective 
legislative  committees — that's  what 
has  to  be  done.  So  it  does  not  have  to  be 
done  if  it  is  not  possible. 
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SMALLWOOD:  All  right,  so  then  I'd 
like  to  offer  an  amendment  to  that,  if  it's 
in  order. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  don't  think  we 
can  have  another  amendment,  a  substi- 
tute for  an  amendment.  So,  if  you  ...  I 
don't  think  it's  in  order.  The  next  one  is 
here,  on  two.  Yes.  And  .  .  .  it's  mike  2. 

STEPHEN  DECKARD  (North  Cen- 
tral New  York  Conference):  I  move  a 
fifteen-minute  recess  until  we  can  re- 
solve some  of  these  issues  and  move 
forward. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  think  it  is  not  de- 
batable, is  it?  Recess?  Fifteen-minutes 
recess?  Let's  look  in  my  booklet. 

(Brief  Discussion) 

Presiding  Bishop  Ezplains 
Parliameutary  Situation 

OK,  there  is . . .  It's  not  debatable.  Is  it 
seconded?  Seconded.  So,  now,  it's  not 
debatable.  I  have  a  motion  to  have  a  re- 
cess, and  it's  not  debatable.  Who  wants 
to  recess  now  for  fifteen  minutes, 
please.  Vote,  when  the  light  appears. 
One  for  "yes,"  and  two  for  "no."  Who 
wants  to  have  a  fifteen-minutes  recess. . 
.  It  is  no.  So  let  me  try  to  explain  to  you 
the  parliamentary  situation.  We  have  a 
main  motion,  which  was  moved  by  the 
Church  and  Society  committee,  which 
says,  the  General  Conference  has  to 
look  after  adequate  interpretations. 
That's  the  main  motion.  We  did  not  dis- 
cuss this  now.  Then  we  have  an  amend- 
ment, which  says,  as  long  as  it's  not 
provided — adequate  translation — we 
should  suspend  the  rules  that  those  del- 
egates who  need  translation  can  be  in 
those  legislative  committees  where 
they  have  this  translation,  and  be  able 
to  be  there  with  voice  and  vote.  That's 
the  amendment  that  is  now  before  us — 
the  substitute  for  the  amendment, 
which  says,  the  General  Conference 
Commission  has  to  give  the  possibili- 
ties of  providing  interpreters  now,  that 
these  people  have  the  possibilities  to 
have  translation  in  the  legislative  com- 
mittees. That's  where  we  are.  I  have 
now  mike  7,  and  we  have  to  look  that 

we  have  not  too  much  speeches.  Mike7. 

PHILIP  R  GRANGER  (North  Indi- 
ana): I'm  rising  in  support  to  the  substi- 
tute. All  this  is  asking  is  that  we  do  what 
we  say  we  believe.  Frankly,  sitting  in 
Church  and  Society  yesterday,  I  was 
embarrassed.  I  was  embarrassed  that 
full  members  of  this  conference  were 
disenfranchised.  Any  motion  that 
grants  less  than  full  participation — full 


participation  meaiung  the  ability  to  be 
in  the  legislative  group  that  they 
chose — is  unacceptable.  We  either  are  a 
global  church  or  we're  not.  This  is  jus- 
tice at  its  core.  Do  we  believe  what  we 
preach  or  are  we  engaged  in  superficial 
symbolism  and  tokenism? 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  This  was  a  speech 
in  favor  of  the  substitute  of  the  amend- 
ment, which  is  the  last  motion  we 
heard.  Is  there  anybody  who  wants  to 
speak  against  this?  Against  the  substi- 
tute? So  go  to  mike  1 .  No?  Another  per- 
son . . .  yes,  you  are  the  one,  yes. 

BARBARA  A.  LEMMEL  (Troy):  It 
seems  to  me  that  we're  substituting  a 
very  good  thing  for  another  very  good 
and  important  thing,  and  so,  I  don't 
know  that  this  is  a  speech  for  or  against. 
But  as  much  as  I  believe  we  need  trans- 
lators, it's  not  going  to  do  us  a  lot  of 
good  if  they're  not  here  to  vote  to  have 
them.  Those  folks  still  aren't  going  to 
have  vote  where  they  are.  So  I'm  won- 
dering if  it's  possible  instead  of  that  to 
be  a  substitute,  to  either  blend  those 
two  together,  or  if  it's  substituted,  if  the 
first  one  can  be  brought  back  up  again, 
'cause  they  both  need  to  be  taken  care 
of. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  There's  some 
truth,  what  do  you  all  say?  Is  there 
somebody  in  favor  of  the  substitute? 
Yes,  you  are  the  one.  Go  to  mike  3,  I 
think. 

LUKASO  MEMBELE  (Central 
Congo):  (speaks  in  French) 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  (speaks  in 
French,  and  then  in  English)  Can  we 
have  an  English  translation  now,  to  the 
plenary? 

(Applause) 

ASHEMA  ASOPO  (Central  Congo): 
OK,  I'm  going  to  try  to  talk  in  English, 
but  this  is  the  example  of  what  we  are 
having  in  the  legislative  committees. 
The  substitute  that  he  wants  to  have 
here  is  try  to  have  adequate  time,  or  ad- 
equate translating  so  that  the  delegate 
can  understand  what  is  going  on.  But 
where  are  we  going  to  get  those  people 
who  is  going  to  give  us  adequate  trans- 
lation from  English  to  French  or  from 
English  to  Swahili?  I  think  this  General 
Conference  should  take  enough  action 
so  that  before  we  get  here  we  have 
enough  translators,  enough  interpret- 
ers, so  that  everybody  can  fully  partici- 


pate. And  secondly,  we  are  from  out- 
side. 

('Applause) 

We  have  a  language  barrier,  and  we 
don't  get  the  material  on  time.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Thank  you. 
(Applause) 

Can  we  now  vote  on  the  substitute, 
which  says  it  has  to  be — immediately 
be  done  to  have  enough  translation?  If 
it  carries,  we  have  to  look  how  we  can 
accomplish  this.  If  it  carries  not,  we 
come  back  to  the  amendment,  which 
says  then  we  should  suspend  the  rules 
in  order  to  make  it  possible  that  those 
people  will  vote  in  those  legislative 
committees  where  they  have  transla- 
tion facilities. 

Can  we  now  vote  on  the  substitute?  It 
seems  as  though  vote  yes,  one,  when 
the  light  appears;  and  no,  two,  when 
the  light  appears.  "Yes,"  656;  "No"  267. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  So  we  come  back 
to  the  main  motion,  the  original  motion. 
I  move  that  this  General  Conference  de- 
termine a  way  to  rectify  the  current  in- 
justice. I  think  it's  almost  included  in 
the  last  motion,  but  does  the  mover 
think  it's  included?  Or  do  you  think  if  s 
more  a  direction  of  the  future  perspec- 
tive? Mike  7.  Mike  7. 

TERRI  RAE  CHATTIN  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Yes,  I  wanted  to 
address  two  issues  to  immediately,  the 
delegates  that  are  here,  be  able  to  . . . 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  OK,  your  name 
again. 

CHATTIN:  I'm  sorry,  Terri  Rae 
Chattin,  Baltimore-Washington  Con- 
ference. There  are  really  two  issues. 
One,  to  ensure  that  we  never  have  to 
deal  with  this  again  at  another  General 
Conference.  The  second  issue  was  how 
these  delegates  can  be  empowered  im- 
mediately to  start  taking  part  with 
voice  and  vote  at  this  General  Cor\fer- 
ence,  immediately. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  So  we  tried  to 
deal  with  this  substitute  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  now  we  come  to  the  main 
motion,  which  says  we  should  do  it 
properly  for  the  future.  Can  we  vote  on 
this  main  motion?  If  s  cl . . .  Sir,  is  this  a 
question,  or  a  .  . .  Come  to  mike  2.  No, 
you  are  not  .  .  .  you  are  not  in  order. 
Mike  2. 
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JUNE  MCCULLOUGH  (Southern 
New  Jersey):  Bishop,  I  have  a  question. 
I  thought  we  just  voted  the  substitute, 
and  my  understanding  is  the  substitute 
then  becomes  the  main  motion. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Yes,  Ihaf  s  true. 
(Laughter) 

That's  true.  So,  can  we  bring  together 
the  first . . .  Let  me  just  let  me  ask  my  ad- 
visors. 

(Pause) 

I  think,  with  a  situation  like  this, 
please — please  wait.  We  have . . .  Please 
don't  stand  at  the  mike.  Only  go  to  the 
mike  when  I  have  recognized  you.  We 
have  made  the  substitute  the  main 
amendment;  that's  where  we  are.  We 
have  the  main  amendment,  and  now 
we  can  vote  on  this  amendment  and 
then  bring  it  together  with  the  main 
motion.  Are  there  any  questions?  Yes. 
Point  of  order,  please. 

It's  a  substitute  which  we  made  now. 
The  main  amendment  reads  like  this: 
"The  Commission  on  the  General  Con- 
ference, be  it  required  to  immediately 
take  any  and  all  steps  necessary  to  in- 
sure full  participation  of  all  delegates  to 
the  2000  General  Conference  as  guaran- 
teed, in  Section  6,  Part  C  and  Section  8, 
Part  D  of  the  Organization  and  Rules  of 
Order  previously  adopted  by  this  body, 
including  writing  and  speaking  privi- 
leges in  all  legislative  committees  for 
delegates  for  whom  translation  is  nec- 
essary." 

That's  now  the  amendment  of  the 
main  motion,  and  the  main  motion  was 
and  is  an  addition  to  the  main  mo- 
tion-that was  our  understanding-and 
the  main  motion  was  "I  move  that  this 
General  Conference  determine  a  way  to 
rectify  the  current  injustice  of  lack  of 
full  and  equal  participation  of  our  cen- 
tral conference  affiliate  autonomous 
and  concordat  delegates  due  to  the  lack 
of  an  adequate  number  of  language  in- 
terpreters." So  we,  we  can  now  put  this 
both  motion  together,  if  you  want. 
There's  a  jxjint  of  order.  Mike  four. 

Time  Becomes  An  Issue 

SCOTT  JONES:  Scott  Jones  from 
North  Texas.  Bishop,  I  understand  this 
motion  to  require  a  suspjension  of  the 
rules  unless  the  commission  can  find 
interpreters  by  2:30  this  afternoon  or 
upon  our  adjournment.  This  would  re- 
quire some  suspension  of  our  rules  that 
would  allow  the  delegates  to  have  voice 
and  vote  in  their  committees  immedi- 
ately. Would  you  rule  on  that  please? 


(Applause) 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  The  problem  is 
that  that's  not  a  ruling  of — on  our  or- 
der, but  on  the  situation  on  the  fact 
whether  we — where  we  are.  It's  not 
now.  We  have  no  suspension  of  the 
rules  in  this  both  motions.  It's  not  in- 
cluded in  both  motions  that  we  sus- 
pend the  rules  if  it's  not  accomplished. 
That's  my  understanding  of  this.  Yes, 
mike  four?  Yes,  you  are  the  one. 

DELEGATE:  Mr.  President,  as  I  un- 
derstand what  we  are  doing,  and  I 
could  certainly  be  wrong,  there  was  a 
first  motion,  and  an  amendment — 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Yes. 

DELEGATE:  And  then  you  accepted 
a  substitute. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Yes. 

DELGATE:  If  I  remember  parliamen- 
tary rules,  when  you  asked  us  to  vote 
on  the  substitute,  were  you  asking  us 
permission  to  substitute? 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Permission  to 
substitute. 

DELEGATE:  Yes.  When  a  motion  is 
made  to  substitute,  the  next  motion  is 
"Shall  we  substitute?" 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  One  moment. 
(Laughter) 

No.  I  think  before  us  is  the  main  mo- 
tion with  the  amendment  we  voted  on, 
and  we  can  now  vote  on  this.  There's 
enough — 

DELEGATE:  Mr.— Mr.  President, 
with  all  due  respect  to  you  and  your  ad- 
visors, I  just  simply  want  you  to  tell  us  if 
when  we  substitute  a  motion,  you're 
going  to  allow  us  to  vote  on  that  substi- 
tution and  approve  it  and  then  go  back 
to  the  motion  that  we  substituted  for. 
That's  all  I'm  asking  you.  Because  if 
you're  going  to  do  that,  it  should  be  in 
your  rules  of  procedure,  and  it  is  not. 
We  should  be  under  Roberts  Rules,  and 
Roberts  Rules  says  that  you  should  ask 
us  permission  to  substitute.  If  that  pre- 
vails, then  that  becomes  the  only  busi- 
ness on  the  floor  at  that  time.  And  if  that 
motion  passes,  all  other  motions  pjend- 
ing  fall  to  the  ground. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I,  my,  I'm  not  ac- 
quainted with  Robert  Rules  as  you  are 
but  my  advisor  says  that's  not  true,  and 
we  are  OK.  I  have  a  motion,  I  have 
— Carolyn  Marshall  is  now — stand.  She 
sp>eaks  as  a  delegate. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  (secretary 
of  General  Conference):  Members  of 


the  annual — of  the  General  Confer- 
ence— I  would  move  that  in  the  process 
of — in  the  process  of  implementing  the 
motion  which  was  just  adopted,  that  all 
possible  means  be  taken  to  secure  those 
interpreters.  If  in  some  instance  in 
which  this  is  not  possible  to  be  accom- 
plished in  a  timely  basis  here  this  after- 
noon, that  the  persons  who  would  be 
affected  be  allowed  to  change  the  legis- 
lative committee  to  which  they  are  as- 
signed by  coming  to  the  secretary's 
office  in  order  that  they  may  go  then  to 
the — be  full  participants  in  the  legisla- 
tive committee  they  are  attending. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Has  this  a  sec- 
ond? It's  a  point  of  order  here.  Mike 
seven.  And  then  we  should  look  that 
we  do  not  look  too  much  on  those  hteral 
issues,  but  that  we  have  the  best  solu- 
tion for  those  who  need  the  help  of 
translation.  Mike  seven. 

BILL  SCOTT  (Mississippi):  BUI,  Bill 
Scott,  Mississippi  Conference,  member 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  leg- 
islative committee.  My  point  of  order  is 
we  voted  on  a  substitute  amendment  to 
the  main  motion,  and  we  have  not 
voted  on  the  motion  as  amended. 
Therefore,  you  cannot  accept  another 
motion. 

BISHOP:  Thank  you  for  your  advice.  I 
would  -let  us  now  vote  on  the  main 
motion  as  amended  by  addition  and 
then  come  back  to  the  motion  of  Caro- 
lyn Marshall.  I  think  this,  whatever  is  in 
our  rules,  I  think  thaf  s  the  way  we  can 
come  forward. 

(Applause) 

So  we  have  the  main  motion  as 
amended.  The  main  motion  goes  on  the 
principle  direction  the  General  Confer- 
ence should  care  for.  The  amendments 
says  it  should  be  done  immediately. 
Now,  and  that  now  is  a  package — the 
main  motion  as  a  whole.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  app>ear — yes,  one;  no, 
two.  It  carries.  And  now  I  would  come 
back  to  the  motion  of  Carolyn  Marshall. 
Can  you  read  again? 

MARSHALL:  In  the  process  of  im- 
plementing the  motion  just  adopted, 
all  possible  means  be  taken  to  secure 
those  interpreters.  But  in  any  instance 
it  cannot  be  accomplished,  that  those 
persons  so  affected  be  permitted  to 
change  the  committee  to  which  they 
are  assigned  by  going  to  the  confer- 
ence secretary's  office,  which  is  Room 
204,  so  that  they  can  fully  become  full 
participants  in  a  committee  that  they 
will  be  attending. 
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BISHOP  KLAIBER:  This  was  sec- 
onded -in  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 
It  needs  two-third,  and  it's  not  debat- 
able. And  I  think  we  have  debated  the 
matter,  so  please  make  up  your  mind 
and  decide  what  you  want  to  happen. 
It's  not  debatable  so  it's  clear  what  we 
are  voting  on.  OK.  So  vole  when  the 
light  appears — yes  is  one,  and  no  is 
two.  It  carries,  but  it  is  only  a  motion 
which  will  come  into  place  if  it's  not 
possible.  Our  main  motion  was  make  it 
possible.  Try  it.  1  had  recognized  one 
gentleman  with  a  point  of  personal 
privilege.  It's  very  short,  I  know,  and 
will  bring  us  to  our  close.  We  are  far  be- 
yond our  time,  but  I  think  it  was  — one 
moment.  1  had  recognized  this  person. 
Mike  four. 

Sending  Sympathy  Note  Upon  the  Death 
of  Cardinal  O'Connor  Approved 

JAMES  MUNAHAN  (North  Geor- 
gia): Thank  you.  Bishop.  James 
Munahan,  North  Georgia.  I  apologize 
for  being  out  of  order  earlier.  Since  we 
are  a  global  church,  I  make  a  motion 
that  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
General  Conference  session  May  the 
fourth,  2000,  express  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  the  Vatican  deep 
Christian  sympathy  at  the  death  of 
Bishop  John  O'Connor,  and  express 
gratitude  for  the  life  of  his  witness  for 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  we  pause  for  a 
moment  as  we  ask  the  ecumenical  offi- 
cer of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grover,  to  offer  a  prayer 
of  OK  of  Bishop  O'Connor.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Thank  you.  Has 
this  a  second?  I  think  we  could  do  this 
prayer  as  a  part  of  our  closing  prayer, 
and  1  would  ask  Bishop  Grove  to  do  this 
when  we  close  this  morning's  session. 
But  first  I  want  to  know  the  mind  of  the 
body.  If  you  approve  please  show  with 
your  hands.  Thank  you.  Any  opposed? 
Then  we  will  do  this,  and  I  have 
some — what  was — ?  A  ques- 
tion— question.  First,  mike  two. 

DEBORAH  PRITTS  (North  Central 
New  York):  Deborah  Pritts,  Central 
New  York  Conference.  Bishop,  I  have  a 
question  as  an  officer  of  one  of  the  legis- 
lative committees.  It  is  not  clear  to  me 
how  we  are  to  proceed  for  the  rest  of 
this  morning,  given  the  motions  that 
we  have  adopted .  If  before  our  ad journ- 
ment  you  would  advise  us  as  to 
whether  we  are  to  attempt  to  go  into 
session  as  legislative  committees,  or 
whether  we  are  to  wait  and  give  the  of- 
ficers of  the  General  Conference  the  op- 


portunity to  respond  to  the  motions 
that  we  have  adopted. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  would  just  ask 
the  mover  of  the  last  motion,  was  there 
a  time  limit?  (Inaudible)  So  you  can 
write  the  persons  who  are  in  the  legisla- 
tive committees  because  they  have  not 
enough  legislative  translating  possibili- 
ties in  their  respective  legislative  com- 
mittee to  take  part  in  your  discussion. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  a  legisla- 
tive committee  which  is  just  not  now 
having  the  necessary  translation,  you 
may  write  to  people  to  look  after  an- 
other— for  another  legislative  commit- 
tee where  additional — where  the 
translation  is  provided  for  them.  But  I 
think  we  have  to — it's  a  very  difficult 
situation  now.  We  try  to  do  the  best,  but 
I  think  we  cannot  solve  the  problem  in 
the  plenary  of  the  General  Conference. 
And  I  ask  the  chairs  of  the  legislative 
committees  to  be  in  contact  with  such 
general  commission  for  the  General 
Conference,  for  the  Commission  for  the 
General  Conference. 

What  is  your  business?  A  question  or 
— please?  A  motion? 

GLENN  B.  KOHLHEPP  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  Glenn  Kohlhepp,  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  Conference.  Sir, 
given  the  time  of  day,  I  would  like  to 
suggest  that  we  adjourn  from  here  to 
lunch  and  then  convene  at  2:00,  'cause 
otherwise,  we  have  half  an  hour  to  get 
to  legislative  section. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  We  have  no  busi- 
ness now  with  plenary,  so,  it's  just — I'm 
just  about  to  adjourn,  so  . .  . 

KOHLHEPP:  But— but  we  are  to  go 
from  here  to  our  legislative  committees 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  think  so,  yes. 

KOHLHEPP: . . .  and— and  we  would 
have  only  half  an  hour  there. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  I  cannot  help. 

KOHLHEPP:  So — so  my  motion  is 
that  we  would  adjourn  now  and  recon- 
vene at  2.00,  which  would  be  half  an 
hour  earlier. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  OK,  I  understand 
your  motion.  Is  it  seconded? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKERS:  Sec- 
onded. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  OK,  somebody 
want  to  speak  to  this?  No.  So,  if  you 
want  to  adjourn  now,  this  means  the 
legislative  committee  will  not  meet  im- 
mediately, but  we  will  have  our  break. 
But  the  legislative  committees  will 
meet  at  two  o'clock,  precise,  because 


we  have  enough  time  for  . . .  Who  is  in 
favor  of  this  vote,  "yes,"  push  one  when 
the  light  appears;  who  is  against  this, 
"no,"  two,  when  the  light  appears. 
"Yes,"  725;  "No,"  191.  It  has  carried.  So, 
we  are  now  at  the  end  of  our  business 
this  morning.  It  seems  to  me  this  is  a 
nice  morning  for  you,  not  very  difficult 
business  to  do. 

(Applause) 

But  nevertheless,  we  have  done  it;  we 
have  tried  it. 

(Applause) 

There  are  some  announcements  from 
the  secretary  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Yes, 
Bishop,  there  are  some  several.  One  is 
to  begin  the  implementation  of  the  ac- 
tion which  we  have  just  taken,  the  re- 
quest that  the  GCFA  Executive 
Committee  and  the  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference  meet  in  Room 
R221,  which  is  the  GCFA  office,  imme- 
diately following  adjournment.  Sec- 
ondly, Decision  884  of  the  Judicial 
Council  has  been  completed.  That  deci- 
sion will  be  distributed  to  all  legislative 
committee  chairpersons. 

An  announcement  to  remember  that 
the  Methodist  Choir  of  Copenhagen 
will  be  in  concert  during  the  lunch  hour 
in  the  food  court,  and  that  Cynthia  Wil- 
son will  be  at  Cokesbury  for  autograph- 
ing the  new  CD.  The  Committee  on 
Reference  will  meet  in  the  morning,  Fri- 
day morning,  at  7:15  in  Room  R224,  and 
although  we  normally  do  not  make  an- 
nouncements as  far  as  special  events 
not  pertaining  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence, in  order  to  be  good  guests,  I'm  go- 
ing to  make  this  one,  which  says  that 
the  Berea  Children's  Home,  today,  for 
lunch  at  12:30,  cost  of  ten  dollars.  There 
had  been  reservations  made  for  fifty 
people,  and  only  three  have  registered. 
If  you  are  interested  and  can  avail  your- 
selves of  that  opportunity,  please  go  to 
the  Tours  and  Travel  booth. 

The  next-to-the-last  one  is  that  we're 
sure  that  you  would  like  to  know  the  to- 
tal giving  for  the  Hope  for  the  Children 
of  Africa,  that  offering  taken  at  our 
opening  worship  service,  came  to 
$16,568.33. 

(Applause) 

And  lastly,  as  Bishop  Grove  comes  to 
offer  his  prayer,  we'd  ask  that  there 
would  be  an  opportunity  to  include  in 
that  prayer  one  among  our  own.  For  as 
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we  have  been  meeting  this  morning, 
many  of  you  may  have  been  aware  that 
Preston  Price,  who  has  been  a  member 
of  the  secretarial  staff  for  at  least  the  last 
three  quadrennia,  and  who  had  been 
seated  at  this  particular  General  Con- 
ference immediately  on  your  left,  the 
end  of  this  table,  came  to  me  and  bid  me 
farewell.  He  had  just  received  word 
that  his  father  was  dying,  and  he 
needed  to  leave;  and  so  we  had  some 
tears  and  some  prayer  up  here,  and  I 
would  ask  that  this  body  would  re- 
member him  and  his  family  as  he  goes 
to  Nashville. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Let's  pray. 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  BOYD  GROVE: 
The  Lord  be  with  you. 

AUDIENCE  RESPONSE:  And  also 
with  you. 

O  Holy  One,  Almighty  God,  at  the 
end  of  a  busy  morning  we  pause  before 
you  to  remember  brothers  in  Christ.  We 
remember  John  Cardinal  O'Connor, 
Archbishop  of  New  York,  giving 
thanks  for  his  life  and  witness.  We  pray 
for  those  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  particularly  in  the  archdiocese 
of  New  York,  who  mourn  the  passing  of 
their  chief  pastor.  Increase  our  unity 
with  them  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  with  all  who  love  and  serve 
Christ.  We  remember  before  you  Pres- 
ton Price  and  his  family,  and  Bishop 
Juan  Mendez  in  Puerto  Rico,  and  all 
others  of  your  servants  whom  we  name 
in  our  hearts  before  you.  Hear  our 
prayers,  in  the  name  and  spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord.  Amen. 

BISHOP  KLAIBER:  Amen.  We  are  ad- 
journed. 

(Prayer,  Song) 

BISHOP  CHARLENE  P. 

KAMMERER:  You  may  be  seated.  Let 
us  be  in  order  for  the  evening  session. 
Open  our  eyes,  opwn  our  hearts,  ojjen 
our  ears,  illumine  us,  O  God,  as  we  do 
our  work  and  worship  together  this 
evening  as  your  faithful  people.  1  am 
Charlene  Kammerer,  and  I  have  the 
privilege  of  serving  as  bishop  in  the 
Charlotte  Area  of  the  Western  North 
Carolirui  Annual  Conference. 

(Applause) 

And  assisting  me  tonight  are  col- 
league bishops  Alfred  Norris  and  Ken 
Carder,  and  I  thank  them  very  much.  I 
would  like  for  us  to  begin  the  evening 
with  an  update,  a  brief  announcement 
from  MoUie  Stewart,  chair  of  the  Com- 
mission on  General  Conference,  which 


will  alert  us  as  to  what  has  happened 
since  this  morning  when  you  took  the 
action  in  regard  to  the  translators  and 
providing  the  opportunity  for  full  par- 
ticipation of  all  of  our  delegates  here. 
MoUie? 

Report  of  Translators'  Hiring 

MOLLIE  STEWART:  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Kammerer,  and  good  evening 
to  this  delegation  and  group.  Church 
and  Society,  and  the  delegates  who  re- 
quested translators — translation — we 
want  you  to  know  that  we  have  good 
news.  We  left  this  place  this  morning, 
and  we  heard  the  concerns — and  not 
that  we  weren't  concerned  before,  but 
we  heard  the  concerns,  and  we  all  went 
to  work  as  you  requested  us.  We  are 
happy  to  report  that  we  now  have 
translations  in  five  languages  in  the  ten 
legislative  committees. 

(Applause) 

They  will  be  in  your  session  when 
you  return  tomorrow  morning.  We 
have  increased  the  number  of  transla- 
tors for  the  legislative  committees  from 
30  to  71.  We  did  not  want  to  just  go 
through  this  action  anddo  this  without 
you  knowing  that  there  are  some  con- 
siderable costs  have  been  incurred  and 
will  be  incurred.  We  do  not  have  the  ex- 
act dollar  figure,  but  we'd  like  to  upj- 
date  you  and  inform  you  that  the 
estimated  increase  cost  to  this  General 
Conference  will  be  approximately 
595,000.  Not  that  the  cost  means  any- 
thing, but  we  want  you  to  be  informed 
delegates  when  you  make  your  deci- 
sions later  when  we  are  discussing  and 
talking  about  budget.  We  wanted  you 
to  have  some  idea  of  the  amount-that 
you  are  going  to  affirm  in  your  next 
budget.  Because  if  you  don't,  we  will  be 
right  back  here  2004.  We  know  that  the 
dollar  is  not  the  thing  that  sets  the  tone 
for  the  work  of  God,  and  I  want  to  say 
thanks  to  Church  and  Society,  who  took 
the  risk.  I  spoke  to  the  commission  on 
the  first  day  and  said  we  must  be 
risk-takers.  So  you  took  the  risk  to  start 
a  process,  and  those  of  us  who  under- 
stood picked  it  up,  and  we  ran  with  it, 
and  now  you  have  us  to  this  present 
moment  in  time,  and  we  are  all  very 
happy  that  you  took  that  risk.  So, 
thanks  be  to  God,  and  to  God  we  give 
the  glory  for  those  persons  who  worked 
hard  and  found  the  translators  and 
have  us  now  to  this  happy  event  and  oc- 
casion. And  thank  you.  Bishop 
Kammerer,  for  allovting  us  this  oppor- 


tunity to  update  as  soon  as  we  could  the 
good  news.  TTiank  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:Thank  you, 
MoUie.  And  this  is  good  news  indeed, 
for  all  of  us. 

Now  let  me  remind  us  of  two  orders 
of  the  day  that  we  have  before  us  for 
this  evening.  First  of  all,  we  will  con- 
sider the  continuing  process  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  dealing  with  the  CPT 
report,  and  you  remember  when  we  ap- 
proved the  rules  in  that  regard  this  eve- 
ning, we'll  be  devoted  to  receiving  the 
reports  out  of  the  25  groups  that  hapn 
f)ened  yesterday.  We've  had  a  great 
number  of  p)eople  working  very  dili- 
gently to  provide  this  information  for 
us,  and  we  are  grateful. 

We  will  move  more  into  the  discern- 
ment mode  for  this  part  of  our  eve- 
ning's agenda.  This  means  that  we  will 
not  continue  to  be  in  dialogue  with  each 
other  tonight  on  the  CPT  recommenda- 
tion and  report.  It  also  means  that  there 
will  be  no  floor  debate  tonight  on  the 
CPT  report.  If  you  recall,  you  also  ap- 
proved on  Monday  with  the  rules  in 
this  regard  that  Friday  morning  would 
be  the  time  set  aside  for  debate  on  the 
CPT.  So  I  am  letting  you  know  how  we 
will  move  through  the  evening  in  that 
regard.  We  will  be  ready  at  8:30  tonight 
to  move  into  a  very  holy  and  challeng- 
ing time  for  us  in  the  act  of  repentance 
toward  reconciliation.  And  I  hop>e  that 
we  will  be  able  to  have  a  brief  recess 
in-between  this  time  and  the  beginning 
of  our  service.  I  would  like  to  ask  Mi- 
nerva Carcafio,  who  is  the  secretary  for 
CPT,  to  come  and  guide  us  through  the 
rep)ort  out  of  the  groups  yesterday.  Mi- 
nerva? 

Rq)ort  from  CPT  Discernment  Groups 

MINERVA  CARCANO:  Bishop 
Kammerer,  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  delegates  and  visitors  to  this 
General  Conference,  grace  and  peace  to 
you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  The  General  Conference  reflec- 
tion groups  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  Report  met 
on  May  3, 2000.  Members  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  convened  the  groups,  and 
seminarians  from  the  Methodist  Theo- 
logical School  in  Ohio  served  as  record- 
ers. Where  possible,  members  of  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  served  as 
observers  of  the  reflection  group  pro- 
cess. Immediately  after  the  meetmg  of 
the  reflection  groups,  the  recorders  and 
CPT    observers    were    convened    bv 
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Bishop  Susan  Hassinger  in  order  to  out- 
line the  pending  work.  The  General 
Conference  charged  the  CPT  with  the 
responsibility  of  preparing  a  written  re- 
port of  the  results  of  the  conversations 
of  the  conversations  of  the  reflection 
groups.  The  following  process  for  pre- 
paring such  a  report  was  outlined  and 
completed.  First  of  all,  the  reflection 
group  recorders  would  gather  the 
points  of  consensus  and  dissension 
forthcoming  from  the  reflection  group 
conversations.  Secondly,  the  CPT 
would  gather  the  reflection  group's 
questions  and  prepare  responses. 
Through  this  process  of  collaboration, 
the  CPT  has  prepared  its  written  report. 
We  would  now  request  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  two  purposes.  The  first 
purpose  is  to  allow  the  Methesco  stu- 
dents Kevin  Schultz  and  Rebecca  Ma- 
ples to  assist  in  the  presentation  of  the 
points  of  consent  and  dissent.  And  sec- 
ondly, for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the 
distribution  of  the  CPT's  written  report 
as  per  this  General  Conference  request. 
We  do  not  intend  to  read  the  entire  re- 
port and  feel  confident  that  we  can 
complete  our  presentation  within  the 
next  fifteen  minutes. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right,  Mi- 
nerva has  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  two  purposes  outlined,  is  there  a 
second?  It  has  been  seconded.  This  is 
not  debatable.  If  you  vote  "yes,"  vote  1; 
if  you  vote  "no,"  vote  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  comes  on.  "Yes,"  782; 
"No,"  86.  The  rules  have  been  sus- 
pended. You  may  proceed  ahead  as 
you  wish. 

CPT  Points  of  Consensus 

REBEKA  MAPLES:  Rebeka  Maples, 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio, 
West  Ohio  Conference.  (Inaudible) 

The  points  of  consensus  on  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  report 
were  as  follows:  The  report: 

•  emphasizes  spiritual  formation  to 
enhance  the  development  of  the  lo- 
cal church  and  faith  communities 
as  more  significant  places  for  pro- 
claiming the  gospel  and  carrying 
out  the  church's  mission 

•  develops  spiritual  leaders  for  the 
church,  both  lay  and  clergy,  for  in- 
trospection and  analysis 

•  creates  servant  leadership  of  bish- 
ops, district  superintendents, 
clergy,  and  laity 

•  liberates  bishops  and  district  su- 
perintendents to  be  spiritual  lead- 
ers 


•  eliminates  GCOM 

•  forms  covenant  councils,  and  pro- 
vides the  basis  for  reduction  of 
super  structure  in  administrative 
groups  throughout  the  church 

•  provides  transformational  direc- 
tions for  renewal,  revision,  restruc- 
turing, flexibility,  and  new 
opportunities 

•  benefits  the  local  church 

•  addresses  problems  and  concerns 

•  allows  freedom  for  organization, 
emphasis,  and  idea  sharing 

•  responds  to  a  global  vision  with  the 
US  as  a  central  conference 

•  levels  the  playing  field  so  that  it  is 
not  US-centered 

•  provides  restructuring  to  acknowl- 
edge issues  of  indigenous  churches 
and  makes  US  equal  to,  not  domi- 
nant to,  the  other  churches 

•  realigns  general  boards  and  estab- 
lishes a  process  for  restructuring 

•  establishes  covenant  councils  and 
covenant  relationships  to  empower 
our  global  vision  to  focus  and  func- 
tion as  a  covenant  community 

•  affirms  the  inclusivity  and  diver- 
sity of  the  connectional  system 

•  brings  the  church  back  to  Wesleyan 
roots  and  tradition 

•  encourages  doctrinal  and  theologi- 
cal discussion,  class  meetings,  and 
covenant  commuruties 

•  emphasizes  Christian  formation 
with  the  local  church  at  the  center 

•  calls  for  visionary  partnerships 
with  pastoral  and  lay  leadership 

•  brings  everyone  to  the  table  for  dia- 
logue and  discernment. 

KEVIN  SHULTS:  Kevin  Shults,  Meth- 
odist Theological  School  in  Ohio,  West 
Ohio  Conference. 

CPT  Points  of  Dissent 

The  points  of  dissent  on  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  report 
were  as  follows: 

The  proposed  CPT  report  creates  an- 
other layer  of  administrative  and  bu- 
reaucratic structure 

•  undefined  cost 

•  unclear  projections 

•  rising  apportionments 

•  economic  impact  on  other  coun- 
tries 

•  unclear  plan  for  organizational 
structure  of  recommendations 


•  unbalanced  levels  of  decision-mak- 
ing 

•  lack  of  accountability  and  monitor- 
ing of  agencies  throughout  transi- 
tion period 

•  increase  in  power  and  control  that 
bishops  possess  through  nomina- 
tion abilities 

•  lack  of  accountability  of  insuring 
equality  for  marginalized  persons 

•  structure  leaves  United  Stales  in 
primary  power 

•  a  required  sixty  percent  change  of 
the  constitution 

•  a  super  board  over  existing  agen- 
cies 

•  questions  as  to  where  and  when 
bishops  are  elected  and  conse- 
crated 

•  an  unwieldy  confusing,  costly,  and 
timely  concern  to  local  congrega- 
tions regarding  structure  and  pro- 
cess of  implementation 

•  too  much  emphasis  on  reorganiz- 
ing instead  of  making  disciples 

•  an  attitude  of  distrust  within  the 
current  GCOM  structure 

•  no  specific  rule  for  the  United 
Methodist  Women's  and  United 
Methodist  Men's 

•  unrealistic  job  descriptions  for  dis- 
trict superintendents 

•  disempowerment  of  the  local 
church  and  reinforces  hierarchical 
structure 

•  underrepresentation  of  the  United 
States  delegates  to  global  confer- 


BISHOP  KAMMER:  Minerva,  before 
you  proceed,  I  want  to  thank  these  sem- 
inarians from  Methesco  and  all  those 
who  assisted  in  the  convened  groups 
yesterday  for  their  very  hard  work. 

(Applause) 


And  also  now  that  we  have  seen  on 
the  screen  and  read  the  report  in  regard 
to  points  of  consent  with  the  report  and 
points  of  dissent,  I  want  us  simply  to 
take  a  few  moments  for  a  time  of  silence 
here  that  we  might  hear  better  what  we 
have  heard,  and  also  to  begin  asking 
ourselves  the  question  that  the  mem- 
bers of  CPT  have  lifted  up  for  us.  What 
is  the  mind  of  Christ  for  us  in  this  re- 
gard, and  what  is  the  will  of  God  for  our 
church  in  this  matter?  Let  us  be  in  a  time- 
of  silent  reflection. 
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(Time  of  silent  reflection) 

BISHOP  CHARLENE  KAMMERER: 
(prayer) 

MINERVA  CARCANO:  The  ques- 
tions raised  in  the  reflection  group  con- 
versations are  listed  and  responded  to 
in  the  written  materials  that  have  either 
been  distributed  to  you  or  are  about  to 
be  distributed  to  you.  We  commend  it 
to  you  for  your  ongoing  discernment. 
We  would  further  recommend  your 
study  of  the  previously  distributed 
document  titled  'The  Connectional 
Process  Team  Repwrt  Responding  to 
Your  Questions."  Madame  Chair,  this 
concludes  our  report. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right,  we 
thank  you  very  much,  and,  delegates, 
you  have  the  written  report  now  before 
you  and  this  will  be  yours  to  discern  and 
reflect  on  individually,  corporately,  as 
you  come  together  tomorrow  moming 
for  this  purpose.  Now,  I  would  like  to 
turn  to  Carolyn  Marshall  for  a  motion 
that  she  needs  to  make  in  regard  to 
COSROW  meditation  booklet. 

COSROW Meditation  Booklet 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Kammerer.  It  has  been  the  prac- 
tice the  last  several  General  Confer- 
ences that  the  Commission  on  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  has  prepared  a  de- 
votional booklet  which  has  been  dis- 
tributed on  the  first  day  of  General 
Conference  to  all  delegates.  In  the  pro- 
cess of  making  that  distribution  on 
Tuesday,  that  booklet  was  not  distrib- 
uted to  our  desks.  Once  again,  it  was 
missed  in  the  process  for  that  evening. 
And  so  our  rules  state  that  materials  af- 
ter the  first  day  must  seek  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  permission  of  the  body  to 
have  them  distributed.  Therefore, 
Bishop,  1  move  that  we  suspend  the 
rules  in  order  that  this  booklet  may  be 
distributed  to  all  delegates. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  The  motion's 
been  made  and  seconded  to  suspend 
the  rules  for  this  purpose.  You  will 
press  1  to  vote  Yes,  press  2  to  vote  No. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  The 
rules  have  been  suspended  and  we 
trust  that  the  COSROW  meditation 
booklets  as  a  gift  to  us  will  be  on  the  ta- 
bles tomorrow  moming.  (The  vote  is  755 
to  127.)  Thank  you  very  much.  Yes,  do 
you  want  to  be  recognized?  You're 
showing  them;  they  are  on  the  tables, 
good — I'm  glad  we've  authorized  what 
we've  already  done  (laughter).  Thank 
you.  Carolyn,  I  will  turn  to  you — are 


there    any    announcements    that    we 
should  have  at  this  time? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  I  believe 
there  are  none  at  this  moment. 

Bishop  Mendez/Puerto  Rico 
Resolution  Adopted 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  1  understood 
there  would  be  a  matter  to  come  before 
us  by  the  Puerto  Rican  delegation.  Is 
there  someone  prepared  to  speak? 
Mikerophone  8,  please. 

VICTOR  ORTIZ  (Puerto  Rico  Meth- 
odist Church):  Bishop,  we  want  to  pres- 
ent a  resolution  related  to  the  situation 
of  our  bishop  Juan  A.  Vera  Mendez.  If 
it's  possible  in  this  moment,  we  ask  for 
that  opportunity. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right, 
would  you  read  the  resolution,  please, 
for  us.  Please  listen  carefully. 

VICTOR  ORTIZ:  The  resoluHon  is  en- 
titled, 'To  our  friend  and  support. 
Bishop  Juan  A.  Vera  Mendez,  in  his 
prophetic  witness  for  peace  and  justice 
among  the  people  of  Vieques." 
Whereas,  Bishop  Juan  A.  Vera  Mendez 
as  well  as  other  religious  leaders  and 
people  have  been  removed  and  ar- 
rested today  due  to  their  presence  in  the 
restricted  area  in  the  island  of  Vieques, 
Puerto  Rico.  Whereas  their  presence  in 
the  restricted  area  is  in  response  to  a  call 
for  justice  by  the  9,500  US  citizens  of 
Vieques  who  have  lived  under  60  years 
of  military  exercises  that  includes  bom- 
bardments with  live  ammunitions. 
Whereas  the  Council  of  Bishop>s  a(>- 
prove  a  resolution  and  last  year  send  a 
delegation  in  support  of  peace  and  jus- 
tice for  Vieques.  Whereas  more  than 
ever  supjx)rt  and  a  companion  is  ur- 
gently needed.  Therefore,  be  it  resolved 
that,  (1)  The  2000  United  Methodist 
Church  General  Conference  express  to 
President  Clinton  the  request  for  stop>- 
ping  all  military  exercises  in  the  island 
of  Vieques  and  cease  the  removal  and 
arrest  of  peaceful  demonstrators  in- 
cluding the  religious  leadership  of 
Puerto  Rico  who  participate  in  the  ecu- 
menical national  coalition.  (2)  A  delega- 
tion of  the  General  Conference  which 
will  include  bishops,  lay  and  clergy 
f)eople  will  meet  with  President 
Clinton  and  visit  Puerto  Rico  to  affirm 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico 
and  express  the  suppxjrt  to  the  people  of 
Vieques  in  their  call  for  peace  and  jus- 
tice. And,  (3)  a  short  period  of  time  for 
silent  meditation  and  prayer  will  take 
place  during  this  session. 


BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right,  you 
wish  to  move  this,  you  wish  to  make  a 
motion  to  adopt  this  resolution,  is  that 
correct? 

VICTOR  ORTIZ:  I  make  a  motion, 
yes. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  Is  there  a  sec- 
ond? Is  there  any  discussion?  Seeing  no 
hands,  I'm  going  to  ask  that  you  vote  on 
the  resolution  involving  Vieques  in 
Puerto  Rico,  and  in  particular  our 
bishop  there  Juan  Vera  Mendez. 

BISHOP  CHARLENE  KAMMERER: 
If  you  wish  to  vote  yes,  press  one.  If  you 
vote  no,  press  two.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  You  have  adopted  the 
resolution.  We  will  do  this.  (The  vote  was 
762  to  188).  (Applause)  Muchas  gracias. 
And  now  I  turn  to  the  Committee  on 
Presiding  Officers,  Paul 

Extrum-Fernandez. 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ: 

Good  evening.  Tomorrow  we  have 
asked  Bishop  Bruce  Blake  to  return  to 
the  chair.  The  reason  for  that  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Presiding  Officers  felt  it 
was  iinpKjrtant  to  provide  continued 
continuity  in  dealing  with  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  report.  On 
Saturday  moming  we're  not  anticipat- 
ing any  plenary  sessions  in  the  after- 
noon for  the  tomorrow  or  evening.  We 
have  asked  Bishop  Cornelius 
Henderson  to  preside  for  the  Saturday 
moming  session.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CHARLENE  KAMMERER: 
Thank  you  Paul.  I  saw  a  card  over  here. 
Yes,  what  is  your  business?  Micro- 
phone one. 

JOE  M.  WHITTEMORE  (North  Geor- 
gia): Joe  Whittemore,  North  Georgia 

BISHOP  CHARLENE  KAMMERER: 
Joe  Whittemore,  North  Georgia. 

Request  for  Judicial  Council 
Declaratory  Decision  Proposed 

WHITTEMORE:  Bishop,  I  would  like 
to  offer  a  resolution  at  the  unanimous 
request  of  the  entire  North  Georgia  del- 
egation. \s  this  a  time  that  I  may  have? 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right,  go 
ahead,  sir. 

WHITTEMORE:  I  move  the  follow- 
ing. Be  it  resolved  as  provided  in  para- 
graph 2616.1  and  2616.2a  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline  that  the  General  Conference 
hereby  p>etitions  the  Judicial  Council 
for  a  declaratory  decision  on  the  effect 
of  how  the  covenant  relationship  be- 
tween the  annual  conference  and  its 
clergy  relates  to  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
And  further  petitions  for  a  declaratory 
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decision  on  the  application  of  the  Book 
of  Discipline  as  to  whether  there  are  cir- 
cumstances where  the  annual  confer- 
ence has  the  right  to  negate  or  ignore 
the  Book  of  Discipline.  And  further  peti- 
tions for  a  declaratory  decision  as  to  the 
constitutionality  of  actions  taken  which 
violate  the  BookofDisciplinehased  upon 
the  annual  conference  conscientiously 
disagreeing  with  a  particular  para- 
graph of  the  Discipline.  And  further  pe- 
titions for  a  declaratory  decision  on  the 
application  of  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  to 
whether  there  are  more  basic  and  fun- 
damental covenants  which  have  prece- 
dent over  the  Book  of  Discipline  and  if  so, 
provide  clarification  as  to  which  of 
these  other  covenants  the  annual  con- 
ference may  rely  upon  to  supercede  or 
disobey  disciplinary  provisions. 
Bishop  if  I  get  a  second  I  would  like  to 
speak  to  the  motion. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  It  has  been 
seconded  and  we'll  need  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  up  here  and  I  did  not  ask  this 
of  Victor  Ortiz.  Please  make  sure  the 
secretary  has  a  copy  of  the  resolution  in 
regard  to  Vieques  as  well.  Now,  please 
speak  to  your  motion. 

WHITTEMORE:  Bishop,  I  have  a 
PowerPoint  copy  of  this.  Would  you 
like  for  it  to  be  shown  on  the  screen? 

BISHOP  CHARLENE  KAMMERER: 
No,  I  do  not  think  so  because  other  dele- 
gates have  not  had  that  privilege. 

Request  for  Judicial  Council 
Decision  Explained 

WHITTEMORE:  Thank  you.  It  is  in  a 
spirit  of  Christian  love  that  we  request 
your  consideration  of  this  matter.  This 
resolution  is  not  directed  at  others.  It  is 
directed  at  our  need.  We  want  to  be 
comfortable  with  our  covenant  rela- 
tionship with  the  general  church.  We 
need  to  know  how  to  interpret  what  de- 
fines our  agreement  with  others  to  be  in 
ministry  together.  We  United  Method- 
ists and  our  predecessor  organizations 
have  been  in  covenant  with  one  another 
for  over  200  years.  Our  covenant  in 
business  terms  is  a  partnership,  which 
is  by  mutual  consent  an  agreement  to 
work  together.  In  order  for  any  cove- 
nant partnership  to  work  over  the  long 
run  there  has  to  be  an  agreement  which 
contains  the  understandings  of  the  par- 
ties. Without  an  understanding  by  the 
partners  any  covenant  partnership  will 
never  succeed  or  be  lasting.  If  this  is  not 
correct,  why  do  we  even  have  a  Book  of 
Discipline!  Legally,  we  are  a  corpora- 
tion. But  in  reality  we  are  a  covenant 


partnership.  Technically,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  an  entity  unto  it- 
self with  its  own  life  and  can  survive 
without  a  single  member.  But  practi- 
cally, vdthout  you  and  me  working  to- 
gether in  covenant  partnership,  in 
mutual  trust,  there  will  not  be  much 
value  in  that  corporation.  A  clear  un- 
derstanding of  what  makes  up  our 
partnership  agreement  is  essential  if  we 
are  to  work  together.  If  we  have  no  un- 
derstanding of  how  our  relationship  is 
defined,  then  we  will  have  chaos,  and 
we  must  be  able  to  trust  one  another  to 
live  within  our  covenant.  If  you  do 
what  you  want  today  and  I  do  what  I 
want  tomorrow,  our  relationship  will 
never  work  over  the  long  run. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  Joe,  you  are  at 
the  two-minute  mark.  Please  wrap  up 
your  speaking  to  the  motion. 

WHITTEMORE:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 
At  this  point,  we  lack  confidence  that 
we  can  define  our  covenant  and  this  is 
unacceptable.  Before  we  leave  this 
place  we  need  a  clear  understanding  of 
how  we  define  our  covenant  relation- 
ship and  ultimately  we  must  be  able  to 
trust  one  another  to  carry  out  our  defin- 
able, mutually  agreeable  covenant  rela- 
tionship. We  urge  your  support  of  this 
resolution.  Thank  you  Bishop. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right.  I  do 
see  there  are  persons  who  want  to 
speak.  In  the  back,  the  gentleman  who 
is  standing  in  Section  D,  yellow  card, 
please  move  to  microphone  8.  Name 
and  conference  and  please  state  if 
you're  speaking  for  or  against  the  reso- 
lution. 

LARRY  D.  PICKENS  (Northern  Illi- 
nois): Larry  Pickens,  Northern  Illinois. 
Point  of  order.  Bishop,  is  it  properly  be- 
fore us  at  this  point?  My  understanding 
is  that  in  order  for  this  to  be  before  the 
Judicial  Council  it  has  to  have  jurisdic- 
tion under  the  basis  of  it  being  some 
form  of  legislation  and  as  it  stands  at 
this  point,  no  legislation  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  It  is  my  un- 
derstanding that  it  is  appropriate  for 
the  General  Conference  to  file  a  petition 
of  this  nature  to  the  Judicial  Council.  It 
would  be  filed  and  forwarded  to  them. 
So  it  is  properly  before  us. 

PICKENS:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right,  mi- 
crophone 7. 

PHILIP  R.  GRANGER  (North  Indi- 
ana): Thank  you,  bishop.  Phil  Granger, 
North  Indiana.  We  have  ...this  is  a 
speech  in  support.  We  celebrate  the  fact 


that  we  are  a  pluralistic  denomination. 
We  celebrate  the  ability  as  United 
Methodists  to  be  able  to  come  at  our 
theological  task  from  different  perspec- 
tives. However,  inherent  in  that,  then, 
is  the  need  for  some  basis  of  our  life  to- 
gether. Historically  we  have  under- 
stood that  to  be  the  Discipline.  At  this 
moment  in  our  history,  we  are  faced 
with  conflicting  understandings  of 
how  that  Discipline  functions.  I  would 
urge  this  body  to  support  this  motion 
because  we  must  reformulate  how  it  is 
that  we  live  together  so  that  we  truly 
can  leave  this  place  as  United  Method- 
ists. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right, 
that's  a  speech  for.  The  pink  card,  right 
here,  please  move  to  microphone  4. 

THOMAS  O.  GARNHART  (Wiscon- 
sin): Tom  Gamhardt,  Wisconsin  Con- 
ference. I  would  speak  in  opposition  to 
the  motion  in  that  I  think  the  issues  be- 
fore us  are  not  issues  primarily  of 
church  law  and  polity  and  how  the  Dis- 
cipline says  one  thing  or  the  other. 
Thaf  s  not  where  we  have  some  differ- 
ences with  each  other.  We  are  unsure 
about  what  God  is  saying  to  us.  It's 
theological  things  that  we  are  strug- 
gling with,  it's  what  God  is  asking  us  to 
do  in  certain  areas  of  our  life  together 
and  the  Judicial  Council  is  not  histori- 
cally the  best  source  of  getting  solid, 
theological  wisdom. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  Thafs  a 
speech  against.  I  ask  you  not  to  applaud 
any  of  the  speakers.  In  the  back.  Section 
D,  the  yellow  card,  move  to  micro- 
phone 8. 

TYSON  FERGUSON  (Detroit):  Tyson 
Ferguson,  lay  delegate,  Detroit  Confer- 
ence. I  have  a  parliamentary  question 
for  the  bishop.  Is  there  not  a  procedure 
that  we're  missing  in  this  process  if  we 
continue  in  the  current  way  of  bringing 
resolutions  that  would  mean  that  we 
could  all  bring  them  right  here  to  the 
floor.  My  understanding,  and  help  me 
if  I'm  incorrect,  would  be  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  before  the  resolution  is  pre- 
sented. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  I  have  al- 
lowed the  discussion  of  resolutions  this 
evening  because  we  have  had  the  gen- 
erosity of  unexpected  time.  I  believe 
that  it  would  be  up  to  the  bishop  presid- 
ing to  determine  whether  or  not  we 
would  need  to  suspend  the  rules.  We 
are  facing  an  order  of  the  day  so 
whether  or  not  this  body  is  able  to  act 
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on  this  resolution,  you  will  determine 
with  the  time  that  we  have  remaining; 
but  it  is  properly  before  us.  And  we 
may  proceed  with  the  discussion. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Thank 
you  for  the  clarification. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  We  are  mov- 
ing quickly  toward  the  rime  of  our  re- 
cess before  this  service,  all  right?  Back 
here?  Section  D,  the  yellow  card.  Move 
to  microphone  eight. 

FRANK  DORSEY:  Frank  Dorsey 
from  Kansas  East.  I'm  speaking  against 
the  resolution.  I  think  so  often  that  we 
confuse  contract  with  covenant,  and 
the  substance  of  this  resolution  is  about 
contract.  And  it  is  seeking  a  litigious 
way  of  solving  a  very  spiritual  prob- 
lem. 1  would  hope  we  could  work  with 
covenant  and  conferencing  so  that  we 
could  learn  how  to  hve  together. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right, 
that's  two  speeches  against.  I  will  allow 
one  speech  for,  and  I  believe  we  will 
have  to  go  ahead  into  the  time  of  recess. 
Is  there  a  speech  for?  Yes,  microphone 
one. 

BEN  CHAMNESS:  Ben  Chamness, 
Texas  Conference.  Bishop,  I  move  the 
previous  question  on  all  that's  before 
us. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  All  right,  that 
is  before  us.  If  you  would  move  the  pre- 
vious question  on  all  that's  before  us, 
vote  yes,  vote  one.  If  you  would  vote 
no,  vote  two.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
comes  on. 

All  right  that  has  passed,  so  are 
we — we  are  ready  to  vote.  The  resolu- 
tion, the  Joe  Whittimore  resolution,  is 
before  you.  If  you  would  vote  yes,  press 
one.  If  you  would  vote  no,  press  two. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  turns  on. 

The  resolution  is  adopted — simple 
majority.  All  right,  now,  thank  you  very 
much  for  your  patience  and  your  delib- 
erations this  evening.  We  will — we  will 
be  in  recess  until  8:30,  and  the  worship 
service  will  begin  on  time.  And  we 
hojje  that  God  will  bless  us  in  this  wor- 
ship together.  I  would  like  for  Bishop 
Ernest  Lyght  to  come  and  have  a  prayer 
for  us  as  we  move  into  the  time  of  re- 
cess. Bishop  Lyght. 

Bishop  Lyght  Closes  Business  WithPrayer 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Let  us  pray.  God  of 
the  night  and  God  of  the  day.  One  who 
leads  us  when  we  are  not  sure.  One  who 
leads  us  through  chaos  into  peace.  Be 
present  with  us  we  pray.  As  we  seek  to 
listen,  as  we  attempt  to  see,  even  as  we 


seek  to  speak.  May  your  Spirit  always 
be  with  us,  for  we  would  discern  your 
will.  Make  known  to  us  in  a  still  quiet 
voice  your  will  and  your  way.  As  we 
continue  to  discern  the  CPT  report,  as 
we  open  our  hearts  of  concern  for  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Puerto  Rico  and 
those  who  are  on  the  island  of  Vieques, 
be  present  there,  guiding  and  leading  in 
the  night  and  in  the  day.  In  Jesus'  name 
we  pray.  Amen. 

BISHOP  KAMMERER:  We  are  now 
in  recess  until  8:30. 

(Songs  and  Worship, 
led  by  Cynthia  Wilson) 

BISHOP  GROVE:  I  would  like  to  rec- 
ognize the  Reverend  McCallister 
HoUins  to  make  a  brief  statement  before 
we  begin. 

McCallister  Hollins  Commends  Racial 
Reconciliation  Service 

MCCALLISTER  HOLLINS:  Good 
evening,  my  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ.  I  stand  before  you  in  several  ca- 
pacities tonight.  I  stand  before  you  as  a 
delegate  of  this  marvelous  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  2000.  I 
stand  before  you  as  the  newly  elected 
vice-chair  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal.  I  stand  before  you  as 
a  member  of  the  Commission  on  Union, 
the  group  set  apart  and  set  to  guide  the 
relationship) — the  future  relationship 
and  present  relationships  between 
United  Methodists  and  our  brothers 
and  sisters  of  other  Methodist  denomi- 
nations. I  stand  before  you  as  a  Method- 
ist for  fifty  years,  as  I  was  baptized 
when  I  was  six-weeks-old  into  The 
Methodist  Church.  I  stand  before  you 
as  one  who  stands  with  a  lot  of  pain  to- 
night, along  with  many  other  brothers 
and  sisters  in  this  place,  but  I  stand  be- 
fore you  as  a  proud  United  Methodist. 
It  is  my  prayer  that  you  will  be  sensi- 
tized to  the  pain  of  those  of  us  who  are 
African  Americans  and  United  Meth- 
odists tonight  in  this  service.  For  as  the 
service  was  formed,  we  believe  that 
there  should  have  been  more  sensitiv- 
ity, but  we  find  ourselves  at  this  place. 
Many  of  us  are  not  here  tonight.  Some 
of  us  were  planning  to  walk  out  to- 
night. But  I  plan  to  stay.  I  hope  others 
will  do  the  same,  as  we  have  that  re- 
sfwnsibility  to  God  and  to  one  another 
as  members  of  this  great  church.  It  is  my 
prayer  that  as  a  result  of  the  insensitiv- 
ity  and  the  alienation  that  we're  feeling 
and  the  pain  as  we  move  through  this 
service,  that  we  will  begin  to  think  very 
seriously  about  our  plight  with  racism 


in  this  nation,  in  particular  within 
United  Methodism,  as  we  search  to 
move  others  of  African  descent  and  Af- 
rican Americans  from  other  denomina- 
tions into  this  wonderful 
denomination.  It  is  with  much  love  that 
I  stand  before  you  in  a  very  heavy  heart 
tonight,  asking  you  to 

please — pray — and  may  this  service 
truly  be  more  than  just  a  litany  and  a 
worship  service,  but  a  means  of  us  be- 
ginning to  really  deal  and  implement 
ways  to  become  the  true  family  of  God. 
God  bless  you. 

(Applause) 

(Applause) 

Introduction  to  the  Service 

BISHOP  ROY  1.  SANO:  We  always 
live  between  the  already  and  the  ought 
not  yet.  We  read  in  the  Scriptures,  Jesus 
Christ  has  broken  down  the  walls  of 
hostility  and  the  not  yet  in  order  to 
make  one  Body. 

We  long  to  heal  our  separation  from 
African  American  Methodist  denomi- 
nations, namely  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  African  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Zion  Church,  and  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Toward  this  end,  we  have  first  dared  to 
call  for  visible  unity,  and  we  are  work- 
ing together  in  a  Commission  on  Un- 
ion. Second,  if  institutional  unity  is  to 
advance  the  reign  and  realm  of  God  in 
our  midst  and  have  an  impact  on  the 
world,  we  are  therefore  developing 
partnership  in  ministry.  We  have  for 
example  been  partners  in  a  campaign 
against  substance  abuse  and  are  work- 
ing together  on  the  Commission  on 
Pan-Methodist  Coop)eration.  Third; 
however,  we  finally  want  sf>ecific  ways 
to  infusea  visible  unity  and  partnership 
in  ministry  with  a  special  dimension, 
namely,  the  spiritual  one,  where  the 
breath  of  the  winds  of  the  Spirit  will 
make  us  into  a  living  being — more  than 
an  organization,  an  organism,  the  body 
of  Christ.  So  that  the  United  Methodist 
pjart  of  the  body  of  Christ  will  breathe 
more  freely  and  fully  the  right  kind  of 
authentic  spirituality,  we  are  partici- 
pating in  these  acts  of  repentance  for 
reconciliation  this  evening. 

While  we  have  been  on  a  long  and  ar- 
duous journey  in  search  of  healing  and 
reconciliation,  the  new  quadranium 
and  the  new  century  challenge  us  to 
launch  a  new  phase  in  our  pilgrimage 
in  Christ  who  makes  us  one.  You  are  in- 
vited to  make  creative  adaptations  of 
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this  service  for  your  annual  conferences 
and  congregations,  planned  and  con- 
ducted, of  course,  with  Pan-Methodist 
participation  in  conjunction  with  this 
act  of  repentance  the  spiritual  forma- 
tion study  document  named  Stqjs  To- 
ward Wholeness:  Learning  and  Repentance 
has  been  tested  in  the  field  and  pro- 
posed in  your  Daily  Christian  Advocate, 
Vol.,1  Section  3  [p.  1048].  It  is  the  last 
lengthy  document  in  that  section. 

The  apostle  Paul  urged  the  Corin- 
thian Christians  to  avoid  a  worldly 
grief  which  produces  death,  and  we 
pray  as  he  urged  the  Corinthian  Chris- 
tians to  move  toward  a  Godly  grief  or  a 
remorse  which  "produces  a  repentance 
that  leads  to  salvation  and  brings  no  re- 
morse." Paul  said  that  salvation  is  evi- 
dent in  the  eagerness  to  clear  ourselves 
to  experience  indignation,  longing,  and 
zeal,  and  even  to  be  open  to  the  punish- 
ment of  God.  We  repeat  those  words 
because  this  evening  we  gather  before  a 
holy  God,  and  the  Bible  speaks  of  the 
wrath  of  this  holy  God  understandably 
because  this  holy  God  takes  offense 
when  the  goodness  of  creation  is  vio- 
lated by  sin,  evil,  or  death.  'Taking  of- 
fense" is  too  mild  a  word;  we  must 
speak  of  the  holy  God  as  outraged  by 
sin  and  evil,  and  therefore  goes  on  the 
offensive  against  sin  and  evil.  And  we 
are  told  that  the  very  gates  of  hell,  the 
stronghold  of  evil,  will  not  withstand 
the  reign  and  the  realm  of  God  moving 
in  upon  us,  saving  us,  sanctifying  all 
that  has  been  desecrated  and  hallowing 
all  that  has  been  violated.  With  these 
reminiscences  of  our  biblical  heritage 
we  enter  into  this  time  of  acts  of  repen- 
tance. Pause  to  acknowledge  those  who 
have  joined  us.  First  of  all,  we  want  to 
acknowledge  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Union  who  are  seated  up 
here,  if  they  would  rise,  please  and  then 
the  Commission  on  Pan-Methodist  Co- 
operation, who  are  leading  in  the  union 
and  cooperation.  Would  you  stand, 
please,  and  I'm  sure  the  congregation 
would  want  to  acknowledge  you. 

(Applause) 

Welcome  of  Guests 

And  we  have  representing  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Bishop 
McKinley  Young,  please.  (Applause) 
And  Adrian  A.  Morris,  please.  (Ap- 
plause) From  African  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Zion  Church,  Bishop  Clarence  Carr 
(Applause),  and  Lula  K.  Howard.  (Ap- 
plause) And  we  who  have  worked  in  this 
area  readily  acknowledge  our  indebted- 


ness to  Mary  Love,  who  is  an  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Zion  ecu- 
menical officer.  Mary,  please.  (Applause) 
From  the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Bishop  Nathaniel  Lindsey,  and 
Juanita  Bryant. 

(Applause) 
(Cynthia  Wilson,  song) 

(Sustained  Applause) 

(Dpening  Sentences 

BISHOP  ELIAS  G.  GALVAN:  Will 
you  please  turn  your  attention  to  the 
opening  sentences  in  the  order  of  wor- 
ship. Your  prophets  have  seen  for  you 
false  and  deceptive  visions;  they  have 
not  exposed  your  iniquity  and  so  re- 
versed your  fortunes,  but  have  seen  or- 
acles for  you  that  are  false  and 
misleading. 

CONGREGATION:  Let  us  test  and 
examine  our  ways,  and  return  to  the 
Lord.  Let  us  lift  up  our  hearts  as  well  as 
our  hands  to  God  in  heaven.  We  have 
transgressed  and  rebelled  and  you 
have  not  forgotten. 

(The  congregation  sings  the  first  two 
verses  of  "Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing") 

Introduction  to  the  Symbols 

RUTH  A.  DAUGHERTY  (Eastern 
Pennsylvania):  A  plumb-line,  a 
plumb-line  is  a  length  of  light  rope  with 
a  lead  weight  attached  to  one  end  that 
when  it  is  suspended  by  the  other  end 
will  show  whether  a  line  is  vertical  and 
therefore  stable  and  true.  Amos  had  a 
vision  of  God  holding  a  plumb-line 
with  which  to  test  the  people's  capacity 
for  true  righteousness.  The  plumb-line 
hangs  in  the  midst  of  this  assembly  as  a 
constant  reminder  that  we  must  pass 
God's  test  for  righteousness. 

RHYMES  H.  MONCURE  (Missouri 
East):  The  LORD  was  standing  beside  a 
wall  built  with  a  plumb-line.  And  the 
LORD  said  to  me,  "Amos  what  do  you 
see?" 

Amos  said,  "I  see  a  plumb  line." 

Then  the  LORD  said,  "See,  I  am  set- 
ting a  plumb-line  in  the  midst  of  my 
people  Israel." 

DAUGHERTY:  Salt  was  an  extremely 
precious  and  valuable  commodity  be- 
cause it  was  the  most  important  preser- 
vative for  food  before  refrigeration.  Salt 
was  often  used  in  the  biblical  world  as  a 
sign  that  the  parties  to  an  agreement  in- 
tended to  preserve  their  covenant 
vows.  Blocks  of  salt  are  here  as  the  sign 
that  God  has  entered  in  our  covenants. 


MONCURE:  The  LORD  spoke  to 
Aaron  regarding  the  responsibilities 
undertaken  by  the  priests  and  Levites 
saying,  'This  is  a  perpetual  covenant  of 
salt  before  the  LORD  with  you  and  with 
your  descendents  also." 

The  LORD  the  God  of  Israel  called 
out:  "Hear  me  Jeroboam  and  all  Israel: 
Ought  you  not  know  that  the  LORD, 
the  God  of  Israel,  gave  the  kingship 
over  Israel  to  David  and  his 
descendents  in  perpetuity  by  a  cove- 
nant of  salt?" 

Jesus  said,  "You  are  salt  to  the  world. 
But  if  salt  becomes  tasteless  how  is  its 
saltiness  to  be  restored?  It  is  now  good 
for  nothing  but  to  be  thrown  away  and 
trodden  underfoot." 

DAUGHERTY:  God  alone  knows 
how  fast  the  church  began  to  break 
apart.  The  walls  have  not  been  plumb 
with  justice.  The  salt  with  which  we 
sealed  the  covenant  has  become  taste- 
less by  our  careless  handling  and  will-  J 
ful  disregard  of  others.  % 

(Members  of  the  Edna  Duffy  Liturgical 
Dance  Company  dance  around  the  blocks  of 
salt.  At  first  they  dance  together,  then  one 
by  one  begin  to  shout,  "  We  don't  like 
them,  they're  not  like  us.  We  don't  like 
them;  they're  not  like  us."  Finally,  they 
take  up  sledgehammers  and  begin  to  smash 
the  blocks  of  salt.) 

(The  congregation  sings  the  final  verse 
of  "Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing") 

ANTHONY  ALEXANDER,  POR- 
TRAYING RICHARD  ALLEN:  I'm 
here  from  my  rest,  because  it  has  been 
told  to  me  that  our  church  has  forgotten 
its  history,  I  stand  before  you  tonight  to 
remind  you  of  part  of  who  you  are.  I 
was  born  a  slave  in  Philadelphia  in 
1760.  I  was  one  of  the  first  slaves  to  be 
emancipated  during  the  Revolutionary 
era,  and  I  was  forced  to  forge  an  iden- 
tity for  myself  and  for  my  people.  I  be- 
came a  Christian  under  the  preaching 
of  Freeborn  Garretson.  He  was  an  itin- 
erant preacher  and  I  was  seventeen 
years  of  age.  Oh,  I  was  awakened  and 
brought  to  see  myself  fallen  and 
wretched  and  without  the  mercy  of 
God.  I  knew  my  soul  must  be  lost.  I 
earned  my  freedom  by  sawing 
cordwood  and  driving  a  wagon  train 
during  the  war.  After  the  war  I  fur- 
thered the  Methodist  cause  by  becom- 
ing a  licensed  exhorter.  Oh,  I  preached 
to  colored  people  and  White  folks  alike 
from  New  York  to  South  Carolina. 
There  were  a  number  of  Methodist 
leaders  who  made  comment  of  my 
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preaching  abilities,  including  the  first 
American  Methodist  bishop,  Francis 
Asbury.  It  was  my  good  pleasure  to 
have  been  ordained  by  Bishop  Asbury. 
I  rejected  an  offer  to  become  pastor  of  a 
church  organized  by  The  Free  African 
Society.  1  simply  informed  them  that  I 
could  not  be  anything  else  but  a  Meth- 
odist. 1  was  bom  and  awakened  under 
Methodism.  So  to  reconcile  my  faith 
and  my  African  identity  I  formed  my 
own  congregation.  I  gathered  around 
me  ten  Black  Methodists  and  we  took 
over  a  blacksmith  shop  in  the  increas- 
ingly Black  southern  section  of  Phila- 
delphia. We  converted  it  to  Bethel 
Afncan  Methodist  Espicopal  Church. 
Although  Bethel  Church  opened  in  a 
I  ceremony  led  by  Bishop  Asbury,  its 
I  tiny  congregation  worship>ed  sepa- 
I  rately  from  its  White  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. Now  before  you  start  ritching 
around  in  your  seats  and  talking  about 
me,  calling  me  names  under  your 
breath,  let  me  tell  you  about  my  deci- 
sion to  form  a  Black  congregation.  It 
was  due  to  White  racism.  Although 
most  White  Methodists  in  the  1790's 
favored  emancipation,  they  refused  to 
treat  colored  p>eople  as  equals.  They  re- 
fused to  allow  us  to  be  buried  in  the 
congregation's  cemeteries.  May  I  re- 
mind you  of  St.  George's  and  how  we 
left  that  sanctuary.  You  forget,  I  know. 
Permit  me  to  recount  part  of  that  inci- 
dent. A  number  of  us  usually  gathered 
for  worship  at  St.  George's,  and  when 
the  colored  people  became  too  numer- 
ous they  moved  us  from  the  seats  we 
occupied,  erected  galleries  around  the 
walls,  and  said  we  should  sit  there.  The 
sexton  met  us  at  the  door  on  this  sab- 
bath morning  and  directed  us  to  the 
gallery.  We  expected  to  sit  over  the 
seats  we  normally  occupied. 

Once  we  were  there,  meeting  had  be- 
gun and  the  elder  said,  "Let  us  pray." 
We  had  not  been  long  upon  our  knees 
before  I  heard  considerable  scuffling 
and  low  talking.  I  raised  my  head  to  see 
what  was  the  matter  and  there  I  saw  a 
trustee  holdmg  the  Rev.  Absalom 
Jones,  pulling  him  up  from  his  knees 
and  saying,  "You  must  get  up.  You  can- 
not kneel  here."  Mr.  Jones  replied,  "But 
sir,  wait  'til  prayer  is  over  and  we  will 
quit  this  place."  "No,"  the  trustee  said, 
"You  must  get  up  now." 

With  that,  he  beckoned  to  other  trust- 
ees and  they  began  to  pull  on  others  of 
us.  Now  by  this  time  prayer  was  over 
and  we  all  left  the  church  in  a  body. 
They  raised  a  great  excitement  and  in- 
quiry among  the  citizens.    I  supp>ose 


some  became  ashamed  of  their  con- 
duct. For  a  while  the  new  congregation 
that  I  formed  continued  to  be  part  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  re- 
ceiving preachers  appointed  by  the  an- 
nual conference.  But  soon  relationships 
began  to  deteriorate:  lack  of  support, 
lack  of  understanding  on  the  part  of 
White  church  leaders,  coupled  by  a 
strong  desire  by  African  Americans  to 
want  to  conduct  their  own  business. 
And  so,  this  led  to  the  denomination 
now  known  as  African  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

I  saw  racial  discrimination  at  St 
George's  Church  as  a  manifestation  of 
the  decline  of  the  fervor  of  American 
Methodism.  So  I  established  the  AME 
Church  in  protest  against  racism  and  to 
preserve  evangelicalism  and  egalitari- 
anism  in  American  Methodism.  I  think 
I  introduced  a  broader  debate  of  the  na- 
ture of  Wesleyan  spirituality,  envision- 
ing African  Methodism  as  a  movement 
that  emphasized  a  religion  of  warmth 
that  was  more  faithful  to  Wesley  than 
White  American  Methodist  church  had 
become. 

Racism  Divided  the  Methodist  Family 

DR.  WILUAM  MCCLAIN  (AME 
Zion  Church):  The  corporate  sin  of  rac- 
ism divided  the  early  Methodist  family. 
The  question  comes  to  us  now  painfully 
as  it  came  of  old.  Lord,  how  long?  Lord, 
how  long?  A  church  that  preached 
prevenient,  justifying,  sanctifying 
grace,  and  talked  the  liberating  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  could  not  find  in  its  heart 
the  will  and  a  way  to  practice  what  it 
preached  and  taught. 

The  church  of  the  Wesleys  in  North 
America  could  not  find  that  elusive 
place  that  comes  when  rhetoric  and  hu- 
man awareness  are  in  compliance  with 
each  other.  And  so,  many  African- 
American  Methodists,  beginning  with 
Richard  Allen  in  Philadelphia,  St. 
George's  Church  in  1787,  and  continu- 
ing with  James  Varick  and  Peter  Wil- 
liams in  New  York  City  at  the  John 
Street  Church  in  1796,  and  continuing 
with  the  colored  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  New 
Orleans  in  1866  led  by  William  Henry 
Miles  and  Richard  Vanderhorst  found 
it  necessary  for  their  own  witness,  their 
own  integrity,  their  own  self  esteem, 
their  own  self  development  to  separate 
themselves  from  this  church.  It  was  not 
the  Wesleyan  theology  that  they  ob- 
jected to  for  they  retained  its  essential 
doctrines  and  tenets.  It  was  not  the  epis- 
copal polity  that  they  resented.  Because 


of  their  affinity  and  romance  with 
Methodism,  these  African-American 
Methodist  bodies  established,  adopting 
with  only  minor,  minor,  minor  modifi- 
cations the  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline, 
the  twenty-five  Articles  of  Religion, 
and  the  structure  of  the  mother  church. 
And  just  like  the  United  Methodists, 
two  of  their  quadrennial  general  con- 
ferences will  meet  later  this  year  in  2000 
as  well.  It  was  not  the  structure,  it  was 
not  the  Wesleyan  hymnody  that  caused 
them  to  go.  In  their  early  and  present 
hymnals  they  printed  and  in  their 
churches  they  sang  and  continue  to 
sing  songs  of  grace  and  salvation  of  the 
Wesleys  and  Methodism. 

It  was  not  that  they  did  not  believe 
that  the  church  ought  to  be  global.  They 
agreed  with  John  Wesley  about  the 
world  being  their  parish  and  proceeded 
rather  early  in  the  lives  of  their 
churches  to  establish  mission  stations 
of  their  denominations  in  Africa,  in 
Haiti,  the  Bahamas,  the  Caribbean  Is- 
lands, Guyana,  England,  and  other 
parts  of  the  world.  It  was  not  that  they 
did  not  believe  that  the  church  should 
be  global.  These  African-American 
Methodists  quietly  rebelled  against  the 
offensiveness  of  segregation,  racism, 
lack  of  full  particpation  in  the  life  of  the 
church,  and  the  demeaning  treatment 
that  they  received  at  the  hands  of  other 
professing  Methodists  who  were  not  of 
their  same  color. 

They  left  because  of  the  alarming  in- 
consistencies between  the  teachings  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
the  expression  and  the  practice  of  the 
faith.  The  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  African  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Zion  Church,  and  the  Colored,  now 
called  Christian  since  1954,  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  emerged  as  the  sym- 
bol and  the  substance  of  their  rebellion. 
One  of  the  continuing  symbols  and  sub- 
stance of  that  rebellion  is  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  pro- 
testing discrimination  at  the  Lord's  ta- 
ble and  the  lack  of  coordination  and 
itineration  of  the  Black  ministers  at 
John  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  New  York  City  in  1796. 
James  Varrick,  who  was  to  become  the 
first  bishop  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church,  requested  of 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury,  and  was 
granted  the  permission  for  the  Africans 
who  were  members  and  subscribers  of 
the  John  Street  Church  to  conduct  wor- 
ship among  themselves.  They  re- 
mained associated  with  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  body  and  the  John  Street 
Church. 

The  actual  break  with  the  mother 
church  did  not  occur  until  the  Fall  of 
1820  when  an  African  conference  was 
organized,  still  protesting  the  contin- 
ued mistreatment  of  Black  people  by 
the  parent  body.  In  1822,  they  elected 
James  Varrick  as  bishop  when  four  con- 
gregations from  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania and  Connecticut  came 
together  to  form  a  separate  body.  But 
the  complete  and  total  break — still  hop- 
ing, still  wishing,  still  trying  to  make 
the  mother  church  be  the  church — the 
complete  and  total  break  did  not  occur 
until  after  the  General  Conference  of 
1824  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  thus  the  AME  Zionists 
formed  a  church  and  came  into  full 
flower  of  freedom.  And  a  freedom 
church  it  was,  being  the  first  among  all 
of  the  Methodist  bodies,  including  the 
parent  church,  to  grant  to  women  the 
vote  and  clerical  ordination.  The  AME 
Zion  Church:  there's  little  wonder  that 
it  claimed  the  allegiance  of  such  lumi- 
nous leaders  as  Sojourner  Truth  and 
Harriett  Tubman  and  Frederick 
Douglass,  who  was  licensed  as  a  local 
preacher  in  the  AME  Zion  Church.  Per- 
haps the  most  amiable  separation  of  Af- 
rican Americans  from  the  parent  body 
of  this  African  American  ecclesiastical 
trilogy  was  the  Colored,  now  called 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Requesting  and  being  granted  the  per- 
mission to  have  their  own  church  sepa- 
rated from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  at  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  1866  meeting  in  New  Orleans, 
these  southern  African  Methodists  es- 
tablished the  CME  Church  in  1870  in 
Jackson,  Tennessee.  There  in  First 
■  Methodist  Church,  South,  of  Jackson, 
Tennessee,  Bishop  Robert  Payne  conse- 
crated the  first  two  bishops  of  the  CME 
Church,  William  Henry  Miles  and 
Richard  H.  Vanderhorse,  completing 
the  trio  of  separated  African  Americans 
who  retained  their  allegiance  to  Meth- 
odist theology,  Methodist  doctrine,  and 
polity;  retained  their  allegiance,  but  not 
its  practice  of  discrimination,  segrega- 
tion, and  racism.  These  African  Ameri- 
can Methodist  separate  bodies  exist 
today  as  reminder  and  symbol  of  a  cri- 
sis of  conscience  and  the  substance  of  a 
disunited  church. 

The  question  still  remains,  Lord, 
Lord,  how  long?  Lord,  Lord,  how  long? 

Racism  Established 
the  Central  Jurisdiction 


BISHOP  JAMES  S.  THOMAS:  Two 
outstanding  and  deeply  moving  emo- 
tions do  I  remember  from  the  year  1939. 
The  first  and  quite  personal  one  was  my 
college  graduation,  a  time  of  great  joy. 
The  second  was  the  established  fact  of 
the  Central  Jurisdiction,  a  time  of  deep 
and  profound  pain  for  me.  I  was  gradu- 
ating from  college,  a  local  preacher,  ide- 
alistic, wishing  more  for  the  church 
than  the  state  could  produce.  These 
conflicting  emotions  I  remember  as  if  it 
were  yesterday.  I  found  out  later  that 
this  curse  was  so  deeply  rooted  in 
American  history  and  in  church  history 
that  my  deep  pain  and  joy,  mixed  as 
they  were,  was  only  a  small  part  of  the 
story. 

And  so,  let  me  share  briefly  a  part  of 
the  wider  historical  landscape  that 
brought  about  the  establishment  of  the 
Central  Jurisdiction.  One  of  the  most 
decisive  Methodist  General  Confer- 
ences met  in  New  York  City  on  May  1, 
1844.  (Methodists  have  always  liked 
May.)  At  that  time,  slavery  had  been  a 
major  issue  both  in  the  colonies  since 
1619  and  in  the  United  States  since 
1776.  With  such  a  long  history  of  this 
"peculiar  institution"  of  slavery,  it  was 
inevitable  that  it  had  to  be  faced  by  the 
then  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  On 
Saturday,  May  4,  exactly  156  years  ago, 
a  committee  on  slavery  was  formed  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  There 
was  intense  debate — is  there  ever  a 
General  Conference  without  it?  The  de- 
bate surrounded  the  Reverend  Francis 
Pardin,  a  Baltimore  preacher  who  held 
slaves  and  had  made  an  appeal  to  the 
General  Conference  that  was  turned 
down  117  to  56.  The  General  Confer- 
ence then  became  embroiled  in  two  is- 
sues: one,  the  overriding  issue  of 
slavery,  with  which  it  had  had  long  his- 
tory; and  two,  the  related  issue  of  the 
power  of  the  General  Conference  to 
suspend  a  minister,  or  as  it  turned  out,  a 
bishop,  for  holding  slaves.  It  is  now  a 
well-known  historical  fact  that  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  divided 
over  the  issue  of  race.  The  long  road  to 
Methodist  union  is  a  study  in  ecclesias- 
tical history  that  would  be  instructive 
for  us  here  tonight.  When  the  time  three 
major  branches  of  the  Methodist 
Church  united  after  95  years  of  separa- 
tion, a  major  question  was,  "What  shall 
we  do  with  the  colored  members?" 

BISHOP  JAMES  THOMAS:  So  much 
for  the  history  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. On  May  10,  1939,  the  three 
churches  came  back  together,  Method- 
ist   Protestant,    Methodist    Church, 


South,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  North.  It  was  a  long-awaited 
union,  and  there  was  great  interest  and 
tremendous  joy,  as  it  turned  out,  for 
some,  but  not  for  others.  There  were 
many  meetings  of  the  Commission  on 
Union  trying  to  bring  these  churches 
together  in  the  interim  between  1844 
and  1939,  a  period  of  a  cen- 
tury-and-a-half,  and  more,  and  so,  in 
that  conference  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  we  meet  now,  in  1919  a  prop>osal 
was  adopted.  That  proposal  stated 
briefly  that  "the  colored  membership 
of  the  church  shall  be  constituted  and 
recognized  as  a  quadrennial  or  re- 
gional conference." 

It  was  no  surprise,  then,  to  students  of 
history,  when  in  1939,  that  is  precisely 
what  the  General  Conference  did.  The 
Black  membership  of  The  Methodist 
Church  had  hoped  for  much  more.  We 
had  dreams  long  before  all  of  this  be- 
gan. Many  of  them  remembered  the 
prophetic  witness  of  Francis  Asbury 
and  John  Wesley  and  Thomas  Coke  in 
the  early  days,  and  so  we  were  dream- 
ing that  the  majority  of  the  church 
would  lead  the  state  in  climbing  the 
mountain  that  would  overcome  racism. 
Major  price  of  union  was  paid  because 
that's  the  only  basis  on  which  union 
could  come — that  the  Colored  popula- 
tion be  set  apart  in  a  Central  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

This  was  high  drama,  not  dry  history. 
There  were  47  Black  delegates  at  the 
Uniting  Conference  in  Kansas  City. 
Not  a  single  one  of  them  voted  for  the 
Central  Jurisdiction.  Thirty-six  of  the 
members  of  the  United  Conference 
voted  against,  and  11  abstained.  Again, 
the  majority  ruled  in  this  case,  as  in 
1844.  As  the  majority  of  the  General 
Conference  in  its  joy  over  union  stood 
to  sing  "We're  Marching  to  Zion," 
James  P.  Brawley  points  out  that  the 
Black  delegates  remained  seated,  and 
some  of  them  wept. 

Tonight,  we  meet  both  with  the  bur- 
den of  history  and  the  light  of  history 
surrounding  us.  Obviously,  much  has 
happened  since  the  Central  Jurisdiction 
was  abolished  in  1967,  but  that  is  why 
we  are  here.  We're  here  and  we  con- 
sider it  appropriate  to  repent  over  the 
worst  of  our  past,  even  as  we  embrace 
and  rejoice  over  the  best  of  our  past.  We 
face  the  reality  of  the  future  with  hope, 
and  we  consider  the  history  we  have 
had  as  God's  way  of  giving  us  a  chance 
to  climb  a  higher  mountain  than  we've 
ever  climbed  before. 
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(Applause,  Standing  Ovation) 

ANTHONY  ALEXANDER:  When 
will  the  church  leam  from  its  mistakes? 
When  will  the  church  leam  from  its 
mistakes? 

Let  me  tell  you  a  story.  If  s  1964.  Two 
friends  gather  together.  They've  been 
friends  for  some  time.  Went  to  Boston 
University  together.  Served  on  the 
Board  of  Missions  together.  Were 
elected  bishops  in  the  same  year.  They 
decide,  "Let's  go  to  church."  One 
bishop  serves  in  the  "Jurisdiction;"  you 
know  what  1  mean.  The  other  serves  in 
the  Boston  area.  They  meet  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi.  They  go  to  church.  It's 
Sunday  morning — not  just  any  Sunday 
morning,  it's  Easter  Sunday  morning. 
So  that  they  can  get  a  seat  knowing  how 
we  love  to  flock  to  church  on  Easter, 
they  arrive  twenty  minutes  before  the 
hour  of  worship — to  be  met  by  guards. 
It  was  the  guard's  duty  to  make  sure 
that  no  Black  or  interracial  company 
came  into  church.  But  it's  Easter,  so  the 
bishops  were  approached  by  the  guard 
and  told  they  were  not  coming  into  that 
church  and  that  they'd  perhaps  be  hap- 
pier at  a  Black  Methodist  church.  You 
see,  it  was  in  the  policy  of  this  church 
that  no  one  different  from  the  member- 
ship were  coming  in. 

Now,  there  was  a  prominent  leader  in 
this  church,  and  when  he  saw  the  bish- 
ops he  rushed  out  to  ask  them  perhaps 
to  leave.  You  see,  they  read  a  statement. 
Let  me  share  the  statement  with  you:  "It 
is  not  un-Christian  that  we  prefer  to  re- 
main an  all-white  congregation.  The 
practice  of  separation  of  the  races  in  this 
church  is  a  time-honored  tradition.  We 
earnestly  hope  that  the  perpetuation  of 
that  tradition  will  never  be  impaired." 
This  was  in  the  '60s.  Around  this  issue 
there  were  almost  two  dozen  people  ar- 
rested TTie  bishops  were  spared  by  the 
prominent  citizen  who  sought  them  an 
escape  route. 

The  bishops  had  written  two  letters. 
One  they  would  read  if  they  were  ad- 
mitted, and  if  not,  they  would  read  an- 
other one.  Let  me  share  with  you  a 
portion  of  the  one  they  left:  "A  Chris- 
tian's desire  to  participate  in  public 
worship,  especially  on  Easter,  should 
neither  occasion  surprise  nor  require 
explanation.  This  would  app>ear  to  be 
an  undeniable  right  both  from  the 
standpoint  of  our  national  heritage 
and  common  Methodist  practice." 

When  will  the  church  leam  from  its 
mistakes?  It  is  now  2000,  and  the  church 


is  gathered  together.  Are  there  guards 
in  our  churches  keeping  out  those  who 
are  different?  Are  there  guards  at  your 
church? 

(Applause) 

(Music) 

(Applause) 

Racism  in  the  Church  Today 

BISHOP  WOODIE  WHITE:  There  is 
more  than  a  kernel  of  truth  in  the  adage, 
"The  more  things  change,  the  more 
things  remain  the  same."  Change  over 
our  history  has  occurred,  yet  in  so 
many  ways  so  much  has  remained  the 
same.  How  does  racism  look  in  our 
church  today?  I'd  like  you  to  see.  But  I'd 
like  you  to  see  it  from  another  perspec- 
tive, if  you  vrill.  At  this  very  moment  I 
am  about  to  perform  a  miracle.  And  the 
miracle  is  this:  at  this  very  moment  ev- 
ery White  fjerson  here  shall  now  be- 
come a  person  of  color.  Ruth,  you  are 
now  a  person  of  color,  you  are  not 
White  anymore.  Cliff,  you're  not  White 
anymore.  Bill,  you're  not  White  any- 
more. Susan,  you're  not  White  any- 
more. John,  you're  not  White  anymore, 
you've  now  become  a  f)erson  of  color. 

Now  what  will  that  mean  to  you  in  a 
church  where  racism  still  exists? 
Let's  see.  First,  all  of  you  pastors  who 
came  to  this  General  Conference 
White,  and  now  are  persons  of  color, 
most  of  you  no  longer  have  an  ap- 
pointment, for  the  churches  where 
you  serve  and  received  you  and  wel- 
comed you,  even  though  you  have 
the  same  gifts,  the  same  grace,  the 
same  talent,  the  same  desire,  the 
same  spiritual  depth,  the  only  thing 
that  has  changed  is  your  hue.  And  so 
you  don't  have  a  church.  And  I  would 
suspect  that  there  are  many 
laypersons  who  came  White  and  who 
have  to  return  to  their  churches  as 
persons  of  color,  who  will  no  longer 
be  received  with  warmth  and  gra- 
ciousness;  who  will  no  longer  be  wel- 
comed; will  no  longer  serve  as 
chairperson  of  the  Women's  Society; 
would  no  longer  serve  as  the  chair- 
person of  our  women's  organization 
or  the  men's  organization;  or  the 
chairperson  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
No  longer.  The  only  thing  that  is 
changed  is  your  hue.  What  does  it 
mean  when  a  church  still  holds  rac- 
ism in  its  life?  And  I  suspect  there  are 
those  who  may  no  longer  have  a  place 
to  live  for  the  house  shown  to  you  as  a 
White  prospective  home  purchaser 


may  not  be  a  community  that  wel- 
comes you  now.  What  does  it  mean  in 
a  church  where  racism  exists? 

I  saw  an  article  only  a  few  weeks  ago. 
It  was  titled,  "Racism  and  Sexism  Has 
No  Resf)ect  for  a  Person's  Accomplish- 
ments." It  went  on  to  talk  about  promi- 
nent African-Americans  who,  in  the 
everyday  pursuit  of  life,  met  racism  de- 
spite their  education,  despite  their 
wealth,  despite  all  that  they  had  ac- 
complished. Racism  has  a  way.  That's 
probably  as  true  in  the  church.  You  ever 
been  in  a  meeting  as  a  person  of  color 
and  made  a  suggestion  or  a  motion  and 
no  one  paid  it  any  attention,  but  a  per- 
son of  another  color  makes  the  same 
suggestion,  the  same  motion,  it  is  heard 
and  is  received?  Or,  have  you  accom- 
plished some  stature:  bishop,  district 
superintendent,  theological  school  pro- 
fessor only  to  have  your  accomplish- 
ments minimized,  ignored,  while  your 
White  counterpart  those  accomplish- 
ments celebrated  and  recognized.  Or, 
to  have  your  shortcomings  magnified 
and  your  White  counterpart's  miru- 
mized?  Racism  in  the  church. 

You  ask  and  answer  the  question: 
How  will  you  now  be  received  in  our 
Uruted  Methodist  Church,  not  as  a  per- 
son whose  skin  is  white  but  now  a  per- 
son of  color?  Archbishop  Desmond 
Tutu's  very  p)owerful  book  No  Commu- 
nity Without  Forgiveness  has  said  there 
were  two  things  that  struck  him  as  he 
moved  throughout  South  Africa. 
Looking  at  apartheid  he  said  two 
things  really  struck  him.  One  was  the 
depth  of  inhumanity  that  could  be  per- 
petrated on  other  human  beings.  He 
said  it  was  just  devastating  to  see  the 
depths  of  how  utterly  inhumane,  rac- 
ist, evil  we  could  be.  Then  he  said  the 
other  thing  that  struck  him  was  the 
heights  to  which  the  human  family 
could  rise,  and  how  they  could  tran- 
scend years  and  years  and  years  of  ac- 
culturation and  racism  and  bigotry 
and  war,  how  they  could  transcend  it 
and  find  a  new  place.  That's  where  we 
stand  today  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  capable  of  descending  to  the 
depths  of  utter  inhumanity  to  one  an- 
other, yet  capable  of  transcending  rac- 
ism, bigotry  and  hatred.  Where  shall 
we  go?  Shall  we  transcend?  Or  shall  we 
descend? 

(Applause) 

(Music  by  Ohio  Ecumenical  Choir) 

(Applause) 
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Exhortation  with  Call  to  Confession 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  R.  GROVE:  As  we 
have  heard,  Richard  Allen  believed  that 
racism  infected  the  life  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  because  the  church 
had  departed  from  Methodist  teaching 
and  Methodist  life  in  the  spirit.  He  be- 
gan a  new  church,  not  only  to  escape 
racism,  but  to  recapture  the  spirit  of 
Methodism.  Is  it  true  that  our  church 
cannot  be  both  racist  and  authentically 
Methodist?  Is  it  true  that  we  cannot 
both  preach  and  practice  scriptural  ho- 
liness and  treat  any  person  as  less  than 
that  person  really  is? 

It  is  quite  astounding  to  me  that  with 
the  sad  history  that  we  have  recited  and 
remembered  tonight,  this  church  has 
never  officially  said,  "We  are  sorry." 
We  have  made  efforts,  sincere  efforts, 
toward  remedy  and  reconciliation.  In 
the  quadrennium  following  the  end  of 
the  Central  Jurisdiction,  we  had  the 
quadrennial  emphasis  on  reconcilia- 
tion, but  we  have  never  said,  "We're 
sorry";  sorry  for  what  happened  at 
St.George's  in  Philadelphia,  sorry  for 
what  happened  at  John  Street  in  New 
York,  sorry  for  what  happened  in  the 
ME  Church,  South,  after  the  Civil  War 
when  former  slave  masters  would  not 
worship  with  former  slaves,  sorry  for 
the  evil  decision  made  in  1939  to  create 
the  Central  Jurisdiction,  sorry  for  all  the 
other  manifestations  of  racism  that 
have  lived  like  a  malignancy  in  the 
bone  marrow  of  this  church  all  through 
the  years.  We  have  never,  as  a  church, 
in  public  worship,  asked  for  the  for- 
giveness of  God  or  of  those  who  have 
been  wounded,  both  those  who  left  and 
those  who  stayed.  It  is  high  time  to  say, 
"We're  sorry." 

And  only  the  General  Conference  can 
do  it.  Only  the  General  Conference 
speaks  for  this  church.  Recently,  John 
Paul  II  asked  the  forgiveness  of  God 
and  of  those  who  have  been  wounded 
by  actions  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  through  the  centuries.  Nobody 
said,  "How  can  the  pope  confess  the 
sin?  He  wasn't  there  when  all  those 
things  happened."  Everybody  knows 
that  only  the  Holy  Father  could  repre- 
sent the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
such  an  act  of  institutional  penance.  In 
relation  to  such  an  action,  what  the 
pope  is  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
the  General  Conference  is  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Only  the  General 
Conference  can  do  this. 


Those  of  us  who  are  European- Amer- 
ican must  seek  personal  forgiveness  be- 
cause we  are  all  the  beneficiaries  of 
White  privilege,  and  no  matter  how 
hard  we  try  to  escape  racism,  we  are 
blind-sided  by  it  over  and  over  and 
over  again.  But  we,  and  particularly  the 
delegates,  must  also  confess  for  the 
church.  We  must  say  to  God  and  to 
those  who  have  been  wounded,  both 
those  who  left  and  those  who  stayed, 
"We  are  sorry.  Lord,  have  mercy  upon 
us.  Christ,  have  mercy  upon  us.  Lord, 
have  mercy  upon  us." 

We  must  say  to  every  victim  of  our 
church's  racism,  those  who  left  and 
those  who  stayed,  "We  are  truly  sorry. 
We  ask  for  your  forgiveness."  We 
should  expect  a  certain  skepticism, 
what  one  of  my  fellow  bishops  in  the 
Commission  on  Pan-Methodist  Union 
called  a  "hermeneutic  of  suspicion." 
We  should  expect  those  whose  forgive- 
ness we  seek  to  wonder  what  difference 
it  will  make  and  to  watch  to  see  if  it  re- 
ally makes  any  difference.  They  have  a 
right  to  expect  to  see  the  fruits  of  our  re- 
pentance. There  can  be  no  cheap  grace. 
This  service  must  be  only  the  begin- 
ning. But  there  is  hope,  and  it  is  in  our 
Methodist  theology  and  spirituality. 
Richard  Allen  was  correct:  to  the  degree 
that  we  are  authentically  Methodist,  to 
that  degree  we  are  not  racist.  John  Wes- 
ley taught  us  that  we  need  not  be  for- 
ever what  we  are.  We  can  be  set  free  not 
only  from  the  guilt  of  sin,  but  from  its 
power.  His  brother  Charles  taught  us  to 
sing,  "He  breaks  the  power  of  cancelled 
sin.  He  sets  the  prisoner  free."  That  is 
Methodist  teaching.  We  need  both  jus- 
tifying grace  and  sanctifying  grace  in 
regard  to  our  sin  of  racism.  Galloway 
Church  in  Jackson,  Mississippi,  is  an  il- 
lustration of  what  is  possible.  We  heard 
the  story  of  Easter  Day  in  1964  when 
two  Bishops,  one  Black  and  one  White, 
Bishop  Charles  Golden  and  Bishop 
James  K.  Matthews  were  turned  away 
from  worship.  Galloway  Church  has 
been  released  from  that  prison  and  is 
today  a  technicolor  congregation,  a 
rainbow  fellowship.  We  give  thanks  for 
that  and  we  pray  that  what  has  hap- 
pened at  Galloway  will  be  a  foretaste 
for  the  entire  connection.  We  must 
teach  our  people,  we  must  teach  our 
own  children  this  history.  We  will  do 
that.  We  will  put  our  opposition  to  rac- 
ism, we  trust  before  this  General  Con- 
ference has  ended,  we  will  begin  to  put 
our  opposition  to  racism  in  what  most 
represents  our  institutional  identity 
and  commitment,  namely  the  Constitu- 


tion of  our  church.  This  General  Con- 
ference will  have  the  opportunity  to  be- 
gin that.  But  tonight  it  is  simply  time  to 
say  we're  sorry  and  ask  the  forgiveness 
of  God  and  of  those  who  have  been 
wounded,  both  those  who  left  and 
those  who  stayed.  "If  we  say  we  have 
no  sin  we  deceive  ourselves  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  us,  but  if  we  confess  our 
sins  God  is  faithful  and  just  and  will  for- 
give our  sins.  Not  only  will  God  forgive 
our  sins,  but  God  will  cleanse  us  from 
all  unrighteousness." 

Hear  the  reading  from  the  prophet. 
The  prophet  Joel  called  upon  the  whole 
religious  community  to  repent  with 
these  words:  "Put  on  sackcloth  and  la- 
ment, you  priests;  wail  all  you  minis- 
ters of  the  altar.  Come,  pass  the  night  in 
sackcloth  you  ministers  of  my  God!" 
Other  prophetic  voices  lamented,  in 
Jeremiah,  in  Lamentations,  "O  my  poor 
people,  put  on  sackcloth  and  roll  in 
ashes,  making  most  bitter  lamenta- 
tions. The  elders  of  the  daughters  of 
Zion  sit  on  the  ground  in  silence.  They 
have  thrown  dust  on  their  heads  and 
put  on  sackcloths.  The  young  girls  of  Je- 
rusalem have  bowed  their  heads  to  the 
ground."  Let  us  be  in  silence,  (silent 
prayer) 

In  just  a  moment  members  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  will  move  to  sta- 
tions on  the  main  floor  with  sackcloth 
and  ashes.  Members  of  this  assembly 
who  are  downstairs  in  the  auditorium 
and  desire  to  participate — we  recog- 
nize that  some  may  not — who  desire  to 
participate  in  the  call  to  repentance  for 
the  sin  of  racism,  please  move  to  a  sta- 
tion where  the  bishops  wait  to  give  to 
you  a  strip  of  sackcloth  to  pin  to  your 
garment  and  where  you  will  receive 
ashes.  Because  movement  is  difficult  in. 
the  balcony  area,  bowls  of  ashes  ar 
strips  of  sackcloth  will  be  sent  down  th 
rows.  The  sister  or  brother  beside  you 
will  give  to  you  the  sign  of  penance.  EvJ 
eryone  is  invited  to  participate.  We  un- 
derstand that  this  is  a  White  probler 
We  understand  that  some  may  not  wish 
to  participate  because  they  are  the  vie 
tims  rather  the  agents  of  racism.  We  aslj 
that  you  receive  the  signs  of  penano 
without  conversation.  Afterwar 
through  the  evening  when  the  service  id 
ended  you  may  wish  to  seek  out  other 
on  the  floor  to  make  quiet,  personal  ge 
hires  of  peace  and  reconciliation, 
you  come  to  the  bishop  to  receive  th 
sackcloth  and  ashes,  to  receive  th 
ashes  extend  your  right  arm  and  ashe 
will  be  placed  on  your  wrist  and  if  yo 
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wonder  why  the  wrist,  that  is  where  the 
chains  were. 

(Music  as  people  receixx 
sackcloth  and  ashes) 

(Song) 

Common  Pennance 

BISHOP  CHARLENE  KAMMERER: 
lir  ite  you  to  find  the  insert  on  the  back 
of  this  song  "Dust  and  Ashes,"  and  as 
we  are  able,  let  us  stand. 

Christ  be  with  you. 

And  also  with  you. 

Let  us  confess  together  our  sins: 

Christ,  our  mediator, 

we  acknowledge  the  sin  of  racism 

within  our  body 

against  those  who  left  and 

against  those  who  stayed. 

We  lament  what  we  have  done  and 
what  we  have  left  undone. 
We  are  heartily  sorry  and 
we  humbly  repent 

We  petition  for  God's  forgiveness, 
and  solemnly  ask  forgiveness 
from  those  whom  we  have  wronged. 

We  ask  that,  by  your  grace,  the  sym- 
bols 

of  judgment  we  have  embraced  in 
this  service 

may  be  turned  into  signs  of  hope, 

as  we  strive  to  become  a  holy  and 
righteous  people. 

Absolution 

O  God,  the  author  of  all  mercy, 

who  has  reconciled  the  world 
through 

the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ, 

and  who  has  sent  the  Holy  Spirit 
among  us 

to  affect  the  forgiveness  of  sins, 

grant  us  pardon  and  p>eace 

and  the  courage  to  right  both  our  per- 
sonal sins 

and  the  wrongs  of  our  church. 

May  Almighty  God  have  mercy  on 


forgive  us  all  our  sins,  strengthen  in 
all  goodness, 

and  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

keep  us  in  etenwl  light.  Amen. 

(Song) 

Opportunity  for  Response 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  ROY  I.  SANO:  We  under- 
stand that  some  in  the  back  did  not  re- 
ceive the  emblem  of  the  Door  of  No 
Return  and  also  the  sackcloths.  If  you 
could  raise  your  hand  or  signal,  we  do 
have  some  that  are  available.  We  have 
additional  ones  that  are  available  after 
the  service.  We  wanted  to  make  avail- 
able time  for  representatives  of  our 
Pan-Methodist  partnership  to  respond 
and  we  will  just  make  the  time  available 
and  they  may  do  as  they  wish  at  this 
time.  So  if  any  would  like  to  offer  a  re- 
sponse, we  would  welcome  them.  This 
is  Bishop  McKinley  Young,  African 
Episcopal  Methodist  Church. 

(Applause) 

Bishop  McKinley  Young  Responds 

BISHOP  MCKINLEY  YOUNG:  We 
hear  your  dramatic  words  of  confession 
for  your  participation  historically  in  the 
institution  of  slavery,  your  contempo- 
rary involvement  in  the  institution  of 
segregation,  Jim-Crowism,  racism,  the 
p)erf)etuation  of  white-skin  privilege. 
We  hear  your  solemn  prayers  and  con- 
fessions and  we're  deeply  moved  as  we 
share  in  prayer  and  worship.  For  us,  the 
true  measure  of  your  authentic  repen- 
tance will  come  when  the  lights  are 
down  and  when  the  assemblies  are 
closed  and  when  you  must  return  to 
South  Carolina,  south  Georgia,  Cobb 
County,  and  in  the  Bronx. 

We  hope  that  what  has  started  here 
will  be  continued  in  the  respective  an- 
nual conferences  and  in  the  local  con- 
gregations as  the  women  gather,  as  the 
men  gather,  when  the  young  people  are 
assembled;  and  that  we  will  take  to 
heart  our  real  understanding  for  our  re- 
sponsibility and  help  them  to  eliminate 
racism  in  our  lifetime. 

It  must  not  just  be  words,  but  there 
must  be  action.  The  kind  and  quality  of 
witness — which  finds  manifestation  in 
school  boards,  bank  boards  where 
loans  are  made,  school  districts,  in  affir- 
mative action,  the  affirmation  of  affir- 
mative action  in  education,  in 
employment,  and  in  housing.  No  lon- 
ger must  Black  pjeople  and  other  per- 


sons of  color  remain  invisible  even 
when  they  stand  in  your  midst.  No  lon- 
ger must  we  look  like  everybody  else. 
We  all  look  alike,  we  all  sound  alike,  we 
all  talk  alike.  No,  we  ain't  all  alike.  We 
are  all  authentically  and  uniquely  dif- 
ferent. No  longer  must  f>ersons  in  your 
own  midst  be  perpetually  discounted, 
dismissed  or  derided.  1  can't  sp>eak  for 
my  father,  and  my  grandfather  and  my 
grandmothers.  I  can't  speak  for  our 
grandparents.  I  wish  they  could  hear 
your  confessions  tonight.  They  were 
called  auntie  and  aunt  and  girl  and  boy 
and  miss.  I  wish  they  could  hear  your 
words  of  solemn  contrition  tonight. 

I  believe  that  there  is  a  balcony  in 
heaven  and  that  there  are  clouds  of  wit- 
nesses who  have  been  there  years  to 
hear,  and  who  pray  that  we  may  have 
another  opportunity  to  make  it  happ>en 
and  to  make  it  right.  What  tributes  do 
we  bring  which  are  symbols  of  our  con- 
trition and  repentance?  What  symbols 
and  tributes  do  we  offer  to  indicate  that 
our  sorrow  are  not  just  words,  empty 
and  shallow,  sounding  brass  and  tin- 
kling cymbals,  but  they  are  substantive 
indications  of  a  radical  new  disposition 
from  whence  we  move  and  live,  love 
and  act. 

No,  what  starts  here  we  affirm.  We 
hear  you.  We  say  yes.  We  forgive  as  we 
move  towards  reconciliation.  But  the 
steps  from  this  place  and  from  this 
f>oint  forward  we  must  take  together 
courageously,  deliberately,  intention- 
ally in  all  the  manifestations  of  the 
places  where  we  live  and  reside.  (Ap- 
plause) Oh,  I  hear  your  words,  your  elo- 
quence, your  drama.  I'm  moved  deeply 
by  it,  yes.  I  could  not  help  but  be  moved 
toward  an  attitude  of  forgiveness.  But  I 
hop)e  that  out  of  this  we  resolve.. There 
was  a  Broadway  play  which  I  like  so 
much,  it  says,  "Don't  sf>eak  the  lan- 
guage of  love  in  words  and  in  flowery 
phrases.  Don't  tell  me  in  songs.  If  you 
really  love  me,  just  show  me.  If  you  re- 
ally love  me,  just  show  me.  If  you  really 
love  me,  just  show  me."  (Applause)  If 
you  really  love  the  people  in  your  own 
community,  just  show  them.  If  you  re- 
ally love  me,  just  show  me. 

Our  mothers  and  fathers  sang  it  well: 
"Is  you  got  good  religion?  If  you  ain't 
got  good  religion,  you  can't  cross 
there." 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  ROY  I.  SANO;  This  is  Bishop 
Clarence  Carr,  African  Methodist  Epis-- 
copal  Zion  Church.  (Applause) 
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Bishop  Clarence  Can  Responds 

BISHOP  CLARENCE  CARR;  Thank 
you  Bishop  Sano.  To  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  to  our  visiting  bishops,  our 
general  officers,  ecumenical  represen- 
tatives, delegates,  and  friends.  As  I 
stand  before  you  tonight,  it  is  quite  ob- 
vious that  I  stand  not  alone.  My  sister 
and  the  president  of  our  Connectional 
Lay  Council,  Sister  Lula  K.  Howard, 
stands  beside  me.  But  as  I  stand  before 
you  tonight  I  want  you  to  know  that 
there  is  a  "we-ness"  in  me.  I  stand  with 
a  host  of  sons  and  daughters:  James 
Varick,  Christopher  Rush,  James 
Walker  Hood,  Alexander  Walters,  Wil- 
liam Jacob  Walls,  Harriet  Tubman,  So- 
journer Truth  just  to  name  a  few. 

I  stand  before  you  as  a  representative 
of  204  years  of  history.  Two  hundred 
and  four  years  is  a  long  time.  It  took  us  a 
long  time  to  come  to  this  place.  A  lot  of 
wounds,  a  lot  of  bruises.  And  I  want 
you  to  know  tonight  that  those  wounds 
are  deep.  I  stand  to  say  to  you  that  we 
were  compelled  into  being.  We  were 
compelled  into  being,  not  because  of 
some  doctrinal  differences,  not  because 
of  proclamation,  but  because  of  prac- 
tice. Because  of  not  what  you  said  but 
what  you  did.  No  problems  with  sym- 
bolism but  a  problem  with  substance. 
And  I  would  hope  tonight,  and  my 
deep  desire  is  that  we  would  move 
from  symbolism  to  substance. 

The  exercise  in  which  we  are  engaged 
is  a  verbal  admission  of  injury  and  the 
dehumanizing  impact  of  racism  in  the 
church.  Let  me  hasten  to  add  that  his- 
torical words  have  no  virtue  of  them- 
selves. No  validity  without  historical 
deeds.  The  ritual  of  repentance  alone 
does  not  lead  to  the  development  of  a 
new  attitude,  of  a  new  social  conscious- 
ness. For  what  you  do  speaks  so  loud  I 
cannot  hear  what  you  say.  The  ritual 
tree  of  repentance  is  barren  without 
fruit  worthy  of  repentance.  The  radical 
act  of  repentance  leads  to  redemption 
and  redemption  demands  restitution, 
reparation.  The  liberation  that  one 
seeks  in  an  act  of  repentance  must  be  a 
means  that  provides  for  a  new  sense  of 
freedom,  both  for  the  victim  and  for  the 
victimizer. 

My  friends,  I  want  you  to  know  that 
there  are  those  who  express  skepticism 
in  participating  in  an  act  that  might 
turn  out  to  just  be  a  charade.  I  pray  that 
we  will  not  just  ask  God  to  bless  what 
we  do  but  that  we  will  do  what  God  can 
bless. 


(Applause) 

This  is  a  start  in  what  I  believe  is  the 
right  direction.  This  is  a  defining  mo- 
ment in  the  life  of  the  church  of  John 
Wesley.  We  are  of  the  Wesleyan  tradi- 
tion and  I'm  compelled  in  the  spirit  of 
him  who  was  and  who  is  and  who  is  to 
come,  the  Nazarene,  the  great  liberator, 
whose  name  is  Jesus — I'm  compelled  to 
say  I  accept  your  act  of  repentance.  I'm 
not  going  to  be  a  judge,  but  I  want  you 
to  know  that  we  will  be  fruit  inspectors. 
Thank  you.  (Applause) 

BISHOP  ROY  SANO:  Bishop 
Natharuel  Lindsey,  Christian  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  Juanita 
Bryant. 

Juanita  Bryant  Responds 

JUANITA  BRYANT:  To  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  to  the  lay  and  clergy  dele- 
gates of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  to  God  who  is  looking  down  on  us 
right  now — perhaps  he  should  have 
been  first — I  just  want  you  to  know  that 
I  am  deeply  moved.  I  really  feel  kind  of 
humble  at  this  point  in  time  that  I  was 
selected  by  my  church  to  represent  all 
of  them  to  be  here  to  receive  your  act  of 
repentance.  And  as  I  stand  here  I  think 
about  the  fact  that  we  can  talk  about 
and  we  have  listened  to  and  we've 
heard  and  we've  seen  that  our  past  has 
been  a  bitter  one,  that  our  past  has  been 
a  painful  one.  But  I  also  see  something 
else  and  that  is  I  see  hope  for  the  future. 
(Applause)  I  am  renunded  of  a  song  that 
I  used  to  sing  in  high  school,  "No  man  is 
an  island,  no  man  stands  alone,  each 
man  is  my  brother,  each  man  is  my 
friend."  The  words  may  be  a  little  off. 
But  I  think  of  each  one  of  you  as  my 
brother,  my  sister,  and  my  friend,  and 
we  have  to  go  out  each  one  of  us.  It  just 
takes  one  person  to  reach  out  to  another 
person.  And  as  we  reach  out  to  that  per- 
son, that  other  person  reaches  out  to 
someone  else.  So  it  only  takes  one  step 
at  a  time,  one  person  at  a  time,  one  little 
small  victory  at  a  time,  and  truly  our  fu- 
ture will  be  a  bright  one.  Thank  you. 

Bishop  Nathaniel  Lindsey  Responds 

BISHOP  NATHANIEL  LINDSEY:  In 
this  21"  century  I  asked  myself ,  "Lord, 
Lord,  how  long?  What  difference  will  it 
make?  What  difference  will  it  make?" 
My  mind  goes  back  to  1870  in  Jackson, 
Tennessee,  when  the  Colored  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  was  separated 
from  the  Methodist  Church,  South.  I'm 
moved  tonight,  I'm  deeply  moved.  We 
appreciate,  very  appreciative  of  this 


symbolic  act  of  repentance  and  forgive- 
ness. As  we  know  a  symbol  participates 
in  the  reality  which  it  symbolizes.  I  see 
this  ritual  tonight  as  an  act  of  supreme 
importance.  Number  one,  it's  a  ritual 
which  is  anti-racist  and  pro-people, 
and  I  hope  that  those  who  participate  in 
this  symbolic  act  will  recognize  this  to- 
night. Secondly,  it  is  a  ritual  which  par- 
ticipates in  a  purging  of  guilt  and  a 
symbol  of  new  beginnings.  Third  .:isa 
ritual  of  wholeness  and  not  fragmenta- 
tion. It  is  a  ritual  of  memory  and  an 
overcoming.  It  is  a  ritual  of  memory  but 
also  of  determination  to  initiate  justice 
in  the  church  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Je- 
sus Christ.  It  is  my  hope  that  we  will  be 
deeply  committed  to  making  this  sym- 
bolic act  a  reality.  I  wear  this  sackcloth 
as  a  symbol  which  says  we  accept  this 
repentant  act  and  join  in  by  accepting 
the  act  in  the  spirit  of  repentance  to  God 
for  any  feelings  of  hate  we  have  ex- 
pressed as  a  people  to  those  who  actu- 
ally killed,  segregated,  and/or 
discriminated  against  us  on  the  basis  of 
our  skin  color.  We  forgive  you.  By  our 
entering  into  this  ritual  of  forgiveness 
and  repentance,  we  will  be  waiting  to 
see  what  will  happen.  And  as  we  wait 
we  will  be  working  with  you  and  trust- 
ing that  we  will  be  working  together  to 
bring  an  end  to  all  of  the  racism  that  we 
have  experienced  over  the  many  years.  • 
We  want  to  begin  anew,  to  the  glory  of 
God.  Praise  be  to  God  Almighty. 

Leveling  of  the  Plumb-Line 

BISHOP  S.  CLIFTON  IVES:  The  rep- 
resentative members  of  the  General 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  have  repented  of  the  sin  of  rac- 
ism within  our  communion  and,  in 
good  faith,  intend  to  make  a  new  begin- 
ning. The  church  earnestly  desires  the 
leveling  of  God's  plumb-line.  We  yearn 
for  unity  in  our  faith  family.  We  ear- 
nestly pray  that  the  biblical  symbols  of 
prophetic  judgment  we  have  experi- 
enced tonight  will  become  signs  of 
hope.  As  the  hymn  is  sung,  baskets  of 
salt  will  be  passed  so  that  each  partici- 
pant in  the  service  will  remember  our 
vow  and  intent  to  "preserve"  our  unity 
in  Christ.  Please  stand  as  you  are  able 
for  the  singing  of  our  uniting  hymn. 

(Congregation  sings 
"]esus,  Lord,  We  Look  to  Thee") 

Sending  Charge  to  the  Assembly 

BYRD  L.  BONNER,  ESQ.:  Where  do 
we  go  from  here?  "In  the  snow  and  cold 
of  winter  there  is  a  spring  that  waits  to 
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be,  unrevealed  until  its  season,  some- 
thing God  alone  can  see."  One  of  my 
earliest  memories  of  childhood  on  the 
fringes  of  the  South  is  of  a  small,  tight, 
loving  community.  I  was  maybe  four 
or  five  years  old  and  I  was  with  a  few 
other  kids  had  been  asked  to  be  in  a 
show.  Well,  I'd  never  been  on  stage  be- 
fore but  I  had  seen  a  few  Ed  Sullivan 
shows,  and  I  felt  I  knew  maybe  what  to 
do.  My  preschool  teacher  worked  with 
me  on  the  words  to  a  song,  and  one  of 
my  neighbors  was  playing  the  piano 
and  worked  with  me.  We  rehearsed 
and  rehearsed,  and  then  the  big  night 
came.  We  went  to  the  junior  high  audi- 
torium. Now  that  may  not  sound  so 
great,  but  1  promise  you  it  was  the  big- 
gest auditorium  in  the  world!  It  had  a 
balcony  that  wrapped  all  the  way 
around — at  least  as  big  as  this  room.  It 
had  little  footlights  along  the  edge  of 
the  stage.  And  it  had  a  big  red  velvet 
curtain  that  opened  and  closed  on  a 
pulley.  It  was  the  big  time.  I  arrived  in 
my  costume,  went  straight  to  where  I 
was  told  to  stand,  and  then  a  nice  lady 
came  and  took  me  by  the  hand  and  took 
me  to  a  long  table  surrounded  by  stools 
and  said,  "It's  time  for  your  makeup, 
Byrd." 

Well,  I  really  hadn't  planned  on 
makeup,  but  I  figured  if  that's  what  I 
have  to  do  to  get  to  sing  in  front  of  all 
those  millior«  of  people,  I  guess  I  could 
put  up  with  it.  So  I  went  over  there,  and 
she  said,  "OK."  She  sat  me  dowT\  and  I 
closed  my  eyes.  Then  she  said,  'There, 
how  is  that?"  And  I  opened  my  eyes 
and  my  face  was  painted  black.  And  I 
went  to  the  opening  on  the  stage  where 
we  were  to  go  in  and  I  walked  out  on 
that  stage  and  there  was  my  neighbor 
and  my  preschool  teacher  and  a  stage 
full  of  people  that  I  had  known  all  the 
four  or  five  years  of  my  life,  all  with 
faces  painted  black  with  grease  p>aint.  I 
was  in  a  minstrel  show.  Tl\e  sin  of  rac- 
ism runs  deep  and  long  in  the  largely 
white  United  Methodist  tradition.  It 
has  become  so  ingrained  in  our  church 
life  and  our  human  life  as  to  become  in- 
stitutionalized and  ratioruilized.  I  have 
been  asked  to  challenge  and  charge  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Well  that 
seems  to  be  on  everyone's  agenda  these 
days.  As  a  church,  as  a  fjeople,  how  do 
we  authentically  change  so  radically, 
how  do  we  live  in  these  new  ways  that 
we  have  just  been  challenged  to — to 
this  type  of  fruit  ir\sf>ection?  Clearly  the 
first  step,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  rise  above 
our  own  humanity  and  to  search  for 
something  that  is  of  God.  "From  the 


past  will  come  a  future.  What  it  holds,  a 
mystery,  unrevealed  until  its  season, 
something  God  alone  can  see." 
Through  my  experiences  on  the 
Pan-Methodist  Commission  this  qua- 
drennium,  I  have  learned  a  whole  lot 
more  about  racial  justice  than  about 
ecumenism  or  any  hope  of  union.  I 
have  challenged  myself  to  live  in  new 
ways  within  my  own  denomination,  to 
put  myself  in  the  place  of  others  in  or- 
der to  try  to  understand  their  pain.  I 
know  I  cannot  fully,  but  isn't  that  the 
example  of  Jesus?  One  way  that  Jesus 
preached  was  by  identifying  with  those 
who  were  different  from  himself.  That 
is  a  challenge  for  anyone  of  us  who  has 
and  does  draw  distinctions  about  per- 
sons because  of  the  color  of  skin.  I  do  it, 
I  dare  say  everyone  in  this  room  does  it. 
Try  to  rise  above  our  humanity  to 
something  of  God. 

Georgia  Harkness  once  wrote  in 
verse  about  God's  agony  over  the  fee- 
bleness of  those  who  are  or  have  been  in 
positions  of  relative  p>ower,  in  seeking 
to  know  the  pain  of  those  in  p>ositions  of 
relative  powerlessness.  She  wrote  in 
part  in  her  hymn  'The  Agony  of  God," 
"I  listen  to  the  agony  of  God,  I  who  am 
fed,  1  who  am  warm,  I  who  am  strong.  1 
listen  to  the  agony  of  God,  but  know 
full  well  that  not  until  I  share  their  bitter 
cry,  earth's  pain  and  hell,  can  God 
within  my  spirit  dwell  to  bring  God's 
kingdom  nigh."  In  the  last  six  months  I 
have  had  other  White  United  Method- 
ists refuse  to  attend  meetings  where 
this  approach  to  repentance  for  racism 
was  to  be  discussed.  Others  have  sent 
angry  letters  to  ones  who  have  spoken 
out  against  vestiges  of  racism  that  re- 
main and  often  predominate  within  our 
church.  We  are  not  a  perfect  people. 
And  I  have  come  to  see  that  this  call  to 
genuine  repentance  may  place  more 
stress  on  the  f>ews  of  United  Method- 
ism than  all  of  the  other  issues  that  this 
denomination  faces  rolled  together. 

It  strikes  at  the  very  core  of  our  hu- 
man condition,  how  we  treat  one  an- 
other in  the  name  of  love.  My  challenge 
to  you,  my  sisters  and  brothers,  is  to  lis- 
ten to  the  agony  of  God  when  it  comes 
to  racial  justice.  I,  who  have  inherited  a 
history  ancient  and  recent,  maybe  even 
as  recent  as  a  legislative  committee  this 
afternoon  of  marginalizing  others,  I 
could  still  perpetuate  injustices  against 
brothers  and  sisters  within  my  own 
church.  I,  who  am  a  White  United 
Methodist,  who  have  never  felt  ex- 
cluded from  a  worshipping  commu- 
nity because  of  the  color  of  my   skin. 


who  have  never  been  the  subject  of  that 
faint  yet  deafening  murmur  at  jurisdic- 
tional conferences  after  the  election  of  a 
bishop  of  color,  that  one  is  enough  be- 
cause of  the  color  of  my  skin,  who  have 
never  had  my  credit  scrutinized  be- 
yond belief  because  of  the  color  of  my 
skin,  who  have  never  known  the  feeling 
of  fear  and  despair  from  seeing  a  pew,  a 
room,  or  a  chapel  named  for  a  former 
Ku  Klux  Klan  state  leader  because  of 
the  color  of  my  skin,  who  have  never 
been  stalked  by  an  undercover  agent  in 
a  store  because  of  the  color  of  my  skin, 
who  have  not  had  the  institutions  of  my 
heritage,  campw,  schools,  even 
churches  demolished  and  forgotten  be- 
cause of  the  color  of  my  skin,  who  do 
not  know  the  frustration  of  hitting  a 
glass  ceiling  in  my  job  or  in  my  appoint- 
ment because  of  the  color  of  my  skin. 
But  I  know  full  well,  that  not  until  I 
share,  not  just  here,  "but  share  that  bit- 
ter cry,  earth's  pain  and  hell,  can  God 
within  my  spirit  dwell  to  bring  God's 
kingdom  nigh." 

That  is  the  road  to  an  authentic,  gen- 
uine repentance  and  reconciliation. 
Through  the  miracle  of  Easter,  we  are 
given  the  hope  of  being  able  to  die  to 
the  sin  of  racism,  all  of  us,  and  to  rise 
again  into  new  lights  of  love  and  rec- 
onciliation. 

Thanks  be  to  God  that  minstrel  shows 
are  no  more.  Now  we  are  left  with  more 
carefully  veiled  and  hidden  forms  of 
patronizing,  marginalizing,  and  disen- 
franchising, yes,  even  sometimes,  even 
especially  in  our  own  United  Methodist 
Church.  I  have  been  told  more  times 
than  I  can  count,  by  other  White  United 
Methodists,  that  I  am  too  sensitive  for 
my  own  good;  by  family,  by  friends,  by 
conference  leaders,  by  pastors,  by  local 
church  members;  too  sensitive  for  my 
own  good.  But  I  am  here  to  tell  you  to- 
night my  sisters  and  brothers,  that  there 
is  a  good  far  greater  than  my  own  good. 
(Applause)  And  1  think  that  we  can  join 
in  that  together  that  in  Jesus  Christ, 
there  is  a  good  far  greater  than  my  own 
good. 

"In  our  death  a  resurrection,  at  the 
last,  a  victory,  unrevealed  until  its  sea- 
son, something  God  alone  can  see." 
When  it  comes  to  racial  justice,  the  sea- 
son of  which  Natalie  Sweet  has  so  pow- 
erfully spoken  is  now.  Amen. 

Benediction 

BRUCE  W.  ROBBINS: 

Friends  in  Christ,  let  us  be  sent  from 
this  place  with  conviction  in  our 
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hearts  to  move  from  symbolism  to 
substance,  to  put  our  words  into  ac- 
tion— united  together  as  one  Method- 
ist faith  family. 

In  the  quest  for  unity 

we  stand  together 

righted  by  a  plumb-line 

cleansed  by  ashes, 

supported  by  the  saints. 

As  sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ 

we  are  washed  in  a  font, 

nourished  at  a  common  table, 

held  together  by  song  and  story. 

We  go  forth  as  one  church, 

the  body  of  Christ, 

the  people  called  Methodists, 

salted  and  ready  for  mission. 

Sending  Forth 

BISHOP  ROY  SANO:  Bishop  Thomas 
reminded  us  in  1919  was  the  first  idea 
suggested  to  set  aside  a  separate  re- 
gional racial  body  in  the  Methodist 
family;  and  in  1939,  it  became  fact.  That 
happened  here  in  Cleveland  tonight, 
the  year  2000.  We  have  made  repen- 
tance and  we  have  resolved  to  right  the 
wrongs.  At  the  General  Conference  of 
2020,  where  will  we  be?  May  God  help 
us  move  ahead  and  eradicate  the  divi- 
sions that  separate  us  that  the  body  of 
Christ  may  reflect  his  vision,  and  that 
we  together  with  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Union  now  in  cooperation 
join,  and  with  some  measure  of  this 
kind  of  spirituality,  see  a  new  day  come 
at  General  Conference  2020. 

The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  love  of  God, 

and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
be  with  all  of  you,  now  and  forever. 

Go  in  peace. 
Alleluia! 

(Song) 

Friday  Morning 
May  5,  2000 

BISHOP  BRUCE  BLAKE:  The  confer- 
ence will  be  in  order.  We  will  look  for- 
ward to  the  concert  at  noon,  shared  by 
our  choirs  and  we  express  our  appreci- 
ation to  them  for  their  leadership  and 
worship. 


(Applause) 

BISHOP  BRUCE  P.  BLAKE:  Thank 
you  so  much.  We  will  turn  now  to  the 
chairperson  of  the  calendar  and  agenda 
committee  for  an  enabling  motion  for 
this  morning's  session. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  Bishop 
White  and  delegates,  your  agenda  is 
found  this  morning  on  the  front  page  of 
the  DCA.  After  the  passing  of  the  gavel 
there  will  be  a  matter  relating  to  last 
night's  service  that  will  take  a  minute  or 
two.  Then  we'll  move  on  through  the 
nominations:  Judicial  Council  and  Uni- 
versity Senate.  Then  we  will  have  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  report.  Fol- 
lowing that  report  there  will  be  no  fur- 
ther business  this  morning.  And  now  I 
believe  our  chairman  of  the  calendar 
items  has  a  word.  I  move  the  adoption 
of  today's  agenda. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  it  is  moved;  the 
adoption  of  today's  agenda.  We'll  use 
electronic  voting.  If  you  would  approve 
the  agenda — vote  yes,  number  1;  no, 
number  two — when  the  light  comes  on. 
It  is  approved,  (vote  690-13) 

Now  we  will  turn  to  some  very  im- 
portant information  that  every  delegate 
should  be — needs  to  be  instructed 
about  as  we  continue  our  legislative 
work. 

FITZGERALD  REIST  (Coordinator  of 
the  Calendar):  Good  morning. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Please  identify 
yourself. 

Consent  Calendar  Explained 

FITZGERALD  REIST:  Please  turn  in 
your  Daily  Christian  Advocate  for  today, 
Friday,  May  5,  2000,  vol.  4,  no.  4  to  pg. 
1834.  The  first  Consent  Calendar  be- 
gins there.  Items  on  the  Consent  Calen- 
dar are  not  debated  but  are  acted  upon 
as  a  group  in  subsections. 

The  Consent  Calendar  is  divided  into 
three  subsections.  Consent  Calendar 
AOl  begins  on  pg.  1834  with  Calendar 
Item  One.  The  legislative  committees 
which  acted  upon  these  items  are  rec- 
ommending concurrence  or  agreement 
with  proposed  changes  in  the  Disci- 
pline. Five  or  fewer  negative  votes  were 
recorded  in  committee  action  on  these 
items.  Consent  Calendar  BOl  begins  on 
pg.  1838  with  Calendar  Item  48.  The 
legislative  committees  which  acted 
upon  these  items  are  recommending 
concurrence  or  agreement  with  pro- 
posed non-disciplinary  actions.  Five  or 
fewer  negative  votes  were  recorded  in 


committee  action  on  these  items.  Con- 
sent Calendar  Iten\s  CGI  begin  on  page. 
1841  with  Calendar  Item  83.  The  legis- 
lative committees  which  acted  upon 
these  items  are  recommending 
non-concurrence  or  disagreement  with 
proposed  actions.  Five  or  fewer  nega- 
tive votes  were  recorded  in  committee 
action  on  these  items. 

Calendar  items  not  on  the  Consent 
Calendar  begin  on  pg.  1846  with  Calen- 
dar Item  1 42  and  must  be  considered  in- 
dividually by  the  General  Conference 
as  a  whole. 

Items  may  be  removed  from  the  Con- 
sent Calendar  with  the  signatures  and 
printed  names  of  five  delegates  on  the 
form  provided  in  the  secretary's  office. 
Room  204,  and  returned  to  that  room  no 
later  than  3  p.m.  of  the  day  in  which  the 
item  first  appears  in  the  DCA.  That 
means  for  that  the  items  that  are  in  to- 
day's DCA  ,  in  the  Consent  Calendar, 
this  form  must  be  completed  and  re- 
turned to  the  secretary's  office  by  three 
o'clock  today.  Which  means  you  need 
to  pay  attention  to  the  Consent  Calen- 
dars when  you  receive  them.  If  you 
have  difficulty  with  your  handwriting, 
let  me  ask  you  to  have  someone  else 
print  your  name.  We  must  be  able  to 
verify  that  the  names  received  are  dele- 
gates of  the  General  Conference. 

I  want  to  offer  a  word  of  congratula- 
tions to  you.  You  will  notice  that  there 
are  175  Calendar  Items  in  today's  DCA. 
That's  the  highest  number  on  the  first 
day  of  Consent  Calendar  publication 
since  1984.  Tremendous  work. 

(Applause) 

Another  word.  We  expect  all  the  peti- 
tions— the  last  petitions — will  be  dis-. 
tributed  to  legislative  committees  this! 
afternoon.  Let  me  say  that  the  Consent] 
Calendars  will  be  presented  for  action| 
tomorrow  morning.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Thank  you  for  that' 
information.  We  will  now  turn  to  the 
Africa  University  report;  and  I  would 
turn  to  James  Salley,  as  a  delegate  of  the 
conference,  to  make  an  enabling  mo- 
tion. 

JAMES  H.  SALLEY:  (Lay  delegate. 
South  Carolina  Conference):  Bishop,  I 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  for 
distribution  of  material  related  to  the 
report  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Africa 
University  report. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Is  there  a  second? 
Been  moved  and  seconded  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  allow  distribution  of  mate- 
rial related  to  this  report  at  the  end  of 
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the  report.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
comes  on.  (Vote  796-26) 

It  is  so  ordered.  To  lead  us  through 
the  Africa  University  report  we  turn  to 
Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Angola, 
who  has  been  involved  with  and  a 
leader  in  Africa  University  since  its  in- 
ception. Bishop  de  Carvalho. 

(Applause) 

Africa  Unixxrsity  Report 

BISHOP  EMILIO  J.M.  DE 
CARVALHO:  Thank  you.  Bishop 
Blake,  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence 2000,  sisters  and  brothers.  Africa 
University  comes  to  you  following  four 
years  of  intense  activities  aimed  at  edu- 
cating the  new  leadership  of  Africa  and 
advancing  the  educational  goals  of  the 
peoples  of  Africa.  This  progress  report 
for  1989-1999,  ten  years  of  activities,  is 
on  your  tables  since  the  first  day  of  this 
General  Conference. 

Africa  University,  the  latest  educa- 
tional and  exciting  endeavor  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  accom- 
plishing its  role.  Please  hold  this  pre- 
sentation and  continue  to  suppMjrt 
Africa  University.  I  am  glad  to  intro- 
duce to  you  Dr.  Roger  Ireson,  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

(Applause) 

ROGER  W.  IRESON:  Bishop  Blake, 
members  of  the  General  Conference, 
and  friends  of  Africa  University.  We 
are  pleased  to  bring  you  this  update  on 
what  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  signifi- 
cant projects  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  twentieth  century  and 
now  the  twenty-first  century.  You  will 
remember  when  this  great  legislation 
was  passed  in  1988,  we  began,  after  ne- 
gotiations with  the  government  in  1 992, 
with  an  empty  field.  And  we  now  have 
a  world-class  university  and  campus 
with  871  students  studying  in  five  fac- 
ulties from  eighteen  African  coun- 
tries— 43  percent  of  which  are  female, 
and  57  percent,  male. 

(Applause) 

We  have  faculty  from  twelve  coun- 
tries, most  of  them  Africa.  The  dream  of 
bringing  together  p>eople  from  many 
countries,  many  tribes,  and  many  tradi- 
tions to  live  and  work  and  study  to- 
gether for  the  future  of  Africa  is  being 
realized.  And  we  now  move  to  the  sixth 
faculty.  Every  General  Conference 
since  1988  has  asked  us  to  be  sure  that 


we  will  build  the  faculty  of  medical  or 
health  sciences. 

Yes,  it  is  true  we  have  some  political 
unrest  in  Zimbabwe  of  which  you  are 
all  aware  and  about  which  we  have 
given  you  the  most  updated  report.  But 
the  most  pressing  problem  is  72  pjercent 
inflation  and  50  percent  unemploy- 
ment, an  exchange  rate  artificially  de- 
pressed at  38  to  1,  so  that  we  have 
soaring  costs,  which  we  had  not  antici- 
pated as  we  began  to  put  together  the 
massive  plan  for  Africa  University. 
And  that  is  why  we  are  coming  before 
you  this  time  to  ask  for  more  than  we 
have  asked  for  before  because  of  the 
pressing  need.  We  said  in  1988,  when  it 
came  time  for  the  faculty  of  medical  sci- 
ences or  health  sciences,  that  is  a  more 
expensive  faculty  and  it  would  take 
more  investment  of  our  funds.  The  time 
is  now. 

We  have  completed  a  study  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  James  Holsinger  from 
Kentucky  and  Dr.  Paul  Van  Buren,  and 
this  study  has  surveyed  over  eight  Afri- 
can countries  and  their  health  needs. 
We  have  worked  with  the  West  China 
School  of  Medical  Sciences,  which 
would  like  to  return  after  the  cultural 
revolution  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  they  have  surveyed  many 
of  the  extant  programs  in  Africa  for  cur- 
riculum advice.  We  are  now  ready  to 
put  in  place,  in  2001,  a  faculty  of  medi- 
cal sciences  that  will  indeed  train  health 
professionals,  so  that  many  villages 
that  now  have  no  medical  personnel 
will  have  at  least  a  highly  trained  nurse 
or  specialist  for  medical  consultation, 
and  ultimately  move  on  to  the  MD  de- 
gree. But  the  pressing  need  right  now  in 
our  study,  which  you  have  before  you, 
is  to  put  health  professionals  through- 
out Africa  in  the  villages. 

We  are  also  ready  to  reahze  what  we 
dreamed  of  in  1988:  an  integrated 
pan-African  educational  system  in 
which  we  will  have  the  main  African 
University  campus  in  Zimbabwe,  but 
also  a  satellite  campus  in  West  Africa, 
in  Liberia — and  you  have  the  agree- 
ment before  you  that  we  signed  two 
weeks  ago — a  satellite  campus  in  the 
Congo,  one  in  Angola,  ultimately,  and 
one  in  Mozambique.  And  in  this  way 
there  will  be  accessibility  to  students 
from  all  over  Africa  to  experience  an  in- 
tegrated United  Methodist  value-cen- 
tered educational  experience  of  quahty. 

(Applause) 


We  also  have  a  grant  made  through 
USAID,  which  will  be  matched  by  your 
action  today,  to  put  in  place  something 
we  have  now  studied  for  six  years, 
working  with  the  Nebraska  Educa- 
tional Television  Network,  namely,  a 
satellite  technology  system  that  will 
link  the  campuses  of  Africa  University 
in  interactive  learning  through  televi- 
sion and  media,  and  will  link  them  to 
American  University  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  to  Aoyama  Gakvin  University  in 
Tokyo,  and  to  Universidade  de  Frtaleza 
in  Brazil.  We  will  therefore  be  bringing 
together  Methodist  students  from  all 
over  the  world  to  interact  together  as 
we  create  a  new  generation  of  Christian 
leaders. 

All  of  this  has  happened  because  of 
your  commitment.  We  need  $20  mil- 
lion. We  asked  in  1988  for  $20  million 
dollars.  Now  we  really  need  this  to  put 
these  stages  in  place,  to  insure  high 
quality  value-centered  education  for 
the  continent  of  Africa  and  drawing  to- 
gether these  other  campuses  that  now 
exist  into  one  unified  system  for  the  fu- 
ture of  the  next  generation.  Our  endow- 
ment fund  is  at  $18,700,000;  it  needs  to 
be  at  $50,000,000  when  this  project  is 
completed  so  that  they  may  continue. 

Finally,  let  me  conclude  by  reminding 
you  of  what  I  thought  of  as  a  very  poi- 
gnant illustration.  When  we  walked 
through  the  empty  fields,  which  is  now 
Africa  University,  and  we  saw  some  lit- 
tle huts  that  were  living  uruts,  we — you 
remember  we  encountered  a  young 
girl,  aged  about  eight  or  nine.  We  told 
her  something  that  seemed  impossible 
to  her,  that  there  would  be  a  university 
right  here  by  her  home;  and  we  asked 
her  what  she  thought  of  that.  And  she 
said,  "I  want  to  study  there.  I  want  to  be 
a  doctor  because  1  want  to  fix  hearts." 
Perhaps  she  expressed  the  mission  of 
Africa  University  better  than  any  of  us. 
We're  about  transforming  lives,  in- 
forming and  educating  minds,  so  that 
we  may  heal  the  hearts  of  Africa  and  the 
world.  Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  DE  CARVALHO:  Thank 
you.  Dr.  Roger  Ireson.  Professor 
Murapa,  the  vice-chancellor  of  Africa 
University,  is  also  with  us.  I  call  up>on 
you  at  this  moment. 

(Applause) 

PROFESSOR  MURAPA:  Thank  you, 
bishop.  Let  me  first  begin  by  acknowl- 
edging the  presence  of  some  of  our 
board  members.  You  have  met  Bishop 
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de  Carvalho,  who  is  the  chancellor  and 
chairman  of  the  board.  Present  with  us 
is  the  vice-chairman  of  the  board. 
Bishop  Felton  May,  and  Bishop 
Jokomo,  as  well  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Development  Committee,  Bishop 
Norris.  Bishop  and  delegates,  I  bring 
you  greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  from  Africa 
University's  students,  staff,  and  fac- 
ulty. Today  I  come  to  you  first  to  thank 
you  for  your  gifts,  your  prayers,  and  in- 
deed, your  faith.  You  have  enabled  Af- 
rica University  to  be  where  it  is  today. 

In  just  a  few  minutes,  you  will  see  and 
hear  the  hope  of  Africa,  its  young  peo- 
ple. The  promise  and  the  vitality  evi- 
dent in  the  melodious  voices  of  these 
young  Angolans,  Congolese, 

Ghanaians,  Mozambiqueians,  Sierra 
Leonians,  Zimbabweans — who  make 
the  Africa  University  Chamber  Choir, 
those  voices  embody  the  hope  of  Africa. 
For  we,  who  are  many,  are  one  body. 
These  young  people  and  the  more  than 
two  hundred  others  who  have  already 
graduated  and  gone  home  to  their  vari- 
ous countries  are  your  investment  in 
Africa's  future.  It  is  a  great  investment. 
I'm  aware  that  during  the  last  few 
weeks  many  of  you  have  had  anxieties, 
and  perhaps  rightly  so;  anxieties  re- 
garding the  future  of  Africa  University 
in  view  of  the  recent  political  develop>- 
ments  in  Zimbabwe.  There  may  even  be 
some  who  would  want  the  church  to 
disengage  from  Africa  University  and 
from  Zimbabwe  altogether.  They  ask, 
"How  safe  is  our  investment?  Why 
should  we  continue  to  invest  in  Africa 
University?"  My  answer  is  simple:  We 
are  the  Church,  and  we  cannot  retreat 
from  doing  what  is  good  and  right  sim- 
ply because  it  is  safer  to  do  so. 

I  believe  that  we  are  all  agreed  that 
the  current  crisis  in  Zimbabwe  stems 
from  an  historical  injustice  regarding 
inequalities  in  the  ownership  and  dis- 
tribution of  land.  Opinions  differ  on 
how  best  to  address  this  injustice  in  a 
manner  that  brings  about  durable  eq- 
uity and  peace,  thereby  creating  an  en- 
vironment conducive  to  sustainable 
development  for  all.  This,  indeed,  is  the 
challenge  and  the  reason  for  being  de 
raison  d'etre  for  the  existence  of  Africa 
University. 

No,  we  cannot  retreat.  If  anything,  we 
must  redouble  our  resolve  and  efforts 
to  develop  the  intellectual  and  moral 
foundations  for  enlightened  leader- 
ship, which  will  cope  with  such  crises 
in  a  peaceful  and  just  manner  anywhere 


on  the  African  continent.  As  the  only 
United  Methodist  church-related  pri- 
vate and  pan-African  institution  of 
higher  learning,  Africa  Uiuversity  has 
placed  the  issue  of  leadership  at  the 
heart  of  its  mission.  Africa  needs  lead- 
ers; it  needs  leaders  who  shun  corrupt 
practices  and  seek  to  provide  honest 
service,  leaders  who  operate  in  a  trans- 
parent way,  who  are  tolerant  to  oppos- 
ing views  and  who  are  accountable  to 
their  constituents. 

RUDAKO  MARAGO:  Through  Af- 
rica University,  you  are  part  of  the  de- 
velopment of  that  new  leadership  on 
the  African  continent.  So  let  me  assure 
you  unequivocally  that  your  invest- 
ment is  safe.  Africa  University  is  a  via- 
ble, exciting  project  and  through  its 
products,  it  is  already  having  a  pro- 
found and  positive  impact  on  commu- 
nities across  the  continent.  Let  us, 
together,  look  forward  to  the  future 
with  confidence.  We  at  Africa  Univer- 
sity are  not  deterred;  indeed,  we  are 
embarking  on  even  more  challenging 
developments. 

I  now  turn  to  you  to  make  an  urgent 
appeal.  Dr.  Ireson  has  already  made  it. 
The  appeal  for  strengthening  the  life- 
line of  Africa  Uruversity.  As  you  may 
be  aware,  from  1988  to  this  year,  2000, 
the  church  apportionment  to  support 
Africa  University  has  remained  static  at 
$10,000,000  per  quadrennium.  In  spite 
of  this,  Africa  University  has  astutely 
managed  these  limited  resources  in  or- 
der to  meet  its  budgetary  requirements. 
This,  you  will  agree,  has  not  been  easy. 
Given  the  ever-growing  nature  of  the 
institution,  in  terms  of  student  num- 
bers, academic  programs,  infrastruc- 
ture, community-oriented  activities, 
etc.,  etc.  As  your  vice-chancellor,  I  find 
myself  in  a  most  difficult  position — lit- 
erally between  the  rock  and  a  hard 
place.  I  find  myself  in  an  unenviable  po- 
sition of  having  to  use  the  same  level  of 
funding  we  got  in  1992  to  balance  the 
budget  of  the  year  2000.  Cleariy,  we 
have  now  reached  a  point  where  the 
seams  can  no  longer  hold.  We  desper- 
ately need  a  further  substantial  infu- 
sion of  financial  resources  to  meet  the 
challenges  ahead.  Hence,  this  SOS. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  we  are  com- 
ing to  you  with  the  request  for  the 
church  apportionment  support  of 
twenty  million  dollars  for  the  coming 
quadrennium.  I  know  the  church  re- 
mains conrunitted,  and  therefore,  I  wish 
to  call  on  it  to  redouble  its  support  in 
advancing  this  noble  cause— God's 
cause.  I  thank  you. 


(Applause) 

BISHOP  EMILIO  DE  CARVALHO: 
TharJc  you.  Professor  Marago.  I  call 
upon  Dr.  James  Salley,  the  assistant 
vice  chancellor  for  development  of  Af- 
rica University,  whom  I  want  to  request 
to  carry  on  this  program  until  the  end. 

(Applause) 

JAMES  H.  SALLEY:  Bishop  Blake  and 
members  of  the  2000  General  Confer- 
ence, we  greet  you  in  the  name  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  the  One 
who  is  able  to  keep  us  from  falling.  We 
thank  you  for  your  support  of  Africa 
University  and  call  your  attention  to  p. 
12  of  the  Africa  University  progress  re- 
port that  you  received  earlier  this  week, 
in  1989  to  '99. 

There's  a  sentence  there,  on  p.l2,  that 
reads:  'The  first  three-story  residence 
hall  is  sponsored  by  the  North  and 
South  Indiana  annual  conferences."  In 
fact,  the  North  Indiana  conference  pro- 
vided a  generous  gift  to  build  and  dedi- 
cate two  three-story  dormitories.  The 
South  Indiana  conference — 

(Applause) 

— the  South  Indiana  corxference  is 
currently  providing  the  support  in  the 
current  construction  of  two  three-story 
dormitories.  Thanks  to  both  annual 
conferences  under  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Woodie  White.  And  we  regret 
the  error. 

It's  good  for  us  to  be  here  in  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference.  This  annual 
conference  has  been  very  generous  to 
Africa  University.  They  built  two  dor- 
mitories where  these  students  cur- 
rently reside.  They've  also  provided 
funding  for  scholarships  for  students. 
In  fact,  the  latest  endowed  scholarship 
at  Africa  University  has  been  endowed 
by  the  Cleveland  District  of  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

(Applause) 

Thanks  to  Dr.  Julius  Trimble  and  the 
people  of  the  Cleveland  district  of  the 
East  Ohio  Annual  Conference  for  going    j 
over  the  top.  Thanks  to  Bishop  Edwin    , 
Bolton  for  starting  the  race,  and  to    i 
Bishop  Jonathan  Keaton  for  taking  the    ! 
baton  and  finishing  the  race.  We  only 
regret  that  Bishop  Bolton  is  not  here  to 
see  these  students  and  see  this  Africa 
University  report  in  this  General  Con- 
ference. 

The  Africa  University  chamber  choir 
consists  of  twenty  persons  and  the  di- 
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rector.  Professor  Marago  has  already 
told  you  about  their  diversity,  but  you 
need  to  know  that  they  speak  nnany  lan- 
guages. In  fact,  some  of  them  will  assist 
this  General  Conference  this  afternoon 
and  tomorrow  in  the  interpretation  of 
Swahili,  Portuguese,  and  French  lan- 
guages. 

(Applause) 

After — after  their  appearance  at  this 
General  Conference  they  will  do  con- 
certs in  the  Detroit,  Michigan,  area,  the 
New  York  area,  and  then  conduct  a  tour 
in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  that 
will  end  on  1 9  June.  This  is  the  chamber 
choir's  third  jurisdictional  tour. 

Members  of  the  General  Conference, 
let's  make  a  joyful  noise  with  Dr.  Pat- 
rick Matsicanary  and  the  Africa  Uni- 
versity Chamber  Choir. 

(Applause) 

DR.  PATRICK  MATSICANARY:  A 
mi  ma  le  le,  a  song  from  Diaresi.  It's  a 
Lingala  song  and  it  simply  means  "God 
is  good.  My  heart  needs  his  presence." 

(Song /(Applause) 

JAMES  SALLEY:  You  have  heard 
from  students  of  Africa  University. 
Now  please  hear  from  two  graduates  of 
Africa  University.  Miss  Sophia 
Chiremba,  Zimbabwe,  a  graduate  of 
the  Faculty  of  Agriculture  and  Natural 
Resources.  Mr.  Richard  Fotsin,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Faculty  of  Management  and 
Administration.  He  received  an  MBA 
from  Africa  University.  He  hails  from 
the  Cameroon. 

I  (Applause) 
Students  Praise  Africa  University 

I I  SOHPIA  CHIREMBA:  I  bring  you 
greetings  from  the  Africa  University 
Alumni  and  Friends  Association.  I'd 
also  like  to  mention  that  apart  from 
graduating  from  the  Faculty  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Natural  Resources,  1  also  grad- 
uated from  the  Chamber  Choir  of 
Africa  University,  in  1997. 

(Applause) 

'I  Presently,  I  am  pursuing  a  masters 
degree  at  Purdue  University,  West  La- 
fayette, Indiana. 

(Applause) 

When  I  was  admitted  to  Africa  Uni- 
versity in  1994,  it  was  one  of  only  two 
universities,  and  the  first  private  Chris- 
■    tian-related  university  in  Zimbabwe. 
My  mother  believed  that  Africa  Univer- 


sity would  make  a  difference  in  my  life, 
and  indeed,  it  has. 

I  received  a  four-year  education  at  Af- 
rica University  with  support  from 
friends  who  believed  in  Africa  Univer- 
sity and  its  beneficiaries,  like  myself.  I 
believe  that  my  Africa  University  exp>e- 
rience  was  a  window  of  opportunity  for 
further  education  and  reaching  heights 
which  would  have  otherwise  not  been 
possible.  At  Africa  University  I  discov- 
ered and  experienced  the  rich  diversity 
of  the  African  continent.  1  learned  to  en- 
joy similarities  and  differences  and  cel- 
ebrate cultural  diversity  with  fellow 
students  and  staff  from  all  comers  of 
Africa.  Africa  University  equipped  me 
with  a  deeper  understanding  of  my  role 
to  serve  my  community,  my  nation, 
and  my  neighbors.  1  believe  and  know 
that  the  presence  of  Africa  University 
today,  and  its  graduates,  is  being  felt  to- 
day and  vwll  most  certainly  be  felt  for 
many  generations  to  come.  I  believe 
that  Africa  University  is  an  epicenter  of 
interior  solutions  to  the  continent's 
well-being.  Africa  needs  us  graduates 
today.  It  needs  more  graduates  tomor- 
row. Africa  needs  Africa  University  to- 
day and  tomorrow. 

I  recall  a  sermon  by  the  former 
vice-chancellor.  Dr.  Carrera,  in  which 
he  played  a  well-known  song  by  an 
American  artist,  "I  Believe  1  Can  Fly." 
His  message  now  dawns  on  me,  years 
later,  that  it  is  not  what  we  believe,  but 
what  belief  makes  out  of  it.  To  become 
members  of  the  Africa  University  Hon- 
orary Alumni  Association  or  to  support 
Africa  University  in  any  way  is  to  make 
an  immeasurable  and  perp>etually  re- 
warding investment  into  educating  Af- 
rica and  nurturing  the  institution  to  its 
full  fXJtential  for  future  generations. 
With  just  the  right  amount  of  support 
or  wind  beneath  its  wings,  I  believe  Af- 
rica University  and  its  graduates — and 
Africa — can  fly. 

On  behalf  of  Africa  University 
alumni,  present  students,  and  friends, 
and  in  the  undying  spirit  of  Africa  Uni- 
versity, I  thank  you  all. 

(Applause) 

RICHARD  FOTSIN:  Good  morning. 
My  greetings  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence. I  am  delighted  to  be  here  to  share 
with  you  the  good  news  about  Africa 
University.  As  an  MBA  five-year  stu- 
dent, along  with  the  faculty  members 
and  my  peers,  we  traveled  the  road  that 
had  never  been  traveled  before.  Com- 
ing from  Cameroon,  which  is  in  the 


west  side  of  Africa,  I  found  it  interest- 
ing to  have  an  exceptional  diversity 
make-up  there  at  Africa  University. 
This  was  an  added  benefit,  because  not 
only  did  I  came  to  know  people  of  other 
cultures,  understand  them,  love  them, 
but  I  also  gained  a  quality  education 
without  having  to  travel  out  of  the  con- 
tinent. 

Many  have  called  Africa  University  a 
unique  institution.  And  I  want  to  add 
that  Africa  University  also  produces 
uniqueness  in  both  its  graduates  and 
many  who  come  into  contact  with  it  in 
one  way  or  another.  That  institution  in- 
vites you  in  a  manner  that  forces  you  to 
go  back  and  continue  to  be  part  of  the 
dream  team,  no  matter  where  you  are.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  were  touched  b- 
this  unique  spirit.  Yes,  I  came  out  of  A  .- 
rica  University  not  only  with  an  aci  - 
demic  degree,  but  also  with  an  attitude 
of  service  that  challenges  me  to  keep 
have  the  dream  alive  for  many  more 
generations  to  come.  Just  recently  we 
formed  the  Africa  University  Alumni 
and  Friends  Association  to  promote 
supp)ort  for  the  institution.  We  are  made 
up  of  alumni  and  friends  in  Africa,  as 
well  as  the  U.S.  Each  member  has 
pledged  a  dollar  a  month  based  on  his  or 
her  ability,  and  this  association  is  un- 
common in  that  it  is  rare  for  a  University 
in  Africa  to  form  strong  alumni  associa- 
tions that  will  provide  financial  support 
to  their  alma  maters.  The  fact  that  such  a 
young  school  has  easily  been  able  to  en- 
list the  support  to  alumni  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic  is  a  testimony  to  our  com- 
mitment, pride,  and  love  for  Africa  Uni- 
versity. 

The  good  work  has  to  continue.  We 
know  there  are  many  of  you  who  have 
been  or  are  supporting  Africa  Univer- 
sity with  your  gifts  already.  For  this  we 
are  grateful.  The  task  that  was  started  in 
April  1991  is  far  to  be  completed,  and 
we  know  it  has  to  be  completed. 

I  am  appeahng  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  continue  its  support  for  Africa 
University  by  doubling  its  SIO  million 
fund.  Help  us  firush  what  we  have 
started.  We  have  dreamed  a  dream.  It 
might  not  be  easy,  but  it  is  indeed  ful- 
filling. And  as  written  in  the  Book  of 
Romans,  "If  God  is  for  us,  who  can  be 
against  us?" 

Thank  you,  and  God  bless  you  all. 
(Applause) 

BISHOP  EMILIO  DE  CARVALHQ 
Bishop  Blake,  delegates  of  General  Con- 
ference 2000,  here  ends  our  report.  Thank 


1934 


May  6,  2000 


you  for  your  patience,  thanks  for  prayers, 
and  your  support  also.  Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

On  the  platform  before,  besides  the 
persons  who  were  introduced,  we  have 
Bishop  William  Oden,  the  president  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  and  we  have  Dr.  Ken 
Yamada,  associate  general  secretary  for 
the  Division  of  Higher  Education. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Thank  you  so  much. 

(Song — Africa  University  Choir) 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Thank  you  for  your 
hospitality  and  thank  you  for  a  won- 
derful presentation.  We  need  to  have  a 
vote  to  receive  this  report  as  an  official 
part  of  the  record  of  General  Confer- 
ence. One  for  yes,  two  for  no.  Vote 
when  the  light  is  on.  (Voting  takes  place) 
And  of  course  it's  received.  Thank  you. 
The  vote  is  783  to  6. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Now  friends,  you 
voted  the  calendar  for  the  morning.  The 
agenda  for  the  morning,  you  can  read 
as  I  am  reading  that  we  are  behind  our 
schedule.  And  we'll  simply  continue, 
move  with  dispatch  through  the 
agenda  as  printed.  And  we  now  turn  to 
Bishop  Robert  Morgan,  who  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  an  event  that  occurs  every 
year  within  the  Council  of  Bishops.  But 
when  the  General  Conference  meets, 
the  passing  of  the  gavel  occurs  from  one 
president  to  the  other.  Bishop  Robert 
Morgan. 

Council  of  Bishops 
Passing  of  the  Gavel 

BISHOP  ROBERT  C.  MORGAN: 
Thank  you  Bishop  Blake.  This  will  be  a 
brief  passing  of  thegavel.  Just  onebrief 
story  to  put  it  in  perspective.  I  remem- 
ber the  late  Bishop  Roy  Short  saying  to 
our  class  of  1984  that  you  need  to  put 
being  a  bishop  in  perspective.  And  he 
told  this  story.  He  said  as  a  young 
bishop  in  the  Holston  Conference  he 
went  up  to  southwest  Virginia,  to  a 
church,  for  a  dedication  or  something. 
And  said  an  old  gentleman,  maybe 
ninety  years  of  age,  came  up  to  him 
and  said,  "So  you're  a  bishop."  Bishop 
Short  said,  "Yes."  He  said,  "1  never 
have  seen  a  bishop  before."   He  said. 


"In  fact,  you're  the  first  bishop  that's 
been  to  this  church  in  my  lifetime."  He 
said,  "Now  my  grandpappy  remem- 
bers a  bishop  coming  one  time.  He  said 
his  name  was  Asbury.  Frances 
Asbury."  And  Bishop  Short  said  that 
put  it  in  perspective  for  him  'cause  the 
office  is  not  the  person  who  holds  that 
office  always.  But  we  have  a  responsi- 
bility in  this  Council  of  Bishops  for  cor- 
porate episcopacy.  We  all  have 
presidential  and  residential  responsi- 
bilities but  it's  so  vital. 

We  have  a  long  line  of  splendor  that 
starts  with  Asbury.  As  United  Method- 
ists it  began  in  '68.  As  I  sit,  as  I  have  sat, 
during  this  year,  looking  at  this  particu- 
lar part  of  the  gavel,  the  base,  I  have  re- 
viewed the  names  and  I'm  not  going  to 
read  them  all.  But  it  began  with  Gene 
Frank.  Some  of  the  great  heroes  of  the 
church,  John  Wesley  Lord,  Paul 
Hardin,  Kenneth  Goodson,  and  on  and 
on  I  could  read;  Emilio  de  Carvalho, 
who  was  just  here,  Joe  Yeakel.  So  many 
of  the  great  leaders  of  the  church. 
There're  thirty-two  names  on  this 
block.  And  now  there'll  be  a 
thirty-third  name,  and  his  name  is  Wil- 
liam Oden,  and  what  a  joy  it  is  Bill,  to 
present  to  you  the  gavel.  And  may  God 
bless  you  as  you  lead  us  in  our  corpo- 
rate work. 

(Applause) 

(Bishop  Morgan  passes  the  gavel  to 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden) 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  B.ODEN:  First  a 
word  about  my  predecessor.  Bishop 
Morgan  has  led  us  well.  His  stirring 
sermon  and  strong  officiating  in  the 
opening  session  of  General  Confer- 
ence started  us  out  on  a  high  note.  And 
Bob,  all  of  us  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
you.  My  second  word  is  to  say  that 
your  Council  of  Bishops  is  a  strong 
council  of  faithful  leaders.  We're  di- 
verse, we're  not  of  one  mind  on  issues 
but  we  are  bound  in  special  covenant 
with  each  other  and  through  our 
conferencing  together  we  will  continu- 
ally prayerfully  seek  to  fulfill  our  role 
as  your  shepherds  and  teachers.  We'll 
pray  for  you  and  hope  you'll  pray  for 
us.  And  finally,  I  want  to  ask  you  for  a 
double  portion  of  prayers  for  those  of 
us  who'll  lead  the  council  during  this 
quadrennium.  We  need  all  your 
prayers.  Pray  for  us,  as  we  will  con- 
tinue to  pray  for  us  and  for  the  entire 
church.  God  bless. 

(Applause) 


BISHOP  ODEN:  The  Agenda  and 
Calendar  Committee  in  their  report  in- 
dicated that  at  this  time  there  would  be 
a  motion  in  relationship  to  last  evening. 
Mike  two,  please. 

RONALD  BRETSCH  (North  Central 
New  York):  Thank  you.  Bishop.  And 
thanks  to  the  Agenda  Committee.  I 
will  not  introduce  this.  Bishop,  be- 
cause as  I  read  it  I  think  it  will  speak 
for  itself.  This  is  to  John  Paul  II.  In  the 
name  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Spirit,  we,  the  General  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  greet 
you,  our  brother  in  the  body  of  Christ. 
We  recognize  the  profound  state- 
ments of  sorrow  and  regret  that  you 
have  made  in  this  Year  of  Jubilee,  2000 
A.D.,  regarding  certain  past  practices 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  Catho- 
lics, and  other  Christians.  We  accept 
your  apology  for  the  use  of  force  in  the 
search  for  truth  practiced  against  our 
Protestant  forebears  in  the  Christian 
faith.  In  the  instances  of  misunder- 
standings, insensitivities,  and  harm 
brought  about  by  The  United  Method- 
ist Church  and  its  predecssors  in  the 
faith  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  Roman  Catholics,  we,  in  turn,  ask 
forgiveness  for  our  deeds  of  commis- 
sion and  omission.  We  recognize  our 
shared  culpability  and  wrongs  of  both 
thought  and  action  that  Romans  Cath- 
olics and  United  Methodists  have  ex- 
hibited towards  the  multitudes  of 
persons  living  in  poverty  and  illness, 
without  education  and  under  the 
scourges  of  racism,  indigenous  peo- 
ples of  the  world,  women  and  chil- 
dren, Jews,  Moslems  and  peoples  of 
other  living  faiths.  We  rejoice  in  the 
growth  of  mutual  understanding  of 
each  other  that  has  developed  in  the 
past  decades  between  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  United  Methodist 
Churches  and  among  Roman  Catho- 
lics and  United  Methodists.  We  look 
forward  to  increased  understanding, 
that  is  brought  about  by  prayer,  dia- 
logue and  reflection.  We  give  thanks 
for  the  witness  to  the  world  of  the 
light  of  Jesus  the  Christ  that  is  mani-  { 
fested  in  the  solidarity  of  our  separate  ' 
and  shared  works  of  Christian  social 
action.  May  the  blessings  of  God,  the 
Creator,  the  Savior,  and  Sustainer 
continue  to  be  with  you  and  your 
leadership  of  our  sister,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 


I 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  5 


1935 


BISHOP  ODEN:  This  motion  is  before 
you  to  send  this  communique  as  read. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  is  on.  It  is  so 
ordered.  And  let  us  take  a  moment  in 
our  own  way  to  reflect  on  our  exf)eri- 
ence  last  evening  of  confession  and  re- 
pentance, and  how  that  reality  is  at  the 
very  heart  of  the  good  news  as  we  send 
this  communique  representing  that  in- 
deed, my  friends,  in  the  Christain  com- 
munity we're  not  better  than  nor  lower 
than  any  other  expression  of  the  faith. 
All  of  us  are  distinct  in  our  own  ways. 
All  of  us  have  our  own  histories.  And  in 
this  communique  that  you've  sent,  we 
are  indeed  bonded  together  in  Chris- 
tian love  with  all  of  humanity,  but  a 
sf>ecial  bonding  with  those  that  confess 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  and  Savior. 
Let's  think  about  that  for  a  moment  to- 
gether. 

(Prayer) 

We  turn  now  to  a  special  responsibil- 
ity for  the  nominations  for  Judicial 
Council  and  the  University  Senate. 
First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  paragraph  2602  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  and  I'm  reading,  "At  each 
quadrennial  session  of  the  General 
Conference,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
shall  nominate  by  majority  vote  three 
times  the  number  of  ordained  ministers 
and  lay  pjersons  to  be  elected  at  such 
session  of  the  General  Conference.  At 
the  same  session  at  which  the  above 
nominations  are  announced,  nomina- 
tions of  both  ministers  and  lay  persons 
may  be  made  from  the  floor,  but  at  no 
other  time.  The  names  of  all  nominees 
identified  with  the  conference  to  which 
each  belongs  and  a  biographical  sketch 
that  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
words,  shall  be  published  by  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  48  hours  prior  to  the 
time  of  election."  This  is  the  jjaragraph 
we're  dealing  with  at  this  time.  Now 
we'd  like  for  you  to  turn  to  page  1749  in 
your  DCA,  Volume  4,  Number  3,  1749, 
in  the  lower  right-hand  comer.  These 
are  the  nominees  of  your  Council  of 
Bishofjs  which  stand  as  nominees  for 
election.  There  is  one  change.  The 
fourth  person  nominated,  Wesley 
Bailey,  is  not  nominated.  You  should 
draw  a  line  through  that  name  and  in- 
stead a  Central  Conference  person, 
Kodolfo  Beltran,  from  the  Philipines,  is 
a  replacement  nominee  by  the  Council 
of  Bishojjs.  To  facilitate  this  nomina- 
tion process,  I  would  ask  persons  who 
have  other  names  to  place  in  nomina- 
tion to  move  to  mikes  and  1  will  rotate 
through  the  mikes.  And  as  the  nomina- 


tions are  made,  you  need  to  identify 
who  you  are  as  a  nominator,  the  cate- 
gory, lay  or  clergy,  to  which  you  are 
nominating,  the  person's  name  and 
conference.  And  that  is  all  you  need  to 
say.  There  are  no  speeches  at  this  time. 
As  the  nominator,  you  are  respwnsible 
for  the  biographical  statement  that  will 
be  printed  along  with  all  others  in  the 
DCA  48  hours  prior  to  the  election  next 
week.  The  floor  is  op>en  for  nomina- 
tions to  the  Judicial  Council.  You  have  a 
nomination,  please  move  to  the  mikes. 
Mike  four. 

BILL  COUCH  (Northwest  Texas):  A 
lay  person  for  the  Judicial  Council,  Ed 
Hill,  from  Northwest  Texas  Confer- 
ence. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Thank  you,  I  need  to 
make  one  more  explanation.  Write 
your  nominee  down  on  a  sheet  pa- 
f>er — the  information  that  you  have 
given — that  we  are  assured  that  we  get 
the  correct  sf)elling  and  the  correct  ref- 
erence. So  thank  you.  Nominators,  be 
sure  to  bring  that  immediately.  Send  it 
by  page,  to  the  Conference  Secretary. 
Now  turn  to  Mike  two. 

ALDO  MARTIN  (Florida):  Nominate 
Daniel  Ivey-Soto,  New  Mexico  Confer- 
ence. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Lay  or  clergy? 

MARTIN:  Lay. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Thank  you.  Mike 
eight. 

TYRONE  GORDON  (Kansas  West): 
I'd  like  to  nominate  Elsie  Crickard, 
clergy  from  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
Kansas  West. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Number  five. 

MEL  BOWDAN  (Kentucky):  I'd  like 
to  make  a  lay  nomination.  Mary  A. 
Daffin,  Texas  Conference. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  six. 

DAVID  RICHARDSON  (California 
Pacific):  I'd  like  to  nominate  the  Honor- 
able Ted  Todd,  lay  person. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  four. 

ALVIN  HORTON  (Virginia):  I'd  like 
to  nominate  Lonnie  D.  Brooks,  lay 
member  of  the  Alaska  Missionary  Con- 
ference. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  two. 

LEICESTER  LONGDON  (West  Mich- 
igan): I'd  like  to  nominate  a  lay  candi- 
date, Steven  Lett,  from  West  Michigan. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  six. 

INEZ  DAWES  (Iowa):  I'd  like  to  nom- 
inate a  clergy  candidate.  Rev.  Tom  Grif- 
fith from  the  Cal-Pac  Conference. 


BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  one. 

BARBARA  LEMMEL:  (Troy):  I 
would  like  to  nominate  the  Rev. 
Francine  Taylor-Thirus  from  Northern 
Illinois  Conference. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  four. 

JOE  KILPATRICK  (North  Georgia):  I 
would  like  to  place  a  name  in  nomina- 
tion, the  name  of  James  Holsinger  from 
the  Kentucky  Conference.  Lay. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  six. 

NOE  VALDERAMA  (North-West 
Mindanao):  I'd  like  to  nominate  attor- 
ney Oscar  Ferrer  from  the  Philippine 
Central  Conference. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  one. 

RUBIN  PERRY  (North  Georgia):  I'd 
like  to  place  a  nomination.  TTie  name  of 
Paul  Ervin  who  is  a  lay. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  four. 

MAXIE  DUNNAM  (Kentucky):  I'd 
hke  to  nominate  a  clergy.  Rev.  Keith 
Boyette  from  the  Virginia  Conference. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  three. 

SHARON  MOE  (Pacific  Northwest): 
I'd  like  to  place  a  nomination,  lay  mem- 
ber Sally  Geis  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Mike  one. 

JULIUS  ARCHIBALD  aroy):  I'd  like 
to  nominate  a  clergy  nonunee.  Rev. 
Tom  Shanklin  of  the  Troy  Conference. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Sally  Geis  is  already 
nominated,  so  that  nominafion  will  not 
come  from  the  floor.  She  is  on  the  list  al- 
ready. Is  there  anyone  else  at  mike 
one?  I  see  no  other  persons  at  mikes. 
Therefore  I  will  declare  that  the  nomi- 
nations for  the  Judicial  Council.  Do  you 
have  an  additional  nomination?  Please 
move  to  mike  eight. 

SAM  WYNN  (North  Carolina):  I'd 
like  to  nominate  Belton  Joyner,  clergy. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  What  conference? 

SAM  WINN:  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  OK.  If  you  have 
nominations,  please  move  to  the  mikes. 
We're  trying  to  facilitate  this.  I  see  one 
person  here.  I  don't  see  anyone  else 
moving  to  the  mike.  OK,  person  at 
number  two  and  then  we'll  turn  to 
mike  one. 

DAVID  WILSON  (Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary):  A  laity.  Miss  Ann 
Saunkeah  from  the  Okalahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Lay  or  clergy?  Da- 
vid? 
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DAVID  WILSON:  Laity. 
BISHOP  ODEN:  Number  one. 
NIPPY-TOE  JACKSON   (Liberia):  I 
would  like  to  nominate  James  Lamark 
Cox  of  the  Liberian  Annual  Conference, 
Monrovia,  Liberia.  A  layperson. 

BISHOP  ODEN:  Thank  you.  I  would 
declare  that  the  nominations  for  Judi- 
cial Council  are  closed. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  No  one  else  at  the 
mike.  Now  we  turn  to . .  i.pause),  yes,  did 
you  want  to  make  a  nomination?  I  did 
not,  {pause)  OK,  move  to  number  five, 
please. 

MARK  TROTTER:  (California  Pa- 
cific) I'd  like  to  move  to  suspend  the 
rules,  if  that's  in  order.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  What  you  are  doing 
is  to  suspend  the  rules  for  what  pur- 
pose? 

TROTTER:  To  allow  the  General  Con- 
ference to  consider  the  petitions  related 
to  membership  that  are  before  them. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Is  there  a  second? 
{Pause)  It  is  seconded. 

TROTTER:  That  the  motion  is  to  per- 
mit the  legislative  committees  that  have 
been  assigned  petitions  seeking  to 
amend  the  1996  Discipline,  paragraphs 
215, 222.1  through  5;  227.2;  231.1  and  to 
consider  them  as  petitions  to  delete  the 
1992  Discipline  paragraphs  216.4;  222 
through  224;  232.1  and  2  and  replace 
them  with  the  language  of  the  1996  Dis- 
cipline paragraphs  which  include  the 
amendments  purposed  in  the  DCA. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  now  this  item; 
that's  the  subject  of  the  reason  for  the 
suspension  of  the  rules.  If  you  suspend 
the  rules  to  deal  with  this  matter,  you 
are  suspending  your  agenda  and  the 
rules  to  deal  with  this  matter.  If  you  will 
suspend  the  rules  to  deal  with  this  mat- 
ter vote  accordingly  when  the  light  co- 
mes on. 

University  Senate  Nominations 


BISHOP  BLAKE:  The  rules  are  not 
suspended  for  that  purpose. 

Now  let's  go  to  the  University  Senate 
nominations.  These  nominations  are 
also  in  your  DCA  on  p.  1749  and  in  the 
Judicial  Council,  1  mean  in  the  Univer- 
sity Senate,  in  the  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
members  elected  by  the  General  Con- 
ference shall  be  nominated  and  elected 
by  the  following  procedure,  reading 
from  paragraph  1417:  "Twelve  persons 
shall  be  nominated  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  .  .  ."  and  the  qualifications  for 
those  persons  are  identified.  Then,  "At 


the  same  daily  session  at  which  the 
above  nominations  are  announced,  ad- 
ditional nominations  may  be  made 
from  the  floor  but  at  no  other  time." 

On  page  1749,  in  the  right  hand  col- 
umn, you  have  the  nominations  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  University  Sen- 
ate. Please  note  those  names.  These  per- 
sons are  already  in  nomination. 

Now,  the  floor  is  open  for  additional 
nominations  for  the  University  Senate. 
We  will  follow  the  same  procedure. 
Please  move  to  mikes  and  I  will  rotate 
among  the  mikes.  Again,  be  sure  you 
give  the  name  of  the  person  and  mark 
on  this  card  of  nomination  "University 
Senate,"  so  we  will  be  sure  to  distin- 
guish those  from  those  who  were  nomi- 
nated by  the  Judicial  Council  for  the 
University  Senate.  I  see  someone  at 
mike  six.  Mike  sw,  please. 

CONNIE  DIXON:  (California  Pacific 
conference)  I  would  like  to  nominate 
Dr.  Willie  Jones,  lay  person,  Califor- 
nia-Pacific conference. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Would  you,  as  nom- 
inations are  made,  we  have  categories 
of  persons  to  be  nominated.  Would  you 
identify  in  your  nomination  the  posi- 
tion that  this  person  holds  in  relation- 
ship to  higher  education.  The  elections 
are  for  persons  who  are  chief  executive 
officers  of  United  Methodist  related  ed- 
ucational   institutions    and    persons 
holding  other  positions  relevant  to  aca- 
demic or  financial  affairs  or  church  re- 
lationships.     I   think   that   reference 
would  be  helpful  in  terms  of  the  nomi- 
nating process.  We  have  returned  to 
mike  six.  You  have  made  your  nomina- 
tion. Position,  and  the  relationship  to 
higher    education    that    this    person 
holds? 

CONNIE  DIXON:  Dr.  Jones  is  a  dean 
at  Compton  College  in  Compton,  Cali- 
fornia. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Please  include  that 
in  your  nomination  sheet.  Number  8. 

BEN  ALFORD:  Clergy  delegate,  Ten- 
nessee conference.  I  would  like  to  place 
in  nomination  Dr.  Ted  Brown,  presi- 
dent, Martin  Methodist  College. 
BISHOP  BLAKE:  Mike  2. 
FLO  MARTIN:  (South  Georgia  Con- 
ference) I  would  like  to  place  in  nomi- 
nation. Dr.  Charlene  Black,  lay.  South 
Georgia,  assistant   .   .   .associate  vice 
president  for  academic  affairs  and  dean 
of  undergraduate  studies  at  Georgia 
Southern    University    in    Statesboro, 
Georgia. 
BISHOP  BLAKE:  Mike  8. 


DAVID  E.  PENALVA:  (South  Indi- 
ana conference)  I  would  like  to  nomi- 
nate Dr.  David  Maldonado.  He  is  the 
newly  appointed  president  of  lUiff  Col- 
lege, lUiff  School  of  Theology,  excuse 
me,  and  he's  from  the  Rio  Grande  Con- 
ference. 
BISHOP  BLAKE:  Mike  one. 
WILLIAM  H.  HINSON  (Texas  Con- 
ference): I  would  like  to  nominate  Dr. 
Maxie  Dunnam,  who  is  president  of 
Asbury  seminary 
BISHOP  BLAKE:  Number  sbc. 
CHEOL  H.  KWAK:  (California  Pa- 
cific Conference)  I  would  like  to  place  a 
nomination  for  Dr.  Leong  S.  Lee,  from 
Iowa  conference.  He's  a  professor  at 
Iowa  State  University  in  Political  Sci- 
ence also  serving  as  CPT. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  I  see  no  other  per- 
sons on  mikes,  therefore  I  will  declare 
that  the  nominations  for  University 
Senate  are  closed.  Thank  you  for  the 
participation  in  this  process.  Again, 
th..3e  will  all  be  pubhshed  in  the  DCA 
and  the  elections  will  take  place  in  ple- 
nary next  week. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Now,  friends,  many 
of  you  have  been  here  since  eight 
o'clock.  It's  10:30. 1  would  like  foryou  to 
look  at  your  watches,  because  in  thir- 
teen minutes  we  will  have  the  action  be- 
fore us  on  the  Connectional  Process 
Team  Report,  so  look  at  your  watches, 
thirteen  minutes,  we  will  begin  our  ses- 
sion exactly  at  that  time. 

(Singing) 


BISHOP  BLAKE:  Thank  you  so  much, 
and  please  be  seated,  as  we  continue  the 
agenda  as  you  adopted.  Let  the  confer- 
ence be  in  order.  Not  quite  everybody  is 
here  yet. 

We  would  like  to  announce  for  dele- 
gates that  the  deadline  for  the  bio- 
graphical information  for  the  nominees 
for  Judicial  Council  and  the  University 
Senate,  the  deadline  is  3:00  p.m.  this  af- 
ternoon. I  will  ask  Carolyn  Marshall, 
our  secretary,  to  make  that  announce- 
ment again  at  the  end  of  the  morning. 
But  some  of  you  who  are  responsible 
for  that  need  to  be  attentive  to  that, 
three  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Now  we're 
under  an  order  of  the  day  at  this  time, 
an  order  that  you  prescribed  in  your 
rules  on  Tuesday.  And  let  me  remind 
you  what  you  voted  on  Tuesday  in 
terms  of  your  rules.  The  rule  relating  to 
Friday  morning  is  as  follows: 

"On  Friday,  May  5,  following  the  Af- 
rica University  Report"— if  you  want 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  5 


1937 


references,  this  is  on  page  1730  of  your 
DC  A — "the  floor  of  the  conference  shall 
be  open  for  debate  upon  amendments 
to  orany  otheraction  upon  the  report  as 
the  conference  may  direct.  This  action 
shall  precede  any  legislative  commit- 
tee's action  on  specific  petitions  related 
to  the  CPT  report."  This  has  been  ful- 
filled, the  last  half  of  that  motion,  in  that 
there  are  no  legislative  committee  ac- 
tions concerning  this  report.  So  that  has 
been  fulfilled. 

Now  we  turn  to  the  Connectional 
Process  Team.  Minerva  Carcano  is  a 
representative  of  the  team  who  will  put 
the  matter  before  us  from  the  team.  This 
Connectional  Process  Team  was  autho- 
rized by  the  1996  session  of  General 
Conference,  so  it  has  the  standing  of  a 
committee  that  the  General  Conference 
has  authorized.  She  will  put  the  matter 
before  us  from  the  committee,  and  then 
we'll  have  an  opportunity  to  speak  to 
putting  the  matter  before  us.  So  we  turn 
to  Minerva  Carcafio. 

MINERVA  CARCANO  (Rio 
Grande):  Buenas  dias.  I  greet  you  in  the 
name  and  in  the  peace  of  Jesus  Christ  on 
this  fifth  day  of  May,  Cinco  de  Mayo,  a 
day  of  great  liberation  and  celebration 
for  Mexico. 

(Applause) 

And  the  people  of  God  say  viva 
Mexico  y  viva  la  grande  Iglesia 
Metodista  de  Mexico. 

Adoption  of  "Living  Into  the  Future" 
Recommended 

I  would  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Connectional  Process  Team,  which  is 
found  in  your  Advance  Edition  of  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  volume  one, 
section  one,  pages  5  through  21.  The 
Advanced  Edition  of  the  DCA  volume 
one,  section  one,  pages  5  through  21 .  In 
an  effort  to  facilitate  the  dehberations  of 
this  General  Conference  on  this  morn- 
ing, the  Connectional  Process  Team  has 
a  recommendation.  The  Cormectional 
Process  Team  recommends  the  adop- 
tion of  the  section  of  its  report  titled 
"Living  Into  the  Future."  This  section  is 
found  on  pages  18,  beginning  on  the 
second  column,  and  extending  through 
page  20.  We  would  further  recommend 
that  the  first  section  of  the  refwrt,  pages 
one  through  18,  be  referred  to  general 
church  Covenant  Council  proposed  in 
the  "Living  Into  the  Future"  section  for 
Its  further  study  and  consideration.  1 
would  like  to  speak  to  the  motion  if  I  am 
allowed. 


BISHOP  BLAKE:  Yes,  is  there  a  sec- 
ond? 

UNIDENTIRED  SPEAKER:  Sec- 
onded. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  It's  seconded. 

CARCANO:  The  CPT  has  sought  to 
listen  to  God's  will  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  through  prayer  and 
the  study  of  Scripture,  through  the 
good  work  of  our  sisters  and  our  broth- 
ers who  worked  tirelessly  on  the 
Connectional  Issues  Study,  as  well  as 
through  the  visionary  work  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  in  their  study  of  the 
global  nature  of  The  United  Methodist 
Curch. 

We  have  also  attempted  to  hear  God's 
will  through  Christian  conferencing 
with  United  Methodists  throughout  the 
connection,  and  now  as  we  gather  as 
the  General  Conference.  We  are  clear 
on  the  fact  that  God  has  placed  on  our 
collective  heart  the  need  for  change. 
Change  not  for  the  sake  of  change,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  mission  of  the  church: 
to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  faith- 
ful followers  of  Christ  who  proclaim 
that  in  Jesus  Christ  is  found  our  salva- 
tion, disciples  who  live  in  God's  reign 
of  justice  inviting  others  to  do  the  same 
for  the  peace  of  all  of  God's  creation. 

The  report  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
the  report  of  the  laity,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministry  rep>ort,  have 
pointed  to  the  need  for  change.  Our 
conversation  through  Wednesday's  re- 
flection groufjs  of  discernment  have 
held  up  the  need  for  change.  Our  con- 
versations as  a  Connectional  Process 
Team  with  United  Methodists  from 
across  the  church  spwke  the  need  for 
change.  In  this  spirit  of  seeking  confir- 
mation of  what  we  understand  to  be 
God's  wall  by  listening  to  God's  people, 
we  are  also  clear  that  change  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  must  come 
gradually.  By  adopting  the  "Living  Into 
the  Future"  section  of  the  Connectional 
Process  Team  report,  the  General  Con- 
ference would  initiate  a  process  of 
gradual  change  that  would  enable  The 
Uruted  Methodist  Church  to  move  in  a 
transformational  direction,  in  those  ar- 
eas where  the  discernment  process  of 
this  very  General  Conference  has  af- 
firmed that  there  is  consen- 
sus— mairJy,  our  need  of  God's 
traiisformation;  secondly,  the  need  to 
prayerfully  and  together  discern  God's 
vision  for  the  church;  the  need  for  us  to 
model  a  new  style  of  leadership  that 
makes  us  partners  in  mission — laity 
and  clergy  United  Methodists  in  the 


U.S.,  in  the  Philippines  and  Africa,  and 
in  Asia,  partners  in  mission  to  all  the 
globe. 

Adopting  the  "Living  Into  the  Fu- 
ture" section  would  also  enable  us  to 
continue  our  Christian  conferencing  on 
that  pK)int  which  we  are  yet  not 
clear — on  which  we  are  yet  not  clear- 
How  do  we  live  together,  work  to- 
gether, serve  together  as  United  Meth- 
odists who  by  the  grace  of  God  now 
represent  not  only  the  diversity  of  the 
United  States,  but  also  the  rich  diversity 
of  God's  people  in  the  Philippines  and 
Africa  and  in  Europe.  The  adoption  of 
the  "Living  Into  the  Future"  section  of 
the  CPT  report  would  establish  a  Cove- 
nant Council  whose  life  as  directed  in 
the  repHJrt  would  span  only  for  the  next 
quadrennium  and  that  would  be  ac- 
countable to  the  2004  General  Confer- 
ence, with  the  added  responsibility  of 
reporting  its  progress  annually  to  all  of 
the  annual  conferences  of  the  denomi- 
nation as  well  as  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

The  CPT  earnestly  believes  that  the 
adoption  of  the  "Living  Into  the  Fu- 
ture" section,  with  the  referral  of  the 
balance  of  the  CPT  report  to  a  tempo- 
rary Covenant  Council,  faithfully  and 
with  integrity  responds  to  God's  call  for 
God's  people  called  United  Methodists 
on  this  day. 

Proposal  to  Refer  "Living  Into  the  Future" 

General  and  judicial 

Administration  Committee 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  this  matter  is 
before  you.  Let  me  state  the  motion  for 
our  clarification.  Moved,  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  section  of  the  report  titled 
"Living  Into  the  Future,"  and  the  sec- 
ond part  of  the  motion,  that  first  section 
of  the  report  be  referred  to  the  general 
church  Covenant  Council  proposed  in 
the  "Living  Into  the  Future."  OK,  let's 
start  over  here,  at  microphone  five. 

CHRISTINE  HARMAN  (Kentucky): 
Thank  you.  Bishop.  I  move  that  we  refer 
thesection  of  the  CPT  report  titled  "Liv- 
ing Into  the  Future"  to  Legislative 
Committee  Number  Six,  General  and 
Judicial  Administration,  for  scrutiny, 
perfection,  and  return  to  the  plenary 
through  our  normal  legislative  process. 
This  again  is  the  section  that  begins  on 
page  18  of  the  red  DCA  and  is  also 
printed  on  page  1686  of  the  May  3"^ 
daily  DCA,  where  it  is  noted  as  p>etition 
number  31967. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  if  there's  a— is 
there  a  second?  Would  you  like  to 
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sp>eak  to  your  motion  of  referral,  and 
then — this  is  what's  before  us  now,  just 
a  motion  to  refer.  Yes,  microphone  five. 

HARMAN:  Here.  Since  the  printing 
of  the  section  in  our  daily  DCA  came  af- 
ter this  amendment  for  the  process  that 
we  were  dealing  with,  I  think  that  the 
intention  was  to  get  this  in  petition 
form  to  a  legislative  committee  where 
we  could  work  on  it  in  a  normal  process 
and  then  bring  the  whole  of  that  piece 
back  to  this  body  for  deliberation.  That 
is  what  I  would  like  to  see  happen. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  is  there  a  .  .  . 
Now  we  need  a  statement  against  the 
motion  to  refer.  I  don't  see  anyone  seek- 
ing that.  The  motion  to  refer  to  the  legis- 
lative committee  the  section  is  before 
you.  Vote  when  the  light  comes  ...  I  am 
sorry,  the  maker  of  the  main  motion  al- 
ways has  the  right  to  the  last  speech,  but 
no  speeches  will  be  allowed  from  the 
floor.  Do  you  wish  to  speak  to  the  mo- 
tion to  refer? 

MINERVA  CARCANO:  In  behalf  of 
the  CPT,  and  in  a  spirit  of  Christian 
conferencing  and  in  support  of  our  leg- 
islative process,  we  would  accept  that 
recommendation. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  you  cannot  ac- 
cept it,  it's  in  the  position  of  the  floor . . . 

CARCANO:  We  would  support  it. 

BISHOP  BLAKE: ...  but  that's  a  state- 
ment in  response  to  the  team.  The  mo- 
tion is  to  refer,  vote  1  for  "yes";  2  for 
"no."  Vote  when  the  light  comes  on. 
"Yes,"  566;  "No,"  308.  OK,  you  have  re- 
ferred the  matter.  All  it  takes  is  a  major- 
ity vote  on  referral.  Now,  what  I 
understand  is  that  now  the  matter  is  in 
the  legislative  committee.  I  want  to  be 
sensitive  to  ...  I  know  as  the  chair  of  all 
kinds  of  responses  that  were  consid- 
ered, and  now,  for  those  of  you  who  are 
new  delegates,  we  just  want  to  explain 
that  the  whole  report  will  come  back  to 
you  after  the  legislative  committee 
deals  with  it,  and  that  will  be  submitted 
back  to  the  floor  in  the  normal  process 
of  the  legislative  committee  reports. 

OK,  does  it  have  to  do  with  the  matter 
that  we've  already  .  .  .  Let  me  check, 
here,  there's  persons  seeking  the 
floor — I'll  look  over  here,  first  of  all,  to 
microphone  seven. 

BILL  SCOTT  (Mississippi):  I  under- 
stood the  motion  to  refer  from  page  18 
to  the  end,  not  to  the  beginning  of  that 


report;  so  the  whole  thing  is  not  re- 
ferred, as  I  understood  the  motion. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  would  the 
maker  of  the  motion  go  to  number  five 
and  restate  the  motion  as  you  made  it 
and  have  submitted  it? 

HARMAN:  The  motion  was  as  fol- 
lows: I  move  that  we  refer  the  section  of 
the  CPT  report  titled  "Living  Into  the 
Future"  to  Legislative  Committee 
Number  Six,  for  scrutiny,  perfection, 
and  return  to  the  plenary  through  our 
normal  legislative  process.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  that  is  where  the  actual  action 
is  recommended  to  be  taken.  The  rest  of 
the  document — I  understand,  and  cer- 
tainly can  be  corrected  to  that — is  back- 
ground information  that  leads  up  to 
that  plan  of  action  which  deals  with  the 
creation  of  the  Covenant  Council,  and 
then  the  attendant  responsibilities  as- 
signed to  it  for  the  next  four  years. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  The  chair  accepted 
the  motion  to  refer  in  relationship  to  the 
main  motion  before  the  body.  There 
was  no  request  to  divide  that  issue  in 
the  original  main  motion.  It  was  recom- 
mended that  the  first  section  of  the  re- 
port be  referred  to  the  general  church 
Covenant  Council  proposed  in  "Living 
Into  the  Future"  section.  There  was  no 
action  requested  in  that  part  of  the  re- 
port. So  my  ruling  is  that  the  motion  to 
refer  was  not  divided,  and  the  main 
motion  was  before  us,  and  the  whole 
matter  has  been  referred.  The  whole 
matter  will  come  back  to  the  plenary  by 
the  route  of  the  legislative  committee, 
and  then  the  report  will  be  before  us. 

OK,  we'll  turn  here,  to  microphone 
four.  These  are  procedural  matters. 
State  the  issue,  please,  so  we  can  move 
on.  We're  trying  to  protect  legislative 
committee  time,  if  at  all  possible.  Yes. 
Microphone  two?  OK. 

Bishop's  Ruling 
on  "Living  Into  the  Future"  Appealed 

MAC  BRANTLEY  (North  Georgia):  I 
appeal  the  ruling  of  the  chair  on  this 
matter. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK.  In  appealing 
the  ruling  of  the  chair,  you  sim- 
ply— that  is  an  incidental  motion.  And 
the  matter  is  before  you  in  terms  of 
whether  or  not  you  would  support  the 
chair's  ruling  that  I  have  just  made.  The 
matter  has  been  seconded,  so  that  is 
what  is  before  us.  It  is  debatable;  this 


motion  is  debatable.  Would  someone 
like  to  speak  on  either  side  of  this  issue 
of  appealing  the  decision  of  the  chair? 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK.  Move  to  mike 
7,  please.  This  is  only  on  the  motion  to 
appeal. 

AILEEN  L.  WILLIAMS  (Minnesota): 
Bishop,  I  would  give  a  point  of  clarifica- 
tion. The  "Living  into  the  Future"  mate- 
rial starts  on  p.l8;  and  in  the  motion  to 
refer,  that  is  the  portion  that  was  asked 
to  be  referred.  The  original  motion,  the 
original  recommendation  given  by  Mi- 
nerva Carcafio,  from  CPT,  was  that  the 
section  be  adopted  by  the  body  of  the 
General  Conference  2000,  which  would 
mean  that  we  have  moved  it  into  legis- 
lative committee  to  be  dealt  with,  as  is 
our  process.  The  other  part  of  the  rec- 
ommendation is  for  a  future  body, 
which  would  be  created.  Therefore,  I 
.  think  it's  a  matter  of  clarification  of 
your  decision  that  I  would  appeal  to. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Are  you  speaking  in 
support  or  against  the  motion  to  appeal 
the  decision  of  the  chair? 

AILEEN  WILLIAMS:  I've  tried  to 
give  a  word  of  clarification.  I  don't 
think  that  the  decision  of  the  chair  was 
incorrect  in  our  procedure,  but  in  terms 
of  which  portion  has  been  referred  to 
the  committee. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  I  would  regis- 
ter that  on  the  side  of  opposing  the  mo- 
tion to  question  the  ruling  of  the  chair.  I 
see  of  no  other  person  wanting  to 
speak.  OK,  I'll  see  here  on  p.  5,  please 
state  which  side  of  the  issue  you're 
speaking  on.  This  is  only  on  the  appeal 
of  the  decision  of  the  chair.  Mike  1.  I'm 
sorry;  I  said  5  and  should  have  said  1 . 
No.  1,  please. 

JAMIE  E.  JENKINS  (North  Georgia): 
In  support  of  the  motion  for  appeal,  on 
p.  18,  the  first  sentence  under  "Living 
into  the  Future,"  would  cause  me  to 
conclude  that  the  first  18  pages  was  not 
included  in  the  referral  because  it  says, 
"upon  adoption  of  the  foregoing  docu- 
ment, transformational  directions, . . ." 
etc.,  etc.,  which  began  on  p.  5,  so  there- 
fore it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  previ- 
ous 18  pages  would  not  be  included  in 
the  recommendation  to  refer  pp.  18b, 
following,  the  "Living  into  the  Future" 
section. 

(Continued  in  next  issue) 
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Working  Beyond  the  Plenaries 


On  Saturday,  the  work  of  the  2000  General 
onference  moved  from  the  orderly  tables  of  the 
jditorium  to  a  number  of  other  venues  in  and  around  the 
)nvention  center.  With  1967  pieces  of  legislation  based 
|n  14,000  petitions  in  front  of  them,  delegates  took  a  break 
cm  their  work  by  participating  in  a  number  of  special 
/ents. 

Before  the  noon  hour,  bishops,  delegates  and  visitors 
withered  together  to  unload  45,000  pounds  of  potatoes  as 
.response  to  the  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and 
)verty. 

Delegates  and  visitors  gathered  at  the  food  court  of 
le  convention  center  to  hear  the  music  and  voices  of  the 
lassed  youth  choir,  which  included  youth  from  Texas, 
•jorgia.  South  Carolina  and  Ohio. 


I     The  Reconciling  Congregations  Program  sponsored 

'~  mmunion  service  and   rally  at  a   park  near  the 

ntion  center.  Some  400  persons  gathered  to  hear 

il  speakers  including  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  of  the 

Ui  i-rancisco  area,  who  was  honored  by  the  organization. 


The  long  line  of  people  for  Faxlh  and  Order  Legalaln<e  Committee  required  a  second  room 
to  accommodate  everyone.      — UMNS  Photo  by  Mike  DeBose 


The  warm  weather  and  bright  sun  brought  many 
people  outside  to  enjoy  the  fresh  air  before  they  returned 
to  the  work  of  legislative  committees.  As  they  returned  to 
the  convention  center  they  were  greeted  with  a  flurry  of 
flyers  and  newsletters. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Legislative  Committee  had  a 
predictably  long  line  of  people  waiting  to  observe  its 
work.  After  voting  delegates  were  seated,  the  rest  of  the 
chairs  in  the  room  were  filled  with  visitors,  monitors, 
observers,  and  reporters.  An  additional  room  down  the 
hall  with  a  live  video  feed  allowed  everyone  access  to  the 
proceedings. 

Bob  Hayes,  chair  of  the  committee,  opened  the  first 
session  with  the  reading  of  Acts  2,  the  storv  of  Pentecost, 
in  Swahili,  Portuguese  and  English.  He  stressed  his  belief 
that  "what  we  need  most  is  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit... 
that  we  might  be  of  one  accord."  He  engaged  the 
gathering  as  he  told  them  that  "we  are  very  good  about 
telling  other  people  our  story,  but  we  are  not  always  eager 
to  hear  other  peoples'  stories."  He  then  asked  people  to 
turn  to  someone  they  did  not  know  and  tell  them  "what 

brought  you  here  "  For  10 
minutes  the  room  was  filled  with 
stories  of  personal  faith  and 
struggle. 

The  petitions  sent  to  Faith 
and  Order  were  divided  into  two 
categories:  homosexuality  and 
abortion.  The  category  of 
homosexuality  was  divided  into 
four  sub-categories.  Hayes 
suggested  that  they  discuss  the 
issues  of  each  category  in  a 
general  way  before  moving  to 
specific  legislation.  After  they 
had  discussed  them  and  felt 
ready  to  move  on,  they  would 
then  proceed  to  a  parlimentary 
process  to  deal  with  the  actual 
petitions.  Late  Saturday  evening 
the  committee  abandoned  that 
process  and  went  directly  to  the 
petitions.  Faith  and  Order  was 
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speak  to  your  motion  of  referral,  and 
then — this  is  what's  before  us  now,  just 
a  motion  to  refer.  Yes,  microphone  five. 

HARMAN:  Here.  Since  the  printing 
of  the  section  in  our  daily  DCA  came  af- 
ter this  amendment  for  the  process  that 
we  were  dealing  with,  I  think  that  the 
intention  was  to  get  this  in  petition 
form  to  a  legislative  committee  where 
we  could  work  on  it  in  a  normal  process 
and  then  bring  the  whole  of  that  piece 
back  to  this  body  for  deliberation.  That 
is  what  I  would  like  to  see  happen. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  is  there  a  .  .  . 
Now  we  need  a  statement  against  the 
motion  to  refer.  I  don't  see  anyone  seek- 
ing that.  The  motion  to  refer  to  the  legis- 
lative committee  the  section  is  before 
you.  Vote  when  the  light  comes  ...  I  am 
sorry,  the  maker  of  the  main  motion  al- 
ways has  the  right  to  the  last  speech,  but 
no  speeches  will  be  allowed  from  the 
floor.  Do  you  wish  to  speak  to  the  mo- 
tion to  refer? 

MINERVA  CARCANO:  In  behalf  of 
the  CPT,  and  in  a  spirit  of  Christian 
conferencing  and  in  support  of  our  leg- 
islative process,  we  would  accept  that 
recommendation. 

BISHOP  BLAKE;  OK,  you  cannot  ac- 
cept it,  it's  in  the  position  of  the  floor . . . 

CARCANO;  We  would  support  it. 

BISHOP  BLAKE: ...  but  that's  a  state- 
ment in  response  to  the  team.  The  mo- 
tion is  to  refer,  vote  1  for  "yes";  2  for 
"no."  Vote  when  the  light  comes  on. 
"Yes,"  566;  "No,"  308.  OK,  you  have  re- 
ferred the  matter.  All  it  takes  is  a  major- 
ity vote  on  referral.  Now,  what  I 
understand  is  that  now  the  matter  is  in 
the  legislative  committee.  I  want  to  be 
sensitive  to  ...  1  know  as  the  chair  of  all 
kinds  of  responses  that  were  consid- 
ered, and  now,  for  those  of  you  who  are 
new  delegates,  we  just  want  to  explain 
that  the  whole  report  will  come  back  to 
you  after  the  legislative  committee 
deals  with  it,  and  that  will  be  submitted 
back  to  the  floor  in  the  normal  process 
of  the  legislative  committee  reports. 

OK,  does  it  have  to  do  with  the  matter 
that  we've  already  .  .  .  Let  me  check, 
here,  there's  persons  seeking  the 
floor — I'll  look  over  here,  first  of  all,  to 
microphone  seven. 

BILL  SCOTT  (Mississippi):  I  under- 
stood the  motion  to  refer  from  page  18 
to  the  end,  not  to  the  beginning  of  that 


report;  so  the  whole  thing  is  not  re- 
ferred, as  I  understood  the  motion. 

BISHOP  BLAKE;  OK,  would  the 
maker  of  the  motion  go  to  number  five 
and  restate  the  motion  as  you  made  it 
and  have  submitted  it? 

HARMAN;  The  motion  was  as  fol- 
lows; I  move  that  we  refer  the  section  of 
the  CPT  report  titled  "Living  Into  the 
Future"  to  Legislative  Committee 
Number  Six,  for  scrutiny,  perfection, 
and  return  to  the  plenary  through  our 
normal  legislative  process.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  that  is  where  the  actual  action 
is  recommended  to  be  taken.  The  rest  of 
the  document — I  understand,  and  cer- 
tainly can  be  corrected  to  that — is  back- 
ground information  that  leads  up  to 
that  plan  of  action  which  deals  with  the 
creation  of  the  Covenant  Council,  and 
then  the  attendant  responsibilities  as- 
signed to  it  for  the  next  four  years. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  The  chair  accepted 
the  motion  to  refer  in  relationship  to  the 
main  motion  before  the  body.  There 
was  no  request  to  divide  that  issue  in 
the  original  main  motion.  It  was  recom- 
mended that  the  first  section  of  the  re- 
port be  referred  to  the  general  church 
Covenant  Council  proposed  in  "Living 
Into  the  Future"  section.  There  was  no 
action  requested  in  that  part  of  the  re- 
port. So  my  ruling  is  that  the  motion  to 
refer  was  not  divided,  and  the  main 
motion  was  before  us,  and  the  whole 
matter  has  been  referred.  The  whole 
matter  will  come  back  to  the  plenary  by 
the  route  of  the  legislative  committee, 
and  then  the  report  will  be  before  us. 

OK,  we'll  turn  here,  to  microphone 
four.  These  are  procedural  matters. 
State  the  issue,  please,  so  we  can  move 
on.  We're  trying  to  protect  legislative 
committee  time,  if  at  all  possible.  Yes. 
Microphone  two?  OK. 

Bishop's  Ruling 
on  "Living  Into  the  Future"  Appealed 

MAC  BRANTLEY  (North  Georgia):  I 
appeal  the  ruling  of  the  chair  on  this 
matter. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK.  In  appealing 
the  ruling  of  the  chair,  you  sim- 
ply— that  is  an  incidental  motion.  And 
the  matter  is  before  you  in  terms  of 
whether  or  not  you  would  support  the 
chair's  ruling  that  I  have  just  made.  The 
matter  has  been  seconded,  so  that  is 
what  is  before  us.  It  is  debatable;  this 


motion  is  debatable.  Would  someone 
like  to  speak  on  either  side  of  this  issue 
of  appealing  the  decision  of  the  chair? 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK.  Move  to  mike 
7,  please.  This  is  only  on  the  motion  to 
appeal. 

AILEEN  L.  WILLIAMS  (Minnesota): 
Bishop,  I  would  give  a  point  of  clarifica- 
tion. The  "Living  into  the  Future"  mate- 
rial starts  on  p. 18;  and  in  the  motion  to 
refer,  that  is  the  portion  that  was  asked 
to  be  referred.  The  original  motion,  the 
original  recommendation  given  by  Mi- 
nerva Carcaiio,  from  CPT,  was  that  the 
section  be  adopted  by  the  body  of  the 
General  Conference  2000,  which  would 
mean  that  we  have  moved  it  into  legis- 
lative committee  to  be  dealt  with,  as  is 
our  process.  The  other  part  of  the  rec- 
ommendation is  for  a  future  body, 
which  would  be  created.  Therefore,  I 
think  it's  a  matter  of  clarification  of 
your  decision  that  I  would  appeal  to. 

BISHOP  BLAKE;  Are  you  speaking  in 
support  or  against  the  motion  to  appeal 
the  decision  of  the  chair? 

AILEEN  WILLIAMS:  I've  tried  to 
give  a  word  of  clarification.  I  don't 
think  that  the  decision  of  the  chair  was 
incorrect  in  our  procedure,  but  in  terms 
of  which  portion  has  been  referred  to 
the  committee. 

BISHOP  BLAKE;  OK,  I  would  regis- 
ter that  on  the  side  of  opposing  the  mo-  , 
tion  to  question  the  ruling  of  the  chair.  I  ] 
see  of  no  other  person  wanting  to 
speak.  OK,  I'll  see  here  on  p.  5,  please 
state  which  side  of  the  issue  you're 
speaking  on.  This  is  only  on  the  appeal 
of  the  decision  of  the  chair.  Mike  1.  I'm 
sorry;  I  said  5  and  should  have  said  1 . 
No.  1,  please. 

JAMIE  E.  JENKINS  (North  Georgia): 
In  support  of  the  motion  for  appeal,  on 
p.  18,  the  first  sentence  under  "Living 
into  the  Future,"  would  cause  me  to 
conclude  that  the  first  18  pages  was  not 
included  in  the  referral  because  it  says, 
"upon  adoption  of  the  foregoing  docu- 
ment, transformational  directions, . . ." 
etc.,  etc.,  which  began  on  p.  5,  so  there- 
fore it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  previ- 
ous 18  pages  would  not  be  included  in 
the  recommendation  to  refer  pp.  18b, 
following,  the  "Living  into  the  Future" 
section. 

(Continued  in  next  issue) 
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Working  Beyond  the  Plenaries 


On  Saturday,  the  work  of  the  2000  General 
I  tonference  moved  from  the  orderly  tables  of  the 
iiditorium  to  a  number  of  other  venues  in  and  around  the 
onvention  center.  With  1967  pieces  of  legislation  based 
1 14,000  petitions  in  front  of  them,  delegates  took  a  break 
om  their  work  by  participating  in  a  number  of  special 
I'ents. 

Before  the  noon  hour,  bishops,  delegates  and  visitors 
jithered  together  to  unload  45,000  pounds  of  potatoes  as 
.  response  to  the  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and 

nerty. 

Delegates  and  visitors  gathered  at  the  food  court  of 
c  convention  center  to  hear  the  music  and  voices  of  the 
i^^ed  youth  choir,  which  included  youth  from  Texas, 

rgia.  South  Carolina  and  Ohio. 

The  Reconciling  Congregations  Program  sponsored 

,  Communion  service  and   rally  at  a   park   near  the 

nvention  center.  Some  400  persons  gathered  to  hear 

\eral  speakers  including  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  of  the 

:  n  Francisco  area,  who  was  honored  by  the  organization. 


The  long  line  of  people  for  Failh  and  Order  Legislatii<e  Commillee  required  a  second  room 
to  accommodate  everyone.      — UMNS  Photo  by  Mike  DeBose 


The  warm  weather  and  bright  sun  brought  many 
people  outside  to  enjoy  the  fresh  air  before  they  returned 
to  the  work  of  legislative  committees.  As  they  returned  to 
the  convention  center  they  were  greeted  with  a  flurry  of 
flyers  and  newsletters. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Legislative  Committee  had  a 
predictably  long  line  of  people  waiting  to  observe  its 
work.  After  voting  delegates  were  seated,  the  rest  of  the 
chairs  in  the  room  were  filled  with  visitors,  monitors, 
observers,  and  reporters.  An  additional  room  down  the 
hall  v.'ith  a  live  video  feed  allowed  everyone  access  to  the 
proceedings. 

Bob  Hayes,  chair  of  the  committee,  opened  the  first 
session  with  the  reading  of  Acts  2,  the  story  of  Pentecost, 
in  Swahili,  Portuguese  and  English.  He  stressed  his  belief 
that  "what  we  need  most  is  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. . . 
that  we  might  be  of  one  accord."  He  engaged  the 
gathering  as  he  told  them  that  "we  are  very  good  about 
telling  other  people  our  story,  but  we  are  not  always  eager 
to  hear  other  peoples'  stories."  He  then  asked  people  to 
turn  to  someone  they  did  not  know  and  tell  them  "what 

brought  you  here."  For  10 
minutes  the  room  was  filled  with 
stories  of  personal  faith  and 
struggle. 

The  petitions  sent  to  Faith 
and  Order  were  divided  into  two 
categories:  homosexuality  and 
abortion.  The  category  of 
homosexuality  was  divided  into 
four  sub-categories.  Hayes 
suggested  that  they  discuss  the 
issues  of  each  category  in  a 
general  way  before  moving  to 
specific  legislation.  After  they 
had  discussed  them  and  felt 
ready  to  move  on,  they  would 
then  proceed  to  a  parlimentary 
process  to  deal  with  the  actual 
petitions.  Late  Saturday  evening 
the  committee  abandoned  that 
process  and  went  directly  to  the 
petitions.  Faith  and  Order  was 
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one  of  three  legislative  committees  that  met  on  Sunday  to 
do  their  work. 

A  variety  of  banquets  and  celebrations  held  Saturday 
and  Sunday  gave  people  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  old 
friends  and  meet  new  ones. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday  Aldersgate  Renewal 
Ministries  hosted  two  Praise  Services  at  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Twinsburg  Ohio. 

On  Sunday,  32  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Cleveland  area  had  General  Conference  delegates  or 
bishops  preaching.  Other  services  included  one 
sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  in  the  Little  Theater,  and  a  Reconciling  Church 
Program  service  at  First  UMC  Cleveland. 

Delegates  returned  to  the  convention  center  this 
morning  for  a  week  filled  with  worship,  discussion,  and 
legislative  action  that  will  define  the  churches  work  for 
the  next  four  years. 

—Brad  Motta 


Author  Signings  at  the  Cokesbury  Store 

Monday  -  May  8 

11:00  a.m.  to  noon 

Marilyn  Brown  Oden,  Through  the  East  Window 
Gus  Nelson,  Service  Is  the  Point 

Noon  to  1:00  p.m. 

Patricia  Brown,  Heart  to  Heart  /  From  the  Heart 
Lydia  Istomina,  Bringing  Hidden  Things  to  Light 
Sally  Geis,  The  Befuddled  Stork 
H.  Eddie  Fox,  Let  the  Redeemed  of  the  Lord  Say  So 

4:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Mary  Ebinger,  Do-It-Yourself  Marriage  Enrichment 
Warren  Ebinger,  Do-lt-Yourself  Marriage  Enrichment 
j.  Ellsworth  Kalas,  New  Testament  Stories 
from  the  Back  Side 

Wednesday  -  May  10 

Noon  to  1:00  p.m. 

Rodney  Wilmoth,  How  United  Methodists 

Share  Their  Faith 
Donald  Messer,  The  Befuddled  Stork 
Marie  White  Webb,  The  Power  of  the  Dream 
ST  Kimbrough,  Jr.,  Methodism  in  Russia 
and  the  Baltic  States 

1:30  p.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Robert  Martin  Walker,  Encounters  with  the  Living  God 
]ames  W.  Moore,  Some  Folks  Feel  the  Rain 


^  H 
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Agenda  for  Monday,  May  8 

8:00  a.m. 

Choral  Music 

8:15  a.m. 

Worship  Service 

9:00  a.m. 
*9:10a.m. 

Committee  on  Calendar 
and  Agenda  Report 

Communities  of  Shalom  Report 

9:22  a.m. 

Begin  Judicial  Council  elections 
and  election  of  Conference  Secretary 

9:32  a.m. 

Calendar  Items 

*ll:25a.m. 

General  Council  of  Ministries  Report  3: 

Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young  People 

12:05  p.m. 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
for  the  21"  Century 

Conference  Announcements 

and  Committee  on  Presiding  Officers 

12:15  p.m. 

Lunch  Recess 

2:30  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 

Legislative  Committees 
Dinner  Recess 

7:20  p.m. 
*7:30  p.m. 

Gathering  Music 

National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries 

8:00  p.m. 

Calendar  Items 

*Order  of  the  Day 
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Delegates  Act  on  20  Petitions 


More  than  20  petitions  were  handled  in  Saturday 
inoming's  plenary  session.  Delegates  concurred  with 
most  legislative  committee  recommendations.  Delegates 
did  table  one  item  relating  to  baptism. 

Delegates  defeated  a  proposal  to  increase  the 
lumber  of  clergy  needed  to  form  a  provisional 
ronference.  The  assembly  agreed  that  a  proposal  calling 
'or  the  need  for  at  least  20  clergy  to  compose  a  provisional 
ronference  would  make  life  difficult  for  Central 
Conference  churches  with  few  clergy. 

Delegates  voted  down  a  petition  limiting  an  active 
J.S.  bishop  to  a  single  eight-year  term.  After  the  one  term, 
•ishops  would  have  been  eligible  for  appointment  as  an 
tinerate  minister,  unless  the  bishop  retired.  Presently, 
•ishops  are  elected  for  life  and  must  retire  sometime 
letween  65  and  70  years  of  age. 

Conditions  in  other  parts  of  the  world  also  attracted 
elegate's  attention  Saturday. 

By  a  substantial  margin,  the  conference  called  for  the 
ifting  of  the  10-year-old  United  Nations  economic 
anctions  against  Iraq.  The  Clinton  administration  is 
irged  to  support  such  an  action  "and  assist  in  restoring 
raq  to  its  previous  status  as  a  respected  and  prosperous 
nember  of  the  international  community." 

Violence  in  other  sections  of  the  world  were  reported 
nd  prayers  for  peace  were  offered. 

Delegates  opened  Saturday's  business  agenda  with  a 
raver  in  which  they  remembered  the  tragedy  at 
'olumbine  High  School  in  Littleton,  Colo.,  and 
thousands  of  other  places  in  the  world  where  our 
nildren  are  being  slaughtered." 


The  General  Council  on  Ministries  related  stories  of 
the  many  and  varied  mission  activities  of  the  church  in 
their  report.  Programs  cited  ranged  from  a  church  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  serving  breakfast  between  1  and  3  a.m. 
to  Ohio  State  University  students,  to  the  removal  of  land 
mines  in  Mozambique. 

Delegates  also  heard  an  extensive  report  on  the 
growth  of  ministry  among  Koreans  living  in  the  United 
States.  The  denomination  has  500  Korean-American 
pastors  and  360  Korean-American  congregations. 
Ministry  to  Korean  immigrants  began  in  1903  in  Hawaii. 

A  task  force  is  recommending  a  six-part  program  to 
strengthen  the  ministries.  The  proposal  carries  a  price  tag 
of  about  $3.2  million. 

Native  Americans  among  the  992  delegates  have 
raised  objection  to  the  "Chief  Wahoo"  logo  of  the 
Cleveland  Indians  baseball  team.  The  petition  says  the 
logo  demeans  American  Indians. 

The  Native  Americans  attending  General 
Conference  will  join  with  a  local  group  of  Native 
Americans  in  a  protest  directed  at  the  baseball  club  on 
May  11,  the  team's  next  home  game. 

In  the  morning  worship  service.  Bishop  Charles  W. 
Jordan,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  said  biblical  justice  for  the  poor 
does  not  just  offer  equity  before  the  law  but  demands  new 
opportunity.  The  bishop  said  there  are  35  million  people 
living  in  poverty  in  the  United  States,  and  the  gap 
between  rich  and  poor  is  growing. 

— Robert  Lear 


Men '4  and  Wome^n'^ 
Clergy  Robes  and  Stoles 

A  wide  variety  of  styles,  colors,  fabrics,  sizes  and  prices 

Available  at  Your 

Cokesbury  Christian  Bookstore 

Located  in  Exhibit  Hall  A  (Lower  Level) 

Custom  orders  also  available 
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Principles  of  CPT  Affirmed,  GCOM  Retained 


The  report  that  provoked  church-wide  discussion  in 
the  months  prior  to  General  Conference  was  received 
"wath  appreciation,"  and  most  of  its  principles  affirmed, 
but  its  suggestion  to  create  a  Covenant  Council  in  place  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  was  rejected  Saturday 
night  by  the  legislative  committee  on  General /Judicial 
Administration.  By  a  vote  of  71-2-1,  the  committee 
amended  the  original  CPT  report  by  deleting  the  entire 
text  and  replacing  it  with  a  new  charge  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  for  the  new  quadrennium. 

The  committee  expressed  their  appreciation  for  the 
five  'transformational  directions'  contained  in  the  CPT 
report: 

•  Centering  on  Christian  formation 

•  Calling  forth  covenant  leadership 

•  Empowering  the  connection  for  leadership 

•  Strengthening  our  global  connection  and 
ecumenical  relationships 

•  Encouraging  doctrinal  and  theological  discourse 

Stating  that  they  are  more  committed  to  renewal  of 
the  spirit  in  which  the  church  does  its  ministry  than  they 
are  to  the  structure  of  the  church,  the  committee  charged 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries: 

•  To  work  with  the  church  in  discerning  God's  will 
for  its  work  and  living  as  biblical  people  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  through  a  style  of  leadership 
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that  is  collegial,  cooperative,  inclusive  and  actively 
practices  hospitality" 

•  To  be  a  model  for  the  church  for  how  to  articulate  a 
clear  and  compelling  ministry  vision  that  "focvises 
the  work  of  all  the  parts" 

•  To  determine  the  most  effective  design  for  the 
work  of  the  general  agencies  (avoiding 
duplication,  enhanced  resourcing  for  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches),  and  to  provide 
implementing  legislation  for  the  2004  conference 

•  To  help  annual  conferences  and  local  churches  live 
out  the  transformational  directions  both  locally 
and  connectionally 

•  To  rebuild  trust  between  general  agencies  an^ 
their  constituents 
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•  To  continue  the  dialogue  about  the  global  nature 
of  the  UMC 

"I  can't  complement  the  committee  enough,"  said 
chairwoman  Christine  Harman  of  the  Kentucky 
Conference.  "It  was  an  astonishing  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit." 

If  it  is  determined   that   there   are  not  financial 
imphcations  to  the  proposal,  the  recommendation  will  go 
on  the  "Consent  Calendar"  and  will  be  approved  along)' 
with  other  uncontested  items. 

— John  Thornburg 


Visit  Your 
COKESBURY  CHRISTIAN  BOOKSTORE 

Located  in  Exhibit  Hall  A  (Lower  Level) 

for 

General  Conference  2000 
Souvenirs 

Priced  from  $1  to  $40 
Something  for  Everyone 

Limited  Quantities 
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Silenced  Witnesses" 


The  "Silenced  Witnesses"  project  was  bom  in  the 
heart  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jeanne  Knepper,  director  of  Shalom 
Ministries  of  the  Oregon-Idaho  Conference.  The  idea  was 
ronceived  in  the  pain- 
ful loss  of  two  friends, 
two  United  Methodist 
women,  who  were 
pnurdered  by  two  men 
who  justified  their 
ute  and  action  for  re- 
igious  reasons. 

The  display  is 
romposed  of  25  blue 
ife-sized  silhouettes 
)f  gay,  lesbian,  bisex- 
lal,  and  trans- 
;endered  individuals 
vho  were  murdered 
»r  who  committed 
uicide.  Each  of  the 
(ersons  is  named 
long  with  the  date  of 
leath,  the  method  of 
[orture  and /or  the 
ause  of  death.  Each 
witness  contains  a  statement  pertaining  to  bigotry  or  a  re- 
gious  quote  by  the  perpetrator  attempting  to  justify  the 
illing. 


Jeanne  Knepper  holds  silhouelles  representing  people  who  have  been  killed  by  acts  of 


violence  because  of  their  sexual  orientation 


One  participant  who  held  a  silhouette  the  first  day, 
Friday,  May  5th,  said  that  persons  who  saw  the  display 
were  visibly  moved.  The  "Silenced  Witnesses,"  appear- 
ing at  the  south  en- 
trance to  mall  B  of 
the  convention  cen- 
ter, are  accompa- 
nied by  United 
Methodists  from 
across  the  denomi- 
nation, gay  and 
straight,  clergy  and 
laity,  who  believe 
that  the  only  One 
who  has  the  author- 
ity to  exclude  any- 
one, has  already 
included  everyone. 

The  Shower  of 
Stoles,  in  the  AMAR 
room  of  the  Shera- 
ton    Hotel,     shares 
space  with  the  "Si- 
lenced    Witnesses" 
when  they  are  not 
visible  in  the  convention  center  mall.  They  will  be  dis- 
played prior  to  morning  worship  and  afternoon  plenaries 
May  8-12. 

— Velma  McConnell  and  Patty  Meyers 
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Sierra  Leone  Peace  Process  in  Peril 


Bishop  Joseph  Christian  Humper  of  Sierra  Leone  told 
eneral  Conference  delegates  on  Saturday  that  "one  man  is 
)Iding  our  whole  nation  hostage." 

Responding  to  news  reports  of  rel)el  leader  forces  in  Sierra 
»ne,  led  by  Foday  Sankoh,  who  captured  and  tortured  United 
Uions  peacekeeping  personnel.  Bishop  Humper  appealed  to 
Conference  for  prayers  and  support. 

Sankoh's  Revolutionary  United  Front  had  signed  a  peace 
cord  with  the  Sierra  Leone  government  last  July  after  the 
els  had  terrorized  the  country  with  a  campaign  of  chopping 
hands,  feet  and  arms. 

The  7,200-member  U.N.  peacekeeping  force,  deployed  in 
mber.  1999  to  secure  a  truce  after  nme  years  of  a  brutal  civil 
,  is  in  jeopardy.  A  208-man  Zambian  battalion  was  seized 
r  Makeni  on  Friday.  Their  weafxins  were  taken  and  they 
jere  stripped  of  their  clothes.  Bishop  Humper,  reminding 


members  of  the  General  Conference  that  "the  peace  process  is  in 
peril,"  did  not  know  the  fate  of  the  forces  captured  by  the  rebels. 

The  majority  of  the  U.N.  military  forces  are  from  Africa. 

Earlier  in  the  week  the  rebels  confiscated  the  weapons  of 
some  100  Nigerian  peacekeepers  who  were  later  released. 

There  are  9.'^,400  United  Methodists  in  Sierra  Leone, 
served  by  251  pastors  in  288  organized  churches. 

—Bill  Quick 


Replacement 

Cyprien  Ntungwanayo  of  the  Africa  Central 
Conference,  named  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  has  been  replaced  by 
John  Gihara  of  the  Africa  Central  Conference. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


•  "The  Witness,"  a  video  of  testimonies  from  the 
consultation  "In  Disagreement,  Charity:  A 
Conversation  on  Homosexuality"  sponsored  by 
the  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligous  Concerns,  is  available  at 
General  Conference  for  $10  by  calling  Betty 
Gamble  at  216-241-5100.  The  video  may  also  be 
ordered  from  for  $15  (includes  shipping  and 
handling). 

•  Join  moderator  Bishop  Felton  May  for  a  brown 
bag  lunch  briefing.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Africa,  Part  II,  from  1:00-2:15  p.m. 
today  in  room  230-B.  Topics  include  a  panel 
discussion  on  conflict  resolution  and  an  update 
on  the  flood  situation  in  Mozambique. 

•  The  Interjurisdictional  Committee  on 
Episcopacy  elected  the  following  officers:  James 
W.  Standiford,  chair.  Desert  Southwest;  Jonathan 
Baker,  vice-chair,  Peninsula-Delaware;  Anita  H. 
Crump,  secretary,  Louisiana. 

•  All  Western  North  CaroUna  delegates,  pages, 
marshals  and  friends  are  invited  to  lunch  with 
Bishop  Charlene  Kammerer  Wednesday  in  the 
Savoy  Room  at  the  Sheraton  City  Centre  hotel. 
Contact  Joetta  Rinehart  for  reservations. 

•  The  Philadelphia  Area  delegation's  dinner 
meeting  with  Bishop  Pete  D.  Weaver  will  be 
held  at  5:30  p.m.  Thursday  in  the  Sheraton  City 
Centre  hotel.  Contact  Robert  Daugherty  today 
for  reservations  for  the  $25  meal. 

•  The  Section  of  Deacons  and  Diaconal  Ministers 
invites  deacons,  diaconal  ministers  and  friends 
to  join  them  for  lunch  today  at  Cleveland's  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  A  trolley  will  leave 
no  later  than  five  minutes  after  the  morning 
session  closes  from  the  Lakeside  Street  ramp. 

•  The  New  England  delegation  dinner  will  be 
held  at  5:45  p.m.  today  in  Fern's  Steakhouse  at 
the  comer  of  Prospect  and  Fourth.  Reservations 
must  be  made  today  by  10  a.m.  by  contacting 
Bob  Sweet  (C-12-14).  AH  persons  currently  or 


formerly     related     to     the     New     England 
Conference  are  welcome. 

•  The  Holston  Area  delegation's  dinner  with 
Bishop  Ray  and  Martha  Chamberlain  will  be 
held  at  5:45  p.m.  Tuesday  at  the  Spaghetti 
Warehouse,  1231  Main  Ave.  Delegates  and 
friends  of  the  Holston  Area  are  invited.  For 
reservations  contact  Alan  Groseclose  or  Jean 
Henderson  at  771-7600. 

•  Free  demographic  samples  for  churches  and 
communities  are  available  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  research  office.  To 
find  out  more,  go  to  the  display  located  to  the 
left  of  the  audio/ video  sales  booth  near  the  food 
court. 

•  The  "Transforming  Lives,  Transforming 
Africa"  videotape  on  Africa  University  is  now 
available  in  the  Cokesbury  Bookstore  for  $10. 

•  The  Mississippi  Conference  delegation's 
"dutch"  dinner  will  be  held  from  5:30-7:30  p.m. 
Wednesday  in  the  first  floor  banquet  room  of 
the  Holiday  Inn  Select  City  Centre  Lakeshore, 
1111  Lakeshore  Ave.  The  cost,  including  tax  and 
gratuities,  is  $22.66.  Delegates,  family,  guests 
and  friends  may  make  reservations  by  calling 
Gay  Huff  at  241-5100  by  noon  today. 

•  Join  the  Kansas  East  and  West  delegates  in  a 
reception  for  Bishop  Fritz  and  Etta  Mae  Mutti 
Tuesday  from  5:00-7:00  p.m.  at  the  Holiday 
Inn-Independence.  Bus  transportation  will 
leave  from  the  Convention  Center  at  4:30  p.m. 
and  return  in  time  for  the  evening  session. 

•  Clergywomen  delegates  and  women  bishops 
are  asked  to  meet  Liz  Lopez  immediately 
following  this  morning's  session  for  a  group 
picture  in  Exhibit  Hall  A  in  front  of  the  stairs 
which  face  the  sign  reading,  "The  Advance." 

•  The  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  luncheon 
will  be  held  Tuesday  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of 
the  Marriott  Hotel  at  Key  Center.  See  Frederick 
G.  Outlaw  or  Gary  Henderson  for  tickets. 


Announcements  submitted  to  the  DCA  will  only  run  once. 

All  announcements  are  due  by  3  p.m.  the  day  before  publication. 

Contact  Kurt  Gwartney  in  the  DCA  offices 

at  348-2564  for  more  information. 
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Marshals,  Pages,  Recorders 


You've  heard  of  NPR  (National  Public  Radio)? 
General  Conference  has  MPR,  its  own  unique  group  of 
public  servants.  They  are  marshals,  pages,  and  recorders 
-  volunteers  all,  who  facilitate  the  conference's  work. 

Marshals 

Midway  through  Thursday  evening's  Act  of 
Repentance  for  Reconciliation,  marshal  Ralph  Miesse 
looks  into  the  Convention  Center  from  his  back  door 
post.  With  all  eyes  on  the  platform,  few  pass  his  door.  "I 
did  this  for  the  first  time  in  1992,"  Miesse,  a  resident  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  said.  "I  had  to  wait  until  I  retired. 
Missed  the  last  [General  Conference]  because  of  heart 
Touble,  but  here  1  am  again."  His  wife,  Helen,  is  also  a 
Tiarshal.  Miesse  memorized  all  the  possible 
rombinations  of  badge  colors  and  styles.  Each  identifies 
vhich  doors  its  wearer  can  enter.  "My  job  as  marshal  is  to 
lelp  people  who  belong  inside  to  find  their  way  and  to 
lelp  people  who  don't  belong  inside  to  find  their  way 
)ut."  Miesse's  badge  has  a  solid  blue  line  at  the  bottom; 
jages  wear  a  badge  with  diagonal  blue  stripes.  The  one 
hat  opens  the  most  doors?  It's  in  a  red,  not  black,  nylon 
x)cket. 

Pages 

The  Rev.  Kelvin  Sauls  is  counting  heads.  Paired  with 
inother  page,  he's  responsible  for  tracking  the  number  of 
>eople  seated  in  his  half  of  a  legislative  committee,  so  that 
yhen  it's  time  to  vote  he  won't  have  to  count  a  large 
{number  of  "ayes"  or  "nays."  He'll  count  the  smaller 
lumber  and  subtract  it  from  all  voting  delegates  inside 
he  bar.  "It's  an  opportunity  to  serve,"  he  said,"  and  to 
hake  the  time  here  comfortable  for  delegates  as  they 
liscern  the  denomination's  future."  Each  page  belongs  to 
fither  the  Albright  Team  or  the  Bethune  Team,  named  for 

fioneering  Methodist  leaders.  Pages  work  two  out  of 
>ree  shifts  each  day,  with  one  shift  "not  off,"  he  says, 
but  to  recuperate."  Everyone  works  during  plenary 
essions,  running  errands,  carrying  messages,  whatever 
needed. 


Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is  . . .  Brad  Motta????? 

It  is  a  distant  place  that  is  most  easily  accessed 
through  one  of  Ladie's  room  doors.  It  has  an 
"umbilical  cord"  that  connects  it  to  the  auditorium. 
It  is  a  place  that  could  silence  the  delegates  and 
bishops  with  the  slip  of  the  hand.  It  is  the  only 
vehicle  that  is  parked  in  a  tow-away  zone,  and 
hasn't  been  towed. 

See  photo  on  page  1953  for  the  location. 


Recorders 

In  the  comer  of  the  committee  room,  recorders 
Sandy  Scaggs  and  Christine  Fryer  type  at  a  computer  as 
the  votes  are  taken.  It's  Scaggs'  third  General  Conference 
as  a  recorder,  here  from  Macon,  Georgia,  where  she 
works  as  Bishop  Richard  Looney's  secretary.  As  each 
vote  is  taken,  she  records  results  and  types  changes  into 
the  text  of  the  petition.  At  the  committee  session's  end, 
she'll  print  a  copy  of  each  action  that  the  committee's 
three  officers  will  sign,  making  the  action  official  so  the 
recorder  can  release  the  updated  text  to  the  Petition  Entry 
and  Tracking  System  and  the  central  computer,  where  it 
will  be  stored  until  it  is  printed  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  for  action  by  a  plenary  session  of  General 
Conference.  It's  Christine  Fryer's  first  experience  as  a 
recorder.  Brought  up  an  American  Baptist,  she  already 
knows  a  lot  about  United  Methodism  from  her  work  as 
Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim's  secretary  in  the  Western  New 
York  Area. 

Pages,  marshals,  and  recorders  serve  at  their  own 
expense.  One  offering  taken  during  the  conference  is 
divided  among  them  to  defray  expenses.  Their  desire  to 
serve,  to  make  people  welcome  and  help  them  in  their 
work  is  what  brings  them  to  the  General  Conference. 

—  Tom  Slack 


Top  Ten  Hymn  Titles  that  Catch 
the  General  Conference  Experience 

10.  We  Utter  Our  Cry 

Na439 

9.  Let  There  Be  Light 

Na440 

8.  We'll  Understand  It 
Better  By  and  By 

No.  525 

7.  Rise,  Shine,  You  People 

Nal87 

6.  How  Can  We  Sinners  Know 

Na372 

5.  I  Stand  Amazed  in  the  Presence 

No.  371 

4.  I  Surrender  All 

Na354 

3.  Come,  Ye  Disconsolate, 
where'er  ye  languish 

NaSlO 

2.  Silence,  Frenzied,  Unclean  Spirit 

No.  264 

1.  The  Friendly  Beasts 

No.  227 

GCFA 

APPORTIONMENT  FUNDS 

April  30,  2000 


Change  in 
Financial  Position 


Annual  Conference 


406,47481 

'278.61044 

265.14958 

167,149  44 

141,484  95 

129,861.73 

113,556  02 

57.87930 

57,417.59 

56,776.77 

52.40876 

48.577  65 

42.09321 

38.475.91 

36.27982 

34.546  96 

31.900.00 

31.141.07 

28.631  36 

26.454  30 

25.647  97 

25.494  44 

20.326.14 

19,637  38 

16,99202 

16,84366 

16.70393 

15.97560 

14.668.09 

13.13473 

13.035.70 

12.259  09 

11,002  68 

10.519.20 

7.12245 

6.67341 

6.436  19 

5.28263 

5,17863 

3,92347 

3,80693 

1,625  56 

1.47225 

1.39356 

1.19891 

54993 

28683 

(916.33) 

(1.279.11) 

(2,66231) 

(3,35200) 

(3,86869) 

(4,800  00) 

(15,96876) 

(16,779  00) 

(19,22822) 

(20,217.90) 

(25,98635) 

(29,54265) 

(44,43424) 

(50,088.79) 

(51.16993) 

(69.021  23) 

(78,574  65) 

(109,240  00) 

(172,871  07) 

(525.477  83) 

1.076.581.99 


Western  North  Carolina 

Wisconsin 

Holston 

Central  Pennsylvania 

West  Ohio 

Northern  Illinois 

Kansas  East 

Minnesota 

South  Carolina 

Central  Texas 

Missouri  West 

Eastern  Pennsylvania 

Southwest  Texas 

Mississippi 

Rocky  Mountain 

South  Georgia 

Lousiana 

North  Central  New  York 

Tennessee 

California-Pacific 

North  Texas 

Detroit 

Virginia 

Florida 

Oregon-Idaho 

Kansas  West 

Kentucky 

New  England 

Nebraska 

North  Georgia 

North  Arkansas 

North  Indiana 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

West  Virginia 

Texas 

Troy 

Little  Rock 

Memphis 

Rio  Grande 

Dakotas 

Northern  New  Jersey 

Red  Bird  Missionary 

Pacific  Northwest 

Oklahoma 

Western  New  York 

Puerto  Rico 

Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 

Missouri  East 

Desert  Southwest 

Alaska  Missionary 

Southern  New  Jersey 

Peninsula  Delaware 

Illinois  Great  Rivers 

Wyoming 

Yellowstone 

Iowa 

South  Indiana 

Baltimore-Washington 

North  Alabama 

Northwest  Texas 

Alabama-West  Florida 

East  Ohio 

California-Nevada 

Western  Pennsylvania 

West  Michigan 

North  Carolina 

TOTAL 


April  2000 

April  1999 

Apportionment 

Paid 

%  Paid 

Apportionment 
4.203.800 

Paid 

736.083 

%  Paid 

4.366.872 

1.142.558 

26  16 

17.51 

1.635.153 

545.051 

33.33 

1,598.665 

266.440 

1667 

2.490.853 

265,150 

10.64 

2,445,339 

0 

000 

2.341.367 

661.727 

2826 

2,268,851 

494.577 

21  80 

4.311.274 

651.245 

15.11 

4,246,930 

509,760 

12.00 

1.946.987 

324.498 

16.67 

1,948,216 

194,636 

999 

1.030.780 

207.540 

20.13 

1,012,754 

93,984 

928 

1.626.569 

433.731 

26.67 

1,607,233 

375,851 

2338 

3.226.089 

476.461 

1477 

3,172,237 

419,043 

1321 

1.780.400 

72.101 

405 

1,721,409 

15,324 

089 

1.507.282 

257.111 

1706 

1,480.382 

204,702 

13  83 

2.220.752 

433.020 

1950 

2,199,163 

384.443 

17.48 

1.821.646 

275.112 

15  10 

1,769,710 

233.019 

13.17 

2.462,284 

319.523 

1298 

2,410,447 

281.047 

1166 

1,149,665 

214.561 

18  66 

1,099,021 

178.282 

16,22 

2,175.196 

421.672 

1939 

2,134,792 

387.125 

18.13 

1.729.933 

408.100 

23.59 

1,689,201 

376.200 

22.27 

1.030.460 

103.405 

10.03 

1,016,101 

72.264 

7.11 

1.590.867 

269,593 

1695 

1,537.976 

240.962 

1567 

2.517.240 

395,747 

1572 

2.511.874 

369.293 

14.70 

2.098.418 

341,622 

1628 

2.012.270 

315.974 

15.70 

1.989.244 

353,925 

17  79 

1.949,911 

328.431 

16.84 

4.748.374 

972,564 

2048 

4,643,603 

952,238 

20.51 

4.796.202 

853,513 

17.80 

4,657,157 

833,876 

17.91 

739,557 

128,542 

17.38 

732,824 

111,550 

15.22 

1,356,968 

248.668 

1833 

1,340,734 

231,825 

17  29 

2.057.208 

418.587 

20.35 

2,012,315 

401,883 

19.97 

1,645,785 

278.256 

16.91 

1,663,222 

262,280 

15.77 

1,367,268 

200.946 

1470 

1,353,421 

186,278 

1376 

4,389.295 

809.589 

18.44 

4.196,786 

796,454 

1898 

1,107.571 

77.984 

704 

1,086,325 

64,948 

598 

2,296,676 

434.878 

1894 

2,236,350 

422,619 

18.90 

752.485 

82.004 

1090 

750,763 

71,001 

946 

2,150.934 

172.405 

802 

2,146,161 

161,886 

754 

1.706.190 

246.267 

1443 

1,673,145 

239,144 

1429 

3.962,968 

516.442 

1303 

3,837,915 

509,769 

1328 

705.375 

105.732 

1499 

711,679 

99,296 

1395 

976.537 

84.355 

864 

960,522 

79,072 

823 

1,482,291 

267.200 

1803 

1,445,353 

262,022 

18.13 

111,218 

24.171 

21.73 

106,915 

20,248 

18.94 

671.068 

126.249 

18.81 

666,619 

122,442 

18.37 

1.063.501 

162.140 

1525 

1,043,292 

160,515 

1539 

5.889 

1.472 

25.00 

5,889 

0 

0.00 

1.103.101 

178.139 

1615 

1.090.111 

176,745 

16.21 

2,807.964 

508.811 

18.12 

2.746.371 

507,612 

1848 

881.134 

137,540 

15.61 

873.223 

136,990 

15  69 

25,286 

8,800 

34  80 

25.248 

8.513 

3372 

7.942 

2.382 

30.00 

7.953 

3,299 

41.48 

1,196,090 

119.856 

10.02 

1,175.475 

121,135 

10.31 

921,862 

230,465 

25.00 

894.548 

233.128 

26  06 

50,433 

5.042 

10.00 

50.355 

8.394 

16.67 

1.296,900 

267.298 

20.61 

1.294.374 

271.166 

20  95 

1,138,458 

204.200 

17.94 

1,111.584 

209.000 

1880 

2.842,770 

536.466 

18.87 

2,837,163 

552.435 

1947 

716,674 

89.776 

12.53 

711,678 

106,555 

1497 

287.513 

0 

0  00 

293,595 

19,228 

655 

2.336.152 

439.678 

1882 

2,400,687 

459,896 

1916 

2.257.493 

470,252 

20.83 

2,212,954 

496,239 

22.42 

3.025.436 

608,279 

20.11 

2,987,010 

637.821 

21  35 

2,473.922 

378.866 

15,31 

2,416,763 

423.300 

1752 

1.136,052 

54,192 

4,77 

1,122,963 

104.281 

929 

2.201,242 

257,037 

1168 

2,135,022 

308.207 

1444 

2,714,613 

449,160 

1655 

2,685,863 

518.181 

19  29 

1,758,634 

114,004 

648 

1,747,032 

192.578 

11  02 

2,445,342 

98,000 

401 

2,425,547 

207.240 

854 

1,509,745 

359,921 

23  84 

1,464,341 

532,793 

3638 

2,912,308 

0 

000 

2,803,624 

525,478 

1874 

123.189.757 


20.303.583 


1648 


120.820.756 


19.227.001 


1591 


Total  Amount  in  Financial  Commitment  Report  for  apportioned  funds  paid  for  April  2000  $20,617,551  and  April  1999  $19,435,009  The  Financial  Commitment  Report 
additional  funds  received  from  conferences  for  prior  years,  and  it  also  has  funds  received  from  sources  other  than  conferences. 


Apr-00 


GCFA  Apportioned  Funds  Report 
Remittances  from  Prior  Years 
Miscellaneous  Remittances 


20.303,583 

313.968 

0 


Apr-99 


19,227,001 

205,273 

2,735 
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May  8,  2000 


Study  Group  Recommends  Funding 
Korean- American  Ministries 

(UMNS)  -  General  Conference  delegates  heard  a 
request  Friday  for  $3.2  million  to  support  the  ministries  of 
Korean-American  congregations  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  request  came  from  the  Task  Force  on  Korean 
American  Ministries,  which  has  spent  four  years  studying 
the  needs  of  that  part  of  the  church. 

By  the  centennial  of  Korean  immigration  to  U.S. 
territory  in  2003,  the  United  States  will  have  more  than  1.4 
million  Korean  Americans,  said  Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim, 
task  force  chairman.  Kim,  the  denomination's  only 
Korean-American  bishop,  heads  the  church's  New  York 
West  Area. 

In  1903,  the  first  Korean-American  ministry  of  what 
is  now  the  United  Methodist  Church  began  when  a  pastor 
and  congregation  arrived  in  Hawaii.  By  1978,  only  six 
such  congregations  existed  in  the  United  States,  Kim  said. 
Today,  that  number  has  grown  to  more  than  400 
congregations  and  more  than  500  Korean- American 
pastors,  he  said. 

The  task  force's  goal  is  to  make  the  most  of  this 
opportunity.  The  task  force  has  recommended  a  six-part 
program  that  would  carry  an  estimated  price  tag  of  $3.2 
million,  said  Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  a  task  force 
member.  Its  goals  are  to: 

•  Provide  a  leadership  program  for  clergy  and  lay 
members  in  bilingual  and  cross-cultural  ministry; 

•  Offer  a  leadership  program  for  Korean-American 
clergywomen; 

•  Establish  20  new  next-generation  congregations 
and  15  campus  ministries; 

•  Strengthen  existing  congregations  and  establish  30 
new  congregations; 

•  Recruit  40  next-generation  people  for  the  ordained 
ministry;  and 

•  Create  culturally  relevant  resource  materials. 

Duecker  stressed  the  importance  of  stemming  the 
silent  exodus  of  the  next-generation  members,  who  are 
rarely  able  to  speak  Korean. 

Delegates  also  heard  a  report  on  the  development  of 
a  Korean-English  hymnal.  They  are  being  asked  to 
approve  the  proposed  hymnal  as  an  official  resource  of 
the  church,  and  will  have  the  opportunity  to  vote  later  in 
the  conference. 

The  hymnal  project  began  in  1998,  and  publication  is 
expected  in  November  2001 . 


Petition  Corrections 

In  response  to  the  plenary  motion  on  May  5, 
the  following  two  petitions  were  created. 

31994-GJ-NonDis-O 

Connectional  Process  Team  Report  (pp.  1-5) 

31995-GJ-NonDis-O 

Connectional  Process  Team  Report  (pp.  5-21) 

Petition  Number  and  Title  Change 

Pet.#:  30955-FA-806.12-D 
Title:  Delete  806.12 

Petition  Source  Clarification 

Pet.#:  31988-FO-NonDis-O 

Source:    Administrative    Council,    Pleasant 

View  UMC,  Kellogg,  lA 

Pet.#:31974-CC-2201.1-D 

Source:  Rwanda  District  Conference 

Petitions  Referred  by  Committee  on  Reference 


Pet.#  - 

30059 

30060 

30106 

30107 

30421 

30458 

30483 

31085 

31556 

31693 

31723 

31729 

31745 

31784 

31786 

31977 


From  -  To 

-  GJ  -  FA 

-  GJ  -  FA 

-  CS  -  IC 

-  DI  -  FO 

-  FA  -  DI 

-  FA  -  DI 

-  FA  -  DI 

-  DI  -  CO 

-  DI  -  CO 

-  FA  -  GJ 

-  DI  -  CS 

-  FA  -  DI 

-  CS  -  FO 

-  FO  -  DI 

-  CO  -  CC 

-  HE  -  LC 


Petition  Voided  by  Committee  on  Reference 

31675 
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Prayer  Concerns 


You  are  invited  to  bring  prayer  requests  to  any 
Cokesbury  checkout  counter  or  bring  to  Brad  Motta  in  the 
DCA  office.  The  requests  will  be  printed  in  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate.  Please  pray  for  the  following: 

•  Vanessa  and  Jeff  Edwards 

•  Bert  Talbott.  Alternate  delegate.  South  Indiana,  is 
unable  to  attend  because  of  back  surgery. 

•  Helen,  an  Africa  University  choir  member,  and  her 
cousin,  who  was  injured  in  an  auto  accident.  The 
cousin  is  the  primary  care  giver  for  Helen's  three 
children  while  the  choir  is  on  tour. 

•  Mary  Beth  Anderson,  elected  delegate  from 
Illinois  Great  Rivers  Conference  who  had  to 
remain  home  for  chemotherapy. 

•  Marty  and  Kristi,  Marriage. 

•  Joanne  Kirkland,  Oklahoma  reserve  delegate 
injured  in  a  serious  car  accident  just  before  she  was 
to  leave  for  General  Conference. 

•  The  people  of  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico. 


•  The  family  and  friends  of  Preston  Price's 
father,  who  died  May  4. 

•  Jim  Pitka,  spouse  of  Iowa  conference  pastor, 
Marjolein  Pitka,  who  is  near  death  in  Iowa 
City. 

•  Betty  Reilly,  a  conference  page,  who  is  now 
hospitalized. 

•  Amelia  Mostyn,  undergoing  heart  surgery. 

•  Rev.  Wally  Riches,  pastor  in  the 
California-Nevada  Conference,  undergoing 
treatment  for  leukemia. 

•  John  Shettle,  an  elected  delegate  from  North 
Indiana  who  could  not  come  because  of 
cancer  treatment. 

•  Anita  Fenstermacher,  an  alternate  delegate 
from  North  Indiana  who  could  not  come 
because  of  cancer  treatment. 

•  For  the  inclusion  of  all  God's  children. 


Faith  &  Values  Nedia 
the  Best  in  TV  P 
for  the  Spirit  Oflsi^oy 

Great  Preachers 


hilh  &  Values  Media,  a  service  of  the 
National  Merfaith  Cable  Coalition,  Inc.  (MCC), 
has  lots  of^reat  programs  for  United  Methodists. 


Have  you  seen  this  onel... 


America's  most  inspirational  and  effective  preachers,  with  sermons  and  candid  interviews,  including  the 
Reverend  Dr.  William  Willimon  (Dean  of  the  Chapel  at  Duke  University  and  author  of  37  books)  and  the 
Reverend  Zan  Wesley  Holmes,  Jr  (Senior  Pastor,  St.  Luke  "Community"  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas  and  Professor  of  Homiletics  at  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern  Methodist  University). 

Co-produced  with  Odyssey  Productions.  Sundays  at  3:30  B.m.  and  7:00  a.m.;  Thursdays  at  10:00  a.m.  ET/PT 

Watch  this  and  other  programs  for  you  and  your  family  on  Odyssey  Network,  Television  for  Today's  hmily. 


ODYSSEY^ 

TELEVISION  fOR  TODAY'S  FAMILV 

www.odysseychanncl.com 
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"The  Time  To  Extend  the  Table  Is  Now! 


II 


Under  a  hot,  high  noon  sun,  a  crowd  of  more  than 
400  chanted  the  litany,  "The  time  to  extend  the  table  is 
now!"  At  a  noon  rally  Saturday,  May  6'*^  in  the  shadow  of 
the  Cleveland  Browns'  Stadium,  speakers  joined  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Gayle  Felton  in  telling  the  gathering  to  be 
prophets  for  those  who  have  not  yet  caught  the  vision  of 
inclusivity.  Felton  expressed  her  joy  in  the  gathering  that 
included  several  bishops. 

Randy  Miller,  African  American,  who  spoke  to  the 
1996  General  Conference  as  an  operJy  gay  man,  quoted 
Denzel  Washington's  line  in  the  movie  'The  Hurricane, 
"Love  has  busted  me  out  and  I'm  not  going  back!"  He 
added,  "We  are  working  on  no  less  than  a  revolution  of 
love  that  will  overthrow  homophobia,  racism,  and 
colonialism  that  plagues  our  church." 

Paul  Beeman,  national  president  of  PFLAG  (Parents 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays),  invited  clergy  persons 
present  who  either  have  or  are  willing  to  officiate  at 
services  of  holy  union  to  raise  their  hands.  As  many  hands 
went  up,  Beeman  said,  'There  may  be  people  across  the 
street  who  can  outvote  us,  but  they  cannot  out-love  us, 
and  we  will  win." 

Representing  members  of  AMAR,  a  coalition  of  four 
United  Methodist  related  organizations.  Rev.  Gregory 
Dell  presented  an  award  to  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  of  the 
San  Francisco  area  for  his  prophetic  and  faithful  work. 


Bishop  Talbert  noted  that  he  really  did  not  want  to  be 
there  but  "the  commitment  I  made  to  my  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ  compels  me  to  be  here... I  hope  that  I  never 
forget  what  it  feels  like  to  be  excluded."  The  bishop 
reiterated  his  commitment  to  keep  working  for  justice  for 
all:  "I've  gone  to  other  countries  on  behalf  of  the  church  to 
tell  them,  'You  are  wrong.'  If  I  can  say  it  to  the 
governments  of  the  world,  I  ought  to  be  able  to  say  it  to 
my  own  church,  'You  are  wrong.'  He  added,  "And  while  I 
have  to  uphold  the  disciphne  of  the  church,  I  don't  have  to 
like  it." 

While  rally  attenders  received  bright  yellow  cards 
containing  guidelines  for  behavior,  flyers  were  also 
distributed  that  announced  "An  Evening  with  Heroes" 
and  "A  Walk  with  Sheroes"  next  week.  Rally  sponsors 
offered  hospitable  provision  of  first  aid,  water,  and 
sunscreen  as  well  as  an  announcement  of  the 
"Accountability  Project"  that  will  "document  incidents  of 
inhospitality  and  discrimination  that  are  unwelcomed  by 
everyone." 

The  rally,  sponsored  by  the  Reconciling 
Congregation  Program,  ended  with  forming  a  human 
circle  around  the  convention  center  as  a  "symbol  of 
hospitality"  in  a  world  that  is  not  hospitable  to  everyone. 

— Patiy  Meyers  and  Brad  Motla 


Blizzards  in  Cleveland 


Most  days  in  early  May,  the  temperatures  in 
Cleveland  hover  in  the  mid  seventies  and  yet  delegates 
are  daily  buried  by  avalanches. 

What  I'm  talking  about  is  the  blizzard  of  paper  that 
meets  delegates  every  day  both  in  and  outside  of  the 
convention  center. 

"1  wish  I  had  a  match  for  all  this  useless  paper!"  said 
one  delegate. 

Following  election.  General  Conference  delegates 
received  40-to-50  pounds  of  material.  They  received  1,429 
DCA  pages  prior  to  their  departure  for  Cleveland  and  that 
total  increased  to  1,938  pages  by  Saturday.  That  total  does 
not  include  other  material  placed  on  delegates'  desks, 
information  from  official  United  Methodist  groups,  and 
countless  handouts  that  greet  delegates  outside  the 
convention  center  doors  each  day. 

"I  love  to  read  them!"  said  Laura  Simmons  of  the 
West  Virginia  Conference.  "I  enjoy  reading  all  of  the 


opinions  and  viewpoints  of  people.  They  provide  ways  to 
hear  one  another  and  share  in  their  diversity." 

"I  have  a  great  respect  for  those  who  stand  in  the 
weather  and  the  crowds  to  keep  us  informed,"  said  one 
youth  delegate. 

Andy  Almond,  youth  delegate  from  the  Northern 
Illinois  Conference,  suggests  that  we  may  need  moreii 
paper  rather  than  less,  as  we  need  information  in  at  least ; 
five  languages.  As  an  alternative,  he  suggests  that  we  get 
rid  of  all  the  paper  and  rely  on  electronic  means  of 
communicating.  He  sees  this  struggle  to  communicate 
with  others  in  their  own  languages  as  vitally  important  to 
the  church  becoming  more  inclusive  and  caring. 

— Daxnd  Persons 
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Where  in  the  Convention 
Center  is  . . .  Brad  Motta? 

The  production  crew  is 
housed  in  this  trailer 
between  the  convention 
center  and  the  Sheraton 
Hotel.  It  takes  a  crew  of 
persons  to  keep  the 
microphones  "live"  for  the 
speakers,  and  to  keep  the 
images  on  the  screen.  On  my 
visit  to  the  trailer,  the  crew 
was  working  hard  (with 
broken  air-conditioning)  to 
bring  the  conference  to  life: 
Aaron  Sheaffer,  Tim 
Coppock,  Paula  Watson,  Ed 
Warren,  Larry  Nelson,  and 
Steve  Fralick. 

-Dewayne  and  Ginnie 
Lowther  photo 


Cokesbury's  special  of  the  day  is  Desmond  Tutu's  book, 

No  Future  Without  Forgiveness  at  30  percent  off. 

The  book  is  regularly  $23.95,  but  is  only  $17  today. 
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Reports  of  Legislative  Committees 


Church  and  Society— (5/7/00  6  p.m.) 

Phil  Grainger  was  elected  interim  vice  chair  because 
Robert  Hoshibata  was  called  away  from  General 
Conference  until  Tuesday. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Regarding  immigrants  in  the  U.S.  (as  amended); 

•  Concerning  church  government  relations  in  the  U.S.; 

•  Regarding  grand  jury  abuse; 

•  Urging  state  legislatures  to  allow  candidates 
without  large  bank  accounts  to  appear  on  the  ballot; 

•  Regarding  repression  and  the  right  to  privacy; 

•  Providing  universal  access  to  healthcare  in  the  U.S. 
and  related  territories; 

•  Regarding  one  step  toward  a  dioxin-free  future; 

•  Approving  amendments  to  "New  Developments 
in  Genetic  Science"; 

•  Stopping  mountaintop-removal  coal  mining; 

•  Petitioning  U.S.  president  to  pardon  Latin-American 
debt  as  an  aid  to  reestablishing  human  lives; 

•  Concerning  the  UN  resolutions  and  the 
Israel-Palestinian  conflict; 

•  Affirming  the  precautionary  principle; 

•  Seeking  justice  for  Filipino  WWII  veterans; 

•  Asking  the  U.S.  Attorney  General  to  investigate 
anti-trust  violations  of  commercial  farm 
enterprises; 

•  Providing  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  or  other  structure  to  provide  work  on  the 
Social  Principles; 

•  Eradicating  sexual  harassment  in  the  UMC  and 
society; 

•  Changing  laws  that  support  under  use  of 
pain-relieving  medication; 

•  Regarding  prejudice  against  MusHms  and  Arabs 
in  the  U.S.; 

•  Concerning  the  Native  American  international 
caucus  of  UMC; 

•  Regarding  Native  American  social  witness 
program; 

•  On  human  rights  of  native  people  of  the  Americas; 

•  On  treatment  of  women  under  Social  Security  in 
the  U.S.; 


•  On  federal  funds  for  the  Indian  Health  Service; 

•  Concerning  juvenile  delinquency  and  prevention, 

•  Regarding  white  privilege  in  the  U.S.; 

•  Correcting  injustice  in  healthcare; 

•  On  the  UMC  and  America's  native  people; 

•  On  comity  agreements  affecting  development  oft 
Native  American  ministries  by  UMC; 

•  To  add  new  wording  to  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline 
resolution  "Capital  Punishment"  encouraging 
overt  action  to  end  the  death  penalty; 

•  Addressing  the  parental  right  to  withhold  medical 
care  from  children  according  to  religious  beliefs; 

•  Urging  continued  UMC  involvement  in 
promoting  international  debt  relief  for 
impoverished  nations; 

•  Calling  for  assistance,  sanctuary  and  deportation! 
relief  for  Refugees  (amended  title); 

•  Working  toward  global  human  dignity  and 
human  rights; 

•  Regarding  immigration  and  amnesty; 

•  Calling  for  a  ban  on  handguns,  assault  weapons 
and  other  weapons  of  mass  destruction  in  the 
hands  of  individuals; 

•  Calling  for  the  GBCS  to  form  a  bioethics  task  force 
on  relevant  ethical  issues; 

•  Ending  the  practice  of  contractualization  and 
subcontractualization  which  abuses  workers; 

•  Eliminating  violent  video  games  aimed  at  children 
and  youth; 

•  Asking  General  Conference  to  protest  alcohol 
advertising  at  or  near  all  Olympic  games; 

•  Engaging  Cleveland  community  and  ownership  ol 
pro  baseball  team  in  dialogue  regarding  sport; 
mascot; 

•  Calling  for  abolishment  of  the  Illegal  Immigratior 
Reform  and  Immigrant  Resolution  Act. 

The     committee      recommended      concurrence      witl 
amendments: 

•  To  create  jobs  for  former  welfare  recipients; 

•  Regarding  the  church's  response  to  aging  in  the  U.S. 

•  Rejecting  Human  Cloning. 
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The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Asking     the     US     government     to     impose     a 
moratorium  on  the  death  penalty; 

•  Ehminating  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

-Gretchen  Hakola  and  Paul  Widicus 


k 


Conferences — (5/6/00  2:30  p.m.) 


Of  the  103  petitions  submitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Conferences,  action  has  been  taken  on  60. 

The     committee     recommended      concurrence     with 
amendments: 

On  the  stabihty  to  the  entitlement  of  bishops  with 
an  amendment  restoring  the  number  320,000  as  is 
currently  in  the  Discipline.  The  petition  prevents 
the  number  of  bishops  in  a  jurisdiction  from  being 
reduced  unless  the  number  of  its  church  members 
decreases  by  10  percent; 

Changing  the  number  formula  for  General 
Conference  delegates  to  restore  fairness  and 
balance.  An  amendment  to  the  formula  using  "209 
clergy  and  41,800  members"  failed  on  a  37-37-4 
vote. 

On  the  responsibilities  of  annual  conferences  and 
director  of  connectional  ministries  with 
amendments  including,  that  the  position  of 
director  is  recommended,  may  be  lay  or  clergy, 
and  shall  sit  with  the  cabinet. 

The  committed  recommended  referral: 

•  To  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
petitions  relating  to  concordats  with  the  Methodist 
Church  of  India  and  the  Korean  Methodist  Church. 

rhe  connmittee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  To  a  constitutional  amendment  adding  a  youth 
and  young  adult  from  each  district  as  members  of 
the  annual  conference; 

•  To  a  disciplinary  provision  to  add  youth  and 
young  adults  to  lay  membership  of  the  annual 
conference. 

-Dean  Snyder  and  Wally  Alhey 

Discipleship — (5/7/00  5:30  p.m.) 

The    committee    received    the    "Services    for    the 
Drdering  of  Ministry  In  the  United  Methodist  Church" 


report  with  recommended  changes  and  concurred  with 
the  petition  as  amended. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Approving  the  document  "Sacramental 
Faithfulness:  Guidelines  for  Receiving  People  for 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints 
(Mormon)"  as  a  study  resource  and  guideline  for 
pastors  and  congregatioi\s  who  face  the  challenge 
of  receiving  former  Mormons  who  seek  to  become 
United  Methodist.  The  document  affirms  the  need 
for  converts  to  receive  the  sacrament  of  baptism 
since  baptism  as  practiced  by  the  Latter-Day  Saints 
church  is  not  within  the  bounds  of  the  historic, 
apostolic  tradition  of  the  faith; 

•  Recommending  the  development  of  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  older  adult  ministry; 

•  Calling  the  appropriate  church  agency  to  provide 
guidehnes  for  local  churches  regarding  childcare 
guidelines,  specifically  on  area  of  personnel 
review; 

•  Recommending  that  Children's  Sabbath  Day  be 
celebrated  the  second  weekend  of  October  in  order 
that  it  not  conflict  with  Laity  Sunday,  celebrated 
the  third  Sunday  of  October; 

•  Developing  a  4-year  study  to  develop  ministry  to 
Young  Adults  or  persons  18-30  years  of  age; 

•  Recommend  that  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  be  encouraged  to  develop  resources 
for  stewardship  education  for  small  membership 
and  rural  churches; 

•  Developing  resources  for  the  reaffirmation  of 
ordination  vows; 

•  Establishing  a  seeker  web  site  on  the  Internet  and 
requesting  that  it  be  directly  liked  to  the  official 
web  site  of  the  denomination. 

The  committee  recommended  referral: 

•  To  the  Church  and  Society  Committee  a  resolution 
on  experiencing  grief  for  acts  of  violence; 

•  To  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship's  study  on 
communion  a  petition  regarding  pastors  from 
other  traditions  serving  communion. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Deleting  "By  Water  and  the  Spirit"  from  the  Bookof 
Resolutions. 

-Frank  Estrada  and  Linda  Green 
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Faith  and  Order— (5/7/00  8  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Acknowledging  the  necessity  of  mihtary  action  in 
the  case  of  unchecked  aggression,  tyranny  and 
genocide; 

•  Changing  69C,  War  and  Peace,  to  read...  "We 
therefore  reject  war  as  a  usual  instrument  as 
national  foreign  policy  . . ."; 

•  Adding  to  68D,  Education,  'The  state  should  not 
prohibit  the  free  exercise  of  voluntary  prayer  in 
public  schools  .  .  ."; 

•  Adding  a  new  paragraph  on  Christian  and 
pastoral  perspectives  on  suicide,  affirming  that 
"nothing,  including  suicide,  separates  us  from  the 
love  of  God"  but  also  stating  that  "suicide  is  not 
the  way  a  human  Ufe  should  end";  the  paragraph 
opposes  "physician-assisted  suicide"; 

•  Using  language  consistent  with  "By  Water  and  the 
Spirit"  in  on  "The  Heart  of  Christian  Ministry", 
stating  that  "Christians  are  called  through  their 
baptism  into  a  ministry  of  servanthood  .  . ."; 

•  Affirming  that  ordination  to  the  same  or 
equivalent  order  is  not  repeatable; 

•  Omitting  phrase  that  elders  are  also  called  to  the 
office  and  responsibilities  of  the  deacon; 

•  Clarifying  that  clergy  are  not  employees  of  the 
local  church  or  the  annual  conference; 

•  Adding  to  the  qualifications  for  ordination  the 
ability  to  lead  in  making  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ; 

•  Urging  every  local  church  to  nurture  candidates 
for  ordained  ministry; 

•  Specifying  in  "The  Ministry  of  All  Christians"  that 
our  call  to  discipleship  is  grounded  in  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ; 

•  Adopting  a  resolution  declaring  that  Jesus  is  the 
only  way  to  salvation,  with  a  minority  report. 

The     committee     recommended     concurrence     with 
amendments: 

•  Replacing  current  resolution  on  adoption  with 
"Adoption  in  a  Global  Context"; 

•  Replacing  current  resolution  on  sexual 
violence/pornography  with  new  resolution  from 
GBGM,  "Pornography  and  Sexual  Violence"; 

•  Adopting  a  new  resolution  "Public  Education  and 
the  Church  in  the  USA." 


The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Ending  private  health  insurance  and  advocating  a 
national  health  care  system; 

•  Declaring  Genesis  accounts  of  creation  are  literally 
true; 

•  Including  the  General  Conference  Mission 
Statement  adopted  in  1988,  "Grace  Upon  Grace," 
in  the  Book  of  Resolutions. 

-Erik  Alsgaard  and  Ann  Whiting 

Financial  Administration — (5/7/00  6  p.m.) 

The  committee  voted  concurrence  on  Reports  1  and  2 
from  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

-Davie  Burgdorfand  Tom  Burger 


General/Judicial  Administration — (5/6/00) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  To  require  recipients  of  Native  American 
Ministries  Sunday  scholarships  to  serve  at  least 
two  years  in  a  Native  American  United  Methodist 
congregation  as  a  condition  of  the  scholarship.  If 
the  recipient  fails  to  meet  the  requirement,  50 
percent  of  the  scholarship  will  be  considered  a 
loan  that  must  be  repaid; 

•  Asking  all  agencies  and  institutions  of  the  church, 
where  possible,  to  hold  all  events  in  places  that 
adequately  accommodates  persons  with 
disabilities; 

•  Recommending  the  continuation  of  the  u 
churchwide  "Strengthening  the  Black  Church"  T 
initiative  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium; 

•  Recommending  the  continuation  of  the 
churchwide  "Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People"  for  the' 2001 -2004  quadrennium. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Creating  a  churchwide  commission  on  "the  status 
and  role  of  evangelicals"; 

•  Changing  the  name  of  the  denomination  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  "The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ"; 

•  Establishing  an  annual-conference-level  Judicial 
Council; 

•  Allowing  local  churches  to  redirect 
apportionments  of  the  general  church  to  other 
Christian  ministries; 
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•  Requiring  church  agencies  and  institutions,  where 
possible,  to  hold  events  in  accommodations  which 
have  collective  bargaining  agreements  with  their 
employees  and  "maintain  safe  and 
nondiscriminatory  work  environments." 

-Garlinda  Burton  and  Cathy  Farmer 

Global  Ministries — (5/7/00  5:30  p.m.) 

Our  apologies  to  the  Global  Ministries  committee 
land  its  reporters  for  the  errors  in  Friday's  DC  A. 

i         CORRECTION  to  DC  A,  p.  1872: 

■The     committee     recommended      concurrence     with 

lamendments: 

I 

I         •  Advancing   Korean-American  Ministries  in  the 

'  2001-2004  quadrennium; 

•  Implementing  the  Asian  American  language 
study; 

•  Supporting  a  study  on  the  use  of  American  Indian 
j  lands  by  the  church; 

•  Developing  a  four-year  study  on  "Caring  for 
Creation  from  a  Native  American  Perspective". 


L 


e     committee     recommended      concurrence     with 
amendments: 

•  Directing  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  study  issues  related  to  health  and  care  and  rural 
churches; 

•  Strengthening  Volunteers  in  Mission  coordination. 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Implementing  a  team  to  complete  the  National 
Comprehensive  Plan  for  Town  and  Country 
Ministry  as  originally  intended; 

•  Including  mission  institutions  as  potential  applicants 
to  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund; 

•  Supporting  the  international  treaty  to  ban 
landmines; 

•  Condemning  the  U.S.  Navy  use  of  the  island  of 
Vieques. 

-  Cheryl  Hahs  Edwards  and  Linda  Blcx}m 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry — (5/7/00  5  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Making  Africa  University  a  priority  in  the  next 
quadrennium  with  support  of  $20  million  in 
apf)ortioned  funds; 


•  Nurturing  of  candidates  for  ordained  ministry  by 
the  local  church; 

•  Amending  Para.  342  to  add  that  the  executive 
committee  of  the  conference  board  of  ordained 
ministry  may  issue  an  interim  license  as  local 
pastor; 

•  Affirming  that  licensed  full-time  local  pastor 
process  be  in  accordance  with  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education's  (GBHEM)  guidelines; 

•  Providing  that  the  bishop  and  the  board  of 
ordained  ministry  may  appoint  probationary 
members  to  extension  ministries; 

•  Changing  "license  as  a  local  pastor"  to  "license  for 
pastoral  ministry"; 

•  Reducing  seminary  student  indebtedness; 

•  Continuing  to  strengthen  the  Black  church. 

The     committee     recommended      concurrence      with 
amendments: 

•  Inserting  rather  than  moving  last  sentence  of  Para. 
65C  (prohibition  against  same-sex  union  by  our 
ministers  or  in  our  churches)  into  ministry  section 
(Para.  332.6).  Minority  Report  to  be  submitted; 

•  Funding  of  Petition  30595  in  the  amount  of  S4 
million  in  the  2001-2004  quadrennium  (S2  million 
from  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  and  $2  million  in  apportionment 
funding)  with  the  amendment  to  leave  specific 
funding  of  institutions  and  programs  to  be 
determined  by  GBHEM  in  consultation  with  the 
leadership  of  the  eastern  European  church; 

•  Encouraging  inquiring  candidates  to  attend  a 
United  Methodist  seminary  and  amending  to 
make  effective  upon  conclusion  of  2000  General 
Conference; 

•  Amending  Petition  31144  by  deleting  "and  the 
assigned  member  of  the  district  committee  on 
ordained  ministry"  and  "and  by  a  two-thirds 
majority  written  ballot  be  recommended  to  the 
charge  conference"  in  subsection  a). 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Changing  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  for  written 
ballot  count  of  the  charge  conference  for 
candidates  for  ordination; 

•  Allowing  that  student  pastors  ser\'ing  in  their 
home  church  may  vote  at  annual  conference  and 
attend  clergy  session. 

-  Terri  Hiers  and  Duane  Ewers 
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Independent  Commissions — (5/7/00  p.m.) 

Carolyn  Marshall,  secretary  of  the  General 
Conference,  told  the  committee  members  Friday  evening 
her  heart  is  with  them  as  they  struggle  over  the  lack  of 
materials  for  delegates  in  their  native  languages.  Marshall 
cited  several  reasons  for  the  problem,  including  funding. 

"You  can  as  a  General  Conference  mandate  it  (the 
translated  materials),"  Marshall  said,  "but  you  have  to 
fund  it." 

Delegates  from  both  central  and  annual  conferences 
appreciated  Marshall's  remarks  and  her  understanding 
of  the  justice  issues  involved.  But  one  delegate  said,  "We 
are  not  going  to  put  up  with  this  four  years  from  now!" 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Eliminating  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women; 

•  Creating  a  General  Commission  on  Alcohol  and 
Drugs. 

-  Andy  Ellis  and  Kathy  Noble 

Local  Church— (5/7/00  p.m.) 
The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Adding  the  position  of  coordinator  of  small-group 
ministries; 

•  Electing  an  earth  advocacy  chairperson; 

•  Opening  membership  in  United  Methodist  Men  to 
any  man  who  desires  to  belong; 

•  Simplifying  inclusive  language; 

•  Giving  churches  permission  to  start  satellite 
congregations; 

•  Allowing  a  district  superintendent  to  appoint  a 
task  force  to  determine  the  viability  of  a 
congregation; 


•  Allowing  parents,  spouses,  or  legal  guardians  who 
are  church  members  to  recite  appropriate  vows  on 
behalf  of  persons  with  disabihties; 

•  Deleting  Paras.  101,  102,  and  103  and  moving  the 
passage  preceding  Para.  201  into  their  place; 

•  Encouraging  churches  to  obtain  guidelines  for 
information  technology  from  their  annual 
conferences; 

•  Encouraging  churches  to  identify,  nurture,  and 
offer  spiritual  and  financial  support  to  candidates 
for  ordained  ministry,  including  support  for  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund; 

•  Requiring  district  superintendents  to  notify 
churches  of  apportionment  amounts  and  making 
church  leaders  responsible  for  interpreting  the 
importance  of  full  support. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence:  ■ 

•  Allowing  absentee  balloting  at  charge  conferences 
or  church  conferences; 

•  Allowing  a  majority  of  churches  in  a  conference  to 
establish  an  equitable  salary  structure; 

•  Letting  churches  leave  the  denomination  with 
their  property  if  three-fourths  of  Administrative 
Board  members  disagree  with  The  Book  of 
Discipline; 

•  Allowing  rebaptism; 

•  Allowing  charge  conferences  to  vote  on  whether  . 
services  that  celebrate  homosexual  unions  may  be ' 
permitted  in  the  church. 

•  Making  a  chargeable  offense  of  allowing  a 
homosexual  union  to  be  conducted  in  the  church. 

-  Tom  Slack/Charlene  Baile 
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Sermon  by  Bishop  Charles  W.  Jordan, 

Resident  Bishop,  Iowa  Area 
May  6,  2000 


Let  us  pray.  Gracious  God,  embue  this  humble  ser- 
vant with  your  Spirit.  Surround  this  your  gathered 
people  with  your  grace,  and  that  together  what  we  do 
will  be  acceptable  in  your  sight.  Amen. 

It  was  late  on  a  Sunday  morning  last  Fall.  The 
meeting  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
The  meeting  had  adjourned.  And  during  that  meeting 
we  had  a  computer  that  calculated,  moment  by  mo- 
ment, the  32,000  children  that  die  around  the  world 
each  day  from  preventable  causes,  such  as  starvation, 
disease,  war.  The  numbers,  of  course,  quickly  changed 
while  we  met  those  days,  but  they  were  visible  during 
the  plenary.  But  now  the  meeting  was  over  and  1  hap- 
pened to  be  the  last  person  to  leave  that  room.  But  the 
computer  was  still  on.  The  numbers  were  still  going, 
and  so  I  went  over  and  turned  off  the  computer. 
Walked  out  of  the  room  but  still  knowing  that  though 
there  was  nothing  on  the  screen,  the  numbers  still  went 
on. 

You  know  there  is  an  excellent  resource  which  is 
produced  by  our  four  program  boards  for  the  Bishop's 
Initiative  on  Children  in  Poverty  entitled  "A  Church 
for  All  God's  Children."  1  know  most  of  you  have  used 
this  in  your  local  congregations.  We  sing,  you  know, 
the  familiar  songs,  that  familiar  song  rather,  "Jesus 
loves  the  little  children,  all  the  children  of  the  world. 
Red  and  yellow,  black  and  white,  they  are  precious  in 
his  sight.  Jesus  loves  the  little  children  of  the  world." 
All  the  children:  abused,  neglected,  hungry,  homeless, 
diseased,  victims  of  war,  orphaned  by  AIDS.  Jesus 
loves  the  little  children,  all  the  children  of  the  world. 

The  writer  of  John's  first  letter  which  was  read  for 
us,  and  I  just  want  to  repeat  some  of  those  words.  "Be- 
loved, let  us  love  one  another,  because  love  is  from 
God;  everyone  who  loves  is  bom  of  God  and  knows 
God.  Whoever  does  not  love  does  not  know  God,  for 
God  is  love.  God's  love  was  revealed  among  us  in  this 
way:  God  sent  his  only  Son  into  the  world  so  that  we 
might  live  through  him.  In  this  is  love,  not  that  we  love 
God  but  that  he  loved  us  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  aton- 
ing sacrifice  for  our  sins." 

And  in  the  Gospel  of  John  those  familiar  words: 
"God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  Son." 
The  world  and  everybody  in  it.  The  supreme  gift  of 
love  that  we  might  live  through  him,  that  we  might 
love  because  God  loved  and  loves. 

Reginald  Fuller,  who  is  perhaps  best  known  for  his 
biblical  commentaries  on  the  lectionary,  has  said  that 


"God  is  love"  is  a  confession  of  faith  from  those  who 
have  encountered  the  love  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ.  The 
love  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ.  God's  gift  of  love  was  a  gift 
of  reconciliation,  a  gift  of  salvation,  a  gift  of  power,  to  a 
world  possessed  by  sin,  alienated  from  Cod.  A  world 
whose  people  not  only  needed  salvation  but  needed  it 
in  the  form  of  human  presence,  human  words  and 
deeds. 

That  gift  was  a  gift  of  the  awareness  of  the  need  for 
us  to  love  as  we  have  been  loved.  It  was  a  gift  that  in  ex- 
ercise of  the  response  reminds  us  of  God's  predisposi- 
rion  to  the  poor.  There  are  35,000,000,  over  35,000,000 
people  in  poverty  in  the  United  States.  In  the  past  gen- 
eration the  gap  between  the  haves  and  the  have  nots 
has  increased  and  continues  to  do  so.  From  1 974  to  1 996 
the  bottom  20%  of  the  population  lost  10%  in  real  in- 
come, real  income  according  to  inflation.  The  top  20% 
gained  39%.  The  top  5%  gained  65%. 

Hear  these  words  from  Isaiah  58:  "Is  this  not  the 
fast  that  I  choose:  to  loose  the  bonds  of  injustice,  to 
undo  the  thongs  of  the  yoke,  to  let  the  oppressed  go 
free,  and  to  break  every  yoke?  Is  it  not  to  share  your 
bread  with  the  hungry,  and  bring  the  homeless  and 
poor  into  your  house;  when  you  see  the  naked,  to  cover 
them...?"  Jesus'  identification  with  the  least  in  Mat- 
thew 25,  so  familiar  to  us. 

Our  American  history  as  a  church  that  had  a  thirst 
for  justice  as  well  as  a  thirst  for  souls;  and  I've  seen  that 
same  thirst  for  justice  and  souls  as  I  have  been  in  other 
parts  of  the  globe  as  a  part  of  our  United  Methodist 
Church.  Committed,  yes,  to  the  improvement  of  the 
quality  of  life  of  all  God's  people.  The  late  Dr.  Benjamin 
Mays,  great  educator  and  mentor,  so  many  including 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  once  said  that  "The  test  ofa  true 
religion  is  not  how  we  treat  one  who  holds  a  high  posi- 
tion in  society  but  how  we  treat  the  one  who  has  no  po- 
sition to  hold.  Not  how  we  respond  to  the  call  of  one 
who  wields  power,  but  how  we  respond  to  the  call  of 
one  who  has  no  power  to  command  us.  Religion  is  not 
how  we  teach  the  rich  but  rather  the  attitude  we  take 
toward  the  poor."  Acting  otherwise  may  be  the  politi- 
cal thing  to  do.  It  may  be  the  tactful  or  diplomatic  thing 
to  do.  It  may  be  that  which  is  beneficial  to  our  self-inter- 
est, but  that's  not  the  real  test.  It's  not  the  real  test. 

Paragraph  104  in  our  Book  of  Discipline  declares 
that  the  heart  of  Christian  ministry  is  Christ's  ministry 
of  outreaching  love.  To  identify  with  and  seriously  act 
on  behalf  of  the  poor  and  the  powerless  is  to  risk,  to  risk 
the  loss  of  some  of  one's  own  power;  one's  own  privi- 
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lege;    one's    own    entitlement'    one's    own    conve- 
nience— individually,  corporately,  or  institutionally. 

God's  gift  of  love  is  a  gift  for  transformation.  Ron 
Sider  in  his  recent  book,  just  Generosity:  A  Neiv  Vision 
for  Overcoming  Poverty  in  America,  wrote  that  biblical 
justice  does  not  mean  we  should  merely  help  victims 
cope  with  oppression;  it  teaches  us  to  remove,  to  re- 
move it.  Biblical  justice  does  not  merely  require  fair 
procedures  for  the  poor;  it  demands  new  opportunity. 

Howard  Thurman,  in  his  autobiography,  de- 
scribes his  experience  as  a  pastor-the  fellowship  of  All 
People's  Church  in  San  Francisco-what  he  learned 
about  love,  said  that  one  of  the  central  things  was  that 
the  experience  of  being  understood  by  another  was  of 
primary  importance.  Somewhere  deep  within  was  a 
place  beyond  all  thoughts  and  virtues  that  had  to  be 
confirmed  before  I  could  run  the  risk  of  opening  my  life 
up  to  another  to  find  ultimate  security  in  ultimate  vul- 
nerability. This  is  to  be  love. 

I  think  that  God's  love  finds  the  place  where  the  in- 
dividual, or  the  institution,  or  the  organization,  yea, 
the  church  where  those  souls  are  undressed,  where  ul- 
timate vulnerability  and  ultimate  security  come  to- 
gether. What  about  Jesus  going  to  the  cross,  secure  in 
the  knowledge  of  who  he  was  and  who  God  was  and 
his  relationship  to  God?  But  completely  vulnerable  as 
he  went  to  the  cross.  But  an  explosive  love  was  mani- 
fested there,  a  love  that  saved  the  world  from  sin  and 
death  on  Friday,  and  delivered  new  life  on  Sunday. 

And  so  we,  in  receiving  this  love,  in  sharing  this 
love,  a  re  able  to  risk  beyond  ourselves  and  H  ve  through 
Christ.  That's  transformation.  That's,  that's  miracle 
talk.  That  is  in  the  spirit  of  the  words  of  that  gospel 
song,  "Love  Lifted  Me."  When  nothing,  nothing  else 
could  help,  love  lifted  me.  A  heart  for  Christian  minis- 
try is  the  ministry  of  Christ's  outreaching  love.  It's  seri- 
ous. It's  radical.  It  enables  engagement  with  a  systemic 
and  with  the  established. 

When  I  was  a  district  superintendent,  there  was  on 
my  district,  or  the  edge  of  the  district,  a  church — very 
small,  very  small  congregation,  German  in  origin.  In 
fact,  1  remember  going  to  that  church.  It  has — it  had  al- 
ways been  small.  I  remember  going  to  it  for  the  1 OO"'  an- 
niversary. And  in  true  itinerate  fashion,  they  had  had 
69  pastors  in  100  years.  I  remember  that  congregation. 
It  was  served  part-time  by  a  retired  pastor,  but  his 
spouse  was  also  a  pastor  in  another  small  congrega- 
tion, which  was  the  United  Church  of  Christ.  And  her 
church  became  so  small  that  it  had  to  close,  and  she 
wrote  a  letter  to  her  congregation  as  they  were  about  to 
close.  And  this  is  a  bit  from  that.  "I  am  writing  my  last 
letter  to  you  sitting  in  my  backyard.  1  look  at  the  or- 
derly array  of  gray  patio  blocks,  and  see  the  most 
amazing  sight.  In  the  cracks  all  kinds  of  flowers  and 
plants  have  sassily  jumped  up,  making  a  lovely  un- 


planned garden.  Here  are  violets.  May  flowers,  colum- 
bine, myrtle,  Dutchmen's  breeches,  and  many  others 
which  I  cannot  name. 

This  is  my  scattered  congregation  out  in  the  world: 
outrageous  upstarts  who  will  disturb  the  established 
order,  God's  people  scattered  and  gathered,  reaching 
out  with  Christ's  love  in  the  various  configurations  for 
us  of  this  global  connection.  Loving  because  we  live  in 
the  world  through  Christ  without  exclusion,  the  world 
and  everybody  in  it." 

You  know,  there's  that  incident  in  the  life  of  Jesus 
of  the  rich  young  man  who  comes  to  Jesus  with  the 
question  about  inheriting  eternal  life.  And  in  the 
course  of  the  conversation  the  young  man  tells  Jesus 
that  he  has  kept  all  the  commandments.  And  the  Scrip- 
ture says  that  Jesus  looks  on  him  and  really  loved  this 
young  man.  Then  he  said  to  him,  "You  lack  one  thing. 
Go  and  sell  what  you  own.  Give  the  money  to  the  poor, 
and  you  will  have  treasure  in  heaven.  And  then  come 
and  follow  me."  And  when  he  heard  this  he  was 
shocked.  He  was  shocked  and  went  away  grieving  be- 
cause he  had  many  possessions. 

I  kind  of  think,  you  know,  that  this  young 
man — when  he  came  to  Jesus — he  was  asking  a  ques- 
tion that  he  had  already  answered.  He  had  done  it  all. 
He  really  was  coming  for  a  blessing;  he  wasn't  asking 
for — asking  for  a  response  from  Jesus. 

I  wish,  though,  I  could  rewrite  that,  the  end  of  that. 
And  if  I  could  rewrite  that  ending,  I  would  have  this 
young  man  walking  away  from  Jesus  and  then  reflect- 
ing and  praying  a  bit  and  then  running  back  to  catch  up 
with  Jesus  and  say,  "Jesus,  wait  a  minute!  I  know  that  I 
failed  the  test,  but  just  let  me  walk  with  you.  Just  let  me 
talk  with  you.  Just  let  me  listen  to  you  awhile.  Just  let 
me  watch  you.  Just  let  me  follow  your  example.  I  prom- 
ise not  to  ask  any  questions  unless  they're  authentic. 
Strengthen  and  empower  me  spiritually  in  your  love, 
that  I  may  share  your  love  with  others  your  peace,  your 
compassion,  your  justice.  That  I  may  tell  your  stories. 
Let  me  be  with  you.  Even  in  my  failings,  let  me  be  with 
you."  I  wish  I  could  have  rewritten  that  story,  because 
that's  the  way  we  are.  Walking  with  Jesus,  walking 
with  Jesus,  developing  our  spiritual  power.  Making 
our  mistakes,  yes!  Staying  close. 

There's  a  story  in  the  life  of  my  family  that  I've  only 
told  once,  and  that  was  at  my  annual  conference.  My 
paternal  grandparents  were  born  into  slavery.  And 
when  I  told  this  story  at  annual  conference  one  of  the 
young  people  said,  "Bishop,  1  didn't  know  you  were 
that  old." 

Well,  see  this  story,  what  happened  was  this,  that  I 
am  a  younger  son,  very  younger  son,  at  least  in  rela- 
tionship to  my  father  and  my  father  was  the  baby  in  his 
family.  He  had  nieces  and  nephews  that  were  older 
than  he  was.  It  was  one  of  those  kind  of  situations 
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where  you  have  these  big  famiUes  and  those  born  at  the 
end,  in  his  case,  found  themselves  being  much, 
much — almost  in  another  generation. 

But  my  grandmother  and  my  grandfather  came 
from  Alabama  and  moved  to  Mississippi  as  slaves  and 
this  story  is  the  story  of  the  day  of  emancipation  for 
them.  My  grandmother  was  out  in  the  field,  the  cotton 
field,  working.  My  grandfather  came  running  and  said 
to  my  grandmother,  "I've  got  some  important  news  for 
you."  She  kept  right  on  working  and  he  said,  "STOP!" 
She  still  kept  right  on  working  because  it  wasn't  time  to 
stop,  and  no  overseer  had  given  any  kind  of  instruc- 
tions. And  then  he  said  to  her,  he  said,  "Virginia,  we're 
free."  She  kept  right  on  walking,  or,  kept  right  on 
working  rather,  because  it  didn't  register.  He  said, 
"Virginia,  we're  free!"  And,  when  the  impact  began  to 
sink  in  she  just  sat  right  down  on  the  ground,  began  to 
sob.  And  my  grandfather  kept  on  talking  to  her,  telling 


her  about  the  instructions,  giving  her  instructions  say- 
ing, "Well,  we  have  to,  we  have  to  go  back  to  our  own 
place  and  then  there's  going  to  be  a  meeting  at  the  main 
house  and  they're  going  to  tell  us  what  to  do  after  that. 
Then  he  reached  down  to  help  my  grandmother  off  the 
ground,  up  off  the  ground,  and  she  resisted.  And  she 
said,  "Come  on  down  here  with  me.  Let  us  get  on  our 
knees  and  thank  God  for  this  gift  of  freedom.  And  let  us 
pray  for  the  strength  and  the  guidance  that  we  will  use 
it  well!" 

Let  us  give  thanks  for  this  gift  of  God's  love.  Pray 
for  the  strength  and  guidance— continue  to  pray—that 
we  will  use  it  well.  God's  gift  of  love  for  the  world  and 
everybody  in  it.  Let  us  continue  to  pray  for  strength 
and  guidance  that  we  will  use  it  well.  God's  love  was 
revealed  among  us  in  this  way.  God  sent  his  only  Son 
into  the  world  so  that  we  might  live  through  him. 
Glory  hallelujah!  Amen! 


Find  the  resources  you  need  at 

www.ileadyouth.com 

Hrt\c  you  ever  wanted  to  study  a  topic  with  your  youth,  but  just 
couldn't  find  the  right  resource?  Now  there's  a  website  geared 
specifically  to  give  youth  leaders  an  easy  way  to  find  the  youth  program 
that  meets  your  ministry  needs.  This  exciting  new  website  features  a 
frequently  updated  collection  of  programs  and  lessons  searchable  by  topic 
or  Scripture.  When  you  find  the  right  resource,  you  can  order  print 
volumes,  or,  in  many  c.im-s,  download  the  individual  program.  No  more 
searching  frantically  through  do:ens  ot  bixiks,  no  more  ordering 
expensive  rest)urces  that  have  only  one  program  you  want!  For  example: 

•  Pull  down  a  list  and  click  on  the  category  "movies"  for 
programs  from  Reel  to  Real 

•  Enter  "John  15:  12-13"  for  programs  based  on  that  Scripture 

•  Type  in  "gossip"  for  a  list  of  print  resources  and  downloadable 
lessons  on  that  topic 

•  Hit  the  letter  "S"  for  an  alphabetical  listing  of  lessons/resources 
covering  topics  such  as  sexuality,  sin,  and  spirituality 
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Consent  Calendar  Explanation 

There  are  three  consent  calendars:  A)  concurrence  with  proposed  changes  to  the  Discipline.  B)  concurrence  with  petitions  on 
non-Disciphnary  matters.  C)  non-conourence  on  Disciplinary  and  non-Disciplinary  items.  The  first  day  items  will  be  listed  as  01. 
The  second  day  will  be  listed  02,  and  so  forth.  Items  can  be  placed  on  the  consent  calendar  if:  1)  no  more  than  five  votes  were  cast 
agamst  the  prevailmg  position;  2)  it  has  no  financial  implications;  3)  the  proposal  does  not  require  a  constitutional  amendment.  Any 
five  delegates  may  have  a  consent  calendar  item  removed  by  signing  the  appropriate  form  found  in  Room  204.  This  form  must  be  re- 
turned to  the  secretary  by  3  p.m.  on  the  day  it  appears  in  the  DCA. 


Consent  Calendar  A03 


333  -535,3 

Subject:  Bring  central 
conference  wording  into 
conformity  with  Constitution 

Committee  Item:  CC1-535.3-A 
Petition: 

317I8-CC-535.3-D,Pg.  1146 
Membership:  39;  Present:  22; 
For:  20;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Dale:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Change  the  opening  sentence  as  follows: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  shall  have 
central  conferences  mode  up  as  follows: 
with  ministries  in  the  following  coun- 
tries: 

Make  the  following  changes  in  the  list  of 
conferences; 

a)  Add  Rwanda 

c)  Add  Zambia,  Congo  Brazzaville 

e)  Add  Lat\'ia,  Ukraine,  Lithuania 

g)  Delete  Ghana 

( 1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

334  -537.9 

Subject:  Regarding  Central 
Conference  authority 

Committee  Item:  CC2-537.9-A 
Petition: 
31711-CC-537.9-D,  Pg.  II46 
Membership:  39;  Present:  24; 
For:  24;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Change  to  read  as  follows: 

...such  changes  and  adaptations  as  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline... 

fiifthcf  pfovidcd  (hoi  the  oonneclionol  re- 
lationship m  itt.  full  breadih  provided  that 
the  spirit  ofconnectional  relationship  is 
kept  between  the  local  and  the  general 
church. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  j  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


335-537.10 
Subject:  Delete  537.10 

Committee  Item:  CC8-537.10-C 
Petition: 
30778-CC-537.10-D,  Pg.  1146 
Membership:  39;  Present:  24; 
For:  23 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


336  -405 

Subject:  Stability  to  the 
entitlement  of  bishops 

Committee  Item:  CO42-405-A 
Petition: 

31490-CO-405-D,  Pg.  165 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  In  Para. 
405.2a,  change  "300,000"  to  "320,000". 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


337-1102 

Subject:  Pastors  are  partners 
with  laity 

Committee  Item:  DI55-1 102-C 
Petition: 
30450-D1-II02-D,  Pg.  286 
Membership:  109;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


338  -629.4 

Subject:  Annual  conference 
worship  area  be  responsible  for 
including  all  ages  in  minstries 

Committee  Item:  DI56-629.4-C 
Petition: 
30436-DI-629.4-D,  Pg.  283 


Membership:  109;  Present:  86; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


339  -629 

Subject:  AC  shall  organize  a  bd 
of  discipleship  or  other  structure 
for  these  functions 

Committee  Item:  DI57-629-A 
Petition: 

31226-DI-629-D,  Pg.  282 
Membership:  109;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  first  sentence  of  629: 

The  annual  conference  shall  organize  a 
board  of  discipleship  or  oltemative  other 
equivalent  structure  . . . 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  NonconcurretKe  Date  / 


340  -629.3 

Subject:  Include  people  of  all 

ages  in  ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI58-629.3-C 
Petition: 

30435-DI-629.3-D,  Pg.  283 
Membership:  109;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  conctir- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


341  -629.5 

Subject:  Annual  conference 
stewardship  area  responsible  for 
including  all  ages  in  ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI59-629.5-C 
Petition: 

30437-DI-629.5-D,  Pg.  283 
Membership:  109;  Present:  86; 
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For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


342  -629.6 

Subject:  Annual  Conference 
spiritual  formation  area 
responsible  for  families  and 
people  of  all  ages 
Committee  Item:  DI60-629.6-A 
Petition: 

30438-DI-629.6-D,  Pg.  283 
Membership:  109;  Present:  86; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  629.6a: 

.  .  .spiritual  formation  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  devotional  life  for  families  and 
people  of  all  ages  clergy  and  laity  through- 
out ... 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


343-1107 

Subject:  Remove  "Age  Level 
Ministries"  title  from  paragraph 
title 

Committee  Item:  DI67-1107-C 
Petition: 
30452-DI-1107-D,  Pg.  287 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


344-1107.2 

Subject:  Christian  Education 
shall  reach  out  to  people  of  all 
ages 

Committee  Item:  DI68-1 107.2-C 
Petition: 

30453-DI-1107.2-D,  Pg.  287 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


345-1111.7 

Subject:  Remove  the  word 
"minimal"  in  reference  to 
standard  set  for  serving  as 
general  evangelist 

Committee  Item:  DI69-1 1 1 1.7-C 
Petition: 
30455-DI-1111.7-D,  Pg.  288 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


346-IIII.8 

Subject:  Transfer  Military  Roll 
to  GBHEM 

Committee  Item:  DI70-1 1 1 1.8-C 
Petition: 
30456-DI-1111.8-D,  Pg.  288 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

347-1112 

Subject:  GBOD  worship 
responsibilities  shall  set  the 
basis  for  corporate  worship  with 
people  of  all  ages 

Committee  Item:  DI71-1 1 12-C 
Petition: 

30457-DI-1112-D,Pg.  288 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


348-1113 

Subject:  GBOD  stewardship 
responsibilities  are  for  people  of 
all  ages 

Committee  Item:  DI72-1 1 13-C 
Petition: 

30459-DI-1113-D,  Pg.  288 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


349-646.1 

Subject:  Each  AC  shall  have  a 
ccym  or  other  structure  to 
provide  for  these  functions 

Committee  Item:  DI74-646.1-A 
Petition: 

31237-DI-646.I-D,Pg.  285 
Membership:  109;  Present:  88; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  first  sentence  of  646. 1 : 

In  each  annual  conference  there  shall  be  a 
conference  council  on  youth  ministry  or 
other  equivalent  structure  to  provide  for 
these  functions  and  maintain  the 
connectional  relationships,  or  the  . .  . 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


350-1102.6 

Subject:  Strengthen  language 

authorizing  GBOD's  work 

Committee  Item:  DI99-1 102.6-C 
Petition: 

30451-DI-1102.6-D,Pg.  287 
Membership:  109;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


351  -67.D 

Subject:  Ensure  products  one 
purchases  are  not  made  in 
sweatshop  conditions 

Committee  Item:  F037-67.D-A 
Petition: 

31089-FO-67.D-D,  Pg.  513 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  111; 
For:  111;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  first  sentence  of  67D: 
Consumers  should  exercise  their  eco- 
nomic power  to  b«th  encourage  the  manu- 
facture of  goods  that  are  necessary  and 
beneficial  to  humanity  while  avoiding  the 
desecration  of  the  environment  in  either 
production  or  consumption,  and  to  ensure 
that  the  products  they  purchase  ore  not 
avoid  purchasing  products  made  in 
sweatshop  conditions  by  where  workers 
are  being  exploited  because  of  their  age, 
gender,  or  economic  status. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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352  -67 

Subject:  Family  Tarms  and 

farmers 

Committee  Item:  F038-67-A 
Petition: 

30723-FO-67-D,  Pg.  513 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  111; 
For:  111;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  a  new  paragraph  to  67: 

Family  Farms — The  value  of  family 
farms  has  long  been  affirmed  as  a  signifi- 
cant foundation  for  free  and  democratic 
societies.  In  recent  years,  the  affirmation 
survival  of  independent  farmers  world- 
Hide  has  been  threatened  by  various  fac- 
tors, including  the  increasing 
concentration  of  all  phases  of  agriculture 
into  the  hands  of  a  limited  number  of 
transnational  corporations.  The  concen- 
tration of  the  food  supply  for  the  many 
into  the  hands  of  the  few,  raises  global 
questions  of  justice  that  cry  out  for  vigi- 
lance and  action. 

We  advocate  for  the  rights  of  all  people 
to  possess  personal  property,  to  earn  a 
living  by  tilling  the  soil,  and  to  cat  of  the 
bounty  of  Cod's  earth.    We  support  all 


fair  markets,  full  and  fair  prices,  and  free 
and  fair  properly  rights. 

\%'e  call  upon  the  agri-business  sector 
to  conduct  itself  »ilh  respect  for  human 
rights  primarily  in  the  responsible  stew- 
ardship of  daily  bread  for  the  world,  and 
secondarily  in  responsible  corporate  citi- 
zenship that  respects  the  rights  of  all 
farmers,  small  and  large,  to  receive  a  fair 
return  for  honest  labor.  IFe  advocate  for 
the  rights  of  people  to  possess  property  and 
to  earn  a  living  by  tilling  the  soil. 

We  call  upon  our  churches  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  speak  prophetically  to  the 
matters  of  food  supply  and  the  people 
M  ho  grow  the  food  for  the  world. 

I  )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


353  -68.F 

Subject:  Criminal  and 
restorative  justice 

Committee  Item:  F039-68.F-A 
Petition: 

30552-FO-68.F-D,  Pg.  515 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 13; 
For:  113;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Amend  the  next  to  the  last  sentence  to 
read: 

Through  God's  transforming  power,  re- 
storative justice  seeks  to  repair  the  damage, 
right  the  wrong,  and  bring  healing  to  all  in- 
volved, mciuding  the  victim,  the  offender, 
the  families,  and  the  community. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


354  -68 

Subject:  We  reject  war  as  a 
usual  instrument  of  national 
policy 

Committee  Item:  FO40-68-A 
Petition: 

31649-FO-68-D,  Pg.  513 
Membership:  116;  Present:  105; 
For:  100;Against:2;NotVoting:3; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  ^68G  by  substituting  the  follow- 
ing in  the  first  sentence  and  eliminating  the 
word  "therefore"  in  the  second  sentence: 

We  deplore  war  and  urge  the  peaceful 
settlement  of  all  disputes  among  nations. 
From  the  beginning,  the  Christian  con- 
science has  struggled  with  the  harsh  reali- 
ties of  violence  and  war,  for  these  evils 
clearly  frustrate  God's  loving  purposes  for 
humankind.  We  yearn  for  the  day  when 
there  will  be  no  more  war  and  people  will 
live  together  in  peace  and  justice.  Some  of 
us  believe  that  war,  and  other  acts  of  vio- 
lence, are  never  acceptable  to  Christians. 
We  also  acknowledge  that  most  Christians 
regretfully  realize  that,  when  peaceful  alter- 
natives have  failed,  the  force  of  arms  may 
be  preferable  to  unchecked  aggression,  tyr- 
anny and  genocide.  We  honor  the  witness 
of  pacifists  who  will  not  allow  us  to  become 
complacent  about  war  and  violence.  We 
also  respect  those  who  support  the  use  of 
force,  but  only  in  extreme  situations  and 
only  when  the  need  is  clear  beyond  reason- 
able doubt,  and  through  appropriate  inter- 
national organizations.  We  therefore 
urge... 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


355  -69 

Subject:  We  deplore  war  and 
use  peaceful  settlement  of  all 
disputes  among  nations 

Committee  Item:  F041-69-A 
Petition: 

31684-FO-69-D,  Pg.  516 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  107; 
For:  105;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


I 


The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend   1|69C  by  adding  to  the  second 
sentence  as  follows: 

We  therefore  reject  war  as  an  a  usual  m- 
strument  of  national  foreign  policy. 

( )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


356  -68.A 

Subject:  Basic  freedoms 

Committee  Item:  F053-68.A-C 
Petition: 

30551-FO-68.A-D,  Pg.  515 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 13; 
For:  1 07;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


357  -104 

Subject:  Use  language  consistent 
with  By  Water  and  the  Spirit 

Committee  Item:  FO60-104-C 
Petition: 

30318-FO-104-D,  Pg.  518 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 15; 
For:  1 08;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


358  -303 

Subject:  Ordination  for  the 
same  or  equivalent  order  is  not 
repeatable 

Committee  Item:  FO62-303-C 
Petition: 

30810-FO-303-D,  Pg.  521 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  113; 
For:  110;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


359  -267.6 

Subject:  To  receive  Native  Am. 
scholarship  student  agrees  to 
serve  2  yrs  in  NAUIM  church 

Committee  Item:  GJ10-267.6-C 
Petition: 

31290-GJ-267.6-D,  Pg.  711 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 
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The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


360  -650 

Subject:  Each  AC  shall  have  a 
coni.  comm.  on  Native  Am. 
ministry  or  other  structure  for 
these  functions 
Committee  Item:  GJ12-650-C 
Petition: 

31240-GJ-650-D,Pg.  714 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


361  -715 

Subject:  Program  planners  plan 
events  that  adequately 
accommodate  persons  with 
disabilities 

Committee  Item:  GJ36-715-C 
Petition: 

30414-GJ-715-D,Pg.  722 
Membership:  92;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

1  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


362  -703.2 

Subject:  Gen'l  agency 

organization  &  staff  titles 

Committee  Item:  GJ37-703.2-C 
Petition: 
31166-GJ-703.2-D,Pg.  717 
Membership:  92;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  1  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


363  -704 

Subject:  Gen'l  agencies  shall 
follow  reporting  format  that 
GCFA  provides  for  funds 
provided  by  this  one 

Committee  Item:  GJ38-704-C 
Petition: 
3il67-GJ-704-D,  Pg.  717 
Membership:  92;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


364  -721 

Subject:  Closed  sessions  w/be 
held  during  talks  w/attorney  or 
accountants  or  about  pending 
litigation 

Committee  Item:  GJ41-721-A 
Petition: 

31168-GJ-721-D,Pg.  723 
Membership:  92;  Present:  85; 
For:  83;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  Discipline  TI  721,  second 
paragraph  to  read: 

Great  restraint  should  be  used  in  closing 
meetings;  closed  sessions  should  be  used  as 
seldom  as  possible.  Subjects  that  may  be 
considered  in  closed  sessions  are  limited  to 
real  estate  matters;  negotiatons,  when  gen- 
eral knowledge  could  be  harmful  to  the  ne- 
gotiation process;  personnel  matters;  issues 
related  to  the  accreditation  or  approval  of 
institutions;  discussions  relating  to  pend- 
ing or  potential  litigation  or  collective  bar- 
gaining; communications  with  attorneys 
or  accountants;  deployment  of  security 
personnel  or  devices  and  negotiations  in- 
volving confidential  third-party  informa- 
tion. While  it  is  expected  that  the  General 
Conference,  the  Judicial  Council  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops  will  live  by  the  spirit 
of  this  paragraph,  each  of  these  constitu- 
tional bodies  is  governed  by  its  own  rules 
of  procedure. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


365  -2602 

Subject:  Update  the  schedule  for 

election  of  Judicial  Council 

members 

Committee  Item:  GJ56-2602-C 
Petition: 
31199-GJ-2602-D,  Pg.  731 
Mernbership:  92;  Present:  81; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


366  -2606 

Subject:  Change  "for  election" 

to  "to  serve" 

Committee  Item:  GJ59-2606-C 


Petition: 

31790-GJ-2606-D,Pg.  733 
Membership:  92;  Present:  73; 
For:  70;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


367-631.4 

Subject:  Disaster  response 

membership 

Committee  Item:  GM41-631.4-C 
Petition: 

30477-GM-631.4-D,Pg.  865 
Membership:  113;  Present:  99; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


368-631.3 

Subject:  There  shall  be  a 

conference  sec'ty  of  global 

ministries 

Committee  Item:  GM51-631.3-A 
Petition: 

31531-GM-631.3-D,Pg.  865 
Membership:  113;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 
Amend  first  paragraph  of  63 1 .3: 

There  shall  be  elected  annuolly  a  confer- 
ence secretary  of  global  ministries  who 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  annual  conference 
board  and  shall  be  a  the  member  of  the  an- 
nual conference  council  on  ministries  or 
equivalent  agency. 

There  shall  be  a  Conference  Secretary 
of  Global  Ministries  who  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Annual  Conference  board  and 
may  be  a  member  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence Council  on  Ministries  or  equivalent 
structure. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


369-631.6 

Subject:  Mission  volunteer 

ofTice 

Committee  Item:  GM57-631.6-C 
Petition: 

30602-GM-631.6-D,  Pg.  1355 
Membership:  113;  Present:  102; 
For:  102;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 
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The   Committee   recommends   concur-  The   Committee   recommends  concur-  The   Committee   recommends  concur- 

rence, rence.  rcnce. 

[  I  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  (  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


370-1302.14 

Subject:  Make  VIM  language 

consistent 

Committee  Item: 
GM58-1302.14-C 
Petition: 
31863-GM-1302.14-D,  Pg.  1355 

Membership:  113;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

371  -1312.1 

Subject:  Include  mission 
institutions  as  potential 
mortgagees 

Committee  Item:  GM59-1312.1-C 

Petition: 

31969-GM-1312.1-D 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


372  -1408.1 

Subiect:  Gen'l  Board  of  Higher 
Ed  &  Ministry  divisions 

Committee  Item:  HE60-1408.1-C 
Petition: 

30789-HE-1408.1-D,  Pg.  1010 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

TTie  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


373  -1428 

Subject:  GBHEM  schools  of 

theology  of  the  UMC 

Committee  Item:  HE61-1428-C 
Petition: 

30795-HE-1428-D,  Pg.  1017 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  91 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


374  -342 

Subject:  Interim  license  as  local 

pastor 

Committee  Item:  HE71-342-C 
Petition: 

30752-HE-342-D,  Pg.  973 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

Tlie  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

375-341.2 

Subject:  Licensed  full  time  local 
pastor  process  to  be  in 
accordance  with  GBHEM 
guidelines 

Committee  Item:  HE72-341.2-C 
Petition: 

30408-HE-341.2-D,Pg.  973 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


376-341.1 

Subject:  Probationary  members 
approved  annually  by  the  board 
of  ordained  ministry 

Committee  Item:  HE73-341.1-C 
Petition: 

30751-HE-341.1-D,  Pg.  972 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


377-341 

Subject:  Probationary  members 
commissioned  by  the  annual 
conference 

Committee  Item:  HE75-341-C 
Petition: 

30750-HE-341-D,  Pg.  972 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


378  -1427 

Subject:  GBHEM  section  of 

elders  and  local  pastors 

Committee  Item:  HE85-1427-C 
Petition: 

30794-HE-1427-D,  Pg.  1015 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


379  -1426 

Subject:  GBHEM  Section  of 

deacons  and  diaconal  ministries 

Committee  Item:  HE86-1426-C 
Petition: 

30793-HE-1426-D,  Pg.  1014 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


380  -1425 

Subject:  GBHEM  section  of 

chaplains  and  related  ministries 

Committee  Item:  HE87-1425-C 
Petition: 

30792-HE-1425-D,  Pg.  1012 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


381  -1424 

Subject:  Division  of  Ordained 

Ministry 

Committee  Item:  HE88-1424-C 
Petition: 

30791-HE-1424-D,  Pg.  1011 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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382  -325.4 

Subject:  Change  the  word 

disability  to  incapacity 

Committee  Item:  HE103-325.4-C 
Petition: 

30406-HE-325.4-D,  Pg.  960 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  89;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


383  -336 

Subject:  Add  paragraph  (See 

Para.  335. l.d)  reference 

Committee  Item:  HEl  10-336-C 
Petition: 

30812-HE-336-D,  Pg.  969 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


384  -340 

Subject:  Local  pastor  license  for 
pastoral  ministry 

Committee  Item:  HEl  12-340-C 
Petition: 

30749-HE-340-D,  Pg.  970 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


385  -642 

Subject:  AC  shall  designate 
responsible  indiv  for  new 
responsiblities  assigned  to 
Comm.on  Sm.  Memb.Ch 
Committee  Item:  IC25-642-C 
Petition: 

31106-IC-642-D,  Pg.  1090 
Membership:  73;  Present:  67; 
For:  67;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


386  -638.1 

Subject:  AC  shall  have  a 
conf.com.  on  archives  &  history 
or  other  structure  to  provide  for 
these  functions 
Committee  Item:  IC26-638.I-C 
Petition: 

3I231-IC-638.1-D,Pg.  1089 
Membership:  73;  Present:  68; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


387-642.1 

Subject:  Update  specific  data  to 

help  the  small  membership 

church 

Committee  Item:  IC27-642.1-C 
Petition: 

31107-IC-642.1-D,Pg.  1091 
Membership:  73;  Present:  68; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


388  -639.1 

Subject:  AC  shall  have 
organization  for  CUIC  or  other 
structure  to  maintain  the 
connections 

Committee  Item:  IC28-639.1-C 
Petition: 

31232-IC-639.I-D,  Pg.  1089 
Membership:  73;  Present:  67; 
For:  66;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


389  -2003 

Subject:  There  shall  be  4  yg 
people  between  18  and  30  and  2 
Between  12  and  17  yrs  of  age  on 
GCORR 

Committee  Item:  IC30-2003-C 
Petition: 

31256-IC-2003-D,  Pg.  1094 
Membership:  73;  Present:  66; 
For:  63;  Against:  I ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


390-643  1 

Subject:  Each  AC  shall  have  a 
com.  on  communications  or 
other  structure  to  maintain 
connections 

Committee  Item:  IC3I-643.I-C 
Petition: 

31236-IC-643.1-D,Pg.  1091 
Membership:  73;  Present:  67; 
For:  67;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

391  -641 

Subject:  Each  AC,  including 
CC,  a  conf.  commission  on  tlie 
status  «&  role  of  women  or  other 
structure 

Committee  Item:  IC32-641-C 
Petition: 

31234-IC-641-D,Pg.  1090 
Membership:  73;  Present:  66; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


392  -639.2 

Subject:  Add  the  conference 
ecumenical  officer  as  an  ex 
officio  member  of  conf.  ccuic 

Committee  Item:  IC33-639.2-C 
Petition: 

308I7-IC-639.2-D,  Pg.  1090 
Membership:  73;  Present:  64; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


393  -642 

Subject:  AC  shall  have  conf. 
comm.  on  small  membership 
church  or  other  structure 

Committee  Item:  IC34-642-C 
Petition: 

3I235-IC-642-D,  Pg.  1091 
Membership:  73;  Present:  66; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence'  Date  / 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  6 


Consent  Calendar  A03 


1969 


394-640.1 

Subject:  AC  shall  have  a  R&R 
commission  or  other  structure  to 
provide  for  these  functions 

Committee  Item:  1C35-640.1-C 
Petition: 

31233-1C-640.1-D,  Pg.  1090 
Membership:  73;  Present:  66; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

1  ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


395  -1902.4 

Subject:  Delete  subparagraph 

1902.4 

Committee  Item:  IC36-1902.4-C 
Petition: 

30826-IC-1902.4-D,  Pg.  1093 
Membership:  73;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


396-1903.15 
Subject:  Advocate  for 
appropriate  funding  and  oversee 
disoursement  of  L'M  funds 

Committee  Item:  IC37-1903.15-C 
Petition: 

30828-IC-1903.15-D,  Pg.  1093 
Membership:  73;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


397-1906.1 

Subject:  Remove  term  date 

Committee  Item:  IC38-1906.1-C 
Petition: 

30829-IC-1906.1-D,  Pg.  1093 
Membership:  73;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 


I  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


398  -2008.7 

Subject:  GCRR  shall  adminster 
the  Nlinoritv  Group  Self- 
Determination  Fund 


Committee  Item:  IC39-2008.7-C 
Petition: 

30730-IC-2008.7-D,  Pg.  1094 
Membership:  73;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


399  -2402 

Subject:  Financial  support  for 

ecumenical  organizations 

Committee  Item:  IC40-2402-C 
Petition: 

31187-IC-2402-D,  Pg.  1099 
Membership:  73;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


400  -244 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  LC40-244-C 
Petition: 

30343-LC-244-D,  Pg.  1113 
Membership:  98;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


401    257 

Subject:  Add  position  of 

coordinator  of  small-group 

ministries 

Committee  Item:  LC47-257-C 
Petition: 

30426-LC-257-D,  Pg.  1123 
Membership:  98;  Present:  79; 
For:  75;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


402   259 

Subject:  Revised  UMM  purpose 

and  program  scope 

Committee  Item:  LC48-259-A 
Petition: 

30277-LC-259-D,  Pg.  1127 
Membership:  98;  Present:  80; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 


Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  259: 

Each  church  or  charge  shall  have  an  or- 
ganized unit  of  United  Methodist  Men  char- 
tered and  annually  recertified  through  the 
General  Commission  on  United  Methodist 
Men  to  provide  a  dedicated  ministry  for 
building  men  spiritually  and  anolhef 
channel  for  involving  men  in  the  total  min- 
istry of  the  Church  (H  2302). 

Local  church  resources  material  for 
supporting  efTective  men's  ministries  er- 

ganization  and  implementniion  of  the  min- 
istry of  men  ot  the  local  church  shall  be 
provided  by  the  district,  conference,  and 
jurisdictional  organizations  of  United 
Methodist  Men  and  lovcla  Gholl  be  pro 
vided  by  the  General  Commission  on 
United  Methodist  Men  (1|2302), 

United  Methodist  Men  exists  to  declare 
the  centrality  of  Christ  in  every  man's 
life.  Men's  ministry  leads  to  the  spiritual 
growth  of  men  and  effective  discipleship. 
This  purpose  is  served  as  men  are  called 
to  model  the  servant  leadership  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Individual  and  group  strategies  form 
the  foundation  of  UMMen  ministry. 

a)Enhance  Evangelism,  Mission,  and 
Spiritual  Life  (EMS),  as  men  become  ser- 
vant leaders. 

b)Advocate  programs  that  train  men 
within  local  churches  to  promote  specific 
ministries  including  prayer,  missions, 
stewardship,  and  CivicA'outh  Serving 
Ministries. 

c)Forge  pastoral  partnerships  by  men 
committed  to  the  effective  support  and 
service  of  clergy  and  local  congregations. 

d)Enhance  organizational  strength 
through  effective  leadership,  resources, 
membership  growth,  and  financial  ac- 
countability. 

e)Assi$t  men  in  their  ever-changing 
relationships,  roles  and  responsibilities 
in  the  family  setting,  workplace,  and  so- 
ciety. 

OUnderstand  the  organization,  doc- 
trines, and  beliefs  of  The  United  Method- 
ist Church. 

g)Fuinil  the  membership  vows 
through  the  commitment  to  prayer,  pres- 
ence, gifts,  and  service  in  congregational 
life. 

h)Fuinil  the  Great  Commission  with 
and  through  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  one  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

ir  United  Methodiol  Mennhallbeaofe- 
alive  9upportive  fellowahip  of  men  who 
9eei«  to  Icnow  Jesus  Chnst,  to  grow  apintu 
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ally,  and  to  seek  daily  his  will.  Its  primary 
purpose  is  to  declare  the  ccntrality  of  Christ 
in  the  li%'es  of  men  and  in  all  their  relation- 
ships. The  major  concerns  ore 

To  encourage  knowledge  of  and  support 
for  the  total  mission  of  The  United  Method 
ist  Church. 

To  engage  in  evangelism  by  sharing  the 
fullness  of  the  gospel  in  it's  personal  and  sO' 
cial  dimensions. 

To  clarify  and  speak  to  the  identity  and 
role  of  the  man  in  contemporary  society. 

To  seek  commitment  to  discipleship. 

To  study  and  become  familiar  with  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  its  organization, 
doctrines,  and  belief. 

To  cooperate  with  all  units  of  United 
Methodist  Men  in  obtaining  these  objec 
tives    through    district,    conforcnco.    and 
churchwidc  goal. 

i  4.  Men  seeking  membership  in  a  local 
unit  of  United  Methodist  Men  will  be  asked 
to  subscribe  to  the  major  concerns  strate- 
gies listed  in  2  3  above  and  to  these  personal 

objectives: 

a)  To  engage  daily  in  Bible  study  and 
prayer. 

b)  To  bear  witness  to  Christ's  way  in 
daily  work  and  in  all  personal  contacts 
through  words  and  action. 

c)  To  engage  in  Christian  service. 

Ai  5.  Units  of  United  Methodist  Men 
may  be  organized  in  one  or  more  compo- 
nents within  formed  in  clusters  and  in  other 


groupings  of  a  local  churches  as  needed. 
Multiple  local  churches  may  also  form  a 
single  unit  of  United  Methodist  Men  ac- 
cording to  their  needs. 

6.  Membership  The  local  organiza- 
tion of  United  Methodist  Men  shall  be 
open  to  any  man  who  indicates  his  desire 
to  belong  and  to  participate  in  the  minis- 
try of  the  church  through  United  Meth- 
odist Men.  composed — »f — M — male 
members  of  the  local  congregation.  Non 
professing  members  of  the  locol  church 
may  also  be  full  participator)'  members. 

#7  7.  The  daty  appointed  pa3tor(s) 
clergy  of  the  local  church  or  charge  shall 
be  ex-officio  member(s)  of  the  unit  and  its 
executive  committee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


403  -245 

Subject:  Simplify  inclusive 

language 

Committee  Item:  LC52-245-C 
Petition: 

30345-LC-245-D,  Pg.  1113 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  80;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


404  -249 

Subject:  Give  churches  the 
responsibility/permission  to 
start  new  churches 

Committee  Item:  LC56-249-A 
Petition: 

30423-LC-249-D,  Pg.  1115 
Membership:  98;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  249.20  and  add  a  new 
subparagraph: 

20  The  charge  conference  shall  have 
such  other  duties  and  responsibilities  as  the 
General,  jurisdictionol,  or  annual  confer- 
ence may  duly  commit  to  it.  When  autho- 
rized by  the  district  superintendent  and 
the  district  board  of  church  location  and 
building,  the  charge  conference  shatt 
may  provide  for  the  sponsoring  of  satel- 
lite congregations  or  new  churches. 

21.  The  charge  conference  shall  have 
such  other  duties  and  responsibilities  as  the 
General,  jurisdictional,  or  annual  confer- 
ence may  duly  commit  to  it. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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405  -NonDis 

Subject:  Macedonian  call  from 

Methodists  in  Southern  Europe 

Committee  Item:  CC 1 0-NonDis-C 

Petition: 

31098-CC-NonDis-O,Pg.  1149 
Membership:  39;  Present:  16; 
For:  14;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


406  -R234 

Subject:  Drug  &  alcohol 

concerns 

Committee  Item:  CS59-R234-C 


Corrections  to  Consent 
Calendar  BOl 

76  -NonDis 

This  Calendar  Item  was  removed 
from  Consent  Calendar  BOl  because 
it  was  incorrectly  reported  as  having 
no  financial  impUcations. 

77  -NonDis 

This  Calendar  Item  was  removed 
from  Consent  Calendar  BOl  because 
it  was  incorrectly  reported  as  having 
no  financial  implications. 


Petition: 

30556-CS-R234-U,  Pg.  1819 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


407  -R247 

Subject:  Eradicating  abusive 

child  labor 

Committee  Item:  CS60-R247-C 
Petition: 

30557-CS-R247-U,  Pg.  1 14 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 
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The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


408  -R540 

Subject:  Amnesty'  International 
proposes  ending  abuses  based 
on  sexual  orientation  and 
defends  rights 

Committee  Item:  CS61-R540-C 
Petition: 

30647-CS-R540-U,  Pg.  145 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  1 0 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


409  -R202 

Subject:  Charter  for  racial 
justice  policies 

Committee  Item:  CS62-R202-C 
Petition: 

30854-CS-R202-U,  Pg.  113 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


410-NonDis 
Subject:  UMC  adopt  the 
"Living  Wage"  model 
Committee  Item:  CS63-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31755-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1644 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


411  -NonDis 
Subject:  Participate  in 
celebration  of  National  Donor 
Sabbath 

Committee  Item:  CS64-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31774-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  102 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


412  -NonDis 

Subject:  Nat'l  gambling  impact 

study  commission  report 

Committee  Item:  CS65-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31847-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1269 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


413  -NonDis 

Subject:  Pathways  to  economic 

justice 

Committee  Item:  CS66-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31949-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1645 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Comminee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


414  -R539 

Subject:  Human  rights 

Committee  Item:  CS67-R539-C 
Petition: 

30520-CS-R539-U,  Pg.  144 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


415  -R440 

Subject:  Continue  the  Concern 

for  NVorkers  Task  Force 

Committee  Item:  CS68-R440-C 
Petition: 

30292-CS-R440-U,  Pg.  122 
Membership:  120;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


416  -R549 

Subject:  Immigrants  in  the 
US:ministries  of  hospitality, 
advocacy  &  justice 

Committee  Item:  CS69-R549-A 
Petition: 

30521-CS-R549-U,  Pg.  145 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  "Immigrants  in  the  United 
States:  Ministries  of  Hospitality,  Advo- 
cacy, and  Justice,"  p.549.  Book  of  Resolu- 
tions: 

Immigrants  in  the  United  States: 

Ministries  of  Hospitality,  Advocacy,  and 
Justice 

Our  Christian  roots  are  centered  among 
people  who  were  sojourners  in  the  land. 
Throughout  history,  people  have  been  up- 
rooted under  conditions  similar  to  that  of 
Mary  and  Joseph,  who  were  forced  to  flee  to 
save  the  life  of  their  son.  Most  of  our  own 
forefathers  and  foremothers  were  immi- 
grants to  this  country.  The  Bible  is  clear 
about  how  we  should  treat  these  wanderers: 

When  strangers  sojourn  with  you  in  your 
land,  you  shall  not  do  them  WTong.  The 
strangers  who  sojourn  with  you  shall  be  to 
you  as  the  natives  among  you,  and  you  shall 
love  them  as  yourself;  for  you  were  strang- 
ers in  the  land  of  Egypt 

(Leviticus  19:33-34,  Revised  Standard 
Version) 

Immigrants  come  to  the  United  SUtes 
because  communities  throughout  our 
world  are  suffering  from  war,  civil  conflict, 
economic  hardships,  environmental  de- 
struction, and  persecution  for  political,  re- 
ligious, ethnic,  or  social  reasons.  They 
come  seeking  food  and  shelier-ref- 
uge-but  instead  they  are  met  with  closed 
doors  and  detention  centers  fueled  by  at- 
titudes of  racism,  ncnophobla  fear  or  ha- 
tred of  foreigners  and  hostility. 
Immigrants  with  or  without  legal  status 
are  vulnerable  to  human  rights  abuses 
starting  with  eoyotcs  people  who  provide 
illegal  transportation  into  the  United 
States  to  the  sub-standard  working  con- 
ditions and  low-wages  that  swell  business 
profits.  Often  immigrants  are  forced  into 
prostitution  and  other  forms  of  illegal 
work  in  order  to  pay  their  transportation 
debt  The  World  Council  of  Churches  re- 
ports that  two  out  of  every  100  human  bc- 
ing9  afc  fleeing  their  country,  and  many 
families  arc  forcibly  displaced  within  their 
own  countries.  For  these  reasons,  we  stand 
firmly  opposed  to  slate  or  federal  legisla- 
tive action  such  as  that  proposed  in  the  fed- 
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eral  Illegal  Immigration  Reform  and 
Immigrant  Responsibility  Act  of  1996, 

California's  Proposition  1 87  or  any  similar 
legislation  which  discriminates  against 
immigrants  and  that  may  have  the  follow- 
ing effects: 

—  Public  Schools:  Districts  are  re- 
quired to  verify  the  legal  status  of  students 
enrolling  for  the  first  time.  The  status  of 
parents  or  guardians  of  students  must  also 
be  verified; 

—  Higher  Education:  Undocumented 
immigrants  are  barred  from  community 
colleges  and  public  institutions  of  higher 
learning; 

—  //ea/f/i:  Undocumented  immigrants 
as  well  as  legal  immigrants  are  ineligible 
for  public  health  services,  except  for  emer- 
gency care; 

—  Welfare:  Undocumented  immi- 
grants as  well  as  legal  immigrants  are  al- 
ready ineligible  for  the  major  welfare 
programs.  Most  child-welfare  and  fos- 
ter-care benefits  are  also  eliminated; 

—  Law  Enforcement:  Service  provid- 
ers are  required  to  report  suspected 

undocumented  immigrants.  Law-en- 
forcement agencies  must  verify  the  resi- 
dency status  of  individuals  arrested  or 
suspected  of  being  in  the  United  States  ille- 
gally. When  legal  residency  cannot  be 
proved,  the  person  will  be  reported  to  the 
United  States  Immigration  and  Naturaliza- 
tion Service. 

With  grace  and  concern,  the  Church  must 
address  the  legal,  economic,  social,  and  hu- 
man rights  conditions  of  people  who  are  le- 
gal or  undocumented  immigrants,  and  it 
must  oppose  the  introduction  of  legislation 
by  Congress  or  any  state  that  would  cause 
human  suffering  and  a  denial  of  such  indi- 
vidual's rights  as  interpreted  through  our 
biblical  understanding  of  God's  grace  to  all 
peoples,  but  especially  to  the  sojourner.  Our 
faith,  grounded  in  Christ  and  in  the  Wes- 
leyan  call  to  work  for  prophetic  justice, 
calls  us  to  follow  our  Social  Principles  and 
respond  in  appropriate  and  direct  ways  to 
prevent  harm  to  the  sojourner. 

Jesus  teaches  us  to  show  special  concern 
for  the  poor  and  oppressed  who  come  to  our 
land  seeking  survival  and  peace.  We  call 
upon  United  Methodists  individuals  and 
churches  in  the  United  States  and  through 
general  boards  and  agencies  throughout 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to  do  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1 .  Actively  oppose  anti-immigrant  legis- 
lative action  and  support  legislative  action 
that  protects  the  poor  and  oppressed  in  their 
quest  for  survival  and  peace; 

2.  Urge  stringent  policing  and  penalties 
for  coyotes  (illegal  transporters);  ond  thooe 


individuals,  businesses,  or  groups  that  fuel 
them  and  other  exploiters  of  undocumented 
immigrants,  since  their  activities  may  cause 
immigrants  to  suffer  serious  injury  or  death; 

3.  Urge  that  humane  and  fair  n-eatment  be 
extended  to  all  immigrants  by  business  and 
agricultural  groups; 

4.  Advocate  human  rights  (political,  eco- 
nomic, and  civil)  for  all  people,  including 
the  strangers  who  sojourn  in  our  land; 

5.  Support  communities  and  congrega- 
tions by  prayer  and  action  where  anti-immi- 
grant measures  are  may  be  implemented; 

6.  Continue  to  work  with  community  or- 
ganizations to  provide  forums  for  citizens 
to  voice  concerns,  educate  one  another,  and 
confront  the  problems  of  racism  and  xeno- 
phobia fear  or  hatred  of  foreigners  as  ob- 
stacles to  building  community; 

7.  Continue  to  work  with  civic  and  legal 
organizations  to  support  communities  who 
are  now,  or  will  be,  affected  by  the  destruc- 
tive, deteriorating  social  issues  raised  by 
anti-immigrant  measures; 

8.  Support  the  legal  needs  of  immi- 
grants through  church  based  immigra- 
tion clinics. 

Finally,  we  call  upon  United  Methodists 
to  practice  hospitality  and  express  our  com- 
mitment to  an  inclusive  Church  and  society 
through  all  our  ministries  in  the  spirit  of  our 
biblical  tradition: 

Do  not  oppress  an  alien;  you  yourselves 
know  how  it  feels  to  be  aliens,  because  you 
were  aliens  in  Egypt.  (Exodus  23:9,  New 
International  Version)  ADOPTED  1996 

See  Social  Principles  \  68A  and  H  69A; 
"Immigrants  and  Refiigees:  To  Love  the 
Sojourner." 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


417  -R473 

Subject:  The  practice  of 
contractualization  and 
subcontractualization  which 
abuses  workers 

Committee  Item:  CSl  18-R473-A 
Petition: 

31769-CS-R473-U,  Pg.  1829 
Membership:  120;  Present:  97; 
For:  87;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

D.  Investors  svith  Employers  engage  in 
cheap  labor  practice  contractualization 
and  sub-contractualization  vi^Heh — are 
schemes  that  deny  workers.... 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


418  -NonDis 

Subject:  Eliminate  violent  video 

game  machines 

Committee  Item: 
CS119-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30215-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  48 
Membership:  120;  Present:  97; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

1 )  the  United  Methodist  Church  advocate 
at  state  and  federal  levels  for  the  elimination 
of  violent  content  coin  operated  video 
games  that  speciFically  target  children 
and  youth  from  businesses  that  are  frC' 
qucnted  by  children  and  fomilies.  specifi- 
cally those  games  that  glorify  death,  show 
killing,  especially  with  mounted  guns, 
blood  splattering,  and  bodies  or  body  parts 
exploding  and  depict  all  acts  of  violence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


419  -NonDis 

Subject:  Gen'l  Conf.  protest 
alcoholic  beverages  being 
advertised  in/near  all  Olympic 
Games 

Committee  Item: 
CS120-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30679-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  85 
Membership:  120;  Present:  97; 
For:  82;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1 3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Be  it  resolved...at  or  near  (Ik  all  Olym- 
pics games  in  Salt  Lake  city;  and  ... 

...the  Olympic  Organizing  Commit- 
tees in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


420  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  efforts  to  keep 

the  children-drug-free  & 

Committee  Item: 
CS122-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
31382-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  97 
Membership:  120;  Present:  96; 
For:  88;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Resolution  Pray fer the 

Children — Drug  free  ond  Sofe  to  support 
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efforts  to  keep  children  drug-free  and  safe 

...We.  the  General  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodisl  Church,  support  the  ef- 
fons  "Pniy  for  the  Children — Dnig  Free 
ond  Safe"  that  enable  young  people  etm  to 
have  ftjil  lives... 

4.  We  further  call. ..to  challenge  young 
people  and  their  elders  to  say.... 

7.  We  direct  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  to  promote,  prepare  develop  and 
promoleresource  matenals.  and  in  other 
woys  lo  implement... 

I  1  Concurrence  [  |  Nonconcurrcncc  Date 


421  -NonDis 

Subject:  .Ask  gov'ts  to  impose 

moratorium  on  death  penalty 

Committee  Item: 
CS124-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30262-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  49 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  60;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  30; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

I  petition  Therefore  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  United  Methodisl  Church 
(«-e«>4)  calls  upon  the  go\  ernment  to  enact 
■  4  year  an  immediate  moratorium  ear- 
ning out  of  the  death  penalty  sentence. 

e<rtiM»d-t>VA  and  other  evidence  can  be 
eomplclfly  exhausted  with  current  death 
fow  inmates  to  ensure  that  no  innocent 
person  is  occutcd.  1  also  petition  Be  it 
further  resohed  that  the  2000  General 
Conference,  the  Secretary  of  the  General 
Conference,  the  College  of  Bishops,  and  the 
General  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  invite  the  Governors  and 
Senators  from  the  50  USA  states  and  the 
President.  Vice  President  and  major  candi- 
dates for  President  of  the  United  States  to 
take  a  strong  stand  for  this  moratorium.  1 
further  petition  Be  it  further  resolved  that 
such  a  request  or  invitation  to  government 
officials  should  be  made  within  m  40 
days 

I  1  Coocurrcnce  [  J  Nonconcurrcncc  Date  / 


422  -R502 

Subject:  Capital  punishment 

Committee  Item:  CS125-R502-A 
Petition: 

3I734-CS-R502-U,  Pg.  135 
Membership:  120;  Present:  91; 
For  72;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  14; 
Date:  5/6 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  present  resolution: 

The  I'nited  Methodist  Church  recom- 
mends the  following  specific  actions: 

1.  Congregations,  district,  confer- 
ences, and  ecumenical  coalitions  in  sov- 
ereign nations  and  lesser  political  entities 
where  the  death  penalty  is  currently 
practiced  are  called  to  take  overt  action 
to  change  the  laws  and  social  conditions 
which  produce  this  violent  act. 

2.  Persons  and  groups  who  take  this 
moral  issue  into  the  public  arena  (such  as 
addressing  elected  officials,  vigils,  let- 
ter-writing campaigns,  paid  advertising, 
and  other  responsible  direct  action)  will 
be  supported  by  the  church. 

3.  The  General  Boards  of  Global  Min- 
istries and  Church  and  Society  and  their 
affiliates  throughout  the  denomination 
and  ecumenical  partnerships  are  called 
to  develop  strategies  of  education  and  po- 
litical action  to  overcome  the  evil  of  capi- 
tal punishment. 

4.  The  global  scope  of  the  protest  sum- 
mons the  people  of  the  church  to  seri- 
ously oppose  this  abhorrent  practice, 
and  for  United  Methodist  persons  to  in- 
corporate this  protest  into  their  personal 
social  conscience. 

5.  Commend  the  people  who  have  pro- 
vided moral  judgement,  prophetic  in- 
sight, pastoral  care  for  those  who  suffer 
from  this  practice,  and  have  born  the 
pain  of  hostility  and  indifference  lo  this 
advocacy. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuncnce  Date   / 

423  -NonDis 

Subject:  Commit  to  childcare 

and  child  advocacy 

Committee  Item:  Di61-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30311-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  297 
Membership:  109;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Additions  made  in  ^  d  2nd  paragraph  1  st 
sentence. 

add  an  additional  ^g  on  page  299 

CHILDCARE  AND  THE  CHURCH: 
A  NEW  RESOLUTION 

d.  Personnel:  As  congregations  seek  to 
support  childcare  programs,  salary,  bene- 
fits, and  support  of  the  staff  of  these  pro- 
grams should  be  of  concern  and  subject  to 
revnew  and  discussion  to  insure  the  best  for 
the  children  and  families  involved.  Congre- 


gations must  assure  that  children  are  served 
through  the  best  caregivers.  Congregations 
have  a  responsibility  to  advocate  for  higher 
pay  and  benefits  for  childcare  workers. 
These  professional  caregivers  should  main- 
tain excellence  and  integrity  in  the  impor- 
tant job  they  do.  and  they  should  be 
appropriately  compensated  for  it. 

With  increased  concern  around  issues 
of  child  abuse,  congregations  need  to  assure 
that  all  childcare  providers  have  been  ade- 
quately screened  for  child  abuse  and  ne- 
glect in  accordance  with  laws  of  local 
jurisdiction,  especially  in  the  area  of  sex- 
ual misconduct.  Appropriate  screening 
protects  the  children,  the  childcare  provid- 
ers, and  the  congregation.  The  personnel  is- 
sue also  includes  a  concern  for  the 
education  and  training  of  childcare  work- 
ers. A  yearly  plan  for  continuing  education 
should  be  part  of  the  congregation's  support 
for  childcare  providers.  Many  childcare 
providers  have  extensive  training  and  edu- 
cation in  the  field.  Ihey  are  good  sources 
for  training  of  those  who  work  with  children 
in  other  areas  of  the  church,  including 
childcare  workers  for  Sunday  services. 
Sunday  school  teachers,  and  vacation  Bible 
school  teachers.  For  those  who  are  hired 
without  proper  training  and  education,  the 
congregations  should  sponsor  and  encour- 
age attendance  at  continuing  education 
events. 

g.  Call  upon  the  GBOD  in  consultation 
with  GCFA  to  make  available  to  local  con- 
gregations resources  that  address  legal  as- 
pects and  procedures  to  follow  in 
establishing  childcare  facilities  and/or 
programs. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


424  -NonDis 

Subject:  Children's  Sabbath 

date 

Comminee  Item:  DI62-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31778-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  306 
Membership:  109;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  stnke  out 
third  and  replace  with  second  in  fifth  para- 
graph 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  the  th»fd 
j*co/i</ weekend  of  October  be  identified  as 
the  Children's  Sabbath  on  the  program  cal- 
endar of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
throughout  the  next  quadrennium, 

(  )  ConcurrerKc  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Dsle   / 
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425  -NonDis 

Subject:  Feasibility  of  young 

adult  ministries  organization 

Committee  Item:  D164-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31804-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1274 
Membership:  109;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

31 804  DI  NonDis  O 

Whereas,  the  only  established  ministry 
for  young  adults  is  the  Student  Movement 
whose  target  audience  is  limited  to  college 
students  and  no  forum  or  structure  exists 
that  allows  for  self-determination  for  young 
adults;  and 

Whereas,  young  adults  are  vital  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church;  and 

Whereas,  not  all  ministries  are  applicable 
to  all  age  groups;  and 

Whereas,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  ministries  specifically  designed  for  per- 
sons with  common  interests. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  there  bo  dia 
loguc  bet>vccn  the  United  Methodiat  No 
tional  Youth  Ministry  Organization,  the 
United  Methodist  Student  Movement,  and 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  the  feasibility  of  a 
Young  Adult  Ministries  Organization.  Ex' 
pcnscs  shall  be  covered  by  their  respective 
organizations. — These   organizations   will 
present  their  findings  and  reoommenda 
tions  to  the  General  Conference  in  2004. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  there  be 
a  study  team  formed  to  dialogue,  research, 
and  plan  to  evaluate  the  continually 
changing  needs  of  young  adult  ministry. 
Additionally  the  team  will  make  recom- 
mendations for  I)  Assisting  local  churches 
and  Annual  Conference  in  developing  ef- 
fective ministries  for  18-30  year  old  young 
adults:  2)  Assess  the  need  and  funding  pat- 
tern for  organizations  that  focuses  on 
church-wide  effort  on  young  adult  minis- 
try at  the  general  church,  annual  confer- 
ence and  central  conference  level  where 
they  do  not  currently  exist;  3)Find  and 
learn  from  vital  local  ministries  for  young 
adults.  4)  Design  strategies  for  reaching 
out  to  young  adults  in  relevant  ways;  4) 
Create  a  long-term  plan  which  will  allow 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be  on  the 
"cutting  edge"  of  ministry  with  young 
adults.  The  shall  be  a  collaborative  part- 
nership between  The  National  Youth  Min- 
istry Organization,  The  United  Methodist 
Student  Movement,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Selected  staff  persons 
shall  serve  as  resources  for  the  team.  Each 


of  these  boards  shall  choose  a  non-board 
member  to  serve  on  the  study  team.  All 
other  General  Agencies  (^702.2)  shall  des- 
ignate one  young  adult  board  member  or 
staff  person  from  their  agency  to  partici- 
pate on  the  study  team.  The  study  team 
shall  seek  to  be  inclusive  giving  special  at- 
tention to  age,  geographic  representation, 
and  educational  and  marital  status.  Ex- 
penses for  each  of  the  participants  shall  be 
covered  by  their  respective  agency.  The 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  shall  have 
the  responsibility  to  convene  the  study 
team  and  provide  adequate  administrative 
resources.  Upon  completion  of  report,  the 
study  team  shall  report  back  to  The  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


426  -NonDis 
Subject:  GBOD  &  other 
agencies  network  to  develop 
financial  and  stewardship 
education 

Committee  Item:  DI77-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31141-DI-NonDis-0,Pg.  302 
Membership:  109;  Present:  85; 
For:  84;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  encourage 
a  new  resource  packet  on  stewardship  be 
developed  for  today's  small  membership 
and  rural  churches;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  encourage 
resources  be  developed  for  training  pastors 
and  lay  leadership  regarding  personal  tith- 
ing, speaking  about  stewardship  and  fi- 
nances, and  negotiating  pastoral 
compensation;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  a  leadership 
team  be  formed  with  individuals  from  the 
above-named  groups  to  follow  through  on 
these  concerns. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


427  -R430 

Subject:  The  Appalachian 

Mission 

Committee  Item:  DI79-R430-C 
Petition: 

31349-DI-R430-U,  Pg.  306 
Membership:  109;  Present:  84; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  j  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


428  -NonDis 
Subject:  Celebration  of 
Indochinese-Am  ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI97-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31782-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  103 
Membership:  109;  Present:  81; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


429  -NonDis 

Subject:  Restorative  justice 

Committee  Item:  F049-NonDis-C 

Petition: 

30850-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  539 
Membership:  116;  Present:  112; 
For:  1 10;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


430  -NonDis 
Subject:  Bishops  uphold 
opposition  and  call  to  abolish 
capital  punishment 

Committee  Item:  FO50-NonDis-A 

Petition: 

31681-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  550 
Membership:  116;  Present:  III; 
For:  111;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Change  the  title  to  read:  Capital  Punish- 
ment 

Whereas,  more  than  600  persons  will 
have  been  executed  in  the  United  States 
since  the  death  penalty  was  resumed  in 
1977; and 

Whereas,  of  the  more  than  200  of  these 
homicides  corned  out  by  the  sate  of  Texas 
since  1982  all  but  37  of  which  since  1990 
were  performed  under  the  guidance  of  two 
governors  who  are  active  United  Method 
ists;  and 

Whereas,  total  executions  for  1 999  in  the 
US  will  reach  100  or  more  for  the  first  time 
in  more  than  half  a  century;  and 

Whereas,  the  US  ranked  fourth  in  the 
world  for  executions  in  1997;  after  Soudi 
Arabic,  Iran  and  China;  and 
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Whereas,  the  US  is  the  only  nation  in  the 
West  which  has  not  abolished  the  death 
penalty;  and 

Whereas,  the  then  Methodist  Church 
WQ5  the  first  major  denomination  in  tho  US 
le  officially  opposed  the  death  penalty  as 
early  as  General  Conference.  1956;  and 

Whereas,  the  1980  General  Conference 
resolution  represents  one  of  the  most  elo- 
quent and  prophetic  of  all  religious  expres- 
sions of  opposition  to  the  death  penalty; 
especially  in  its  emphasis  on  the  brutnlining 
of  sooilTv  by  the  stotc's  cneourugcmcnt  of 
vengeance  in  iisuseofcopiialpuniahment. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Council 
of  Bishops  be  instruotod  encouraged  to 
honor  and  uphold  the  tew  teachings  of 
United  Methodism  as  expressed  in  para- 
graph 68F  of  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline. 
opposing  and  calling  for  the  abolition  of 
capital  punishment,  requinng  requesting 
all  clergy  and  lay  officials  to  preach,  teach 
and  exemplify  its  sacred  intent — especially 
by  calling  upon  governors  and  state  legisla- 
tors in  capital  punishment  states  to  com- 
mute present  death  sentences  to  life 
imprisonment  and  work  for  the  abolition  of 
capital  punishment  as  historically  advo- 
cated by  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

(  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

431  -R103 

Subject:  UMC  affirms  adoption 

Committee  Item:  FO52-R103-A 
Petition: 

30834-FO-R103-U,  Pg.  556 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 14; 
For:  11 3;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  the  first  paragraph  to  read: 

Every  child  is  a  child  of  God  and  de- 
serves to  grow  up  in  a  safe,  healthy,  and  lov- 
ing family  environment.  However  For  a 
variety  of  reasons,  including  unwanted 
pregnancy,  family  violence,  addictions,  or 
poverty,  children  are  given  up  for  placed 
for  adoption  m  with  hope  »f  for  a  better  fu- 
ture. 

Remove  the  following  phrase  in  the  first 
two  sentences  of  the  fourth  paragraph:  "in 
the  United  States" 

Correct  the  sixth  paragraph  as  follows: 

Promote  nitemoiives  to  adoption  condi- 
tions which  would  make  adoption  unnec- 
etsary  by  su[>porting  programs  which  will 
improve  the  living  conditions  of  children  in 
their  families,  their  communities  and  their 
countries  of  ongin. 


Correct  "polices"  in  paragraph  9  to  read 
"policies." 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


432  -NonDis 

Subject:  Strengthening  the 

Black  Church  for  the  2l$t 

century 

Committee  Item:  GJ16-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31402-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  633 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


433  -NonDis 

Subject:  Shared  mission  focus 

on  young  people 

Comminee  Item:  GJ19-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31403-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  635 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


434  -NonDis 

Subject:  Continuation  of 

Pan-Methodist  Cooperation  and 

Union 

Committee  Item:  GM2-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30988-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  900 
Membership:  113;  Present:  95; 
For:  94;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


435  -NonDis 

Subject:  Banning  the  use  of  the 

child  soldier 

Committee  Item: 
GM12-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30847-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1819 
Membership:  113;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

Tlie   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 


[  1  Concurrence  ( )  Nortconcuncnce  Date  / 

436  -NonDis 

Subject:  New  mission  in 

Indochina 

Committee  Item: 
GM22-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31783-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  919 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


437  -NonDis 

Subject:  Affirm  the  ministry'  of 

the  Rio  Grande  Conference' 

Committee  Item: 
GM23-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31285-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  903 
Membership:  113;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Comminee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrertce  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


438  -NonDis 

Subject:  Develop  comprehensive 

report  of  Indian  lands  by  L'MC 

Committee  Item: 
GM26-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

3I292-GM-NonDis-0,  Pg.  905 
Membership:  113;  Present:  100; 
For:  98;  Against:  2;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  In  second 
paragraph  delete  the  word  "not". 

In  the  sixth  paragraph  delete  the  phrase  " 
develop  a  comprehensive  study  and".  In  the 
seventh  paragraph  delete  the  word  "in- 
tended". 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale  / 


439  -NonDis 

Subject:  UMC  and  America's 

native  people 

Committee  Item: 
GM27-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31295-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  905 
Membership:  113;  Present:  100; 


1976 


Consent  Calendar  B03 


May  8, 2000 


For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 
1  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


440  -NonDis 
Subject:  Provide  grants  to 
churches  to  help  them  become 
accessible  for  physically 
challenged  people 
Committee  Item: 
GM31-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
31808-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1356 
Membership:  113;  Present:  100; 
For:  95;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  0; 

Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Whereas,  It  is  essential  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  denomination  find  a 
way  to  assist  individual  churches  in  the  an- 
nual conferences  to  find  grant  money  to  as- 
sist them  in  becoming  more  accessible  by 
removing  architectural  barriers;  and 

Whereas,  our  denomination  establishes 
many  programs  around  specific  groups  of 
people,  whether  they  be  ethnic  groups  or 
age-targeted  groups;  and 

Whereas,  each  of  the  groups  that  the 
church  claims  an  interest  in  and  sets  priori- 
ties for  include  persons  with  disabilities. 
There  are  more  than  54  million  in  the 
United  States  alone.  The  United  Nations  re- 
cently focused  on  the  issue  of  disability  by 
callmg  for  institutions  to  become  more  ac- 
eessibler-8fld , 

Whereas,  several  years  ago,  $500  grants 
were  awarded  to  churches  that  were  quali- 
fied, to  help  them  increase  their  accessibil- 
ity; and 

Whereas,  GCFA  io  recommending 
SI 6.3  million  for  innovative  and  emerging 
iniMii.trie[i  during  the  2001  1001  quodren 


Committee  Item: 
GM38-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
31326-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  908 
Membership:  113;  Present:  92; 
For:  89;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


442  -NonDis 
Subject:  Support  the 
international  treaty  to  ban 
landmines 

Committee  Item: 
GM42-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
30851-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  875 
Membership:  113;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  In  the  first 
paragraph,  leave  out  the  words:  "the  Pope,". 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


444  -NonDis 

Subject:  Humanitarian  response 

to  Taiwan  earthquake 

Committee  Item: 
GM45-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
31380-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  914 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 
[)  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


445  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  for  Bread  For 

The  World's  offering  of  letters 

Committee  Item: 
GM46-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31383-GM-NonDis-0,Pg.  1827 
Membership:  113;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  it  would  be 
appropriate  to  set  aside  monies  from  this 
source  to  again  provide  accessibility  grants 
to  churches  in  each  of  the  annual  confer- 
ences. The  program  could  be  administered 
from  within  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  or  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  or  oomc   other  appropriate 

I  )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


441  -NonDis 

Subject:  US  Navy  in  Vieques, 

Puerto  Rico:  a  sin  of  idolatry 


443  -NonDis 

Subject:  GBGM  study  issues 

related  to  health  care  and  rural 

church 

Committee  Item: 
GM43-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
30162-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  867 
Membership:  113;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  paragraph  9  to  read: 

Whereas,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
must  not  allow  its  voice  to  become  silent, 
especially  in  regards  to  health  care  and  the 
rural  church. 


And  amend  paragraph  12  to  read: 
Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  respectfully  pe- 
titions the  2000  General  Conference  that 
the  Health  and  Relief  Unit  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  cooperation 
with  other  appropriate  groups  such  as  Town 
and  Country  Ministries  continue  to  study  is- 
sues and  concerns  relating  to  health  care 
and  the  rural  church. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


446  -R542 

Subject:  Immigrants  and 

refugees:  to  love  the  sojourner 

Committee  Item:  GM47-R542-C 
Petition: 
30841-GM-R542-U,Pg.  189 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  98; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 
[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


447  -R274 

Subject:  Health  and  wholeness 

Committee  Item:  GM48-R274-C 
Petition: 
30838-GM-R274-U,  Pg.  920 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


448-R113 

Subject:  Organ  and  tissue 
donation 

Committee  Item:  GM53-R1 13-C 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  6 


Consent  Calendar  C03 


1977 


Petition: 

30835-GM-R113-U,  Pg.  919 
Membership:  113;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  I  ConcufTence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


449  -NonDis 

Subject:  Implement  team  for 
Nat  I  Comprehensive  Plan  for 
Town  and  Country  Ministry 

Committee  Item: 
GM63-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31807-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1356 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


450  -NonDis 

Subject:  Seminary  student 

indebtedness 

Committee  Item:  HE84-NonDis-C 


Petition: 
30594-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1023 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


451  -NonDis 

Subject:  Continue  Strengthing 

the  Black  Church 

Committee  Item:  HE92-NonDis-C 

Petition: 
31347-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1030 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  90;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


452  -R221 
Subject:  Continuing 
membership  in  the  National 
Council  of  Churches 

Comminee  Item:  IC22-R221-C 
Petition: 


30537-IC-R221-U,Pg.  1665 
Membership:  73;  Present:  63; 
For:  57;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


453  -R258 

Subject:  Called  to  be  neighbors 

and  witnesses 

Committee  Item:  IC24-R258-C 
Petition: 

30535-IC-R258-U,  Pg.  1659 
Membership:  73;  Present:  63; 
For:  63 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


Consent  Calendar  C03 


454  -537.19 

Subject:  Central  Conferences 

shall  not  conduct  same  sex 

unions 

Committee  Item:  CC3-537.I9-N 
Petition: 

30I79-CC-537.19-D,  Pg.  1146 
Membership:  39;  Present:  24; 
For:  22;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


455  -548 

Subject:  On  becoming  an 
afTiiiated  autonomous  Methodist 
or  United  church 
Committee  Item:  CC4-548-R 
Petition: 

30242-CC-548-D,  Pg.  1 147 
Membership:  39;  Present:  23; 
For:  22;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/1 


The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
Central  Conferences  College  of  Bishops 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


456  -552.3 

Subject:  Authorize  future 

concordats  w/other  Methodist 

churches 

Committee  Item:  CC5-552.3-N 
Petition: 

3I520-CC-552.3-D,Pg.  1 147 
Membership:  39;  Present:  23; 
For:  1 9;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


457  -552.4 

Subject:  Concordat  agreements 

and  voting 

Committee  Item:  CC6-552.4-N 


Petition: 

31521-CC-552.4-D,  Pg.  1 148 
Membership:  39;  Present:  23; 
For:  1 9;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


458  -537.21 

Subject:  Central  Conference 
BOD  shall  contain  the  UMC 
doctrine  and  doctrinal 
standards 

Committee  Item:  CC7-537.2I-N 
Petition: 

31884-CC-537.21-D.  Pg.  1429 
Membership:  39;  Present:  22; 
For:  22;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee,  recommctuls  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  j  Concurrence  [  |  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 
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459  -NonDis 

Subject:  Divide  Mozambique 

AC  into  two  conferences 

Committee  Item:  CC9-NonDis-R 

Petition: 
30172-CC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1149 
Membership:  39;  Present:  16; 
For:  16;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:0; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
Central  Conference 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


460  -NonDis 

Subject:  Recognize  the 

Methodist  University  of 

Katanga  as  an  approved  UM 

university 

Committee  Item:  CCl  I-NonDis-R 

Petition: 
31204-CC-NonDis-O,Pg.  1150 
Membership:  39;  Present:  16; 
For:  1 6;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of   Higher  Education  and 
Ministry 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


Committee  Item:  C036-NonDis-N 

Petition: 
31742-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  185 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

463  -NonDis 
Subject:  Disallow  pastors 
retired  more  than  three  years  to 
vote  at  conferences 

Committee  Item:  C037-NonDis-N 

Petition: 
31741-CO-NonDis-0,Pg.  184 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  73 ;  Against:  2;  Not  Votmg:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


461  -NonDis 

Subject:  GC  lead  in  fmding 

solutions  to  stop  war  in  Congo 

and  aid  Congo  IIMC  financially 

to  help  refugees 

Committee  Item:  CC12-NonDis-R 

Petition: 
31205-CC-NonDis-O$,Pg.  1150 

Membership:  39;  Present:  17; 
For:  17;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
GBGM  and  GBCS  with  the  following 
amendments; 

Delete  Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the 
2000  General  Confereiiuc  of  the  United 
Mcthodiat  Church  take  a  leading  otep  in 
fmding  solutiono  intending  to  atop  thia  war. 

Change  Be  it  ftjrthef  resolved  that  the 
2000  General  Conference  send  two  peti- 
tions,... 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunrence  Date  / 

462  -NonDis 

Subject:  Only  active  pastors 

may  vote 


464  -410.2 

Subject:  Retired  bishop  is  a 
member  of  the  annual  conf. 
where  membership  was  last  held 

Committee  Item:  CO38-410.2-N 
Petition: 
31517-CO-410.2-D,Pg.  171 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

465  -NonDis 

Subject:  Add  the  position  of 
Bishop's  Administrative 
Assistant  to  AC  office 

Committee  Item:  C039-NonDis-N 

Petition: 
31743-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  185 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


466  -NonDis 

Subject:  Council  of  Bishops 
negotiate  concordat  w/Methodist 
Church  in  India 

Committee  Item:  CO40-NonDis-R 

Petition: 

31726-CO-NonDis-0,Pg.  183 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
Council  of  Bishops  and  GCCUIC. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

467  -NonDis 

Subject:  Council  of  Bishops 
intiatie  discussion  w/Korean 
Methodist  Church  a  concordat 

Committee  Item:  C041-NonDis-R 

Petition: 
31727-CO-NonDis-0,Pg.  184 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
Council  of  Bishops  and  GCCUIC. 

[  ]  Concun^nce  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

468-31 

Subject:  Exclude  homosexuals 
from  ordained  ministry;  deny 
recognition  of  homosexual 

unions  ^  ,,  vt 

Committee  Item:  C043-31-N 

Petition: 
30155-CO-31-C,Pg.  163 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  73;  Against:  5;  Not  Votmg:  2; 

Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


469  -30  ^      „  ^ 

Subject:  Change  "charge"  to 
"church" 

Committee  Item:  CO44-30-N 

Petition: 

31613-CO-30-C,Pg.  163 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncoti 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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470  -602.5 

Subject:  Change  "charge"  to 

"church" 

Committee  Item:  CO45-602.5-N 
Petition: 

31524-CO-602.5-D,  Pg.  175 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcuirence  Dale  I 


471  -602.4 

Subject:  Change  "charge"  to 
"church" 

Committee  Item:  CO46-602.4-N 
Petition: 

31523-CO-602.4-D,  Pg.  175 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


472  -405 

Subject:  Adjustment  to  reduce 
the  number  of  bishops 

Commince  Item:  CO61-405-N 
Petition: 

30927-CO-405-D,  Pg.  1826 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


473  -NonDis 

Subject:  Establish  task  force  on 
relationship  of  science  and 
theology 

Committee  Item:  CS70-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31719-CS-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  99 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
GBOD  and  GBCS  for  study 

[  ]  Concurrence  |  j  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

474  -NonDis 

Subject:  City  dwellers  deserve 
equity  and  spiritual  care 


Committee  Item: 
CS117-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30070-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  44 
Membership:  120;  Present:  97; 
For:  83;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1 1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


475  -647.1 

Subject:  Each  AC  shall  have  a 
conf.  coun.  on  yg  adult  ministry 
or  other  structure  for  these 
functions 

Committee  Item:  DI63-647.1-N 
Petition: 

31238-DI-647.1-D,  Pg.  1827 
Membership:  109;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

476-1101 

Subject:  Establish  UM  outreach 
on  World  Wide  Web 

Committee  Item:  DI65-1 101-N 
Petition: 

31554-DI-llOl-D,  Pg.  286 
Membership:  109;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
477-1112.4 

Subject:  Inclusion  of  UM  Social 
Creed  in  Worship  Aids 

Committee  Item:  DI73-1 1 12.4-N 
Petition: 

30620-DI-1112.4-D,  Pg.  288 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

478  -NonDis 

Subject:  Ministry  with  young 

adults  (18-30) 

Committee  Item:  DI80-NonDis-N 
Petition: 


31963-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1656 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
479  -630.3 

Subject:  Conference  Laity  Bd  to 
be  composed  of  professing 
members  from  local  churches 

Committee  Item:  DI82-630.3-N 
Petition: 

30364-DI-630.3-D,  Pg.  284 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


480-1207.1 

Subject:  NYMO  steering 
committee  to  be  made  up  of 
professing  members  of  UMC 

Committee  Item:  DI83-1207.1-N 
Petition: 

30380-DI-1207.1-D,  Pg.  292 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

481  -1206.2 
Subject:  NYMO  voting 
members  shall  be  pro^ssing 
members  of  the  UMC 

Committee  Item:  DI84-1206.2-N 
Petition: 

30379-DI-1206.2-D,  Pg.  292 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(]  Concurrence  (]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


482-654.1 

Subject:  District  lay  leader  will 
be  a  professing  member  of  a 
local  church 

Committee  Item:  DI85-654.I-N 
Petition: 

30371-DI-654.1-D,  Pg.  285 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
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For:  83 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


483  -647.2 

Subject:  A.C.  council  on  young 
adult  ministry  shall  be 
composed  of  professing 
members  of  local  churches 
Committee  Item:  DI86-647.2-N 
Petition: 

30370-DI-647.2-D,  Pg.  285 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

484-270.1 

Subject:  A  "professing"  member 
may  be  a  lay  speaker 

Committee  Item:  DI87-270.1-N 
Petition: 

30353-DI-270.1-D,Pg.  278 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


485  -274 

Subject:  Lay  missioners  are 

''professing  members." 

Committee  Item:  DI88-274-N 
Petition: 

30354-DI-274-D,  Pg.  282 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


486-531 

Subject:  Each  youth  may  be  a 
''professing"  member 

Committee  Item:  DI89-531-N 
Petition: 

30360-DI-531-D,Pg.  282 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


TTie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


487  -646.2 

Subject:  CCYM  members  to  be 

professing  members 

Committee  Item:  D190-646.2-N 
Petition: 

30369-DI-646.2-D,  Pg.  285 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


488  -62 

Subject:  Include  Service  of 

Infant  Dedication 

Committee  Item:  DI91-62-N 
Petition: 

31361-DI-62-D,  Pg.  302 
Membership:  109;  Present:  79; 
For:  75;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


489  -NonDis 

Subject:  Drop  "baptism"  and 

call  it  a  dedication  of  infants 

Committee  Item:  DI92-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31364-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  302 
Membership:  109;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recotnmends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


490  -NonDis 

Subject:  Respecting  and 

responsibility  re  Christmas 

holiday 

Committee  Item:  DI94-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31759-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1828 
Membership:  109;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


491  -R716 

Subject:  Delete  "By  Water  and 

the  Spirit" 

Committee  Item:  DI95-R7I6-N 
Petition: 

31358-DI-R716-U,Pg.  306 
Membership:  109;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


492  -NonDis-! 

Subject:  Establish  Office  of 

Transformational  Ministry 

Committee  Item:  DI98-NonDis-N! 

Petition: 
31374-DI-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  303 
Membership:  109;  Present:  81; 
For:  78;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


493  -NonDis 

Subject:  Change  name  of  lay 

speaker  program 

Committee  Item: 
DIlOO-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31993-DI-NonDis-O 
Membership:  109;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconciurence  Date  / 


494  -NonDis 
Subject:  Include  "Eternal 
Father,  Strong  to  Save"  in  next 
printing  of  UM  Hymnal 

Committee  Item:  FA17-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30683-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  458 
Membership:  97;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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495  -NonDis 

Subject:  Omit  fourth  verse  of 

"Praise  to  The  Lord,  The 

Almighty"'  in  next  printing  of 

L'M  Hymnal 

Committee  Item:  FA18-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30682-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  458 
Mc.nbership:  97;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  [Jaie   / 


496  -NonDis 

Subject:  Include  2nd  verse  of 
"America  The  Beautiful"  in  next 
printing  of  L'M  Hymnal 

Committee  Item:  FA19-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30681-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  458 
Membership:  97;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


497  -NonDis 

Subject:  Keep  all  hymns  and 
restore  hymns  previously 
dropped  from  L'M  Hvmnal 

Committee  Item:  FA20-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30305-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  456 
Membership:  97;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1  I  Concurrence  ( ]  NocKoncunence  Dale   / 


498  -NonDis 

Subject:  Reinsert  reference  to 
"unfermented  juice  of  the 
erape"  in  next  printing  of 
nvmnal/communion  serv. 
Committee  Item:  FA21-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30688-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  459 
Membership:  97;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


499  -NonDis 

Subject:  Omit  stanza  3  words 

and  replace  with  the  original 

words  m  next  printing  oTUM 

hymnal 

Committee  Item:  FA22-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30684-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  458 
Membership:  97;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


500  -NonDis 

Subject:  Council  of  Bishops 

shad  organize  against  gambling 

forces 

Committee  Item:  F033-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

3I705-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  553 
Membership:  116;  Present:  113; 
For:  1 1 3 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


501  -67 

Subject:  Protecting  private 
property  essential  component  of 
utilizing  God's  gifts 

Committee  Item:  F034-67-N 
Petition: 

31673-FO-67-D,Pg.  513 
Membership:  116;  Present:  112; 
For:  112;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  |  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


502  -67 

Subject:  Delete  collective 
bargaining  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  F035-67-N 
Petition: 

3I674-FO-67-D.  Pg.  513 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 12; 
For:  112;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 


Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirertce  Dale  / 


503  -67 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  F036-67-N 
Petition: 

31671-FO-67-D,  Pg.  513 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 12; 
For:  112;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


504  -69 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  F042-69-N 
Petition: 

31683-FO-69-D,  Pg.  516 
Membership:  116;  Present:  109; 
For:  109;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


505  -68 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  F043-68-N 
Petition: 

31682-FO-68-D,  Pg.  515 
Membership:  116;  Present:  109; 
For:  106;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/5 

Tlie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurreixre  Date  / 


506  -68 

Subject:  Delete  first  two 
paragraphs 

Comminee  Item:  F044-68-N 
Petition: 

31678-FO-68-D,  Pg.  514 
Membership:  116;  Present:  106; 
For:  106;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcunrence  Dale  / 
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507  -68 

Subject:  Enforced  military 

service  is  incompatible  w/the 

gospel 

Committee  Item:  F045-68-N 
Petition: 

31679-FO-68-D,  Pg.  514 
Membership:  116;  Present:  106; 
For:  106;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


511  -NonDis 

Subject:  New  Resolution  on 

Adoption. 

Committee  Item:  F05 1 -NonDis-N 

Petition: 

30619-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  533 
Membership:  116;  Present:  1 10; 
For:  109;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


515  -2400 

Subject:  Create  Gen'I 
Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Evangelicals 

Committee  Item:  GJ14-2400-N 
Petition: 

31025-GJ-2400-D,Pg.  777 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  75;  Against:  4;NotVoting:0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


I  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


508  -68.F 
Subject:  Oppose  life 
imprisonment  w/o  parole,  death 
penalty  as  these  deny  God's 
redemptive  power 
Committee  Item:  F046-68.F-N 
Petitions: 

30194-FO-68.F-D,  Pg.  515; 

30214-FO-68.F-D,  Pg.  516; 

31676-FO-68-D,  Pg.  1827 
Membership:  116;  Present:  113; 
For:  113;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


509  -69.D 

Subject:  United  Nations  is 
anti-Christian  and  anti-God 

Committee  Item:  F047-69.D-N 
Petition: 

31090-FO-69.D-D,  Pg.  517 
Membership:  116;  Present:  112; 
For:  110;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

510  68 

Subject:  UMC  shall  abolish 
oppression. 

Committee  Item:  F048-68-N 
Petition: 

31802-FO-68-D,  Pg.  1286 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  111; 
For:  110;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


512  -304 

Subject:  Accountability  of 

deacons  and  elders 

Committee  Item:  FO63-304-N 
Petition: 

31890-FO-304-D,Pg.  1287 
Membership:  116;  Present:  113; 
For:  109;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


513  -2600 

Subject:  Judicial  Council  shall 

have  precedent  setting  authority 

Committee  Item:  GJ4-2600-N 
Petition: 

30303-GJ-2600-D,  Pg.  734 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


514  -650 

Subject:  A.C.  shall  have  a 
Native  Am.  Ministry  Committee 
for  connectional  purposes 

Committee  Item:  GJ13-650-N 
Petition: 

30472-GJ-650-D,Pg.  714 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


516  -2624.1 

Subject:  Add  alcoholic  ofTenses 

as  chargeable  offenses 

Committee  Item:  GJ20-2624.1-N 
Petition: 

30687-GJ-2624.1-D,Pg.  741 
Membership:  92;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


517  -2624.3 

Subject:  Chargeable  ofTenses  for 

UM  laypeople 

Committee  Item:  GJ21-2624.3-N 
Petition: 

30115-GJ-2624.3-D,Pg.  742 
Membership:  92;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


518  -2624.3 

Subject:  Expand  number  of 
chargeable  offenses  for  lay 
memoer  of  a  local  church 

Committee  Item:  GJ22-2624.3-N 
Petition: 

30302-GJ-2624.3-D,  Pg.  742 
Membership:  92;  Present:  86; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


(  1  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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519-2624.3 
Subject:  Lay  members 
chargeable  offenses  shall  include 
homosexuality  or  bisexualitv 

Committee  Item:  GJ23-2624.3-N 
Petition: 

31028-GJ-2624.3-D,  Pg.  742 
Membership:  92;  Present:  87; 
For:  87;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


520-2624.1 

Subject:  Chargeable  ofTenses 

include  homosexuality  or 

bisexualitv 

Committee  Item:  GJ24-2624.1-N 
Petition: 

31027-GJ-2624.1-D,  Pg.  742 
Membership:  92;  Present:  87; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


521  -811.5-S 

Subject:  Allow  a  local  church  to 

redirect  one  or  more 

apportionments 

Committee  Item:  GJ31-8I  1.5-N$ 
Petition: 

30024-GJ-811.5-D$,  Pg.  724 
Membership:  92;  Present:  87; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  ConcurrcTKe  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


522  -906.13 

Subject:  Include  GBOD  in 

training  district  superintendents 

Committee  Item:  GJ32-906.13-N 
Petition: 

30449-GJ-906.13-D,  Pg.  726 
Membership:  92;  Present:  89; 
For:  85;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  I  ConcurrcTKc  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


523  -NonDis 

Subject:  Establish  tradition  of 

wearing  a  red  flower  on  Easter 

Sunday 

Committee  Item:  GJ39-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30209-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  773 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  82;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


524  -NonDis 

Subject:  Change  denomination 
name  from  UMC  to  The  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ 

Committee  Item:  GJ40-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30236-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  774 
Membership:  92;  Present:  84; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


525-721 

Subject:  GC,  Judicial  Council 
and  Council  of  Bishops  are 
governed  by  own  rules  of 
procedure 

Committee  Item:  GJ42-721-N 
Petition: 

31013-GJ-721-D,  Pg.  723 
Membership:  92;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  I 


526-721 

Subject:  Judicial  Council  and 
Council  of  Bishops  meetings 
shall  be  open 

Committee  Item:  GJ43-72I-N 
Petition: 

31544-GJ-721-D,  Pg.  723 
Membership:  92;  Present:  85; 
For:  84;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


527-721 

Subject:  Add  Council  of  Bishops 
deliberations  to  be  closed 

Committee  Item:  GJ44-721-N 
Petition: 

31207-GJ-721-D,  Pg.  723 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


528-721 

Subject:  All  meetings  shall  be 
open 

Committee  Item:  GJ45-72I-N 
Petition: 

31543-GJ-721-D,  Pg.  723 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


529  -NonDis 

Subject:  Establish  an  annual 

conference  judicial  branch 

Committee  Item:  GJ46-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31825-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1344 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


530  -NonDis 
Subject:  Create  an  annual 
conference  '^''checks  and 
balances"  system 

Committee  hem:  GJ47-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31829-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1344 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


531  -NonDis-S 
Subject:  Establish  study 
commission  to  set  up  annual 
conference  judiciary 
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Committee  Item: 
GJ48-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 

31833-GJ-NonDis-0$,  Pe.  1345 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  83 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


532  -2602 

Subject:  Membership  on 
Judicial  Council 

Committee  Item:  GJ51-2602-N 
Petition: 

31595-GJ-2602-D,Pg.  732 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  77;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

533  -2608.2 

Subject:  Change  number  for 
quorum  on  judicial  council 

Committee  Item:  GJ52-2608.2-N 
Petition: 

31597-GJ-2608.2-D,Pg.  733 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


534  -NonDis 

Subject:  GC  has  authority  to 
review,  revise  and  mandate 
disciplinary  matters  of  Judicial 
Council 

Committee  Item:  GJ53-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31740-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  784 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


535-2613 

Subject:  After  ruling  the  bishop 
shall  have  a  copv  sent  to  the 
querent  within  "1  days 

Committee  Item:  GJ54-2613-N 


Petition: 

31599-GJ-2613-D,  Pg.  733 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


536  -NonDis 

Subject:  Reaffirm  inclusiveness 
in  Discipline  and  rebuke 
Judicial  Council  for  unraveling 
it 

Committee  Item:  GJ55-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30480-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  775 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


537  -2610 

Subject:  Judicial  council  to 
review  decisions  made  by 
judicial  court 

Committee  Item:  GJ6I-2610-N 
Petition: 
31598-GJ-2610-D,Pg.  733 
Membership:  92;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


538  -2602 

Subject:  Nominations  for 
Judicial  Council 

Committee  Item:  GJ62-2602-N 
Petition: 
31852-GJ-2602-D,Pg.  1336 
Membership:  92;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

539  -NonDis-! 

Subject:  Supoort  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic  Ministry 

Committee  Item: 

GM30-NonDis-N! 

Petition: 


31288-GM-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  903 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


540  -NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Keep  support  for 
Hispanic  Plan  as  ministry 
generated  is  picking  up  steam 

Committee  Item: 
GM32-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 

30167-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pe.  868 
Membership:  113;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


541  -1318.9 

Subject:  Delete  flnancial 

support  for  Church  Women 

United 

Committee  Item:  GM34-1318.9-N 

Petition: 

30073-GM-1318.9-D,  Pg.  866 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  97; 
For:  96;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


542  -1324 

Subject:  Delete  "laywomen" 

from  the  first  sentence 

Committee  Item:  GM35-1324-N 
Petition: 

31571-GM-1324-D,  Pg.  866 
Membership:  113;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


543-1318 

Subject:  Local  UMW 
responsible  for  bringing  gospel 
to  tneir  communities 

Committee  Item:  GM36-1318-N 
Petition: 
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31020-GM-1318-D,  Pg.  866 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  97; 
For:  94;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currencc. 

1 1  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


544  -NonDis 

Subject:  UMW  have  student 
liaison  with  campus  ministers 
and  chaplains  &  work  with 
GBHENl 
Committee  Item: 
GM37-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

301 13-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  867 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


545  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  of  national 

UMC  racial-ethnic  plans 

Committee  Item: 
GM39-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31280-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  901 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  92; 
For:  88;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
GCFA. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


Petition: 

30205-GM-R121-U,  Pg.  919 
Membership:  113;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


548-1311 

Subject:  Use  more  equitable 
means  for  selecting  make-up  of 
GBGM 

Committee  Item:  GM50- 1 3 11  -N 
Petition: 

31569-GM-1311-D,Pg.  865 
Membership:  113;  Present:  102; 
For:  102;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

549-I3I2.3 

Subject:  Include  "Mission 
Society  for  UMs"  as  part  of  the 
GBGM  responsibilities 

Committee  Item:  GM62-1312.3-N 

Petition: 

31019-GM-1312.3-D,Pg.  866 
Membership:  113;  Present:  91; 
For:  89;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  I^ate   / 


Committee  Item:  HE66-306.2-N 
Petition: 

30356-HE-306.2-D,  Pg.  947 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  93;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


552  -343 

Subject:  Include  student  local 

pastors  in  church  affairs 

Committee  Item:  HE69-343-N 
Petition: 

31004-HE-343-D,  Pg.  973 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  93",  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


553  -343 

Subject:  Student  pastors  serving 
in  their  home  church  may  vote 
at  A.C.  and  attend  clergy'  session 

Committee  Item:  HE70-343-N 
Petition: 

30243-HE-343-D,  Pg.  973 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  89;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


546-1326 

Subject:  Change  ''Health  & 
Welfare  Ministries"  to  "Healing 
and  Caring  Ministries  in  1326 

Committee  Item:  GM44-1326-N 
Petition: 

31572-GM-1326-D,  Pg.  915 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


547-R121 

Subject:  Restore  circumcision 

r anagraph  adopted  in  1992  pg 
21  Bk  of  ResI  deleted  at  96  GC 

Committee  Item:  GM49-R121-N 


550  -1400 

Subject:  UM  seminaries  shall 
defend  the  married,  two-parent 
familv  between  a  male  and  a 
femafe 

Committee  Item:  HE64-1400-N 
Petition: 

30966-HE-1400-D,  Pg.  1027 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  89;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


551  -306.2 

Subject:  Those  seeking 
candidacy  for  ordained  ministry 
shall  be  a  "professing"  member 
for  two  vears 


554-44 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

as  it  no  longer  has  meaning 

Committee  Item:  HE74-44-N 
Petition: 

31615-HE-44-C,  Pg.  945 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


555  -328.3 
Subject:  Delete  328.3 

Committee  Item:  HE76-328.3-N 
Petition: 

31473-HE-328.3-D.  Pg.  963 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
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For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


556-328.1 

Subject:  Change  shall  to  may 

Committee  Item:  HE77-328.1-N 
Petition: 

31472-HE-328.1-D,Pg.  963 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  89;  Against:  3 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


557  -329.3 

Subject:  Add  personnel 
committee  to  list  of  groups 
w/whom  DS  consults  re  mterim 
appointments 

Committee  Item:  HE78-329.3-N 
Petition: 

31475-HE-329.3-D,Pg.  964 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


558  -402-$ 

Subject:  Add  new  section:  Office 
of  Presiding  Bishop. 

Committee  Item:  HE80-402-N$ 
Petition: 

30660-HE-402-D$,  Pg.  989 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


559  -633-$ 

Subject:  BoM  shall  give  a 
written  response  to  candidates 
who  were  rejected 

Committee  Item:  HE81-633-N$ 
Petition: 

31535-HE-633-D$,Pg.  1006 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


560  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Offer  full-tuition  to  200 

semmarians  as  a  pilot  program 

Committee  Item: 
HE82-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 
31772-HE-NonDis-0$,Pg.  1035 

Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  88;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


561  -NonDis-! 

Subject:  Establish  committee  to 
examine  ways  to  offset  clergy 
seminary  debt 

Committee  Item: 
HE89-NonDis-N! 
Petition: 
31354-HE-NonDis-0!,Pg.  1031 

Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


562  -NonDis 

Subject:  Continue  Africa 

University 

Committee  Item:  HE91-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

31346-HE-NonDis-0,Pg.  1030 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


563  -306.3 

Subject:  Process  for  licensing  & 

ordaining  clergy  defined  for 

GBHEM 

Committee  Item:  HE95-306.3-N 
Petition: 

30075-HE-306.3-D,  Pg.  945 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 


For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


564-311 

Subject:  Standardize  language: 
add  local  pastors  to  Orders  of 
Deacons  and  Elders 

Committee  Item:  HE97-3I1-N 
Petition: 

31455-HE-311-D,Pg.950 
Membership:  108;  Present:  81; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


565-321.4 

Subject:  Include  questions  on 
Articles  of  Religion  and 
Confession  of  Faith  in 
requirement  for  ordination 
Committee  Item:  HE99-321.4-N 
Petition: 

30123-HE-321.4-D,Pg.  957 
Membership:  108;  Present:  88; 
For:  83;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ }  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


566  -321 

Subject:  Change  two-thirds  to 
three-fourths 

Committee  Item:  HE101-321-N 
Petition: 

31464-HE-321-D,Pg.957 
Membership:  108;  Present:  89; 
For:  88;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


567  -326  I 

Subject:  Question  ordinands 
about  belief  in  Articles  of 
Religion  and  Confession  of  Faith) 

Committee  Item:  HE  102-326-N 
Petition: 

30128-HE-326-D,Pg.  961 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  87;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
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Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

568  -326 

Subject:  Change  two-thirds  to 
three-fourths 

Committee  Item:  HE104-326-N 
Petition: 

31466-HE-326-D,  Pg.  960 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  89;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

569  -326 

Subject:  Associate  members  age 
55  and  seved  5yrs  as  assoc 
member  can  be  full  member  by 
3/4  vote 

Committee  Item:  HE105-326-N 
Petition: 

31467-HE-326-D,  Pg.  960 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

570  -326 

Subject:  Add  question  for 
persons  seeking  admission  to 
Full  Connection/Ordination  as 
Elder 

Committee  Item:  HE106-326-N 
Petition: 

31468-HE-326-D,  Pg.  960 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  ( ]  NoncorKurrence  Dale   / 


571  -326.6 

Subject:  Add  scripture  passages 

Committee  Item:  HE107-326.6-N 
Petition: 

31470-HE-326.6-D,  Pg.  962 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


572  -326.2 

Subject:  Local  pastors  can  have 
previous  years  of  service  count 
toward  probationary 
membership 

Committee  Item:  HE108-326.2-N 
Petition: 

31469-HE-326.2-D,  Pg.  961 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
ctirrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


573  -336 

Subject:  UM  ordained  clergy  in 
ecumenical  appointments 

Committee  Item:  HE  11 1-336-N 
Petition: 

30747-HE-336-D,  Pg.  969 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

574  -340 

Subject:  Local  pastors  have 
guarantee  of  fair  process  in 
matters  of  fitness  for  ministry 

Committee  Item:  HEl  14-340-N 
Petition: 

30913-HE-340-D,Pg.  970 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


575-340.1 

Subject:  Local  pastors  not  to 
celebrate  same  sex  unions 

Committee  Item:  HEl  17-340.I-N 
Petition: 

30I78-HE-340.1-D,Pg.  971 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  J  ConcurrerKC  ( ]  Nonconcunence  Dale  / 

576  -340.5 

Subject:  Local  pastors  shall 
attend  clergy  session  of  AC  and 
participate  in  the  Order  of 
Elders 

Committee  Item:  HEl  18-340.5-N 
Petition: 

30962-HE-340.5-D,  Pg.  971 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


577  -340.6 

Subject:  Remove  the  words 

"part-time" 

Committee  Item:  HEl  19-340.6-N 
Petition: 

31030-HE-340.6-D,  Pg.  971 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  89;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


578  -340.6 

Subject:  Local  pastors  have 
right  to  vote  on  everything  with 
some  exceptions 

Committee  Item:  HE120-340.6-N 
Petition: 

30152-HE-340.6-D,  Pg.  971 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  87;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


579  -340.6 

Subject:  Local  pastors  may  vote 

on  constitutional  amendments 

Committee  Item:  HE122-340.6-N 
Petition: 

3I488-HE-340.6-D,  Pg.  972 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  89;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 
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580  -340.7 

Subject:  Local  pastors  under 
part-time  appt  may  keep  their 
membership  in  home  church  but 
DS  is  their  boss 

Committee  Item:  HE123-340.7-N 
Petition: 

31031-HE-340.7-D,  Pg.  972 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

I  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


581  -326.3 

Subject:  If  school  of  theology 
doesn't  require  BA  for 
admission  neither  shall  GBHEM 

Committee  Item:  HE124-326.3-N 
Petition: 

31897-HE-326.3-D,  Pg.  1359 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


582-0 

Subject:  UMC  withdraw  from 
the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  delete  all 
references  to  NCC  in  the  BOD 

Committee  Item:  IC23-0-N 
Petition: 
31261-IC-O-D,  Pg.  1420 
Membership:  73;  Present:  63; 
For:  57;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  I  Concurrence  (  J  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

583  -NonDis 

Subject:  Interdenominational 
Cooperation  Fund  remitted 
through  GCFA 

Committee  Item:  lC41-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
30831-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1418 
Membership:  73;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  1  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


584-0 

Subject:  Eliminate  Gen'  Comm. 
on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

Committee  Item:  IC43-0-N 
Petitions: 

30945-IC-641-D,  Pg.  1090; 

31260-IC-0-D,Pg.  1420 
Membership:  73;  Present:  61; 
For:  59;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


585  -238 

Subject:  Delete  text  of  238  add 

new  para. 

Committee  Item:  LC38-238-N 
Petition: 
30337-LC-238-D,  Pg. 1816 
Membership:  98;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


586  -234.1 

Subject:  Add  "in"  to  correct  the 
sentence 

Committee  Item:  LC39-234.1-N 
Petition: 

30334-LC-234.1-D,  Pg.  1110 
Membership:  98;  Present:  71; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

587  -243 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  LC41-243-N 
Petition: 

30342-LC-243-D,  Pg.  1112 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  I  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


588  -242 

Subject:  Delete  paragraph  242 

regarding  "withdrawal. 

Committee  Item:  LC42-242-N 
Petition: 


30341-LC-242-D,  Pg.  1112 
Membership:  98;  Present:  75; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


589  -200 

Subject:  Laypeople  may  be 
associate  members  of  a  local 
church  in  other  countries  & 
keep  US  ch.  membership 

Committee  Item:  LC45-200-N 
Petition: 

30344-LC-200-D,  Pg.  1113 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

590  -245 

Subject:  Local  church  may  work 
w/other  UM  churches  in  pursuit 
of  primary  task  &  mission 

Committee  Item:  LC49-245-N 
Petition: 

31035-LC-245-D,Pg.  1113 
Membership:  98;  Present:  79; 
For:  76;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

591  -245 

Subject:  CC  may  vote  to  use 
labels  or  logos  of  others  in 
outreach  mmistry 

Committee  Item:  LC50-245-N 
Petition: 

31912-LC-245-D,  Pg.  1425 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  80;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


592  -245.6 

Subject:  Include  sexual 

preference  &  gender 

identification  as  part  of 

inclusiveness 

Committee  Item:  LC51-245.6-N 

Petitions: 


I 
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30295-LC-245.6-D,  Pg.  1113; 

30644-LC-245.6-D,  Pg.  1113; 

31036-LC-245.6-D,  Pg,  1113 
Membership:  98;  Present:  80; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  [>ate  / 


593  -248.6 

Subject:  Authorized  absentee 
ballot  on  a  specific  issue;  also 
add  to  250;  2S4.4d 

Committee  Item:  LC53-248.6-N 
Petitions: 

30265-LC-250-D,  Pg.  1117; 

30554-LC-248.6-D,  Pg.  1 1 14; 

30993-LC-250-D,  Pg.  1117 
Membership:  98;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

594  -247 

Subject:  Charge  conf.  members 
should  be  in  agreement  with  the 
doctrinal  standards  of  UMC 

Committee  Item:  LC54-247-N 
Petition: 

30882-LC-247-D,  Pg.  1114 
Membership:  98;  Present:  80; 
For:  78;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


595  -249 

Subject:  Charge  conference  to 

promote  awareness  of  doctrinal 

standards  and  genM  rules  of 

UMC 

Committee  Item:  LC55-249-N 


Petition: 

30884-LC-249-D,  Pg.  1115 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  79;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


596   249 

Subject:  Change  **speakers"  to 

"ministers" 

Committee  Item:  LC58-249-N 
Petition: 

31913-LC-249-D,  Pg.  1425 
Membership:  98;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


Calendar  Items 


597  -502 

Subject:  Membership  of  GC 

Committee  Item:  CO47-502-N 
Petition: 

31510-CO-502-D,  Pg.  168 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  69;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  1  Concurrence  |  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


598  -NonDis 
Subject:  UMC  form  ethics 
committee  to  oversee  observance 
of  separation  of  human  and 
animal  cells 
Committee  Item: 
CS116-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

3I733-CS-NonDis-0,  Pg.  1828 
Membership:  120;  Present:  97; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting: 
15; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


WhercQit.  nc'wipopef9  report  thol  soien 
Ii9t3  ore  using  human  embryo  cells  (or  ne 


Whereos.  the  public  learns  about  ocien 
tific  studies  only  after  they  hove  been  per 
formed; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  form  on  ethics  observa- 
tion team  with  the  duty  to  ensure  than  -joien 
tific  rules  which  spcoifioolly  forbid  humon 
cloning  or  mixing  human  stem  cells  with 
onimal  or  human  embryos  be  strictly  up 
heW- 

In  light  of  the  rapid  development  of 
bio-technology  and  related  research,  in- 
cluding, but  not  limited  to,  research  deal- 
ing with  human  cloning  and  the  mixing  of 
human  stem  cells  with  animal  or  human 
embryos,  we  recommend  that  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Church  and  Society  form  a 
bio-ethics  task  force  to  advise  the  church 
on  relevant  ethical  issues. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  I 


599  -NonDis 

Subject:  Engage  Cleveland 
community  &.  ow  nership  of  pro. 
baseball  team  to  engage  in 
dialogue  re  sp.  mascot 
Committee  Item: 
CS12I-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
3I294-CS-NonDis-0,  Pg.  91 


Membership:  120;  Present:  96; 
For:  72;  Against:  17;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


600  -NonDis 

Subject:  Repeal  Secton  5106i  of 

title  42  of  the  U.S.  Code 

Committee  Item: 
CS123-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

3I773-CS-NonDis-0,  Pg.  1829 
Membership:  120;  Present:  97; 
For:  49;  Against:  35;  Not  Voting: 
13; 


Corrections  to  the  Calendar 

156-806.12 
Subject:  Delete  806.12 

Committee  Item: 

FA8-806.12-N 

Petition: 

30955-FA-806.12-D,  Pg.438 
This  item  originally  referred  to 
1807.12. 


1990 


Calendar  Items 


May  8,  2000 


Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

To  be  worded  as  published  in  ADCA, 
Vol.  l,Sec.  I,  p.  102. 


Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  foIlowsiAmend  There- 
fore paragraph  by  changing  eight  years  to 
four  years. 


[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  /  t  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 


601  -1102 

Subject:  Use  abbrevitions  B.C. 
and  A.D.  in  all  UM  publications 

Committee  Item:  DI66-1 102-N 
Petition: 
31555-Dl-l  102-D,  Pg.  286 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  69;  Against:  23 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


602  -NonDis 
Subject:  Reaffirm 
commitment/financial  support 
of  evangelism  in  UM  programs 

Committee  Item:  DI75-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31332-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  296 
Membership:  109;  Present:  92; 
For:  70;  Against:  22;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


603-1104.1 

Subject:  Restore  UMMen 
representative  to  the  GBOD 

Committee  Item:  DI76-1 104. 1-N 
Petition: 
30261-DI-1104.1-D,  Pg.  1816 
Membership:  109;  Present:  86; 
For:  53;  Against:  33;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


604  -NonDis 

Subject:  Emphasis  tithing  as 
part  of  spiritual  growth  & 
GBOD  develop  training  and 
materials 

Committee  Item:  D178-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
31747-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  305 
Membership:  109;  Present:  85; 
For:  50;  Against:  35;  Not  Voting:  0; 


605  -NonDis-! 

Subject:  Comprehensive  Plan 

for  Older  Adult  Ministries 

Committee  Item:  DI81-NonDis-C! 

Petition: 

31966-DI-NonDis-0!,Pg.  1832 
Membership:  109;  Present:  83; 
For:  80;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


606  67 

Subject:  How  corporations 

behave  affects  their  public 

support 

Committee  Item:  F032-67-A 
Petition: 
30131-FO-67-D,Pg.  512 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  113; 
For:  107;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 
Make  the  following  addition: 
...and  for  the  earth  which  sup- 
ports... 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

607-301.1 

Subject:  Make  language 
consistent  with  "By  W^ter  &  the 
Spirit"  for  discipleship 

Committee  Item:  F06 1-301. 1-N 
Petition: 

30355-FO-301.1-D,  Pg.  521 
Membership:  116;  Present:  114; 
For:  102;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting: 
2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


608  -304 

Subject:  Reflning  the  highest 
standards  required  by  Scripture 
of  pastors 


Committee  Item:  FO64-304-N 
Petition: 

31892-FO-304-D,  Pg.  1287 
Membership:  116;  Present:  113; 
For:  107;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


609  -1004 

Subject:  Add  disability  rights 

Committee  Item:  FO65-1004-N 
Petition: 

31918-FO-1004-D,  Pg.  1288 
Membership:  116;  Present:  113; 
For:  94;  Against:  18;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcuirence  Date  / 


610  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Native  American 

Forum  for  the  general  church 

Committee  Item: 
GJll-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

31395-GJ-NonDis-0$,  Pg.  608 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


611  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Continue  initiative  on 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
for  the  21st  century 

Committee  Item: 
GJ15-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

31928-GJ-NonDis-0$,  Pg.  1346 
Membership:  92;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


612  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Shared  Mission  Focus 

on  Young  People 

Committee  Item: 

GJ18-NonDis-C$ 

Petition: 
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31929-GJ-NonDis-0$.  Pg.  1350 
Membership:  92;  Presem:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrcnce  Dale    / 


613-0 

Subject:  Amend  Preamble 

Committee  Item:  GJ25-0-C 
Petition: 

30804-GJ-O-C,  Pg.  730 
Membership:  92;  Present:  86; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  )  Concurrence  |  )  Nonconcurrcnce  Date   / 


614-1 

Subject:  Declaration  of  Union 

Committee  Item:  GJ26-1-C 
Petition: 

30805-GM-C,  Pg.  705 
Membership:  92;  Present:  87; 
For:  87;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrcnce  Date   / 


615-710.2 

Subject:  Genera!  agencv 
members  shall  uphold  doctrinal 
standards  of  the  IJMC 

Committee  Item:  GJ28-710.2-N 
Petition: 

30176-GJ-710.2-D,  Pg.  720 
Membership:  92;  Present:  87; 
For:  57;  Against:  26;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrcnce  Date   / 


616-714.9 

Subject:  General  agency  staff 
shall  be  persons  who  model 
themselves  after  Jesus  Christ 

Committee  Item:  GJ30-714.9-N 
Petition: 

31012-GJ-714.9-D,  Pg.  721 
Membership:  92;  Present:  87; 
For:  65;  Against:  1 9;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/5 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrcnce  Dale  / 


617  -906.16 

Subject:  GCOM  review 
concurrence  of  agencies 
w/doctrinal  standards  and 
general  rules  of  UMC 

Committee  Item:  GJ33-906.16-N 
Petition: 

31015-GJ-906.16-D,Pg.  725 
Membership:  92;  Present:  89; 
For:  78;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrcnce  Date   / 

618-715 

Subject:  Hold  events  in 
accommodations  that  have 
collective  bargaining  agreements 
with  employees 

Committee  Item:  GJ34-715-N 
Petition: 

30290-GJ-715-D,Pg.  722 
Membership:  92;  Present:  89; 
For:  60;  Against:  25;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrcnce  Dale   / 


619-715  1 

Subject:  Noninterference  of 
employee  labor  union  activities 

Commmee  Item:  GJ35-7I5.I-N 
Petition: 

30289-GJ-715.1-D,  Pg.  722 
Membership:  92;  Present:  89; 
For:  67;  Against:  22;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

[  ]  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrcnce  Dale  / 


620  -2602 
Subject:  For  a  more 
representative  judicial  council 

Committee  Item:  GJ49-2602-N 
Petition: 

31593-GJ-2602-D,  Pg.  731 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  73;  Against:  9;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currencc. 

[  J  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrcnce  Dale  / 


621  -2602 

Subject:  Judicial  council  should 
reflect  geographic  diversity 

Committee  Item:  GJ50-2602-N 
Petition: 

31594-GJ-2602-D,  Pg.  732 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  73 ;  Against:  9;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrcnce  Date  / 


622  -2602 

Subject:  Judicial  council 
membership  to  be  a  max  of  two 
consecutive  eight-year  terms 

Committee  Item:  GJ57-2602-A 
Petition: 

31596-GJ-2602-D,  Pg.  732 
Membership:  92;  Present:  81; 
For:  75;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  new  text  to  the  end  of  first  paragraph 
of  2602: 

A  member  may  serve  a  maximum  of 
two  consecutive  eight-year  terms,  with  a 
minimum  of  four  eigtH  years  before 
re-election  to  the  council. 

[  j  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrcnce  Dale   / 


623  -2602 

Subject:  Judicial  member  who 
reaches  age  70  before  the  first 
day  of  next  GC  shall  be  released 
of  duty 

Committee  Item:  GJ58-2602-C 
Petition: 

31789-GJ-2602-D,  Pg.  733 
Membership:  92;  Present:  78; 
For:  42;  Against:  33;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcuncnce  Dale  / 


624  -NonDis-S 

Subject:  Advancing  Korean 

American  ministries 

Committee  Item: 
GM24-NonDis-A$ 


1992 
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Petition: 

30868-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pe.  888 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

THE         PROPOSED         BUDGET 

2001-2004 

With  the  exception  of  the  program  sup 
port  and  odministration  fund  ollooaled  for 
the   United   Methodist   Council    on   Ko 
roan  Ariierican    Ministries,   most   of  the 
funds  will  be  utilized  for  programs  dcvcl 
oped  in  cooperation  with  and  administered 
through  general  program  boards  and  annuel 
conferences. 

The  fund  shall  be  administered 
through  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  consultation  with  the 
United  Methodist  Council  on  Ko- 
rean-American Ministries.  The  funds 
will  be  utilized  for  programs  developed 
in  cooperation  with  general  program 
boards  and  annual  conferences. 

I  I  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


625  -NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Asian  American 
language  ministry  study 

Committee  Item: 
GM25-NonDis-A$ 
Petition: 
30863-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  1822 

Membership:  113;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Delete  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  under  Findings; 

There  la  an  urgent  need  to  develop  new 
ministries,  fellowships,  and  congregations. 
With  sufficient  resources  and  support.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  could  begin  100 
new  Asian  American  congregations,  minis 
tries,  and  fellowships  in  the  2000  2004 
Quudrennium.  This  could  be  done  with  the 
joint  effort  of  the  general  boards  and  agen 
cies.  annual  conferences,  districts,  and  oth 


Currently,  there  is  a  shortage  of  leader- 
ship . . . 

1  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


626  -NonDis-! 

Subject:  Develop  a  4yr  study  on 
"Caring  for  Creation  from  a 
Native  American  Perspective" 


Committee  Item: 
GM28-NonDis-A! 
Petition: 

31293-GM-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  905 
Membership:  113;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

WHEREAS,  we  worship  and  honor  a 
God  who  is  Creator  and  Sustainer  of  all  we 
have  and  are  and,  seek  to  cherish  and  care 
for  God's  creation,  but  have  failed  in  our 
stewardship  and, 

WHEREAS,  in  Christ  God  has  healed 
our  alienation  from  God  and  extended  to 
use  the  first  fruits  of  the  reconciliation  of  all 
things,  and 

WHEREAS,  God  calls  us  to  commit 
ourselves  to  extend  Christ's  healing  to  a 
suffering  creation  and  await  the  time  when 
even  the  groaning  of  creation  will  be  re- 
stored to  wholeness  and 

WHEREAS,  we  are  called  to  commit 
ourselves  to  work  vigorously  to  protect  and 
heal  that  creation  for  the  honor  and  glory  of 
God,  whom  we  become  fully  aware  of 
through  Christ,  and 

WHEREAS,  we  and  our  children  face  a 
growing  crisis  in  the  health  of  that  creation 
in  which  we  live,  through  which,  by  God's 
grace,  we  are  sustained  and, 

WHEREAS,  we  continue  to  degrade 
this  creation  through  land  degradation,  de- 
forestation, species  extinction,  water  degra- 
dation, global  toxification,  the  alteration  of 
the  atmosphere,  and  human  and  cultural 
degradation  and, 

WHEREAS,  many  of  the  degradations 
are  signs  that  we  are  pressing  against  the  fi- 
nite limits  God  has  set  for  creation  and, 

WHEREAS,  with  continued  population 
growth,  these  degradations  will  become 
more  severe  and 

our  responsibility  is  not  only  to  bear  and 
nurture  children,  but  to  nurture  their  home 
on  earth  and  we  recognize  that  human  pov- 
erty is  both  a  cause  and  a  consequence  of 
environment  degradation  and, 

WHEREAS,  Native  American  whose 
religious  cultures  for  centuries  has  taught 
them  how  to  care  for  creation  and, 

WHEREAS,  Native  Americans  through 
this  unique  perspective  on  caring  for  cre- 
ation that  Native  Americans  are  convinced 
that  environmental  problems  are  more  spir- 
itual than  technological. 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED, 
that  the  2000  General  Conference  mandate 
the  following: 


1 .  That  there  be  developed  a  four-year 
study  on  "Caring  for  Creation  from  a  Native 
American  Perspective." 

2.  The  General  Conference  direct  the 
Native  American  Comprehensive  Plan 

National  United  Methodist  Native  Amen 
can  Center  be  the  lead  ogcnt,  working  with 
program  agencies  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  other  Native  American  entities, 
to  develop  m  developing  the  study. 

3.  That  (up  to)  $80,000  be  allocated  to 
complete  the  study  with  resources,  and  pro- 
vide a  report  with  recommendations  to  the 
2004  General  Conference. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


627  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  National  plan  for 

Hispanic  ministry 

Committee  Item: 
GM29-NonDis-A$ 
Petition: 
30867-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  1823 

Membership:  113;  Present:  87; 
For:  87;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

c.  Financial  Resources  and  Proposed 
Budget  for  2001-2004 

A  portion  of  the  program  initiatives  out- 
lined in  the  National  Plan  shall  be  funded 
through  the  budgets  of  the  various  general 
agencies  and  governing  bodies  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  including  local 
congregations,  annual  conferences,  and 
others.  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  provide  administrative 
oversight  of  this  program.  This  contribu- 
tion and  fijil  participation  by  all  is  essential 
to  the  implementation  of  the  plan.  The  fol- 
lowing quadrennial  budget  reflects  the  ma- 
jor program  initiatives  of  the  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic  Ministry  for  the  2001-2004 
quadrennium: 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


628  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Continuation  of  Native 

American  comprehensive  plan 

Committee  Item: 
GM33-NonDis-A$ 
Petition: 

30869-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  895 
Membership:  113;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 
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THE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  COM- 
PREHENSIVE PLAN:  RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS FOR  CONTINUATION  IN 
THE  2001-2004  Ql'ADRENNIUM 

The  Native  .■\inencan  Comprehensive 
Plan  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
shall  be  developed  and  directed  by  the  Na- 
tive American  Comprehensive  Plan  Task 
Force  (NACPTF)  and  shall  be  lodged 
with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
tries. The  Task  Force  shall  be — an 
inier-ugenoy  body  composed  of  one  staff 
and  one  bourd  member  of  the  Goneral 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society.  Disciple- 
ship.  Globol  Ministries,  and  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  Ministry;  t>»'o  representatives  each 
from  (he  Native  American  International 
Caucus,  ihe  National  United  Methodist  Na  ■ 
live  American  Ccnicr,  and  ihc  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference;  one  reprc 
seniative  from  the  Alaska  Missionary  Con 
fercnce;  and  one  member  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  Representoiives  from  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  and  the 
Women's  Division  shall  serve  os  non-vot- 
ing members  of  the  losk  force  have  voting 
members  composed  of: 

Two  members  from  each  of  the  five 
jurisdictions  to  ensure  Native  American 
input  from  the  local  church  level.  These 
representative  shall  be  selected  by  the 
College  of  Bishops,  in  consultation  with 
Native  American  United  Methodist 
churches  and  Native  .American  United 
Methodist  ministries  in  the  jurisdiction. 

C  Two  non-stafT  members  of  the  Na- 
tive .American  International  Caucus,  se- 
lected by  the  caucus. 

C  Two  non-Starr  members  of  the  Na- 
tional United  Methodist  Native  Ameri- 
can Center,  selected  by  Ihe  center. 

C  Two  members  of  the  Oklahoma  In- 
dian Missionary  Conference,  selected  by 
the  Conference. 

C  One  Native  American  member  of 
(he  .Alaska  .Missionary  Conference,  se- 
lected by  Ihe  Conference. 

C  One  Native  .American  youth  and 
One  Nati\e  .American  young  adult,  se- 
lected by  the  Native  American  Compre- 
hensive Plan  Task  Force. 

In  addition,  there  shall  be  non-voting 
members.  These  shall  consist  of  one 
member  from  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
one  represen(a(ive,  as  resource  persons, 
from  each  of  the  following  agencies:  (he 
General  Board  of  Cilobal  Minis(ries,  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Ihe  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 


Minis(ry,  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  (he  General  Commis- 
sion on  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con- 
cerns, Ihe  General  Council  on 
Ministries,,  Ihe  Commission  on  the  Sta- 
tus and  Role  of  Women,  Ihe  Women's  Di- 
vision, United  Methodist 
Communications  and  Ihe  Commission 
on  United  MelhodisI  Men. 

In  the  2001-2004  quadrennium,  the  Na- 
tive American  Comprehensive  Plan 
(NACP)  will  intentionally  direct  its  focus 
around  four  goals  .  .  . 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


629  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  National  committee  on 

deaf  ministry 

Committee  Item: 
GM40-NonDis-CS 
Petition: 

30865-GM-NonDis-OS,  Pe.  880 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  98; 
For:  98;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


630-1318 

Subject:  Vision  of  a  world 
redeemed  for  Christ 

Committee  Item:  GM52-1318-N 
Petition: 

31570-GM-1318-D,  Pg.  866 
Membership:  113;  Present:  102; 
For:  87;  Against:  15;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

631  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Move  GBGM  to  East 

Point,  Georgia 

Committee  Item: 
GM56-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 

31341  -GM-NonDis-OS,  Pg.  9 1 2 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  103; 
For:  91;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirencc  Dale   / 


632  -NonDis-! 

Subject:  Strengthening  VIM 

Coordination 

Committee  Item: 
GM61-NonDis-A! 
Petition: 

30489-GM-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  870 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Change  the  title  of  the  petition  and: 

Therefore,  we  petition  recommend  that 
every  jurisdiction  include  in  i(s  budget  a 
line  item  to  cover  the  salary,  professional 
expenses  and  office  expenses,  up  (o 
S6S.0O0  per  year,  for  a  Jurisdictional 
United  Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Coordinator.  And  that  the  item  be  fiinded  by 
the  Gcnerol  Conference  apportionment  to 
each  annual  conference.  The  anticipated  fi- 
nancial— requirement — would — amount — to 
SI. 300.000  for  the  quadrennium  In  addi- 
tion, we  request  Ihe  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  enter  into  discussion 
with  the  Central  Conferences  relative  to 
discovering  the  possibility  of  Volunteers 
in  Mission  programs  in  those  confer- 
ences. 

(  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


633  -1400 

Subject:  Faculty  &  staff  of  UM 
schools  shall  affirm  classical 
Christianity 

Committee  Item:  HE62-1400-N 
Petition: 

30965-HE-1400-D,  Pg.  1027 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  85;  Against:  7;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

634  -NonDis-S 

Subject:  Make  .Africa  University 
a  priority 

Committee  Item: 
HE63-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 
30256-HE-NonDis-O$.  Pg.  1021 

Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  93 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 
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[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

635  -306.3 

Subject:  Change  two-thirds  to 
three-fourths  for  written  ballot 
count  for  candidates  for 
ordination 

Committee  Item:  HE65-306.3-N 
Petition: 

31452-HE-306.3-D,  Pg.  947 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  5 1 ;  Against:  43;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

636  -306.3 

Subject:  Candidate  process  may 
include  counsel  about  ministry 
of  candidates  with  disabilities 

Committee  Item:  HE67-306.3-N 
Petition: 

30404-HE-306.3-D,  Pg.  948 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  52;  Against:  37;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


637-343.1 

Subject:  Extension  Course  of 
Study  school  as  an  option  for 
clergv  to  complete  educational 
requirements 

Committee  Item:  HE68-343.1-N 
Petition: 

30914-HE-343.1-D,  Pg.  974 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  80;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


638  -NonDis-! 

Subject:  Theological  education 

in  Europe 

Committee  Item: 
HE79-NonDis-A! 
Petition: 
30595-HE-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  1024 

Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows;  Add  a  new 
paragraph  after  the  last  "Be  it  resolved" 
Specific  fiinding  amounts  will  be  deter- 
mined by  GBHEM/DOM,  consultation 
with  the  bishops,  seminary  leadership  and 
leaders  of  programs  of  theological  educa- 
tion in  Eastern  Europe. 

Add  to  the  ninth  paragraph  "Therefore  be 
it  resolved..."  "Funding  for  the  following 
programs  in  Europe" 

Delete  dollar  amounts  in  listing. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

639  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Continue  funding  the 

Evangelical  Seminary  of  P.R. 

Committee  Item: 
HE83-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 
31209-HE-NonDis-O$,Pg.  1030 

Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  85;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


640-306.1 

Subject:  Candidates  should  be 

encouraged  to  attend  a  UM 

school 

Committee  Item:  HE90-306.1-A 
Petition: 

30736-HE-306.1-D,Pg.  947 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  79;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  At  the  end  of 
^306.2(A)  This  paragraph  shall  become  ef- 
fective at  the  end  of  the  2000  General  Con- 
ference. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


641  -321  4 

Subject:  Delete  fidelity  and 

celibacy 

Committee  Item:  HE  1 00-32 1.4-N 
Petition: 

31465-HE-321.4-D,Pg.  958 
Membership:  108;  Present:  89; 
For:  75;  Against:  13;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

642  -326 

Subject:  Take  out  fidelity  and 

celibacy 

Committee  Item:  HE109-326-N 
Petition: 

31471-HE-326-D,  Pg.962 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  75;  Against:  15;Not Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


643  -340.7 

Subject:  Local  pastor  can  vote 
except  about  constitutional 
amendments,delegates  to  GC,  & 
other  matters 

Committee  Item:  HEl  I5-340.7-N 
Petition: 

30675-HE-340.7-D,  Pg.  970 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  54;  Against:  32;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


644-340.1 

Subject:  Local  pastors  who  are 
certified  candiaates  for 
ordination  can  be  app'd  to 
extension  ministries 

Committee  Item:  HEl  1 6-340. 1-N 
Petition: 

31487-HE-340.1-D,Pg.  970 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  66;  Against:  22;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


645  -340.7 

Subject:  Voting  rights  for 

student  local  pastors 

Committee  Item:  HE121-340.7-N 
Petition: 

30014-HE-340.7-D,  Pg.  972 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  69;  Against:  23;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


I 
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646  -NonDis-! 
Subject:  Create  General 
Commission  on  Alcohol  and 
Drugs 

Committee  Item:  IC44-NonDis-N! 

Petition: 

30288-IC-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  1378 
Membership:  73;  Present:  66; 
For:  48;  Against:  17;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcuirence  Date  / 


647  -256 

Subject:  Elect  earth  advocacy 

chairperson 

Committee  Item:  LC46-256-C 
Petition: 

30028-LC-256-D,  Pg.  1123 
Membership:  98;  Present:  80; 
For:  42;  Against:  37;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


648-249.12 

Subject:  Equitable  salary  for  all 

appointed  clergy 


Committee  Item:  LC57-249.12-N 
Petitions: 

30174-LC-249.12-D,Pg.  1116; 

31424-LC-249.12-D,  Pg.  1115 
Membership:  98;  Present:  78; 
For:  69;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


Resources  for  Music  Leaders 


Praise  Now!  Ready-to-Use  Services 

for  Contemporary  Worship, 

by  Lynn  Hurst  and  Sherred  Boles. 

An  "allin-one'  contemporary  worship  package. 

this  collection  of  ready-louse  sen^ices  is  a 

solid  resource  tor  persons  wtx)  are  developing 

contemporary  arxfor  blended  worship 

services  This  ecumenical  tool  iridudes 

twenty  contemporary  services  and  provides 

suggestions  tor  ftieir  use  Resources  indude 

liturgy,  scnpts  for  drama,  music  suggestions. 

and  worship  visual  suggestions  lor  each  service  Praise  Now!  also 

indudes  suggestions  tor  sermon  jxeparation  CkJea  generators') 

including  introductions,  main  body,  and  corxdusions.  Ottier 

ber>efits  irxdude  services  lor  the  basic  Chnstian  Year 

(Advent/Christmas.  LenfEaster.  arxJ  Pentecost)  as  well  as  general 

ttwmed  services 

CAO-090606  Paper,  $17.00 

Changing  Your  Tune!  The  Musician's 
Handbook  for  Creating  Contemporary 
Worship,  by  Lynn  Hurst. 

Guides  music  directors  through  ttie  various 
aspects  ol  preparation,  startup,  arxj 
toiow-ttvough  necessary  lor  successful  and 


meaningtui  leadership  m  contemporary  services.  Provides 
numerous  relerences  lor  equipment  music,  and  personnel 
CAO-022975  Paper.  $12.00 

Lynn  Hurst  is  Associate  Director  ol  Music  and  Worship,  Muncey 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  Johnson  City.  Tennessee 

Sherrell  Boles  is  Associate  Pastor  at  Muncey  Memonal  United 
Methodist  Church  She  works  with  Lynn  to  develop  theologically 
sound,  creative,  contemporary  music. 


^^    Cokesbury 

CALL   OR   VISIT   YOL'R 

COKESBURY   STORE 

ORDER   TOLL  FREE:  1-800-6721789 

To  ORIlER  \  lA  Tilt  ISTIRNET, 
VISIT  OUR  WEBSPTE  AT  n-WTi.cokcsbun-.com 

Satisfaction  Quaranteed! 
Pnas  iuhieci  lo  change  ui(/ujui  notkc  'ihppmt  unJ  handlm;  extra 
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Removed  from  the  consent  calendar 

14 -806 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  AOlby 
the  following  delegates: 

Sadio,  Sydney  S. 

McCullough,  June 

Corderman,  Delos  D. 

Janka,  John  A. 

Hoffman,  Elizabeth 


1  -602.4 
Removed  from  consent  calendar  AOl  by 


the  following  delegates: 
Martin,  Flo  S. 
Pritts,  Deborah  L. 
McClendon,  Timothy 
Allen,  James  R. 
Stillwell,  Robert  E. 


2  -603.9 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  AOlby 
the  following  delegates: 

Martin,  Flo  S. 

Pritts,  Deborah  L. 

McClendon,  Timothy 

Allen,  James  R. 

Stillwell,  Robert  E. 

12  -629 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  AOl  by 
the  following  delegates: 

Setterlund,  Sue  A. 

Jones,  Richard  H. 

Thompson,  Odell  V. 

Ellinger,  Janet  R. 

Jung,  Hee-Soo 


67  -NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  BO  1  and 
added  to  consent  calendar  C02.  The  calen- 
dar item  was  incorrectly  reported  with  a  rec- 
ommendation of  concurrence.  The  actual 
recommendation  was  for  non-concurrence 


76  -NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  BOl  be- 
cause of  fmancial  implications. 

77  -NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  BOl  be- 
cause of  fmancial  implications. 

196  -610.4 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  A02  by 
the  following  delegates: 

Johnson,  Charles  L. 

Granger,  Susan  K.  "Sue" 


Stone,  Ruth  E. 
Dwiggins,  Jack 
Lehman,  Katharine  W. 

277  -66 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C02  by 
the  following  delegates: 

Absher,  Nicole  R. 

Dunning,  Erin 

Taylor,  Dawn  E. 

Ellison,  Betty  G. 

Orphe,  Martha  M. 


278 -66 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C02  by 
the  following  delegates: 


Absher,  Nicole  R. 
Dunning,  Erin 
Taylor,  Dawn  E. 
Ellison,  Betty  G. 
Oiphe,  Martha  M. 
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Corrections 

Page  1779,  column  2,  paragraph  4: 
Add  the  name  Grant  J.  Hagiya. 

Page  1914,  column  2:  Speeches  at- 
tributed to  LUKASO  MEMBELE 
and  ASHEMA  ASOPO  were  actu- 
ally made  by  AKASA  J. 
UMEMBUDI. 

Page  1923,  column  2,  paragraph  2; 
DR.  WILLIAM  MCCLAIN  is  United 
Methodist. 


(Continued  from  p.  1938) 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  I  would  like  to 
call  the  body's  attention  to  the  bottom 
of  p.  1 257  and  the  top  of  p.  1 258.  In  your 
handbook,  DC  A.  Normally  the  decision 
on  appealing  the  decision  of  the  chair  in 
Robert's  Rules  of  Order  is  debated.  But 
in  the  authority  of  the  chairperson,  in 
our  own  rules,  'The  Bishop  presiding 
shall  decide  points  of  order  raised  by 
the  delegates  and  shall  rule  on  points  of 
order  not  raised  by  delegates,  as  the 
chair  deems  necessary  to  conform  to 
these  rules  of  order,  subject  in  both 

.  cases  to  an  appeal  to  the  Conference  by 
any  delegate  without  debate,  except 
Ihat  the  chairperson  and  the  appellant, 

:  in  the  order  here  named,  shall  each 
have  three  minutes  for  a  statement  in 
support  of  their  respective  p>ositions." 
Therefore,  I  will  recognize  the  person 

,  who  made  the  motion.  I  wrill  recognize 
the  chairperson  for  a  respwnse — those 

'  will  be  the  only  two.  Right.  I  will  sp>eak 
and  then  the  appellant  will  s|7eak  and 
then  you  will  vote.  There  will  be  no 

,  other  recognition  of  the  matter. 

I  When  the  motion  was  made,  the  rea- 
son that  I  took  it  as  a  unit — the  motion 
had  two  parts.  One  having  to  do  with 

1  "Living  into  the  Future,"  and  the  sec- 

'  ond,  which  is  the  point  of  contention 
here,  is  that  the  first  section  of  the  report 
be  referred  to  the  general  church  Cove- 
nant Council  proposed  in  the  "Living  in 
the  Future"  section.  Those  were  tied  to- 
gether in  terms  of  the  first  section  refer- 
ring to  the  Covenant  Council  in  the 
second  section.  OK,  the  motion  to  refer 
was  to  deal  with  the  covenant  council 

'  issue  in  the  legislative  committee. 
Therefore,  it  is  my  ruling  that  there  was 

,  no  request  to  divide  the  two  issues.  I  ac- 
cepted it  as  a  matter  of  reference  to  the 


committee,  the  whole  motion,  and  that 
is  my  statement  of  rationale.  Now  we 
turn  to  the  appellant  to  make  his  state- 
ment and  then  there  will  be  a  vote.  Mike 
two. 

MAC  BRANTLEY  (North  Georgia): 
Bishop,  I  would  ask  if  it  would  be  possi- 
ble for  the  secretary  to  read  the  motion 
that  was  made  by  Chris  Harman. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  That  wUl  be  done. 
Yes.  She  read  it  once.  Is  it  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  secretary?  Yes.  Carolyn 
will  read  the  motion. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  "I  move 
that  we  refer  the  section  of  the  CPT  re- 
port titled  'Living  into  the  Future'  to 
Legislative  Committee  Number  6,  Gen- 
eral and  Judicial  Administration,  for 
scrutiny,  f>erfection,  and  return  to  the 
plenary  through  our  normal  legislative 
process."  And  then  in  parentheses,  "It 
begins  on  p.  18  of  the  red  DC  A  and  is 
also  printed  on  p.  1686  of  daily  DC  A, 
May  3,  where  it  is  noted  as  petition 
31967." 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  All  right.  Continue. 

MAC  BRANTLEY:  Given  what  the 
secretary  just  read,  I  think  it's  clear 
what  the  p>erson  who  made  the  motion 
had  in  mind  and  asked  for  this  and  was 
accepted.  And  I  think  it  is  in  contrary,  in 
contradiction  to  what  was  ruled  by  the 
chair,  and  I  ask  for  it  to  be  referred. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  the  matter  is 
before  you.  If  you  support  the  apf)eal, 
which  means  you  support  the  appieal 
that  was  just  stated,  you  will  vote  "yes." 
If  you  support  the  chair,  you  will  vote 
"no,"  because  technically  it's  a  motion 
before  the  body,  so  we're  honoring  the 
motion.  If  you  support  the  appellate, 
you  will  vote  "yes."  If  you  support  the 
chair's  ruling,  you  will  vote  "no."  Vote 
when  the  light  comes  on.  (Voting)  OK, 
the  matter  is — you  sustained  the  ap>- 
peal.  So  p.  1, 5  through  17;  one  through 
the  first  column  on  p.  18  is  now  before 
the  body.  [Yes,  546:  No,  374} 

BISHOP  BLAKE;  We're  going  to  ro- 
tate. I  recognize  the  fjerson  over  here, 
one  without  a  coat  on.  I  mean,  some- 
times you  have  to  use  what  you  can  see, 
ya  know.  (Laughter)  Mike  4.  Yes. 

JOHN  W.  EDGAR:  (West  Ohio)  I 
move  non-concurrence  on  the  remain- 
der of  the  report. 


BISHOP  BLAKE:  It's  been  moved  and 
seconded  that  there  would  be  noncon- 
currence  on  the  remainder  of  the  report. 
You  want  to  speak  to  your  motion?  OK, 
is  there  a  person  who  would  sp>eak 
against  this  motion  to,  of  nonconcur- 
rence  with  this  section  of  the  report? 
Clear  back,  clear  back  in  that  section 
move  up  to  where  four  cards  are  being 
held  up  to  number  7.  Please  state  which 
side  of  the  motion  you're  speaking  to. 

EILEEN  WILLIAMS:  (Minnesota)  I 
am  speaking  against  the  motion.  When 
we  vote  against  process,  as  we  would 
be  in  this  motion,  we  are  stopping  the 
imagining  and  dreaming  that  can  hap- 
pen in  our  denomination.  We  have 
tried,  through  the  CPT  process,  to  raise 
issues  and  ideas  that  would  help  this 
church  move  to  a  different  place  in  the 
future.  What  we  are  recommending 
this  morning  is  that  we  keep  that  pro- 
cess going,  not  making  a  decision  on 
ideas  in  the  first  part  of  this  report  that 
we  realize  are  not  to  the  point  of  deci- 
sion making  but  to  keep  the  process 
ojjen  by  having  this  portion  considered 
in  the  next  four  years  with  additional 
ideas,  different  recommendations  and 
possibly  different  legislation  coming  to 
the  2(X)4  General  Conference.  I  there- 
fore, ask  the  body  not  to  stop  the  pro- 
cess but  to  enable  it  to  go  forward  by 
voting  against  this  motion. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Is  there  a  person  to 
speak  in  favor  of  the  motion?  Looking 
right  here.  You  move  to  the  naike.  Mike 
2. 

Substitute  Motion  to  Refer 
Entire  CPT  Report 

JOEL  GARRETT  (Western  Pennsyl- 
vania): I  would  like  to  make  a  substitute 
motion  that  p.  5  through  the  whole  CPT 
refjort  be  referred  to  legislative  com- 
mittee 6  for  the  same  reasons  as  stated 
in  the  Chris  Harmon  amendment  a  few 
moments  ago. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Is  there  a  second? 
OK,  do  you  want  to  speak?  No,  OK, 
hold  on  just  for  a  minute.  On  this  substi- 
tute motion,  we  have  a  main  motion  for 
non-concurrence.  Now  we  have  a  sub- 
stitute for  a  referral  to  legislative  com- 
mittee 6.  OK,  the  substitute  is  before  us. 
Basically  our  responsibility  when  we 
have  a  substitute  is  to  first  protect,  per- 
fect, the  main  motion.  In  this  case  it 
might  not  need  perfecting  but  we've 


1998 


May  8.  2000 


got  to  give  that  opportunity  and  then 
perfecting  the  substitute.  We've  got  to 
go  in  that  order.  Do  you  want  to  make 
your  statement  concerning  the  substi- 
tute at  this  time? 

GARRETT:  Not  yet. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  what  we  have 
now  is  the  substitute.  Is  there,  I  must 
give  the  opportunity  of  any  perfection 
of  the  main  motion.  I  do  not  believe 
there  would  be  any  perfection,  it  is  a 
simple  motion  of  nonconcurrence.  Left, 
way  back.  OK,  mike  7. 

WILLIAM  C.  SMALLWOOD  (Missis- 
sippi): I'm  reading  Rule  25  on  p.  1713, 
the  last  sentence.  "To  substitute  shall  be 
an  alternative  to  what  is  before  the 
house  and  not  simply  a  negation  of  the 
main  motion."  I  believe  this  is  out  of  or- 
der. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Now  I  would  rule 
that  a  motion  to  refer  is  not  simply  op- 
posite to  the  main  motion  of  non-con- 
currence; would  be  a  motion  to  concur. 
1  would  rule  that  the  motion  of  refer- 
ence to  a  committee  is  (does  not  fall)  un- 
der Rule  25. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Point  of  order.  I'll 
recognize  you.  Go  to  Mike  4. 

GREGORY  D.  STOVER:  (West  Ohio) 
1  move  that  we  postpone  debate  on  the 
body  of  the  report  until  the  recommen- 
dations are  returned  from  the  section 
on  General  and  Judicial  Administration 
and  that  the  entire  report,  the  recom- 
mendation to,  or  the  section  'Living 
into  the  Future,'  and  all  petitions  per- 
taining to  the  CPT  report  be  dealt  with 
at  that  time. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  that  is  a  long 
motion.  I  would  ask  for  you  to  restate  it 
and  then  be  sure  it  is  written  out  to  the 
secretary  so  the  body  can  understand  it 
is  a  motion  to  postpone. 

A  Mohwi  (0  Postpone  Discussion 
of  CPT  Report  is  Approved 

STOVER:  Thank  you.  My  motion  is: 
"1  move  that  we  postpone  debate  upon 
the  main  body  of  the  CPT  report  until 
that  time  that  the  report  on  'Living  into 
the  Future'  is  returned  from  the  legisla- 
tive section  on  General  and  Judicial  Ad- 
ministration. And  that  at  that  time,  the 
full  report  'Living  into  the  Future'  and 
all  petitions  related  to  theConnectional 
Process  Team  report  be  considered." 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  the  motion  to 
postpone  is  before  you,  is  there  anyone 
who  would  like  to  speak  against  it. 

STOVER:  If  there  is  a  second  I  would 
like  to  speak  to  it. 


BISHOP  BLAKE:  It  is  seconded, 
thank  you.  You  may  speak  to  it. 

STOVER:  My  concern  is  what  we  are 
doing  legislatively  at  this  point  is  that 
we  are  separating  portions  of  this  re- 
port and  legislation  and  that  we  are  go- 
ing to  spend  much  additional  time, 
perhaps  debating  this  whole  issue  two 
or  three  times  along  the  way.  It  is  going 
to  be  difficult  for  us  to  keep  up  with 
what  portions  we  are  dealing  with, 
where  other  portions  of  the  legislation 
are  and  I  believe  that  we  need  to  set  a 
time  when  it  can  all  come  before  us.  We 
can  have  our  debate  and  make  our  deci- 
sion. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  is  there  a  per- 
son who  would  speak  against  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone?  Clear  at  the  back, 
mike  8.  Recognize  mike  8. 

BEVERLY  L.  WILKES:  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers)  I'm  speaking  in  opposition  to 
the  motion  currently  on  the  floor  in 
support  of  the  previous  motion  to  put 
sections,  pp.  5  through  18  all  in  the 
same  legislative  committee,  number  6, 
so  that  committee  can  bring  back  one 
report  that  covers  the  entire  document. 
So  rather  than  stop  the  dialogue,  the 
legislative  committee  would  be  study- 
ing p.  5  through  the  end  of  the  CPT  re- 
port and  bringing  that  back.  So  I  am  in 
opposition  to  this  motion. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Does  anyone  want 
to  speak  for.  Number  4.  Number  4. 

SCOTT  J.  JONES:  (North  Texas  Con- 
ference) I  am  also  vice-chair  of  the  legis- 
lative committee  on  Faith  and  Order.  I 
think  the  motion  to  postpone  allows  us 
to  leave  this  debate  and  resume  work  in 
our  legislative  committees.  I  also  think 
it  does  what  the  previous  speaker  was 
seeking  to  do.  It,  in  effect,  allows  for  the 
committee  on  General  and  Judicial  Ad- 
ministration to  consider  all  these 
things;  bring  back  to  the  body  and  let  us 
look  at  it  all  at  the  same  time,  in  a  holis- 
tic way.  I  have  lots  of  concerns  about 
the  CPT  report.  I  want  a  chance  to  air 
those  and  do  it  a  way  that  is  clear  and 
decisive.  And  so  I  hope  you  will  post- 
pone debate  and  take  it  up  as  a  whole 
package  after  the  legislative  process 
has  had  its  chance.  I  am  ready  to  get  to 
my  legislative  committee.  How  about 
/all? 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  I'll  recognize  a  per- 
son speaking  against  postponement. 
Over  here. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  One,  microphone 
one. 


EWING  WERLEIN  JR.  (Texas):  I 
would  oppose  postponement  for  the 
reas — and  also  the  motion  to  refer, 
which  preceded  it — for  this  reason.  It  is 
not,  it  seems  to  me,  as  if  we  have  not 
had  deliberation.  We  devoted  the  better 
part  of  a  morning  session  in  our  groups 
the  other  day  to  careful  and  deliberate 
consideration  of  this  over-all  issue.  I 
don't  know  what  happened  in  all  of  the 
groups,  of  course.  But  I  know  in  mine, 
and  those  that  I  heard  about  from  oth- 
ers, these  cross-sections  of  groups  had 
almost  unanimity  in  their  feelings  that 
this  was  not  a  report  that  should  go  for- 
ward. It  seems  to  me  that  if  that  is  in- 
deed the  sense  of  the  body,  after 
deliberation  in  the  plenary,  that  we 
should  decide  that  now  and  conserve 
our  resources  and  energy  in  legislative 
committees  for  other  matters  that  are 
important,  and  also,  and  that  do  need 
the  deliberative  process  of  the  commit- 
tee. On  the  other  hand,  if  the  motion  to 
non-concur  fails  here  in  this  plenary  af- 
ter all  of  the  deliberation  we've  given  to 
it,  then  of  course,  it  would  make  sense 
for  it  to  go  for  further  study  to  the  legis- 
lative committee  and  for  us  to  resume 
that  legislative  process.  But  this  is  not  a 
new  motion,  this  is  not  something  that 
we  have  not  had  long  and  careful  con- 
sideration and  as  an  entire  Conference 
deliberated  carefully  in  our  study 
groups.  So  I  would  support  a  voting 
against  the  motion  to  postpone  and  the 
motion  to  refer. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  now,  you  have 
had  two  speeches  for  and  two  speeches 
against  postponement.  Your  rules  al- 
low one  more.  Who  would  speak  for 
postponement?  I'll  refer  to  the  back  left, 
clear  at  the  back  .  .  .  clear  at  the  back. 
No — microphone  seven?  How  move 
you? 

YONG  S.  LEE  (Iowa):  I  rise  to  speak  in 
support  of  the  motion,  postponement. 
As  you  see  here,  this  is  a  very  large 
body.  The  CPT  report  is  fairly  complex. 
And  also,  yesterday,  from  the  reflecting 
groups,  we  did  gather  a  number  of  in- 
teresting comments,  suggestions,  and 
also  questions.  I  believe  these  things 
can  best  be  handled  in  a  legislative 
committee  for  clarification,  for  perfec- 
tion, so  that  this  large  body  can  deal 
with  these  issues  more  orderly  and  re- 
sponsibly when  that  preliminary  legis- 
lative work  is  done.  If  we  violate  this 
due  process,  I'm  not  really  sure  how 
this  large  body  can  actually  work  as  a 
committee  of  a  whole  to  deal  with  all 
the  specific  issues  of  this  complex  re- 
port. So  I — 
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BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  OK,  you  need 
to  begin  to  sum  up. 

LEE:  ...  so  I  support  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  debate  to  the  legislative 
committee,  and  then  let  the  legislative 
committee  bring  it  back  to  the  floor 
when  it  is — when  the  work  is  done. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  now  there's 
time,  there  .  . .  you  will  have  one  more 
sto  'ment  against  the  motion.  Against? 
Microphone  number  four,  please  move 
to  the — are  you  speaking  against  the 
motion?  And  then  we  will  put  the  ques- 
tion before  you. 

PHYLLIS  S.  FERGUSON  (Pacific 
Northwest):  Bishop,  1  move  the  previ- 
ous question  and  all  that  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  on  all  that  is  be- 
fore us.  Your  pending  motions  are  all 
before  us.  This  is  a  nondebatable  mo- 
tion; it  is  a  motion  to  cut  off  debate.  If 
you — "yes,"  number  one;  "no,"  num- 
ber two — if  you  move  the  previous 
question.  Vote  when  the  light  comes  on. 
lYes,  787:  No.  137}  It  passes,  85%.  Now 
the  motion  . . .  yes.  The  motion  to  p)ost- 
pone  will  be  the  first  motion  that  we 
deal  with,  and  then  depending  on  what 
you  do  with  that,  we  may  or  may  not  go 
to  other  motions.  The  chairperson  of 
the  committee  has  a  right  always  to 
sp)eak,  even  when  the  pre\'ious  ques- 
tion has  been  called.  So,  Minerva,  you 
have  the  right  to  speak  on  this — on  the 
matters  before  us. 

MINERVA  CARCANO:  The 
Connectional  Process  Team  was 
asked  to  guide,  manage,  and  promote  a 
transformational  direction  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  At  the  same 
time,  the  1996  General  Conference 
asked  all  of  us  as  United  Methodists  to 
together  discern  God's  will  and  God's 
vision  for  the  church.  You  have  heard 
the  deliberations  of  the  CPT,  our  efforts 
to  guide  the  church  in  the 
transfornuitional  direction,  our  efforts 
to  listen  to  the  church  as  a  confirmation 
of  God's  vision  and  God's  will.  To- 
gether, we  heard  this  morning  the  chair 
of  the  Committee  on  General  and  Judi- 
cial Administration  say  to  us  that  she 
was  asking  for  referral  of  the  "Living 
Into  the  Future"  section  and  consider- 
ing the  previous  section  of  the  repwrt  as 
information  helpful,  helpful  to  the  on- 
going work  of  that  legislative  commit- 
tee. Because  of  all  of  these  things,  the 
CPT  would  oppose  the  recommenda- 
tion for  postponement  and  support  the 
recommendation  that  the  entire  report 
go  to  Legislative  Committee  number 


BISHOP  BLAKE:  Now  we  will  vote 
on  the  motion  to  postpone;  one  for 
"yes,"  two  for  "no."  Please  vote  when 
the  light  comes  on. .  .  .  That  fails.  Now 
the  motion  to  substitute  is  before  us. 
That  motion  to  substitute  was  to  refer 
these  pages  to  Legislative  Committee 
number  six.  Vote  one  for  yes,  and  two 
for  no,  if  you  would  approve  that  mo- 
tion for  substitution.  Vote  when  the 
light  comes  on.  (Yes,  562;  No,  365]  Now 
the  substitution  is  the  main  motion.  Be- 
cause you  are  under  the  previous  ques- 
tion, it  is  not  debatable.  You  are  now 
voting  as  you  have  approved  the  sub- 
stitute as  the  main  motion.  Now  you 
will  vote  again  on  it  as  the  main  motion. 
If  you  would  approve  the  referral  to 
Legislative  Committee  Number  Six  of 
the  pages  before  you  in  this  motion, 
you  will  vote  one,  yes,  and  two  for  no. 
You're  voting  on  it  as  the  main  motion. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  comes  on. 
[Yes,  597:  No,  346]  That  is  the  main  mo- 
tion. Let  me  clarify  for  the  body:  The 
first  section  of  the  repwrt  goes  to  Legis- 
lative Committee  number  six;  the  last 
part  of  the  repwrt  goes  to  the  Judicial 
and  Administration  Legislative  Com- 
mittee, and  that's  the  action  that  you 
have  taken,  and  we  want  to  thank  the 
Connectional  Process  Team  for  their 
leadership  and  their  contribution.  Now 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  When— let  me  say 
that  we  don't  have  free  time  here.  Hold 
steady.  When  you  approved  your 
agenda  and  committee  report  this 
morning  ,  it  was  stated  in  that  report 
that  following  this  report,  there  shall  be 
no  other  business  before  the  confer- 
ence. The  reason  for  that  was  that  if  we 
have  time  this  morning,  the  legislative 
committees  need  that  time  rather  than 
other  time  in  the  plenaries;  so  therefore, 
I'm  going  to  turn  to  the  Committee  on 
Presiding  Officers  and  the  secretary  of 
the  Conference  for  announcements. 
Are      there  Does      Paul 

Extrum-Femandez  have  any  report  for 
the  body?  No  report?  Carolyn  Mar- 
shall, any  announcements?  Carolyn,  do 
you  have  any  announcements? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Yes. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  She's  getting  orga- 
nized. All  of  us  need  that  every  once  in 
a  while. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  We  have  been  requested  to 
clarify  the  fact  that  the  United  Method- 
ist Higher  Education  banquet  is  sched- 


uled for  tonight  at  5:30  in  Ballroom  D  at 
the  Convention  Center. 

Then  in  today's  DC  A,  on  page  1797, 
there  is  the  announcement,  the  printed 
announcement  of  the  one  that  was 
made  verbally  yesterday  about  the 
meeting  of  the  Interjurisdictional  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy.  However,  unless 
all  of  you  are  clearer  on  days  than  I  am, 
tomorrow  night  is  not  May  5,  and  you 
may  read  that  wondering  which  was 
correct.  It  is  tonight.  May  5,  at  10:00  in 
Room  205A. 

The  travel  checks  have  been  distrib- 
uted, I  believe,  to  the  heads  of  delega- 
tior\s,  but  we  have  been  asked  to  let  all 
of  you  know  that  they  may  be  cashed  at 
the  Fifth  Third  Bank,  located  at  1404 
East  Ninth  Street — it's  the  comer  of 
Ninth  and  Rockwell,  with  the  direc- 
tiorw  here  to  go  past  the  Sheraton  Hotel 
and  take  the  first  right,  the  bank  is  lo- 
cated about  one-and-a-half  blocks  on 
the  right.  Banking  hours  are  8:30  to  5:00, 
Monday  through  Friday.  The  bank  is 
closed  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  Offering  Totaled 

The  offering  which  was  taken  yester- 
day for  Habitat  for  Humanity  totaled 
512,787.75. 

(Applause) 

And  the  closing  one.  Bishop,  regards 
the  bios  for  University  Senate  and  the 
Judicial  Council.  A  word  of  explanation 
comes  in  that  regard.  The  Discipline 
does  specify  that  the  bios  must  be  pub- 
lished for  the  Judicial  Council;  how- 
ever, the  1996  General  Conference 
requested  that  the  same  process  apply 
for  University  Senate,  and  that  is  being 
implemented.  The  bios  are  to  be  no 
more  than  100  words  and  are  to  be  in 
the  Secretary's  office.  Room  204,  by  3 
p.m.  today. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  I  know  several  of 
you  are  trying  to  get  the  floor.  Let  me 
explain  that  any  extension  of  time, 
there  will  have  to  be  a  move  to  extend 
the  time  because  of  the  adoption  of  the 
agenda  you  made.  1  will  see  what  the 
matter  is — please  go  to  microphone 
three.  Microphone  three,  please. 

(General  Conference  Moves  Against 
Confederate  Battle  Flag  in  South  Carolina 

TIM  MCCLENDON  (South  Carolina): 
I  believe  it's  a  worthy  extension  of  time. 
I  move  that  we  extend  the  time  and  sus- 
pend Rule  29  to  take  up  a  matter  that 
our  entire  delegation  has  voted  on 
unanimously,  to  make  the  resolution  in 
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keeping  with  last  night's  wonderful 
service  to  take  the  Confederate  battle 
flag  off  the  statehouse  in  South 
Carolina. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  If  you  would  ...  are 
you  making  the  motion  to  extend  the 
time  to  deal  with  this  matter? 

MCCLENDON:  If  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  time  is  necessary.  But  also . . . 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  I  think  because  of 
the  rules,  it  is.  If  you  would  extend  the 
time  and  suspend  the  rules  to  deal  with 
this  matter,  vote  "yes"  or  "no"  on  that 
motion  when  the  light  comes  on.  "Yes," 
630;  "No,"  275.  You  have  ordered  it. 

MCCLENDON:  I  also  move  to  sus- 
pend Rule  29,  so  we  can  quickly  deal 
with   the  resolution  from  the  South 
Carolina  delegation. 
BISHOP  BLAKE:  Standing  Rule  29? 
MCCLENDON:  Yes  sir. 
BISHOP  BLAKE:  The  motion  is  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  this  purpose.  If 
you  would  suspend  the  rules,  indicate 
your  vote  when  the  light  comes  on.  Yes, 
722;   No,    176.    Proceed,   microphone 
number  three. 

MCCLENDON:  Bishop,  we  hoped  to 
do  this  last  night  before  the  worship 
service,  because  of  its  the  theme  . . . 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Speak  right  into  the 
mike,  and  microphone  number  three, 
technicians. 

MCCLENDON:  Bishop,  we  hoped  to 
do  this  last  night,  before  the  worship 
service,  because  of  the  theme  of  repen- 
tance and  reconciliation,  but  the  matter 
and  the  issue  of  the  Confederate  Flag 
over  the  statehouse  in  South  Carolina  is 
still  before  us,  and  therefore,  on  behalf 
of  our  entire  delegation,  I  wish  to  offer 
the  following  resolution:  Whereas  the 
Confederate  battle  flag  is  offensive  to 
many,  and  whereas  the  South  Carolina 
General  Conference  delegation  unani- 
mously supports  the  removal  of  the 
flag  from  the  South  Carolina  State- 
house,  and  whereas  the  South  Carolina 
Annual    Conference    has    previously 
adopted  and  voted  its  support  of  the 
flag's  removal,  be  it  resolved  that  the 
2000  General  Conference  support  the 
efforts      of      Bishop     ].      Lawrence 
McCleskey,  the  South  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  other  faith  communities, 
organizations,  and  political  leaders  in 
the  removal  of  the  Confederate  flag 
from  the  South  Carolina  statehouse. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  Is  there— it  is  sec- 
onded. Care  to  speak  to  it?  I  believe  it 
speaks  for  itself  on  behalf  of  all  that  we 


stand  for  as  United  Methodists.  Any- 
one else  wish  to  speak  to  the  matter? 
Vote  when  the  light  comes  on.  [Yes, 
861;  No,  67]  The  resolution  has  been 
adopted. 

(Apjilause) 

Thank  you.  I'm  going  to  recognize 
back  at  mike  5,  and  then  I  would  really 
want  to  encourage  us  that  that's  the 
only  other  recognition  that  I  saw  when  I 
recognized  the  person  over  here.  So 
again  you  are  under  the  order  of  the 
day  of  no  other  business.  If  anything  is 
considered,  you  will  have  to  make  a 
motion  to  make  that  possible.  Mike 
five. 

PEGGY  SEWELL  (Rocky  Mountain): 
I  move  to  suspend  the  rules  to  address  a 
process  that  would  allow  the  General 
Conference  to  address  the  difficult  situ- 
ation we  find  our  selves  in;  we  pres- 
ently cannot  work  with  specific  '96 
disciplinary  paragraphs;  in  order  to 
bring  them  into  alignment  with  the  rest 
of  the  Discipline. 

BISHOP  BLAKE:  OK,  if  s  a  moHon  to 
suspend  the  rules,  which  would — I'm 
not  going  to  ask  for  a  separate  motion 
on  extending  the  time;  by  implication 
you  would  be  doing  this.  Is  there  a  sec- 
ond? It  is  seconded.  The  motion  is  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  this  purpose.  If 
you  suspend  the  rules,  vote  yes  or  no. 
Vote  when  the  light  comes  on.  [Yes,  482; 
No,  439] 

It  requires  two-thirds.  It  does — the 
rules  are  not  suspended.  The  legislative 
committees  will  meet.  The  chairs  will 
meet  you  there  in  terms  of  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  schedule.  I'm  going 
to  turn — There  is  a  session  here  tomor- 
row moriung  at  8:00  during  the 
rest — rest  of  this  day  in  your  legislative 
committees.  And  I've  asked  Bishop  Jim 
Ault  to  offer  a  closing  prayer. 

BISHOP  JAMES  MASE  AULT:  Let  us 
rise  for  a  benediction. 

Go  forth  in  peace  to  serve  God 
and  your  neighbor  in  all  that  you  do. 

Render  to  no  person  evil  for  evil; 
but  in  so  far  as  it  depends  upon  you, 

live  at  peace  with  all. 

Lift  the  fallen.  Speak  a  word  of  hope 

to  the  discouraged. 

Visit  the  sick  and  the  prisoner. 

Comfort  the  dying. 

And  the  grace 

of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

the  love  of  God, 


and  the  commuruon  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
be  with  us  all.  Amen. 

STEVEN  BRYANT:  Take  another  half 
a  minute,  and  then  we'll  conclude  in 
prayer.  {Pause)  Let's  all  be  silent  for  a 
moment  together.  Let's  pull  our  con- 
versation to  a  close  and  be  quiet  and  be- 
gin to  listen  to  God  for  a  closing 
moment.  We  listen  to  God  in  one  an- 
other and  we  listen  to  God  in  sil(  nee. 
Let's  be  silent  for  just  a  moment  and  lis- 
ten quietly,  and  listen  deeply  to  how 
God  is  speaking  to  us,  how  God  is  call- 
ing us  today. 

(Pause) 

First,  lift  up  the  persons  with  whom 
you  are  sharing  in  love.  Bring  them  into 
your  abiding,  in  love,  (pause)  and  listen 
for  what  God  is  saying  to  you;  or  how 
God  is  calling  you;  or  God's  longing  of 
love  within  you  today.  (Pause)  And  lis- 
ten for  what  difference  that  may  make 
in  your  life,  and  your  attitudes  or  ac- 
tions or  in  the  actual  process  of  deci-  I 
sion-making  today.  (Pause)  John  writes,  ' 
"No  one  has  ever  seen  God  and  yet,  if 
we  love  one  another,  God  lives  in  us 
and  his  love  is  perfected  in  us. 

(Prayer)  \ 

BISHOP  WALTER  KLAIBER:  Be- 
loved, let  us  love  one  another,  for  God 
loves  us.  Beloved,  let  us  love  our  neigh- 
bor, because  God  loves  them  as  well  as 
us.  Beloved,  let  us  love  those  who  are 
foreign  to  us,  even  our  enemies,  because 
God  loves  them  as  well  as  us.  God  loves 
us.  He  has  blessed  us  with  the  liberating 
grace  of  his  son  Jesus  Christ;  vdth  the  life 
giving  love  of  the  Creator;  with  the  lov- 
ing fellowship  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Let  us 
receive  this  blessing  again  this  morning. 
Please  stand  as  you  are  able.  I  will  speak 
this  blessing  in  German: 

Die  Guade  unseres  Herm  Jesu  Christi 

und  die  Hebe  Gottes, 

und  die  Gemeinschaft  des  Heiligen  Geistes 

sie  mit  euch  alien.  Amen. 

(Song) 

(Applause) 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:   Please 
be  seated. 

(Music) 
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BISHOP  COiyMEUUS  L  HENDERSON: 
(Applause)  The  greatest  need  on  this 
earth  is  the  need  for  affirmation.  To  see 
this  large  number  of  young  people  here 
on  a  Saturday  morning  is  an  incredible 
witness,  and  1  would  like  for  all  of  us 
again  to  say  thanks  to  these  wonderful 
young  people.  (Applause)  Let's  hear  it. 
Thank  you.  (Applause)  They  belong  to 
us  and  we  belong  to  them.  Bishop 
Woody  Heam  has  a  granddaughter  in 
this  choir.  Where  are  you?  Laura,  wave 
your  hand.  Where  are  you,  Laura? 
Stand. 

Well,  we  thank  God  for  all  the  grand- 
daughters and  daughters  and  as  well 
the  grandsons  and  sons,  thank  you. 
And  thanks  to  those  piersons  responsi- 
ble for  giving  leadership  to  this  won- 
derful group.  Thanks  to  Bishop  Jordan 
for  his  powerful  message  to  us  all. 
There  is  a  young  lady  in  the  choir  who  is 
from  Denver,  Colorado.  Where  are  you 
Miss  Bennett?  Or  maybe  she  is  in  the 
delegation.  Where  are  you?  OK,  would 
you  stand  for  just  a  moment  you  are 
near  mike  5.  We  want  to  have  just  a  sec- 
ond or  two  of  special  prayer.  Let  us  all 
be  in  order  as  we  remember  Columbine 
and  remember  a  thousand  such  places 
all  over  this  world  that  do  not  receive 
press  coverage,  where  our  children  are 
being  slaughtered.  Yes,  ma'am,  Miss 
Bennett. 

Columbine,  Colorado,  Remembered 

JANA  BENNETT  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Thank  you  Bishop.  I  am  from  the  Little- 
ton, Colorado,  community,  and  was 
deeply  saddened  to  hear  that  on  Thurs- 
day, two  weeks  after  the  anniversary  of 
the  Columbine  school  shooting,  a 
youth  from  Columbine  took  his  own 
life.  While  this  is  not  directly  connected 
to  the  shootings  last  year,  this  event  in- 
hibits the  healing  of  the  community  as  a 
whole,  and  so  I  am  asking  for  a  moment 
of  silence  and  then  for  us  to  be  led  in 
prayer,  (silence  followed  by  prayer) 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you 
so  much.  What  a  great  honor  it  is  for  me 
as  the  episcopal  servant  assigned  to  the 
Florida  Area  to  be  in  the  chair  this 
morning.  And  what  a  marvelous  dele- 
gation you  have  been  since  this  General 
Conference  session  commenced.  And  I 
want  to  express  to  you  a  word  of  per- 
sonal gratitude  for  the  splendid  way 
that  you  have  conducted  the  business 


of  this  General  Conference.  If  s  such  a 
delight.  I  wish  you  could  sit  here  where 
the  secretarial  staff  and  the  bishops  of 
the  church  sit,  to  see  how  beautiful  you 
are.  It  is  incredible.  Thank  God  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  here  wit- 
ness of  f)ower  all  across  the  world.  And 
thank  you  for  being  such  a  splendid 
group.  Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Massey  will 
come  forth  now  to  bring  us  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Agenda. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  Bishop 
Henderson  and  delegates:  The  calen- 
dar, the  agenda  is  on  the  inside  page  of 
your  DCA.  I  would  move  its  approval 
with  one  slight  alteration.  To  enable  the 
plenary  and  legislation  to  flow  more 
smoothly,  you  will  not  be  hearing  from 
the  financial  administration  chair  this 
morning  but  on  Monday.  With  that, 
bishop,  I  move  the  approval  of  the 
agenda  for  today. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  It  is  before 
the  body  if  you  wall  approve  press  one, 
if  you  disapprove  press  two.  Vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  791;  No,  18.] 

MASSEY:  And  now  we  will  hear  from 
our  calendar  chairperson,  Gere  Reist. 

L.  RTZGERALD  REIST:  For  those  of 
you  who  are  of  German  descent  or 
background  or  currently  living  in  Eu- 
rope, Reist  (pronounced  rye-sht)  is  the 
family  name,  but  it  was  Anglicized  to 
Reist  (pronounced  reest),  and  I  answer  to 
either  one.  Please  turn  in  your  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  for  yesterday,  Fri- 
day, May  5,  2000,  Vol.  4,  No.  4,  to  p. 
1 834.  The  first  Consent  Calendar  begins 
there.  Consent  Calendar  AOl  begins  on 
page  1834  with  calendar  item  3.  Calen- 
dar Items  1  and  2  on  p.  1834  and  Calen- 
dar Items  12  and  14  on  p.  1835  have 
been  removed  at  the  request  of  dele- 
gates. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of  this 
Consent  Calendar  with  the  exceptions 
that  have  been  lifted  up. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  If  you  will 
approve  press  1.  If  you  disapprove 
press  2.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  783:  No,  33} 

FITZGERALD  REIST:  Consent  Cal- 
endar BOl  begins  on  page  1838  with 
Calendar  Item  48.  Calendar  Item  67  on 
page  1840  has  been  moved  to  Consent 
Calendar  C02  found  in  today's  DCA. 
This  calendar  was  incorrectly  reported 
with  the  recommendation  of  concur- 
rence, the  actual  recommendation  was 
for  nonconcurrence.  Calendar  Items  76 
and  77  on  page  1840  have  also  been  re- 
moved. These  calendar  items  were  in- 


correctly reported  as  having  no  finan- 
cial implication.  They  do  have  financial 
implication. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida):  I 
move  the  approval  of  the  Consent  Cal- 
endar BOl  with  the  exceptions  men- 
tioned. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  If  you  ap- 
prove, vote  by  pressing  1 .  If  you  disap- 
prove, vote  by  pressing  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Yes,  181;  No, 
14] 

FITZGERALD  REIST:  All  right.  Con- 
sent Calendar  COl  begins  on  page  1841 
with  Calendar  Item  83.  Calendar  Item 
85  on  page  1841,  and  Calendar  Item  98 
on  page  1842,  and  Calendar  Item  141  on 
page  1846  have  been  removed  at  the  re- 
quest of  delegates. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  I  move  the 
approval  of  Consent  Calendar  COl  with 
the  exceptions  mentioned. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  If  you  so  ap- 
prove please  vote  by  pressing  1.  If  you 
disapprove,  vote  by  pressing  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  818; 
No,  32] 

HTZGERALD  REIST:  I  have  one  con- 
cluding announcement  to  explain 
something  that  some  of  you  may  find 
confusing  in  today's  DCA. You  will  no- 
tice that  after  some  of  the  Calendar 
Items,  where  the  sub-paragraph  indica- 
tion should  be,  there  is  a  minus  1.  In 
those  instances  you  may  refer  to  the  pe- 
tition number  for  the  correct  sub-para- 
graph number.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you 
very  much.  GCOM  report  number  2, 
will  indeed  be  presented  at  this  point. 
I'd  like  to  first  recognize  Mr.  Danny 
Soliz.  (Pause)  Just  one  moment.  The 
mike  here  at  the  podium,  please. 

DANNY  SOLIZ  (Rio  Grande):  Bishop 
Henderson?  Danny  Soliz,  from  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference.  I  move  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  allow  the  distribution  to 
delegates,  and  to  those  on  the  platform, 
materials  which  will  be  part  of  the  re- 
p>ort  of  the  GCOM,  which  will  come  be- 
fore the  General  Conference  now,  and 
early  next  week,  including  the  report 
on  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  There's  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  for 
distribution,  requires  a  2/3  vote.  Is  that 
motion  seconded?  It  is  seconded.  If  you 
approve,  please  vote  by  pressing  1;  2  if 
you  disapprove.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears  to  suspend  the  rules.  lYes, 
792;  No,  38]  I  did  not  major  in  mathe- 
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matics  but  that  clearly  passes.  Thank 
you  very  much.  You  may  distribute  the 
material.  Ms.  Laura  Simmons. 

LAURA  SIMMONS  (West  Virginia): 
Hello,  1  am  from  the  West  Virginia  dele- 
gation and  my  home  church  is  Wood- 
land United  Methodist. 

SOLIZ:  From  Dallas,  Texas.  I'm  a  lay 
person  and  a  delegate  from  the  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference. 

MARIA  DE  CARVALHO  (Western 
Angola):  Member  of  GCOM  from 
Western  Angola  Annual  Conference, 
Africa. 

SIMMONS:  We  are  members  of  the 
GCOM.  We  come  to  you  today  to  cele- 
brate with  you  the  mission  and  minis- 
try of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  to  witness  to  you  how  God  is  work- 
ing in  our  midst.  The  GCOM  is  the 
place  in  the  church  where  the  program 
agencies  all  gather  to  assure  collabora- 
tion and  coordination  to  prioritize  for 
funding.   We   get   to   see   the   whole 
church  come  together.  We  experience 
the  parts  becoming  a  whole.  As  United 
Methodists,  we  are  connected  to  the 
church.  Each  of  us  is  connected  to  the 
ministry  of  every  other  local  congrega- 
tion, through  our  annual  conference, 
central  conference  and  General  Confer- 
ence linkage.  Within  this  room  are 
thousands  of  stories  of  mission  and 
ministry.  In  this  gathered  community 
we  could  never  complete  the  telling  of 
stories  of  how  our  lives  have  been 
changed  because  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  We  want  to  share  just  a 
few  of  these  stories  as  we  celebrate  our 
connections.  They  reveal  the  breadth 
and  depth  of  mission  and  ministry  in 
our  church. 

SOLIZ:  We  also  want  to  introduce  to 
you  a  document  that  is  the  product  of 
our  life  together  these  past  four  years. 
You  should  have  that  document  before 
you.  "Fulfilling  Christ's  Mission  in  the 
Life  of  The  United  Methodist  Church" 
was  written  through  an  ongoing  pro- 
cess of  clarification  and  consultation 
and  conferencing  in  the  United  States 
and  in  the  central  conferences.  It  is  ours 
to  use  as  we  together  continue  to  dis- 
cover all  the  ways  available  to  make 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  Let  us  begin 
our  journey  through  our  connection  by 
reading  the  opening  paragraphs  to- 
gether. You  can  read  from  the  brochure 
or  the  words  on  the  screen.  Join  me. 

UNISON  READING:  Glimpsing 
God's  movement  in  the  world  in  the  21" 
century.  United  Methodists,  as  a  part  of 
the  church  universal,  are  called  to  dis- 


cern and  join  in  God's  mission.  We  will 
be  a  worldwide  church,  which  pro- 
vides for  full  and  just  participation 
throughout  our  connection.  We  will 
strive  for  deeper  relatioi«hips  with 
other  churches  in  the  Methodist  family. 
SOLIZ:  What  follows  will  be  stories, 
clips,  images,  and  music  that  report  on 
what  is  being  done  and  will  be  done  as 
we  attend  to  the  crucial  effort  that  will 
bring  people  closer  to  Jesus  Christ.  We 
invite  you  to  celebrate  these  stories  of 
ministry.  To  tell  the  story  we  will  use 
the  categories  of  mission  and  ministry 
that  many  of  you  are  already  using  in 
your  local  settings,  outreach,  witness, 
nurture,  admirustration,  and  finance 
and  leadership.  First,  let's  reflect  on  the 
part  of  fulfilling  Christ's  mission  that 
deals  with  outreach. 

(Music) 

DE  CARVALHO:  As  United  Method- 
ists, outreach  is  a  natural  part  of  our 
commitment.  The  GCCUIC  helped  the 
church  to  deal  with  theological  differ- 
ences through  dialogue  these  past  four 
years.  United  Methodism  has  been 
re-established  in  the  capital  of  Lithua- 
nia. The  North  Carolina  Conference 
contributed  $50,000  to  the  project,  an 
amount  matched  by  the  GBGM  Millen- 
nial Fund.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  in  mission  in  162  countries. 
The  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People  is  working  with  others  to  advo- 
cate for  the  church  to  re-order  its  life  so 
that  ministry  with  young  people  be- 
comes a  priority.  Restorative  justice 
ministries  have  increased  our  commit- 
ment to  both  victims  and  perpetrators 
of  crimes. 

SIMMONS:  Every  day,  some  of  the 
nearly  ten  million  United  Methodists 
gather  for  mutual  care.  As  the  "Ful- 
filling Christ's  Mission"  document  puts 
it,  they  "invite  and  nurture  people  in 
spiritual  growth  centered  in  scripture 
and  our  Wesleyan  heritage,  practice 
hospitality,  celebrate  differences,  and 
affirm  gifts."  We  are  a  nurturing 
church.  Our  Wesleyan  heritage  de- 
mands that  we  live  out  a  biblical  man- 
date to  care  for  each  other's  soul. 

Over  a  half  a  million  United  Method- 
ists serve  as  leaders  for  educational 
work  in  local  churches. 

Nearly  a  million  United  Methodist 
Women  gather  on  a  regular  basis  for 
support  and  mutual  care. 

The  new  Commission  for  United 
Methodist  Men  enriched  the  lives  of 
many  at  the  Black  Men's  Conference. 


The  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  continues  to  preserve  our 
past — for  the  future. 

Approximately  60,000  mission  vol- 
unteers served  in  48  countries  in  1998. 

And  did  you  know  that  the  Summit 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  serves  breakfast  to  Ohio 
State  University  students  from  1  to  3 
a.m.? 

There  are  now  61  annual  conferences 
serving  Hispanics  compared  to  38  in 
1993.  We  anticipate  the  rapid  shifts  in 
population. 

The  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  and  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  continue  to  make 
our  lives  together  better  as  we  leam 
new  skills  to  relate  across  our  differ- 
ences. 

We  grow  as  we  celebrate  diversity. 

(Video  Presentation) 

SOLIZ:  As  United  Methodists,  we 
witness  to  the  power  of  the  Risen  Christ 
in  multitudes  of  ways.  Throughout  the 
time  zones  of  our  world  the  story  goes 
on.  While  I  am  sleeping,  Marilirw  is  tell- 
ing the  story  and  while  Marilina  is 
sleeping.  Bishop  Arichea  is  about  the 
work  of  witness. 

(Video  Presentation  and  Singing) 
Variety  of  UM  Global  Ministries 

SOLIZ:  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  an  initiative  to  remove 
land  mines  in  Mozambique.  Over  1,800 
mission  personnel  serve  The  United 
Methodist  Church  across  the  world 
through  the  support  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  With  32,000 
children  dying  of  preventable  causes 
every  24  hours,  the  bishops  have  pro- 
phetically held  children  before  the 
church  these  last  four  years.  With  up  to 
65  million  adults  in  the  United  States 
unchurched,  we  are  reaching  for  more 
innovative  ways  to  communicate.  F\ib- 
lic  aiuiouncements,  radio,  program- 
ming. Igniting  Ministries,  video,  web 
sites,  brochures,  books,  and  magazines, 
and  in  many  different  languages.  The 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
developed,  designed,  and  imple- 
mented 138  seminars  and  workshops 
during  these  past  four  years.  Asian 
American  United  Methodists  now  rep- 
resent more  than  15  languages  and  cul- 
tural groups.  This  challenge  is  partly 
addressed  by  a  proposal  to  come  before 
you  shortly. 
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Our  Korean  leaders  come  to  us  at  this 
General  Conference  with  a  plan  for  the 
future  of  this  growing  part  of  our 
church.  The  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  plans  to  develop  25-30  new  print 
and  other  media  resources  each  year  to 
assist  the  church  in  making  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ,  building  communities, 
providing  spiritual  leadership,  and 
supfKjrting  various  renewal  efforts. 

DE  CARV  ALHO:  As  we  attend  to  the 
task  of  making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ, 
we  must,  "develop  lay  and  clergy  lead- 
ers empHjwered  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
lead  the  church  in  spiritual  transforma- 
tion and  service." 

United  Methodists  and  Higher  Education 

Through  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  we  are  helping 
thousands  of  students  attend  college 
each  year.  In  1999  alone,  3,346  students 
were  awarded  over  S4  miUion  in  schol- 
arships while  many  others  received 
low-interest  loans.  Fifteen  thousand 
students  benefit  from  the  Black  College 
Fund,  and  we  rejoice  that  ^0%  of  all  Af- 
rican American  physicians  and  dentists 
in  the  U.S.  are  graduates  of  United 
Methodist-related  Meharry  Medical 
School.  Let  us  hear  from  a  few  students 
who  are  benefiting  from  our  commit- 
ment. The  women  of  college  scholar- 
ships and  mentoring  program  has 
enabled  many  women  to  get  Ph.D's. 
United  Methodist  seminaries  now  have 
faculty  members  from  this  program. 
The  General  Commission  on  Status  and 
Role  of  Women,  ethnic  caucuses. 
United  Methodist  Women,  and  United 
Methodist  Men  continue  to  empower 
men  and  women  to  develop  leadership 
skills  for  the  church  in  the  world. 

United  Methodist  seminaries — those 
in  the  United  States  and  in  Balkans, 
Russia,  Poland,  and  Africa — are  pro- 
viding essential  leadership  training. 
The  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministr)'  plans  to  expand  United 
Methodist  student  movement  at  over 
450  Wesley  Foundations  and  campus 
ministries,  270  local  churches,  and  300 
ecumenical  campus  partners. 

And  did  you  know  that  Margaret 
Paguida,  a  biotechnology  researcher  at 
Africa  University,  is  teaching  the  culti- 
vation of  mushrooms  to  orphans  in 
Zimbabwe?  The  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  continues  to 
strengthen  leadership  development  on 
racial  ethnic  persons  through  the  Mi- 
nority Group  Self-Determination  Fund. 


These  are  just  some  of  the  exciting  sto- 
ries about  leadership  in  the  church. 

GCOM  Plans  Quadrennial  Budget 

SIMMONS:  The  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  worked 
with  the  general  agencies  to  collaborate 
on  budget-building  for  the  next  qua- 
drennium.  That  process  was  exciting 
and  reflects  these  statements  in  fulfill- 
ing Christ's  mission:  'Teach  steward- 
ship as  a  grateful  response  to  God's 
generosity  that  evokes  abundant  gifts 
for  ministry  throughout  the  church; 
practice  collaborative,  consultative  de- 
cision-making processes  and  imple- 
mentation in  all  facets  of  church  life." 

As  United  Methodists  we  are  com- 
munities of  gratitude  and  generosity. 
During  the  past  four  years  United 
Methodist  congregations  gave  over  S16 
billion,  and  we  all  rejoice  that  the  per- 
centage of  giving  to  World  Service  has 
increased  each  year. 

(Video  Presentation) 

Later  in  this  conference  the  program 
and  budget  proposals  develof>ed  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration, working  with  the  pro- 
gram agencies,  will  be  before  you.  It 
reflects  a  very  small  increase  from  the 
last  four  years.  While  this  process  was 
good,  we  need  to  remind  you  that  there 
are  several  other  vital  ministries  of  the 
church  that  did  not  make  it  into  the 
budget.  These  innovative  ministries  are 
among  our  most  creative  and  hopeful 
ministries.  They  represent  significant 
collaboration  between  local  churches, 
annual  conferences,  and  several  pro- 
gram agencies.  GCOM's  next  report 
will  highlight  for  you  some  of  these 
programs  that  are  not  currently  in  the 
recommended  budget. 

(Video  Presentation) 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Microphone 

six,  please. 

GREG  PALMER  (East  Ohio):  We  are 
part  of  an  incredible  church,  and  for  the 
past  four  years  I  have  chaired  the  group 
of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
that  has  had  the  privilege  to  meet  on  an 
annual  basis  with  each  of  the  general 
secretaries  of  the  program  agencies.  At 
this  stage  in  the  report  it  feels  like  we 
need  to  thank  them  and  all  of  our  other 
general  secretaries  for  their  leadership. 
Will  the  general  secretaries  stand  up 
where  you  are  and  let  us  express  our 


deep  appreciation  for  your  leadership 
and  witness? 

(Applause) 

SIMMONS:  Our  church  is  certainly 
an  exciting  place  to  be.  I  wish  we  could 
go  on  and  hear  the  stories.  Each  one  of 
us,  each  one  of  you  is  in  these  stories.  As 
United  Methodists  our  blessings  send 
us  out  to  be  a  blessing.  We  do  rejoice 
that  these  are  our  stories.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  incredible.  Our 
long-term  commitment  to  mission  and 
ministry  makes  us  part  of  the  fabric  of 
the  future.  We  are  an  essential  part  of 
God's  plan.  Celebrate  with  us. 

(Song) 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Please  Uke 
your  seats.  Thank  you.  Worship  is  a 
verb,  worship  is  a  verb,  v — e — r — ^b. 
Let's  give  God  some  praise. 

(Applause) 

Who  said  that  Christians  cannot  have 
fun  in  worship?  Thank  you  very  much. 
We  are  indebted  to  this  leadership 
team,  Ms.  Simmons,  Mr.  Soliz,  and  Mrs. 
DeCarvalho  and  all  who  have  partici- 
pated in  bringing  this  splendid  report 
to  share  it  with  us  today.  I  recognize 
now  Bishop  Kim. 

Report  on  Korean  American  Ministries 

BISHOP  HAE-JONG  KIM  (New  York 
West):  Good  morning,  I  am  here  to 
bring  you  the  repxsrt  of  the  General 
Conference  Task  Force  on  Korean 
American  Ministries.  Remember  last 
General  Conference  you  commissioned 
a  task  force  to  do  research  and  bring 
back  the  report  of  what  would  be  of 
need  and  vision  for  the  Korean  Ameri- 
can churches,  so  here  we  have  the  re- 
port now.  We  are  proposing  a  new 
initiative  called  Advancing  United 
Methodist  Ministries  among  Korean 
Americans.  In  1835  (music)  the  first  mis- 
sionary, Henry  G.  Appenzeller,  was 
sent  to  Korea  by  the  Methodist  church. 
He  arrived  in  Inchon  Harbor  on  Easier 
Sunday  that  year  and  began  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  the  Korean  people  who 
have  never  heard  the  gospel.  Method- 
ism began  to  take  root  in  Korean  soil. 
One  of  the  first  churches  was  Neri 
Church  in  Inchon.  Through  the  efforts 
of  Methodist  missionaries,  the  first 
group  of  Korean  American  immigrants 
journeyed  from  Korea  to  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  in  1903.  They  worked  in  pineap- 
ple plantations.  Then  the  Neri  Church 
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in  Inchon  sent  a  missionary  pastor  with 
several  thousand  Korean  immigrants 
in  Hawaii,  and  that  was  the  first  Korean 
immigrant  church.  Seventy  years  later, 
a  new  wave  of  immigration  began  to  ar- 
rive on  these  shores,  not  by  ship  this 
time  but  by  Boeing  747.  Year  2003  will 
mark  the  centennial  of  the  Korean  im- 
migrants' arrival.  We  celebrate  the 
growth  of  Korean  American  churches 
along  with  the  growth  of  the  immigrant 
population. 

Today  there  are  more  than  1 .4  million 
Korean  Americans  in  North  America  or 
United  States,  and  in  1970  there  were 
only  six  Korean  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  U.S.,  including  the  first 
church  in  Hawaii,  established  in  1903. 
A  new  wave  of  Korean  immigration 
began  around  1970  and  continues  until 
this  day.  This  provided  The  United 
Methodist  Church  new  opportunities 
to  minister  to  Korean  population. 
Through  the  pioneering  and  dedicated 
leadership  of  Korean  American  pas- 
tors, assisted  by  the  faithful  partnership 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  a 
timely  response  of  EMLC,  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  emphasis,  there 
has  been  exciting  congregational  devel- 
opment among  Koreans.  As  a  result  to- 
day we  have  some,  oops,  we're  already 
out  of  date:  We  have  400. 

(Applause) 

We  have  experienced  the  growth  in 
pastoral  leadership  as  well.  Presently 
there  are  more  than  500  Korean  Ameri- 
can pastors  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  90  are  clergywomen 
(Applause)  and  25  young,  next-genera- 
tion ministers.  We  have  been  very  for- 
tunate that  Bishop  Duecker  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops  was  assigned  as  a 
consultant  and  has  given  us  a  lot  of 
help,  especially  in  the  area  of  research, 
and  he  is  here  to  give  us  the  report. 

BISHOP  DUECKER:  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Kim.  1  was  asked  to  serve  as  the 
chair  of  the  research  committee  for  the 
task  force,  and  during  1998  we  con- 
ducted a  national  survey,  and  we  also 
held  12  focus  groups  around  the  coun- 
try to  determine  the  needs,  the  chal- 
lenges, and  the  aspirations  of  Korean 
American  clergy  and  laity.  The  survey 
was  sent  to  429  pastors  and  also  to  290 
laypersons  from  randomly  selected 
churches.  Forty-three  percent  of  the 
pastors  and  397c  of  the  laypersons  re- 
turned their  questionnaires.  Let  me 
share  some  of  the  key  findings  from  the 
survey. 


We  found  that  church  attendance  is 
increasing  in  the  majority  of  our  Korean 
American  United  Methodist  churches. 
We  found  that  both  laity  and  clergy  em- 
phasized the  need  for  bilingual  skills  to 
serve  the  next  generatior\s  and  also  to 
participate  in  the  total  life  of  our  de- 
nomination. We  learned  that  most 
clergy  express  satisfaction  with  their 
pastoral  appointment  and  likewise 
most  laypersons  were  found  to  be  satis- 
fied with  their  current  pastoral  leader- 
ship. But  three  out  of  four  respondents 
emphasized  the  need  for  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  appointment  pro- 
cess. Three  quarters  of  those  surveyed 
agreed  that  training  for  lay-clergy  part- 
nership in  leadership  is  a  very  high  pri- 
ority need.  A  significant  number  of 
respondents  indicated  the  desire  to 
know  how  this  United  Methodist 
Church  of  ours  works.  Four  out  of  five 
laypersons  and  pastors  reported  that 
their  churches  are  supporting  mission 
programs  through  our  connectional 
system.  When  people  were  asked  to 
identify  three  priorities  for  ministry, 
these  were  the  ones  identified: 

•  the  need  for  the  partnership  of  laity 
and  clergy  in  mission 

•  evangelism 

•  leadership  training  for  laypersons 
Half  of  those  surveyed  see  a  need  for 

leadership  training  that  will  assist  them 
and  aid  them  in  decision  making, 
cross-cultural  communication  and 
stewardship  development.  Just  over 
50%  of  the  clergy  state  that  their  congre- 
gations operated  in  shared  facilities. 
Through  the  focus  groups  we  learned 
that  many  shared-facility  arrange- 
ments are  unsatisfactory  and  some- 
times even  very  difficult.  There's  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  Korean  American 
leaders  to  explore  mutual  participation 
in  ministry  with  host  congregations. 
Next-generation  ministry  was  rated  as 
a  very  high  priority  by  both  clergy  and 
laity.  We  have  taken  the  results  of  this 
survey,  we  have  met  together  and  con- 
sulted, and  we  have  now  an  action  plan 
to  present  to  you  and  that  will  be  pre- 
sented by  Songja  Park,  a  laywoman 
who  served  as  vice-chair  of  this  task 
force. 

SONGJA  PARK:  Thank  you.  Bishop 
Duecker.  In  a  nutshell,  the  study  we 
conducted  in  1998  led  us  to  focus  on  the 
key  concerns.  First  is  the  challenge  to 
develop  new  leadership  patterns.  Sec- 
ond is  the  challenge  to  develop  and 
nurture  new  congregations.  Third  is  the 


challenge    to    foster    next-generation 
mirustry. 

Developing  New  Leadership  Patterns 
in  the  Korean  Church 

Let  me  elaborate  on  each  of  these  con- 
cerns. There  is  the  challenge  to  develop 
new  leadership  patterns.  The  history  of 
Korean  American  ministries  is  essen- 
tially the  history  of  the  Korean  immi- 
grant community,  which  spans  three 
generations.  There  is  conflict  where  the 
traditional  Korean  culture  meets  the 
American  culture.  This  is  being  experi- 
enced in  the  environment  of  Korean 
American  churches  today.  Some  illus- 
trations of  this  change  are:  the  demand 
for  bilingual  or  English-language  ser- 
vices, as  well  as — or  in  place  of — the  Ko- 
rean language  services;  the  challenges  to 
the  traditional  clergy-dominated  leader- 
ship to  a  clergy-lay  partnership  in  minis- 
try; the  change  from  a  male-dominated 
clergy  establishment  to  the  demand  for 
the  acceptance  and  recognition  of 
clergywomen. 

(Applause) 

It  is  urgent  for  the  future  of  the  United 
Methodist  ministries  among  Korean 
Americans  that  we  take  steps  to  ad- 
dress these  matters  now. 

Developing  New  Korean  Congregations 

Second,  is  the  need  to  develop  new 
congregations.  One  of  the  major 
achievements  of  Korean  American 
ministries  to  date  has  been  the  develop- 
ment of  new  congregations.  Within  the 
past  twenty-five  years  the  Korean 
American  community  has  established 
more  than  400  congregations  and  80 
mission  congregations.  These  numbers 
are  very  impressive,  but  we  acknowl- 
edge that  we  have  not  done  enough  to 
nurture  them  into  mature  congrega- 
tions functioning  within  the  United 
Methodist  connection.  Our  study  re- 
veals that  both  clergy  and  laity  wish  to 
be  in  mission  in  partnership  with  a 
larger  United  Methodist  Church. 

Fostering  New  Korean  Christians 

The  third  is  the  need  to  foster 
next-generation  ministry.  Our  study 
shows  there  is  a  silent  exodus  of  the  ; 
next  generations.  Exodus  begins  when  i 
Sunday  worship  services  are  con- 
ducted in  a  language  that  young  people 
do  not  understand.  If  only  the  home- 
land language  is  used,  Bible  study  loses 
touch  with  reality,  youth  activities  lack 
creativity  and  relevancy.  As  the  lan- 
guage, cultural,  and  leadership  gap 
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widens  between  the  first  generation 
and  succeeding  generations,  the  exo- 
dus begins.  There  is  an  old  Korean  ad- 
age which  says,  "It  is  easy  to  lose;  it  is 
much  harder  to  find."  Next-generation 
ministry  is  the  biggest  challenge  facing 
Korean  American  ministries  now  and 
in  the  future. 

The  future  of  Korean  American  min- 
istries depends  on  how  we  address 
these  three  concerns  today.  To  the  Ko- 
rean American  community  they  app>ear 
to  be  monumental  challenges  which  re- 
quire the  investment  of  the  resources 
and  energy  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

How  shall  we  address  these  three 
concerns?  The  task  force  proposes  six 
action  goals  for  the  next  quadrennium. 

•  One:  Implement  a  comprehensive 
leadership  development  program 
for  clergy  and  laity  with  an  empha- 
sis on  the  United  Methodist  con- 
nection, partnership  in  ministry, 
and  cross-cultural  communica- 
tions. 

•  Two:  Implement  a  vigorous  leader- 
ship program  for  Korean  American 
clergywomen. 

•  Three:  Establish  20  new  next-gen- 
eration congregations  and  15  cam- 
pus ministries. 

•  Four:  Strengthen  existing  mission 
congregations,  and  work  toward 
establishing  30  new  congregations. 

I  •  Five:  Recruit  40  next-generation 
Korean  Americans  for  ordained 
ministry. 

•  Six:  Continue  to  create  culturally 
relevant  resources  and  a  databank 
to  support  Korean  American  min- 
istries. 

Plans  to  Implement  Korean  UM  Goals 

To  implement  these  goals,  the  task 
force  recommends  that  the  General 
Conference  authorize  the  establish- 
ment of  a  United  Methodist  Council  on 
Korean  American  Ministries  for  the 
2001-2004  quadrennium  and  authorize 
It  to  work  in  close  cooperation  with  the 
{Council  of  Bishofjs,  Colleges  of 
{Bishops,  jurisdictional  and  annual  con- 
iferences,  and  all  relevant  general 
boards  and  agencies  and  commissions, 
by  planning  together  or  seeking  their 
consultation  and  advice.  The  1996  Gen- 
eral Conference  reminded  us  that  the 
mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  to  make  disciples  for  ]esus 
Christ.  The  task  force  firmly  believes 
hat  this  initiative  advancing  United 


Methodist  ministries  among  Korean 
Americans  offers  a  clear  direction,  spe- 
cific goals,  and  a  viable  structure  to  ful- 
fill this  mission. 

Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

(Song) 

BISHOP  KIM:  As  we  conclude  this  re- 
port, I  ask  two  next-generation  Korean 
Americans  to  come  here  and  give  us 
one-minute  witnesses.  Brandon  Cho. 

BRANDON  CHO  (California  Pacific 
Conference):  Good  morning. 

RESPONSE:  Good  morning. 

CHO:  I'm  here  to  put  a  human  face  to 
the  report  by  sharing  with  you  my  life 
story  in  one  minute. 

(Laughter) 

I'm  a  trans-generation,  also  known  as 
a  1.5  generation  Korean  American.  I 
was  bom  in  Seoul,  Korea,  and  moved  to 
Hawaii  with  my  family  at  the  tender 
age  of  14  back  in  1969. 1  grew  up  miss- 
ing my  parents,  who  sought  to  give 
their  children  a  better  life  in  the  States. 
They  endured  through  a  challenging 
life  coupled  with  language  barrier  and 
cultural  shock  in  their  newly  adopted 
homeland. 

I  remember  one  Friday  night  when  I 
went  to  help  my  mother  in  a  restaurant 
where  she  worked  and  saw  her  literally 
pass  out  on  the  kitchen  floor  from  ex- 
haustion. She  had  been  working  three 
jobs  nonstop  in  order  to  support  her 
five  young  children.  And  yet  she  kept 
on  going  and  this  is  one  small  example 
of  the  sacrifices  that  many  of  our 
first-generation  immigrants  have 
made.  I  am  thankful  to  my  mother 
who,  through  her  dedication,  sacrifice 
and  example  of  faith,  enabled  me  to  be- 
come who  I  am  today. 

I  ako  had  my  own  struggles  in  a 
search  for  identity  between  the  tradi- 
tional Korean  culture  and  an 
ever-changing  American  culture.  I  was 
too  Americanized  for  my  family  and 
too  Korean  for  my  non-Korean  friends. 
While  struggling  with  this  reality  in 
life,  I  discovered  that  my  bicultural 
skills  and  my  multicultural  experience 
were  indeed  God's  gift  to  me  for  the 
miiustry  of  Jesus  Christ  in  this  world. 

(Applause) 

I  have  to  remember  the  rainbows  that 
I  saw  during  my  growing  up  years  in 
Hawaii.  Those  rainbows  gave  me  the 
vision  of  the  ministry  of  unity,  har- 


mony, and  hof)e  among  all  God's  peo- 
ples. God  has  blessed  me  to  engage  in 
such  rainbow  ministries  as  a  pastor, 
district  superintendent,  and  a  commu- 
nity servant  leader.  Now  1  look  at  my 
own  son  who  thinks  he  is  a  big  A  Amer- 
ican and  a  small  k  Korean.  He  just 
earned  a  second-degree  black  belt  in 
Tae  Kwon  Do  last  week.  And  he  jok- 
ingly told  me,  "Dad,  don't  make  me  up>- 
set.  I  don't  want  to  hurt  you." 

(Laughter) 

Come  to  think  about  it,  I  was  about 
his  age  when  I  held  my  parents'  hands 
and  moved  to  Hawaii  from  Korea.  Now 
30  years,  31  years,  later  today  I  look  at 
him  and  wonder,  "What  will  his  future 
hold  for  him — both  opportunities  and 
challenges — as  a  Korean  American  dis- 
ciple of  Jesus  Christ?  What  will  he  take 
on,  on  for  himself,  and  what  can  I  pass 
on  to  him?" 

(Applause) 

Esther  Cho's  Story 
as  Korean  American  UM 

ESTHER  CHO:  Before  I  say  my  name, 
I'd  like  to  tell  you  who  I  am.  I  am  a  child 
of  an  immigrant  Korean  community. 
Reverend  Cho's  oldest  daughter — the 
good  daughter — who  took  care  of  all 
the  children  in  her  father's  church  and 
taught  Sunday  school  from  the  age  of 
ten.  What  could  a  ten-year-old  know  to 
teach  Sunday  school?  But  we  had  no 
other  teachers.  Our  parents  spoke  Ko- 
rean. We  were  taught  English  in  school. 
We  had  no  one  to  teach  us  bilingual  in 
both  languages,  so  we  made  do  by 
teaching  one  another.  We  were  poor. 
Our  families  were  different  from  the 
American  kids,  but  at  church  we  be- 
longed; we  fit  in.  Church  was  our 
home — my  father  in  the  pulpit,  my 
mother  appropriately  in  the  kitchen. 
The  church  family  served,  shared  al- 
most everything  in  common.  Today,  I 
am  Reverend  Esther  Miyahara-Cho. 

(Applause) 

The  name  in  itself  a  social  statement, 
not  only  one  of  those  hyphenated 
names  but  hyphenated  to  a  Japanese 
surname.  Recall  the  history  of  East  Asia 
in  recent  decades,  and  a  clergywoman 
at  that. 

We  are  indeed  breaking  new  ground 
in  the  next  generation.  The  first  time  1 
was  asked  to  identify  my  childhood 
heroes — influential  role  models — I  was 
saddened  to  know  that  I  could  not 
name  a  single  Korean  American — a 
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woman,  much  more.  No,  all  my  heroes 
were  White,  not  like  me.  Today  we 
have  a  small,  yet  dedicated,  core  of  sec- 
ond-generation Korean  American  lead- 
ers in  our  community.  We  have  even 
ordained  Korean  women  as  part  of  this 
leadership.  Working  in  partnership  our 
mothers  and  our  fathers  who  have 
paved  the  way  before  us,  we  hope  that 
perhaps  the  next  generation  will  be  able 
to  name  some  role  models  that  are  like 
them. 

And  today  Korean  American  families 
are  not  all  the  same.  For  one  thing,  my  hus- 
band, the  Reverend  John  Miyahara-Cho, 
makes  a  much  better  pastor's  wife  in  the 
kitchen  than  1  do,  hands  down! 

(Applause;  Laughter) 

And  our  church  struggles  to  meet  the 
challenge  and  the  promise  of  change. 
And  yet  the  Korean  American  church 
still  remains  our  home,  a  source  of  our 
rootedness  and  our  strength. 

Most  of  all,  I  am  a  United  Methodist, 
part  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
seeking  to  be  an  inclusive  community 
of  faith.  Together  we  seek  to  minister  to 
all  God's  people,  working  towards  a 
day  when  we  will  all  be  able  to  come  to 
the  table  together  in  a  meaningful 
way — each  from  a  place  of  strength, 
each  offering  strong  and  unique  identi- 
ties in  mutual  affirmation.  A  day  when 
each  community  will  embrace  the  chal- 
lenge and  the  promise  of  the  other. 
Open  to  being  transformed  and  trans- 
forming the  other  in  shared  lives.  Is  this 
not  what  it  means  to  be  a  truly  inclusive 
community  of  faith?  This  is  the  hope 
and  the  goal,  I  believe,  not  of  the  Korean 
American  church  but  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  of  which  you  and  I, 
and  all  of  us  here  gathered,  are  proud  to 
be  a  part.  The  dream  of  this  possibility 
is  what  we  bring  before  you.  Thank 
you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KIM:  Now  I  would  like  to 
ask  for  equal  time.  As  a  first-generation 
Korean  American  male  pastor,  let  me 
try  to  give  one  minute's  witness. 

As  1  stand  here,  and  looking  back  to 
last  General  Conference,  when  the  Ko- 
reans asked  for  a  missionary  confer- 
ence, and  General  Conference  rejected 
it,  there  was  a  lot  of  pain  and  disap- 
pointment. But  the  hindsight  is  better 
than  foresight.  After  four  years,  I  think 
this  plan  is  much  better,  more  inclusive, 
more  comprehensive. 


I  am  personally  grateful  that  I  was 
asked  to  lead  this  task  force.  I  am  grate- 
ful as  I  stand  before  you  as  one  of  the 
bishops  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Only  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  first-generation  Korean 
American  can  become  a  bishop  and 
share  this  time  with  you. 

(Applause) 

I  was  born  in  Korea,  came  to  this 
country  in  1 961  as  a  student,  only  $50  in 
my  pocket.  I  came  to  Ohio,  then  to 
Methesco  (Applause);  was  ordained  in 
Lakeside,  Ohio,  by  Bishop  Warner; 
married  in  Ohio,  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  my  wife  and  I  journeyed  to  New 
Jersey  and  became  a  family  of  the 
Northern  New  Jersey  Conference.  (Ap- 
plause) I  came  the  same  year  when 
Bishop  Taylor  came  to  Northern  New 
Jersey.  I  served  a  two-point  charge,  a 
three-point  charge,  urban,  rural,  all 
kinds  of  churches,  and  then  organized  a 
Korean  American-language  church 
and  served  that  church  for  eleven  years. 
And  then  Bishop  White  appointed  me 
to  be  a  district  superintendent,  and  then 
I  was  elected  to  this  position  in  1992  by 
the  grace  of  God.  I  have  three  children, 
all  of  them  "made  in  USA." 
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(Laughter,  Applause) 

My  two  sons  are  United  Methodist 
pastors — next-generation  pastors.  And 
it  is  my  honor  to  be  a  part  of  this  task 
force  and  bring  this  report  to  you.  I'd 
like  to  recognize  some  of  the  wonderful 
people  that  worked  with  the  task  force 
very  faithfully.  I'd  like  to— we  have 
three  bishops  working  with  this,  and 
Bishop  Sano  was  chair  of  the  writing 
committee,  and  Bishop  Ann  Sherer  was 
also  .  .  .  would  you  stand  up  to  be  rec- 
ognized? And  Sang  E.  Chun,  and  Jong 
Sung  Kim,  staff  of  this  committee.  And, 
let's  see,  who  else?  Sang  E.  Chun  is 
there.  Is  there  any  other  person  in  our 
audience  that  served  the  task  force, 
would  you  stand  up?  Let's  give  them  a 
big  hand. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  CORNELIUS  HENDERSON: 
Thank  you  very  much.  Bishop  Kim,  and 
those  who  have  worked  with  you  on  this 
very  significant  and  important  task 
force.  The  chair  would  like  at  this  time  to 
get  your  response  to  suspending  the 
rules  to  allow  the  distribution  of  materi- 
als. If  you  would  allow  that,  please  press 
1;  if  you  would  not  allow  it,  please  press 
2.  Please  indicate  so  by  voting  when  the 
light  appears.  lYes,  855;  No,  36.]  You 


have  approved  by  96%  in  favor  of  allow- 
ing that  to  be  done.  Thank  you  very 
much. 

You  have  been  such  an  attentive  and 
kind  and  hospitable  delegation,  we 
would  like  at  this  time  to  give  you  a  fif- 
teen-minute break.  Is  that  all  right? 

(Applause) 

All  right.  Just — just  one  moment, 
please.  Hold  your  places  just  one  mo- 
ment to  allow  the  distribution  of  the 
materials.  Hold  just  one  moment.  Yes, 
mike  five,  please. 

DONALD  MESSER  (Rocky  Moun- 
tain): I'd  like  to  ask  for  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
handing  out  a  bookmark  during  the 
break,  not  to  wait. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right, 
what  is  the  bookmark,  please,  sir? 

MESSER:  The  bookmark  is  from  the 
Russia  United  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Sure.  All 
right.  If  you  will  allow  that,  please 
press  1;  if  you  would  not  allow  it, 
please  press  2.  Please  indicate  so  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  780;  No, 49]  You 
have  approved  by  94.1%.  Yes.  Mrs. 
Massey?  Vote — mike  2. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida): 
Bishop,  I  need  some  clarification.  Do 
we  still ...  we  had  an  order  of  the  day 
for  the  Korean  hymnal,  and  . . . 
BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Yes. 
MASSEY: ...  do  we  still  have  that 
BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Yes. 
MASSEY: ...  to  do  after  our  break? 
BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Yes,  ma'am. 
Yes,  Ms.  Massey. 

MASSEY:  Just  so  the  delegates  un-. 
derstand.  Thank  you.  ( 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you, 
thank  you,  Mrs.  Massey.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

All  right  All  right,  let's  be  at  recess 
for  fifteen  minutes.  Please  come  back 
promptly. 

(Song) 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you. 
Thank  you  very  much.  Reverend  Wil- 
son. Let  the  conference  be  in  order. 
Delegates,  please  find  your  places. 
Thank  you,  thank  you  so  much.  Bishop 
Kim  will  come  again  and  now  will 
share  with  us  regarding  the  Korean 
hymnal. 
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Thank  you  so  much  for  the  kind  and 
sweet-spirited  group  you  are.  Thank 
you  so  much.  Bishop  Kim. 

BISHOP  KIM:  OK,  I  am  wearing  an- 
other hat,  here.  I  am  very  pleased  that 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
General  Board  of  the  Publishing 
House  has  decided  to  listen  to  the 
needs  of  Korean  American  churches, 
for  the  needs  of  their  hymnbook,  to 
publish  the  newest  United  Methodist 
hymnbook  in  Korean  and  in  English. 
And  Dal  Joon  Won,  who  is  a  staff  mem- 
ber of  General  Board  of  Publishing 
House— United  Methodist  Publishing 
House— is  the  general  editor  of  this 
hymnbook.  And  I'd  like  to  introduce  to 
you  so  that  he  can  introduce  to  you 
about  this  new  hvmnbook,  Reverend 
Dal  Won. 

Antwuncement  of  Publication 
of  Bilingual  Korean  American  Hymnal 

DAL  JOON  WON:  It  is  my  honor  and 
privilege  to  report  to  you  about  the  Ko- 
rean American  United  Methodist  hym- 
nal, which  began  July  1998,  and  will  be 
completed   by   November  2001.   The 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
began  to  assess  the  need  for  a  resource 
to   support   the   worship   of   Korean 
American  United  Methodist  congrega- 
tions that  would,  first,  supplement  the 
existing   ecumenical   Korean   hymnal 
produced  in  Korean;  second,  include 
more  recent  hymnody.  Two-thirds  of 
the  360  selected  hymns  are  composed 
in  the  20th  century;  and  you  may  won- 
der what  are  some  of  those  one-third. 
We  cannot  bring  back  Charies  and  John 
Wesley  to  the  20th  century  when  we 
use  many  of  those  hymns.  Third,  we 
would  support  bilingual  worship.  Eng- 
lish-speaking Korean  congregations  and 
Korean-speaking  congregations  would 
ever  have  been  eager  to  come  together 
and  celebrate  worship  together.  Fourth, 
we  would  provide  a  standard  Korean 
translation  of  the  official  United  Meth- 
odist ntuals.  Baptism,  Holy  Commu- 
nion, confirmation,  membership,  and 
service    of    death    and    resurrection. 
Christian     mamage,     and     morning 
praise  and  evening  praise. 

In  addition  to  that,  95  responsive 
readings  included  according  to  the 
Christian  Year  and  occasional  ser- 
vices and  general  usage.  These  United 
Methodist  rituals  will  offer  a  tremen- 
dous opportunity  to  use  common  ter- 
minologies and  theologies  among 
Korean  American  United  Methodists. 
This  new  hymnal  will  provide  oppor- 


tunities of  thinking,  talking,  and  ex- 
pressing of  those  terminologies  and 
United  Methodist  theologies  in  the 
worship  setting.  The  twelve  Korean 
hymnal-committee  members  and  four 
standing  committee  and  28  of  the  ad- 
visory group  implemented  a  careful 
process  of  deliberation,  evaluation, 
and    research.    And    they    gathered 
more  than  almost  6,000  hymns  and 
processed  and  selected  360  hymns  out 
of  almost  6,000   hymns   and   songs 
within  a  year  and  a  half.  And  also  they 
identified  the  needs  and  concerns  and 
preferences  of  local  congregations  to 
ensure  that  the  new  hymnal  will  be 
balanced   and   targeted   toward   the 
needs  of  the  person  in  the  pew.  In 
other  words,  to  all  of  them  are  sing- 
able hymns.  Thank  you  for  your  sup- 
port and  prayers. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  KIM:  In  this  respect  our 
church.  United  Methodist  Church,  is  a 
light  year  ahead  of  the  Presbyterian 
churches.  The  Korean  Presbyterians  are 
envying  with  the  green  eyes  at  this 
point.  We  are  even  co-opting  some  of 
these  Presbyterian  leaders  to  work  with 
us  so  that  eventually  when  this  hymnal 
is  published  the  Presbyterian  brothers 
and  sisters  will  also  use  our  bilingual 
hymnal.  (Applause)  I'd  like  to,  before  we 
go  to  singing  some  samples,  I'd  like  to 
recognize  some  people  from  the  po- 
dium who  have  been  very  instrumental 
in  helping  this  to  happen.  First  there  is 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  the  general  secretary  of 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  and  Neil 
Alexander,     the     president     of     the 
publishing  house;  and  (Board  of  Disci- 
pleship! staff  members  Dan  Benedict 
and  Sang  E.  Chun.  These  persons  have 
been  supportive  and  supporting  and 
also  Harriett  Olson  from  the  Publishing 
House.  They  are  there  so  lets  give  them 
our  expression  of  thanks.  (Applause) 
Now  Cynthia  is  going  to  lead  us  in  sam- 
pling the  sampler,  singing  2  or  3  hymns. 

(Singing) 


Church,    the    Reverend    Mr.    Tyrone 
Gordon,  the  chair. 

TYRONE  D.  GORDON  (Kansas 
West):  Thank  you,  Bishop  Henderson. 
To  the  General  Conference.  We  have 
the  dubious  honor  of  being  the  sacrifi- 
cial lamb  being  the  first  legislative  com- 
mittee to  report. 

(Laughter) 

We  have — I,  my  team — 


BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you 
very  much.  Thank  you  Bishop  Kim  for 
your  effective  leadership,  in  sharing  the 
gifts  and  graces  that  God  has  so  em- 
powered you  as  we  have  now  com- 
pleted our  agenda  items  dealing  with 
the  order  of  the  day.  We  are  grateful  to 
you  sir,  and  we  are  indeed  ennched  as 
our  church  continues  to  widen  the  cir- 
cle of  love  and  concern.  At  this  time  we 
will  hear  from  some  of  the  legislative 
committees,    beginning    with    Local 


(Laughter) 

The  vice-chair,  Joel  Kilpatrick,  from 
North  Georgia,  and  secretary  Judy 
Benson  from  Oklahoma.  I'm  Tyrone 
Gordon  from  Kansas  West. 

(Applause) 

I'd  like  to  call  your  attention  to  Calen- 
dar Item  175.  The  DC  A  page  number  is 
1849, 1-^4-9,  in  yesterday's  DCA.  Calen- 
dar Item  175,  p.  1849,  petition  number 
30099.  And  if  you  would  like,  in  your  Ad- 
ivnce  DCA,  you  will  find  it  on  page — the 
full  petition— on  1 135.  It  deals  with  add- 
ing the  words  lay  preacher  to  the  section 
on  the  lay  speakers  in  transferring  certifi- 
cates. The  committee  voted — recom- 
mends— nonconcurrence  to  this 
recommendation.  And  the  rationale  be- 
hind it  is  that  this  matter  needs  to  really 
be  cared  for  and  ironed  out  in  other  ar- 
eas before  it  comes  to  Local  Church  in 
dealing  with  transferring  of  certificates. 
Bishop,  this  is  our  motion. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  the 
motion  is  for  nonconcurrence.  You'll 
support  the  action  of  the  committee, 
please  vote  1;  if  you  do  not  support 
their  recommendation  then  you,  you 
will  vote  on  number  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  /Yes,  808;  No, 
62]  And  you  have  supported  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee  with 
the  vote  of  92  percent.  Thank  you  very 
much. 

Discipleship,  Reverend  Jeffrey 
Greenway,  the  chair. 

JEFFREY  GREENWAY  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  Bishop  Henderson  and 
members  of  the  General  Conference, 
we  have  two  calendar  items  to  bring  be- 
fore you  today.  The  members  of  our 
leadership  team  are  Rubin  Perry  and 
June  Wilson,  who  I  was  not  able  to 
reach  before  we  came  to  the  platform 
She'll  be  with  us  tomorrow  or  on  Mon- 
day. And  I  am  Jeff  Greenway  from 
Western  Pennsylvania. 

Calendar  Item  154  is  found  in  yester- 
day's DCA,  p  1847.  Calendar  number 
154,  p.  1847.  This  is  petition  number 
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31016.  If  vou  want  to  see  the  full  word- 
ing, it's  found  in  your  Advance  DCA  on 
p.  287.  The  motion  of  the  committee  is 
for  concurrence.  The  rationale  is  that 
this  language  is  being  placed  in  the 
midst  of  the  educational  responsibili- 
ties and  standards  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  are 
there  questions?  If  you'll  support  the 
recommendation  coming  from  the 
committee,  please  press  1 .  If  you  do  not 
support,  press  2.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  839;  No,  37]  You 
have  voted  to  support  the  recommen- 
dation coming  from  the  committee, 
vote  of  95.4  percent. 

GREEN  WAY:  The  second  item  is  Cal- 
endar Item  Numberl55  on  the  same 
page.  This  is  petition  number  31017.  If 
you'd  like  to  look  at  the  full  petition, 
this  is  on  the  Advance  DCA,  p.  290.  The 
motion  coming  from  the  Discipleship 
Committee  is  for  concurrence.  The  ra- 
tionale is  that  this  places  a  similar  kind 
of  language  in  the  Curriculum  Re- 
sources Committee  section  of  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship  in  The  Book  of 
Discipline. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  are 
there  questions  to  Reverend  Greenway? 
1  see  none.  If  you'll  support  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee,  press 
one.  If  you  do  not  support,  press  tv^'O. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  lYes, 
788;  No,  90]  And  you  have  voted  to  sup- 
port the  recommendation  coming  from 
the  committee,  89.7  percent. 

GREENWAY:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you 
very  much. 

Conferences,  Dr.  Charles  Courtoy. 
(Applause) 

Report  of  Legislative  Committee 
on  Conferences 

CHARLES  W.  COURTOY  (Florida): 
It's  good  to  have  friends.  Bishop 
Henderson,  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
conference,  I'd  like  to  first  introduce  the 
leadership  team  of  Conferences.  Donde 
Ashmos  is  the  vice-chair;  from  South- 
west Texas  Conference. 

(Applause) 

You  have  some  too.  Deborah  Pritts, 
from  North  Central  New  York  Confer- 
ence, is  the  secretary. 

(Applause) 
We  have  seven  petitions  to  present. 


BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 

COURTOY:  The  first  petition  will  be 
found  on  p.  1846  in  your  DCA.  It  is  Cal- 
endar Item  number  145.  It  is  petition 
number  30410;  p.  179  in  the  Advance 
DCA  contains  the  full  text.  The  subject 
of  this  is  having  meetings  outside 
churches  in  order  to  accommodate  peo- 
ple with  disabilities.  We  amended  this 
as  it  originally  appeared  to  us  to  read  as 
follows:  "Meetings  scheduled  by  the 
annual  conference  and  its  districts, 
committees,  boards,  and  councils 
should  be  held  in  places  that  are  acces- 
sible to  people  with  disabilities  even  if 
this  means  scheduling  meetings  out- 
side church-related  facihties."  The 
committee  recommends  concurrence 
as  amended.  It  is  a  justice  issue  that  is 
the  rationale. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you. 
Dr.  Courtoy.  Other  questions?  If  not,  if 
you  will  vote  to  support  the  recommen- 
dation from  the  committee,  please 
press  1 .  If  you  do  not  support  the  rec- 
ommendation from  the  committee, 
press  2.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  878;  No,  22]  97.6  percent. 
You  have  indicated  your  wish  to  sup- 
port the  recommendation. 

COURTOY:  The  next  petition  is 
found  on  p.  1846  in  your  DCA.  It's  Cal- 
endar Item  146;  it  is  petition  number 
30815.  The  full  text  is  found  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA  on  p.  175.  It  is  titled  "Bishops 
may  nominate  ecumenical  officers  in 
good  standing  to  assist  in  episcopal  re- 
sponsibilities." The  rationale — the  rec- 
ommendation is  nonconcurrence.  Our 
rationale  is  that  we — the  bishop — can 
accomplish  this  now  without  adding 
additional  legislation  to  the  Discipline. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Are  there 
questions?  All  right,  if  you  will  vote  to 
support  the  recommendation  from  the 
committee,  please  press  1,  this  is  for 
nonconcurrence.  If  you  do  not  support 
that  recommendation,  please  press  2. 
lYes,  859;  No,  53]  By  a  vote  of  94.2  per- 
cent, you  have  supported  the  recom- 
mendation coming  from  the  committee 
for  nonconcurrence. 

Provisional  Conferences  Debated 

COURTOY:  The  third  petition  is 
found  on  p.  1847  in  your  DCA.  It  is  Cal- 
endar Item  number  148;  it  is  petition 
number  31522.  The  full  text  can  be 
found  on  p.  173  in  your  Advance  DCA. 
The  subject  is  to  amend  the  current 
paragraph  in  the  Discipline  to  increase 
from  10  to  20  the  number  of  clergy 
members  necessary  to  create  a  provi- 


sional conference,  and  to  raise  the  num- 
ber from  6  to  10  below  which,  if  the 
clergy  number  falls,  the  provisional 
conference  would  be  discontinued.  The 
committee's  recommendation  is  non- 
concurrence.  The  rationale:  We  believe 
this  would  be  a  disadvantage  for  the 
development  of  the  church  in  many  ar- 
eas of  our  world.  Finland  and  Russia 
were  two  areas  that  were  cited. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  if 
you  will  support  the  recommendation 
from  the  commit — all  right,  I  see  a 
hand.  Go  to  mike  4,  please.  State  your 
name  and  conference  please,  sir. 

ROBERT  CASEY  (Virginia):  I'm  the 
author  of  the  petition.  It  just  seems  to 
me  that  the  small  number  of  persons  re- 
quired to  form  a  provisional  annual 
conference  is  really  very,  very,  very 
small.  And  you  realize  that  provisional 
annual  conferences  have  representa- 
tion at  General  Conference.  Every  time 
we  have  ten  new  persons — ten  minis- 
ters— to  form  an  annual  conference, 
we're  entitled  to  two  delegates  to  Gen- 
eral Conference.  In  addition,  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  we,  if  annual  conference  is  to 
mean  anything,  it's  got  to  be  a  little  bit 
bigger  body.  It's  not  really  an,  an  an- 
nual conference.  It's — you  can't  func- 
tion as  an  annual  conference  in  any 
great  way  with  that  few  people,  and 
maybe  we  need  to  grandfather  those 
who  are  already  in.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  need  a  higher  level  for  forming 
annual  conferences,  divisional  annual 
conferences,  than  we  currently  have. 
Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you, 
Mr.  Casey.  Are  there  others  who  would 
hke  to  speak?  Yes,  come  to  mike  4, 
please. 

(Laughter) 

That  was  a  speech  against  nonconcur- 
rence. f 

IRIS  RAJAMAA  (Finland-Finnish 
Provisional):  If  this  petition  carries,  it 
will  destroy  our  church,  and  I  very 
much  opposed  to  this. 

BISHOP      HENDERSON:      You're 
speaking  in  opposition  to  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee  or  in  fa-    \ 
vor  of?  1 

i 

RAJAMAA:  In  favor  of  the  recom- 
mendation. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  In  favor. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right, 
that's  one  on  either  side.  Thank  you 
very  much.  There's  a  delegate  at  the 
back.  Come  to  mike  8,  please.  Yes.  Pre- 
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sumably  you  are  speaking  against  non- 
concurrence? 

BEVERLY  WILKES  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers );  Bishop,  I  have  a  question.  Is  an 
amendment  appropriate  at  this  point? 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Yes. 

WILKES:  Well,  1  rise  to  make  an 
amendment. 
BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Let's  hear  it. 

WILKES:  The  amendment  would  be 
"with  the  exception  to  the  relationship 
of  central  conferences." 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right, 
please  get  a  copy  of  your  amendment 
here  to  the  stage  area,  ma'am. 

WILKES:  Yes  sir. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  That's  an 
amendment  which  reads  in  essence 
with  the  exception  of  the  central  confer- 
ences. Am  I — have  I  stated  it  correctly? 

WILKES:  Correct,  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right, 
let's  see  if  we  can  get  support  for  the 
amendment.  If  you  will  suppwrt 
amending  this  pjetition,  please  vote 
with  number  1.  If  you  do  not  support 
the  amendment,  please  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Voting) 
The  amendment  fails. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  are 
there  others  who  would  like  to  speak? 
Yes,  please  go  to  mike  4,  please,  sir.  Yes, 
sir. 

VANCE  SUMMERS  (West  Ohio): 
Bishop,  we  should  be  aware  as  we  con- 
sider this  on  the  floor  that  in  many  of 
the  annual  conferences  that  would  be 
affected  by  this,  10  members  or  10 
clergy  often  represent  many,  nwny  per- 
sons in  developing  countries.  I  would 
be  for  the  committee's  report. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right, 
that's  a  speech  in  favor  of  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee.  Thank 
you  Reverend  Summers.  Yes  sir,  would 
you  go  to  mike  4. 

DONALD  AVERY  (Louisiana):  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right, 
motion  is  for  the  call  for  the  previous 
question,  it's  nondebatable.  If  you  will 
support  that  recommendation  or  that 
motion  from  Donald  Avery,  please 
press  1  If  you  do  not  support  the  call  for 
previous,  please  press  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  By  94.2%  [Yes. 
860:  No.  53]  you  have  called  for  previ- 
ous question,  which  means  all  debate 
will  cease.  Now,  Charles,  anything  else 
you  would  like  to  say? 


COURTOY:  No  sir.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON;  All  right,  if 
you  will  support  the  recommendation 
from  the  committee  please  press  1.  If 
you  do  not  support  the  recommenda- 
tion, press  2.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes.  830;  No,  931  By  vote  of 
89.97c  you  have  voted  to  support  the 
recommendation  from  the  committee. 

Professing  Membership  Debated 

COURTOY:  Our  next  petition  is 
found  on  p.  1846  in  the  DCA.  It's  calen- 
dar item  142,  it  is  petition  number 
30314,  it  is  found  on  p.  161  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA.  This  has  to  do  with  the  use 
of  "professing"  to  clarify  membership 
calculation  numbers  for  General  Con- 
ference delegates.  The  committee  rec- 
ommends concurrence.  Hear  now  the 
rationale  and  listen  carefully,  for  it  does 
have  a  bearing  on  our  future.  In  1996, 
General  Conference  unanimously  af- 
firmed By  Water  and  Spirit,  the  baptis- 
mal report,  and  also  adopted  several 
paragraphs  in  the  discipline  that  used 
"baptized"  and  "professing"  members. 
Later  the  Judicial  Council  ruled  in  Deci- 
sion Number  811  that  this  was  uncon- 
stitutional because  the  Constitution  did 
not  provide  for  this.  This  amendment 
and  two  others  we  have  dealing  with 
the  Constitution  will  place  this  lan- 
guage in  the  Constitution  so  that  in  the 
future  General  Conferences  may  de- 
cide to  reconsider  By  Water  and  Spirit. 
Bishop,  this  is  our  recommendation  of 
concurrence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 
Are  there  questions?  Yes,  right  here. 
Mikel,  please,  sir. 

BILL  HINSON  (Texas):  We  are  as- 
suming with  this  committee's  recom- 
mendation that  the  constitutional 
changes  will  be  made,  we  are  assuming 
that  this  body  and  then  all  of  the  annual 
conferences.  Is  this  the  assumption? 

COURTOY:  It's  my  assumption,  yes, 
that  this  will  be  adopted  by  two  thirds 
of  this  body  and  then  be  sent  to  the  an- 
nual conferences  for  consideration. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Are  there 
any  other  questior^?  Yes,  go  to  mike  8, 
please,  sir;  or  6 — whichever  is  more 
convenient — 6, 1  believe. 

TIM  RESS  (New  York):  I  am  wonder- 
ing, is  this  "professing  member"  de- 
fined in  another  paragraph? 

COURTOY:  No  sir. 

RESS:  Well  then  I  would  consider  that 
to  be  a  good  reason  not  to  support  the 
committee. 


BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  yes 
sir.  You  will  be  next,  sir.  Mike  8,  please. 

LARRY  PICKENS  (Northern  Ilhnois): 
Bishop,  this  is  an  inquiry,  could  some- 
one explain  what  this  would  mean  in 
relation  to  the  Judicial — 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Brother 
Pickens,  hold  it  one  moment.  Sir,  you 
need  to  remain  at  your  seat,  I  will  call 
you  next.  I'm  sorry.  Thank  you,  I'm 
very  sorry,  sir. 

PICKENS:  The  question  is,  what 
would  this  particular  (jetition  mean  in 
relation  to  the  Judicial  Council  Decision 
885,  which  came  out  yesterday,  which 
requires  that  professing  member  be  de- 
fined. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  AH  right, 
someone  may  want  to  answer.  Charles, 
are  you  going  to  answer  that? 

COURTOY:  Bishop,  the  chair  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Discipleship 
is  far  more  familiar  with  this  than  I.  I 
wonder  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  an- 
swer the  question. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  if 
the  body  so  allows.  I  don't  see  any  ob- 
jections. Mike  2,  please. 

JEFFREY  E.  GREENV\/AY  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  If  you  have  a  Boo*: o/Res- 
olutions,  you'll  want  to  turn  to  number, 
page  number  716,  and  there  you  will 
find  the  text  for  By  Water  and  the  Spirit.  If 
you  read  through  that,  it  clearly  ex- 
plains what  is  meant  by  professing 
membership,  and  that  is  what  is  being 
called  for  in  this  constitutional  amend- 
ment; in  these  actions  are  this  kind  of 
understanding  of  professing  member- 
ship, which  was  endorsed  by  the  19% 
General  Conference  with  By  Water  and 
the  Spirit. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  so 
that  is  very  helpful.  Thank  you.  1  owe  a 
f>erson  over  here  a  chance  to  speak 
Mike  4,  please. 

MAXIE  DUNNAM  (Kentucky): 
What  does  our  adoption  of  the  By  Water 
and  the  Spirit  document,  what  kind  of 
requirements  does  that  make  upon  the 
General  Conference  and  the  church? 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Do  you  want 
Reverend  Greenway  to  speak  to  it? 

COURTOY:  I  would  prefer  that  he 
speak  to  it  again.  This  has  been  in  their 
committee.  They  worked  it  through  in 
the  past.  He  is  very  familiar  with  it.  I 
would  prefer  that  he  answer  your  ques- 
tion, Maxie. 
DUNHAM:  All  right. 
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(Laughter  and  long  delay) 

GREENWAY:  That  will  teach  me  to 
eat  a  cracker  after  I  sit  down. 

(Laughter,  Applause) 

GREENWAY  (Western  Pennsylva- 
nia): I  was  present  in  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Discipleship  in  1996.  My 
understanding  of  the  . . .  of  that  conver- 
sation, was  that  we  were  trying  to,  we 
were  attempting  to,  come  to  a  common 
consensus  of  what  we  believe  as  United 
Methodists  about  Baptism.  And  flow- 
ing out  of  that  legislative  committee 
were  several  other  petitions  that  spoke 
of  baptized  members  and  professing 
members.  In  Decision  81 1  of  the  Judi- 
cial Council,  all  of  the  disciplinary  para- 
graphs referring  to  those  two  kinds  of 
membership — professing  membership 
and  baptized  membership — were 
ruled  unconstitutional,  and  since  that 
time  we've  been  back  under  the  1992 
Book  of  Discipline  paragraphs  in  relation 
to  membership.  This  is  a  sincere  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  staff  persons  from  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
members  of  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship as  we've  been  trying  to  work  to- 
gether since  Judicial  Council  ruling 
Number  81 1,  to  bring  us  to  a  place  legis- 
latively and  in  the  Discipline  where  we 
live  into  the  spirit  of  what  General  Con- 
ference affirmed  unanimously  in  1996. 1 
don't  know  that  I  can  answer  the  depth 
of  what  Maxie  is  speaking  to  regarding 
the  binding  nature  of  that  resolution, 
other  than,  that  we  affirmed  this,  and 
we're  trying  to  create  a  way  in  which 
we  can  reflect  that  affirmation  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline  into  the  future. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right.  Dr. 
Dunnam,  mike  four,  again. 

MAXIE  DUNNAM  (Kentucky):  My 
point  is  that  if  that  document  is  binding 
to  us,  then  that  does  shape  the  kind  of 
decisions  we  make. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  I . . . 
yes.  Number — number  three,  please. 
Microphone  three. 

PATRICK  STREIFF  (Switzer- 
land-France): 1  work  in  the  legislative 
committee  where  we  have  paragraph  4 
of  the  Constitution.  And  the  question 
which  we  deal  with  is  linked  to  para- 
graph 4,  because  the  paragraph  4  of  the 
Constitution  is  the  one  which  has  not 
been  changed  at  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, and  where  the  question  is  be- 
fore us — what  we  put  in  this  possibility 
that  upon  Baptism  someone  is  called 
baptized  member,  and  taking  the  vows 


he  will  become  professing  member.  So, 
the  question  is  really  linked  on  our  de- 
cision we  will  do  on  paragraph  4  in  the 
Constitution.  And  therefore,  I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  talk  about  this  para- 
graph of  the  Constitution  after  we  have 
made  a  decision  on  paragraph  4.  And 
so  that  we  wait  with  this  item  'til  we 
have  paragraph  4. 1  do  not  know  how  to 
say  it  in  the  Rules  of  Order.  "Table"?  If 
that  is  correct. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right, 
thank  you  very  much.  You  want  to 
speak,  Jeff,  again?  For  clarification? 
You'll  be  next,  sir.  You  may  be  seated, 
and  you'll  be  next.  Yes. 

GREENWAY:  1  would  move  to  table. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 

GREENWAY:  So  that  the  spirit  of 
what  was  just  mentioned  could  be 
acted. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 
There's  a  move,  a  motion  to  table.  It  has 
been  seconded.  If  you  will  support  the 
motion  to  table,  please  press  1,  if  you  do 
not  support  to  table,  please  press  2. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  802;  No,  121]  By  a  vote  of  86.9%, 
you  have  voted  to  table. 

CHARLES  COURTOY  (Florida):  And 
I  would  assume,  therefore,  we  will  hold 
the  other  two  amendments  of — dealing 
with  other  paragraphs,  which  is  the 
same  subject,  until  we  deal  with  the 
others . . . 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 

COURTOY:  ...  so  we'll  not  report 
now.  I've  got  one  other.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  sir. 

COURTOY:  This  one  is  found  on 
page  846.  I  mean,  1846,  Calendar  Item 
number  147,  Petition  number  30937. 
The  full  content  is  found  on  page  170  in 
your  Advance  DCA.  The  title  of  this  is 
"Officials  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  Shall  Not  Speak  Publicly  for  the 
Church  in  Ways  That  Are  Inconsistent 
with  the  Social  Principles."  The  resolu- 
tion says  far  more  than  that,  I  hope  you 
will  read  it  in  page  170 — or  the  petition 
does.  The  committee  moves  noncon- 
currence.  The  rationale  is  that  the  word- 
ing is  ambiguous;  for  example,  what 
constitutes  public  support,  which  is  one 
of  the  criteria  used  there,  and  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  enforce,  and  the 
question  was,  who  would  do  the  en- 
forcing. And  so  we  recommend  non- 
concurrence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 
Other  questions?  I  do  not  see  a  card.  If 


you  support  the  committee's  recom- 
mendation for  nonconcurrence,  please 
press  1;  if  you  do  not  support  their  rec- 
ommendation, press  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  706;  No, 
218.}  Seventy-six-point-four  percent, 
you  have  voted  to  support  the  recom- 
mendation for  nonconcurrence. 

COURTOY:  Bishop,  there  is  some- 
thing I  need  to  call  to  the  secretary  and 
the  Conference's  attention.  We  were 
told  there'd  be  a  voting  pad  here  for 
those  of  us  that . . . 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  That  is  cor- 
rect. 

COURTOY:  Back  over  here?  Is  that 
where  .  . .  ?  Thank  you.  We  need  to  in- 
form the  future  ones  where  they  are. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you 
very  much.  Dr.  Courtoy,  and  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Conferences.  The 
next  legislative  committee  is  Higher 
Education,  J.  La  Von  Wilson,  chair. 

Report  of  Legislative  Committee 
on  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

J.  LA  VON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Good  morning.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Good  morn- 
ing. 

WILSON:  I  would  like  to  introduce 
the  other  members  of  my  legislative 
committee,  the  Reverend  Kay  Lehman 
is  our  vice-chair  from  Northern  Indiana 
Conference,  and  the  Reverend  Al 
Gwinn  is  secretary  from  the  Kentucky 
Conference,  and  I,  J.  La  Von  Wilson,  as 
chair,  is  from  the  Illinois  Great  Rivers 
Conference. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 
(Applause) 

WILSON:  If  you  would  turn  in  your 
present  DCA,  for  Calendar  Item  166,  on 
page  1848,  Petition  30626,  and  in  your 
Advance  DCA,  945  is  the  page.  This  peti- 
tion was  on  the  term  of  the  episcopacy, 
and  the  committee  voted  nonconcur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  are 
there  questions  to  Ms.  Wilson?  I  do  not 
see  a  card.  If  you'll  support  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee,  please 
press  "1,";  if  you  do  not  support  their 
recommendation,  press  "2."  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  724; 
No,  181]  By  a  vote  of  80%,  you  have  j 
voted  to  support  the  recommendation  . 
from  the  committee.  — 


(Continued  in  next  issue) 
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Delegates  Tackle 
Sexuality-related  Proposals 

General  Conference  delegates  rejected  a  proposal 
ly  8  that  would  have  required  all  pastors  to  sign  a 
Itement  professing  that  homosexuality  is  not  God's  will. 

By  a  vote  of  705-210,  delegates  declined  to  add  to  The 
of  Discipline  a  stipulation  that  before  pastors  could  be 
igned  to  any  church  they  had  to  sign  a  statement:  "1  do 
ot  believe  that  homosexuality  is  God's  perfect  will  for  any 
"erson.  I  will  not  practice  it.  I  will  not  promote  it.  I  will  not 
Uow  its  promotion  to  be  encouraged  under  my 
uthority." 

They  also  decHned  to  add  disciplinary  language  that 
/ould  have  made  the  performance  of  a  same-sex  union  a 
Jwrgeable  offense  even  in  states  where  such  a  ceremony 
k  legal.  The  denomination  already  has  the  official 
osition  that  same-sex  unions  shall  not  be  conducted  by 
'nited  Methodist  ministers  and  shall  not  be  held  in 
'nited  Methodist  churches.  Violating  that  rule  could  lead 

charges  against  a  minister,  according  to  the 
enomination's  Judicial  Council. 

In  other  action,  the  Faith  and  Order  Legislative 
ommittee  approved  petitions  that  recommend  retaining 
ook  of  Discipline  language  on  homosexuality: 

•  "Although  we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching,  we  affirm  that 
God's  grace  is  available  to  all." 

•  prohibition  against  holy  unions; 

•  self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals  may  not  be 
ordained  or  appointed. 

I  Resiilts  of  the  first  vote  were  announced  Sunday 
ftemoon,  after  the  committee  spent  five  hours  listening  to 
fatements  and  testimony  from  37  delegates.  The  vote  to 
equest  retention  of  the  current  language  on  65G  in  the 
locial  Principles  was  59-43  with  one  abstention. 

I 

A  recommendation  to  retain  the  prohibition  against 
oly  union  language  was  approved  by  a  vote  of  64-37-4. 
lie  same  language  was  later  added  to  Paragraph  331, 
Resfwnsibilities  and  Duties  of  a  Pastor,"  by  a  53-44-18 
rote. 


\  from  Si 
I'aul.  Kan  tu  rjise  muni}  far  llubiluljur  Humanity  and  lo  LtLbrale  ihe 
hicenlennial  of  Ihe  I'nited  Brelhren  in  Chrisl  Church  They  departed  Kansas 
March  18  and  arrived  May  7  al  Cleveland's  historic  Severance  Hall 

—UMNS  Pholo  by  Mike  DeBose 

Attempts  to  moderate  the  prohibition  on  holy  unions 
by  changing  "shall  not"  to  "should  not"  failed.  A  minority 
report,  led  by  the  Rev.  Emery  A.  Percell,  Northern  Illinois, 
will  be  filed. 

Some  of  the  strongest  pleas  for  retaining  the  current 
language  came  from  Central  Conference  delegates,  who 
said  their  cultures  and  churches  simplv  cannot  accept 
homosexuality.   One   of   those  delegates   reported    the 
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church's  position  and  influence  would  be  diminished  by 
any  moderation  of  the  United  Methodist  position. 

Most  delegates  supporting  retention  of  the  current 
language  cited  two  biblical  sources:  the  Holiness  Code  in 
Leviticus  and  the  letters  of  Paul.  Some  asking  for  change 
noted  cultural  biases  in  those  prohibitions. 

The  Rev.  J.  PhiUp  Wogaman,  Baltimore-Washington 
Conference,  argued  for  acknowledging  the  church  is  not 
of  one  mind  on  the  issue.  "If  there  is  any  doubt/'  he  said, 
"the  first  rule  for  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  should  be, 
'Don't  be  cruel.'"  He  also  cited  the  possibility  that  the 
United  Methodist  position  may  be  "supplying  a  basis, 
unwittingly,  for  gay  bashing." 

The  Rev.  Leicester  R.  Longden,  West  Michigan, 
defended  traditional  teaching — the  mind  of  the 
church — saying  it  is  the  collected  theology,  tradition  and 
ecclesiology,  not  just  the  living  minds  of  the  church.  The 
mind  of  the  church  "has  arrived  at  some  settled 
convictions  about  standards.  There  is  a  settled  mind  of  the 
church  that  guides  moral  norms  for  sexuaHty.  Prophets 
[who  want  change)  must  always  be  tested,"  he  said. 

Wogaman  is  filing  a  minority  report  for  65G  that 
says:  "We  acknowledge  with  humility  that  the  church  has 
been  unable  to  arrive  at  a  common  mind  on  the 
compatibility  of  homosexual  practice  with  Christian  faith. 
Many  consider  this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.  Others  believe  it  acceptable  when  practiced  in  a 
context  of  human  covenantal  faithfulness.  The  church 
seeks  further  understanding  through  continued  prayer, 
study  and  pastoral  experience.  In  doing  so,  the  church 
continues  to  affirm  that  God's  grace  is  bestowed  on  all 
and  that  the  members  of  Christ's  body  are  called  to  be  in 
ministry  for  and  with  one  another  and  to  the  world." 

This  language  is  adapted  from  the  churchwide 
homosexuality  study  reported  to  the  1992  General 
Conference. 

Perhaps  trying  to  soften  the  sting  of  its  votes  to  some 
church  members  and  constituents,  the  committee 
concurred  with  an  addition  to  the  Social  Principles 
proposed  by  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action: 
"We  implore  families  and  churches  not  to  reject  or 
condemn  their  lesbian  and  gay  members  and  friends." 
The  vote  on  this  petition  was  98-2,  with  four  abstentions. 

Other  minority  reports  from  committee  members 
will  be  filed  against  each  major  vote,  including  a  proposal 
to  change  the  sentence  in  65G  describing  homosexuality 
as  "incompatible     with     Christian     teaching"     to 

"incompatible  with  some  Christian  teaching." 

The  committee  voted  nonconcurrence  with 
approximately  121  petitions  on  homosexuality  issues  not 
in  keeping  with  the  major  petitions  approved. 

— Erik  Alsgaard,  Linda  Green,  Joretta  Purdue,  Ann  Whiting 


Agenda  for  Tuesday,  May  9 

8:00  a.m. 

Choral  Music 

8:15  a.m. 

Worship  Service 

9:00  a.m. 

Committee  on  Calendar 

and  Agenda  Report 

*9:10a.m. 

Words  from  a  Circuit  Rider 

9:13  a.m. 

University  Senate  Election 

9:23  a.m. 

Calendar  Items 

»n:45a.m. 

GCFA  Report 

12:05  p.m. 

Conference  Announcements  and 

Committee  on  Presiding  Officers 

12:15  p.m. 

Lunch  Recess 

1:30  p.m. 

Legislative  Committees 

3:45  p.m. 

Calendar  Items 

5:30  p.m. 

Dinner  Recess 

7:20  p.m. 

Gathering  Music 

7:30  p.m. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Calendar 

and  Agenda 

»7:30  p.m. 

Calendar  Items 

9:35  p.m. 

GCOM:  The  Advance  for  Jesus  Christ 

and  His  Church 

10:00  p.m. 

Announcements 

10:05  p.m. 

Adjournment 
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Weekend  Activities  Renew, 
Prepare  Delegates  for  Busy  Week 


Refreshed  by  a  weekend  that  included  a  concert  by 
the  five  United  Methodist- related  colleges  and 
universities  in  Ohio  Sunday  evening.  General  Conference 
delegates  plunged  Monday  into  the  final  week  of  their 
2000  session. 

During  the  Monday  night  session,  five  persons  were 
jlected  to  the  Judical  Council:  Mary  Daffin,  an  attorney  in 
Houston;  Rodolfo  Beltran,  an  attorney  from  the 
Philippines;  James  Holsinger,  chanceller  of  Chandler 
Medical  Center,  University  of  Kentucky;  Larry  Pickens, 
pastor   of   Maple    Park   United    Methodist   Church    in 

t^hicago;  Keith  Boyette,  pastor  of  Wilderness  Community 
nited  Methodist  Church  in  Fredericksbury,  Va;  and  Jane 
Tews,  superintendent  of  the  Central  East  District  of  the 
Desert-Southwest  Conference  (4-year  term). 

In  an  earlier  elecHon,  Carolyn  M.  Marshall, 
*  cedersburg,  Ind.,  was  named  to  her  fourth  term  as 
conference  secretary. 

Turning  to  legislative  proposals,  delegates  rejected  a 
petition  related  to  aborfion.  Opponents  said  the  proposal 
would  make  a  police  force  out  of  the  church's  central 
finance  agency  in  monitoring  statements  by  church 
agencies,  clergy  and  laity  on  either  side  of  the  issue.  Also 
defeated  was  a  pefition  intended  to  eliminate  from  the 
Book  of  Discipline  "guaranteed  appointments"  for  clergy. 

The  conference  declined  to  mandate  no  clergy  will  be 
appointed  unless  he  or  she  affirms  homosexuality  is  not 
God's  will.  Delegates  approved  updafing  a  statement  on 
^xual  ethics  within  ministerial  relafions.  The  statement 
declares  "sexual  misconduct  within  a  ministerial 
relafionship  can  be  defined  as  a  betrayal  of  sacred  trust,  a 
nolahon  of  the  ministerial  role,  and  the  exploitation  of 
hose  who  are  vulnerable  in  that  relationship." 

On  another  issue,  monitoring  was  ordered  at  every 
evel  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  as  part  of  the  effort 
:o  eliminate  racism. 

More  than  92  percent  of  the  delegates  rejected  a 
measure  that  would  have  deleted  church  policy  that 
jrohibits  annual  conferences  or  congregations  from 
reducing  their  apportionments.  Apportionments  are  the 
amounts  of  money  allocated  to  each  conference  to  support 
hurchwide  mission  and  ministry. 

Delegates  approved  a  petition  to  boycott  USA  Today 
o  protest  the  lack  of  progress  in  the  five-year-old  labor 
dispute  involving  the  Detroit  Netvs  and  Detroit  Free  Press. 
USA  Today  is  the  flagship  newspaper  of  Gannett  Co., 
which  owns  the  Detroit  Neios  and  has  a  controlling  interest 
in  the  joint  operating  agreement  between  the  two  Detroit 
newspapers.    Some  2,500  workers  at  the  Detroit  papers 


went  on  strike  July  13, 1995,and  many  were  later  replaced 
by  management. 

The  General  Conference  also  authorized  a  study  of 
communion  in  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  effort 
will  be  aimed  at  developing  a  meaningful  understanding 
of  the  service  of  Holy  Communion. 

Jeff  Quick,  Bryant,  Texas,  said  the  church's  focus  on 
young  people  claims  them  as  assets  for  the  church. 

Shalom  communities,  the  church's  emphasis  on 
urban  issues,  are  increasing,  delegates  were  told.  The 
communities  now  number  more  than  300  in  the  United 
States  and  Africa. 

Strengthening  the  African-American  church  is  a  gift 
to  the  entire  church,  said  Carolyn  Johnson,  West 
Lafayette,  Ind.  Nothing,  she  added,  is  as  satisfying  as 
hearing  from  people  whose  lives  have  been  strengthened 
by  Christ. 

In  his  morning  sermon.  Bishop  Daniel  Arichea  Jr., 
Baguio,  Philippines,  Area,  declared  inclusiveness  and 
diversity  make  the  church's  message  more  effective. 
"Because  God  accepts  us,  we  should  accept  one  another," 
he  said.  "There  is  room  for  diversity  as  long  as  we  hold 
onto  the  center  of  our  faith:  Jesus  Christ."  The  church,  he 
cautioned,  must  never  let  differences  stand  in  the  way  of 
its  message  and  ministry. 

News  media  covering  the  session  increased  in 
numbers  Monday.  A  survey  of  interest  in  General 
Conference  news  showed  9,000  General  Conference  Web 
site  users  the  first  day,  and  the  number  has  grown  since 
then,  surpassing  11,000  users  one  day.  A  comparable 
number  of  users  are  visiting  the  United  Methodist  News 
Service  General  Conference  site,  said  Susan  Peek,  director 
of  Internet  Services  for  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

— Robert  Lear 


Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is  . . .  Brad  Motta????? 

You  can  find  me  in  a  place  where  the  sounds 
are  muffled,  and  all  the  extraneous  noise  in  the 
convention  center  is  filtered  out.  The  people  in  this 
area  bring  clarity  to  some  delegates  who  would 
othervkise  sit  in  confusion.  It  is  a  place  occupied  bv 
fast  thinkers  and  talkers.  Taking  a  photo  of  the 
inside  proved  very  difficult  as  you  will  see  because 
it  is  very  tight  quarters. 

See  photo  on  page  2020  for  the  location. 
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Prayer  Areas,  Concert  of  Prayer 
Inspire  Delegates 

The  East  Ohio  Conference  Evangelism 
Connmittee  welcomes  delegates  and  visitors 
to  the  General  Conference  prayer  areas  in 
the  convention  center's  Little  Theater  and 
Musical  Hall.  The  Rev.  Charles  J.  Naylor 
recruited  local  church  volunteers  to  staff  the 
areas  8  a.m.-5  p.m.  Monday  through 
Saturday. 

The  first  area — in  the  Little 
Theater — is  a  place  for  private  prayer, 
communion  and  anointing.  Soft  lighting, 
music,  banners,  a  fountain,  and  a 
prie-dieu  create  a  quiet  ambiance.  An 
elder  from  the  East  Ohio  Conference 
offers  communion  and  anointing.  Stations 
of  the  Lord's  Prayer  comprise  the  second 
area,  a  private,  self-guided  prayer  center. 
Plants,  posters,  and  other  items  adorn 
each  table.  The  third  area,  located  in  the 
Concert  Hall  to  the  left  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer  area,  is  available  for  those  who  desire  to  offer  more 
audible  praise  and  prayer. 

A  daily  Concert  of  Prayer  is  held  from  1:45-2:15  p.m. 
in  the  Little  Theater.  Eighty  to  100  persons  visit  the  area 
each  day.  In  addition,  several  conferences  are  having 
round-the-clock  prayer  vigils. 

— Patty  Meyers 

Sabbath  Provides  Time  to  Contemplate 

I  rarely  have  appreciated  Sabbath  more  than  1  did 
May  7 — the  Sunday  between  the  two  weeks  of  General 
Conference.  The  opportunity  to  cease  from  work,  from 
the  "order  of  the  day,"  to  be  silent  and  contemplative,  is  a 
great  blessing. 

The  Creator  modeled  Sabbath.  According  to  the  New 
Revised  Standard  Version,  "And  on  the  seventh  day  God  . 

. .  rested "  (Genesis  2:2).  Some  scholars  say  the  Hebrew 

word  for  "rest"  means  more  than  resting  or  finishing 
work:  God  contemplated  on  what  God  had  done. 

As  I  sat  in  Severance  Hall  and  let  the  glorious  music 
wash  over  me,  I  contemplated  another  Hebrew  word, 
hesed,  usually  translated  as  "steadfast  love."  1  once 
counted  107  occurrences  of  "steadfast  love'  in  the  Psalms 
alone.  The  phrase  occurs  many  times  throughout  the 
scriptures.  Psalm  118  repeats  the  litany  several  times: 
God's  steadfast  love  endures  forever. 

As  the  Sabbath  drew  to  a  close,  1  gave  thanks  for  its 
blessings,  asking  that  the  General  Conference  return  to 
"the  order  of  the  day,"  rested,  contemplative,  secure  in 
God's  steadfast  love  and  willing  to  share  it  with  others. 

— Patty  Meyers 


C.  Irene  Coates  of  Grand  Island,  Neb.  lifts  up  the  prayer  concerns  of  delegates  and  attendees  at  the 
General  Conference  prayer  room. 

— Dewayne  and  Ginnie  Lowther  photo 


Author  Signings 
at  the  Cokesbury  Store 


Tuesday  —  May  9 

1:30  to  2:30  p.m. 

Robert  Martin  Walker,  You  Might  Be  a  United 

Methodist  If . .  . 
Boyce  A.  Bowdon,  The  Child-Friendly  Church 


Wednesday  —  May  10 

11  a.m.  to  noon 

Robert  Martin  Walker,  Encounters  with  the  Living 
God 

Noon  to  1  p.m. 

Rodney  Wilmoth,  How  United  Methodists  Share 

Their  Faith 
Donald  Messer,  The  Befuddled  Stork 
Marie  White  Webb,  The  Power  of  the  Dream 
ST  Kimbrough  Jr.,  Methodism  in  Russia 
and  the  Baltic  States 

1:30  p.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

James  W.  Moore,  Some  Folks  Feel  the  Rain 
Deborah  K.  Cronin,  Holy  Ground 
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General  Conference  to  Consider  Two  Resolutions  on  the  Philippines 


Saturday  evening,  the  conference  approved  a 
petition  related  to  a  conflict  in  the  Philippines.  On 
Monday  morning,  the  conference  moved  reconsideration 
of  the  matter,  and  after  a  presentation  by  Davao  Area 
Bishop  Paul  L.A.  Granadosin,  a  delegate  offered  a 
substitute  resolution. 

Both  resolutions  concern  conflict  on  Mindanao,  the 
largest  island  in  the  southern  Philippines,  and  smaller 
islands  close  to  that  part  of  Malaysia  that  is  on  Borneo. 
Also,  the  Moluccan  Islands  of  Indonesia  come  into  play. 

Islam  is  strong  in  Mindanao  and  the  southern 
islands.  Both  the  distance  from  the  capital  Manila  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  majority  in  the  rest  of  the  country  lead 
many  citizens  either  to  seek  independence  or  to  become 
an  autonomous  region.  Some  groups,  including  the  Moro 
Islamic  Liberation  Front,  seek  both  independence  and 
establishment  of  an  Islamic  government  with  application 
of  Islamic  (Shria)  law. 

The  main  difference  in  the  two  resolutions  is  that  the 
first  places  blame  for  the  current  situation  on  the  group 
recently  blamed  for  kidnapping  tourists  in  Malaysia  and 
now  holding  them  in  the  Philippines.  The  second 
resolution  does  not  blame  a  specific  group  but  places 
blame  on  government  troops  for  their  actions.  The  two 
resolutions  reflect  two  different  understandings  of  how  to 
negotiate  toward  peace  in  the  region  and  how  to 
strengthen  the  peace  process. 

The  situation  is  crucial.  Groups  have  taken 
international  prisoners,  acts  reported  in  European  and 
U.S.  newspapers.  The  region  also  experiences  daily  bus 
bombings  and  other  acts  of  violence.  Concern  about  that 
situation  catalyzed  the  initial  response. 

The  plenary  postponed  the  matter  of  substitution 
imtil  both  petitions  appear  in  the  DCA. 

— Robert  McClean 

Resolution  presented  by  Angelito  G.  Samson 
(Kansas  East)  and  passed  May  6: 

We  rejoice  with  the  reported  rescue  of  the  15  hostages 
previously  held  by  extremist  Muslim  rebels  of  the  Abu 
Sayyaf  group.  But  with  them  were  four  dead:  a  priest  and 
three  teachers.  We  share  the  agony  of  those  21  hostages  from 
Siptadan  Island  in  Malaysia,  among  them,  French,  German, 
Lebanese,  South  African,  Finnish,  and  Malaysian  nationals 
who  face  continuing  uncertainties.  We  lament  the  outbreak 
of  violence  involving  Muslim  rebels  in  the  14  localities  of 
Mindanao,  including  those  in  Sulu  and  Basilan  islands.  And 
so,  we  are  grimly  reminded  of  what  we  stand  for  as  members 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Whereas  "individuals  are  affirmed  by  God  in  their 
diversity,  so  are  nations  and  cultures";  and  "while 
recognizing    valid    differences    in    culture    and    political 


philosophy,   we   stand    for   justice   and    peace   in   every" 
situation  [Book  of  Discipline,  Par.  69A1. 

Whereas,  "we  believe  war  is  incompatible  with  the 
teachings  and  example  of  Christ.  .  .  .  and  insist  that  the  first 
moral  duty  of  all  nations  is  to  resolve  by  peaceful  means  every 
dispute  that  arises  between  or  among  them;  that  human 
values  must  outweigh  military  claims  as  governments 
determine  their  priorities"  [Book  of  Discipline,  Par.  69C1. 

Be  it  hereby  resolved  that  the  General  Conference  2000  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  express  its  prayer  that 
hostilities  begin  to  cease,  for  there  are  only  losers  in  wars,  and 
those  who  claim  to  be  victors  must  live  with  the  threat  of 
violent  reprisals  in  an  unending  cycle  of  vengeance;  that  food, 
medicines,  clothing,  and  safe  refuge  be  ensured  by  all  parties 
to  those  whose  life  are  in  their  hands;  that  humanitarian 
agencies  be  allowed  to  care  for  them  until  the  ultimate  return 
of  peace  in  their  disturbed  lands;  that  we  join  all  with  this  our 
resolution  of  the  conflicts  and  sorrows;  that  we  call  upon  all 
peoples  to  recognize  one  another,  to  be  in  community  with 
each  other,  in  the  hope  of  a  just  world  order,  upholding  how 
all  persons  and  groups  must  feel  secure  in  their  life  and  right 
to  live  within  a  society  if  order  is  to  be  achieved  and 
maintained  by  law,  and  if  we  especially  express  this  hope  to 
both  Christians  and  non-Christians  alike,  we  must  leave  the 
rigors  of  the  sovereign  Philippine  conununity. 

Resolution  presented  by  Ricarta  R.  Rapisora 

(Mindanao  Philippines)  as  a  substitute,  on 

reconsideration  of  the  resolution  that  was  passed  May  6: 

We  rejoice  with  the  reported  release  of  15  hostages 
previously  held  by  extremist  Muslim  rebels.  We  share  the 
agony  of  those  21  hostages  from  Sipadan  Island  in 
Malaysia,  among  them  French,  German,  Lebanese,  South 
African,  Finnish  and  Malaysian  nationals  who  face 
continuing  uncertainties.  We  condemn  the  outbreak  of 
violent  conflict  involving  the  rebels  and  the  Philippine 
government  in  14  localities  in  Mindanao  including  those 
in  Sulo  and  Basilan  Islands. 

Be  it  hereby  resolved  that  the  General  Conference 
2000  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  express  its  prayer 
that  hostilities  immediately  cease;  that  food,  medicines, 
clothing,  and  safe  refuge  be  insured  by  all  parties  to  those 
whose  lives  are  in  their  hands;  and  that  humanitarian 
agencies  be  allowed  to  care  for  them  until  ultimate  return 
of  peace  in  their  lands;  that  we  join  all  who  desire  a 
solution  of  the  conflicts  and  the  struggles  that  will  build  a 
just  and  durable  peace;  that  we  call  upon  all  peoples  to 
recognize  one  another  to  be  in  community  with  each  other 
in  the  hope  of  a  just  world  order,  upholding  how  all 
persons  and  groups  must  feel  secure  in  their  life  and  right 
to  live  within  society  if  order  is  to  be  achieved  and 
maintained  by  law;  and  that  we  especiallv  express  this 
hope  to  both  Christians  and  non-Christians  alike,  who 
live  the  rigors  of  southern  Philippines  community. 
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Future  Bishop 

Obliinous  to  the  work  of  the  General  Conference  is  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Susan  Brambaugh,  Internet  assistant. 


Play  'Jeopardy'  at  General  Conference 

In  the  game  "Jeopardy,"  a  contestant  receives  the 
answer  and  then  is  given  a  few  seconds  to  come  up  with 
the  question  to  which  the  answer  is  directed.  Take  a 
moment  to  challenge  your  brain  with  a  game  of  General 
Conference  "Jeopardy." 

1.  Water  and  voting  pads 

2.  $2 

3.  "I  move  the  previous  question." 

4.  150  pounds 

5.  10  pounds 

6.  1,500  words  a  minute 

7.  Nosebleed 

8.  Everyone  looks  alike. 

9.  Faith  and  Order 

10.  Salt  and  pepper 

11.  The  Third  Fifth  Bank 

12.  "Serious  trouble  will  bypass  you." 

13.  Fast  food 

14.  Pittsburgh 

15.  "It's  too  cold  in  here!" 

Questions  can  be  found  on  page  2020 

—Brad  Motta 
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Anybody  Listenin'?... 
Subcommittee  reports  on  Sat  aft-eve; 

Committee  Female  %  comm.     Female  particip. 

Church  &  Society  31V.  31V. 

(Racial  ethnic  persons  are  20%  of  group,  participating  at  34%.) 
Discipleship  40V.  34% 

(Youth/Young  Adult  participation  is  strong  and  growing.) 

Faith  &  Order  33V.  28% 

(On  Sun.,  females  were  37%  of  group,  participating  at  41%) 

Financial  Admin  20%  23% 

(Clergy  are  44%  of  group,  participating  at  87%) 

Gen  &  Jud  Admin  38%  33% 

(Seventy-three  different  individuals  spoke  in  open  sharing  on  CPT.) 

Global  Ministries  34%  39% 

(Clergy  and  laity  participated  equally  at  S0%.) 

Higher  Ed  47%  30% 

(Discussion  of  par.  332:  clergy  are  63%  of  group  &  spoke  83%  of 

time.) 

Indep  Comm  27%  28% 

(I^cial  ethnic  persons  participated  at  30% ,  including  repeated 

contributions  fk>m  male  Central  Conf  and  young  adult  delegates.) 

Local  Church  31%  41% 

(Sat  afternoon  participation  was  dominated  by  male  clergy  at  60% .) 

Subcommittee  Chairs  in  all  Committees: 

Of  the'52  chairs  of  subcommittees,  62%  are  males  (who 
are  68%  of  General  Conference).  Laity  (50%  of  GC) 
are  44%  of  subcom  chairs.  Racial  ethnic  persons  are 
1 5%  of  subcom  chairs.  Among  the  52,  there  are  2 
youth/yoimg  adults,  1  central  conference  delegate,  and  1 
delegate  with  disabilities. 

Note:  In  Higher  Education,  all  four  subcom  chairs  are 
clergy;  in  Local  C3iiuch,  3  of  4  are  clergy. 

Suspending  parliamentary  procedure- 
benefits; 

In  Gen  &  Judicial,  Faith  &  Order,  and  Higher  Ed, 

rules  suspended  in  order  to  share  and  listen.  In  Faith  & 
Order  and  Gen  &  Jud,  inclusive  participation 
increased  dramatically,  with  nearly  every  member 
speaking.  But  when  parliamentary  process  resumed, 
observers  noted  an  equally  dramatic  shift  to  Anglo  male 
clergy  participation. 

Troubling  climate  of  disrespect: 

In  one  committee,  observers  noted  repeated  speaking, 
calling  out,  and  challenging  of  the  racial  ethnic 
chairperson  without  being  recognized  by  chair.  This 
disregard  for  the  chair  and  for  the  etiquette  of  being 
recognized  before  speaking  can  damage  the 
effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  decision  making. 
Repeatedly  it  was  observed  that  female  delegates  raised 
their  hands  to  be  recognized,  but  male  delegates  often 
called  out  comments  or  questions  without  being 
recognized  (thus  "taking"  an  opportimity  to  speak). 

Information  provided  by  the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 's  Monitoring  Team 
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Prayer  Concerns 


You  are  invited  to  bring  prayer  requests  to  any  Cokesbury  checkout  counter 
or  to  Brad  Motta  in  the  DCA  office. 
Requests  will  be  printed  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 
Please  pray  for  the  following: 

People    of    Sierre    Leone,    United    Nations 
peacekeepers  held  hostage,  and  their  fan\ilies 


•  Mary  Beth  Anderson,  Illinois  Great  Rivers 
Conference  delegate,  who  had  to  remain  honie 
for  chemotherapy 

•  The  Rev.  Robert  L.  "Bob"  Benson,  retired 
pastor  of  the  Wyoming  Conference,  who  had  a 
heart  attack 

•  Dr.  Neal  R.  Berte,  North  Abbama  delegate  and 
president  of  Birmingham  Southern  College, 
unable  to  attend  General  Conference  because 
he  is  undergoing  treatment  for  a  painful 
calcium  deposit 

•  The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess,  Louisiana 
delegate,  and  his  spouse  Peggy,  who  had  to 
return  to  Monroe,  La.,  to  attend  the  eulogy  for 
his  brother-in-law,  Edward  R.  Cromwell  Jr. 

•  Laura  Dassama,  16,  daughter  of  Mousa  A. 
Dassoma  Sr.,  Liberia  delegate.  She  suffers  from 
sickle  cell  anemia,  and  is  in  a  crisis  situation 
regarding  her  spleen  and  liver. 

•  Rebecca  Day,  daughter  of  page  Sharon  Cade, 
who  has  Graves'  disease 

•  Vanessa  and  Jeff  Edwards 

•  Helen,  an  Africa  Uiuversity  choir  member,  and 
her  cousin  who  was  injured  in  an  auto  accident. 
The  cousin  is  the  primary  care-giver  for 
Helen's  three  children  while  the  choir  is  on 
tovir. 

•  Anita  Fenstermacher,  North  Indiana  alternate 
delegate,  unable  to  attend  because  of  cancer 
treatment 

•  The  Rev.  Mary  A.  Johnson-Maasaquoi,  Sierra 
Leone  delegate,  admitted  to  the  Metro  Medical 
Health  Center.  She  will  undergo  bypass 
surgery. 

•  Joanne  Kirkland,  Oklahoma  reserve  delegate, 
injured  in  a  serious  car  accident  immediately 
before  General  Conference 

•  Laura,  daughter  of  conference  marshals,  who 
will  have  a  brain  tumor  removed  May  24 

•  Amelia  Mostyn,  undergoing  heart  surgery 


The  people  of  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico 

Persons  whose  homes  are  threatened  by  forest 
fires  in  New  Mexico 

Jim  Pitka,  spouse  of  Iowa  pastor  the  Rev. 
Marjolein  Pitka.  He  is  near  death  in  Iowa  City. 

Cindy  and  Dave  Poteet  in  Oklahoma  City  as 
Cindy  received  negative  news  on  the  results  of 
her  cancer  chemotherapy 

Fanuly  and  friends  of  Preston  Price's  father, 
who  died  May  4 

Betty  Reilly,  a  conference  page,  now 
hospitalized 

The  Rev.  Wally  Riches,  California-Nevada 
Conference,  undergoing  treatment  for 
leukemia 

Ruth  Rodriguez,  very  ill  with  cancer 

Eddie  Self,  North  Alabama  delegate,  elected 
seven  times,  but  now  in  intensive  care  at  the 
University  of  Alabama  Hospital  at 
Birmingham  with  a  malignant  brain  tumor 

John  T.  Shettle,  North  Indiana  delegate,  unable 
to  attend  because  of  cancer  treatment 

Jean  S.  Sublette,  Alabama-West  Florida 
delegate,  whose  mother  died  May  5 

Sustainable  p>eace  in  Sierra  Leone,  where 
fighting  recently  erupted 

Bert  Talbott,  South  Indiana  alternate  delegate, 
unable  to  attend  because  of  back  surgery 

The  inclusion  of  all  God's  children 

The  marriage  of  Marty  and  Kristi 


Musicians  from  Ohio  'sfive  Untied  Melhodisl-related  colleges  and  universities  entertain  a  packed  house  Sunday  evening. 


-UMNS  Photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


Severance  Hall  Concert  Stirs  a  Packed  House 


The  recently  renovated  Severance  Hall,  home  of  the 
Cleveland  Orchestra,  was  consecrated  Sunday  evening  in 
a  festival  of  music  and  worship  as  choirs  and  musicians 
from  Ohio's  five  United  Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities  performed  before  a  packed  house. 

Students  from  Baldwin-Wallace  College,  Berea; 
Mount  Union  College,  Alliance;  Ohio  Northern 
University,  Ada;  Ohio  Western  University,  Delaware;  and 
Otterbein  College,  Westerville,  presented  a  powerful 
performance,  culminating  in  Leonard  Bernstein's 
Chichester  Psalms  under  the  direction  of  internationally 
known  conductor  Robert  Page. 

Attendees  also  welcomed  the  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Jarboe  Jr. 
and  his  son  Matthew,  12,  modern-day  circuit  riders  as 
they  completed  their  horseback  journey  from  St.  Paul, 
Kan.,  to  Cleveland.  Celebrating  the  tradition  of  their 
Methodist  ancestors,  they  stopped  each  night  for  worship 
and  preaching. 

One  chaplain  described  the  evening  as  "a  rare 
opportunity  for  the  church  to  see  the  fruits  of  what  it  has 
sown  in  higher  education,"  adding  "tonight  was  an 
intimate  and  personal  experience  with  the  present  and  the 
future  of  our  church."  Dr.  Sandra  W.  Lutz,  event 
coordinator,  expressed  appreciation  "for  a  chance  to 
celebrate  and  take  a  break  from  the  business  of  General 
Conference." 


The  performance — recorded  by  Cleveland  radio  station 
WCLV— 95.5  FM— will  be  broadcast  Tuesday  at  9  p.m. 

—David  Persons 


You  Know  the  Second  Week 
of  General  Conference  Has  Begun  If . . . 

You  wish  "Thou  shalt  sleep  in"  were  one  of  the 

Ten  Commandments. 

You    awaken    saying,    "I    move    the    previous 

question  on  all  that  is  before  us." 

You  refer  to  Rice  Crispies  Squares  as  health  food. 

You'd  pay  "good  money"  to  have  Dr.  SchoU  as 

your  personal  podiatrist. 

You've  figured  out  which  at-the-door  handouts 

make  you  mad. 

You  find  yourself  thinking  in  acronyms  such  as 

"TBFMT"   (Tomorrow's  Bishops  at  the  Floor  Mikes 

Today). 

You  wish  they'd  put  "The  Price  Is  Right"  on  the  big 

screen. 

You  wish  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  had  something 

funnier  than  this. 

You  wonder  why  you   worked  so  hard   to  be 

elected  a  delegate. 

You  no  longer  care  where  Brad  Motta  is  in  the 

convention  center. 

—John  Thornburg  and  Friends 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The  Yellowstone  Conference  luncheon  is  noon 
Tuesday  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Lakeside.  All  YAC 
members  are  welcome. 

The  Nebraska  Area  delegation's  dinner  with 
Bishop  Joel  and  Dr.  Raquel  Martinez  will  be  held  6 
p.m.  Tuesday  at  the  Hong  Kong  Jockey  Club 
Restaurant  at  Tower  City  Center  (lower  level). 
Delegates  and  friends  of  the  Nebraska  Area  are 
welcome. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico  invites  all 
delegates,  visitors  and  observers  to  visit  its  booth 
(Exhibit  Hall  B  entrance)  to  see  the  news, 
photographs  and  video  of  the  removal  and  arrest 
of  peaceful  demonstrators,  including  Bishop  Juan 
A.  Vera-Mendez,  from  the  island  of  Vieques. 

The  New  England  delegation  dinner  will  be  held 
at  5:45  p.m.  today  at  the  Ferris  Steakhouse  at  the 
comer  of  Prospect  and  Fourth. 

The  Albany  Area  will  celebrate  together  this 
evening  at  5:30  p.m.  for  a  dinner  buffet  in  the 
Grille  Room  at  the  Sheraton  City  Centre  Hotel. 
Contact  Brolin  Parker  at  seat  13  or  Shirley  Byers  at 
the  Sheraton  for  reservations. 

The  Northwest  Texas/New  Mexico  Area 
delegations  and  visitors  will  have  dinner  today  at 
6  p.m.  at  Johnny  Q's  Steakhouse,  55  Public  Square. 
Contact  Eddie  Allsup,  Northwest  Texas,  or 
Sandra  Roberts,  New  Mexico,  for  more 
information. 

The  Commission  on  Central  Conference  Affairs 
will  reconvene  for  further  business  today  at  1:30 
p.m.  in  room  212-A. 

TTne  Baltimore-Washington  delegation  dinner 
with  Phyllis  and  Bishop  Felton  May  will  be  held 


today  from  5:30-7:30  p.m.  at  the  Marriott  Key 
Center.  Special  guests  at  the  dinner  include 
Bishop  Christopher  Jokomo  and  Rev.  Josephat 
Banda. 

•  The  bus  for  the  Kansas  West/Kansas  East's 
reception  today  will  load  at  5  p.m. 

•  The  German  Central  Conference  delegation's 
luncheon  with  Bishops  Kleiber,  Minor  and 
spouses  will  be  held  at  12:30  p.m.  today  in  the 
Grille  Room  of  the  Sheraton  City  Centre  hotel. 

•  Space  is  extremely  limited  for  additional  seating  at 
the  Northern  Illinois  Conference  dinner  Tuesday 
from  5-7:30  p.m.  Contact  Rose  E.  Arroyo  for  tickets 
(C-6-9)  and  more  information.  The  dinner,  a  time 
for  fun  and  relaxation,  will  be  held  in  the  second 
floor  Salon  at  the  Marriott  Hotel. 

•  The  editor  of  the  Danish  Christian  Advocate  invites 
all  delegates  and  other  official  participants  from 
Russia  and  the  Nordic  and  Baltic  countries  to  a 
social  gathering  tomorrow  at  10:15  p.m.  in  the 
Sheraton. 

•  Bishop  Rader  invites  all  "Wisconsinites"  to  gather 
for  lunch  at  Homblowers,  1151  N.  Marginal  Road 
at  noon  Wednesday.  Contact  Sue  Setterlund 
(A-14-13  or  771-7600)  to  reserve  a  place.  Cost  of  the 
meal  is  $10. 

•  All  are  invited  to  the  Native  American  banquet  at 
5:30  p.m.  tomorrow  at  the  Residence  Inn,  527 
Prospect  Ave.  Keynote  speaker  is  Juanita 
Helphrey,  minister  for  racial  justice  and  Native 
American  programs.  United  Church  of  Christ. 
Tickets  are  $25  at  the  door.  Call  the  Marriott, 
696-9200,  room  415  for  reservations. 


'I  Feel  Really  at  Home  Here  With  You  All/  African  Delegate  Says 


At  the  end  of  four  days  of  plenary  and  subcommittee 
meetings,  a  Conferences  Committee  member  rose  for  the 
first  time  to  address  the  tired  delegates. 

"I  receive  it  as  a  joy  in  my  heart  as  how  well 
organized  you  are  and  how  well  you  work  together,"  said 
Tudinga  A.  Lopempa,  delegate  from  Oriental  and 
Equator  Congo,  through  a  French  interpreter. 

"Since  we  are  now  in  a  conference  where  there  is 
war. ..eastern  Congo  area. ..nobody  thought  I  would  be 
able  to  be  here.  It  is  a  miracle  to  be  here,"  he  continued. 


"Your  work  here  shows  me  how  committed  to  the  life  of 
the  church  you  are.  I  am  grateful. 

"I  ask  your  prayers  of  peace  for  my  country  and  for 
my  neighbors  and  my  family.  I  feel  really  at  home  here 
with  you  all,"  Lopempa  added. 

"The  only  change  I  would  suggest  to  what  you  said," 
added  Vance  Summers  Jr.,  West  Ohio,  "is  to  change  the 
'you'  to  'we.'  You  are  part  of  us.  We  are  doing  this 
together." 

— Dean  Snyder  and  Wally  Athey 
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Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is  . . .  Brad  Motta? 

The  translation  booths  are  a  vital  link  for 
English-  and  non-English-speaking  delegates. 
The  almost  soundproof  rooms  usually  contain 
two  translators  who  work  together  to  bring  the 
translated  proceedings  to  the  delegates.  They 
provide  a  link  so  that  we  can  hear  one  another 
in  our  language.  Many  times  they  struggle  to 
hear  and  translate  phrases  and  words  that  are 
not  easily  translated  into  the  language  they  are 
assigned.  Pictured  here  with  me  are  the  Swahili 
translators,  Betty  Kiboko  and  Kalamba 
Kilumba. 


— Dewayne  and  Ginnie  Lmuther  photo 

Deacons,  Diaconal  Ministers 
Greet  Friends,  Give  Thanks 

The  Section  of  Deacons  and  Diaconal  Ministers 
invited  deacons,  diaconal  ministers,  and  friends  to  a 
luncheon  May  8.  A  trolley  took  60  of  them  to  Cleveland's 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  The  luncheon's  tenor  was 
far  different  than  that  of  previous  General  Conference 
gatherings.  It  was  not  a  caucus.  It  was  a  time  to  greet 
friends  and  give  thanks.  It  seems  clear  the  church  is 
committed  to  two  orders  of  ordained  ministry. 

Since  the  1996  General  Conference  created  the  order 
of  deacon  in  full  connection,  900  diaconal  ministers  have 
been  ordained  deacon.  Approximately  500  have  chosen  to 
remain  diaconal  ministers.  More  than  600  have  become 
candidates  for  the  order  of  deacon.  Deacons  and  diaconal 
ministers  serve  in  many  capacities  throughout  the  church. 

jimmy  Carr,  assistant  general  secretary,  expressed 
his  appreciation,  encouraged  ecumenical  bridge  building, 
and  praised  his  successor,  Joaquin  Garcia.  Garcia 
expressed  concern  for  lay  ministry  and  encouraged 
attendees  to  work  for  those  who  are  disenfranchised. 

Carr  and  Garcia  invited  participation  in  the  2001 
World  Diakonia  Conference  in  Australia. 


— Dewayne  and  Ginnie  Lowther  photo 


General  Conference  'Jeopardy'  Game 

1.  What  are  two  things  that  don't  mix  at  General 
Conference? 

2.  What  is  the  cost  for  the  two  life-saving  beverages 
of  a  delegate:  coffee  and  water? 

3.  What  words  should  have  been  spoken  15  minutes 
before  you  actually  heard  them? 

4.  How  heavy  is  a  delegate's  General  Conference 
tote  bag? 

5.  What  is  the  average  number  of  pounds  gained  by 
General  Conference  attendees? 

6.  How  fast  must  you  read  to  digest  all  of  the  fliers 
distributed  at  General  Conference? 

7.  What  happens  when  you  sit  in  the  upper  levels  of 
the  auditorium? 

8.  What  is  the  view  from  the  upper  levels  of  the 
auditorium? 

9.  What  does  it  require  to  get  through  General 
Conference? 

10.  What  is  the  dominant  hair  color  at  General 
Conference? 

11.  What  is  the  most  confusing  name  of  a  bank  you 
have  ever  heard? 

12.  What  fortune  cookie  message  did  this  writer 
receive? 

13.  What  do  you  call  any  meal  consumed  at  General 
Conference? 

14.  In     four     years     what     city     will     suffer     a 
paper-recycling  crisis? 

15.  What   is   the   favorite   whine   of   the   General 
Conference? 

—Brad  Motta 


Patty  Meyers 
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'Soulforce'  To  Stage  Protest  After  Negotiations  Cease 


After  two  negotiating  sessions  with  a  group  of 
bishops  and  civic  leaders  did  not  result  in  gaining 
entrance  to  the  conference  floor,  members  of  the  gay 
Christian  activist  group,  Soulforce,  plan  to  stage  a 
non-violent  act  of  protest  outside  the  Convention  Center 
on  Wednesday  morning. 

Referring  to  the  negotiations  in  a  statement  released 
late  Tuesday  night,  the  bishops  stated: 

"The  meetings  we've  had  with  Soulforce  were  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  the  hospitality  of  the  church.  We  have 
hoped  that  everyone  knows  our  doors  are  open,  but  we 
wanted  Soulforce  to  be  told  by  us  personally.  The 
meetings  were  very  cordial  and  helpful.  We  will  honor 
the  privacy  of  those  meetings  by  offering  no  further 
specific  details.  The  meetings  have  concluded,  have  been 
fruitful,  and  have  served  their  constructive  purpose." 
Bishop  WiUiam  Oden,  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
added,  "There  was  a  good  spirit  in  the  meetings." 

Twice  Monday,  five  bishops  met  with  city  of 
Cleveland  officials  and  four  members  of  Soulforce,  a 
nondenominational  coalition  dedicated  to  "promoting 
justice  for  sexual  minorities."  Soulforce  is  headed  by  the 
Rev.  Mel  White,  an  author,  filmmaker  and  former 
evangelical  minister.  Rev.  White  "came  out"  in  1993  in  a 
sermon  delivered  at  Cathedral  of  Hope  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  Dallas.  He  had  previously  been  a 
ghost  writer  for  Billy  Graham,  Pat  Robertson,  Jim  Bakker 
and  Jerry  Falwell. 

In  a  pre-conference  news  release,  Soulforce  leaders 
announced  their  intention  to  stage  a  non-violent  protest 
on  May  10  when  George  Carey,  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  is  scheduled  to  speak.  Their  original  request 
was  to  be  able  to  have  members  of  Soulforce  kneeling  in  a 


silent  prayer  vigil  throughout  the  archbishop's  sermon. 
"We  want  to  be  on  the  floor  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  at 
the  same  level  as  the  archbishop,"  said  White.  "We  won't 
speak.  We  won't  interrupt.  We  won't  move." 

In  a  meeting  early  Monday  morning,  the  four 
Soulforce  representatives  "raised  their  ante,"  White  told 
the  DCA.  Additional  negotiating  points  were  introduced 
Monday  morning,  including  requests  to  speak  and  be 
present  on  the  floor  of  the  conference.  During  the 
Monday  evening  negotiations,  the  bishops  offered  to  take 
the  matter  of  the  requests  to  the  delegates,  informing 
Soulforce  leaders  that  it  would  take  a  two-thirds  vote  to 
do  so.  Souforce  withdrew  from  the  talks  at  that  point. 
White  suggested  that  the  possibility  of  losing  a  two-thirds 
vote  would  have  been  painful  for  them. 

Soulforce  is  using  the  occasion  of  the  General 
Conference  to  sponsor  "Soulforce  University,"  an  event 
to  train  people  in  the  nonviolent  resistance  principles  of 
Mohandas  Gandhi  and  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Gandhi's  grandson,  Arun,  and  King's  daughter,  Yolanda, 
are  in  Cleveland  to  participate  in  the  training  at  an  event 
this  evening  at  Cleveland  State  University. 

"We  take  a  risk  of  offending  the  delegates,"  said 
White.  "But  we  also  say  that  you  haven't  seen  anything 
yet." 

AMAR,  a  coalition  including  Affirmation,  the 
Reconciling  Congregation  Program,  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  and  United  Methodists  of 
Color  for  a  Fully  Inclusive  Church,  have  chosen  not  to  be  a 
partner  with  Soulforce  in  this  action.  Coalition  leaders  are 
aware  that  some  of  their  members  will  want  to  join  in. 

— John  Thornburg 
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Transforming  Congregations  Say  They 
'Uphold  Apostolic  Faith' 

In  the  ongoing  debate  regarding  homosexuals  and 
their  relationship  to  the  church,  the  goal  of  Transforming 
Congregations  is  to  "uphold  the  apostolic  faith  as  regards 
sexual  morality,"  according  to  executive  director  Jim 
Gentile  in  an  interview  with  DCA. 

Transforming  Congregations  seek  both  to  inform  the 
church    and    to    "proclaim    the    truth    in    love"    in 
"transforming"  homosexuals,  according  to  Gentile.  "We 
feel  it  is  just  as  dangerous  to  proclaim  only  truth.    Both 
love  and  truth  must  be  present". 

Asked  why  Transforming  Congregations  focus  so 
exclusively  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality.  Gentile  said 
homosexuals  "are  the  only  group  that  is  asking  their  sin  to 
be  blessed.  Other  sinners  are  not  seeking  official 
sanction." 

Gentile  also  noted  what  he  sees  as  a  dilemma  facing 
conservatives  in  the  church:  "When  we  wish  to  talk  about 
the  truth  in  the  same  way  we  have  talked  about  love  we 
are  labeled  'mean-spirited'  and  'hateful,'"  he  said.  He 
went  on  to  argue  that  the  church  in  the  United  States  "is 
polite  to  the  point  of  erring  in  love.  It  is  a  sloppy  agape." 

— David  Persons 


Transforming  Congregations  newsletter 

declares  "the  doors  to  full  acceptance 

will  remain  closed" 

In  a  newsletter  to  delegates,  "Transforming 
Congregations"  asked:  "Help  me  understand!  Why 
would  people  remain  connected  to  a  group  who 
doesn'taffirm  them  or  approve  of  their  behavior?  . . . 
Why,  especially  in  light  of  the  fact  that  there  are 
several  denominations  that  bless  and  approve 
homosexuality?" 

The  newsletter  continued:  "Imagine  a  room  of 
one  hundred  people.  Ninety-nine  like  you,  but  one 
does  not.  The  emotionally  dependent  heart  yearns 
for  the  love  of  that  one  who  rejects  it.  .  .  .  The  UCC, 
the  MCC  and  Unitarian  Universalist  all  open  wide 
their  doors  to  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and 
transgender.  Their  polity,  doctrines  and  practices 
embrace  such  ones  with  great  celebration." 

The  newsletter  distributed  Monday  declared 
that  the  desire  of  some  to  stay  where  they  are  a 
"voluntary  victim"  is  a  "place  of  emotional 
immaturity.  A  voluntary  victimization  of  self 
returning  over  and  over  again  to  a  place  of 
rejection."  The  abuse  victim  stays  in  the  abuse, 
according  to  the  newsletter,  because  "poor  relating 
is  better  than  no  relating." 

Transforming  Congregations  raises  concern 
that  The  United  Methodist  Church  might  "lower 
His  standards  to  our  experience.  Healthy  persons 
with  enough  self-respect  and  ego  strength  would 
not  permit  themselves  to  remain  in  such  places  of 
incongruency.  .  .  .  Psychologically  whole  enough 
individuals  would  seek  that  place  of  acceptance  and 
get  on  with  life.  " 

The  newsletter  closed  with  the  advice: 

"STOP  BEING  A  VICTIM.  HND  THE 
STRENGTH  TO  MOVE  TOWARD  A  SITUATION 
WHERE  WE  CAN  ALL  EXPEND  OUR 
RESOURCES  ON  MINISTRY  RATHER  THAN 
CONFLICT." 

—Brad  Motta 
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Affiliated  Autonomous  Church  Representatives 


The  Methodist  Church  of  Argentina 
Bishop  Aldo  M.  Etchegoyen 
Miss  Amal  Azzam  de  Strasser 

United  Protestant  Church  of  Belgium 
John  Opoka 
Philippe  Laurent 

Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia 
Hno.  Rufino  Tarifa 
Obispo  Efrain  Yanapa 

Methodist  Church  in  Brazil 
Bishop  Paulo  Lockmann 
Pastor  Marisa  de  Freitas  Farias  Coutinho 
Henrique  de  Godoi  Alvim 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Chile 
Ms.  Kendy  Maldonado 
Bishop  Neftali  Aravena  Bravo 

Methodist  Church  of  the  Republic  of  China 
Dr.  Harry  Fay 
Bishop  Philip  Tseng 

Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica 
Dr.  Luis  F.  Palomo,  Bishop 
Mrs.  Zulay  Palomo 

Methodist  Church  in  Cuba 
Rev.  Ernesto  Betancourt 
Dayimi  Pimentel 

Dominican  Evangelical  Church 
Rev.  Alejandro  Figueroa 
Juan  S.  Roman 

The  United  Evangelical  Church  of  Ecuador 
Dr.  Cabezas  A.  Salomon 
Lie.  Pilatuna  L.  Alfredo 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Fiji 
Rev.  Tomas  Kanailagi 
Mrs.  Erma  Kanailagi 

The  Methodist  Church,  Hong  Kong 
Rev.  Dr.  Ping-kwong  Li 
Mr.  Sze-yuen  Ng 

The  Methodist  Church  in  India 
Rev.  Mrs.  Sulbha  Ahaley 
Mr.  Naleen  Kumar  Samson 
Mrs.  Perveen  Tikaram 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Indonesia 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Situmeang 
Rev.  J.  Sitorus 
Dr.  Gerben  Hutabarat 


Methodist  Evangelical  Church  of  Italy 
Rev.  Valdo  Benecchi 
Dr.  Giunio  Censi 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan 
Rev.  Dr.  Jin  Aral 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya 

Rev.  Prof.  Zablon  Nthamburi,  Bishop 
Mrs.  Hellen  Mung'athia 

The  Korean  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  Kim  Young  Ju 
Mr.  Lee  Sang  Kyu 
Ms.  Mary  Um 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Malaysia 
Mr.  Steward  Saga 
Rev.  David  Tharmakan 

The  Methodist  Church  of  the  Union  of  Myanmar 
Bishop  U.  Maung  Than 
U  Myint  Than 

Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of  Nicaragua 
Rev.  Ruben  V.  Pak 
Rosolio  Reyes 

The  Church  of  Pakistan 
Rt.  Rev.  S.  K.  Dass 
Mr.  Marvin  Pervaz 
Mrs.  Khushnud  Azariah 

Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of  Panama 
Bishop  Pedro  Arauez 
Juan  Fajardo 

Methodist  Church  of  Peru 

Bishop  Jorge  C.  Figueroa 
Mrs.  Beatriz  A.  de  Testino 

The  United  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philippines 
Bishop  Elmer  M.  Bolocon 
Bishop  Alan  Ray  B.  Sarte 

Igreja  Evangelical  Metodista  Potugesa 
Ireneu  da  Silva  Cunha 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Samoa 
Rev.  Faatoese  Auvaa 
Mr.  Pa'u  Motootua 

The  Spanish  Evangelical  Church 
Dr.  Enrique  Capo 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Singapore 
Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Morgan  Solomon 
Mr.  Chan  Fook  Kay 

Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in  Uruguay 
Ms.  Beatriz  Ferrari 


Daily  Edition  Vol  4  No 


2025 


Reports  of  Legislative  Committees 


Church  and  Society — (5/8/00  5:15  p.m.) 
CORRECTION  to  page  1955  col.  1  of  the  DCA: 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Asking  the  US  government  to  impose  a  moratorium 
on  the  death  penalty. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Amending  "Immigrants  in  the  U.S.:  Ministries  of 
hospitality,  advocacy  and  justice"  to  include  work 
on  behalf  of  legal  immigrants  who  are  now  denied 
welfare    benefits    and    to    support    church-based 

[         immigration  clinics; 

•  Recognizing  the  necessity  to  include  private 
church-based  social  welfare  programs  in  the  total 
picture  and  to  uphold  the  same  standards  for  such 
programs  as  government  programs  are  held  to; 

•  Clarifying  the  1996  Resolution  on  Grand  jviry  abijse 
as  referring  to  the  U.S.; 

•  Establishing  prison  ministry  outreach  through  BOD, 
GBGM,  GBCS  and  the  Racial  Justice  Integrity  Task 
Force; 

•  Deleting  the  current  resolution  on  penal  reform; 

•  Urging  state  legislatures  to  review  their  policies  for 
including  candidates  on  a  ballot; 

•  Amending  resolution  on  repression  and  the  right  to 
privacy  to  expand  the  definition  of  censorship  and 
decry  government  secrets  kept  from  the  public 
under  the  guise  of  "national  security"; 

•  Endorsing  fair  employment  practices  under  Project 
Equality; 

•  Calling  for  a  phase-out  in  dioxin  production; 

•  Amending  "New  Developments  in  Genetic  Science" 
to  oppose  human-germ-line  therapies; 

•  Calling  for  a  halt  to  mountaintop  removal  coal 
mining; 

•  Calling  for  GC  to  f>etition  the  US  president  to  pardon 
Latin-American  debt  as  an  aid  to  reestablishing 
human  lives; 

•  Calling  for  the  U.S.  to  provide  a  framework  for 
bringing  to  an  end  the  Israel-Palestinian  conflict; 

•  Affirming  the  precautionary  principle  in  toxic 
chemical  and  pollution  reduction; 

•  Seeking  justice  for  Filipino  WWII  veterans; 


Instruct  every  Annual  Conference  to  establish  a 
board  of  church  and  society  or  other  structure  to 
provide  work  on  the  social  principles; 

Calling  for  the  eradication  of  sexual  harassment  in 
the  UMC  and  society; 

Calling  for  a  change  to  laws  that  treat 
pseudo-addition  and  addiction  in  the  same  way; 

Updating  the  1996  Resolution  on  "Prejudice  against 
Muslims  and  Arabs  in  the  U.S."; 

Promoting  active  to  preserve  the  sacred  sites  of 
Native  Americans; 

Instructing  GBCS  to  provide  training  and  witness  to 
Native  American  UM  churches  on  the  social  witness 
program  during  the  next  quadrennium; 

Calling  for  GBCS  and  other  relevant  agencies  to 
actively  an  end  to  the  oppression  of  Native 
America  lis; 

Updating  the  1996  Resolution  on  'Treatment  of 
women  under  Social  Security  in  the  U.S."; 

Opposing  continued  cuts  in  Federal  funds  for  Indian 
Health  Service; 

Calling  for  UMC  to  work  to  prevent  juvenile 
delinquency  and  appropriate  treatment  of  offenders; 

Asking  GBCS  and  annual  conferences  to  provide 
education  on  the  relationship  between  white 
privilege  in  the  US  and  the  continuation  of  racism; 

Calling  for  UMC  to  declare  universal  healthcare  a 
basic  human  right; 

Readopting  1996  resolution  on  "UMC  and  America's    | 
native  people";  ' 

Readopting  1996  resolution  on  "Comity  agreements 
affecting  development  of  Native  American 
ministries  by  UMC"; 

Calling  on  U.S.  UMC  members  to  support  voting 
rights  for  the  people  of  Washington,  D.C.; 

Protecting  disability,  survivor  and  retirement  Social 
Security  Ijenefits  for  women; 

Deleting  "Ratification  of  the  D.C.  Representation  in 
the  1996  Discipline  because  it  is  redundant  with  a 
new  resolution; 

Encouraging  every  UMC  to  be  a  "weapon-free  zone" 
amended  to  strike  "and  that  no  firearm  or  edged 
weapons  be  allowed  in  the  place  of  worship  or  any 
part  of  the  church  plant"; 

Supporting  current  abolitionist  efforts  to  end 
slavery; 
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•  Setting  out  strategies  for  being  the  church  amid 
disagreement,  with  two  additions  to  the  Hst  under 
"Ministry  of  Mindfulness"; 

•  Amending  1996  Resolution  on  Housing  and 
specifically  address  housing  in  the  USA; 

•  Expressing  grief  for  acts  of  violence; 

•  Giving  NUMNAC  $100,000  to  be  the  lead  agency  on 
a  tribal  economic  strategies  study; 

•  Decrying  war  in  the  Congo  as  redrafted; 

•  Deleting  1996  resolution  opposing  radar  in  Lajas 
Valley  and  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico; 

•  Updating  the  wording  of  the  1996  "UMC  and  Peace" 
resolution; 

•  Amending  1996  "Nuclear  Abolition"  resolution  to 
set  new  goals  and  recommend  new  actions; 

•  Calling  for  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  of  Peace  in 
the  U.S.  cabinet; 

•  Calling  for  the  U.S.  Army  School  of  the  Americas  to 
be  closed; 

•  Calling  for  an  end  to  Puerto  Rico's  colonial  status; 

•  Demonstrating  solidarity  with  the  people  of 
Vieques,  Puerto  Rico; 

•  Calling  on  the  US  government  to  take  specific  steps 
to  end  the  war  in  Columbia; 

•  Opposing  hate  crimes  in  the  U.S. 

-Gretchen  Hakola  and  Paul  Widicus 

Conferences— (5/8/00  5:45  p.m. 
All  business  completed.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Exempting  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  from  the 
one  third,  one  third,  one  third  requirement; 

•  Referring  to  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  the 
request  that  each  annual  conference  hold  a  training 
seminar  to  identify  unmet  spiritual  needs  of  the 
community; 

•  Encouraging  each  annual  conference  to  develop  a 
plan  to  help  seminary  graduates  retire  their 
educational  debts.  This  was  amended  to  include 
graduates  of  'course  of  study"; 

•  Calling  for  annual  conferences  to  have  a  conference 
committee  on  disability  concerns  or  other  structure 
to  provide  functions; 

•  Enabling  legislation  to  support  earlier  action  relating 
to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  bishops  in  a 
jurisdiction  and  the  impact  on  missional  needs; 


•  Renumbering  of  certain  paragraphs  to  reflect  earlier 
committee  action; 

•  For  the  conference  chancellor  to  have  floor  privileges 
without  vote  at  annual  conference  if  not  a  conference, 
member; 

•  For  open  meetings  within  annual  conferences  witli 
some  exceptions; 

•  Removing  the  word  "preferably"  from  the 
instructions  for  ordering  conference  journals; 

•  Modifying  rules  for  access  to  unpublished  annual 
conference  records; 

•  Making  the  conference  lay  leader  a  member  of 
annual  conference; 

•  Adding  Lay  Speaking  Ministries  as  a  group  to  which 
the  conference  lay  leader  relates; 

•  For  each  annual  conference  to  have  a  Board  of 
Trustees; 

•  Allowing  the  conference  chancellor  to  be  either  laity 

or  clergy; 

•  Including  deacons  in  full  connection  among  the 
clergy  to  calculate  a  charge's  number  of  lay  members 
to  annual  conference; 

•  For  clear  connections  between  General  Conference 
agencies,  annual  conference  entities  and  the  local 
congregation  and  clear  checks  and  balances 
regarding  program  functions  and 
financial/administrative  functions  within  the 
annual  conference; 

•  Removing  the  word  "effective"  from  before  the  date 
of  assignment  for  bishops  in  Para.  407.1  so  as  to  allow 
General  Church  support  for  newly  elected  bishops; 

•  Reducing  the  life  of  resolutions  from  12  years  to 
eight; 

•  Changing  the  number  of  General  Conference 
delegates  from  a  minimum  of  600  and  a  maximum  of 
1,000  to  a  minimum  of  800  and  a  maximum  of  1,200; 

•  Allowing  central  conferences  to  choose  to  give  lay 
members  the  unlimited  right  to  vote  including  on 
matters  of  ordination,  character,  and  conference 
relations  of  clergy. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Calling  for  the  realignment  of  annual  conference 
boundaries  if  the  annual  conference  exceeds  250,000 
members; 

•  Creating  an  Evangelical  Missionary  Conference  in 
the  Western  Jurisdiction.  A  minority  report  is 
expected. 

-Dean  Snyder  and  Wally  Athey 
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Discipleship — (5/8/00  3  p.m.  All  business  completed.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Creating  the  position  of  certified  lay  assistants  with 
duties,  expectations  of,  and  process  for  certification. 
This  category  of  ministry  is  intended  to  provide 
ministry  to  small  membership  churches. 

•  Approving  the  Korean  United  Methodist  Hymnal  to 
be  listed  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  an  official 
resource  together  with  other  official  resources. 

-Linda  Green  and  Frank  Estrada 


Faith  and  Order— (5/8/00  5  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Keeping  language  stating  "homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching"; 

•  Prohibiting  holy  unions; 

•  Keeping  self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals  from 
being  ordained  or  appointed. 

•  Imploring  families  and  churches  not  to  reject  or 
condemn  their  lesbian  and  gay  members  and 
friends; 

•  Calling  for  worldwide  enforcement  of  laws  against 
sexual  exploitation  of  children  by  adults,  "including 
images  in  all  media." 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence  on 
approximately  121  petitions  on  homosexuality. 

-Ann  Whiting  and  Erik  Alsgaard 

Financial  Administration — (5/8/00) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  on 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  reports  3, 
4, 5, 6,  7,  9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,  and  15.  Reports  8  and  16  met 
with  nonconcurrence  with  the  committee  recommending 
changes  in  the  reports.  Reports  8  and  16  deal  largely  with 
a  new  apportionment  formula  that  would  base 
apportionments  on  a  percentage  related  to  economic 
figures  in  a  given  area. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Adding  intangible  assets  to  the  list  of  properties  that 
are  held  in  trust  for  the  United  Methodist  Church; 

•  Permitting  charges  to  apply  for  emergency  subsidy 
grants  from  th  Equitable  Compensation  Fund; 

•  Requesting  the  General  Conference  to  develop 
policies  asserting  ownership  of  general  agency 
surplus  funds. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 


•  Allowing  local  congregations  flexibility  in 
determining  apportioned  giving; 

•  Requiring  the  General  Conference,  annual 
conferences,  and  districts  to  reUnquish  all  claims  to 
local  church  property. 

-Davie  Burgdorf  and  Tom  Burger 

Global  Ministries — (5/8/00) 

The     committee      recommended      concurrence      with 
amendments; 

•  Spor\soring  a  four-year  study  on  the  economic  impact 
of  colonialism  and  capitalism  on  native  people; 

•  Recommending  the  end  of  Puerto  Rican  colonial 
status; 

•  Relating  to  United  States  and  China  political 
relations; 

•  Updating  information  on  "East  Timor"  in  the  Book 
of  Resolutions; 

•  Supporting  and  ministering  to  victims  of  crime. 

-  Cheryl  Hahs  Edwards  and  Linda  Bloom 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry — (5/8/00  5  p.m.) 

•  Considering  continued  funding  for  the  Evangelical 
Seminary  of  Puerto  Rico; 

•  Changing  "disability"  to  "incapacity"  in  first 
sentence  of  Para.  325.4; 

•  Bringing  list  of  pastoral  duties  into  line  with  Part  IV 
of  the  Book  of  Discipline.  Referred  to  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  (GBHEM); 

•  Amending  title  of  Para.  340  to  License  for  Pastoral 

Ministry; 

•  Amending  wording  in  second  sentence  of  Para.  31 5.8 
to  "a  person  with  a  disability  can  meet  professional 
standards."; 

•  Adding  new  paragraph  on  Fellowship  of  Local 
Pastors  and  Associate  Members  to  Para.  345; 

•  Amending  Petition  30912  to  read  "Ordained  clergy 
or  probationary  members  from  another  annual 
conference  may  transfer  into. . . ."; 

•  Clarifying  language  and  make  consistent  (uses 
ordained  clergy  and  not  elders); 

•  Regarding  leave  of  absence; 

•  Adding  new  paragraph  on  Appointment  of  Deacons 
in  Full  Connection  to  Para.  434; 

•  Adding  word  "disability"  to  Para.  430; 

•  Deleting  Para.  537.10; 
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•  Affirm  clergy  appointed  to  a  general  agency  of  the 
UMC  shall  be  covered  by  the  agency's  policy  for 
maternity /paternity/disability  leave; 

•  Declaring  the  2001-2004  quadrennium  as  a  time  for 
discerning  the  ministry  of  the  church; 

•  Reinstating  of  local  pastor  status; 

•  Defining  retirement  requirements  and  privileges  of 
local  pastors; 

•  Clarifying  Para.  344.1  regarding  continuance  as  a 
local  pastor; 

•  Amending  Petition  31781  that  all  ordained  clergy  are 
"encouraged"  [from  "mandated"]  to  participate  in 
an  intensive  training  to  help  develop  multi-cultural 
sensitivity.  Referred  to  GBHEM  for  implementation; 

•  Amending  Petition  30756  regarding  mentoring  and 
mentors  in  Para.  346; 

•  Amending  Petition  30170  regarding  authenticating 
lay  professional  ministry.  Referred  to  GBHEM  and 
GBOD  for  study  in  order  to  bring  a  report  to  General 
Conference  2004; 

•  Requiring  evangelism  as  a  requirement  for  seminary 
graduates  and  for  local  pastor  candidates; 

•  Continuing  the  Black  College  Fund; 

•  Requiring  annual  conference  Boards  of  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry  to  promote  United 
Methodist  educational  programs  and  distribute 
scholarships  in  cooperation  with  the  UM  Foundation 
for  Christian  Higher  Education; 

•  Amending  Petition  30946  to  require  that  district 
committees  on  ordained  ministry  include  elders  in 
full  connection,  and  where  possible,  deacons  in  full 
connection,  and  where  possible,  an  elder  who  has 
taken  the  Course  of  Study; 

•  Reiterating  the  confidential  nature  of  complaint 
procedures. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Deleting  "fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in 
singleness"  from  Para.  321.4; 

•  Amending  Para.  326  regarding  receiving  into  full 
membership  associate  members  who  have  reached 
55  or  older  and  served  at  least  five  years  as  an 
associate  member  by  three-fourths  vote; 

•  Amending  Para.  340  regarding  the  voting  rights  of 
student  local  pastors  in  the  annual  conference; 

•  Making  local  pastors  who  are  certified  candidates  for 
ordination  eligible  for  appointment  to  extension 
ministries. 

-Duane  Ewers  and  Terri  Hiers 


Independent  Commissions — (5/8/00  5:15  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Continuing  membership  in  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  and  promoting  the  "Call  to  Christian 
Commitment  and  Action  to  Combat  Racism"; 

•  Deleting  subparagraph  3  from  Paragraph  1902; 

•  Resolving  to  remember  the  Holocaust; 

•  Charging  cost  of  agency  promotional  materials 
against  receipts; 

•  Changing  membership  of  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  to  include  10  per  cent 
young  adults  as  well  as  10  per  cent  youth. 

The      committee      recommended      concurrence      with 
amendments: 

•  Increasing  membership  on  the  General  Commission 
on  United  Methodist  Men  to  39,  including  three 
presidents  from  national  organization  of  UMMs  in 
each  of  the  three  central  conference  regions,  with 
funding  for  participation  to  be  included  in  the  funds 
provided  for  the  work  of  the  commission,  and  at 
least  two  young  people  between  the  ages  of  19-30. 

•  Encouraging  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  to  explore  the  relationship 
between  spiritual  gifts  and  women  in  the  Bible; 

•  Adding  to  the  agenda  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  to  assist  central  conferences  and 
churches  outside  the  US  in  addressing  issues  of 
tribalism  and  ethnocentrism; 

•  Adopting  the  statement  on  "Churches  in  Solidarity 
with  Women:  From  Solidarity  to  Accountability;" 

•  Adopting  "Steps  Toward  Wholeness:  Learning  and 
Repentance,"  a  study  guide  for  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  preparation  for  an  act  of  repentance 
and  Pan-Methodist  Conversations  on  Union; 

•  Replacing  language  concerning  covenantal  or 
conciliar  relationships  in  bodies  including  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  National  Council  of 
Churches  USA,  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals  and  World 
Evangelical  Fellowship; 

•  Resolving  that  every  annual  conference  in  the  United 
States  have  a  strategy  and  program  for  eradicating 
racism; 

•  Providing  a  "Resolution  of  Intent  with  a  View  to 
Unity"  concerning  relationships  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church; 

•  Changing  membership  of  the  General  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History  to  assure  representation 
from  all  three  central  conference  regions. 
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The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Requiring  a  jurisdictional  commission  on  archives 
and  history; 

•  Requiring  United  Methodist  Communications  to 
monitor  misrepresentation  within  official  and 
unofficial  UM  publications  and  report  it; 

•  Making  support  of  scouting  contingent  on  its 
meeting  United  Methodist  Constitution  and  Social 
Principles  values,  believing  this  to  be  an 
inappropriate  use  of  the  Social  Principles; 

•  Proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  to  include 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  Judicial  Council 
among  those  groups  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  whose  meetings  are  to  be  open  except  under 
limited  circumstances; 

•  Broadening  the  scope  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race; 

•  Adding  education  about  ethnocentric  violence  to  the 
program  responsibihties  of  the  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race; 

•  Changing  the  name  of  the  Minority  Group 
Self-Determination  Fund; 

•  Embracing  the  gift  of  the  historic  episcopate. 

-  Andy  Ellis  and  Kathy  Noble 

Local  Church— (5/8/00) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Establishing  a  Youth  Council  for  Youth 
Empowerment; 

•  Rewriting  Para.  254  to  reorganize  and  revise  the 
responsibilities  of  the  church  council; 

•  Expanding  the  role  of  small  groups  in  congregations; 

•  Defining  the  ages  of  people  involved  in  youth  and 
young  adult  ministries; 

•  Allowing  for  the  election  of  a  scouting  coordinator; 


•  Rewriting  Para.  262.2  to  define  the  responsibilities  of 
the  Pastor  Parish  Relations  or  Staff  Parish  Relations 
Committee; 

•  Creating  a  new  committee  on  lay  leadership  to 
replace  committee  on  nominations  and  personnel; 

•  Shortening  the  terms  of  leases  of  church  property; 

•  Requiring  District  Superintendents  to  help 
congregations  assess  their  potential  before 
recommending  discontinuance; 

•  Using  equity  to  fund  church  redevelopment; 

•  Allowing  a  local  church  to  move  to  another  annual 
conference; 

•  A  resolution  to  encourage  the  use  of  a  variety  of 
metaphorical  images  from  the  Bible  in  print 
publications  and  audiovisual  media; 

•  A  resolution  encouraging  support  for  cooperative 
parish  ministries  and  ecumenically  shared 
ministries. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Making  a  United  Methodist  Women  unit  optional  in 
the  local  church; 

•  Allowing  a  congregation  to  withdraw  from 
denomination  after  5  years  of  voting  to  do  so; 

•  Changing  the  way  a  church  member  is  reinstated 
after  withdrawal  from  membership; 

•  Allowing  exemption  from  the  trust  clause; 

•  Requiring  every  church  to  have  a  child  advocate  on 
staff; 

•  A  resolution  rejecting  overtures  from  the  United 
Religious  Initiative; 

•  A  resolution  allowing  a  local  church  to  establish  a 
Covenant  of  Church  Membership  and  to  require  an 
annual  renewal  of  the  covenant  by  its  members. 

-  Tom  Slack/Charlene  Bailey 
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Petition  Additions  and  Corrections 


Petitions  Referred  by  Committee  on  Reference: 


Pet.#  - 

30281 
30282 
30283 
30522 
30329 
30532 
31046 
31302 
31849 


From  -  To 

-  GJ  -  IC 

-  GJ  -  IC 

-  GJ  -  IC 

-  CS  -  GM 
-CS-GM 
-CS-GM 
-CO- HE 

-  FA  -  CS 

-  GJ  -  CO 


The  following  petitions  have  corrected  text: 

31506-CO-30-C 

"Clarify  Boundaries  for  Deaconess  Appointments" 

Amend  lirst  sentence  of  30,  Article  I: 

The  annual  conference  shall  be  composed  of  clergy  .  . .  the  diaconal  minis- 
ters, the  active  deaconesses  under  episcopal  appointment  withintheboundsof 
the  aiuuial  conference,  the  conference  president  of . . . 

31383-CM-NonDis-O 

"Support  for  Bread  for  the  World's  Offering  of  Letters" 

Regarding  Book  of  Resolution  "Offering  of  Letters" 

Support  for  Bread  for  the  World's  Offering  of  Letters 

In  developing  countries,  1 .3  billion  people  {equaling  the  entire  population  of 
China)  live  in  absolute  poverty,  with  individual  purchasing  power  equivalent 
to  less  than  one  U.S.  dollar  a  day  and  70  percent  of  childhood  deaths  are  associ- 
ated with  malnutrition  and  preventable  diseases.  Approximately  35,000  chil- 
dren world  wide  die  each  day  from  hunger  related  causes,  and  another  841 
nullion  other  people  will  suffer  from  malnutrition  (Bread  for  the  World  Insti- 
tute) 

Helping  hungry  people  is  to  Christian  faith  as  breathing  out  is  to  breathing 
ui.and  the  God  of  the  Biblerequires  justice  on  the  part  of  nations  as  well  as  in- 
dividuals. GiKf  didn't  send  Moses  to  the  courts  of  Pharaoh  to  take  up  a  collec- 
tion of  canned  goods  and  blankets.  Cod  sent  Moses  with  a  political  message,  to 
let  the  oppressed  people  of  Israel  go  free. 

The  law  that  the  Lord  gave  to  Israel  protected  poor  people.  Courts  were  to 
treat  poor  people  fairly,  and  farmers  were  to  leave  some  grain  unharvested  for 
poor  families.  The  prophets  held  kings  and  other  leaders  of  the  national  ac- 
countable for  jusljce  toward  poor  and  vulnerable  people:  "Woe  to  those  who 
decree  unjust  laws,  who  write  oppressive  statutes,  to  turn  aside  the  needy  from 
justice,  and  to  rob  the  poor  of  my  people  of  their  right.  . ."  [Isaiah  10:1-2). 

The  prophets  promised  a  messiah  who  would  establish  justice  and  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  Jesus  later  announced  himself  as  the  fulfillment  of 
those  promises:  'The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because  he  has  anointed  me 
to  preach  the  good  news  to  the  poor.  He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim  release  to  the 
captives  tosetalliberty  those  who  are  oppressed  .."  |Luke4:18-211  Jesus  fed 
hungry  people,  befriended  outcasts  and  called  for  radical  sharing.  He  embod- 
ied forgiveness  and  mercy.  Those  of  us  who  have  been  embraced  by  this  "good 
news"  are  drawn  to  be  concerned  about  people  in  need  and  we  are  compelled 
to  work  to  make  our  society's  laws  fair  and  helpful  toward  poor  and  hungry 
people 

riie  Social  Principles  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  stale  that,  "In  order  to 
provide  basic  needs  such  as  food,  clothing,  shelter,  education,  health  care,  and 
other  necessities,  ways  must  be  found  to  share  more  equitably  the  resources  of 
the  world.  Increasing  technology,  when  accompanied  by  exploitative  eco- 
nomic practices,  impoverishes  many  persons  and  makes  poverty  self-perpetu- 
ating '■  (1  688). 

Our  General  Conference  Resolution  entitled:  Call  for  a  Rebirth  of  Compas- 
sion, reinforces  this  sentiment  when  it  states  that  "we  call  all  upon  United 
Methodists  throughout  the  land  not  only  to  feed  the  hungry  and  house  the 
homeless,  hut  also  to  work  for  policies  that  will  end  hunger  and  homeless- 
ness." 

Bread  for  the  World  (BFW)  established  in  1974,  is  a  non-profit,  non-partisan 
Christian  citi/en's  movement  which  performs  a  unique  and  critical  role  within 
the  faith  community  by  working  to  eradicate  hunger  from  the  face  of  the  earth 
by  using  their  network  of  thousands  of  local  churches  across  America  to  lobby 
elected  t>fficials  on  behalf  of  people  who  don't  have  enough  to  eat;  and 


BFW's  main  campaign  is  an  annual  nationwide  "Offering  of  Letters,"  which 
not  only  provides  church  members  with  the  opportunity  to  write  members  of 
Congress  concerning  hunger  related  issues,  but  also  enables  congregations  to 
incorporate  into  their  worship  experience,  their  passionate  concerns  for  those 
that  are  starving  and  suffering  from  malnutrition;  and 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  along  with  more  than  45  denominations  and 
church  agencies,  generously  supports  BFW,  and  in  fact,  the  Ui\ited  Methodist 
Church  has  a  25  year  history  of  collaboration  with  BFW's  fight  against  the  root 
causes  of  both  global  and  domestic  hunger.  BFW  has  said  that,  "(It)  owes  much 
to  Methodism's  historic  commitment  to  social  justice  and  active  concern  for  the 
poor  and  downtrodden.  John  Wesley's  conviction  that  'the  world  is  my  parish' 
is  at  the  heart  of  BFW's  work," 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  United  Methcxiist  Church  encourage  its 
members  to  support  Bread  for  the  World,  and  urge  all  local  churches  to  cele- 
brate an  annual  "Offering  of  Letters, "  for  as  long  as  God's  chilch-en  go  hungry. 

Endorsed  by  the  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference,  Gary  R.  Henderson-Confer- 
ence Secretary 

The  following  petitions  are  new: 

31996-HE-417-D 

"Eliminate  References  to  Mandatory  Retirement" 

Remove  references  to  mandatory  retirement  in  the  following  paragraphs: 

417 

...  In  the  selection  of  superintendents,  bishops  shall  give  due  cortsideration 
to  the  inclusiveness  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  with  respect  to  sex,  race, 
national  origin,  physical  challenge,  and  age,  except  for  the  provisions  of  man- 
datory retirement. 

430.1 

..  Open  itineracy  means  appointments  are  made  without  regard  to  race,  eth- 
nic origin,  gender,  color,  marital  status,  or  age.-except  for  the  provisions  of 
mandatory  retirement. 

1506.3 

C)  By  an  ordained  minister  from  another  Christian  denomination  who  has 
not  attained  the  age  of  mandatory  retirement  for  a  conference  clergy  member, 
whohas  not  retired... 

31997-FA-821-D 

"Financing  Continuing  Education  Events" 
Add  the  following  to  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph  of  821 
When  these  funds  are  used  to  finance  Continuing  Education  events  spon- 
sored by  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  an  annual  conference,  such 
events  may  be  open  to  laity  for  their  attendance  and  participation  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  each  annual  conference. 

31998-FA-1508.6-D 

"Replacement  of  Annuity  Schedule  Provider" 

Effective  January  1 ,  2001 ,  amend  paragraph  1 508.6  of  The  Book  of  Discipline 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  read: 

An  annual  conference  agency  handling  such  funds  shall  not  offer  higher 
rates  of  annuity  than  those  listed  in  the  annuity  schedule  approved  by  the 
General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  General  Council  on  fnnance 
and  Administration. 


The  following  petitions  have  been  voided  by  the 
Committee  on  Reference  because  of  duplications: 

31133,  31137,  31920,  31921,  31922 

The  following  petitions  have  been  voided  by  the 
Judicial  Council  ruling  from  May  3,  2000(found  on 
page  1796  of  the  DCA) 

30319,  30323,  30327,30329,  30332,30879,  30880,30990 
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Sermon  by  Bishop  Daniel  Arichea  Jr., 

Resident  Bishop,  Baguio  Area 

May  6,  2000 

Text:  Acts  6:1-7;  11:19-26 


You  look  so  different  from  here.  You  look  so  vast 
and  your  faces  look  so  small.  This  is  not  a  usual  congre- 
gation. This  is  only  the  second  General  Conference  I 
have  attended,  so  I  am  a  novice  compared  to  many  of 
you  This  is  also  my  first  and  probably  my  only  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  at  General  Conference,  so  while  I  have 
the  floor  I  will  not  give  it  up.  I  have  also  bad  news  for 
you,  my  wife  was  supposed  to  be  here.  Her  name  is 
Ruth,  but  she  has  not  been  able  to  come  because  of  visa 
problems  in  the  Philippines.  You  Americans  are  terri- 
ble when  it  comes  to  visas  for  Filipinos.  And  so  today  I 
come  to  you  as  a  Ruth-less  bishop.  Well,  we  don't  have 
all  day. 

For  the  past  week  we  have  been  concentrating  on 
unity.  The  theme  of  our  conference  is,  "We  who  are 
many  are  one  body."  And  we  have  used  the  Ephesian 
text,  especially  chapter  4,  for  there  is  so  much  focus  on 
unity.  Probably  it  is  good  for  us  to  remember  Chapter 
4:4-6  all  the  time,  for  the  seven-fold  unity  of  the  church 
is  emphasized.  There  is  one  body,  one  Lord,  one  Spirit, 
one  hope,  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  and  finally 
one  God  who  is  Lord  of  all  and  above  all  and  through 
all  and  in  all. 

Now,  we  would  have  wished  that  all  this  unity  is 
always  present  and  visible  in  the  church.  That  would 
be  heaven  for  us.  But  as  you  Americans  would  say,  "It 
ain't  so."  There  are  crisis  situations  that  threaten,  un- 
dermine, but  hopefully,  strengthen  this  unity.  Now 
one  of  these  crisis  situations  is  in  chapter  6  of  the  Book 
of  Acts,  which  is  our  text  for  the  morning.  In  this  partic- 
ular case,  the  problem  was  not  earthshaking;  it  was  not 
a  problem  of  heresy  or  theology  or  immorahty  in  the 
church.  The  problem  was  simply  dry,  ordinary.  It  was 
the  problem  of  food.  Some  of  the  women  in  the  church 
were  being  neglected  in  the  distribution  of  food. 

Now,  as  we  look  at  this  problem,  though,  I  have  the 
suspicion  that  the  problem  of  food  is  simply  a  faqade 
for  deeper  problems.  First  of  all,  the  people  neglected 
in  the  distribution  of  food  were  women.  And  you 
women  in  the  audience,  in  the  congregation,  in  the 
General  Conference,  would  see  this  as  an  example  of 
violence  against  women,  and  rightly  so. 

There  is,  however,  a  much  deeper  problem: 
namely,  the  relationship  between  two  groups  in  the 
church.  Sure,  the  church  started  as  a  Jewish  movement, 
and  even  at  this  time  all  the  members  of  the  church 
were  Jews.  But  now  we  are  told  there  are  two  groups  of 


Jews,  one  group  being  Hebrew-oriented  in  terms  of 
language  and  culture,  and  the  other  group  being 
Greek-oriented  in  terms  of  language  and  culture,  and 
the  Hebrew  group  is  the  dominant  group.  After  all, 
they  were  the  leaders  of  the  church,  and  the  Greek-ori- 
ented group  felt  discriminated  against.  They  were  not 
part  of  the  leadership,  and  they  were  not  part  of  the  de- 
cision-making. 

So,  here  was  the  situation:  a  possible  crisis  within 
the  church  that  could  cost  the  church  problems  in  its 
mission  and  ministry  to  the  world.  Now  come  the  12 
apostles  who  are  the  leaders  of  the  community  of  faith, 
and  they  are  confronted  with  a  crisis  situation  which 
needs  crisis  management.  What  should  the  leaders  of 
the  church  do  in  this  kind  of  a  situation?  First  of  all,  we 
need  to  pay  attention  to  what  they  could  have  done  but 
did  not  do.  They  could  have  ignored  the  problem  sim- 
ply as  unimportant  and  as  sour  grapes  by  a  small 
group  within  the  community  of  faith.  We  in  Asia  use 
this  method  a  lot;  we  call  it  "the  grace  of  time."  If  you 
wait  long  enough,  the  problem  will  go  awajj  and  will 
be  forgotten.  The  problem  is,  it  doesn't  go  away. 

Or  the  apostles  could  have  solved  the  problem  in  a 
hierarchical  and  dogmatic  way  by  issuing  a  decree  or  a 
pronouncement  by  telling  the  congregation,  "This  is 
what  you  must  do."  As  a  bishop  in  the  church,  I  receive 
so  many  letters  from  members  of  the  church,  and  I'm 
sure  the  other  bishops  receive  these  letters  as  well. 
These  letters  are  urging,  prodding,  even  commanding 
bishops  to  come  out  with  pronouncements,  authorita- 
tive decrees  on  their  stand  on  issues  that  are  consid- 
ered as  life  and  death  issues  in  the  church.  And  if  we 
can  only  issue  those  decrees,  everything  will  be  solved. 
Well,  theapostles  did  not  issue  a  decree,  so  why  should 
we? 

Or,  the  apostles  could  ha  ve  formed  a  task  force  or  a 
committee  to  talk  about  the  problem — headed  by  one 
of  them,  of  course — to  talk  about  the  problem  and 
solve  the  problem  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  This  would 
be  the  United  Methodist  way  of  solving  it. 

Now  let  us  note  what  the  apostles  did.  First  of  all, 
they  reexamined  their  priorities.  Confronted  with  a  cri- 
sis in  the  church,  they  came  to  a  greater  awareness  of 
their  main  task  as  leaders  of  the  church  within  the  com- 
munity. Look  at  verses  2  and  4:  "We  should  not  give  up 
preaching  God's  message  in  order  to  serve  at  tables. 
We  can  spend  the  time  praying  and  serving  God  by 
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preaching."  They  considered  their  main  task  to  be  the 
fjTodamation  of  the  gospel.  They  were  spiritual  lead- 
ers. Confronted  with  a  crisis  they  reexamined  their  pri- 
orities. 

And  you  say  our  church.  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  in  crisis?  Well  then,  if  it  is  in  crisis  let  us  ex- 
amine our  priorities.  Let  us  not  allow  any  crisis  to  un- 
dermine our  efforts  to  be  faithful  to  our  main  task  and 
mission  as  a  church.  Let  us  never  major  in  minors. 

Secondly,  the  apostles  called  a  meeting,  not  simply 
of  the  aggrieved  party,  but  all  of  the  accused  party,  but 
of  the  whole  congregation,  the  whole  community  of 
faith  was  called  to  meeting.  This  is  probably  the  first 
congregational  meeting  of  Christians.  Here  we  have 
democracy  at  work  within  the  church.  Here  was  an  as- 
sertion of  the  importance  of  the  grass  roots,  the  impor- 
tance of  the  ordinary  members,  the  importance  of  lay 
people  within  the  church. 

The  church,  afto'  all,  is  a  lay  movement.  This  is  an 
assertion  of  the  importance  of  the  pew  and  those  who 
sit  in  the  pews  and,  who,  in  their  own  way,  support  the 
work  of  the  local  churches  and  beyond,  and  without 
whom  the  church  could  never  exist  or  survive. 

Third,  the  apostles  issued  a  suggestion  to  the  com- 
mimity.  The  Greek  word  used  here  is  "logos,"  word, 
which  saying  utterance,  but  in  this  case  simply  means  a 
suggestion.  The  apostles  did  not  say  "This  is  what  you 
should  do."  The  apostles  said  "We  suggest  this  tor 
your  consideration."  .And  the  suggestions  of  the  apos- 
tles we  are  told  in  verse  five  "pleased  everyone."  And 
they  decided  to  put  it  into  effect  and  they  elected  seven 
men  as  the  leaders  of  this  new  community. 

Now  let  us  look  at  what  the.. .let  us  look  at  the  solu- 
tion for  awhile.  There  are  two  unfortunate  things  about 
this  solution.  First,  it  is  rather  unfortunate  that  all 
seven  leaders  selected  were  men.  Would  it  have  been 
good  if  one  of  them  was  a  woman?  It  would  have  been 
the  beginning  of  the  solution  to  the  problem  of  the 
profjer  place  of  women  within  the  church,  in  this  early 
stage  of  the  church.  Would  you  have  wished — some- 
times I  do — that  the  first  Christian  martyr  was  not  a 
man  named  Stephen  but  a  woman  named  Stephanie? 
That  would  have  been  great. 

Secondly,  it  is  unfortunate  that  scholarship  has 
taken  this  passage  as  the  beginning  of  the  Order  of 
Deacon  in  the  church  and  that  the  seven  men  selected 
were  the  first  deacons.  Some  35  years  ago  when  I  wrote 
my  dissertation  on  this  topic,  I,  too,  advocated  this  po- 
sition. I  confess  to  vou  1  was  wrong.  The  seven  were  not 
clergy.  The  seven  were  lav.  They  were  lay  members  of 
the  church  who,  as  the  text  says,  were  "full  of  the  Spirit 
and  of  wisdom."  There  is  always  need  for  dedicated 
and  educated  laitv  as  leaders  of  the  church. 


Now,  what  is  the  significance  of  servant?  Before 
this  time  we  have  heard  of  12  or  72.  The  number  12 
stands  or  depicts  a  traditional  Jewish  approach.  It  is  a 
number  that  was  appropriate  when  Christian  commu- 
nity was  primarily  Jewish,  traditional  Jewish.  But 
when  the  church  began  to  move  beyond  the  bound- 
aries of  traditional  Judaism,  it  needed  a  new  structure. 
And,  therefore,  the  number  seven  stands  for  the  new 
approach  within  the  community  of  faith.  It  is  a  recogni- 
tion that  the  Christian  movement  could  not  simply  re- 
main within  the  context  of  one  culture  and  one 
language.  By  the  very  nature  of  the  message  that  it  pro- 
claims, the  Christian  community  had  to  recognize  and 
accept  diversity  and  indusiveness  as  vital  parts  of  its 
nature- 
Have  we  forgotten,  perhaps,  "Go  into  all  the 
world?"  For  God  loves  the  world  so  much.  The  gospel 
was  not  intended  for  only  one  group  of  people  but  for 
all  peoples.  And  the  Christian  community  formed  out 
of  that  proclamation  of  the  gospel  mvist  reflect  the  di- 
versity and  indusiveness  that  is  demanded  by  the  gos- 
pel message.  Let  us  also  note  that  all  seven  were 
Greek-speaking  members  of  the  community.  Not  one 
of  them  came  from  the  Hebrew  group.  They  all  came 
from  the  aggrieved  party.  This  is  very  obvious  in  the 
fact  that  all  seven  had  Greek  names.  This  development 
was,  of  course,  a  great  sacrifice  for  the  Hebrew  group. 
But  you  see,  all  of  them  were  committed  to  solving  a 
problem  that  could  undermine  the  mission  of  the 
church  and  its  witness  to  the  world.  And  so  this  desire 
for  effectiveness  in  mission  led  the  accused  party  to 
consider  sacrificing  themselves  for  the  sake  of  the 
greater  good. 

A  further  observation:  the  solution  led,  of  course, 
to  representative  democracy.  Obviously  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  the  whole  Christian  commuinity  to  be  making 
decisions  all  the  time.  So  instead  of  dealing  directly 
with  the  problem,  the  community  was  given  the  task  of 
electing  its  own  representatives. 

There  are  so  many  implications  of  this  short  pas- 
sage for  me,  for  you  and  for  the  whole  church  as  we 
consider  the  challenges  that  beset  us  in  this  day  and 
age  and  even  during  this  General  Conference.  For  in- 
stance, how  do  you  deal  with  diversity  within  the  com- 
munity of  faith?  Often  diversity  is  used  to  define  who  is 
in  and  who  is  out.  But  in  .A.cts,  the  faith  community  saw 
diversity  as  an  element  that  would  enrich  the  believers, 
enrich  the  fellowship,  and  as  a  tool  for  mission  and 
evangelism  that  opens  up  the  church  to  more  and  more 
people  with  diverse  languages,  cultures,  and  eventu- 
ally, and  eventually,  inevitably,  diverse  interpreta- 
tions of  the  same  gospel  message  and  its  application  to 
individuals  and  to  soaety  in  general. 

The  church  could  have  become  monolithic,  you 
know,  it  could  have  become  a  fellowship  of  one  lan- 
guage. Then  we  would  be  reading  and  speaking  He- 
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brew  in  much  the  same  way  that  our  Islamic  brothers 
are  reading  and  speaking  Arabic.  There  would  not 
have  been  any  room  for  the  Greek  New  Testament. 
Thanks  to  the  apostles  and  to  the  early  church,  this  did 
not  happen.  Instead  of  affirming  only  one  language, 
we  can  now  affirm  many  languages  and,  in  fact,  affirm 
all  languages  of  the  world. 

Languageisimportant,  not  as  a  way  of  dominating 
people,  but  as  an  instrument  of  proclamation  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  should  rejoice!  We  should 
rejoice  that  at  this  General  Conference  the  delegates, 
your  delegates  represent  so  many  languages,  so  many 
language  groups,  and  your  action  to  provide  adequate 
translation  for  all  peoples  here  has  affirmed  both  the 
importance  of  language  and  the  importance  of  every 
delegate  in  this  General  Conference. 

1  worked  for  the  United  Bible  Societies  for  26  years 
as  a  translation  consultant,  and  our  experience  in  Bible 
translation  is,  that  whenever  the  Bible  is  translated  in 
one  language,  any  language,  that  language  gains 
honor  and  prestige  because  it  becomes  an  appropriate 
instrument  for  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel.  And 
people  begin  to  take  pride  in  their  own  language. 

Today,  the  Bible  is  translated  into  over  2,200  lan- 
guages. Can  you  imagine  that  2,200  groups  of  people 
can  listen  and  can  read  the  gospel  message  in  their  own 
heart  language  and  are  able  to  understand  the  gospel 
message?  Not  as  something  strange  or  foreign,  but  as 
something  that  really  becomes  incarnate  in  their  midst. 

The  church  could  have  become  monolithic  in 
terms  of  culture,  but  thanks  to  Acts  6,  we  can  now  af- 
firm all  cultures.  Culture  is  important,  not  as  a  way  of 
dominating  people  but  as  an  effective  instrument  in 
the  proclamation  of  the  gospel  message  in  such  a  way 
that  it  begins  to  affect  people's  lives;  touch  them  where 
they  are,  as  they  are,  without  waiting  for  them  to  be- 
come something  else.  You  see,  the  church  could  have 
been  authoritarian  and  hierarchical  in  its  leadership, 
but  thanks  to  Acts  6,  we  now  can  see  what  happens 
when  the  leaders  of  the  church  trust  the  Christian  com- 
munity. 

Subsequent  events  as  reported  in  the  Book  of  Acts 
proved  that  development;  in  Acts  6  were  right  on  tar- 
get. When  persecution  came,  as  in  Acts  11,  it  was  the 
Greek-oriented  Jews  who  were  persecuted.  One  of 
their  leaders  was  stoned  to  death.  The  Greek-speaking 
Jews  were  dispersed.  In  Acts  11,  we  see  them  not  in  Je- 
rusalem but  in  Antioch,  the  center  of  the  church,  when 
it  began  to  move  into  the  Greek  and  Roman  worlds  and 
to  be  confronted  with  diversity  of  greater  intensity  and 
to  face  the  challenges  of  language  and  culture. 

But  the  church  has  learned  its  lesson  and  learned  it 
well.  Or  has  it?  The  gospel  message  is  not  threatened 
by  diversity.  Instead,  it  is  enriched.  It  is  made  more  rel- 


evant and  it  becomes  more  effective.  Listen  my  friends, 
this  desire,  this  tendency,  to  become  monolithic  is  a 
temptation  in  the  church  that  comes  back  again  and 
again  and  again.  We're  all  for  unity,  and  unity  is  inter- 
preted as  uniformity,  doing  things  the  same  way,  say- 
ing things  the  same  way,  believing  things  in  the  same 
way.  This  is  unity  by  groaning.  One  of  the  greatest 
fears  I  had  in  becoming  a  bishop — boy,  I  had  a  lot  of 
fears — but  one  of  the  greatest  fears  of  being  elected 
bishop  was  this  preconceived  idea  that  I  had  (I  don't 
know  where  I  got  it)  was  a  preconceived  idea  I  had  that 
all  these  bishops  come  to  meetings  in  their  clerical  vest 
and  clerical  collars,  all  looking  the  same.  I  am  glad  1 
was  wrong,  for  even  a  tie  is  uncomfortable  for  me. 

Do  you  ever  think  that  the  bishops  of  the  church 
are  united  in  a  monolithic,  uniform  way?  Let  me  tell 
you  something  that  you  already  know  about  your  bish- 
ops. There  is  diversity  in  nationality.  There  are  bishops 
from  Africa,  from  Europe,  from  the  Philippines,  from 
Puerto  Rico,  from  the  United  States,  and  even  from 
Texas. 

There  is  diversity  in  gender,  well,  a  little,  because 
there  are  only  seven  women  in  the  council.  But  let  me 
tell  you,  the  seven  women  can  outdo  all  of  us  men. 
There  is  diversity  in  height.  Bishop  Looney  is  the  tallest 
at  6'6" .  Some  of  us  are  not  even  five  feet.  There  is  diver- 
sity in  weight.  I'm  not  naming  names  here.  I  might  lose 
some  friends.  More  seriously,  though,  there  is  diver- 
sity in  our  perception  of  the  gospel  message  and  how 
this  impacts  the  church  and  its  mission  to  the  world. 
But  that  doesn't  matter.  Despite  all  this  diversity  and 
because  of  this  diversity  there  is  one  thing  that  we  are 
sure  of.  We  bishops  love  the  church.  We  love  the 
church,  as  I  am  sure  you  do.  And  we  trust  the  Christian 
community.  We  trust  you,  as  I  am  sure  you  trust  us.  So 
to  borrow  an  expression  from  Bishop  Nacpil  in  the 
magnificent  Episcopal  Address,  "Will  you  now  join 
your  bishops  in  celebrating  our  diversity  and  in  affirm- 
ing our  love,  commitment,  and  dedication  to  Christ 
and  his  church?" 

I  think  we  have  a  lot  to  learn  from  Acts  6.  The 
Christian  community  showed  so  much  wisdom  in 
what  they  did.  They  gave  us  a  beautiful,  wonderful 
model  for  our  life  and  work  together.  So  somehow  we 
would  wish  that  Acts  6  would  be  the  end  of  the  story. 
But  we  go,  we  read  on;  we  get  to  Acts  9,  and  Ananias 
doesn't  want  to  go  to  Saul.  And  we  get  to  Acts  15,  and 
the  people  in  Jerusalem,  the  mother  church,  are  now 
spreading  the  news  that  non-Jews,  Gentiles,  should  be 
circumcised  before  they  can  become  Christians.  That 
means  that  they  have  to  become  Jews  before  they  have 
to  become  Christians.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  conver- 
sion has  two  aspects,  and  we  have  forgotten  the  second 
one.  Conversion  has  a  vertical  aspect:  by  God's  grace, 
God  accepts  us.  But  the  horizontal  aspect  is  because 
God  accepts  us,  we  accept  one  another.  And  Ananias, 
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to  be  truly  converted,  has  to  be  converted  to  Christ  and 
converted  to  Saul.  Often  our  conversion  leads  us  aw^ay 
from  people  rather  than  towards  people.  Sometimes 
our  conversion  sets  us  apart  from  people  rather  than 
making  us  a  part  of  people.  Sometimes  our  conversion 
leads  us  to  a  position  of  exclusion  rather  than  a  position 
of  inclusion. 

But  aren't  we  glad  that  the  model  in  Acts  6, 
trumphed  again  in  Acts  15,  the  leadership  of  the 
church  did  not  allow  the  community  of  faith  to  go  back 
to  a  stance,  the  position  of  exclusivism,  but  instead  em- 
phasized a  position  of  inclusion?  There  is  room  for  di- 
versity. There  is  room  for  differences  as  long  as  we 
hold  on  to  the  center  of  our  faith,  namely,  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  And,  somehow,  I  would  wish  with  you  that 
our  church  would  truly  become  inclusive:  that  some- 
how all  signs  and  symbols  and  expressions  of  exclu- 
sion would  be  removed  from  both  our  words  and  our 
actions  so  that  we  can  truly  demonstrate  God's  love  for 
us  and  our  love  for  one  another  and  our  love  for  all  peo- 
ples and  our  love  for  all  creation.  To  paraphrase  a  pop- 
ular Greyhound  Bus  blurb,  it  is  such  a  comfort  for  us  to 
love  and  leave  the  judging  to  God. 

And  as  I  look  at  you  now,  you  are  the  fulfillment, 
the  realization  of  this  dream,  this  vision  of  unity  and  di- 
versity— different  colors,  different  attires,  different  na- 
tionalities, different  languages,  different  cultures,  and 
lest  1  forget,  different  genders.  I  also  celebrate  with  you 
the  persons  in  our  midst  of  delegates  and  representa- 
tives from  non-United  Methodist  communions,  Wes- 
leyan  and  Methodist  churches  outside  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  They  affirm  for  us  the  globahty  and 


inclusiveness  of  our  fellowship  as  Methodists  around 
the  world.  You  and  all  of  us  in  this  General  Conference 
are  a  replica  of  what  the  church  can  be  and  what  the 
church  is  and  what  the  church  can  become. 

So  what  the  writer  of  the  book  of  Revelation  is  talk- 
ing about  in  Chapter  7  (9-10).  "After  this  I  looked," 
John  writes,  "and  there  was  an  enormous  crowd.  No 
one  could  count  the  people.  They  were  from  every 
race,  every  tribe,  every  nation,  every  language.  And 
they  stood  in  front  of  the  throne  and  of  the  Lamb, 
dressed  in  white  robes,  with  palm  branches  in  their 
hands.  And  they  were  calling  out  in  a  loud  voice,  'Sal- 
vation belongs  to  our  God  who  sits  on  the  throne  and 
from  the  Lamb'." 

A  stanza  and  the  chorus  of  a  hymn  expresses  much 
better  what  I  am  trying  to  say  to  you  this  morning.  I 
wish  my  wife  were  here  so  she  could  sing  it  to  you,  but 
she's  not,  and  I  won't  sing  it  to  you.  But  I  should  tell 
you  that  before  I  got  married  I  thought  I  was  a  singer. 
I'm  not  saying  anymore.  Well,  anyway,  here  is  the 
hymn:  "God  of  many  colors,  God  of  many  signs,  you 
have  made  us  different,  blessing  many  kinds.  As  the 
old  ways  disappear,  may  your  love  cast  out  our  fear. 
Many  gifts,  one  Spirit,  one  love  known  in  many  ways. 
In  our  difference  is  blessing,  from  diversity  we  praise 
one  Giver,  one  Lord,  one  Spirit,  one  Word  known  in 
many  ways,  hallowing  our  days.  For  the  Giver,  for  the 
gifts,  praise,  praise,  praise!"  I  ask  you,  where  are  you, 
where  are  we  in  all  of  this? 

Think  about  it.  Amen. 
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649-602.4 

Subject:  Add  youth  to  lay 

membership  of  annual 

conference 

Committee  Item:  CO53-602.4-C 
Petition: 

31219-CO-602.4-D,Pg.  175 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  76;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


650-600 

Subject:  Responsibilities  of 
annua!  conferences  and  director 
of  connectional  ministries 

Committee  Item:  CO54-600-A 
Petition: 

31093-CO-600-D,Pg.  178 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  76;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Amend  #7  to 
read,  "It  is  recommended  that  each  annual 
conference  have  a  Director  of  Connectional 
Ministries  or  designated  person  to  focus...." 
Amend  #7a  to  read  "the  Director  may  be  lay 
or  clergy"  (delete  the  rest  of  #7a).  Amend 
#7b  by  deleting  "and  a  member  of  the  cabi- 
net" and  adding  "and  shall  sit  with  the  cabi- 
net when  the  cabinet  considers  matters 
relating  to  coordination,  implementation,  or 
administration  of  the  conference  program, 
and  other  matters  as  the  cabinet  and  director 
may  determine." 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


651-607.5 

Subject:  Exempt  Bd  of 
Ordained  Ministry  from  the  one 
third,  one  third,  one  third 
requirement 

Committee  Item:  CO63-607.5-C 
Petition: 

30363-CO-607.5-D,  Pg.  179 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 


For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


652-649 

Subject:  AC  shall  have  a  conf. 
committee  on  disability  concerns 
or  other  structure  to  provide 
functions 

Committee  Item:  C069-649-C 
Petition: 

31239-CO-649-D,Pg.  181 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


653-511 

Subject:  Missional  Needs 

Committee  Item:  C073-51  l-C 
Petition: 

31978-CO-511-D 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


654-607 

Subject:  Renumber  607-625, 627 

and  628-651 

Committee  Item:  CO76-607-C 
Petition: 

31221-CO-607-D,Pg.  179 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


655-602 

Subject:  Annual  conference 
chancellor  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  w/o  vote 

Committee  Item:  CO79-602-A 
Petition: 

31157-CO-602-D,Pg.  173 
Membership:  89;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Delete  the 
words  "chosen  as"  and  "lay". 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


656-606.9 

Subject:  Annual  conference 

records  and  archives 

Committee  Item:  CO83-606.9-C 
Petition: 

30781-CO-606.9-D,Pg.  178 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

657-603.9 

Subject:  Lav  leader  shall  be  a 

member  of  the  a.c. 

Committee  Item:  CO86-603.9-A 
Petition: 

30431-CO-603.9-D,Pg.  176 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  76;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Reinsertion  of 
the  word  "sessions". 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


658-603.9 

Subject:  Add  Lay  Speaking 

Ministries  as  a  group  to  which 

the  conference  lay  leader  shall 

relate 
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Committee  Item:  CO87-603.9-C 
Petition: 

30432-CO-603.9-D,  Pg.  176 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


659-617 

Subject:  Create  Board  of 
Trustees  for  each  annual 
conference 

Committee  Item:  C088-6I7-C 
Petition: 

30047-CO-617-D,  Pg.  180 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  73;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


660-6024 

Subject:  Annual  conference 
composition  and  character 

Committee  Item:  CO92-602.4-C 
Petition: 

30780-CO-602.4-D,  Pg.  174 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


661-607 

Subject:  Annual  conference 
responsible  for  its 
administrative  procedures 

Committee  Item:  CO93-607-C 
Petition: 

30433-CO-607-D,  Pg.  178 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  73;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


662-407 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  COl03-407-A 
Petition: 

31937-CO-407-D,  Pg.  1656 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 


For:  75;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Retain  all  of 
Paragraph  407  except  the  word  "effective" 
in  the  second  paragraph. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


663-628 

Subject:  AC  shall  have  bd  of 
church  &  societ>'  or  other 
structure  to  provide  for  these 
functions 

Committee  Item:  CS87-628-C 
Petition: 

3I225-CS-628-D,Pg.  39 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

664-1112.3 
Subject:  Include 
Korean-English  hymnal  as 
offical  resource 

Committee  Item:  DI 107-1 1 12.3-C 
Petition: 

30458-DI-1112.3-D,  Pg.  288 
Membership:  109;  Present:  69; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


665-273 

Subject:  CertiTied  Lay  Preacher 
duties,  expectations  of  and 
process  for  certification 

Committee  Item:  DIl  1 1-273-A 
Petition: 

31143-DI-273-D,  Pg.  281 
Membership:  109;  Present:  88; 
For:  84;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Add  new  paragraph  after  272; 
amend  273,  629.7d  and  661: 

Certified  lay  prfcticr  assistant — In 
order  to  enhance  the  quality  of  ministry 
to  churches  of  small  membership  and  in 
deference  to  an  expression  of  gifts  and  ev- 
idence of  God's  grace  associated  with  the 
lay  preacher  of  early  Methodism,  the  cer- 
tified lay  preacher  is  to  be  recognized  and 
utilized. 


1.  The  certified  lay  assistant  preacher 
shall  preach  the  Word,  provide  a  care 
ministry  to  the  congregation,  and  be  a 
witness  in  the  community  for  the  growth, 
missional  and  connectional  thrust  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

2.  A  Certified  Lay  Speaker  may  be  cer- 
tified as  a  lay  assistant  preacher  by  the 
district  or  conference  Committee  on  Lay 
Speaking  after  he/she  has: 

a)  Made  application  in  writing  to  the 
district  or  conference  committee  on  Lay 
Speaking,  and  has  been  recommended 
by  the  pastor  of  the  local  church  where 
he/she  holds  membership  and  by  vote  of 
the  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee 
and  Charge  Conference; 

b)  completed  advanced  courses  on 
preaching,  and  exegesis  biblical  studies, 
and  the  care  of  the  congregation; 

c)  Demonstrated  competency  In  his- 
tory, polity,  doctrine,  worship  and  lit- 
urgy of  The  United  Methodist  Church; 

d)  Indicated  a  willingness  to  comply 
with  the  Social  Principles  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church; 

e)  Been  recommended  by  the  District 
Superintendent; 

0  Appeared  before  the  district  or  con- 
ference Committee  on  Lay  Speaking  for 
review  and  approval. 

3.  The  certirication  as  lay  assistant 
preacher  shall  be  activated  upon  assign- 
ment to  a  church  or  charge  by  the  bishop. 
The  lay  assistant  shall  serve  under  the  su- 
pervision of  an  ordained  elder,  and  shall 
not  have  authority  to  preside  over  baptism, 
communion,  confirmation,  and  marriage. 
a  district  supcritttendcnt,  to  whom  the 
lay  preacher  is  aecountabic. 

4.  The  certified  lay  assistant  preacher 
Is  to  be  reviewed  annually  for 
recertification  upon  satisfactory  comple- 
tion of  a  Continuing  Education  event  ap- 
proved by  the  district  or  conference 
committee  on  lay  speaking.  After  serving 
two  years  in  an  assignment,  the  lay  assis- 
tant is  encouraged  to  pursue  candidacy  fi>r 
licensed  and  ordained  ministry  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

2^  274.  Transfer  of  Certification  by 
Certified  Lay  Spcalcers  and  Certified  Lay 
Assistants  Preachers — A  certified  lay 
speaker  or  a  certified  lay  assistant 
preacher  who  moves  may  transfer  certifi- 
cation to  the  new  district  upon  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  the  previous  district's  commit- 
tee on  lay  speaking  confirming  current  cer- 
tification and  the  date  of  completion  of  the 
most  recent  advanced  course  taken.  Further 
renewal  of  certification  is  in  accordance 
with  para.  272  •  273.  paraa.  274  and  27S. 
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629. 7. d)  To  organize  a  conference  com- 
mittee on  lay  speaking  that  will  fulfill  the 
requirements  of  paras.  270-273  273  on  be- 
half of  the  conference.  This  committee  shall 

66 1 .3.  The  responsibilities  ...  as  recom- 
mended by  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship;  to  approve  annual  continuing 
education  opportunities  for  certined  lay 
assistants  preachers;  to  decide  who  shall 
be  recognized  as  certified  lay  speakers  and 
certified  lay  assistants  preachers;  to  help 
match  lay  speakers  with  service  opportuni- 
ties; and  to  support  and  affirm  lay  speakers 
and  certified  lay  assistants  preachers  as 
they  serve. 

4.  The  district  committee  shall  plan  ad- 
vanced courses  for  lay  speaking  that  will 
enable  certified  lay  speakers  and  certifled 
lay  assistants  preachers  to  maintain  certif- 
ication, that  recognition. 

5.  The  district  committee  will  report  to 
the  pastor  and  charge  conference  of  each 
certified  lay  speaker  and  certined  lay 
preacher  the  courses  that  have  been  satis- 
factorily completed  by  the  certified  lay 
speaker  or  certined  lay  preacher. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


666-613 

Subject:  General 
Administration  Fund 

Committee  Item:  FA33-613-C 
Petition: 

30705-FA-613-D,  Pg.  341 
Membership:  97;  Present:  65; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

667-827 

Subject:  Pavment  of  bishops' 

housing  and  office  expense 

Committee  Item:  FA43-827-C 
Petition: 
31184-FA-827-D,  Pg.  447 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


668-826 

Subject:  Remove  office  expenses 
and  office  expense  allowance 
from  payment  of  bishops'  salary 


Committee  Item:  FA44-826-C 
Petition: 

31183-FA-826-D,Pg.447 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


669-824 

Subject:  Council  shall 
recommend  provision  for 
budget  for  offices  of  the  sec'ty 
and  the  ecumenical  officer 
Committee  Item:  FA45-824-C 
Petition: 

31181-FA-824-D,Pg.446 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

670-817 

Subject:  All  funds  paid  from  the 
Gen'l  Admin.  Fund  are  subject 
to  auditing  requirements 

Committee  Item:  FA46-817-C 
Petition: 

31177-FA-817-D,Pg.  442 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


671-816 

Subject:  Justice,Love  and  Mercy 

Sunday  shall  be  observed  during 

Epiphany 

Committee  Item:  FA53-816-C 
Petition: 

31176-FA-816-D,Pg.441 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  71;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

672-808 

Subject:  If  more  funds  are 
collected  than  approved,  the 
excess  to  be  hela  m  trust 

Committee  Item:  FA58-808-C 


Petition: 

31173-FA-808-D,  Pg.439 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  78;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


673-1506 

Subject:  By  July  15,2002  each 
AC  will  have  a  formal  funding 
plan  for  retiring  its  pre-1982 
pension  obligations 

Committee  Item:  FA73-1506-A 
Petition: 

31134-FA-1506-D,  Pg.448 
Membership:  97;  Present:  75; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  the  following  language  to  the  end  of 
Petition  No.  31134: 

In  addition,  the  General  Board  of  Pension 
and  Health  Benefits  shall  present  a  report  to 
General  Conference  2004  concerning  the 
retiree  medical  issues  of  the  denomination. 
In  order  to  prepare  this  report,  each  annual 
conference  shall  provide  to  the  General 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  infor- 
mation requested  by  the  General  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits  concerning  the 
retiree  medical  obligations  of  the  particular 
annual  conference. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


674-1615 

Subject:  UMPH  net  income  be 
distributed  according  to  just 
rather  than  equitable  plan 

Committee  Item:  FA89-1615-C 
Petition: 

31927-FA-1615-D,Pg.  1297  . 

Membership:  97;  Present:  81;  I 

For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


675-1602.1 

Subject:  Add  five  members  to 
Board  of  UMPH 

Committee  Item:  FA99-1602.1-C 
Petition: 

30484-FA-1602.1-D,  Pg.  449 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
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Date:  5/8 

The   Commincc   rcconuncnds   coiicur- 
rmcc. 

I  I CowaifToicc  I  I  Nwiitiiiiuiu.  DMe   / 
676-1601 

Subject:  Clarifying  UMPH 
accountabilitv  directlv  to  the  GC 

Commiticc  Item;  F.\!00-160l-C 
Pennon; 

30967-FA-1601-D,  Pg.  449 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For  b  I ;  Against  0;  Niot  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I I  a 


677-625 

Subject:  Change  beyond  the 

local  church'^  to  "extension 

ministry" 

Committee  Item:  FAI0I-625-C 
Pctinon: 

30785-FA-625-D,  Pg.  429 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For  6 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 


(  ICaacanenEe  [  ]  NoKoncuncncc  Dale   / 

680-616 

Subject:  Remittance  of 
apportionment  fiind  receipts 

Committee  Item:  FA  105-6 16-C 
Petition: 
31I61-FA-6I6-D,Pg.427 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For  61;  Against:  0;  >iot  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 
The  Canmitlee  recommends   concur- 


[  ]  CuBuiiieuce  [  ]  NcnaaKunence  Dale   / 

681-612 

Subject:  How  conferences 
administer  combined  general 
funds  w/one  another  or  w/other 
apportionments 

Committee  Item:  FA  108-6 12-C 
Petition: 
31160-FA-612-D,  Pg.427 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For  61;  Against  0;  >k)t  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  CuimiiiUee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 


The   Commrttee   recommends   concur-      [  j  Concairencc  [  ]  Nonconcuirencc  Date  / 


682-611.3 

Subject:  .\nnual  conferences  can 
choose  whether  or  not  to 
combine  W.S.  and  Conference 
Benevolence  budgets 

Committee  Item:  FAl  12-61 1.3-C 
Petition: 
3I159-FA-611.3-D,  Pg.  426 
Membership;  97;  Present:  61; 
For  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Commiltee   recnmmmds  concur- 
rence. 


[  I  Cjinuiieiice  [  ]  Noacancunence  DMe  / 

678-622 

Subject:  Each  .AC  shall  have  a 

commission  on  equitable 

compensation 

Committee  Item:  FA102-622-C 
Pennon: 

31224-FA-622-D.  Pg.429 
Membership:  97;  Present  61; 
For  6 1 :  .\gamst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Commutec   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

OMe  / 


•7f-6I7 

Snbject:  Change  "^dergy"  to 

Committee  Item:  F.A104-617-C 
fttiUon; 

30782-FA-617-D,  Pg.428 
Membership:  97;  Present  61; 
lior  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting;  0; 
5/8 


[  1  CuauMimce  [  ]  I 


DMe  / 


The  Cummittcc   rrcommcnib  caacur- 


683-610.14 

Subject:  Conference  CFA 
cooperate  w/GCFA  by  following 
these  guidelines 

Committee  Item:  FAn3-610.14-C 
Pention: 

31158-FA-6I0.I4-D,  Pg.  1826 
Membership;  97;  Present;  6 1 ; 
For  61;  Against;  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 
The   Gnwmtttx   recommaids  coocur- 


[)Co 

684-609.2 

Subject:  Add  "^or  equivalent" 

after  conf.  council  director 

Committee  Item;  FAl  14-609.2-C 
Petition: 
31223-FA-609.2-D,  Pg.  425 
Membership:  97;  Present  61; 
For  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Comnuttcc   recommends   concur- 
rence. 


[]Ca 


[  ]  NoocoacnRCoce  Dale   / 


685-608 

Subject:  Each  ac  shall  have  a 

cont.  council  on  finance  & 

admnistration 

Committee  Item:  FAl  15-608-C 
Petition: 

3 1 222-FA-608-D,  Pg.  425 
Membership:  97;  Present  6 1 ; 
For.  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Cammittee   recommends  coixair- 
rcnce. 

[  ]  Caocuiieiice  [  J  Nonconcuncnce  Dale    / 


686-825 

Subject:  Use  same 
apportionment  formula  used  for 
apportion  for  gen'l  funds  to 
annual  conferences 
Committee  Item:  FAl  16-825-C 
Petition: 

31182-FA-825-D,Pg.446 
Membership;  97;  Present  61; 
For  61;  Against  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee 
rcnce. 


[  I  ConavTcnce  [  ]  I 


Dale 


687-805 

Subject:  GCFA  oganization 

Committee  Item;  FAl  17-805-C 
Petition; 

31170-FA-805-D.Pg.43I 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For  6 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Cammittee   recommends   ujului- 


[  I  Cumumnacc  [  ]  N<— iw  laiunx  DaK 
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688-2512.2 

Subject:  A.C.  trustee  vacancy 

Tilled  by  conf.comm  on 

nominations 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 20-25 12.2-C 
Petition: 

30973-FA-2512.2-D,  Pg.  451 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

689-2512.7 

Subject:  Conference  archives  & 
history  and  trustees  should 
work  on  policy  statement 
together 

Committee  Item:  FA121-2512.7-C 
Petition: 

30085-FA-2512.7-D,Pg.451 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

690  2515 

Subject:  Purchase  of  property 
may  occur  during  annual 
conference  sessions 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 22-25 15-C 
Petition: 

31191-FA-2515-D,Pg.  451 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

691-806 

Subject:  GCFA  fiscal 

accountability  responsibilities 

Committee  Item:  FA129-806-A 
Petition: 
31171-FA-806-D,  Pg.  432 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

806.3 

It  shall  require  all  agencies  receiving 
general  church  funds  to  follow  uniforin 
accounting 


classifications  and  procedures  for  re- 
porting. It  shall  include  in  its  quadren- 
nial report  to  the 

General  Conference  a  fiscal  report  for 
each  such  agency  receiving  general 
church 

funds. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


692-618 

Subject:  Episcopal  fund 
apportionments 

Committee  Item:  FA135-618-C 
Petition: 

31162-FA-618-D,Pg.  428 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


693-810.1 

Subject:  Listing  of  general  funds 

Committee  Item:  FA138-810.1-C 
Petition: 
31174-FA-810.1-D,Pg.439 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


694-820 

Subject:  Delete  820  as  the  fund 
no  longer  exists 

Committee  Item:  FA139-820-C 
Petition: 
31179-FA-820-D,Pg.  1827 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

695822 

Subject:  Delete  822  as  there  has 
been  no  Missional  Priority  Fund 
for  several  quadrennia 

Committee  Item:  FA140-822-C 
Petition: 

31180-FA-822-D,  Pg.  1827 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


696-636.2 

Subject:  Each  episcopal  area 
shall  have  residence  com.  or 
other  structure  to  provide  for 
these  functions 

Committee  Item:  FA144-636.2-C 
Petition: 

31230-FA-636.2-D,Pg.430 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

697-2502 

Subject:  Register  the 
denominational  name  as  a 
service  mark 

Committee  Item:  FA147-2502-C 
Petition: 

31189-FA-2502-D,Pg.450 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuiience  Date  /      M 

698-609.2 

Subiect:  Change  title  to  Director 

of  Connectional  Ministries 

Committee  Item:  FA150-609.2-A 
Petition: 

31097-FA-609.2-D,Pg.425 
Membership:  97;  Present:  81; 
For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: ... 

(5)  the  Director  of  Connectional  Minis- 
tries oonferenoc  council  director  or  equiva- 
lent or  of  the  conference 

council  on  ministries,  without  vote. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


699-830.2 
Subject:  Delete  830.2 

Committee  Item:  FA170-830.2-C 
Petition: 

31185-FA-830.2-D,  Pg.  1827 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
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Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

700-807 

Subject:  GCFA  super>'ise  use  of 
UMC  and  UM  and  maintain  the 
proper  registration  for  the 
denomination 

Committee  Item:  FA172-807-C 
Petition: 

31172-FA-807-D,  Pg.437 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Comminee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( 1  Concurrence  |  )  Nooconcuirence  Dale   / 

701-2503 

Subject:  "Church"  refers  to  the 

broader  UMC  and  not  the  local 

church 

Committee  Item:  FA184-2503-C 
Petition: 

31190-FA-2503-D,  Pg.  450 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


702-1501 

Subject:  Clarification  of  duties 
oftheGBPHB 

Committee  Item:  FA  193- 1501 -A 
Petition: 

31925-FA-1501-D,  Pg.  1833 
Membership:  97;  Present:  86; 
For:  85;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  1(1501.3  of  The  Book  of 
Discipline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  adding  the  following  to 
the  end  of  the  subparagraph: 

During  this  time  of  transition  in  the 
general  structure  of  the  general  Church 
and  in  order  to  discharge  its  fiduciary- 
duties  solely  in  the  interest  of  partici- 
panis  and  their  beneficiaries  and  for  the 
exclusive  purpose  of  providing  benefits 
to  participants  and  their  beneficiaries  as 
required  by  1i  1504. 1 4  of  the  Discipline, 
all  matters  related  to  the  work  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 


Benefits  shall  be  conducted  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
1996  Discipline  until  the  General  Confer- 
ence adopts  specific  provisions  amending 
the  provisions  which  exist  in  the  1996 
Discipline.  The  effective  date  of  this 
subpapagraph  shall  be  the  close  of  the 
2000  General  Conference. 

{ 1  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


703-1506.18 

Subject:  Basic  contribution  base 
of  CTP  is  limited  by  200%  of 
denomination  average 
compensation 

Committee  Item: 

FA198-1506.18-C 

Petition: 

31136-FA-1506.18-D,  Pg.  449 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


704-1506.20 

Subject:  Outdated  reference 

elimination 

Committee  Item: 
FA199-1506.20-C 
Petition: 

31923-FA-1506.20-D,Pg.  1831 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

705-303.4 
Subject:  Ever>-  local 
congregation  should  nurture 
candidates  for  ordained 
ministry 

Committee  Item:  FO54-303.4-A 
Petition: 

30735-FO-303.4-D,  Pg.  1287 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 12; 
For:  1 1 0;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  the  following  to  the  last  sentence: 

...support  for  their  education,  where 
practical,  as  servant  leaders  for  the  minis- 
try of  the  whole  people  of  God. 

(  )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


706-116 

Subject:  Elders  are  called  to  the 
ofTice  &  responsibilities  of 
deacon  as  well 

Committee  Item:  F055-1 16-C 
Petition: 

30598-FO-116-D,Pg.  519 
Membership:  116;  Present:  109; 
For  109;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

707-120 

Subject:  Cler©-  are  not 
employees  of  the  local  church  or 
th  annual  conference 

Committee  Item:  FO58-120-A 
Petition: 

31148-FO-120-D,Pg.  520 
Membership:  116;  Present:  1 10; 
For:  1 09;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  the  title  to  read:  Clergy  are  not 
employees  of  the  local  church  or  the  Annual 
Conference. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


708-304.1 

Subject:  Qualifications  for 
Ordinations  shall  include 
leading  congregations  in  making 
disciples. 

Committee  Item:  FO59-304.1-A 
Petition: 

30622-FO-304.1-D,  Pg.  525 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  111; 
Ft»r:  107;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  304. 1  -  h: 

Accept  that  Scripture  contains  all  things 
necessary  for  salvation  through  faith  in 
God  through  Jesus  Christ;  be  competent  in 
the  disciplines  of  Scripture,  theology, 
church  history,  and  church  polity;  possess 
the  skills  essential  to  the  practice  of  or- 
dained ministry;  and  lead  in  making  disci- 
ples for  Jesus  Christ. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Due   / 
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709-65 

Subject:  Do  not  reject  or 

condemn  lesbian  and  gay 

members 

Committee  Item:  F078-65-A 
Petition: 
31652-FO-65-D,Pg.484 
Membership:  116;  Present:  105; 
For  98;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  57 

The  Cuiiuiiitlee  iccoiranends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  1I65.G  b>'  adding  the  following 
before  the  final  sentence: 

...  available  to  all.  We  nnplore  families 
and  churclies  not  to  reject  or  condcnui 
their  lesbian  aad  gay  members  aad 
fricMls.  We  commit  ourselves  ... 

[  J  ConcuiTEmx  [  ]  NoncoaciineBcc  Dale   / 


710-65.G 

Subject:  Strict  worldwide  laws 
against  sexual  exploitation 
inclading  media  images 

Committee  Item:  F01D3-65.G-A 
Petition: 

3 1066-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  500 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 14; 
For.  1 1 2;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
I>ate:5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 
Amend  third  paragraph  of  65G: 
We  dqtlore  all  forms  ...  of  human  pcr- 
sonalit>'.  We  call  for  strict  werldwidc 
gtobal  cnforeemem  of  laws  prohibiting  the 
sexual  exploitation  or  use  of  children  by 

encourage  efforts  to  hold  perpetrators  le- 
gally and  financialh  responsible.  Wc  call 
for  tilt-  establishment  .  children  thus 
abused  paid  for  b>  tlie  convicted  perpe- 
trator.  We  msisi  that  al  1  persons,  regardless 
of  age.  gender,  sat:  mantal  status,  or  sex- 
ual nrientation,  pmetiuefe  are  entitled  to 
have  liiciT  human  and  civil  ngfats  ensured. 


rector  of  cannectional 

next  to  last  line. 


[  ]CananTence  £J 


mi  the 


I  ]  CunmiiLMce  [  J  Ni 


Dmc 


711-718 

Subject:  Director  of 
Connectional  Ministries  replaces 
conference  council  director  title 

Committee  Item:  GJ29-718-A 
Petition: 
31096-GJ-718-D,  Pg.  722 
Membership:  92;  Present:  87; 
For:  86,  Agamst  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Dale:  5/5 

The   Committee  recommends 
rence  as  amended  as  follows 


712-903 

Subject:  Amenabilitv 

Committee  Item:  GJ80-903-C 
Petition: 
31932-GJ-903-D,Pg.  1335 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  79;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Dale:  5/8 

The   Qmunitcee  Tccommcnds  concur- 
icncc. 

[  ]  Conainaice  [  ]  Nonconningnce  Dale   / 


713-269 

Subject:  GBOD  shall  supervise 
obsoA'ance  of  Christian 
Education  Sunday 

Committee  Item:  GJ85-269-C 
Petition: 

31217-GJ-269-D,Pg.714 
Membership:  92;  Present:  84; 
For:  81;  Agiainst:  1;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee  recomincnds  concur- 
rence. 

£  ]  CanoBiCRce  [  ]  Noncaaanicacc  OMe   / 

714-306 

Subject:  Process  through  which 
a  person  moves  toward  licensing 
and/or  ordination 

Committee  Item:  HE96-306-A 
Petition: 

31144-HE-306-D,Pg.  946 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  87;  A^inst:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee  recommends  amcur- 
rence  as  anynrinri  as  follows: 

^06    Candidacy    far    Ijcnwrd    and 
...tlirougt>  licensed  or  ordained  ministry... 

GuiLial  Bold  of  Higher  Eduoolion  amd 
MiniatF^'.  is  the  fiwi  aa  of  fonnal  steps. 
through  which  a  puMWiHioo 
nanop  ■Ml  iwufi— n 
foUowimg  is  Bm  procas  tknmgh  wHidi  a 
penommmivesUmunllktmingaHd/oronli- 
matum  ami  uJW^imuc  m^ambci  ihip.  and  a 
lo  be  resourced  by  die  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  All  per- 
sons entcni^ — 

2.  .-Those  seeldi%  to  explore  cndidacy 
iiir  lirmmr^  QT  oolaincd  nunsDy:... 


b)  -.  candidacy  studies  ua  defined  by  the 
Geiieial  Board  of  Higher  Education  mid 
MinistT)';  and 

3.  Declared  Candidate  for  Licensing  or 
Ordination .. 

3ja)  is  to  remain  as  it  is  currently  prmted 
in  The  DiscipUae. 

[  ]  CmcmTeace  [  ]  Nonconciincncc  DMe  / 

715-338 

Subject:  Ordained  deacons  or 
commissioned  ministers  from 
another  annual  tmrn 
transfer  into  an  A.C. 
Committee  Item:  HEl  13-338-A 
Petition: 
30912-HE-338-D,  Pg.  970 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concnr- 
rcnce  as  amended  as  follows: 

Tl  338.  Tnuisfas-1.  From  CWicr  Annual 
Conferences  -  Oidiuniid  eldere  Ordained 
clergy  or  pmbalionary  members  from 
odier 


[] 


I]No 


Dmc    / 


716-337.1 

Subject:  Ordained  elders  or 
dei^  from  other  annual 
confn'ences  and  other  MethadM  Ij 
denominations 

Committee  Item:  HE126-337.1-A 
Petition: 

30748-HE-337.1-D,  Pg.  969 
Membership:  108;  Present  91; 
For:  90,  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee   recommends  ooncar- 
rencc  as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  337; 

Appointmeias—CMamai  ddeni  m  m-  • 
domed  clergy  or  probationar\  memben  ' 
frani  oifaer .  . . 

l.Ordained Btki  J  oi  OiriainftI Oerg^ 
or  probationary  members  from  Other  An- 
nual Conferrnces  and  Other  Methodist  Dt- 
nominations — With  approval  and 
of  the  bishops  or  other  judicatory 
tics  nivolved_ordaiiied  eldeni  m 
clergy  or  probationary  members  of  oAr 
amuial  conferences  or  odKr  McHind* 
churches  may  receive  appoiuliwHilii  ■  VB 
annual  conference  while  letaimng  Av 
faonK  conference  uajiibusli^  or  deniMi* 
national  afHliatian.  AppcmdnKntsaretotB 
made  b>-  the  readcm  bishop  of  the  canfc^< 
encc  m  which  the  eider  dergy  person  ittt 
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Change  last  sentence  of  same  paragraph 
(o  read: 

Furthermore,  it  shall  be  the  responsibil- 
it>'  of  the  board  of  pensions  of  the  annual 
conference  in  which  the  appointment  is  re- 
ceived to  enroll  such  ordained  ministers 
clergy  in  the... 

[  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

717-315.8 

Subject:  A  person  with  a 

disability  can  meet  professional 

standards 

Comminee  Item:  HE  129-31 5. 8-C 
Petition: 

30405-HE-315.8-D,  Pg.  954 
Membership:  108;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I J  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


718-357.1 

Subject:  Withdrawal  from  the 

ordained  ministerial  ofllce 

Committee  Item:  HE130-357.1-C 
Petition: 

30761-HE-357.1-D,  Pg.  984 
Membership:  108;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


719-430 

Subject:  Add  disability  to  list 

Committee  Item:  HE145-430-C 
Petition: 

31888-HE-430-D,  Pg.  1368 
Membership:  108;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

1  1  Concurrence  |  )  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


720-345 

Subject:  Fellowship  of  local 
pastors  and  associate  members 
Committee  Item:  HE146-345-C 
Petition: 

30754-HE-345-D,  Pg.  974 
Membership:  108;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Agamst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


721-343.2 

Subject:  Change  "laypersons"  to 

"persons" 

Committee  Item:  HE147-343.2-C 
Petition: 

30915-HE-343.2-D,  Pg.  973 
Membership:  108;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


722-400 

Subject:  Appointment  of 
deacons  in  full  connection 

Committee  Item:  HE148-400-C 
Petition: 

30776-HE-400-D,  Pg.  1003 
Membership:  108;  Present:  80; 
For  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


723-350 

Subject:  Gen'l  agency  clergy 
staff  shall  be  covered  by  agency 
policy  for 
maternit>7paternit>7disability 

Committee  Item:  H£I55-350-C 
Petition: 

31155-HE-350-D,Pg.  979 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  77;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


724-351 

Subject:  Leave  of  absence 

Committee  Item:  HEI56-351-C 
Petition: 

30758-HE-35I-D.  Pg.  979 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


725-345.4 

Subject:  Reinstatement  of  local 

pastor  status 

Committee  Item:  HE163-345.4-C 
Petition: 

30755-HE-345.4-D,  Pg.  976 
Membership:  108;  Present:  96; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


726-345.5 

Subject:  Conference  BOM 
determines  a  local  pastor  has 
made  acceptable  progress 
Committee  Item:  HE164-345.5-A 
Petition: 

30157-HE-345.5-D,  Pg.  977 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

1345.5 

5.  Retirement  of  Local  Pastor  -  A  local 
pastor  who  has  made  satisfactory  progress 
in  the  course  of  study  as  specified  in  ^345. 1 
or  .2  may  be  recognized  as  a  retired  local 
pastor.  Retirement  provision  for  local  pas- 
tors shall  be  the  same  as  those  for  clergy 
members  in  1355.1,  .2,  .4,  with  pensions 
payable  in  accordance  with  11 506.5a.  Re- 
tired local  pastors  may  attend  annual  con- 
ference sessions  with  voice  but  not  vote.  A 
retired  local  pastor  may  be  appointed  by  the 
bishop  to  a  charge  and  licensed  without  any 
additional  claim  upon  the  conference  mini- 
mum compensation  nor  fiirther  pension 
credit 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


727-344 

Subject:  Continuance  as  a  local 

pastor 

Committee  Item:  HEI67-344-A 
Petition: 

30753-HE-344-D,  Pg.  974 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  103;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   coiKur- 
rence  as  amended  as  follows: 

Insert  a  coma  after  the  word  "seminary" 
arid  add  word  "in"  after  the  word  "or". 

(  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Diie   / 
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728-318 

Subject:  Eligibility  and  rights  of 
probationary  membership 

Committee  Item:  HE169-318-A 
Petition: 

30740-HE-318-D,  Pg.  956 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  102;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Remove  all  that  is  in  No.  7  -  insert  word 
"action"  in  place  of  "hearing"  in  No.  6  of 
petition 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


;  and  mentors 

'170-346-A 


729-346 

Subject:  Mentorinj 

Committee  Item:  HE 
Petition: 

30756-HE-346-D,  Pg.  977 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  103;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

I .  Mentors  shall  be  recommended  by  the 
cabinet,  selected,  trained  and  held  account- 
able by  the  Board  of  Ordained  ministry... 

3.  The  conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  may  assign  one  mentor  to  work  ei- 
ther with  one  individual  or  with  a  group  of 
local  pastors  and/or  probationary  members. 
Persons  transferring  from  other  denomina- 
tions will  also  be  assigned  a  clergy  mentor 
(1338.3b). 

4.  Clergy  mentoring  begins  when  a  per- 
son receives  an  appointment  as  a  local  pas- 
tor or  as  a  commissioned  minister  entering 
probationary  service. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


730-632.4 

Subject:  Annual  conference 
board  of  higher  ed  &  campus 
ministry  shall  promote  UMC 
educational  programs 
Committee  Item:  HE189-632.4-C 
Petition: 

30786-HE-632.4-D,  Pg.  1004 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


731-632.4 

Subject:  Annual  conf.  bd  higher 
ed  fiscal  responsibilities  include 
distrlb.  of  scholarships  from 
Foundation 

Committee  Item:  HE190-632.4-C 
Petition: 

30787-HE-632.4-D,  Pg.  1004 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


732-1405 

Subject:  People  with  disabilities 

Committee  Item:  HE191-1405-C 
Petition: 

31944-HE-1405-D,Pg.  1659 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  1 0 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


733-659.1 

Subject:  Dist.Com.Ord.Mln. 
Include  elders/deacons  In  full 
connection  &  assoc.  member  as 
well 

Committee  Item:  HE20 1-659.1 -A 
Petition: 

30946-HE-659.I-D,Pg.  1009 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  91;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Delete  the  sentence  beginning,  "The  dis- 
trict superintendent.. .whenever  possible." 

Replace  with  "The  committee  shall  in- 
clude elders  in  full  connection  and,  when- 
ever possible,  deacons  in  full  connection 
and  at  least  one  elder  who  has  taken  the 
course  of  study." 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


734-358 

Subject:  Complaint  procedures 

Committee  Item:  HE202-358-A 
Petition: 

30762-HE-358-D,  Pg.  985 
Membership:  108;  Present:  99; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Under  2.  g)  Fifth  line  delete  "elders"  and     ■ 
insert  "clergy  in  fiill  connection"  ■ 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


735-639.2 

Subject:  A.C.  committee  on 
CUIC  shall  be  "professing" 
members  of  local  churches 

Committee  Item:  IC29-639.2-A 
Petition: 

30368-IC-639.2-D,  Pg.  1090 
Membership:  73;  Present:  66; 
For:  64;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend#  30368  paragraph  639.2  [  substi- 
tute word  "Full"  for  professing]. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


736-640 

Subject:  Annual  Conference 
religion  &  race  shall  have  vote 
In  annual  conference  council  on 
ministries 

Committee  Item:  IC42-640-A 
Petition: 

30728-IC-640-D,  Pg.  1090 
Membership:  73;  Present:  61; 
For:  59;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

TTie  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  a  new  subparagraph  follow- 
ing 640.4: 

The  Annual  Conference  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race,  or  other  structure 
to  provide  for  its  function  and 
connectional  relationship,  shall  have 
vote  and  voice  in  the  decision-making 
unit  ofthe  conference  such  as  the  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  or 
equivalent  structure. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


I 


737-2008.11 

Subject:  Add  ethnocentric 
conflict  to  RR  agenda 

Committee  Item:  IC54-2008.11-A 
Petition: 

3158I-IC-2008.11-D,Pg.  1094 
Membership:  73;  Present:  57; 
For:  51;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  4;j 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur-' 
rence  as  amended  as  follovvs:Page  10941 
Para  2008  Line  #3  ..    Remove  the  word 
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"conflict"  and  replace  with  "tribalism  and 
cthnocentrism". 

( )  Concurrence  ( )  Nooconcurrence  Date   / 


738-229 

Subject:  Clarify  record  keeping 

procedures 

Committee  Item:  LC27-229-A 
Petition: 

30331-LC-229-D,Pg.  1109 
Membership:  98;  Present:  84; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/4 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  229.26: 

I .  The  Church  has  a  moral  and  spiritual 
obligation  to  nurture  its  nonparticipating 
and  indifferent  members  and  to  lead  them 
into  a  fill!  and  an  active  church  relationship. 

2.b  While  primary  .  .  .  want  that  have 
been  solemnly  assumed,  if  the  profesaed 
member . . . 

(1)  If  a  pfofesoed  member . .  .valid  rea- 
son, the  pastor .  . .  shall  report  that  pfofessed 
member's  name ...  to  reenlist  the  pfofeaaed 
member  in  ...  It  shall  visit  the  pfofeos^d 
member  and  make  clear  that,  while  the  pre- 
fnsed  member's  name  .  .  .  and  that,  since 
the  profwDcd  member . . .  enrolled,  the  pfe- 
fessed  member  is  requested  to  do  one  of 
four  things:  (a)  wnew  the  reafTIrm  the 
baptismal  vows . . .  (b)  request . .  profeoQed 
member . . .  of  the  baptismal  covenant  (see 
paragraph  240),  (c).  . .  denomination  (see 
paragraph  241),  ^cO  -  If  the  professed 
member . . .  rwo  years,  the  professed  mem- 
ber's name  may  be  removed  from  the  poll 
ef  professing  mcmbew. 

(2)  If  a  pfofeoaed  member  ...  a  transfer 
of  the  professed  member  shall  be  followed 
each  year  until  that  professed  member .  .  . 
not  been  able  to  relate  that  professed  mem- 
ber..  . 

(3)  If  the  address  of  a  professed  member 
. . .  including  listing  the  name  in  the  church 
bulletin,  cifculttriEing  it  and  circulate  the 
list  of  names  throughout  the  parish,  and 
wading  it  from  the  pulpit.  Ifthe  member  can 
be  located  . . .  still  unknown,  the  professed 
member's  name .... 

(4)  Ifthe  directives  . .  .without  success, 
the  professed  member's  .  .  .  provided  that 
the  professed  member's  name  shall . .  .con- 
secutive years  preceding  reweval.  On  the 
roll  there  shall  be  entered  after  the  name: 
"Removed  by  ofdef  of  the  charge  confer- 
ence action";  and  if ... .  Hewevef  the  The 
record  shall  be  retained  (see  paragrapti 
M+)  .  .  .  Should  a  transfer  of  professing 
membership. . . 


(5)  Recognizing  that  the  Church  has  a 
continuing  moral  and  spiritual  obligation  to 
nurture  all  persons,  even  those  whose 
names  have  been  removed  from  the  roll  of 
professing  members,  it  is  recommended 
that  a  roll  of  persons  thus  removed  shall  be 
maintained.  It  shall  then  become  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the... 

[  ]  Concuiience  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


739-241 

Subject:  Clarifv  language  about 
removing  member  names  by 
pastor 

Committee  Item:  LC43-241-A 
Petition: 

30338-LC-241-D,Pg.  1111 
Membership:  98;  Present:  75; 
For:  69;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  241: 

A  pastor,  upon  receiving  a  request  from  a 
member  to  transfer  to  a  church  of  another 
denomination,  or  upon  receiving  such  re- 
quest from  a  pastor  or  duly  authorized  offi- 
cial of  another  denomination,  shall  (with 
the  approval  of  the  member)  issue  a  certifi- 
cate of  transfer  fop  a  amiibeps  and,  upon 
receiving  confirmation  of  said  the  mem- 
ber's reception  into  another  congregation, 
shall  properly  record  the  transfer  of  such 
person  on  the  membership  roll  of  the  local 
church;  and  the  membership  member's 
name  shall  thereby  be  tcfwinated  re- 
moved. 

[  ]  Concuirence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


740-206.3 
Subject:  Adding  tlie 
word"assignment"for  pastors 
and  other  staff  to  cooperative 
parishes 

Committee  Item:  LC59-206.3-C 
Petition: 

30026-LC-206.3-D,  Pg.  39 
Membership:  98;  Present:  75; 
For:  70;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  NotKoncurrence  Date   / 


741-213 

Subject:  DS  mav  appoint  a  tasl( 
force  to  determine  future 
viability  of  a  congregation 

Committee  Item:  LC60-213-C 


Petition: 

31142-LC-213-D,Pg.  1103 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


742-216 

Subject:  Member  of  a  iocal 
UMC  is  member  of  the  universal 
church  as  well  as  the 
denomination 

Committee  Item:  LC61-216-C 
Petition: 

30324-LC-216-D,Pg.  1105 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


743-214 

Subject:  Change  language  to 
comply  with  JudicialCouncil 
811 

Committee  Item:  LC64-214-A 
Petition: 

30322-LC-214-D,Pg.  1104 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  79;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  to  the  end: 

(In  the  case  of  persons  whose  disabilities 
prevent  them  from  assuming  the  vows,  their 
legal  guardian(s),  themselves  members  in 
full  covenant  relationship  with  God  and  the 
Church,  the  community  of  faith,  may  recite 
the  appropriate  vows  on  their  behalf) 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


744-201 

Subject:  The  local  church 
provides  most  significant  place 
where  disciple-makine  happens 

Committee  Item:  LC6'^201-C 
Petition: 

31961-LC-201-D.  Pg.  1665 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  71;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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745-247 

Subject:  Local  church  confer 
with  annual  conference  for 
guidelines  for  information 
technologv 

Committee  Item:  LC82-247-A 
Petition: 

31149-LC-247-D,  Pg.  1114 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  247: 

Standards  for  Computed  Information  and 
©ata  Information  Technology — Each  lo- 
cal church,  as  it  creates  or  maintains  com- 
puterized information  and  data,  shall  be  is 
strongly  encouraged  to  confer  with  its  an- 
nual conference  for  recommendations 
and  guidelines  as  it  relates  to  information 
technology,  use  the  denominational  stan 
dards  for  computer  information  end  data 
and  the  operations  and  legal  guidelines  for 
church — computer — data — established — an^ 
mamtaincd  by  the  General  Council  on  Fi 
nance  and  Administration. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


746-249.8 

Subject:  Local  churches  should 
intentionally  nurture  &  support 
candidates  for  ordained 
ministry 

Committee  Item:  LC87-249.8-A 
Petition: 

30599-LC-249.8-D,  Pg.  1116 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  74;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  1|249.8 

Add:  some  financial  support,  including 
the    Ministerial    Education    Fund    for 

their... 

1  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


747-249.13 

Subject:  D.S.  to  notify  local 
churches  amounts  apportioned 
for  gen'l  church,  jurisdictional 
and  conf.  funds 

Committee  Item:  LC93-249.13-A 
Petition: 
30064-LC-249.13-D,  Pg.  1116 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  71;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Insert  before  last  sentence  the  following: 

Conference  benevolences  represent 
the  minimum  needs  for  mission  and  min- 
istry in  the  annual  conference. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

748-254 

Subject:  Recast  church  council 
language  for  focus  on  spiritual 
leadership  and  mission  of  the 
Church 

Committee  Item:  LC96-254-A 
Petition: 

30424-LC-254-D,  Pg.  1118 
Membership:  98;  Present:  72; 
For:  70;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  by  substituting  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Replace  254.  With  the  following: 

I .  Purpose — The  church  council  shall 
provide  for  planning,  and  implementing  a 
program  of  nurture,  outreach,  witness,  and 
resources  in  the  local  church.  It  shall  also 
provide  for  the  administration  of  its  organi- 
zation and  temporal  life.  It  shall  envision, 
plan,  implement  and  annually  evaluate  the 
mission  and  ministry  of  the  church.  The 
church  council  shall  be  amenable  to  and 
function  as  the  administrative  agency  of  the 
charge  conference  (Para.  249). 

2.  Mission  and  Ministry — Nurture,  out- 
reach, and  witness  ministries,  and  their  ac- 
companying responsibilities  include: 

a)  The  nurturing  ministries  of  the  con- 
gregation shall  give  attention  to  but  not  be 
limited  to  education,  worship.  Christian 
formation,  membership  care,  small  groups, 
and  stewardship.  Attention  must  be  given  to 
the  needs  of  individuals  and  families  of  all 
ages. 

b)  The  outreach  ministries  of  the  church 
shall  give  attention  to  local  and  larger  com- 
munity ministries  of  compassion,  justice 
and  advocacy.  These  ministries  include 
church  and  society,  global  ministries, 
higher  education  and  campus  ministry, 
health  and  welfare.  Christian  unity  and  in- 
terreligious  concerns,  religion  and  race,  and 
the  status  and  role  of  women. 

c)  The  witness  ministries  of  the  church 
shall  give  attention  to  developing  and 
strengthening  evangelistic  efforts  of  shar- 
ing of  personal  and  congregational  stories 
of  Christian  experience,  faith,  and  service; 
communications;  lay  speaking  ministries; 
and  other  means  which  give  expressions  of 
witness  for  Jesus  Christ. 


d)  The  leadership  development  and 
resourcing  ministries  shall  give  attention  to 
the  ongoing  preparation  and  development 
of  lay  and  clergy  leaders  for  the  ministry  of 
the  church  (11262.1). 

3.  Meetings — a)  The  council  shall  meet 
at  least  quarterly.  The  chairperson  or  the 
pastor  may  call  special  meetings. 

b)  In  order  for  the  council  to  give  ade- 
quate consideration  to  the  missional  pur- 
pose of  the  local  church,  it  is  recommended 
that  the  first  agenda  item  at  each  meeting  be 
related  to  its  ministries  of  nurture,  outreach, 
and  witness.  The  administrative  and  sup- 
portive responsibilities  of  the  church  will 
then  be  given  attention.  It  is  recommended 
that  the  council  use  a  consensus/discern- 
ment model  of  decision  making. 

4.  Other  Responsibilities  -  It  will  also  be 
the  responsibility  of  the  church  council  to: 

(a)  review  the  membership  of  the  local 
church; 

(b)  fill  interim  vacancies  occurring 
among  the  lay  officers  of  the  church  be- 
tween sessions  of  the  annual  charge  con- 
ference; 

(c)  establish  the  budget  on  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  on  finance  and  ensure 
adequate  provision  for  the  financial  needs 
of  the  church; 

(d)  recommend  to  the  charge  conference 
the  salary  and  other  remuneration  of  the 
pastor(s)  and  staff  members  after  receiving 
recommendations  from  the  committee  on 
pastor-parish  relations  (staff-parish  rela- 
tions); 

(e)  review  the  recommendation  of  the  ■ 
committee  on  pastor  parish  relations  re- 
garding provision  of  adequate  housing  for 
the  pastor(s),  and  report  the  same  to  the 
charge  conference  for  approval.  Housing 
provisions  shall  comply  with  the  annual 
conference  housing  policy  and  parsonage 
standards.  Housing  shall  not  be  considered 

as  part  of  compensation  or  renumeration; 

5.  Membership — The  charge  confer- 
ence will  determine  the  size  of  the  church 
council.  Members  of  the  church  council 
shall  be  involved  in  the  mission  and  minis- 
try of  the  congregation  as  defined  in  para. 
254.2.  The  membership  of  the  council  may 
consist  of  as  few  as  eleven  persons  or  as 
many  as  the  charge  conference  deems  ap- 
propriate. The  council  shall  include  per- 
sons who  represent  the  program  ministries 
of  the  church  as  outlined  in  para.  245.  The 
membership  shall  include  but  not  be  limited 
to  the  following: 

(1)  the  chairperson  of  the  church  coun- 
cil; 

(2)  the  lay  leader; 
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(3)  the  chairperson  and/or  a  representa- 
tive of  the  pastor-parish  relations  commit- 
tee; 

(4)  the  chairperson  and/or  a  representa- 
tive of  the  committee  on  fmance; 

(5)  the  chairperson  and/or  a  representa- 
tive of  the  board  of  trustees; 

(6)  the  church  treasurer, 

(7)  a  lay  member  to  annual  conference; 

(8)  the  president  and/or  a  representative 
of  the  United  Methodist  Men; 

(9)  the  president  and'or  a  representative 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women; 

(10)  a  representative  of  the  United 
Methodist  Youth 

( 1 1  )the  pastorts) 

6.  Quorum —  TTie  members  present  and 
voting  at  any  duly  announced  meeting  shall 
constitute  a  quorum. 

1  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


749-258 

Subject:  "God  &  Country" 
award  prog,  available  to  local 
ch.ed.  proe.  &  scout  coord, 
relate  to  cn.sch.supt 
Comminee  Item:  LC105-258-C 
Petition: 

30276-LC-258-D,  Pg.  1816 
Membership:  98;  Present:  73; 
For:  68;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale    / 


750-261 

Subject:  This  paragraph  was 
incorporated  into  258.1 
Committee  Item:  LC106-261-C 
Petition: 

30428-LC-261-D,  Pg.  1128 
Membership:  98;  Present:  73; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

751-258 

Subject:  Defining  young  people 

and  the  ministries  to  them 

Committee  Item:  LC107-258-A 
Petition: 

31215-LC-258-D,  Pg.  1124 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 


Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  followsiAmend  para- 
graph 258.2  last  sentence; 

Young  adults  who  are-fuU  members  of 
the  church. . . 

[  J  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 

752-258.2 

Subject:  New  model  for  youth 

empowerment 

Comminee  Item:  LCI  10-258.2-A 
Petition: 

31507-LC-258.2-D,Pg.  1125 
Membership:  98;  Present:  72; 
For:  68;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

I)  In  each  charge  conference  there 
may  be  a  Council  Task  Force  for  Youth 
Empowerment.  Its  purpose  shall  be  to 
make  youth  ministry  more  efTcctivc  in 
the  local  church  by;  Creating  a  forum  for 
the  free  ochango  of  ideas,  goals  and  pro- 
grams concerning  youth  ministry  in  the 
local  church  by  youth,  young  adults,  and 
adults;  Having  youth  directly  involved  in 
the  planning  and  implementing  of  pro- 
grams in  youth  ministry;  Building  strong 
leaders  for  ihc  church  today  and  tomor- 
row through  empowering  youth  to  be  in 
ministry  within  the  local  church  and  bc- 

2)  The  Council  shall  be  made  up  of  no 
less  than  three-fourths  (3/4)  youth.  Nom- 
inations for  members  of  the  Council 
(both  youth  and  adults)  shall  come  from 
the  youth  group  (or  related  structure). 
The  nominations  will  then  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Nominations  for  approval 
and  then  to  the  charge  conference  for  ap- 
proval. 

The  Council  shall  be  composed  of: 

(a)AI  least  one  young  adult 

(b)The  coordinator  of  youth  minis- 
tries (or  related  position)  and  other  re- 
lated staff  as  ex-ofTicio  members  with 
voice  but  not  vote. 

(c)Any  youth  serving  on  a  district, 
conference,  jurisdictional  or  general 
church  board  or  agency 

(d)Any  adult  serving  on  a  district, 
conference.  Jurisdictional  or  general 
church  youth  council  or  organization. 

All  ofTices  of  this  Council  shall  be  held 
by  youth.  No  member  shall  serve  for 
more  than  four  consecutive  years. 

I)  The  Council  shall  meet  at  least 
semi-annually.  It  may  meet  additionally 
at  the  request  of  the  pastor,  coordinator 


of  youth  ministries  (or  related  person),  or 
an  ofTicer  of  the  committee.  The  Council 
may  meet  in  closed  session  upon  pccom- 
mcndation  of  the  pastor,  any  other  pcr- 

of  the  Council,  or  the  coordinator  of 
youth  ministries  (or  related  position). 

2)  Responsibilities: 

(a)To  assist  the  coordinator  of  youth 
ministry  (or  related  position)  and  other 
related  staff  in  planning  and  developing 
activities,  program  emphases,  and  set- 
tings for  youth  in  the  local  church. 

(b)To  assist  the  coordinator  of  youth 
ministry  (or  related  position)  in  Tinding 
and  encouraging  qualiTied  adults  and  in- 
terns to  work  with  youth  in  the  local 
church. 

(c)To  develop  a  contract  or  a  covenant 
for  all  adult  volunteer  youth  workers. 
and  provide  annual  evaluations  of  these 
workers. 

(d)To  encourage  and  facilitate  the 
furthering  of  education  for  the  coordina- 
tor of  youth  ministries  (or  related  posi- 
tion) and  related  staff. 

(e)To  encourage  and  educate  youth  on 
possible  careers  in  professional  ministry 
and  how  to  consider  any  vocational  call- 
ing and  opportunity  to  serve. 

(OTo  be  a  resource  for  other  churches 
interested  in  starting  or  revitalizing 
youth  ministry  within  their  own  local 
churches. 

(g)To  further  educate  youth  and 
adults  on  the  United  Methodist  Church^ 
stMiee  as  a  connectional  church  by  en- 
couraging and  supporting  the  participa- 
tion of  youth  and  adults  in  district, 
annual  eonfercncc,  jurisdictional,  and 
central  conferences,  and  other  general 
church  ministries. 

(h)To  promote  and  educate  persons 
about  Youth  Service  Fund. 

(I)  To  promote  the  camping  and  re- 
treat ministries  within  the  local  church. 

(J)  To  empower  youth  to  be  partici- 
pants in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

(k)To  consult  with  •»»«»<  the  Pas- 
tor/Staff Parish  Relations  Committee  in: 

1)  Developing  written  job  descriptions; 

2)  Nominating  and  sclccling;  3)  Evalu- 
ating the  job  performance  of  the  coordi- 
nator of  youth  ministries  (or  related 
position)  and  any  other  volunteer  and 
paid  staff  related  to  youth  ministry  in  the 
local  church. 

(L)  It  is  strongly  recommended  that 
the  Council  develop  a  program  budget 
for  their  ministry. 

t  ]  Concunence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 
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753-258 

Subject:  Role  of  small  groups 
becomes  more  obvious,  easier  to 
comprehend/plan  for  equipping 
folks 

Committee  Item:  LCI  13-258-A 
Petition: 

30427-LC-258-D,  Pg.  1123 
Membership:  98;  Present:  72; 
For:  69;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

discernment,  bible  study,  biblical  and 
theological  reflection,  prayer,  community 
building,  service  with  the  poor  and 
marginalized,  and  advocacy  for  peace  and 
justice.  Local  Churches  or  charges  are 
encouraged  to  develop  a  policy  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  the  infants,  children,  and 
youth  entrusted  to  their  care. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


754-2540.2 

Subject:  Change  provisions  of 
leases  to  shorten  terms,  make 
para,  apply  to  all  lessees 

Committee  Item:  LC124-2540.2-C 
Petition: 

31196-LC-2540.2-D,Pg.  1137 
Membership:  98;  Present:  71; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


755-2539 

Subject:  Unincorporated  local 
church  property  may  be  leased 
for  thirty  days 

Committee  Item:  LC125-2539-C 
Petition: 
31195-LC-2539-D,  Pg.  1136 


Membership:  98;  Present:  68; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


756-2533 

Subject:  Resources  may  be 
secured  from  Nat'l  Assoc  of  UM 
Foundations,  GCFA 

Committee  Item:  LC126-2533-A 
Petition: 

31193-LC-2533-D,  Pg. 1136 
Membership:  98;  Present:  65; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  2533.1  and  8: 

1 .  Provide  the  services  . . .  board  of  trust- 
ees. Consideration  shall  be  given  to  the 
placement  of  funds  with  the  conference  or 
area  United  Methodist  foundation,  or  local 
church  foundation,  for  administration  and 
investment. 

8.  Resources  for  these  tasks  may  be  se- 
cured from  conference  and/or  area  United 
Methodist  foundations  and  development 
offices,  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Foundations,  from  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion, and  from  other  appropriate  sources  for 
program  assistance  and  direction. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


757-2548.2 

Subject:  Before  DS  rec 

discontinuance  of  a  ch.  the  DS 

shall  help  the  cong.  assess  its 

potential 

Committee  Item:  LC127-2548.2-C 

Petition: 


31110-LC-2548.2-D,Pg.  1139 
Membership:  98;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


758-2548 

Subject:  If  AC  declares  local 
church  discontinued,  failure  to 
complete  steps  doesn't 
invalidate  the  decision 
Committee  Item:  LC130-2548-C 
Petition: 

31198-LC-2548-D,  Pg. 1139 
Membership:  98;  Present:  78; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


759-264 

Subject:  Local  church  may  be 
moved  to  another  annual  conf.  if 
"professing"  members  vote  it 

Committee  Item:  LC148-264-A 
Petition: 

30352-LC-264-D,  Pg.  1134 
Membership:  98;  Present:  67; 
For:  67;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  first  sentence  of  264: 

...  to  another  in  which  it  is  geographi- 
cally located  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  these 
the  professing  members  (paragraph 
215.2)  who  are  present . .  . 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


760-NonDis 

Subject:  Encourage  plan  for 
semmary  graduates  to  retire 
their  debt/financial  planning 

Committee  Item:  C066-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31989-CO-NonDis-O 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/6 
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The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Section  a,  add 
words:  "to  help  seminary  graduates  and 
Course  of  Study  graduates..."  Section  b, 
add  words:  "United  Methodist  seminaries 
and  Course  of  Study  Schools..." 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


761-R481 

Subject:  Eradication  of  Sexual 
Harassment  in  The  United  i 

Methodist  Church  and  Society 

Committee  Item:  CS71-R481-C 
Petition: 

30308-CS-R481-U,Pg.  1383 
Membership:  120;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 
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Tkc   Commtace  iccammcnds   connir- 
icncc 


742-R339 

Sabject:  Amendments  to  **Ne» 
Dr\ek>pmenu  in  Genetic 
Science'" 

Committee  Item  CS72-R339-C 
FctOian 
I      30SD7-CS-R339-U.  Pg.  1 16 
Mcinbership   120;  Prcscnf  94; 
For  94,  .\gainst:  0:  Noi  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Comonncc  reammcnds 


763-R25] 

Sabject:  Federal  funds  for 

Indian  Health  Services 

Conimiticc  licm:  CST3-R251-C 
Petition; 

3055R-CS«251-U,  Pg.  1 14 
Membership:  120:  Present  94: 
For  94;  .Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Ctaic  5ft> 

The   CaimiaiBe  icominea^  caacnr- 


764-R352 

Sabject:  Preiadice  asainst 

MacboH  and  .\rabs  n  the  US 

Commmct  Item:  CS74-R352-C 
Pcntion: 

3056:-CS-R352-U.  Pe.  1819 
Membership:  120,  Present:  94; 
For:  94.  .Aeamst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6  ~ 

The   Comnnnee  reoonnneads   cobob- 
rsnoc 


745-R424 

Sabject:  UaiverMJ  access  to 

htailli  care  in  the  IS  and 
related  lerritaries 

Commmec  Item;  <::S75-R424-C 
Petnion 

3Q5fe5-CS-R424-L,  Pg.  1 18 
Mcmbcrsfaip:  120;  Present:  94; 
For  94:  Agamst  0;  Not  V  otmg:  0; 
Date  5 '6 

The 


766-R505 

Subject:  Churcb-eoveraawat 

relations  in  the  L'S 

Committee  Item:  CS76-R505-A 
Petition: 

30566-CS-R505-U.  Pg.  135 
Membership:  120;  Present:  94, 
Far:  94;  .\Bamst:  0.  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date;  5/6  ~ 

Ike  Cuiiuiuncc  tccannncMis 
lasfoiicws: 


K.ilKS  )-3 

in  irtfwnr  to  a  question  about  payn^ 
JesDS  cwdilkBaiBF  TWa  pve  ic 


767-R520 

Subject:  Community  life  and 

public  education 

Committee  Item:  CST7-R520-C 
Petition: 

30568-CS-R520-U.  Pg  1819 
Membership;  120;  Pre^t:  94; 
For:  94;  AEamsL  0;  Not  \'oting:  0; 
Date:  5/6  " 

The   Caanniaec  reoonaneads  ooacar- 


[  ]  CuamiLact  [  j1 


768-R534 
Subject:  Grand  jnr> 

Committee  Item:  CS^8-R534-C 
Petition: 

30572-CS-R534-U,  Pg  142 
Membership:  120;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0,  Not  \  oting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The     y  trnmiullt  i 


Qk 


769-R565 

Subject:  Penal  reform 
Committee  Item  CS''9-R565-C 
Pctmon: 

30575-CS-R565-L',  Pg  148 
MendxTsfaip:  120,  Present:  93. 
For  93;  Agamst:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
I>ate:5/6 

The  OwiiHiir   luiwiuwiafe  ooac^ 


770-R5^3 

Subject:  Repression  and  the 

right  to  privao' 

Committee  Item:  CS80-R573-C 
Petition: 

30578-CS-R573-U,  Pg.  149 
Membership:  120;  Present  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg;  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The 


771-NonDis 

Subject:  Juvenile  ddinqnency 

and  prevention 

Committee  Item:  CSS  1 -NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30584-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  77 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Noting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   CuiiiiiiiUc£ 
irnce. 


n 


772-NonDis 

Sub jea:  .\sk  .Attorney-  Gca**!  of 
L.S.  to  invest^te  ^itriations  of 
Sfaermaa  AatK^rast  Act  re: 
farms 

Committee  Item;  CS83-NonDis-C 
Petmon: 
30724-CS-NonDis-O.  Pe  «7 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93,  Against:  0,  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/fe 

The   ComnutiBC 


773-R178 

Sabject:  UMC  aad  Aaierica'^ 

aative  peanle 

Committee  Item:  CS84-RI78-C 
Petition: 

30853-CS-R178-L".Pg  113 
Membership   120;  Present:  93; 
For  93.  Against:  0.  Not  Votmg:  (h 
DaK  5/6 

The 


;) 
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774-R212 

Subject:  Comity  agreements 
affecting  development  of  Native 
American  ministries  by  UMC 

Committee  Item:  CS85-R212-C 
Petition: 

30855-CS-R212-U,Pg.  113 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


775-R570 

Subject:  Religious  Liberty 

Committee  Item:  CS86-R570-C 
Petition: 

30941-CS-R570-U,  Pg.  149 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


776-NonDis 

Subject:  Justice  for  Filipino 

WWII  veterans 

Committee  Item:  CS88-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31264-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  90 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


777-NonDis 

Subject:  GC  petition  US 

E resident  to  pardon 
atin-American  debt  as  an  aid 
to  reestablishing  human  lives 
Committee  Item:  CS89-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31282-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  1356 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


778-NonDis 

Subject:  Human  rights  of  native 

people  of  the  Americas 


Committee  Item:  CS90-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31298-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  92 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


779-NonDis 

Subject:  Native  American  social 

witness  program 

Committee  Item:  CS91-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31299-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  92 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

780-NonDis 

Subject:  Protecting  Native 

American  "Sacred  Sites" 

Committee  Item:  CS92-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31300-CS-NonDis-O,Pg.  93 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 

781-R236 

Subject:  Change  laws  that 
support  under  use  of  pain 
relieving  medication 

Committee  Item:  CS93-R236-C 
Petition: 

31344-CS-R236-U,Pg.  113 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


782-NonDis 

Subject:  Urge  state  legislatures 

to  allow  candidates  w/o  large 

bank  accounts  to  appear  on  the 

ballot 

Committee  Item:  CS94-NonDis-C 

Petition: 


3I388-CS-NonDis-0,  Pg.  97 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


783-NonDis 

Subject:  Cease  mountaintop 

removal  coal  mining 

Committee  Item:  CS95-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31692-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  98 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


784-R421 

Subject:  Treatment  of  women 

under  Soc  Sec.  in  the  US 

Committee  Item:  CS97-R421-C 
Petition: 

31758-CS-R421-U,Pg.  117 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date  / 


785-NonDis 

Subject:  UN  Nations  resolutions 

&  the  Israel-Palestinian  conflict 

Committee  Item:  CS98-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31776-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  102 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


786-NonDis 

Subject:  Farm  family  justice 

Committee  Item:  CS99-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31838-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  1268 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 
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I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

787-NonDis 

Subject:  White  privilege  in  the 

U.S. 

Committee  Item: 
CSlOO-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31948-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  1644 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 

788-NonDis 

Subject:  Prisons  and  criminal 

justice 

Committee  Item: 
CSlOl-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31950-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1646 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


789-NonDis 

Subject:  Correcting  injustice  in 

health  care 

Committee  Item: 
CS102-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31952-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1648 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


790-NonDis 

Subject:  Afnrmation  of  the 

precautionarv'  principle 

Committee  Item: 
CS103-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31954-CS-NonDis-O.  Pg.  1652 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  (  J  NorKoncurrence  Dale   / 


791-NonDis 

Subject:  One  step  toward  a 

dioxin-free  future 

Committee  Item: 
CS104-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31957-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1653 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


792-NonDis 

Subject:  Hate  crimes  in  the  U.S. 

Committee  Item: 
CS105-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30846-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  87 
Membership:  120;  Present:  72; 
For:  62;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

14.  Encourage  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  other  countries  all  over  the 
world  to  engage  in  efforts  to  address 
hate-based  activities  in  ways  appropriate  to 
their  particular  context. 

[  ]  Concuirence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


793-NonDis 

Subject:  Women  and  Social 

Security  in  the  US 

Committee  Item: 
CS127-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30581-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  65 
Membership:  120;  Present:  89; 
For:  75;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


794-R569 

Subject:  Ratincation  for  District 

of  Columbia  representation 

Committee  Item:  CS128-R569-A 
Petition: 

30577-CS-R569-U,  Pg.  148 
Membership:  120;  Present:  92; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Amend  "Ratiricution  for  Dialfiot  of  Co- 
lumbia Reprcstntotion."  p.  569,  Book  of 

The  Stfriptufcs  tell  us  clearly  thol  God 
shows  no  partiolity  (Acts  10:34  NRSV). 

odist  Church  cite  slate  that  "the  strength 


and  willing  participation  of  its  citizens."  os 
a  key  factor  in  the  strength  of  our  politicol 
system. 

In  keeping  with  the  ideo  of  impartiality 
and  the  ooll  for  oitii^on  participation,  we  are 
concerned  about  the  lagging  issue  of  ratifi- 
cation of  the  constitutional  amendment  pro- 
viding for  fiill  representotion  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  in  the  Congress.  We  ore  well 
aware  that  the  population  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  is  powerless  with  rcspcet  to  our 
national  legislative  body. 

In  October  of  1 97 1 ,  o  statement  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  asked  the  United 
States  Congress  to  provide  the  District  of 
Columbia  of  with  two  voting  U.S.  Senators 
plus  the  number  of  voting  U.S.  Representa- 
tives it  would  be  entitled  to  if  tt  were  a  State. 
This  position  was  reaffirmed  by  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  in  October  of  1978. 

In  1978,theU.S.  Congress possed aeon- 
stitutionol  omendment  providing  for  full 
voting  representation  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbio  in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate. 

In  order  for  This  this  amendment  is 
now  before  the  various  stote  legislatures 
and,  to  become  law,  must  it  needed  to  be 
ratified  by  thirty  eight  stales  by  I98S.  A 
number  of  states  have  already  rotified  the 
amendment.  Only  16  of  the  required  38 
states  voted  to  ratify  the  amendment. 

In  1993,  the  League  of  Women  Voters 
U.S.  (LWVUS)  Board  again  tried  ««-al- 
tain  voting  rights  for  Washingtonians. 
They  agreed  that  statehood  would  "af- 
ford the-samc  rightfr«f  self  government 
and  full  voting  representation"  for  cili 
gens  of  the  District  as  of  other  U.S.  citi- 

succccd. 

hwtbtfr-eeniains  about  750.000  residents  is 
appfonimalely  950,000.  This  rcpreacnts  a 
populotion   equal  to  or  greater  than  seven 
states,  each  of  which  has  full  voting  repre 
sentotion  in  the  U.S.  Congress.  Each  year. 


tfttw  tinr   icuviui  t 

permitted  lo  hove  voting  repfe'.wntalton  tn 

I"  ftVT  itOE^  Of       TtO'  'tt.tOttOfl 


tsappropfiule  that  Dtstnet  of  Columbia  eiti 
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zcns  should  have  the  right  to  elect  national 
legislators  who  make  the  laws  under  which 
they  too  must  live.  Therefore,  we  urge  all 
uncommitted  state  legislatures  to  rotify  the 
constitutional  amendment  providing  the 
District  of  Columbia  with  full  voting  reprc 
sentoiion  in  the  Congress.  Therefore,  we 
have  joined  the  Coalition  for  B.C.  Repre- 
sentation in  encouraging  Leagues  across 
the  country  to  call  for  the  rights  enjoyed 
by  all  other  citizens  to  be  applied  to  the 
residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  We 
further  encourage  all  United  Methodists  to 
support — contact  their  state  legislators  in 
this  endeavor  on  this  issue. 

See  Sociol  Principles.  68B. 

Add:  Delete  the  ratification  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  representation  on  p. 
569  of  current  Book  of  Resolutions. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


795-NonDis 

Subject:  Support  voting  rights 

for  the  people  of  Washington 

D.C. 

Committee  Item: 
CS129-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30156-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  46 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 3 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Whereas,  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
established  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber. 1 800,  by  an  Act  of  Congress  as  a  seat 
for  the  national  government  under  authority 
granted  to  the  Congress  by  Article  1 ,  Sec- 
tion 8.  of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  under  which 
the  Congress  has  the  power  to  "exercise  ex- 
clusive legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  such  District.  .  .";Whereas.  no  provi- 
sion for  voting  representation  in  the  Federal 
Legislature  for  the  residents  of  this  Federal 
District  was  made  in  the  Constitution  or  has 
been  made  at  any  time  since; 

Whereas,  throughout  our  nation's  his- 
tory, citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
have  given  their  undivided  allegiance  to  the 
United  States;  fighting  and  dying  in  wars, 
paying  their  full  measure  of  taxes,  and  pro- 
viding labor  and  resources  to  the  federal 
government;  and 

Whereas,  we  recognize  that  govern- 
ments derive  their  "just  Powers  from  the 
Consent  of  the  Governed"  in  order  to  secure 
the  people's  rights  "endowed  by  their  Cre- 
ator"; and 

Whereas,  the  Social  Principles  con- 
tained in  the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline state  that  the  "form  and  the  leaders 


of  all  governments  should  be  determined  by 
exercise  of  the  right  to  vote  guaranteed  to  all 
adult  citizens,"  and  further,  that  "the 
strength  of  a  political  system  depends  on  the 
fiall  and  willing  participation  of  its  citi- 
zens"; and 

Whereas,  it  has  been  the  enduring  tradi- 
tion and  history  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  from  the  time  of  Wesley  to  the 
present  day,  to  support  the  rights  of  the  indi- 
vidual, to  provide  relief  to  the  disenfran- 
chised, and  to  champion  the  equality  of  all 
persons  before  God  and  before  the  law;  and 

Whereas,  we  are  agreed  that  the  continu- 
ing disenfranchisement  of  the  citizens  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  is  an  egregious 
moral  wrong  which  must  be  rectified,  it  is 
hereby 

Resolved,  that  the  Baltimore-Washing 
ton  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  declares  its  full  support, 
on  moral  grounds,  for  the  provision  of  full 
democratic  rights  to  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  We  affirm  that  District 
citizens  are  entitled  to  political  rights  equal 
to  those  of  other  Americans,  including  vot- 
ing representation  in  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. We  call  on  the  President  and  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  to 
take  action  to  provide  congressional  repre- 
sentation to  the  citizens  of  Washington, 
D.C.  by  whatever  means  they  should  find 
suitable  and  appropriate,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  call  on  all 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  the  Bal- 
timore-Washington   Annual    Conference 
and  throughout  the  United  States,  to  support 
the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in 
this  cause.  We  call  on  the  General  Confer 
enee   United    States    members   of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  adopt  resolu 
tions  supporting  voting  representation  for 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  B.C..  and  to  en 
courage  its  members  to  call  upon  their 
elected  representatives  in  Congress  to  de- 
mand democratic  rights  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  call  on 
other  communities  of  faith,  locally  and 
throughout  the  nation,  to  join  with  us  in  ad- 
vocating for  the  provision  of  these  rights  to 
Washington.  D.C.  ,  so  that  at  last  the  citi- 
zens of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  pro- 
vided with  the  same  democratic  rights 
available  to  all  other  Americans. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


796-NonDis 

Subject:  Every  UMC  be  an 

ofricial  weapon-free  zone 

Committee  Item: 

CS130-NonDis-A 

Petition: 


3I806-CS-NonDis-O,Pg.  1267 
Membership:  120;  Present:  91; 
For:  84;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

31806CSNonDisO 

Whereas,  in  keeping  within  the  spirit  of 
Isaiah  2;4,  "God  shall  judge  between  the 

nations,  and  shall  arbitrate  for  many  peo- 
ples; they  shall  beat  their  swords 

into  plowshares,  and  their  spears  into 
pruning  hooks;  nation  shall  not  lift 

up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall 
they  learn  war  any  more;" 

Whereas,  reflecting  the  church's  tradi- 
tional role  as  a  place  of  safety  and 

sanctuary. 

Therefore,  we  petition  General  Confer- 
ence that  every  United  Methodist 

Church  be  officially  declared  a 
weapon-free  zone,  and  that  no  firearm  or 

edged  weapons  bo  allowed  in  the  place  of 
worship  and  in  any  part  of  the 

church  plant. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

797-NonDis 
Subject:  Church  support 
current  abolitionist  efforts  to 
end  slavery 

Committee  Item: 
CS131-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31813-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  1267 
Membership:  120;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

31813  CSNonDisO 

Whereas,  the  institution  of  slavery  con- 
trols the  lives  of  over  27  million  persons 
world-wide,  in  lands  including  Sudan, 
Mauritania,  India,  Pakistan,  Brazil,  and 
Thailand;  and 

Whereas,  slavery  is  a  crime  against  hu- 
manity, and  is  expressly  prohibited  by  inter- 
national law  and  a  number  of  international 
treaties;  and 

Whereas,  the  United  Nations,  the  United 
States  Congress,  the  United  States  State  De- 
partment, the  American  Anti-Slavery 
Group,  Christian  Solidarity  International, 
as  well  as  a  host  of  other  organizations, 
have  recognized  and  officially  documented 
the  current  existence  of  slavery;  and 

Whereas,  founder  of  Methodism.  John 
Wesley,  in  numerous  instances,  including  a 
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tract  entitled  "Thoughts  on  Slavery"  and 
sermon  entitled  "The  Use  of  Money,"  con- 
demned slavery  as  WTong  and  incompatible 
for  Chnst's  teachings;  and 

Whereas,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
regards  the  institution  of  slavery  as  an  "infa- 
mous evil"  and  recognizing  that  "All  forms 
of  enslavement  are  totally  prohibited  and 
shall  no  way  be  tolerated  by  the  Church" 
{Book  of  Discipline,  68. A);  and 

Whereas,  the  General  Board  on  Global 
Ministries,  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Sudan  Emergency 
campaign,  as  well  as  other  United  Method- 
ist organizations,  has  worked  to  aid  en- 
slaved and  freed  slaves;  and 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  officially  support  mod- 
em doy  abolitionist  efforts  to  end  slavery. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  actively  champion 
anti-slavery  efforts  by  petitioning  the 
United  Nations,  United  States  Congress  and 
State  Department,  and  the  legislative  bodies 
of  all  countries  in  which  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  has  an  organized  ecclesiasti- 
cal structure,  to  demand  the  freeing  of  all 
modem-day  slaves. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  petition  the  United  Na- 
tions and  the  United  States  Congress  and 
State  Department  to  bring  down  the  re- 
gimes of  abolish  slavery  through  the  use  of 
nonmilitary  options  such  as  negotiations 
and  sanctions;  and 

Be  It  further  resolved,  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  officially  support 
stoclc'mutual  fund  divestment  campaigns 
that  urge  people  to  remove  funds  from  orga- 
nizations whose  actions  contribute  to  slav- 
ery's existence. 

Be  It  further  resolved,  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  inform  all  members  of 
the  Church,  via  news  publications  and  other 
communication  channels  of  the 
connectional  system,  that  slavery  currently 
exists  and  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  ofTicially  opposes  its  existence. 

Be  It  further  resolved,  that  this  document 
be  sent  to  the  Secretary-General  of  the 
United  Nations,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  United  States  Congress,  and  the 
legislative  bodies  of  countnes  in  which  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  an  estab- 
lished ecclesiastical  structure. 

[ )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  D»le   / 


798-NonDis 

Subject:  Being  the  church  amid 

disagreement 

Committee  Item: 
CS132-NonDis-A 


Petition: 

30306-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1379 
Membership:  120;  Present:  91; 
For:  86;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Insert  new  item  before  "1.  Begin  shar- 
ing w  here  we  agree."  and  insert  new  item 
following  11.  "Utilize  resources  ...  dis- 
agreement."in  section  entitled  Ministry 
of  Mindfulness 

To  the  people  called  United  Methodists, 
with  the  hope  that,  through  prayer  and  holy 
conferencing,  we  will  engage  each  other  in 
love  and  grace  as  we  deal  with  issues  upon 
which  we  disagree: 

As  a  Church  facing  a  new  millennium 
we  continue  to  disagree,  sometimes  bit- 
terly. Important  biblical,  theological  and 
scientific  questions  remain  in  dispute 
among  persons  of  good  will.  This  has  been 
true  on  many  issues  throughout  the  history 
of  our  denomination.  Called  as  United 
Methodists  to  be  vigilant  on  issues  of  inclu- 
siveness,  we  urge  the  Church  to  pause  in  re- 
flection on  the  process  of  disagreement. 
What  hopes  would  we  lift  up  for  our  own 
denomination? 

When  we  engage  in  deeply  felt  struggle 
for  the  truth,  emotions  run  high.  Our  human 
nature  moves  us  to  yearn  for  "victory"  -for 
winning  the  debate,  making  judgment  in 
hopes  it  will  settle  the  controversy  that 
causes  us  discomfort  and  pain  as  a  commu- 
nity. The  "meaning"  of  any  communication 
has  two  parts:  the  content,  ideas,  or  position 
on  the  issue,  and  the  feelings  we  have  about 
those  ideas.  In  prolonged  disagreement,  we 
may  find  ourselves  stepping  on  the  feelings 
of  others  in  our  urgency  to  find  the  true, 
winning  position.  We  remind  ourselves  as  a 
community  of  faith  to  remember  who  we 
are,  what  both  civil  and  religious  communi- 
ties perceive  about  us  in  our  discord,  and 
what  we  have  called  ourselves  to  be  as  a 
Church. 

Biblical  and  theological  reflections  and 
a  Parable  for  our  Time 

In  "The  Ministry  of  all  Christians,"  par. 
1 17,  we  hold  ourselves  accountable  to  this 
call: 

"We  recognize  that  God  made  all  cre- 
ation and  saw  that  it  was  good.  As  a  diverse 
people  of  God  who  bnng  special  gifU  and 
evidences  of  God's  grace  to  the  unity  of  the 
Church  and  to  society,  we  are  called  to  be . 
faithful  to  the  example  of  Jesus'  ministry  to 
all  persons." 

We  can  heed  this  call  to  value  all  of 
God's  creation  as  good,  and  all  of  God's 
children  capable  of  bnnging  special  gifU  to 
our  Church  and  to  society.  These  special 


gifts  can  be  gifls  of  engaged  listening, 
careful  feedback  dunng  disagreement,  and 
suspension  of  judgement  and  retnbution. 
The  diverse  people  of  God  are  indeed  that  - 
diverse.  We  do  not  always  agree.  But  if  we 
heed  this  call  to  value  all  of  God's  creation, 
we  show  our  world  how  to  disagree  in  re- 
markable and  loving  ways. 

Jesus  shared  a  parable  that  speaks  power- 
fully to  our  time.  In  the  parable  of  the  wheat 
and  the  weeds  (Matt.  1 3:24-30),  he  shares  a 
story  about  difference,  discord,  and  judg- 
ment that  becomes  a  parable  of  grace.  When 
asked  if  the  weeds  should  not  be  culled  from 
the  wheat  field,  the  householder  claimed  the 
responsibility  to  judge  what  would  happen 
to  the  weeds  when  the  harvest  came.  The 
householder  did  not  dispute  that  there  were 
weeds  in  the  fields,  but  the  judgment  of 
which  were  weeds  and  what  would  happen 
to  them  was  the  householder's  to  make.  The 
householder  refuses  to  judge  at  the  begin- 
ning. This  is  a  story  about  rushing  to  judg- 
ment, and  Jesus  shares  a  caution  based  on 
our  human  nature  to  take  action  on  assump- 
tions that  may  or  may  not  be  true.  When 
separation  is  graciously  postponed,  what  is 
perceived  as  weed  may  be  found  to  be 
wheat  indeed! 

The  reign  of  God  as  we  know  it  now,  as 
we  experience  it,  as  we  try  to  be  faithful 
within  it,  is  not  precise  and  neat  and  orderly. 
This  imprecision  comes  as  a  grace  to  us. 
First  of  all,  it  frees  us  from  the  building  of 
walls  that  exclude  and  efforts  to  have  a 
"pure"  community.  Surely  careful  thought 
must  be  given  to  the  articulation  of  Chns- 
tian  doctrine  and  the  exposition  of  Christian 
behavior.  But  the  grace  of  imprecision  al- 
lows us  to  keep  those  who  differ  with  us 
within  the  concern  and  the  care  of  God. 

Secondly,  strengthened  and  guided  by 
the  grace  of  God,  sovee  us  from  having  to 
make  the  judgments  that  are  beyond  our 
oompctcnoc.  We  we  must  make  our  own 
prayerful  decisions  about  good  and  evil, 
about  right  and  wrong  as  clearly  as  possible. 
But  the  ultimate  judgment  upon  others  and 
upon  ourselves  is  not  ours  to  make.  Only 
God  can  make  such  judgments,  and  in  due 
course  this  will  be  done.  In  the  meantime, 
we  must  be  more  patient  with  one  another. 
Because  we  do  not  have  to  sort  out  now  who 
is  and  who  is  not  within  the  reign  of  God,  we 
can  live  with  openness  and  freedom  toward 
others.  We  must  not  separate  ourselves 
from  those  who  sec  things  differently.  This 
is  a  parable  about  grace  and  about  being 
faithful  in  living  it. 

How  shall  we  disagree? 

In  every  community,  there  will  be  con- 
flict and  differences  of  opinion,  some  quite 
strongly  held.  How  we  disagree,  more  so 
than  which  position  prevails,  has  a  powerful 
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impact  on  many  audiences.  As  caring 
Christians,  we  carry  responsibility  for  this 
impact  whether  or  not  we  are  aware  of  it. 
These  are  some  of  those  audiences  watch- 
ing how  we  Christians  disagree,  argue,  and 
debate  together: 

young  people,  our  youth  and  children 
who  watch  us  as  role  models  for  their  lives, 

our  local  congregations  looking  for  wis- 
dom and  guidance  in  their  ministry, 

leaders  of  our  nations  and  local  commu- 
nities worldwide, 

those  about  whom  we  debate,  for  most 
discord  is  rooted  in  experiences  of  human 
lives, 

even  the  extreme  example  of  less  scru- 
pulous, even  reckless  persons  who  may  use 
our 

protestations  and  the  invisible  atmo- 
sphere our  discord  creates  to  justify  their 
acts  of  violence. 

Power  of  a  discerning  question 

In  the  midst  of  engaged  debate,  our  abil- 
ity to  listen  to  one  another  can  weaken.  True 
listening,  hearing  feelings  as  well  as  ideas, 
can  be  enhanced  when  we  can  focus  for  a 
time  on  questions  that  help  us  discern  one 
another's  positions  on  matters  of  impor- 
tance. Questions  that 

might  help  us  do  this  are: 

1 .  How  shall  we  agree  to  treat  one  an- 
other while  we  disagree? 

2.  How  can  we  show  hospitality  to  one 
another  while  we  disagree? 

3.  What  hopes  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  do  we  have  in  common? 

4.  When  confronting  divisive  issues 
along  which  hard  lines  have  been  drawn, 
can  we  temporarily  suspend  decision-mak- 
ing in  order,  through  prayer,  silence  and 
study,  to  discern  the  appropriate  response 
for  these  times? 

5.  How  can  we  use  this  period  of  discern- 
ment to  deepen  our  understanding  of  all  po- 
sitions on  the  issue? 

6.  Until  we  can  agree  on  a  resolution,  can 
we  agree  to  suspend  motions,  decisions, 
policy  development  that  will  assert  one  po- 
sition over  the  other? 

7.  How  could  we  use  this  time  of  sus- 
pended judgment  to  deepen  our  understand- 
ing of  all  positions  on  the  issue? 

8.  What  are  the  positive  and  negative  ef- 
fects of  our  disagreement  on  our  congrega- 
tions, our  members,  our  clergy  and  laity, 
and  on  the  communities  where  we  serve? 

9.  What  action  as  a  community  of  faith 
should  we  take  in  light  of  these  effects? 

1 0.  What  would  we  like  the  nature  of  our 
community    in    The    United    Methodist 


Church  to  be  when  this  issue  that  divides  us 
is  finally  resolved? 

Ministry  of  Mindfulness 

Local  congregations,  study  groups,  cabi- 
nets, clusters  and  districts,  annual,  central 
and  General  Conferences  can  be  holy  and 
hopeful  places  of  discord.  Regardless  of  our 
positions  on  controversial  issues,  we  can 
practice  a  ministry  of  mindfulness  of  the 
impact  of  our  discord.  Some  strategies  may 
be  helpful  in  these  settings: 

Begin  by  sharing  and  studying  rele- 
vant scripture,  as  scripture  is  our  pri- 
mary authority,  and  also  consulting 
additional  aspects  of  the  Wesleyan  quad- 
rilateral —  tradition,  reason,  and  experi- 
ence. 

I .  Begin  sharing  where  we  agree. 

2.  Remember  to  honor  our  relationships 
to  each  other  as  children  of  God.  09  wede- 

3.  Practice  the  art  of  "feedback"  -  true 
feedback  in  which  many  positions  are 
shared  and  heard,  and  repeated  back. 

4.  Place  emphasis  on  the  "spiritual  disci- 
pline of  true  listening"  -  attending  and  lis- 
tening for  the  feelings  of  the  others  as  well 
as  their  ideas. 

5.  Use  facilitators  to  maintain  safe  spaces 
for  difficult  feelings  and  ideas  to  be  shared. 

6.  Address  the  issues.  In  the  absence  of 
consensus,  share  clearly  and  candidly  what 
we  are  willing  to  risk  for  the  sake  of  justice 
and  compassion. 

7.  Be  mindful  not  to  attack  the  messenger 
when  discussing  the  message. 

8.  Use  principles  of  mediation,  focusing 
on  interests  (what  we  would  like  to  happen, 
how  we  would  envision  things  to  be)  rather 
than  the  positions  or  stands  we  take  to  get 
there. 

9.  Speak  faithful  hope  for  the  possibility 
of  future  reconciliation  and  resolution. 
What  will  it  be  like  when  we  are  through 
this  discord? 

10.  Practice  "holy  conferencing"  -  infus- 
ing debate  and  dialogue  with  prayer,  si- 
lence, and  more  prayer.  Pray  for  each  other, 
for  our  church,  for  future  possibilities,  for 
hope,  and  for  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as 
we  move  through  discord. 

II.  Utilize  resources  available  to  our 
groups,  congregations,  conferences  and 
agencies  to  strengthen  our  sense  of  commu- 
nity, especially  in  disagreement 

1 2.  Pray  for  and  practice  the  discipline 
of  patience.  Forging  new  understand- 
ings and  agreements  will  take  intentional 
effort 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


799-R297 

Subject:  Housing,  in  the  USA 

Committee  Item:  CS133-R297-C 
Petition: 

30560-CS-R297-U,  Pg.  115 
Membership:  120;  Present:  91; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  19; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rencc. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


800-NonDis 

Subject:  U.S.  role  in  Colombia 

Committee  Item: 
CS137-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31953-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  1651 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/8 

TTie  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

For  many  years  the  nation  of  Co- 
lombia has  suffered  from  internal 
conflict  caused  in  part  by  the  United 
States-sponsored  "war  on  drugs." 
Large  areas  of  land  have  been  ren- 
dered unusable  and  crops  destroyed 
by  indiscriminate  spraying  of 
chemicals  intended  to  destroy  coca 
plants. 

The  land  rights  of  indigenous  peoples 
have  been  violated  by  Colombian  and 
American  corporations  exploring  and  drill- 
ing for  oil  in  rain  forests. 

Paramilitary  death  squads  that  receive 
support  from  the  Untied  States  spread  fear 
among  the  Colombian  people.  Internal 
civil  war  has  left  1.4  million  internally 
displaced  people  in  Colombia. 

The  war  against  drugs  has  not  succeeded 
in  curbing  the  production  and  export  of 
drugs  from  Colombia.  Instead,  it  has  cre- 
ated sharp  political  and  military  divisions  in 
that  country. 

The  present  policy  of  the  Untied  States 
has  only  exacerbated  the  basic  problem  in 
Colombia  which  is  poverty. 

Therefore,  the  Untied  Methodist  Chureh 
urges  the  Untied  States  government  to: 

Stop  all  current  and  future  United  States 
military  aid  to  Colombia 

Support  negotiations  between  the  Co-  m 
lombian  government  and  the  guerrillas  to  m 
end  the  civil  war. 

Divert  fiinds  used  for  DEA  military 
raids  and  crop  fumigation  to  provide  viable 
economic  alternatives  to  coca  production. 
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Support  indigenous  peoples'  rights  to 
self-determination  and  control  over  re- 
source sin  their  tradition  homelands. 

( )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


801-NonDis 

Subject:  Close  the  US  Array 

School  of  the  Americas 

Committee  Item; 
CS138-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30528-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  50 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

The  United  Methodist  Church  calls  upon 
the  US  President  and  the  US  Congress  to 
close  the  US  Army  School  of  the  Americas 
(SOA)  at  Ft.  Benning,  Georgia. 

History 

The  SOA  was  established  by  the  US  in 
1946  in  Panama  to  promote  stability  and 
combat  communism  in  the  region.  It  moved 
to  Ft.  Benning,  Georgia  in  1 984  under  terms 
of  the  Panama  Canal  Treaty.  Panama's 
President  Jorge  Illueca  called  it  the  "biggest 
base  for  destabilization  in  Latin  America," 
and  a  major  Panamanian  newspaper  called 
it  "The  School  of  the  Assassins."  The 
School  trains  900-2,000  soldiers  a  year 
from  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean.  In 
its  50-year  history,  the  SOA  has  trained 
more  than  60,000  military  personnel. 

Controversy  about  the  School  continued 
with  the  release  in  March  1993,  of  the 
United  Nations  Truth  Commission  Report 
on  El  Salvador.  This  report  indicated  that  48 
military  officers  cited  for  human  rights  vio- 
lations were  trained  at  the  SOA.  Other  find- 
ings in  the  report  about  SOA  graduates: 

-19  of  the  26  officers  involved  in  the 
1989  murders  of  Jesuit  pnests  and  the  sub- 
sequent cover-up; 

-  2  of  the  three  soldiers  involved  in  the 
1 980  murder  of  Archbishop  Oscar  Romero; 

-  3  of  the  five  soldiers  involved  in  the 
1980  murder  of  US  church  women; 

-  all  three  soldiers  cited  for  the  1 98 1  mur- 
der of  union  leaders; 

■  2  of  3  cited  for  the  1981  El  Junquillo 
massacre; 

-  10  of  12  cited  for  the  1981  El  Mozote 
massacre; 

-  3  of6  cited  for  the  1983  Las  Hojas  mas- 
sacre; and 

-  6  of  7  cited  for  the  1988  San  Sebastian 
massacre. 


In  September  1996,  the  Department  of 
Defense  (DoD)  released  copies  and  transla- 
tions of  seven  Spanish-language  training 
manuals  taken  out  of  circulation  in  1991 
when  the  DoD  discovered  material  and  pas- 
sages condoning  murder,  torture,  kidnaping 
and  extortion.  According  to  the  DoD,  the 
manuals  had  been  used  from  1982  to  1991 
by  instructors  at  the  SOA  and  by  mobile 
training  teams  of  the  US  Southern  Com- 
mand. The  material  in  these  manuals  vio- 
lated US  law.  The  DoD  ordered  the 
manuals  and  their  source  material  de- 
stroyed. 

US  Foreign  Policy  Context 

According  to  Jeffrey  Davidow,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  Inter-American  Af- 
fairs, US  foreign  policy  objectives  for  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  are:  to  promote 
free  trade  and  economic  integration  in  order 
to  enhance  economic  development  and  as- 
sist American  business;  to  strengthen  de- 
mocracy and  the  rule  of  law  to  ensure  that 
the  values  and  principles  that  have 

guided  the  US  thrive  throughout  the 
hemisphere;  to  combat  drug  trafficking,  mi- 
grant smuggling  and  environmental  degra- 
dation to  minimize  the  impact  of  these 
transnational  problems;  and  to  encourage 
sustainable  development  and  poverty  alle- 
viation programs  to  improve  living  stan- 
dards for  all  citizens  of  the  region 
(testimony  by  Jeffrey  Davidow  before  the 
House  International  Relations  Committee, 
Subcommittee  on  Western  Hemisphere, 
3/19/97). 

Davidow  also  stated  that,  "Disparities  in 
income,  inadequate  health  and  education, 
fragile  democracies  and  the  narcotics  trade 
create  conditions  of  tremendous  cost  and 
risk  to  US  national  interests."  The  two  Sum- 
mits of  the  Americas  (Miami,  1994  and 
Santiago,  1998)  put  forward  the  vision  of  a 
hemisphere  of  free  trade,  strong  democratic 
institutions,  and  fewer  problems  with 
drugs,  environmental  degradation  and  pov- 
erty. But  the  reality  is  that  US  assistance  to 
the  region  is  at  an  all-time  low. 

The  SOA  is  not  the  kind  of  assistance 
Latin  America  needs.  The  School's  onginal 
goal  of  fighting  communism  in  the  region  is 
not  valid.  The  real  security  "threat"  to  the 
US  fit)m  Latin  America  is  the  poverty  that 
exists  there,  forcing  people  to  migrate  to  al- 
ready overcrowded  cities,  or  further  north. 
Faced  with  starvation,  some  Latin  Ameri- 
can people  have  become  involved  in  the 
drug  trade. 

US  foreign  policy  objectives  do  not  take 
into  consideration  the  needs  of  the  people  of 
Latin  Amenca.  Where  they  appear  lo  do  so, 
these  objectives  in  practice  contradict  each 
other.  Through  our  continued  military  train- 
ing in  Latin  Amenca,  we  have  maintained  a 


relationship  of  control  and  obligation  to  the 
power  elite.  We  have  traded  our  focus  on 
fighting  communism  to  free  trade  and  eco- 
nomic expansion.  Access  to  resources  has 
been  restricted  to  the  few  business,  govern- 
ment and  military  elite.  This  reality  has  kept 
most  of  the  Latin  Amencan  population  in 
poverty.  Most  of  the  people  do  not  see  the 
benefits  of  free  trade  and  economic  devel- 
opment. Military  rulers  and  rulers  sup- 
fKsrted  by  the  military  have  prevailed  at  the 
expense  of  human  rights  and  freedoms. 

Expanding  the  principles  which  have 
guided  the  US  may  not  be  greeted  warmly 
by  the  people  of  Latin  America.  Continuing 
to  favor  military  institutions  over  demo- 
cratic movements  is  not  the  route  to  sustain- 
able communities  in  Latin  America.  The 
principles  which  result  in  our  policy  have 
led  to  the  oppression  and  suffering  of  many 
people  in  Latin  America.  If  given  a  choice, 
many  citizens  in  Latin  America  would 
probably  opt  for  the  prevalence  of  their  own 
rich  culture,  allowed  to  flourish  unimpeded 
by  selfish,  outside  interests,  and  not  for  an 
imported  version  of  what  the  US  has  de- 
cided is  best  for  them.  As  Christians,  we 
cannot  support  such  condescension.  The 
United  Methodist  Bishops  have  stated,  "It  is 
not  the  function  of  Christian  witness  to 
"westernize,"  "eastemize,"  "Americanize," 
or  in  other  ways  acculturate  human  atti- 
tudes and  responses.  It  is  the  function  of  the 
Christian  to  bring  the  fiill  dimensions  of  a 
gospel  of  love  and  justice  to  bear  upon  the 
human  situation."  An  enemy  of  peace,  as 
outlined  by  the  Bishops,  is  economic  ex- 
ploitation. "With  networks  of  economic  and 
military  interests  intruding  into  almost  ev- 
ery land,  (the  "superpowers")  frustrate  au- 
thentic self-determination,  manipulate 
power  relationships,  and  disturb  the  essen- 
tial ingredients  of  international  commu- 
nity." (Both  quoted  statements  are  frt)m  the 
"Bishops'  Call  for  Peace  and  Self-Develop- 
ment of  Peoples.") 

The  government's  most  recent  justifica- 
tion for  the  SOA  is  to  train  soldiers  to  com- 
bat narco-terrorism  in  Latin  America.  This 
allows  the  SOA  to  accuse  its  opponents  of 
being  "soft"  on  fighting  the  international 
drug  trade. This  sudden  shift  in  public  rela- 
tions strategy  has  occurred  at  a  time  when 
some  Latin  Amencan  military  officers 
training  at  the  School  have  been  accused  of 
laundenng  drug  money  and  participating  in 
the  drug  trade. 

Closing  the  SOA  may  seem  like  a  small 
step  in  the  overall  US  foreign  policy 
scheme,  bui  it  is  an  important  symbol  of  US 
policy  toward  Latin  Amenca.  Closing  the 
School  would  send  a  message  to  the  people 
of  Latm  Amenca  and  encourage  the  emer- 
gence of  policies  that  create  real  secunty  in 
the  region.  At  ■  time  when  we  are  looking 
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for  real  assistance  for  Latin  America,  the 
SOA  should  not  be  seen  as  a  substitute  for 
that. 

The  SOA  claima  thot  Though  the  per- 
centage ofits  students  who  have  been  impli- 
cated in  atrocities  is  small.  The  question 
must  not  be  what  number  or  percentage  of 
SOA  trained  soldiers  have  been  involved  in 
atrocities,  but  how  people  have  been  vic- 
timized by  SOA  trained  soldiers.  The  ques- 
tion must  be  how  to  best  use  limited  natural, 
economic  and  human  resources  to  create 
real  security  in  the  hemisphere.  US  foreign 
policy  must  be  guided  by  an  ethic  that  is 
based  on  long-range  objectives  and  real  se- 
curity. Advancing  policies  that  continue  to 
impoverish  most  Latin  American  citizens, 
or  even  maintaining  the  status  quo  is  unac- 
ceptable to  us  as  Christians.  From  a  security 
and  foreign  policy  standpoint  they  don't 
make  sense  either.  Establishing  acceptable 
living  conditions  for  all  the  people  of  the 
Americas  should  be  our  goal.  The  SOA  is 
not  a  means  to  that  end.  As  the  United 
Methodist  Bishops  stated  in  the  1992  Epis- 
copal Address; 

"Peacemakers  of  the  world  must  insist 
that  the  arms  trade  and  all  military  assis- 
tance programs  for  poor  nations  must  cease 
. . .  The  common  enemy  of  humanity  is  mil- 
itarism . . .  We  will  have  no  peace  on  or  with 
the  earth  until  the  people  of  the  earth  live  to- 
gether in  the  harmony  of  a  just  social  or- 
der." 
Action: 

Based  on  our  historical  advocacy  for  hu- 
man rights  and  against  the  militarization  of 
societies.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
urges  the  US  President  and  the  Congress  to 
act  immediately  to  close  the  US  Army 
School  of  the  Americas  at  Ft.  Benning, 
Georgia.  The  $20  million  in  funding  pro- 
vided to  the  School  annually  should  be  used 
to  support  sustainable  living  and  conflict 
resolution  in  Latin  America,  not  to  further 
militarize  societies. 

We  urge  all  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  to  work  actively  to  close  the 
School 

of  the  Americas  and  to  educate  and  in- 
form others  about  closing  the  School. 
United  Methodists  are  encouraged  to  con- 
tact the  President,  their  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives to  support  legislation  to  close  the 
School. 

(  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


802-R680 

Subject:  Understanding 

globality  in  the  UM  tradition 

Committee  Item:  CS139-R680-C 
Petition: 
30542-CS-R680-U,  Pg.  156 


Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


803-R658 

Subject:  UMC  and  peace 

Committee  Item:  CS140-R658-C 
Petition: 

30526-CS-R658-U,  Pg.  152 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


804-NonDis 

Subject:  Enlarge  U.S.  pres. 

cabinet  to  include  a  Sec'ty  of 

Peace 

Committee  Item: 
CS142-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
30694-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  86 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


805-R556 

Subject:  Abolishing  nuclear 

weapons  is  a  matter  of  human 

rights 

Committee  Item:  CS143-R556-C 
Petition: 

30617-CS-R556-U,Pg.  146 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


806-NonDis 

Subject:  Receive  guidelines  for 
ministering  to  Mormons  who 
seek  to  become  UM 

Committee  Item:  DI93-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
304I9-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  300 
Membership:  109;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 


Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Whereas,  there  is  a  perceived  an  ex- 
pressed need  on  the  part  of  United  Method- 
ists for  more  clarity  on  the  issues 
surrounding  the  reception  of  people  bap- 
tized in  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints  (Mormons)  who  seek  to 
become  members  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church;  and 

Whereas,  there  are  varying  practices  in 
United  Methodist  churches  in  such  in- 
stances, some  not  recognizing  the  Lat- 
ter-day Saints'  baptism,  and  so  baptizing 
them;  and  some  recognizing  the  baptism, 
and  so  receiving  them  as  baptized  Chris- 
tians; and 

Whereas,  United  Methodists  seek  to  act 
in  ways  that  are  faithful,  compassionate, 
and  just  in  relationship  to  other  faith  tradi- 
tions, extending  hospitality  toward  all  and 
charity  toward  those  whose  faith  and  prac- 
tice differ  from  ours; 

Therefore,  while  our  denomination 
must  continue  to  seek  further  clarity  on  is- 
sues of  our  own  faith,  we  have  enough 
clarity  to  take  steps  toward  establishing  a 
policy  for  the  United  Methodist  Church  re- 
garding the  reception  of  those  converting 
from  the  LDS  Church.  It  is  our  recom- 
mendation that  following  a  period  ofcate- 
chesis  (a  time  of  intensive  exploration  and 
instruction  in  the  Christian  faith),  such  a 
convert  should  receive  the  sacrament  of 
Christian  baptism. 

We,  further,  petition  the  2000  General 
Conference  to  receive  Sacramental  Faith- 
fulness: Guidelines  for  Receiving  People 
From  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints  (Mormons),  found  on  pages 
215  to  223  of  the  Advance  Edition  of  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  Volume  1,  Sec- 
tion I ,  with  the  following  changes  as  a  study 
resource  and  guideline  for  pastors  and  con- 
gregations who  face  the  challenge  of  re- 
ceiving former  Mormons  who  seek  to 
become  United  Methodist; 

on  page  222  top  of  page,  lef\  column,  be- 
ginning with  the  end  of  line  2;  change  the 
paragraph  to  read  "United  Mcthodiom 
should  declore  that  The  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  by  self-defini- 
tion,does  not  fit  within  the  bounds  of  the 
historic,  apostolic  tradition  of  Christian 
faith.  This  conclusion  is  supported  by  the 
fact  that  the  LDS  Church  itself  while  call- 
ing itself  Christian,  explicitly  professes  a 
distinction  and  separateness  from  the  ecu- 
menical community  and  is  intentional  about 
clarifying  significant  differences  in  doc- 
trine. As  United  Methodists  we  agree 
with   their   assessment    that   the   LDS 
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Church  is  not  a  part  ofthe  historic,  apos- 
tolic tradition  or  the  Christian  faith." 

We  also  petition  the  2000  General  Con- 
lercnce  to  authorize  the  General  Board  of 
Disciplcship  to  provide  resources  in  accor- 
dance with  the  Sacramental  Faithfulness: 
Guidelines  for  Receiving  People  From  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  (Mormon),  to  the  Church  to  guide 
pastors  and  congregations  to  receive  former 
Latter-day  Saints  (Mormons)  who  seek  to 
become  United  Methodists  in  ways  that  are 
faithful  to  our  United  Methodist  heritage 

1 1  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


807-NonDis 

Subject:  Christian  helpers  on 

the  Internet 

Committee  Item: 
DIlOl-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31844-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1274 
Membership:  109;  Present:  81; 
For:  79;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  strike  the  peti- 
tion and  replace  with: 

Whereas  there  is  a  need  for  a  "seeker's 
link"  on  the  ofTiclal  United  Methodist 
website. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  a  new 
M eb  page  on  the  GBOD  website,  designed 
and  monitored  by  GBOD,  would  provide 
spiritual  guidance  for  those  seeking 
knowledge  of  and  a  relationship  with,  or 
belief  in  Jesus  Christ;  that  this  guidance 
may  include  scriptural  references,  infor- 
mation concerning  study  guides  and 
prayer  resources,  and  a  list  of  possible 
contacts  (E-mail,  phone,  etc.)  For  seekers 
in  their  home  area;  and  that  this  web 
page  be  directly  linked  to  the  ofTiclal 
United  Methodist  Church  website. 

I  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


808-NonDis 

Subject:  Develop  a  Service  of 
Reaffirmation  of  Baptismal  and 
Ordination  Vows 

Committee  Item: 
Dll03-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31699-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  303 
Membership:  109;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Replace  peti- 
tion with  attached  amendment: 


Whereas  there  is  a  need  for  worship 
resources  for  the  reafTirmation  of  ordi- 
nation vows,  we  therefore  suggest  that 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  de- 
velop these  resources. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


809-NonDis 

Subject:  Adopt  Korean-English 

bilingual  hymnal  as  official 

resource 

Committee  Item: 
DI106-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30421-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  456 
Membership:  109;  Present:  68; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

810-NonDis 

Subject:  Support  petition  of 
GBOD  for  Korean-English 
bilingual  hymnal  as  official 
UMC  resource 
Committee  Item: 
DIllO-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30483-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  457 
Membership:  109;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


811-NonDis 

Subject:  Reports  presented  with 

other  general  agencies 

Committee  Item:  FA47-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30714-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  362 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  CofKurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


812-NonDis 

Subject:  Condition  of  the 

agencies  of  the  Church/internal 

control/internal  audit 

perspective 

Committee  Item:  FA52-NonDis-C 

Petition: 


30709-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  348 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


813-NonDis 

Subject:  DCOR/DBV  payment 

options 

Committee  Item:  FA79-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

313I6-FA-NonDis-0,Pg.  1324 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


814-NonDis 

Subject:  Increase  in  MPP 

cash-out  amount  for  deceased 

participants 

Committee  Item:  FA80-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

3131 5-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1 324 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommeivls  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


815-NonDis 

Subject:  Increase  in  the  MPP 

cash-out  amount 

Committee  Item:  FA81-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

3 1 3 14-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1 324 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


816-NonDis 

Subject:  Change  of  the  MPP 

waiver  notice 

Committee  Item:  FA82-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31313-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1324 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 
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The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


817-NonDis 

Subject:  Increase  in  the  MPP 

waiver  election  period 

Committee  Item:  FA83-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31312-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1314 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

818-NonDis 

Subject:  Revision  of  the  MPP 

cash-out  provisions 

Committee  Item:  FA84-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31311-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1314 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


819-NonDis 

Subject:  Expansion  of  disability 

eligibility  in  the  MPP 

Committee  Item:  FA85-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31310-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1323 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

820-NonDis 

Subject:  MPP  contributions 

Committee  Item:  FA86-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31309-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1323 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  76;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 


821-NonDis 

Subject:  Clarification  of  MPP 

contribution  deadline 

Committee  Item:  FA87-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31308-FA-NonDis-O,Pg.  1323 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

822-NonDis 

Subject:  Elminate  monthly 

contribution  requirement  in 

MPP 

Committee  Item:  FA88-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31307-FA-NonDis-O,Pg.  1323 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

823-NonDis 

Subject:  Amend  Definition  of 

compensation  in  the  MPP 

Committee  Item:  FA90-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31306-FA-NonDis-O,Pg.  1323 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  77;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Effective  January  1,  300+  2002,  amend 
section  2.1 1... 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


824-NonDis 

Subject:  Set  tithing  as  a  goal  for 

everyone  in  UMC 

Committee  Item: 
FA126-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30154-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  454 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 


( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


825-NonDis 

Subject:  Clergy  compensation 
packages  be  aoove  national 
poverty  level 

Committee  Item: 
FA127-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
30076-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  453 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


826-NonDis 

Subject:  Clarification  of  staff 
retirement  benefits  program 
waiver  notice  provision 

Committee  Item: 
FA153-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31323-FA-NonDis-0,Pg.  1327 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


827-NonDis 

Subject:  Eliminate  one-year 
break  in  service  requirement 
concerning  cash-out  in  staff 
retirement  benefits 
Committee  Item: 
FA154-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
31324-FA-NonDis-0,Pg.  1327 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  the  following  to  Petition  Numbered 
31324: 

Effective  January  1 ,  200 1 ,  amend  section 
504d.  to  read: 

If  the  present  value  of  the  Participant's 
Account  is  equal  to  or  less  than  $30055,000, 
the  Administrator  may  direct  the  Trustee  to 
distribute  the  full  amount  to  the  Participant 

without  the  consent  of  the  Participant  or 
his/her  spouse. 

Effective  January  1 ,  200 1 ,  amend  section 
5.05b.(3)toread:  j 

Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Sec-  ! 
tion  5.05b(l)  or  Section  5.05b(2),  if  the  j 
present 
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value  of  ■  deceased  Participant's  Ac- 
count is  equal  to  or  less  than  ^34005,000  at 
the  time 

of  his/her  death,  the  Administrator  may 
direct  the  Tnistee  to  distribute  the  full 
amount  to 

the  Participant's  Beneficiary  without  the 
consent  of  the  Beneficiary. 

( ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nooconcuntnce  Dale   / 


828-NonDis 

Subject:  Increase  in  stafT 
retirement  benefits  program 
waiver  election  period 

Conunittee  Item: 
FA155-NonDis-C 
Petition; 

31322-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1327 
Memt)ershjp:  97;  Present  80; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


829-NonDis 

Subject:  Providing  disabled 
individuals  access  to  funds  in  the 
staff  retirement  benefits 
program 
Committee  Item: 
FA157-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31320-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1326 
Membership:  97;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


830-NonDis 

Subject:  Clarify  staff  retirement 

benefits  program  contribution 

deadline 

Committee  Item: 
FA158-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31319-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1326 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


831-NonDis 

Subject:  Elminate  waiting 
period  for  participating  in  the 
staff  retirement  benefits 
program 
Committee  Item: 
FA159-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
31318-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1325 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


832-NonDis 

Subject:  Amend  definition  of 
compensation  in  the  staff 
retirement  benefits  program 

Committee  Item: 
FA160-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31317-FA-NonDis-0,Pg.  1325 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[]  Concurrence  [)  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


833-R462 

Subject:  Investment  ethics 

Committee  Item:  FA162-R462-C 
Petition: 

31289-FA-R462-U,Pg.  469 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  7.6;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


834-NonDis 

Subject:  GBPHB  examine  its 
policies  re  employer  contrib.  to 
employee's  acct 

Committee  Item: 
FA167-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31753-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  469 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommeiKls   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dau   / 


835-NonDis 
Subject:  Amendment  of 
distribution  of  funds  from  the 
general  agency  benefit  trust 

Committee  Item: 
FA192-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31926-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1327 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  84;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

836-NonDis 

Subject:  Living  into  the  Future 

Committee  Item:  GJ63-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31967-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1686 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  79;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends 
concurrence  as  amended  as  fol- 
Iows:Delete  the  entirety  of  the  ex- 
isting text  and  replace  with  the 
following: 

We  commend  to  The  United  Methodi&t 
Church  at  all  levels  the  following 
transformational  directions.  These  central 
ideas  are  at  the  heart  of  the  needed  change  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

1 .  Center  on  Christian  formation. 

2.  Call  forth  covenant  leadership. 

3.  Empower  the  connection  for  ministry. 

4.  Strengthen  our  global  connection  and 
ecumenical  relationships. 

5.  Encourage  doctrinal  and  theological 
discourse. 

These  valuable  principles  and  ideas  need 
to  be  brought  to  life  at  every  level  of  the 
UMC  over  the  next  quadrcnnium.  Each  or- 
ganizational level  of  the  church  from  the  lo- 
cal congregation  through  all  levels  of  the 
general  church  should  begin  to  live  out 
these  transformational  directions. 

To  guide  us  this  way  the  General  Confer- 
ence charges  the  General  Council  on  Minis- 
tries: 

1 . )  To  work  with  the  church  in  discerning 
God's  will  for  its  work  and  living  as  biblical 
people  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition  through  a 
style  of  leadership  that  is  collegial.  coopera- 
tive, inclusive,  and  actively  practices  hospi- 
tality. 

2.)  To  model  the  articulation  of  a  clear 
and  compelling  ministry  vision  through  a 
holistic  process  that  focuses  the  work  of  all 
the  parts. 
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3.)  To  determine  the  most  effective  de- 
sign for  the  work  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

'Developing  specific  ways  for  agen- 
cies to  integrate  their  work  for  greater  col- 
laboration and  elimination  of  duplication; 

•Determining  how  general  agencies 
can  better  provide  resources  for  annual  con- 
ferences and  local  churches; 

'Recommending  to  the  2004  General 
Conference  the  best  way  to  staff  the  work 
beyond 

annual  conferences  and  determining 
where  the  responsibility  for  personnel 
should  be  vested. 

♦Developing  ways  of  evaluating  the  re- 
sults of  the  work  of  the  agencies. 

4.)  To  assist  local  congregations  and  an- 
nual conferences  in  their  efforts  to  organize 
in  such  ways  that  enable  them  to  live  out  the 
transformational  directions  in  the  context  of 
their  ministry  while  maintaining  the 
connectional  nature  of  the  church. 

5.)  To  relate  to  annual  conferences  and 
build  mutual  relationships  with  annual  con- 
ference leadership  to  assist  them  in  living 
out  the  transformational  directions. 

6.)  To  continue  the  dialogue  about  the 
global  nature  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  order  to  be  good  stewards  of  the  time 
and  money  invested  in  the  Connectional 
Process  Team  Report,  it  and  all  its  related 
research  are  forwarded  to  the  GCOM,  with 
deep  appreciation,  as  resource  material  for 
its  ongoing  work. 

The  results  of  this  work  shall  be  con- 
tained in  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
report  to  the  2004  General  Conference. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


837-NonDis 

Subject:  Use  UMC  name 

properly 

Committee  Item:  GJ73-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31700-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  782 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Delete  the 
wording  entirely  and  add: 

Whereas,  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Evangelical  united  Brethren  Church  were 
united  under  the  name  The  United  Method- 
ist Church  in  the  year  1 968  and  that  the  unit- 
ing name  has  great  historical  significance 
for  both  bodies; 


Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  insofar  as 
possible,  all  materials  used  in  correspon- 
dence. Advertisements,  and  signs  of  the 
said  churches  and  other  denominational  or- 
ganizations use  the  complete  proper  name, 
"The  United  Methodist  Church,"  capitaliz- 
ing the  word  The  when  referring  to  the  de- 
nomination as  a  whole. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


838-NonDis 

Subject:  Continue  GCOM 

Committee  Item:  GJ86-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31552-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  781 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  delete  the  part 
that  is  struck 

Resolved:  that  the  2000  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  United  Methodist  Church  con- 
tinue the  general  agency  known  as  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  aa  dc9cribcd 
tfl — the  Book  of  Discipline,  paragraphs 
901  907. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


839-R599 
Subject:  East  Timor 

Committee  Item:  GM7-R599-A 
Petition: 

30842-GM-R599-U,  Pg.  921 
Membership:  113;  Present:  74; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

In  the  last  paragraph,  insert  in  the  last 
sentence:  "  .  .  .the  President  of  Indonesia, 
the  President  of  Portugal,  and  all  appro- 
priate ecumenical  colleagues." 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


840-NonDis 

Subject:  Restorative  justice 

Committee  Item: 
GM65-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30583-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  73 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


841-R281 

Subject:  Holy  boldness:  a 

national  plan  for  urban  ministry 

Committee  Item:  GM66-R281-C 
Petition: 

30839-GM-R281-U,Pg.  186 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


842-R529 

Subject:  Equal  justice 

Committee  Item:  GM67-R529-A 
Petition: 

30571-GM-R529-U,  Pg.  140 
Membership:  113;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

In  #2,  in  the  bold  section  after  "United 
States,"  strike  "the"  and  insert  "there  are". 

In  #4,  second  line  at  the  end,  add  "race 
or". 

In  #4,  after  "community  protection" 
change  period  to  semi-colon;  keep  the  small 
"t"  immediately  following;  change  period 
to  semi-colon  following  "qualified  judges" 
and  strike  the  rest  of  the  paragraph. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


843-NonDis 

Subject:  Legacy  of  US  atomic 

testmg  on  IVlarshall  Islands 

Committee  Item: 
GM70-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31766-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  917 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


844-NonDis 

Subject:  Victims  of  crime 

Committee  Item: 
GM72-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
30579-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  62 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 
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The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  at  the  end  of  item  number  6;  "  . .  .and 
to  assure  and  advocate  for  the  fair  treatment 
of  victims  and  survivors." 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


845-NonDis 

Subject:  Ending  Puerto  Rico's 

colonial  status 

Committee  Item: 
GM73-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31327-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  910 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  73;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

At  the  beginning  of  the  resolution,  insert 
the  following: 

We  direct  the  secretary  of  The  General 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  send  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
to  all  members  of  Congress. 

also,  at  the  end  of  the  resolu- 
tion, 

1  ■  A  School  of  Christian 
Mission     study — theme     on 


ico  be  estat 
the  2001-2004  quadrennium 
providinc  study  materials  for 
United  Methodists; 

2.  United  Methodists  advo- 
cate before  the  President  of 
the  U.S.  and  Coiieress  for  the 
people  of  Puerto  Rico  to  be  ac- 
corded full  opportunity  for 
true  self  determination  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  General  As- 
sembly     Resolution      1514 

(XV),  and  in  accordance  with  the 
IJnited  Nations  Charter,  and  international 
laws  and  treaties. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Gcnerol  Confer 
enco  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  sends 
copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  ond  lo  oil  the  members  of 
Congres'j  urging  them  to  take  speedy  ac 
tions  to  relinquish  us  oontrol  over  the  Ntt 
tion  Island  of  Puerto  Rico. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


846-R683 

Subject:  US-China  political 
relations 

Committee  Item:  GM74-R683-A 
Petition: 
30860-GM-R683-U,  Pg.  926 


Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  74;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Readopt  "United  States — China 
Relations,"  p.  683  (with  the  follow- 
ing changes:) 

The  United  Methodist  Church: 

1 .  Affirms  the  establishment  of 
full  diplomatic  relations  bcnvcen 
the  United  States  and  the  People's 
Republic  of  China  as  an  important 
step  toward  mutual  cooperation  and 
understanding  and  toward  world 
peace; 

2.  Advocates  that  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment, in  accordance  with  the 
Joint  Communique  of  December 
1978,  should  continue  to  deal  with 
the  people  of  Taiwan  on  an  unoffi- 
cial basis; 

3.  Recognizes  the  necessity  for 
China  to  continue  it  economic  and 
social  development  and  urges  U.S. 
cooperation  to  that  end  within  the 
context  of  Chinese  independence 
and  selfhood. 

4.  Feels  the  long-term  basis  of 
U.S.  —  China  relations  should  em- 
phasize people  to  people,  educa- 
tion, social  and  economic 
short-term  or  expedient  military  or 
strategic  interests;  expresses  deep 
concern  about  the  anti-Soviet  ratio- 
nale used  to  explain  U.S.  PRC  rela- 
tions; opposes  the  sale  of  U.S. 
military  equipment  to  the  PRC. 

5.  Endorses  a  peaceful  approach 
to  ending  the  long-standing  conflict 
between  the  governments  in  the 
People's  RepuDlic  of  China  and  in 
Taiwan  while  recognizing  that  the 
resolution  of  the  status  of  Taiwan  is 
a  matter  for  the  Chinese  people 
themselves  People's  Republic  of 
China  and  for  Taiwan  and  in  that 
context  supports  the  continued  re- 
duction and  early  cessation  of  U.S. 
arms  sales  in  Taiwan; 

6.  Declares  our  continuing  con- 
cern regarding  the  human  rights  of 
all  people  on  both  sides  of  the  Tai- 
wan Straights;  and 

7.  Recognizes  that  U.S. -PRC  re- 
lations have  an  important  influence 
on  the  peace  and  stability  of  the 
Asian  region,  particularly  in  South- 
east Asia;  and  urges  both  the  United 
States,  and  the  People's  Republic  of 
China,  and  Taiwan  to  seeK  peace- 
ful means  to  contribute  to  the  peace 
and  stability  of  the  region. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

847-NonDis 

Subject:  2001-2004  A  time  to 

discern  the  ministry'  of  the 

church 

Committee  hem: 
HE154-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30596-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1025 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

848-NonDis 

Subject:  Continue  Black  College 

Fund 

Committee  hem: 
HE174-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31345-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1030 
Membership:  108;  Present:  99; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  { ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


849-NonDis 

Subject:  Delete  101,102,103  and 
move  flrst  3  paragraphs  before 
201  into  their  places 

Committee  Item:  LC66-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31964-LC-NonDis-0,Pg.  1831 
Membership:  98;  Present:  80; 
For:  72;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

To  correct  an  editorial  error  from  1996 
Book  of  Discipline. 

Add  the  paragraph  entitled: 

"The  Global  Nature  of  Our  Mission" 
prec  ceding  1201. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcunence  Date   / 

850-NonDis 

Subject:  A  call  to  undergird 
cooperative  parish  ministries  & 
ecumenically  shared  ministries 

Committee  licm: 

LC149-NonDis-A 

Petition: 
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3 1 100-LC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1 141 
Membership;  98;  Present:  79; 
For:  75;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Whereas,  cooperative  parish  ministry  is 
an  intentional  plan  of  team  ministry  which 
enables  groups  of  congregations  and  pas- 
tors in  a  defined  geographic  area,  both  as 
United  Methodists  and  ecumenically,  to 
work  together  in  nurturing,  outreach,  and 
prophetic  ministries;  and 

Whereas,  ecumenical  shared  ministry  is  a 
way  by  which  a  local  United  Methodist 
church  and  one  or  more  local  congregations 
of  other  Christian  traditions  may  form  an 
ecumenical  congregation;  and 

Whereas,  cooperative  parish  ministry 
and  ecumenical  shared  ministry  offer  a 
means  by  which  groups  of  churches,  with 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  intention- 
ally and  intensively  witness  to  the  unity  of 
the  church  in  Christ  through  more  effective 
response  to  both  local  and  global  issues  and 
needs;  and 

Whereas,  cooperative  parish  ministry 
and  ecumenical  shared  ministry  enable  lo- 
cal congregations  to  work  together  to  en- 
hance ministry,  utilize  wise  stewardship  of 
limited  resources  and  live  out  the  ecumeni- 
cal spirit  in  creative  ways  responsive  to  the 
needs  of  God's  peoples  as  well  as  to  oppor- 
tunities for  expanded  mission  and  ministry; 
and 


Whereas,  the  consultation  on  Ecumen- 
ical Shared  Ministries  was  held  in  Febru- 
ary, 1998,  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  and 
attended  by  representatives  of  the  de- 
nominations engaged  in  Ecumenical 
Shared  Ministries;  and 

Whereas,  the  bishops,  laity  and  clergy 
present  at  the  Fifth  Consultation  on  Cooper- 
ative Parish  Ministry,  which  met  in  Novem- 
ber of  1999,  affirmed  cooperative  ministry 
as  one  of  the  primary  forms  of  ministry  for 
United  Methodism  at  the  present  time  and 
in  the  fiiture;  and 

Whereas,  The  Book  of  Discipline  directs 
bishops,  district  superintendents  and  con- 
ference staff  to  develop  and  implement 
strategies  designed  to  enable  cooperative 
parish  ministry, 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  annual 
conferences  be  called  on  to  develop  recom- 
mendations to  enable  the  implementation  of 
United  Methodist  and  ecumenical  coopera- 
tive ministries;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  general  church  boards  and 
agencies  be  oalled  on  to  provide  resources 
for  the  annual  conferences  as  they  engage  in 
a  continuing  process  of  training  and  devel- 
opment of  cooperative  parish  ministry  and 
ecumenical  shared  ministry;  *"d 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Council 
of  Bishops  develop  policies,  organiza- 
tional structures,  and  processes  that  will 
facilitate      more      eftective      appoint- 


ment-making to  cooperative  parish  min- 
istries; and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Council 
of  Bishops  create  a  continuing  process 
for  the  training  and  regular  updating  of 
bishops  and  district  superintendents  re- 
garding the  cooperative  parish  ministry 
paradigm,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Council 
of  Bishops  develop  recommendations  for 
the  initiation,  ongoing  development,  and 
support  of  United  Methodist  and  ecu- 
menical cooperative  parish  ministries 
within  their  episcopal  areas;  and 

Be  it  fu  rther  resolved,  that  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  other  re- 
lated boards  and  agencies  continue  to 
provide  encouragement  and  Tmancial 
support  for  the  ongoing  work  of  the  Na- 
tional Cooperative  Parish  Ministry 
Leadership  Team;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  other  re- 
lated boards  and  agencies  undergird  the 
leadership  team  as  it  coordinates  a  Sixth 
Consultation  on  Cooperative  Parish 
Ministry  the  last  year  of  the  quadren- 
nium,  2000-2004. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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851-513 

Subject:  Jurisdictional  conf. 
shall  have  twice  the  number  of 
GC  members 

Committee  Item:  C049-513-N 
Petition: 
31511-CO-513-D,  Pg.  172 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


852-NonDis 

Subject:  All  pastors  should  vote 
on  issues  that  pertain  to  their 
role  or  churches 

Committee  Item:  CO50-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31353-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  183 


Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


853-NonDis 

Subject:  Conferences  should 
have  written  policy  regarding 
clergy  sexual  misconduct 
Committee  Item:  C051-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31352-CO-NonDis-0,Pg.  183 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


854-NonDis 

Subject:  Delegates  to  GC  may 

serve  only  two  consecutive  terms 

Committee  Item:  C055-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31737-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  184 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  73;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon-  | 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


855-NonDis 

Subject:  Delegate  election  shall 

be  by  plurality 

Committee  Item:  C056-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31738-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  184 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
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Date:  5/6 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

I  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrencc  Dale    / 

856-12 

Subject:  GC  made  up  of  not  less 
than  600  and  not  more  than 
1000  delegates 

Committee  item:  C057-12-N 
Petition: 

31794-CO-12-C,  Pg.  161 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrencc  Dale    / 

857-13 

Subject:  Gather  as  GC  once 
verv  five  years 

Committee  Item:  C058-13-N 
Petition: 

31325-CO-13-C,Pg.  161 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrcnce  Date   / 


858-39 

Subject:  Delete  paragraph  39 

Committee  Item:  C059-39-N 
Petition: 

31614-CO-39-C,  Pg.  164 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


859-39 

Subject:  Local  church  may 
decide  for  itself  to  bee.  indep. 
and  retain  title/possession  ol  its 
property 

Committee  Item:  CO60-39-N 
Petition: 

31610-CO-39-C,  Pg.  164 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  73;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

860-1104  1 

Subject:  CC  members  of  GBOD 
should  be  elected  by  Comm.  on 
Conf.  Affairs 

Committee  Item:  C062-1 104.1-N 
Petition: 
31556-CO-1104.1-D,  Pg.  287 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


861-NonDis 
Subject:  Each  annual 
conference  hold  training 
seminar  to  identify  unmet 

Siritual  needs  of  community 
)mmittee  Item:  C064-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31777-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1829 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


862-NonDis 

Subject:  Local  churches  conduct 
open  forum  on  issues  that  arise 
at  A.C. 

Committee  Item:  C065-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31730-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  184 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


863-NonDis 

Subject:  Assist  new,  appointed 
pastors  with  their  seminary  debt 
Committee  Item:  C067-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30160-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1816 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


864-661.3 

Subject:  Add  certified  lay 
preachers  continuing  education 
to  committee  on  lay  speaker 
responsibilities 

Committee  Item:  C068-661.3-N 
Petition: 

30100-CO-661.3-D,  Pg.  1816 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

865-603 

Subject:  Clergy  session  only 
body  to  vote  on  ordination,' 
character  and  conf.  relations  of 
clergy 

Committee  Item:  CO70-603-N 
Petition: 

31526-CO-603-D,  Pg.  175 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

866-405-S 

Subject:  Jurisdictional 
conference  may  make  an 
episcopal  area  using  a 
Metro.Stat.Area  of  1,500,000 
Committee  Item:  CO72-405-NS 
Petition: 

3149I-CO-405-D$,  Pg.  165 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  73;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


867-405 

Subject:  Bishops  in  jurisdictions 

Committee  Item:  CO74-405-N 
Petition: 

31007-CO-405-D,  Pg.  164 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  J  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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868-406 

Subject:  Each  A.C.  elect  its  own 
bishop  for  one  eight-year  term 

Committee  Item:  CO75-406-N 
Petition: 

30929-CO-406-D,  Pg.  166 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  75;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  1  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


869-407 

Subject:  Term  Limits 

Committee  Item:  CO77-407-N 
Petition: 

31976-CO-407-D 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  75;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


870-12 

Subject:  Do  not  hold  GC  in 
cities  where  pro.  sports  teams 
use  ethnic  caricatures  and 
mascots 

Committee  Item:  C078-12-R 
Petition: 

31297-CO-12-C,  Pg.  161 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
Commission  on  the  General  Conference. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


871-605.6 

Subject:  Allow  all  AC  members 
to  attend  and  speak  at  clergy 
session  w/o  vote 
Committee  Item:  CO84-605.6-N 
Petition: 

31528-CO-605.6-D,  Pg.  177 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  75;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


872-605.6 

Subject:  Clergy  session  may  be 
attended  by  AC  members  w/o 
vote  but  w/voice 

Committee  Item:  CO85-605.6-N 
Petition: 

31527-CO-605.6-D,Pg.  177 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


873-604 

Subject:  A.C.  may  only  use 
persuasion  and  negotiation  to 
convince  local  ch.  not  to 
withdraw,  not  civil  ct 

Committee  Item:  CO90-604-N 
Petition: 
31713-CO-604-D,Pg.  177 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  76;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

874-605.6 

Subject:  Remove  "ordained 
ministers  and  local  pastors"  and 
replace  with  "clergy  members" 

Committee  Item:  CO91-605.6-N 
Petition: 

31103-CO-605.6-D,  Pg.  177 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  73;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


875-607.1 

Subject:  AC  structures, 
functions  and  relationships 

Committee  Item:  CO94-607.1-N 
Petition: 

31220-CO-607.1-D,Pg.  179 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


876-606.3 

Subject:  Include  more  info  to 
aid  m  locating  a  church  by  both 
lay  and  clergy 

Committee  Item:  CO95-606.3-N 
Petition: 

30233-CO-606.3-D,  Pg.  178 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  75;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


877-602.1 

Subject:  Remove  the  exception, 
allowing  associate  and  affiliate 
clergy  members  to  vote  on  all 
matters 

Committee  Item:  CO96-602.1-N 
Petition: 

30235-CO-602.1-D,Pg.  175 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  74;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


878-607.3 

Subject:  Remove  limitation 

where  local  pastor  may  serve 

Committee  Item:  CO98-607.3-N 
Petition: 

31104-CO-607.3-D,Pg.  179 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  72;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


879-602.1 

Subject:  Clergy  can  vote  on 
everything  in  the  annual 
conference  except  for 
restrictions  by  Constitution 

Committee  Item:  CO99-602.1-N 
Petition: 

30163-CO-602.1-D,Pg.  173 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  76;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

TTie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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880-602.1 

Subject:  Remove  part-time  local 

pastors  from  annual  conference 

membership 

Committee  Item:  CO100-602.1-N 
Petition: 

31033-CO-602.1-D,  Pg.  174 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


881-602.1 

Subject:  Associate/affiliate 
clergy  members  can  vote  on  all 
matters  except 
ordination/cnaracter/clergy 
conf.re 

Committee  Item:  CO101-602.1-N 
Petition: 

31435-CO-602.1-D,Pg.  174 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  75;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


882-607 

Subject:  Delete  "whenever 
possible" 

Committee  Item:  CO102-607-N 
Petition: 

31942-CO-607-D,  Pg.  1656 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


883-15 

Subject:  Statute  of  limitations 
on  child  or  sexual  abuse 

Committee  Item:  CO106-15-N 
Petition: 

31938-CO-15-C,  Pg.  1656 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  75;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1 1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


884-33 

Subject:  Change  ordained 
ministerial  to  clergy 

Committee  Item:  CO109-33-R 
Petitions: 

30023-CO-33-C,  Pg.  163; 

30104-CO-33-C,  Pg.  163; 

30232-CO-602.1-D,Pg.  174 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


885-502.3 

Subject:  Sec'ty  of  GC  can  adjust 
numbers  of  delegates  to  be 
elected  to  GC 

Committee  Item:  COl  1 2-502. 3-N 
Petition: 

31509-CO-502.3-D,Pg.  168 
Membership:  89;  Present:  66; 
For:  64;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


886-30 

Subject:  Seat  deaconesses  with 
clergy 

Committee  Item:  COl  13-30-N 
Petition: 

30125-CO-30-C,  Pg.  162 
Membership:  89;  Present:  66; 
For:  66;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

887-NonDis 

Subject:  Set  up  policy  that  every 
A.C.  w/at  least  ten  delegates  to 
G.C.  at  least  one  shall  be  youth 

Committee  Item: 
C0114-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31085-CO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  301 
Membership:  89;  Present:  66; 
For:  61;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


888-602 

Subject:  General  Conference 
Delegates 

Committee  Item:  COl  15-602-N 
Petition: 

31979-CO-602-D 
Membership:  89;  Present:  66; 
For:  66;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale    / 


889-30 

Subject:  Clarify  boundaries  for 
deaconess  appointments 

Committee  Item:  COl  I6-30-N 
Petition: 

31506-CO-30-C,  Pg.  163 
Membership:  89;  Present:  66; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

890-NonDis 

Subject:  Oppose  abuse  of 
animals  &  support  laws  & 
practices  that  teach  awareness 
of  all  God's  creation 
Committee  Item: 
CS106-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30I73-CS-NonDis-O,Pg.47 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuaence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


891-R522 

Subject:  The  criminal  justice 

svstem 

Committee  Item:  CS107-R522-N 
Petition: 

30569-CS-R522-U,  Pg.  138 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


( ]  Concuirence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 
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892-NonDis 

Subject:  Faithful  care  for  the 

dying 

Committee  Item: 
CS108-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
30580-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  63 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


893-NonDis 

Subject:  Local  jails  and  the  local 

courts 

Committee  Item: 
CSllO-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30590-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  82 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


894-R352 

Subject:  Prejudice  against 

Muslims  and  Arabs  in  USA 

Committee  Item:  CSl  1 1-R352-N 
Petition: 

30856-CS-R352-U,  Pg.  117 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


895-R59 

Subject:  Industry  continue 

reducing  Dioxin  emissions 

Committee  Item:  CSl  12-R59-N 
Petition: 
30989-CS-R59-U,  Pg.  89 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


896-NonDis 

Subject:  UMC  urge  state  leg.  to 
review  require,  for  pol.  party 
Pres/Vicerres  candidates  to 
appear  on  ballot 
Committee  Item: 
CS113-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31389-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  98 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  /  currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

900-NonDis 

Subject:  Reaffirm  the  call  for 
ending  economic  sanctions 
against  Iraq 

Committee  Item: 
CS141-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30697-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  87 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 
The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 


897-NonDis 

Subject:  Urge  Congress  of  US  to 

deflect  harassment  of  president 

Committee  Item: 
CS114-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31845-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  1268 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


898-NonDis 

Subject:  Notify  Congress  of  US 
to  place  tobacco  products 
behind  counters,  out  of  reach  of 
youth 

Committee  Item: 
CS115-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31846-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  1269 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  reconrunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


899-NonDis 

Subject:  End  USA-UN  economic 

santions  against  Iraq 

Committee  Item: 
CS136-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31956-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1833 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

901-NonDis 

Subject:  Hold  jurisdictional 
consultations  to  rehumanize  and 
relocaUze  our  food  systems 

Committee  Item: 
CS144-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

30218-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  48 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

[]  Concurrence  [)  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


902-NonDis 
Subject:  Allow  other 
denominational  pastor  to 
preside  at  communion  if  UM 
pastor  invites 

Committee  Item:  DI96-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31940-DI-NonDis-O,Pg.  1656 
Membership:  109;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  refenal  to 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


903-NonDis 

Subject:  Evangelism  become  the 

number  one  IVfissionary  Priority 

Committee  Item: 
DI104-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31784-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1829 
Membership:  109;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 
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The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


904-NonDis 

Subject:  Commission  panel  to 
restore  hymns  and  Psalms  to 
original  texts 

Committee  Item: 
DI105-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31729-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.468 
Membership:  109;  Present:  66; 
For:  66;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

905-273 

Subject:  Certified  lay  preacher 
training,  certifying,  assigning 
and  supervising 

Committee  Item:  DI108-273-N 
Petition: 

30089-DI-273-D,  Pg.  280 
Membership:  109;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

908-821 

Subject:  MEF  funds  distributed 
by  AC  to  support  ministerial 
candidates  approved  by 
ACBOM 

Committee  Item:  FA26-82I-N 
Petition: 
31792-FA-821-D,Pg.446 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

Tlie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

909-821  I 

Subject:  MEF  funds  shall  be 

distributed  by  A.C. 

Committee  Item:  FA27-821.1-N 
Petition: 

30957-FA-821.1-D,  Pg.  446 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


912-818 

Subject:  Interdenominational 
Cooperation  Fund  shall  support 
basic  budgets  of  Council  of 
Bishops  &  GCCUIC 
Committee  Item:  FA39-818-N 
Petition: 

30823-FA-818-D,  Pg.445 
Membership:  97;  Present:  73; 
For:  72;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


913-828 

Subject:  Monthly  payment  of 

travel  by  bishop 

Committee  Item:  FA42-828-N 
Petition: 

30627-FA-828-D$,  Pg.  447 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


906-6615 

Subject:  Include  certified  lay 

preacher  courses  taken  and 

completed 

Committee  Item:  DIl 09-66 1.5-N 
Petition: 

30093-DI-661.5-D,  Pg.  286 
Membership:  109;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


907-821.1 

Subject:  Change  MEF 
formula;AC  keep 
more;remaining  funds  spend  in 
AC;GBHEM  spend  more  on 
Black  seminary 
Committee  Item:  FA25-821.1-N 
Petition: 

30122-FA-821.1-D$,  Pg.445 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 


910-8181 

Subject:  Interdenominational 

cooperation  fund 

Committee  Item:  FA31-818.I-N 
Petition: 
30822-FA-818.i-D,  Pg.445 
Membership:  97;  Present:  73; 
For:  72;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuaence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


914-NonDis 

Subject:  Continue  Native  Am. 

Awareness  Sunday  as  a  special 

offering 

Committee  Item:  FA54-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30020-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  452 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


911  819 

Subject:  Remove  black  from 
Black  College  fund  and  distrib. 
fund  in  best  way 

Committee  Item:  FA36-819-N 
Petition: 
31551-FA-819-D,  Pg.445 
Membership:  97;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


915-NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Support  report, 
recommendation  &  funding 
request  o  of  the  NFAAUM 

Committee  Item: 
FA56-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 

31764-FA-NonDis-0$.  Pg.  1829 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  74;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 
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The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


920-NonDis 

Subject:  Instruct  GCFA  that 
806.12  includes  all  funds  and 
includes  UM  bishop  salaries 

Committee  Item:  FA66-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31687-FA-NonDis-0,Pg.  1827 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  71;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


916-NonDis 

Subject:  Raise  money  for 

Russian  seminary  and  church 

growth 

Committee  Item:  FA60-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30097-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  453 
Membership:  97;  Present:  81; 
For:  79;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

917-611.3 

Subject:  GCFA  shall  report  to 
A.C.  apportioned  amount  so  it 
may  apportion  to  districts  and 
churches 

Committee  Item:  FA61-61 1.3-N 
Petition: 

30238-FA-611.3-D,Pg.426 
Membership:  97;  Present:  81; 
For:  78;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

918-610 

Subject:  Add  words  from  806.12 
denying  funds  to  gay  caucus'  to 
paragraph  610 

Committee  Item:  FA62-610-N 
Petition: 

30072-FA-610-D,  Pg.  1816 
Membership:  97;  Present:  81; 
For:  79;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


921-806.12 

Subject:  UMC  offlcials  shall  not 
support  programs  not  consistent 
with  Social  Principles 

Committee  Item:  FA67-806.12-N 
Petition: 
30954-FA-806.12-D,  Pg.  436 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  71;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


922-806.12 

Subject:  Remove  GCFA 
responsibility  for  ensuring  no 
UM  funds  go  to  gay/lesbian 
groups 

Committee  Item:  FA68-806.12-N 
Petition: 

30133-FA-806.12-D,  Pg.436 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  71;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


919-806.12 

Subject:  Remove  exclusive 
language  regarding  funding  of 
gav  groups 

Committee  Item:  FA65-806.12-N 
Petition: 
30149-FA-806.12-D,  Pg.436 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  71;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/6 


923-806.12 

Subject:  Delete  806.12 

Committee  Item:  FA69-806.12-N 
Petition: 

30821-FA-806.12-D,  Pg.  436 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  71;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
924-818 

Subject:  GCCUIC  in 
consultation  with  Council  of 
Bishops  funds  for  ecumenical 
agencies 

Committee  Item:  FA70-818-N 
Petition: 

30824-FA-818-D,Pg.442 
Membership:  97;  Present:  73; 
For:  72;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


925-818 

Subject:  Disbursement  of  funds 
to  ecumenical  organizations 

Committee  Item:  FA71-818-N 
Petition: 
30825-FA-818-D,Pg.443 
Membership:  97;  Present:  73; 
For:  72;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


926-6372 

Subject:  Conf.  Bd.  of  Pensions 
laymembers  shall  be  professing 
members  of  local  churches 

Committee  Item:  FA74-637.2-N 
Petition: 

30367-FA-637.2-D,  Pg.  430 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


927-648 

Subject:  Incapacity  leave 

committee  in  each  annual 

conference 

Committee  Item:  FA76-648-N 
Petition: 

30412-FA-648-D,Pg.430 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  74;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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928-805.1 

Subject:  GCFA  should  have 
central  conf.  representative 

Committee  Item:  FA94-805.I-R 
Petition: 

31545-FA-805.1-D,  Pg.431 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis- 
tration for  study  at  next  General  Confer- 
ence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


929-NonDis 

Subject:  Develop  "easv  to  use" 

index  for  BOD  2000 

Committee  Item:  FA96-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31821-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1329 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Publications 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


930-NonDis 

Subject:  Publish  BOD  in  loose 
leaf  format;  later  editions 
publish  only  pages  of 
corrections  and  changes 
Committee  Item:  FA97-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31941-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1659 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Publications 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


931-NonDis 

Subject:  BOD  should  be  free  on 

the  official  UMC  web  site 

Committee  Item:  FA98-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31698-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  468 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Publications 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  NofKorKurrmcc  Dale    / 


932-620 

Subject:  AC  may  give  authority 
to  itself  to  determine  equitable 
salarv  svstem  for  all  its  clergy 

Committee  Item:  FA103-620-N 
Petition: 

31530-FA-620-D,Pg.  428 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


933-611.3 

Subject:  Separate  WSF  and 
Conf.Benevolences  into  two  line 
items  to  give  local  church 
flexibility 

Committee  Item:  FA106-61 1.3-N 
Petition: 

30169-FA-611.3-DS,Pg.  426 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrerice  Date   / 

934-612 

Subject:  Annual  Conference 
approve  General  Church 
apportionment 

Committee  Item:  FA107-612-N 
Petition: 

30065-FA-612-D,Pg.  180 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

935-611.3 

Subject:  Budgeting  procedure 
change — WSF  not  combined 
with  other  local  church 
apportionments 

Committee  Item:  FA  109-61 1.3-N 
Petition: 

30062-FA-611.3-D$,  Pg.  179 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


936-611 

Subject:  Defining  "line  item" 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 1 0-6 1 1  -N 
Petition: 

31879-FA-611-D,  Pg.  1295 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( J  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


937-612.1 

Subject:  Make  sure 
apportionments  are  equitable. 

Committee  Item:  FAl  11-612. 1-N 
Petition: 

30943-FA-612.1-D,  Pg.  427 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


938-2504 

Subject:  Local  church  can  vote 
to  leave  UMC  w/2/3  vote  and 
take  propertv  with  it 

Committee  Item:  FAl  18-2504-N 
Petition: 

30972-FA-2504-D,  Pg.  450 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

TTie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


939-2505 

Subject:  Add  new  paragraph: 
Don't  use  church  property  for 
"immoral"  purposes. 

Committee  Item:  FAl  19-2505-N 
Petition: 

30654-FA-2505-D,  Pg.  450 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  NonconcurreiKC  Dale   / 


[  ]  CofKuirence  [  ]  NooconcurreiKe  Dale    / 
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940-2520 

Subject:  Local  church  prepare 
and  submit  a  summary  of 
employ't  practices  &  safety 
record  of  contractors 
Committee  Item:  FA123-2520-N 

Petition: 

30291-FA-2520-D,  Pg.  451 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date 


/ 


941-NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Establish  diminution  of 

apportionment  system 

Committee  Item: 
FA124-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 

31725-FA-NonDis-0$,  Pe.  468 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date 


/ 


942-NonDis 

Subject:  Endorsing  advocacy 

Committee  Item: 
FA125-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31816-FA-NonDis-0,Pg.  1328 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


944-NonDis 

Subject:  Scrutinize/establish 
policies  for  use/retention  of 
unrestricted  reserves  by 
boards/agencies  of  UMC 
Committee  Item: 
FA131-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

3 1334-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  463 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

945-NonDis-! 
Subject:  Budget  funds  for 
World  Methodist  Council  in  amt 
of  a  million  for  each  year  of  next 
quadrennium 
Committee  Item: 
FA132-NonDis-N! 
Petition: 
31342-FA-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  464 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


943-NonDis 

Subject:  Return  Native  Am. 
lands  to  Indian  nation  which 
resides  within  those  bounds 

Committee  Item: 
FA128-NonDis-R 
Petition: 
31296-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  461 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


946-NonDis 

Subject:  Apportionment  shall  be 
not  greater  than  10  percent  of 
local  church's  budget 

Committee  Item: 
FA133-NonDis-N 
Petition:  ^^^„ 

31810-FA-NonDis-O,Pg.  1328 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 


948-806 

Subject:  GCFA  shall  hold  down 
meeting  costs  as  part  of  good 
stewardship 

Committee  Item:  FA136-806-N 
Petition: 
31548-FA-806-D,  Pg.  437 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


949-806.14 

Subject:  Keep  funds  from  UM 
entities  that  re-interpret  the 
historicity  of  Jesus 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 37-806. 14-N 
Petition: 
31549-FA-806.14-D,Pg.435 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

950-805.4 

Subject:  Delete  804.4b-c-d-e 

Committee  Item:  FA141-805.4-N 

Petition: 

31546-FA-805.4-D,Pg.432 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


947-806.1 

Subject:  GCFA  shall 
recommend  a  budget  no  larger 
than  receipts  of  preceding  quad, 
adjusted  for  inflation 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 34-806. 1-N 

Petition: 
30492-FA-806.1-D,Pg.436 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 


951-807.5 

Subject:  Use  cross  &  flame 
insignia  for  promoting  work  and 
knowledge  of  UMC 

Committee  Item:  FA142-807.5-N 

Petition: 
30192-FA-807.5-D,Pg.437 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 
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952-821 

Subject:  Persons  with 
disabilities 

Committee  Item:  FA  143-82 1 -N 
Petition: 

31943-FA-821-D,  Pg.  1658 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce. 

( )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrenoe  Date  / 


953-2500 

Subject:  No  use  of  church 
property  for  immoral  purposes 

Committee  Item:  FA146-2500-N 
Petition: 

31026-FA-2500-D,  Pg.  459 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


954-811 

Subject:  Anv  general  appeals 
shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  FA  148-81 1-N 
Petition: 

31175-FA-811-D,  Pg.  439 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


955-612.4 

Subject:  Clarify  line  item 
delineation  of  apportionments  to 
increase  accountability 

Committee  Item:  FA14'9-612.4-N 
Petition: 

30130-FA-612.4-D,  Pg.427 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

956-NonDis 

Subject:  Provide  ID  card  to 

clergy  w/account  w/GBPHB 


Committee  Item: 
FA151-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31369-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  465 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  V  oting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


957-NonDis 

Subject:  Should  be  possible  to 

reinvest  retirement  funds 

w/GBPHB 

Committee  Item: 
FA152-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31360-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  464 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


958-NonDis 

Subject:  Revise  staff  retirement 

benefits  program  cash-out 

provisions 

Committee  Item: 
FA156-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31321-FA-NonDis-0,Pg.  1327 
Membership:  97;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

TTie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


959-1504 

Subject:  GCFA  report  to  GC 

specific  investment  concerns 

Committee  Item:  FA161-1504-N 
Petition: 

31868-FA-1504-D,  Pg.  1295 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  NonconcurretKC  Date   / 


960-637 

Subject:  AC  board  of  pensions 

shall  include  at  least  one  retired 

clergy 

Comrnittee  Item:  FA163-637-N 
Petition: 

31537-FA-637-D,  Pg.  430 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


961-1506.2 

Subject:  Return  overfundine 

monies  to  the  AC  that  raised 

them 

Comminee  Item:  FA164-1506.2-N 
Petition: 

31577-FA-1506.2-D,Pg.448 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


962-1506.12 

Subject:  Remove  the  words 
"health  &  welfare  beneHt  prog, 
for  clergy" 
Committee  Item: 
FA  165-1 506. 12-N 
Petition: 

31578-FA-1506.12-D,  Pg.448 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
ctirrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


963-NonDis 

Subject:  GBPHB  allow  clerg>  to 
convert  MPP  supplement  into 
an  MPP  defmed  benefit 

Committee  Item: 
FA166-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31695-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  467 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 
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964-NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Extend  for  one 
quadrennium  pension  build-up 
of  P.R.Meth.Ch  pastors  in 
theplanon  12/31/92 
Committee  Item: 
FA168-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 

3 1505-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  466 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


965-807 

Subject:  Assign  to  GCFA 
supervision  of  UMC  name 

Committee  Item:  FAI7I-807-N 
Petition: 

30191-FA-807-D,  Pg.  437 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


966-6222 

Subject:  Clarify  goals  of  the 

minimum  Equitaole  Comp. 

standards 

Committee  Item:  FA173-622.2-N 
Petition: 

31275-FA-622.2-D,  Pg.  430 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  80;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


967-622.2 

Subject:  Clarify  to  whom 
supplementation  from  Equitable 
Compensation  Fund  is  directed 

Committee  Item:  FA174-622.2-N 
Petition: 

31274-FA-622.2-D,  Pg.  429 
Membership:  97;  Present:  86; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


968-617 

Subject:  Purposes  for  system  of 
clergy  support 

Committee  Item:  FA179-617-N 
Petition: 

31272-FA-6I7-D,  Pg.  428 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


969-622.1 

Subject:  Membership  of 

commission  on  equitable 

compensation 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 80-622. 1-N 
Petition: 

31163-FA-622.1-D,  Pg.429 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


970-622.5 

Subject:  Include  ministry  years 
served  in  other  denom.  in 
standards  for  clergy  support 

Committee  Item:  FA182-622.5-N 
Petition: 

308 16-FA-622.5-D,  Pg.429 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  83;  Against:  I;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

971-2518 

Subject:  Bd  of  Building  & 
Location  membership  to  be  2/3 
professing  members  of  UMC 

Committee  Item:  FA  185-25 1 8-N 
Petition: 

30381-FA-2518-D,  Pg.451 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  85;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


972-2520.1 

Subject:  Include  accessibility 

plan  in  architectural  plans 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 86-2520. 1 -N 
Petition: 

304I6-FA-2520.1-D,Pg.452 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  86;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


973-806.1 

Subject:  Limit  local  church 
apportionments  to  a  max  of 
lOVo  of  expenditures 

Committee  Item:  FA  187-806. 1-N 
Petition: 

30953-FA-806.1-D,Pg.437 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


974-NonDis 

Subject:  GC,AC  &  district 
relinquish  all  claims  to  local 
church  property 

Committee  Item: 
FA188-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31365-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  464 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  87;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

975-NonDis 
Subject:  GBGM,GBCS, 
GCCUIC  shall  provide 
statement  of  accountability  at 
least  semiannually 
Committee  Item: 
FA189-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31378-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  465 
Membership:  97;  Present:  87; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 
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976-616.1 

Subject:  Benevolences  &  WSF 
apportioned  separately 

Comminee  Item:  FA  194-61 6. 1-N 
Petition: 

30063-FA-616.1-DS,  Pg.  180 
Membership:  97;  Present:  87; 
For:  87;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5  8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuiTcnce. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


977-824-S 

Subject:  Arriving  at  estimated 

jurisdictional  episcopal  budgets 

Committee  Item:  FA196-824-NS 
Petition: 

30059-FA-824-D$,  Pg.  724 
Membership:  97;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


978-1506.17 
Subject:  Plan-sponsor 
responsible  for  pension  & 
benefit  contributions  if  the 
MPP/CPP  participant  isn't 
Committee  Item: 
FA200-1506.17-N 
Petition: 

31135-FA-1506.17-D,  Pg.449 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( J  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


979-303.2 

Subject:  Bishops  are  pastors 
and  teachers  of  doctrine 
principally  through  colleges  and 
council 

Committee  Item:  FO56-303.2-N 
Petition: 

30996-FO-303.2-D,  Pg.  521 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  109; 
For:  109;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( I  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


980-NonDis 

Subject:  Challenging  the  2000 

General  Conference  to  use 

discernment 

Committee  Item:  F057-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31278-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  545 
Membership:  116;  Present:  111; 
For:  108;Against:3;NotVoting:0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  ConcurreiKe  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  I>ate   / 


981-NonDis 

Subject:  Allow  voluntary-  prayer 

in  schools  and  sports 

Committee  Item:  F068-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31694-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  551 
Membership:  116;  Present:  115; 
For:  1 14;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Conunittee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


982-103 

Subject:  Ambassadors  of  Christ 

Committee  Item:  FO7I-103-N 
Petition: 

30876-FO-103-D,Pg.  518 
Membership:  116;  Present:  101; 
For:  100;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


983-NonDis 

Subject:  Biblical  creation 

account  is  literallv  true 

Committee  Item:  F072-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30I03-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  528 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  99; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  reconunends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


984-65.F 

Subject:  Women  and  men  are 

"other"  not  "another" 

Committee  Item:  F083-65.F-N 

Pendens: 


30036-FO-65.F-D,  Pg.  495; 

30145-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  488; 

30188-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.488; 

30246-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  490; 

30264-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  497; 

30629-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  498; 

30716-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.491; 

31062-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.498; 

3I068-FO-65-D,  Pg.  1281; 

3107I-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  500; 

31073-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  493; 

31384-FO-65-D,  Pg.  479; 

31641-FO-65.I-D,Pg.482; 

31646-FO-65-D,  Pg.  483; 

31647-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  483; 

31651-FO-65-D,  Pg.  483; 

31745-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  101 
Membership:  116;  Present:  114; 
For:  11 3;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


985-65.F 

Subject:  Change  'sex'  to 

jender' 

Committee  Item:  F084-65.F-N 
Petitions: 

30077-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  496; 

30227-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  497; 

30240-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  490; 

30486-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  497; 

30494-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  490; 

30603-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  490; 

30650-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.491; 

31061-FO-65.F-D,  Pg.  1281; 

31064-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  493; 

31065-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  499; 

31070-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  500; 

31074-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  501; 

3I084-FO-66.G-D,  Pg.  510; 

31303-FO-65.G-D,Pg.  479; 

3I604-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.479; 

31645-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.482 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  115; 
For:  114;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  NonconcuireiKC  Date   / 


986-65  G 

Subject:  Sacred  worth  not 
determined  by  sexual 
orientation 

Comminee  Item:  F085-65.G-N 
Petitions: 

30022-FO-65.G-D.  Pg.  496; 

30095-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  484; 

30166-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  497; 

30183-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  529; 
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30222-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  489; 

30500-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  498; 

30630-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  498; 

30692-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  498; 

31072-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  500; 

31075-FO-65.G-D,Pg.  493; 

31653-FO-65-D,Pg.484; 

31654-FO-65-D,  Pg.  484; 

31655-FO-65-D,Pg.485; 

31798-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  1282; 

31965-FO-65-D,Pg.  1832 
Membership:  116;  Present:  116; 
For:  11 5;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


987-65.C 

Subject:  Marriage  is  between 
two  persons 

Committee  Item:  F086-65.C-N 
Petitions: 

30035-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  1279; 

30037-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  496; 

30144-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  488; 

30217-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  1280; 

30221-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  1657; 

30231-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  489; 

30632-FO-70-D,  Pg.517; 

30634-FO-304.2-D,  Pg.  522; 

30998-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  524; 

31060-FO-65.C-D,Pg.495; 

31069-FO-65-D,Pg.479; 

31630-FO-65.A-D,Pg.480; 

31631-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  480; 

31633-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.481; 

31635-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.481; 

31636-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.481; 

31638-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.481; 

31640-FO-65-D,  Pg.  482; 

31643-FO-65.K-D,Pg.  482; 

31648-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.483; 

3I664-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1284; 

31791-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  486; 

3 1 842-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1291; 

31891-FO-304.2-D,  Pg.  1288; 

31893-FO-304.2-D,  Pg.  1288; 

31960-FO-65-D,  Pg.  1658 

Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 16; 

For:  1 1 5;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 

Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


988-65.C 

Subject:  Homosexual  unions 
shall  not  be  conducted  in  our 
schools 

Committee  Item:  F087-65.C-N 
Petitions: 


30269-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  1280; 

30674-FO-NonDis-C,  Pg.  536; 

31049-FO-65-D,  Pg.  1281; 

31052-FO-65.C-D,Pg.  505; 

31056-FO-65.C-D,Pg.495; 

31371-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  549; 

31372-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  549; 

31632-FO-65.C-D,Pg.480; 

31637-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.481; 

31797-FO-65.C-D,Pg.  1281; 

31840-FO-NonDis-O,Pg.  1291; 

31894-FO-304.3-D,Pg.  1288; 

31987-FO-65.C-D 
Membership:  116;  Present:  116; 
For:  115;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date 


989-65C 

Subject:  Change  language 
regarding  covenanting 
ceremonies  to:"urge  our 
ministers  not  to  perform" 

Committee  Item:  F088-65.C-N 
Petitions: 

30171-FO-65.C-D,Pg.  1280; 

30189-FO-65.C-D,Pg.  488; 

30247-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  490; 

30263-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  524; 

30628-FO-65.C-D,Pg.491; 

30691-FO-65.C-D,Pg.  1657; 

30900-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  524; 

31053-FO-65.G-D,Pg.  505; 

31054-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  1657; 

31055-FO-65.C-D,Pg.495; 

31627-FO-65-D,Pg.  480; 

31628-FO-65-D,  Pg.  480; 

31634-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.481; 

31639-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  482; 

31975-FO-65.C-D 
Membership:  116;  Present:  116; 
For:  115;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1185-304.3 

Subject:  Practicing  homosexuals 

forbidden  to  enter  ordained 

ministry 

Committee  Item:  FO89-304.3-N 
Petitions: 

30001-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  522; 

30055-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  522; 

30109-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  522; 

30117-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  523; 

30180-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  523; 

30190-FO-304.3-D,  Pg,523; 

30616-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  532; 


D,Pg.521; 
-D,Pg.  1826; 

D,Pg.521; 
-D,  Pg.  524; 
-D,  Pg.  524; 

D,  Pg.  522; 
-D,  Pg.  522; 

D,  Pg.  525; 

D,  Pg.  525; 
-D 
;  Present:  115; 

0;  Not  Voting:  I; 


30651-FO-304.1 

30901-FO-304.3 

30902-FO-304.3 

30997-FO-304.3 

31447-FO-304.3 

31448-FO-304.2 

31449-FO-304.2 

31450-FO-304.3 

31451-FO-304.3 

31986-FO-304.3 
Membership:  116 
For:  11 4;  Against: 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

990-117 

Subject:  Inclusiveness  doesn't 
mean  accepting  homosexual 
lifestyle 

Committee  Item:  FO90-1 17-N 
Petitions: 

30203-FO-117-D,  Pg.  519; 

30643-FO-117-D,Pg.  520; 

31420-FO-117-D,Pg.  520; 

31421-FO-117-D,  Pg.  520; 

31919-FO-117-D,Pg.  1287 
Membership:  116;  Present:  115; 
For:  114;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

991-66.H 

Subject:  Retain  commitment 

against  coercion  and 

marginalization  of  former 

homosexuals 

Committee  Item:  F091-66.H-N 

Petitions: 

30239-FO-66.H-D,  Pg.  1283; 

30613-FO-66.H-D,  Pg.  1283; 

30631-FO-66.H-D,  Pg.  511; 

30633-FO-70-D,  Pg.517; 

31086-FO-66.H-D,  Pg.  511; 

31087-FO-66.H-D,  Pg.  511; 

31265-FO-66-D,Pg.507; 

31339-FO-R112-U,Pg.  557; 

31666-FO-66-D,Pg.  1284; 

31667-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1284; 

31668-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1285; 

31669-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1285 
Membership:  116;  Present:  115; 
For:  11 4;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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992-NonDis 
Subject:  GC  develop  a 
"Quadrennial  Directional 
Statement"  on  homosexuality 
away  from  "schism" 
Committee  Item:  F092-NonDis-N 
Petitions: 

30696-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  536; 

31024-FO-2400-D,  Pg.  776; 

31337-FO-R414-U,  Pg.  559; 

3l357-FO-NonDis-0,  Pg.  548; 

3l752-FO-NonDis-0,  Pg.  554; 

31757-FO-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  784; 

31805-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1289; 

31809-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1830 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 15; 
For:  114;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  I  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


993  117 

Subject:  Define  UM  inclusive 
language  further 
Committee  Item:  F093-1 17-N 
Petitions: 

30136-FO-117-D,  Pg.  519; 

30223-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  531; 

30648-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  84; 

30663-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  534; 

31363-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  548; 

31377-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  549; 

31650-FO-65-D,  Pg.  483; 

31689-FO-O-D,  Pg.  551; 

31834-FO-NonDis-0!,Pg.  1290 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 15; 
For:  1 14;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


994-NonDis 

Subject:  Use  Promise  Keeper 

statement  on  homosexuality 

Committee  Item:  F094-NonDis-N 
Petitions: 

30664-FO-NonDis-D,  Pg.  535; 

31063-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  544; 

31707-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  553 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 15; 
For:  1 1 4;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  (  ]  NonconcunerKe  Dale    / 


995-65.G 

Subject:  Keep  present  language 
regarding  homosexualitv  and 
same  gender  unions  in  Book  of 
Discipline 

Committee  Item:  F095-65.G-N 
Petition: 

30071-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  527 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 16; 
For:  1 15;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 

996-65C 

Subject:  Ministers  who  conduct 
same-sex  unions  will  be 
terminated  nor  hold  any 
position  within  UMC 
Committee  Item:  F096-65.C-N 
Petition: 
31304-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.479 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 16; 
For:  114;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concuirence  [  ]  NonconcurreiKe  Date   / 


997-65.H 

Subject:  Family  violence  and 

abuse 

Committee  Item:  FO101-65.H-N 
Petition: 

30038-FO-65.H-D,  Pg.  501 
Membership:  116;  Present:  114; 
For:  111;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  ConcuneiKe  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

998-65.C 

Subject:  Reaffirm  65C 
(Marriage)  and  keep  as  is 
worded 

Committee  Item:  FOl 02-65. C-N 
Petition: 

30488-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  490 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  83; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


999-R406 

Subject:  Continuation  of 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
for  the  21st  century 
Committee  Item:  GJ17-R406-N 
Petition: 

31210-GJ-R406-U,  Pg.  785 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1000-7101 

Subject:  Members  of  gen'l 
agencies  must  have  been  four 
years  as  professing  member  of  a 
IJMC 

Committee  Item:  GJ27-710.1-N 
Petition: 

30377-GJ-710.1-D,  Pg.  720 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

1001-267 

Subject:  Wherever  GCOM  is 
mentioned  in  BOD  change  to 
Gov.  Coun.  including  but  not 
limited  to  these  para  s 

Committee  Item:  GJ64-267-N 
Petition: 

31121-GJ-267-D,  Pg.  777 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  74;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1002  702  1 

Subject:  Gen'l  agencies  will 
have  rep's  as  members  of 
Covenant  Council 

Committee  Item:  GJ65-702.1-N 
Petitions: 

31123-GJ-702.1-D,Pg.  715; 

31124-GJ-703.1-D,  Pb.  716; 

31125-GJ-713-D.  Pg.721; 

31126-GJ-719-D,  Pg.  723; 

31127-GJ-906-D,  Pg.  725; 

31128-GJ-906-D.  Pg.  725; 

31129-GJ-906.16-D,  Pg.  726; 

31130-GJ-907.1-D.  Pg.  727; 

31131-GJ-907.5-D.  Pg.  728; 
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31693-GJ-NonDis-O.Pg.  1827 
Membership.  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  4; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Commitlce  recommends  Noncon- 
currcnce, 
l^Conoinencc  nNanconconmcc  I>»«e 


1006-NonDis 

Snbject:  Simidifynig  complMit 

process 

Committee  Item:  GJ69-NonDis-N 

Petition: 
31824-GJ-NonDis-0,Pg.  1343 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Agamst  0;  Nat  Voting;  0; 
Date:  5/8 


1003-2604.1 

Subject:  Professing  member 

must  fill  any  vacancy  on  Judicial 

Council 

Committee  hem:  GJ66-2604.1-N 

Petitions: 
30385-GJ-2602-D.  Pe.  730; 
30386-GJ-2604.1-D.Pg.  733; 
30387-GJ-2624.3-D.  Pg.  742; 
30388-GJ-2626.2-D,  Pg.  752; 
30^90-GJ-2626.4-D,  Pg.  753; 
30391-GJ-2626.5-D,  Pg.  753; 
30^92-GJ-2626.6-D,  Pg.  753; 
30402-GJ-2629.3-D,  Pg.  771 
Membership  92,  Present:  81; 
For  81.  .Agamst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5 '8 

The  Committee  recommends  NoncMi- 
cinrence 
1  1  CoBcuiraioe  [  1  Nonconcnrrence  Dale    ' 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncoi*- 
cmrence. 
[  ]  CoKVRXKC  [  1  Nonconoinaict  IMe    i 


1010-902 

Subject:  Delete  902-907^; 
9073-6  substitute  "GCFA" 
where  ever  "GCOftT'  ^MM*" 

Committee  Item:  GJ75-902-N 

Petition: 
31870-GJ-902-D,Pg.  1335 
Men*ership:  92;  Present:  80; 
Far:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cnnence. 


1004^90! 

Subject:  Provide  for  a  Covenant 

Council 

Committee  Item;  GJ67-901-N 
PeUtions: 

3!Q30-GJ-901-D,Pg.  1335; 

".19^1-GJ-902-D,Pg.  1335; 

31933-GJ-904-D,Pg.  1335; 

31934-GJ-905-D.PB.  1336; 

^  1 955-G  J-NonDis-O.  Pg.  1 83 1 
Membership:  92;  PrescnT.  81; 
For  81;  Acainst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8  " 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cunmcc. 
1  j  CifLuiifce  [  1  Nanconcunrncc  Date 


1005-NonDis 

Subject:  Enact  moratorium  on 

1:MC  restructurinfi 

Committee  Item:  GJ68-NonDis-N 
Pention: 
30153-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  772 
Membership;  92;  Present  82; 
For:  82.  Against:  0;  Nod  Voting:  0; 
Date;  5/8 

The  Commracc  recommends  Nonw»- 
currencc. 
1  jCuwuiiimcg  1  j  Nooconuuiuicc  Oae 


11 


n 


1007-NonDis 
Snbject:  GCFA  report 
complaints  against  bishops 

C laced  with  an  independent 
odv 
Committee  Item:  GJ70-NonDis-N 

Petition:  ,^^^ 

^  1 827-GJ-NonEhs-O,  Pg.  1344 
Membership:  92;  Present  82; 
For:  81;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
ciirrence. 
[  ]  Ctmsaneaix  [  ]  Nonmnmngice  DMe   / 


1008-NonDis 
Snbject:  Estid>&h  st^ 

commisnon  to  simplif3r       

complaint  and  trial  procednres 

Committee  Item:  GJ/l-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
3 1 724-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1346 
Membership:  92;  Present  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  lecuuuiiends  NoncoB- 


1011-702 

Snbject:  Ddfte  702 J-4 

Committee  Item:  GJ76-702-N 

Petition: 
31875-GJ-702-D,Pg.  1334 

Membership:  92.  Present  80; 
For:  80;  Agamst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  leuwuniends  Koncoo- 
cnncnce. 
[  ]  Cancnnmcc  [  ]  Nonconainraci  Ditc    / 

1012-703.1  _^^_^ 

Sabject:  Chan^  "GCOM"  to 
jBst  'Kieneral  CoundT 

Committee  Item:  GJ77-703.1-N 

Pdition: 

31876-GJ-703.1-D,Pg.  1334 

Membership:  92;  Present  81; 
For  81;  Against  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  CoMUiiitiee  recommends  Noncan- 
cmrencc. 
[]CaKBrRacc  [ ] Nu«jubumii«u.  O^e    / 


[  ]  ConcanoKX  { ]  NuiuwuuitMX  Dmc   / 

1009-901  ,_ 

Subject:  GCFA  is  empowered  to 
dismantle  GCOM 

Committee  Item:  GJ74-901-N 

Petition: 
31869-GJ-901-D,Pg.  1335 

Membership:  92;  Present:  81; 
For  81;  A^mst:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  CuuMiittLC  recommends  Noncoo- 


1013-NonDis         __., 
Sabject:  Elimhurte  GCOM 

Committee  Item:  GJ78-NonDis-N 

Petition: 
3 1014-GJ-NanDis-O,  Pg  776 
Membership:  92:  Present  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

Tte  Commitlce  recommoids  Naicon- 
cnrrencc. 


n 


(1 


1014^ 


[]Cimimtamx  [  ] Naiiconaint«x 


tamttinm  between' 
Oafenacr  sessioBS 

Committee  Item:  GJ79-0-N 
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Petition: 

30181-GJ-O-C,  Pg.  708 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Commiitee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

(  )  Concurrence  |  |  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 


10152671 

Subject:  Continue  Human  Rels. 
Dav  Special  Sun.  w/offering 

Committee  Item:  GJ83-267.r-N 
Petition: 

30614-GJ-267.1-D,  Pg.  712 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  80;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

(  1  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 


1016-NonDis 

Subject:  Resolutions  on  Special 

Sundays 

Committee  Item:  GJ87-NonDis-N 

Petitions: 

30134-GJ-266-D,  Pg.  709 
30498-GJ-266-D,  Pg.  709 
30892-GJ-266-D,  Pg.  710 
31153-GJ-266-D,  Pg.  710 
31154-GJ-267-D,  Pg.  710 
31393-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg'601 

Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 

For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 

Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 


1017-267 

Subject:  Change  from  six  special 
Sundays  w/offering  to  four 

Committee  Item:  GJ88-267-N 
Petition: 

31445-GJ-267-D,  Pg.  711 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  81;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 


I  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 

1018-2676 

Subject:  Retain  Native 

American  Awareness  Sunday 

offering 

Committee  Item:  GJ90-267.6-N 


Petition: 

30296-GJ-267.6-D,  Pg.  713 
Membership:  92;  Present:  83; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrenee  Dale    / 


1019266 

Subject:  Continue  Peace  with 
Justice  Sunday 

Committee  IteiTi:  GJ9I-266-N 
Petition: 

30497-GJ-266-D,  Pg.  775 
Membership:  92;  Present:  65; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 


1020-268  1 

Subject:  Move  Heritage  Sunday 

to  June 

Committee  Item:  GJ92-268.1-N 
Petition: 

31446-GJ-268.1-D,  Pg.  713 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  76;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 


1021-NonDis 
Subject:  Keep  Peace  with 
Justice  Sunday  separate  from 
Human  Relations  Day 
Committee  Item:  GJ94-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

3001 1-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  772 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  78;  Against:  I;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

(  ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrettce  Dale    / 

1022-NonDis 

Subject:  Adopt  Children's  Day 
as  a  special  Sunday  with  special 
offering 

Committee  Item:  GJ95-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30143-GJ-NonDis-O.  Pg.  772 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 


For:  78;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 


1023-NonDis 

Subject:  Retain  Peace  w/Justice 
as  separate  offering  and  keep 
division  of  50%  &  50%  receipts 

Committee  Item:  GJ96-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31023-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  776 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 

1024-NonDis 

Subject:  Keep  Rural  Life 

Sunday 

Committee  Item:  GJ97-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31331-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  780 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For:  77;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 


1025-721 

Subject:  Closed  meetings  with 
3/4  voting  members  present 

Committee  Item:  GJ98-721-N 
Petition: 

30476-GJ-721-D,  Pg.  723 
Membership:  92;  Present:  78; 
For:  75;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrenee  Dale   / 

1026-NonDis-! 

Subject:  GC  commission  a  panel 

to  rewrite  the  Social  Principles 

Committee  Item:  GJ99-NonDis-N! 
Petition: 

31262-GJ-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  778 
Membership:  92;  Present:  73; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currenee. 
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I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 

1027-NonDis 

Subject:  Oppose  economic 

sanctions  against  Iraq 

Committee  Item: 
GM68-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30216-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  48 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
'  For:  67;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1028-NonDis 
Subject:  Explore  practical 
ministries  of  interethnic 
reconciliation  among  Hutu  & 
Tutsi  people 
Committee  Item: 
GM69-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

317.85-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  919 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1029-NonDis 
Subject:  National 
Comprehensive  Plan  for  Town 
and  Country  Ministry 

Committee  Item: 
GM75-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31690-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  915 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  j  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1030-R620 
Subject:  In  support  of 
self-determination  and 
noninterven 

Committee  Item:  GM76-R620-N 
Petition: 

30858-GM-R620-U,  Pg.  924 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1031-R684 

Subject:  Recommendations  on 
US-China  political  realtions 

Committee  Item:  GM79-R684-N 
Petition: 
31788-GM-R684-U,  Pg.  926 
Membership:  113;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1032-306.2 

Subject:  Candidates  shall  be  in 
good  standing  for  one  year 
instead  of  two. 

Committee  Item:  HE93-306.2-N 
Petition: 
30607-HE-306.2-D,  Pg.  948 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date 


/ 


1033-306.2 
Subject:  Add  the  word 
"advisor"  to  person  mentoring  a 
new  candidate 

Committee  Item:  HE94-306.2-N 
Petition: 
30903-HE-306.2-D,  Pg.  946 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1034  319 

Subject:  Delete  words  "assisting 

the  elders" 

Committee  Item:  HE98-319-N 
Petition: 
31463-HE-319-D,Pg.  956 
Membership:  108;  Present:  86; 
For:  84;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1035-321.4 

Subject:  Scripture  is  primary 

source  and  norm  for  belief  and 

practice 

Committee  Item:  HE  125-32 1. 4-N 
Petition: 

31896-HE-32I.4-D,Pg.  1359 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  88;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1036  337  1 

Subject:  Bishop  may  give 
permission  for  a  transferring 
clergy  member  to  serve  on 
agencies 

Committee  Item:  HE127-337.1-N 
Petition: 

30563-HE-337.I-D,Pg.  969 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1037-337 

Subject:  Commissioned 
ministers  from  another 
denomination  may  be  appointed 

Committee  Item:  HE128-337-N 
Petition: 

3091  l-HE-337-D,Pg.  969 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  89;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1038-357 

Subject:  Amend  title 

Committee  Item:  HE13I-357-N 
Petition: 

30813-HE-357-D,Pg.  984 
Membership:  108;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


Daily  Edition  Vol  4  No 


Consent  Calendar  C04 


2079 


1039-357 

Subject:  Change  tide  to 
"Withdrawal  Irom  Conference 
Membership" 

Committee  Item:  HE132-357-N 
Petition; 

30814-HE-357-D,  Pg.  984 
Membership:  108;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


1040-331 

Subject:  Bring  list  of  pastoral 
duties  into  line  with  Part  IV  of 
BOD 

Committee  Item:  HE  1 33-33 1-R 
Petition: 

31899-HE-331-D,  Pg.  1360 
Membership:  108;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
Board  of  Higher  Education  -  Section  of  El- 
ders and  Local  Pastors 

I  I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1041-331  1 

Subject:  Marriage  counseling 

Committee  Item:  HE  1 34-33 1 . 1-N 
Petition: 

31898-HE-331.I-D,  Pg.  1360 
Membership:  108;  Present:  85; 
For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  )  Concurrence  |  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


1042^01 

Subject:  Because  of  their  power, 
bishops  shall  not  publicly  violate 
BOD 

Committee  Item:  HE135-401-N 
Petition: 

31885-HE-401-D,  Pg.  1368 
Membership:  108;  Present:  85; 
For:  78;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1043-NonDis 

Subject:  Remove  supervisory 
duty  from  College  of  Bishops  for 
complaint  against  a  bishop 

Committee  Item: 
HE136-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

3I818-HE-NonDis-0,  Pg.  1371 
Membership:  108;  Present:  83; 
For:  79;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1044-NonDis 

Subject:  Create  a  task  force  to 

monitor  accountability  of 

bishops 

Committee  Item: 
HE137-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31830-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1372 
Membership:  108;  Present:  83; 
For:  82;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1045-NonDis 

Subject:  Evaluation  of  bishops 

Committee  Item: 
HE138-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31817-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1371 
Membership:  108;  Present:  83; 
For:  83;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1046  634 

Subject:  Nomination  of 
administrative  review  committee 

Committee  Item:  HE139-634-N 
Petition: 

31881-HE-634-D,  Pg.  1369 
Membership:  108;  Present:  83; 
For:  82;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale    / 


1047-NonDis 

Subject:  Make  jurisdictional 
episcopacy  committee  more 
active  m  bishops  accountability 

Committee  Item: 
HE140-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31831-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1373 
Membership:  108;  Present:  83; 
For:  81;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1048-3313 

Subject:  Pastor-in-charge  is  the 
supervisor  or  may  delegate  the 
responsibility 

Committee  Item:  HE141-33I.3-N 
Petition: 

31900-HE-331.3-D,  Pg.  1363 
Membership:  108;  Present:  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1049332 

Subject:  Preserving  the 
inviolability  of  the  Church 

Committee  Item:  HE142-332-N 
Petition: 

31901-HE-332-D,  Pg.  1363 
Membership:  108;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date    ' 


1050-NonDis 

Subject:  Establish  a  training 

program  for  bishops  and  district 

superintendents 

Committee  Item: 
HE143-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31832-HE-NonDis-O.  Pg.  1373 
Membership:  108;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  |  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale    / 
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1051-633 

Subject:  Allow  nominations 

from  the  floor  of  annual  conf  to 

BOM 

Committee  Item:  HE144-633-N 
Petition; 

31880-HE-633-D,  Pg.  1368 
Membership:  108;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noneon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1052-33 

Subject:  Amend  33  -  Change 
"ordained  ministerial"  to  "clerg 

v" 

Committee  Item:  HE149-33-N 
Petition: 
31982-HE-33-C 
Membership:  108;  Present:  81; 
For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1053-NonDis 

Subject:  Use  various  words  to 

refer  to  minister 

Committee  Item: 
HE150-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31826-HE-NonDis-0,Pg.  1372 
Membership:  108;  Present:  81; 
For:  78;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1054-NonDis 

Subject:  Delete  "The  Ministry  of 

the  Ordained" 

Committee  Item: 
HE151-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31841-HE-NonDis-0,Pg.  1374 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1055-NonDis 
Subject:  Exempt  those  still 
waiting  reg.  requirements  for 
ordination  as  Elder  from  further 
processes 
Committee  Item: 
HE152-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31763-HE-NonDis-0,Pg.  1034 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1056-NonDis 
Subject:  Those  who  don't 
believe  in  Bible,want  to  change 
its  teachings  should  be  taken  out 
of  leadership 
Committee  Item: 
HE153-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31366-HE-NonDis-0,Pg.  1031 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1057-355 

Subject:  If  retired  clergy  notify 
conf.sec'ty  they'll  attend  A.C. 
they'll  have  voice/vote/expenses 
paid 

Committee  Item:  HE157-355-N 
Petition: 

30920-HE-355-D,  Pg.  980 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1058-355 

Subject:  Deacon  and 
probationary  member  may 
continue  toward  Elder  even  if 
reached  age  70,  if  desired 

Committee  Item:  HE158-355-N 
Petition: 

30293-HE-355-D,  Pg.  980 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1059-345 

Subject:  Admission  and 
continuance  as  an  associate 
member 

Committee  Item:  HE160-345-N 
Petitions: 

31091-HE-300-D,Pg.  974; 

31480-HE-345-D,Pg.  975 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  93;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1060-319 

Subject:  Deacon  may  administer 
sacraments  with  or  without 
elder  within  context  of  ministry 

Committee  Item:  HE161-319-N 
Petitions: 

31811-HE-319-D,Pg.  1359; 

31895-HE-319-D,Pg.  1359 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  93;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

1061-3435 

Subject:  Local  pastors  may  have 
voice  and  vote  except  on  matters 
restricted  by  the  constitution 

Committee  Item:  HE  1 62-343. 5-N 
Petitions: 

31101-HE-343.5-D,Pg.  973; 

31479-HE-345.5-D,Pg.  977 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  92;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1062-343  1 

Subject:  Remove  inconsistent 

sentence  regarding  full-time 

student 

Committee  Item:  HE  1 66-343. 1-N 
Petition: 

30193-HE-343.1-D,Pg.  974 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  103;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
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Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  DMe  I 

1063-NonDis 

Subject:  Use  portion  of  Black 

College  Fund  money  for  direct 

scholarships  for 

African-American  UMs 

Committee  Item: 

HE175-NonDis-N 

Petitions: 

30271-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1021; 

31340-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1030; 

31348-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1031; 

31362-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1031 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


Petition: 

30963-HE-1419-D,  Pg.  1011 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  1 00;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1067-1418.3 
Subject:  GBHEM  review 
schools  to  assure  thev  fit 
w/mission  and  doctrine  of  UMC 

Committee  Item: 
HE179-1418.3-N 
Petition: 

31021-HE-1418.3-D,  Pg.  1011 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


1  )  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcuntnce  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1064-1417  2 

Subject:  Regarding  membership 
in  the  University  Senate 

Committee  Item:" 
HE176-1417.2-N 
Petition: 

30960-HE-1417.2-D,  Pg.  1010 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  98;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuncnce  Date   / 


1065-14172 

Subject:  University  Senate 
members  shall  subscribe  to 
UMC  doctrinal  standards 

Committee  Item: 
HE177-1417.2-N 
Petition: 

30961-HE-1417.2-D,  Pg.  1010 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  |  NotKoncurrence  Dale   / 


1066-1419 

Subject:  Institutions  affiliated 
w/UAlC  must  reflect  UMC 
theology 

Committee  Item:  HE178-1419-N 


1068-1418 

Subject:  Establish  process  for 
recognizing  UM  doctrine  at  UM 
seminaries  &  affiliated 
institutions 

Committee  Item:  HE180-1418-N 
Petition: 

30017-HE-1418-D,  Pg.  1011 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Conunittee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1069-14271 

Subject:  UM  theology  schools 
maintain,  defend  Church's 
doctrine  and  faith 

Committee  Item: 
HE181-1427.1-N 
Petition: 

31576-HE-1427.1-D,  Pg.  1016 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

( J  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   ' 


1070  1405 

Subject:  Encourage  Chrsitian 
presence  in  UM  related 
mstitutions 

Committee  Item:  HE182-1405-N 
Petition: 

31573-HE-1405-D,  Pg.  1009 
Membership:  108;  Present:  99; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1071-1406 

Subject:  All  UM  afUliated  school 
uphold  historic  Christian  and 
Weslevan  beliefs 

Comm'ittee  Item:  HE183-1406-N 
Petition: 

31574-HE-1406-D,Pg.  1009 
Membership:  108;  Present:  99; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1072-NonDis 

Subject:  Accept  students  from 
Gordon-Conwell,  Oral  Roberts 
and  place  these  two  seminaries 
on  approved  list 
Committee  Item: 
HE184-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31771-HE-NonDis-0,Pg.  1035 
Membership:  108;  Present:  99; 
For:  97;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1073-NonDis 

Subject:  Each  UM  theological 
school  include  multi-ethnic 
development  in  curricula  and 
program  development 
Committee  Item: 
HE185-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31780-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1035 
Membership:  108;  Present:  99; 
For:  93;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


2082 


Consent  Calendar  C04 


May  9,  2000 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1074-NonDis 

Subject:  Support  UM  student 

ministries  w/iunding  &  resource 

Committee  Item: 
HE186-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31761-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1034 
Membership:  108;  Present:  100; 
For:  99;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1075-NonDis 
Subject:  Bishops  sitting  as 
trustee  of  UM  afflliated  ed. 
organ,  shall  insist  on  alcohol 
abstention 
Committee  Item: 
HE187-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31749-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1034 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  100;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1076-NonDis 

Subject:  Expand  criteria  for 
Merit  scholarships  to  include 
nonUMC  college/university 
students 
Committee  Item: 
HE188-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30671-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1026 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1077-315.9 

Subject:  The  concept  and 

activity  of  evil 

Committee  Item:  HE194-315.9-N 
Petition: 

30905-HE-315.9-D,Pg.  1826 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  100;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1078-315.4 

Subject:  Include  teaching  on 

UMW 

Committee  Item:  HE195-315.4-N 
Petition: 
31457-HE-315.4-D,Pg.  952 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1079-3152 
Subject:  Delete  315.2 

Committee  Item:  HE196-3I5.2-N 
Petition: 

31456-HE-315.2-D,Pg.  952 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  101;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1080-3153 

Subject:  A.C.  may  elect  to 
probationary  membership  a 
person  with  degree  from  univ. 
not  listed  by  Univ.Senate 
Committee  Item:  HE197-315.3-N 
Petition: 

30224-HE-315.3-D,Pg.  952 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  99;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1081-NonDis 
Subject:  Defeat  CPT 
recommendation  to  remove 
voice/vote  of  retired  pastors 

Committee  Item: 
HE198-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31350-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1031 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  103;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1082-NonDis 

Subject:  Reject  proving  bad 

faith  amendfment 

Committee  Item: 
HE199-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31820-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1371 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  102;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1083-NonDis 
Subject:  Retired  clergy 
attendance  at  annual  conference 

Committee  Item: 
HE200-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31720-HE-NonDis-O,Pg.  1033 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  103;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1084-633  1 

Subject:  Lay  "professing 

members"  may  vote  as  members 

of  a.c.  board  of  ordained 

ministry 

Committee  Item:  HE203-633.1-N 

Petitions: 

30365-HE-633.1-D,Pg.  1006; 

30366-HE-635.1-D,  Pg.  1008; 

30372-HE-659.1-D,Pg.  1009; 

30373-HE-662.1-D,Pg.  1009 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

Tlie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1085-NonDis 
Subject:  UMCom  monitor 
misrepresentation  within  official 
&  unofflcial  UM  publications  & 
report  it 

Committee  Item:  IC46-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31746-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1420 
Membership:  73;  Present:  59; 
For:  55;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  3; 
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Date  5/6 


I  ]  CtMcanraoc  {  ]  1 

1W6-2303 
Svbject:  GCUMM  i 

O-Tunittee  Item:  IC48-2303-N 
PcUiian: 
-.1584-lC-2303-D,Pg  1098 
Membership;  73;  Prcsoit;  59; 
For  59;  A^inst:  0;  Nat  Votmg:  0; 
Date;  5/6 

TIk 


arduvrsi 

Committee  hem:  JC49-530.1-N 
Petition: 

31519-IC-530.1-D,Pg  1827 
Mcmberdiip:  73;  Present:  58; 
For  55;  Against:  2;  Not  Vodng:  1; 
Date  5/6 

The  Omimiihill 


i  I  Cofmce  [  ]  I 

1088-NonDis 

GCRR 

Committee  hem:  ]C51-NanI>is-N 

Peuban: 

3 1 823-IC-NoiiDis-O,  Pg.  1422 
Membership:  73;  Present:  58; 
For  58;  A^unst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


-249  12 
Si*jcrt:  Sri 


Committee  Item:  LC62-249.1: 
Petition: 
3 1268-LC-249. 12-D,  Pg  1 1 16 
Membership:  98;  Present:  79; 
For  77;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
QatcSfe 

The  CaniuiiOK  recammends  Nonco»-  Tl>e  Cuuiuunce  rajMiunewfe  Noncor- 


1094-206.1 

SmbyBtL  CC  wn  veir  to 

lafcrtiT  laeH  that  ideBtif> 

Committee  Item:  LC70-5S.1-N 
PctititHi: 
31911-LC-206.1-D.  Pg  1425 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  80;  Agimst:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


[] 


It9l213 


I] 


Commitlnr  bcm:  LC63-213-N 
Petition: 

30158-LC-213-D,  Pg.  1103 
Membership:  98;  Present  79; 
For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  ^J— — **^'*   iBcanBBcnds  Nobcoch 


lff2-217.7 


NT 


(«rtheUMC 
fiJthmtkeOTaiid 


Committcf  hem:  L068-217.7-N 
Petition: 

30991 -LC-217.7-D,Pg.  1105 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For  75;  Agamsr  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  OwiiiBn.  iinaiBWHds  Ncbeoo- 


Committcc 
Petition 
31582-IC- 


•rOCKR 

hem:  1CS2-2008  14-N 


ForSl;i 

Date  5/6 


2008  14-D,Pr.  1094 
r.73;P»ait:59; 

1;  Not  Voting:  0; 


CommitlDc  hem:  LC69-218-N 
Petitian: 
31423-ljC-218-D,Pg  1106 
Membership:  98;  Present  80; 
For  78;  A^inst  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
DMe:5« 


1095^217 

?j«bjttt.  Express  dissensiaa 
iatenurih-  and  not  publicaly  ar 
in  the  secular  media 

Committee  Item:  LC71-217-N 
PetitMMi; 

30057-LC-217-D,  Pg.  1105 
Membership:  98,  Present:  81; 
For:  77;  Against:  1,  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

Hk  Cuumunix  rixuuimends 


1096-NonDis 
If  75% 


i) 


leave  w/it$      _, 

Committee  Item:  LC72-NonDK-N 
Petition: 

31333-LC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1141 
Membership:  98;  Present  81; 
For  81;  A^inst  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

Tiac  CanmuDEc 


II 


1997-204 


(] 


Committee  Item:  LC73-204-N 
Petition 
30137-LC-204-D,  Pg.  1 103 
Membership  98;  Present:  81; 
For  76;  Agamst:  4;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  ObibihUdl 


2084 
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1098  204 

Subject:  Each  congregation 
write  theological  description  of 
their  worship  and  mission 

Committee  Item:  LC74-204-N 
Petition: 

31422-LC-204-D,  Pg.  1103 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  78;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1099  206  1 

Subject:  Local  churches  may 
vote  to  work  w/other  churches 
subject  to  the  Restrictive  Rules 

Committee  Item:  LC75-206.1-N 
Petition: 

31034-LC-206.1-D,Pg.  1103 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  79;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1100-217 

Subject:  When  a  person  unites 
with  a  UM  church  they  profess 
their  own  faith  in  God 

Committee  Item:  LC76-217-N 
Petition: 

30325-LC-217-D,Pg.  1105 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1101  222 

Subject:  Allow  adults  to  be 
baptized  even  if  they  were 
baptized  as  an  infant 

Committee  Item:  LC77-222-N 
Petition: 

30880-LC-222-D,  Pg.  1106 
Membership:  98;  Present:  70; 
For:  69;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1102-222.1 

Subject:  Add  the  word 

"doctrine"  to  list  of  duties  for 

instruction 

Committee  Item:  LC78-222.1-N 
Petition: 

30879-LC-222.1-D,Pg.  1106 
Membership:  98;  Present:  69; 
For:  67;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1103-226 

Subject:  Any  baptized  person  in 
good  standing  or  professing 
member  may  be  received  into 
UMC 

Committee  Item:  LC81-226-N 
Petition: 
30328-LC-226-D,  Pg.  1107 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1104-246  3 

Subject:  Use  "professing"  to 
make  membership  termmology 
consistent 

Committee  Item:  LC83-246.3-N 
Petition: 

30347-LC-246.3-D,  Pg.  1114 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1105-249  8 

Subject:  "Professing"  members 
may  be  candidates  to  ministry 

Committee  Item:  LC84-249.8-N 
Petition: 

30348-LC-249.8-D,  Pg.  II 15 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1106-249.12 

Subject:  Change  this  paragraph 
to  be  consistent  with  322.10  in 
the  matter  of  deacon 
compensation 

Committee  Item:  LC86-249.I2-N 
Petition: 

30883-LC-249.12-D,Pg.  1 1 16 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voti''ij:  I; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1107  250 

Subject:  "Professing"  members 
of  local  church  may  vote  at 
church  conference 

Committee  Item:  LC88-250-N 
Petition: 
30349-LC-250-D,  Pg.  1117 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1108-249  13 
Subject:  Conference 
benvolences  are  the  minimum 
needed  for  annual  conference 
ministry  <&  mission 
Committee  Item:  LC89-249.I3-N 
Petition: 

31150-LC-249.13-D,Pg.  III? 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1109  253  2 

Subject:  Limit  lay  member  to 
AC  term  to  4  consecutive  years 

Committee  Item:  LC90-253.2-N 
Petition: 

3I427-LC-253.2-D,Pg.  1 118 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  71;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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11102531 

Subject:  Local  church  lay  leader 
and  associate  lav  leaders' 

Committee  Item:"LC91-253.1-N 
Petition: 

31425-LC-253.1-D,  Pg.  1118 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currcncc. 

I  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


nil  253 

Subject:  Expand  lay  leadership 
members 

Committee  Item:  LC92-253-N 
Petition: 

31426-LC-253-D,  Pg.  1118 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  74;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1112-2528  4 

Subject:  Add  celebrating 
homosexual  unions  as  a 
chargeable  offense 

Committee  Item:  LC94-2528.4-N 
Petition: 

31591-LC-2528.4-D,  Pg.  1136 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  68;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1113  262 

Subject:  Add  classes  to  local 
church  bodies  if  the  church  has 
consistently  had  ave.  500+ 
worship  over  3vrs 

Committee  Item':  LC95-262-N 
Petition: 

31436-LC-262-D,  Pg.  1128 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  70;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


11142581 

Subject:  Each  local  church  shall 
have  a  Sunday  school  for 
educational  ministry 

Committee  Item:  LC97-258.1-N 
Petition: 

30889-LC-258.1-D,  Pg.  1126 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  71;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1115  258  3 

Subject:  There  "may"  be  a  unit 
of  UMW  in  each  local  church 

Committee  Item:  LC98-258.3-N 
Petition: 

31434-LC-258.3-D,  Pg.  1125 
Membership:  98;  Present:  71; 
For:  61;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


1118-255  1 

Subject:  Guidelines  for  naming 
ministry  coordinators  in  local 
churches 

Comminee  Item:  LC 101-255. 1 -N 
Petition: 

30425-LC-255.1-D,Pg.  1122 
Membership:  98;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  [)ate   / 


11192582 

Subject:  "Professing"  members 
can  be  youth 

Committee  Item:  LC102-258.2-N 
Petition: 

30351-LC-258.2-D,  Pg.  1126 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1116-258.2 

Subject:  Scouting  tanistry  may 
be  included  in  local  church 
ministries  if  meets  UM  Constit. 
&  SocPrin  guidel. 

Committee  Item:  LC99-258.2-N 
Petition: 

31433-LC-258.2-D,Pg.  1124 
Membership:  98;  Present:  71; 
For:  68;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1117-258.2 

Subject:  Two  adults  shall  be 
present  in  each  Sunday  School 
class  for  children  and  vouth 

Committee  Item:  LC1O0-258.2-N 
Petition: 

30994-LC-258.2-D,  Pg.  1126 
Membership:  98;  Present:  72; 
For:  67;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


11202582 

Subject:  Eighteen-year-old 
church  members  may  vote  at 
Church  Conferences 

Committee  Item:  LC103-258.2-N 
Petition: 

30995-LC-258.2-D,  Pg.  1126 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1121-2583 

Subject:  Local  church 
encouraged  to  have  an 
organized  unit  of  UMW 

Committee  Item:  LC104-258.3-N 
Petition: 

30888-LC-258.3-D,  Pg.  1127 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  69;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1122-254  2 

Subject:  Outreach  ministries  to 
include  earth  advocacy 

Committee  Item:  LC108-254.2-N 
Petitions: 

30027-LC-254.2-D,  Pg.  1121; 

30139-LC-254.2-D,  Pg.  II22; 

30272-LC-254.4-D,  Pg.  1 122; 

30273-LC-254.1-D,Pg.  1120; 

30600-LC-254.2-D,  Pg.  1122; 

30886-LC-254-D,  Pg.  1120; 

30887-LC-254-D,  Pg.  1120; 

3I151-LC-254.4-D,Pg.  1121; 

31428-LC-254.4-D.  Pg.  1121; 

31431-LC-254.2-D.  Pg.  1121; 

3  I432-LC-254.4-D,  Pg.  1 121 
Memisership:  98;  Present  70; 
For  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Coiranittee  recommends  Noncon- 
cnrrence. 

[  ]  CancnfTencc  [  ]  NoncancnrTaKe 


1123-262.2 

Subject:  Add  new  duties  t» 

StanTParish  Relations 

Committee 

Committee  Iton:  LCI  1 1-262-2-N 
Petitions: 

3 1438-LC-262.2-D,  Pg.  1 132; 

31915-LC-262.2-D,  Pg.  1831; 

31916-LC-262.2-D,  Pg.  1426 
Membership:  98;  Present:  68; 
For  67;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recoimneniis  Noncon- 
airrence. 

I  I  Cancuirence  [  ]  Nonconcinraicc  DMe  / 


1124-262  2 

Subject:  AC  can  vote  to  allow 
itself  to  cooperate  in  setting 
equitable  salary  for  its'clergr 

Committee  Item':  LCI  12-262L2-N 
Petition: 

3l443-LC-262.2-D,Pg.  1132 
Membership:  98;  Present:  66; 
For  65;  Against  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noocon- 
airrence. 

[  I  Concuncnce  [  ]  Nonconoincncc  DMe  / 


1125-264 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  LCI  I5-264-N 
Petition: 

31444-LC-264-D,  Pg.  II 35 
Membership:  98;  Present  66; 


For  66;  Against  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

Tbe  Cnwrimillre  recooiinoids  NtncoB- 
LUiieutx. 


[]Ca 


DMe  / 


1126-264 

Subject:  If  Ch.Conf.  votes  five 
yrs  in  row  to  withftraw  from 
denomination,  it  may  do  so 

Committee  Item:  LC116-264-N 
Petition: 
31714-LC-264-D,  Pg.  1135 
Membership:  98;  Present  66; 
For  65;  Against  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

Tbe  Cuiuuiittee  tecommends  Nancon- 
cuiieucc 


[  \  CUULUIIUMJ,   [I 


DMe  / 


1127-NonDis 

Subject:  Retain  membersUp 
vows  as  written  and  baptized 
in£ants  as  preparatory  memboi 

Committee  Item: 
LC117-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31815-LC-NonDis-0,Pg.  1428 
Membership:  98;  Present  66; 
For  64;  Against  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ICuBUMicuu  [INcBconcmicnce  DMe  / 


1128-215.1 

Subject:  V^riid  baptism  is 
ailministered  in  tne  name  of  the 
Father/Son/Hoiy  Spirit 

Committee  Item:  LCI  19-215. 1-N 
Petition: 

30990-LC-2I5.1-D,  Pg.  1 105 
Membership:  98;  Present  60; 
For  60;  Against  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
D<te:5/8 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

QCoacmoKe  [ ] NoKoacmcnce  DMe  / 


1129-215 

Sirikjcct:  Change  I 

baptism  to  comply  with  3ndiciai 

Council  811 

Comimttee  Item:  LC120-215-N 
Petition: 

30323-LC-215-D,  Pg.  1104 
Membership:  98;  Present  60; 


For:  60;  Against  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Comminee  ■■^-rmumii^^  Noncoo- 
ciuieuce. 


[  ]  CuMJUiEnce  [  ]  I 


DMe  / 


1130^2213 

Snbfcct:  ''Professing"  members 
procede  on  chvgeable 


Committee  Item:  LC121-2213-N 
Petition: 

30326-LC-221.3-D,  Pg.  1106 
Membership:  98;  Present  60; 
For  60;  Against  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Nonooa- 
dmcncc: 


[  I  Cutuiiuice  [  ]  Nonconcvreace 


1131-26ZI 

Sabject:  Elect  nominees  '^either* 
firnm  the  flnor  ''or  through 
rccmnm^uiation  of  Comm.  oa 
Nom.  and  FersonneL'^ 

Committee  Item:  LC 122-262. 1 -N 
Petitions: 

30493-LC-262.1-D,Pg.  1129; 

30606-LC-262.1-D,Pg.  1129; 

30890-LC-262.1-D,Pg.  1130; 

31216-LC-262.1-D,Pg.  1130; 

31437-LC-26Z1-D,  Pg.  1 130; 

31439-LC-262.1-D,Pg.  1130 
Membership:  98;  Present  60; 
For  60;  A^iinst  0;  Not  Voting:  (^ 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committe  recommencb  Nonoon- 
currcnce. 


[  ]  Concorrcnce  [  ]  Nonco 


DMe  / 


1132-2548.5 

Sabject:  DiscontinuatkHi  or 
abandonment  of  local  church 
property 

Committee  Item:  LC  128-2548  J-N 
Petition: 

30977-LC-2548.5-D,  Pg.  1140 
Membership:  98;  Present  75; 
For  69;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  I; 
DatezS/S 

The  Commiaee  fecommcmfa  NancoB- 
cuiieuce. 

[  ]  CaacufTcncc  [  ]  Nonconctarcncc  Due   / 


1133-200 

Snhject:  Add  as  the  second 
paragraph  text  after  241 
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Committee  Item:  LC129-200-N 
Petition: 

30340-LC-200-D,  Pg.  1112 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  78;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1134-200 

Subject:  Add  "professing" 
members  to  the  charge 
conference 

Committee  Item:  LC132-200-N 
Petition: 

30346-LC-200-D,  Pg.  1 1 14 
Membership:  98;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1135-249 

Subject:  CC  set  pastoral 
compensation  within  guidelines 
established  by  annual 
conference 

Committee  Item:  LCI34-249-N 
Petition: 

31914-LC-249-D,Pg.  1425 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  78;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1136-NonDis 
Subject:  Local  church  may 
establish  Covenant  of 
Ch. Member,  and  annual 
Renewal  covenant  by  3/4  vote  of 
CC 

Committee  Item: 
LC135-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31709-LC-NonDis-O,Pg.  1142 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  80;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1 1  Concurrence  (  )  NoncofKurrence  Date   / 


1137-NonDis 
Subject:  Reject/oppose 
overtures  from  United  Religions 
Initiative 

Committee  Item: 
LC136-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31748-LC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1 143 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  75;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1138-2524 

Subject:  Local  church  Board  of 
Trustees  membership  shall  be 
2/3  professing  members  of  UMC 

Committee  Item:  LC137-2524-N 
Petition: 

30382-LC-2524-D,  Pg.  452 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  80;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1139-2527.1 

Subject:  Cooperative  parish 
board  of  trustees  membership 
shall  be  2/3  professing  members 
of  UMC 

Committee  Item:  LC138-2527.1-N 
Petition: 

30383-LC-2527.1-D,  Pg.  1135 
Membership:  98;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1140-2529  2 

Subject:  Local  church  board  of 
trustee  chair  shall  be  a 
professing  member  of  the  UMC 

Committee  Item:  LC139-2529.2-N 
Petition: 

30384-LC-2529.2-D,  Pg.  1136 
Membership:  98;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Conunittee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1141-2551 

Subject:  Allow  exemption  from 
trust  clause 

Committee  Item:  LCI 40-255 1-N 
Petition: 
31851-LC-2551-D,  Pg.  1426 
Membership:  98;  Present:  82; 
For:  80;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1142-253 

Subject:  "Professing 
membership"  shall  provide  the 
lav  leader  of  a  local  church 
Committee  Item:  LC142-253-N 
Petition: 

30350-LC-253-D,  Pg.  1117 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1143-248.7 

Subject:  Absentee  Ballot 

Committee  Item:  LC143-248.7-N 
Petition: 

31977-LC-248.7-D 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1144-66 

Subject:  Every  church  must 

have  a  child  advocate  on  stafT 

Committee  Item:  LC144-66-N 
Petition: 

31801-LC-66-D,  Pg.  1285 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1145-253  2 

Subject:  Change  "charge"  to 
"church" 

Committee  Item:  LC146-253.2-N 
Petition: 
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31525-LC-253.2-D,Pg.  1118 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 
For:  81;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  >k>nconcurTence  Date   / 


1146-NonDis 

Subject:  Cooperative  parish 

ministries 

Committee  Item: 

LC147-NonDis-N 

Petitions: 

30540-LC-R198-U,  Pg.  1143; 

30837-LC-R198-U,  Pg.  1 144; 

31697-LC-NonDis-0,Pg.  1142 
Membership:  98;  Present:  79; 


For:  79;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


Calendar  Items 


1147-502.3-MR 
Subject:  Change  number 
formula  for  G.C.  delegates  to 
restore  fairness  and  balance 

Committee  Item:  CO48-502.3-C 
Petition: 

30120-CO-502.3-D,Pg.  168 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  5 1 ;  Against:  24;  Not  Voting:  5 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

Minority  Report: 

Paragraph  502.3a 

"One  clergy  delegate  for  the  first  440  209 
clergy  members  of  the  annual  conference 
and  one'clergy  delegate  for  each  additional 
440  209  clergy  members  or  major  fraction 
thereof,  and 

b.  "One  clergy  delegate  for  the  first 
44.000  41,800  members  of  local  churches 
of  the  annual  conference  and  one  delegate 
for  each  additional  44.000  41,800  local 
church  members  ormajor  fraction  thereof" 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1148-30 

Subject:  Add  young  person 
from  each  district  as  member  of 
AC 

Committee  Item:  CO52-30-C 
Petition: 

31211-CO-30-C,Pg.  162 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  74;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1149-405-$ 

Subject:  If  an  AC  exceeds 
250,000  members  Jur.Conf  may 
reaUgn  episcopal/AC  boundaries 

Committee  Item:  CO71-405-N$ 
Petition: 

31492-CO-405-D$,Pg.  165 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  69;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1150-603 

Subject:  Annual  conference  may 
decide  to  be  in  session  every 
second  year 

Committee  Item:  CO80-603-N 
Petition: 

31710-CO-603-D,Pg.  175 
Membership:  89;  Present:  72; 
For:  39;  Against:  3 1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1151-604.13 

Subject:  Open  meetings,  annual 

conferences 

Committee  Item:  CO81-604.13-C 
Petition: 

30475-CO-604.13-D,  Pg.  176 
Membership:  89;  Present:  73; 
For:  35;  Against:  33;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 


1152-606.3 

Subject:  Remove  the  word 

"preferably" 

Committee  Item:  CO82-606.3-C 
Petition: 

30234-CO-606.3-D,  Pg.  177 
Membership:  89;  Present:  77; 
For:  69;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1153-606.9 

Subject:  Allow  individuals  to  see 

their  records  and  add  to  it 

Committee  Item:  CO97-606.9-N 
Petition: 

31529-CO-606.9-D,Pg.  177 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  70;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1154-508 

Subject:  Make  BoD  free  on  the 

official  web  site 

Committee  Item:  CO105-508-N 
Petition: 

31514-CO-508-D,Pg.  170 
Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  71;  Against:  9;  Not  Voting;  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon-' 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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Corrections  to  the  Calendar 

Calendar  Item  161  should  read:  Com- 
mittee recommends  concurrence  as 
ammended  as  follows: 

14  -806 

Subject:  Be  neutral  on 
abortion  and  GCFA  police 
entire  UMC  to  assure 
compliance 

Comminee  Item:  FA9-806-N 
Petition: 

30202-FA-806-D,  Pg.  432 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/3 

The  Committee  recommends  noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concuirence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

161-NonDis 

Subject:Support  International  Day 

of  Prayer 

Committee  Item: 
31731-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  916 
Membership:  113;  Present:  92;  For: 
55;  Against:  34;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/3 

Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows. 

Whereas,  many  societies  are  intoler- 
ant of  religious  people,  and  deny  them 
human  rights;  and 

Whereas,  according  to  the  U.S.  State 
Department,  the  governments  of  over 
60  nations  around  the  world  condone  the 
persecution  of  Christians;  and 

Whereas,  the  people  called  Method- 
ists have  traditionally  taken  the  lead  in 
opposing  injustice,  intolerance  and  big- 
otry; and 

Whereas,  Methodists  believe  in  the 
power  of  prayer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the 
United  Methodist  congregations  ob- 
serve an  International  Day  of  Prayer  for 
the  Persecuted  Church.  Each  Novem 


beri  the  firot  day  to  be  obocrvod  on  Nov. 
13,  3000; 

Be  it  fvirther  resolved  that  through 
our  earnest  prayers  we  may  grow  in  our 
sense  of  unity  with  Chnstians  around 
the  world  and  become  more  aware  of  the 
needs  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  and  the 
problems  they  may  encounter  bccauoc 
of  modem  rchgious  peroccution  and  9uf- 
fcnngi  who  suffer  because  of  their 
Christian  faith. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  I>ite  / 


440  -NonDis 
Subject:  Provide  grants  to 
churches  to  help  tnem  become 
accessible  for  pnysically 
challenged  people 
Committee  item: 
GM31-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
31808-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1356 

Membership:  1 13;  Present:  100; 
For:  95;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Whereas,  It  is  essential  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  denomination  find 
a  way  to  assist  individual  churches  in  the 
annual  conferences  to  find  grant  money  to 
assist  them  in  becoming  more  accessible 
by  removing  architectural  barriers;  and 

Whereas,  our  denomination  estab- 
lishes many  programs  around  specific 
groups  of  people,  whether  they  be  ethnic 
groups  or  age-targeted  groups;  and 

Whereas,  each  of  the  groups  that  the 
church  claims  an  interest  in  and  sets  prior- 
ities for  include  persons  with  disabilities. 
There  are  more  than  54  million  in  the 
United  States  alone.  The  United  Nations 
recently  focused  on  the  issue  of  disability 
by  calling  for  institutions  to  become  more 
acccssiblet-Bfld , 

Whereas,  several  years  ago,  $500 
grants  were  awarded  to  churches  that  were 
qualified,  to  help  them  increase  their  ac- 
cessibility; and 

Whereas,  GCFA  is  reoommending 
tl6.3  million  for  innovative  and  etncfg 


ing    ministries    during    the    2001  1004 
quadfcnnium. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  it  would 
be  appropnate  to  set  aside  monies  frem 
this  souroc  to  again  provide  accessibility 
grants  or  loans  to  churches  in  each  of  the 
annual  conferences.  The  program  could 
be  administered  from  within  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  or  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  or  some 
other  oppfopriQic  body. 

[ )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


625  -NonDis-S 
Subject:  Asian  American 
language  ministry'  study 

Committee  Item: 

GM25-NonDis-AS 

Petition: 

30863-GM-NonDis-OS,  Pg. 

1822 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  100; 
For:  100;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting: 
0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows;  Delete  the 
following  paragraph  under  Findings: 

There  lo  an  urgent  need  to  develop 
new  ministries,  fellowships,  and  congrc 
golions. — With  sufficient  resources  ond   i 
ouppon.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
could  begin   100  new  Asian  Amenoan 
congregations,    ministries,    and    fellow- 
ships in  the  2000  aOOl  Quadrennium. 
This  could  be  done  with  the  joint  effort  of 
the  general  boards  and  agencies,  annual 
conferences,  distnols.  and  others. 


Currently,  there  is  a  shortage  of  lead- 
ership . . . 

In  the  1st  paragraph  under  "Recruit- 
ment and  Training  of  Pastoral  and  Lay 
Leadership",  insert  the  word,  Visayan, 
after  Tagalog 

[]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1155-507 

Subject:  Changes  in  church  law 
should  take  effect  as  soon  as 
possible 

Committee  Item:  COl  10-507-N 
Petition: 

3i513-CO-507-D.  Pg.  169 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  57;  Against:  19;  Not  Voting:  2; 


Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1156-121 

Subject:  Increase  the  number  or 
GC  delegates 

Committee  Item:  COl  1 1-12.1-C 
Petition: 

31612-CO-12.1-C.  Pg.  161 
Membership:  89;  Present:  66; 
For:  56;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  2; 
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Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1157  31 

Subject:  Jurisdictional  & 
central  conferences  may  give  lay 
full  vote  on  everything 

Committee  Item:  "CO  1 17-31 -A 
Petition: 

3!045-CO-31-C,  Pg.  163 
Membership:  89;  Present:  65; 
For:  43;  Against:  18;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows;  Delete  the  two 
words  "Jurisdictional  and"  so  that  the  text 
begins.  "Central  conferences  may...." 

1  ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1158-NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Formation  of 
non-geographic  judicatories 

Committee  Item: 
C0118-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 

31849-CO-NonDis-0$,  Pg.  1345 
Membership:  89;  Present:  64; 
For:  52;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1159  Ri 

Subject:  Oppose  privatization  of 
Social  Security 

Committee  Item:  CS126-R1-R 
Petition: 

30124-CS-Rl-U,  Pg.45 
Membership:  120;  Present:  93; 
For:  45;  Against:  33;  Not  Voting: 
15; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1160-NonDis-! 

Subject:  New  tribal  economic 

strategies  for  the  next  century 

Committee  Item: 
CS135-NonDis-C! 
Petition: 

31302-CS-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  462 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 


For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1161-NonDis 

Subject:  GBOD  create  proactive 
program  of  love  and  hope  for 
and  to  those  wishing  to  leave 
homosexual  lifestyle 
Committee  Item: 
DI102-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31744.DI-NonDis-0,  Pg.  1828 
Membership:  109;  Present:  76; 
For:  52;  Against:  24;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1162-NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Episcopal  Fund 

Committee  Item: 
FA34-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 
30704-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  334 
Membership:  97;  Present:  65; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1163-NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Black  College  Fund 

Committee  Item: 
FA37-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30702-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  331 
Membership:  97;  Present:  59; 
For:  59;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1164-806.12 

Subject:  GCFA  shall  have  the 
responsibility  and  authority  to 
stop  funds  given  to  gays 

Committee  Item:  FA40-806.12-N 
Petition: 

30255-FA-806.I2-D,  Pg.436 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  56;  Against:  19;  Not  Voting:  3; 


Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1165-NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Ministerial  Education 

Fund 

Committee  Item: 
FA41-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 
30701-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pe.  330 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1166-NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Budget  of  the  GCFA 

Committee  Item: 
FA48-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 
30713-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  361 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1167-NonDis-$ 

Subject:  References  from  the 

1996  General  Conference 

Committee  Item: 
FA49-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

307I2-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  358 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1168-NonDis-! 

Subject:  Pay  equity  in  the 

general  agencies  of  the  UMC 

Committee  Item: 
FA50-NonDis-C! 
Petition: 

3071  l-FA-NonDis-0$,  Pg.  352 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  74;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 
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The  Commitlee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    /  ( )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrcnce  Date 


1169-NonDis-S 

Subject:  Directives  for  the 

administration  of  the  General 

Funds 

Committee  Item: 
FA5l-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30710-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pe.  350 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1170-NonDis-! 
Subject:  Asian  American 
language  ministry  study 

Committee  Item; 
FA55-NonDis-C! 
Petition: 

31767-FA-NonDis-OS,  Pg.  469 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  80;  Agamst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  I  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1171-NonDis 

Subiect:  Continue  support  of 
Mettiodist  Church  ol^Puerto 
Rico  in  transition  time 

Committee  Item:  FA57-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31287-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  460 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  73;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcunence  Due  I 


1172-NonDis 
Subject:  Support  GBHEM 
efforts  to  keep  UM  Student  Day 
Special  Offering 

Committee  Item:  FA59-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30485-FA-NonDis-O.  Pg.  457 
Membership:  97;  Present:  81; 
For:  65;  Against:  15;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 


1173-806.1 

Subject:  Use  actual  receipts  for 

budgeting  procedures  and 

comparisons 

Committee  Item:  FA64-806.1-C 
Petition: 

30006-FA-806.1-D,  Pg.436 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  4 1 ;  Against:  38;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1174-805.1-$ 
Subject:  Add  young  person 
between  ages  of  12  and  17 
Committee  Item:  FA95-805.I-C$ 
Petition: 
31246-FA-805.1-D,  Pg.  431 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  CotKuirence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1175-6 

Subject:  Title  to  properties 

Committee  Item:  FA145-6-C 
Petition: 

30809-FA-6-C,  Pg.  425 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1176-NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Exempt  from  pension 

build-up  P.R.Methodisn  Church 

fastors  entering  into  plan  after 
/2/2001 
Committee  Item: 
FA169-NonDis-A$ 
Petition: 

3I504-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  466 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Effective  January  1 .  200 1 ,  amend  section 
4.01c.  Of  the  Mmistenal  Pension  Plan,  to 
read: 

For  participants  who  do  not  receive  a 
contribution  pursuant  to  Section  4.0ij(4), 
serving  full-time  appointment,  eligible  to 
be  enrolled  prior  to  January-  1,  2001  and 
who  are  receiving  Compensation  at  least 
equivalent  to  60%  of  the  applicable  Confer- 
ence Average  Compensation  or  60%  of  the 
Denominational  Average  Compensation, 
whichever  is  less,  in  the  Puerto  Rico  Meth- 
odist Church,  in  addition  to  the  contribution 
required  in  Section  4.01a,  the  Pueno  Rico 
Methodist  Church  shall  contnbute  a 
build-up  to  the  Account  of  such  Participants 
in  an  amount  equal  to  the  Denominational 
Average  Compensation,  multiplied  by  the 
contnbution  rate  of  the  Puerto  Rico  Meth- 
odist Church,  less  the  required  contribution 
in  accordance  with  section  4.01a  above. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


1177-NonDis 

Subject:  Health  care  is  a  basic 
human  right;  end  private  health 
insurance;  adopt  nat'l  health 
care  system 

Committee  Item:  F067-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30198-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  530 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 15; 
For:  98;  Against:  1 5;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
ctirrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1178-68 

Subject:  Allow  voluntary  prayer 

in  schools 

Committee  Item:  F069-68-A 
Petition: 

31677-FO-68-D,  Pg.  514 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 15; 
For:  84;  Against:  30;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  the  following  to  the  end  of 
68D: 

The  state  should  not  prohibit  the  free 
exercise  of  opgaiiifcd.  toluniary  prayer 
in  public  schools  or  at  other  public  occa- 
sions. It  is  vital  that  we  not  misinterpret 
the  rightful  separation  of  church  and 
slate  as  the  abolition  of  all  religious  ex- 
pression from  public  view. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1179-103 

Subject:  Work  for  reconciliation 

under  Jesus 

Committee  Item:  FO70-103-A 

Petition: 
30875-FO-103-D,  Pg.  517 

Membership:  116;  Present:  103; 

For:  65;  Against:  38;  Not  Voting:  0; 

Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 
Amend  the  last  sentence  to  read: 
We  call  all  persons  into  discipleship  and 

for  the  reconciliation  of  all  things  under  the 

Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1180  65 

Subject:  Suicide 

Committee  Item:  F074-65-A 
Petition: 
30550-FO-65-D,  Pg.  504 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  99; 
For:  76;  Against:  20;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Move  the  proposed  paragraph  1  to  be  the 
second  paragraph.  The  entire  proposed 
^65.II.M  would  read: 

We  believe  that  suicide  is  not  the  way  a 
human  life  should  end.  The  church  has  an 
obligation  to  see  that  all  persons  have  ac- 
cess to  needed  pastoral  and  medical  care 
and  therapy  in  those  circumstances  that  lead 
to  loss  of  self-worth,  ©f  suicidal  despair, 
and/or  the  desire  to  seek  physician  as- 
sisted suicide.  We  encourage  the  church  to 
provide  education  to  address  the  biblical, 
theological,  social  and  ethical  issues  related 
to  suicide,  including  United  Methodist 
theological  seminary  courses  focusing  on 
issues  of  suicide. 

A  Christian  perspective  on  suicide  be- 
gins with  an  affirmation  of  faith  that 
nothing,  including  suicide,  separates  us 
from  the  love  of  God.  (Romans  8:38-39). 
Therefore,  we  deplore  the  condemnation 
of  people  who  take  their  own  lives,  and 
we  consider  unjust  the  stigma  that  so  of- 
ten falls  on  surviving  family  and  friends. 

We  strongly  encourage  pastors  to  ad- 
dress this  issue  through  preaching  and 
teaching.  We  urge  pastors  to  provide  pas- 
toral care  to  attempters,...  remove  the  op- 
pressive stigma  around  suicide.  The 
church  does  not  endorse  the  enlistment 
of  medical  providers,  who  are  charged  to 
cure  and  to  care,  to  assist  people  in  taking 
their  own  lives. 

Delete  the  last  paragraph. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1181-200-MR 

Subject:  UMC  afirms  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  one  and  only  Savior  of 
the  world,  Lord  of  all 

Committee  Item:  FO75-200-A 
Petition: 
31606-FO-200-D,Pg.  520 
Membership:  116;  Present:  103; 
For:  57;  Against:  45;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends 
concurrence  as  amended  as  fol- 
lows: 

Amend  Part  V,  Sec.  1  of  the  BOD  (pg. 
1 14)  to  read: 

The  mission  of  the  Church  is  to 
make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  by 
proclaiming  the  good  news  of 
God's  grace  ...  the  vision  Scripture  holds 
before  us.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
affirms  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God,  the  one  and  only  Savior  of  the 
world,  and  the  Lord  of  all. 

The  Church  affirms  and  shall 
be  obedient  to  the  words  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  John  14:6(NIV):  "I  am 
the  way  and  the  truth  and  the  life. 
No  one  comes  to  the  Father  ex 


cept  through  me."  Although  We 
respect  persons  of  all  religious 
faiths,  we  defend  the  right  of  reli- 
gious freedom,  and  we  affirm  that 
"There  is  salvation  in  no  one  else, 
for  there  is  no  other  name  under 
heaven  given  among  mortals  by 
which  we  must  be  saved."  (Acts 
4:12,  NRSV) 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1182-NonDis-MR 

Subject:  Jesus  is  the  only  way. 

Committee  Item:  F076-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
30665-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  535 
Membership:  116;  Present:  103; 
For:  58;  Against:  43;  Not  Votmg:  2; 

Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Amend  the  last  paragraph  to  read: 
Although  we  We  respect  and  seek  dia- 
logue with  persons  of  all  religious  faiths 
and  we  defend  the  right  of  religious  free- 
(jomrwe.  We  reaffirm  that,  "there  is  salva- 
tion in  no  one  else,  for  there  is  no  other 
name  under  heaven  given  among  mortals 
by  which  we  must  be  saved."  (Acts  4:12 
NRSV) 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1183-65.C-MR 

Subject:  Retain  prohibition 

against  same  gender  service 

Committee  Item:  F077-65.C-C 
Petition: 
30052-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  484 
Membership:  116;  Present:  106; 
For:  64;  Against:  37;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/7 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1184 

This  calendar  item  was  removed  by  the 
coordinator  of  the  calendar  in  order  to  print 
the  legislative  committee  report  and  the  mi- 
nority report  at  the  same  time. 

1185-304.3 

Has  been  placed  on  Consent 

Calendar  C04. 

1186 

This  calendar  item  was  removed  by  the 
coordinator  of  the  calendar  in  order  to  print 
the  legislative  committee  report  and  the  mi- 
nority report  at  the  same  time. 

1187-65.G 

Subject:  All  persons,  regardless 
of  sexual  orientation,  may 
receive  ministry  of  the  church 

Committee  Item:  F098-65.G-N 
Petition: 
30693-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  498 
Membership:  116;  Present:  114; 
For:  72;  Against:  37;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon-' 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1188-65.F 

Subject:  Change  sex'  to 

'gender' 

Committee  Item:  F099-65.F-N 

Petition: 
30005-FO-65.F-D,  Pg.  495 
Membership:  116;  Present:  104; 
For:  67;  Against:  32;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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11 89-66  F 

Svbjcct:  Chaoge  '^kx* 


C^mminet 


.ommmee  Item:  FOIOO-^J-N 
Petition: 

30007-FO-66.F-D.  Pg.  1283 
Membership:  1 16;  Prraent  1 15; 
For  97;  Agamst:  14;  Not  Vodng:  4; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Comnnnee  » » twuinids  Nonca»- 

CUIILIH.L. 

t  I  Coacancace  [  ]  I 


1  ISBUaHhr  ileal  was  ronovcd  by  die 
ciww&mnr  of  liic  caienibr  in  order  to  print 
the  Ic^ssisDvc  committee  report  and  the  nn- 
nonty  report  at  the  same  tune. 

1191-NonDis 

Sabiect:  Affirm  BOD  pracess 

fmr  dealiag  w/violatiaBS  of  it 

Committee  Item;  GJ60-NoiiDis-N 
Petition: 

31329-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  780 
Membership:  92;  Present:  72; 
For  57;  Against:  13;  >iot  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  retxnnmends  Noncon- 
ciuiesiLC. 

[  I  CouuitiLuce  ( 1 1 


1192-3 

Sabject:  Articles  of  i 
tke  coafessioa  of  faitk 

Committee  Item:  GJ72-3-A 
Petition: 

3O806-GJ-3-C,  Pg.  705 
Membership:  92;  ficsem:  81; 
For  8 1 ;  Against:  0;  >k)t  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/8 


The  Comminee  rccommeods  conoB-- 
rcncc  as  auKuded  as  follows:  add  wonb  at 

end  in  place  of  pnor  to  their  unitmg 

Amend  3.  .Article  III: 

The  ArtKies  ofUdigian  aid  the  Confes- 
sion of  Faith  of  TW  Unilari  Mclhadht 
Ckarck  arc  a^iall  he  those  LMiimlly  far- 
■eriy  hekt  by  Tbc  MctiiodHt  Onadi  mid 
The  Evangehcal  Unded  Bielhien  Chonji. 
respectivdv:  , 


1193-267  3-$ 

Sakfcct:  ClHify  Hc  of  W«rM 

Coaamniaa  Smirimr  rccapti 

Committee  Item:  GJ89-267.3-CS 
Petition: 


31%8-GJ-267.3-D$ 
Membership:  92;  Present:  84; 
For  84;  .-V^inst:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Coonmttee   recommends   concur- 


[  I  CunuaiLDce  [  ]  N<— iikiuiuiu. 


1194-268.1 

Subject:  Change  date  of 
Heritage  Sunday  from  .April  to 
May 

Committee  Item:  GJ93-268.1-N 
Petition: 

30088-GJ-268.I-D,  Pg.  714 
Membership:  92;  Present:  79; 
For  72;  Against  7;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuiiciice. 


(1 


[i 


1195-NonDis-! 

Sobject:  Research  plan  for  the 

UMC 

Committee  Item: 
GJlOO-NonDis-C! 
Petition: 

31392-GJ-NonDis-O!,  P|^  595 
Membership:  92;  Present:  73; 
For  68;  Against  4;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 


[  ]  Nanconcurrciice  OMe   / 

1196-NonDis-$ 

Sobject:  Coatinae  restorative 
jiHtice  ministries 

Committee  Item: 
GMl6-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 
30870-GM-NonDis-OS.  Pt  899 
Membership:  113;  Presem:  74; 
For  74;  Against  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Cammiaee   reconunends   coocur- 


(JCa 

1197-NonDis 

Subject:  GBCM  will  cooperate 

with  other  denominations  in 

pruchMuing  the  gospd 

throoghout  the  world 

Commmce  Item: 

GM17-NonDis-N 


Petition: 
31018-GM-1301-D,  Pg.  8« 
.Membership:  1 13;  Present  85; 
For  66;  .Against:  19;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 


The  Coomiittce  rccooi 
cnrrence. 

[]Co 


mxads  Naacmi- 


Qmc 


1198-NonDis 

Subject:  Puerto  Rican  political 

prisoners 

Committee  Item: 
GM64-NonDis-C 
Petition; 

31281-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1356 
Membership:  113;  Present  74; 
For  32;  Against  25;  Not  Voung: 
17; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Commiitee 


[  ]  CuMuuituce  [  ]  NaaconcoRcnce  Dale 

1199-NonDis-S 

Subject:  GBGM  keep  deploying 

Church  &  Coram,  workers 

Committee  Item: 
GM77-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30230-GM-NonDis-O$,  Pe.  49 
Membership:  1 13;  Present  l03; 
For  95;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Date:  5/8 

The  CommiOee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  CfUMiuice  [  ]  Noacuncanaicc  Dale 

120O^332MR 
Subject:  Move  prohibition 
af^mst  same  sex  anion  to 
■MStrv  section 

Committee  Item:  HE159-332-A 
Petition: 

30049-HE-332-D.  Pg.  966 
Membership:  108;  Present  102; 
For  58;  Agamst:  38;  Not  Votmg:  6; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  conctB-- 
rence  as  amended  as  follows:  In  place  of 
"move  the  last  sentence..."  place  the  words, 
"insert  after  133Z5  a  new  1332.6  which 
reads,  'ceremonies  that  cekfarate  huMwii- 

Minority  RepofT: 

^32.6  Ceremonies  that  cde- 
jnions  shall  ml  be  rv- 
i|uiicd  or  ov  riuiusicrs  not  be  >  iinihK.lcd  n 
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our  churches  without  the  permission  of 
the  pastor  in  charge. 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1201-NonDis 

Subject:  All  ordained  clergy 

Earticpate  in  an  intensive  trng  to 
elp  develop  multi-cultural 
sensitivity 
Committee  Item: 
HE168-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31781-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1036 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  95;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 
The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 

Board  of  Higher  Education  with  amend- 
ment as  follows:  In  paragraph  5  line  4  take 
out  word  "mandate"  and  insert  word  "en- 
courage" and  next  to  last  paragraph  add  "be 
encouraged  to  "  before  "develop" 


31945-HE-1405-D,Pg.  1659; 

31946-HE-1405-D,  Pg.  1659 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  94;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1205-315.9 

Subject:  Delete  "marriage"  add 
"all  covenant  relationships" 
regarding  examination  oT 
ministerial  candidates 
Committee  Item:  HE193-315.9-N 
Petition: 

30637-HE-315.9-D,Pg.  954 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  84;  Against:  18;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


Pan-Methodist  and  concordat  church  orga- 
ni2ations. 

3.  Last  sentence  should  end".. .Presidents 
of  Central  Conference  Organizations..." 

Para>  2302  [2nd  para  6)  ADD  last  sen- 
tence "This  shall  include  meeting  and  re- 
lated expenses  for  the  central  conference 
presidents." 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1207-2302.2 

Subject:  Support  Scouting  and 
ensure  it  is  mee^s  UM  Constit 
and  Soc.  Principles  values 

Committee  Item:  IC47-2302.2-N 
Petition: 

31583-IC-2302.2-D,Pg.  1096 
Membership:  73;  Present:  59; 
For:  46;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1202-315.4 

Subject:  Evangelism  as 

undergraduate  requirement  for 

candidates. 

Committee  Item:  HE172-315.4-C 
Petition: 

30623-HE-315.4-D,Pg.  952 
Membership:  108;  Present:  101; 
For:  66;  Against:  26;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1203-315.6 

Subject:  Evangelism  as 

requirement  for  local  pastor 

candidate. 

Committee  Item:  HE173-315.6-C 
Petition: 

30625-HE-315.6-D,Pg.  954 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  90;  Against:  1 2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1204-1405 

Subject:  Institutions  receiving 
support  shall  increase  its 
accessibility  for  the  disabled 

Committee  Item:  HE192-1405-N 
Petitions: 


1206-2303-$ 

Subject:  Increase  Commission 
membership  by  14;  WSF 
supplement  funds  raised  by  the 
Commission 

Committee  Item:  IC45-2303-A$ 
Petition: 
30286-IC-2303-D$,  Pg.  1096 
Membership:  73;  Present:  56; 
For:  55;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Page  1096 
Para  2303;  Pet  30286 

Increase  Commission  membership  by 
16;  WSF  match  funds  raised  by  the 
Commissi 

on 

Paragraph  #1  change  thirty-seven  (37) 
to  thirty-nine  (39) 

Page  1097;  Paragraph  #5  change  from 
One  ( 1 )  to  Three  (3)  elected  presidents  from 
national  organizations  of  United  Methodist 
Men  of  central  conferences,  representing 
each  of  the  three  (3)  central  conference  re- 
gions, selected  by  the  central  conference 
members  of  theCollege  of  Bishops. 

Five  [5]  members  at  large  elected  by  the 
commission  including  at  least  two  [2] 
young  people 

between  ages  nineteen  [19]  and  thirty 
[30]. 

Add  after  Paragraph  #9:  In  addition, 
the  GCUMM  welcomes  paticipation  from 
persons  representing  men's  ministry   in 


1208-0 

Subject:  All  meeting  of  all 
bodies  of  UMC  shall  be  open  to 
the  public 

Committee  Item:  IC50-0-N 
Petition: 
31611-IC-0-C,Pg.  1089 
Membership:  73;  Present:  60; 
For:  45;  Against:  12;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1209-2103.11 
Subject:  Commission 
encouraged  to  explore 
relationship  between  spiritual 
gifts  &  women  in  the  Bible 
Committee  Item:  IC53-2103.11-A 
Petition: 

31585-IC-2103.11-D,Pg.  1827 
Membership:  73;  Present:  59; 
For:  3  3 ;  Against:  2 1 ;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Amendment 
to  PARA  2103.5 

Add  a  second  sentence  to 
read:  "The  commission  shall  also  be  en- 
couraged to 

explore  the  relationships  between 
spiritual  gifts  and  women  in  the  Bible." 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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12102624 

Subject:  Regarding  responsible 
handling  &  reporting  ol 
offerings 

Committee  Item:  LC9-262.4-A 
Petition: 

30891 -LC-262.4-D.Pg.  1 133 
Membership:  98;  Present:  75; 
For:  67;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  262.4  a) 

The  committee  shall  designate  at  least 
rwo  persons  (preferably  not  of  the  same 
family)  not  of  the  Immediate  family  re- 
siding in  the  same  household  to  count  the 
offenng. .  givmg  a  record  of  funds  reoeived 
to  both  the  financial  secretory  and  church 
troaiiurcr.  They  shall  work  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  Tinancia!  secretary.  .4  re- 
cord of  all  funds  received  shall  be  given  to 
the  Tmancial  secretary  and  treasurer. 
Funds  received  shall  be  deposited  promptly 
in  accordance  with  the  procedures  estab- 
lished by  the  committee  on  finance.  The  fi- 
nancial secretary  shall  keep  records  of  the 
contributions  and  payments. 

1  )  Concurrence  ( J  Nooconcurrence  Dale   / 


1211  2551 

Subject:  Elect  a  scouting 
coordinator  when  there  are 
scout  ministries  or  civic 
youth-serving  ministries 

Committee  Item:  LC44-255.I-A 
Petition: 

30275-LC-255.1-D,  Pg.  1122 
Membership:  98;  Present:  73; 
For:  57;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Amend  255.1: 

.  .  .  coordinators  of  young  adult  and/or 
older  adult  ministries  may  be  elected. 
Where  there  are  civic  youth-serving 
agencies  or  scouting  ministry  units  pres- 
ent there  may  »I>«U  be  elected  a  scouting 
coordinator.  Where  needs  for  .  .  . 

I  I  ConcuirerKC  |  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1212  42 

Subject:  .Add  "professing"  to 
clarify  those  eligible  to  elect 
church  or  charge  ofTicers 

Committee  Item:  LC65-42-C 
Petition: 

30317-LC-42-C,  Pg.  1102 
Membership:  98;  Present:  81; 


For:  76;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1213-249 

Subject:  Charge  conf.  decides 
whether  or  not  gav  unions  shall 
be  permitted  w/a  2/3  vote 
needed 

Committee  Item:  LC85-249-N 
Petition: 

30885-LC-249-D,  Pg.  1115 
Membership:  98;  Present:  76; 
For:  65;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1214-R428 

Subject:  Use  of  church  facilities 

bv  communitv  groups 

Comminee  Item:  LC109-R428-A 
Petition: 

30857-LC-R428-U,  Pg.  1144 
Membership:  98;  Present:  74; 
For:  48;  Against:  18;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Encouragement  shall  be  given  for 
the  use  of  local  church  facilities  by 
community  groups  and  agencies 
that  serve  social  and  service  needs 
of  the  total  community  that  are  in 
keeping  with  the  mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Dale   / 


1215-NonDis 

Subject:  Church  Council  to  elect 
teacners,  counselors  and 
ofncers;  nominations  shall  be  by 
work  area  chair 
Committee  Item: 
LC114-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31837-LC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1428 
Membership:  98;  Present:  66; 
For:  55;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


1216-R694 
Subject:  Use  diverse 
metaphorical  images  from  Bible 

Committee  Item:  LC118-R694-A 
Petition: 

30844-LC-R694-U,  Pg.  1144 
Membership:  98;  Present:  64; 
For:  43;  Against:  1 7;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Delete  current  text  of  "Biblical 
Language,"  and  replace  with  the 
following  new  text,  p.  694: 

Whereas,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
affirms  the  use  of  biblical  language  and  im- 
ages in  worship  and  in  our  common  life  to- 
gether, and  affirms  the  use  of  language  thai 
reflects  the  long-standing  commitment  to 
the  inclusiveness  and  diversity  of  United 
Methodist  members  and  constituencies: 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  laity  be  encouraged  to 
use  diverse  metaphorical  images  from  the 
Bible,  including  masculincfeminine  meta- 
phors; use  language  for  humans  that  reflects 
both  male  and  female;  use  metaphors  of 
color  darkness,  ability,  and  age  in  positive 
rather  than  exclusively  negative  ways;  and 

Be  it  fijrther  resolved,  that  publications, 
audiovisual  media  and  other  materials  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  print  end  ou 
diovisual  media  shall  reflect  the  diverse 
biblical  metaphors,  as  well  as  language  that 
reflects  the  diversity  and  inclusiveness  of 
humanity.  ;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  United  Mcth 
odist  Publishing  House  will  update  guide 
lines  for  using  inclusive  longuogc  in  media 
that  will  reflect  the  issues  of  gender,  race, 
age.andobility  Theguidelineowillossistin 
the  use  of  diverse  metaphors  for  God.  in^ 
eluding  feminine  masculine  metaphors,  as 
legitimate,  biblical  ways  to  address  God. 
The  guidelines  will  be  provided  to  all  gen 
erol  agency  stofT.  conference  staff  and  con 
trooted  writcfo  and  producers  of  officiol 
United  Methodist  matefiols;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  thai  the  General 
Council  on  Miniatnes  or  other  appropriate 
body  will  updale  the  document  "Words  thai 


bibliuully   and   histoncully   grounded   re 
sources  for  using  divcfoe  metophors  and 


nincmasculine  lunguoge  and  me<uphof9. 
From  this  re'-wufce.  the  (iencrul  Council  on 

develop  u  cMjnctsg  set  of  guidelinefi  for  in 
elusion  in  the  next  edition  of  The  Umit^ 


[  )  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Dale    '  Methodist  Book  of  Worship.  "Words  that 


Hun.  Words  thot  Heol"  will  be  studied  duf 
tng  \hie  2001  J008  quadfewniuw  in  eongre 
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gational — end — ertief — United — Methodist 
acitings.  and  related  resources  will  be  prO' 
vided  on  the  Internet. 

[  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1217-2548.3 

Subject:  When  abandoning  a 
church,D.S.  and  trustees  to 
notify  chair  of  conf.  archives 
and  history 

Committee  Item:  LC131-2548.3-N 
Petition: 

30086-LC-2548.3-D,  Pg.  1 139 
Membership:  98;  Present:  80; 
For:  68;  Against:  1 2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1218-200 

Subject:  Basic  information  in 
242-244  is  resubmitted  as  new 
paragraph 

Committee  Item:  LC133-200-N 
Petition: 


30339-LC-200-D,  Pg.  1 1 1 1 
Membership:  98;  Present:  82; 
For:  58;  Against:  2 1 ;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


12192542 

Subject:  Use  equity  to  fund 
redevelopment  of  dying  church 

Committee  Item:  LC141-2542-A 
Petition: 

31592-LC-2542-D,Pg.  1137 
Membership:  98;  Present:  82; 
For:  5 8;  Against:  22;  Not  Voting:  2 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Add  a  new  subparagraph  to  the 
end  of  2542: 

Exception  to  this  restriction  may  be 
granted  in  specifically  designated  in- 
stances to  allow  use  of  equity  and/or  ac- 
cumulated assets  from  the  sale  of 
property  to  provide  for  congregational 
re-development  efforts   including  pro- 


gram and  staff.  Such  exception  may  be 
granted  by  the  annual  conference,  the 
bishop,  and  the  cabinet  upon  request  of 
the  local  church  in  consultation  with  con- 
gregation development  staff  where  appli- 
cable. A  clear  and  detailed  3-S  year 
re-development  plan  that  projects  a 
self-supporting  ministry  must  accom- 
pany the  request. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1220-262.2 

Subject:  IS otif}^  pastor  or  stafTof 
meeting  w/DS  if  that 
pastor^tafTs  continued 
employment  is  discussed 
Committee  Item:  LC145-262.2-C 
Petition: 

31152-LC-262.2-D,  Pg.  1132 
Membership:  98;  Present:  83; 
For:  67;  Against:  14;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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Removed  from  the  consent  Calendar 

354-68 

Ewmg,  E.  Keith 

Fukumoto.  JoAnn  Y. 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  A03by 

Barnes.  William  S. 

Wilkes,  Beverly  L. 

the  following  people: 

Fields,  L>-nette 

Howard.  Clifton 

Courtoy.  Charles  W. 

475-647.1 

Stroman.  Pat 

Bass,  Ressie  Mae 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C03by 

Sands.  Judy- 

the  following  people: 

Smith.  Hiram 

461-NonD 

Peterson,  John  D. 

Goad.  Babe 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C03by 

Kelsey-Powell.  Ana  K. 

the  following  people: 

Willson,  June  B. 

355-69 

Doyle.  Lin 

Elliott,  Joshua  A. 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  A03by 

Allread.  Ardith 

Jones-Yelvington,  Tim 

the  following  people: 

Scott,  William  D. 

k 


Faith  &  Values  Media  Brings  You 
the  Best  in  TV  ProgramiuiJ^ 
for  the  Spirit  on  Ddy^^BfKofi 

Odyssey  Weekly 


Faith  &  Values  Media,  a  service  of  the 
National  Interfaith  Cable  Coalition,  Inc.  (N/CCj, 
lias  lots  of  great  programs  for  United  Methodists. 

Have  you  seen  this  onel... 


r 


Emm)  Award-winning  TV  news  journalist  Mar\'  Alice  Williams  hosts  this  half-hour  news  magazine  with  thoughtful 
discussions  about  current  spiritual  issues  and  provocative  in-depth  features  that  explore  our  society 's  values  and 

ethics.  Co-produced  with  Odyssey  Productions  Sundays  at  3:3D  p.m.;  Mondays  at  12:30  a.m.  ET/PT 

Watch  Ihi^  and  other  programs  for  you  and  your  fmilv  on  Odvssev  }!etd'ork.  Jdevism  for  Today's  hmily. 
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Proceedings  of  the  2000  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Corrections 

DCA,  p  1 782,  column  1 ,  paragraph  1 : 

DALE  SEGREST  (Alabama-West 
Florida)  should  be  ROLAND 
SIEGRIST  (Austrian  Provisional) 


Continued  from  p.  2010) 

WILSON:  Our  next  calendar  item  is 
on  the  very  same  page,  1848,  in  your 
DCA.  It  is  Item  167,  Petition  30409;  in 
your  Advance  DCA,  on  page  979.  This  is 
on  "Incapacity  leave  resulting  from 
health  matters  and  disability  condi- 
tions," and  our  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Are  there 
questions  from  the  body?  All  right,  if 
you  will  support  the  recommendation 
from  the  committee,  press  1;  if  you  do 
not  support,  press  2.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  878;  No,  34.]  By  a 
vote  of  96.3%,  you  have  voted  to  sup- 
port the  recommendation  from  the 
committee. 

WILSON:  Our  next  petition  is  on 
1848,  it  is  Item  168,  Petition  30916;  in 
your  Advance  DCA,  978.  This  is  on  the 
subject  of  "Before  a  leave  is  granted, 
clergy  shall  be  appointed  for  at  least 
one  quadrennium,"  and  the  committee 
voted  and  recommends  nonconcur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Questions?  If 
you'll  support  the  recommendation  from 
the  committee  for  nonconcurrence  press 
1 .  If  you  do  not  so  support  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  799; 
No,  113]  Eighty-seven-point-six  percent 
is  your  recommendation  for  support  for 
nonconcurrence. 

WILSON:  Our  next  item  is  169,  at  the 
bottom  of  1848,  and  the  rest  of  that  is  on 
the  top  of  1849.  Petition  30741,  Advance 
DCA  957.  The  committee  recommends 
concurrence  with  amendment  as  fol- 
lows: "especially  members  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  Uniting."  The  com- 
mittee voted  in  concurrence  with 
amendment. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Are  there 
questions?  If  you'll  support  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee  for  con- 
currence please  press  1 .  If  you  do  not  so 
support,  press  2.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  851;  No,  57]  By  a 


vote  of  93.7%  you  have  voted  to  sup- 
port the  recommendation  from  the 
committee. 

WILSON:  Our  next  item  is  170, 
found  on  p.  1849.  Petition  number  is 
30638  Advance  DCA  958,  and  this  par- 
ticular one  is  on  adding  "all  covenant 
relationships"  regarding  examina- 
tions for  deacons.  The  committee  rec- 
ommends nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Are  there 
questions?  If  you'll  support  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee  please 
press  1;  if  you  do  not  support  press  2. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  772;  No,  141  [By  a  vote  of  84.6%you 
have  voted  to  support  the  recommen- 
dation from  the  committee. 

WILSON:  On  the  very  same  page  the 
next  calendar  item  is  171.  The  petition 
number  is  30640.  The  Advance  DCA 
page  is  962.  This  is  regarding  "all  cove- 
nant relationships  regarding  examina- 
tions of  elders."  The  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  are 
there  questions?  I  do  not  see  a  card.  If 
you'll  support  the  recommendation 
from  the  committee  press  1;  if  you  do 
not  support  press  2.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  By  a  vote  of  84.8% 
[Yes,  764;  No,  137]  you  have  voted  to 
support  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee. 

WILSON:  On  the  very  same  page  the 
Calendar  Item  172.  Petition  number  is 
30050.  Your  Advance  DCA  page  is  968. 
The  subject  was  deleting  words  in  effec- 
tive relationship.  The  committee  recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  are 
there  questions  to  the  chair?  I  do  not  see 
a  card.  If  you'll  support  the  recommen- 
dation from  the  committee,  press  1;  if 
you  do  not  support,  press  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  862;  No, 
48]  A  vote  of  94.7%.You  have  voted  to 
support  the  recommendation  from  the 
committee  for  nonconcurrence. 

WILSON:  Bishop,  that  concludes  our 
items  from  yesterday's  DCA.  Thank 
you  very  much. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thanks, 
Miss  Wilson,  and  thanks  to  the  other  of- 
ficers of  your  committee.  Thank  you. 


(Applause) 

Legislative  Committee 
on  Global  Ministries  Reports 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  The  next  leg- 
islative committee  is  Global  Ministries; 
Miss  Chris' :.ie  Dean  Keels  is  the  chair. 

CHRISTINE  DEAN  KEELS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Good  morning, 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Good  morn- 
ing. 

KEELS:  The  Committee  on  Global 
Ministries  will  be  presenting  from  page 
1848.  My  vice-chair  is  Reverend 
Youngsook  Kang,  from  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference;  my  secretary  is 
Jerry  Russell,  from  the  Holston  Confer- 
ence. In  the  spirit  of  shared  leadership, 
in  future  days  you  will  hear  from  the 
vice-chair  and  the  secretary.  This  morn- 
ing, I'd  like  to  call  on  Paul  Ervin,  who 
chaired  the  Subcommittee  on  Commu- 
nity and  Ecumenical  Relations,  and 
Phyllis  Ferguson,  who  chaired  Peace 
and  Justice  Committee,  to  walk  us 
through  the  petitions. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you. 

PAUL  ERVIN  (North  Georgia):  Cal- 
endar Item  1 60,  page  1848.  This  is  a  peti- 
tion— on  page  914,  was  Petition 
number  31381;  31381.  If  you'll  turn  to 
that  page,  there  was  a  related  petition 
which  will  come  up  later  on  which  con- 
currence is  recommended,  this  particu- 
lar petition  we're  on — and  that, 
incidentally,  is  Petition  31731  on  page 
916.  This  petition,  though,  that  we're 
currently  looking  at  relates  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  International  Day  of  Prayer, 
and  it — it  was  voted  nonconcurrence. 
Nonconcurrence.  Now,  this  is  Petition 
31381 .  The  reason,  the  main  reason  was, 
as  we  understood  it — it  was  a  close 
vote — but  the  main  reason  it  was  voted 
nonconcurrence  related  to  the  specifics 
mentioned  in  that  resolution  relating  to 
countries.  But  we  moved  nonconcur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 
Are  there  questions  to  Mr.  Ervin?  Yes.  I 
do  not  see  a  card.  I  do  not  see  a  card.  If 
you'll  support  the  recommendation 
from  the  committee,  please  press  1;  if 
you  do  not  support,  press  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes.  778;  No, 
139. \  By  a  vote  of  84.8%,  you  voted  to 
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support  the  recommendation  from  the 
committee  for  nonconcurrence.  Yes? 
You  may  proceed. 

PHYLLIS  S.  FERGUSON  (Padfic- 
Northwest):  The  next  petition  is  peti- 
tion on  page  1848,  Calendar  Item  164,  in 
the  Adixince  (sic.  Volume  4]  DCA,  it's  on 
page  1848.  The  petition  number  is 
31715  [sic,  317511.  The  petition  concerns 
supfx)rting  the  lifting  of  economic  sanc- 
tions against  Iraq.  The  committee  voted 
concurrence  because  of  what  these 
sanctions  do  to  very  poor  women  and 
children. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right,  are 
there  questions  from  the  body?  I  do  not 
see  a  card.  If  you'll  support  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee,  please 
press  1;  if  you  do  not  support  their  rec- 
ommendation, press  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  703;  No, 
213]  By  a  vote  of  76.7%,  you  voted  to 
support  the  recommendation  from  the 
committee,  for  concurrence.  Yes. 

KEELS:  Bishop,  this  concludes  our  re- 
port for  this  morning. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 
Let's  express  our  appreciation  to  this 
committee. 

(Applause) 

You've  done  a  great  deal  this  morn- 
ing, and  we  are  indeed  grateful  to  you, 
not  only  for  what  you've  done,  but  for 
the  wonderful  spirit  under  which 
you've  done  it.  We  have  some  an- 
nouncements at  this  time,  and  we'll  get 
ready  for  those,  and  we  have  some  spe- 
cial words  that  you  need  to  hear  in  just  a 
moment.  First  of  all,  there  is  an  urgent 
resolution  that  comes  from  the  Philip- 
pines about  the  peace  and  order  situa- 
tion. Where  is  Joe  Samson,  where  are 
you?  Back,  would  you  go  to  mike  five, 
please?  From  the  Kansas  delegation. 
Bishop  Arichea,  where  are  you?  Would 
you  come  down  for  just  a  moment, 
please  sir,  as  this  is  being  presented? 
Yes,  would  you  come  down,  please  sir? 
All  right,  you  may  proceed  at  n\ike 
number  five. 

Resolution  on  Peace  and  Conflict 
in  the  Philippines 

ANGELITO  G.  SAMSON  (Kansas 
East):  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  this  resolu- 
tion on  the  peace  and  conflict  situation 
In  the  Philippines. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 
That'»  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules.  If 
you  will  so  support,  press  1;  if  you  do 
not  wish  for  the  rules  to  be  suspended, 


press  2.  Please  vole  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. This  requires  a  two-thirds  vote. 
[Yes,  859:  No,  411  A  vote  of  95.4%,  the 
rules  aresusfjended.  You  may  proceed. 

SAMSON:  Resolution  on  the  peace 
and  conflict  situation  in  the  Philip- 
pines. We  rejoice  with  the  rep>orted  res- 
cue of  the  fifteen  hostages  previously 
held  by  extremists  Muslim  rebels  of  the 
Abu  Sayyaf  group.  But  with  them  were 
four  dead,  a  priest  and  three  teachers. 
We  share  the  agony  of  those  21  hostages 
from  Sipadan  Island  in  Malaysia, 
among  them,  French,  German,  Leba- 
nese, South  African,  Finnish,  and  Ma- 
laysian nationals  who  face  continuing 
uncertainties.  We  lament  the  outbreak 
of  violence  involving  Muslim  rebels  in 
the  14  localities  of  Mindanao,  including 
those  in  Sulu  and  Basilan  islands.  And 
so,  we  are  grimly  reminded  of  what  we 
stand  for  as  members  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Whereas  "individuals  are  affirmed 
by  God  in  their  diversity,  so  are  nations 
and  cultures";  and  "while  recognizing 
valid  differences  in  culture  and  politi- 
cal philosophy,  we  stand  for  justice  and 
peace  in  every"  situation  [1996  Book  of 
Discipline,  paragraph  69,  section  A). 
Whereas,  "we  believe  war  is  incompati- 
ble with  the  teachings  and  example  of 
Christ —  and  insist  that  the  first  moral 
duty  of  all  nations  is  to  resolve  by 
peaceful  means  every  dispute  that 
arises  between  or  among  them;  that  hu- 
man values  must  outweigh  military 
claims  as  governments  determine  their 
priorities"  [1996  Book  of  Discipline,  par. 
69C1. 

Be  it  hereby  resolved,  that  the  General 
Conference  2000  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  express  its  prayer  that 
hostilities  h>egin  to  cease,  for  there  are 
only  losers  in  wars,  and  those  who 
claim  to  be  victors  must  live  with  the 
threat  of  violent  reprisals  in  an  unend- 
ing cycle  of  vengeance;  that  food,  medi- 
cines, clothings  and  safe  refuge  be 
er«ured  by  all  parties  to  those  whose 
life  are  in  their  hands,  and  that  humani- 
tarian agencies  be  allowed  to  care  for 
them  until  the  ultimate  return  of  jjeace 
in  their  disturbed  lands;  that  we  join  all 
with  this  our  resolution  of  the  conflicts 
and  sorrows — 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Sir,  you'll 
need  to  sum — sum  up  your  recommen- 
dation, please.  Please  sum  it  up. 

SAMSON:  —that  we  call  upon  all 
peoples  to  recognize  one  another,  to  be 
in  community  with  each  other,  in  the 
hope  of  a  just  world  order,  upholding 


how  all  persons  and  groups  must  feel 
secure  in  their  life  and  right  to  live 
within  a  society  if  order  is  to  be 
achieved  and  maintained  by  law,  and  if 
we  especially  express  this  hope  to  both 
Christians  and  non-Christians  alike,  we 
must  leave  the  rigors  of  the  sovereign 
Philippine  community.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right, 
thank  you.  If  you  wish  by  the  body  to 
respond  with  the  vote  to  affirm  your 
recommendation,  press  1;  if  you  do  not 
support  this  request,  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  848; 
No,  53]  By  vote  of  94.1%,  you  have 
voted  to  support  the  recommendation. 
Thank  you. 

Dangerous  Situation 
in  Sierra  Leone  Reported 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  The  next 
item  is  a  similar  item.  Where  is  the  dele- 
gate who  brought  me  the  newspaper 
clipping?  Where  is  Bishop  Humper? 
Bishop  Humper,  where  are  you, 
sir — from  Sierra  Leone?  Would  you 
please  come  down  in  likewise  fashion 
as  did  Bishop  Arichea?  This  is  about 
our  situation  that  is  very  explosive  in 
Sierra  Leone.  Where's  the  delegate  who 
brought  me  this  newspaper  clipping? 
Where  are  you?  Right  here.  Would  you 
go  to  mike  one  and  say  just  a  brief  word 
to  us?  Then  we'll  turn  to  the  secretary 
for  announcements. 

DIANE  NUNNELEE  (Missouri  West 
Conference):  I  just  request  that  we  ask 
Bishop  Humper  to  bring  us  a  report  on 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Sierra  Le- 
one— as  the  pteace  process  seems  to  be 
falling  apart — and  then  for  us  to  be  led 
in  prayer  for  this  desperate  situation  of 
the  loss  of  peace. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Ray  Chamberlain  is  going  to 
lead  us  in  prayer  at  the  benediction  in 
just  a  few  minutes,  so  he  can  be  inclu- 
sive in  that  request  to  Almighty  God. 
Thank  you  very  much.  Bishop 
Humper,  you  want  to  say  a  word  to  us 
Please,  sir. 

BISHOP  HUMPER:  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  Delegates  of  this  great  United 
Methodist  Church,  without  wasting 
much  of  your  time,  I  would  only  want 
to  share  with  you  where  we  are  at  this 
pK)int  in  trying  the  fjeace  process  in  Si- 
erra Leone. 

On  July  7,  1999,  after  nine  years  of 
brutal  war  in  Sierra  Leone,  the  interna- 
tional community  together  with  the  In- 
telligence Council  of  Sierra  Leone 
managed  to  have  a  peace  agreement 
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signed  in  Lome,  Togo,  between  the 
government  of  Sierra  Leone  and  the 
Revolutionary  United  Front  led  by  Cor- 
poral Foday  Sankoh.  As  a  result  of  that 
document  the  United  Nations  put  to- 
gether the  process  whereby  sustainable 
peace  could  be  achieved  in  Sierra  Le- 
one. The  ultimate  result  was  to  send  in 
11,100  United  Nations  peacekeeping 
forces  in  Sierra  Leone,  and  with  this 
withdrawal  of  ECOMOG  that's  helping 
the  government  of  Sierra  Leone  to  pros- 
ecute the  war. 

Though  the  Demobilization,  Disar- 
mament, and  Reintegration  (DDR)  pro- 
cess was  going  on  very  slowly,  what 
our  people  in  Sierra  Leone  were  hope- 
ful that  in  the  horizon  there  are  signs  of 
hope  for  sustainable  peace.  Suddenly, 
after  the  final  withdrawal  of  ECOMOG 
on  April  29,  this  past  Monday  the  rebel 
leader  Corporal  Foday  Sankoh  ordered 
his  boys,  the  rebel  boys,  to  arrest  or  de- 
tain some  of  the  United  Nations  peace- 
keeping force.  Up  to  this  point  of 
speaking,  on  Tuesday,  four  peacekeep- 
ing forces,  coming  probably  from 
Kenya,  were  killed  and  three  wounded 
with  the  detention  of  the  helicopter  and 
its  crew. 

Yesterday  we  learned  that  four  of 
those  crew  members,  together  with  the 
helicopter,  were  released.  But  a  Gam- 
bian-Zambian  contingent  of  208  was 
heading  for  Makeni  where  you  have 
the  greater  force  shown  of  rebel  forces 
for  deployment  at  the  United  Nations 
peacekeeping  force.  The  208,  together 
with  their  armored  cars  and  ammuni- 
tions, were  seized.  At  this  point  in  time, 
according  to  information  we  have  re- 
ceived, over  300  United  Nations  forces 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  And,  it  is 
not  known  what  the  state  of  those  peo- 
ple is  at  this  moment.  We  have  learned 
that  the  international  community — 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Excuse  me, 
excuse  me.  Bishop  Humper. 

BISHOP  HUMPER:  —have  sent  in 
members  there — 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Excuse  me. 
Bishop.  How  does  a  bishop  tell  another 
bishop  that  the  time  is  up?  I  don't  know. 

(Laughter) 

But,  I  respectfully  remind  you,  sir, 
that  the  time  has  expired.  If  you  could 
wrap  up  your  statement  to  us,  please, 
sir,  we  would  be  grateful.  I'm  so  sorry. 
Just,  just  a  concluding  statement  or  two, 
the  body  will  surely  accept. 

BISHOP  HUMPER:  In  conclusion, 
(Laughter,  Applause)  the  peace  process  is 


fragile  in  Sierra  Leone.  I  would  hope 
and  pray  that  the  international  commu- 
nity will  do  more  to  help  one 
man — who  is  holding  the  whole  nation 
to  ransom — to  see  reason  and  to  bring 
peace  in  that  land  is  my  submission, 
Mr.  Chairman.  I  thank  you. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  We  thank 

you. 

(Applause) 

We  thank  you,  sir.  We  thank  you  very 
much,  and  Bishop  Chamberlain  will 
surely  remember  that  in  just  a  few  mo- 
ments. Yes,  mike  number  6,  please. 
Mike  number  6.  Yes?  Yes,  sir. 

EDWARD  KAIL:  (Iowa  Conference) 
Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Mr.  Kail. 

KAIL:  Before  we  adjourn,  could  you 
remind  us  of  the  process  for  lifting 
items  from  the  Consent  Calendar? 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  All  right. 
The  legislative  committee  bringing  that 
report  would  make  those  in  the  form  of 
recommendations  to  the  body.  The  pre- 
siding officer  will  present  that  recom- 
mendation, and  the  body  will  so 
respond — to  lift  items  from  the  consent 
calendar.  Are  there  other  questions 
from  the  body?  I'll,  I'll  turn  to  my  big 
brothers  in  the  episcopacy  and  see  if 
I've  stated  that  correctly.  That  is  correct 
according  to  Bishop  Thomas  and 
Bishop  Looney.  All  right,  our  secretary, 
Mrs.  Marshall. 

Carolyn  Marshall  Turns  Up  the  Heat 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Several  an- 
nouncements. Bishop,  first  one  being, 
anyone  interested  in  attending  the  Af- 
rica University  Choir  concert  at  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Berea  is  re- 
quested to  see  Dawn  Barbara  Swartz 
between  1:30  and  2:00  this  afternoon  at 
the  information  booth.  There  will  be  an 
attempt  to  try  to  work  out  car-pooling 
possibilities.  Wanting  to  let  you  know 
since  some  several  of  you  have  been 
very  willing  to  share  the  fact  that  some 
of  you  are  very  warm,  and  some  of  you 
are  very  cold. 

(Laughter) 

And  if  you've  ever  tried  making  com- 
fort-control exactly  perfect  for  this 
number  of  people,  you  know  the  possi- 
bility is — of  having  it  perfect  is  proba- 
bly not  there.  However,  this  is  to  advise 
you  that  the  blowers  have  been  turned 
down.  At  this  particular  point — 


(Applause) 

while  you  are  rejoicing  at  that,  let  me 
tell  you  that  there  are — there  is  abso- 
lutely no  air  moving  on  the  stage, 

(Laughter) 

and  there  is  no  air-conditioning  up 
here  at  all.  The  bishops  behind  this  par- 
ticular table  w  11  be  even  more  uncom- 
fortable, and  we  are  sitting  under  heavy 
lights  with  absolutely  no  air.  So  at  least 
remember  that  if  you  feel  a  bit  more 
comfortable. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  I  don't  think 
you  ought  to  tell  them  that;  they  may 
want  to  turn  the  lights  up. 

(Laughter) 

MARSHALL:  Another  point:  AH 
subcommittees  of  Financial  Adminis- 
tration, the  Financial  Administration 
legislative  committee  will  meet  in  the 
committee  room  one  and  a  half  hours 
after  adjournment  of  this  plenary — all 
subcommittees  of  financial  interpre- 
tation. 

Recognizing  Prayer  Concerns 

Then,  just  a  word  to  simply  share  and 
offer  the  services  of  the  secretarial  staff. 
Across  the  last  several  days,  and  I  can 
see  it  coming  even  more  as  we  go  into  j 
this  last  week — yes,  we  have  a  week  to  ) 
go — persons    have   come   expressing  i 
their  concern,  and  rightfully  so,  about  I 
persons  in  their  delegation  who  have : 
had  to  go  home,  who  are  not  here  be-  - 
cause  of  an  emergency,  either  of  their  i 
own — physical — something  to  do  with  • 
somebody   in  their  family  who  has  i 
passed  away — you  can  imagine  the* 
multitude  of  concerns  in  a  body  of  this  i 
size — and  asking  that  we  as  a  body  of  i 
concerned  Christians  meeting  in  this^ 
General  Conference  would  share  oufi 
love  and  concern  with  them.  I've  got) 
several  pieces  of  paper  with  names  and  i 
so  forth  on  them  and  the  specifics.  If  I 
you  would  like  to  have  that  done  foD 
whomever  is  in  your  delegation  who  > 
would  be  so  affected,  and  you  would  ■ 
get  the  name  to  me  on  a  piece  of  pa- 1 
per — please    don't    stop    me    in    thei 
hall — I'll  be  glad  to  take  the  piece  of  pa- 1 
per  there,  but  mention  a  name  in  the' 
hall    and    say    you    will    remember ( 
that— that's  a  little  hard  to  do.  If  you'll' 
put  it  on  a  piece  of  paper  and  hand  it  to ' 
me,  if  the  address  is  the  same  as  is  in  the ' 
handbook  for  delegates,  we  can  look 
that  up  very  simply.  If  if  s  different,  let 
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us  know.  But  we  will  be  glad  to  respond 
to  those  concerns  from  all  of  us  gath- 
ered here  as  a  General  Conference. 
Bishop,  that  completes  the  announce- 
ments. 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you 
very  much,  Madame  Secretary.  Where 
is  Micheline  Baussam  from  Haiti? 
Would  you  stand,  please?  You  were  not 
recognized  the  other  night,  Tues- 
day— the  other  day  when  our  special 
guests  and  delegates  were  recognized, 
vice-president  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Caribbean  and  the  Americas 
Concordat  Church  from  Haiti.  You  are 
more  than  welcome.  We  are  glad  you 
are  here  to  join  us.  Would  you  greet 
greet  her  so. 

(Applause) 

Thank  you,  delegates,  for  that  won- 
derful applause  for  a  sister  of  ours.  Let 
me  express  to  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
and  Bishop  Richard  Looney  my  appre- 
ciation for  serving  as  backups  for  the 
presiding  chair  this  morning. 

This  has  been  a  very,  very  special 
honor  for  me.  Just  the  site  on  which  we 
gather  is  extremely  special.  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  is  my  second  home.  My  family, 
many  members  of  my  family,  moved 
here  during  the  forties — the  mid-forties 
and  early  fifties — and  three  out  of  five 
boys  of  the  Henderson  clan  settled  here 
in  Cleveland.  Many  of  these  are  now 
gone  on  to  the  Church  Triumphant,  and 
I  have  bitter  and  sweet  memories  of  this 
city  as  we  gather  here.  I  expressed  to  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Presiding 
Officers,  "Please  don't  do  that  to  me. 
Don't  submit  my  name";  and  it  was 
done  anyway.  I  will  deal  with  that 
preacher  later. 

(Laughter) 

But  it  has  been  a  signal  honor,  and  I 
want  to  thank  you,  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  delegation,  for  being  so 
special  and  so  dear.  There  is  nothing  on 
this  earth  that  we  cannot  accomplish  as 
I  The  United  Methodist  Church  if  we  ever 
I  set  our  minds  in  the  right  direction;  and 
i  we're  doing  that.  And  let  me  express  to 
t  you  my  appreciation.  Bishop  Thomas 
I  has  been  a  bishop  for  36  years.  I  was 
!  there  when  he  was  elected  on  the  cam- 
I  pus  of  Bethune-Cookman  College  in 
I  1964. 1  was  obviously  a  very,  very,  very, 
very  young  preacher. 

(Laughter) 

Bishop  Noah  W.  Moore  was  presid- 
ing when  the  reading  of  the  ballot  took 


place.  He  hits  been  in  the  trenches  a 
long  time.  He's  a  hero,  not  just  of  mine, 
but  of  many  others  gathered  here  and 
scattered  across  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Bishop  Richard  Looney  has  given  tre- 
mendous leadership  for  the  church  in 
Holston,  and  then  as  a  bishop  of  the 
church  in  the  South  Georgia  Confer- 
ence. Would  you  express  to  these  two 
giants  of  the  church — pun  in- 
tended— let's  say  thank  you  to  these 
two.  Would  you  do  that? 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  HENDERSON:  Thank  you. 
You  may  remain  standing.  Bishop  Ray 
Chamberlain,  the  Holston  Area.  Yes, 
Mrs.  Massey?  (Pause)  AU-rightie,  if  it's 
about  me,  you  can't  do  it. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  (Florida) 
I'm  going  to  do  it  anyway.  (Laughter) 
Point  of  personal  privilege  as  head  of 
the  Florida  delegation.  Many  of  you  do 
not  realize  that  Bishop  Henderson  has 
been  seriously  ill  in  the  past  year.  We 
are  grateful  to  him  for  his  leadership 
and  for  God  for  his  blessing  of  healing 
during  this  time.  Thank  you.  Bishop 
Henderson,  we're  proud  of  you. 

(Sustained  applause) 

BISHOP  RAY  W.  CHAMBERLAIN 
JR.:  Our  sending  forth  will  be  in  three 
parts:  a  petition,  and  then  a  question, 
and  then  a  mandate.  First,  the  petition. 
Let  us  wait,  in  silent  prayer,  remember- 
ing God's  hurting  children  all  over  the 
world,  especially  those  that  have  been 
mentioned  here  this  morning.  Let  us  be 
in  prayer. 

(Proyer) 

BISHOP  RAY  W.  CHAMBERLAIN 
JR:  And  now  for  this  question.  And  you 
may  answer,  I  hope  in  the  affirmative. 
Are  you  blessed?  (Congregation  responds 
"yes")  Try  it  one  more  time.  Are  you 
blessed?  (Congregation  responds  louder, 
"yes")  Then  go  in  the  name  and  spirit 
and  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  to 
your  neighbors,  whoever  and  wher- 
ever. Amen 

(Congregation  responds.  "Amen.") 

Monday  Morning 
May  8,  2000 

BISHOP  S.  CLIFTON  IVES:  Ut's  ex- 
press our  appreciation  to  the  Tongan 
choir  that  has  been  with  us  today. 
And— 


(Applause) 

and     to    Bishop    Arichea, 
Arichea.  Thank  you. 

(Applause) 


Bishop 


BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you  for  stand- 
ing up;  you  needed  that.  Would  you  be 
seated  please  so  that  we  can  continue 
with  our  work?  We  begin  the  first  day 
of  the  second  week  of  the  first  General 
Conference  of  the  Millennium.  Let  us 
be  in  order.  Let  us  come  quickly  to  or- 
der. Thanks,  Bishop  Arichea,  for  re- 
minding us  of  our  theme  that  unites  us, 
"We  Who  Are  Many  Are  One  Body." 
Those  of  you  who  are  coming  to  your 
seats,  come  quickly  to  your  seats  so  that 
we  can  be  of  one  body  in  this  place. 
We'll  turn  to — we'll  turn  to  Mary  Alice, 
who  will  bring  us  the  order  for  our 
work  today. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  Good  morn- 
ing. Bishop  Ives  and  delegates.  We  re- 
ally are  trying  to  stay  on  agenda.  It  just 
doesn't  seem  to  work  out  that  way.  The 
agenda  for  today  is  published  on  the  in- 
side page — front  page — p.  1940,  with 
one  addition:  At  the  end  of  this  eve- 
ning's presentation  by  the  National 
Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries,  we  will  be 
bringing  to  you  the  proposed  agenda 
for  the  following  day,  and  we  will  be 
doing  this  every  day  this  week — every 
night  this  week.  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  agenda  with  that  change,  Bishop. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  agenda  is  before 
you.  Are  there  any  questions?  If  you 
would  approve  the  agenda,  please  vote 
yes,  number  one;  two,  no,  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  756;  No,  10]  You've 
approved  the  agenda.  May  we  pro- 
ceed? Gere? 

Consent  Calendars 
A02,  B02,  C02  approved 

HTZGERALD  REIST:  Good  Morn- 
ing, I'm  Fitzgerald  Reist,  coordinator  of 
the  Calendar.  Please  turn  in  your  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  for  Saturday,  May  6, 
2000,  vol.  4,  no.  5,  p.  1894. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Gere,  perhaps  it'd  be 
well  for  us  to  begin  the  practice  of  giv- 
ing the  numbers  first,  remember? 

REIST:  Consent  Calendar  A02  begins 
on  p.  1894  with  Calendar  Item  176.  On 
p.  1896,  Calendar  Item  196  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of 
Consent  Calendar  A02  with  the  excep- 
tion mentioned. 
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BISHOP  IVES:  Consent  Calendar  A02 
is  before  you.  If  you  are  ready  to  vote  on 
the  Consent  Calendar,  vote  yes,  1;  vote 
2,  no,  when  the  light  appears.  You  ap- 
proved Consent  Calendar  [A02],  [Yes, 
760:  No,  14]. 

REIST;  Consent  Calendar  B02  begins 
on  p.  1899  with  Calendar  Item  224. 
There  are  no  changes. 

MASSEY:  1  move  the  approval  of 
Consent  Calendar  B02. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Consent  Calendar  B02 
is  before  you.  If  you  are  ready  to  vote, 
please  vote  yes,  number  1,  no,  number 
2.  Please  vote  when  the  hght  appears. 
You  approved,  [Yes,  809;  No,  15]. 

REIST:  Consent  Calendar  C02  begins 
on  p.l902  with  Calendar  Item  250.  On 
p.  1905,  Calendar  Items  277  and  278 
have  been  removed  at  the  request  of 
delegates. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of 
Consent  Calendar  C02  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Calendars  Items  277  and  278. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Consent  Calendar  C02 
is  before  you  with  those  two  deletions. 
If  you  are  ready  to  vote,  please  vote  yes, 
number  1,  no,  number  2  when  the  light 
appears.  You've  approved  Consent 
Calendar  C02,  [Yes,  832;  No,  21]. 

REIST:  In  order  to  avoid  some  confu- 
sion that's  come  in  our  office,  I  would 
like  to  remind  you  that  the  procedure 
for  removing  items  from  the  Consent 
Calendar  is  found  on  p.  1714  of  the 
DCA.  It  is  at  the  very  top  left-hand  col- 
umn. Any  five  delegates  may  have  a 
Consent  Calendar  Item  removed  by 
having  such  a  request  on  file  with  the 
secretary  by  3  p.m.  of  the  day  the  Calen- 
dar Item  first  appears  in  the  Daily  Chris- 
tian Advocate.  The  forms  are  available  in 
the  secretary's  office.  Room  204.  If  the 
forms  are  not  used,  removal  requires  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  and  that  wastes 
precious  time  that  could  be  better  spent 
on  legislation.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you. 

MASSEY:  This  concludes  our  report. 

Policy  on  Courtesies 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you  very  much. 
As  we  move  through  our  agenda  this 
morning,  I  have  assisting  me  Bishop 
Yeakel  and  Bishop  Skeet,  who  are  be- 
hind me.  I  want  to  remind  you  that  in 
those  places  where  we  come  to  debate, 
(it  may  not  be  as  many  places  this 
morning  as  there  will  be  later  in  the  ses- 
sion) but  in  those  places  where  we  are 
in  discussion,  in  holy  discussion  with 
one  another,  we  would  hope  that  the 


people  in  the  gallery  and  others  here 
would  refrain  from  applause  on 
speeches  that  are  made.  It  saves  our 
time,  which  becomes  precious,  espe- 
cially this  week  as  we  move  forward. 
And,  after  all  friends,  this  is  not  about 
winning  and  losing,  this  is  about  dis- 
cerning the  will  of  God  for  the  people  of 
God.  And  as  Bishop  Thomas  reminded 
some  of  us  yesterday  in  worship  when 
we  were  together,  his  prayer  is,  and  my 
prayer  is  as  well,  that  we  might,  in  this 
place,  be  God's  holy  people. 

Also  in  relationship  to  courtesies  and 
privileges,  some  of,  some  persons  have 
jumped  to  the  floor  from  occasion,  from 
time  to  time,  to  make  a,  what  I  consider 
to  be  a  courtesy  motion.  We  wish  that 
you  would  filter  those  through  the 
Courtesies  Committee.  We  have  a 
Courtesies  Committee.  They  should  go 
to  them.  They  will  print  them  in  the 
DCA  if  it  seems  appropriate  to  print 
them.  If  they  seem,  sense  that  it's  ap- 
propriate to  bring  them  to  the  floor, 
they  will  bring  them  to  the  floor  on  your 
behalf.  So  let's  handle  courtesies  in  that 
manner. 

And  the  counselor  bishops  would 
like  for  you  to  honor  at  the  conclusion 
of  our  sessions  the  withholding  of  cour- 
tesies and  words  that  you  might  want 
say  in  appreciation  to  people  who  may 
have  led  you  in  the  process.  That  takes 
time.  We  know  you  love  us,  and  you 
love  a  lot  of  other  people,  but  let's  re- 
frain from  making  those  kinds  of  com- 
ments. We'll  try  not  to  recognize  you  if 
we  think  you're  going  to  do  that. 
Bishop  Henderson  gracefully  tried  to 
do  that  the  other  day,  and  I  appreciate 
the  words  that  were  spoken  on  behalf  of 
all  of  us,  for  he  was  alive  and  yet  with  us 
to  do  and  to  lead  us  in  that  wonderful 
session  that  we  had  yesterday.  But  let's 
refrain  in  the  future  from  doing  that. 
We  move  now  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  Shalom,  Community  of  Sha- 
lom. 

Report  on  Communities  of  Shalom 

BISHOP  JOSEPH  SPRAGUE:  Dear 
friends,  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ, 
the  fear  in  Louisville  was  that  a  resolu- 
tion would  be  passed,  rhetoric  would 
be  uttered,  and  then  we  would  return 
home  having  not  developed  any  tangi- 
ble plans  to  address  the  systemic  causes 
that  had  coalesced  to  ignite  the  pain 
and  devastation  inherent  in  the  upris- 
ing in  Los  Angeles.  Hence,  Shalom  was 
born  and  it  has  been  and  it  remains  on 
the  loose.  Shalom,  the  total  well-being 
of  all  humankind.   Shalom   is  asset- 


based,  it  is  composed  of  well-trained 
cadres  of  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  who 
work  in  coalition  with  the  public  and 
private  sectors  in  order  that  specific  ru- 
ral and  urban  geographical  areas  might 
be  served  with  ministries  of  peace  and 
justice. 

Shalom  is  a  once  moribund  congrega- 
tion that,  before  it  passed  from  life  to 
death  found  itself,  instead,  engaged  in 
Shalom.  It  brought  into  its  midst  a  lay 
minister  from  the  National  Plan  for 
Hispanic  Ministries.  Today  that  His- 
panic portion  of  Shalom  has  outgrown 
the  small  chapel  and  spilled  into  the 
large  sanctuary.  That  same  congrega- 
tion is  in  coalition  with  other  congrega- 
tions, with  the  city  government,  and 
with  the  private  sector  to  the  degree 
that  every  day  after  school  there  is  a 
kid's  club,  which  on  Saturday  over- 
flows the  building  with  youngsters  of 
every  imaginable  hue.  That  same  con- 
gregation recently  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  city  government  400,000 
dollars  in  order  that,  in  collaboration 
with  one  another,  the  last  crack  house 
in  the  neighborhood  might  be  ex- 
punged, and  in  place  of  the  crack  house, 
called  infamously  "the  blue  house,"  a 
new  brown  house  might  be  created  in 
which  six  low-income  families  are  now 
safely  and  adequately  housed. 

Shalom  has  to  do  with  that  same  min- 
istry of  that  same  congregation  now 
bursting  with  life,  going  to  that  place 
where  a  drive-by  shooting  had  killed  a 
young  man  in  order  to  pray  there  that 
the  demon  of  violence  might  be  exor- 
cised from  that  community.  Shalom  is 
this  and  more  in  over  300  sites,  both  in 
this  nation  and  around  the  world. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  — has  to  do 
with  this  church,  both  in  '92  and  '96  say- 
ing yes,  not  with  many  financial  re- 
sources, but  with  a  few  financial 
resources  in  order  that  much  might  be 
done  for  the  whole  church.  Now  you 
know  and  I  know  that  certain  persons 
have  been  at  the  heart  of  the  ministry  of 
Shalom.  Felton  May  gave  Shalom  soul. 
Staff  leaders,  John  Showl  and  Linda 
Bird  have  given  Shalom  body.  And 
then  there  have  been  those  who  from 
the  beginning  have  been  inherent  to  the 
process,  all  of  whom  who  will  make 
transition  from  leadership  this  year, 
who  have  given  thoughtful  counsel  to 
the  evolution  of  Shalom.  Those  persons 
are  Jack  Lee  and  Patricia  Morton,  who 
are  here  today  simply,  but  profoundlyr 
for  this  presentation.  We  also  include 
the  late  John  Sagan,  and  General  Con- 
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ference  delegates,  Jerome  Del  Pino  and 
my  colleague  Myron  McCoy. 

Bishop,  as  Myron  McCoy  comes  to 
the  p>odium  to  complete  the  spoken 
portion  of  our  report,  prior  to  the  video 
presentation,  which  indeed  will  con- 
clude it,  I  would  like  to  request  the  sus- 
f)ension  of  the  rules  in  order  that  the 
Shalom  brochure  might  be  distributed 
am  ng  the  delegates. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Motion  is  to  suspend 
the  rule  for  the  distribution  of  this  ma- 
terial. If  you  would  so  order,  please 
vote  when  the  light  apjsears.  You  have 
suspended  the  rule  (Yes,  756;  No,  32}. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you 
Bishop  and  thank  you  delegates.  And 
now  as  we  move  toward  conclusion,  1 
present  to  you  Dr.  Myron  McCoy. 

MYRON  MCCOY  (Northern  Illinois): 
Thank  you  Bishop  Sprague.  On  behalf 
of  the  communities  of  Shalom,  I  take 
this  opjX)rtunity  to  express  gratitude 
and  great  pride  in  the  more  than  350 
Shalom  sites  across  these  United  States 
and  in  West  and  Southern  Africa.  Noth- 
ing that  was  done  in  our  planning  and 
implementation  could  have  been  ac- 
complished without  the  commitment 
and  energy  of  thousands  of  children, 
women,  men,  clergy  and  laity,  who  em- 
braced what  the  initiative  sought  to  be 
and  made  it  a  reality.  In  our  wildest 
imaginations  we  did  not  envision  that 
this  ministry  would  become  what  it 
has.  We  are  grateful  to  be  a  part  of  its 
development  and  growth  and  we  are 
certain  that  this  is  God's  work.  Shalom 
communities  have  tackled  overwhelm- 
ing problems  and  accomplished  solu- 
tions that  can  only  be  explained 
through  the  presence  and  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  This  morning  we  come 
to  celebrate  the  work  that  God  is  doing 
through  our  United  Methodist  Church. 
We  come  to  affirm  churches  and  com- 
munities that  dare  to  do  things  differ- 
ently. We  come  to  encourage  other 
churches,  districts,  and  annual  confer- 
ences to  experience  this  ministry.  We 
come  to  ask  your  continue  to  suppwrt  of 
Ihe  community  of  Shalom  with  your 
prayers  and  resources.  And  last  but  not 
I  least  we  come  to  offer  thanks  to  God  for 
entrusting  to  us  such  a  powerful  and 
healing  ministry  in  our  increasingly 
fragile  and  broken  world. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you  for  your  re- 
port. Could  the  conference  say  with  me, 
"Shalom  is  on  the  loose." 

BISHOP  and  the  CONFERENCE: 
Shalom  is  on  the  loose. 


BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you  so  much. 

MCCOY:  And  Bishop,  the  report  will 
now  be  concluded  with  the  video  pre- 
sentation. 

(Video) 
BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you. 

(Song) 
(Applause) 

BISHOP  S.  CLIFTON  IVES:  Thank 
you  for  this  presentation  and  for  our 
awareness  again  that  Shalom  is  loose  all 
around  the  world.  We  come  to  that  time 
in  our  guests — on  mike  2. 

Reolution  on  Philippines  Reconsidered 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida): 
Bishop  Ives,  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
resolution  on  the  Philippine  situation 
in  order  to  hear  from  the  Bishop  Paul 
Granadosin  of  that  area.  And  if  1  get  a 
second  I  will  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Been  moved  and  sec- 
onded. Would  you  like  to  speak  to  that? 

MASSEY:  Yes.  It's  been  brought  to 
our  attention  that  perhaps  we  acted  in 
haste.  We  did  not  hear  both  sides  of  the 
issue,  and  I  think  it  only  fair  that  we  al- 
low our  bishops  from  that  area  to  speak 
to  this  resolution. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Okay,  let's  see  if  any- 
body wants  to  speak  to  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. I  see  no  one  asking  for  the 
floor.  The  motion  what — to  what — ? 
Yes,  come  to  mike  3. 

RICARTE  R.  RAPISORA:  Bishop? 

BISHOP  IVES:  Name  and  conference 
please? 

RAPISORA  (Mindanao  Philippines) 

BISHOP  IVES:  Yes. 

RAPISORA:  Bishop,  I  want  to  move 
for  a  substitute  resolution  regarding 
the  peace  and  conflict  situation  of  our 
place. 

BISHOP  IVES:  While  we're— this  is  a 
motion,  the  motion  is  to  reconsider,  and 
we  need  to  decide  whether  we're  going 
to  reconsider  it — 

BISHOP  IVES:  —before  your  substi- 
tute would  be  in  order. 

RAPISORA:  After  studying  the  reso- 
lution passed  last  Saturday — 

BISHOP  IVES:  Let's— we,  we  need  to, 
we  need  to  decide  if  we're  going  to  re- 
consider it — 

BISHOP  IVES:  —before  you  have  a 
chance  to  speak,  so  would — 

BISHOP  IVES:  —you  just  hold, 
please? 


BISHOP  GRANADOSIN:  Yes  sir. 

BISHOP  IVES:  If,  if  you  would  order 
reconsideration,  please  vote  1  when  the 
light,  yes,  and  2,  no  when  the  light  ap>- 
p)ears.  Right. 

You  have  voted  to  reconsider  this 
matter.  A  part  of  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration was  to  hear,  first,  from 
Bishop  Granadosin.  Can  you  hold 
while  we  give  Bishop  Granadosin  that, 
that  privilege?  Bishop  Granadosin. 

BISHOP  PAUL  GRANADOSIN: 
Bishops  and  members  of  this  2000  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  The  United  Method- 
ist Church,  I  am  most  grateful  for  this 
opportunity  to  be  able  to  say  something 
regarding  a  resolution  which  was 
passed  Friday  morning  in  relation  to 
the  situation  in  the  Davao  Episcopal 
area  on  the  island  of  Mindanao.  The 
area  that  1  supervise  is  considered  to  be 
one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  epis- 
copal area  in  United  Methodism.  Some 
of  you  know  that  there  are  7,107  islands 
in  the  Philippines,  with  three  major  is- 
lands— Luzon,  Visayas,  and 
Mindanao.  All  of  the  islands  not  at- 
tached to  Luzon,  which  is  the  largest  is- 
land in  the  Philippines,  belongs  to  the 
Davao  Episcopal  area. 

Now  on  behalf  of  the  Philippine  dele- 
gation, I  would  like  to  express  gratitude 
and  appreciation  for  the  support  and 
prayers  embodied  in  the  resolution  of 
the  Mindanao  Southern  Philippines 
problem,  which  has  created  trouble  and 
sorrow  in  that  second-largest  island  in 
the  Philippines  for  the  past  500  years. 
Most,  if  not  all,  Filipino  delegates  were 
surprised  by  the  presentation  of  the  res- 
olution by  clergy  delegate  from  the 
Kansas  East  Annual  Conference.  Since 
the  full  text  of  the  resolution  was  not 
supplied  to  delegates  prior  to  presenta- 
tion to  plenary,  no  one  from  the  Philips- 
pines,  particularly  those  from 
Mindanao  Island,  was  able  to  speak. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Bishop  Granadosin, 
you're  under  the  three-minute  time 
limit  like  everybody  else. You're  under 
the  three-minute  time  limit — like  ev- 
erybody else,  so — 

BISHOP  GRANADOSIN:  There  are 
some  implications  of  the  resolution  in 
its  approved  form.  The  singling  out  by 
naming  the  Abu  Sayyaf  group  and  the 
Muslin  rebels  as  perpetrators  of  vio- 
lence with  no  mention  of  government 
military  operations,  which  continue  in 
spite  appeals  by  the  insurgents  them- 
selves, civic  and  religious  groups  for 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  so  peace 
might  come  back  to  the  bargaining  ta- 
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ble  as  a  subject  of  discussion,  places 
United  Methodist  people,  especially 
the  bishop,  in  extreme  danger. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Your  three  minutes  is 
up  so  please  wind  up  your  comments 
please. 

BISHOP  GRANADOSIN:  Now  we 
are  a  member  of  Bishop's  ULAMA  Fo- 
rum. This  is  a  dialogue  created  in  1996, 
consisting  of  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
and  priests,  Protestant  heads  of 
churches,  and  representatives  from  the 
Muslim  constituency,  who  in  the  spirit 
of  interreligious  dialogue,  affirm  their 
commitment  to  the  peace  process. 

Finally,  on  Mindanao  Island  today 
former  disjointed  revolutionary  units 
and  terrorist  groups  have  banded  to- 
gether and  proclaimed  a  desire  to  se- 
cede from  the  Republic  of  the 
Philippines  to  create  a  separate  Islamic 
state,  this,  in  spite  of  the  fact  Muslims 
are  in  the  minority.  Support  now  comes 
from  neighboring  Muslim  countries 
like  Indonesia,  Malaysia,  Libya,  and 
Iraq.  Any  opposition  from  the  outside 
is  considered  interference,  which  is 
against  Islamic  position  against  foreign 
influence,  let  alone  domination. 

My  appeal  to  this  conference  then  is 
discretion  in  addressing  the  Philip- 
pines' Muslim  issue  for  fear  we  might 
lose  valued  ground  we  have  won  on  the 
peace  process. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  GRANADOSIN:  Your 
prayers  have  followed  us  and  God  is 
our  only  hope.  Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  Bishop 
Granadosin.  The  three  minutes  goes 
very  fast  for  all  of  us.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  S.  CLIFTON  IVES:  The  per- 
son who  was  at  mike  3  that  I  have  recog- 
nized earlier.  Yes,  come  to  mike  three. 

Philippines  Substitute  Resolution 

RICARTA  R.  RAPISORA  (Mindanao 
Philippines):  Bishop,  I  move  for  a  sub- 
stitute resolution  to  read:  "We  rejoice 
with  the  reported  release  of  15  hostages 
previously  held  by  extremist  Muslim 
rebels.  We  share  the  agony  of  those  21 
hostages  from  Sipadan  Island  in  Malay- 
sia, among  them  Frenchs,  German,  Leb- 
anese, South  African,  Finnish  and 
Malaysian  nationals  who  face  continu- 
ing uncertainties.  We  condemn  the  out- 
break of  violent  conflict  involving  the 
rebels  and  the  Philippine  government 
in  14  localities  in  Mindanao  including 
those  in  Sulo  and  Basilan  Islands.  Be  it 
hereby  resolved  that  the  General  Con- 


ference 2000  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  express  its  prayer  that  hostili- 
ties immediately  cease;  that  food,  medi- 
cines, clothing,  and  safe  refuge  be 
insured  by  all  parties  to  those  whose 
lives  are  in  their  hands;  and  that  hu- 
manitarian agencies  be  allowed  to  care 
for  them  until  ultimate  return  of  peace 
in  their  lands;  that  we  join  all  who  de- 
sire a  solution  of  the  conflicts  and  the 
struggles  that  will  build  a  just  and  du- 
rable peace;  that  we  call  upon  all  peo- 
ples to  recognize  one  another  to  be  in 
community  with  each  other  in  the  hope 
of  a  just  world  order,  upholding  how  all 
persor\s  and  groups  must  feel  secure  in 
their  life  and  right  to  live  within  society 
if  order  is  to  be  achieved  and  main- 
tained by  law;  and  that  we  especially 
express  this  hope  to  both  Christians 
and  nonChristians  alike,  who  live  the 
rigors  of  southern  Philippines  commu- 
nity." This  is  all,  bishop. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  You  have 
presented  that  as  a  substitute  for  the 
previous — for  the  resolution  which  we 
have  under  reconsideration.  Is  it  sec- 
onded? Okay,  now  when  we  have  a 
substitute,  we're  in  the  situation  where 
we  need  to  perfect  the  original  before 
we  move  to  the  perfection  of  the  substi- 
tute. You  do  not  have  the  original  in 
your  hands.  It  has  not  been  published 
yet,  even  in  the  proceedings  of  the  work 
that  we  did  the  other  day.  How  do  you 
wish  to  proceed?  Recognize.  Get  at  no. 
3.  No.  3. 

PATRICK  P.  STREIF  (Switzer- 
land-France): I  think  the  best  thing  is  if 
both  petitions,  the  original  one  and  the 
substitute  can  be  first  published  in  the 
DCA.  And  then  we  have  the  text  and  we 
can  understand  the  text  and  then  vote 
on  it.  So,  I  do  not  know  how  to  say  it  in 
the  language  of  the  rules,  but . . . 

BISHOP  IVES:  Is  there  somebody 
who  would  like  to  help? 

STREIF:  If  I  say  move  to  table,  it  will 
be  printed  afterwards  in  the  DC/4? 

BISHOP  IVES:  Moving  to  table  would 
put  it  in  a  different  category  than  mov- 
ing to  postpone. 

STREIF:  And  if  I  say,  move  to  post- 
pone, it  will  be  . . . 

BISHOP  IVES:  You're  moving  that 
we  postpone  action  on  this  until  .  .  . 
(laughter) 

STREIF:  .  .  .  until  it  is  printed  in  the 
DCA. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Until  it  is  printed  in 
the  DCA. 


STREIF:  So  I  move  to  postjX)ne  until  it 
is  printed  in  the  DCA. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  IVES:  Any  other  discussion? 
If  you  would  support  postponing  until 
these  matters  have  been  printed  in  the 
DCA,  please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. (Voting  occurs)  You  have  moved 
to  postpone,  [Yes.  882;  No,  27]. 

Call  For  First  Judicial  Council  Ballot 

Okay,  we  move  to  a  time  in  our 
agenda  when  we  will  be  taking  our  first 
ballots  for  election  of  Judicial  Council 
members.  I  remind  you  that  election  of 
Judicial  Council  members — the  Judi- 
cial Council,  if  you  need  to  look  in  the 
Discipline,  we're  dealing  with  para- 
graph 2602.  We  will  elect  9  members  of 
the  Judicial  Council  and  that  paragraph 
specifically  states  that  this  should  re- 
flect the  racial,  ethnic,  and  gender  di- 
versity of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Nominations  that  have  been 
made — you  made  them  from  the  floor 
last  Friday — are  on  p.  1877  through 
1881,  and  also  on  p.l948.  Those  are  the 
persons  for  whom  you  can  vote,  those 
and  those  only.  We  are  to  elect  3 
laypersons  and  we  are  to  elect  3 
clergy  persons.  We  will  be  electing  2 
clergypersons  to  serve  for  8  years,  and  1 
clergyperson  to  serve  for  4  years.  That's 
completing  the  term  of  somebody  who 
is  leaving  the  council. 

We  will  vote,  as  you  were  reminded 
the  other  day,  by  electronic  means.  This 
will  take  a  little  practice  for  us  at  first, 
but  my  understanding  is  that  we  will 
elect — the  way  the  computers  have 
been  programmed — we  will  elect,  the 
first  election  will  be  for  lay  members  to 
the  Judicial  Council.  I  remind  you  that 
you  are  to  elect  3.  What  will  appear  on 
the  screen  will  be  the  lay  members  with 
a  number,  as  you  can  see.  You  will  vote 
3  times;  that  is,  I  will  call  for  a  vote  and 
you  will  vote  for  1 .  After  that  has  been 
completed,  1  will  call  for  a  second  vote, 
and  you  will  vote  a  second  time.  The 
computers  are  fixed  so  that  you  cannot 
vote  for  the  same  person  twice;  it'll  just  ' 
dis  . . .  -so  don't  try  to  do  that — it'll  just  i 
throw  it  out  if  you  do  that.  You  will 
have  to  vote  for  3  different  persons,  so 
when  we're  ready  to  take  the  first  vote, 
you  will  vote  for  1,  I'll  call  it  again  and 
you'll  vote  for  the  second,  then  we'll 
move  to  the  clergy  ballot,  and  I'll  eto 
plain  that  when  we  get  to  that. 
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I  remind  you  that  as  we  begin  this 
process,  there  will  be  some  delay  in  the 
results  coming  back  to  us  throughout 
the  morning.  And  perhaps  the  next  day 
or  two,  we  will  in  the  process  of  doing 
this,  so  we'll  try  to  get  back  to  it  as  we 
move  forward.  I  see  a  green  card.  Come 
to  no.  4,  please.  (Pause) 

PHILLIP  F.  CONNOLLY  (West  Ohio 
Conference):  Lay.  This  morning,  an  or- 
ange sheet  was  distributed  down  the 
rows  that  I  was  sitting  in,  with  the  rec- 
ommendations to  make  this  an  inclu- 
sive delegation.  This  doesn't  appear  to 
be  an  official  document,  and  I  don't 
know  where  it  comes  from.  Can  you 
help  us  know  if  this  is  a  document  of  the 
conference  or  if  there  was  permission  to 
distribute  it? 

BISHOP  IVES:  Does  anybody  know 
the  answer  to  that  question?  It's  not 
asked  for.  We  are  to  vote  and  we  are  to 
elect — I  made  those  comments  from 
here,  but  I  didn't  know  they  were  al- 
ready before  you  on  the  floor — but  we 
don't  even  know  it's  out  there.  It  is  not 
an  official  document  of  the  General 
Conference. 

CONNOLLY:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  IVES:  And  how  it  was  dis- 
tributed, 1  am  unaware.  In  the  back,  1 
see  someone  at  mike  8.  I  remind  you 
that  we  are  to  vote  without  discussion. 
If  this  is  a  question,  that's  in  order,  but 
there  are  no  speeches  to  be  made  re- 
garding this.  Yes,  no.  8. 

HOWARD  J.  MASON  (Penin- 
sula-Delaware): Bishop,  I  would  like  to 
ask,  as  a  point  of  reference,  the  names 
and  the  numbers  on  the  screen  are  not 
seen  by  some  of  us  older  people  and  I 
would  like  to  know  how  we  could  get 
the  numbers  so  we  could  see  them  eas- 
ier. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Okay,  that's  a  proce- 
dural issue.  There  are  some  who  are  in 
the  house  who  cannot  see  the  screen 
and  see  the  numbers.  Ask  the  secretary 
of  the  conference  if  there's  any  way  to 
deal  with  this.  Carolyn?  The  secretary 
will  read  those  numbers,  if  you  would 
like  to  have  them  read  now?  Carolyn, 
will  you  read  those?  For  the  laity,  let's 
read  the  numbers  for  the  laity  so  that  if 
anybody  has  sight-impairment  we  will 
be  all  together  on  this.  Do  you  have  the 
numbers?  Do  you  have  the  numbers? 
They're  on  the  board,  on  the  screen. 

Laity  Candidates  for  Judicial  Council 

CAROLYN    MARSHALL:    No.     1. 

!   Rodolfo  Beltran;  2.  Lonnie  D.  Brooks;  3. 

Evelyn    "Lynn"    Caterson;    4.    James 


Lamark  Cox  Sr.;  5.  Mary  A.  Daffin;  6. 
Paul  Ervin;  7.  Daniel  F.  Evans  Jr.;  8,  Os- 
car R.  Ferrer;  9.  Theophelous  Gambe; 
10.  Sally  Geis;  11.  Jon  R.  Gray;  12.  Ed- 
ward H.  Hill;13.  James  W.  Holsinger; 
14.  Daniel  A.  Ivey-Soto;  15.  Steven 
T.Lett;  16.  Mark  D.  Loud;  17.  Ann 
Alberty  Saunkeah;  IS.William  L.  (Ted) 
Todd  Jr.;  19.  William  White;  20.  W. 
Clark  Williams. 

BISHOP  IVES:  I  think  we're  ready  to 
vote.  I  see  another,  way  in  the  back.  Yes, 
I  see  you,  green  jacket. 

Remember,  we  are  to  have  no 
sp>eeches,  only  questions  about  the  pro- 
cess. 

LA  VON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Bishop,  this  is  a  question  for 
clarification.  When  we  vote  we  vote  for 
the  number — not  the  one  and  two — for 
yes  and  no? 

BISHOP  IVES:  That's  right. 

WILSON:  Am  I  correct  on  that? 

BISHOP  IVES:  Right. 

WILSON:  There  was  some  question 
on  that. 

BISHOP  IVES:  You  will  push  the 
numbers  that  correspond  to  the  num- 
ber which  is  identified — which  identi- 
fies the  person. 

WILSON:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  IVES:  OK.  I  saw  a  hand  here. 
Come  to  number  2  please. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Will  you  wait  for  the 
translation  please. 

WILSON:  We  have  the  name  but  we 
don't  know  the  people  we  are  voting 
about. 

BISHOP  IVES:  As  I  indicated  earlier, 
the  fjeople — the  information  about  the 
people — their  biographical  informa- 
tion is  on  page  1877  through  1881  in 
your  DC  A  plus  1948.  On  those  pages  it 
tells  you  exactly  the  same  thing  that  ev- 
erybody else  knows  and  nothing  more. 

We  wanted  to  see  them  to  put  the 
name  and  the  figure  so  we  would  be 
able  to  vote. 

The  suggestion  is  that  they  would  like 
to  see  these  persons.  Part  of  the  prob- 
lem is  that  they  are  not  all  here.  All  of 
the  persons  would  not  be  present,  p>er- 
haps.  We  are — the  rules  are  pretty  clear 
that  we  are  supposed  to  elect  without 
discussion.  Yes,  Mary  Alice. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Rorida):  I 
believe  there  is  an  error  on  page  1948 
because  it  says  additional  biographical 
sketch  in  correction  to  judicial  council 
nominees  and  it  lists  Sheila  Reming.  I 


believe  Sheila  is  a  nominee  for  the  Uni- 
versity Senate  and  so  that . . . 

BISHOP  IVES: . . .  ought  not  to  appear 
on  that  list. 

MASSEY:  Right 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  We're  only 
voting  for  the  persons  who  are  on  the 
screen,  and  the  ones  that  the  secretary 
mentioned.  I  think  we  are  ready  to  take 
the  first  vote.  Remember  we  are  going 
to  vote  for  one — we  are  going  to  vote 
for  three  people — we  are  going  to  do 
them  one  at  a  time,  okay.  So  you  are  go- 
ing to  cast  your  first  ballot,  lay  ballot, 
first  vote  for  laity  for  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil. Everyone  in  this  conference  is  eligi- 
ble to  vote.  You  have  a  pad  in  front  of 
you.  Please  vote  to  elect  when  the  light 
appears.  Okay,  you  have  voted  once, 
now  you  are  going  to  vote  again.  Re- 
member, I  said  you  are  going  to  vote 
three  times,  once,  twice,  and  your  going 
to  vote  for  your  second  f)erson  at  this 
point.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap>- 
pears.  And  now  you  are  going  to  vote  a 
third  time — for  a  different  jaerson,  a  dif- 
ferent number.  Please  vole  when  the 
light  appears. 

You  have  completed  ballot  number  1 
for  laity  for  Judicial  Council,  we'll 
move  to  ballot  number  1  for  clergy.  The 
way  the  program  is  set,  we  are  going  to 
vote  for  two,  we  will  vote  for  2,  there  are 
3  persons  to  be  elected  but  on  this  first 
sequence,  we  are  going  to  vote  for 
two — the  two  who  would  serve  the  8 
year  term,  so  we  will  vote  for  two  per- 
sons. After  those  have  been  elected  then 
we  will  come  back  and  elect  the  next 
person  who  will  serve  for  a  4  year  term. 
That  is  just  the  way  they  program  this 
for  us,  so  on  this  first  clergy  ballot  I  am 
going  to  ask  you  to  punch  in  the  num- 
bers for  those  who — you  know,  the  first 
person  you're  going  to  vote  for.  Then  I 
will  call  for  the  second  person.  Do  we 
need  a  reading  of  the  list  again,  Caro- 
lyn? 

On  1879— look  to  page  1879— you 
will  see  the  list  and  you  can  write  the 
numbers  besides  the  names  if  you  have 
some  sight  problems.  Carolyn,  will  you 
read  those  names?  The  clergy  nominees 

Clergy  Candidates  for  judicial  Council 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  1 -Keith  D. 
Boyete,  2-Elsie  J.  Crickard,  3-Frank  B. 
Davies,  4-Ralph  Lawrence  Dill  111, 
5-PhilipFenn,6-ThomasH.  (Tom)  Grif- 
fith, 7-Susan  Henry-Crowe,  8-Belton  F. 
Joyner,  9-Larry  Pickens,  10-Thomas 
Shanklin,     11 -Robert     K.    Sweet    Jr., 
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12-Francine  Taylor-Thirus,  13-Jane 
Tews,  14-Linda  Thomas,  15-Theodore 
"Ted"  Walter. 

BISHOP  IVES:  We  are  ready  to  take 
the  first  ballot  for  clergy  for  the  Judicial 
Council.  Do  I  see  a  hand  over  here?  No  I 
don't.  It's  someone  standing  on  the  bal- 
cony. It  looked  like  a  hand.  If  you're 
ready  to  cast  the  first  ballot  for  clergy 
please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 

If  you  are  now  ready  to  cast  your  vote 
for  second  person,  remember  don't 
push  the  same  number.  This  is  a  differ- 
ent number,  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears. 

Okay,  we  have  completed  the  clergy 
ballot  number  one.  As  I  said  before  we 
are  going  to  vote  for  the  third  person  af- 
ter these  first  two  have  been  elected. 
Then  we  will  vote  for  the  person  who 
will  serve  the  4-year  term.  We  are  vot- 
ing for  eight-year  terms  to  begin  with. 
We  also  have  on  our  agenda  this  morn- 
ing election  of  Conference  Secretary. 
Nomination  for  Conference  Secretary 
comes  from  the  Council  of  Bishops.  It  is 
on  page  1751  in  your,  1751,  1-7-5-1 
which  indicates  that  the  council  of  bish- 
ops is  nominating  Carolyn  Marshall  as 
the  secretary  for  the  General  Confer- 
ence. The  floor  is  open  for  additional 
nominations.  Are  there,  do  I  see  any  ad- 
ditional nominations.  Yes,  number 
four,  come  to  number  four. 

RODNEY  G.  STEELE  (North  Arkan- 
sas): Bishop,  I  might  be  confused  but  I 
thought  we  were  electing  three  clergy 
to  the  Judicial  Council:  two  for  eight 
year,  and  one  for  4-year.  Am  I  misun- 
derstanding? 

BISHOP  IVES:  You  are  absolutely 
correct,  and  we  are  going  to  elect  the 
two  first  and  when  those  two  are 
elected  we  are  going  to  come  back  and 
elect  the  third.  Okay? 

STEELE:  Thank  you,  sir. 

Carolyn  Marshall  Re-elected  Secretary 

BISHOP  IVES:  OK.  Now  we  are  on 
election  of  the  Secretary  of  the  General 
Conference.  The  name  of  Carolyn  Mar- 
shall has  been  placed  in  nomination. 

ANITA  CRUMP  (Louisiana):  Bishop? 

BISHOP  IVES:  Yes,  come  to  micro- 
phone number  four. 

CRUMP:  I  move  that  a  nomination  be 
closed  and  that  Carolyn  Marshall  be 
elected  by  acclamation. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Motion  is  that  nomina- 
tions be  closed.  It  has  been  been  moved 
and  seconded  that  Carolyn  Marshall 


who  would  be  elected  by  acclamation. 
If  you  would  so  order,  please  vote 
when  the  light  appears. 

You  have  elected  Carolyn  Marshall. 
(applause). 

BISHOP  IVES:  We  move  from  this 
point  to  consideration  of  calendar 
items.  I  believe  we're  going  to  hear  first 
from  independent  commissions.  Are 
we  ready  to  do  that?  How  ready  are 
we?  We  need  to  begin  to  make  sure 
we're  ready  to  be  on  the  floor.  Ok,  since 
we're  waiting  and  having  time,  lefs 
take  our  break  at  this  point.  Let's  break 
until  20  after  and  then  we'll  begin  with 
this  item.  A  ballot,  we  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  take  another  election,  another 
vote  before  we  proceed.  If  those  in  the 
house  would  begin  to  be  seated,  others 
coming  in  will  move  more  quickly. 
Cynthia's  going  to  lead  us  in  a  song  to 
bring  us  together.  Cynthia. 

Unauthorized  Document  Distributed. 
Tainted  Election  Charged 

(Singing-Oh  How  I  Love  Jesus) 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you  and  will 
you  please  be  seated.  We  are  about  to 
hear  the  results  of  a  ballot.  As  you  come 
to  your  seats,  those  who  are  coming, 
come  quickly  and  those  of  you  who  are 
in  your  seats,  please  give  your  attention 
here  so  we  can  began  to  have  conversa- 
tion with  each  other.  I  have  been  in- 
formed in  regard  to  this  item  that  was 
on  your  desk,  I  want  to  remind  every- 
body in  the  house  that  nothing  is  to  be 
distributed  on  the  desk  of  the  delegates. 
Nothing,  without  the  permission  of  the 
whole  body.  I  understand  that  this  was 
prepared  and  given  in  packets  to  the 
heads  of  delegations  and  they  were 
asked  to  distribute  it  to  the  members  of 
the  delegations.  I  remind  heads  of  dele- 
gations, that  at  some  points  maybe  you 
will  need  to  be  the  enforcer  and  say  that 
is  not  something  I  can  do.  And  those 
who  seek  to  do  this,  as  you  can  see  al- 
ready, are  making  our  process  a  little 
bit  more  complicated  because  it  does 
confuse  the  issue.  So,  no  distribution  of 
materials.  This  is  not  an  official  docu- 
ment of  the  general  conference.  I  see 
someone  at  mike  4  -green  card. 

WILLIAM  A.  HINES  (West  Ohio): 
Our  chairperson  did  not  get  this  to  pass 
out.  It  was  passed  out  at  each  table.  I 
would  make  a  motion  that  we  declare 
the  election  null  and  void  unless  all 
caucus  groups  get  to  pass  out  their  par- 
ticular view  points. 


BISHOP  IVES:  Your  motion,  is  it  sec- 
onded? I  hear  seconds.  You  want  to 
make  this  election  process  null  and 
void. 

HINES:  That's  right.  There  are  too 
many  people  that  use  this  particular  pa- 
per here  to  vote  on  and  it  is  completely 
out  of  line  and  it  was  passed  out  with- 
out our  knowledge  in  this  conference 
and  it  ought  to  be,  the  election  ought  to 
be  declared  null  and  void. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Okay,  I  hear  your  mo- 
tion. Does  anybody  wish  to  speak  to 
this  motion?  Motion  is  that  the  voting 
process  to  this  point  be  called,  be  null 
and  void.  Yes  go  to  mike  4. 

VANCE  SUMMERS  (West  Ohio): 
Bishop,  can  you  determine  if  each  dele- 
gation received  this  or  that  piece  of  pa- 
per or  was  it  only  distributed  to  part  of 
us? 

BISHOP  IVES:  I'm  not  sure  that  we 
can  take  the  time  to  poll  the  whole  con- 
ference to  find  the  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion. 

SUMMERS:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  IVES:  In  the  back,  come  to 
mike  8. 

BEVERLY  WILKES  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  I  speak  against  throwing  out 
the  last  ballot  because  we  all  have  our 
own  minds  and  I  think  that  we  had  am- 
ple time  to  choose  our  nominees  and  so 
I  would  speak  against  that  in  the  inter- 
ests of  saving  time  and  trusting  each 
person  to  have  voted  their  own  con- 
science. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  Mike  7. 
Yes,  I  see  you. 

JAMES  EHRMAN  (East  Ohio): 
Bishop,  it  seems  to  me  the  problem  we 
have  is  how  best  to  take  care  of  the  im- 
proper distribution.  The  suggestion 
from  Mr.  Hines  would  simply  make  the 
process  more  political  and  therefore,  I 
would  urge  that  we  vote  down  the  mo- 
tion so  that  we  have  as  little  damage  as 
possible  going  forward. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Ok,  we  have  had  two 
speeches  against  the  motion,  does  any- 
body want  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion? Number  4,  are  you  speaking  for 
the  you're  the  maker  of  the  motion, 
right? 

BILL  COUCH  (Northwest  Texas): 
No.  This  is  just  a  question  for  clarifica- 
tion. Is  the  motion  to  invalidate  the 
whole  election  or  just  the  first  ballot? 

BISHOP  IVES:  My  understanding  is 
that  it  had  to  do  with  the  first  ballot 
That's  the  way  I  interrupted  that.  Is 
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your  speech  in  favor  of  the  motion? 
Number  4. 

PHILLIP  CONNOLLY  (West  Ohio):  I 
speak  in  favor  of  the  motion.  I'd  like  to 
move  to  amend  the  motion.  I'd  like  to 
amend  the  motion  to  say  that  the  ballot 
be  taken,  establish  an  order  of  the  day, 
tomorrow  morning  and  all  caucus 
groups  have  an  opportunity  to  distrib- 
ute slates  to  the  delegation.  If  I  can  have 
a  second,  I'd  speak  to  that. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Ok,  is  it  second  to  that? 
I  see  a  second,  yes. 

CONNOLLY:  I  also  regret  that  this  is 
become  political,  and  it  clearly  is  politi- 
cal now.  We  don't  know  yet,  where  this 
part  came  from,  we  believe  that  if  all 
caucus  groups  had  an  opportunity  to 
share  a  slate  of  people,  it  would  at  least 
put  us  on  an  even  bar  and  we  would 
have  some  sense  of  parity  about  this  is- 
sue. There  isn't  any  way  we  can  recover 
this  and  it  may  well  be  one  of  the  most 
impwrtant  votes  that  are  taken  this 
week  in  determining  how  the  Discipline 
will  be  administered  in  the  church  in 
the  next  eight  years. 

BISHOP  IVES:  We're  on  the  substi- 
tute amendment.  In  the  back,  do  you 
want  to  speak  to  the  amendment?  We 
have  somebody  at  mike  8. 

DAVID  WILSON  (Little  Rock):  I  call 
the  question  on  all  that  is  before  the 
house. 

BISHOP  IVES:  It  is  not  in  order  be- 
cause people  have  not  had  a  time  to 
speak  to  it.  If  people  want  to  speak  to  it, 
you  still  have  not  had  sufficient  num- 
bers to  sp>eak  to  the  item.  Yes,  number. 
Oh  excuse  me,  over  here  at  mike  1. 
Number  1. 

BROOKE  CONKLIN  (Troy):  I  would 
like  to  speak  against  the  amendment  as 
well  as  against  the  whole  motion  be- 
cause all  this  paper  does  is  to  break 
down  into  the  different  jurisdictions 
where  the  people  are  from.  It  does  not 
tell  you  who  to  vote  for.  I  also  wish  that 
it  was  broken  down  to  let  us  know  eth- 
nicity; the  gender,  because  we  say  with 
lip  service  we  are  an  inclusive  church 
and  yet,  especially  for  fseople  from  Cen- 
tral Conferences  and  myself,  I  do  not 
know  the  ethnicity  or  anything  of  these 
people.  We  need  this  as  well  as  more  in- 
formation. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  At  mike  4. 
Yes.  I  recognize  the  f>erson  here 

PHYLLIS  FERGUSON  (Pacific 
Northwest):  1  want,  as  the  speaker  be- 
fore me  did,  to  speak  against  the 
amendment  and  against  the  motion. 


We  all  know  who've  all  been  politick- 
ing to  get  Judicial  Council  and  simply 
because  somebody  wrote  down  on  the 
piece  of  paper  a  preference  of  some  few 
people  does  not,  is  not  grounds  to  dis- 
miss this  ballot.  1  would  vote  against 
both  motions.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Okay.  I  have  two 
speeches  against  the  amendment  and 
one  speech  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Is  there  anybody  else  who  wants  to 
speak  in  favor  of  the  amendment?  In 
the  back  number  7. 

TOM  FLINN  (Baltimore-Washing- 
ton): Bishop,  1  would  like  to  call  for  the 
question  on  all  that  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Somebody  tried  that  a 
few  minutes  ago  and  I  said  we  needed 
at  least  2  speeches  before  that  is  in  or- 
der. I  won't  recognize  it.  Somebody 
else?  Speak  to  the  amendment.  Yes. 
Need  somebody  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. Our  rules  clearly  indicate  that 
you  can  not  call  the  previous  question 
unless  2  people  on  each  side  at  least 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  speak.  Yes. 

DAVE  MENDYK  (Nebraska):  I 
would  speak  in  favor  of  really  voiding 
this  process  because  it  has  been  tainted 
and  we  really  can  not -afford  to  make  a 
mistake. 

Vote  to  Cancel  Judicial  Vote  Defeated 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  I  think  you 
are  ready  to  vote.  Those  of  you  who 
would  support  the  amendment  vote  1, 
press  1 .  Those  who  would  not  press  2 
when  the  light  appears.  The  amend- 
ment is  not  supported  [Yes,  174;  No, 
720]  which  brings  us  back  to  the  origi- 
nal motion,  which  is  declaring  the  bal- 
lot null  and  void.  Are  you  ready  to  vote 
on  that?  If  you  are  please  vote  on  the 
original  motion  when  the  light  appears. 
Motion  is  defeated  [Yes,  209;  No,  700]. 
Let  us  hear  the  results  of  ballot  no.  1,  La- 
ity. 

Laity  ballot  ready,  is  it  ready  to  come 
up?  I  was  told  it  is  ready  to  be  reported, 
if  not  we  are  going  on  to  other  business. 
Call  on  Harold  Batiste  to  bring  a  report 
of  the  committee.  We'll  come  back  to 
the  report  later.  Thank  you.  Independ- 
ent Commissions,  Harold  Batiste. 

HAROLD  BATISTE  (Southwest 
Texas):  Good  morning  Bishop  Ives  and 
members  of  the  General  Conference. 
Members  of  the  leadership  team  for  the 
Independent  Commissions  legislative 
committee  are  vice-chairperson,  David 
Banks,  clergy  delegate  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  secretary  Margie 
Briggs,  lay  delegate  of  the  Missouri 


West  Conference.  I  serve  as 
chairperson,  and  I'm  Harold  Batiste, 
lay  delegate  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference.  We  present  the  results  of 
action  taken  on  2  petitions  by  our  very 
capable  and  diligent  committee.  We 
have  2  calendar  items  respectively  173 
and  174. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Would  you  please  give 
page  numbers  first. 

HAROLD  BATISTE:  Page  numbers 
first.  Calendar  Item  173,  DCA  p.  1849,  in 
the  Advance  DCA  p.  1393  recorded  as 
Petition  30310  and  the  subject  "Sexual 
Ethics  within  Ministerial  Relationships 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church." 
Bishop  Ives,  we  move  concurrence. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  committee  moves 
concurrence.  Do  you  want  to  speak  to 
that?  Calendar  Items  are  173. 

BATISTE:  Calendar  items  are  173. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Calendar  Item  173. 
The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
is  concurrence.  Yes  sir.  I  see  a  yellow 
card  way  in  the,  come  to  number  6,  yes, 
yellow  card. 

TAKAYUKI  ISHII  (New  York):  1 
would  like  to  support  this  resolution.  I 
am  have  been  a  member  of  General 
Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  for  the  last  8  years.  This  up- 
dated resolution  "Sexual  Ethics  within 
Ministerial  Relationships  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church"  is  a  cooperative  ef- 
fort of  GCFA  and  General  Commission 
on  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  GBHEM, 
and  with  annual  conferences.  We  have 
updated  this  resolution  from  recent 
surveys  of  annual  conferences  and  this 
resolution  continues  our  commitment 
to  healing  and  prevention  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  So  I  urge 
you  for  concurrence. 

BISHOP  IVES:  That's  a  speech  in  fa- 
vor. I  think  you  are  ready  to  vote.  If  you 
support  the  committee  please  vote,  if 
you  would,  if  you  are  ready  to  take  ac- 
tion please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You  have  supported  the  committee's 
recommendation  lYes,  859;  No,  33]. 

BATISTE:  Bishop  Ives  in  the  DCA  p. 
1849  Calendar  Item  174  ,in  the  Adivnce 
DCA  p.  1399  recorded  as  Petition  30734. 
And  Bishop  the  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence.  Concurrence  as 
amended  sir. 

BISHOP  IVES:  See  the  amendment  on 
p.  1849.  Amendment  to  174.  Move  con- 
currence. Any  question?  Please  vote 
when  the  light  apf)ears.  You've  sup- 
ported the  committee  (Yes.  785;  No, 
U2]. 
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BATISTE:  That  concludes  our  report        GROUP  RESPONSE:  Yes 


BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  Thank  you 
Harold.  Do  we  have  the  report  of  the 
ballot? 

BISHOP  IVES:  It  will  take  30  seconds 
for  the  ballot  results  to  come  up,  they 
tell  me.  So  we  have  to  be  patient  for 
about  24  more  seconds.  Okay,  one  of 
the  things  that  happens  when  we  go  to 
"yes"  or  "no"  votes  is  that  it  kicks  into  a 
different  program;  we  have  to  wait  for 
it  to  come  back  up  again.  So,  let's  be  pa- 
tient maybe  and  we'll  have  it  here.  Yes, 
come  to  mikel. 

DARLENE  DAWES  (Central  Penn- 
sylvania: I'd  like  to  make  a  motion 
please.  In  considering  the  comments 
from  our  Central  Conference  sister,  I 
make  a  motion  that,  for  the  2004  Gen- 
eral Conference,  pictures  be  included 
for  the  nominees  to  the  Judicial  Council 
and  the  University  Senate. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Is  that  seconded? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Second 

BISHOP  IVES:  It  is  moved  and  sec- 
onded. If  we  go  back  to  the  other  pro- 
gram and  vote  at  this  point,  that's  going 
to  delay  us  some  more.  Would  you  be 
willing  to  hold  that  until  we've  heard 
the  report  of  the  ballot  so  that  we  don't 
mess  the  system  up  again? 

DAWES:  Yes,  sir. 

First  Laity  Judicial  Ballot  Announced 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  Here's  the 
report  in  front  of  you.  The  valid  number 
of  votes,  valid  ballots,  needed  to  elect 
457,  invalid  ballots  25.  There  is  no  elec- 
tion. You  need  to  have  the  ballot  read 
perhaps  because  some  of  you  have  in- 
dicated sight  problems  before.  Mary 
Daffin,  344,  Rodolfo  Beltran  266,  James 
Holsinger  251 ,  Sally  Geis  233,  Paul  Irvin 
217,  Mark  Loud  212,  John  Gray  208, 
Daniel  Evans  Jr.l49,  Edward  Hill  115, 
William  White  HI,  Ellen  Peterson  103, 
Daniel  Ivey-Soto  91,  James  Lanmark 
Cox  Sr.  86,  Lonnie  Brooks  79,  (pause) 
Ann  Saunkeah  78,  Clark  Williams  64, 
Theophilus  Gambe  49,  Oscar  Ferrer  47, 
William  Louder  Jr.18,  William  Todd  Jr. 
18,  Stephen  Lett  15. 

Think  you  should  be  prepared  to  vote 
again.  We'll  do  it  the  same  way  we  did 
before. You'll  vote  three  times.  Remem- 
ber, I'll  call  for  one.  Once  that's  com- 
pleted, I'll  call  for  the  second.  If  you're 
ready  for  ballot  number  2,  on  laity  for 
the  Judicial  Council,  please  vote  when 
the  light  appears,  (pause)  Do  you  want 
some  more  time? 


BISHOP  IVES:  Okay,  is  it  on  the 
screen? 

GROUP  RESPONSE:  No 

BISHOP  IVES:  It's  on  my  screen.  It 
was  here  a  minute  ago.  We  need  the 
(names  of  the)  laypersons  to  be  elected 
on  the  screen  so  that  we'll  have  the 
numbers. There,  now  you  have 
it.They're  in  the  book  as  well. 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  Bishop! 

BISHOP  IVES:  Let's  invalidate  that 
ballot  because  we  had  a  point  of  order,  a 
question,  and  we  had  just  put  the  num- 
bers up.  I'd  called  it  for  before  you  got 
them,  so  let's  start  again.  Point  of  order 
in  the  back.  (Pause)  Mike  8. 

BOB  SWEET  (New  England):  Bishop, 
some  of  us  can  see  the  numbers  all 
right,  we  just  can't  register  them  fast 
enough.  Can  we  have  the  slate  up  there 
for  a  longer  period  of  time  before  the 
vote? 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  answer  is  yes. 
Let's  put  the  slate  up.  We'll  pause  so 
you  have  time  to  turn  to  p.  1 877  and  you 
can  number  them  in  your  book  and 
you'll  have  them.  Okay,  are  you  ready 
now?  If  you're  ready  to  cast  ballot  #2  for 
the  Judicial  Council  laity,  please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  Vote  for 
one. 

(Voting  occurs) 

BISHOP  IVES:  Okay,  if  you're  ready 
again,  if  you're  ready  to  vote  for  a  sec- 
ond person  different  from  the  one  you 
voted  for  last,  please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  (Pause)  And  then  if 
you're  ready  to  vote  for  a  third  person, 
please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
(Pause)  Okay,  that  completes  the  ballot- 
ing for  ballot  #2  for  the  laity.  I  under- 
stand that  the  clergy  ballot  also  is  ready; 
if  we  could  see  the  results  of  the  clergy 
ballot  on  the  screen.  It  may  take  a  few 
seconds.  Can  somebody  assure  me  that 
the  clergy  ballot  is  coming  up?  It's  com- 
ing, they  say.  Okay,  valid  votes  1,879, 
valid  ballots  950.  Needed  to  elect  470, 
invalid  ballots  8.  There  is  no  election. 

First  Clergy  judicial  Council  Ballot 
Announced 

Let  me  read  them  as  I  did  before. 
Larry  Pickens  331,  Keith  Boyette  246, 
Theodore  Walter  246,  Jane  Tews  201, 
Susan  Henry-Crowe  157,  Belton  F.  Joy- 
ner,  128,  Robert  Sweet  Jr.  115,  Linda 
Thomas  88,  Philip  Fenn  82,  Frank 
Davies  74,  Ralph  Dills  III  73,  Francine 
Telathirus    54,     Elsie    Crickard    49, 


Thomas  Griffin  22,  Thomas  Shanklin 
13. 

BISHOP  IVES:  We're  voting  again. 
We're  voting  for  two  at  this  point,  re- 
member, we're  voting  just  for  the  two 
who  will  be  elected  for  the  eight-year 
term,  and  let's  get  those  names  up  on 
the  screen  so  that  we'll  have  time  to  be 
ready  to  vote.  I  see  a  question  back  here, 
come  to  mike  7  please. 

BILL  SCOTT  (Mississippi):  I  would 
like  to  know  how  do  I  know  which 
nominee  is  for  four  years  and  which  is 
for  eight  years? 

BISHOP  IVES:  All  of  these  nominees 
are  for  eight  years.  All  of  the  ones  that 
we're  electing  at  this  point  are  for  eight 
years. 

SCOTT:  So  everyone  in  the  book  can 
serve  for  eight  years? 

BISHOP  IVES:  Correct. 

SCOTT:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  IVES:  And  then  after  we've 
elected  them,  then  we  will  elect  another 
person  who  will  complete  a  term  which 
will  be  for  four  years.  We  haven't  had 
those  up.  There  they  are.  There's  the 
clergy . . .  clergypersons  who  have  been 
nominated  to  the  Judicial  Council.  Are 
you  ready  to  vote?  Remember  that 
you're  going  to  vote  twice.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  You're 
ready  to  vote  for  a  second  person? 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 

OK.  We've  completed  Clergy  Ballot 
No.  2  and  we're  going  to  move  back  to 
hearing — dealing  with  some  calendar 
items.  We're  going  to  go  to  Higher  Edu- 
cation Ministry.  La  Von  Wilson,  are  you  i 
ready  to,  ready  to  report?  . . . 

[Point  of  Order  made,  inaudible.] 

Excuse  me.  Thank  you.  Your  point  of  I 
order  is  well  taken.  I  said  I  would  recog- 
nize . . .  you. 

Motion  Made  to  Picture 
judicial  Council  Candidates  in  DCA 

DARLENE  DAWES  (Central  Penn- 
sylvania): Thank  you.  Bishop.  I'd  likei 
this  motion  to  please  be  considered.  In ' 
considering  the  comments  from  our 
central  conference  sister,  1  make  a  mo-  ^ 
tion  that  for  the  2004  General  Confer- 
ence,   pictures    be    included    for   the 
nominees  to  the  Judicial  Concil  and  the 
University  Senate.  This  is  but  a  small 
way  to  address  one  of  their  concerns, 
and  as  well  as  being  an  important  for  aU 
of  us  to  know  the  ethnicity,  age,  and 
gende  in  order  for  us  to  be  inclusive  in 
our  voting. 
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BISHOP  IVES:  OK,  I  think— 1  think 
we  hear  your  motion,  it  was  seconded .  I 
think  your  motion  would  be  in  order  if 
it  was  a  motion  to  refer  to  the  Commis- 
sion on  General  Conference. 

DAWES:  Then,  I  so  move  that,  please. 

BISHOP  rVES.  OK.  The  motion  is  to 
adopt  this  and  refer  it  to  the  Commis- 
sion on  General  Conference.  Any  ques- 
tion? If  you  would  approve,  if  you 
would — if  you're  ready  to  vote  on  this 
item,  please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
f>ears.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears— here  it  is.  You  have  voted  to 
refer,  /Yes,  793;  No,  237}.  La  Von  Wilson, 
are  you  ready  to  go  now? 

LAVON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  I'm  ready.  Bishop.  If  you 
would  open  your  DCi4s  to  page  1848, 
Calendar  Item  165,  Petition  30182;  in 
your  Advance  DC  A,  Page  1020.  The 
committee  concurs  with  reference  to 
GCF&A  because  this  item  contains 
money.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  IVES:  165  is  before  you.  Any 
questions?  If  you  would  support,  if  you 
would  approve  and  refer  to  GCFA, 
please  vote  when  the  light  apf)ears. 
[Yes,  881;  No.  24]  You  supported  881  to . 
.  .  something.  Went  off  the  screen 
quicker  than  I  could  read  it!  Go  ahead, 
LaVon. 

(Laughter) 

WILSON:  In  your  DCA.  page  1836, 
Calendar  Item  22,  Petition  30739;  Ad- 
vance DCA,  955.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  You  have  concurred, 
[Yes,  876;  No,  26].  La  Von? 

WILSON:  Page  1909.  The  following 
four  will  be  on  this  page.  Calendar  Item 
323,  Petition  30129;  Adivnce  DCA,  963. 
The  committee  recommends  noncon- 
currence. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence  on  No.  323.  If 
you  would  support  the  committee's 
recommendation  for  nonconcurrence, 
you  would  vote  1;  if  you  would  not, 
vote  2  when  the  light  appears.  You  have 
supported  nonconcurrence,  [Yfs,  649; 
No.  243]. 

WILSON:  On  the  same  page.  Calen- 
dar Item  324,  Petition  30657;  the  Ad- 
vance DCA,  962.  The  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  IVES  You  have  before  you. 
Petition  [Calendar  Item  No.)  324.  Com- 
laittee  recommends  nonconcurrence.  If 


you  would  suppx)rt  the  committee  in 
nonconcurrence,  vote  yes  when  the 
light  appears;  if  you  would  not,  vote  no 
when  the  light  appears.  You've  sufv 
ported  nonconcurrence,  lYes,  705;  No, 
210]. 

WILSON:  On  the  same  page.  Calen- 
dar Item  325,  Petition  30667;  Adwnce 
DCA,  966.  The  committee  recommends 
concurrence  as  amended. 

BISHOP  IVES:  On  325,  you  see  the 
amendment.  Recommendation  is  for 
concurrence  as  amended.  Yes,  go  to 
mike  4.  Or  is  it  easier  to  go  to  3?  Which- 
ever way  you  go,  easier  way.  Coming  to 
mike  4. 

Amendment  on  Economic  Development 
Debated 

MARGARET  M.  MALLORY  (West 
Ohio):  Bishop,  I  would  speak  against 
the  amendment  and  the  reinstatement 
of  the  original  language. 

BISHOP  IVES:  OK,  you're,  you're 
moving  to  amend  the  committee  rep>ort 
by  deletion  of  the  amendment . . .  ? 

MALLORY:  And  the  reinstatement  of 
the  original  language. 

BISHOP  IVES:  OK.  If  you're  moving 
to  delete  the  amendment ,  the  original 
language  would  remain. 

MALLORY:  Yes. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Yes.  Is  there  a  second 
to  that?  I  hear  a  second.  Would  you  like 
to  speak  to  that? 

MALLORY:  Yes  sir.  Many  new  pas- 
tors are  appointed  in  rural  areas,  and 
the  specificity  of  having  economic  de- 
velopment as  part  of  their  duties  is 
needed.  It's  helpful  in  helping  them  to 
understand  what  needs  to  be  done — as 
well  as  being  a  role  model.  The  pastor  is 
a  role  model  in  organizing,  and  I  think 
it's  really  necessary,  especially  in  rural 
areas,  that  that  sf>ecificity  be  there. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  Any  oth- 
ers wishing  to  speak  on  the  amend- 
ment, the  amendment  to  delete?  Yes,  I 
see  a  green  card.  Go  back  to  6. 

EDWARD  A.  KAIL  (Iowa):  I  support 
this  recent  motion  out  of  concern  that 
we  be  able  to  support  faith-based  com- 
munity organizing  in  both  rural  and  ur- 
ban contexts.  We  just  received  the 
report  of  the  Shalom  Zone  Initiative, 
and  I  believe  it's  vital  in  support  of 
communities  of  Shalom  that  we  be  able 
to  engage  in  organization  on  many  dif- 
ferent levels,  including  economic  de- 
velopment, community  development. 


and  church  development.  I  would  ask 
you  to  support  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  Yes,  over 
here.  Come  to  4. 

THOMAS  O.  GARNHART  (Wiscon- 
sin): I  would  oppose  the  amendment  to 
take  out  the  amendment,  in  that  I  am  a 
strong  supporter  of  community  orga- 
nizing and  of  economic  development; 
but  this  would  put  that  into  the  para- 
graph of  duties  for  all  pastors,  and  I 
would  hop)e  that  all  pastors  would  en- 
courage those  things  to  happen,  but  I 
do  not  think  it's  an  appropriate  exjjec- 
tation  for  every  pastor  to  be  personally 
involved  in  organizing  and  economic 
development,  though  I  sure  hope 
they're  supportive  of  it. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Is  there  anybody  else 
wishing  to  speak  against  the  amend- 
ment? The  chair  has  something  to — the 
chair  of  the  committee?  Do  you  have 
any  comment  to  make?  ("FINE"  heard) 
OK,  what  is  before  us  is  the  amendment 
to  delete  the  amendment,  on  Item  No. 

325,  which  would  leave  the  petition  as  it 
is  originally  printed.  If  you  understand, 
I'm  going  to  call  now  for  your  vote  on 
the  amendment  to  delete  those  words 
that  are  on  page  327.  If  you're  ready  to 
vote,  please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. You  did  not  support  the  amend- 
ment—f  Yes,  360;  No,  559].  We're  back  to 
the  Item  No.  325  as  it  is  printed.  If  you 
would  support  the  committee's  recom- 
mendation for  concurrence  as 
amended,  please  vote  when  the  light 
app>ears. 

BISHOP  IVES:  You  have  supported 
concurrence  [Yes,  771;  No,  145]  La  Von. 

WILSON:  On  p.  1909,  Calendar  Item 

326,  Petition  30066  Adivnce  DCA,  p. 
964,  the  committee  recommends  non- 
concurrence.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence  on  Petition  326. 
If  you're  ready  to  vote,  please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  supported 
concurrence  by  [Yes,  590;  No.  31 7]. 

WILSON:  Bishop,  that  concludes  our 
group  for  the  present  time. 

BISHOP  IVES:  That  concludes  your 
work  at  this  present  time  and  we're  go- 
ing to  move  to  Firunce  and  Administra- 
tion. Committee  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  Point  of  order,  yes, 
come  to  Mike  1  and  state  your  pwint  of 
order  please. 

JOE  P.  PEABODY  (North  Georgia): 
On  Item  #323,  I  thought  1  heard  the 
chair  say  that  we  had  voted  concur- 
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rence    and    the    committee    moved 
non-concurrence,  it  did  not.  .  . . 

BISHOP  IVES:  We  voted  concurrence 
with  nonconcurrence. 

PEABODY:  Alright,  I'm  embarrassed 
then.  So  my  understanding  what  the 
house  did. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Sometimes  that  is  con- 
fusing, that's  OK.  Yes,  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration. 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  Bishop, 
it's  my. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Do  we  have  the  micro- 
phone here?  In  the  middle? 

Financial  Administration  Team 
Introduced 

SAGER:  Bishop,  it's  my  pleasure  to 
introduce  the  wonderful  members  of 
the  Financial  Administration  team.  To 
my  right  is  Ernie  Swiggett,  who  is  a  lay 
delegate  from  the  New  York  delegation 
and  to  my  left  is  Phyllis  Rodriguez  who 
is  a  lay  delegate  from  Wisconsin,  I  am 
Stan  Sager,  I  am  a  lay  delegate  from 
New  Mexico.  The  items  before  you  will 
be  six,  I  would  refer  you  first  to  Calen- 
dar Item  306,  which  appears  on  p.  1907 
of  the  DC  A,  it  refers  to  Petition  30478  on 
page  428  of  the  ADCA. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Could  you  give  us  the 
petition  number  again?  Sometimes 
when  we  get  the  petition  number  then 
here  the  page  number  then  go  back  to 
the  petition  number  we  miss  it  so  . . .  the 
petition  number  is? 

SAGER:  Petition  Number  is  30478.  It 
is,  I  believe,  on  the  left  column  of  that 
page.  Page  425.  The  committee  has 
voted  nonconcurrence  with  the  pro- 
posal that  the  Director  of  Communica- 
tions be  required  to  be  a  member  of 
CCF&A  but  without  vote. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Well,  I  guess  the  chair 
is  confused  at  this  point.  I  know  if  .  .  . 
what  was  the  petition  number  again? 

SAGER:  The  Petition  Number  is 
30478.  Did  I  give  you  the  wrong  num- 
ber? 

BISHOP  IVES:  Yes.  I  think  we  are  di- 
rected to  the  wrong  place  aren't  we,  or 
am  I  the  only  one  that's  in  the  wrong 
place? 

SAGER:  Calendar  Item  306. 

BISHOP  IVES:  306,  Gotcha. 

SAGER:  I  gave  you  the  right  recom- 
mendation Bishop,  it  was  nonconcur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Nonconcurrence  on 
Calendar  Item  306. 


SAGER:  The  rational  of  the  commit- 
tee was  simply  that  it  would  impose  an 
unnecessary  burden,  particularly  upon 
smaller  conferences  when  the  Director 
of  Communications  may  already  be  in- 
vited to  Conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  issues. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Okay,  are  you  ready  to 
vote  on  306?  Voting  nonconcurrence, 
you  vote  yes  if  you  support  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  for  nonconcur- 
rence. No,  if  you  do  not.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  supported 
the  committee  [Yes,  836:  No,  94]. 

SAGER:  Calendar  Item  307,  p.  1907, 
this  is  Petition  30646.  The  petition  ap- 
pears on  p.  439  of  the  advance  DC  A,  the 
committee  has  recommended  noncon- 
currence, believing  that  it  was  not  nec- 
essary to  add  the  proposed  language. 

BISHOP  IVES:  307  is  before  you.  Here 
again  the  recommendation  is  for  non- 
concurrence.  If  you  would  support 
nonconcurrence  vote  yes.  If  not  vote  no 
when  the  light  appears.  You  supported 
nonconcurrence  [Yes,  850;  No,  73]. 

SAGER:  Moving  to  Calendar  Item 
308,  it  also  appears  on  p.  1907,  the  Peti- 
tion is  30067  on  p.  340  of  the  advance 
DCA.  Petition  30067.  The  committee 
has  voted  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  committee  recom- 
mend nonconcurrence  on  308.  If  you 
would  support  the  committee's  recom- 
mendation for  nonconcurrence  vote 
yes  when  the  light  appears,  if  not,  vote 
no.  You  have  concurred  [Yes,  838;  No, 
69]. 

SAGER:  I  would  refer  you  to  Calen- 
dar Item  310  at  p.  1907,  the  ADCA  page 
is  440,  right  column  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page.  Petition  31550.  The  committee 
has  also  voted  nonconcurrence  on  that 
issue. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence  on  item  310.  If 
you  would  support  nonconcurrence 
vote  yes,  if  you  would  not,  vote  no 
when  the  light  appears. 

SAGER:  Last  item  is  calendar. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Wait  until  this  is  fin- 
ished. 

SAGER:  I'm  sorry. 

BISHOP  IVES:  You  supported  non- 
concurrence  [Yes,  751;  No,  167]. 

SAGER:  Calendar  Item  14  appears  at 
page  1835  of  the  DCA.  That  is  a  consent 
calendar  page.  It  is  been  removed  be- 
cause of  we  erroneously  reported  it  as 
concurrence  while  it  should  have  been 
reported  as  nonconcurrence.  Mea  culpa. 


And  the  committee  then  has  voted  non- 
concurrence  on  this  issue. 

BISHOP  IVES:  You're  on  page  835. 
Item  14. 

SAGER:  I'm  sorry,  it  is  p.  432,  petition 
page  432  of  the  Advance  DCA,  it  is  Peti- 
tion 30202.  The  vote  is  for  nonconcur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  motion  to  the 
committee  is  for  non-concurrence  for 
the  Calendar  Item  14.  Yes,  question? 
Come  to  Mike  2. 

Abortion  and  Funding  Debated 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  My  sec- 
retary tells  me  I  just  missed  item  309.  If  I 
could  go  back  . . . 

JACK  W.  PLOWMAN  (Western 
Penr\sylvania):  I  urge  that  the  Confer- 
ence vote  contrary  to  the  recommenda- 
tion. The  reason  I  recommend  it  is  this. 
Unfortunately  today,  the  different  gen- 
eral committees  support,  financially, 
abortion.  As  I  understand  the  petition, 
it  would  be  served  to  prevent  the  fund- 
ing of  either  abortion  or  opposition  to 
abortion,  which  as  I  understand  it  to  be 
the  position  of  the  General  Council  to- 
day. And  for  that  reason,  I  urge  neutral- 
ity be  our  position.  The  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion currently  enforces  a  similar  provi- 
sion in  respect  to  homosexuality.  I  see 
no  reason  why  a  distinction  should  be 
made  and  I  urge  that  we  vote  noncon- 
current  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee. 

BISHOP  IVES:  The  speech  against  the 
recommendation  for  nonconcurrence. 
Anybody  else  wishing  to  speak  in  favor 
or  against?  Yes,  come  to  microphone 
two. 

JOHN  SETH  (Western  Pennsylva- 
nia): [There  is  nothing  from  him]. 

JUNE  McCULLOUGH  (Southern 
New  Jersey):  Bishop,  as  I  read  para- 
graph 65J,  The  Church's  Stand  On 
Abortion,  I  believe  that  this  petition 
would  be  out  of  order  because  the 
church  has  a  stand  that  does  not  pre- 
clude abortion,  as  this  petition  would 
preclude  our  church  officials  speaking 
to  that  issue. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Your  suggesting  that 
the  whole  petition  is  out  of  order?  Well, 
shall  we  take  the  time  to  look?  I  think 
the  matter  has  been  before  the  commit- 
tee. The  issue  was  not  raised  in  the  com- 
mittee as  to  whether  this  was  in  order  or 
not.  I  think,  at  this  point,  I'm  going  to 
have  to  rule  it  is  in  order  for  us  to  take 
action  on  it  as  it  is.  The  motion  is  non- 
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concurrence,  remember,  with  this.  We 
have  a  speech  in  favor  of  concurrence. 
A  vote  to  nonconcur  would  essentially 
accomplish  what  you  said,  June.  If 
you're  ready  to  vote  on  the  committee's 
recommendation  on  number  14 
that — yes,  on  the  left  back  there — come 
to  number  seven. 

PHILIP  J.  WOGAMAN  (Balti- 
more-Washington): As  a  member  of  the 
GCFA,  I  want  to  support  the  commit- 
tee's action,  which  was  unanimous  on 
this,  and  to  draw  the  Conference's  at- 
tention to  the  sweeping  character  of  the 
language  contained  in  Petition  30202.  It 
says  'The  GCFA  shall  be  responsible 
for  ensuring  that  no  board,  agency, 
committee,  commission,  council,  or 
task  force  shall  directly  or  indirectly 
supp>ort,  subsidize,  belong  to,  be  affili- 
ated with,  or  in  any  way  endorse  or  par- 
ticijjate,"  etc.,  etc.  To  imjwse  upon  the 
GCFA  the  responsibility  to  p>olice  what 
could  become  witchhunts  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  whole  church  seems  to  me  en- 
tirely inappropriate  and  I  urge  the 
conference  to  support  the  action  of  the 
committee  on  that  matter. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Okay,  we've  had  a 
speech  in  favor  of  the  position  of  the 
committee.  We've  had  a  spjeech  against 
the  position  of  the  committee.  You've 
already  spwken  to  this.  Is  there  anybody 
eke  who  wants  to  speak?  Yes? 

DAVE  MENDYK  (Nebraska): 

BISHOP  IVES:  You're  on  the  floor, 
you're  a  delegate. 

MENDYK:  Thank  you.  God  bless  the 
UMC.  (laughter)  I  do  want  to  say  that 
our  church  is  not  neutral.  We  are  not 
neutral  on  this  issue.  Let  us  reconcile 
ourselves  to  be  the  voice  of  that  unborn 
child.  We  can  support  that  unborn  child 
through  our  prayers  and  our  monies. 
I     Thank  you. 

BISHOP  IVES:  I  interpret  that  as  a 
speech  against  the  committee  recom- 
mendation. 

TSHIBANG  KASAP  (North-West 
Katanga,  Congo):  May  I  speak  in 
French . 

BISHOP  IVES:  Excuse  me.  Inter- 
preters. Wait  for  the  interpretation. 
Wait  until  they  give  it  to  you. 

KASAP:  Okay. 

BISHOP  IVES:  InterpreUtion  please. 

KASAP:  (Speaking  in  French  cis  inter- 
preted). I  think  that  in  term  of  ethics  the 
church  has  to  take  a  position  that  is 
clear  and  neat.  I  don't  see  any  differ- 
ence betwpen  somebody  who  is  a  doc- 


tor and  anybody  who  is  making  abor- 
tion. The  abortion  is  murder.  The 
church  has  to  say  "no"  to  abortion  in  all 
its  forms.  We  African  delegates  are 
kind  of  scandalized  on  what  we  heard 
about  abortion.  What  we  hear  in  this 
conference  is  disturbing  a  little  bit  our 
faith  as  Africans.  What  we  hear  and 
know  is  that  the  church  has  been  [unin- 
telligible] in  Africa  with  edification  of, 
with  the  help  of  American  church,  and 
what  we  hear  is  not  representing  ex- 
actly what  we  believe  to  get  from 
America.  I  thank  you. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  I  want  also 
to  make  clear  in  any  interpretation  or 
comments  that  1  make  that  if  the  dele- 
gate does  not  understand  my  language 
that  that  will  be  interpreted  as  well.  I've 
had  three  speeches  against  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee.  I've  heard 
two  speeches  in  favor  of  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation.  I'll  recognize 
somebody  who  is  sp)eaking  in  favor  of 
the  committee's  recommendation.  I'll 
recognize  the  hand  way  to  the  back,  the 
yellow  way  in  the  back,  I  saw  you  first. 

DAVID  SEVERE  (Oklahoma):  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  committee  is  cor- 
rect because  if  we  adopt  the  language 
that  is  at  page  432,  then  no  one  can  even 
speak  in  opposition  to  the  performance 
of  abortions  under  any  circumstances. 
Our  stance  is  quite  clear  on  that  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  We  do  not 
approve  abortions  under  any  circum- 
stances, so  to  turn  down  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  is  to  silence  us 
on  our  own  previously  taken  position. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you.  We  are  un- 
der the  mandate  to  vote.  We've  had 
three  sp>eeches  for  and  three  against. 
Our  rules  indicate  that  when  that's  hap>- 
pened,  then  we  are  ready  to  vote.  Does 
the  chair  of  the  committee  have  any- 
thing in  addition  to  say? 

SAGER:  Briefly  Bishop,  the  commit- 
tee has  felt  that  there  were  at  least  two 
reasons  for  nonconcurrence. 

One  is  the  unreasonable  burden 
which  if  was  perceived  that  this  would 
place  upon  GCFA  to  put  it  in  the  posi- 
tion of  monitoring  meetings,  actions 
throughout  and  the  expense  to  the 
church  would  be  substantial.  Number 
two,  this  would  seem  to  be  addressing 
the  very  serisitive  abortion  issue,  not  di- 
rectly in  the  committees  where  these 
matters  are  considered,  but  indirectly 
through  the  finance  end  and  we  did  not 
feel  that  was  appropriate. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Item  number  14  on 
page  1835  is  before  you.  Committee  rec- 


ommends nonconcurrence  with  item 
14.  If  you  would  support  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation,  vote  yes;  if  you 
would  not,  vote  no.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears. 

BISHOP  S.  CLIFTON  IVES:  You  have 
supported  the  committee's  recommen- 
dation for  nonconcurrence,  [Yes,  811; 
No,  126]  ■  You  had  one  more  item? 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  I  have 
one  more  that  is  Calendar  Item  309,  p. 
1907  of  the  DCA.  It  refers  to  ADCA,  p. 
440,  Petition  301 1 9.  The  committee  has 
voted  nonconcurrence.  This  is  the  same 
general  area  of  two  earlier  petitions  of 
which  you  have  sustained  votes  of  non- 
concurrence  on  similar  or  related  is- 
sues. 

BISHOP  IVES:  309  on  p.l907  is  before 
you,  recommendation  is  non-concur- 
rence. If  you  would  support  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation  for 
nonconcurrence,  vote  yes;  if  not,  vote 
no  when  the  light  appears.  You  sup- 
ported the  committee's  recommenda- 
tion, [Yes,  783;  No,  131}.  We  are  within  a 
few  seconds  of  an  order  of  the  day, 
which  is  before  us.  We're  going  to  have 
to  suspend  work  on  calendar  items  at 
this  time  and,  and  move  along.  Are 
those  who  are,  are  those  who  are  pre- 
pared to  bring  before  us  the  General 
Council  on  Ministry  Report  No.  3  pre- 
pared to  go?  Bishop  Hearn. 

BISHOP  J.  WOODROW  HEARN:  In 
1996,  with  great  excitement,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  adopted  two  sp)ecial 
initiatives.  The  first  one  of  those  was  en- 
titled, "Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People,"  and  the  second  one  was  enti- 
tled, "Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
for  the  Twenty-first  Century."  We,  of 
course,  all  recognize  the  significance  of 
these  two  special  initiatives — the  one 
on  young  p)eople  and  the  one  on  the 
Afro- American  church  ministry. 

These  initials — these  two  initiatives 
were  assigned  to  have  a  relationship  by 
the  General  Conference  to  the  General 
Counsel  on  Ministries,  and  so  we  are 
pleased  today  to  bring  you  a  report  of 
what  has  been  done  during  this  qua- 
drennium.  We,  first,  will  hear  from  the 
report  on  the  Shared  Mission  Focus  on 
Young  People;  and,  secondly,  we'll 
hear  the  report  on  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  for  the  Twenty-first  Cen- 
tury. I'll  ask  those  who  are  presenting 
these  materials  to  introduce  themselves 
to  the  conference  at  the  time  they  come 
to  make  these  presentations.  The  first 
one,  a  report  on  the  Shared  Missions 
Focus  on  Young  People,  to  be  followed 
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by  the  report  of  Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  in  the  Twenty-first  Century. 

Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young  People 

AUDREY  FULGRAM:  Our  '96  Gen- 
eral Conference  created  the  Shared 
Mission  Focus  on  Young  People.  It 
called  for  the  church  to  reorder  its  pri- 
orities and  focus  on  the  joys  and  pains 
of  young  people  around  the  globe.  It 
called  for  us  to  bring  persons  between 
the  ages  of  1 2  -  30  into  the  life  and  min- 
istry of  the  church.  Since  1996,  the  ini- 
tiative has  worked  diligently  to  this  end 
under  the  umbrella  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries.  We  wish  to  ex- 
press to  them  our  deep  gratitude. 

From  financing  received  through  the 
Focus  2000  Fund,  we  supported  the  im- 
plementation of  innovative  pilot  pro- 
grams and  young  people's  ministries 
globally.  We  collaborated  with  our 
United  Methodist  seminaries  on 
strengthening  the  relevancy  of  theolog- 
ical education  in  the  areas  of  youth  and 
young  adult  ministries.  Not  the  least  of 
our  work  was  the  gathering  together  of 
the  general  program  agency  staffs  re- 
lated to  young  people's  ministries.  Dy- 
namic issue  forums  were  held  on  the 
issues  of  violence,  substance  abuse,  the 
Asian  economic  crisis,  and  the  rele- 
vancy of  the  church.  We  realize  that  it 
will  take  all  of  us.  Our  dream  has  been 
that  together  we  can  move  mountains. 
Now  I  would  invite  you  to  focus  on  the 
dreams  of  our  young  people. 

(Video  Presentation) 
(Applause) 

JEFF  QUICK  (Western  New  York): 
The  Book  of  Hebrews,  Chapter  ]2, 
verse  1  tells  us  that  like  that  great  cloud 
of  witnesses  we,  too,  should  lay  aside 
every  hindrance  and  the  sin  that  clings 
so  closely  to  us  and  run  with  persever- 
ance the  race  that  is  set  before  us.  1  be- 
lieve that  it's  time  to  run  that  race,  and 
never  give  up. 

I  dream  of  a  church  where  ministries 
with  youth  and  young  adults,  center 
around  mentoring  relationships  for 
people  like  the  Reverend  Roger  Bill 
who  is  one  of  my  mentors,  lovingly 
work  side  by  side  with  us  in  the  mission 
field.  Roger  nurtured  a  sense  of 
self-worth  in  us.  He  offered  us  opportu- 
nities of  leadership.  He  offered  us  the 
tools  for  ministry  that  we  needed.  More 
importantly  than  anything  else,  Roger 
helped  us  to  grow  into  a  relationship 
with  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  I 
believe  that  it's  time  to  run  the  race  and 
never  give  up. 


And  I  dream  of  a  church  where  those 
who  feel  called  to  ministries  with 
young  people  would  find  cutting-edge 
methods  of  leadership  and  solid,  scrip- 
tural, and  spiritual  developments.  Let's 
offer  theological  education  appropriate 
to  their  specific  calling.  We  must  con- 
tinue to  strengthen  our  theological  edu- 
cation where  ministries  to  youth  and 
young  adults  are  concerned.  The  time  is 
long  since  gone  when  our  church  could 
afford  to  look  at  youth  ministry  and 
young  adult  ministry  as  a  stepping 
stone  to  real  ministry. 

(Applause) 

1  believe  that  it  is  time  to  run  the  race, 
and  never  give  up! 

I  dream  of  a  church,  a  church  where 
general  agency  staff  would  gather  to- 
gether and  design  a  comprehensive 
plan  for  ministry.  Let's  [Unintelligible] 
for  our  church  a  sense  of  cooperation 
that  changes  lives.  Let's  renew  a  fire  for 
Christ  in  our  young  people.  John  Wes- 
ley said,  "Catch  on  fire  with  enthusi- 
asm, and  folks  will  come  from  miles 
away  just  to  watch  you  burn." 

(Laughter-Applause) 

I  dream  of  a  church  where  youth  and 
young  adults  are  on  fire  with  enthusi- 
asm for  God.  And  better  yet,  while 
we're  dreaming  and  while  we're  imag- 
ining, I  dream  of  a  church  where  the 
folks  in  the  pews  and  the  folks  in  the 
pulpits  are  screaming  to  them,  "Burn 
baby,  burn!"  It's  time  for  us  to  run  the 
race  and  never  give  up.  It's  time  for  us 
to  get  so  excited  about  youth  and  young 
adult  ministries  that  we  start  drawing  a 
crowd  and  that  that  crowd  would  be 
coming  from  miles  away  just  to  watch 
that  burning — that  desire  for  Christ. 

I  dream  of  a  denomination  where  lo- 
cal churches  and  annual  conferences 
endeavor  to  provide  creative  and  inno- 
vative ministries  with  young  people. 
Let's  lead  the  way  in  researching  meth- 
ods of  reaching,  teaching,  mentoring, 
and  sending  a  new  generation  of  Chris- 
tians. We  must  reach,  teach,  mentor, 
and  send  these  young  people — the  ones 
inside  our  church  and  the  ones  on  the 
outside,  as  well.  I  believe  that  it's  time 
to  run  the  race  and  never  give  up. 

And  1  dream  of  a  church  where  we 
quit  waiting  for  them  to  come  to  us. 

(Applause) 

Let's  go  to  them.  Who  said  that  the 
race  had  to  be  run  around  a  track?  Who 
said  that  we  had  to  wait  for  the  specta- 


tors to  come  and  sit  in  our  bleachers? 
Let's  quit  running  in  circles.  Let's  start 
running  right  through  the  middle  of 
town.  Let's  go  to  the  young  people  and 
find  out  firsthand  their  joys  and  their 
pains.  Let's  find  out  firsthand  how  we 
might  embark  on  ministries  with  them. 

Scripture  tells  us,  "Church,  go  into 
the  world,"  not  world,  come  to  the 
church.  I  believe  that  it's  time  to  run  the 
race  and,  with  perseverance,  that  we 
should  never,  never  give  up. 

BISHOP  S.  CLIFTON  IVES:  Thank 
you.  Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  MARSHALL  L.  MEADORS 
JR:  We've  been  moving  mountains  by 
bringing  together  the  initiatives  of  the 
church.  The  Bishop's  Initiative  on 
Children  and  Poverty,  Strengthening 
the  Black  Church  for  the  Twenty-first 
Century,  the  National  Plan  for  His- 
panic Ministries,  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan — all  of  these  and 
the  other  initiatives  have  established 
creative  partnerships  with  the  boards 
and  the  agencies  of  the  church. 

The  forum  for  this  that's  made  it  pos- 
sible has  been  the  Shared  Mission  Focus 
on  Young  People.  Together  we  strug- 
gled with  what  it  means  to  be  a  global 
church.  Together  we  sought  to  put 
aside  issues  of  turf  and  rather  to  seek  to 
build  community.  All  of  this  is  to  create 
the  church  in  which  there  are  more  op- 
portunities for  young  people  to  be  par- 
ticipants in  the  full  life  of  the  church. 

We've  seen  dreams  come  true.  We've 
seen  systemic  change.  We've  adopted 
new  ways  of  being  in  ministry.  Life  is 
different.  We're  looking  at  our  lives  in 
ministry  through  a  wider  lens,  and  the 
forum  has  been  the  Shared  Mission  Fo- 
cus on  Young  People. 

JULIUS  NELSON  (Liberia):  War  is 
not  good.  Whether  you  are  in  Liberia, 
Sierra  Leone,  Nigeria,  Sudan,  Zimba- 
bwe, Angola,  Mozambique,  the  Congo, 
Rwanda,  Burundi,  Egypt,  Ethiopia, 
Russia,  France,  China,  the  Philippians, 
or  the  United  States  of  America,  war  is 
not  good. 

Promoting  reconciliation  among 
youth  is  a  pilot  project  in  the  Liberia 
that  is  alive  today  because  of  Shared 
Mission  Focus  on  Young  People  and 
other  partners.  The  prayer  project  pro- 
vides young  people  from  the  church 
and  the  community  the  opportunity  to 
reflect  on  their  root  causes  and  effects  of 
the  civil  war  in  Liberia.  From  the  learn- 
ing and  the  sharing,  Liberian  young 
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people  are  looking  for  ways  to  restore 
peace.  They  are  moving  their  commu- 
nities from  a  culture  of  violence  to  a  cul- 
ture of  peace  and  reconciliation.  They 
are  deciding  to  accept  each  other  in  the 
various  communities  and  are  trying  to 
forgive  their  brothers  and  sisters  for 
what  happened  during  the  civil  war. 
Thank  God.  Thank  God  for  the  decision 
to  start  this  initiative  for  young  people 
in  our  church.  Together  we  move 
mountains. 

(Applause) 

EDWIN  ZEIDERS  (Central  Pennsyl- 
vania); All  young  fjeople  have  a  basic 
need  and  right  to  know  that  they  are 
loved  infinitely  by  God  and  that  God 
seeks  for  them  a  life  of  joy,  hofje,  and 
meaning. 

On  October  8-10, 1999,  a  consultation 
was  held  involving  representatives  of 
the  13  United  Methodist  seminaries  in 
the  United  States  and  representatives  of 
the  Shared  Mission  Focus  regarding  the 
role  our  seminaries  might  play  in 
equipping  our  own  seminary  students 
to  be  more  effective  in  preparing  for 
ministry  with  youth  and  with  young 
f>eople.  The  consultation  resulted  in  the 
presentation  of  19  specific  statements 
and  six  additional  questions  challeng- 
ing both  the  seminaries  and  the  church 
to  ask  even  more  and  deef)er  questions 
with  regard  to  ministry  for  and  with 
youth  and  young  people. 

Tlie  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools  will  continue  to  re- 
flect on  our  work  and  our  commitment 
to  equip  both  clergy  and  laity  for  effec- 
tive youth  and  young  adult  ministries. 
Additionally,  we  would  encourage 
deeper  and  more  penetrating  dialogue 
designed  to  challenge  the  whole  church 
to  work  more  creatively — to  close  the 
gap  between  the  church  and  the  youth 
and  young  adult  cultures  emerging  in 
our  global  community. 

LANE  C.  WINN  (Louisiana):  I  dream 
of  a  church  where  young  people  are  not 
sitting  on  the  back  pew  every  Sunday  in 
worship  but,  where  they  are  leading  the 
service  side  by  side  with  other  clergy 
and  laity.  I  dream  of  a  church  that  is  not 
afraid  to  ask,  that  is  not  satisfied  with 
the  status  quo,  that  does  not  want  to  see 
a  wider  gap  between  the  "us"  and 
"them".  While  we  as  youth  and  young 
adults  can  learn  and  gain  from  those 
older  than  us,  we,  too,  have  much  to 
teach  and  share  with  you.  Today  1  com- 
mission all.  of  you  to  continue  to  listen 
to  the  voice  of  young  p>eopIe  in  our 


church.  My  generation  is  still  being  in- 
fluenced by  the  world.  So  why  not 
make  an  impact  on  us  as  the  church.  Re- 
member when  you're  designing  your 
church  of  your  dream  to  include  the 
young  people  of  today.  United  Meth- 
odists are  amazing  Christians  and  by 
working  together  all  of  our  dreams  will 
come  true. 

(Applause) 

JEFF  QUICK:  A  vision  has  been  set 
forth  by  the  Shared  Mission  Focus  On 
Young  People  for  the  church.  It  is  a  vi- 
sion that  has  young  pjeople  living  out 
their  faith  in  the  present,  and  leading 
the  way  into  the  future.  It  is  a  vision 
where  unchurched  young  people  are 
offered  the  unconditional  love  of  God 
through  ways  that  are  affirming  and  ac- 
cepting. It  is  a  vision  that  claims  young 
people,  no  matter  who  they  are,  as  as- 
sets rather  than  liabilities.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  simply  cannot  live 
or  thrive  without  us.  As  chair  of  the 
Shared  Mission  Focus  On  Young  Peo- 
ple, 1  would  like  to  thank  the  General 
Conference  on  behalf  of  young  people 
across  our  globe  for  this  initiative. 
While  we're  excited  dbout  the  work 
that  we  have  already  accomplished,  we 
know  that  there  is  still  much  to  do.  And 
we  look  forward  to  our  continued  work 
with  you  as,  together,  we  move  moun- 
tains. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you  very  much. 
(Applause)  CXir  agenda  calls  for  us  to 
move  to  the  second  item  that  you  had 
from  .  .  .  My  question  is,  you  know, 
we're  running  very  close  on  time. 
We're  at  the — we  have  set  aside  about 
30  minutes  to  do  this  and  we  only  have 
about  10  of  those  minutes  left  and  I 
don't  think  that's  going  to  be  sufficient 
for  you  to  do  what  you  want  to  do,  is  it? 

WALTER  KIMBROUGH  (North 
Georgia):  No  sir. 

BISHOP  IVES:  What  is  the  will  of  the 
house?  I  don't  want  to  interrupt  this  in 
the  middle,  if  they  begin  . . .  how  much 
time  are  you  looking  for? 

KIMBROUGH:  25  minutes. 

BISHOP  IVES:  In  order  to  complete 
this  rejxirt,  we  would  have  to  extend 
the  time  which  means  we're  not  going 
to  leave  here  until  after  12:30,  probably. 
I  hear  the  motion  to  extend  the  time  to 
allow  the  completion  of  this  report.  Sec- 
ond it,  if  you  would  approve,  indicate 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  ap- 
proved the  extension  of  time  by  543  to 
336.  Go  ahead. 


Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
for  the  21'  Century 

KIMBROUGH:  Thank  you.  Bishop 
Ives  and  members  of  the  general  con- 
ference, delegates-year  2000.  As  a 
member  of  the  coordinating  committee 
to  strengthen  the  black  church  of  the  21 ' 
century,  we  are  pleased  to  ha  ve  a  signif- 
icant leadership  from  every  sector  of 
the  church.  The  committee  is  ably 
chaired  by  Bishop  Jonathan  Keaton.  Dr. 
Carolyn  Johnson  served  as  our 
vice-chair.  The  late  Rev.  Valerie  Irvin, 
who  made  her  transition  suddenly 
from  life  mortal  to  life  immortal  two 
weeks  ago  today,  Andres  Salters  who  is 
our  coordinator  for  strengthening  the 
black  church  with  the  21"  century,  a  to- 
tal coordinating  committee  composed 
of  19  persons  representing  each  of  the 
five  jurisdictions. 

We  started  at  this  process  8  years  ago 
at  the  General  Conference  in  1992.  Leg- 
islation was  presented  to  us  calling  for 
an  initiative  in  the  life  of  our  great 
church  to  strengthen  the  black  church 
as  we  were  preparing  to  move  into  the 
21"  century.  It  was  a  layperson,  Lillian 
Lane,  in  Chicago,  Illinois  on  the  Chi- 
cago Southern  district  many,  many 
years  ago,  who  said  to  me,  "Walter, 
those  of  us  who  came  from  the 
Lexington  Conference  had  what  the 
former  Rock  River  Conference  needed 
and  they  wanted  it.  But  we  failed  to 
give  it  to  them."  And  I  said  to  Lillian, 
"What  was  it  that  we  had  that  the  larger 
church  needed?"  And  she  said,  "We 
had  a  Spirit  to  bring  to  them.  And  in- 
stead of  bringing  to  them  what  they 
needed,  we  started  acting  like  them." 

Well,  we  have  shifted  from  that  posi- 
tion. We  recognize  that  a  blessing  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  what 
hapf)ens  within,  contextually,  the  life 
and  experience  of  our  Black  congrega- 
tions. We  believe  great  deliverance  will 
come  from  this  arena.  And  so,  four 
years  ago,  in  1996,  the  General  Confer- 
ence overwhelmingly  approved  of  this 
initiative  that  got  us  started.  And  be- 
cause of  the  decision  made  four  years 
ago,  we're  moving,  I'm  convinced,  in 
the  right  direction,  to  helping  reshape 
this  great  denomination  of  ours,  so  that 
we  would  move  from  being  a  declining 
denomination  to  one  that  is  growing 
and  vibrant.  My  friend  and  colleague. 
Dr.  Carolyn  Johnson  will  come  now 
and  give  more  information. 

CAROLYN  JOHNSON  (North  Indi- 
ana):'Thank  you.  Dr.  Kimbrough.  And 
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delegates,  I  know  you  are  hungry.  But 
there  is  nothing  quite  as  satisfying  as 
hearing  stories  of  people  who  has  been 
claimed  by  Christ  and  whose  lives  have 
been  changed  by  Christ.  And  that  really 
is  indeed  what  we  think  is  the  success 
story  of  strengthening  the  black  church 
for  the  21"  century.  As  you  have  proba- 
bly read  in  your  document,  the  initia- 
tive set  up  25  congregational  resource 
centers  that  were  chosen  because  they 
were  vital  congregations.  And  that  vi- 
tality was  not  necessarily  defined  by 
size  but  by  having  sound  lay  and  clergy 
leadership  that  worked  in  partnership 
with  each  other;  that  offered  the  ability 
and  the  time  and  the  capacity  for  faith 
formation,  bible  study,  and  prayer;  that 
was  strategically  placed  within  the 
community  to  respond  to  the  needs  of 
the  community;  and  who  had  a  sense  of 
cultural  memory  that  it  brought  to  the 
theological  and  the  biblical  under- 
standing and  the  expressiveness  of 
United  Methodism  within  that  area, 
within  that  community. 

And  it  also  had  a  chance  to  not  just 
identify  those  congregational  resource 
centers,  but  to  have  a  mechanism  for 
those  congregations  who  would  be 
called  partner  churches  to  work  with 
congregational  resource  centers.  And 
what  was  indeed  special  about  this  ini- 
tiative is  that  it  demonstrated  that  there 
was  a  real  yearning  among  congrega- 
tions to  want  to  increase  the  depth  and 
the  breadth  of  the  ability  to  make  disci- 
ples for  Jesus  Christ.  And  in  that  to  par- 
ticipate in  self-study,  to  work  with  the 
congregational  resource  center,  to 
come  home  and  do  follow-up,  and  to 
indeed  then  try  to  live  out  the  kinds 
of — live  out  the  life  of  the  very  work 
that  they  had  been  dealing  with.  Now 
as  I  said  to  you  earlier,  there  are  many, 
many,  many  stories,  but  we're  going  to 
share  one.  And  that  you  will  see  as  the 
video  begins. 

(Video) 
(Applause) 

CAROLYN  JOHNSON:  As  my  Uncle 
Alec  would  say,  "That's  not  something 
we  read  about,  that's  something  we 
live."  Let,  let  me  say  to  you  that,  as  you 
have  read  in  your  materials,  we  are  pro- 
posing that  the  initiative  be  continued 
for  several  reasons.  One,  last  quadren- 
nium,  as  we  said,  that  we  would  work 
with  400-600  partner  congrega- 
tions— partner  teams — out  of  a  desig- 
nated number  of  churches.  We  have 
just  about  met  that  goal,  but  what  we 
didn't  count  on  was  the  number  of  con- 


gregations that  are  indeed  yearning  to 
participate  in  this  kind  of  initiative. 

Also  we're  finding  that,  as  you  well 
know  in  our  denomination,  that  we 
find  many  congregations  of  Afri- 
can-American United  Methodists  that 
find  themselves  culturally  isolated 
where  they  are,  so  that  they  may  indeed 
be  the  only  African-American  congre- 
gation. And  many  of  the  kind  of  link- 
ages and  network  that  they  need  to 
have — that  would  be  very  helpful — are 
not  available  to  them  in  their  own  loca- 
tion. And  as  you  know,  SBBC  crosses  all 
our,  our  jurisdictional  lines. 

Another  one  is  that  we  find  that  the 
demographics  of  the  populations,  par- 
ticularly of  the  unchurched,  are  taking 
on  some  unique  characteristics  in  this 
time  period.  Not  only  are  we  talking 
about  unchurched,  which  may  be  very 
different  than  you  understood  it 
twenty  years  ago — a  people  who  were 
not  in  church,  but  who  had  some 
church  experience.  We're  talking  now 
about  people  who  are  unchurched  with 
no  church  experience  at  all. 

As  well  as  the  fact  that  what  I  think  is 
the  joy  of  this  program  is  that  while  it 
may  be  designed  to  fit  specific  congre- 
gations, a  particular  cultural  pat- 
tern— the  learnings  and  the  models  that 
are  developed — are  not  culturally  re- 
strictive. It  is  indeed  the  best  example  of 
the  connectional  principle,  not  in  terms 
of  administrative  links  of  some  kind  of 
hierarchy,  but  of  the  things  that  we 
clearly  understand  to  be  connectional. 
Shared  vision,  resource  mobilization, 
linkage,  and  networking. 

At  some  point  during  this  Annual 
Con — during  this  General  Conference, 
1  hope  Reverend  Cynthia  will  teach 
you,  if  you  don't  know  how,  to  sing  a 
song  called,  "1  Woke  Up  This  Morning 
With  My  Mind  Staid  on  Jesus."  And  if 
you  know  that  song,  perhaps  that  en- 
capsulates everything  to  say  about  this 
initiative.  That  what  it  tends  to  do  is  to 
make  sure  that  people  indeed  do  wake 
up  each  morning  with  their  mind  staid 
on  Jesus.  And  when  your  mind  is  staid 
on  Jesus,  it's  very  clear  what  you  must 
do.  Reverend  Kimbrough. 

ALBERT  KIMBROUGH:  Several 
members  of  the  leadership  team  are 
coming  now  to  stand  with  me,  and 
Bishop  Peter  Weaver  will  share  a  word 
with  us  today.  Let  me  see  if  I  can't  sum- 
marize what's  taking  place. 

The  primary  objective  of 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for  the 


Twenty-first  Century  seeks  to  take 
those  congregations  that  are  in  fact  vi- 
tal, in  the  words  of  Bishop  Roy  Nickels, 
and  transform  them  into  congrega- 
tional resource  centers.  What  we  mean 
by  that  is  that  those  Black  United  Meth- 
odists congregations  in  America,  who 
are  doing  a  significant  job  in  ministry, 
possess  a  moral  obligation  to  share  with 
others  who  are  not  experiencing  vital- 
ity in  their  places,  who  are  not  experi- 
encing excitement,  who  are  not 
encountering  significant  growth.  We 
used  to  say  it  another  way:  "The  strong 
must  bear  the  infirmity  of  the  weak." 

And  so  twenty-five  vital  United 
Methodist  congregations  that  are  Black 
in  America  have  been  selected  to  be- 
come the  teachers  of  others  of  our  con- 
gregations across  the  vastness  of  this 
nation.  We  have  not  arrived  at  where 
we  want  to  be.  But  we  are  one  quadren- 
nium  on  our  way.  And  we  need  the  con- 
tinued support  of  General  Conference 
2000  to  say,  "Yes,  you're  moving  in  the 
right  direction."  To  say,  "Yes,  we  care." 
To  say,  "Yes,  we  support"  and  to  sup- 
port this  initiative  to  the  fullest  extent." 

And  I  encourage  you  to  keep  in  mind 
that  every  congregational  resource  cen- 
ter adds  additional  dollars  to  bringing 
about  this  particular  ministry.  Every 
partner  congregation  shares  their  re- 
sources as  well  as  the  general  church. 
And  I  want  you  to  further  keep  in  mind 
that  each  of  our  congregations  share 
with  every  other  congregation  in  pay- 
ing conference  apportionments.  We 
need  you  to  help  Black  United  Method- 
ists congregations  be  a  blessing  to  the 
total  denomination.  1  am  convinced 
that  our  time  under  God  is  now. 

BISHOP  PETER  D.WEAVER:  Let  me 
say  just  one  word — this  is  not  just 
strengthening  the  Black  church  for  the 
twenty-first  century,  this  is  a  gift  to  the 
whole  church.  This  is  strengthening 
The  United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
twenty-first  century.  This  is  strength- 
ening communities  for  the  twenty-first 
century. 

(Applause) 

And  you  saw  the  faces  across  the 
street.  Most  importantly,  this  is  allow- 
ing the  love  of  Jesus  to  flow  so  that  lives 
are  strengthened  and  transformed  as 
sisters  and  brothers  across  this  world 
move  into  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury— twenty-first  century,  together. 
Thanks  be  to  God. 

(Continued  next  issue) 
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Delegates  Confront  Challenges: 
Handguns,  Team  Logo,  Bioethics 


Handguns  and  baseball  outside  the  convention  center, 
ad  church  business  inside  kept  General  Conference  dele- 
;ites  reaching  for  their  electronic  voting  pads  Tuesday. 

By  a  vote  of  724  to  205,  the  conference  called  for  a  to- 
1  ban  on  "ownership  by  the  general  public  of  handguns, 
sault  weapons,  automatic  weapon  conversion  kits,  and 
capons  that  cannot  be  detected  by  traditionally  used 
.etal-detection  devices." 

■  The  assembly,  which  sets  United  Methodist  policy, 
..ked  that  the  ban  cover  the  United  States  and  all  other 
•untries  where  the  church  has  a  presence.  The  statement 
as  debated  for  about  30  minutes. 


Agenda  for  Wednesday  May  10 

8:00  a.m. 

Choral  Music 

8:15  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Worship  Service 

1 

Dr.  George  Carey, 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  preacher 

•9:15  a.m. 

Recognition  of  Ecumenical  Visitors 

9:30  a.m. 

Committee  on  Calendar 

and  Agenda  Report 

'9:40  a.m. 

Calendar  Items 

!12:05  p.m. 

Conference  Announcements 

1 

and  Committee  on  Presiding  Officers 

il2:15p.m. 

Lunch  Recess 

2:20  p.m. 

Gathering  Music 

2:30  p.m. 

Calendar  Items 

1 5:30  p.m. 

Dinner  Recess 

•  7:20  p.m. 

Gathering  Music 

;  7:30  p.m. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Agenda 

j  7:30  p.m. 

Calendar  Items 

]  10:25  p.m. 

Announcements 

10:30  p.m 

Adjournment 

X>rder  of  the  Day 

"Gun  violence  is  killing  America's  children,"  the  res- 
olution asserted.  "Gun  violence  in  America's  schools  has 
emerged  as  a  growing  and  disturbing  trend." 

An  Illinois  delegate  said  she  had  a  gun  but  was  going 
to  get  rid  of  it.  A  Florida  delegate  said  his  family  owns 
handguns  and  "the  American  people  have  a  right  to  pro- 
tect their  homes." 

On  baseball,  delegates  approved  engaging  the  own- 
ership of  the  Cleveland  Indians  baseball  team  in  dialogue 
regarding  the  use  of  a  caricature  of  a  Native  American 
known  as  "Chief  Wahoo"  as  an  identifying  team  logo. 
The  caricature  frequently  is  regarded  as  demeaning  by 
Native  Americans. 

Citing  the  rapid  development  of  research  dealing  with 
human  cloning  and  the  mixing  of  human  stem  cells  with  an- 
imals or  human  embryos,  the  General  Conference  asked  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  (GBCS)  to  form  a 
bioethics  task  force  to  advise  the  church  on  ethical  issues. 

Earlier  in  the  session  Tuesday  delegates  rejected  a 
bid  to  eliminate  the  GBCS. 

In  debate  Tuesday,  the  General  Conference  turned 
down  proposals  attempting  to  broaden  council  represen- 
tation so  each  jurisdiction  would  have  at  least  one  mem- 
ber. A  limit  of  two  consecutive  eight-year  terms  was 
approved. 

Three  of  the  church's  special  programs  were  en- 
dorsed for  reference  to  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration:  Native  American  Forum,  Shared 
Mission  Focus  on  Young  People,  and  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  for  the  21"  Century. 

Two  proposals  relative  to  lifestyles  of  general  agency 
staff  were  rejected  as  unnecessary.  One  would  have  re- 
quired staff  to  be  "persons  who  model  themselves  after  Je- 
sus Christ." 

Turning  to  the  environment,  delegates  said  the 
church  and  its  members  should  "place  a  high  priority  on 
changes  in  economic,  political,  social  and  technological 
lifestyles  to  support  a  more  ecologically  equitable  and 
sustainable  world." 
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Delegates  removed  a  clause  prohibiting  a  Judicial 
Council  member  from  serving  if  he  or  she  turns  70  before 
the  next  General  Conference.  The  assembly  also  elected  a 
replacement  for  a  Judicial  Council  member  who  was  be- 
ing replaced  because  of  that  clause. 

Some  delegates  contended  that  because  the  legisla- 
tion is  not  generally  in  effect  until  2001,  no  conflict  exists. 
Others  questioned  the  situation,  and  a  majority  called  for 
a  Judicial  Council  ruling  in  the  matter. 

— Robert  Lear 


Delegates  Approve  Contentious 
Anti-Gun  Resolution 

After  a  quadrennium  in  which  no  resolution  on  guns 
was  passed  by  General  Conference,  77  percent  of  the  dele- 
gates voted  Tuesday  to  accept  a  resolution  decrying  hand- 
guns, assault  weapons,  automatic  weapons  and 
automatic  weapon  conversion  kits,  and  calling  for  their 
elimination. 

Clear  statements  were  given  on  both  sides  of  the  de- 
bate. "I  am  not  an  NRA  member,  and  I  am  not  a  gun  enthu- 
siast; but  I  beUeve  we  have  a  right  to  protect  ourselves  in 
our  own  homes,"  said  the  Rev.  Scott  T.  Kelso,  West  Ohio 
Conference.  The  Rev.  Beverly  L.  Wilkes,  Illinois  Great 
Rivers  Conference,  added  handguns  to  the  petition.  "1  own 
a  handgun,"  she  said,  "but  I  am  also  willing  to  give  that 
handgun  up  because  of  the  society  I  am  currently  present 


Daily  Christian  Advocate 

Cleveland  Convention  Center 

Editorial  Offices:  Hall  C 

Sales  and  Subscriptions:  Hall  A 

Editor J.  Richard  Peck 

Associate  Editor Sheila  McGee 

Roundup  and  Photo  Editor Brad  Motta 

News  and  Features  Editor Barbara  Dunlap-Berg 

News  and  Features  Writers Kurt  Gwartney,  Bob  Lear 

Patty  Meyers,  and  Dave  Persons 

Computer  Assistant Richard  Street 

Computer  Manager/Calendar  Editor Mike  Cunningham 

Composition  Editors Gayl  Hinton,  Victoria  Rebeck 

Recorder  Trainer/Conversion  Specialist Glenn  Hinton 

Assistant  Trainer Tom  Baker 

Manager  of  Audio  Transcription George  Dunn 

Audio  Technicians  ....  Carola  Beasley-TopHffe,  Brian  Brightly 

Coordinators  of  Transcribers Angela  Butler,  Sylvia  Street 

Coordinator  of  Copy  Editors Marvin  Cropsey 

Copy  Editors Keith  Beasley-Topliffe,  Joey  Crowe, 

Elena  de  la  Pefia,JenniferProudfoot  and  Tonya  Williams 

Floor  Identifiers Jonathan  Freshwater,  Bill  Quick 

and  John  Thomburg 

Index  Editor Thelma  Boeder 

Production  Manager Teresa  Alspaugh 

Sales  Manager Juanila  Freudenthal 

Sales  Representatives Barbara  Acuff,  Marge  Poteete 

Distribution  Manager John  Clark 

Office  Manager Dottie  Porter 

Circulation  Manager  (Nashville) Joyce  Wolf 


in.  We  are  calling  for  America  to  disarm  itself  for  the  sake  of 
our  children  and  for  the  sake  of  too  many  others  who  died 
too  soon  because  we're  trying  to  police  ourselves." 

Following  much  debate,  the  Church  and  Society  Leg- 
islative Committee  added  handguns  to  the  wording  of  the 
original  resolution.  When  the  amended  resolution  came 
to  the  full  plenary  Tuesday,  it  was  additionally  amended 
to  include  a  call  for  an  end  to  guns,  not  just  in  the  United 
States,  but  in  all  nations  where  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  presence.  Although  much  of  the  resolution 
cites  specific  gun  violence  statistics  in  the  United  States, 
the  plenary  affirmed  gun  violence  is  not  unique  to  this 
country. 

A  similar  resolution  proposed  by  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  in  1996  was  not  passed  by  General 
Conference  but  was  printed  erroneously  in  the  Book  of  Res- 
olutions on  page  535,  creating  ongoing  confusion  about  the 
official  church  stance  on  gun  violence.  The  Book  of  Resolu- 
tions includes  no  valid  resolutions  addressing  gun  vio- 
lence. A  resolution  on  gun  violence,  passed  by  the  1972 
General  Conference,  was  renewed  each  quadrennium  un- 
til 1996  when  the  new  resolution  was  proposed  but  failed 
to  be  approved. 

The  resolution  passed  Tuesday  calls  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to: 

•  convene  workshops  on  gun  violence; 

•  seek  assistance  from  other  community-based  groups 
on  educational  efforts; 

•  develop  advocacy  groups  within  local  congregations 
to  advocate  for  reduction  in  gun  availability; 

•  support  legislation  to  regulate  the  importation,  man- 
ufacturing, sale  and  possession  of  guns; 

•  call  upon  media  and  the  entertainment  industries  to  ; 
refrain  from  promoting  gun  use  to  children;  and 

•  call  upon  governments  to  provide  significant  assis- 
tance to  victims  of  gun  violence  and  their  families. 

— Gretchen  Hakola  and  John  Thomburg 


Corrections 

In  the  report  of  the  nominations  committee,  Vol. 
4,  No.  3,  page  1748,  under  Central  Conference:  Rhodi 
Lucero  should  read  Rody  A.  Lucedro,  Research  Cen- 
ter, University  of  Mindanao,  Bolton  Street,  Davao 
City  8000,  Philippines. 

On  page  1949  of  the  DCA,  in  the  article  "Marshals, 
Pages,  Recorders"  which  stated  that  an  offering  will  be 
taken  to  defray  the  expenses  of  volunteers.  One  offer- 
ing will  be  taken  and  divided  between  the  marshals 
and  pages  only. 
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Jubilee  2000  Calls  for  Debt  Forgiveness 


A  record  number  of  Central  Conference  delegates 
are  attending  the  2000  General  Conference,  and  many 
represent  nations  burdened  by  debt  they  cannot  pay.  To 
address  the  situation,  several  resolutions  before  the  con- 
ference urge  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  conHnue  to 
rail  for  debt  forgiveness  of  poor  nations. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  (GBCS) 
ind  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (GBGM),  two 
)f  the  lead  agencies  on  the  Jubilee  2000  initiative,  submit- 
ed  resolutions  assigned  to  those  respective  legislative 
•ommittees. 

Countries  in  Africa,  Asia,  the  Pacific,  Latin  America, 
nd  the  Caribbean  owe  more  than  $2  trillion  to  rich  na- 
ions  and  international  financial  institutions  such  as  the 
Vorld  Bank  and  the  International  Monetary  Fund.  The 
vorld's  poorest  countries  are  the  most  heavily  indebted, 
■wing  approximately  $370  billion.  For  many  countries,' 
ne  burden  of  repaying  the  debt  has  prevented  them  from' 
roviding  health  care,  education  and  food  for  the  masses, 
his  debt  burden  inhibits  social  and  economic  develop- 
lent.  Throughout  the  world,  a  call  for  Jubilee  resounds:  a 
ill  for  debt  cancellation. 

Many  United  Methodist  churches,  annual  confer- 
ices  and  jurisdictional  conferences  are  involved  in  Jubilee 
rtion.  The  call  for  debt  forgiveness  comes  from  the  Old 
2Stament  bibhcal  practice  of  erasing  debt  every  50  years  to 
^t  a  fresh  start  to  those  who  were  heavily  indebted. 

Scriptures  mandate  periodically  overcoming  struc- 
ral  injustice  and  poverty  and  restoring  right  relation- 


ships by  forgiving  debt  and  reforming  land  holding.  In 
the  earliest  tradiHons,  the  Sabbath  and  the  Sabbath  year 
limited  consumption  and  exploitaHon  of  the  land.  People 
and  animals  were  to  rest  every  seventh  day  (Exodus 
23:10-12).  The  Sabbath  year  called  for  release  from  debts 
and  slavery,  and  during  the  jubilee  year— every  50th 
year— all  family  lands  were  to  be  restored  (Leviticus  25) 
Fulfilling  these  commandments  proclaims  "the  year  of 
the  Lord's  favor"  (Isaiah  61:1-2). 

The  1996  General  Conference  mandated  a  "Concern 
for  Worker's  Task  Force"  appointed  by  GBGM  and  GBCS 
to  make  recommendations  to  the  2000  General  Conference. 

•  Petition  30509  calls  for  economic  justice  for  a  new 
millennium. 

•  Petition  30513  authorizes  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  continue  ad  vocaHng  for  international  debt 
relief.  Every  nation  asked  to  forgive  debts  owed  it  by 
impoverished  nations  has  approved  the  funds,  ex- 
cept for  the  United  States. 

•  Petition  31282  calls  for  President  Clinton  to  pardon 
the  debt  of  the  468  million  people  in  Latin  America 
where  the  number  of  poor  people  continues  to  grow. 
The  petition  also  asks  the  Council  of  Evangelical 
Methodist  Churches  in  Latin  American  and  the  Ca- 
ribbean (CIEMAL)  and  Methodists  Associated  to 
Represent  the  Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans 
(MARCHA)  to  continue  that  work,  especially  those 
affected  by  hurricanes  George  and  Mitch. 

— Gretchen  Hakola 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


•  Medical  assistance  is  available  in  two  places  in  the 
Cleveland  center!  Reginald  Perkins,  paramedic 
with  the  Cleveland  Emergency  Service  for  25 
years,  is  well-prepared  to  take  care  of  emergency 
needs.  E.M.S.  is  on  line  with  Direct  Medical  Com- 
mand, in  addition  to  having  direct  medical  service 
with  the  surrounding  hospitals.  Rest  assured  the 
first-aid  room  has  the  needed  equipment  and 
medical  supplies  to  give  the  emergency  care 
needed.  If  you  feel  the  need  of  medical  help,  speak 
to  one  of  the  guards  stationed  around  the  outer 
lobby,  and  the  paramedic  on  duty  will  be  con- 
tacted. 


•  Videotapes  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  banquet  are  available  at  the  Good  News 
TV  booth.  Also,  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett's  state- 
ment on  Cuba  is  available  at  the  GBCS  booth  in  the 
exhibit  hall. 

•  Immediately  after  the  Wednesday  morning  ses- 
sion, Joaquin  Garcia  and  Jimmy  Carr  invite  dea- 
cons who  are  delegates  and  reserve  delegates  to 
meet  for  a  photo  at  the  south  wall  in  front  of  the 
coffee  bar. 
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Translation  and  Distribution  of  Materials  for  Delegates  of  the  Central  Conference 

A  Resoiution 

WHEREAS,  we  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Independent  Commissions  of  General 
Conference  2000  wish  to  express  our  concern  and  indignation  regarding  the  situation  in  which  our  fellow 
delegates  from  the  Central  Conferences  have  found  themselves,  and 

WHEREAS,  many  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  from  the  Conferences  outside  the  United  States  did  not 
receive  General  Conference  materials  such  as  the  Advance  Edition  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  in  time 
for  their  use  in  Cleveland,  and  • 

WHEREAS,  the  materials  which  were  received  by  these  delegates,  were  for  the  most  part,  printed 
only  in  English,  making  them  incomprehensible  to  many,  and 

WHEREAS,  a  shortage  of  translators  at  the  site  of  the  General  Conference  compounded  the 
problem,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  need  for  adequate  translators  and  translated  materials  was  evident  to  the  1996 
General  Conference,  was  recorded  in  the  transcript  of  that  Conference,  and  should  have  been  resolved,  and     | 

WHEREAS,  inadequate  provisions  for  these  delegates  has  resulted  in  confusion,  a  sense  of 
disenfranchisement,  and  rejection,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  work  of  legislative  committees  at  General  Conference  2000  has  been  significantly 
hampered  and  delayed  by  time  spent  in  necessary  translation  and  interpretation,  yielding  frustration, 
embarrassment,  and  misunderstanding, 

THEREFORE.  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  a  formal  apology  be  made  to  each  of  our  fellow  delegates 
who  were  denied  adequate  materials  and  services,  and  that  immediate  action  be  taken  to  utilize  every 
possible  means  to  provide  for  any  remaining  need  of  such  services  and  materials  of  the  non  English-speaking  , 
delegates  of  the  2000  General  Conference. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  (1)  the  Council  of  Bishops  be  charged  with  the  task  of  leading 
a  cooperative  effort  to  insure  that  names  and  addresses  of  all  delegates  from  outside  the  U.  S.  A.  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference  ninety  (90)  days  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  2004  General 
Conference,  and  (2)  that  all  necessary  translated  materials  such  as  the  Advance  DCA  be  in  the  possession  of 
delegates  from  outside  the  U.S.A.  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  2004  General  Conference  in  a, 
variety  of  languages  including,  but  not  limited  to.  Spanish.  German.  French,  Korean,  Portuguese  and^ 
Swahili,  and  that  (3)  we  ask  the  General  Conference  Commission  to  consider  placing  this  information  on  the  i 
official  U.M.  website. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  2000  General  Conference  meeting  May  2-12  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  charge  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  to  make  available  the  sum  of  $700,000  for 
use  by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  on  an  as-needed-basis  for  the  translation  and  printing  of  such 
materials,  and  that  the  Commission  on  the  General  Conference  use  advance  publicity  to  recruit  qualified' 
translators  who  will  volunteer  their  services,  as  is  done  by  pages,  marshals,  and  recorders. 

Finally.  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  be 
asked  to  monitor  the  provision  of  materials  and  services  for  non  English  speaking  delegates  to  the  2004 
General  Conference. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  unanimous  approval,  this  9"^  day  of  May,  2000,  by  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  on  Independent  Commissions  of  General  Conference  2000. 

S>^\^'I?  y^y^-^/^s  y/as  Cyi^^^^      ^Harold  Batiste.  Chairperson    A/'^'<'<?-^^ ''^^'^'^^■'  -^ 

CC  William  B.  Odcn.  I'rcsidcni.  Council  ol  Bishops.  (  arulyn  Marshall.  Secreian.  ol  Ihc  General  Contcrcnce:  Kandolph  ISugcnl.  General  Secrclary.  Genera 
Board  ol  Global  Ministries.  Neil  Alexander.  President  .nnd  Publisher.  Ihe  United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  Mollie  Slewarl.  current  Chair.  Commission  on  Ihi 
(iencral  Conlercnce.  Sandra  l.ackorc.  General  Secretary.  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration:  Chester  Jones.  General  Secretary,  Commission  oi 
Kelieion  and  Race. 
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If  You  Ask  Them, 
They  Will  Come 

The  call  came  Thursday  aftemixin.  "Can  you  be  in 
Qeveland  by  8  p.m.  tonight?  We  need  petiple  to  translate 
Swahili  for  some  of  our  Congolese  delegates."  The  request 
came  from  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (GBGM). 

"I  thought  they  were  kidding/'  said  the  Rev.  Josephat 
Rungu,  New  York  Conference.  He  said  he  would  try. 

"I  called  my  lay  leader  and  the  staff-parish  relations 
committee,  and  they  said  it  was  all  right,"  said  Rungu. 
"My  lay  leader  agreed  to  preach  for  me,  and  we  moved 
Communion  Sunday  back  a  week." 

This  done,  he  was  on  his  way  to  Cleveland.  Well,  al- 
most. There  were  further  logistics  to  consider.  How 
would  he  get  from  South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  to  a  New  York 
area  airport  during  rush  hour  for  an  early  evening  flight? 
In  no  way  could  he  get  to  LaGuardia,  John  F.  Kennedy  or 
Newark  airport  to  catch  a  plane  that  would  have  him  in 
Cleveland  at  a  respectable  hour.  Rungu  called  the  GBGM. 
"We'll  see  what  our  travel  agent  can  do."  Before  he  knew 
it,  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  White  Plains  airport  in 
Westchester  County. 

The  aircraft  that  would  bring  him  to  Cleveland  was 
small.  'Tvly  heart  was  in  my  hand  by  the  time  we  landed.  We 
had  to  circle  the  airport  about  five  minutes  because  of  a  heavy 
storm,"  he  explained.  They  touched  down  at  9:20  p.m. 

:  After  a  Friday  morning  orientation,  Rungu  and  other 
pewly  arrived  translators  were  ready  for  the  task.  The 
^ckly  recruited  translators  were  brought  to  Cleveland  to 
•esolve  a  problem  that  surfaced  Wednesday  when  the 
P>urch  and  Society  Committee  stopped  its  work  because 
loo  few  translators  were  available  for  delegates  from  Africa. 

"I  had  a  co-translator;  a  student  visiting  here  with  the 
Xfrica  University  Choir,"  Rungu  said.  Originally  from 
"Cenya,  Rungu  noted  the  Swahili  spoken  in  east  Africa  is 

»ot  identical  to  that  spoken  in  Congo. 

t 

"The  high  point  for  me,"  said  Rungu,  "was  when  one 

»f  the  delegates  we  had  translated  for  stood  up  and  ad- 
i  |ressed  the  entire  legislative  section  in  Swahili,  speaking 
<  p  opposition  to  moving  the  GBGM  from  New  York  to  an- 
i   jther  location."  The  delegate  said  money  could  be  put  to 

Per  use  in  places  such  as  Africa  where  they  struggle  to 
d  simple  church  structures. 

"I  really  feel  if  we  had  not  been  there  to  translate,"  he 
dded, "  the  delegate  would  not  have  understood  the  ieg- 
lation  and  could  not  have  addressed  this  issue  so  articu- 


[tely.' 


Cleveland  District  Funds 

Indian  Center;  Conference 

Approves  'Chief  Wahoo'  Petition 

The  American  Indian  Education  Center  of  Cleveland 
has  new  life  because  of  a  grant  from  the  Cleveland  District 
of  the  East  Ohio  Conference.  The  five-year-old  social  ser- 
vice agency  is  now  housed  in  Broadway  United  Method- 
ist Church  in  southeast  Cleveland. 

Urban  Indians,  or  the  "real  Cleveland  Indians,"  as 
center  director  Robert  Roche  calls  them,  are  an  un- 
der-served, neglected  and  forgotten  population,  accord- 
ing to  Sherrie  Noble,  the  center's  program  director.  'They 
are  the  most  marginalized,  most  invisible  population 
group  in  Cleveland,"  she  said. 

A  sizable  grant  to  the  center  for  a  substance-abuse 
treatment  program  came,  in  large  measure,  because  the 
center  is  now  housed  in  a  United  Methodist  church. 
"Having  the  backing  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
makes  a  substantial  difference,"  said  Noble. 

The  presence  of  Chief  Wahoo,  the  mascot  of  the  Cleve- 
land Indians  baseball  team,  creates  real  heartache  for 
Cleveland  area  Native  American  families,  said  Noble.  City 
of  Cleveland  schools  have  a  "Cleveland  Indians  Day"  on 
which  all  students  wear  team  apparel  and  paint  their  faces. 
Because  the  painting  of  one's  face  is  a  sacred  rite  in  Native 
American  culhire,  this  confuses  the  children. 

During  yesterday's  plenary  session,  the  conference 
approved  a  petition  from  United  Methodism's  Native 
American  International  Caucus.  The  petition  called  for 
appropriate  church  agencies  to  work  with  Native  Ameri- 
can church  groups  "to  engage  the  Cleveland  community 
and  the  ownership  of  the  Cleveland  Indian  Professional 
Baseball  Team  in  a  dialogue  of  understanding  and  sensi- 
tivity with  demeaning  ethnic  caricatures  and  mascots." 

— John  Thornburg 


Rungu's  presence  at  General  Conference  came  as  a 
leasant  surprise.  His  fiancee,  Lesley  Y.  Crosson,  GBGM 
ublic  relations  director,  is  also  working  as  a  translator 
ere. 

— Kate  SantaColoma 


Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is  . . .  Brad  Motta??? 

This  room  provides  a  respite  for  some  very  special 
people  at  General  Conference.  These  people  cannot 
vote.  They  do  not  make  speeches  on  the  floor  of  Gen- 
eral Conference,  but  they  have  the  ear  of  the  bishop 
whenever  they  need  it.  They  have  a  unique,  nurturing 
ministry  that  has  far-reaching  impact;  yet,  they  seldom 
are  acknowledged.  Not  all  of  them  are  here  in  Cleve- 
land, but  they  all  share  a  common  bond  and  love  for  the 
church  that  is  an  inspiring  witness. 

This  area  is  one  of  the  most  caring,  loving  places  in 
the  convention  center. 

See  photo  on  page  2124  for  the  location. 
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United  Methodist  Participates  in  Ecumenical  Witness 
Celebrating  20*  Century  Witnesses  to  the  Faith 


Editor's  note:  During  the  May  5  General  Conference  ple- 
nary, delegates  extended  greetings  to  Pope  John  Paul  II  and  rec- 
ognized "the  profound  statements  of  sorrow  and  regret  that  you 
have  nwde  in  this  Year  of  Jubilee  regarding  certain  past  prac- 
tices of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, . . . 

"We  accept  your  apology  for  the  use  of  force  in  the  search 
for  truth  practiced  against  our  Protestant  forebears  in  the  Chris- 
tian faith.  In  the  instances  of  misunderstandings,  insensitivi- 
ties  and  harm  brought  about  by  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  its  predecessors  in  the  faith  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  . 
. .  ,we  in  turn  ask  forgiveness  for  our  deeds  of  commission  and 
omission. 

"We  rejoice  in  the  growth  of  mutual  understanding  .  .  . 
that  has  developed  in  the  past  decades —  We  look  forward  to  in- 
creased understanding  that  is  brought  about  by  prayer,  dialogue 
and  reflection." 

Two  days  later  the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  participated  in  an  ecumenical 
commemoration  in  Rome  celebrating  witnesses  to  the  faith  in 
the  20"'  century.  Here  is  his  account  of  the  experience. 

This  major  event  on  the  calendar  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Jubilee  Year  2000  was  remarkable  because  Pope  John 
Paul  II  invited  leaders  from  most  major  churches  and 
Christian  communions  to  participate  in  the  service.  He 
expressed  his  conviction  that  "the  witness  to  Christ  borne 
even  to  the  shedding  of  blood  has  become  a  common  in- 
heritance of  Catholics,  Orthodox,  Anglicans  and  Protes- 
tants" (from  Papal  letter  Tertio  Millennio  Adveniente). 

The  18  church  representatives  were  first  taken  inside 
the  Colosseum  where,  in  the  early  centuries  of  Christian- 
ity, many  witnessed  to  their  faith  with  their  lives.  Here 
the  Pope  spoke  with  each  ecumenical  guest. 

The  commemoration  was  dramatic,  set  against  the 
massive  Colosseum  wall  beside  which  a  huge  platform 
was  erected.  As  the  stories  of  martyrs  from  every  conti- 
nent were  told,  and  their  words  voiced,  lamps  were 
Ughted  at  the  foot  of  a  cross,  and  incense  was  cast  in  a  bra- 
zier flame  as  a  symbol  of  the  prayer  of  the  just.  An  esti- 
mated 20,000  persons  attended,  many  sitting  on  the 
grassy  hills  rising  around  the  ancient  Roman  Forum,  the 
Arch  of  Constandne,  and  the  Colosseum.  Rain  began  to 
fall  toward  the  close  of  the  more  than  two-hour  ceremony, 
but  I  saw  no  one  leave. 

I  was  invited  to  read  the  words  of  a  Baptist  medical 
missionary  from  Canada  who  died  in  Nigeria.  He  worked 
tirelessly  to  contain  a  meningitis  epidemic  in  a 
leprosarium.  He  died  at  age  23,  himself  a  victim.  Reading 
his  words,  I  thought  of  Methodist  witnesses  from  Korea, 
Eastern  Europe  and  Africa  on  a  list  we  sent  to  the  Vatican 


in  anticipation  of  this  service.  I  especially  thought  of  Bur- 
leigh Law,  a  Methodist  layman  shot  by  a  rebel  soldier  in 
the  attempt  to  rescue  five  missionary  families  in  the  Bel- 
gian Congo  in  August  1964.  His  vnie,  Virginia  Law  Shell, 
served  on  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  staff  and  now 
lives  in  North  Carolina. 

I  decided  it  was  important  to  be  in  Rome  because  of 
the  spirit  I  have  experienced  over  22  years  in  the  life  and 
work  of  Pope  John  Paul  II.  This  was  evident  in  what  he 
said  Sunday  night  at  the  Colosseum:  "The  presence  of 
representatives  of  other  churches  and  eccelesial  commu- 
nities gives  today's  celebration  particular  significance  and 
eloquence It  shows  that  the  example  of  the  heroic  wit- 
nesses to  the  faith  is  truly  precious  for  all  Christians. ...  It 
is  a  heritage  (that]  speaks  more  powerfully  than  all  the 
causes  of  division.  The  ecumenism  of  the  martyrs  and  the 
witnesses  to  the  faith  is  the  most  convincing  of  all.  To  the 
Christians  of  the  21st  century,  it  shows  the  path  to  vmity." 

— Joseph  R.  Hale 


I 


General  Conference  Jeopardy  Game  #2 

In  the  game  "Jeopardy,"  a  contestant  receives 
the  answer  and  then  is  given  a  few  seconds  to  come 
up  v«th  the  question  to  which  the  answer  is  directed. 
Take  a  moment  and  take  the  challenge  of  "Jeopardy 
Game  2." 

1 .  Fear  of  flying 

2.  Neck  injury 

3.  Carolyn  Marshall 

4.  Who  cares? 

5.  Sauna 

6.  Comfortable  shoes 

7.  The  final  petition 

8.  Outstretched  hands 

9.  No-Doze 

10.  Free  for  all 

Questions  can  be  found  on  Page  2124. 

—Brad  Motta 
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Bowen,  Wilson,  Marshall 
Keep  General  Conference  Wheels  in  Motion 


Between  their  two  weeks  of  activity  and  notice,  they 
labor  for  four  years,  often  alone.  Their  vision  and  plan- 
ning are  vital  to  the  success  of  General  Conference. 
You've  seen  and  heard  them  on  stage.  "They"  are  busi- 
ness manager  Gary  Bowen,  music  director  Cynthia  Wil- 
son and  secretary  Carolyn  Marshall. 


— Photo  by  John  Coodmn 
Business  Manager  Gary  Bowen 

"I  got  this  job  the  day  after  the  last  General  Confer- 
ice  ended,"  said  Gary  Bowen,  "and  I'm  not  an  expert  in 
invention  planning.  I'm  a  CPA,  and  I've  been  with  the 
eneral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
•r  26  years,  so  I  know  quite  a  bit  about  budget  control. 
ve  worked  with  an  excellent  local  committee  with  hun- 
•eds  of  volunteers.  We're  United  Methodists,  and  we 
ke  care  of  our  own." 

Perhaps  Bowen  is  being  a  bit  modest.  He  and  his  staff 
ive  made  travel  arrangements,  dealt  with  housing  needs, 
lanned  the  use  of  physical  facilities,  handled  support  work, 
'dered  office  supplies,  arranged  for  printing,  and  worked 
«t  thousands  of  details  about  hundreds  of  matters. 

!  Midway  through  the  conference  session,  Bowen  is 
sll  smiling.  Part  of  it  is  because  of  the  quality  and  quan- 
ty  of  his  help.  Cleveland  staff  include: 

•  six  workers  in  the  business  manager's  office; 

•  12  Commission  on  General  Conference  members; 

•  60  translators  with  five  support  staff; 

•  technical  staff  to  work  onstage  and  backstage; 

•  GCFA  members; 

•  General  Conference  secretary's  staff;  and 

•  treasurer's  office  staff. 


This  cadre  of  helpers  strives  to  solve  problems  so  del- 
egates and  visitors  are  free  to  work  and  worship. 

Most  hard-to-solve  problems  happen  half  a  world 
away.  "We  heard  from  five  Nigerian  delegates  two  weeks 
ago.  They  had  gone  to  Lagos  to  apply  for  their  visas.  They 
are  still  in  Lagos,  waiting,  and  can't  leave  because  then 
they  won't  be  there  when  the  visas  become  available.  We 
hope  they  will  be  able  to  be  here  for  part  of  the  second 
week,"  Bowen  said. 

An  increasingly  global  General  Conference  member- 
ship complicates  Bowen's  logistics.  "The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  been  very  helpful  in  arranging  for 
international  delegates,"  he  said.  "Their  staff  has  worked 
tirelessly  to  see  that  delegates  from  outside  the  United 
States  are  well  accommodated  and  supplied  with  the  ser- 
vices they  need." 

Of  course,  CPA  Bowen  looks  at  the  bottom  line.  "We 
may  spend  as  much  as  S53  million  on  this  General  Confer- 
ence," he  said.  "The  budget  was  $4.87  million,  and  the  rest 
will  come  from  reserves.  But  if  we've  made  it  possible  for 
General  Conference  delegates  to  be  well  cared  for  and  effec- 
tive in  what  they  need  to  do,  we've  done  what  we  intended." 

That  hope  is  Gary  Bowen's  true  bottom  line. 

Music  Director  Cynthia  Wilson 

She  stands  in  a  spotlight,  singing  amazingly  high 
notes  or  directing  a  choir  of  hundreds  of  singers. 

It  didn't  just  happen. 

Music  director  Cynthia  Wilson,  pastor  of  music,  wor- 
ship and  communication  at  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church,  Atlanta,  has  been  planning  the  music  program 
for  this  General  Conference  since  early  1998. 

Music  co-director  for  the  1996  General  Conference, 
her  goal  was  "to  present  a  picture  of  the  global  church 
with  images  of  our  unity  in  Christ,  as  the  conference 
theme  shows." 

After  her  first  appeal  for  audition  tapes  from  groups 
that  wished  to  sing  or  play  as  a  part  of  worship,  she  re- 
ceived 125  tapes,  100  from  groups  in  Ohio  —  all  White. 
Some  of  those  choirs  are  appearing,  but  they  are  joined  by 
other  musicians  recruited  from  a  multitude  of  cultures 
around  the  world. 

"Everyone  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  will  see 
someone  in  the  music  program  with  whom  they  can  iden- 
tify," Wilson  said.  "[Musiciansl  come  from  every  continent 
except  Australia.  We  have  always  celebrated  the  music  of 
many  cultures,  but  they  often  appeared  in  isolation.  I'm 
trying  to  show  our  oneness  in  Christ  by  showing  how  our 
music  goes  together  in  ways  we  don't  often  expect." 
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Secretary  Carolyn  Marshall 

Bishops  come  and  bishops  go  from  the  presiding  of- 
ficer's chair.  It  seems,  however,  the  person  in  the  secre- 
tary's chair  doesn't  change. 

That  statement  describes  General  Conference  secre- 
tary Carolyn  Marshall's  situation.  She  is,  after  all,  the  only 
person  elected  by  the  General  Conference. 

"I'm  the  only  officer  of  the  entire  church,"  she  said, 
"which  is  quite  a  vote  of  confidence.  It's  an  inconvenience 
only  if  the  denomination  is  sued.  In  that  case,  I'm  the  only 
person  who  can  testify." 

That  seldom  occurs.  Instead,  her  tasks  are  more  mun- 
dane. "The  low  time  is  the  middle  18  months  [between 
sessions),"  she  said.  "In  the  1993-96  quadrennium,  I  had  a 
lot  of  letters  from  students  asking  about  the  church's 
stance  on  particular  issues.  Eventually  I  kept  copies  of 
pages  from  The  Book  of  Discipline  and  The  Book  of  Resolu- 
tions on  hand  to  mail  to  them." 

With  a  full-time  job  as  executive  director  of  the  Lu- 
cille Raines  Residence  in  Indianapolis,  a  halfway  house 
for  women  released  from  prison  or  substance-abuse  pro- 
grams, Marshall  devotes  evenings  and  weekends  to  Gen- 
eral Conference  work.  As  General  Conference 
approached,  she  moved  her  wakeup  time  to  3:30  a.m.  to 
finish  preparations. 

On  stage,  Marshall  is  a  calming  presence  who  keeps 
track  of  referrals,  makes  announcements,  and  handles  a 
host  of  details.  "I  get  lots  of  scrappy,  little  notes,"  she  said. 
"I  tell  people,  'Put  it  in  writing,'  and  then  I  remember. 

"While  people  think  this  is  a  powerful  position,  [I'm] 
really  a  keeper  of  rules,"  she  said.  "I  don't  make  the  rules. 
I  enforce  and  interpret  the  rules  because  I  believe  the  Holy 
Spirit  moves  through  structure." 

A  recent  note  thanking  her  for  faithful  service  as 
General  Conference  secretary  called  her  "an  icon  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church."  "Not  me,"  said  Carolyn 
Marshall.  "I'm  no  statue."  Nevertheless,  with  her  elec- 
tion to  another  term  as  General  Conference  secretary,  she 
will  remain  in  that  chair  on  stage,  while  the  bishops  come 
and  go. 

—  Tom  Slack 


All  in  the  Family 

Spouses  Jacqueline  "Jackie"  and  the  Rev.  Terry 
Euper,  Detroit  Conference  delegates,  are  no  strangers 
to  General  Conference.  Jackie,  Christian  education 
project  director  in  the  Flint  District,  was  elected  to  the 
1992  and  1996  General  Conferences.  The  Eupers'  son, 
Steve,  was  also  a  delegate  in  1992,  and  Terry,  now  se- 
nior pastor  in  Lapeer,  Mich.,  was  the  first  clergy  alter- 
nate that  year. 


Anybody  Listenin'?... 

Subcommittee  reports  on  Monday  aft; 

Committee Female  %  comm.     Female  particip. 

Church  &  Society  38%  32% 

Conferences  38%>  29% 

Discipleship  40%  33% 

Faith  &  Order  33%  48% 

Financial  Admin  20%  22% 

Gen  &  Jud  Admin  36%  22% 

Global  Ministries  39%  60% 

Higher  Ed  47%  43% 

Indep  Comm  25%  24% 

Local  Church  34%  29% 
(bold=parity  or  above) 

Legislative  Committee  presentations  to        J 
floor;  ' 

The  inclusiveness  in  leadership  style  of  the  committees 
is  evident  as  the  docket  items  are  presented.   Many 
committees  intentionally  plan  for  a  diverse  panel  of 
their  officers  and  subcom  chairs  to  present  docket  items. 
We  celebrate  this  intentional  shared  leadership,  and 
encourage  it  for  all  committees  in  the  remaining  days. 

Presiding  Officers  Committee  -  Alert; 

In  the  first  six  days  of  GC,  we  have  observed  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  Anglo  male  bishops  serving 
as  presiding  officers. 

Observations  about  plenaries: 

In  Mon.  morning  business  session,  females  (32%  of 
delegates)  were  38%  of  the  speakers,  greater  than  parity. 
Laity  (50%  of  GC)  participated  at  46%  and  racial  ethnic 
persons  at  34%. 

We  recognize  several  requests  from  the  body  to  make 
decision  making  more  inclusive:  reading  the  ballots 
aloud,  providing  sign  language  interpretation,  and 
printing  pictures  of  nominees.  (Caution:  appearance  is 
not  a  reliable  predictor  of  racial  or  ethnic  self-identity)  i 

On  Tuesday  morning.  Bishop  Sprague  recognized 
persons  at  every  microphone  on  the  floor  except  #1,  andi 
males  and  females  participated  equally. 

Is  there  a  "gender  bar"  on  gun  control 
issues? 


During  Church  and  Society  Legislative  Committee 
debate  on  gun  control,  female  participarion  increased 
dramatically,  reaching  equitable  parricipation.  When 
the  issue  came  to  plenary,  males  made  72%  of  the 
speeches. 

Information  provided  by  the  General  Commission  OH 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 's  Monitoring  Team 
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Korean- American  Task  Force 
Makes  Recommendations,  Sets  Goals 


With  a  focused  presentation  to  General  Conference 
lelegates,  the  Korean-American  Task  Force  proposed  a 
lew,  challenging  initiative  to  advance  United  Methodist 
ninistries  among  Korean- Americans. 

Findings  of  a  survey  of  429  pastors  and  290 
lypersons  reflect  that  while  the  church  has  demonstrated 
rowth  m  membership  and  attendance.  United  Method- 
im  is  challenged  by  the  need  to  recruit  and  train  leader- 
hip.  The  greatest  need  is  to  be  in  ministry  to  the  "next 
eneration"  of  Korean-American  youth. 

The  task  force  recommended  the  following: 

•  challenge  and  develop  new  leadership  especially  in 
the  areas  of  bilingualism  and  more  female  clergy 
leadership; 

nurture  and  develop  congregations  for  mission  and 
outreach;  and 

•  foster  a  "next-generation"  ministry  to  help  close  the 
language  and  cultural  gap  in  youth  ministry. 


Six  action  goals  were  identified: 

•  develop  lay  and  clergy  leadership  programs; 

•  recruit  and  train  women  for  clergy  leadership; 

•  develop  20  new  congregations; 

•  strengthen  30  new  mission  congregations; 

•  recruit  40  "new-generation"  clergy;  and 

•  develop  culturally  relevant  resources. 

The  task  force  recommended  development  of  a 
United  Methodist  Council  on  Korean-American  Minis- 
tries to  work  directly  with  the  College  of  Bishops.  The 
council  would: 

•  strive  to  enable  a  more  viable  witness  to  pass  on  to 
the  next  generation; 

•  affirm    ministries    of    belonging,    rootedness,    and 
strength  for  Korean- American  United  Methodists;  and 

•  work  at  being  an  inclusive  community  of  faith. 

— Francisco  Estrada 


Faitli  &  Values  Media  Brings  Ydo 

tlie  Best  in  TV  PrDgpanminfl^ 

for  the  Spirit  Dii{5y!5sfferk 


Faith  &  Values  Media,  a  service  of  the 
National  Inlerfaith  Cable  Coalition,  Inc.  (NlCC), 
lias  lots  of  peat  propamsfor  United  Methodists. 

Have  you  seen  this  one?... 


Landmarks  of  Faith 

Explore  America  s  rich  tapestr>'  of  religious  beliefs  by  visiting  the  places  where  those  faiths  took  root  and  grew,  with  host  Schuyler 
Sackett  One  episode  explores  the  Second  Great  Awakening  in  the  early  1900s  and  the  Methodist  campgrounds  that  sprang  up  from 
Kentucky  to  New  England.  Co-produced  with  Odyssey  Productions  Sundays  at  4:0D  p.m.  and  Fridays  at  2:D0  a.m.  ET/PT. 

Watch  this  and  other  propamsfor  you  and  your  family  on  Odpsey  Network,  Television  for  Todays  Family. 


OD YS  S  E  Y^ 

Ki\'  '-  \    Mm.  M»P»L  t-M  (HI  MSMfM    N(  f»1«fc, 

HLEVISION  FOR  TODAY'S  fAAAILY* 

www.odysscychannel.com 


FaitJi  &Vcihies 

IV1     K    IZ>    I     /s. 


II 
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Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is  . . .  Brad  Motta? 

The  lounge  for  bishops'  spouses  is 
a  haven  for  bishops'  husbands  and 
wives  to  be  with  each  other.  They  keep 
an  eye  on  their  spouses  through  the  live 
video  feed  in  the  lounge  area.  During 
plenary  they  carefully  follow  the  pro- 
ceedings with  the  DCA  in  one  hand  and 
a  pencil  in  the  other.  They  watch  care- 
fully as  their  spouses  lead  the  church 
into  the  21"  century.  An  atmosphere  of 
warmth  and  caring  fills  the  room.  When 
the  photographer  told  everyone  to 
"smile,"  a  voice  in  the  back  said  "say 
concurrence."  May  God  bless  these 
faithful  servants  and  the  many  minis- 
tries they  represent. 

— Dewayne  and  Ginnie  Lowther  photo 


Language  Issues  Continue  to  Confront  Delegates 


Diversity  is  celebrated  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  But  sometimes  with  that  diversity  comes  the  bar- 
rier of  language. 

From  Spanish  to  Swahili,  tens  of  languages  and  dia- 
lects are  spoken  by  delegates  from  the  Americas,  Africa, 
Europe  and  Asia.  Since  all  General  Conference  business  is 
done  in  English,  non-English-speaking  delegates  need  as- 
sistance in  understanding  the  issues  they  are  addressing. 

That  task  falls  to  the  translators  hired  for  General 
Conference.  Although  the  translators  work  hard,  a  hm- 
ited  number  of  them  are  available.  This  became  evident 
when  African  delegates  assigned  to  the  Church  and  Soci- 
ety Legislative  Committee  lacked  enough  translators.  Al- 
though the  delegates  wanted  to  serve  on  different 
committees,  only  one  translator  was  available.  The  com- 
mittee voted  to  abandon  its  legislative  agenda  until  the 
full  General  Conference  could  address  the  issue.  Addi- 
tional translators  were  found,  but  the  situation  raised  con- 
cerns about  United  Methodism's  commitment  to  be  a 
truly  global  church. 

In  another  committee  meeting,  an  African  delegate 
tearfully  said,  "If  you  don't  want  us  here,  please  let  us 
know,  and  we  will  go  home." 

Nkonde  Mukungwe,  a  lay  delegate  from  the 
North-West  Katanga  Conference,  said  most  delegates 
from  his  conference  don't  speak  English.  Their  primary 
language  is  Swahili,  although  they  all  speak  French. 
Mukungwe,  who  speaks  fluent  English,  said  the  other  Af- 
ricans find  it  frustrating  when  printed  materials  are  not  in 
a  language  they  understand. 


All  editions  of  the  Advance  Daily  Christian  Advocate 
were  printed  in  English. 

To  address  the  problem,  the  General  Conference  will 
consider  printing  the  DCA  in  other  languages  and  having 
more  translators  available:  an  adjustment  that  would  re- 
quire up  to  $1  million  more  to  hold  General  Conference  in 
2004.  —Davie  Burgdorf 


General  Conference  Jeopardy  Game  #2 

1.  What  would  make  someone  from  the  west  coast 
make  the  motion  to  extend  General  Conference  an- 
other week? 

2.  What  happens  when  you  attach  all  of  the  General 
Conference  buttons  to  your  name  tag? 

3.  Whose  voice  is  a  clue  that  you  will  soon  be  free  for 
lunch  or  dinner,  or  bed? 

4.  Where  in  the  convention  center  is  Brad  Motta? 

5.  Where  do  you  go  when  you  leave  the  convention 
center  for  lunch? 

6.  What  does  it  look  like  everyone  else  is  wearing? 

7.  What  do  you  pray  for  in  your  daily  devotion? 

8.  What  do  you  see  when  they  hand  out  the  cookiesat 
break  time? 

9.  What  product  coupon  should  be  included  in  the 
DCA? 

10.  What  should  the  cost  be  for  bottled  water? 

—Brad  Motta 
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National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  Enriches,  Extends  Outreach 


Is  there  room  for  Hispanics  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church? 

Yes,  affirmed  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Minis- 
try (NPHM)  office.  With  61  annual  conferences  formally 
involved  in  Hispanic  ministries  since  1993,  efforts  have  re- 
sulted in: 

•  64  new  chartered  churches  in  30  conferences; 

•  32  Hispanic  ministries  in  eight  conferences; 

•  263  church  school  extension  programs  in  30  confer- 
ences; 

•  63  revitalized  congregations  in  25  conferences; 

•  245  non-Hispanic  local  churches  with  Hispanic  min- 
istries; 

•  538  faith  communities  in  46  conferences  that  con- 
tinue to  gather  for  worship  and  study  of  Scripture. 

Leading  these  many  ministries  are  796  trained  lay 
missioners  and  100  mentor-pastor  partnerships  in  46  con- 
ferences. 

The  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  was  an  initia- 
tive of  the  1992  General  Conference  to  reach  out  to  the 
^•■'nving  Hispanic  populafion  in  the  United  States.  It  is  an 
rt  of  the  church's  goal  of  making  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  program  has  enabled  the  church  to  discover 
riispanics  are  not  limited  to  Arizona,  California,  New  Mex- 
W,  and  Texas.  Hispanics  live  across  the  United  States. 


The  Rev.  Jose  L.  Palos,  coordinator,  National  Plan  for 
Hispanic  Ministry,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  af- 
firms the  plan's  intent:  to  organize  faith  communities  who 
gather  together  to  praise  God,  to  study  and  reflect  on 
Scripture,  and  to  share  in  their  struggles  and  miracles  of 
life. 

The  goak  of  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  are: 

•  to  confinue  to  develop  faith  communifies  and  out- 
reach ministries  with  people  of  all  ages; 

•  to  confinue  transforming  and  mobilizing  local  con- 
gregafions  for  ministries  in  their  communifies,  both 
for  Hispanic  and  non-Hispanic  congregafions; 

•  to  confinue  equipping  clergy  and  lay  leadership  for 
ongoing  ministry;  and 

•  to  confinue  to  nurture  and  administer  human  and 
material  resources. 

The  plan  challenges  The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
work  with  Hispanics  in  a  ministry  of  acompammento  - 
walking  with  and  being  present  for  and  with  Hispanics  to 
encourage  and  affirm  solidarity  in  all  issues  that  affect  the 
Hispanic  community.  The  challenge  is  "to  walk  the  road 
of  servant  ministry  together  -  unidos,"  as  Nebraska  Area 
Bishop  Joel  L.  Marfinez  challenged  and  the  plenary  ses- 
sion affirmed  in  song  Monday  night. 

— Francisco  Estrada 


Chrisfian  Believers 
Meet  Author 

Wini  Grizzle  (left),  di- 
rector of  Cokesbury  semi- 
nars, and  several  visitors 
talk  with  Dr.  Ellsworth 
Kalas  (second  from  right) 
who  wrote  the  "Chrisfian 
Believer"  study  manual. 
Kalas  visited  with  dele- 
gates and  others  who  have 
parficipated  in  the  study  re- 
leased last  year.  The 
"Christian  Believer"  bcwth 
is  located  at  the  rear  of  the 
Cokesbury  display.  If  you 
have  questions  about  the 
study,call  1(800)672-1789. 

— Dnatyne  and  Comie  LouMher  pholo 
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United  Methodist  Delegates 
Welcome  Ecumenical  Guests 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Most  Honorable  George  L.  Carey, 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

The  Rev.  Floyd  Alexander, 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

Bishop  Allan  C.  Bjomberg, 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Bohl, 

Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 

The  Rev.  Tom  Dipko, 

Consultation  on  Church  Union 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Edgar, 

National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

Dr.  William  M.  Greathouse, 

Church  of  the  Nazarene 

Bishop  Thomas  Hoyt, 

Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

The  Rev.  Leonid  Kishkovsky, 

Orthodox  Church  in  America 

The  Rev.  Jeffrey  Mansell, 

Wesleyan  Church 

His  Eminence  Metropolitan  Maximos  of  Ainou, 

Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  America 

Midge  Roof, 

The  Episcopal  Church,  U.S.A. 

Bishop  William  S.  Skylstad, 

National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 

The  Rev.  Judson  A.  Souers, 

International  Council  of  Community  of  Churches 

Dr.  Jean  Stromberg, 

World  Council  of  Churches 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Thomas, 

United  Church  of  Christ 

WORSHIP  PARTICIPANTS 

Stefanie  Davis 

Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

Antoinette  Eldemire 

Acolyte 

Chad  Stephens 

Crucifer 

SPECIAL  GUESTS 

Mrs.  George  Carey 

Church  of  England 

The  Rev.  Kathryn  Bannister 

Guest,  Council  of  Bishops 

Dr.  Janice  Love 

Guest,  Council  of  Bishops 

Canon  Richard  Marsh 

Church  of  England 


Prayer  Concerns 

Family  and  friends  of  Dorothy  Earl,  former 
General  Conference  lay  delegate  from  Wyo- 
ming Conference,  who  died  May  8.  Earl  also 
served  as  a  director  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Daryle  Greene,  a  beloved  brother  of  many  in 
Missouri  and  a  former  General  Conference 
lay  delegate,  battling  cancer.  If  you  wish  to 
send  him  greetings,  contact  Carol  Smith, 
Section  D — Row  4 — Seat  1, 

United  Methodist  Communications  trea- 
surer Sherri  Thiel,  whose  mother  died  May 
8.  The  funeral  is  May  10  in  Dickson,  Tenn. 
Sherri's  address  is  P.O.  Box  43,  Charlotte, 
IN  37036. 


Beginning  today 

it  will  take  10  signatures  to  lift  items 

from  the  consent  calendar. 

Also,  beginning  today, 

General  Conference  may  act  upon  petitions 

the  same  day  they  are  printed  in  the  DCA. 


Petitions  Voided 

The  following  petitions  have  been  voided  : 
31786 
30928 
30320 
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A  Response  to  Jim  Gentile 


The  May  8,  2000,  DCA  (Vol.  4,  No.  7,  Page  2023)  car- 
ried an  excerpt  from  Jim  Gentile's  article  in  the  Trans- 
forming Congregations'  newsletter.  He  asked  the 
question,  "Help  me  understand!  Why  would  people  re- 
main connected  to  a  group  who  doesn't  affirm  them  or  ap- 
prove of  their  behavior?" 

Members  and  friends  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Confer- 
ence delegation  chose  to  write  a  response  to  Gentile's 
question. 

Dear  Jim: 

Thank  you  for  your  invitation  to  help  you  under- 
stand why  we  —  and  many  others  who  believe  in  full 
inclusivity  of  all  persons  regardless  of  sexual  orientation 
—  choose  to  stay  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Granted,  it  seems  the  church  does  want  to  reject  us  and 
wants  to  deny  our  full  humanity.  But  it  is  not  because  we 
want  to  be  "voluntary  victims,"  or  because  we  are  "emo- 
tionally immature"  or  "lacking  self  respect"  or  "ego 
strength."  It  is  clear  you  don't  understand. 

You  see,  Jim,  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  our 
spiritual  home,  too.  Here  is  where  our  faith  grows.  This  is 
the  church  of  our  baptism.  We  belong  because,  like  any 
human  family,  we  just  belong.  We  don't  need  to  explain 
or  justify  our  existence  or  our  presence  to  you  or  anybody. 
We  belong  because  we  are  your  sons  and  daughters,  your 
moms  and  dads,  your  nieces  and  nephews.  Like  us  or  not, 
we  are  your  family. 

There's  a  saying  that  "you  can  pick  your  nose,  and 
choose  your  friends,  but  you're  stuck  with  your  family." 
Sorry,  Jim.  You're  stuck  with  us. 

And  I'll  grant  you  this,  too,  Jim.  It  probably  would  be 
easier  to  be  part  of  the  UCC  or  the  MCC  where  we  can  live 
our  faith  in  safety.  But  they  aren't  family.  They  just  aren't 
"home"  to  us. 

It  may  seem  strange  to  you  that  we  love  The  United 
Methodist  Church  so  much  that  we  put  up  with  its  inhos- 
pitality.  Our  staying  is  probably  a  sign  of  the  foolishness 
of  God  and  the  folly  of  the  cross. 

No,  you  don't  understand,  Jim,  because  we  choose  to 
love  our  church  home  despite  what  it  does  to  us.  Some 


might  even  see  this  as  a  sign  of  spiritual  strength,  endur- 
ance, forbearance  and  faithfulness. 

Jim,  we're  not  looking  to  leave  the  home  and  family 
we  love,  even  as  some  do  and  say  the  most  hurtful  things 
to  us.  But  that's  what  love  does,  Jim.  Love  never  gives  up. 
Love  never  ends.  Love  never  turns  away.  Love  never  fails. 

If  you  want  a  church  that  is  literalist  in  its  interpreta- 
tion of  Scripture  and  rigidly  doctrinal  and  legalistic  about 
people's  lives,  Jim,  the  Assemblies  of  God,  the  Southern 
Baptists  and  others  open  w^ide  their  doors  to  your  narrow 
views  and  limited  love  and  measured  grace. 

We  and  The  United  Methodist  Church  would  be  less 
without  you,  though.  God's  grace  is  available  here  for 
you,  too.  We  aren't  giving  up  on  you,  Jim.  If  you  give  up 
on  us,  we'll  understand  and  forgive  you. 

You  see,  in  our  family,  there  wrill  always  be  room  for 
you  at  the  table. 

Submitted  respectfully  by  members  and  friends  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  delegation 

Tim  Jones- Yelvington 

Lonnie  Chafin 

Harriet  McCabe 

Luis  Reyes 

Todd  Singley 

Ana  Kelsey-Powell 

Jack  Ryder 

Doris  Rudy 

Shirley  Dare 

Francine  Taylor-Thirus 

Erika  Lemke  Hundrieser 

Deborah  Fisher 

Emery  Percell 

Philip  Blackwell 
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Reports  of  Legislative  Committees 


Church  and  Society — (5/9/00  4:45  p.m. 
All  business  completed.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Amending  the  1988  Resolution  supporting  self-de- 
termination and  non-intervention; 

•  Opposing  products  made  with  sweatshop  labor; 

•  Regarding  GBCS  and  Women's  Division  alert  con- 
stituencies re:  crisis  in  reproductive  and  end-of-life 
health  care; 

•  Amending  1996  "Human  Rights"  resolution  to  sup- 
port the  work  of  Amnesty  International; 

•  Calling  on  GBOD  to  develop  material  for  local 
churches  to  study  and  discuss  evolution  and  cre- 
ation; 

•  Declaring  opposition  to  the  prison  industrial  com- 
plex and  privatization  of  jails. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Calling  for  ministry  to  local  prisoners  the  use  of  re- 
storative justice  methods; 

•  Opposing  profit-making  prisons; 

•  Asking  state  legislatures  to  review  requirements  for 
political  party  president/vice  president  candidates 
to  appear  on  ballot; 

•  Demanding  that  industry  continue  reducing  dioxin 
emissions; 

•  Opposing  abuse  of  animals  and  supporting  laws  and 
practices  that  teach  awareness  of  all  God's  creation; 

•  Ensuring  faithful  care  for  the  dying; 

•  Asking  Congress  to  require  placing  tobacco  prod- 
ucts behind  counters  or  out  of  reach  of  youth  since  it 
is  redundant  with  existing  resolutions; 

•  Readopting  resolution  calling  for  an  end  to  prejudice 
against  Muslims  and  Arabs  in  the  U.S.  since  another 
resolution  updates  the  same; 

•  Calling  for  an  end  to  U.S.  sanctions  against  Iraq 
which  was  already  passed  on  by  the  full  body; 

•  Reaffirming  the  call  for  ending  economic  sanctions 
in  Iraq  (redundant); 

•  Understanding  living  and  dying; 

•  Asking  the  UMC  to  endorse  the  American  Health  Se- 
curity Act  of  1995. 

The  committee  recommended  referral  to  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society: 


•  Opposing  privatization  of  Social  Security; 

•  Calling  for  jurisdictional  consultations  to 
rehumanize  and  relocalize  our  food  systems. 

-Gretchen  Hakola  and  Paul  Widicus 

Faith  and  Order— (5/9/00  4:45  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Adding  to  Para.  65:  "We  also  encourage  all  individu- 
als to  be  sensitive  to  others  in  language  use  by  using 
appropriate  language  when  referring  to  all  people. 
Language  of  a  derogatory  nature  (with  regard  to 
race,  nationality,  ethnic  background,  gender,  sexual- 
ity, and  physical  differences)  does  not  reflect  value 
for  one  another  and  contradicts  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ"; 


"We  deplore  acts  of  hate 


•  Adding  to  paragraph  66: 
against  anyone..."; 

•  Resolving  that  the  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  (GCCUIC)  spon- 
sor a  series  of  dialogues  on  homosexuality  and 
church  unity.  (The  resolution  comes  from  Donald 
Messer,  The  lliff  School  of  Theology,  and  William 
Abraham,  Perkins  School  of  Theology); 

•  Calling  for  an  end  to  late-term  abortion  (also  known 
as  "partial  birth  abortion")  except  when  the  physical 
life  of  the  mother  is  in  danger  and  no  other  medical 
procedure  is  available,  or  in  cases  of  severe  fetal  i 
anomalies  incompatible  with  life.  A  minority  report  • 
will  be  filed. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  with  amend-  i 
ments: 

•  Amending  "Call  for  a  Rebirth  of  Compassion"  (1996 
Book  of  Resolutions)  by  calling  for  hospitality  and 
compassion  for  all,  including  homosexual  persons. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Dealing  with  abortion,  having  adopted  a  "partial 
birth"  abortion  amendment  to  current  language  on 
abortion; 

•  Forbidding  ceremonies  that  marry  a  divorced  person 
while  ex-spouse  is  living  and  remarriage  while 
ex-spouse  is  living; 

•  Adding  to  65D  that  divorce  and  remarriage  are  in- 
compatible with  teachings  of  Jesus. s 

-Ann  Whiting  and  Erik  Alsgaard 
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Global  Ministries— <5/9/00  3  p.m.) 

•  The  committee  retained  as  amended  a  petition  op- 
posing the  building  of  radar  in  Juanadiaz  on  the  is- 
land of  Vieuqes,  Puerto  Rico. 

-  Linda  Bloom  and  Cheryl  Hahs  Edwards 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry — (5/9/00  5  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

>      •  Including  in  Offices  of  Bishop  and  District  Superin- 
1  tendent  ministers  of  Service; 

•  Revising  procedures  dealing  with  complaints 
against  bishops; 

•  Adding  to  the  specific  responsibilities  of  district  su- 
perintendents; 

•  Encouraging  longer  pastoral  appointments; 

•  Affirming  the  commitment  to  rural  chaplaincy; 

•  Supporting  the  creation  of  a  task  force  on  immigra- 
tion/naturalization issues  related  to  clergy  appoint- 
ments (referred  to  GCFA); 

•  Making  available  to  clergy  families  spousal  rights 
during  a  marital  separation/divorce; 

•  Reporting  by  administrative  review  committee  prior 
to  any  action  by  the  annual  conference; 

•  Revising  the  representation  on  the  jurisdictional 
committee  on  ordained  ministry; 

•  Clarifying  goals  for  seeking  subsidy  grants  of  equita- 
ble compensation; 

•  Referring  to  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  (GBHEM)  Petition  31478  regarding  af>- 
pointment  of  local  pastors  as  chaplains  to  institu- 
tions; 

•  Clarifying  membership  and  duties  of  conference 
Boards  of  Ordained  Ministry; 

•  Changing  the  deadline  for  meeting  transitional  pro- 
visions (Para.  365)  from  December  31,  2000; 

•  Approving  qualifications  for  election  and  consecra- 
tion to  probationary  membership  and  commission- 
ing; 

•  Amending  Petition  31105  concerning  representation 
on  the  annual  conference  Board  of  Ordained  Minis- 
try; 


•  Affirming  mandatory  retirement  age  of  70  for  or- 
dained clergy;  however,  in  lieu  of  retirement  the 
Bishop  may  appoint  elders  for  one  year  at  a 
time — including  in  the  same  appointment — for 
missional  purposes.  Minority  Report  to  be  submit- 
ted. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Clarifying  responsibilities  of  local  congregation  and 
grounds  for  paying  pastor's  salary  and  for  seeking 
subsidy  grants  of  equitable  compensation; 

•  Celebrating  holy  covenants  between  persons  of  the 
same  gender  by  United  Methodist  ordained  clergy; 

•  Electing  Central  Conference  members  to  GBHEM  by 
Committee  on  Central  Conference  Affairs  rather 
than  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

-Duane  Ewers  and  Jerri  Hiers 

Independent  Commissions — (5/9/00  2:30  p.m. 
All  business  completed.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Continuing  ecumenical  dialogues  on  native  spiritu- 
ality; 

•  Removing  the  General  Commission  on  United  Meth- 
odist Men  from  the  jurisdictional  pool  process. 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence  with  amend- 
ments: 

•  Increasing  the  maximum  membership  of  all  general 
agencies  to  667  to  allow  an  increase  in  membership 
on  the  General  Commission  on  United  Methodist 
Men. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Supporting  the  General  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Men's  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  ap- 
peal of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  to  exclude  homo- 
sexuals from  leadership.  Nonconcurrence  came  on 
the  advice  of  Gilbert  Hanke,  Texas,  incoming  na- 
tional UMM  president,  who  explained  the  commis- 
sion's brief  did  not  address  homosexuality  but  the 
right  of  the  organization  to  name  its  own  leadership. 

-  Andy  Ellis  and  Kathy  Kruger  Noble 
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Sermon  by  Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney, 

Resident  Bishop,  South  Georgia  Area 
May  9,  2000 


For  those  of  us  who  have  two  big  left  feet,  isn't  it 
wonderful  to  experience  such  grace  and  harmony  in 
movement?  I  want  you  to  know  that  the  last  24  hours 
have  been  incredible  to  me  personally.  Yesterday 
morning,  Danny  reminded  you  of  my  claim  to  fame, 
the  stature  of  five  feet  and  18  inches.  And  then,  if  that 
were  not  enough,  1  checked  through  the  Plain  Dealer 
yesterday  to  see  what  we've  been  up  to  and  discovered 
my  name  in  the  headlines  on  the  entertainment  page.  It 
says.  Loopy  and  Looney.  And  I  want  you  to  know  that 
"Looney"  is  in  larger  type  than  "Batman,"  "Super- 
man," and  "Daffy,"  and  now  I  get  to  preach  at  General 
Conference. 

The  longer  I  live,  the  more  excited  I  am  about 
preaching  because  preaching  is  not  talking.  Preaching 
in  those  rare  and  wonderful  moments  becomes  a  chan- 
nel for  the  living  God.  And  I  would  hope  this  morning 
that  you  will  not  be  checking  up  on  what  phrases  I 
might  use  to  help  your  caucus,  but  I  hope  you  will  be 
listening  for  some  word  from  the  living  God  because 
God  still  speaks  through  imperfect  instruments.  And 
what  a  blessing  that  would  be  in  this  moment  today. 

The  church  has  blessed  me  in  far  greater  measure 
than  1  could  ever  have  dreamed  or  hoped.  And  one  of 
the  special  blessings  has  been  to  serve  the  last  eight 
years  as  a  part  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  In  the  providence  of  God,  directors 
and  staff  have  come  together  who  seem  committed  to 
serving  the  church  and  being  good  stewards  of  the 
church's  resources.  But  I  pray  today  that  each  one  of  us 
may  recognize  anew  that  we  are  stewards  of  God's 
manifold  grace,  and  that  we  are  accountable  for  what 
we  do  with  what  we  have  received.  But  not  only  ac- 
countable, we  are  privileged  to  share  with  the  world 
what  we  have  received. 

As  you  look  at  this  marvelous  text  from  First  Peter, 
you  see  first  of  all  that  we  are  recipients  of  manifold 
grace.  We  are  stewards  who  will  be  called  to  an  ac- 
count, and  we  are  channels  of  the  magnificent  gifts  and 
grace  of  God .  When  I  was  a  young  preacher,  somebody 
said,  "You  better  never  read  one  of  Clovis  Chapel's  ser- 
mons because  you  can't  ever  preach  it  any  other  way." 
It's  so  clear  and  logical  and  biblical.  Well,  I'm  a  little 
sorry  that  I  bothered  to  read  Father  John's  sermons  on 
stewardship.  Because  they're  so  gripping  and  compel- 
ling that  I  can't  get  away  from  them.  And  you  won't 
know  for  sure  whether  I'm  talking  or  Father  John  is 
talking  this  morning. 


We  want  to  pause  a  moment  today  and  remember 
that  we  have  received  far  more  than  we  could  ever  de- 
serve or  dream  of.  God's  blessings  not  only  have  to  do 
with  money,  but  they  have  to  do  with  life  and  thought 
and  affection  and  gift.  We  are,  of  all  people,  most 
blessed.  Think  about  God's  gift  of  material  gifts:  food 
and  lodging  and  clothing.  Think  of  God's  special  gifts 
of  talent,  not  only  beauty  and  rhythm,  but  intelligence 
and  personality,  and  strength  and  health.  And  then 
God  gave  us  that  most  precious  gift  of  an  infinite  spirit 
reflecting  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  and  memory  of 
God.  And  God  has  entrusted  to  us  affections  such  as 
love  or  hate,  desire  or  aversion,  fear  or  hope.  And  we 
are  responsible  for  the  way  we  nurture  and  use,  or 
abuse,  these  gifts. 

Wesley's  strongest  words  were  reserved  for 
money.  And  he  talked  about  how  we  are  to  gain.  You 
remember  that  wonderful  trilogy;  "Gain  all  you  can, 
save  all  you  can,  and  give  all  you  can."  But  Wesley 
made  it  clear,  that  as  we  seek  to  gain,  we  must  never 
abuse  these  precious  bodies  that  God  has  given  us.  Nor 
must  we  ever  abuse  the  precious  neighbor  that  God  has 
placed  around  us.  There  is  no  place  to  use  or  misuse  a 
human  being  for  our  gain.  Wesley's  emphasis  led  in 
great  vitality  to  an  emerging  middle  class  in  England . 

But  we  have  learned  all  too  well,  the  second  part  of 
Wesley's  trilogy:  save  all  you  can.  And  sometimes  we 
think  that's  the  end  of  life.  But  we  fail  to  recognize  that 
when  Wesley  talked  about  saving,  he  was  not  talking 
about  bank  accounts  or  investments.  He  was  talking 
about  the  fact  that  we  have  no  right  to  squander  God's 
gifts,  and  we  have  no  right  to  misuse  God's  gifts.  He 
was  really  talking  about  a  simple  lifestyle.  How  much 
is  enough?  How  much  is  too  much? 

We  have  become  highly  agitated  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  about  reserves.  And  a  part  of  our  re- 
sponsibility in  GCFA,  along  with  the  agencies  in 
GCOM,  was  to  look  at  reserves.  What  is  an  acceptable 
level?  What  is  an  extravagant  level?  And  that  process 
has  just  begun.  But  I  haven't  heard  many  people  talk- 
ing about  personal  reserves.  We  have  been  blessed  by  a 
booming  economy.  Even  I  have  gotten  interested  in  the 
stock  market  when  I  realized  my  pension  was  involved 
in  the  stock  market.  And  I've  become  painfully  aware 
that  my  own  personal  reserves  must  be  expended  in 
light  of  God's  expectation.  Because  we  have  been  given 
so  much,  we  have  a  special  responsibility  to  God  and  to 
one  another. 
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Wesley  used  a  startling  analogy  long  before  trans- 
planted organs  and  reconnected  hands.  He  said  that 
"Suppose  that  you  had  hands  and  feet  and  eyes  that 
could  be  shared  with  those  in  want,  but  instead  you 
locked  them  up  in  a  chest  and  amused  yourself  with 
your  collection.  Would  you  not  be  an  inhuman  wretch? 
If,  instead  of  seeking  to  win  eternal  salvation  through 
your  generosity,  you  just  kept  in  your  chest  these  gifts, 
you  would  be  mad."  Then  he  said,  "If  you  hoard  in 
your  chest  resources  that  would  be  restored  to  God 
through  the  poor,  you  are  an  inhuman  wretch.  And  if 
your  desire  for  eternity  revolves  around  your  collec- 
tion, you  are  mad." 

Well,  I  confess  to  you  that  it's  very  easy  to  become 
inhuman  and  to  be  mad  in  the  accumulation  of  things 
for  ourselves.  Wesley  said  "Ask  not  about  the  tithe,  ask 
not  about  even  a  third,  ask  not  even  about  a  half.  But 
recognize  that  everything  you  have  and  everything 
you  are  is  a  gift  from  God,  and  for  that  you  and  I  are  ac- 
countable." 

And  it's  not  only  a  personal  matter.  Those  of  us 
who  serve  on  agencies,  those  of  us  who  live  by  expense 
accounts,  can  get  used  to  a  culture  of  extravagance. 
And  we  can  assume  that  we  deserve  a  gourmet  meal, 
that  we  thrive  on  unnecessary  trips,  and  that  the 
church  owes  us  something  for  our  time  and  energy.  We 
are  stewards  of  all  God's  resources.  How  do  you  use 
your  imagination?  How  do  you  use  your  voice?  How 
do  you  use  your  affections  for  the  will  of  God? 

And,  finally,  this  wonderful  text  reminds  us  that 
we're  not  only  recipients,  we're  not  only  stewards,  but 
we  are  channels.  We  are,  of  all  people,  most  privileged 
to  be  able  to  funnel  what  has  been  given  to  us  to  others. 
If  we  are  careless  in  our  stewardship,  we  not  only  rob 
God,  we  not  only  rob  the  neighbor  that  God  would 
bless  through  us,  but  we  corrupt  our  own  souls.  Have 
you  noticed  that  the  more  people  make,  the  less  they 
give?  If  people  make  SI  0,000  or  less,  their  percentage  of 
giving  is  higher  than  if  they  make  $75,000  or  more.  That 
is  pathetic.  And  we  United  Methodists  rank  nearly  at 
the  bottom  of  our  giving,  among  the  major  religious 
groups  in  America.  And  we  are  not  poor.  We  have  al- 
lowed our  desire  for  things  and  position  and  prestige 
to  corrupt  our  very  soul.  And  we  are  the  loser,  not  the 
gainer.  We  are  the  loser. 

May  I  share  a  rather  personal  example.  My  mom 
and  dad  lived  for  others.  My  dad  was  a  Methodist 
preacher  who  always  served  minimum  salary  situa- 
tions when  he  was  not  a  conference  evangelist.  And 


our  home  was  always  filled  with  missionaries  on  leave, 
with  evangelists.  And  there  was  a  passion  in  their  life 
and  heart  for  others.  In  the  '70s,  my  dad  retired  after  45 
years  of  service,  and  Mom  and  Dad  had  set  up  what 
they  called  "The  Looney  Foundation."  And  for  the  next 
20  years  they  raised  more  than  a  million  dollars  for 
missions.  My  dad  buried  dogs;  he  raised  catnip;  he 
raised  exotic  vegetables;  he  collected  tin  cans  (their 
yard  was  an  embarrassment). 

One  of  my  fond  memories,  the  first  Christmas  I 
went  home  after  being  elected  a  bishop,  my  father  said 
to  me:  "Now  boy,  you  may  be  the  bishop  in  South 
Georgia,  but  when  you  come  to  this  house  you're  my 
son,  and  you'll  do  as  I  tell  you."  And  I  said,  "Yes,  sir." 
And  his  order  was  that  I  get  a  plastic  bag  and  go  out 
into  the  ditches  around  Emory,  Virginia,  and  pick  up 
aluminum  cans  for  missions.  And  you  know,  that  was 
fun.  I  didn't  feel  very  dignified;  I  didn't  feel  very 
pompous.  But  I  collected  cans  for  my  father. 

I  came  back  to  South  Georgia  and  wrote  a  little  arti- 
cle about  that.  And  a  small  church  with  a  part-time 
preacher  picked  up  on  that,  and  they  collected  enough 
aluminum  cans  to  send  $1,600  to  the  Methodist  Home 
for  Children.  I  wonder  what  would  happen  if  we  could 
catch  that  kind  of  passion  to  use  and  multiply  our  gifts. 
As  the  writer  to  Ephesians  said,  'To  thieves,  straighten 
up  so  you  can  give  to  the  needy."  We  need  to  restore 
what  we  have  been  given  to  God  through  the  needy. 

The  story  has  a  wonderful  ending.  My  mom  lived 
into  her  late  80s,  my  dad  lived  into  his  90s.  And  I  think  a 
part  of  the  reason  they  lived  so  long  was  that  they  had 
so  much  to  live  for.  There  was  such  excitement  in  their 
life  to  turn  another  dollar,  to  find  another  can,  to  bury 
another  dog,  that  somebody  might  have  medicine  for 
leprosy,  that  someone  might  have  a  drug  for  disease. 
And  I'm  looking  forward  to  retirement  to  discover 
what  the  church  has  done  for  me  through  their  invest- 
ments so  I  can  continue  to  be  a  channel  of  blessing  to 
others. 

Would  you  sit  up  on  your  tiptoes  for  a  minute? 
Would  you  remember  who  you  are?  You  are  a  recipi- 
ent of  the  manifold  grace  of  God!  Are  you  thankful? 
Will  you  remember  that  you  are  accountable  to  God  for 
every  talent,  every  emotion,  every  affection,  every  dol- 
lar that  you  have?  And  will  you  say  to  God  "Show  me. 
Show  me  the  joy  of  generosity."  May  God  bless  us. 
May  God  make  us  grateful.  And  may  God  use  us  for 
Christ's  sake.  Amen. 
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Central  Conferences 


Conferences 


Church  &  Society 


Not  Assigned 

r     6% 


Not  Assigned 


Calendared 


_  Not  Assigned 
0% 


Calendared 


54% 


Not  Voted 
46% 


66% 


Discjpleship 


Finance  &  Administration 


Faith  &  Order 


Not  Assigned 


Nol  Voled 
19% 


Not  Calendared 
1% 


General/Judicial  Administration 


Global  Ministries 


Higher  Education 


20% 


Calendared 


Nol  Assigned 
19% 


67% 


Calendared 


Not  Voted 
26% 


Independent  Commissions 


Local  Church 


TOTAL  PETITIONS 


45% 


Finistied 


48% 


Not  Assigned 


67% 


96% 


Data  as  of  May  9,  6:00  p.m. 
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1156121 

Subject:  Increase  the  number  of 
GC  delegates 

Committee  Item:  C0111-12.1-C 
Petition: 

31612-CO-12.i-C,  Pg.  161 
Membership:  89;  Present:  66; 
For:  56;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  )  Concurrence   [  ]  Nonconcurrence   Date 
/II8I 

Calendar  item  1156  has  financial 
implications  and  is  being  referred  to 
GCFA. 


954-811 

Subject:  Anv  general  appeals 
shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  FA  148-81 1-N 

Petition: 

31175-FA-811-D,  Pg.  439 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2071) 

Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 

For:  85;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 

Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  ammcndcd  as  follows; 

Amend  Petition  Numbered  31175  by 
revising  subparagraph  7  of  paragraph  811 
of  The  Book  of  Discipline  of  The  Untied 
Methodist  Church  to  read: 

7.  No  general  council,  board,  commis- 
sion, or  committee  receiving  general 
Church  funds  shall  initiate  or  cause  to  be 
organized  without  approval  of  the  General 
Counal  on  Finance  and  Administration  a 
foundation,  endowment  fund  or  similar 
organization  for  the  purpose  of  securing, 
conserving,  or  expending  funds  for  the  di- 
rect or  indirect  benefit  or  support  of  any 
general  agency  or  any  of  its  programs  or 
work.  Foundations,  endowment  funds, 
and  similar  organizations  related  di- 
rectly or  mdirectly  to  any  general  Church 
agency     receiving    general     Church 


funds  shall  report  annually  to  the  council 
in  a  manner  determined  by  the  council. 

[  ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale 


1181-200-MR 

Subject:  UMC  afirms  the  Jesus 

Christ  is  one  and  only  Savior  of  the 

world,  Lord  of  all 

Commince  Item:  FO75-200-A 

Petition: 

31606-FO-200-D,  Pg.  520 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2092) 

Membership:  1 16;  Present:  103; 

For:  57;  Against:  45;  Not  Voting:  1; 

Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Amend  Part  V,  Sec.  I  of  the  BOD 
(pg.  114)  to  read: 

The  mission  of  the  Church  is  to  make 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  by  proclaiming 
the  good  news  of  God's  grace  ...  the  vi- 
sion Scripture  holds  before  us.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  affirms 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God,  the  one  emd  only  Savior  of 
the  world,  and  the  Lord  of  all. 

The  Church  affirms  and  shall  be 
obedient  to  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  John  14:6(NIV):  "I  am  the  way  and 
the  truth  and  the  life.  No  one  comes 
to  the  Father  except  through  me."  Al- 
t hough  We  respect  persons  of  all  reli- 
gious faiths,  we  defend  the  right  of 
religious  freedom,  and  we  affirm  that 
"There  is  sfdvation  in  no  one  else,  for 
there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  mortals  by  which  we 
must  be  saved."  (Acts  4:12,  NRSV) 

Minority  Report 

Substitute  the  following  sentence  for 
the  entire  amendment  to  Paragraph  200: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  af- 
firms Jesus  Christ  as  Son  of  God. 

1 1  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  ' 


1182-NonDis-MR 

Subject:  Jesus  is  the  only  way. 

Committee  Item:  F076-NonDis-A 

Petition: 

30665-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  535 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  fi-om  2092) 

Membership:  116;  Present:  103; 

For:  58;  Against:  43;  Not  Voting:  2; 

Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  the  last  paragraph  to  read: 

Although  we  We  respect  and  seek  dia- 
logue with  persons  of  all  religious  faiths 
and  we  defend  the  right  of  religious  free- 
domr^'e.  We  reaffirm  that,  "there  is  salva- 
tion in  no  one  else,  for  there  is  no  other 
name  under  heaven  given  among  mortals 
by  which  we  must  be  saved."  (Acts  4:12 
NRSV) 

Minority  Report 

Substitute  the  following  for  the  entire 
resolution: 

Title:  A  Call  to  Faithful  Dialogue 

The  Council  of  Bishops  ha$  afTirmed 
that  "The  decisive  victory  has  already 
been  won  In  Jesus  Christ*^  and  "We  know 
that  in  Jesus  Christ,  all  the  fullness  of 
God  was  pleased  to  dwell,  and  through 
him  God  was  pleased  to  reconcile  to  him- 
self all  things,  whether  on  earth  or  In 
heaven,  by  making  peace  through  the 
blood  of  the  cross." 

We  are  eager  to  bear  witness  to  the 
deeper  truths  we  find  in  such  words,  even 
as  we  seek  greater  understanding  of  the 
faith  of  others.  We  respect  and  seek  dia- 
logue with  persons  of  all  religious  faiths, 
and  we  defend  the  rights  of  religious  free- 
dom for  all. 

We  are  saddened  by  the  frequent  mis- 
understandings and  conflicts  between 
people  of  different  religious  traditions. 
We  do  not  seek  to  perpetuate  such  trage- 
dies, for  the  God  we  meet  in  Jesus  Christ 
Is  love  beyond  measure.  In  the  spirit  of 
Christ,  we  gladly  afrirm  whatever  is  good 
and  true  in  other  faiths.  We  are  conn- 
dent  that  that  same  spirit  w  III  be  received 
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as  good  news  by  many  who  engage  seri- 
ously in  dialogue. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrcnce  Date   / 

1183 

-65.C-MR 
Subject:  Retain  prohibition  against 
same  gender  service 
Committee  Item:  F097-65.C-C 
Petition: 

30052-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.  484 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2092) 
Membership:  116;  Present:  106; 
For:  64;  Against:  37;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

Minority  Report 

Amend  the  last  sentence  in  Paragraph 
65.C: 

Substitute  the  word  "should"  for 
"shall"  where  it  appears. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1184-304.3 

Subject:  Remove  lemguage  excluding 
homosuxuals 

Committee  Item:  FO80-304.3-N 
Petition: 
30146-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  523 
Membership:  116;  Present:  104; 
For:  64;  Against:  38;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/7 

The  Committee  recommends  noncon- 
currence. 

Calendar  Item  1184  was  originally  re- 
port as  having  a  minority  report.  There  is 
not  minority  report. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1186-65.G-MR 

Committee  Item:  F097-65.G-N 

Petition: 
30108-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  497 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2092) 

Membership:  116;  Present:  113; 

For:  76;  Against:  34;  Not  Voting:  3; 

Date:  5/8 
The  Committee  recommends 

Nonconcurrence. 

Minority  Report: 

Amend  fifth  paragraph,  third  sentence  of 
65.G: 

...  Although  we  do  not  condone  the  prac- 
tice of  homosexuality  and  consider  this 
practice  incompatable  with  some  Christian 
teaching,  we  affirm  ... 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


710-65G 

Subject:  Strict  worldwide  laws 

against  sexual  exploitation  including 

media  images 

Committee  Item:  FO103-65.G-A 

Petition: 

31066-FO-65-G,  Pg.  500 

Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2042) 
Membership:  116;  Present:  114; 
For:  112;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  third  paragraph  of  65G: 

We  deplore  all  forms  ...  of  human  per- 
sonality. We  call  for  strict  worldwide 
global  enforcement  of  laws  prohibiting  the 
sexual  exploitation  or  use  of  children  by 
adults  including  images  in  all  media  and 
encourage  efTorts  to  hold  perpetrators  le- 
gally and  flnancially  responsible.  We  call 
for  the  establishment  .  .  .  children  thus 
abused.  We  insist  that  all  persons,  regard- 
less of  age,  gender,  sejt;  marital  status,  or 
sexual  orientation,  practices,  are  entitled 
to  have  their  human  and  civil  rights  en- 
sured. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1190-65-MR 

Committee  Item:  FO104-65-A 

Petition: 
30725-FO-65-D,  Pg.  1280 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2093) 

Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 16; 

For:  53;  Against:  44;  Not  Voting: 

19; 

Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Do  not  delete  the  words  from  1165. C,  but 
add  the  words,  also,  to  1|3  3 1 . 1 0 

Minority  Report: 

Amend  by  substituting  the  word 
"should"  for  the  word  "shall"  in  both 
places  where  it  appears. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

964-NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Entend  for  one 

quadrennium  pension  build-up  of 

P.R.Meth.Ch  pastors  n  the  plan  on 

12/31/92 

Committee  Item: 

FA168-NonDis-N$ 

Petition: 

31505-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  466 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2072) 

Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 

For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 


Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Replace  the  language  contained  in  Peti- 
tion Numbered  31505  with  the  following 
language: 

Effective  January  1,  2001,  amend  the 
second  sentence  of  section  3.02d.  of  the 
version  of  the  Comprehensive  Protection 
Plan,  which  has  a  effective  date  of  January 
1, 1997,  to  read: 

However,  the  special  arrangements  for 
those  Participants  who  were  enrolled  in 
the  Plan  on  December  31, 1992,  shall  in- 
clude, for  a  period  of  eigJrttwelve  years 
thereafter,  the  benefits  payable  under 
Section  5.05. 

In  addition,  effective  January  1,  2001, 
amend  the  second  sentence  of  section 
3.02d.  Of  the  version  of  the  Comprehen- 
sive Protection  Plan,  which  has  an  effec- 
tive date  of  January  1, 2002,  to  read: 

However,  the  special  arrangements  for 
those  Participants  who  were  enrolled  in 
the  Plan  on  December  31, 1992,  shall  in- 
clude, for  a  period  of  eighttwelve  years 
thereafter,  the  benefits  payable  under 
Section  5.05. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


702-1501 

Subject:  Calarification  of  duties  of 
the  GBPHB 

Committee  Item:  FA  193- 1501 -A 

Petition: 

31925-FA-1501-D,  Pg.  1833 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2041) 

Membership:  97;  Present:  86; 

For:  85 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 

Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

As  a  result  of  the  work  performed  by 
the  Connectinal  Process  Team  and  the  re- 
port prepared  by  the  Connectional  Pro- 
cess Team,  the  General  Church  may 
experience  a  period  of  transition.  During 
any  such  ... 

[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

978-1506.17 
Subject:  Plan-sponsor 
responsible  for  pension  & 
benefit  contributions  if  the 
MPP/CPP  participant  isn't 
Committee  Item: 
FA200-1506.17-N 
Petition: 

31135-FA-1506.17-D,  Pg.  449 
Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2073) 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
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For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1200-332-MR 

Subject:  Move  prohibition 
against  same  sex  union  to 
ministry  section 


Committee  Item:  HE159-332-A 
Petition: 
30049-HE-332-D,  Pg.  966 

Page  in  DCA:  (removed  from  2093) 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  58;  Against:  38;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  In  place  of 
"move  the  last  sentence..."  place  the  words, 
"insert  after  1332.5  a  new  1|332.6  which 


reads,  "ceremonies  that  celebrate  homosex- 
ual..." 

Minority  Report: 

Insert  as  ^332.6  Ceremonies  that  cele- 
brate homosexual  unions  shall  not  be  re- 
quired of  our  ministers  nor  be  conducted  in 
our  churches  without  the  permission  of  the 
pastor  in  charge. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 
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1221  -1506.16 
Subject:  Change  benefit 
percentage  for  surviving  spouse 

Committee  Item:  FA75-1506.16-A 

Petition: 

30670-FA-1506.16-D,  Pg.  448 
Membership:  97;  Present:  77; 
For:  76;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


b)  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  such 
clergyperson  prior  to  the  annuity  starting 
date,  the  spouse  shall  be  eligible  for  a  bene- 
fit equal  to  70  percent  (75  pefeent,  85  or  100 
percent 

I )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1222  -806.12 
Subject:  Retain  wording 
denying  funds  to  any 
organization  that  is  gay  but  be 
compassionate  towards  HIV  folk 

Committee  Item:  FA92-806.12-C 
Petition: 

30121-FA-806.12-D,  Pg.436 
Membership:  97;  Present:  67; 
For:  56;  Against:  7;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

1 1  Concurrence  ( J  NoncoiKurrence  Date   / 


1223-621 

Subject:  Each  church/charge  is 
obliged  to  pav  full  compensation 
as  approved  by  the  CC 

Committee  hern:  FA  1 75-62 1-C 


Petition: 

31273-FA-621-D,  Pg.  429 
Membership:  97;  Present:  84; 
For:  76;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended: 

621a 

Move  first  line  of  paragraph  to  end  of 
paragraph 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  NonconcurreiKe  Dale   / 


1224  -622.4 

Subject:  Conf  Com  on  Equitable 
Comp.  may  fund  a  deacon  in  full 
connection  in  a  local  church 
appt 

Committee  Item:  FA181-622.4-C 
Petition: 

30784-FA-622.4-D,  Pg.  429 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  78;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  NoiKoncunence  Dale  / 


1225-622.2 
Subject:  Equitable 
compensation  for  clergy  support 

Committee  Item:  FAI91-622.2-A 
Petition: 

30783-FA-622.2-D,  Pg.  429 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  75;  Against:  7;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  622.2: 


It  is  the  purpose  of  the  commission  on 
equitable  compensation  to  support  full-time 
clergy  serving  as  pastors  in  the  charges  of 
the  annual  conference  by:  (a)  recommend- 
ing conference  standards  for  olerg)'  support 
pastoral  support;  (b)  administering  funds 
to  be  used  . . . 

(C)  providing  counsel  and  advisory  ma- 
terial on  elefgy  pastoral  support  ...  pas- 
tor-parish relations.  Once  the  base 
compensation  supplementation  has  been 
paid  by  the  annual  conference,  the  an- 
nual conference  shall  have  no  further  ob- 
ligation or  responsibility  to  the  pastor, 
the  charge  or  anyone  else  regarding  the 
pastor's  compensation. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1226-1508.6 

Subject:  Replacement  of 

Annuity  Schedule  Provider 

Committee  Item:  FA201-1508.6-C 

Petition: 

31998-FA-1508.6-D,  Pg.  2030 
Membership:  97;  Present:  50; 
For:  50;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

1  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale  / 


1227-821 

Subject:  Finance  Continuing 

Education  Events 

Committee  Item:  FA202-821-C 
Petition: 

31997-FA-821-D,  Pg.  2030 
Membership:  97;  Present:  49; 
For:  49;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 
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The  Committee  recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1228  -66 

Subject:  We  deplore  acts  of  hate 

against  anyone 

Committee  Item:  FO106-66-C 
Petition: 

31662-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1283 
Membership:  116;  Present:  104; 
For:  102;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1229  -65 

Subject:  Encourage  all 
individuals  to  be  senitive  to 
others  in  language  use 

Committee  Item:  FOl  13-65-C 
Petition: 

3I629-FO-65-D,  Pg.480 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  97; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1230  -66 

Subject:  Abhor  forced  abortion 
or  sterilization 

Committee  Item:  FOI 17-66-A 
Petition: 

31670-FO-66-D,  Pg.  1285 
Membership:  116;  Present:  105; 
For:  104;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Wc  oppose  abhef  any  policy  of  forced 
abortion  or  forced  sterilization. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1231  -266 

Subject:  Add  a  third  special 
Sunday  without  offering:  Organ 
and  Tissue  Donor  Sunday 

Committee  Item:  GJ82-266-A 
Petition: 

30604-GJ-266-D,  Pg.  709 
Membership:  92;  Present:  81; 
For:  76;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows  add  Peace  with 
Justice,  United  Methodist  Student  Sunday, 
and  delete  awareness  and  replace  with  Min- 
istries for  Native  American  Ministries 
Sunday. 

Also  make  three  church  wide  Sundays 
Four  and  add  Disability  Awareness  Sunday. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1232  -268 

Subject:  Observe  "Organ  and 
Tissue  Donor  Sunday  on  the 
second  Sunday  in  November. 

Committee  Item:  GJ84-268-C 
Petition: 
30605-GJ-268-D,Pg.  713 
Membership:  92;  Present:  84; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1233  -2625 

Subject:  Delete  2625.1  and  .2 

Committee  Item:  GJ105-2625-C 
Petition: 
30798-GJ-2625-D,  Pg.  743 
Membership:  92;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1234  -200 

Subject:  To  Study  Professional 
Lay  Ministry 

Committee  Item:  HE171-200-A 
Petition: 

30170-HE-200-D,Pg.  1019 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  99;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Delete  the  first  paragraph  "Whereas,  the 
General  conference  of  1996,  in  seeking  to 
create  the  new  order  of  permanent  Ordained 
Deacon,  discontinued  the  Lay  Ministry  of 
Diaconal  Ministry;  and  add  a  new  whereas 
just  before  "therefore" 

"Whereas  we  celebrate  our  brothers  and 
sisters  who  are  professionally  certified, 
commissioned  and/or  recognized  by  our 
general  agencies,  as  well  as  all  laity  who 
faithftilly  respond  to  Christ's  call  to  servant 
ministry. 


Substitute  the  existing  "Therefore"  with 
a  new  one:  "Therefore  let  it  be  resolved  that 
the  2000  General  conference  instruct  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  working  with  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  seek  ways  of  expanding 
and  recognizing  existing  and  new  forms  of 
professional  lay  ministry  and  to  more 
clearly  acknowledge  professional  lay  min- 
istry as  a  call  to  ministry  through  authenti- 
cating acts  of  recognition  and  celebration, 
and  that  they  bring  recommendations  to  the 
2004  General  Conference. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1235-402.1 

Subject:  Add  the  word 
"facilitate" 

Committee  Item:  HE204-402.I-C 
Petition: 

30359-HE-402.1-D,  Pg.  991 
Membership:  108;  Present:  52; 
For:  52;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1236  -403 

Subject:  Offices  of  bishop  & 
district  superintendent 

Committee  Item:  HE205-403-C 
Petition: 

30767-HE-403-D,Pg.  991 
Membership:  108;  Present:  54; 
For:  54;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1237  -413 

Subject:  Complaints  against 

bishops 

Committee  Item:  HE207-413-C 
Petition: 

30769-HE-413-D,Pg.  995 
Membership:  108;  Present:  62; 
For:  62;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1238  -416.6 
Subject:  Working  with 
ordained,  licensed,  consecrated 
and  commissioned  personnel 
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Committee  Item:  HE208-416.6-C 
Petition: 

30770-HE-416.6-D,  Pg.  999 
Membership:  108;  Present:  62; 
For:  62;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Comminee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  1  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrencc  Dale 


1239-419 

Subject:  Specific  responsibilities 
of  district  sup'ts 

Committee  Item:  HE209-419-C 
Petition: 

30771-HE-419-D,  Pg.  1000 
Membership:  108;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Comminee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  I  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1240-422 

Subject:  Superintendents  work 
with  diverse  personnel 

Committee  Item:  HE210-422-C 
Petition: 

30773-HE-422-D,  Pg.  1000 
Membership:  108;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Comminee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  )  ConcurrerKe  (  |  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1241  -423.13 

Subject:  President  of  AC  may 

affirm,  modify  or  reverse  a 

question  or  obser>  ation  brought 

bv  a  DS 

Committee  Item:  HE21 1-423. 13-C 

Petition: 

31208-HE-423.13-D,  Pg.  1000 
Membership:  108;  Present:  64; 
For:  64;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Comminee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

1 1  ConcurrerKe  ( )  NonconcuneiKe  Date   / 


1242  -425 
Subject:  A  district 
superintendent  has  three 
months  for  sabbatical 

Committee  Item:  HE212-425-C 


Petition: 

30774-HE-425-D.  Pg.  1000 
Membership:  108;  Present:  65; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Comminee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1243  -433.7 

Subject:  Change  ''ordained 

minister"  to  "clergy  person" 

Committee  Item:  HE21 3-433. 7-C 
Petition: 

31102-HE-433.7-D,  Pg.  1003 
Membership:  108;  Present:  65; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1244-315.5 

Subject:  Evangelism  as  alternate 

route  requirement  for 

candidates 

Comminee  Item:  HE216-315.5-C 
Petition: 

30624-HE-315.5-D,  Pg.  953 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  7;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

1  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1245-364 

Subject:  All  clergv  shall  meet 
annually  in  a  session  to  consider 
questions  about 
ordination,character,etc 
Committee  Item:  HE219-364-C 
Petition: 

30765-HE-364-D,  Pg.  989 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  NonconcurreiKC  Date   / 


1246-434 

Subject:  Lengthen  pastoral 
appointments 

Committee  Item:  HE221-434-A 
Petition: 
30031-HE-434-D,  Pg.  1003 


Membership:  108;  Present:  65; 
For:  63;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Comminee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  434: 

Frequency  — While  the  bishop  shall  re- 
port all  pastoral  appointments  to  each  regu- 
lar session  of  an  annual  conference, 
appointments  to  charges  may  be  made  at 
any  time  deemed  advisable  by  the  bishop 
and  cabinet.  Appointments  are  made  with 
the  expectation  that  the  length  of  pastor- 
ates shall  respond  to  the  long-term  pasto- 
ral needs  of  charges,  communities,  and 
pastors.  The  bishop  and  cabinet  should 
sh«H  should  work  toward  longer  tenure  in 
local  church  appointments  to  facilitate  a 
more  effective  ministry. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  NoncotKunence  Date  / 

1247  -633 

Subject:  Conference  board  of 
ordained  ministry  may  include 
diaconal  ministers  plus  other 
changes 

Committee  Item:  HE224-633-A 
Petition: 

30788-HE-633-D,  Pg.  1004 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Comminee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

See  last  line  in  first  paragraph.  The 
amended  phrase  "who  are  elders"  is  indi- 
cated in  quotation  marks. 

Amend  633: 

Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Minis- 
try—  I.  Each  annual  conference,  at  the  first 
session  following  the  General  Conference, 
shall  elect  for  o  term  of  four  years  a  board  of 
ordained  ministry  consisting  of  not  fewer 
than  six  ordained  elders  and  deacons  in  full 
connection.  During  the  1997  2000  quo- 
drennium.  one  fifth  of  the  members  of  the 
board,  insofar  as  possible,  shall  be  diooonol 
ministen)  or  persons  who  have  previously 
served  on  the  board  of  diaconal  ministry. 
Each  annual  conference  shall  elect  at  least 
one-fifth  laypersons,  which  may  include 
diaconal  ministers,  and  may  at  its  discre- 
tion elect  further  lay  members,  up  to  one 
third  of  the  membership  of  the  board,  feay 
membefj  sholl  have  a  vole,  CHcepl  on  mat 

Constitution.  An  ofdaii>ed  minister  in  rt- 
tired  relationship  may  be  included  ns  a 

of  the  board  will  be  engaged  in  emenriion 
ministry  and  will  repfeseni  to  the  board  all 
other  clergy  so  assigned.  The  board  mem- 
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bership  shall  include  women  and  ethnic 
persons,  at  least  one  ordained 
clergyperson  in  the  retired  relationship, 
at  least  one  ordained  clergyperson  in  ex- 
tension ministry  and  a  district  superin- 
tendent named  by  the  bishop  to 
represent  the  cabinet.  Two  thirds  of  the 
members  "who  are  elders"  shall  be  grad- 
uates of  seminaries  listed  by  the  Univer- 
sity Senate. 

a.  Members  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
presiding  bishop  after  consultation  with 
the  chairperson  of  the  board,  the  execu- 
tive committee,  or  a  committee  elected  by 
the  board  of  the  previous  quadrennium, 
and  with  the  cabinet.  To  ensure  adequate 
board  membership,  consultation  shall 
include  an  evaluation  of  the  workload  of 
the  board  in  meeting  disciplinary  and  an- 
nual conference  responsibilities.  Va- 
cancies shall  be  filled  by  the  bishop  after 
consultation  with  the  chairperson  of  the 
board.  An  elected  board  member  may 
serve  a  maximum  of  three  consecutive 
four-year  terms.  The  chairpersons  of  the 
Orders  of  Deacons  and  of  Elders  shall  be 
members  of  the  board  of  ordained  ministry 
(633. 1  .c)  and  its  executive  committee. 

a)b.This  board  shall  be  directly  amena- 
ble to  the  annual  conference,  notwithstand- 
ing its  organizational  relationship  within 
any  other  program  or  administrative  unit  of 
the  annual  conference.  At  least  t>vo  thirds  of 
the  members  shall  be  graduates  of  aeminor 
ics  listed  by  the  University  Senate.  Mem 
bcrs  shall  be  nominated  by  the  presiding 
biiihop  after  eonaultation  with  the  chairper 
son  of  the  board,  the  executive  committee, 
or  a  committee  elected  by  the  board  of  the 
previous  quadrennium.  and  with  the  cabi 
net.  To  ensure  adequate  board  membership, 
consultation  shall  include  an  evaluation  of 
the  workload  of  the  board  in  meeting  disci 
plinary  and  annual  conference  responsibili 
nes^The  annual  conference  council  on 
finance  and  administration  shall  recom- 
mend adequate  administrative  funds  for  the 
board  and  its  staffin  light  of  its  workload. 

b)  It  is  recommended  that  each  diatricT 
be  rcpreacntcd  by  a  member  of  the  board. 
The  board  muy  invite  at  least  one  member 
of  the  cabinet  to  oer\'e  an  a  member  of  the 
board  if  the  cabmet  is  not  already  repre 
■sented  in  its  membership.  Vacancies  shall 
be  filled  by  the  bishop  after  eonaultation 
with  the  chairperson  or  a  committee  of  the 

c)  The  board  shall  organize  by  electing 
from  its  membership  a  chairperson,  regis- 
trars, and  such  other  officers  as  it  may  deem 
necessary.  The  board  shall  designate  its  ex- 
ecutive committee,  which  shall  include  the 
chairpersons  of  the  divisions  of  elders,  and 
deacons,  and  laity.  The  board  shall  orga- 
nize in  such  manner  as  to  care  for  its  respon- 


sibilities, including  the  needs  of  certified 
persons,  diaconal  ministers,  local  pastors, 
deacons,  and  elders.  The  organization  of 
the  board  shall  include  a  committee  sheU 
continue  to  fulfill  the  governance  responsi- 
bilities for  diaconal  ministers  and  those  in 
process  of  becoming  diaconal  ministers, 
(1992  Book  of  Discipline,  para.  301-317 
and  734)  and  shall  provide  for  including 
their  certification,  care,  and  continuing  for 
motion;  and  it  shall  further  ensure  profes 
sional  certification  in  specialized  ministry 
careers  the  arcaa  of  Chriatian  education, 
evangelism,  music,  and  youth  ministry  as 
stipulated  in  111301  317  and  ^73'1  of  the 
1 092  Book  of  Discipline)  and  under  the 
guidelines  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  (see  11424).  The 
board  shall,  aa  a  part  of  its  organization, 
provide  for  a_may  include  in  its  organiza- 
tion a  division  of  deacons  and  a  division  of 
elders. 

f)  The  board  shall  select  from  its  own 
membership  an  official  representative  to 
serve  en  as  a  member  of  each  district  com- 
mittee on  ordained  ministry,  preferably 
from  within  said  district,  which  shall  func- 
tion as  sub-committees  of  the  board. 

2.  The  duties  of  the  annual  conference 
board  of  ordained  ministry  shall  be: 

n)  To  provide  support  services  for  the 
ordained  minister's  career  development,  in- 
cluding personal  and  career  counseling, 
continuing  pdncation.formation  in  Servant 
|gai;lprship  and  continuing  spiritual  growth 
in  Christ,  assistance  in  preparation  for  re- 
tirement, and  all  matters  pertaining  to 
clergy  morale.  In  providing  such  support, 
the  board,  in  cooperation  with  the  cabinet, 
shall  give  training  and  guidance  to  each  lo- 
cal committee  on  pastor-parish  relations  re- 
garding its  work  and  role. 

t)  To  care  for  the  administration  of 
professional  certification  established  by 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  through  (1)  enlisting  and 
recruiting  clergy  and  laity  to  become  cer- 
tified in  Christian  education,  music, 
youth,  evangelism  and  other  areas  estab- 
lished by  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry;  (2)  determining 
whether  applicants  meet  the  standards 
established  by  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry;  (3)  to 
recommend  to  the  annual  conference 
board  and  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry;  (4)  to  renew  or 
discontinue  professional  certification  bi- 
annually  based  on  a  review  of  their  min- 
istry; and  (5)  to  report  annually  to  the  an- 
nual conference  for  publication  in  the 
conference  journal  a 

roster  of  all  persons  certified  in  pro- 
fessional careers  for  which  they  have  re- 


ceived certification,  including  places  of 
service  address. 

t  u)  To  administer  the  portion  of  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  for  use  by  the 
annual  conference  in  its  programs  of  enlist- 
ment, basic  professional  educational  aid, 
continuing  formation,  ethnic  ministry  and 
language  training,  and  professional  growth 
of  ordained  ministers.  Priority  shall  be 
given  to  scholarships  for  seminary  stu- 
dents preparing  for  ordination. 

u  v)  To  cooperate  with  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
and  assist  in;  ( 1 )  the  interpretation  of  cur- 
rent legislation  concerning  ordained  minis- 
try; (2)  the  interpretation  and  promotion  of 
the  Ministerial  Education  Fund;  (3)  the  pro- 
motion and  observance  of  Ministry  Sunday; 
and  (4)  the  supplying  of  a  record  of  all  infor- 
mation, recommendations,  and  action  on 
each  candidate  for  ordained  ministry  after 
each  session  of  the  annual  conference;  (5) 
the  promotion  and  addition  of  standards 
required  for  certification  in  specialized 
ministry  careers. 

V  w)  To  promote  in  the  annual  confer- 
ence and/or  jurisdictional  conference  a  sys- 
tem of  financial  aid  to  ministerial  students. 
A  conference  transferring  a  person  with  less 
than  three  years  of  active  service  into  an- 
other conference  may  require  reimburse- 
ment either  from  the  person  or  from  the 
receiving  conference  for  outstanding  obli- 
gations for  theological  education  financed 
through  conference  funds. 

w)  To  work  in  cooperation  with  the 
board  of  diaconal  ministry  aa  long  aa  auoh 
board  is  organized  in  the  conference  to  en 
hance  the  total  ministry  of  the  Church. 

x)  To  approve,  train,  and  oaaign  men 
tors  recommended  by  the  cabinet  (1316). 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1248  -333 

Subject:  Clarify  goals  of 
minimum  equitable 
compensation  standards 

Committee  Item:  HE227-333-A 
Petition: 
31269-HE-333-D,Pg.  967 
Membership:  108;  Present:  78; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 
Amend  first  sentence  of  333: 
To  affirm  the  intent  of  strengthening 
strengthen    the    effectiveness    of    the 
connectional  system,  Aassumption  of  the . 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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1249   532 

Subject:  Jur'l  committee  on 
ordained  ministry  to  include 
chair  of  BOM,  UNl  seminary 
and  others 

Committee  Item:  HE230-532-C 
Petition: 

30777-HE-532-D,  Pg.  1003 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  92;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  I5ate   / 


1250-634 

Subject:  Administrative  review 
committee  shall  report  its 
flnding  before  AC  takes  action 

Committee  Item:  HE231-634-C 
Petition: 

31164-HE-634-D,  Pg.  1007 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  1  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1251-315 

Subject:  Qualirications  for 
election  and  consecration 

Committee  Item:  HE235-315-A 
Petition: 

30737-HE-315-D,  Pg.  951 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  <PLEASE 
BE  SURE  TO  INSERT  SPECIFIC 
AMMENDMENTSTOTHEPETITION!> 

On  page  I  item  #4  please  note  the  follow- 
ing changes: 

4a)  a  candidate  for  ordination  as  an  elder 
shall  have  received  a  Master  of  Divinity  or 
its  equivalent  from  a  school  opproved  listed 
by  the  University  Senate 

4  lb  received  a  master's  degree  from  a 
graduate  theological  school  recognized  a 
seminary  opproved  listed  by  the  University 
Senate,  or 

(  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  D»«e   / 


1252-632.1 

Subject:  AC  shall  have  a  conf. 
bom  or  other  structure  to 
provide  for  these  functions 


Committee  Item:  HE243-632.1-C 

Petition: 

31229-HE-632.1-D,  Pg.  1004 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1253  -633.2 

Subject:  GBHEM  will  suggest 

guidelines  to  aid  evaluation 

process 

Committee  Item:  HE244-633.2-C 
Petition: 

30411-HE-633.2-D,  Pg.  1007 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  92;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1254-365.1 
Subject:  Transitional 
provisions — entering  ministry 
under  which  BOD 

Committee  Item:  HE250-365.1-C 
Petition: 

30766-HE-365.1-D,  Pg.  989 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1255  -1902 

Subject:  Delete  subparagraph  3 

Committee  Item:  IC69-1902-C 
Petition: 

31430-IC-1902-D,  Pg.  1093 
Membership:  73;  Present:  69; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  NonconcurrerKc  Date   / 

1256-2104.1 

Subject:  Additional  members 
shall  include  10  percent  young 
adults 

Committee  Item:  IC75-2104.1-C 
Petition: 


31257-1C-2104.1-D,  Pg.  1094 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

1257-1806.12 

Subject:  Cost  of  promotion  of 
funds  as  set  in  approved 
promotional  budget  shall  be 
charged  to  receipts 
Committee  Item:  IC76-1 806. 12-C 
Petition: 

31186-IC-1806.12-D,  Pg.  1093 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  I>ale  / 


1258-1704.2 

Subject:  Increase  rep.  of  CC  on 

GCAH 

Committee  Item:  IC77-1704.2-A 
Petition: 

31579-IC-1704.2-D,Pg.  1092 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Petition 
3I579IC77.I704.2A: 

Insert  in  Para  1704.2  line  9  "  elected  by 
the  general  Commission  ensuring  that  all  3 
regions 

of  the  Central  Conference  are  repre- 
sented. It  is  recommended 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

1259  -2404 

Subject:  Covenantal  or  conciliar 

relationships 

Committee  Item:  IC79-2404-A 
Petition: 

31441-IC-2404-D,  Pg.  1100 
Membership:  73;  Present:  69; 
For:  67;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  As  amended: 
Add  modified  text  from  p.  1420 

insert  2c  (on  petition  31441  page.  HOC) 
"c.  The  UMC  shall  seek  observer  status  in 
the  Nat'l  Assn  Of  Evangelical  U.M  ob- 
servers to  these  bodies  shall  be  appointed  by 
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the  Council  of  Bishops    [INSERT}  3c.  [on 
31441  p  1100] 

"c.  The  UMC  shall  seek  observer  status 
in  the  World  Evangelical  Fellowship.  U.M. 
observers  to  these  bodies  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1260  705  5 

Subject:  Remove  GCUMM  from 
jurisdictional  election  pool 

Committee  Item:  IC84-705.5-C 
Petition: 

30283-IC-705.5-D,Pg.  719 
Membership:  73;  Present:  62; 
For:  6 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1261  -705.1 

Subject:  Remove  GCUMM  from 
jurisdictional  pool  process  and 
reflne  language  related  to 
GCUMM  election  process 
Committee  Item:  IC86-705.1-C 
Petition: 

30281-IC-705.1-D,Pg.  718 
Membership:  73;  Present:  59; 
For:  51;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1262  -262.1 

Subject:  Rename  committee  on 
nominations  and  personnel 

Committee  Item:  LCI 23-262.1 -A 
Petition: 

30468-LC-262.1-D,Pg.  1128 
Membership:  98;  Present:  60; 
For:  59;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  262.1: 

262. 1  [Delete  current  text.]  There  shall 
be  elected  annually,  by  the  charge  con- 
ference In  each  local  church,  a  committee 
on  lay  leadership  that  is  composed  of  pre- 
l«s«iftg/u//  members  of  the  local  church. 
The  charge  of  this  committee  is  to  iden- 
tify, develop,  deploy,  evaluate,  and  moni- 
tor Christian  spiritual  leadership  for  the 
local  congregation.  Members  of  the  com- 
mittee shall  engage  in  and  be  attentive  to 
developing   and   enhancing   their   own 


Christian  spiritual  life  in  light  of  the  mis- 
sion of  the  Church  (Part  V,  Chapter  One, 
Section  1). 

In  conducting  its  work,  the  committee 
shall  engage  in  biblical  and  theological 
reflections  on  the  mission  of  the  church, 
the  primary  task,  and  ministries  of  the 
local  church.  It  shall  provide  a  means  of 
identifying  ihespiritual  gifts  and  tatents 
abilities  of  the  membership.  The  commit- 
tee shall  work  with  the  church  council,  or 
alternative  administrative  bodies,  to  fts- 
ccrtain  determine  the  diverse  ministry 
tasks  and  communicntc  (e  of  the  congre- 
gation and  the  competencies  skills  needed 
for  leadership,,  including  Bible  study, 
education  and  training  experiences,  and      member  of  the  committee.  One  or  more 


class,  and  vacancies  as  they  occur  at  the 
time  of  charge  conference,  shall  be  elected 
from  nominees,  eitk^from  the  floor  of  the 
charge  conference  and/or  through  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  on  Lay 
Leadership.  Retiring  members  of  the 
committee  shall  not  succeed  themselves. 
Only  one  person  from  an  immediate  fam- 
ily residing  in  the  same  household  shall 
serve  on  the  committee.  When  vacancies 
occur  during  the  year,  nominees  shall  be 
elected  at  by  the  church  council,  or  alter- 
native church  structure,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  district  superintendent. 

c)  At  least  one  young  adult  elected  by 
the  charge  eonfcrcncc  shall  serve  as  a 


skills  in  the  criteria  of  the  particular  min- 
istries. 

a)  The  committee  on  lay  leadership 
shall  serve  throughout  the  year  to  guide 
the  church  council,  or  alternative  struc- 
ture, on  matters  regarding  the  leadership 
(other  than  employed  staff)  of  the  con- 
gregation so  as  to  focus  on  mission  and 
ministry  as  the  context  for  service;  guide 
the  development  and  training  of  spiritual 
leaders;  recruit,  nurture,  and  support 
spiritual  leaders;  and  assist  the  church 
council,  or  alternative  structure,  in  as- 
sessing the  changing  leadership  needs. 

eb)  The  committee  shall  recommend 
to  the  charge  conference,  at  its  annual 
session,  the  names  of  people  to  serve  as 
ofTicers  and  leaders  of  designated  minis- 
tries of  the  church  council,  administra 
tive — beardi — council — en — ministries, 
administrative — council, — and/oF — otheF 
sueh  structures  or  alternative  administra- 
tive body  required  for  the  work  of  the 
church  and  as  the  law  of  the  church  re- 
quires or  as  the  charge  conference  deems 
necessary  to  its  work. 

c  h)  This  committee  is  to  be  composed 
of  not  more  than  nine  persons,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  pastor  and  the  lay  leader.  At 
least  one  young  adult  elected  by  the  charge 
conferrence  shall  serve  as  a  member  of  the 
committee.  One  or  more  members  elected 
by  the  charge  conference  may  be 
youtkThe  pastor  shall  be  the  chairper- 
son. A  layperson  elected  by  the  commit- 
tee on  lay  leadership  shall  serve  as  the 
vice  chairperson  of  the  committee. 

d)  In  order  to  secure  experience  and 
stability,  the  membership  shall  be  di- 
vided into  three  classes,  one  of  which 
shall  be  elected  each  year  for  a  three-year 
term.  (The  lay  member  of  the  annual 
eonfcrcncc  is  exempt  from  the  three  year 
(ermr)  To  begin  the  process  of  rotation 
where  such  has  not  been  in  place,  in  the 
first  year,  one  class  shall  be  elected  for 
one  year,  one  class  for  two  years,  and  one 
class  for  three  years.  Each  year's  new 


members  elected  by  the  charge  confer- 
ence may  be  youth. 

f  e)  In  the  identification  and  selection 
process,  care  shall  be  given  that  the  lead- 
ership of  ministries  reflects  (he 
inclusivity  of  membership  and  diversity. 
so  as  to  deploy  people  reflecting  a  diver- 
sity of  abilities  and  disabilities,  ages,  gen- 
ders, cultures,  races,  and  ethnicities,  as 
well  as  economic,  social  and  theological 
orientations.  The  committee  is  urged  to 
recruit  baptized  children  and  youth  for 
service  on  all  committees  and  ministries 
not  reserved  for  professing  membership, 
in  which  case  they  may  be  members  with 
voice  but  not  vote. 

g)  The  committee  shall  monitor  and 
assess  the  status  of  the  ministries  of  the 
congregation  on  a  quarterly  basis  and  re- 
port findings  to  the  church  council  or  al- 
ternative administrative  body  amenable 
to  the  charge  eonferenec.  The  report  is  to 
include  recommendations  for  continu 
ing,  improving,  or  eliminating  ministry 
activity  and/or  changes  in  leadership  if 
warranted. 

h)  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  com' 
mittcc  on  lay  leadership,  working  col 
laboratively  with  the  church  council  or 
alternative  administrative  body,  to  pro- 
vide training  and  continuing  leurningop- 
portunities  for  all  officers  and  leaders  of 
designated  ministries. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1263  -262.2 

Subject:  Restate  PPR  committee 
language  for  focus  on  spiritual 
leadersnip  &  mission  of  the 
Church 

Committee  Item:  LC150-262.2-A 
Petition: 

30469-LC-262.2-D,  Pg.  1130 
Membership:  98;  Present:  68; 
For:  66;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 
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The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows; 

Amend  262.2;  sixth  sentence  of  262*); 
replace  text  in  262. 2/(  1 )  through  (4)  and  re- 
number current  text  accordingly;  add  a  new 
subparagraph  at  the  end: 

262  2  [Delete  current  text.]  There  shall 
be  elected  annually  by  the  charge  confer- 
ence in  each  local  church  a  committee  on 
pastor-parish  relations  or  staff-parish 
relations  who  are  professing  full  mem- 
bers of  the  local  church  or  charge  or  asso- 
ciate members  (^228).  except  In  cases 
Hhere  central  conference  legislation  or 
local  law  provides  otherwise.  People 
serving  on  this  committee  must  be  en- 
gaged in  and  attentive  to  their  Christian 
spiritual  development  so  as  to  give 
proper  leadership  in  the  responsibilities 
with  which  the  committee  is  entrusted. 

In  conducting  its  work,  the  committee 
shall  identify  and  clarify  its  values  for 
ministry.  It  shall  engage  in  biblical  and 
theological  reflections  on  the  mission  of 
the  church,  the  primary  task,  and  minis- 
tries of  the  local  church.  The  committee 
shall  reflect  biblically  and  theologically 
on  the  role  and  work  of  the  pastor(s)  and 
staff  as  they  carry  out  their  leadership  re- 
sponsibilities. 

The  committee  shall  assist  the  pas- 
tor(s)  and  staff  in  assessing  their  gifts  and 
setting  priorities  for  leadership  and  ser- 
vice. It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  com- 
mittee to  communicate  with  committee 
on  lay  leadership  and/or  the  church 
council  when  there  is  a  need  for  other 
leaders  or  for  employed  staff  to  perform 
in  areas  where  utilization  of  the  gifts  of 
the  pastor(s)  and  staff  proves  an  inap- 
propriate stewardship  of  time. 

a)  The  committee  shall  be  composed 
of  not  fewer  than  five  nor  more  than  nine 
persons  representative  of  the  total 
charge.  One  of  the  members  shall  be  a 
young  adult  and  one  member  may  be  a 
youth.  In  addition,  the  lay  leader  and  a 
lav  member  of  the  annual  conference 
shall  be  members.  No  staff  member  or 
immediate  family  member  of  a  pastor  or 
staff  member  may  serve  on  the  commit- 
tee. Onlv  one  person  from  an  immediate 
familv  residing  in  the  same  household 
shall  serve  on  the  committee. 

b)  In  order  to  secure  experience  and 
slabilitv,  the  membership  shall  be  di- 
vided into  three  classes,  one  of  which 
shall  be  elected  each  year  for  a  three-year 
term.  The  lav  member  and  the  lay  leader 
of  the  annual  conference  are  exempt 
from  the  Ihree-vear  term.  To  begin  the 
process  of  rotation  where  such  a  process 
has  not  been  in  place,  on  the  Tirsl  year  one 
class  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  one 


class  for  two  years,  and  one  class  for 
three  years.  Retiring  members  of  the 
committee  shall  not  succeed  themselves. 
When  vacancies  occur  during  the  year, 
nominees  shall  be  elected  at  the  church 
council  (or  alternative  church  structure). 

262. 2e)  However,  the  pastor  or  any 
member  of  the  staff  under  consideration 
shall  be  notified  prior  to  such  meeting  at 
which  his  or  her  appointment/employment 
is  discussed  and  be  brought  into  consulta- 
tion immediately  thereafter. 

262.2/ The  duties  ofthe  committee  shall 
include  the  following; 

( 1 )  [Delete  current  text.JTo  confer  with, 
consult,  and  counsel  the  pastor(s)  and 
staff  on  the  matters  pertaining  to  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  ministry;  relationships 
with  the  congregation;  conditions  that 
may  impede  the  effectiveness  of  minis- 
try; and  ro  interpretation  of  interpret  the 
nature  and  function  of  the  ministry;  as 
the  context  of  service; 

(2)  [Delete  current  text.]To  confer  with, 
consult,  and  counsel  the  pastor(s)  and 
staff  on  matters  pertaining  to  priorities 
in  the  use  ofgifts,  skills,  and  time  and  pri- 
orities for  the  demands  and  effectiveness 
ofthe  mission  and  ministry  ofthe  congre- 
gation; 

(3)  [Delete  current  text]  To  provide 
evaluation  at  least  annually  for  the  use  of 
the  pastor(s)  and  staff  in  an  ongoing  ef- 
fective ministry  and  for  identifying  con- 
tinuing educational  needs  and  plans; 

(4)  [Delete  current  text.]To  communi- 
cate and  interpret  to  the  congregation 
the  nature  and  function  of  ministry  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  regarding 
cross  racial  appointments,  appoint- 
fn««($  ef  women,  open  itinerancy,  the 
preparation  for  ordained  ministry,  and 
the  Ministerial  Education  Fund; 

(5)  [Delete  current  text.JTo  develop 
and  approve  written  job  descriptions 
and  titles  for  associate  pastors  and  other 
staff  members  in  cooperation  with  the  se- 
nior pastor.  The  term  associate  pastor  is 
used  as  a  general  term  to  indicate  any 
pastoral  appointment  in  a  local  church 
other  than  the  pastor  in  charge  (see  5 
330).  Committees  shall  be  encouraged  to 
develop  specific  titles  for  associate  pas- 
tors that  reflect  the  job  descriptions  and 
expectations. 

Add  new  subparagraph  at  end: 

.Members  of  the  committee  on  pas- 
tor-parish relations  (or  staff-parish  rela- 
tions) shall  keep  themselves  informed  of 
personnel  matters  in  relationship  to  the 
Church's  policy,  professional  standards, 
liability  issues,  and  civil  law.  They  are  re- 
sponsible for  communicating  and  inter- 
preting such  matters  to  staff.  Committee 


members  should  make  themselves 
available  for  educational  and  training 
opportunities  provided  by  the  confer- 
ence, district,  andyor  other  arenas,  that 
will  enable  them  to  be  effective  in  their 
work. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1264-263 

Subject:  Clarify  process  of 
developing  a  local  church 

Conunittee  Item:  LC152-263-A 
Petition: 

30470-LC-263-D,  Pg. 1133 
Membership:  98;  Present:  73; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  263  and  add  a  new  sub- 
paragraph: 

263.1  A  new  local  church  or  mission 
congregation  shall  be  established  only 
with  the  consent  ofthe  bishop  in  charge  and 
the  cabinet  and  with  due  consideration  of 
the  conference  board  of  global  ministries' 
programo  of  home  missions  and  church  ex- 
tension (if  any.  sec  ^63 1 )  entity  assigned 
the  responsibility  for  congregational  de- 
velopment The  bishop  shall  designate  the 
district  within  whose  bounds  the  church  or 
mission  congregation  shall  be  organized. 
The  district  supenntendent  of  that  district, 
or  his  or  her  designee,  shall  be  the  agent  in 
charge  ofthe  project  and  shall  recommend 
to  the  district  board  of  church  location  and 
building  (p.  2518)  the  site  for  the  propscd 
new  congregation  method  of  organiza- 
tion, and  whether  a  specific  site  shall  be 
selected  or  an  area  of  organization  be 
designated.  The  district  superintendant 
shall  avail  him/her  self  of  existing  demo- 
graphic, lifestyle  and  ethnographic  in- 
formation in  the  process  of  establishing  a 
new  congregation,  and  its  location,  or 
shall  recommend  to  the  board  of  trustees  of 
a  selected  local  church  that  they  share  their 
facility  with  the  proposed  congregation.  If 
there  is  a  city  or  distric  missionary  organi- 
zation, or  if  funds  for  the  project  are  an- 
ticipated from  a  conference 
organization,  ^pm  those  bodies  shall  also 
be  asked  to  approve  this  site,  the  method  of 
organization  and  location  for  a  new  con- 
gregation 

2. [Delete  current  text]  The  bishop  may 
appoint  a  pastor  to  launch  a  new  local 
church,  or  with  the  bishop's  approval  the 
district  superintendent  may  authorize  a 
local  church  or  group  of  local  churches  to 
launch  a  new  church  by  gathering  inter- 
ested people  in  small  groups  for  Bible 
study,   outreach,   community   building. 
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and  worship  at  a  site  in  an  area  approved 
by  the  district  board  of  church  location 
and  building. 

3.  [Delete  current  text.]  A  pastor  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  while  serving 
as  the  pastor  of  a  new  church  prior  to  the 
convening  of  a  constituting  conference 
(f  263.6),  may  receive  a  person  into  the 
membership  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  under  the  conditions  of  f215. 
When  a  person  is  received  and/or  bap- 
tized into  the  church,  the  pastor  shall 
send  the  name,  address,  and  related  facts 
to  the  annual  conference  secretary  for  re- 
cording on  a  general  membership  roll. 
These  names  shall  be  transferred  as  soon 
as  possible  to  the  roll  of  the  new  church, 
when  constituted,  or  to  another  church 
upon  the  member's  request.  If  the  new 
church  is  being  sponsored  by  an  existing 
church,  membership  may  be  recorded  on 
the  roll  of  that  church. 

4.  [Delete  current  text.]  Each  annual 
conference  or  its  equivalent  may  deter- 
mine the  minimum  number  of  members 
and  other  criteria  required  for  the  orga- 
nization of  a  local  United  Methodist 
church. 

5.  [Delete  current  text.]  When  the  num- 
ber of  people  interested  in  being  charter 
members  of  the  new  church  reaches  the 
number  necessary  as  set  by  the  confer- 
ence to  charter  a  new  church,  the  district 
superintendent  shall  call  the  interested 
people  to  meet  at  an  appointed  time  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  them  into  a 
chartered  (organized)  local  church,  or 
may  by  written  authorization  designate 


an  elder  in  the  district  to  call  such  a  meet- 
ing. The  district  superintendent  or  the 
designated  elder  shall  preside  and  shall 
appoint  a  secretary  to  keep  a  record  of 
the  meeting.  Following  a  time  of  worship, 
opportunity  shall  be  given  to  those  in  at- 
tendance to  present  themselves  for  mem- 
bership. 

6.  [Delete  current  text.]  People  desiring 
to  become  members  on  profession  of 
their  faith  in  Christ  shall  also  be  given 
opportunity  to  present  themselves  for 
membership.  Any  who  have  not  been 
baptized  shall  receive  the  sacrament  of 
baptism.  If  they  profess  their  faith  and 
are  confirmed,  they  will  be  received  as 
members.  When  the  district  superinten- 
dent or  designated  elder  is  satisfied  as  to 
the  genuineness  of  their  faith  and  pur- 
pose, they  shall  be  received  into  the  mem- 
bership of  the  church.  Other  baptized 
people  are  to  be  entered  on  the  roll  of 
those  who  are  baptized. 

7.  [Delete  current  text.]  A  list  shall  be 
made  of  all  the  people  received  into  the 
membership  of  the  proposed  church  by 
transfer  and  on  profession  of  faith.  Those 
people  shall  be  members  of  the  constitut- 
ing church  conference,  and  each  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote. 

8.  [Delete  current  text.]  The  constitut- 
ing church  conference  shall  then  be 
called  to  order  by  the  district  superinten- 
dent or  by  an  elder  whom  the  superinten- 
dent designates  (see  f248.5).  A 
committee  on  nominations,  elected  on 
nominations  from  the  fioor  as  the  confer- 
ence   may    determine,   shall    nominate 


members  of  the  proposed  church  council. 
The  chairperson  of  the  committee  on 
nominations  shall  be  the  appointed  pas- 
tor (see  — 262.1).  When  the  members 
have  been  chosen,  the  district  superin- 
tendent or  the  designated  elder  shall  de- 
clare the  church  properly  constituted. 

9.  [Delete  current  text]  The  district  su- 
perintendent or  an  elder  whom  the  su- 
perintendent designates  shall  then 
adjourn  the  constituting  church  confer- 
ence and  call  to  order  the  charge  confer- 
ence of  the  pastoral  charge.  The 
membership  of  the  charge  conference 
shall  be  those  newly  elected,  and  any  oth- 
ers entitled  to  membership.  The  charge 
conference  shall  then  elect  such  officers 
of  the  church  as  the  Discipline  requires, 
including  trustees  of  church  property, 
and  shall  organize  its  structure  as  pro- 
vided in  the  Discipline.  When  such  offi- 
cers have  been  duly  elected  and  such 
structure  put  in  place,  the  church  is  duly 
organized,  and  from  this  point  its  work 
shall  proceed  as  described  in  the  Disci- 
pline, provided  that  when  a  newly  orga- 
nized church  is  attached  to  a  circuit,  the 
charge  conference  shall  not  be  held  until 
such  time  as  representatives  from  all  the 
churches  of  the  charge  can  be  properly 
assembled  for  that  purpose. 

10.  The  charge  conference  may  take 
action,  at  its  discretion,  authorizing  and 
directing  the  newly  elected  trustees  to  in- 
corporate the  newly  organized  church  in 
accordance  with  local  laws  and  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Discipline. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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1265-NonDis 
Subject:  Acts  of  hate 

Committee  Item:  CS82-NonDis-A 

Petition: 

30588-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  80 
Membership:  120;  Present:  76; 
For:  65;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

The  world  has  been  inundated  with  acts 
of  hate  in  the  recent  years.  Persons  from 
around  the  world  have  lashed  out  in  anger 
and  fear,  persecuting  those  whom  they  see 
as  different,  such  as: 

In  the  United  States:  Jasper,  Texas,  a 
black  man  was  dragged  to  his  death  behind 
a  truck  by  white  drivers;  in  Wyoming;  a  gay 
student  was  viciously  attacked  and  left  to 


die;  and  In  countries  such  as  Kosovo, 
Rwanda  and  others:  Genocide  and  Eth- 
nic Cleansing.  In  Kosovo:  Genocide;  and 
In  Rwanda:  Ethnic  Cleansing. 

Thousands  of  stories  appear  around  the 
world  in  the  media  where  persons  have 
acted  out  of  fear  and  bigotry  to  harm  others 
emotionally,  physically,  and/or  spiritually. 
Jesus  said:  "Love  your  enemies,  do  good  to 
those  who  hate  you,  bless  those  who  curse 
you,  pray  for  those  who  abuse  you."  (Luke 
6:27  NRSV)  Instead  of  taking  lives,  we  are 
called  as  Christian  people  "to  lay  down  our 
lives  for  one  another."  (I  John  3:16  NRSV) 
We  must  be  willing  to  walk  into  the  houses 
of  sin  and  eradicate  the  sin  that  tears  lives 
apart. 

That  is  why  we  as  United  Methodists 
must  stand  in  direct  opposition  to  any  per- 
son or  group  that  would  choose  to  harm  an- 


other individual's  life,  liberty,  property,  or 
family.  We  must  unite  around  the  world  to 
make  a  Christian  witness  that  acts  against 
persons  because  of  their  national  origin,  re- 
ligion, gender,  age,  race,  or  sexual  orienta- 
tion will  not  be  tolerated.  We  will  then 
"Commit  ourselves  to  be  in  ministry  for  and 
with  all  persons"  (1I65G  Social  Principles). 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  General 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  reaffinns  its  historical  commitment 
not  to  tolerate  acts  of  hate  inside  or  outside 
the  church.  The  church  shall  respond  to  the 
victims  and  the  perpetrators  of  these  acts 
with  compassion  as  witnessed  in  Jesus 
Christ.  We  oppose  any  and  all  acts  of  hate, 
or  attempts  to  make  people  feel  of  less 
worth,  fear  for  their  well-being,  or  lose  spir- 
itual presence  in  their  lives. 
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Funhcr.  be  it  resolved  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  with  assistance  from  the 
appivpnate  boards,  agencies,  and  local 
churches  continue  to  educate: 

Christians  on  faithful  responses  to  acts  of 
hate. 

Children  and  youth  on  the  sins  of  hate 
and  bigotr>'  through  Sunday  School  materi- 
:'v  United  Methodist  ^'outh  Fellowship  re- 

ijrces.  and  special  projects  that  are  done 
111  several  languages; 

Seminary  students  and  clergy  on  the 
trends  of  hate  in  the  world  and  how  the 
church  can  faithfully  prevent  and  respond 
to  acts  of  hate; 

and  educate  all  persons  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  about  the  sins  of  hatred 
and  bigotr>'  that  have  been  committed  in  our 
I  nited  Methodist  Church  against  our  mem- 
bers and  against  those  with  whom  we  seek 
to  minister. 

Be  It  funher  resolved,  that  the  members 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 

Be  an  active  participant  in  civic  or  reli- 
gious organizations  that  promote  unity  and 
diversity  and  work  to  eradicate  acts  of  hate. 

Take  strong  non-violent  action  in  opposi- 
tion to  hate  groups. 

Work  to  fulfill  a  ministr>'  to  those  indi- 
\  iduals  who  would  choose  to  be  a  part  of 
hate  groups  and  show  them  the  compassion 
and  saving  grace  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Promote  diversity  dialogue  and  pro- 
grams in  all  churches,  annual  conferences, 
central  conferences,  general  agencies,  cam- 
pus ministry  uniu.  and  any  other  place 
where  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
witness. 

Enlist  the  various  boards  and  agencies  to 
work  together  to  create  a  Mediation  Team 
Resource  Kit  that  focuses  on  hate  mediation 
for  distribution  to  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences. 

Support  a  Restorative  Justice  response 
to  hate  crimes,  which  aims  at  dialogue,  ac- 
countability, and  healing  between  victims 
and  offenders  rather  than  at  adding  more 
punishment  of  offenders  if  their  cnme  was 
motivated  by  hate. 

( I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1266-NonDis 

Subject:  Expressing  grief  for 

acts  of  violence 

Committee  Item: 
CS134-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31723-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  304 
Membership:  120;  Present:  90; 
For:  88;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/8 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Whereas,  violence  permeates  our  soci- 
ety, perpetrated  by  those  who  hurt  others 
because  of  the  color  of  their  skin,  their  sex- 
ual onentation,  their  religious  identity,  or 
no  reason  at  all;  and 

Whereas,  violence  exists  in  many  na- 
tions such  Qs  thooe  that  made  up  including 
but  not  limited  to  Northern  Ireland,  the 

former  Yugoslavia,  Israel,  Palestinian-con- 
trolled lerritones,  Iraq,  Liberia,  Myanmar. 
Pakistan,  Afghanistan,  Sudan,  West  Timor, 
and  the  Russian  federation  and  others, 
where  "ethnic  cleansing,"  deportations,  ty- 
rannical rulers,  religious  intolerance,  war 
and  civil  unrest  scar  the  lives  of  millions 
and  have  resulted  in  despicable  acts  of  mur- 
der and  genocide;  and 

Whereas,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
grieves  over  this  violence; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  be  in  ministry  to  our 
grieving  communities.  Our  congregations 
shall  include  avenues  for  young  people  to 
share  joys,  concerns,  fears  and  aspirations 
in  a  violence-free  environment.  Our  Coun- 
cil of  Bishops  shall  express  a  voice  of  hope 
for  our  nation,  working  with  members  of 
congress,  the  president,  and  state  govern- 
ments to  support  fiinding  for  programming 
that  gives  youth  alternatives  to  violence  and 
criminal  activity; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  United  Meth- 
odist congregations,  youth  and  campus 
ministries  and  church  agencies  promote  op- 
portunities where  we  may  be  a  witness  to  a 
grieving  nation,  helping  to  heal  wounds  of 
violence  in  our  communities,  witnessing 
through  work  groups.  Bible  studies,  com- 
munity outreach,  prayer  and  involvement  in 
ecumenical  and  interfaith  groups  and  coali- 
tions; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  lead- 
ers of  our  pan-Methodist  family  express  a 
voice  of  hope  for  those  who  suffer  from  vio- 
lence throughout  the  world  community,  and 
that  the  bishops  act  as  beacons  of  light, 
working  with  the  United  Nations  and  lead- 
ers of  national  states  to  bnng  about  more 
peace  andjustice  in  our  global  community; 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  we  as  United 
Methodists  and  individuals  within  the 
global  community  seek  to  reconcile  the  vio- 
lence found  within  our  own  hearts,  seek  for- 
giveness for  the  injustices  we  ourselves 
have  committed  to  each  other,  our  friends 
and  family,  and  the  larger  community. 
Whether  it  be  our  actions  or  our  thoughts, 
our  words  or  our  deeds,  our  voice  or  our  si- 
lence, if  wc  have  done  wrong,  we  seek  for- 
giveness. We  pray  for  mercy  as  we  seek  to 
walk  more  humbly  with  our  God,  with  our 


fam i  1  ies  and  friends,  with  our  communities, 
and  with  ourselves; 

Be  it  fiirrher  resolved  that  we  United 
Methodists  express  our  grief  for  the  broken 
covenants  of  the  church,  both  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  church  universal; 
we  define  a  broken  covenant  as  being  ac- 
tions that  wc  may  have  committed  in  the 
name  of  faith  that  have  locked  persons  out 
of  relationships  with  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
church,  whether  it  be  because  of  differ- 
ences, prejudices,  or  through  ignorance.  We 
seek  forgiveness  for  acts  of  violence  com- 
mitted in  the  name  of  faith. 

We  accept  the  call  of  our  living  God  as 
presented  in  Scripture,  in  Micah  6:8,  where 
God's  requirements  are  presented:  "He  has 
shown  you,  O  man,  what  is  good.  And  what 
does  the  Lord  require  of  you?  To  do  justly, 
and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
your  God."  As  we  grieve  we  know  that  Je- 
sus Christ  calls  us  to  rise  up  and  to  minister 
to  a  broken  community  that  it  may  heal  and 
that  we  may  one  day  live  in  a  community 
free  from  violence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1267  -R620 

Subject:  In  support  of  self 

determination  & 

nonintervention 

Committee  Item:  CS145-R620-C 
Petition: 

30523-CS-R620-U,  Pg.  150 
Membership:  120;  Present:  66; 
For:  6 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1268-R464 

Subject:  Products  made  with 

sweatshop  labor 

Committee  Item:  CS146-R464-A 
Petition: 

31812-CS-R464-U,  Pg.  1267 
Membership:  120;  Present:  79; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

31812  CSR464U  Amend  "Pol- 
icy and  Implementation  of  Policy," 
p.  464  Book  of  Resolutions  by  aad- 
mg  a  two  new  subparagraphs  after 
IBl(d): 

first  new  subparagraph  after 
IBl(d): 
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Work  to  assure  that  companies 
that  manufacture  or  purchase 
through  sub-contracting  do  not 
purchase  products  made  with 
sweatshop  or  forced  labor. 

Second  new  subparagraph  after 
IBl(d) 

I.B.l.(c)  Manufacture,  or  purchase 
through  subcontracting,  a  significant 
amount  of  products  made  with  sweat- 
shop or  forced  labor. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1269  -NonDis 

Subject:  Develop  Resources  for 
Discussion  on  aU  Theories  of 
Creation  and  Evolution 

Committee  Item: 
CS147-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31750-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  101 
Membership:  120;  Present:  84; 
For:  68;  Against:  9;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Whereas.  Darwin's  theory  of  evolution  is 
still  being  published  in  our  nation's  text- 
books as  the  authentic  end  only  approach  to 
the  origin  of  life;  ond 

Whereos.    this    theory    standing    alone 
teaches  thot  time,  chance  and  natural  seleo 
tion  account  for  oil  things  thot  exist  to  the 
total  exclusion  of  a  creator  God;  and 

Whereas,  today  Dorwin  and  his  theories 
hove  been  discounted  in  the  fields  of  biol 
ogy.  genetics,  botany,  chemistry,  geology, 
OHtronomy.  physics,  paleontology,  archac 
ology.  mothcmatics  and  other  related  fields; 

Whereas,  each  new  day  brings  new  cvi 
dence  of  the  closer  relationship  of  scientific 
fact  and  a  creotcd  order;  and 

Whereas,  as  Christians  me  must  not  over 
look  the  impact  of  teaching  only  evolution 
to  our  children;  and 

Whereos.  these  children,  our  hope  for  the 
future,  deserve  the  intellectual  challenge  of 
reviewing  the  scientific  facts  on  both  sides 
of  the  issue,  equolly  presented,  so  that  they 
con  moke  informed  decisions  based  on 
logic,  reason  ond  doto  ond  not  on  heresy, 
conjecture  or  speculation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  thot  the  2000 
Generol  Conference  direct  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  to  being  meaningful 
consultotion  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to 
our  schools  textbooks  which  present  both 
evolution  and  creation,  with  all  scientific 
fouls  available,  in  on  otmospherc  of  equal 
emphasis  ond  instruction. 


Be  it  resolved: 

The  2000  General  Conference  direct 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  working 
within  its  own  structure,  to  develop  study 
materials  for  all  levels  of  the  church 
which  will  bring  all  the  theories  of  evolu- 
tion and  creation  to  the  churches  in  a 
manner  which  will  compare  emerging 
areas  of  compatibility  and  areas  yet  un- 
resolved in  a  reconciling  approach  to  the 
relationship  involved. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1270  -NonDis 

Subject:  Adopt  services  for  the 

ordering  of  ministry  in  the  UMC 

Committee  Item: 
DI112-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30420-DI-NonDis-O,  Pg.  300 
Membership:  109;  Present:  89; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Whereas,  the  1996  General  Conference 
adopted  changes  to  the  ordering  of  ministry 
that  required  adaptation  of  the  church's  of- 
ficial services  for  ordering  ministry  pub- 
lished in  The  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Worship  {\992);dinA 

Whereas,  the  General  Conference  re- 
ferred the  work  of  revision  to  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  consultation  with 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  and  the  Council  of  Bishops;  and 

Whereas,  there  continue  to  be  a  number 
of  people  who  began  the  process  toward 
consecration  or  ordination  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  1 992  Discipline  and  there  are 
now  many  people  in  the  process  toward 
commissioning  or  ordination  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  \996  Discipline, 

We,  therefore,  petition  the  2000  General 
Conference  to  adopt  Services  for  the  Order- 
ing of  Ministry  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  found  on  pages  239  to  277  of  the 
Advance  Edition  of  the  Daily  Christian  Ad- 
vocate, Volume  1 ,  Section  I ,  with  the  fol- 
lowing changes  as  a  resource  for  use  by  the 
bishops  and  annual  conferences  during  the 
2001-2004  quadrennium: 

Page  240,  Column  2,  beginning  with  line 
II 

As  ordained  ministers, 

you  are  to  be  coworkers 
with  the  laity,  bishops,  dea- 
cons, diaconal  ministers, 
commissioned  ministers, 
and  elders. 


and  oil  of  the  foithful. 

Remember  that  you  are  called 

to  serve  rather  than  to  be  served, 

to  proclaim  the  faith  of  the  Church  and 
no  other, 

to  look  afler  the  concerns  of  God  above 
all. 

Page  240,  Column  2,  after  line  #40  add 
the  following  lines: 

Will  you  do  your  best  to  pattern  your  life 

in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of 
Christ? 

I  will,  with  the  help  of  God. 

Will  you,  in  the  exercise  of  \ 


I  you,  in  the  exercise  ot  your  minis- 


ny. 


lead  the  people  of  God 

to  participate  in  the  life  and  work  of  the 

community. 

and  to  seek  peace  Justice,  and  freedom 
for  all  people'^ 

I  will,  with  the  help  of  God. 

Page  241,  Column  1,  beginning  at  line 
12 

The  people  stand  and  sing  the  ancicHl  or 
dinalion  hymn  "O  Holy  Spirit,  By  Whose 

Breath.  "  The  suggested  tunc  is  HAM- 
BURG LM.  As  an  alternative,  "Come  Holy 

Ghost,  Our  Souls  Inspire"  (UMH  651) 
may  he  said  or  sung  an  ordination  hymn  or 
hymn 

in  praise  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

1.  O  Holy  Spirit,  by  whose  breath  life 
rises  vibrant  out  of  dcoth; 

come  to  create,  renew,  inspire;  come, 
kindle  in  our  hearts  your  fire. 

2.  You  arc  the  seeker's  sure  resource,  of 
burning  love  the  living  source, 

protector  in  the  midst  of  strife,  the  giver 
and  the  Lord  of  life. 

3.  In  you  God's  energy  is  shown,  to  us 
your  voried  gifts  mode  known. 

Teach  us  to  speak,  tcoch  us  to  hcor;  yours 
is  the  tongue  and  yours  the  ear. 

4.  Flood  our  dull  senses  with  your  light, 
in  mutuol  love  our  hearts  unite. 

Your  power  the  whole  creotion  fills;  con 
firm  our  weak,  uncertain  wills. 

5.  From  inner  strife  grant  us  relief;  turn 
notions  to  the  woys  of  pcooe. 

To  fuller  life  your  people  bring  thot  as 
one  body  we  moy  sing: 

6.  Praise  to  the  Father.  Christ  his  Word, 
and  to  the  Spirit:  God  the  Lord, 

to  whom  oil  honor,  glory  be  both  now 
and  for  eternity. 


Il 
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Page  242,  Column  I,  last  line 

Name,  take  authonty  as  a  deacon 

to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God, 

and  to  lead  God's  people  to  serve  the 
world. 

in  thp  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son, 

and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Page  243.  Column  2.  beginning  at  line 
28 

Name,  take  authority  as  an  elder 

to  preach  the  Word  of  God. 

and  to  administer  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments. 

in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son, 

and  nf  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Page  248.  Column  2.  begiiming  at  line 
17 

As  consecrated  and  ordained  minis- 
ters, 

you  are  to  be  coworkers  with  theJaity, 
bishops, 

deacons,  diaconal  ministers,  commis- 
sioned 

mmisters,  and  elders. 

and  all  of  the  faithful. 

Page  249,  Column  1.  after  hne  5  add 

Will  you  do  your  best  to  pattern  your 

life 

in  arrnrrianre  with  the  teaching!;  of 

Clmsl2 

1  will,  with  the  help  of  God- 
Will  you,  in  the  exercise  nf  yniir  minis- 

lead  the  people  of  CjoA 
tn  faith  injesii?;  Christ, 
to  participate  in  the  life  and  work  of  the 

communiiy. 

and  tn  seek  peace,  justice,  and  freedom 
for  all  people? 

I  will,  with  the  help  of  God. 

Page  250.  Column  1.  beginning  with 
hne  24 

Name,  take  a  authority  as  a  diaconal 
minister 

to  teach  the  Word, 

to  practice  justice, 

and  to  serve  God's  people. 

in  the  name  nf  the  Father   and  nf  the 

Sou 

and  nf  the  Hnly  Spint 

Page  251,  Column  2.  beginning  with 
line  18 

Name,  take  authority  as  a  deacon 


to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God. 

and  to  lead  God's  people  to  serve  the 
world, 

in  the  name  nf  the  Father,  and  nf  the 
-Son, 

and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Page  252,  Column  2,  beginning  with 
line  47 

Name,  take  authority  as  an  elder 

to  preach  the  Word  of  God, 

and  to  administer  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments, 

in  the  name  nf  the  Father,  and  nf  the 

Son. 

and  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Page  256,  Column  1,  following  line  12 
add 

Will  you  do  your  best  to  pattern  your 
ilk 

in  arrnrdance  with  the  teachings  nf 
Christ? 

T  will,  with  the  help  of  God- 
Will  you,  in  the  exercise  nf  ynur  minis- 

lead  the  people  of  God 

to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 

to  participate  in  the  life  and  work  nf  the 
rnmmiinity, 

and  to  seek  peace,  justice,  and  freedom 
for  all  people? 

I  will,  with  the  help  of  God- 

Page  256,  Column  2,  beginning  with 
line  12 

The  people  stand  and  sing  the  ancient  or 
dination  hymn  "0  Hdy  Spirit,  By  Whose 
Breath. " — The  suggested  tune  is  HAM 
BURG  LM.  As  an  alternative,  "Come  Holy 

Ghost,  Our  Souls  Inspire"  (UMH  651} 
may  tw  aaid  or  sunp  an  ordination  hymn  or 
hymn  in  praL<:e  qfthe  Holy  Spirit. 

1-  0  Holy  Spirit,  by  whooc  breath  life 
rises  vibrant  out  of  death; 

come  to  create,  renew,  inspire!  come, 
kindle  ui  our  hearts  your  6rc. 

3.  You  arc  the  oookor's  sure  rooouroe, 
of  burning  love  the  living  oourcc. 

protector  in  the  midst  of  strife,  the 
giver  and  the  Lord  of  life. 

3-  In  you  God's  energy  is  shown,  to  us 
your  varied  gifts  made  known. 

Tcoch  us  to  spcnk.  tcoch  us  to  hearj 
yours  is  the  tongue  and  yours  the  ear. 


4.  Flood  our  dull  senses  with  your  light, 
in  mutual  love  our  hearts  unitc. 

Your  power  the  whok  creation  fillsj 
confirm  our  weak,  uncertain  wills. 

6.  From  inner  strife  grant  us  relief;  turn 
nations  to  the  ways  of  pcacc- 

To  fuller  life  your  people  bring  that  as 
one  body  we  may  sing: 

6.  Praise  to  the  Father,  Christ  his 
Word,  and  to  the  Spirit:  God  the  Lord. 

to  whom  all  honor,  glory  be  both  now 
and  for  eternity. 

Page  2S7,  Column  I ,  beginning  with  line 
35 

Name,  take  authority  as  a  deacon 

to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God, 

and  to  lead  God's  people  to  serve  the 
world, 

in  the  name  nf  the  Father,  and  nf  the 
Son, 

and  nf  the  Hnly  Spirit. 

Page  257,  Column  2,  beginning  with 
hne  8 

Name,  take  authority  as  a  deacon 

to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God. 

and  to  lead  God's  people  to  serve  the 
world. 

in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son, 

and  of  the  Holy  Spint. 

Page  261,  Column  1,  after  line  12 
Will  you  do  your  best  tn  pattern  ynur 

Ilk 

in  arrnrdanre  with  the  teachings  nf 

Chnstl 

I  will,  with  the  help  of  ChxI- 

Will  ynu,  in  the  exercise  nf  ynur  minis- 
tlJU 

lead  the  penple  of  Gnd 
tn  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
tn  participate  in  the  life  and  wnrk  nf  the 

community, 

and  tn  seek  peare,  justice,  and  freednm 
for  all  people? 

1  will,  with  the  help  nf  Cod. 

Page  261,  Column  1,  beginning  with 
hne  39 
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The  people  stand  and  sing  the  ancient  or 
dination  hymn  "0  Holy  Spirit,  By  Whose 

Breath. "  The  suggested  tune  is  HAM 
BURG  LM.  As  an  altematiw.  "Come  Holy 

Ghost,  Our  Souls  Inspire"  (UMH  651) 
may  hp  said  <>r  sun^  an  ordination  hymn  or 
hytnn 

in  prai.<;e  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

1.  0  Holy  Spirit,  by  whooo  breath  life 
risoD  vibrant  out  of  death; 

come  to  create,  renew,  inspire;  come, 
kindle  in  our  hearts  your  fire. 

2.  You  arc  the  oeckor's  sure  rcoource, 
of  burning  love  the  living  source, 

protector  in  the  midst  of  strife,  the 
giver  and  the  Lord  of  life. 

3.  In  you  God's  energy  is  shown,  to  us 
your  varied  gifts  made  known. 

Teach  us  to  speak,  teach  us  to  hear; 
yours  is  the  tongue  and  yours  the  ear. 

4.  Flood  our  dull  senses  wth  your  light, 
in  mutual  love  our  hearts  unite. 

Your  power  the  whole  creation  fills; 
confirm  our  weak,  uncertain  wills. 

5.  From  inner  strife  grant  us  relief;  turn 
nations  to  the  ways  of  peace. 

To  fuller  life  your  people  bring  that  as 
one  body  we  may  sing: 

6.  Praise  to  the  Father,  Christ  his 
Word,  and  to  the  Spirit:  God  the  Lord, 

to  whom  all  honor,  glory  be  both  now 
and  for  eternity. 

Page  262,  Column  2,  beginning  with  line 
29 

Name,  take  authority  as  an  elder 
to  preach  the  Word  of  God, 

and  to  administer  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments, 

in  thp  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son, 

and  of  the  Holv  Spint. 

Page  270,  Column  1,  last  line 
Gracious  God,  with  the  power  of  your 
Holy  Spirit, 

send  Name  to  lead  and  equip  your  peo- 
ple for  ministry. 

May  he/she  be  a  faithful  servant  leader 
among  the  people. 


to  lead  the  church  in  service 

to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God  Your 
Word, 

and  equip  others  for  ministry, 

in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Amen. 

Page  274,  Column  2,  beginning  with 
line  11 

Strong  Word  of  God,  by  whom  the 
world  was  created, 

in  whom  the  world  is  redeemed, 

bless  these  your  servants. 

May  these  heralds  bear  the  good  news, 

that  your  saving  way  grace  may  be 
known  in  every  place  and  time, 

in  every  land  and  to  every  people, 

for  your  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
world.  Amen. 

Page  275,  Column  1,  beginning  with 
line  19 

Almighty  God,  whose  Word  is  truth, 
in  the  keeping  of  which  is  eternal  life: 
We  thank  you  for  these  persons, 

whom  we  set  aside  apart  in  your  name 
as  local  pastors. 

Prepare  them  in  body,  mind,  and  spirit 
for  their  task, 

and  continue  them  in  your  grace, 

that  they  may  increase  and  bless  your 
church 

through  their  labors; 

through  Jesus  Christ  our  Savior. 
Amen. 

Page  275,  Column  2,  beginning  with 
line  22 

By  God's  grace  we  are  called  into 
ministry. 

In  God's  strength  we  will  go  where 
we  are  sent  and  called. 

With  God's  help,  we  will  strive  to 
be  faithful,  loyal  servants  of  Christ. 

Page  275,  Column  2,  beginning  with 
line  37 

We  joyfully  reaffirm  our  faith  in 
Christ 

and  our  commitment  to  the  minis- 
try of  his  church. 

We  will  receive  these  persons  as 
servants  among  us, 

and  we  will  support  them  in  their 
niir  .'jhared  ministries. 


We  also  petition  the  2000  General  Con- 
ference to  direct  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  further  revise  these  ser- 
vices to  conform  to  the  2000  legislation 
and  to  present  them  for  adoption  by  the 
2004  General  Conference. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1271  -NonDis 

Subject:  Ministerial  Pension 

Plan  retirement  benefits 

Committee  Item:  FA77-NonDis-A 

Petition: 

30253-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  455 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended; 

Amend  by  substitution  to  Petition  Num- 
ber 30253.  Replace  the  language  as  follows: 

Effective  January  1 ,  2002,  amend  section 
E.02b  of  Supplement  One  to  read: 

On  or  after  the  Early  Retirement  Date, 
and  upon  application,  a  Participant  shall  re- 
ceive a  monthly  retirement  benefit  equal  to 
the  sum  of  such  Participant's  Service  Annu- 
ity and,  if  any,  the  Personal  Contributions 
Annuity.  However,  if  the  Participant  re- 
tires on  his/her  Late  Retirement  Date,  oc- 
curring on  or  after  January  1,  2002, 
his/her  beneflt  shall  be  actuarially  ad- 
justed to  reflect  the  delay  in  retirement 
date.  The  actuarial  adjustment  shall  be 
determined  pursuant  to  procedures  de- 
veloped by  the  Administrator.  If  the  Par- 
ticipant is  married  at  the  time  of  retirement 
and  the  marriage  took  place  prior  to  the  ces- 
sation of  service  rendered  by  the  Participant 
while  Under  Episcopal  Appointment,  the 
form  of  the  annuity  shall  be  a  life  annuity 
with  70%  (75%  or  100%  if  elected  by  the 
applicable  Conference  and  so  set  forth  in 
the  Adoption  Agreement)  payable  to  the 
Contingent  Annuitant.  The  Participant  shall 
be  the  primary  annuitant  and  the  spouse 
shall  be  the  Contingent  Annuitant.  If  the 
Participant  is  not  married  at  the  time  of  re- 
tirement or  if  the  Participant's  marriage 
took  place  after  he/she  ceased  serving  Un- 
der Episcopal  Appointment,  the  form  of  the 
annuity  shall  be  a  single-life  annuity. 

1 )  The  first  payment  of  the  monthly  re- 
tirement benefit  shall  be  due  as  of  the  first 
day  of  the  month  following  the  month  in 
which  retirement  occurs  or  application  for 
the  pension  is  made,  whichever  is  later. 

2)  Notwithstanding  this  provision,  an  _ 
Annual  Conference  may  designate  the  date  ; 
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of  first  pa>inent  to  be  the  first  day  of  the 
month  in  which  the  retirement  takes  place. 

I  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcufrence  Date  / 


1272  -NonDis 

Subject:  Commend  and  affirm 

commitment  to  rural  chaplains 

Committee  Item: 
HE214-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

3169i-HE-NonDis-0,  Pg.  1032 
Membership:  108;  Present:  65; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I )  ConcuiTcnce  |  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


1273  -NonDis 
Subject:  Make  available  to 
clerp  families  spousal  rights 
durmg  a  marital 
separation/divorce 
Committee  Item: 
HE240-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31722-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1033 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Delete  "will"  and  insert  "be  encouraged 
to"  after  Annual  Conference 

I  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrcnce  Date    / 


1274 -NonDis 

Subject:  Annual  conferences' 

responsibility  in  eradicating 

racism 

Committee  Item:  IC56-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31779-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1421 
Membership:  73;  Present:  72; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

Committee  recommends  concurrence  as 
amended  :Changeto  Petition  3779  IC 
NonDis  O 

Page  1422,  add  the  following  words  to 
the  last  paragraph  af^er  the  words  Religion 
and  Race:  ,"or  other  conference 

structure  dealing  with  those 
resposibilities"  to  the  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


1275  -NonDis 

Subject:  Continue  membership 

in  COCU 

Committee  Item:  IC57-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31373-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  95 
Membership:  73;  Present:  72; 
For:  69;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1276 -NonDis 
Subject:  Steps  toward 
wholeness:  learning  and 
repentance 

Committee  Item:  IC63-NonDis-C 


Petition: 

30803-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1399 
Membership:  73;  Present:  71; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1277  -Rl 

Subject:  Yom  HaShoah:  the 
holocaust  remembered 

Committee  Item:  IC68-R1-C 
Petition: 

30534-IC-Rl-U,  Pg.  1396 
Membership:  73;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1278  -Rl 

Subject:  Ecumenical  dialogues 
on  native  spiritualitv 

Committee  Item:  IC8I-R1-C 
Petition: 

30106-IC-Rl-U,Pg.45 
Membership:  73;  Present:  56; 
For:  54;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


Consent  Calendar  COS 


1279-2201.b 

Subject:  Provisional  Annual 

Conference 

Committee  Item:  CCI3-2201.b-R 
Petition: 

30199-CC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1 149 
Membership:  39;  Present:  16; 
For:  1 6;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
the  Africa  Central  Conference. 

1  )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


1280 -NonDis 

Subject:  Three  new  Episcopal 

Areas  add  to  the  Philippines 

Committee  Item:  CC14-NonDis-R 

Petition: 

31991-CC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1886 
Membership:  39;  Present:  17; 
For:  15;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/1 

The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
the  College  of  Bishops  in  the  Philippines 
and  the  Central  Conference. 


(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1281  -2201.1 

Subject:  Provisional  Annual 
Conference 

Committee  Item:  CCl  5-220 1.1-R 
Petition: 

31974-CC-2201.1-D,Pg.  1886 
Membership:  39;  Present:  17; 
For:  16;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/1 
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The  Committee  recommends  referral  to 
the  Africa  Central  Conference. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1282  -510.2 

Subject:  Eight-year  expiration 
for  resolutions 

Committee  Item:  CO107-510.2-N 
Petition: 

31518-CO-510.2-D,  Pg.  172 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  78;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1283  -R145 

Subject:  Understanding  living 

and  dying 

Committee  Item:  CS148-R145-N 
Petition: 

31343-CS-RI45-U,  Pg.  112 
Membership:  120;  Present:  74; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1284-NonDis 
Subject:  UMC  endorse 
Am.Health  Security  Act  of  1995 
to  allow  freedom  to  choose 
health  care  provider 
Committee  Item: 
CS149-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30481-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  868 
Membership:  120;  Present:  75; 
For:  74;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1285-1207.2 

Subject:  To  include  at  least  one 

ethnic  youth  on  NMYO  steering 

committee 

Committee  Item:  DIl  13-1207.2-N 
Petition: 

30959-DI-I207.2-D,  Pg.  293 
Membership:  109;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/3 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1286  -NonDis 

Subject:  Extend  a  quadrennium 

the  pension  build-up  of  P.R. 

Metnodist  pastors  participating 

as  of  12/31^2 

Committee  Item:  FA72-NonDis-N 

Petition: 

31206-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  460 
Membership:  97;  Present:  75; 
For:  71;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1287  -806 

Subject:  Regarding  funding  for 
abortion  rignts  groups 

Committee  Item:  FA130-806-N 
Petition: 

31871-FA-806-D,Pg.  1295 
Membership:  97;  Present:  61; 
For:  54;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1288  -NonDis 

Subject:  Give  institutions  and 
agencies  of  UMC  freedom  to 
pursue  creative  "self-funding" 
ventures 
Committee  Item: 
FA190-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

3I835-FA-NonDis-0,  Pg.  1329 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  8 1 ;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1289  -825 

Subject:  Jurisdictional  episcopal 
budget  distributed  to  each  A.C. 
and  each  A.C.  apportion  to  each 
church 

Committee  Item:  FA197-825-N 
Petition: 

30060-FA-825-D$,  Pg.  724 
Membership:  97;  Present:  71; 


For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1290  -66 

Subject:  We  abhor  all  violence 
esp.  that  inflicted  on  folks 
because  of  ethnic,  religious, 
sexual/gender  diff. 

Committee  Item:  FO105-66-N 
Petition: 

30225-FO-66-D,  Pg.  506 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  104; 
For:  102;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1291  -65  D 

Subject:  Remarriage  while 
ex-spouse  is  living  is 
incompatible  w/Christian 
teaching 

Committee  Item:  FO110-65.D-N 
Petition: 

31057-FO-65.D-D,Pg.  492 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  105; 
For:  96;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1292  -65.C 

Subject:  Ceremonies  that  marry 
divorced  person  to  another 
while  ex-spouse  alive  are 
forbidden  in  UMC 

Committee  Item:  FOl  1 1-65.C-N 
Petition: 

31058-FO-65.C-D,  Pg.492 
Membership:  116;  Present:  106; 
For:  1 00;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1293  -NonDis 

Subject:  Opposition  to  dilation 

and  extraction  aka  partial  birth 

abortion 

Committee  Item: 

F0114-NonDis-N 

Petitions: 
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301  I4-FO-NonDis-0,  Pg.  528; 

30127-FO-65.J-D,  Pe.487; 

31082-FO-NonDis-O.  Pg.  544; 

31984-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  1888; 

31985-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  1889 
Membership:  116;  Present:  110; 
For;  109;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1294-65.J 

Subject:  Adoption  instead  of 
abortion  for  unwanted 
pregnancies 

Committee  Item:  FOl  16-65.J-N 
Petition: 

30102-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  487 
Membership:  116;  Present:  106; 
For:  105;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1295-65.J 

Subject:  Limit  conditions  for 
abortion 

Comminee  Item:  FOl  18-65.J-N 
Petitions: 

30008-FO-65.J-D,Pg.  501; 

30021-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  486; 

30201-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  501; 

30204-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  489; 

30241-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.490; 

30270-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  1280; 

30287-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  501; 

30615-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  491; 

31059-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.492; 

31076-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  502; 

31077-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  502; 

31078-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  503; 

31079-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  505; 

31080-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  503; 

31081-FO-65.J-D,  Pr.  1826; 

31083-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1826; 

31088-FO-66-D,  Pg.  507; 

31092-FO-65.J-D,Pk.  503; 

31355-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  546; 

31359-FO-R126-U,  Pg.557; 

31390-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  503; 

31656-FO-65-D,  Pg.  485; 

31657-FO-65-D,  Pg.  485; 

31658-FO-65-D,  Pg.  485; 

31659-FO-65-D,  Pg.  486; 

31660-FO-65-D,  Pg.  486; 

31680-FO-68-D,  Pg.  515; 

31701-FO-R126.U-5,  Pg.557; 

31735-FO-NonDis-OS,Pg.  100; 

31836-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1291; 

31959-FO-65-D,  Pg.  1658; 


31992-FO-65-D,  Pg.  1888 
Membership:  116;  Present:  106; 
For:  105;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Due  I 


1296  -NonDis 

Subject:  Support  the  Book  of 

Discipline 

Committee  Item: 
GJ103-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
30266-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  774 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  68;  Against:  1 0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1297  -2627 
Subject:  Trial 
procedures — fundamental 
principles  for  trials 

Committee  Item:  GJ110-2627-N 
Petitions: 

30118-GJ-2627.1-D,Pg.  765; 

30393-GJ-2627.1-D,  Pg.  766; 

30394-GJ-2627.1-D,  Pg.  766; 

30395-GJ-2627.3-D,  Pg.  767; 

30396-GJ-2627.4-D,  Pg.  767; 

30397-GJ-2627.4-D,  Pg.  767; 

30398-GJ-2627.4-D,Pg.  1751; 

30718-GJ-2627-D,  Pg.753; 

30874-GJ-2627-D,  Pg.  766; 

30984-GJ-2627.1-D,Pg.  766; 

30985-GJ-2627.2-D,  Pg.  765; 

30986-GJ-2627.1-D,  Pg.  766; 

30987-GJ-2627.3-D,  Pg.  767; 

31715-GJ-2627.1-D,  Pg.  765; 

31858-GJ-2627.3-D,  Pg.  1338; 

31860-GJ-2627.1-D,  Pg.  1338 
Membership:  92;  Present:  69; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  ConcurrerKC  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1298  -2626 

Subject:  Procedures  for  referral 

and  investigation  of  a  judicial 

complaint 

Comminee  Item:  GJl  1 1-2626-N 
Petitions: 

30389-GJ-2626.3-D,  Pg.  753; 

30464-GJ-2626.3-D,  Pg.  752; 

30678-GJ-2626.1-D,  Pg.  752; 


30719-GJ-2626-D,  Pg.  743; 

30873-GJ-2626.2-D,  Pg.  752; 

3098  l-GJ-2626-D,Pg.  751; 

30982-GJ-2626-D,  Pg.  751; 

30983-GJ-2626.3-D,  Pg.  753; 

31029-GJ-2626.3-D,  Pg.  752; 

31603-GJ-2626-D,  Pg.752; 

31856-GJ-2626.3-D,Pg.  1338; 

31857-GJ-2626,6-D,  Pg.  1338 
Membership:  92;  Present:  69; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1299  -2625 

Subject:  Charges — statute  of 

limitations,  time  of  offense,  form 

of  charge,  amendments  to  bill  of 

charges 

Committee  Item:  GJl  12-2625-N 

Petitions: 

30720-GJ-2625-D,  Pg.  743; 

31855-GJ-2625-D,  Pg.  1338 
Membership:  92;  Present:  69; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1300  -2624 

Subject:  Chargeable  offenses 

and  the  statute  of  limitations 

Committee  Item:  GJl  13-2624-N 
Petitions: 

30013-GJ-2624.1-D,  Pg.  741; 

30642-GJ-2624.1-D,  Pg.  743; 

30655-GJ-2624.1-D,Pg.740; 

3072  l-GJ-2624-D,Pg.  740; 

30731-GJ-2624-D,  Pg.  741; 

30797-GJ-2624-D,  Pg.  741; 

30980-GJ-2624.1-D,  Pg.  743; 

31600-GJ-2624-D,  Pg.741; 

31602-GJ-2624.1-D,Pg.  742; 

31854-GJ-2624-D,  Pg.  1337; 

31939-GJ-2624.4-D,Pg.  1658 
Membership:  92;  Present:  69; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1301  -2623 

Subject:  The  judicial  process 
terminates  at  the  end  of  any 
appeal  or  right  of  appeal 

Committee  Item:  GJl  I4-2623-N 
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Petitions: 

30722-GJ-2623-D,  Pg.  735; 

30796-GJ-2623-D,  Pg.  736; 

31601-GJ-2623-D,  Pg.  739; 

31853-GJ-2623-D,Pg.  1338 
Membership:  92;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1302  -4 

Subject:  Make  constitution 
consistent  with  theology  in  the 
baptism  of  young  children 

Committee  Item:  GJl  15-4-N 
Petitions: 

30111-GJ-4-C,Pg.  707; 

30177-GJ-4-C,Pg.  705; 

30200-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  1816; 

30212-GJ-4-C,Pg.  773; 

30300-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  705; 

30807-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  706; 

31040-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  706; 

31042-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  706; 

31607-GJ-4-C,Pg.  707; 

31608-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  707; 

31609-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  707; 

31795-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  1333 
Membership:  92;  Present:  62; 
For:  59;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1303  -4 

Subject:  UMC  seek  to  eliminate 
racism  in  every  facet  of  its  life 
and  society  at  large 

Committee  Item:  GJl  I6-4-N 
Petition: 

30727-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  706 
Membership:  92;  Present:  61; 
For:  6 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1304  -266-$ 

Subject:  Laity  Day  Offering 

Committee  Item:  GJ120-266-N$ 
Petition: 

31971-GJ-266-D$,  Pg.  1892 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  55;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1305  -NonDis 
Subject:  Justice  denied  in 
Vieques,  Puerto  Rico 

Committee  Item: 
GM80-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30532-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  60 
Membership:  113;  Present:  75; 
For:  75;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1306  -NonDis 

Subject:  Ending  Puerto  Rico's 
colonial  status 

Committee  Item: 
GM81-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30529-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  52 
Membership:  113;  Present:  75; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1307-351.1 

Subject:  Clergy  on  involuntary 
leave  won't  be  eligible  for  any 
agency  membership 

Committee  Item:  HE165-351.I-N 
Petition: 

30574-HE-351.1-D,Pg.  952 
Membership:  108;  Present:  103; 
For:  1 00;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1308  -412 

Subject:  Nonre-elected 
C.C.bishops  return  to  original 
A.C.  as  traveling  elders 

Committee  Item:  HE206-412-N 
Petition: 

30054-HE-412-D,  Pg.  993 
Membership:  108;  Present:  62; 
For:  62;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1309  -NonDis 

Subject:  Bishops  give  dinner  for 

explaining  opportunity  for 

[»astors  to  work  with  civic  youth 
eaders 

Committee  Item: 
HE217-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31839-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1374 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1310  -NonDis 

Subject:  Simplifying  complaint 

process 

Committee  Item: 
HE2I8-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

3181 9-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1 37 1 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  93;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1311-331  1 

Subject:  Homosexual  unions 
may  be  performed  by  consenting 
pastors  when  2/3  of  charge  conf. 
vote  to  permit  it 

Committee  Item:  HE222-33I.I-N 
Petition: 

30907-HE-331.1-D,Pg.  1826 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  86;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1312-331.1 

Subject:  UM  clergy  are 

forbidden  to  conduct  same-sex 

unions 

Committee  Item:  HE226-331.I-N 
Petition: 

30l68-HE-331.1-D,Pg.  965 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  90;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
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Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currencc. 

(  )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1313  -1407.2 

Subject:  CC  board  members  of 
GBHEM  be  elected  by  Comm. 
on  Conf.  Affairs 
Committee  Item: 
HE228-1407.2-N 
Petition: 

31575-HE-1407.2-D,  Pg.  1010 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  90;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  1  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1314-1426.2 

Subject:  Course  of  Study  shall 
be  done  under  the  direction  of  a 
Regional  or  Extension  Course  of 
Study  School 
Committee  Item: 
HE233-1426.2-N 
Petition: 

30964-HE-1426.2-D,  Pg.  1015 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  94;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1315-659 

Subject:  DCOM  member  to  be 

C resent  at  candidates  interview 
V  PPR  or  SPRC 

Committee  Item:  HE234-659-N 
Petition: 

31109-HE-659-D,  Pg.  1008 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

1316-1426 

Subject:  GBHEM  section  of 
elders  shall  encourage  diversity 
to  include  charismatics  and 
evangelicals 

Committee  Item:  HE236-1426-N 
Petition: 
31022-HE-1426-D,  Pg.  1015 


Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Votmg:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1317-659 

Subject:  District  com.  on  ord. 
min.  include  6  clergy  and  at 
least  one  local  pastor  or  assoc. 
member 

Committee  Item:  HE237-659-N 
Petition: 

31108-HE-659-D,  Pg.  1008 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  88;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1318  -633.2 
Subject:  Candidates  for 
ordained  ministry  must 
subscribe  to  UM  doctrine 

Committee  Item:  HE239-633.2-N 
Petition: 

30229-HE-633.2-D,  Pg.  1007 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  89;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( 1  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1319  -562 

Subject:  Add  GBHEM  as 

additional  caretaker  for  mission 

work 

Committee  Item:  HE241-562-N 
Petition: 

30940-HE-562-D,  Pg.  173 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1320-315 

Subject:  Reinstate  transitional 
diaconate 

Committee  Item:  HE242-315-N 
Petitions: 

30999-HE-315-D,Pg.  1027; 

31462-HE-317.2-D,Pg.  956; 

31864-HE-1409.1-D,  Pg.  1369; 


31865-HE-1418.3-D,  Pg.  1369; 

31866-HE-1426-D,  Pg.  1369; 

31867-HE-1426-D,  Pg.  1369; 

31973-HE-2626.2-D,Pg.  1892 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  96;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1321  -315.9 

Subject:  Include  question  about 
five  VVesleyan  theological 
concepts  and  evangelical 
doctrines 

Committee  Item:  HE245-315.9-N 
Petition: 

31460-HE-315.9-D,  Pg.  954 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  ConcurreiKC  [  ]  NonconcurrerKe  Date  / 


1322-364.1 

Subject:  Remove  part-timers  as 

part  of  annual  conference 

Committee  Item:  HE247-364.1-N 
Petition: 

31032-HE-364.1-D,  Pg.  989 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  92;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1323  -358.2 

Subject:  Complainant  shall  have 
the  right  to  be  heard  by  BOM 
before  action  is  taken 

Committee  Item:  HE251-358.2-N 
Petitions: 

30116-HE-358.1-D,Pg.988; 

30304-HE-358.1-D,  Pg.  986; 

30669-HE-358.2-D,  Pg.  985; 

30921-HE-358.1-D,  Pg.  987; 

30922-HE-358.1-D,  Pg.  987; 

30923-HE-358.2-D,  Pg.  988; 

30924-HE-358.3-D,  Pg.  987; 

30925-HE-358.1-D,  Pg.  988; 

30926-HE-358-D.  Pg.1>86; 

31489-HE-358.1-D,Pg.  987; 

31905-HE-358-D.  Pg.  1364; 

31906-HE-358.1-D,Pg.  1364; 

31907-HE-358.2-D,  Pg.  1364; 

31908-HE-358-D,  Pg.  1365; 

31909-HE-358.3-D.  Pg.  1367; 
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31910-HE-358.3-D,  Pg.  1367 
Membership:  108;  Present:  96; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 


1324  -355.6 

Subject:  Retired  clergy  working 
in  general  agency  may  be 
appointed  to  it 

Committee  Item:  HE252-355.6-N 
Petitions: 

31485-HE-355.6-D,  Pg.  983; 

31486-HE-355.6-D,  Pg.  983 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuirence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 


1325  -355 

Subject:  Inactive  retired 

relationship  to  A.C. 

Committee  Item:  HE253-355-N 
Petition: 

3I005-HE-355-D,  Pg.  981 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1326-355  5 

Subject:  Retired  pastors  report 
to  charge  conf.  shall  become  a 
permanent  record 

Committee  Item:  HE254-355.5-N 
Petition: 

30918-HE-355.5-D,  Pg.  980 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  I  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1327  -355 

Subject:  Provide  a  right  of 
appeal  from  involuntary 
retirement  or  administrative 
location 

Committee  Item:  HE255-355-N 
Petitions: 
30051-HE-355.7-D,  Pg.  983; 


30251-HE-355.2-D,Pg.  983; 

30252-HE-355.2-D,  Pg.  984; 

31484-HE-355-D,  Pg.  982 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1328-355.1 

Subject:  Clergy  age  70  may  be 

appointed  conditionally 

Committee  Item:  HE258-355.1-N 
Petitions: 

30029-HE-355.1-D,  Pg.  981; 

30053-HE-355.1-D,  Pg.  1375; 

30294-HE-355.l-D,Pg.  982; 

30759-HE-355.1-D,  Pg.  982; 

30919-HE-355.1-D,  Pg.  982; 

31482-HE-355.1-D,  Pg.  982; 

31483-HE-355.1-D,  Pg.  982; 

31970-HE-355.1-D,  Pg.  1891 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1329  -NonDis 

Subject:  Set  up  study  team  to 
examine  the  elimination  of 
mandatory  retirement  age 

Committee  Item: 
HE260-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
30184-HE-NonDis-O,Pg.  1020 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1330  -355.2 
Subject:  Delete  entire 
paragraph  35S.2a 

Committee  Item:  HE261-355.2-N 
Petition: 

30250-HE-355.2-D,  Pg.  983 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  92;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1331  -355.6 

Subject:  Retired  clergy  may  be 
appointed  but  with  no  claim  on 
the  annual  conference 

Committee  Item:  HE262-355.6-N 
Petition: 

30030-HE-355.6-D,  Pg.  983 
Membership:  108;  Present:  92; 
For:  89;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1332  -0 

Subject:  Have  no  mandatorv 
retirement  age  listed  in  Book  of 
Discipline 

Committee  Item:  HE263-0-N 
Petition: 

30726-HE-O-D,  Pg.  1026 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  9 1 ;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1333  -R347 

Subject:  Pan  Methodist  unity 

Committee  Item:  IC58-R347-N 
Petition: 

30539-IC-R347-U,  Pg.  1397 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  73 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


i 


1334  -2402.3 

Subject:  Continue  membership 
in  WCC  and  pay  our  fair  share 
financially  as  per  2402.3 

Committee  Item:  IC59-2402.3-N 
Petition: 

31590-IC-2402.3-D,  Pg.  1420 
Membership:  73;  Present:  71; 
For:  70;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


fl 
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1335  -2402.1 
Subject:  Continue  UMC 
membership  in  COCU  per 
2402.1 

Committee  Item:  IC60-2402.1-N 
Petition: 

31588-IC-2402.1-D,  Pg.  1420 
Membership:  73;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1  1  Concurrence  [  j  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

1336  -R220 
Subject:  In  support  of 
continuing  membership  in  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union 

Committee  Item:  1C61-R220-N 
Petition: 

30536-IC-R220-U,  Pg.  1664 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1337  -NonDis 

Subject:  Re-evaluate  UMC 

support  of  COCU 

Committee  Item:  IC62-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30259-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  49 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  I  Concurrence  |  )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1338 -NonDis 

Subject:  UMC  withdraw  from 
National  Council  of  Churches 
by  12/31/00 

Committee  Item:  IC64-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30680-lC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  86 
Membership:  73;  Present:  72; 
For:  69;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  )  ConcurreiKC  (  |  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1339  -2402.2 

Subject:  Continue  membership 
in  NCCC  and  support  it 
w/money  as  per  1402.2 

Committee  Item:  IC65-2402.2-N 
Petition: 

31589-IC-2402.2-D,  Pg.  1420 
Membership:  73;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1340  2402 

Subject:  Responsible  relations 
with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches 

Committee  Item:  IC66-2402-N 
Petition: 

30969-IC-2402-D,  Pg.  1099 
Membership:  73;  Present:  72; 
For:  68;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

Tlie  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

1341  -2402 

Subject:  Financial  support  of 
ecumenical  organizations 

Committee  Item:  IC70-2402-N 
Petition: 

31442-IC-2402-D,  Pg.  1099 
Membership:  73;  Present:  70; 
For:  69;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1342  -1902 

Subject:  Commission  may 
appoint  task  force  and 
committees  as  it  deems 
necessary 

Committee  Item:  IC71-1902-N 
Petition: 

31429-IC-1902-D,  Pg.  1093 
Membership:  73;  Present:  68; 
For:  65;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  ( 1  Nonconcurrence  Due  I 


1343  -2400 

Subject:  Covenantal  or  conciiiar 
relationships 

Committee  Item:  IC72-2400-N 
Petition: 

30833-IC-2400-D,  Pg.  1419 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  72;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  ]  NorKoncurrence  Dale   / 


1344  -2008.7 
Subject:  Change  name  of 
Minority  Group 
Self-Determination  Fund 

Committee  Item:  IC74-2008.7-N 
Petition: 

31580-IC-2008.7-D,  Pg.  1094 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  73 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  NoncoiKunence  Date  / 


1345  -NonDis 

Subject:  Embracing  the  gift  of 

the  historic  episcopate 

Committee  Item:  IC78-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31770-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1421 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  67;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1346  -2400 

Subject:  UMC  become  an 
observer  in  National  Assoc,  of 
Evangelicals  and  World 
Evangelical  Fellowship 
Committee  Item:  IC80-2400-N 
Petition: 

30971-IC-2400-D,  Pg.  1420 
Membership:  73;  Present:  49; 
For:  49;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  1  Concurrence  |  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

1347  -NonDis 

Subject:  UMC  leave  COCU 
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Committee  Item:  IC82-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31754-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1644 
Membership:  73;  Present:  56; 
For:  54;  Against:  I;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1348  -NonDis 
Subject:  Support  UMM's 
position  supporting  Boy  Scout 
policy  excluding  homosexuals 

Committee  Item:  IC83-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31760-IC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  306 
Membership:  73;  Present:  58; 


For:  52;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dace  / 


1349-263.1 

Subject:  Adjust  the  method  of 

organizing  a  new  local  church 

Committee  Item:  LCI 5 1-263. 1-N 
Petition: 
31440-LC-263.1-D,  Pg.  1134 
Membership:  98;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1350  -NonDis 

Subject:  Every  church  set  up  a 

church  media  library  ministry 

Committee  Item: 
LC153-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31848-LC-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1428 
Membership:  98;  Present:  19; 
For:  1 9;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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1351  -NonDis-! 
Subject:  Establish  an 
Evangelical  Missionary 
Conference  in  Western 
Jurisdiction 
Committee  Item: 
CO104-NonDis-N! 
Petition: 
31279-CO-NonDis-0!,Pg.  1 34 1 

Membership:  89;  Present:  80; 
For:  47;  Against:  28;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1352  -510.2 

Subject:  Resolution  life  shall  be 
eight  years  rather  than  twelve 

Committee  Item:  CO108-510.2-C 
Petition: 
30939-CO-510.2-D,  Pg.  172 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  55;  Against:  18;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 
The   Committee  recommends  concur- 


J  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1353  -NonDis 

Subject:  GBCS  and  Women's 
Division  alert  constuencies  re 
crisis  in  reproductive  and 
end-of-life  health  care 


Committee  Item:  CS96-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
31756-CS-NonDis-0,Pg.  101 
Membership:  120;  Present:  84; 
For:  62;  Against:  20;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1354  -NonDis 

Subject:  The  prison  industrial 

complex  and  privatization  of 

prisons 

Committee  Item: 
CS109-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
30589-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  81 
Membership:  120;  Present:  77; 
For:  45;  Against:  21;  Not  Voting: 

11; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1355  -614-$ 

Subject:  Apportionment 
Formula 

Committee  Item:  FA23-614-A$ 
Petition: 
30707-FA-614-D,  Pg.  344 
Membership:  97;  Present:  90; 
For:  76;  Against:  13;  Not  Voting:  1; 


Date:  5/5 

The  Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


The  term  "old  formula"  in  the  transition 
process  refers  to  the  formula  approved  by 
the  1996  General  Conference  for  calculat- 
ing, subject,  however  to  the  following 
changes  to  GCFA  Report  #16.  In  the  def- 
inition E,  subtract  from  total  local  ex- 
penses (1)  amount  spent  on  debt  service 
from  capital  expenditures  and  (2)  all 
other  benevolent  giving. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1356  -NonDis-MR$ 

Subject:  Connectional  Ministry 

Funding  Patterns  Task  Force 

Committee  Item: 
FA24-NonDis-A$ 
Petition: 

30715-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  364 
Membership:  97;  Present:  90; 
For:  76;  Against:  13;Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 


Pg.  374  l.a.  "Net  Expenditures" (E) con- 
sists of  the  total  local  church  expenditures 
in  the  annual  conference  less  (1)  current 
capital  expenditures,  (2)  expenditures  on 
capital  debt  service,  (3)  payments  toward 
general  church  apportionments,  and  (4)  all 


I 
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other  benetolence  giving.  The  net  expen- 
ditures will  be  calculated  with  the  most  re- 
cent year  for  which  complete  data  are 
available.  All  the  components  are  currently 
reported  through  local  church  statistical  re- 
ports. 

Minonty  Report: 

Concurs  with  the  Petition  except  that  we 
propose  It  be  amended  to  delete  Paragraph 
VII-B-3 

Titled  "World  Service  And  Conference 
Benevolences.'* 

( I  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconciurence  Dale   / 

1357 -821. 1-MRS 
Subject:  Fift>'  percent  of  MEF 
monies  retained  by  A.C.  and 
fiftv  percent  remitted  to  GCFA 

Committee  Item:  FA28-821.I-NS 
Petition: 

30110-FA-821.1-DS,  Pg.  445 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  87;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence  -  Minonty  Report  submitted: 

The  Minority  Report  asks  for  concur- 
rence with  Petition  #30 1 1 0  by  amending  as 
follows: 

a)  In  *|  821.1  ...Ministerial  Education 
Fund.  35  40  percent  shall... 

B)  In  1  821.2  ...Ministerial  Education 
Fund.  ?$  60  percent  shall... 

I )  Concutrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1358  -NonDis-S 

Subject:  Sundays  with  general 

church  offerings 

Committee  Item: 
FA29-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30708-FA-NonDis-OS,  Pe.  345 
Membership:  97;  Present:  76; 
For:  39;  Against:  34;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence with  a  Minority  Report  submitted  as 
follows. 

Keep  I  8 1 6  in  its  present  form,  except  for 
the  following  changes: 

1 .  Human  Relations  Day  -  a  Human  Re- 
lations Day  sha44  should  be  observed... 

3  United  Methodist  Student  Day  -  The 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  OfTenng. 
taken  each  year,  preferably  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  November.  shaH  should  be  re- 
ceived... 


5.  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  -  Peace 
with  Justice  Sunday  sM\  should  be  ob- 
served... 

Rationale: 

This  would  give  local  churches  the  op- 
portunity to  receive  these  offerings,  without 
making  them  mandatory.  This  also  pre- 
serves one  of  the  best  opportunities  to  allow 
choice  in  the  benevolences  we  support. 

I  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1359-818-S 

Subject:  Interdenominational 
Cooperation  Fund 

Committee  Item:  FA30-818-A$ 
Petition: 

31178-FA-818-D,  Pg.443 
Membership:  97;  Present:  73; 
For:  73;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  818: 

2.  ir  The  General  Commission  on  Chris- 
tian Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  in 
consultation  with  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
shall  recommend  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  the  amounts  of 
the  several  annual  allocations  from  the  In- 
terdenominational Cooperation  Fund  bud- 
get       amount ef the annuol 

interdenominotional  Cooperation  Fund  nl 
locotion  to  each  of  the  rooipents  of  the  fund. 
The  General  Council  Financial  Adminis- 
tration shall  recommend  to  the  General 
Conference  the  amounts  to  be  included  in 
the  annual  Interdenominational  Coopera- 
tion Fund  budget. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  [}ate  / 


1360  -NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Africa  University'  Fund 

Committee  Item: 
FA35-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30703-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  333 
Membership:  97;  Present:  65; 
For:  32;  Against:  28;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Comminee  recommends  concur- 
rence- Minority  Report  submitted: 

We  move  that  the  2001-2004  quadren- 
nial goal  for  theAfnca  University  Fund  be 
increased  to  S20.000.000.00.  The  in- 
creased apportionment  will: 

I .  Implement  a  new  faculty  of  Health 
Sciences  S2  million 


2.  Place  in  new  library  a  state-of-the  are 
learning  program  and  communication  cen- 
ter. Also,  establish  satellite  campuses.  S2 
million. 

3.  A  new  major  academic  facility  S2  mil- 
lion. 

4.  Day-to-day  operational  funding  S4 
million 

We  further  request  that  S20.000,000.00 
also  be  budgeted  for  the  2005-2009  qua- 
drennium  to  support  the  operations  and  de- 
velopment of  Afnca  University. 

(  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1361  -NonDis-MRS 
Subject:  World  Service  Fund 

Committee  Item: 
FA38-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30700-FA-NonDis-OS,  Pg.  326 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  56;  Against:  30;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence -Minority  Report  submitted  . 

Minonty  Report  From  Financial  Admin- 
istration 

We  propose  the  following  amendment  to 
the  original  GCFA  World  Service  Budget 
Report: 

"In  the  World  Service  Fund  Budget 
( ADCA  page  329),  increase  the  line  item  al- 
lotted to  Innovative  and  Emerging  Minis- 
tnes  by  $10  million  to  a  total  of 
S26 330,000  by  directing  the  Council  on  Fi- 
nance and  Administration  to  re-allocate,  at 
their  discretion,  the  amounts  allotted  to 
other  line  items,  thus  producing  the  same 
bottom  line  total. 

( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 

1362  -806.I2-MR 
Subject:  Continue  study  and 
dialogue  about  homosexuality 

Comminee  Item:  FA63-806.I2-N 
Petition: 

31547-FA-806.12-D,Pg.437 
Membership:  97;  Present:  8 1 ; 
For:  56;  Against:  24;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Comminee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence -  Minority  Report  submitted: 

Add  new  text  at  the  end  of  the  last  sen- 
tence of  806.12: 

This  restnction  shall  not  limit  the 
Church's  ministry  in  response  to  the  HIV 
epidemic,  nor  limit  the  Church's  support 
of  events  for  its  members  which  would 
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provide  for  the  sharing  of  diverse  per- 
spectives in  our  denomination. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1363  -NonDis-! 
Subject:  Shared  financial 
support  for  the  Native  American 
Center 

Committee  Item: 
FA78-NonDis-C! 
Petition: 

31301-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  461 
Membership:  97;  Present:  78; 
For:  52;  Against:  1 7;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1364  -NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Amendment  & 
restatement  of  the  CPP 

Committee  Item: 
FA91-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 
31305-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1299 
Membership:  97;  Present:  80; 
For:  73;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/6 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1365  -823-$ 
Subject:  Episcopal  Fund 
dispensed  from  the  date  of  the 
bishop's  consecration 

Committee  Item:  FA93-823-C$ 
Petition: 

30958-FA-823-D,  Pg.  446 
Membership:  97;  Present:  65; 
For:  36;  Against:  28;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1366  -249.13 
Subject:  Change 
"apportionment"  to  "asking"  in 
all  tne  BoD  paragraphs 
including  but  not  limited  to 
these 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 76-249. 13-N 

Petition: 

31336-FA-249.13-D,  Pg.  463 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 


For:  66;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1367-612.1 

Subject:  Annual  conference 
CFA  may  reduce  amounts 
apportioned  to  districts,  charges 
or  churches 

Committee  Item:  FA177-6I2.I-N 
Petition: 

30112-FA-612.1-D,Pg.427 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  68;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1368  -612 

Subject:  Funding  requests 
including  apportionments  shall 
be  suggested  amounts  and  not 
mandatory 

Committee  Item:  FA178-612-N 
Petition: 

30944-FA-612-D,Pg.426 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  1 3 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1369  2501 

Subject:  Titles  to  all  real, 
personal  property  shall  be  held 
in  trust  for  the  UMC 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 83-250 1-C 
Petition: 

31188-FA-2501-D,  Pg.  449 
Membership:  97;  Present:  88; 
For:  58;  Against:  30;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1370  -NonDis 
Subject:  Establish  narrow 
guidelines  for  grant  support 
given  by  UM  boards/agencies 

Committee  Item: 
FA195-NonDis-A 
Petition: 
31335-FA-NonDis-O,  Pg.  463 


Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  57;  Against:  27;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Change  title  to  read: 

Scrutinize/Establish  Policies  For 
Use/Retenion  of  Unrestricted  Reserves  by 
Boards/Agencies  of  UMC. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1371  -R132 

Subject:  Pornography  and 

sexual  violence 

Committee  Item:  F066-R132-A 
Petition: 

30836-FO-R132-U,Pg.  558 
Membership:  116;  Present:  104; 
For:  92;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Delete  the  last  sentence  of  the  fourth 
paragraph :  Pornography  is  not  obscene  be- 
cause it  is  erotic;  it  is  obscene  because  it  is 
dehumanizing. 

In  the  seventh  paragraph,  delete  the  first 
sentence:  Erotica  is  sexual  matcriol ...  that 
does  not  portray  ...degradation.  Sex  educa- 
tion material ... 


Paragraph  13:  Delete  first  sentence  and 
amend  to  read: 

Care  should  be  taken  that  children  and 
youth  are  protected  from  pornographic  ma- 
terials. The  supervision  and  love  of  Chris- 
tian parents  and  other  caring  adults, 
supported  by  the  extended  church  family, 
are  the  primary  source  of  sex  education.  A 
comprehensive  approach  to  sex  education 
offers  an  additional  basis  for  countering 
pornography.  Children  and  youth  need  ... 

Amend  line  7  to  read:  carefully  prepared, 
age-appropriate  sex  education  materials. 

Amend  line  9  to  read:  mutually-consent- 
ing relationships  between  married  adults. 

Amend  last  sentence  to  read: 

If  we  fail  to  provide  such  materials,  ac- 
companied by  parental  and  adult  super- 
vision, we  force  risk  the  reliance  of 
children  and  youth  pornography  as-a  the 
primary  source  of  information  about  sexu- 
ality. 

Paragraph  16:  add  a  new  number  4  to 
read: 
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4.  Monitor  and  limit  access  by  chil- 
dren and  youth  to  pornography  and  sex- 
lUall)  explicit  material. 

I  Number  4  becomes  5;  5  becomes  6;  and 
6  becomes  7,  which  is  combined  with  8  and 
reads: 

7.  Provide  educational  sessions  for  par- 
ents ...  Internet  usage.  Encourage  parents 
lo  establish  (such  05  estoblishing  basic 
rules  for  teenagers  and  children;  encourage 
parents  to  utilize  utiliEing  screening  tech- 
nology .  etc. ):  Encourage  parents  to  utilize 
filtering  sofh*'are  to  prevent  children  from 

Number  8  is  amended  to  read: 

8.  Call  for  social  responsibility 
in  all  media,  including  the  Internet, 
and  in  all  public  libraries,  and 
work  with  local,  national  and  inter- 
national groups  that  advocate  for 
global  media  monitoring  of  images 
of  women,  men,  and  children;  and 

\  )  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1372  -65.G-MR 
Subject:  Retain  current 
language  not  condoniiig  practice 
of  homosexuality  but  Cfod's 
grace  is  available  to  all 
Committee  Item:  F079-65.G-C 
Petition: 
30083-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  484 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  104; 
For:  59;  Against:  43;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/7 

i    The  Committee  recommends  con- 
icurrence. 

Mmority  Report: 

I    Substitute  for  the  last  two  sentences  of 
h65.G: 

We  acknowledge  with  humility  that 
the  church  has  been  unable  to  arrive  at  a 
'Common  mind  on  the  compatibility  of  ho- 
mosexual practice  with  Christian  faith. 
Many  consider  this  practice  incompati- 
ble with  Christian  teaching.  Others  be- 
Mt\e  It  acceptable  when  practiced  In  a 
context  of  human  convenantal  faithful- 
ness. The  church  seeks  further  under- 
standing through  continued  prayer, 
study,  and  pastoral  experience.  In  doing 
,so,  the  church  continues  to  affirm  that 
iGod's  grace  Is  bestowed  on  all,  and  that 
the  members  of  Christ's  body  are  called 
to  be  in  ministry  for  and  with  one  an- 
other, and  to  the  world. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( J  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1373  -304.3-MR 
Subject:  Keep  language 
excluding  homosexuals  from 
ordaineaministrv 
Committee  item:  fO81-304.3-C 
Petition: 

30208-FO-304.3-D,  Pg.  523 
Membership:  116;  Present:  104; 
For:  67;  Against:  35;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/7 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

Minority  Report: 

Instead  of  retaining  current  language  in 
11304.3,  delete  restrictive  language  of 
1]304.3  and  add  one  sentence  to  end: 

Since  the  practice  of  homo9cxuality  is  in- 
compatible— wrth — Christian — teaching, 
self  avowed  practicing  homosexuals  ( 1 )  ore 
not  to  be  accepted  as  candidates,  ordained 
as  ministers,  or  appointed  to  serve  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Each  individ- 
ual, therefore.  Is  examined  through  the 
candidacy  process  to  discern  his/her  fit- 
ness for  ordained  ministry. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1374  -NonDis 
Subject:  GCCUIC  sponsor  a 
series  of  dialogues  in  next 
quadrennium  on  homosexuality 
&  church  unity 
Committee  Item: 
FO107-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31708-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  554 
Membership:  116;  Present:  104; 
For:  77;  Against:  19;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1375  -NonDis 

Subject:  Church  dedicate  itself 

to  be  in  ministry  to  all  persons. 

Committee  Item: 
FO108-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

30649-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  533 
Membership:  116;  Present:  106; 
For:  60;  Against:  37;  Not  Voting:  9; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1376  -65.D 

Subject:  Divorce  &  remarriage 
is  incompatible  with  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ 
Committee  Item:  FOl 09-65. D-N 
Petition: 

30226-FO-65.D-D,  Pg.  495 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  108; 
For:  87;  Against:  14;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1377-117 

Subject:  Inclusiveness  should 
include  encouragement  to  full 
participation  against 
discrimination 

Committee  Item:  FO 1 1 2- 1 1 7-N 
Petition: 

30301-FO-117-D,  Pg.  520 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  86; 
For:  45;  Against:  39;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

( )  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 


1378  -65.J-MR 

Subject:  Late  term  abortion  is  a 
violation  of  Christian  teaching 
Committee  Item:  FOl  15-65.J-A 
Petition: 

30045-FO-65.J-D,  Pg.  487 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  111; 
For:  77;  Against;  32;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  657  to  read: 

. . .  We  cannot  affirm  abortion  as  an  ac- 
ceptable means  of  birth  control,  and  we  un- 
conditionally reject  it  as  a  means  of  gender 
selection.  We  oppose  the  use  of  late-term 
abortion  known  as  dilatation  and  extrac- 
tion (partlal-blnh  abortion)  and  call  for 
the  end  of  this  practice  except  when  the 
physical  life  of  the  mother  Is  In  danger 
and  no  other  medical  procedure  Is  avail- 
able, or  in  the  case  of  severe  fetal  anoma- 
lies Incompatible  with  life.  We  call  all 
Christians  10  a  searching  and  prayerful  in- 
quiry ... 

Minoniy  Report 

Amend  the  amended  petition  to  read: 

...  extraction  (sometimes  called  par- 
tial-birth abortion)... 
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the  physical  life  and  health  of  the      [  j  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


mother , 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1379-NonDis-! 

Subject:  National  UMC  Native 

American  Center 

Committee  Item:  GJ81-NonDis-A! 

Petition: 

31394-GJ-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  603 
Membership:  92;  Present:  80; 
For:  78;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  In  addition  to 
that  which  had  previously  been  published  a 
detailed  budget  had  been  attached. 

See  page  2159  for  detailed  budget. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1380  -4 

Subject:  Perfect  language  in 
response  to  Judicial  Council 
decision  number  811 

Committee  Item:  GJ124-4-A 
Petition: 

30313-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  705 
Membership:  92;  Present:  72; 
For:  64;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  beginning  with  second 
sentence,  4  Article  IV: 

.  The  United  Methodist  Church  ac- 
knowledges that  all  persons  are  of  sacred 
worth.  All  persons  without  regard  to 
race,  color,  national  origin,  status,  or 
economic  condition,  shall  be  eligible  to 
attend  its  worship  services,  participate  in 
its  programs,  receive  the  sacraments, 
upon  baptism  be  admitted  as  baptized 
members,  and  upon  taking  vows  declar- 
ing the  Christian  faith,  become  profess- 
ing members  in  any  local  church  in  the 
connection.  In  the  United  Methodist 
Church  no  conference  or  other  organiza- 
tional unit  of  the  Church  shall  be  struc- 
tured so  as  to  exclude  any  member  or  any 
constituent  body  of  the  Church  because 
of  race,  color,  national  origin,  status,  or 
economic  condition. Therefore  all  peraono. 
without  regard  to  race,  color,  national  on 
gin.  statuii.  or  economic  condition  shall  be 
eligible  to  attend  its  worship  ser^'iceo,  paf- 
ticiputc  in  its  programs.and.  when  they  take 
the  uppropriote  vows,  to  be  admitted  into  its 
membership  in  any  local  church  in  the  con 

tti't  't  I  i^n 
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1381  -333 

Subject:  Responsibility  for 
paying  pastor's  salary  rests  with 
the  Charge  Conference 

Committee  Item:  HE215-333-N 
Petition: 
31270-HE-333-D,  Pg.  967 
Membership:  108;  Present:  82; 
For:  36;  Against:  25;  Not  Voting: 
21; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1385  -635.3 

Subject:  Delete  "sex"  add 

"color,  social  status,  etc." 

Committee  Item:  HE232-635.3-N 
Petition: 
30645-HE-635.3-D,  Pg.  1008 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  82;  Against:  1 3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon-  Jj 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1382  -333.1 

Subject:  Clarify  grounds  for 
seekinc  subsidy  grant  from 
Equital)le  Compensation  Fund 

Committee  Item:  HE220-333.1-C 
Petition: 
31271-HE-333.1-D,  Pg.  967 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  42;  Against:  33;  Not  Voting: 
16; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1383-331.1 

Subject:  Ordained  clergy  may 
perform  holy  covenants  between 
persons  of  the  same  sex 

Committee  Item:  HE223-331.1-N 
Petition: 

30187-HE-331.1-D,Pg.  965 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  75;  Against:  15;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1384-633.1 

Subject:  Add  two  local  pastors 
as  oDservers  to  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Committee  Item:  HE225-633  1-N 
Petition: 

30186-HE-633.1-D,Pg.  1006 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  78;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 


■t 


1386  -633.1 

Subject:  BOD  members  to 
include  12  elders/deacons  and  2 
assoc.  or  local  pastors 

Committee  Item:  HE238-633.1-A 
Petition: 

31105-HE-633.1-D,Pg.  1007 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  75;  Against:  21;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  <PLEASE 
BE  SURE  TO  INSERT  SPECIFIC 
AMMENDMENTSTOTHEPETITION!> 

Amend  633. 1 :  Please  note  the  fol- 
lowing changes  that  have  been 
made  to  this  section: 

"six"  has  replaced  twelve  in  the 
second  line  of  the  paragraph.  In  the 
second  sentence  '  who  have  com- 
pleted course  of  study"  and  "with 
voice  but  no  vote"  has  been  added. 

Each  annual  conference,  at  the  first  ses- 
sion following  the  General  Conference, 
shall  elect  for  a  term  of  four  years  a  board  of 
ordained  ministry  consisting  of  not  fcwef 
than  .  At  least  si*  twelve  six  ordained  el- 
ders and  deacons  in  full  connection.and  at 
least  two  associate  members  or  local  pas- 
tors who  have  completed  course  of  study 
shall  be  included  as  members  of  the 
board  "with  voice  but  no  vote".-Bwtng 
the  1997 — 2000  quadrcnnium,  one  fifth  of 
the  members  of  the  board,  insofar  as  poast- 
ble,  shall  be  diaconal  ministers  or  person 
who  hnvc  previously  scrs'cd  on  the  board  of 
diaconol  rninistry.  Each  annual  conference 


( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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1387-315.9 

Subject:  Remove  fldelity  and 
celibacy 

Committee  Item:  HE246-315.9-N 
F'ctition: 

31459-HE-315.9-D,  Pg.  954 
Membership;  108;  Present:  93; 
For:82;Atiainst:  1  l;Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9  ^ 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
cuiTcrice. 

1  I  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1388  -365.2 

Subject:  Lengthen  time  for 
associate  members  to  meet 
transition  requirements 

Committee  Item:  HE249-365.2-N 


Petition: 

30090-HE-365.2-D,  Pg.  989 
Membership;  108;  Present;  97; 
For;  77;  Against;  15;  Not  Voting;  5; 
Date;  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1389  -306.4 

Subject:  Remove  fidelity  and 

celibacy 

Committee  Item;  HE256-306.4-N 
Petition; 

31458-HE-306.4-D,  Pg.  948 
Membership;  108;  Present;  90; 
For:  78;  Against:  1 2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1390  -306  4 

Subject:  Add  ''all  covenant 

relationships" 

Committee  Item:  HE259-306.4-N 
Petition; 
30635-HE-306.4-D,  Pg.  947 
Membership;  108;  Present;  89; 
For;  74;  Against:  1 5;  Not  Voting;  0; 
Date;  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


CONVERSATIONS  FOa  LIFE 


■f  you  really  want  to  make  a  diffeicnce  in  the  lives  ol 
.children  and  teens  .  .  .  spend  some  time  with  ihcir 
parents.  CoJiversalious  for  Life  teachesthc  basics  on 
establishing  good,  Iwo-way  communicalion  in  ihc  home, 
starting  when  children  are  young  and  continuing  through 
their  teenage  years.  Wiiie is:  .fames  Coffmaii.  Jolin  CoUciic. 
Paula  P'Arcy,  C\iilliia  Ezell,  Jitdi  llnffiucui,  and 
(iielchen  Walls. 

Talking  With  Your  Child:  Conversations  for  Life 

CAO-088585.  Leaders  Gitide:  $9.95 

CAO-088593.  Paiticipant's  Book.  $5.95  . 

Talking  With  Your  Teen: 
Conversations  for  Life.  6  lo  12  sessions. 
CAO-088569.  Leaders  Guide.  $9.95 
CAO-088577.  Participant's  Book.  $5.95 


Cgkesbury 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE;  1-800-672-1789 

To  ORDER  VI.A  THE  INTERNET, 

VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT  www.cokeshury.com 
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Removed  from  the  Consent  Calendar 


665  -273 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  ACM  by 
(he  followmg  people: 

Euper.  Jacqueline 

Knight.  Margaret  F. 

Young.  Carl  W. 

Robinson.  Bumham 

Edwards,  P.  Jack 

671  -816 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  A04  by 
the  following  people; 

Soliz.  Daniel 

McCullough.  June 

Hayenga,  Mary  A. 

Williams.  Donald 

Denardo.  Nancy  L. 

793  -NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  B04  by 
the  following  people; 

Goodwin,  Kevin  G. 

Mason.  Howard  J. 

Powell,  Larry  P. 

Mcllvain,  Melody 

Thompson.  Jeremiah 

804  -NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  804  by 
the  following  people: 

Thomas.  Holtsclaw  G. 

Parker.  Rhonda 

Dassama.  Sr.  Mousa  A. 

Bennert,  Jana  M. 

Howie.  Bill  F. 

836  -NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  B04  by 
the  followmg  people: 

Jones,  Scon  J. 

Twigg,  Aimee  W. 


Schenck.  Carl  L. 
Yoost,  Charles  D. 
Bagwell,  Timothy  J. 

838  -NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  B04  by 
the  following  people: 

Jones,  Scott  J. 

Twigg,  Aimee  W. 

Schenck,  Carl  L. 

Yoost,  Charles  D. 

Bagwell,  Timothy  J. 

846  -R683 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  B04  by 
the  following  people: 

Capen.  Beth 

Parker,  Richard 

Olson,  Richard  L. 

Scon,  William  D. 

Paulsmeyer,  Jason  A. 

857-13 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C04  by 
the  following  people: 

Jones,  Dale  E. 

Olds,  J.  Howard 

Bowdan,  Jr.  Mel  R. 

Gwinn,  Al  W. 

Pearson,  Andrew  C. 

916  -NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C04  by 
the  following  people: 

Fredsby,  Bent 

Soercnsen,  Ove  S. 

Helliesen,  Oyvind 

Rickardsson. Ulf 

Elfting,  Andreas 


987  -65.C 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C04  by 
the  following  people; 

Clardy,  Jr.  James  C. 

Sikes,  Marget 

Onjes,  James 

Ladd,  J.  Robert 

Ellas,  Carolyn 

991  -66.H 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C04  by 
the  following  people: 

Haase,  Becky 

Fukumoto,  JoAnn  Y. 

Dixon,  Gaunnie  H. 

Park.  SongJa 

Moore.  Mary-Elizabeth  M. 

1042  -401 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C04  by 
the  following  people: 

McGarvey,  Gregory 

Durham,  Fred  L. 

Ford,  Maria  H. 

Shunk,  Dale 

Hines,  William  A. 

1064-1417  2 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  C04 
by  the  following  people: 

McGarvey,  Gregory 

Durban,  Fred 

Ford,  Maria 

Shunk.  Dale  R. 

Hines,  Wilham  A 

Ault,  William  C. 
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Proceedings  of  the  2000  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Corrections 

During  the  "Strengthening  the  Black 
Church"  report  on  Monday  morning, 
May  8,  a  video  reported  that  reported 
Kirby  John  Caldwell  was  appointed  to 
St.  John's  UMC  in  Houston,  Texas  by 
Bishop  Oliphint.  The  video  script 
should  have  said  that  Bishop  Woodrow 
Heam  made  the  appointment.  (DCA 
does  not  print  the  scripts  of  videos.) 


Continued  from  page  2114) 

WALTER  L.  KIMBROUGH  (North 
Georgia):  Bishop  Ives,  thank  you  for 
this  time.  Thank  you,  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, for  caring  enough  to  give  us  addi- 
tional time.  It  is  my  understanding  that 
we  are  already  operating  under  a  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules  by  GCOM  for 
the  purpose  of  passing  out  material. 
That  is  my  understanding.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  IVES:  I  think  we  passed  that 
earlier  in  the — in  the  session,  yes. 

KIMBROUGH:  Yes.  Thank  you. 

KIMBROUGH  :  Thank  you  for  your 
report.  We  appreciate  the  spirit  in 
which  it  is  brought. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  IVES:  Let  me  tell  you  where 
we  are.  We're  six  minutes  away  from 
our  regular  adjournment  time.  We  have 
some  announcements,  a  report  from 
the  presiding  officers,  and  a  closing 
prayer.  The  only  question  is,  to  the 
house,  is,  do  you  want  to  hear  the  result 
of  a  ballot  before  you  go  to  dinner  and 
take  another  ballot?  If — if  somebody 
wants  to  extend  the  time  to  do  that, 
that's  okay.  If  not,  we'll  proceed  with 
those  three  items  that  I  suggested. 
Hearing  none,  you'll  deal  your  ballot 
when  you  come  back  together,  next 
time.  Carolyn,  do  you  have  announce- 
ments? I  want  Paul  Extrum-Fernandez 
to  come  and  give  announcements  in  re- 
lationship to  presiding  officers,  after 
which  I'm  going  to  ask  Bishop  Aldo 
Etchegoyen  to  dismiss  us.  Carolyn,  an- 
nouncements? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  There  are 
several,  which  refer  to  legislative  com- 
mittees, as  well  as  administrative  com- 
mittees. Let  me  share  them  with  you. 


The  Committee  on  Reference  will 
meet  tomorrow  morning,  Tuesday,  at 
7:15  a.m.,  in  Room  224.  Please  be 
present  if  you  are  a  member  of  that 
committee. 

The  Committee  on  Conferences 
will  begin  today  at  2:00  p.m.  This  per- 
tains to  Church  and  Society  Legisla- 
tive Committee.  All  subcommittee 
chairpersons,  please  meet  at  2:00  p.m. 
in  the  legislative  meeting  room,  B212. 

Carolyn  Marshall 
Reminds  of  Announcement  Rules 

Would  refer  you  to  the  rules  of  the 
General  Conference  and  also  to  that 
which  is  on  page  1944.  Numerous  an- 
nouncements keep  coming  to  the  plat- 
form, and  there  is  the  rule  that 
announcements  should  be  in  the — in  by 
3:00  p.m.  in  the  DCA  office  in  order  that 
they  could  be  published  and  that  we 
will  not,  hopefully,  have  to  make  these 
announcements  from  the  stage.  I'm 
making  two  today;  however,  after  this, 
please  adhere  to  the  rules,  as  they  will 
not  be  made  for  the  rest  of  the  week. 

Having  said  that,  here  are  the  two:  All 
racial  ethnic  delegates  will  meet  on 
Tuesday  at  lunchtime.  Exhibit  Hall  B, 
Room  313,  with  the  Interethnic  Coordi- 
nating Committee  present.  And  then 
one  which  is  the  same  as  what  is  listed 
in  this  announcement  on  page  1 924  [sic, 
1944],  right-hand  column,  the  next- 
to-the-last  one,  that  all  clergywomen 
delegates  and  women  bishops  are 
asked  to  meet  Liz  Lopez  immediately 
following  the  morning  session  for  a 
group  photo  in  Exhibit  Hall  A. 

A  reminder  to  all  of  us  that  as  far  as 
delegates  are  concerned  at  the  tables,  it 
is  important  that  liquids  not  be  on  the 
tables,  as  when  they  are  spilled,  they  do 
interfere  with  the  voting  equipment. 
And  a  reminder  that  the  noontime  con- 
certs will  be  in  effect  all  of  this  week. 
The  choirs  share  with  us  very  well  in 
the  beginning  of  our  morning,  for  a 
while,  and  then  also  for  our  morning 
worship,  but  remain  for  a  concert  at 
noon.  We'll  begin  at  12:15  downstairs 
near  the  lunch  area,  and  if  you  have  any 
opportunity  at  all,  please  avail  your- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  continue  in 
worship  and  a  time  of  multicultural  ex- 
perience with  them. 


Bishop,  that  completes  the  announce- 
ments. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you,  Carolyn.  I 
want  to  express  appreciation  to  all  of 
you.  You've  worked  hard  this  morning. 
You've  done  good  work.  We've  begun 
to  move  the  train,  which  will  go  with  in- 
creasing speed,  as  you  will  understand, 
but  we  must  continue  as  we  move  to 
know  that  we  have  been  called  to  be 
God's  holy  people  in  this  place,  and 
that  we  are  indeed  on  a  journey  of 
Christlike  holiness  in  all  that  we  do  in  , 
this  place,  and  thank  you  for  being  on  I 
that  journey  and  sharing  that  journey 
with  me.  Call  on  Paul  Extrum- 
Fernandez  to  bring  a  report  for  presid- 
ing officers. 

Bishop  Paup  Picked 
to  Preside  Monday  Night 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ  (Cal- 
ifornia-Nevada): Thank  you.  Bishop 
Ives.  This  evening,  presiding  will  be 
Bishop  Edward  Paup  from  the  Portland 
Area,  and  concluding  this  evening's 
session  we  will  give  an  update  on  to- 
morrow's presiding  officers.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  IVES:  Thank  you,  Paul.  I 
want  to  call  on  Bishop  Aldo 
Etchegoyen,  who  is  the  bishop  of  our 
sister  church  in  Argentina,  to  dismiss 
us  this  morning.  Bishop  Etchegoyen. 

BISHOP  ALDO  ETCHEGOYEN:  Let 
us  pray.  O  God,  thank  you  for  Jesus 
Christ  and  for  our  calling  to  be  part  of 
peace  mission  around  the  world.  O 
Dios,  gracias  por  jesu  Crista  y  par  su 
llamado  a  ser  parte  de  su  mision  en  todo  el 
mundo.  O  God,  thank  you  for  the  gospel 
and  for  the  truth,  justice,  and  peace  of 
your  kingdom.  O  Dios,  gracias  por  el 
evangelio,  por  la  verdad,  la  justicia,  y  la  paz 
de  tu  reino.  Give  us  love,  faith,  and  hop>e 
to  proclaim  your  message  and  to  serve 
our  neighborhood.  O  Dios,  danos  fe, 
amor,  y  esperanza  para  proclamar  tu 
mensaje  y  para  servir  a  nuestro  projimo. 
Give  us  your  Holy  Spirit  to  fulfill  your 
good  will  to  transform  this  unjustice 
economic  system,  in  order  to  put  bread 
and  love  among  all  people.  O  Dios, 
danos  tu  Espiritu  Santo  para  cumplir  tu 
voluntad  a  fin  de  transformar  este  justo 
sistema  econdmico  a  fin  de  poner  pan  y , 
amor  entre  los  probres.  Give  us  your 
power  to  work  with  hope  in  favor  of  the 
human  rights  for  all  human  beings.  0 
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Dios,  danos  tu  poder  para  trabajar  con 
esperanza  en  favor  de  los  derechos  humanos 
para  todos  hennanos.  Now,  go  forth  in 
peace.  The  grace  of  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  love  of  God  and  the  commu- 
nion of  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  with  you  all. 
Ahora  vayan  en  paz.La  gracia  de  lesucristo 
el  Seiior,  el  amor  de  Dios  y  la  comunion  del 
Espiritu  Santo  sea  con  todos  ustedes. 
Amen. 

biSHOP  IVES:  Amen. 

(Adjournment) 

Monday  Evening 
May  8,  2000 

(Bishop  Edward  W.  Paup  presiding) 

(Song) 
(Applause) 

(Song) 
(Applause) 

BISHOP  EDWARD  W.  PAUP:  Thank 
you,  sisters  in  God.  Welcome  everyone 
to  the  evening.  My  name  is  Ed  Paup; 
I'm  the  bishop  assigned  to  the  Portland 
Area,  which  is  inclusive  of  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference  and  the  Ore- 
gon-Idaho Conference.  And  I'm  privi- 
leged to  sit  in  this  chair  tonight,  and  I 
want  you  to  know  that  while  we  have 
been  here  I  hope  you  have  felt  the  suf>- 
fwrt,  the  supp)ort  that  has  been  coming 
from  all  over  the  world — people  who 
have  been  keeping  us  in  prayer.  Have 
you  felt  their  suppwrt  during  these 
days? 

(Applause) 

And  you  know  that  on  behalf  of  peo- 
ple called  United  Methodists  they 
haven't  been  just  sitting  on  their  hands 
while  we've  been  here.  They've  been 
out  extending  the  mission  of  ministry 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  but  I 
trust  you  have  felt  their  support,  even 
as  I  want  you  to  know  I  feel  this  night,  of 
my  colleagues  on  the  Council  of 
Bishops  as  they  sit  here  on  the  platform 
with  me.  And  especially  Mary  Ann 
Swenson,  bishop  of  the  Denver  Area, 
and  Jack  Tuell,  who  categorically  is  re- 
tired but  only  by  category  is  he  retired, 
and  they  sit  with  me  here.  And  1  am 
very  grateful  to  God  for  them  this  night. 
But  we  truly  area  peoplesurroundedin 
the  spirit  of  prayer,  gathered  as  the  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  Christ.  And  let  us  take 
this  moment  to  acknowledge  that  we 
are  in  God's  presence  together.  Let  us 
be  in  prayer. 


(Prayer) 

Gracious  God,  we  do  pause  to  give 
you  thanks  that  we  can  be  in  your  pres- 
ence in  this  place  this  night,  to  be  about 
this  act  of  holy  conferencing  as  United 
Methodists  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
And  so  as  your  Spirit  guides  us  this 
night,  help  us  to,  to  pay  heed  to  the 
moving  of  that  Spirit  in  our  midst, 
knowing  that  as  you  continue  to  bless 
us  that  you  call  us  to  be  a  blessing  for 
you  wherever  we  are  and  with  whom- 
ever we  share  life.  We  pray  in  Jesus' 
name.  Amen. 

It's  now  my  privilege  to  turn  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day — the  report  of  the  Na- 
tional Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries — to 
Bishop  Joel  Martinez,  Joel  Martinez 
who  will  lead  us  now  in  this  report. 
Joel. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  JOEL  MARTINEZ:  We  will 
begin  our  report  with  music,  and  we'll 
close  with  music,  so  let  us  begin. 

(Song) 
(Applause) 

Report  of  the  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic  Ministries 

Four  years  ago  at  Denver  you 
adopted  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic 
Ministry  for  a  second  quadrennium. 
And  as  part  of  our  report  and  recom- 
mendations you  approved  that  we 
should  come  back  and  report  on  our 
work,  our  stewardship  of  the  National 
Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry,  at  the  2000 
General  Conference.  It's  my  privilege 
to  present  the  vice-chairperson  of  our 
national  committee,  the  Reverend 
Rebecca  Youngblood  from  the  Missis- 
sippi Conference,  who  will  now  lead  us 
in  this  part  of  the  report.  Rebecca. 

(Applause) 

REBECCA  YOUNGBLOOD:  Thank 
you.  Thank  you.  Bishop.  We  begin  our, 
this  part  of  our  repKJrt  with  an  act  of 
worship,  and  I  invite  you  to  join  me  in 
this  litany.  Your  response,  and  I  will  in- 
dicate to  you  when  that  comes,  will  be 
printed  on  the  screen  above  us,  so  let  us 
enter  into  an  attitude  of  worship. 

God  saw  that  Hispanic  f>eople  grew 
in  great  numbers.  God  saw  the  richness 
of  this  people,  their  talents  and  their 
hopes,  their  diversity  of  culture,  their 
depth  of  spirituality.  At  the  same  lime, 
God  saw  that  many  Hispanic  people 
suffer  and  struggle  against  discrimina- 
tion, injustice,  ignorance,  poverty. 


Dios,  have  mercy  on  us  for  not  see- 
ing with  your  vision. 

God  has  sent  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  to 
reach  everyone,  and  God  calls  us  to 
serve  one  another  and  to  proclaim  the 
good  news  to  everyone,  and  particu- 
larly in  this  country,  to  the  growing 
Hispanic  population  in  our  midst. 

Dios,  have  mercy  on  us  for  not  obey- 
ing and  heeding  your  call  and  thereby 
missing  the  opportunities  to  share  the 
gospel. 

We  as  your  United  Methodist  people 
have  heard  your  call  and  have  begun  to 
respond  to  the  challenge  to  us  through 
the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Minis- 
try. We  have  much  to  celebrate  and 
much  more  to  do  to  respond  fully  to 
that  call. 

Gracias,  Dios  for  the  opportunity  to 
serve  you.  Guide  us,  prepare  us  and 
help  us  to  continue  serving  faithfully 
and  effectively.  Amen. 

It  is  with  joy  and  gratitude  that  I  greet 
you  this  night  on  behalf  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Hispanic  Ministry.  We  stand  be- 
fore you  to  bear  witness  to  what  God  is 
doing  across  our  church  through  the 
initiatives  of  the  National  Plan  for  His- 
panic Ministry. 

Statistics  of 
Hispanic  Ministries  Successes 

Since  we  last  gathered  in  General 
Conference,  Hispanic  ministry  has  in- 
creased in  depth  and  scope.  Sixty-one 
annual  conferences  now  evidence  in- 
tentional ministry  with  Hispanic  per- 
sons, compared  to  38  reporting  such 
ministry  before  1993,  and  56  confer- 
ences in  1996.  Through  the  inspired  ef- 
forts of  countless  persons,  we  can  now 
testify  to  the  following  accomplish- 
ments in  light  of  the  plan's  original 
goals.  And  I  invite  your  attention  again 
to  the  screen,  and  I  will  highlight  some 
of  the  accomplishments  given  there. 

We  can  report  64  new  chartered  His- 
panic congregations,  263  church-school 
extensions,  538  faith  communities,  796 
trained  lay  missioners  and  100  trained 
pastor/ mentors.  This  we  celebrate. 
Furthermore,  18  of  your  annual  confer- 
ences have  received  grants  totaling 
S836,000during  this  quadrennium.  The 
conferences  have  more  than  matched 
these  grants,  generating  over  S2.3  mil- 
lion in  your  own  conference  funds.  The 
plan's  grantmaking  procedure  in- 
volves ongoing  coruultation  with  a 
trained  resource  person  in  a  process 
that  is  described  in  Spanish,  it  would  be 
"to  accompany,  to  walk  with."  This 


2164 


May  10.  2000 


word  is  a  word  of  partnership  and  of 
ministry,  and  so  it  is  much  more  than  a 
financial  transaction.  It  is  grounded  in 
relationship  with  one  another  and  in 
ministry.  It  encourages  discernment  of 
God's  vision  for  a  particular  setting 
within  the  church  and  community.  It 
encourages  solidarity  and  action. 

In  fact,  the  committee  has  come  to  see 
all  of  our  work  this  quadrennium  as 
guided  by  this  concept  of  accompany- 
ing one  another.  The  Easter  evening  of 
the  two  disciples  walking  to  Emmaus 
that  we  find  in  Luke  24  embodies  the 
idea  very  well.  You  know  that  story,  as 
the  two  make  their  way  home  at  the  end 
of  the  day,  the  first  day  of  that  week, 
grieved  and  confused  by  Jesus'  death 
and  then  by  the  reports  that  day  that  he 
had  risen.  A  third  person  joins  them, 
and  they  share  with  him  their  sadness, 
their  questions,  their  distress.  In  re- 
sponse, this  stranger  opens  the  Scrip- 
ture to  them,  and  we  read  that  their 
hearts  were  strangely  warmed.  They 
insist  that  the  stranger  join  them  for 
supper,  and  it  is  in  the  breaking  of  the 
bread  that  they  recognize  him  as  the 
Lord,  risen  indeed.  This  encounter  fills 
them  with  energy  and  renews  their 
hope,  and  they  return  quickly  to  Jerusa- 
lem to  tell  the  good  news. 

So  it  is,  when  a  consultant  walks  with 
an  annual  conference  to  mobilize  for 
Hispanic  ministry.  So  it  is,  when  teams 
of  lay  missioners  and  pastor-mentors 
engage  in  outreach  and  witness.  So  it  is, 
when  non-Hispanic  congregations  and 
Hispanic  communities  accompany 
each  other  on  the  faith  journey  and  the 
struggle  for  justice  in  caring  for  human 
need.  In  walking  together,  our  stories 
are  told.  The  reality  of  those  who  walk 
is  validated  and  then  transformed  by  a 
God  who  brings  abundance  from  scar- 
city, who  brings  life  from  death.  In 
walking  with  each  other  our  eyes  are 
opened  to  the  presence  of  Christ  with 
us.  Through  walking  together,  the  pas- 
sion to  continue  the  mission  is  found. 
Do  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us  when 
we  walk  the  road  of  servant  ministry  to- 
gether? This  week,  once  again,  we  in- 
vite the  whole  church  to  join  us  in  that 
ongoing  walk,  as  the  work  of  Hispanic 
ministry  continues  throughout  our 
church.  Amen. 

(Applause) 

(Video  Presentation) 

(Applause) 

ROBERTO  G6MEZ:  I  am  Roberto 
Luis  Gomez,  a  clergymember  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference.  I  have  the  privi- 


lege and  honor  tonight  of  presenting 
two  people  who  will  share  their  experi- 
ence as  witnesses  of  their  experience  in 
the  National  Hispanic  Plan.  First,  we 
will  hear  Mr.  Jerry  Goebel.  He  is  a  lay 
pastor  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  Confer- 
ence currently  serving  a  church  in  a 
largely  Hispanic  area.  He  has  worked 
as  a  Christian  musician,  making  re- 
cordings and  winning  five  popu- 
lar-music awards.  And  he  has  many 
years  of  experience  in  economic  devel- 
opment. He  is  a  founder  of  the  commu- 
nity mobilization  mentoring  project,  a 
mentoring  outreach  that  focuses  on 
providing  adult  and  youth  relation- 
ships that  revolve  around  seven  critical 
goals  or — goal  areas  in  a  young  per- 
son's life.  The  project  currently  oper- 
ates in  seven  cities  and  soon  will  be  in 
three  other  states.  The  second  witness 
will  be  the  Reverend  Liana  H.  Perez-Fe- 
lix. She  is  an  elder  in  The  Methodist 
Church  of  Puerto  Rico.  Currently  she 
serves  as  the  coordinator  of  Hispanic 
and  Inclusive  Ministries,  and  associate 
council  director  in  the  Memphis  Con- 
ference. She  has  also  served  as  a  district 
superintendent  of  The  Methodist 
Church  of  Puerto  Rico.  She  has  four 
children — two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
She  loves  to  sing,  preach,  teach,  write, 
act,  cook,  and  do  arts  and  crafts.  She 
speaks  English,  Spanish,  and  Italian, 
and  currently  she's  learning  a  fourth 
language — "Southern." 

(Laughter) 
(Applause) 

Work  With  Hispanic  Youth 

JERRY  GOEBEL:  Exodus  19:9— you 
don't  have  to  look  it  up,  I  even  memo- 
rized it.  "The  Lord  said  to  Moses,  'I  will 
come  to  you  in  a  dense  fog.'  "  Have  you 
ever  been  there? 

(Laughter) 

How  many  of  you  are  there  right 
now? 

(Laughter) 

I  say  praise  the  Lord!  The  Lord  will 
come  in  a  dense  fog;  he  will  come  in  a 
cloud.  And  I  say  praise  the  Lord!  It  is 
the  time  we  are  most  confused  that  the 
Lord  comes  to  us.  Praise  the  Lord. 

I  want  you  to  take  a  good  look  at  me. 
Forty-three  years  old,  skinny  as  a  rail, 
balding  on  top  of  my  head,  and — my 
bosses  don't  know  this  yet,  it  is  a  se- 
cret— I'm  white. 


(Laughter) 

and  I  work  mostly  with  Hispanic 
youth  in  gangs.  Confusing?  Praise  the 
Lord !  Sounds  like  a  fog  to  me.  Praise  the 
Lord.  When  I  first  went  to  the  commu- 
nity where  I  work,  I  went  there  to  be  a 
program  director  in  an  all-White 
church  in  a  community  that  was  over 
70%  Hispanic  under  the  age  of  thirty. 
The  first  night  we  had  an  after-?  .riool 
program  in  which  I  was  placed  in 
charge  we  had  6  kids  show  up.  Six  kids. 
I  felt  this  is  confusing.  Praise  God. 

The  next  morning  I  walked  up  the 
street  two  blocks  to  an  alternative 
learning  program  where  I  asked  the  di- 
rector, "If  I  give  you  a  leadership  pro- 
gram curriculum,  will  you  give  me?" 
He  said,  "Yes."  I  walked  out  of  the 
building,  I  said  to  myself.  What  have  I 
gotten  myself  into?  Praise  God.  I  walked 
back  the  next  week.  I  had  my  6  Anglo 
kids  show  up  and  40  kids  from  the  al- 
ternative learning  program — 39  were 
Hispanic,  30  of  the  youth  were  involved 
in  gangs.  I  said  to  myself  first.  What  did  I 
do?  And  I  said  to  myself  next.  Praise 
God.  I 

As  I  looked  around  we  have  the  op- 
portunity now  to  reach  out  to  more 
kids,  and  I  invited  the  kids  to  go  home 
and  invite  their  brothers  and  sisters  and 
cousins.  When  we  topped  a  few  hun- 
dred I  knew  the  program  had  to  go  to 
more  than  one  day  a  week.  We  ex- 
panded into  six  days  a  week.  We  pro- 
vided education  and  training  in  terms 
of  jobs.  We  even  provided  a  jobs  skill 
program  where  we  had  five — three  dif- 
ferent outreaches  for  the  kids. 

After  a  half  a  year  of  this,  the  office  of 
juvenile  justice  made  a  phone  call  to  us 
and  said,  "You  need  $180,000  or  more 
to  run  a  program  like  this."  I  said, 
"V/ow!  Have  I  been  confused? 

(Laughter) 

Have  I  been  in  a  dense  fog?  Have  I 
been  in  a  cloud?"  Praise  God. 

The  program  is  now  in,  in  our  area  we 
have  similar  programs  operating  in 
seven  different  communities,  four  of 
which  1  am  consulting.  But  it's  allowed 
me  to  focus  on  the  most  important  pro- 
gram I  can  think  of  and  that  is 
mentoring,  getting  adults  involved  in 
youth  in  significant,  critical  times.  In 
our  mentoring  programs  we  place  kids 
who  are  in  detention  or  on  probation  or 
in  a  truancy,  part  of  a  truancy  act.  We- 
link  them  up  with  adults  who  cover 
only  a  half  hour  a  week.  And  during 
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that  half  hour  a  week,  they  focus  on 
those  significant  goal  areas  that  were 
mentioned  before — educational,  finan- 
cial, physical,  professional,  recre- 
ational, relational,  and  spiritual.  We 
have  kids  that  are  asking  to  be  sen- 
tenced to  our  program.  Sound  confus- 
ing? Praise  God. 

Since  that  time 

(Applause) 

Praise  him!  The  two  major  things  that 
I  have  learned  is  that  Christian  leaders 
must,  first  of  all,  go  and  do.  When  God, 
when  Jesus  turned  his  face  to  Jerusa- 
lem, he  had  no  strategy;  he  had  only  a 
call.  1  believe  that  Jesus'  will  operated  in 
a  dense  cloud.  Praise  God!  He  was  op>- 
erating  in  a  fog.  Praise  God! 

The  second  things  we  must  learn  as 
Christian  leaders  is  that  God  works  best 
when  we  are  uncomfortable.  When  we 
are  in  that  dense  cloud,  and  so  we  have 
to  go  to  where  the  cloud  is  deruest.  It 
lacks  integrity  to  send  people  to  places 
where  we  would  not  go.  And  so  the 
roots  of  Christ's  words  must  strike 
home  to  us,  which  are  come  and  see.  Je- 
sus could  only  say  that  when  he  had 
gone  and  done. 

My  friends,  our  schools,  our  streets, 
and  our  detention  centers  will  only  be 
as  Christians  as  the  Christians  who  are 
inside  of  them. 

(Applause) 

If  these  places  look  foggy  to  you, 
praise  God!  If  these  places  look  cloudy 
to  you,  praise  God!  If  these  places  seem 
unclear  to  you,  praise  God,  because 
that's  where  we  are  called  to  go.  Is  it 
foggy?  Help  me:  Praise  God!  If  it's 
cloudy,  help  me:  Praise  God!  And  if  it's 
cloudy,  1  mean  unclear,  help  me.  Praise 
God! 

(Applause) 

Memphis  Conference 
Crows  Hispanic  Ministry 

LIANA  PEREZ-FELIX;  Buenas  noches. 
Just  as  in  John  Wesley's  times,  when  the 
coal  miners  from  Kent  were  moving 
with  their  families  to  the  north  and 
would  always  find  a  welcoming  com- 
munity among  the  Methodists,  so  it  is 
today  when  people  from  Guatemala, 
Mexico,  Honduras,  Peru,  Cuba,  the  Do- 
minican Republic,  Puerto  Rico,  come 
with  their  families  to  this  country  to  ful- 
fill their  own  dreams  and  aspirations 
for  better  lives.  United  Methodists, 
with  the  help  from  National  Plan  for 


Hispanic  Ministry,  have  ofjened  their 
churches  and  their  hearts  to  them. 

Before  the  National  Plan,  the  Mem- 
phis Conference  did  not  have  any  orga- 
nized ministry  with  Hispanics.  But 
there  was  a  sensitive  caring  group  of 
Anglos  who  did  not  speak  Spanish  but 
felt  that  God  was  calling  them  and  the 
church  to  do  something  with  the  grow- 
ing Hispanic  population  in  Western 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  They  formed 
a  conference  committee  and  af>- 
proached  the  National  Plan's  office  for 
assistance.  The  Memphis  Conference 
was  one  of  the  first  annual  conferences 
to  receive  a  mission  initiative  grant 
from  the  National  Plan.  It  used  the 
grant  to  secure  the  services  of  a  confer- 
ence coordinator  of  Hispanic  minis- 
tries. 1  feel  so  honored  to  have  been 
selected  for  this  position. 

I  began  with  full  p>ower  and  complete 
support  from  Bishop  Kenneth  Carter 
and  these  brothers  and  sisters.  Glory  to 
God!  We  now  have  a  Hispanic  congre- 
gation, two  churches  with  spiritual  care 
meetings  for  seasonal  workers,  and 
have  held  four  vacation  Bible  schools. 
In  addition,  we  have  started  7  af- 
ter-school tutoring  programs,  6  English 
as  a  Second  Language  classes  for 
adults.  And  we  also  have  begun  two 
day  care  programs  and  two  organized 
sport  activities.  We  have  organized 
Spanish  classes  for  different  non-His- 
panic groups  in  various  communities, 
including  two  for  law  enforcement  offi- 
cers, and  two  survival  Spanish  classes 
for  doctors,  lawyers,  teachers,  people 
going  on  mission  and/or  leisure  trips  to 
Spanish-speaking  countries. 

We  have  established  ongoing  health 
screening  clinics  and  a  weekly  radio 
program  in  Spanish  at  a  Baptist  radio 
station  and  sf>ecial  bilingual  worship 
services.  We  have  held  Module  One 
worship  for  lay  missionaries  and  have 
begun  the  planning  of  a  future  curricu- 
lum for  Hispanic  ministries  at  Mem- 
phis Theological  Seminary.  The 
ministry  has  impacted  our  conference 
in  a  very  positive  way.  The  excitement 
has  been  contagious.  United  Methodist 
Women  grouf)s,  pastors,  and  local  con- 
gregations have  invited  me  to  preach 
and  speak  and  to  help  them  implement 
Hispanic  ministries. 

Southern  hospitality  has  been  a  real- 
ity in  my  ministry,  and  that  has  made 
my  work  easier.  All  conference  organi- 
zations and  leadership  have  been  very 
supportive  of  this  endeavor.  As  of  July 
of  this  year,  a  missionary  piastor  of  the 


National  Plan,  through  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministry,  will  begin  to 
serve  in  several  ministnes  we  have  be- 
gun in  three  of  our  districts. 

It  is  our  goal,  nevertheless,  to  have  a 
Hispanic  jsastor  in  each  of  our  five  dis- 
tricts in  the  near  future.  We  not  only  cel- 
ebrate what  is  happening,  but  we  are 
also  already  celebrating  what  will  be 
accomplished  in  the  years  to  come.  We 
believe  that  God  is  doing  something 
new  in  our  days.  Incorporating  in  our 
communities  persons  of  diverse  cul- 
tures and  origins,  thus  making  it  a  real- 
ity for  that  glorious  day  to  come  when 
they  will  come  from  east  and  west  and 
from  north  and  south  and  sit  at  the  table 
in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

As  stated  at  the  1988  General  Confer- 
ence, the  social  and  cultural  mosaic  of 
the  United  States  is  changing.  We  as 
United  Methodists  must  affirm  it,  cele- 
brate it,  and  try  to  reflect  it  in  our  de- 
nomination. Muchas  gracias. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  JOEL  MARTINEZ:  1  told 
Bishop  Paup  before  we  began  that  we'd 
try  to  do  thirty  "General  Conference" 
minutes  and  not  thirty  Hispanic  min- 
utes. 

(Laughter) 

But  we're  slipping  a  bit. 

My  sisters  and  brothers,  you  have 
been  listening  to  the  voices  and  the 
songs  and  the  stories  of  the  Hispanic 
communit/s  faith  journey  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  both  in  the 
United  States  and  on  the  island  of 
Puerto  Rico  through  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Puerto  Rico.  During  the  last 
two  quadrennia,  the  National  Plan  has 
sought  to  continue  the  faith  journey  by 
inviting  the  whole  church — all  of 
us — to  join  in  hacer  discipulos  para 
lesucristo;  in  making  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ,  which  is  our  common  mission 
as  United  Methodists  among  millions 
and  millions  of  our  sisters  and  brothers 
who  trace  our  heritage  to  the  indige- 
nous peoples,  the  African  Diaspora  and 
the  Iberian  Peninsula. 

We  celebrate  with  you  tonight  that 
the  whole  United  Methodist  church  is 
on  the  journey  with  us.  The  mission 
among  Hispanics  is  more  genuinely,  af- 
ter eight  years,  a  churchwide  initiative 
than  ever  before.  Nearly  every  annual 
conference,  hundreds  of  districts,  and 
thousands  of  local  church  are  reaching 
out  with  ministries  of  comp^assion  and 
justice,    congregational    development 
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and  service.  You  have  noticed  some  of 
the  statistical  measures  of  that.  The 
other  part  of  the  story  is  the  over- 
whelming growth  of  this  community 
throughout  the  land.  We  have  simply 
underestimated — as  you  would,  I 
think,  testify — underestimated  the  di- 
mensions of  the  challenge  in  our  mis- 
sion planning,  especially  over  the  last 
decade.  Stories  abound  my  colleagues 
in  the  Council  of  Bishops,  among  an- 
nual conference  leaders,  of  migration 
and  immigration  and  demographic 
shifts  which  demand  the  church's  faith- 
ful response,  yesterday,  today,  and  to- 
morrow. Frankly,  I  shudder  to  think 
where  we  would  be  had  the  General 
Conference  in  Louisville  in  1992  not 
adopted  the  National  Plan  at  that  time. 
But  you  did,  and  we  began  working 
and  learning  and  praying  together  to 
continue  the  UMC  faith  journey  with 
this  community. 

Four  Strategies  for  Hispanic  Ministries 

Now,  we  need  to  do  four  things  this 
quadrennium,  and  very  briefly  they 
are: 

First,  we  must  continue  to  provide  ef- 
fective resourcing,  especially  mis- 
sion-development grants,  planning 
assistance  and  consultation,  and  train- 
ing with  annual  conferences.  We  have 
unmet  needs  and  pending  requests  be- 
yond what  was  possible  to  do  with  cur- 
rent resourcing. 

Secondly,  we  need  to  work  closely 
with  our  seminaries  and  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in 
addressing  the  critical  enlistment,  re- 
cruitment, and  training  needs  for  or- 
dained leadership  among  the  Hispanic 
community.  A  significant  budget  allo- 
cation in  the  new  quadrennium  is  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  that  effort. 

Thirdly,  we  need  to  expand  the  par- 
ticipation of  non-Hispanic  congrega- 
tions in  the  response  to  Hispanic 
ministry  needs.  This  is  a  key  strategy  if 
more  Hispanics  are  to  be  disciples  for 
Jesus  Christ.  There  are  simply  too  few 
Hispanic  congregations  in  most  annual 
conferences  to  meet  the  growing  chal- 
lenge. 

And  fourth,  we  should  explore  in- 
creased dialogue,  interaction,  and  co- 
operation with  our  colleagues  of  the 
Methodist  churches  in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean.  The  Council  of 
Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in 
Latin  America  is  currently  represented 
on  the  national  committee.  But  practi- 
cal sharing  of  experiences,  resources. 


and  ministry  between  Uruted  Method- 
ist Hispanics,  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Puerto  Rico,  and  other  Latin  American 
churches  can  strengthen  our  witness 
among  new  immigrant  communities 
coming  into  this  country. 

Tonight's  report  has  been  but  a  snap- 
shot of  a  long,  long  journey  that 
stretches  for  a  century-and-a-half.  You 
have  seen  some  of  the  faces,  heard  some 
of  the  voices,  of  people  moving  to- 
gether with  a  common  experience  of 
the  risen  Christ  in  their  hearts  that 
Rebecca  Youngblood  commented  on  as 
the  experience  of  the  Emmaus  disci- 
ples. Tonight  we  are  all  invited,  you 
and  I,  into  this  journey  as  a  worldwide 
General  Conference.  So,  in  Louisville 
we  began  together;  we  need  to  go  for- 
ward together,  as  one  church,  with  one 
mission,  and  with  one  strategy,  to  serve 
and  reach  Hispanics  with  the  gospel 
that  is  in  Jesus  Christ.  It  has  to  be  done 
together .  Unidos  is  the  work  in  Spanish. 
We  can,  and  we  will.  Let  us  enjoin  our 
hearts  and  voices  in  singing  that  song, 
"Uindos,"  "Together,"  in  Christ's  spirit. 

RAQUEL  MARTINEZ:  This  song, 
"Unidos,"  "Together,"  is  a  favorite  in 
the  Hispanic  community.  But  it  is  also 
being  embraced  by  other,  non-His- 
panic, groups,  including  other  denomi- 
nations. We're  going  to  sing  the  verse  in 
Spanish  first,  because  we  want  you  to 
get  the  full  flavor  of  the  music.  You 
should  have  the  text  up  on  the  screen, 
and  then  we  will  have  a  chance  to  sing  it 
in  English  the  second  time  around. 
Those  who  are  able,  will  you  please 
stand,  and  let's  sing  together. 

(Singing) 

MARTINEZ:  Let  the  people  of  God 
say, . . . 

MARTINEZ  AND  AUDIENCE: 
Amen! 

(Applause) 
(Music) 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Join  me  in  thanking 
God  for  the  leaders  that  guide  us  in  this 
magnificent  plan  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  our  National  Hispanic 
Plan.  Let  me  also  as  we  give  thanks  to 
God  for  them  ask  for  your  help  in  mak- 
ing an  adjustment  in  our  calendar  for 
this  evening  and  our  agenda.  We  have 
the  opportunity  to  hear  from  our 
brother  Bishop  Juan  Vera-Mendez.  You 
remember  that  we . . .  (Applause)  May  I 
take  the  liberty  to  assume  from  your  re- 
sponse that  you  would  like  to  hear  from 
our  brother? 


Bishop  Vera-Mendez  Addresses 
General  Conference 

BISHOP  JUAN  VERA-MENDEZ: 
Dear  sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ  let 
me  express  my  deep  thanks  for  your 
support  and  prayers  and  for  the  resolu- 
tion approved  last  week,  when  I  was  ar- 
rested. You  have  no  idea  how  happy  1 
am  to  be  with  my  Methodist  family  af- 
ter being  detained  and  arrested  by  Fed- 
eral Marshals  and  FBI  agents  in  the 
beautiful  island  of  Vieques. 

This  happened  because  I  was  faithful 
to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  the  Christ.  Mp-  ♦ 
plause)  I  carry  the  marks  of  my  Lord.  I 
was  chained  and  shackled,  by  the  forces 
that  represent  law  enforcement,  for  the 
welfare  of  the  citizens  and  community. 
They  are  the  same  forces  that  read  to  me 
the  Protocol  of  Arrest  as  follows:  "This 
is  a  United  States  Federal  Territory  and 
you  are  trespassing."  And  I  repeat  to 
you  what  I  said  them:  "This  is  our  land! 
This  is  my  land,  and  you  took  it  away 
from  us,  and  we  will  struggle  to  get  it 
back." 

(Applause) 

My  dear  Methodist  sisters  and  broth- 
ers, the  one  that  must  get  out  of  Vieques 
is  the  United  States  Navy  who  for  the 
last  sixty  years  has  subjected  Vieques 
with  constant  air,  land  and  sea  bom- 
bardment as  target  practice  for  their 
training. 

The  US  Navy  is  the  one  who  forcibly 
removed  the  population  of  Vieques  in 
order  to  convert  two-thirds  of  the  best    ^^■ 
sugar-cane  land  into  an  ammunition    *■ 
depot  and  a  site  for  military  maneuvers 
in  support  of  the  British  Royal  Navy,  in    ;- 
their  war  against  Hitler's  penetration  in     < 
Argentina.  Hitler  disappeared,  but  the    J 
US  Navy  took  over  and  stayed.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  population  of 
Vieques   diminished    from   20,000   to 
9,500  inhabitants. 

The  US  Navy  is  the  one  who 
sandwiched  the  Vieques  population 
between  two  land  tracts  into  a  very  nar- 
row strip  of  land. 

The  US  Navy  is  the  one  who  has 
strangled  economy  and  forced  the  resi- 
dents to  live  as  squatters  in  the  land  that 
was  previously  theirs. 

The  US  Navy  is  the  one  who  polluted 
and  ruined  the  pristine  beauty  of  God's 
creation  in  Vieques  and  its  two 
deep-water  harbors  and  two  lumines- 
cent bays — unique  in  the  world — with 
chemicals  used  in  the  bombing  prac- 
tices with  two  of  the  most  potent  can- 
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cer-causing  agents — depleted  pluton- 
ium  and  cordite — along  with  tons  of 
unexploded  ordinance.  This  has  caused 
the  destruction  of  God's  creation. 

It  is  the  US  Navy  who  has  invited 
other  foreign  naval  forces  to  use 
Vieques  as  target  practice  while  charg- 
ing them  millions  of  dollars  for  its  use. 
Not  one  single  penny  of  this  money  has 
been  given  back  to  Vieques. 

The  US  Navy  is  the  one  who  has  made 
Vieques  a  land  with  higher  cancer  inci- 
dence among  children  and  adults,  in 
comparison  with  the  main  island  of 
Puerto  Rico  and  other  countries  in  the 
world,  including  the  United  States. 

It  is  the  US  Navy  who  has,  many 
times,  threatened  to  deplete  the  munic- 
ipal underground  water  supply  with 
the  military  maneuvers  of  invading 
Marines,  who  at  times  have  amounted 
to  more  than  sixteen  thousand  troops. 
The  US  Navy  has  refused  to  pay  mil- 
Kons  of  dollars  of  water-consumption 
to  the  government  of  Puerto  Rico,  who 
in  turn  took  them  to  court  demanding 
immediate  payment. 

The  US  Navy  is  the  one  who  has  di- 
rectly contributed  to  the  impoverish- 
ment of  the  industrial  capacity  of  the 
municipality  by  way  of  destroying  the 
reefs  and  fishing  areas  of  Vieques. 

And  finally,  to  add  insult  to  injury, 
David  Sanes-Rodriguez,  a  civilian  US 
Navy  security  guard,  was  killed  and 
three  other  civilian  employees  were  in- 
jured by  two  air  bombs,  dropped  bv  a 
US  Navy  pilot  during  target  practices 
on  April  19,1999. 

This  death  awakened  and  united  the 
Puerto  Rican  people  in  an  island-wide 
consensus  to  stop  the  bombing  of 
Vieques  and  to  demand  the  ousting  of 
the  US  Navy  from  Vieques.  All  sectors 
of  the  Puerto  Rican  society  joined 
forces.  This  included  religious  leaders 
(Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants 
alike),  church  members,  union  work- 
ers, fishermen,  artists,  students  and 
university  professors,  public  school 
teachers  and  students,  the  Puerto  Rican 
Bar  Association,  etc.  It  is  the  religious 
sectors  who  have  led  the  whole  move- 
ment in  favor  of  the  people  of  Vieques. 
This  is  a  new  model  of  ecumenical  co- 
operation a  f firmed  by  very  d  i verse  seg- 
ments in  Puerto  Rico. 

The  North  American  Press  has  pre- 
sented a  very  peaceful,  dignified  pro- 
cess of  arrest  and  detention  of  those 
exercising  civil  disobedience.  The  con- 


trary happened  after  the  press  was 
ousted  by  the  federal  forces. 

It  is  customary  that  whenever  women 
are  to  be  arrested  and  detained,  female 
agents  are  the  ones  involved  in  physi- 
cally frisking  the  female  detainees.  In 
our  case,  Roman  Catholic  nuns  and 
other  women  were  subjected  to  the  em- 
barrassment of  being  frisked  by  male 
federal  agents  without  proper  respect, 
consideration  and  sensitivity.  De- 
tainees were  threatened  with  violence 
and  given  rude  orders  as  they  were 
driven  off  Vieques  if  they  did  not  fol- 
low orders. 

My  dear  sisters  and  brothers, 
Vieques  is  our  land,  taken  from  us 
sixty  years  ago  for  a  war  that  ended  in 
1945,  but  not  for  the  9,500  United 
States  citizens  of  Vieques.  This  appro- 
priation of  land — does  it  not  resonate 
and  reverberate  in  the  ears  and  con- 
sciences of  our  Native  American  sis- 
ters and  brothers?  They  know  what 
we  are  talking  about!  TTieir  case  was 
one  of  millions  and  millions  of  acres. 
Ours  is  only  33,000  acres,  but  still  a 
matter  of  justice,  nevertheless. 

Let  me  make  this  very  clear,  those 
detained  and  arrested  on  May  4,  2000 
were  following  literally  the  principles 
of  civil  disobedience  at  its  best.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  we  were  inspired  by  Je- 
sus Christ  on  the  cross;  by  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  in  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama; by  Rosa  Parks  not  sitting  in  the 
back  of  the  bus;  and  Crazy  Horse  at 
Wounded  Knee. 

And  now,  I  am  very,  very  upset  and 
disappointed.  I  learned  late  this  after- 
noon that  the  United  States  Navy  has 
resumed,  today,  military  maneuvers 
with  inert  bombs.  The  official  under- 
standing between  the  United  Slates 
Navy  and  the  Ecumenical  Coalition 
for  Vieques  was  that  the  maneuvers 
would  resume  four  weeks  after  the  ar- 
rest. This  would  have  afforded  us  pre- 
cious time  for  more  conciliatory 
measures. 

What  can  you  do  to  join  us  in  the  just 
cause  for  Vieques?  First,  without  any 
doubt,  we  need  your  prayers  and  fast- 
ing. Second,  we  need  you  to  write  to 
President  Clinton  insisting  for  the  US 
Navy  to  leave  Vieques  now!  And  I  say 
NOW!  (Applause)  We  need  for  you  to 
write  to  your  Senators  and  Congress- 
persons  in  order  to  advocate  for 
Vieques. 

In  summary,  join  me  in  evangelical 
civil  disobedience  for  Vieques! 


We  need  for  you  to  write  your  Sena- 
tors and  Congressperson  in  order  to  ad- 
vocate for  Vieques.  In  summary,  join 
me  in  evangelical  civil  disobedience  for 
Vieques.  Thank  you  and  God  bless  you. 
Amen. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  PAUP:  While  you're  stand- 
ing, while  you're  standing,  I'm  going  to 
ask  that  our  prayer  be  the  return  to 
Hymn  No.  583  and  if  Cynthia's  here 
we're  going  to  sing  verses  2  and  3, 
verses  2  and  3  of  583. 

(singing) 

BISHOP  PAUP:  And  you  may  want 
to  be  reminded  that  on  page  1919  of  the 
DCA  you  will  find  the  text  of  the  resolu- 
tion that  was  passed  last  week  regard- 
ing Vieques.  Now  let  us  turn  to  Mary 
Alice  Massey,  chairperson  of  our  Com- 
mittee on  Agenda,  who  will  lead  us  at 
this  moment. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  Good  eve- 
ning. Bishop  Paup  and  delegates.  First 
of  all,  let  me  say  that  we  are  unable  to 
carve  out  any  legislative  session  time 
for  the  legislative  committees  torught 
because  the  interpreters  have  all  gone 
home  and  I  apologize  for  that.  Sec- 
ondly, I  would  like  to  move  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  allow  the  plenary  session  to 
be  extended  to  1 1 :00  o'clock  tonight  be- 
cause we're  behind  schedule. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  you  have 
heard  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
that  we  might  continue  until  11:00 
o'clock  tonight.  If  you  are  ready  to  vote 
press  one,  if  you  approve,  two;  if  you  do 
not  approve,  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears. /Yes,  441;  No,  466/ Please,  let  us 
not  vote  with  applause.  (Laughter)  But 
you  have  not  agreed  to  suspend  the 
rules  and  that  means  that  we  will  go  un- 
til 10:30.  (Uughter) 

MASSEY:  I  certainly  understand  the 
delegates'  reluctance  to  approve  that, 
but  be  on  notice  that  sometime  this 
week  you're  going  to  have  to  stay  later 
because  we  are  behind  schedule.  Now 
for  tomorrow  for  our  agenda. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Please,  let's  give  at- 
tention to  Mary  Alice. 

MASSEY:  This  is  a  proposed  agenda. 
We  haven't  really  been  on  schedule  the 
whole  week,  so.  But  this  is  proposed 
agenda.  Worship  service  will  begin  at 
8:15  to  9:00  with  the  normal  choral  mu- 
sic beginning  at  8:00  o'clock.  9:00  to  9:10 
we'll  have  the  committee  on  calendar, 
agenda,  report.  From  9:10  to  9:13  we'll 
have  words  from  a  circuit  rider.  From 
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9:13  to  9:23  a.m.  University  Senate  elec- 
tions. From  9:23  to  1 1 :45  calendar  items. 
From  11:45  to  12:05  the  GCFA  Report. 
From  12:05  to  12:15  conference  an- 
nouncements and  Committee  on  Pre- 
siding Officers.  12:15  to  1:30  will  be  the 
lunch  recess.  At  1:30  to  3:30  legislative 
committees  who  have  not  finished  their 
work  will  meet.  In  the  afternoon  we'll 
begin  plenary  at  3:45  and  go  until  5:30. 
We'll  have  dinner  recess  from  5:30  to 
7:20.  In  the  evening  we'll  have  our  mu- 
sic and  then  we  will  begin  our  plenary 
on  7:30.  Report  on  agenda  at  7:30  and 
then  plenary  beginning  at  7:35.  GCOM 
Advance  will  be  an  order  of  the  day  at 
9:35  to  10:00  o'clock  and  then  an- 
nouncements and  adjournment.  Thank 
you.  Bishop. 

Second  &  Third  Ballots 
for  Judicial  Council 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you  very 
much,  Mary  Alice  we  will  work  hard 
tonight  to  move  through  as  many  cal- 
endar items  as  we  possibly  can,  but  first 
of  all  I  would  like  to  determine  if  we 
have  a  ballot  report  ready.  I'm  told  that 
we  do.  This  is  a  report  from  the  second 
ballot.  You  are  electing  members  to  the 
Judicial  Council  and  let's  hear  the  re- 
port now.  You  will  note  2741  valid 
votes,  931  valid  ballots,  need  to  elect 
457,  invalid  ballots,  19.  You  will  see  be- 
fore you  the  numbers.  Mary  Daffin, 
448;  Rodolfo  Beltran,  331;  James 
Holsinger,  308;  Sally  Geis,  258;  Paul 
Ervin,  241;  Jon  Gray,  219;  Marc  Loud, 
204;  Daniel  F.  Evans,  Jr.,  120;  Edward 
Hill,  92;  William  White,  86;  Evelynn 
Caterson,  75;  Daniel  Ivey-Soto,  74; 
James  Lamark  Cox,  Sr.,  61;  Ann 
Saunkeah,  51;  Lonnie  Brooks,  50;  Oscar 
Ferrer,  39;  Theophelous  Gambe,  32;  W. 
Clark  Williams,  27;  Steven  Lett,  15;  Wil- 
liam Todd,  Jr.,  10. 

We  will  proceed  now  for  the  third  bal- 
lot for  the  Judicial  Council  You  are  vot- 
ing for  lay  members  of  the  Judicial 
Council.  Three  lay  members  and  so  you 
will  be  voting  three  different  times. 
Once  this  time  from  the  list  of  1  through 
20,  you  have  that  list  before  you  now. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
Now  for  the  second  person  you  wish  to 
vote  for  for  the  Judicial  Council  lay 
member.  We  have  the  list  before  us 
again.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. And  now  for  the  third  person 
that  you  will  vote  for  Judicial  Council 
lay.  The  list  is  before  us.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  Thank  you  very 
much. 


Is  the  report  ready  for  the  clergy  bal- 
lots? Clergy  ballot  no.  2:  valid  votes 
1872,  valid  ballots  945.  Needed  to  elect, 
469,  there  are  six  invahd  ballots.  There 
are  no  elections  Larry  Pickens  402, 
Keith  Boyette  334.  Theodore  "Ted" 
Walter  285.  Jane  Tews  223.  Susan 
Heruy-Crowe  157.  Robert  Sweet,  Jr. 
105.  Belton  Joyner  98.  Philip  Fenn  62. 
Linda  Thomas  50.  Ralph  Laurence  Dill 
III  41 .  Frank  Davies  35.  Elsie  Crickard 
31.  Francine  Taylor-Thirus  28.  Thomas 
Griffith  14.  Thomas  Shanklin  7. 

As  per  the  instructions  that  were 
given  to  us  this  morning  you  are  voting 
for  2  one  per  screen  but  for  2  who  will 
serve  8  year  terms  and  then  we  have  1 
after  these  two  are  elected  who  will  fill 
an  unexpired  term  for  4  years.  Let's 
have  the  list  before  us  again.  Take  a  mo- 
ment to  check  the  list  determine  for 
whom  it  is  you  wish  to  vote.  Voting  for 
1.  Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
Thank  you.  Let's  have  the  list  before  us 
a  second  time.  Voting  again  for  1. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  Bal- 
lot no.  3  for  the  Judicial  Council  is  now 
closed. 

We  will  now  turn  to  calendar  items 
and  will  invite  Tyrone  Gordon  and  offi- 
cers of  Local  Church  Legislative  Com- 
mittee to  present  to  us  calendar  items  at 
this  time.  While  they're  coming,  yes, 
please,  mike  6. 

Local  Church 
Legislative  Committee  Report 

PATRICIA  MILLER  (South  Indiana): 
Thank  you  Bishop.  Because  of  our  de- 
sire to  have  maximum  participation  by 
all  delegates  I  move  that  when  present- 
ing calendar  items  the  presenter  give 
the  location  in  the  DCA,  the  petition  or 
resolution  number,  a  one  sentence 
summary  of  the  item,  and  a  brief  state- 
ment of  rationale  behind  the  vote  of  the 
committee.  If  1  could  have  a  second  I 
would  like  to  speak  to  that. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  you  have  a 
second.  Proceed. 

MILLER:  As  you  all  know  we  are  jug- 
gling several  sources  of  material.  Some 
of  us  are  barely  getting  to  the  location  in 
the  DCA  before  the  vote  is  taken  and  we 
would  appreciate  ample  opportunity  to 
know  the  issue  before  voting. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  thank  you. 
Is  there  debate  on  this  matter?  Proce- 
dural matter  before  us.  All  right,  seeing 
none,  this  is  the  motion  that  is  before  us 
if  you  support  the  motion  you  will 
press  1,  if  you  do  not  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  757; 


No,  153]  All  right,  you  have  supported 
this  procedural  action.  Tyrone,  wel- 
come, will  you  be  able  to  lead  us  in  this 
way? 

TYRONE  D.  GORDON  (Kansas 
West):  I'll  try  my  best. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right.  We  know 
you  can. 

GORDON:  Bishop.  From  the  Local 
Church  Committee  we  have  several 
items  to  present.  DCA  p.  1846,  Calendar 
Item  141,  Petition  30976,  and  you'll  also 
find  it  in  your  Advance  DCA  p.  1 1 38.  The 
committee  votes  nonconcurrence  be- 
cause it  is  in  violation  of  our  trust  laws. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  that  is  be- 
fore us  from  committee.  They  have  de- 
termined nonconcurrence.  Is  there  any 
debate?  If  you  support  nonconcurrence 
you  will  vote  1,  press  1  when  the  light 
appears,  if  you  do  not  sustain  the  com- 
mittee, press  2.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  852;  No,  66]  You 
have  supported  the  committee. 

GORDON:  DCA  p.  1909,  Calendar 
Item  327,  Petition  30320.  You'll  also 
find  it  on  your  Advance  DCA  p.  1102. 
The  committee  voted  concurrence  as 
amended  and  this  has  simply  changed 
the  preface  preceding  paragraph  201  to 
emphasize  our  Wesleyan  tradition. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right  that  is  be- 
fore us,  committee  voting  concurrence 
as  amended.  Questions  or  statements. 
All  right,  let  us  cast  our  vote.  Press  1  if 
you  support  the  committee,  2  if  you  do 
not.  Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  881;  No,  30]  you  do  sustain  the 
committee. 

Local  Church  Access  to  the  Disabled 

GORDON:  Under  DCA  p.  no.  1909 
you'll  find  Calendar  Item  328.  Ifs 
found  in  your  Advance  DCA  on  p.  1140. 
The  committee  voted-or  recommends 
concurrence  and  it  just  simply  says  that 
the  church  should  evaluate  church 
property  and  when  it  is  applicable,  plan 
a  timeline  as  to  how  to  go  about  correct- 
ing problems  of  accessibility  to  those 
who  are  disabled  and  we  felt  that  this 
was  a  justice  issue. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right  the  commit- 
tee then  moves  concurrence  with 
amendment.  Questions?  Statements?  If 
you  support  the  committee  you  will 
press  1  if  you  do  not  press  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  900;  No, 
29]  You  do  support  the  committee. 

GORDON:  Also  on  your  DCA  p.  1909, 
you'll  find  Calendar  Item  329,  Petition 
31194.  You'll  also  find  it  in  your  Ad- 
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vance  DCA  onp.  1136.  And  the  commit- 
tee is  recommending  nonconcurrence 
in  that  this  matter  is  taken  care  of  else- 
where. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right.  The  com- 
mittee's motion  is  for  nonconcurrence. 
Questions?  Statements?  If  you  support 
the  action  of  the  committee  you  will 
press  1,  if  you  do  not  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  900; 
No,  28}  You  support  the  committee's  ac- 
tion of  nonconcurrence. 

GORDON:  On  your  DCA  p.  no.  1910, 
you'll  find  Calendar  Item  330,  Petition 
30881  and  in  your  Advance  DCA  you'll 
find  it  on  p.  1108.  The  committee 
voted-or  is  recommending  concurrence 
because  the  current  Discipline  requires 
the  pastor  to  hold  confirmation  or 
membership  classes  annually,  and  this 
requirement  is  unrealistic  for  numer- 
ous of  our  small  membership  churches 
when  such  classes  are  held  every  two  or 
three  years.  And  it  removes  the  term 
annually. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  The  committee's  ac- 
tion is  concurrence.  Questions  or  state- 
ments? If  you  support  the  action  of  the 
committee,  press  1  if  you  do  not  press  2. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
lYes,  823:  No,  97]  You  do  support  the 
committee's  action  of  concurrence. 

GORDON:  On  your  DCA  p.  no.  1910, 
you'll  find  Calendar  Item  331,  Petition 
30138.  You'll  find  it  also  in  your  Ad- 
vance DCA  on  p.  1109.  The  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence.  The  Dis- 
cipline paragraph  is  about  nurturing  in- 
active members.  However,  this  petition 
adds  specific  language  about  eliminat- 
ing discrimination,  but  this  such-lan- 
guage appears  elsewhere.  In  The 
Discipline  and  therefore  seems  unneces- 
sary at  this  point. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  commit- 
tee's action  is  nonconcurrence.  Ques- 
tions or  statements?  Press  1  if  you 
supfwrt;  2  if  you  do  not.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  lYes,  868;  No, 
62]  You  do  support  the  committee's  rec- 
ommendation of  nonconcurrence. 

GORDON:  Bishop,  our  last  item  is 
found  on  DCA  p.  no.  1910,  Calendar 
Item  332,  Petition  30274.  In  you  Advance 
DCA  you'll  find  it  on  1 1 1 1 .  The  commit- 
tee recommends  concurrence  which 
just  simply  puts  the  Discipline  in  line 
with  where  the  program  already  lies. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Committee  recom- 
mendation is  for  concurrence.  Ques- 
tions or  statements.  If  you  support  the 
work  of  the  action  of  the  committee. 


press  1,  if  you  do  not  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes.  887; 
No,  28]  You  do  support  the  committee's 
action  of  concurrence. 

GORCXDN:  Thank  you,  bishop. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you,  Tyrone 
and  the  Local  Church.  Let  us  now  turn 
to  Robert  Hayes  and  officers  of  Faith 
and  Order. 

Faith  and  Order  Report 

ROBERT  HAYES  JR.  (Texas):  Bishop 
and  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence. The  Legislative  Committee  on 
Faith  and  Order  would  like  to  bring  be- 
fore you  tonight  five  petitions  for  your 
consideration.  My  name  is  Robert 
Hayes,  Jr.,  and  I  serve  as  the  chair  and 
Scott  Jones  serves  as  the  vice  chair  of 
this  committee.  All  of  these  petitions 
can  be  found  on  p.  1908  of  the  DCA  and 
in  the  Admnce  DCA  you  can  find  this 
first  petition  on  p.  510.  The  first  Petition 
is  30135;  p.  1908.  This  particular  peti- 
tion deals  with  children's  environmen- 
tal protection.  The  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence  and  this 
particular  petition  is  an  effort  to  safe- 
guard children  from  an  unsafe  environ- 
ment and  the  recommends  noncon- 
c  urrence  because  much  of  the  language 
is  similar  in  other  sections  of  the  Disci- 
pline. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  and  this  is 
also  no.  313.  Recommendation  of  the 
committee  is  nonconcurrence.  Any 
questions  or  statements?  If  you  support 
the  committee's  recommendation  of 
nonconcurrence,  you  will  press  1,  if  you 
do  not,  press  2.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  879;  No,  55]  You 
support  the  recommendation  of  non- 
concurrence. 

HAYES:  The  second  petition  can  also 
be  found  on  1908,  it  is  Calendar  Item 
316:  "The  prevention  of  addiction  and 
care  of  addicts."  That's  Petition  30009. 
The  committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  and  it  lists  also  the 
wording  that  is  included  in  this:  "free- 
dom through  Jesus  Christ  and  in  find- 
ing good  opportunities"  is  the 
amended  sentence.  As  I  said,  the  com- 
mittee recommends  concurrence  with 
that  change. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  the  recom- 
mendation, concurrence  as  amended. 
Questions  or  statements?  Press  1  if  you 
support;  2  if  you  do  not.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  907;  No, 
24]  You  do  support  the  action  of  the 
committee. 


HAYES:  The  third  petition  is  Calen- 
dar Item  31 2  also  found  on  p.  1908.  Peti- 
tion 30058.  It  deals  with  "United 
Methodist  seminaries  to  comply  with 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  by 
201 1  with  no  exceptions."  The  commit- 
tee recommends  nonconcurrence  and 
the  rationale  is  that  many  of  our  United 
Methodist  seminaries  have  already 
complied  with  American  Disabilities 
Act,  and  granting  no  exceptions  to 
some  of  the  older  building  of  our  semi- 
naries would  place  an  undue  hardship 
upon  them  if  they  are  not  able  to  do 
that.  And  so  the  committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  you've 
heard  the  committee  recommendation 
of  non-concurrence.  Any  questions  or 
statements?  If  you  support  their  action, 
press  1;  if  you  do  not,  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  have 
supported  their  action  of  non-concur- 
rence. lYes,  776;  No,  152] 

HAYES:  Vice  chair  Scott  Jones  will 
present  the  other  two  and  close  us  out 
for  the  evening. 

SCOTT  JONES  (Norih  Texas):  Bishop 
and  members  of  the  conference,  I  call 
your  attention  still  on  page  1908.  The 
Calendar  Item  311,  it  represents  our  ac- 
tion on  Petition  31 665.  You  can  find  that 
in  your  Advanced  DCA  on  p.  1284.  The 
committee's  recommendation  is  for 
nonconcurrence  leaving  this  first 
sub-paragraph  of  paragraph  66  un- 
changed. The  rationale  being  that  this 
was  taken  care  of  by  other  places  in  the 
Discipline. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation  is  noncon- 
currence. Questions  or  statements? 

If  you  support  the  committee,  press  1; 
if  you  do  not,  press  2.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  896;  No.  35]  You 
do  support  the  committee's  recommen- 
dation of  nonconcurrenn 

JONES:  On  the  same  page,  lyus,  the 
Calendar  Item  is  No.  317.  This  repre- 
sents our  work  on  Petition  3181W.  You 
can  find  that  on  page  1285  of  your  ^J- 
vance  DCA.  Our  committee's  recom- 
mendation is  nonconcurrence.  This 
leaves  unchanged  the  separation  of  the 
two  subparagraphs  in  paragraph  66. 
Our  rationale  is  that  the  point  the 
maker  of  the  f>etition  was  trying  to 
make,  the  same  point  is  cared  for  very 
well  in  other  places  in  the  Discipline  and 
Book  of  Rx'solutions. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  commit- 
tee's recommendation  is  nonconcur- 
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rence.  Questions  or  statements?  If  you 
support  the  committee,  press  1  if  you 
do  not,  press  2.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  /Yes,  878:  No,  51}  You  do 
support  the  committee's  recommenda- 
tion of  nonconcurrence. 

JONES:  Bishop,  that  concludes  the 
Faith  and  Order  petitions  and  calendar 
items  for  tonight. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you  to  Robert 
and  Scott,  and  to  members  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Legislative  Committee. 

(Applause) 

Let  us  now  move  to  Discipleship; 
Jeffrey  Greenway. 

Disciples}iip  Committee  Report 

JEFFREY  E.  GREENWAY  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  Bishop  Paup  and  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference,  we 
have  five  calendar  items  for  you  this 
evening.  The  first  four  are  found  on 
page  1907  in  your  DCA.  Page  1907,  Cal- 
endar Item  302;  the  location  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA  is  page  289.  This  is  Petition 
No.  30081.  Petition  30081.  This  petition 
calls  for  an  amendment  to  paragraph 
1115.7  to  include  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Annual  Conference  Directors  of 
Lay  Speaking.  The  committee  has  rec- 
ommended nonconcurrence.  Our  ratio- 
nale is  that  this  organization  is  a 
relatively  new  organization.  It  has  not 
yet  been  given  affiliate  status  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  There- 
fore, placing  that  in  this  location  in  the 
Discipline  would  be  premature  at  this 
time.  On  behalf  of  the  committee,  I 
move  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Committee's  recom- 
mendation is  nonconcurrence.  Ques- 
tions or  statements?  Yes,  please,  in  the 
back,  yellow  card,  mike  5.  Yes,  please, 
mike  5.  Let's  try  once  again,  please, 
mike  5.  Let's  move — can  you  move 
across  to  mike  6,  please?  Thank  you. 

LEE  HOSKINS  (Kansas  East):  Bishop, 
I  speak  in  opposition  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  legislative  committee.  The 
General  Conference  has  done  much 
this  session  to  affirm  the  lay  speaking 
ministries  and  set  the  pathway  for  the 
next  quadrennium.  It's  essential  that 
we  affirm  the  budding  Association  of 
Conference  Directors  of  Lay  Speaking 
and  provide  them  with  a  valuable  link 
through  which  they  can  share  informa- 
tion and  resources,  not  only  between 
themselves  but  through  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  even  though 
they  are  young  in  nature  at  this  time. 
Thank  you. 


BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you.  You  have 
heard  this  speech  against  the  recom- 
mendation of  this  committee.  Is  there  a 
speech  that  favors  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee?  All  right,  seeing  no 
others,  Jeffrey,  do  you  wish  to  make  a  fi- 
nal statement? 

GREENWAY;  Yes,  this  was  discussed 
at  great  extent  in  our  legislative  com- 
mittee. The  timing  of  this — I  believe 
that  across  the  board  there's  affirma- 
tion for  the  ministry  of  lay  speaking. 
The  timing  of  this,  though,  is  that  this 
organization  has  not  yet  been  approved 
as  an  affiliate  of  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship. And  this  paragraph  speaks 
to — the  only  other  specific  entity  men- 
tioned in  this  paragraph  is  the  National 
Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders,  which  is  an  approved  affiliate. 
And  we  thought  that  the  timing  should 
be  "affiliate  status,"  probably  when  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  meets  this  fall, 
and  then  we  would  come  back  in  the  fu- 
ture and  revisit  this  at  another  General 
Conference.  Thus  our  motion. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  again,  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  is 
nonconcurrence.  If  you  support  their 
recommendation,  press  1;  if  you  do  not 
support  it,  press  2.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  590;  No,  341}  You 
have  supported  the  recommendation 
for  nonconcurrence. 

GREENWAY:  Remaining  on  page 
1907,  Calendar  Item  No.  303;  the  loca- 
tion in  the  Advance  DCA  is  page  283. 
This  is  Petition  No.  30439.  This  was  a 
petition  to  remove  paragraph  number 
629.7  because  of  duplicate  information. 
The  committee  recommends  noncon- 
currence, and  our  rationale  is  that  the 
committee  did  not  agree  that  this  is  all 
duplicate  material  and  that  there 
would  be  some  essence  lost  if  we  were 
to  remove  this  paragraph  at  this  time. 
Therefore,  I  move  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Recommendation  of 
the  committee  is  for  nonconcurrence. 
Questions  or  statements  from  the  floor? 
Seeing  none,  if  you  support  the  com- 
mittee, press  1;  if  you  do  not,  press  2. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  903;  No,  32}  You  do  support  the 
committee's  recommendation  of  non- 
concurrence. 

GREENWAY:  Remaining  on  page 
1907,  Calendar  Item  No.  305;  this  is 
found  in  your  Advance  DCA  page  278. 
Petition  No.  30894.  This  is  a  petition  to 
amend  paragraph  270,  which  is  con- 
cerned for  the  lay  speaking  ministry. 
The  committee  recommends  concur- 


rence. The  rationale  is  that  it  calls  for 
commitment  to  Scripture,  doctrine, 
heritage,  organization,  and  life  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  for  lay 
speakers.  Therefore,  I  move  concur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  You've  heard  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  committee  for  con- 
currence. Questions,  statements  from 
the  floor?  If  you  support  the  recom- 
mendation, please  press  1;  if  you  do 
not,  please  press  2.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  835;  No,  93/  You 
have  supported  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee for  concurrence. 

GREENWAY:  Remaining  on  the 
same  page,  1907,  Calendar  Item  304; 
this  appears  in  your  DCA  on  page  1273. 
This  is  Petition  No.  31917.  This  is  a  peti- 
tion to  amend  paragraph  273.  The  com- 
mittee recommends  nonconcurrence. 
Our  rationale  is  that  we  affirm  the  min- 
istry of  the  baptized.  We  also  appreci- 
ate the  way  that  the  recent  training  has 
affirmed  and  expanded  the  ministry  of 
lay  speaking;  but  we  were  not  willing  to 
change  the  reference  from  "lay 
speaker"  to  "lay  minister."  Therefore,  I 
move  concurrence.  Nonconcurrence, 
sorry. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right.  Yes  sir, 
thank  you.  Once  again,  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee  is  for  noncon- 
currence. Questions  or  statements  from 
the  floor?  If  you  support  their  recom- 
mendation, press  1;  if  you  do  not,  press 
2.  Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  825;  No,  95}  You  have  supported 
the  committee's  recommendation  of 
nonconcurrence. 

GREENWAY:  Our  flnal  calendar 
item  for  tonight  is  found  on  page  num- 
ber 1835,  1835.  This  is  Calendar  Item 
No.  12.  Let's  take  just  a  moment  to  turn 
that  page,  1835,  Calendar  Item  No.  12. 
This  is  found  in  your  Advance  DCA,  p. 
no  282.  This  is  Petition  No.  30434.  It's  a, 
as  petition  to  amend  %  no.  629.1b  and 
2a.  The  committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended.  The  rationale 
was  that-there  were  persons  in  the  com- 
mittee that  believed  that  age  level  and 
lifespan  were  both  necessary  in  this  lan- 
guage. Therefore  I  move  concurrence 
as  amended. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  is  concur- 
rence as  amended.  Questions  or 
statements  from  the  floor?  If  you  sup- 
port their  recommendation,  please 
press  1;  if  you  do  not,  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  fYes,  904; 
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No,  27)  You  do  support  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee. 

GREENWAY:  Bishop  Paup,  that  con- 
cludes the  Discipleship  Committee's 
calendar  items  for  this  evening. 

PAUP;  Thank  you,  Jeffery,  and  thank 
you  to  the  legislative  Committee  on 
Discipleship. 

(Applause} 

Mary  Daffin  Elected  to  Judicial  Council 

I'm  told  that  we  have  a  ballot  to  re- 
port. This  is  Judicial  Council  ballot  no. 
3.  [Valid  wtes.  2726:  ivlid  ballots.  925. 
need  to  elect  454;  iniKzlid  ballots.  16 

(Applause) 

There  is  an  election. 

(Applause) 

Mary  Daffin  is  elected  with  529  votes. 
Yes,  please?  I'm  reading  the  report.  Let 
me,  let  me  complete  the  reading  of  the 
report.  Let's  hear,  then,  the  number  of 
votes  received  by  other  persons. 
Rodolfo  Beltran,  417;  James  Holsinger, 
338;  Sally  Geis  ,298;  Paul  Ervin,  238;  Jon 
Gray,  207;  Mark  Loud  ,174;  Daniel  Ev- 
ans, Jr.,  92;  William  White,  69;  Edward 
Hill,  65;  Evelyn  Peterson,  58;  Daniel 
Ivey-Soto,  49;  Lorviie  Brooks,  35;  James 
Lamark  Cox,  Sr.,  35;  Oscar  Ferrer,  33, 
Anne  Saunkeah,  31;  Clark  WiUiams,  17, 
Theopelous  Gambe,  16;  Steven  Lett,  16, 
William  Todd  Jr.,  9.  Is  this  regarding  the 
ballot  report?  All  right.  Please,  mike  6. 

DANIEL  IVEY-SOTO  (New  Mexico): 
I  with-I  wish  to  withdraw  my  name 
from  further  consideration  for  the  Judi- 
cial Council.  I'm,  I  have,  up  till  now, 
been  no.  14.  When  I  arrived  at  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  1  was  asked  by  the  His- 
panic Caucus  if  I  would  place  my  name 
in  nomination.  There's  never  been  a 
Hispanic  on  the  General  Council — on 
the  Judicial  Council.  However,  given 
where  the  general  balloting  is  going,  I 
understand  that  that  will  wait  at  least 
one  more  quadrennium,  and  I  wish  to 
facilitate  other  fjeople  getting  elected, 
and  as  a  result  would  like  to  with- 
drawal my  name.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right!  Thank  you 
very  much.  Yes,  please. 

(Applause) 

Mike  5,  does  this  also  relate  to  the  bal- 
lot report? 

CHARLES  SCHUSTER  (Rocky 
Mountain):  Yes.  there  are  sixteen  of  us 
who  continue — 


BISHOP  PAUP:  Excuse  me,  sir. 
Would  you  please  give  us  your  name 
and  conference? 

SCHUSTER:  I'm  from  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference — where  you 
used  to  be. 

(Laughter) 

I  have  a  question  about  the  sixteen 
voters  who  continue  to  make  the  same 
mistake  in  so  far  as  I  might  be  one  of 
them.  Could  there  be  some  explanation 
as  to  what  that  is? 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you.  We  will, 
we  will  research  that  and,  and  try  to  get 
an  answer  for  you  very  quickly.  Let's 
proceed  to  the  clergy.  We're  trying  to 
get  an  answer  around  the  invalid  bal- 
lots. If  you  could  give  us  just  a  moment. 
It  is  apparent  that  the  invalid  ballots,  at 
least  for  some,  are  being  created  by  vot- 
ing for  the  same  person  each  time.  You 
may  only  vote  for  one  person  one  time. 
It  invalidates  it  if  you  vote  for  that  same 
person  a  second  and/or  a  third  time. 

All  right,  we  are  going  to  proceed 
now  to  elect,  elect  two  remaining  lay 
persons  to  the  Judicial  Council.  And  so 
you  will  see  the  screen  twice.  You  see 
the  screen  now  before  us.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  apears- 

All  right,  we  will  see  the  screen  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  please  make  your  deci- 
sion for  the  next  person  you  wish  to  cast 
a  vote  for.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears. 

Larry  Pickens  Elected  to  Judicial  Council 

All  right,  we  will  now  proceed  to  re- 
port on  the  clergy  ballot  for  Judicial 
Council.  You  will  see  on  the  screen 
valid  votes  1865,  valid  ballots  940, 
needed  to  elect  466,  invalid  9.  There  is 
one  election.  With  479  votes  Larry 
Pickens  is  elected.  Continuing  the  read- 
ing, Keith  Boyette  361,  Theodore  Wal- 
ter 297,  Jane  Tews  250  Susan 
Henry-Crowe  156,  Belton  Joyner  83, 
Robert  Sweet  69,  Philip  Fenn  40,  Linda 
Thomas  31,  Frank  Da  vies  25,  Ralph 
Laurence  Dill  111  21,  Elsie  Crickard  19, 
Francine  Taylor-TTiirus  18,  Thomas 
Griffith  10,  Thomas  Shanklin  6. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  vote  for  1 
clergy  member,  1  clergy  member  for  an 
eight  year  term  on  the  Judicial  Council. 
Let's  have  the  screen  before  us  again. 
We  may  still  be  removing  Larry 
Pickens.  May  we  have  the  slate  of  nomi- 
nees without  Larry's  name,  please.  We 
have  lost  more  than  Larry's  name. 


All  right.  Now  you  have  before  you 
the  slate  of  nominees  minus  the  name  of 
Larry  Pickens,  who  is  now  elected.  You 
will  vote  this  time  for  1,  1  only  please. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  Bal- 
lot no.  4  for  the  Judicial  Council  is  now 
closed.  Let  us  now  continue  with  calen- 
dar items  and  we  will  invite  Global 
Ministries.  Christine  Keels  and  officers 
of  Global  Ministries. 

CHRISTINE  KEELS  (Baltimore- 
Washington):  Bishop,  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Global  Ministries  was 
very  blessed  to  have  the  presence  of 
Youngsook  Kang  our  vicechair. 
Youngsook  assumed  the  resp)onsibility 
of  tracking  petitions  within  the  com- 
mittee as  well  as  the  Committee  on  Ref- 
erence. Tonight  she  will  be  presenting 
from  p.  1848. 

Committee  On  Global  Ministries  Report 

YOUNGSOOK  KANG  (Rocky  Moun- 
tain): Good  evening.  Bishop  and  dele- 
gates. This  evening  on  behalf  of 
Legislative  Committee  on  Global  Min- 
istries we  will  be  bringing  to  you  three 
calendar  items.  First  of  all,  let  me  just 
point  out  one  correction  that  has  been 
made  in  your  DC>4  related  to  Global 
Ministries  petitions.  If  you  turn  to  p. 
1957,  1957,  on  the  top  part  of  the  left 
hand  column,  you  see  Global  Ministries 
under  there  you  will  see  corrections 
made.  We  even  have  an  apology  for 
this.  Thank  you. 

Now  we'll  be  looking  at  calendar 
items  beginning  with  Calendar  Items 
169,  please  turn  to  p.  1848,  Calendar 
Item  159,  Petition  30864.  Subject  is 
Commuruties  of  Shalom.  The  full  text  is 
found  in  your  Advance  DCA  blue  book 
p.  878.  The  committee  recommends  to 
continue — the  committee  recommends 
concurrence,  the  rationale  being,  we 
feel  that  it  is  essential  to  continue  the 
implementation  of  commu  ni  ties  of  Sha- 
lom. Our  recommendation  is  concur- 
rence with  a  reference  to  GCF&  A,  and  I 
so  move,  Bishop. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right.  So  your  rec- 
ommendation is  concurrence  and  then 
reference  to  General  Council  and  Fi- 
nance and  Administration.  Questions 
or  statements  from  the  floor?  All  right, 
if  you  support  the  committee,  please 
press  1,  if  you  do  not  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  do 
support  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  [Yes,  902:  No,  35/. 
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Relationship  With  Iglesia  Methodista 
de  Puerto  Rico  Extended 

KANG:  Thank  you.  The  next  item  is 
also  found  on  the  same  p.  1848,  Calen- 
dar Item  162.  In  the  middle  column  of 
the  page.  Peitition  30866,  subject  is, 
"Extend  Provisions  for  Relationship 
with  Iglesia  Metodista  de  Puerto  Rico." 
The  full  text  is  found  in  your  Advance 
DCA  p.  882.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence,  the  rationale  being 
that  we  feel  it  is  important  to  extend  the 
relationship  between  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  and  the  Autonomous 
Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico  for 
the  additional  quadrennium.  Our  rec- 
ommendation is  concurrence  with  ref- 
erence to  GCF&A,  and  I  so  move. 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you.  Again, 
the  committee's  recommendation  con- 
currence with  reference  to  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion. Questions  or  statements  from  the 
floor.  If  you  support  the  committee 
press  1,  if  you  do  not  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  do 
support  the  committee  [Yes,  876;  No, 
52}. 

KANG:  Thank  you.  The  next  item  is 
also  found  on  the  same  page.  P.  1848, 
Calendar  Item  163.  It  is  right  below  the 
item  that  we  just  dealt  with.  Petition 
30862,  subject  is,  "Program  on  Sub- 
stance Abuse  and  Related  Violence."  If 
you  'd  like  to  see  the  full  petition  please 
go  to  your  Advance  DCA  p.  875.  The 
committee  recommends  concurrence, 
the  rationale  being  that  we  feel  it  is  im- 
portant to  continue  the  program  of  sub- 
stance abuse  and  related  violence  that 
have  provided  the  ministry  of  healing, 
hope  and  health  for  the  last  quadren- 
nium. Now  the  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  with  a  reference  to 
GCF&A  and  I  so  move.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right.  Again,  the 
committee  recommendation  concur- 
rence with  reference  to  General  Council 
and  Finance  and  Administration. 
Questions  or  statements  from  the  floor? 
If  you  support  the  committee,  please 
press  1,  if  you  do  not  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  do 
support  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  /Yes,  894;  No,  34]. 

KANG:  This  concludes  our  report  on 
Global  Ministries  for  tonight.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Youngsook,  Chris- 
tine, and  Legislative  Committee  on 
Global    Ministries.    Thank    you    very 


much.  Let  us  now  turn  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  on  Conferences. 
Charles  Courtoy  and  other  officers. 
While  they  are  coming — they  are  now 
here.  Thank  you  very  much  Charles. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Conference 

CHARLES  COURTOY  (Horida); 
Bishop,  I'm  Charles  Courtoy,  Chair  of 
the  Committee  on  Conferences,  and  to- 
night to  present  two  items  is  our 
vice-chair  Donde  Ashmos.  Donde? 

DONDE  ASHMOS  (Southwest 
Texas):  Bishop,  members  of  the  confer- 
ence, I  direct  your  attention  to — we 
bring  you  two  items  tonight.  I  direct 
your  attention  to  p.  1906  in  the  DCA, 
calendar  Item  297,  Petition  30936. 
Number  30936  it  is  at  the  bottom  left 
hand  side  of  the  page.  The  full  text  can 
be  found  on  p.  169  of  the  Advance  DCA. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Calendar  Item  297,  is 
that  correct? 

ASHMOS:  Calendar  Item  297.  The 
subject  of  this  has  to  do  with  prohibit- 
ing general  agency  staff  from  lobbying 
general  conference.  Our  committee  rec- 
ommends nonconcurrence.  The  ratio- 
nale was  that  the  information  that  we 
receive  from  boards  and  agencies  is 
helpful. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  the  com- 
mittee recommendation  is  for  noncon- 
currence. Questions  or  statements  on 
the  floor?  AH  right  if  you  support  the 
committee  recommendation,  please 
press  1,  if  you  do  not,  press  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  719; 
No,  204]  You  have  supported  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  committee. 

ASHMOS:  Our  next  item  is  also  on  p. 
1906  in  the  DCA,  Calendar  Item  298 
right  next  to  the  one  that  you  just 
looked  at.  This  is  Petition  31515.  The 
full  text  can  be  found  on  p.  171  of  the 
Advance  DCA.  This  has  to  do  with 
"General  church  agency  should  be  dis- 
ciplined if  it  makes  statements  that  are 
contrary  to  the  Boo/c  of  Discipline."  Our 
committee  recommended  nonconcur- 
rence and  the  rationale  was  that  would 
be  difficult  to  monitor  and  really  not 
necessary  anyway. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right,  the  com- 
mittee recommendation  is  for  noncon- 
currence. Questions  or  statements  from 
the  floor?  If  you  support  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  please  press  1,  if 
you  do  not  press  2.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  lYes,  654;  No,  277]  All 
right,  you  have  supported  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  of  nonconcur- 
rence. 


ASHMOS:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  To  Donde  and 
Charles  and  Legislative  Committee  on 
Conferences,  thank  you  very  much. 

{Applause) 

Let  me  ask  if  the  Presiding  Officers 
Committee  has  a  report  for  us  tonight? 
Yes,  please.  We  would  like  to  see  you 
up  at,  up  front,  Paul.  Come  all  the  way 
up.  {Pause)  Please  give  your  attention  to 
Paul  Extrum-Fernandez,  who  chairs 
our  Committee  on  Presiding  Officers. 
Paul. 

Bishops  Sprague,  Nacpil,  and  Dew 
to  Preside  on  Tuesday 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ  (Cal- 
ifornia-Nevada): Thank  you.  Bishop 
Paup,  delegates.  It's  my  pleasure  to  an- 
nounce who  will  be  presiding  for  to- 
morrow's morning  session,  afternoon 
session,  as  well  as  evening  session. 
Bishop  Joseph  Sprague  of  the  Chicago 
Area  will  be  presiding  at  our  morning 
session.  Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil  from 
the  Manila  Area  will  be  presiding  at  the 
afternoon  session.  And  Bishop  William 
Dew  from  the  Phoenix  Area  will  be  pre- 
siding at  the  evening  session.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you  very 
much,  Paul.  Thank  you  for  the  work  of 
your  committee.  We  do  ha  ve  a  ballot  re- 
port ready  for  us.  (Pause)  All  right,  let's 
hear  the  lay  report.  We're  yet  voting  for 
two.  Report  back  on  ballot  no.  4.  {Pause) 
All  right,  you  will  see  valid  votes,  1 ,845; 
valid  ballots,  932;  needed  to  elect,  461; 
invalid  ballots,  10.  There  is  no  election. 
Let  me  give  you  the  count.  Rodolfo 
Beltran,  448;  James  Holsinger,  346; 
Sally  Geis,  282;  Paul  Ervin,  218;  John 
Gray,  179;  Mark  Loud,  79;  Daniel  F.  Ev- 
ans, Jr,  66;  Edward  Hill,  37;  Evelyn 
Catterson,  35;  William  White,  31; 
Lonnie  Brooks,  22;  Oscar  Ferrer,  21; 
James  Lamark  Cox,  Sr,  18;  Ann 
Saunkeah,  17;  Theophelous  Gambe,  13; 
Stephen  Lett,  1 3;  Clark  Williams,  7;  Wil- 
liam Todd,  Jr,  6;  Mary  Daffin  . . . 

(Laughter) 

I  believe  you  need  to  disregard  the 
last  two.  If  I  remember,  Mary  was 
elected  and  we  had  one  withdrawal. 

All  right.  Let's  proceed  for  lay  ballots. 
You're  yet  voting  for  two.  This  time,  as 
the  screen  appears,  we're  voting  for  one 
of  the  list.  Please  take  a  moment.  (Pause) 
Determine  the  one  for  whom  you  wish 
to  vote.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. (Pause)  The  screen  will  appear 
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another  time  for  our  next  vote.  For  the 
second  time,  the  list  is  before  us.  You 
need  to  select  one  additional  person 
now,  another  person  from  this  list. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 

All  right.  I'm  going  to  turn  now  to  the 
clergy  ballot  results.  Ballot  no.  4.  (Pause) 
Can  we  get  the  screen  ahead  of  this  one 
that  indicates  number  needed  for  elec- 
tion? We  won't  get  it  this  time,  is  that 
correct — when  we're  voting  for  one? 
(Pause)  All  right.  Since  we  need  a  ma- 
jority, you  will  note  there  is  no  election. 

Let  me  read  the  results.  Keith  Boyette, 
344;  Jane  Tews,  265;  Theodore  Walter, 
114;  Susan  Henry -Crowe,  99;  Belton 
Joyner,  32;  Robert  Sweet  Jr,  32;  Philip 
Fetui,  16;  Elsie  Crickard,  10;  Linda 
Thomas,  10;  Frank  Davies,  6;  Francine 
Taylor-Thirus,  5;  Ralph  Lawrence  Dill 
UI,  4;  Thomas  Shanklin,  3;  Thomas  Grif- 
I  fith,  1;  Larry  Pickens  has  already  been 
elected. 

Now  we  will  have  the  screen  before 
us  again.  You  are  voting  for  one.  {Pause) 
U  we  may  have  the  screen.  The  slate  of 
nominees,  please.  There  we  are.  You 
are  voting  for  one.  (Pause)  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  All  right,  ballot 
no.  5  then  is  closed.  I'm  going  to  suggest 
now  that  we  take  a  15-minute  break.  If 
you  will,  please,  return  at  ten  minutes 
'til  the  hour.  Thank  you  very  much. 

(Singing) 

BISHOP  PAUP:  We'll  sing  that  verse 
again,  in  a  moment,  but  we  do  know 
that  there  are  some  health  concerns  in 
the  body.  We  know  that  we  don't  have 
time  now  to  name  them  all.  You  will 
want  to  lift  them,  of  course,  in  your 
heart  and  minds.  We  do  welcome  back 
Bishop  Sharon  Rader.  So  thankful  that 
she's  out  of  the  hospital  and  back  with 
us.  We  also  want  to  have  Carolyn  give 
us  a  word  about  Tom  Matheny,  so 
please,  if  you  will  hear  from  her. 

Prayer  for  Tom  Matheny 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Even  in  the 
midst  of  our  celebration  and  rejoicing 
and  in  the  middle  of  our  singing  we  re- 
alize that  there  are  persons  here,  and 
persons  absent  from  us,  because  of  ma- 
jor concerns  either  for  themselves  or 
their  families.  Yesterday,  no  Saturday, 
the  announcement  was  made  that  if 
you  wanted  greetings  sent  from  the 
Conference,  if  you  would  pass  a  note  to 
the  secretary's  desk,  here  at  the  front, 
we  would  see  that  was  done.  There's 
one  particular  one  that  at  this  time 
Bishop    Paup    has   allowed    us,   and 


wanted  that  we  bring  to  your  attention, 
to  the  attention  of  all  of  us.  And  that  is 
the  severe  illness  of  Tom  Matheny.  Tom 
ser\'ed  as  the  president  of  the  Judicial 
Council.  We  are  now  in  the  process  of 
voting  for  new  members  of  the  Judicial 
Council  to  fill  several  classes,  both  in 
lay  and  clergy  orders.  And  so,  because 
of  the  fact  that  Tom  is  not  with  us  be- 
cause of  his  illness  and  in  recognition  of 
the  service  which  he  has  given  across  a 
good  many  years,  not  only  as  a  presi- 
dent and  member  of  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil but  in  other  arenas  of  service,  I 
would  move  that  this  body,  along  with 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  send  our  love 
and  prayers  and  concern  to  Tom 
Matheny. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right.  If  you 
would  support,  would  you  lift  a  hand, 
please?  All  right,  you  have  supported. 
Let's  join  hands,  if  we  could,  and  take 
moment  for  prayer. 

(Music,  prayer,  singing) 

(Music) 

Thank  you  very  much.  We  have  a 
challenge  before  us.  We  have  about  30 
minutes  of  this  evening  of  business  re- 
maining, and  the  challenge  is  to  elect 
the  members  of  the  Judicial  Council  be- 
fore we  go  home  for  the  night.  I  think 
you  can  do  it. 

Rodolfo  Beltrdn  Elected 
to  judicial  Council 

All  right.  We  have  some  ballot  results 
now  before  us.  You  recall  that  you  have 
elected  one  layjjerson  already.  Valid 
votes,  1,839;  and  the  valid  number  of 
ballots,  924;  needed  to  elect,  460;  invalid 
ballots,  21.  We  will  research  that. 

(Applause) 
(Reads  Election) 

Rodolfo  Beltran. 

(Applause) 

you  have  elected.  And  I  failed  to  rec- 
ognize these  persons  before.  Is  Mary 
Daffin  here?  Is  Rodolfo  here?  Oh, 
there's  Mary.  All  right.  Mary,  we  want 
to  recognize  you  at  this  time. 

(Applause) 

Mary  was  elected  earlier.  Mary,  con- 
gratulations. 

(Applause) 

Okay,  is  Rodolfo  here  as  well?  All 
right.  Now,  let's  continue  with  the 
reading  of  votes  received.  James 
Holsinger,  378;  Sally  Geis,  334;  Paul 


Ervin,  216;JohnGray,  160;  Daniel  F.  Ev- 
ans, Jr,  57;  Mark  Loud,  46;  Edward  Hill, 
30;  Evelyn  Lynn  Catterson,  26;  Lonnie 
Brooks,  24;  William  White,  24;  Oscar 
Ferrer,  15;  James  Lamark  Cox,  Sr.,  14; 
Ann  Saunkeah,  7;  Steven  Lett,  6; 
Theophelous  Gambe,  4;  William  Todd, 
Jr,  3;  Clark  Williams,  3.  Now  the  reason 
the  names  appear  is  that  these  piersons 
are  still  receiving  votes,  and  so  that's 
why  their  names  appear  even  though 
one  was  elected  and  one  withdrew. 
Yes?  does  this?  is  this  in  regard  to  the 
balloting?  Please  go  to  mike  4. 

PAUL  ERVIN  (North  Georgia):  I  re- 
ally appreciate  the  honor  that  the  con- 
ference has  given  me  for  this  election, 
but  I  would  like  to  request  withdrawal 
and  ask  the  folks  who've  been  voting 
for  me  to  find  another  wonderful  candi- 
date. Thank  you. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you,  Paul. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

(Applause) 

I'm  going  to  ask  that  we  proceed  to 
the  next  ballot  for  the  lay  members  of 
the  Judicial  Council.  You  are  voting  for 
one.  We  will  receive  the  screen  with  the 
slate  of  candidates.  We're  not  candi- 
dates. 

(Laughter) 

Is  the  screen  ready,  please?  I'm  told 
they're  trying  to  erase  your  name,  Paul, 
and,  this  may  be  taking  just  a  moment. 
As  the  screen  appears,  let  me  remind 
you  that  having  elected  two  lay  mem- 
bers now  to  the  Judicial  Council  you 
will  be  electing  one  additionally,  and  so 
you  will  be  voting  for  one.  You  have  the 
screen  now  before  you.  Please  take  a 
moment  to  study  the  names  on  the 
screen.  All  right,  please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  Now  you  will  note  that 
we  have  to  exceed  50%  for  an  election.  I 
am  told  that  it  will  be  possible  for  us  to 
do  some  continual  voting  until  a  person 
is  elected;  because  now  you  are  voting 
for  one  and  the  results  apfjear  automat- 
ically. May  1  ask  if  you  are  willing  to 
continue  to  stay  with  lay  ballots  until 
the  next  lay  person  is  elected? 

CONGREGATION:  Yes! 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Thank  you  for  the  af- 
firmation. Let's  have  the  screen  again. 
Yes,  please,  mike  1 . 

JON  R  GRAY  (Missoun  West):  I  wish 
to  thank  theCouncil  of  Bishops  for  their 
nomination.  I'd  like  to  withdraw  my 
name  and  ask  the  delegates  to  find 
some  other  good  candidate  to  vote  for. 
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BISHOP  PAUP;  Jon,  thank  you.  Jon 
Gray  is  withdrawing.  Thank  you,  Jon. 

If  we  can  have  the  screen  at  least  with 
the  results  before  us  so  that  we  can  see 
that  once  again.  Well,  that  does  not  give 
us  the  results,  but  perhaps — Are  you 
willing  to  move  ahead  and  cast  another 
ballot? 

All  right,  you  find  the  names  now  be- 
fore you.  You  are  voting  for  one  person. 
Please  take  a  moment  to  reflect  on  these 
remaining  names.  All  right,  please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  Are  we  able  to 
pull  the  lay  screen  back  again?  There  it 
is.  Take  a  moment.  James  Holsinger, 
449;  Sally  Geis,  384;  James  Lamark  Cox, 
Sr.,  20;  Mark  Loud,  16;  Evelyn 
Caterson,  11;  Edward  Hill,  11;  William 
White,  9;  Rodolfo  has  already  been 
elected;  Lonnie  Brooks,  8;  Daniel  Ev- 
ans, 5;  Oscar  Ferrer,  5;  Ann  Saunkeah,  5. 
And  we'll  ask  for  the  screen  again  for 
lay  candidates  for  the  Judicial  Council. 

Once  again,  you  are  voting  for  one. 
Please  take  a  moment  to  reflect  on  the 
person  for  whom  you  wish  to  vote. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  Let 
me  read  this  for  you.  James  Holsinger, 
473;  Sally  Geis,  404;  James  Lamark  Cox, 
Sr.,  18;  Mark  Loud,  9;  Lonnie  Brooks,  5; 
Evelyn  Caterson,  5;  William  White,  5; 
Daniel  F.  Evans,  Jr.,  4;  Oscar  Ferrer,  4; 
Theophelous  Gambe,  2;  Edward  Hill,  2; 
Anne  Saunkeah,  2;  Steven  Lett,  1;  Wil- 
liam Todd,  1;  Clark  Williams,  1.  Yes, 
please?  Question?  Mike  3. 

JOHN  HORTON  (South  Georgia): 
The  percentages  that  are  shown  on  the 
screen  include  the  invalid  votes  of  per- 
sons already  elected.  If  those  numbers 
where  taken  out  because  they're  in- 
valid, that  would  change  the  percent- 
age figures.  If  we  calculate,  subtracting 
those,  it  may  be  that  we  have  an  election 
on  the  last  ballot. 

BISHOP  PAUP:  Are  the  tellers  pre- 
pared to  help  us  with  this?  Let's  check 
the  numbers  again.  Can  we  pull  up  that 
screen  please?  Do  we  know  if  the  949  is 
inclusive  of  all  the  ballots  cast?  Is  it  in- 
clusive, therefore,  of  invalid  ballots? 

Let  me  test  the  will  of  the  body. 
Would  you  proceed  to  take  another 
ball  ot? 

RESPONSE:  Yes. 

James  Holsinger  Elected 
to  judicial  Council 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right.  I'm  going  to 
ask  us  to  proceed  for  another  ballot. 
Would  you  bring  the  screen  back 
please?  All  right.  The  screen  is  before 


us.  Please  take  a  moment  to  reflect  on 
these  persons.  And  now  vote  when  the 
light  appears. 

(Applause) 

With  501  votes,  you  have  elected 
James  Holsinger.  Is,  is  he  here? 

(Applause) 

All  right,  thank  you.  And  now  I'm  go- 
ing to  ask  that  we  proceed  to  the  clergy 
ballot.  Did  we  have  a  result  on  the  last 
ballot?  All  right.  We're  going  to  vote  for 
one.  We're  going  to  vote  for  one.  If  you 
recall,  on  the  clergy,  we're  voting  for 
one  for  an  eight-year  term.  And  then  we 
will  have  one  additional  to  elect  for  a 
four-year  term.  Pardon?  Mike  7. 

PHIL  GRANGER  (North  Indiana): 
Bishop,  I  believe  we  did  not  have  a  re- 
port of  the  last  ballot  for  clergy. 

Keith  Boyette  Elected  to  judicial  Council 

BISHOP  PAUP:  All  right.  That  was 
my  question  as  well.  Is  there  a  report? 
Thank  you.  Keith  Boyette,  407;  Jane 
Tews,  314;  Theodore  Walters,  69;  Susan 
Henry-Crowe,  61;  Robert  Sweet,  25; 
Belton  Joyner,  23;  Philip  Finn,  9;  Linda 
Thomas,  7;  Frank  Davies,  6;  Elsie 
Crickard,  4;  Thomas  Griffith,  4; 
Francine  Taylor-Thirus,  3.  And  now  if 
we  may  have  the  screen  back  listing 
your  candidates  for  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil. You  will  be  voting  for  one,  for  one 
please.  And  now  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  The  results  are  Keith  Boyette, 
463;  Jane  Tews,  360;  Theodore  Walter, 
40;  Susan  Henry-Crowe,  3 1 ;  Belton  Joy- 
ner, 14;  Robert  Sweet,  13;  Elsie 
Crickard,  7;  Linda  Thomas,  5;  Frank 
Davies,  4;  Thomas  Griffith,  4;  Philip 
Finn,  3;  Thomas  Shanklin,  2;  Ralph 
Lawrence  Dill,  1;  Francine  Tay- 
lor-Thirus, 1. 

May  we  have  the  screen  please?  Can- 
didates for  the  Judicial  Council.  Voting 
again  for  one.  Please  take  a  moment  to 
reflect  on  the  names.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears. 

(Applause) 

You  have  elected  Keith  Boyette.  I'd 
like  to  have  the  screen  held  for  a  mo- 
ment though  please.  Is  Keith  here?  All 
right.  Let's  proceed  though,  because  we 
do  have  one  more  election.  Let  me  see 
the  results.  Jane  Tews,  355;  Theodore 
Walter,  23;  Susan  Henry-Crowe,  20; 
Belton  Joyner,  13;  Robert  Sweet,  13; 
Elsie  Crickard,  3;  Frank  Davies,  3; 
Linda  Thomas,  3;  Philip  Finn,  2; 
Thomas  Griffith,  1 ;  Thomas  Shanklin,  1 ; 


Ralph  Lawrence — all  right,  these  with 
0.  Now,  we'll  pull  the  screen  back  an- 
other time. 

Let  us  be  reminded  that  we  are  now 
electing  one  additional  clergy  person 
for  a  four-year  term — one  clergy  for  a 
four-year  term.  I  believe  it's  taking  a 
moment  to  remove  Keith  Boyette's 
name,  and  then  we  should  receive  the 
screen  again  with  the  remaining  names. 
All  right,  you  now  have  before  us  the 
remaining  names.  We're  going  to  be, 
again,  electing  one,  one  only,  a 
four-year  term.  Take  a  moment  to 
study  the  screen.  And  now  please  vote 
when  the  light  appears. 

(Applause) 

You  have  elected  Jane  Tews.  With  517 
votes,  you  have  elected  Jane  Tews.  Is 
Jane  here? 

(Applause) 

I'm  going  to  ask,  if  I  may,  if  these  per- 
sons who  we  have  elected  and  are  in  the 
hall  would  please  come  forward  at  this 
time  that  we  might  recognize  them. 
Would  you  please  come  forward? 

(Applause) 

I  am  going  to  ask  that  the  current 
members  of  the  Judicial  Council  come 
and  join  their  new  colleagues  here  on 
the  platform  and  I  am  going  to  have  a 
moment  where  we  can  all  enter  into 
prayer  thanksgiving  to  God.  I'm  told 
Rodolfo  is  coming.  Oh,  wonderful, 
come  on  Rodolfo,  welcome,  congratu- 
lations! 

(Applause,  prayer,  applause)  J 

I  am  now  going  to  turn  to  Carolyn 
Marshall    for    some    concluding    an-  ^^ 
nouncements.  fl| 

CARLOLYN  MARSHALL:  Yes  " 
Bishop,  I  believe  there  is  only  one  to- 
night. What  a  record.  There  will  be  no 
legislative  committee  meetings  this 
evening  following  adjournment,  (ap- 
plause) Hear  the  rest  of  it.  (laughter)  We 
have  a  reduced  staff  of  interpreters  and 
they  have  been  translating  all  day  and 
evening  and  we  have  been  informed 
that  they  are  exhausted.  We  need  them 
to  be  fresh  tomorrow.  We  need  all  of  us 
to  be  fresh  tomorrow,  too.  We  regret 
any  inconvenience  this  may  cause.  And 
as  was  announced  by  the  agenda  and 
calendar  committee,  legislative  com- 
mittees will  be  meeting  tomorrow  if 
your  are  not  finished  with  your  work  - 
from  1:30-3:30  with  the  exception  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  which 
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desires    to    begin   at    1:00.    That's    it, 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  PAUP;  Thank  you  very 
much.  Now  let  me  share  with  you  that 
there  are  still  alternates  to  be  elected  to 
the  Judicial  Council.  But  you  have  done 
so  well  tonight  in  electing  the  members 
to  the  council  that  we  are  not  going  to 
do  that  yet  this  evening,  but  instead  I 
send  you  to  your  rooms  with 
thanksgiving  for  a  wonderful  day. 
Thank  you  for  the  way  you  cooperated 
this  night.  Have  a  restful  night  and 
we'll  see  you  at  8:00  tomorrow  morn- 
ing. God  bless  you  all. 

Tuesday  Morning 
May  9,  2000 

(Bishop  Joseph  C.  Sprague,  presiding) 

(Applause) 
(Song) 

STEPHEN  D.  BRYANT  (Publisher, 
TIte  Upper  Room):  Be  good  stewards  of 
God's  manifold  grace  using  whatever 
God  has  given  us  to  the  glory  God. 

I  brought  a  lot  of  stuff  with  me  to  Gen- 
eral Conference,  and  perhaps  you  did 
too.  I  brought  a  lot  of  clothes,  I  brought 
a  lot  of  documents  and  books,  and  I 
brought  4  or  5  pairs  of  reading 
glasses — and  I've  only  lost  2  or  3 

(Laughter) 

using  up  what  I  brought.  But  this 
message  this  morning,  both  word  and 
in  dance,  reminds  me  that  God  has 
given  us  some  things  to  bring  as  well; 
and  that  each  of  us  comes  bearing 
gifts — gifts  of  God's  grace.  And  I'd  like 
to  invite  you  this  morning  to,  to  not  for- 
get that  God  has  given  you  something 
to  bring,  and  if  you  haven't  used  it  yet, 
you  have  a  few  days  still. 

What  is  the  gift  that  God  has  given 
you  to  bring  to  this  conference?  What 
gift  of  grace  to  this  community?  And 
what  is  the  gift  that  God  has  given  us  as 
a  people  called  Methodists  for  this 
world? 

Let's  take  a  moment  this  morning  in 
prayer  and  discernment  to  reflect,  first 
of  all,  on  what  is  the  gift  that  God  has 
given  you  to  bring  to  this  conference. 
What  is  the  gift  that  you  bring?  Is  it  the 
gift  of  persuasion  or  speech?  Or  is  it  the 
gift  of  a  listening  heart?  Perhaps  at  this 
point  in  the  conference  it's  the  gift  of 
forbearance  or  a  gift  of  forgiveness  or 
an  ability  to  speak  the  truth  in  love. 


And  what  is  the  grace?  What  is  the 
gift  that  God  has  given  us  to  give  to  the 
world?  That's  the  question  this  week. 
What  is  the  gift  that  God  has  given  us  to 
give  to  the  world?  I  want  to  invite  you 
to  take  one  minute  to  turn  to  a  person 
and  share  a  response  that  comes  to 
mind  with  regards  to  the  gift  that  you 
bring,  or  the  gift  that  we,  in  fact,  have 
been  given  to  give  to  the  world.  And 
help  each  other  identify  what  that  is 
this  morning.  Just  share  for  just  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  we'll  close  in  prayer. 

(Pause  for  sitaring) 

Let's  bring  our  sharing  to  a  close  and 
be  silent  for  just  a  moment  and  join  to- 
gether in  prayer.  Let  us  listen  to  God  for 
what  God  would  say  to  us  about  what 
God  wants  us  to  give,  what  God  is  giv- 
ing us  to  share. 

(Prayer) 

Gracious  God,  you  have  blessed  us 
with  your  life  in  and  through  Jesus 
Christ,  and  you've  given  us  even  more 
than  we  really  need  to  live  our  lives;  but 
you've  given  us  just  what  we  need  to 
live  your  life  for  the  sake  of  the  world. 
Help  us  today  to  be  good  stewards  of 
your  manifold  grace,  of  all  that  you 
have  given  us  to  give,  and  all  you  have 
blessed  us  to  be.  In  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

BISHOP  C.  JOSEPH  SPRAGUE:  All 
right,  thank  you.  As  Mary  Alice  Massey 
and  Fitzgerald  Reist  come,  we're  re- 
minded that  worship  has  to  do  not  with 
what  we  either  think  or  feel  but  rather 
worship  has  to  do  with  the  worthship 
of  God  and  with  our  abilities  to  sing 
praises  through  words  and  through 
wonderful  actions  such  as  the  dancers 
we  experienced  this  morning.  We're 
grateful  that  the  worthship  of  God  was 
acknowledged  in  action,  word,  and 
song  this  morning.  Thanks  to  the  wor- 
ship team  and  particularly  to  our 
preacher  of  the  morning.  Mary  Alice. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Rorida): 
Good  morning  Bishop  Sprague  and 
delegates.  This  morning  it's  my  privi- 
lege to  introduce  Hee-Soo  Jung  who  is 
the  vice-chair  of  the  Agenda  Commit- 
tee who  will  be  presenting  the  agenda. 
Hee-Soo? 

HEE-SOO  JUNG  (Wisconsin):  Thank 
you.  Bishop  Sprague  and  council  bish- 
ops and  all  members  of  the  delegation. 
On  behalf  of  the  Agenda  Committee  I 
present  our  agenda  today,  which  is 
printed  in  p.  2  in  today's  DCA,  vol.  4, 
no.  7. 


BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  The 
agenda  is  before  us.  Let  us  be  mindful 
as  we  prepare  to  vote  that  it  is  Tuesday 
Friday's  coming  as  we  adopt  th( 
agenda.  It  will  be  the  order  of  the  day. 
That  means  we're  binding  ourselves  to 
it.  As  many  as  would  accept  the  agenda, 
please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  698:  No.  7]  All  right,  the  agenda  is 
overwhelmingly  adopted.  Let  us  go. 

Consent  Calendars  A03.  B03,  COS 
Approved 

FITZGERALD  REIST:  Good  morn 
ing.  Please  turn  in  your  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  for  Monday,  May  8]  2000,  vol. 
4,  no.  6,  to  p.  1963.  The  third  Const-nt 
Calendar  begins  there.  On  page  1%3 
consent  calendar  A03  begins  with  Cal- 
endar Item  333.  On  page  1965  Calendar 
Items  354  and  355  have  been  removed 
at  the  request  of  delegates. 

HEE-SOO  JUNG  (Wisconsin):  Bishop 
I  move  the  approval  of  the  consent  cal 
endar  A03  with  the  exception  noted. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right  it  i^ 
properly  before  us.  Please  vote  accord 
ingly  when  the  light  appears. 

All  right  it  is  adopted.  (Yes,  748;  No. 

n] 

REIST:  On  page  1970,  consent  caleii 
dar  B03  begins  with  Calendar  Item  40'i 
There  are  no  changes  to  consent  calen- 
dar B03. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right  it  is  be 
fore  us  please  vote  when  the  light  ap 
pears.  [Yes,  801;  No.  SI  All  right  it  iv 
adopted.  Thank  you. 

REIST:  On  page  1977  consent  calen- 
dar C03  begins  with  Calendar  Item  454 
On  page  1978  Calendar  Item  461  has 
been  removed  at  the  request  of  dele 
gates.  On  page  1979  Calendar  Item  47"^ 
has  been  removed  at  the  request  of  del- 
egates. 

JUNG:  Bishop,  I  move  the  approval  of 
consent  calendar  C03  with  the  excep- 
tion noted. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  OK,  it  is  prop 
erly  before  us.  Please  vote  as  the  light 
appears.  [Yes.  805:  No,  10]  And  one-.- 
again  the  vote  is  positive.  Thai\k  you. 

JUNG:  This  concludes  our  agenda  to 
day,  thank  you. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you  very- 
much.  Mary  Alice?  It  is  our  under- 
standing that  we  are  to  be  visited  by  a 
Circuit  Rider  at  this  point.  We're  pre- 
pared for  the  visit. 


2176 


May  10.  2000 


Circuit  Rider  Ralph  Jarboe 
Rides  Horse  From  Kansas 

HARRY  E.  SHANER  (Commission 
on  the  General  Conference):  Bishop, 
members  of  the  General  Conference 
and  guests.  On  March  19,  Rev.  Ralph 
Jarboe  left  Erie,  Kansas,  on  horseback, 
riding  Scooby  Doo,  as  a  circuit  rider  to 
celebrate  the  bicentennial  of  the  United 
Brethen  in  Christ  Church.  Some  of  us 
remember  his  trip  in  1 984  to  Baltimore. 

Accompanying  Ralph  on  the  1,117 
mile  journey  are  his  two  sons,  Charles 
and  Matt,  taking  turns  on  Skip,  and  his 
wife  Marie  driving  the  van  and  trailer 
when  the  horses  were  on  the  ground. 
Ralph  is  an  elder  from  the  Kansas  area, 
having  served  as  pastor  in  the  Kansas 
West  Conference  for  30  years  and  in  the 
Kansas  East  Conference  for  two  years.  I 
present  to  you  the  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Jarboe, 
Jr. 

(applause) 

RALPH  E.  JARBOE,  JR.;  Bishops  and 
members  of  the  General  Conference,  I 
want  to  thank  the  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference  for  letting  me  ful- 
fill my  dream  of  riding  horseback  to 
General  Conference  for  the  second  time 
for   the   bicentennial    of   the   Uiuted 
Brethren  Church.  1  have  shared  with  60 
churches  this  time,  and  about  2,000 
people,    the    history    of    the    Untied 
Brethren  Church;  and  about  what  the 
circuit  riders  wore;  and  about  the  books 
they  carried  in  their  saddle  bags;  and  a 
message  about  the  Holy  Spirit  watch- 
ing over  us  as  we  travel  along  the  high- 
ways to  come  to  annual  conference;  and 
how  that  spirit  will  guide  and  direct 
each  of  us  on  our  faith  journeys.  I've 
also  taken  up  an  offering  for  my  ex- 
penses and  1  would  like  to  give  a  por- 
tion of  that  offering  to  Habitat  for 
Humanity.  That  amount  is  $1,500.00. 

(Applause) 

Thank  you  very  much  for  letting  me 
celebrate  the  bicentennial  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you  so 
much.  Thank  you  so  very  much. 

We  are  reminded  in  so  many  ways 
that  what  affects  one  of  us  directly  af- 
fects all  of  us  indirectly.  As  Dr.  King 
once  said:  "We're  all  tied  together  in 
one  mutual  garment  of  destiny."  We 
are  reminded  of  that  with  the  presenta- 
tion just  received.  We  are  further  re- 


minded of  that  by  the  sad  fact  that  a 
number  of  our  Central  Conference  del- 
egates could  not  be  with  us  because  of 
visa  difficulties.  Surely  we  share  their 
anguish,  we  hold  them  in  our  special 
prayers,  and  we  trust  that  they  know 
that  though  they  are  not  with  us  physi- 
cally, we  indeed  are  one  in  the  Spirit 
and  one  in  the  Lord.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of 
that  oneness  that  we  turn  now  to  Elena 
Tischenko  that  she  might  call  to  our  at- 
tention for  a  moment  of  prayer,  the  very 
somber,  serious  nature  of  this  day,  be- 
cause it  is  the  55'*'  anniversary  of  a  most 
auspicious  occasion.  Elena,  where  are 
you,  that  we  might  recognize  you  and 
you  might  go  to  the  appropriate  micro- 
phone. Yes,  mike  2  please,  mike  2. 

Prayer  for  Russia,  Past,  Present,  Future 

ELENA  Y.  TISCHENKO  (Russia  Pro- 
visional): Bishops  and  delegates,  my 
name  is  Elena  Tischenko.  I  am  from 
Russia  Provisional  Conference,  lay  del- 
egate. Fifty-five  years  ago  at  9""  of  May, 
1945,  the  Second  World  War  for  Russia 
was  ended.  But  more  than  13  millions 
of  Russians  were  killed.  It  was  about  25 
percent  of  our  population.  And  my 
grandmother  and  my  two  uncles  were 
killed,  too.  And  not  only  Russians,  a  lot 
of  soldiers  from  other  countries  and  cit- 
izens perished,  too.  This  is  the  reason 
why  I'd  hke  us,  the  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  about 
one  minute  of  silence  for  memory.  It 
will  be  not  minute  of  memory,  and  it 
will  be  a  minute  of  reminder  for  every- 
one who  would  like  to  start  a  new  war. 
And  if  possible  I'd  like  to  ask  Ruediger 
Minor,  our  bishop,  to  pray  with  us. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you  very 
much.  We'll  ask  Bishop  Minor  to  come 
to  the  microphone  that  he  might  be  pre- 
pared to  lead  us  in  prayer  as  we  now  si- 
lently both  rememijer  and  also  commit 
ourselves  to  the  presupposition  that  all 
of  us  are  brothers  and  sisters,  that  every 
war  is  a  civil  war.  Let  us  be  in  prayer. 

(Silent  prayer) 

BISHOP  RUEDIGER  MINOR  (Eur- 
asia); Awesome,  holy  and  merciful 
God.  We  remember  the  millions  who 
have  died  in  WWII  and  the  other  wars 
of  the  20"  Century.  Women  and  chil- 
dren, civilians  and  soldiers,  as  they 
have  been  dying  to  this  very  day.  We  af- 
firm our  belief  that  there  shall  be  no 
war.  And  yet,  we  are  aware  that  your 
children  continue  to  engage  in  war.  We 
pray  for  the  victims  of  wars;  in  Sierra 
Leone,  and  in  Kosovo,  and  in 
Chechnya,  and  in  other  places  of  our 


world.  As  a  church  of  ancient  times,  in 
many  nations  and  tongues,  we  pray  for 
your  mercy — (Greek  Sanctus  in  English 
interpretation)  Holy  God,  Holy  strong 
God,  Holy  immortal  God,  have  mercy 
upon  us.  Amen. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Amen.  Thank 
you.  We  turn  now  to  elections  for  the 
University  Senate.  Would  remind  you 
that  these  elections  are  by  plurality 
rather  than  by  majority,  which  simply 
means  that  in  each  category  the  two 
persons  receiving  the  most  votes  will  be 
those  elected  on  the  one  ballot.  Are  we 
ready  with  that  ballot?  Are  we  ready 
with  the  screen?  (Pause) 

All  right,  for  the  Chief  Executive  Offi- 
cer category.  Are  the  names  visible  or 
would  you  like  them  read?  If  someone 
would  like  the  names  read,  would  you 
lift  your  card?  If  not  I  shall  not— yes,  I 
shall  read  them.  1 -Wanda  Bigham; 
2-Thomas  W.  Cole  Jr.;  3-Mark  Collier; 
4-James  Evans  Douthat;  5-Kevin 
LaGree;  6-David  Maldonado;  7-Trudie 
Kibbe  (Preciphs)  Reed.  You  will  vote 
for  two;  but  you  will  do  that— yes,  I  see 
a  card.  Mike  4,  please.  Mike  4.  We  are  in 
the  midst  of  an  election  so  let  us  hear 
what  your  concern  is,  please. 

RANDALL  FLANAGAN  (West  Vir- 
ginia): In  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate 
that  we  received,  William  Hayden  was 
also  listed  as  one  of  the  nominees  by  the 
bishops  for  the  CEO  category;  his  name 
is  not  there.  I  inquire  concerning  why. 

Trudie  Kibbee  Reed  Elected 
to  University  Senate 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE;  Thank  you  very 
much.  It's  an  inquiry.  May  we  have  a 
word?  Page  1875,  I'm  told,  page  1875. 
We're  checking,  just  a  moment,  please. 
Thank  you  very  much.  We're  calling 
that  to  the  house's  attention.  He  has  al- 
ready been  appointed,  he  is  not  in  the  to 
be  elected  category.  So  the  names  read 
and  the  screen  itself  are  both  correct. 
The  gentleman  whose  name  was  lifted 
has  already  been  appointed. 

All  right,  are  you  ready  to  vote?  You 
will  be  voting  for  two,  you  will  vote  one 
at  a  time,  please  vote  for  your  first 
choice  when  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 
All  right,  prepare  now  if  you  would,  to 
vote  again  when  the  light  appears. 
(Pause)  The  names  are  before  you, 
please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
(Pause)  All  right,  as  you  can  see,  you 
have  a  vote.  You  have  elected  Trudie 
Kibbe  (Preciphs)  Reed  and  David 
Maldonado.  Is  either  in  the  house?  All 
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right,  nevertheless,  we  do  congratulate 
them  upon  their  election. 

(Applause) 

All  right,  let  us  move  to  the  next  cate- 
gory, please.  Soon  as  the  ballot  is  ready. 
Yes,  Mike  4,  please.  Mike  4.  Mike  4. 

DALE  SEGREST  (Alabama,  West 
Florida):  I'm  afraid  that  there  was  con- 
fusion in  the  vote  that  we've  just  taken. 
I'm  concerned  that  we  thought  we  were 
voting  two  times,  for  two  different  peo- 
ple and  that  some  may  have  voted  for 
the  same  person  twice.  I  don't  think  our 
instructions  were  clear  and  I  think  that 
there  is  a  problem  with  that  election. 

JOSEPH  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  as 
many  as  would  like  to  re-vote  the  previ- 
ous ballot  please  signify  with  1  when 
the  light  appears.  If  you  do  not  wish  to 
re-vote,  signal  with  the  2,  please.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  382;  No, 
517]  All  right,  the  first  ballot  is  valid 
and  the  elections  as  announced  are  in 
place. 

Let  us  now  prepare  for  the  next  cate- 
gory. I  seek  to  be  clear;  I  apjologize  if  1 
was  unclear  previously.  We  will  on  this 
occasion  vote  only  one  time,  and  the 
two  top  vote  getters  on  this  ballot  will 
be  the  two  elected.  I  apnslogize  for  the 
lack  of  clarity.  The  names  are  before 
you,  let  us  hear  them.  1-Willa  Bing-Har- 
ris;  2-Bruce  Birch;  3-Charlene  Black; 
4-Ted  Brown;  5-Maxi  E.  Dunnam; 
6-Sheila  Flemming;  7-Willie  Jones; 
8-Yong  S.  Lee;  9-Robin  Lovin;  10-Mar- 
jorieSuchocki;  11-Leslie  Wessman.  You 
will  vote  for  one  person  and  one  only, 
but  the  two  top  vote  getters  will  be  the 
persons  elected.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  (Pause) 

Charlene  Black  and  Maxie  Dunnam 
Elected  to  University  Senate 

All  right,  you  have  elected  Maxie 
Dunnam  and  Charlene  Black.  Are  they 
in  the  house?  (applause)  Here's 
Charlene  in  the  front.  Is  Maxie  here?  Is 
Maxie  on  the  floor?  Yes.  All  right,  when 
we  see  Maxie  we  will  surely  congratu- 
late him,  as  well.  Thank  you.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

We're  ready  now  to  move  to  calendar 
items.  We  will  turn  first  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  on  General  and  Judicial 
Administration,  Christine  Harman. 

Report  of  Committee  on  General  and 
Judicial  Administration 

CHRISTINE  HARMAN  (Kentucky): 
Thank  you  Bishop.  Good  morning.  I 
would  like  to  introduce  to  you  the  rest 


of  the  leadership  team  of  General  and 
Judicial  Administration.  Our  vice-chair 
is  Sam  Wynn,  a  clergy  delegate  from 
North  Carolina,  and  our  secretary  is 
Janet  Forbes,  a  clergy  delegate  from 
Rocky  Mountain.  I'm  Christine  Har- 
man, lay  delegate  from  Kentucky  serv- 
ing as  chair. 

Our  first  item  to  present  is  on  p.  1990. 
Calendar  Item  610,  Petition  31395, 
found  on  p.  608  of  the  Advance  DCA. 
The  committee  recommends  concur- 
rence with  reference  to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Con- 
currence is  recommended  with  refer- 
ence. Is  the  house  ready  to  vote? 

HARMAN:  (Re-reads  reference)  P. 
1990.  Calendar  Item  610,  Petition  31 395, 
found  on  p.  608  of  the  Advance  DCA. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  I'll  give 
you  time  to  find  that.  I  see  a  card.  Mike  4 
please. 

PAUL  ERVIN  (North  Georgia):  1 
thought  last  night  we  requested  to  have 
a  rationale  and  a  very  brief  explanation 
of  the  matter  before  the  house. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  may 
we  have  that  please. 

SAM  WYNN  (North  Carolina):  This 
particular  piece  of  legislation  is  re- 
questing that  a  forum  be  established 
within  GCOM  so  that  it  can  begin  to  co- 
ordinate and  to  facilitate  the  issues  and 
ministries  around  Native  American 
Ministries  in  our  church. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,are  you 
ready  to  vote?  As  many  as  would  con- 
cur, vote  1  and  those  who  would  not, 
vote  2  when  the  light  appears.  The  com- 
mittee is  supported.  Thank  you.  [Yes, 
846:  No,  73] 

HARMAN:  The  next  item  is  on  the 
same  page,  1990.  Calendar  Item  61 1 ,  Pe- 
tition 31 928,  found  on  p.  1 346  of  the  Ad- 
vance DCA.  The  committee  is  recom- 
mending concurrence  with  reference  to 
GCFA.  The  rationale  was  to  give  an  af- 
firmation to  the  transformation  and  the 
directions  that  are  being  achieved 
through  this  initiative  and  we  wanted 
to  see  it  continue. 

BISHOPSPRAGUE:  All  right,  are  you 
ready  to  act?  I  see  no  cards.  As  many  as 
would  vote  concurrence,  signify  with  1 
when  the  light  appears;  those  who 
would  not,  vote  with  2.  Vote  when  the 
light  app>ears  please.  The  committee  is 
supported.  Thank  you.  (Yes,  886:  No,  26] 

HARMAN:  The  next  item  is  again  on 
p.  1990.  Calendar  Item  612,  Petition 
31929,  found  on  p  1350  of  the  Advance 


DCA.  This  is  on  the  Shared  Mission  Fo- 
cus on  Young  People.  The  same  reasons 
-  to  give  affirmation  for  the  transforma- 
tion that  is  occurring  within  that  initia- 
tive and  to  provide  continuing  support. 
It  is  to  recommend  concurrence  with 
reference  to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  nght.  As 
many  as  would  support  the  committee, 
vote  1  when  the  light  appears.  Those  to 
the  contrary,  vote  2.  Vote  when  the  light 
apf>ears  please.  The  committee  is  sup- 
ported. ^Yes,  852;  No,  55i 

HARMAN:  Now  to  continue  the  pat- 
terns that  we've  been  living  out  in  our 
committee.  The  remainder  of  our  pre- 
sentations over  the  next  few  days  will 
be  made  by  various  individuals.  To- 
day's presenters,  in  order  of  their  af>- 
pearance,  are  Kathi  Austin  Mahle,  John 
Cooke,  and  Willard  Douglas. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right  -  Kathi. 
Admendment  to  Constitution  Preamble 

KATHI  AUSTIN  MAHLE  (Minne- 
sota): Thank  you,  Chris.  The  first  item 
that  we  will  be  voting  on  is  found  on  p. 
1991.  Item  no.  613,  Petition  30804.  This 
is  also  found  on  p.  730  of  the  Advance 
DCA.  This  is  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution. This  is  an  amendment  to  the 
Preamble.  The  legislative  committee 
has  voted  concurrence.  This  amend- 
ment brings  the  language  into  current 
usage.  It  reflects  our  current  situation. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore us.  When  we  vote,  if  it  is  approved, 
it  will  need  to  be  approved  by  at  least  a 
two-thirds  margin.  Are  you  ready  to 
vote?  Those  who  would  support  the 
committee,  vote  1.  Those  who  do  not, 
vote  2.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. You  have  supported  the  commit- 
tee in  excess  of  the  two  thirds.  Thank 
you. 

MAHLE:  The  second  item  is  just  be- 
low it.  Item  no.  614  on  p.  1991.  The  peti- 
tion no.  is  30805.  It's  found  on  p.  705  in 
the  DCA.  This  amendment  is  to  the  Dec- 
laration of  Union.  The  committee  votes 
concurrence.  As  you  read  on  p.  705,  you 
will  see  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  listed  in  the  second  line.  This 
is  a  misprint  in  the  Advance  DCA.  The 
original  petition  did  not  include 
"United"  of  the  two  organizations  that 
were  united,  so  it  was  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  and  the  Methodist 
Church.  Tliat  is  how  the  petition  read  as 
it  was  presented  to  the  Legislative 
Committee.  The  committee  votes  con- 
currence. 
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BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  this 
also  needs  at  least  a  two-thirds  vote. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  The 
committee  is  supported.  [Yes,  908;  No, 
17]  Kathil 

MAHLE:  This  concludes  the  work 
that  we  will  be  doing  today  on  constitu- 
tional issues. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you.  We 
turn  now  to  John. 

Required  Doctrinal  Standards  Rejected 

JOHN  D.  COOKE  (Western  New- 
York);  These  petitions  have  to  do  with 
general  administration  and  they  are  all 
foundonp.  1991  of  your  DC/\.  First  Cal- 
endar Item  615,  Petition  301 76  found  on 
p.  720  of  your  Advance  DC  A.  "General 
agencies  members  shall  uphold  doc- 
toral standards  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church."  Our  legislative  committee 
voted  nonconcurrence.  The  rational  be- 
ing that  these  that  these  could  be  ap- 
plied too  narrowly  in  requiring  people 
to  subscribe  to  a  particular  creed. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore us.  The  committee  recommends 
nonconcurrence.  As  many  as  would 
support  nonconconcurrence  vote  1, 
those  who  do  not  vote  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  Committee  has 
supported.  [Yes,  604;  No,  328]  All  right 
John. 

COOKE:  Next,  we  have  Calendar 
Item  616,  Petition  31012,  found  on  p. 
721  in  your  Advance  DCA.  The  title  of 
the  petition  is  somewhat  misleading.  1 
will  read  the  part  that  is  actually  being 
recommended  for  change  in  The  Book  of 
Discipline.  "All  management  staff  per- 
sons of  general  agencies  shall  be  per- 
sons who  hold  with  the  integrity  the 
faith  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
as  expressed  in  its  doctrinal  standards." 
That  is  the  part  that  would  be  added. 
Our  legislative  committee  recommends 
nonconcurrence.  The  reason  being  that 
we  have  long-term  employees,  espe- 
cially some  of  our  non-program  agen- 
cies. People  who  are  very  loyal  and 
work  very  hard  to  do  a  great  work  for 
the  church,  but  are  not  necessarily 
United  Methodist  and  is  some  cases 
may  not  be  members  of  the  Christian 
faith. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
motion  is  nonconcurrence.  As  many  as 
would  support  the  committees  move 
for  nonconcurrence  vote  yes  with  1, 
those  who  not  2  for  the  no.  Vote  when 
the  light  appears  please.  Committee 
has  supported.  fYes,632;No,302;john? 


COOKE:  Calendar  Item  617.  Petition 
31015,  found  on  p.  725  of  your  Advance 
DCA.  Our  legislative  committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence.  The  reason  be- 
ing that  we  felt  that  this  was  an  undue 
burden  on  the  GCOM,  especially  in  re- 
viewing people's  compliance  with  the 
general  rules,  which  are  a  historical 
document  in  some  ways  hard  to  apply 
to  our  contemporary  situation. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right  the  mo- 
tion for  nonconcurrence  is  before  us.  If 
you  would  support  the  committee,  vote 
with  the  1,  if  not  please  vote  with  the  2. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  The 
committee  has  supported.  [Yes,  684;  No 
247]  John? 

COOKE:  Calendar  Item  618.  Petition 
30290,  found  on  p.  722.  Our  legislative 
committee  recommends  nonconcur- 
rence. It  was  felt  that  this  would  apply 
in  some  states,  and  not  other  states,  also 
it  would  not  apply  in  central  confer- 
ences. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  non- 
concurrence  is  before  you.  As  many  as 
would  support  the  committee  vote 
with  the  1,  those  who  do  not  the  2. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  All 
right,  the  committee  is  supported,  [Yes, 
821;  No  101]  John? 

COOKE:  Calendar  Item  619.  Petition 
30289.  Found  on  p.  722  of  your  Advance 
DCA.  Our  legislative  committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence.  Once  again,  it 
was  felt  that  this  applied  to  some  states 
and  not  to  others  and  not  to  the  central 
conferences. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
motion  for  nonconcurrence  is  before  us. 
Those  who  would  support  the  commit- 
tee vote  with  the  1,  those  who  would 
not  vote  with  the  2.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  Committee  is  sup- 
ported. [Yes,  832;  No,  90]  Willard? 

WILLARD  H.  DOUGLAS  (Virginia): 
Bishop  Sprague  and  members  of  the 
General  Conference,  I  have  six  calendar 
items  to  report  on.  The  first  is  found  on 
p.  1848  DCA,  agenda  item  157.  This  is 
petition  30150,  on  p.  730  in  the  Advance 
DCA.  This  petition  requested  increas- 
ing the  judicial  council  membership  to 
1 1  with  the  guaranteed  membership  of 
two  from  each  of  the  jurisdictions,  and 
one  from  the  central  conference.  The 
committee  voted  nonconcurrence,  be- 
cause it  felt  that  this  was  discriminatory 
on  its  face. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
motion  for  nonconcurrence  is  before  us. 
If  you  would  support  nonconcurrence 


vote  the  1 ,  if  not  the  2.  Please  vote  as  the 
light  appears.  Committee  is  supported. 
[Yes,  786;  No,  124;  Willard. 

DOUGLAS:  Today's  item  is  also 
found  on  p.  1 848,  DCA  agenda  item  158. 
It's  Petition  30978,  on  p.  731  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA.  This  petition  also  requested 
increasing  the  membership  of  the  judi- 
cial council  to  11  members.  And  it 
would  also  set  term  limitations  which 
we  address  later.  And  for  those  reasons 
the  committee  voted  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  non- 
concurrence  is  the  motion  before  us.  If 
you  support  the  committee,  vote  1,  if 
you  do  not,  vote  2.  Please  vote  as  the 
light  appears.  Committee  is  supported. 
[Yes,  832;  No,  92] 

Geographically  Balanced  and  Enlarged 
]udicial  Council  Debated 

DOUGLAS:  The  next  agenda  item  is 
on  1991,  p.  1991.  This  is  agenda  item- 
Calendar  Item  620.  Petition  31593,  and 
its  in  the  Advance  DCA,  on  p.  731.  This 
petition  requested  that  each  jurisdic- 
tion in  central  conference  be  repre- 
sented by  one  elected  member.  The 
committee  sees  this  as  a  guaranteed 
quota.  And  in  view  of  our  prior  posi- 
tion, voted  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  if  you 
favor  nonconcurrence  vote  1,  if  not  vote 
1,  please  vote  as  the  light  appears.  Oh 
pardon  me  . . .  hold,  I  see  a  card,  mike  6 
please.  Mike  6. 

Mike  6. 

TIM  RISS  (New  York):  Bishop,  is  it  in 
order  to  amend  the  petition? 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  An  amendment 
is  in  order. 

RISS:  I  would  like  to  amend  by  plac- 
ing a  period  after  "shall  be  represented 
by  at  least  one  nominee,"  and  then  re- 
storing the  deleted  language,  and  then 
deleting  some  of  the  next  additional 
language  beginning  with  "having  each 
jurisdiction  represented,"  ending  with 
"without  concern  to  geographical  loca- 
tion provided."  Then  I  would  like  to  be- 
gin the  next  sentence  with  a  capital  A, 
which  will  then  read,  "A  majority  of  the 
elected  membership,"  etc.,  and  then  re- 
place the  word,  "does"  by  "shall,"  so 
that  these  two  sentences  will  read, 
"Each  of  the  jurisdictions  and  the  cen- 
tral conferences  as  a  group,  shall  be  rep- 
resented by  at  least  one  nominee."  And 
then  there's  language  about — that  I 
didn't  write  down  about  not  requiring 
one  from  each  jurisdiction,  and  then, 
"A  majority  of  the  elected  membership 
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shall  not  come  from  within  a  single  ju- 
risdiction or  central  conference  area." 
And  if  I  have  a  second,  I'd  like  to  speak 
to  it. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Is  there  a  sec- 
ond? All  right,  it  has  been  seconded. 

RISS;  I  think  we  need  a  Judicial  Coun- 
cil which  all  members  of  the  church  can 
consider  representative  of  them.  Judi- 
cial Council  is  the  only  disciplinary 
body  of  the  ...  at  the  General  Confer- 
ence level  which  is  not  made  geograph- 
ically representative  by  jurisdictional 
and  central  conference  membership. 
Decision  62  of  the  Judicial  Council  of 
the  former  Methodist  Church  found 
that  requiring  council  membership  to 
come  from  jurisdictions  and  the  central 
conferences  was  constitutional.  How- 
ever, in  our  committee  it  was  thought 
that  it  may  not  be  wise  to  require  such  a 
small  body  to  have  such  mandated  rep- 
resentation. I  think,  though,  that  it 
should  be  enough  to  ensure  some  geo- 
graphical breadth  if  no  region  of  the 
church  holds  a  majority  of  seats  on  the 
Judicial  Council.  And,  therefore,  1 
would  like  to  adopt  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Thank 
you.  Is  there  a  spieech  against  the 
amendment?  Is  there  a  speech  against 
the  amendment  see  none.  Let  us  pre- 
pare to  vote  on  the  amendment.  If  you 
would  support  the  amendment,  vote 
with  a  1;  if  you  would  not  support  the 
amendment,  vote  2.  Please  vote  as  the 
light  appears.  [Yes.  483:  No,  440}  All 
right,  the  amendment  is  before  us.  I,  1 
apologize  to  the  chair.  In  my  haste  1 
should  have  turned  to  you,  sir.  I  apolo- 
gize for  that.  Would  the,  would  the 
house  like  to  hear  from  the  chair  and 
re-vote,  or  do  you  want — all  right.  Let's 
hear.  I  will  rule  that  to  vote,  invalid,  be- 
cause of  my  mistake.  We'll  hear  from 
the  chair,  and  then  we  will  re-vote.  I'm 
sorry.  Willard? 

DOUGLAS:  Yes.  Members  of  the 
General  Conference,  the  committee  felt 
that  this  was  still  mandating  represen- 
tation from  each  of  the  jurisdictions  and 
from  the  central  conference.  And  for 
our  earlier  reasons,  that  this  was  a 
quota  of  guaranteed  representation,  the 
committee  felt  that  the  best  way  to  cre- 
ate diversity  was  having  the  electorate, 
the  General  Council — Conference — to 
vote  on  the  members,  and  as  was  exem- 
plified yesterday,  it  was  shown  that  we 
can  get  geographical  diversity.  And  the 
committee  also  felt  that  the  best  people, 
the  best  nominees  should  be  elected  re- 
gardless of  where  they  reside. 


BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  And 
now  let  us  vote  again.  If  you  would  sup- 
port the  amendment,  vote  with  a  1;  if 
you  would  not,  vote  the  2.  Please  vote 
as  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  421;  No.  506] 
The  amendment  fails  and  the,  the  chair 
apologizes.  I  am  sorry  for  that  faux  pas. 
And  now  the  motion  for  nonconcur- 
rence  is  before  us.  If  you  would  support 
the  committee,  please  vote  the  1;  if  not, 
vote  the  2.  Let  us  vote  as  the  light  ap- 
pears. lYes.  666;  No.  248]  All  right,  the 
committee  is  supported.  Willard? 

DOUGLAS:  All  right,  the  next  p. 
1991,  Calendar  Item  621,  Petition31594, 
p.  732  in  the  Advance  DC  A.  This  petition 
also  seeks  to  have  the  Judicial  Council 
reflect  the  geographic  diversity.  And 
for  the  reason  that  we  stated  in  Calen- 
dar Item  620.  the  committee  voted  non- 
concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Motion  for  non- 
concurrence  is  before  us.  If  you  would 
support  the  committee,  vote  1;  if  not, 
vote  2.  Let  us  vote  as  the  light  appears. 
All  right.  [Yes.  703;  No.  224]  The  com- 
mittee is  supported.  Willard? 

DOUGLAS:  Page  1991,  Calendar 
Item  622,  Petition  31596  found  in  the 
Advance  DCA  on  p.  732.  This  petition  as 
amended  sets  two  consecutive 
eight-year  terms  with  the  break  of  four 
years  before  a  member  could  seek 
re-election  to  the  Judicial  Council.  The 
committee  voted  concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  con- 
currence as  amended  is  before  us.  If  you 
would  support  the  committee,  please 
vote  the  1;  if  not,  the  2.  Vote,  please,  as 
the  light  appears.  (Yes,  829;  No,  87]  All 
right,  the  committee  is  supported.  Wil- 
lard? 

Mandatory  Retirement  Age 
for  judicial  Council  Rejected 

DOUGLAS:  Page  1991,  Calendar 
Item  623,  Petition  31789,  p.  733  in  the 
Advance  DCA.  This  petition  removes 
the  mandatory  retirement  age  of  70  of 
members  of  the  Judicial  Council.  And 
in  view  of  the  previous  vote  for  term 
limitations,  the  committee  voted  con- 
currence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  It  is  be- 
fore us.  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. As  many  as  would  support 
the  committee,  vote  with  the  1;  those 
who  do  not,  the  2.  Please  vote  as  the 
light  appears.  lYes.  739;  No.  180}  All 
right,  Christine. 

CHRISTINE  HARMON:  And, 
Bishop,  that  concludes  our  presenta- 
tion this  morning.  Thank  you. 


BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Thank  you  very  much. 

(Applause) 

Church  and  Society  Report 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  We  turn  now  to 
the  Legislative  Committee  on  Church 
and  Society.  Tern  Rae  Chattin.  I  see  a 
card  in  the  back  please,  Mike  6. 

TAKAYUKI  ISHII  (New  York): 
Bishop  and  members  of  the  conference, 
1  move  the  Petition  30058,  p.  1 908  of  the 
DCA.  item  no.  312  for  reconsideration. 
If  1  have  just  a  second  I'd  like  to- 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  On  which  side 
did  you  vote? 

ISHII:  On  which  side? 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  You're  voting 
for,  you're  asking  for  reconsideration. 

ISHII:  Yes. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Did  you  vote  in 

the  affirmative? 

ISHII:  No. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Then  it's  out  of 
order.  All  right,  Terri  Rae. 

TERRI  RAE  CHATTIN  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Thank  you  Bishop 
Sprague. 

BISHOPSPRAGUE:  You're  welcome. 

CHATTIN:  Would  like  to  first  intro- 
duce our  other  officers  for  our  commit- 
tee. Our  vice  chairperson  is  Robert 
Hoshibata.  Bob  had  to  be  away  for  sev- 
eral days  because  of  a  pastoral  emer- 
gency back  in  his  district,  so  Phil 
Granger  was  elected  as  our  interim  vice 
chairperson  and  we  thank  him  very 
much  for  graciously  coming  forward 
and  assisting  us  in  so  many  ways.  And 
of  course  doing  all  the  detailed,  well, 
just  that  special  detailed  work  was  our 
secretary,  Pat  Deal.  Thank  you. 

We  have  eleven  petitions  that  we 
would  like  to  share  today.  Our  commit- 
tee divided  up  into  sub-committees 
based  on  the  Social  Principles  catego- 
ries and  categories  in  the  Book  of  Resolu- 
tions. Our  presenters  for  the  various 
petitions  today  will  be  from  the  natural 
world,  William  Scott;  nurturing  com- 
munity, Jana  Bennett;  social  commu- 
nity, Richard  Parker;  and  political 
community,  Gail  Ford  Smith.  We  begin 
with  the  political  community. 

GAIL  FORD  SMITH  (Texas):  P.  1847 
in  the  DCA.  1847,  Calendar  Item  149, 
Petition  30525  also  found  on  p.  151  in 
the  Advance  DCA.  As  you  can  see  our 
committee  was  not  of  one  mind  as  we 
voted    nonconcurrence   for  opp>osing 
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food  and  medicine  blockades  or  embar- 
goes. It  came  out  of  the  subcommittee 
amended  and  supported  but  in  the 
whole  committee  there  was  nonconcur- 
rence  with  the  rational  that  food  and 
drug  embargoes  were  important  bar- 
gaining tools. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  com- 
mittee's motion  for  nonconcurrence  is 
before  the  house.  As  many  as  would 
support  the  committee  please  vote  the 
1 ,  those  who  do  not  the  2.  Let  us  vote  as 
the  light  appears.  Committee  is  sup- 
ported. Right,  Bill?  [Yes,  595;  No,  328] 

WILLIAM  SCOTT  (Mississippi): 
Page  1847  of  the  DCA.  Calendar  Item 
150,  Petition  30506  also  found  on  p.  1 1 1 
of  the  Advance  DCA.  The  title  of  that  pe- 
tition is  "Recycling  and  use  of  recycled 
products."  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  as  amended.  We 
amended  it  to  direct  the  general  agen- 
cies within  four  years  to  begin  to  use  re- 
cycled paper  in  our  print  material.  I 
move  the  adoption. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE;  All  right,  I  see  a 
card.  Number  6  please,  mike  6. 

JANET  STEPHENSON  (Iowa): 
Bishop,  I  would  recommend  that  this 
item  be  referred  to  GCF&A  to  consider 
the  budget  implications. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  motion 
to  refer  is  in  order.  As  many  as  would 
refer  please  vote  the  1  as  the  light  ap- 
pears, those  who  would  not  vote  the  2. 
It's  a  motion  to  refer,  let  us  vote  as  the 
light  appears.  All  right,  it  is  referred  to 
GCF&A.  [Yes,  518;  No,  393]  All  right. 
Bill. 

SCOTT:  Same  page,  1847,  item  no. 
151,  Petition  30025,  also  found  on  p.  39 
of  the  Advance  DCA.  This  petition  is  to 
"support  higher  quality  of  life  for  all 
God's  creation."  This  petition  is  really 
to  update  some  current  petition  that  is 
in  the  Book  of  Resolutions  and  we 
amended  it  by  rearranging  some  of 
lines  near  the  middle  of  that  page  as 
you  can  see  in  the  middle  column  there. 
You  can  see  where  we  did  that  and  also 
to  change  the  word  from  "grant"  to 
"entrust"  to  put  it  in  a  stewardship 
mode  and  we  recommend  it  to  you  for 
concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore the  house.  As  many  as  would  sup- 
port the  committee,  vote  the  1,  those 
who  do  not,  the  2.  Vote  as  the  light  ap- 
pears please.  You  have  supported  the 
committee.  fYes,  883;  No,  36]  Bill. 

JANA  BENNETT  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Chairperson  of  the  sub-committee  on 


nurturing  community.  The  next  calen- 
dar item  is  found  p.  1847,  Calendar 
Item  152,  Petition  30618,  found  in  your 
Advance  DCA  on  p.  84.  The  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence,  the  ra- 
tional is  that  this  petition  covers  items 
already  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
motion  for  nonconcurrence  is  before 
you.  All  right,  please  vote  appropri- 
ately as  the  light  appears.  All  right,  the 
committee  is  supported. 

BENNETT;  The  next  item  is  found  on 
the  same  page,  1 847,  Calendar  Item  1 53, 
Petition  30502,  found  in  the  Advance 
DCA  on  p.  40.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  with  reference  to 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  The  rationale  is  that 
this  is  the  direction  that  the  church  is 
going  and  needs  to  continue  to  go. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  if  you 
would  support  the  call  for  concurrence 
and  reference,  please  vote  1,  as  the  light 
appears,  2  if  you  do  not.  Vote  as  it  does 
appear.  Committee  is  supported  and 
reference  is  made.  [Yes,  737;  No,  191] 

BENNETT:  The  next  Calendar  Item 
299,  Petition  31376,  found  in  your  Ad- 
vance DCA  on  p.  96.  The  committee  rec- 
ommends nonconcurrence.  The 
ratioiiale  is  that  states  that  already  do 
not  have  no-fault  laws  for  divorce, 
there  is  still  a  high  rate  of  divorce  which 
is  coupled  by  increased  animosity  be- 
tween the  couple  divorcing  and  causes 
further  problems  for  the  children. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  It  is  before  us.  If 
you  would  support  non-concurrence 
vote  the  1,  if  not,  the  2.  Vote  as  the  light 
appears,  please.  (Pause) 

Right,  the  committee  has  supported, 
Jana. 

JANA  M.  BENNETT  (Rocky  Moun- 
tain): The  next  item  is  on  the  same  p. 
1907,  Calendar  Item  300,  Petition  num- 
ber 31259,  and  found  in  your  Advance 
DCA  on  p.  90.  The  committee  recom- 
mends non-concurrence.  The  rationale 
is  that  the  GBCS  fulfills  functions  that 
are  not  covered  in  other  areas  of  the 
church. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  I  see  a 
card  in  the  back.  Yellow  card  in  the 
back.  Mike  8,  please.  Mike  8.  Motion  is 
for  non-concurrence.  Mike  8,  please. 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  I  rise 
with  . . 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE;  Name  please 
and  conference. 


ROBERT  J.  LADD  (Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania): My  name  is  Bob  Ladd,  Eastern 
Pennsylvania. 

GBCS  Actions  in  Boy  Scouts  and 
Elian  Gonzdlez  Controversies  Questioned 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Mr.  Ladd. 

LADD;  I  rise  with  heavy  heart  to  ask 
the  Conference  to  consider  rejecting  the 
committee's,  the  committee's  recom- 
mendation and  I'd  like  to  speak  to  that. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Is  there  a  sec- 
ond? I  hear  the  second,  proceed. 

LADD:  I  have  worked  with  wonder- 
ful Christian  people  over  the  last  week 
and  I'd  . . . 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Sir,  is  there  a  mo- 
tion that .  .  .  simply  to  speak  against  is 
not  appropriate.  You  must  make  a  mo- 
tion to  which  you  then  can  speak. 

LADD:  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion 
that  we  reject  the  committee's  report. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  You  would  do 
that  in  the  voting,  sir.  You're  going  to 
need  to  find  a  little  different  way  to 
couch  it. 

LADD:  Okay. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  If  you  just  want 
to  speak  against  it,  is  that  what  you 
want  to  do? 

LADD;  That's  what  I  want  to  do. 
Okay,  thank  you.  I  have  spent  the  last 
week  working  with  wonderful  Chris- 
tian people  and  I  affirm  the  church's 
need  to  have  a  social  conscience.  I  af- 
firm the  process  that  we're  doing  here 
today  and  the  body's  decisions  even  if  I 
don't  fully  agree  with  them.  My  prob- 
lem is  with  the  board  and  its  leadership 
and  its  tendency  to  unilaterally  take  po- 
sitions that  I  don't  think  are  appropri- 
ate. I'd  like  to  use  as  an  example  my 
friends  from  the  Boy  Scouts,  who  are  on 
both  sides  of  the  homosexuality  issue, 
who  come  to  me  and  ask  me  why  our 
church — you  notice  they  don't  say  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society — wants  to 
tell  them  what  the  qualifications  for 
leadership  should  be,  since  they  don't 
ask  us  to  do  the  same.  I  also  have  a  con- 
cern about  our  involvement  with  the 
Elian  Gonzalez  case.  Although  I  affirm 
the  boy's  need  to  be  with  his  father, 
there  was  an  awful  lot  of  disagreement 
on  our  willingness  to  hire  the  Presi- 
dent's attorney  to  represent  his  father 
and  we . . .  every  time  these  things  hap- 
pen, I  believe  that  it  brings  us  to  a  point 
where  we  are  throwing  roadblocks  in 
the  very  mission  that  is  stated  and  writ- 
ten in  the  mission  of  the  church,  and 
that  is  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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I  ask  that  you  vote  "no"  in  this  commit- 
tee report  because  at  some  time  later  in 
this  Conference  we're  going  to  vote  for 
what  I  think  is  one  of  the  most  wonder- 
ful things  that  we  have  done  and  that  is 
the  Igniting  Ministry  and  every  time . . . 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  You  need  to  sum 
up  sir,  you  need  to  sum  up. 

LADD:  I  will  do  that.  Finally,  every 
time  this  sort  of  thing  happens  it  does,  it 
has  a  negative  public  relation  effect  that 
will  not  be  offset  by  the  positive  one  of 
the  Igniting  Ministry  campaign.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  thank 
you.  I  apologize  for  confusing  all  of  us 
there,  for  a  moment.  That  was  a  speech 
against  non-concurrence.  If  there  is  a 
speech  for  non-concurrence  we  will  re- 
ceive it  now.  If  not,  we  will  turn  to  the 
chair.  Yes,  this  is  a  speech  for  non-con- 
currence? All  right  if  you  would  come 
to  mike  2,  please.  Mike  2. 

SHAWN  HARTMAN  (Central  Penn- 
sylvania): I  agree  with  the  committee's 
recommendation  of  nonconcurrence, 
bishop.  The  reason  being  if  individuals 
take  the  time  to  read  the  press  releases 
and  the  statements  released  by  the 
GBCS  we  have  full  support  of  the  Social 
Principles  and  the  Discipline  and  what 
they  perceive  as  their  work.  What  we 
are  attempting  to  do  by  the  last  speech 
is  eliminate  a  board  simply  because 
they  choose  not  to  agree  with  the  issues. 
I  can  sit  as  an  Eagle  Scout  before  you 
and  tell  you  I  affirm  the  GBCS's  work 
but  we  are  doing  is  approaching  this 
from  the  wrong  direction  eliminating  a 
positive  ministry  for  the  church  simply 
because  people  choose  not  to  agree 
with  what  our  Book  of  Resolutions  says 
and  what  our  Discipline  currently  says. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  It  is  a  speech  for 
non-concurrence  in  support  of  the  com- 
mittee. Jana,  would  you  like  to  speak? 

JANA  M.  BENNETT  (Rocky  Moun- 
tain): Yes,  we  have  considered  some  of 
the  issues  raised  by  both  speakers  and 
believe  that  this  is  covered  already  in 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  especially  in  para- 
graph 1011  found  on  p.  463,  and  so  we 
would  recommend  non-concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  If  you 
would  support  non-concurrence  you 
vote  1,  if  you  do  not,  you  vote  2.  Please 
vote  as  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 
Non-concurrence  is  supported.  Thank 
you  Jana.  (Yes.  644;  No,  284}  Gail? 


Handguns  and  Gun  Violence  Petititon 
Debated 

GAIL  FORD  SMITH  (Texas):  On  that 
same  page  1907,  Calendar  Item  301,  Pe- 
tition 30840,  also  found  on  p.  143  in  the 
Advance  DCA.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  as  amended,  which 
adds  a  new  text  to  the  "Gun  Violence  in 
the  United  States"  in  the  Book  of  Resolu- 
tions. A  rationale  is  that  in  light  of  the 
gun  violence,  increasing  gun  violence 
in  America,  this  was  an  appropriate 
statement. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  a  mo- 
tion for  concurrence  is  before  you.  Yes,  I 
see  a  green  card.  Mike  four,  please. 
Mike  four.  Name  and  conference 
please. 

SCOTT  KELSO  (West  Ohio) 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Scott. 

KELSO:  I  would  like  to  amend  by  de- 
letion. I  would  like  to  delete  the  word 
handguns.  If  I  have  a  second,  I'd  like  to 
speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  I  hear  the  sec- 
ond. Please. 

KELSO:  I  was  in  the  legislative  sec- 
tion that  worked  on  this,  and  I  agree 
with  everything  except  the  word  hand- 
gun, which  was  added  kind  of  at  the  last 
moment.  And  we  had  a  person  from  the 
general  board  give  us  a  definition  of  the 
automatic  weapons,  weapons  that  can 
fire  30  rounds  f>er  second,  sometimes 
even  more,  and  can  use  armor-piercing 
bullets  and  this  kind  of  thing.  I  think  we 
all  agree  that  the  general  public  does 
not  need  weapons  like  that  that  are  just 
designed  to  kill  as  many  people  as 
quickly  as  possible.  But  if  we  pass  this 
with  the  word  handguns,  what  we're  in 
effect  doing  is  asking  America  to  dis- 
arm herself.  And,  you  know,  we  have  a 
constitutional  right  in  the  second 
amendment,  I  believe,  to  bear  arms. 

I  am  not  an  NRA  member,  and  I  am 
not  a  gun  enthusiast;  but  I  believe  that 
we  have  a  right  to  protect  ourselves  in 
our  own  homes.  If  someone  breaks  into 
my  home  in  the  middle  of  the  night  to 
do  bodily  harm  to  myself  or  to  my  wife, 
I  can't  pull  out  the  Book  of  Resolutions 
and  say  "Wait  a  minute,  I'm  a  United 
Methodist.  I've  got  a  position  on  this." 

(Laughter  and  vocal  responses) 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Let  the  house  be 
in  order  now.  Let  the  house  be  in  order. 
Give  the  brother  his  time. 


KELSO:  And  1  think,  1  think  it  just 
goes  too  far  to  add  the  word  handgun,  so 
I  would  delete  that  word. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  to  delete /iflfK^^Mns.  I  see  a 
card  in  the  far-reaches.  It  looks  like  an 
orange  card.  Yes,  you  who  are  stand- 
ing. Mike  eight,  please.  This  should  be  a 
speech  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. Is  that  true? 

JEREMIAH  THOMPSON  (Illinois 
Great  Rivers):  It  is. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Mike  eight,  main 
conference  please. 

THOMPSON:  I  would  like  to  speak 
against  the  amendment.  I'm  from  a  city 
named  Kankakee,  Illinois,  which,  while 
I  was  in  high  school,  had  proportion- 
ally the  second  highest  murder  rate  in 
the  country.  I  had  friends  who  were 
robbed  at  gunpoint.  One  of  my,  one  of 
the  people  that  went  to  my  high  school 
was  shot  and  killed.  I've  seen  the  vio- 
lence that  is  awash  in  our  society  and  I 
have  to  ask,  if  we're  really  the  disciples 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  shouldn't  we 
speak  against  guns?  Guns  are  destroy- 
ing our  society.  They're  destroying  my 
generation.  They're  destroying  future 
generations.  We  need  to  take  a  stand. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  before  us.  We've  had  a 
speech  on  both  sides.  We  need  now  a 
speech  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to 
delete  handguns.  Over  here,  mike  seven 
please.  Mike  seven. 

RON  BARHAM  (Mississippi):  Just  a 
point  of  clarification.  This  did  not  call 
for  a  ban  on  handguns  or  assault  weap- 
ons but  only  on  those  that  could  not  be 
delected  by  traditional  metal  detecting 
devices.  Is  that  not  correct?  (Inaudible 
discussion  and  clarification)  It  says  that 
cannot — thank  you. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  is  there 
a  speech  against  the  amendment?  In,  in 
the  far-reaches,  person  standing  with 
the  card,  now  standing.  No  sir,  the,  the 
woman  behind  you.  Mike  eight.  Mike 
eight.  This  should  be  a  speech  against, 
against  the  amendment.  Is  that  the 
case? 

BEVERLY  WILKES  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Yes,  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  name 
and  conference,  please. 

WILKES:  I  rise  to  speak  against  taking 
handguns  out  of  this  petition.  1  am  the 
person  that  put  handguns  in  the  petition 
with  the  confession,  coming  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  I  own  a  handgun,  but  I  am 
abo  willing  to  give  that  handgun  up  be- 
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cause  the  society  that  I  grew  up  in  is 
quite  different  from  the  society  that  I 
am  currently  present  and  member  of. 
The  escalation  of  violence  and  many  of 
our  children  are  killed  in  homes  where 
there  are  handguns.  And  so  it  is  pre- 
cisely that  we  wanted  hatidguns  in  this 
amendment,  because  that  tends  to  be 
the  result  of  a  lot  of  the  children  being 
killed  accidentally. 

But  also,  in  clarity,  the  weapons  that 
cannot  be  detected  by  traditionally 
used  metal  detection  devices  is  inclu- 
sive; it  does  not  exclude.  We  are  calling 
for  America  to  disarm  itself  for  the  sake 
of  our  children  and  for  the  sake  of  too 
many  others  who  died  too  soon  be- 
cause we're  trying  to  police  ourselves, 
when  we  have  professionals  who  can 
police  us  if  we  would  allow  ourselves 
the  freedom  to  trust  them.  Yet  give  our- 
selves the  right  to  bear  arms  for  the  sake 
of  sporting,  as  it  relates  to  the  situation 
we  have  in  ecology  where  we  may  have 
too  many  deer.  We  don't  need  a  357 
Magnum  to  kill  a  deer. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Time  to  sum  up. 
Thank  you.  All  right,  we've  had  two 
speeches  on  either  side.  Is  there  a 
speech  in  favor  of  the  amendment?  In 
favor  of  the  amendment?  Yes  sir,  mike 
three  please.  Mike  three. 

LELAND  MCKEOWN  SR.  (Horida):  I 
speak  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  be- 
cause traditionally  we  have  been  al- 
lowed to  protect  our  own  homes.  I  have 
a  pistol  in  my  house,  my  son-in-law  has 
one  in  his,  and  my  son  has  one  in  his. 
We  have  these  in  order  to  have  protec- 
tion in  our  homes.  Not  a  day  goes  by 
hardly  that  you  don't  read  a  article  in 
the  newspaper  where  some  person  has 
been  able  to  ward  off  an  invader  into 
their  home  because  they  had  the  ability 
to  scare  the  person  away.  If  you  think 
that  putting  a  ban  on  handguns  is 
gonna  get  rid  of  handguns,  I'd  like  to 
sell  you  a  bridge  in  New  York.  It's  just 
not  going  to  work  that  way  because  the 
criminals  are  still  going  to  have  the 
handguns.  The  American  people  have  a 
right  to  protect  their  homes  and  this  is 
the  best  way  to  do  it  on  an  individual 
basis.  So  I  speak  in  favor  of  this  amend- 
ment. Please  remove  handguns  from 
this  legislation. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  sir. 
Thank  you.  We  now  can  receive  one  fi- 
nal speech  before  we  hear  from  the 
chair.  This  speech  would  be  against  the 
amendment.  The,  the  woman  here  in 
the  white,  white,  the  jumper  with  the, 
with  the  white  sleeves,  mike  seven 


please.  Mike  seven.  Mike  seven.  I  see 
she's  not  going.  The  gentleman  stand- 
ing in  the  black  shirt.  Yes,  mike  eight. 
Mike  eight.  Mike  eight. 

PHILIP  AMERSON  (South  Indiana): 
It  was  the  Fourth  of  July  weekend  this 
past  summer  that  Won  Joon  Yoon,  a 
young  Korean  man  in  our  community, 
was  on  his  way  to  the  United  Methodist 
church,  and  he  was  killed  by  a  handgun 
bought  in  a  show;  part  of  a  hate  crime 
that  touched  others  of  you  in  the  Mid- 
west. I  think  it's  time  for  the  church  to 
clearly  say  that  handguns  are  inappro- 
priate, especially  the  ones  that  are  used 
in  the  streets  of  our  cities  to  kill  our  chil- 
dren. Most  handgun  tragedies  occur  in 
homes  on  the  families  who  own  those 
guns,  over  90%,  and  so  I  would  encour- 
age us  to  vote  against  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  thank 
you.  We  will  proceed  to  vote  on  the 
amendment. 

GAIL  F.  SMITH  (Texas):  The  inclu- 
sion of  handguns — 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  What  is  your 
point  of  order  please.  Go  to  the  mike, 
mike  2,  state  your  point  of  order  please. 

JACK  W.  PLOWMAN  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  Sir,  my  point  of  order  is 
that  the  person  who  proposed  the 
amendment  should  be  the  last  to  speak. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  No,  no  that  is  not 
true  . . .  Gail. 
SMITH:  The  inclusion  of  handguns. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Pardon  me  just  a 
second.  I  don't  want  to  be  abrupt.  It's 
when  it's  a  committee,  then  the  com- 
mittee has  the  right  before  the  chair.  But 
when  it  comes  from  the  floor,  not  so. 
I'm  sorry  for  being  abrupt. 

SMITH:  The  inclusion  of  handguns 
was  a  difficult  decision.  There  was  a 
powerful  witness  from  the  delegate 
from  Great  Britain  who  reminded  us  of 
the  gentleman  who  walked  into  a  class- 
room and  murdered  children  and  their 
teacher.  She  said  the  next  day  in  Britain 
began  the  process  of  banning  hand- 
guns. That  the  people  were  willing  to 
give  up  some  of  their  freedom  in  order 
to  ensure  the  safety  of  its  most  vulnera- 
ble. We  agreed. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE.  All  right  we  are 
voting  only  on  the  amendment.  If  you 
would  support  the  amendment  vote  1  if 
you  do  not  vote  2.  Vote  as  the  light  ap- 
pears, vote  now,  as  the  light  appears. 
[Ves,  358:  No,  574]  The  amendment  is 
not  supported,  therefore  the  main  mo- 
tion for  concurrence  as  amended  and  as 
it  is  printed  before  you  is  before  us  from 


the  committee.  I  see  a  hand  in  the  back, 
yes.  No.  5  please,  no.  5,  yes  sir,  you.  The 
motion  to  concur  is  on  the  floor.  Mike  5. 

NOE  C.  VALDERMA  (North-West 
Mindanao  Philippines):  Mr.  President, 
I  would  like  to  make  an  amendment, 
another  amendment. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right. 
VALDERMA:  An  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  No,  there  is  no 
amendment. 

Debate  on  U.S.  Or  Global  Mandate 
for  Gun  Amendment 

VALDERMA:  Gun  violence  in  the 
United  States  and  in  all  countries  in  the 
world  because  this  motion  limits  only 
to  the  U.S.  but  even  in  the  Philippines 
and  elsewhere  we  have  the  same  prob- 
lem so  we,  my  amendment  does  not 
limit  only  to  the  U.S.  problem  on  gun 
violence,  but  it  should  include  another 
countries  and  all  countries  of  the  world. 
That  is  my  amendment. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Would 
you  please  write  that  so  that  the  secre- 
tary might  have  it.  And  would  you  state 
it  again  for  us  please  as  it  is  before  the 
house.  Just  speak  the  amendment  if  you 
would.  As  you  want  it  to  be  heard,  and  t 
as  you  will  write  it.  Mike  5  please.  There  . 
is  nothing  else  on  the  floor  except  the 
main  motion  and  this  would  be  an 
amendment  to  it. 

VALDERMA:  The  amendment  is  not 
to  limit  gun  violence  in  the  U.S.  but  to 
include  all  countries  in  the  world. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right  so  the 
language  would  be  to  call  upon  all  gov- 
ernments, sir?  I'm  trying  to  hear  what 
you  want. 

VALDERMA:  Yes,  sir. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Call  upon  all 
governments.  Right,  that  is  the  amend- 
ment before  us.  It  was  seconded,  is 
there  anyone  who  wishes  to  speak 
against  the  amendment.  Yes,  mike  4 
please,  mike  4.  The  amendment  is  be- 
fore us,  only  the  amendment. 

WALTER  KIMBROUGH  (North 
Georgia):  Bishop,  I'm  wondering  if  the 
maker  of  the  amendment  would  accept 
these  additional  words.  All  govern- 
ments where  there  is  a  United  Method- 
ist presence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Let's  treat  this  as 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  be- 
cause the  first  amendment  is  now  the 
house's  and  it  really  not  for  him  to  say  it 
is  for  the  house. 
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KIMBROUGH:  All  right. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Go  ahead  Wal- 
ter. Is  there  a  second?  Is  there  a  second 
to  the  amendment.  All  right,  Walter 
please.  No.  4  please,  mike  4. 

KIMBROUGH:  I  think  it  is  very  im- 
portant for  us  to  acknowledge  where 
we  are  and  at  this  moment  in  history  we 
are  not  in  every  part  of  the  world.  But 
wt-  re  we  are  located,  we  have  a  moral 
obligation  to  call  upon  those  govern- 
ments to  be  accountable  in  the  interests 
of  the  people,  and  for  that  reason  I  sub- 
mit this  amendment. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  And  before  you 
are  seated  would  you  state  if  again 
please,  that  we  might  have  the  words. 

KIMBROUGH:  That  we  call  upon  all 
goverments  where  there  is  a  United 
Methodist  presence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  thank 
you.  This  is  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment.  It  is  before  us.  Please  write 
it  down,  Walter,  that  we  might  have  it. 
Is  there  anyone  who  wishes  to  speak 
against  the  Kimbrough  amendment? 
All  right  if  you  would  support  vote 
with  the  1  if  you  do  not  support  vote 
with  the  2.  Pardon?  Oh,  I  am  sorry. 
Chair,  pardon  me.  Pardon  me.  Gail,  go 
right  ahead. 

SMITH:  I  think  we  can  agree  to  that. 
We  knew  it  was  American  specific  and 
it  will  take  a  little  more  editorial  work, 
but  that'll  be  fine. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  thank 
you,  and  I  apologize.  All  right  the 
Kimbrough  amendment  is  before  us  if 
you  would  support  it  vote  the  1  if  you 
do  not  vote  2.  Vote  as  the  light  appears. 
All  right,  now  we  must  vote  on  the 
amendment  as  amended.  In  essence  it 
functions  as  a  substitute.  Those  who 
would  ...  oh  I  see  a  card  in  the  back, 
mike  8  please.  Mike  8.  Mike  8. 

ULISES  TORRES  (New  England): 
Bishop,  I  have  a  question  for  the 
amendment.  Will  the  name  of  the  US 
country  disappear  as  we  make  a  refer- 
ence to  all  goverments  where  there  is  a 
United  Methodist  presence? 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  It  is  still  there 
would  be  my  understanding. 

TORRES:  It  would  remain? 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  It  is  my 
understanding. 

TORRES:  OK. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  No?  Ail  right, 
Walter,  speak.  I'm  sorry.  I'm  listening 
to  my  elders  and  to  my  innards,  I'm 
sorry. 


TORRES:  It  is  my  understanding  that 
if  would  be  taken  out.  I  wish  to  suggest 
that  it  remains,  because  . . . 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  why 
don't  you  hold  let's  see  and  if  we  then 
need  to  amend  we'll  give  you  a  shot. 
OK,  Walter.  Walter,  mike  4  please. 

KIMBROUGH:  The  intent  is  to  delete 
it,  US.  We  are  a  global  church.  We  have 
been  trying  to  say  that  consistently.  If 
we  don't  mean  if,  let's  stop  saying  it. 
I'm  convinced  we  are  a  global  church 
and  so  what  applies  to  us  in  the  United 
States,  as  was  indicated  earlier  by  our 
previous  speaker,  if  applies  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  we  sought  to 
add  where  there  is  a  United  Methodist 
presence.  All  governments  where  there 
is  a  United  Methodist  presence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  so 
mike  8  please,  mike  8. 

TORRES:  The  question  is  that  vio- 
lence on  the  streets,  on  the  schools,  ev- 
erywhere in  the  society  is  a  unique 
phonemenon  of  our  society  and  to 
make  it  that  general,  it  will  water  down 
the  original  intent.  So  I  wish  to  suggest 
that  the  US  and  all  other  societies  where 
there  is  a  United  Methodist  presence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right  that  is 
the  amendment  before  us.  Is  it  sec- 
onded. All  right  I  hear  the  second.  Is 
there  one  who  would  speak  against  if? 
Yes,  mike  2  please.  Mike  2.  This  is  the 
amendment  specific  to  the  United 
States  plus. 

RONALD  BRETSCH  (North  Central 
New  York):  Thank  you  Bishop.  Yes,  the 
use  of  handguns  and  other  means  in  the 
United  States  is  exceptionally  high. 
Whether  it  is  higher  than  where  there 
are  United  Methodists  in  Kosovo,  cer- 
tainly Sierra  Leone  is  1  think  question- 
able. I  speak  against  setting  aside  the 
United  States  and  speak  in  favor  of  us- 
ing the  more  generic  language  of  all 
countries.  My  main  rationale  as  was 
stated  before  is  that  as  we  move  toward 
being  a  global  church  we  must  be  more 
inclusive  and  certainly  this  applies  to 
many  other  countries. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Is  there 
a  speech  for  the  amendment.  Yes,  mike 
6,  please,  mike  6. 

BETH  CAPEN  (New  York):  Thank 
you  Bishop.  Although  1  agree  with  the 
intent  of  making  it  more  global  and  I 
guess  it's  going  to  take  us  more  than 
this  General  Conference  to  get  the  Book 
of  Resolutions  expanded  into  a  much 
more  global  context,  the  reason  why  I 
sf>eak  in  favor  of  the  amendment  is  if 


you  look  at  page  143  of  the  DC  A  which 
sets  forth  the  entire  resolution,  we'll 
find  that  the  entire  resolution  sets  forth 
continually  the  statistics  that  deal  spe- 
cifically with  the  United  States.  And  for 
that  reason  I  would  support  Ulises' 
amendment. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  is  there 
a  speech  now  against  the  amendment, 
we've  had  2  for  and  1  against.  All  right, 
chair,  Gail. 

SMITH:  We  did  spend  time  in  the 
committee  discussing  this  very  nature 
and  I'm  inclined  to  support  Ulises 
amendment  that  recognizes  the  United 
States  and  then  is  inclusive  of  the  rest  of 
the  world.  We  wanted  to  be  very  clear 
that  Americans  understood  this  posi- 
tion and  also  to  honor  the  unique  char- 
acter of  other  countries  and  govern- 
ments as  well. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  before  us.  If  you  would 
support  it  vote  1  if  you  would  not  vote 
2.  Vote  as  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  711; 
No,  2061 

All  right,  it  is  adopted,  and  this  is  the 
main  motion,  and  it  is  before  us.  I  see  a 
hand,  yes,  a  card,  mike  8.  We  have  the 
main  motion  before  as  adop — as 
amended.  Mike  8. 

LEWIS  F.  TIBBITS  (Detroit):  I  stand 
against  the  motion  as  it  is  written.  I  be- 
lieve that  there  will  be  many  more  peo- 
ple lose  their  lives  if  we  strike  out,  or  if 
we  have  in  this  amendment,  handguns. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Sir,  we're  be- 
yond that. 

TIBBITS:  I  know  that.  I'm  sorry. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  You're 
out  of  order,  then.  Please  be  seated. 

TIBBITS:  No.  I'm  not  talk— OK,  I  can't 
speak  on  this? 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  You  can  speak 
on  the  motion,  but .  .  . 

TIBBITS:  That's  what  I'm  speaking  of. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Go— go  right 
ahead. 

TIBBITS:  OK.  I'm  against  violence.  I 
love  children.  I  work  with  children.  But 
I  believe  we  would  help  our  cause  here 
if  we  would  state,  or  realize,  that  proba- 
bly soon  there  will  be  a  law  that  man- 
dates all  guns  that  are  purchased  will 
have  a  trigger-safety  device  before  it  is 
lawful  to  purchase  them. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  so  that 
is  a  speech  against  the  whole  motion  as 
it  is  before  us.  All  right.  Is  there  a  speech 
for?  Yes,  mike  4,  please.  Mike  4.  We've 
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had  a  speech  against,  and  now  we're 
going  to  hear  a  speech  for.  Mike  4. 

PHYLLIS  S.  FERGUSON  (Pacific 
Northwest):  Bishop,  I  call  for  the  ques- 
tion and  all  that  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
question  is  called.  We  have  had  suffi- 
cient speeches,  so  it  is  in  order.  It  re- 
quires a  two-thirds  vote.  If  you  would 
support  the  question,  please  vote  1 
when  the  light  appears;  if  not,  vote  2.  It 
requires  two-thirds.  [Yes,  834;  No,  SO] 
All  right,  it  does  and  now  let's  hear 
from  the  chair,  and  then  we  will  vote. 

GAIL  F.  SMITH  (Texas):  I  encourage 
your  support  of  this  petition. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the  pe- 
tition is  before  us.  If  you  support  it,  vote 
1  when  the  light  appears;  if  not,  vote  2. 
Vote  as  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  724;  No, 
205]  The  report  is  supported.  All  right. 
Bill? 

Petition  for  Ethics  Committee 
for  Cloning  Supported 

WILLIAM  D.  SCOTT  (Mississippi): 
Thank  you.  Page  1989  of  the — of  your 
DCA,  Calendar  Item  No.  598,  Petition 
31733;  page  1828  of  the  Advance  DCA. 
The  title  of  that  petition  is  "UMC  form 
ethics  committee  to  oversee  observance 
of  separation  of  human  and  animal 
cells."  The  committee  read  the  support- 
ing material  and  the  content  of  the  peti- 
tion and  agreed  with  this  intent,  and 
therefore,  we  omitted  it  by  substitution 
of  language.  If  you  look  at  the  language 
that  was  eliminated,  the  petition  called 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
form  an  ethics  observation  team  with  a 
duty  to  ensure  that  scientific  rules 
which  specifically  forbid  human  clon- 
ing amidst  themselves  was  strictly  up- 
held. We  did  not  believe  that  the  church 
could  put  together  a  team  that  would 
ensure  whatever  those  rules  are  and 
whoever  makes  those  rules  and  would 
obey  them.  So  we — we  moved  to  sub- 
stitute with  the  words  you  see  there  in 
the  middle  column,  beginning  with  "in 
light  of  the  rapid  development."  And 
we  submit  that  to  you  for  concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore us,  for  concurrence.  If  you  would 
support  concurrence,  vote  yes  when 
the  light  appears;  if  not,  vote  no.  Vote  as 
it  appears.  [Yes,  845:  No,  59]  And  the 
committee  is  supported.  Thank  you, 
very  much.  Richard?  Richard  Parker. 

RICHARD  PARKER  (New  York):  I'm 
Dick  Parker  from  the  New  York  Con- 
ference, representing  the  Committee  on 
Social  Community  in  the  Church  and 


Society  Committee.  On  the  same  page, 
page  1989,  Calendar  Item  599,  dealing 
with  Petition  31294  on  {Advance  DCA] 
page  91.  This  is  a  petition  calling  on  us 
to  engage  the  Cleveland  community 
and  the  ownership  of  pro-baseball 
teams  to  engage  ...  to  discuss  the  issue 
of  demeaning  uses  of  mascots  and  mas- 
cot names.  It's  an  issue  that  comes  up 
from  time  to  time  in  the  sports  commu- 
nity, but  this  one  is  specifically  asking 
us  to  engage  the  community  of  Cleve- 
land in  regard  to  the  sports  mascot 
Chief  Wahoo,  and  the  caricature  of  Na- 
tive Americans  which  is  included  in  the 
use  of  that  mascot. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Com- 
mittee recommends  concurrence.  It  is 
before  you.  If  you  would  support  the 
committee,  vote  yes  when  the  light  ap- 
pears; if  not,  vote  2.  [Yes,  610;  No,  293] 
The  Committee  is  supported.  One 
more,  and  then  we'll  take  a  break. 

Repeal  of  Religion  Exemption  in  CAPTA 
Is  Supported 

PARKER:  The— the  next  item  is— 
Calendar  Item — is  on — also  on — page 
1989,  Calendar  Item  600,  and  this  is  re- 
lated to  Petition  31773;  and  if  you  wish 
to  find  that,  please  turn  to  page  102, 
page  102,  where  you  will  find  the  ver- 
sion of  that  petition  which  we  ap- 
proved. This  is  one  of  those  difficult 
issues  which  includes  conflicting  val- 
ues. The  petition  calls  for  the  repeal  of  a 
section  of  the  United  States  Code  per- 
mitting a  religious  exemption  to  the  re- 
quirement that  parents  provide 
adequate  medical  care  for  their  chil- 
dren. The  current  provision  of  the  code 
allows  persons  to  withhold  certain 
kinds  of  medical  treatment  on  the  basis 
of  religious  belief.  Honoring  religious 
beliefs  is  one  value.  The  committee 
voted  to  support,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
value  of  protecting  the  rights  of  chil- 
dren to  receive  adequate  medical  care. 
The  committee  voted  for  concurrence 
and  recommends  concurrence  for  this 
petition. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Yes,  I 
see  a  card.  Mike  6,  please,  Mike  6.  Mo- 
tion before  us  is  for  concurrence.  Mike 
6. 

LEONARD  F.  SJOGREN  (Iowa): 
Speaking  in  support  of  this  complex 
piece,  a  few  things  about  CAPTA.  Each 
state  makes  its  own  child-abuse  and  ne- 
glect laws,  and  retains  that  right.  But 
the  federal  government  influences  the 
state  laws  by  setting  eligibility  require- 
ments for  federal  money  for  state  pro- 


grams on  child  abuse  and  neglect.  The 
Federal  Child  Abuse  Prevention  and 
Treatment  Act,  (CAPTA),  was  first 
passed  in  1974;  is  it  reauthorized  about 
every  four  years,  and  will  be  again  this 
year.  Its  definition  of  child  abuse  and  ne- 
glect reads,  "At  a  minimum,  any  recent 
act  or  failure  to  act  on  the  part  of  a  par- 
ent or  caretaker,  which  results  in  death, 
serious  physical  or  emotional  harm, 
sexual  abuse  or  exploitation,  or  :i  act 
or  failure  to  act  which  presents  an  im- 
minent risk  of  serious  harm."  States 
must  enact  statutes  that  define  child 
abuse  and  neglect  at  least  that  strin- 
gently in  order  to  get  federal  money  for 
their  child-abuse  prevention  and  treat- 
ment programs.  If  they  don't  want  that 
federal  money,  they  need  not  set  those 
standards. 

In  1996,  the  act  was  reauthorized  and 
added  a  religious  exemption,  without 
which  it  functioned  fine  for  twenty-two 
years,  that  said  that  there  was  nothing 
that  would  require  a  parent  or  legal 
guardian  of  a  child  to  provide  any  med- 
ical service  or  treatment  against  their 
medical  beliefs.  States  in  the  program 
may  let  parents  with  religious  beliefs 
against  medical  care  withhold  it  from 
their  children  but  must  require  all  other 
parents  to  provide  it. 

This  double  standard  by  the  federal 
government  is  wrong.  It  discriminates 
against  a  class  of  children,  depriving 
them  of  the  protections  afforded  to  oth- 
ers. While  CAPTA  does  not  provide 
that  courts  may- — does  provide  that 
courts  may  order  medical  care  for  chil- 
dren over  the  religious  objection  of 
their  parents,  a  law  that  lets  parents 
themselves  withhold  medical  care  on 
religious  grounds  is  difficult, . . . 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Please  sum  up, 
sir.  Please  sum  up. 

SJOGREN:  .  .  .  especially  when  chil- 
dren are  not  yet  in  school. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  the 
right  to  practice  religion  does  not  in- 
clude liberty  to  expose  a  community  or 
a  child  to  communicable  disease.  That 
is  a  case  over  50  years  old.  We  don't  al- 
low people  to  beat  or  starve  or  molest 
for  religious  reasons.  Neglect  may  be 
less  sensational  than  abuse,  but  it  can  be 
just  as  harmful  to  a  helpless  child. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you. 
Richard? 

PARKER:  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Those 
who  would  concur,  vote  yes;  those  who 
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do  not,  no.  Vote  as  the  light  apjjears, 
please.  [Yes.  770;  No,  1321  Committee  is 
supf>ortecl. 

We  will  return  from  recess  at  ten  'til 
eleven  in  order  at  that  time  we  might 
hear  from  the  Legislative  Committee 
on  Faith  and  Order.  We  are  in  recess. 

Again  to  come  to  order.  If  the  dele- 
gates would  move  to  your  places, 
please.  All  right,  let's  move  to  our 
places,  time  is  wasting.  (Music)  Thank 
you.  Let's  sing  our  ways  to  our  seats. 
Cynthia,  help  us  get  to  our  places  joy- 
fully. 

CYNTHIA  WILSON:  "Come  Chris- 
tians, Join  to  Sing,"  no.  1 58  in  your  hym- 
nals, (singing) 

We  felt  we  should  thank  Jonetta  and 
Monya  at  the  organ  and  at  the  piano. 
Thank  You.  (Applause) 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  All  right,  if  the 
delegates  will  take  their  seats  please, 
I'm  sure  that  all  of  you  would  want  to 
know  that  the  tune  you  just  heard  is  the 
Ohio  State  fight  song.  And  both  Bishop 
Craig  and  I  used  to  have  congregations 
sing  that  Sunday  before  the  big  Satur- 
day of  the  Michigan  game.  But  I  want 
you  to  know  that  though  we  sang  it 
lustily  it  did  very  little  good.  (Laughter) 
AH  right,  let's  turn  now  to  Mr.  Robert 
Hayes,  Faith  and  Order  legislative  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Hayes.  Let  the  conference 
be  in  order.  The  conference  be  in  order 
please.  Mr.  Hayes. 

ROBERT  E.  HAYES  (Texas):  Bishop 
and  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence, the  Legislative  Committee  on 
Faith... 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  Just  a  minute,  I 
see  a  card  in  the  back,  yes.  We're  under 
the  order  of  the  day.  All  right,  go  ahead 
Mr.  Hayes. 

Report  of  the  Cotnmittee  on 
Faith  and  Order 

HAYES:  TTie  Legislative  Committee 
on  Faith  and  Order  would  bring  before 
you  some  petitions  for  your  consider- 
ation this  mornmg.  These  can  be  found 
in  the  DC  A  on  p.  1896  and  1897.  These 
are  petitions  that  we  would  like  for  you 
to  consider  at  this  time  beginning  with 
Calendar  Item  197,  Petition  31663.  That 
can  be  found  on  p.  1284  of  the  Advance 
DCA.  Petition  31663.  And  the  subject  of 
this  particular  [petition  speaks  to  privi- 
leges that  are  given  to  white  people  and 
denied  to  fjeople  of  color  The  commit- 
tee recommends  concurrence  with  the 
following  amendment.  And  I  might 
want  to  .bring  out  at  this  particular 


point  that  in  the  Advance  DCA,  the  rec- 
ommendation was  that  the  following 
sentence  be  placed  between  the  first 
and  second  sentence,  and  not  the  fifth 
and  six  that  appears  on  p.  1 896.  And  the 
committee  recommends  concurrence 
with  the  change  that  is  noted. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  All  right  it  is 
properly  before  us.  The  motion  is  for 
concurrence.  If  you  would  support  the 
committee  please  vote  yes  when  the 
light  appears,  if  not  vote  no,  vote  as  the 
light  appears  please.  Committee  is  supt- 
ported.  Thank  you.  Robert.  [Yes,  588; 
No,  861 

HAYES:  The  second  is  just  next  to 
that.  Calendar  Item,  no.  198,  Petition 
30403,  which  is  also  found  on  p.  1896  of 
the  DCA.  And  on  p.  512  in  the  advance 
copy.  P.  1896  here  and  on  p.  512  in  the 
ADCA.  Petition  30403,  the  subject  is 
"People  with  Disabilities."  They  have  a 
rightful  place  in  both  church  and  soci- 
ety. The  committee  recommends  con- 
currence with  this.  The  rationale  is 
self-explanatory. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  All  right,  it  is 
properly  before  us.  If  you  support  the 
committee  vote  yes  when  the  light  af>- 
pears,  if  not,  do  the  contrary.  Let's  vote 
as  it  appears.  Committee  is  supported. 
Robert? /Yes,  7S2;  No,  ]0i 

HAYES:  Just  below  that  is  Calendar 
Item  199.  Petition  30078,  found  on  p. 
510,  of  the  ADCA,  p.  510,  30078.  The 
subject  is  the  abuses  that  children  need 
to  be  protected  from,  should  include 
emotional  abuse,  along  with  economic, 
physical,  sexual  exploitation,  etc.  We 
have  inserted  the  word  emotional 
abuse  with  this  petition.  The  committee 
recommends  concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  It  is  before  us.  If 
you  would  support  the  committee  vote 
yes  when  the  light  appears,  if  not  to  the 
contrary,  let  us  vote  as  the  light  ap- 
pears. Committee  is  supfwrted.  Robert. 
/Yes,  742;  No,  3  Oy 

HAYES:  Okay.  The  next  is  Calendar 
Item  200.  Petition  30496,  found  on  p. 
1283ofthe/lDC/*,  p.  1283. 

Support  for  Racial/Ethnic  Group 
Eqiuil  Access 

ROBERT  HAYES:  Petition  30496  is 
the  petition  and  this  subject  deals  with 
members  and  racial  ethnic  groups, 
have  the  right  to  equal  access  and  finan- 
cial opportunities  and  it  simply  spells 
out  that  racial  and  ethnic  groups  have  a 
right  to  the  purchase  of  housing  and 
credit  and  insurance  just  as  other 
grouf>s  may  have.  The  committee  rec- 


ommends    concurrence     with     this 
petition. 

All  right,  I  see  a  card  in  the  back.  Mike 
5,  please. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  The  committee 
recommendation  is  for  concurrence.  It 
is  before  us  Mike  5. 

SHIRLEY  PARRIS  (New  York  Con- 
ference): This  is  really  a  matter  of  clari- 
fication. Bishop,  for  my  own 
edification.  I  thought  these  were  on  the 
consent  calendar,  and  I'm  not  sure,  I'm 
not  understanding  why  we're  voting 
on  them.  If  you  could  clarify  for  me. 

HAYES:  Well,  you  have  a  very  good 
f)oint  there.  It's  not  that  we  don't  have 
enough  to  do  in  Faith  &  Order,  and  I 
would  be  more  than  willing  to  strike 
any  item  from  the  consent  calendar  that 
we  don't  feel  necessary  to  vote  on. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  All  right,  may 
we  have  some  help  from  the  secretary 
please? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  196  was  re 
moved. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  It  was  removed 
from  the  consent  calendar,  so  it  is  prop>- 
erly  before  us. 

HAYES:  No,  that  was  200. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  I'm  sorry.  It  is  on 
the  consent  calendar  so  we  need  not 
take  action  on  this.  Thank  you.  Thank 
you  for  your  vigilance. 

HAYES:  I  don't  know  if  the  other  ones 
fall  under  these  categories.  Bishop,  but  I 
will  proceed  with  them. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  Perhaps  the  sec- 
retary can  help  us. 

MARSHALL:  It  will  take  her  a  minute 
to  do  it  though. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  We  are  all— 
we're  told  now,  they  are  all  on  the  con- 
sent calendar. 

HAYES:  Very  good,  well  we  will  be 
back  with  other  items  for  consideration 
as  soon  as  we  can. 

BISHOP  SPRACUE:  Were  that  all 
your  days  were  so  easy.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

Let's  move  to  the  Global  Ministries, 
please.  Global  Ministries.  This  is  Chris- 
tine Dean  Keels,  please,  and  the  legisla- 
tive committee.  Yes,  in  the  middle. 
Mike  6,  please. 

ISHIl:  Earlier  I  tried  to  ask  for  the  re- 
consideration and  when  you.  Bishop, 
asked  me  a  question  and  I  was  nervous 
and  i  made  a  mistake. 
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BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Believe  me,  I  can 
identify  with  that,  so  we  who  are  ner- 
vous will  proceed  together. 

ISHII:  Bishop  and  members  of  the 
conference,  I  move  the  Petition  #30058, 
p.  1908  of  the  DCA.  item  312,  it's  page 
1908  of  the  1, 30058  the  Petition  30058,  p. 
1908,  item  312. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  item 
312,  p.  1908. 

Petition  on  ADA  and  Seininaries 
Reconsidered 

ISHII:  If  1  ha%'e  a  second,  I'd  like  to 
talk. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Motion  is  for  re- 
consideration. Is  there  a  second?  I  hear 

it. 

ISHII:  Bishop,  I  ask  sign  language  in- 
terpreter and  all  interpreters  are 
placed.  After  the  voting  last  night  I  was 
informed  by  delegates  who  are  dis- 
abled for  reconsideration  of  this  item. 
The  ADA — American  with  Disabilities 
Act — was  passed  so  that  public  accom- 
modations could  be  provided,  so  that 
society  would  be  accessible  to  people 
who  have.  . .  . 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Could  you  hold 
just  a  moment,  we  need  to  see  if  we 
have  the  vote  to  reconsider,  the  speech 
is  in  order.  All  right,  those  who  would 
reconsider,  vote  Yes  when  the  light  ap- 
pears, those  who  would  not,  vote  No. 
Reconsider,  Yes  1;  if  not.  No,  2.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  This  is  for 
reconsideration.  [Yes,  439;  No,  384]  Yes, 
reconsideration  is  voted,  all  right.  Go 
ahead. 

ISHII:  The  ADA,  Americans  with  Dis- 
ability Act,  was  passed  so  that  the  pub- 
lic accommodations  could  be  provided, 
so  that  society  would  be  accessible  to 
people  who  are  historically  being 
marginalized.  Some  ADA  accommoda- 
tions are  not  costly.  Our  church — 
United  Methodists  Church — has  the 
opportunity  to  be  pro-active  with  re- 
gard to  access  and  services  to  our  Chris- 
tian brothers  and  sisters  who  are 
disabled,  who  are  answering  their  call 
into  ministry.  We  are  committed  to  be 
an  inclusive  church.  I  am  certain  that 
we  do  not  want  to  make  a  statement  of 
exclusion. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  if  the 
chair  of  the  committee  would — is  the 
chair  of  the  committee  in  the  house? 
Faith  and  Order?  Is  the  Faith  and  Order 
chair  here?  We're  on  item  312.  Who  is 
the  chair  of  the  committee?  Vice  chair  is 
coming.  Fine.  Scott,  thank  you.  This  is 


Calendar  Item  312.  Here's  Robert.  Just 
when  he  thought  he'd  gotten  away. 

HAYES:  I  was  getting  some  instruc- 
tions from  this  afternoon  and  I  apolo- 
gize for  that. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  We  have  recon- 
sidered Calendar  Item  312,  and  there 
has  been  a  speech  for  concurrence 
when  the  committee  recommended 
non-concurrence  and  the  house  sup- 
ported you  previously. 

HAYES:  Check  my  notes  on  that. 
Bishop,  and  I'll.  .  .  . 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  It's  on  p.  1908. 

HAYES:  Yes,  my  notes  indicate  that 
that  is  correct. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Would  you  like 
to  say  anything?  The  motion  is  in  oppo- 
sition to  what  the  committee  recom- 
mended. The  committee  recommended 
non-concurrence.  There's  a  motion  to 
concur  on  the  floor. 

HAYES:  Well,  I  think  the  rationale  on 
this  particular  petition  is  that  there 
have  been  a  great  number  of  changes 
that  have  already  been  made  in  our 
United  Methodist  seminaries  in  terms 
of  complying  with  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act,  and  if  that  is  the  will  of 
the  body — but  I  think  that  where  we 
stand  with  this  is  the  line  "no  excep- 
tions" becomes  a  very  difficult  for  us  to 
see  placing  an  undue  burden  on  many 
of  the  seminaries. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
motion  on  the  floor  is  for  concurrence 
with  the  original  petition.  If  you  would 
vote  Yes,  press  1.  Mike  8,  please. 

DAWN  TAYLOR  (Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania): I'd  like  to  make  an  amendment. 
Bishop.  OK,  I'd  like  to  say:  "In  the  spirit 
of  this  declaration.  United  Methodist 
seminaries  will  make  all  efforts  to  meet 
ADA,  etc." 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  is  there 
a  second?  All  right,  it  is  before  us.  Do 
you  wish  to  say  anything  further? 

TAYLOR:  I  suppoi"t  this  amendment. 
I  believe  we  should  be  insuring  that  all 
our  seminaries  are  seeking  to  comply 
with  the  act  as  soon  as  possible. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Be  sure  that  the 
secretarial  staff  gets  that  in  writing, 
please.  We  have  an  amendment  now  on 
the  floor.  Is  there  a  speech  against  the 
amendment?  Is  there  a  speech  against 
the  amendment?  Is  this  a  speech 
against  the  amendment?  Mike  5,  a 
speech  against. 

BENNETT:  1  am  a  seminarian  with  a 
disability,  and  I'd  like  to  speak  against 


this  amendment  because  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  United  Methodist  seminaries 
should  be  held  to  a  lesser  standard  than 
other  higher  education  universities  and 
colleges.  While  my  seminary  has  pro- 
vided me  with  many  of  the  things  that  I 
need,  there's  still  much  work  to  be 
done,  and  so  I  would  oppose  the 
amendment.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  There's  been  a 
speech  for  and  a  speech  against. 

HAYES:  I  would  be  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  because  I  do  believe  that 
American  seminaries — United  Meth- 
odists seminaries  are  doing  all  that  they 
can.  Some  are  doing  more  that  others, 
but  I  do  believe  that  there's  a  conscious 
decision  on  the  part  of  our  seminaries  to 
comply  with — in  every  way  possi- 
ble— with  ADA  and  I  think  that  this 
amendment  to  make  all  efforts  to  do  so 
would  be  a  friendly  amendment.  I 
would  accept  that.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  as 
many  as  would  support  the  amend- 
ment, vote  1  when  the  light  appears, 
those  who  do  not,  vote  2.  Let  us  vote. 

[Yes,  617;  No,  226] 

All  right,  as  amended,  it  is  before  us. 
All  right,  as  many  as  would  support  the 
amended  motion,  signify  with  1 .  Those 
who  would  not,  with  2.  Vote  as  the  light 
appears.  All  right,  it  is  supported. 
Thank  you  Robert.  [Yes,  730;  No,  139] 

And  now  let's  hear  from  Legislative 
Committee  on  Global  Ministries, 
please.  Mrs.  Christine  Keels. 

Report  of  Global  Ministries  Committee 

CHRISTINE  KEELS  (Baltimore- 
Washington):  Bishop,  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Global  Ministries  had  as 
our  secretary  Jerry  Russell  from  the 
Holston  Conference.  Jerry  has  pro- 
cessed over  82  petitions  and  the  com- 
mittee was  very  happy  to  have  all  of  the 
processed  by  Saturday  night.  So  we  af- 
firm the  excellent  work  of  our  secretary, 
Jerry  Russell.  I'd  like  for  him  to  now 
come  and  present  from  p.  1991. 

Advancing  Korean  Ministries  Approved 

JERRY  RUSSELL  (Holston):  Bishop 
and  members  of  General  Conference,  I 
draw  your  attention  to  p.  1991,  to  Cal- 
endar Item  624,  Petition  30868,  found  in 
the  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  the  Ad- 
vance Edition  on  p.  888,  where  you'll 
find  the  location  of  the  petition  in  its  en- 
tirety. The  petition  is  entitled  "The  Ad- 
vancing Korean-American  Ministries." 
The  simple  rationale  that  our  commit- 
tee declared  as  we  considered  the  peti- 
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tion.  The  committee  recommends 
concurrence  as  amended.  You'll  find  in 
the  blue  book  the  Adivnce  Daily  Chris- 
tian Advtxate  there  on  p.  893  where  the 
amendment  would  be  included  as  we 
concur  with  this.  The  rationale  is  as  fol- 
lows: The  culmination  of  a  number  of 
years  of  work  of  providing  adequate  re- 
sources for  the  Korean-American  con- 
gregation addresses  particular  needs  of 
1 .5  or  1  Vi  generations  of  leadership  and 
development  and  congregational  de- 
velopment of  lay  and  clergy  participa- 
tion and  of  clergy  persons,  women 
clergy  in  particular,  for  leadership  de- 
velopment. And,  therefore,  we  recom- 
mend this  petition  as  it  is  amended. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore us  for  concurrence.  As  many  as 
would  supp>ort  the  committee,  vote  yes 
when  the  light  appears.  Those  who 
would  not,  do  the  converse,  vote  as  the 
light  appears.  All  right,  and  it  is  auto- 
matically referred  to  GCFA.  [Yes,  847; 
No,  27] 

RUSSELL:  And,  Bishop,  because  of 
the  financial  implications  it  is  referred, 
as  you  shared,  to  GCFA. 

Our  second  calendar  item  is  Calendar 
Item  625,  also  found  there  on  p.  1992. 
The  Petition  is  30863;  it's  found  on  p. 
1822  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate.  The 
rational  as  the  committee  is  concur- 
rence with  this  particular  petition  and 
also  recommends  concurrence  with  the 
following  deletion:  the  deletion  is  seen 
there  as  printed  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate.  The  rational  for  our  recom- 
mendation of  this  petition  is  in  need  of 
supp>ort  to  work  with  the  nine  language 
groups  of  Asian- Americans  in  congre- 
gational development  and  leadership 
development  in  community  ministries. 
We  also  affirm  this  concurrence  and  be- 
cause it  has  firuincial  implications, 
would  refer  it  to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  I  see  a 
card  in  the  back.  Mike  7.  Gentleman  in 
the  dark  suit. 

RON  BARHAM  (Mississippi):  I  be- 
lieve these  are  on  the  Consent  Calen- 
dar. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  With  financial 
implications,  it  would  be  difficult  for  it 
to  be.  I  don't  know  if  the  secretary 
wants  to  comment.  It  cannot  be.  All 
right?  It  is  before  us  if  you  would  sup>- 
f>ort  concurrence,  vote  yes  when  the 
light  appears,  if  not,  converse.  Vote  as 
the  light  appears.  It  is  done.  Yes,  Jerry 
You  are  supported  and  reference  is 
made.  [Yes,  853;  No,  27] 
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Hispanic  Ministries  Plan  Supported 

RUSSELL:  Our  next  Calendar  Item  is 

627  found  on  p.  1992.  The  Petition 
30867.  It's  found  in  its  entirety  on  p. 
1823  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate.  Our 
committee  votes  in  concurrence  as 
amended,  and  you'll  find  the  amend- 
ment there  listed  in  the  bold  typje  and 
our  rationale  for  this  concurrence  with 
the  amendment  is  that  it  provides  for 
the  continual  work  for  this  particular 
committee,  the  Native  American  Com- 
mittee, on  the  comprehensive  plan  and 
resourcing  the  leadership  and  the  con- 
gregatior\s. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  it  is 
properly  before  us.  Yes,  mike  2  please. 

BARBARA  GALLOWAY-EDGAR 
(Southwest  Texas):  You  said  Native 
American  and  the  number  you  pointed 
us  to  was  the  Hispanic  Plan.  Which  are 
we  dealing  with? 

RUSSELL:  Yes,  I'd  like  to  redo  that. 
Bishop,  I'm  as  nervous  as  all  those  other 
persons  who  stood  here.  I  would  like  to 
say  that  that's  number  three.  I  got 
ahead  of  myself  on  my  notes.  It's  the 
National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries. 
Excuse  me  for  that  mistake.  Also, 
there's  financial  implications  there,  as 
well.  I  forgot  that. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  it  is 
properly  before  us. 

RUSSELL:  And  so  the  rationale  again, 
if  you'd  allow  me  to  sp)eak  to  that,  is  the 
plan  is  to  equip  numerous  conferences 
to  be  involved  in  ministry  with  His- 
panic persons  in  their  midst.  The  plan 
has  assisted  in  the  developing  plans  for 
local  ministries  and  has  worked  to  revi- 
talize local  Hispanic  congregations  and 
churches.  It  has  mobilized  non-His- 
panic local  churches  for  the  Hispanic 
ministry,  and  has  worked  to  strengthen 
the  trained  Hispanic  clergy  leadership. 
And  therefore  the  committee  would 
recommend  concurrence  with  the 
amendments  that  are  there  and  referral 
to  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  If  you  would 
support  the  committee,  vote  yes  when 
the  light  appears.  If  not,  to  the  contrary. 
Vote  please.  The  committee  is  suf>- 
ported.  lYes,  875;  No,  19] 

RUSSELL:  Are  we  ready  sir. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Yes 

RUSSELL:  Our  next  Calendar  Item  is 

628  on  p.  1992,  Petition  30869,  p.  895  we 
concur  with  this  petition  as  it  is 
amended  also  we  refer  it  to  General 


Council  of  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Right,  it  is  prop- 
erly before  us.  If  you  would  support  the 
committee,  vote  yes  when  the  light  ap>- 
p)ears,  not  to  the  contrary.  Vote  please. 
[Yes,  857;  No,  327  The  committee  is  sup>- 
ported.  Yes  Jerry. 

RUSSELL:  Our  next  Calendar  Item  is 
629,  p.  1993,  the  Petition  is  30865,  it's 
found  on  p.  880.  We  voted  in  concur- 
rence with  this  in  the  legislative  session. 
It  also  has  some  financial  implications. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  And  so  there  is  a 
reference  then? 

RUSSELL:  There  is  a  recommenda- 
tion and  a  referrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right  as 
many  as  would  support  the  committee 
vote  yes  when  the  light  appears  and  to 
the  contrary  if  you  do  not.  [Yes,  872;  No, 
22]  Committee  is  supported. 

East  Point,  Georgia 
Denied  GBGM  Relocation 

RUSSELL:  Calendar  Item  631,  found 
on  p.  1993,  Petition  31341,  it's  found  on 
the  Advance  on  p.  912.  The  title  is  to 
move  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
East  Point,  Georgia.  And  because  there 
was  potential  implications  depjending 
on  the  will  of  the  body  that's  the  reason 
that  it  is  here,  bishop.  Our  committee 
voted  nonconcurrence  with  this  peti- 
tion based  upon  the  action  of  the  1996 
General  Conference  and  so  therefore 
we  vote  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE  All  right  the  mo- 
tion is  for  nonconcurrence  as  many  as 
would  suppwrt  the  committee  please 
vote  yes,  press  yes,  if  not  press  no.  [Yes, 
692;  No,  202]  The  committee  has  sup>- 
p)orted,  but  East  Point  is  represented. 
(laughter) 

RUSSELL:  Long  hve  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia. Bishop  I  would  like  to  ask  Cheol 
Kwak  California-Pacific  Conference 
come  and  address  Calendar  Item  626. 
And  then  I  would  like  Guy  Ames  who 
headed  the  subcommittee  from 
Oklahoma  to  come  and  deal  with  Cal- 
endar Item  630  and  632. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  OK  Cheol. 
Please 

Conference  Agrees  to 
Native  American  Study 

CHEOL  KWAK  (California-Pacific): 
Bishop  and  members  of  the  conference  I 
would  like  to  direct  you  attention  to  p. 
1992,  the  Calendar  Item  is  626,  the  Peti- 
tion 31293.  The  title  of  this  p>etition  is  to 
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"Develop  a  four  year  study  on  caring 
for  creation  from  a  Native  American 
perspective."  With  the  amendment  the 
committee  felt  that  we  need  to  continue 
to  encourage  our  Native  American  sis- 
ters and  brothers  to  articulate  the  theol- 
ogy of  caring  for  creation,  so  the 
committee  recommends  concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  I  am  sorry  I  was 
checking. 

KWAK:  The  committee  recommend 
concurrence 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  With  amend- 
ment? Reference? 

KWAK:  No  reference. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  With  the 
580,000? 

KWAK:  That  is  already  budgeted 
item  so... 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  all 
right.  It  is  before  us.  Then  if  you  would 
support  the  committee  please  vote  yes. 
If  not  no  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes, 
776;  No,  119]  Clearly  supported 

GUY  C.  AMES,  III  (Oklahoma):  I  was 
the  chair  of  the  sub  committee  on  gen- 
eral which  dealt  with  volunteers  and 
structural  issues.  If  you  would  find 
your  Petition  630  found  on  p.  1993,  Cal- 
endar Item  630,  Petition  31570,  and  you 
will  find  it  in  your  Advance  DCA  on  p. 
866.  Our  legislative  committee  has  rec- 
ommended nonconcurrence  for  the 
reason  that  the  United  Methodist 
Women  and  Women's  Division  main- 
tains in  their  purposes  this  very  intent 
all  throughout  our  disciplinary  lan- 
guage, 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  The 
motion  is  for  nonconcurrence.  If  you 
would  support  the  committee  vote  yes 
when  the  light  appears,  if  not  to  the  con- 
trary. lYes,  758;  No,  1331  The  committee 
is  supported. 

VIM  Funding  Debated 

AMES:  Thank  you  Bishop  and  Calen- 
dar Item  632  on  p.  1993,  Petition  30489, 
which  you  will  find  in  your  Advance 
DCA  on  p.  870.  This  is  a  petition  re- 
questing the  encouragement  of  volun- 
teer mission  coordinators,  paid  staff  in 
every  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  we  have 
amended  this  to  encourage  on-going 
discussion  with  central  conferences  rel- 
ative to  the  development  of  further 
VIM  programs  there.  We  recommend 
concurrence  as  amended. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  It  is  before  us. 
Yes,  microphone  2,  please.  Mike  2. 


JAMES  A.  HARNISH  (Florida): 
Bishop,  basically,  I  have  a  question. 
Was  there  consideration  of  this  being 
funded  through  the  existing  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  funds? 

AMES:  Yes,  what  we  have  discov- 
ered— this  petition  was  actually  dis- 
cussed a  couple  of  years  ago,  when  not 
all  jurisdictions  maintained  a  paid  staff 
at  this  level.  Since  that  time,  every  juris- 
diction has  Volunteer  in  Mission  staff, 
some  of  which  is  paid  through,  at  this 
particular  time,  general  board  funds. 
However,  we  believe  that  this  is  a  juris- 
dictional-level  ministry.  It  is  grassroots, 
it  is  very  populist,  and  it  is  our  intent  to 
encourage  jurisdictions  to  step  forward 
and  raise  up  the  funds  for  this  at  that 
level. 

HARNISH:  Then,  if  I  may  . . . 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Surely. 

HARNISH:  I  would  movea  referral  to 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  fund- 
ing. And  if  I  have  a  second,  I'll  speak  to 
it. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  There  is  a  sec- 
ond. Please,  speak. 

HARNISH:  Brothers  and  sisters, 
we're  having  a  wonderful  time  affirm- 
ing excellent  mission  and  ministry  with 
truckloads  of  dollars  behind  them.  And 
it  seems  to  me  that  somewhere  along 
this  path,  we  have  to  begin  say,  are 
there  some  of  these  very  worthy  pro- 
jects that  can  be  funded  through  exist- 
ing channels,  rather  than  continuing  to 
add  more  and  more  funding  channels? 
And  to  say  that  we're  gonna  let  the  ju- 
risdictions pay  for  it, . .  .  The  bank  still 
ends  at  the  local  church,  and  the  money 
all  comes  from  the  same  place.  And  it's 
very  easy,  when  we're  on  the  floor  here, 
to  imagine  that  by  voting  "yes,"  some- 
how the  money  is  going  to  materialize 
just  out  of  nowhere.  And  I  would  urge 
referring  this  to  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
tries for  their  funding. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  And  that's  a 
— that  is  a  referral?  To  the — would  you 
say  that  again,  Jim?  I'm  not  hearing  you 
say  "study"  . . . 

HARNISH:  Refer— 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  ...  I'm  hearing 
you  perhaps  altering  . .  . 

HARNISH:  Yes,  the  motion  was,  refer 
to  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for 
consideration  of  their  funding. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  thank 
you.  All  right,  the  amendment  is  before 
us.  I  saw  a  card  over  here.  Yes,  please, 
mike  3?  Mike  3.  The  motion  for  referral 


is  before  us.  A  motion  for  referral.  Mike 
3.  Take  your  time. 

SHARON  L.  MOE  (Pacific  North- 
west): I  chair  the  Western  Jurisdiction 
Council  on  Ministries,  and  we  consid- 
ered a  petition  for  funding  Volunteers 
in  Mission  this  year  for  the  next  qua- 
drennium,  which  we  decided  to  turn 
down,  because  the  amount  of  money 
that  was  being  requested  for  funding 
VIM  was  equal  to  our  entire  budget  for 
the  next  four  years.  We  also  voted  not  to 
support  VIM,  not  because  it  isn't  a  won- 
derful enterprise,  which  we  all  affirm 
very  strongly,  but  because  it  is  Volun- 
teers in  Mission,  and  we  had  some  feel- 
ings that  it  might  best  be,  continue  to  be 
supported  through  volunteer  work.  So 
I  speak  in  favor  of  referring  it  to — back 
to  the  general  board. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  we've 
had  two  speeches  in  favor  of  referral,  is 
there  a  speech  against?  My  goodness,  I 
see  a  pink  card  in  the  center.  It  looks  like 
a  dark  suit,  yes.  Please.  Mike  8,  mike  8. 
This  needs  to  be  in  opposition  to  refer- 
ral. 

DAVID  L.  SEVERE  (Oklahoma):  I 
speak  in  opposition  to  referral.  I  believe 
this  is  a  matter  that  we  ought  to  con- 
sider in  our  jurisdictions.  We  in  the 
South  Central  have  a  very  strong  pro- 
gram. We  believe  in  it.  We  will  support 
it.  The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
tries has  not  indicated  its  willingness  to 
do  this  at  this  point.  They  might  be  able 
to.  It's  too  urgent  for  us  to  put  it  off.  I 
would  support  the  committee's  pro- 
posal. 

BISHOP  SPAGUE:  All  right,  is  there 
another  speech  against  referral?  Yes, 
mike  5,  please.  Mike  5. 

MARION  L.  MUTHIAH  (Dakotas):  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  look  at  the 
amended  petition  as  is  in  our  DCA,  we 
will  notice  that  the  funding  has  been 
crossed  out,  but  there  is  a  very  impor- 
tant element  which  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  has  been  asked  to 
do,  and  that  is,  to  enter  into  discussion 
with  the  central  conferences  relative  to 
discovering  the  possibilities  of  volun- 
teers. Otherwise,  I  don't  see  that  there's 
funding  asked  for  in  this. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  we've 
had  two  speeches  on  each  side.  Would 
the  chair  like  to  speak? 

AMES:  Yes,  I'd  speak  against  referral 
for  two  particular  reasons.  The  first  be- 
ing that  there  are  three  jurisdictional 
conferences  already  that  have  fully 
funded  a  complete  Volunteer  in  Mis- 
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sion  staff:  Southeast,  South  Central, 
North  Central.  And  since  the  (jetition 
was  first  admitted,  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  has  established 
through  some  of  their  mission  funding 
the  intent  that  this  should  be  estab- 
lished in  every  jurisdiction.  In  fact,  their 
word  to  us  in  committee  was  that  this 
would  go  on  regardless  of  the  action  of 
this  conference  because  of  the  commit- 
ment from  the  general  board  to  volun- 
teer in  ministry.  I  think  the  intent  of  the 
referral  is  already  underway.  Bishop; 
and  so  1  speak  against  it. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  for  referral  to  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Global  Ministries.  If  you 
would  support  referral,  vote  yes;  if  you 
would  not,  vote  no.  Please  vote  as  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  398;  No,  502]  You  do 
not  refer,  and  now  the  main  motion  is 
before  us.  If  you  would  support  the 
committee's  recommendation  for  con- 
currence, vote  yes;  if  no,  vote  no  as  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  767;  No,  145]  And 
the  committee  is  supported.  Thank 
you,  Guy. 

That's  it.  Christine,  anything  further? 

CHRISTINE  DEAN  KEELS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Bishop,  this  con- 
cludes the  report  of  Global  Ministries 
committee. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  You  folks  are  or- 
ganized! 

KEELS:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

And  now.  Local  Church,  the  Rever- 
end Tyrone  Gordon  and  his  collogues.  I 
'  see  a  green  card  here,  mike  2,  please. 
Mike  2.  Remind  you,  we're  under  an  or- 
der of  the  day  for  11:45.  Yes  sir? 

THOMAS  V.  WOLFE  (North  Central 
New  York):  Bishop  and  delegates,  I 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  to  consider  a 
resolution  concerning  the  impact  of 
theological  differences  within  our 
church,  and  to  have  it  printed  in  the 
DCA  for  consideration  by  the  body  af- 
ter the  24-hour-p>eriod. 

I     BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  There 
I  is  a  motion  for  suspension  of  the  rules 
'  for  the  purpose  stated.  It  needs  a  sec- 
ond. Is  there  a  second?  I  hear  the  sec- 
ond. It's  not  debatable.  It  requires  a 
two-thirds  vote.  If  you  would  support 
the  suspension  of  the  rules,  vote  yes 
i  when  the  light  apfjears;  if  you  do  not, 
I  vote  no.  Vote,  please,  when  the  light  apt- 
pears.  [Yes,  472;  No,  424]  Not  sup- 
ported. TTiank  you  for  trying. 


All  right.  Lef  s  turn  now  to . . .  LaVon, 
all  right.  I'm  sorry.  Bifocals  need  to  be- 
come trifocals.  Higher  Education  will 
occur  before  we  look  at  the  local  church 
Pardon  me.  Brother  Gordon.  Mrs. 
La  Von  Wilson,  please. 

Report  from  Higher  Education  Committee 

J.  LAVON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Good  Morning,  Bishop.  I  can 
relate;  I  have  trifocals  likewise. 

(Laughter) 

If  you  would,  open  up  your  DCAs  to 
page  1909,  Calendar  Item  322,  Petition 
30010;  Advance  DCA,  967. 

Our  committee  recommended  non- 
concurrence  on  this  petition. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Anything  fur- 
ther you  would  like  to  say?  Rationale? 
Okay.  Yeah,  I  see  a  card  in  the  back. 
Mike  8,  please.  Looks  like  a  blue  denim 
shirt.  Yes,  Mike  8. 

TYSON  FERGUSON  (Detroit):  I  have 
a  question,  if  you  can  clarify  for  me.  I 
am  confused  on  the  counting  process  as 
far  as  "for"  and  "against"  speeches,  as 
well  as  questions  in  how  you're  label- 
ing those  as  to  "for"  and  "against."  Cur- 
rently, you  are  counting  an  amendment 
and  that  presenter  as  a  speech  "for"- 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  That  is  correct. 

FERGUSON:  —and  you've  also 
counted  a  couple  of  questions  in — how- 
ever you  decided  to  categorize  them 
one  way  or  the  other.  Can  you  please 
clarify  for  us — 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Sure. 

FERGUSON:  —how  this  is  working? 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Surely.  When 
sfjeeches  are  made  the  chair  has  the  re- 
sponsibility, if  it's  not  clear  in  what  the 
speaker  says,  as  he  or  she  introduces 
the  speech  on  which  side.  The  chair  has 
the  responsibility  to  interpret  on  which 
side,  to  announce  that  on  the  body — to 
the  body.  If  it's  p>ossible  to  go  from  pro 
to  con,  that  is  the  way  that  our  rules 
suggest.  In  the  last  situation  we  had 
two  on  one  side  before  we  could  get  to 
the  other.  But  when  an  amendment  is 
made  from  the  floor  that  amendment 
and  the  subsequent  speech  count  on  the 
one  side. 

FERGUSON:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  You're  welcome. 
Thank  you.  Please.  Rationale? 


Classical  Christionity  Affirmation 
for  Seminaries  Defeated 

WILSON:  The  rationale  for  this  was 
that,  that  they  wanted  a  set  time  period 
for  the  engaging  of  an  evangelist,  and 
they  did  not  want  to  hold  that  binding 
and  so,  therefore,  the  committee  recom- 
mended nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Motion 
for  nonconcurrence  is  before  us.  If  you 
support  that,  vote  yes  when  the  light 
appears;  if  not,  to  the  contrary.  [Yes, 
790;  No,  103]  Committee  is  supported. 
All  right.  La  Von? 

WILSON:  The  next,  excuse  me,  the 
next  page  is  1993,  Calendar  Item  633, 
Petition  30965  in  the  Advance  DCA  1027. 
And  the  committee  recommended  non- 
concurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Statement  of  ra- 
tionale? 

WILSON:  It  was  stated  that  faculty 
and  staff  of  our  United  Methodist 
schools  shall  affirm  classical  Christian- 
ity. Again,  we  felt  that  that  was  a  bind- 
ing portion  and  they  voted 
nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  The 
motion  for  nonconcurrence  is  before  us. 
If  you  support  the  committee,  please 
vote  yes;  if  not,  no  when  the  light  ap- 
pears./Yes,  6S5;  No,  2 1 6/ The  committee 
is  supported.  All  right. 

WILSON:  Our  next  page  is  on  the 
same  page  of  1993.  It  is  Calendar  Item 
634,  Petition  30256,  Advance  DCA  1021. 
The  subject  is  making  Africa  University 
a  priority.  The  committee  recom- 
mended concurrence.  We  realize  that 
this  item  has  been  gone  through  with 
GCF  and  A,  but  we  wanted  the  floor  to 
know  that  we  were  in  accord  with  this. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Motion 
is  for  concurrence.  Vole  yes,  if  you  sup)- 
p)ort;  no,  if  you  do  not  when  the  light 
appears,  please.  [Yes,  809;  No,  86]  All 
right.  The  committee  is  supported. 

WILSON:  The  next  page  is  1994,  Cal- 
endar Item  635,  Petition  31452,  Advance 
DCA,  p.  947.  This  is  on  changing  the 
two-thirds  vote  to  three-fourths  for  a 
written  ballot  count  for  the  candidacy 
for  ordination  and  the  committee  rec- 
ommends nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  It  is  be- 
fore us.  If  you  would  support  the  com- 
mittee, vote  yes;  if  not,  no  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  788:  No,  106]  Com- 
mittee is  supported.  All  right. 
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WILSON:  On  the  very  same  page, 
Calendar  Item  636,  Petition  30404,  Ad- 
vmice  DCA  p.  948.  This  is  on  the  proce- 
dures may  be  including  council  about 
ministry  of  candidates  with  disabilities. 
The  committee  recommended  noncon- 
currence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  It  is  be- 
fore us.  If  you  would  support  the  com- 
mittee, vote  \cs;  if  not,  vote  no.  Hold  it. 
I  see,  I  see  .i  card.  Pardon  me.  Mike 
seven,  that's  tine,  mike  7. 

PEGGY  .'.  JOHNSON  (Baltimore- 
Washingtun):  I'd  like  to  speak  against 
this.  I  think  mnny  candidates  need  this. 
I  was  at  the  Hxploration  '98  in  a  small 
group  with  \'oung  people  with  disabili- 
ties. They  <'!i\'  greatly  in  need  of  this 
counsel.  Plca;.e  defeat  the  committee's 
nonconcurrent. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  Is  there 
a  speech  in  support  of  the  committee? 
All  right.  La  Von? 

WILSON:  We  were  informed  that  it 
was  already  in  place.  Bishop,  in  the  Dis- 
cipline and  that  was  our  reason  for  our 
nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right.  If  you 
would  support  the  committee,  vote  yes; 
if  not,  no  as  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  616; 
No,  2891  Committee  is  supported,  and 
we'll  call  now,  thanking  you.  La  Von. 
Call  for  the  crder  of  the  day  and  invite 
those  who  are  going  to  make  the  GCF 
and  A  report  to  come  forward. 

Thank  you  very  much,  committee 

GCF  A  Report 

(Applause) 

All  right.  Bishop  Norris.  Order  of  the 
day,  GCF  A  report  #16.  This  is  for  infor- 
mation only. 

BISHOP  ALFRED  A.  NORRIS 
(Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico  Area): 
Thank  you  Bishop  Sprague,  members 
of  the  General  Conference.  Bishop 
Sprague  before  1  begin  the  report  I'd 
like  to  request  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
in  order  that  material  related  to  the  re- 
port might  be  distributed. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  it  has 
been  seconded.  If  you  would  support 
the  suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  that 
information  might  be  distributed,  vote 
yes  when  the  light  appears,  if  not,  no, 
remember  it  takes  a  2/3  vote.  Please 
vote  as  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  You  do 
support  the  motion  and  the  distribu- 
tion may  be  done.  Bishop  Norris. 

BISHOP  NORRIS:  Bishop  and  dele- 
gates of  the  General  Conference,  I'm 


pleased  to  present  the  work  of  the 
Connectional  Ministries  Funding  Pat- 
tern Task  Force.  Let  me  began  with  a  bit 
of  history.  As  a  part  of  its  preparation 
for  the  1996  General  Conference,  the 
GCFA  conducted  a  series  of  listening 
projects  with  a  number  of  annual  con- 
ferences. Many  of  the  annual  confer- 
ences expressed  concerns  about  the 
apportionment  system  and  the  ways  of 
funding  the  overall  mission  and  minis- 
try of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  At 
the  1996  General  Conference,  the  GCFA 
proposed,  and  the  General  Conference 
approved,  the  establishment  of  this 
task  force,  charged  with  studying  a 
broad  range  of  issues  related  to  the 
manner  in  which  connectional  minis- 
tries are  funded  in  The  United  Method- 
ist Church. 

Topics  to  be  studied  were  to  include 
the  apportionment  system  as  a  funding 
mechanism  and  a  general  fund  struc- 
ture, which  can  be  communicated  most 
effectively.  Pursuant  to  this  mandate, 
the  task  force  has  been  meeting  since 
the  fall  of  1996,  to  prepare  a  report  for 
the  GCFA  and  the  2000  General  Confer- 
ence, of  the  first  comprehensive  evalua- 
tion and  review  of  the  apportionment 
and  funding  systems  in  the  32-year  his- 
tory of  United  Methodism.  I  would  like, 
at  this  time,  to  present  Mr.Tracy 
Merrick  who  will  introduce  this  morn- 
ing's presentation  team,  a  part  of  the 
great,  excellent  team  that  has  served  the 
church  well  through  this  effort. 

Connectional  Ministries  Funding  Report 

TRACY  MERRICK  (Western  Penn- 
sylvania): Thank  you  Bishop  Norris. 
We'd  also  like  to  thank  Bishop  Looney 
for  his  wonderful  presentation  during 
worship  this  morning  as  an  introduc- 
tion to  stewardship  as  a  concept  we 
need  to  get  more  attention  to  within  our 
denomination  and  that  we  are  stewards 
of  all  that  God  has  entrusted  to  us.  Our 
group  is  before  you  today  to  present  the 
report  of  the  Connectional  Ministries 
Funding  Patterns  Task  Force.  It  is  for  in- 
formation only  at  this  time.  If  you 
would  like  to  refer  to  it,  it  is  printed  in 
the  Advance  DCA,  red  volume,  as  report 
no. 16  from  the  GCFA  on  pp.  364-386.  In 
addition,  a  compendium  of  research 
performed  by  Don  House,  on  behalf  of 
the  committee,  was  mailed  to  all  dele- 
gates. 

Before  giving  our  presentation,  I  have 
one  bit  of  information  that  I'd  like  to 
share  with  you.  As  you  are  probably 
aware,  report  16  was  reviewed  by  the 
Financial    Administration    Legislative 


Committee.  That  committee  decided 
that  it  would  be  appropriate  to  make  an 
adjustment  in  the  apportionment  for- 
mula. During  it's  meeting  last  night, 
GCFA  agreed  that  the  Council  would 
accept  this  adjustment  when  both  the 
GCFA  report  and  the  committee  report 
are  presented  to  the  plenary  later  this 
week. 

Both  GCFA  and  the  task  force  cer- 
tainly stand  behind  the  work  of  the  task 
force  as  represented  in  report  16.  How- 
ever, in  the  spirit  of  what  we  think  is 
best  for  the  church  at  this  time,  we  be- 
lieve that  this  adjustment  should  be  ac- 
cepted. In  case  you're  interested,  on  p. 
374,  under  the  category  "Net  Expendi- 
tures" you'll  see  in  the  report  there,  for 
each  annual  conference,  that  the  net  ex- 
penditures for  the  entire,  all  of  the  local 
churches  in  conference,  would  be  re- 
duced by  current  capital  expenditures 
and  payments  to  general  church  appor- 
tionments. That's  part  of  the  report  as 
it's  printed.  The  adjustment  would  sub- 
tract also  debt  service  payments  and  all 
remaining  benevolences. 

Now  to  our  presentation.  If  you  have 
read  our  report,  you  will  recognize  that 
the  task  force  dealt  with  many  issues 
that  are  much  broader  then  purely  an 
apportionment  formula.  In  fact,  we 
spent  nearly  the  entire  first  year  wres- 
tling with  a  number  of  issues  and 
studying  them  very  carefully.  Issues 
such  as  issues  of  theology,  matters  of 
stewardship,  aspects  of  our  Wesleyan 
heritage,  and  research  regarding  giving 
patterns  across  our  denomination.  The 
task  force  has  attempted  to  determine 
where  the  intersection  is  between  all  of 
these  concepts  and  our  findings.  And 
we  believe,  as  we  develop  the  report, 
that  we  reflected  that  information,  and 
we  believe  our  research  certainly  sup>- 
ports  all  of  the  recommendations 
within  the  report.  This  morning  there 
are  5  members  of  the  task  force  who'll 
briefly  addressed  various  aspects  of 
our  very  critical  report.  First,  Bruce 
Birch,  who  is  academic  Dean  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  will  address 
theological  foundations. 

Theological  Foundations  for  Funding 

BRUCE  C.  BIRCH  (Dean,  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary);  Thank  you.  My 
sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ  all  of  us 
know  that  each  General  Conference, 
this  General  Conference,  will  set  a  bud- 
get. It  becomes  our  responsibility  to 
support  then,  the  commitments  that  we  * 
have  made.  Our  task  force  was  given 
the  assignment  to  struggle  with  how 
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that  resfwnsibility  is  to  be  faithfully 
shared  in  our  connectional  church.  We 
knew  that  our  present  system  for  doing 
that  was  not  an  equitable  sharing  of  one 
another's  burdens  and  we  sought  to 
find  a  way  to  faithfully  share  those  bur- 
dens with  each  other.  To  do  that,  we 
sought  to  ground  the  work  of  the  task 
force  in  a  theolog)'  of  stewardship  that 
is  biblically  based  and  Wesleyan  in 
spirit. 

Although  the  role  of  steward  is  a  cen- 
tral one  throughout  the  Bible,  I  want 

;  this  morning  to  illustrate  the  deep  bibli- 
cal foundations  for  our  work  by  looking 

I  briefly  with  you  at  two  texts.  The  first  is 
Exodus  16 — the  story  of  the  manna  in 
the  wilderness,  starting  with  verse  13. 
"In  the  evening,  quails  came  up  and 
covered  the  camp.  And  in  the  morning, 
there  was  a  layer  of  dew  around  the 
camp  and  when  the  layer  dew  lifted, 
there  on  the  surface  of  the  wilderness, 
was  a  fine  flaky  substance,  as  fine  as 
frost  on  the  ground.  And  when  the  Isra- 
elites saw  it,  they  said  to  one  another 
'what  is  it?'  for  they  did  not  know  what 
it  was  and  Moses  said  to  them,  'It  is  the 
bread  that  the  Lord  has  given  you  to 
eat.'  " 

"This  is  what  the  Lord  has  com- 
manded, gather  as  much  of  it  as  each  of 
you  needs,  an  omer  to  a  person.  And 
the  Israelites  did  so.  Some  gathering 
more,  some  less,  but  when  they  mea- 
sured it  with  an  omer,  those  who  gath- 
ered much  had  nothing  over  and  those 
who  gathered  little  had  no  lack;  they 
gathered  each  as  much  as  any  of  them 
needed." 

This  story  of  the  manna  in  the  wilder- 
ness is  a  foundational  story  for  under- 
standing the  way  in  which  God 
provides  for  the  needs  of  the  commu- 
nity of  the  people  of  God  and  its  jour- 
ney through  the  world.  It  defines  the 
important  qualities  that  distinguish 
God's  p>eople  as  a  community  of  stew- 
ards. 

I  want  to  lift  up  three  of  those  quali- 
ties. The  first  is  discerntnent.  The  name 
manna  itself  comes  from  the  Hebrew 
words  for  the  response  made  by  Israel. 
What  is  it,  manna?  Like  Israel  we,  too, 
stand  surrounded  by  resources  and  of- 
ten fail  to  recognize  them  for  what  they 
really  are.  Namely,  God's  gifts  to  pro- 
vide for  human  need  and  to  emjjower  a 
community  to  serve  those  needs.  The 
manna  story  urges  us  to  the  discern- 
ment that  sees  all  of  our  resources  as  the 
gift  of  God,  for  the  needs  of  God's 
world  and  not  as  our  own  individual  or 


local  possessions,  a  f)oint  so  aptly  made 
this  morning  by  Bishop  Looney  in  his 
sermon. 

A  second  quality  out  of  the  manna 
story  is  equity.  The  distribution  of  the 
manna  was  related  to  need.  No  one  was 
to  have  too  much  or  too  little.  Now,  of 
course,  this  was  a  divine  miracle  at  the 
time;  but  the  church — the  community 
of  faith — has  read  this  scripture  as  a 
mandate.  We  must  exercise  steward- 
ship over  the  gifts  of  God's  resources  in 
ways  that  make  resources  accessible  to 
those  who  have  the  greatest  need.  Re- 
sources are  not  to  be  hoarded.  The 
abundant  life  is  not  the  life  marked  by 
excess,  but  bv  enough,  and  enough  for 
all. 

And  finally,  a  third  quality  from  this 
story  is  the  quality  of  mission.  We  receive 
God's  gifts  as  God's  stewards  to  enable 
our  participation  in  God's  mission,  and 
not  the  success  of  our  own  strategic 
plans  or  material  security.  As  in  the 
manna  story,  this  requires  on-going 
commitment  and  engagement  in  re- 
ceiving and  using  God's  gifts.  We  can- 
not hoard  those  gifts  for  a  future  day. 
We  cannot  measure  their  use  by  our 
needs  alone.  The  mission  requires  dis- 
tribution and  use  of  God's  gifts  for  the 
sake  of  the  mission  in  a  day  to  day,  year 
after  year,  commitment  to  receiving 
and  giving  of  God's  gifts. 

DiscernmetJt,  equity  and  mission  are 
the  constant  marks  of  the  people  of  God 
as  the  community  of  stewards.  They 
were  the  qualities  that  the  task  force 
tried  to  keep  before  us  in  our  work 
through  the  quadrennium,  and  we 
hope  you  will  see  this  reflected  in  our 
recommendations.  We  found  all  of 
these  qualities  inspiringly  reflected  in 
Paul's  letter  to  the  church  at  Corinth, 
when  he  wrote  to  ask  for  a  collection  to 
aid  the  church  in  Jerusalem.  In  2  Corin- 
thians 8,  Paul  writes,  "I  do  not  mean 
that  there  should  be  relief  for  others 
and  burdens  for  you  but  that,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  equality,  your  present  abundance 
should  supply  their  need,  so  that  their 
abundance  might  later  supply  your 
need  that  there  might  be  equality."  As  it 
is  written,  the  one  who  gathered  much 
had  nothing  over  and  the  one  who 
gathered  little  had  no  lack. 

It  is  in  the  spirit  of  Paul's  letter  to  Cor- 
inth that  we  ask  you  to  consider  the  re- 
mainder of  this  report  as  a  matter  of 
discernment,  equity,  and  mission.  We 
ask  you  to  take  to  heart  Jesus'  admoni- 
tion, "To  those  to  whom  much  is  given, 
much  will  be  required." 


MERRICK:  Jonathan  Holston,  a  Dis- 
trict Superintendent  from  Atlanta,  will 
reflect  on  our  connectional  hentage. 

Connectional  Heritage  and  Funding 

JONATHAN  L.  HOLSTON  (North 
Georgia):  As  United  Methodists,  we  ac- 
cept and  affirm  that  the  primary  task  of 
our  church  is  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  proclaim  the  gospel,  the  good 
news,  and  to  seek  and  to  welcome  and 
gather  f)eople  of  faith  into  the  body  of 
Christ.  When  one  joins  the  United 
Methodist  congregation,  one  becomes  a 
member  of  the  total  United  Methodist 
connection.  We  define  that  connection 
as  a  network  of  interdependent  and  in- 
terrelated relationships  among  persons 
like  yourselves — in  groups,  in  local  and 
regional,  national  and  international 
levels.  As  members,  we  promise  God 
and  our  congregation  that  we  will  up- 
hold the  church  with  our  prayers,  our 
presence,  our  gifts,  and  our  ser\'ice. 
And  that  church  is  the  local  church,  or 
the  district,  or  the  annual  conference  or 
even  the  general  church. 

Our  promise  to  God  and  the  church 
opens  up  to  us  the  vast  ministry  that 
awaits  those  who  seek  the  fields  ripe  for 
harvest.  I  Corinthians,  the  IZ'"  chapter, 
the  12'^  verse,  states  that  "the  body  is  a 
unit.  Though  it  is  made  up  of  many 
parts  and  though  all  of  its  parts  are 
many,  they  form  one  body.  Likewise, 
though  we  are  many  members,  we  are 
one  body."  Even  though  we  may  be 
over  8  million  lay  members,  we  are  one 
body.  We  may  be  43,000  clergy  mem- 
bers, we  are  still  one  body  We  may  be 
consecrated  diaconal  ministers,  we 
may  be  preparatory  members — we  are 
still  one  body.  We  may  be  local 
churches  or  pastoral  charges,  districts, 
annual  conferences,  and  episcopal  ar- 
eas, but  we  are  one  body.  We  are  lo- 
cated all  over  the  world  through  central 
conferences  and  over  1  million  lay  per- 
sons around  the  world,  but  we  are  one 
body.  We  are  the  body  of  Christ  called 
United  Methodists,  people  who  send 
missionaries,  and  ourselves,  into  the 
world,  to  live  as  ser\'ants  for  Christ.  We 
are  the  Body  of  Christ  who  minister  in 
more  than  100  United  Methodist  col- 
lege and  universities,  as  well  as  support 
over  13  theological  schools  to  educate 
our  pastors.  We  are  the  Body  of  Christ 
that  bears  each  others'  burdens  through 
reaching  out  in  times  of  need  and  disas- 
ter. We  are  the  Body  of  Christ  con- 
nected together.  We  do  more  than 
express  a  concern  for  the  worker,  the 
sick,  and  the  poor.  We  do  more  than  ex- 
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press  a  concern  for  the  poor,  the  aging, 
the  impaired,  and  the  oppressed.  We 
the  Body  of  Christ  participate  together. 
We  struggle  together  to  help  those  in 
need.  This  is  important  to  our  faith. 

Therefore,  as  people  gather  together 
as  congregations,  we  are  connected  to- 
gether. We  do  more  than  no  single  indi- 
vidual, church,  district,  annual  con- 
ference could  ever  do  by  itself.  We  are 
indeed  the  connection.  We  are  together. 

So  as  a  task  force  we  were  convinced 
that  the  United  Methodists  identify 
with  the  need  to  be  in  mission.  As 
United  Methodists  we  desire  to  be  in 
mission  together,  and  as  United  Meth- 
odists the  mandate  is  to  be  in  mission 
together  everywhere.  As  a  part  of  this 
concept,  our  theme — A  Charge  to  Keep 
I  Have,  Our  Calling  to  Fulfill — is  one  in 
which  we  felt  strongly  that  our  goal 
was  to  assist  our  church.  This  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  fulfilling  John 
Wesley's  adage  to  "Do  all  the  good  you 
can,  in  all  the  places  you  can,  to  all  the 
people  you  can."  As  a  task  force  we 
sought  to  build  upon  this  connection, 
this  network  that  was  interrelated  and 
interdependent.  We  sought  funding  as 
a  mission,  as  an  expression  of  our  stew- 
ardship. It  was  a  mission  and  an  expres- 
sion of  our  connectedness.  It  provides 
for  us  avenues  for  giving  in  order  that 
we  not  only  could  be  strong  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences,  but 
that  we  could  be  connected  together 
seeking  to  be  in  mission  together,  seek- 
ing to  be  God's  people  at  home  and 
around  the  world. 

MERRICK:  Jeannie  Trevino-Teddlie 
from  the  Central  Texas  Conference  will 
now  explain  some  of  our  critical  find- 
ings and  the  emphasis  on  stewardship. 

Research  on  Funding  Findings 

JEANNIE  TREVINO-TEDDLIE 

(Central  Texas):  In  the  research  that  we 
did,  we  discovered  that  theology  af- 
fects church  giving  more  than  institu- 
tional policies.  Bishop  Looney 
reminded  us  that  our  own  theology 
contradicts  a  consumer  theology.  That 
consumer  theology  that  says,  "Gain  all 
you  can,  spend  all  you  can,  keep  all  you 
can."  Bishop  Looney  reminded  us  that 
Father  John  says  it  a  different  way: 
"Earn  all  you  can,  save  all  you  can,  give 
all  you  can."  John  Wesley  encouraged 
Methodists  to  work  with  diligence  and 
discipline  making  wise  use  of  the  gifts 
and  resources  that  are  entrusted  to 
them  by  God. 


Another  finding  was  that  for  stew- 
ardship programs  to  be  successful,  they 
must  involve  a  theology  and  a  vision  of 
both  personal  and  collective  responsi- 
bilities. Our  consumer-driven  society 
says,  "I  earned  it.  It's  mine."  This  un- 
derstanding leads  to  members  seeing 
their  giving  as  paying  for  services,  pay- 
ing for  services  rendered.  But  our  Bibli- 
cal roots  emphasize  the  role  of  the 
steward:  "All  that  I  am  and  all  that  I 
have  comes  to  my  care  from  God." 

I  think  one  of  the  most  important 
things  that  our  task  force  has  done  has 
been  to  initiate  a  major  curriculum 
piece  on  stewardship  that  was  just 
passed  out  to  you.  It's  entitled,  Stezvard: 
Living  as  Disciples  in  Even/day  Life.  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  is 
developing  this  12- week  study  re- 
source for  small  groups  in  local 
churches.  It  will  be  available  at  the  end 
of  this  year  for  use  in  January  of  2001 .  In 
the  booklet,  it  will  give  an  overview  of 
this  curriculum,  of  the  contents  of  Steiv- 
ard. 

Those  of  you  who  may  not  have  re- 
ceived this  copy,  you  can  go  down  to 
the  Cokesbury  display  and  there  are 
these  booklets  that  are  available  to  you. 
In  the  very  back  of  the  booklet  you  will 
see  a  postcard  that  you  can  fill  out  for 
more  information.  I  think  it's  one  of  the 
most  important  pieces  that's  being  put 
together  for  us  to  really  be  able  to  un- 
derstand ourselves  as  stewards  as  a 
way  of  counteracting  the  con- 
sumer-driven society  in  which  we  live 
in.  The  task  force  is  extremely  pleased 
that  this  resource  will  be  available  to 
you  by  the  end  of  this  year  and  we  com- 
mend it  to  you. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Alright.  We're 
going  to  need  to  move  towards  conclu- 
sion now  rather  quickly,  please.  Couple 
of  minutes. 

MERRICK:  Don  House,  an  economist 
from  Houston,  Texas  will  present  some 
of  the  formulae  and  rationale. 

Formulas  for  Funding 

DONALD  HOUSE  (Texas):  As  you 
may  know  the  apportionment  funds 
that  come  from  this  General  Confer- 
ence through  the  Annual  Conferences 
are  governed  by  three  formulaes.  A 
decimal  formula,  and  two  expenditary 
formulae.  We  studied  those  formulae 
and  the  effects  of  those  formulae  for 
three  and  a  half  years.  And  we  came  up 
with  several  critical  findings.  One, 
there  is  no  link  between  the  health  of 
the  local  church,  and  the  levels  of  ap)- 


portionments  assigned  to  those  local 
churches  during  the  quadrennium.  The 
amounts  that  are  assigned  are  fixed  for 
the  quadrennium  and  it's  not  linked  to 
the  what  happens  to  the  local  church 
during  that  quadrennium. 

The  second,  there  are  serious  inequi- 
ties we  found.  We  found  that  the  least 
able  to  support  the  general  church 
sometimes  gets  the  largest  apportion- 
ments. Troy  is  an  example,  yet  the  ap- 
portionments represent  4.47c  of  their 
total  local  church  expenditures.  North 
Georgia,  the  apportionments  represent 
only  2.8%  of  their  total  local  church  ex- 
penditures. And  North  Georgia,  we  be- 
lieve, is  the  stronger,  financially, 
annual  conference.  There  are  differ- 
ences in  ability  across  the  annual  con- 
ference to  support  the  general  church 
apportionments. 

We  find  that  there  are  substantial  dif- 
ferences in  payouts.  The  lowest  payout 
is  around  64%  for  an  annual  confer- 
ence. And  the  highest  is  1007o.  We  ask 
ourselves:  Why  are  these  substantial 
differences  existing  today  across  the 
denomination?  We  found  that  most  of 
those  differences  have  to  do  with  differ- 
ences in  ability  to  support  the  general 
church. 

The  fourth  finding  is  we've  discov- 
ered that  membership  is  really  not 
closely  related  to  the  activities  of  the  lo- 
cal church,  and  is  a  poor  indicator. 

The  proposed  formula.  The  proposed 
formula  provides  a  link  between  the 
health  of  the  local  church  and  the  levels 
of  apportionments  that  are  assigned 
from  the  General  Conference.  We  find 
that  the  new  apportionment  formula 
does  take  into  account  differences  in 
ability  to  pay  across  the  annual  confer- 
ences. That  is  what  is  included  in  the  "I" 
factor.  We  also  find,  or  you  will  find, 
that  the  proposed  formula  takes  out 
membership,  out  of  the  apportionment 
formula.  Change  can  be  disruptive.  We 
know  that  if  there  is  a  change  in  the  ap- 
portionment formula,  those  that  re- 
ceive the  lower  apportionment  formula 
are  going  to  respond  beautifully.  But 
those  that  get  the  higher  apportion- 
ment formula  will  find,  or  may  find, 
that  that's  going  to  be  somewhat  dis- 
ruptive. To  take  this  into  account,  what 
we  have  proposed  is  a  four-year  transi- 
tion; that  during  those  years  we  use 
both  sets  of  proportion  formulas,  the 
one  proposed,  as  well  as  the  three  that 
are  existing.  And  over  those  four  years 
we  will  transition  such,  that  in  the  year 
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2004,  we  will  be  using  the  new  appor- 
tionment formula. 

Secondly,  we  find  that  the  proposal 
brought  forth  by  the  financial  adminis- 
tration to  bring  in  the  two  additional 
deductions  in  a  graceful  step.  We  be- 
lieve it  is  a  graceful  step  toward  perfec- 
tion. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  Thank  you.  Can 
you  bring  this  to  conclusion  now 
please? 

PATRICIA  E.  FARRIS  (California-Pa- 
cific): Sisters  and  brothers,  as  we  were 
reminded  this  morning,  John  Wesley 
knew  that  his  people  would  and  should 
have  issues  with  money.  He  knew  that 
we  would  need  the  personal  and  corp)o- 
rate  disciplines  of  saving  and  giving, 
giving,  giving.  He  knew  that  we  would 
need  a  mechanism,  whereby  those  of 
moreaffluent  means  can  join  with  those 
of  more  limited  means,  to  pool  our  re- 
sources, for  the  undergirding  of  the 
mission  and  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  world. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  to  serve  the 
church  through  this  taskforce.  And  we 
offer  you  now  this  report,  the  fruits  of 
our  labors.  We  offer  tools  for  further  re- 
search and  analysis,  toob  for  spiritual 
fornwtion  as  stewards.  And  we  offer  a 
new  tool  for  apportioned  giving^  to 
carry  forward  the  great  work  of  our 
church  with  renewed  strength  and  en- 
thusiasm. It  is  our  fervent  hope  that  in 
its  depth  and  scof>e,  this  report  may  be 
a  springboard  to  energize  a  renewal  of 
our  commitment  as  United  Methodists 
to  personal  and  connectiorwl  steward- 


ship to  the  glory  of  God.  This  is  our 
charge  to  keep,  and  our  calling  to  fulfill. 
As  we  conclude,  I  invite  you  to  stand 
and  join  in  the  singing  of  hymn  no.  413, 
verses  1  and  2.  Charles  Wesley's  "A 
Charge  To  Keep."  Please  note  that  we 
will  use  plural  pronouns,  rather  than 
personal  ones. 

(Song) 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  thank 
you  very  much.  We're  so  appreciative 
for  the  hard  work  done.  It  will  be  cared 
for  in  the  regular  process  of  business. 
We  thank  you.  And  now  let  us  call  the 
Secretary  forward,  Carolyn  Marshall. 
But  also  as  she  is  coming,  Mary  Alice 
Massey  and  Fitzgerald  Reist.  Mike  2, 
please.  Mary  Alice. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Horida): 
Bishop  Sprague,  it  does  not  seem  that  at 
this  time  we  will  have  enough  calendar 
items  to  warrant  a  plenary  session  this 
afternoon,  and  so  I  move  that  the 
agenda  be  adjusted  to  allow  for  com- 
mittee meetings  all  afternoon  and  then 
for  plenary  tonight. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  right,  is  that 
seconded?  It  is.  As  many  as  would  sup- 
port the  adaptation,  vote  yes.  Those 
who  would  not,  vote  no.  This  will  give 
the  entire  afternoon  to  legislative  time. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears,  please. 
Let's  hold  steady.  It  overwhelmingly 
passes.  [Yes,  801 :  No,  66/  All  right,  Caro- 
lyn. Hold  steady.  There  are  some  im- 
portant announcements. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Your  ac- 
tion just  made  it  possible  for  me  to  elim- 


inate many,  many  of  the  announce- 
ments with  all  kinds  of  changing  times 
for  committees  and  subcommittees. 
The  ten  legislative  committees,  then, 
will  meet  in  your  rooms  as  scheduled, 
rescheduled.  In  addition  I  want  to  say 
that  the  committee  on  central  confer- 
ence affairs  will  meet  at  1:30  in  21 2A. 

Then,  also,  to  call  to  our  attention  that 
the  announcement  in  today's  OCA  on 
page  2019,  right  hand  column,  regard- 
ing the  Native  American  banquet  is  in 
error  as  far  as  date  is  concerned.  It  is  to- 
night, tonight,  Tuesday  night,  not  to- 
morrow night  as  stated.  All  other 
information  is  correct. 

And  just  a  reminder,  also,  that  as  you 
make  motions  and  bring  them  to  the 
front,  have  them  brought  to  the  front,  it 
would  help  us  immeasurably  here  if 
you  could  print  your  names  as  well  as 
sign  them — or  at  least  print  them.  All  of 
our  handwriting  for  signatures  is  not 
readily  available  by  some  of  us,  so  it 
would  certainly  help  your  secretarial 
staff.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SPRAGUE:  All  nght,  and 
thanking  you  I'd  like  to  call  Bishop 
Edsel  Ammons  to  the  podium  that  he 
might  pray  us  into  recess.  And  as  my 
mystical  bishop,  a  mystic  in  a  prophet,  a 
prophet  in  a  mystic,  comes  to  pray  for 
us,  I'd  like  to  thank  bishops  Craig  and 
Yeakel.  Blame  me  for  the  mistakes. 
Thank  them  for  the  way  we  flow. 

(prayer  by  Bishop  Ammons) 

(Continues  with  Tuesday  Ei'ening 
Next  Issue) 
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20/30: 
Bible  Study 
FOR  Young  Adults 


DO  you  NEED 

•  to  connect  the  biblical  story  to  our  story? 

•  to  honor  the  life  experiences  of  learners 

•  help  building  small  groups? 

•  easy-to-lead  sessions? 

•  case  studies  and  discussion  starters? 

•  options  for  service  projects? 

youns  adults  can  be  the  lifeblood  of  a  ministry. 
Now  your  consresation  can  explore  an  exciting 
contemporary  Bible  study  series  designed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  adult  learners  in  their  20s  and  30s. 

Each  volume  in  the  series  examines  a  powerful 

biblical  image  that  has  implications  for  modern  life. 

Consider: 

Covenant— how  we  make  and  break  promises  to 

God  and  each  other. 

Exodus— transitional  moments  like  leaving  home, 

graduation,  and  new  jobs. 

Community— creating  a  healthy  sense  of 

connectedness  with  others. 

Faith— being  faithful  and  true  to  God,  self,  and 

others;  putting  our  faith  in  action. 

Each  of  the  four  volumes  includes; 

•  Bible  background 

•  Articles  on  group  leadership,  and  teaching  options 

•  Case  studies  throughout  the  text  to  use  as 
discussion  starters 

•  Seven  easy-to-lead  sessions  with  clear  teaching 
objectives  on  each  page 

•  Options  for  service  projects 


Does  the  teaching  i 
ministry  in  your 

congregation  offer 
an  option  for      ^ 
young  adults? 


Spi  ritual 


ft^  Cokesbu 


^ 


Each,  $6.00 
CAO-083060.  Covenant 
CAO-083087.  Exodus 
CAO-083079.  Community 
CA0-083095.  Faith 


Visit  your  local  CokesburyW're  or  call  toll  free:  1-S00'67?|:n89' 
>»:?-i^kpr' visit  our  websitev  www.cokesbury.com        .  '  -V. 
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Peaceful  Protests  Emphasize  the  Division 


As  delegates  arrived  at  the  convention  center 
Wednesday  morning,  they  were  greeted  by  songs  and 
words  in  protest  of  the  United  Methodist  policies  regard- 
ing homosexuality.  Representatives  gathered  on  the  mall 
outside  the  convention  center  with  songs  of  praise  and 
words  of  unity.  Present  in  the  protest  were  United  Meth- 
odist bishops  William  W.  Dew  Jr.,  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  Calvin 
D.  McConnell,  Susan  M.  Morrison,  C.  Joseph  Sprague, 
Mary  Ann  Swenson,  and  Joseph  H.  Yeakel.  In  circles  of 
prayer  and  unity,  participants  chanted  the  message  "We 
love  The  United  Methodist  Church." 

At  the  edge  of  the  crowd  were  counter-protesters 
who  held  signs  "GAYS,  Got  Aids  Yet!,  Romans  1:27, 
Romans  6:23"  and  "Leviticus  20:13,  Man  w/Man,  Abomi- 
nation, Put  to  Death."  They  shouted  degrading  and  in- 
flammatory words  against  gay,  lesbian,  and  bisexual 
persons.  The  counter-protest  was  not  associated  with  the 
Transforming  Congregation  movement  or  any  United 
Methodist  caucus  or  group.  As  rally  participants  ap- 
proached the  convention  center,  the  voices  of  the  coun- 
ter-demonstration grew  louder,  and  a  woman  offered 
back,  "We  love  you." 

The  protest  included  brief  speeches  by  several  bish- 
ops and  leaders  of  groups  which  supported  the  protest: 
Greg  Dell,  In  All  Things  Charity;  Gil  Caldwell,  United 
Methodists  of  Color  for  Full  Inclusivity;  Marilyn  Alexan- 
der, Reconciling  Congregations  Program;  Mel  White, 


^ttUtrs  shout  and  hold  anti-gay  signs  dunng  the  gay  nghts  march  outside 
'V  omtirnruTn  center.  A  UMNS  photo  try  Paul  Jeffrey 


ARRESTED  -  Bishop  C.  Joseph  Sprague  (in  clerical  colhr)  is  among  protest 
leaders  arrested  by  Cleveland  police  for  blocking  the  entrance  to  the  conivntion 
center.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 

Soulforce;  and  the  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a  United  Method- 
ist civil  rights  leader  who  worked  with  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  Other  participants  were  Yolanda  King,  eldest 
daughter  of  Dr.  King;  Rodney  Powell,  a  co-worker  of  Dr. 
King;  and  Arun  Gandhi,  grandson  of  Mohandas  Gandhi. 

The  protest  marchers  continued  to  the  exit  ramp  of 
the  convention  center  where  they  shouted,  "No  exit  with- 
out justice."  By  1 :30  p.m.  EDT,  police  had  arrested  185  per- 
sons, including  Bishop  Sprague,  charging  them  with 
"aggravated  disorderly  conduct."  The  arrests  were  or- 
derly, as  each  protester  was  fingerprinted  and  fined  $180. 
Many  persons  received  bail  money  from  United  Method- 
ists who  could  not  participate  in  the  march. 

Inside  the  convention  center,  a  quiet  protest  began  as 
Ohio  West  Area  Bishop  Judith  Craig  brought  the  confer- 
ence to  order.  In  the  balcony,  a  group  arose  and  chanted, 
"Wide  is  God's  welcome;  extend  the  table!"  Several  hun- 
dred persons  stood  and  sang  "We  are  marching  in  the 
light  of  God." 

Lawson  called  for  a  moratorium  on  negative  lan- 
guage regarding  homosexuals  in  TJif  Biwk  of  DiscipJtne  and 
on  any  witch  hunts  of  clergy  ministering  to  gay  and  les- 
bian persons.  Lawson  drew  parallels  to  the  civil  rights 
movement.  "Immorality  is  the  charge  aimed  at  the  Black 
community  for  400  years,"  Lawson  said. 

— John  Thomburf^  and  Brad  Motia 
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'Being  Jailed  on  Behalf  of  the  Gospel'  Is  Appropriate,  Bishop  Says 


}f^ 


The  arrest  of  Chicago  Area  Bishop  C.  Jo- 
seph Sprague  by  Cleveland  police  Wednesday 
during  a  Soulforce-organized  demonstration  is 
a  proper  expression  of  the  episcopal  office,  ac- 
cording to  three  United  Methodist  bishops. 

Bishops  Mary  Ann  Swenson,  Denver  Area; 
Woodie  W.  White,  IndianapoUs  Area;  and  Ken- 
neth Carder,  Nashville  Area,  answ^ered  queries 
from  the  news  media  on  homosexuality  and 
other  issues  at  a  Wednesday  new^s  conference. 

"I  do  think  that  it  is  appropriate  that  Bishop 
Sprague  was  arrested,"  Bishop  Swenson  said.  "I 
believe  it  is  appropriate  for  us  to  witness  in  a  va- 
riety of  ways,  and  at  Hmes  that  means  not  only 
visiting  people  in  jail,  but  being  jailed  ourselves 
on  behalf  of  the  gospel.  Even  among  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  we  have  different  points  of  view  and 

different  ways  of  expressing  our  witness.   I  ^„.,„,_ ^ 

wanted  to  be  supportive  and  in  relationship  regarding  homosexuality 
with  those  who  were  outside  and  want  to  push 
for  change." 


CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE  -  Leaders  commit  an  act  of  civil  disobedu-ncc  m  tlicu  blotk  ih.c 
entrance  to  the  convention  center  in  protest  of  The  United  Methodist  Church's  policies 
■  •  A  U^ANS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Bishop  White  said  he  wanted  the  demonstrators  to 
know  the  church  heard  them  and  was  listening.  "There 
were  those  of  us  who  wanted  to  be  sure  we  exemplified  a 
spirit  of  hospitality  and  openness  to  hear  whatever  those 
who  have  words  to  say  to  us  as  the  church,"  he  said.  The 
bishop  also  recalled  his  involvement  in  a  General  Confer- 
ence floor  protest  three  decades  ago. 


Agenda  for  Thursday  May  11 

8:00  a.m.       Choral  Music 
8:15  a.m.       Worship  Service 
9:00  a.m.       Committee  on  Calendar 
and  Agenda  Report 

9:10  a.m.        Calendar  Items 

12:10  p.m.     Conference  Announcements 

and  Committee  on  Presiding  Officers 

12:15  p.m.  Lunch  Recess 

2:20  p.m.  Gathering  Music 

2:30  p.m.  Calendar  Items 

5:30  p.m.  Dinner  Recess 

7:20  p.m.  Gathering  Music 

7:30  p.m.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Agenda 

7:30  p.m.  Calendar  Items 

10:25  p.m.  Announcements 

10:30  p.m.  Adjournment 


Calling  for  United  Methodists  to  take  a  pastoral  ap 
proach  rather  than  a  disciplinary  approach  to  homosexu 
ality.  Bishop  Carder  reminded  the  media  that  Unitec, 
Methodist  bishops  have  a  long  history  of  expressing  thei, 
individual  conscience.  "We  teach  . . .  individually,  but  wtj 
also  have  a  corporate  teaching  role.  There  may  seem  to  be 
. .  some  conflict  between  that.  We  as  bishops,  however,  ii' 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  do  not  feel  that  is  in  conflict. 

"We  are  united  in  the  Council  of  Bishops  in  our  cove>i 
nant  that  we  will  abide  by  the  Discipline  land]  enforce  tht 
Discipline  as  the  Discipline  requires.  We  are  free  to  expres' 
our  individual  conscience,  however." 

The  bishops  stressed  the  church's  commitment  to  th , 
Discipline's  support  of  full  civil  rights  for  homosexuals,  ir  j 
eluding  the  recognition  of  the  church  as  a  safe  place  fc 
people  to  struggle  with  sexual  identity. 

Bishop  Carder  also  said  our  differences  over  gajj 
rights  in  United  Methodism  may  be  the  place  where  thi 
church  can  come  to  understand  God  in  a  different  wa.j 
"On  the  issue  of  homosexuality,  we  are  raising  other  i] 
sues  such  as  the  authority  of  Scripture,  the  nature  of  Goj 
and  the  meaning  of  baptism,"  he  said.  "When  we  say  tlj , 
church  is  for  all  children,  do  we  really  mean  all  children! 
Bishop  Swenson  hopes  the  church  will  be  open  to  the  git 
of  all  God's  children,  regardless  of  their  orientation. 

BishopWhite  expressed  optimism  about  the  church, 
future  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality  because  of  curre| 
positive  language  on  gay  rights.  He  noted  the  church  dol 
not  condemn  homosexual  orientation,  supports  minist 
with  homosexuals  and  openness  to  homosexuals,  and  i; 
firms  civil  rights  for  homosexual  persons.  "As  a  bishof  |  ■ 
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exf>ect  no  pastor  ever  to 
close  the  door  or  mem- 
bership to  a  person  of  ho- 
mosexual orientation," 
he  said. 

When  asked  about 
the  hate  groups  coun- 
ter-demonstrating out- 
side the  convention 
center,  all  three  bishops 
indicated  those  groups 
do  not  represent  the 
church's  views  on  homo- 
sexuality. 

Wednesday's  dem- 
onstration was  Bishop 
Swenson's  first  time  to 
experience  the  heckling 
of  anti-gay  hate  groups. 
"It  was  very  painful  to 
hear  (the  hecklers],"  she 
said.  "I  thought  of  myself 
being  in  Jerusalem  and 
etting  to  walk  the  Via  Dolorosa  and  the  streets  in  which 
•SOS  walked.  And  remembering  how  when  Jesus  carried 
cross,  people  heckled  him  and  said  ugly  and  harmful 
Jings  to  him." 

"Across  the  spectrum,  in  this  church,  we  agree  all 
srsons  are  persons  of  sacred  worth,  children  of  God.  You 
3n't  heckle  children  of  God  and  treat  people  with  disre- 
)ect.  We  honor  their  sacredness  as  a  child  of  God.  When 
«  abuse  any  of  God's  children,  we  abuse  Jesus  again," 
shop  Carder  said.  He  believes  the  church  will  become 
"lified  through  its  struggles  on  painful  issues,  including 
)inosexuality.  He  also  said  the  church  is  united  in  its 
•mmon  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and  in  its  participa- 
>n  of  Christ's  mission  of  reconciliation  and  transforma- 
jmin  the  world. 

— Kurt  Gumrtney 


iWSHED  —  A  woman  cn«  while 
ptknd  police  arrest  people  protesting 
r  United  Methodist  Church's 
■  i-homosexual  policies. 

A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Where  in  the  Convenrion  Center 
Is  . . .  Brad  Motta????? 

I  am  seated  in  an  assigned  seat.  If  you  want  to 
at  in  these  seats;  you  have  to  be  "assigned"  your  seat 
by  another  body  of  the  church.  You  have  a  unique 
viewpoint  of  the  actions  of  the  General  Conference. 
It  is  a  place  where  people  support  and  help  one  an- 
other in  their  ministry.  It  is  a  place  that  has  seen  and 
continues  to  see  some  of  the  great  leaders  of  the 
"hurch  provide  spiritual  and  moral  support. 

See  photo  on  page  2206  for  the  location. 


Ecumenical  Leaders  Praise 

United  Methodist  Efforts; 

Bishops  Honor  Love,  Bannister 

Dr.  Janice  Love  and  the  Rev.  Kathryn  Bannister  were 
presented  with  certificates  of  appreciation  from  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  during  an  ecumenical  cele- 
bration Wednesday  at  the  2000  General  Conference. 

Love,  who  said  she  had  a  passion  to  reach  across 
"these  great  chasms  that  divide  us,"  was  honored  for 
more  than  20  years  of  promoting  Christian  unity  through 
representing  The  United  Methodist  Church  on  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  She  served  from  1975  through  1998. 

Bannister,  who  opened  the  worship  service  celebrat- 
ing Christian  unity,  is  a  local  pastor  in  the  Kansas  West 
Conference  and  a  president  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  She  was  honored  for  her  seven  years'  service 
on  the  World  Council. 

Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  presented  the  awards.  "As 
you  meet  here  today,  you  are  surrounded  by  a  cloud  of 
witnesses  .  .  .  who  are  praying  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
strengthen  our  bonds,"  said  Bishop  William  S.  Skylstad  of 
the  National  Council  of  Catholic  Bishops,  one  of  more 
than  15  ecumenical  guests 

He  prayed  that  "in  spreading  biblical  holiness 
throughout  the  land,"  we  would  find  common  paths  we 
can  walk  together.  Skylstad  commended  United  Method- 
ists for  bringing  zeal  to  the  search  for  unity  of  faith  and 
common  purpose. 

Acknowledging  "we  are  facing  many  of  the  issues  you 
are  facing,"  Skylstad  commended  delegates  for  celebrating 
the  witness  of  repentance  and  reconciliation  for  sins  of  rac- 
ism. "Certainly  your  witness  with  the  African-American 
churches  is  a  witness  for  all  our  churches,"  he  said. 

Praising  United  Methodists  for  their  leadership  in  ec- 
umenical efforts,  he  said,  "Christ .  .  .  has  called  all  of  our 
churches  together  in  unity." 

Speaking  for  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Edgar  said,  "God 
is  challenging  us  as  members  of  the  body  of  Christ  to  rec- 
ognize it's  not  too  late."  But  he  emphasized  "the  ecumeni- 
cal community  is  committed  to  understanding  the 
urgency  for  unity  now." 

The  need  for  unity  is  great,  he  said,  to  work  together 
to  seek  justice,  care  for  the  poor,  and  seek  to  change  the 
world.  Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  welcomed  the  ecu- 
menical guests. 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Right  Honorable  George  L. 
Carey,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  preached  at  the 
morning  worship  service. 

— Jackie  Campbell 
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Archbishop's  Address,  Peaceful  Protest, 
Election  Formula  Pique  Delegates'  Interest 


A  wide  variety  of  activities  claimed  delegates'  atten- 
tion Wednesday. 

History  was  made  as  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
the  Most  Rev.  and  Right  Honorable  George  L.  Carey,  ad- 
dressed the  General  Conference,  the  first  head  of  the 
worldwide  Anglican  communion  to  do  so. 
Clad  in  a  purple  cassock,  the  archbishop 
expressed  appreciation  for  the  opportunity 
to  speak  to  the  spiritual  descendants  of 
John  Wesley,  an  Anglican  rector  until  his 
death. 

Christians,  Carey  said,  "must  tran- 
scend the  concern  for  the  survival  of  the 
church  and  start  to  focus  [their]  concern 
upon  the  kingdom  of  God  and  its  centrality 
to  church  and  society."  The  archbishop 
said  he  "abandoned  a  long  time  ago  a  the- 
ology of  unity  that  assumes  it  means  uni- 
formity and  sameness." 

Ecumenical  visitors  representing  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal,  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Episcopal,  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran,  Nazarene,  Orthodox,  Presby- 
terian, United  Church  of  Christ,  and 
Wesleyan  churches  were  introduced.  Also  welcomed 
were  representatives  of  the  Consultation  on  Church  Un- 
ion, the  International  Coimcil  of  Community  Churches, 
the  National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops,  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC). 

San  Francisco  Area  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  the  in- 
coming ecumenical  officer  of  the  United  Methodist  Coun- 
cil of  Bishops,  recognized  two  United  Methodist 
ecumenical  leaders — ^Jan  Love  and  Kathryn  Bannister. 

While  the  archbishop  preached  inside  the  conven- 
tion center,  185  people,  including  a  United  Methodist 
bishop,  were  arrested  for  engaging  in  civil  disobedience 
as  a  way  of  protesting  United  Methodist  policies  regard- 
ing homosexuality. 

About  300  people  participated  in  the  rally  organized 
by  Soulforce,  a  coalition  of  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and 
transgendered  people  and  heterosexuals  from  a  variety  of 
faith  backgrounds.  The  group  is  urging  The  United  Meth- 
odist church  and  other  mainline  denominations  to  accept 
sexual  minorities  in  the  hfe  of  the  church. 

According  to  police  officials,  the  protestors  were 
charged  with  aggravated  disorderly  conduct.  Chicago 
Area  Bishop  C.  Joseph  Sprague  was  among  the  first  pro- 
testors arrested.  At  least  nine  other  active  or  retired  bish- 
ops participated  in  the  rally  but  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  arrested. 


The  Judicial  Council  handed  down  several  decision: 
during  the  morning  session.  Affirming  The  Book  of  Disci 
pline,  the  church's  "supreme  court"  ruled  that  annual  con 
ferences  may  not  "legally  negate,  ignore,  or  violate' 
Disciplinary  provisions  even  when  such  disagreement: 
are  based  upon  conscientious  objections 
The  court  ruled  the  Discipline  regulate 
every  phase  of  the  church's  life  and  work. 
In  a  second  case,  the  council  said  th( 
General  Conference  had  voided  a  May  ( 
election  by  its  own  legislative  action  a  daj 
later.  The  delegates,  the  court  held 
voided  the  election  of  a  person  to  serve 
the  four  remaining  years  of  a  counci 
member's  unexpired  term  by  approving 
legislation  deleting  the  age  limit  on  mem 
bers  of  the  Judicial  Council,  thus  assum 
ing  a  vacancy  that  does  not  exist. 

In  a  late  morning  news  conference 
bishops  Kenneth  L.  Carder,  Nashville 
Area;  Mary  Ann  Swenson,  Denver  Area 
and  Woodie  W.  White,  Indiana  Area,  ex- 
pressed hope  and  optimism  for  the  de 
nomination.  : 

"I  think  we  are  focused  on  a  point  where  our  church 
is  in  disagreement,"  said  Bishop  White.  "But  there  are^ 
many  more  issues  where  we  are  in  agreement."  All  three 
bishops  voiced  their  belief  that  the  current  struggle  with 
homosexuality  issues  can  create  a  stronger  United  Meth- 
odist Church. 

In  legislation  Wednesday,  delegates  encouraged  con- 
gregations and  parents  to  monitor  their  children's  TV 
video  and  movie  viewing,  as  well  as  their  Internet  activity. 
After  almost  an  hour's  debate,  the  conference  ap-: 
proved  a  new  formula  for  determining  the  number  of  del- 
egates an  annual  conference  can  elect  for  General 
Conference.  The  new  formula  provides  for  one-half  of  the 
General  Conference  delegates  to  be  elected  on  the  basis  ol 
clergy  membership.  The  allocation  to  each  annual  confer- 
ence shall  be  proportional  to  its  share  of  the  total  clergy  ir 
the  church.  The  remaining  delegates  shall  be  allocated  or 
the  basis  of  local  church  membership  in  the  conference. 
The  allocation  of  each  annual  conference  shall  be  propor- 
tional to  its  share  of  the  total  laity. 

In  every  case,  the  delegation  for  a  particular  confer- 
ence will  include  at  least  one  clergy  and  one  laity.  If  a 
conference  has  more  delegates,  the  total  must  be  half 
clergy  and  half  laity.  Supporters  of  the  new  formula  say  it 
will  be  fairer  than  the  current  system  that  is  largely  clergy 
based,  and  is  long  overdue. 

-—Robert  Lear 
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Women  Bring  Special  Perspective 
to  General  Conference 

"Women  bring  a  uniqueness  to  General  Confer- 
ence," said  DarleneT.  Webb,  a  first-time  lay  delegate  from 
the  Peninsula-Delaware  Conference.  "Women  help  us 
look  at  the  issues  that  relate  to  families,  children,  (and) 
pain  and  suffering  in  the  world. 

"They  bring  a  needed  balance,"  said  the  Afri- 
can-American woman  who  is  a  retired  administrator  of 
Delaware's  Human  Relations  Commission. 

The  Rev.  Stephanie  Anna  Hixon,  a  member  of  the 
General  Secretariat  of  the  General  Commission  on  the  Sta- 
tus  and  Role  of  Women,  said  women  offer  significant 
leadership. 

"They're  convening  committees;  they're  well  pre- 
pared," said  Hixon.  "And  they're  quick  to  express  their 
convictions." 

Historically,  Hixon  reflected,  women  have  been  ac- 
culturated  not  to  speak  up  in  meetings. 

"Studies  show  us  that  parliamentary  procedure  is 
not  a  preferred  method  of  decision-making  for  women," 
she  said.  And  though  she  did  not  feel  comfortable  speak- 
I  ing  in  generalities  because  "women  are  diverse  and  have 
diverse  experiences,"  she  thought  it  could  safely  be  said 
women  tend  to  be  inter-relational. 

"The  nature  of  General  Conference  can  feel  unwel- 
coming." 

Anna  Gail  Workman,  a  diaconal  minister  in  the  North 

I  Carolina  delegation,  said,  "I  believe  women  are  more  con- 

i  nected  to  women's  issues.  For  instance,  four  years  ago, 

when  the  Korean  Plan  was  proposed,  the  Korean  female 

clergy  were  not  happy.  They  felt  left  out.  Being  a  female  in 

'  ministry  myself,  I  heard  that  loud  and  clear. 

"I  don't  feel  disenfranchised  at  this  conference,"  she 
continued.  "I  never  hesitate  to  speak  up.  In  fact,  I'm  not 
sure  anyone  at  this  level  hesitates.  Any  prejudice  I've  felt 
has  been  more  geographical  in  nature  than  anything. 
When  they  hear  that  southern  accent,  there's  that  ten- 
dency to  wonder,  'what  are  you  going  to  know?'" 

Even  "geographical  prejudice"  is  not  so  much  preju- 
dice as  a  lack  of  understanding.  Workman  said. 

Sandra  Burnett,  lay  delegate  from  the  Memphis  Con- 
ference, has  noticed  some  differences  in  how  women  and 
men  approach  General  Conference. 

"I  believe  women  are  more  attentive  to  issues  that  re- 
late to  children  and  nurturing-type  ministries,"  said  the 
president  of  Memphis  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women.  "Men  seem  more  inclined  to  be  in  administrative 
and  financial  committees.  And  I  did  noHce  eight  out  of  the 
10  committee  secretaries  are  female — as  if  that's  a 
woman's  job. 


"But  truthfully,  I'm  more  disturbed  about  the  lack  of 
interpreters  for  Central  Conference  delegates  and  the  way 
they  are  sometimes  treated  in  committee.  When  a  dele- 
gate from  an  African  country  spoke  about  an  issue  being 
seen  only  from  an  American  perspective,  the  next  speaker 
took  us  back  to  the  issue  as  though  (the  previous  speaker) 
had  said  nothing." 

Webb  concluded:  "We  have  a  way  to  go  in  how  we 
respect  each  other  for  our  gifts  and  graces." 

— Cathy  Farmer 


Spirit  of  Shalom  Is  Spreading, 
Says  Bishop  Sprague 

Shalom  is  on  the  loose.  So  proclaimed  General  Con- 
ference delegates  following  the  Communities  of  Shalom 
report,  presented  Monday  by  Chicago  Area  Bishop  C.  Jo- 
seph Sprague  and  the  Rev.  Myron  F.  McCoy,  Northern  Il- 
linois Conference  delegate  and  National  Shalom 
Committee  member. 

The  spirit  of  Shalom  is  spreading.  Bishop  Sprague 
said.  In  Philadelphia,  a  housing  renovation  project  pro- 
vides homes  for  area  residents  and  creates  25  new  jobs. 
Eight  rural  ministries  dot  the  South  Carolina  countryside, 
and  a  mobile  health  ministry  in  Texas  is  thriving. 

The  ministry  began  in  1992  when  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  responded  to  the  Los  Angeles  riots  by  seek- 
ing to  bring  healing,  wholeness,  and  hope  to  the 
neighborhoods  wracked  by  the  violence.  Shalom,  He- 
brew for  "peace,"  is  an  effort  to  equip  individuals  and 
churches  to  develop  partnerships  within  communities  to 
bring  about  positive  change  and  to  empower  spiritual  re- 
newal. 

Bishop  Sprague  noted  Shalom  training  has  been  pro- 
vided in  43  annual  conferences,  including  Zimbabwe. 
Planning  is  under  way  for  training  in  three  additional 
Central  Conference  locations. 

To  date,  more  than  3,300  lay  and  clergy  per- 
sons— representing  more  than  1,000  local  churches  and 
cooperative  parishes — have  received  Shalom  training. 
Teams  have  created  successful  partnerships  and  collabo- 
rative relationships  that  have  yielded  more  than  S6  mil- 
lion in  grants,  matching  funds  and  creative  resources  to 
sustain  the  various  ministries. 

Today  more  than  350  Shalom  sites  bring  ah>out  sys- 
temic change  anchored  in  the  basic  tenets  of  the  Christian 
faith,  McCoy  said.  "We  did  not  imagine  thus  mmistry 
would  become  what  it  has,"  he  said.  "It  has  achieved  solu- 
tions that  could  only  be  accomplished  through  the  guid- 
ance of  God." 

— Andy  Ellis 
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Top  10  Reasons  for  Having 
Sign  Language 

10.  You    can    communicate    through 
windows. 

9.     Sign  language  is  a  3-D  language. 

8.     You  can  sign  with  your  mouth  full. 

7.     Hearing  parents  can  communicate 
with  their  deaf  child. 

6.     You  can  sign  underwater. 

5.     Sign  language  is  a  cool  way  to  ex- 
press yourself. 

4.     You   can    communicate   across   a 
room  without  shouting. 

3.     Sign  language  is  beautiful. 

2.     You  can  make  friends  with  deaf 
people. 

1.     Sign  language  brings  hearing  and 
deaf  people  together! 
— Kenneth  Schroeder,  first-reserve  delegate, 
Baltimore-Washington  Conference 


LaVerle  Carrington,  Lincoln,  III.,  translates  General  Conference  plenary  business 
into  sign  language  for  deaf  attendees  —UMNS  Photo  by  John  Goodwin 


Sign  Interpreters  Should  Be  Required, 
Deaf  Delegate  Says 

A  reserve  delegate  who  is  deaf  wants  General  Con- 
ference to  provide  American  Sign  Language  interpreters 
when  it  meets  in  2004. 

General  Conference  is  very  interesting,  and  he  is 
learning  a  lot  from  the  discussions,  said  Kenneth 
Schroeder  from  the  Baltimore-Washington  Conference, 
but  he  wishes  other  deaf  United  Methodists  from  around 
the  world  could  participate. 

"1  want  to  meet  other  deaf  Methodists  from  other 
places,"  he  signed.  Even  if  there  were  no  deaf  delegates, 
interpreters  are  needed  to  allow  deaf  visitors  to  under- 
stand the  deliberations  and  actions  of  General  Confer- 
ence, he  added. 

"It  should  be  a  mandate,  I  thirJc,"  he  signed. 

Because  he  is  a  reserve  delegate,  the  General  Confer- 
ence Commission  provided  no  funding  for  deaf  interpret- 
ers for  him,  according  to  Schroeder. 

General  Conference  business  manager  Gary  Bowen 
said  all  delegates  and  first  reserves  received  a  question- 
naire asking  if  they  had  special  needs.  No  one  reported  a 
need  for  sign  interpretation,  he  said. 

When  the  questionnaire  was  distributed,  Schroeder 
did  not  receive  one  because  he  was  a  second  reserve.  He 
later  moved  to  first-reserve  position. 

The  Baltimore-Washington  Conference  and  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  grants  are  sharing  expenses  of  volunteer  in- 
terpreters for  Schroeder,  according  to  the  Rev.  Peggy  A. 
Johr^on,  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Deaf, 


Baltimore.  The  Baltimore-Washington  delegate  regrets, 
however,  that  Umited  GBGM  deaf-mirustry  program  dol- 
lars must  be  spent  in  this  way. 

Members  of  the  National  Committee  on  Deaf  Minis- 
try were  pleased  their  proposal  for  "strengthening  the 
connection  with  the  greater  deaf  community"  was  passed 
Tuesday.  They  were  disappointed,  however,  that  their 
funding  request  was  not  included  in  agency  budgets  but 
had  to  be  referred  to  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

The  committee  submitted  its  budget  two  years  ago 
and  expected  it  to  be  included  in  the  usual  pre-General 
Conference  budgeting  process  as  part  of  GBGM's  budget, 
according  to  Johnson.  Only  when  Johnson  arrived  at  Gen- 
eral Conference  did  she  and  committee  members  learn 
their  request  would  be  added  to  the  "laundry  list"  of 
off-budget  items  to  compete  for  limited  resotirces,  she 
said. 

"I  think  they  don't  understand  the  process,"  said 
Dennis  Belton,  GCFA  internal  audit  director.  "If  they 
asked  GBGM  for  funding,  why  did  they  not  get  an  an- 
swer? If  you  don't  get  an  answer,  don't  you  think  you 
should  follow  up?" 

The  National  Committee  on  Deaf  Ministry  has 
completed  a  study  of  deaf  ministries  throughout  The 
United  Methodist  Church  (see  DCA,  pp.  821-824).  Only 
19  percent  of  United  Methodist  churches  have  some 
means  of  accessibility  for  deaf  people,  according  to  the 
Rev.  LaVerle  Carrington  of  the  Illinois  Great  Rivers 
Conference. 

—Dean  Snyder 
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'So  Great  a  Cloud  of  Witnesses'  Video  Inspires  Delegates 
to  Reach  Out  through  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church 


A  "great  cloud  of  witnesses"  filled  the  General  Con- 
ference auditorium  Tuesday  evening  as  a  new  video  cele- 
brating the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church  had  its 
debut. 

"So  Great  a  Cloud  of  Witnesses"  features  the  denom- 
ination's highly  successful  avenue  for  second-mile  giving. 
Since  its  inception  in  1948,  more  than  $832  million  has 
been  given  to  a  myriad  of  worldwide  mission  efforts.  The 
record-setting  $38  million  given  in  1998,  the  Advance's 
50th-anni versa ry  year,  was  topped  by  donations  totaling 
$44  million  in  1999. 

In  introducing  the  20-minute  video,  Portland  Area 
Bishop  Edward  W.  Paup,  General  Council  on  Ministries 
Advance  Support  Group  leader,  said  the  Advance  is  a 
way  the  church  "holds  high  God's  candles  of  light"  for  the 
world. 

The  video  features  the  innovative  outreach  efforts  of 
several  United  Methodist  congregations  that  participate 
in  second-mile,  designated  giving.  Each  answers  God's 
call  to  mission  by  supporting  World  Service  and  other  ap- 
portioned funds,  conference  benevolences  and  ministry 
in  its  own  community. 

Community  United  Methodist  Church,  Nome, 
Alaska,  reaches  out  to  the  Yupik  people  of  eastern  Russia, 
just  across  the  Bering  Strait.  La  Trinidad  United  Method- 
ist Church,  San  Antonio,  hosts  a  sidewalk  Sunday  school 
that  nurtures  children  from  impoverished  families  living 
in  a  housing  project. 

Pulaski  Heights  and  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
churches,  both  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. — partners  with  a  Rus- 
sian congregation — made  and  shipped  two  stained-glass 
windows  to  the  church.  Members  of  Kingsley  [Iowa] 
United  Methodist  Church  make  and  sell  peanut  brittle  to 
support  mission  efforts. 

Other  United  Methodist  congregations  spotlighted 
are  Chinese  Community,  Oakland,  Calif.;  Wesley,  San 
Jose,  Calif.;  Ben  Hill,  Atlanta;  Community,  Naperville,  111.; 
and  John  Street,  New  York  City. 

These  are  among  the  more  than  17,000  United  Meth- 
I  odist  churches  that  give  to  missions  through  the  Advance. 

The  Advance  allows  congregations  to  have  "a  per- 
sonal connection  to  mission,"  Bishop  Paup  said.  "God  is 
i  calling  us  to  reach  out  and  be  in  ministry  at  home  and  be- 
;  yond.  The  Advance  helps  us  not  only  be  in  touch  with 
needs  miles  away  from  us,  but  with  those  in  our  neighbor- 
hoods." 

Copies  of  the  video  will  be  mailed  in  September  to 
every  United  Methodist  local  church,  according  to  pro- 
motion coordinator  Russell  H.  Scott.  The  emphasis  is  also 


supported  by  "Minutes  for  Mission"  cards,  newspaper  in- 
serts and  information  on  the  Internet  at 
www.gbgm-umc.org/advance. 

Bishop  Paup  said  he  takes  inspiration  from  Acts  1:8: 
"But  you  will  receive  power  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
come  upon  you;  and  you  will  be  my  witnesses  in  Jerusa- 
lem, in  all  Judea  and  Samaria,  and  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth." 

"All  are  called  to  our  Jerusalem,  Judea  and  Samaria 
for  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  I  think  that's  what  this 
video  tries  to  say,"  the  bishop  observed. 

— Jane  Dennis 


All  in  the  Family 

The  Rev.  James  J.  "Jim"  Bryan,  Missouri  West 
Conference  delegate,  is  the  son  of  Bishop  Monk 
Bryan.  Jim's  grandmother,  Eva  Monk  Bryan,  was  a 
Central  Texas  lay  delegate  to  the  General  Confer- 
ences of  1934, 1938  (the  last  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  South),  1939  (Uniting  Conference),  1940 
(the  first  of  the  Methodist  Church),  and  1944.  Her 
brother,  Marion  S.  Monk,  was  host  pastor  to  the  1922 
General  Conference  at  Central  Church,  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.  The  Little  Rock  and  North  Arkansas  confer- 
ences invited  her  father,  Alonzo  Monk,  to  give  the 
welcoming  address  on  behalf  of  Arkansas  to  the 
General  Conference. 

Sisters  Dr.  Dora  S.  Washington,  Mississippi 
Conference  delegate,  and  Dr.  Rosa  Washing- 
ton-Olson are  attending  their  second  General  Con- 
ference together.  Rosa,  district  lay  leader  from  the 
California-Nevada  Conference,  is  attending  her 
sixth  General  Conference,  four  as  a  delegate  and  two 
as  a  page.  Dora  is  a  second-time  delegate. 

From  the  very  beginning,  persons  of  African 
descent  were  a  part  of  Wesley's  Methodist  move- 
ment in  the  Caribbean  and  the  United  States.  Many 
have  remained  a  part  of  this  United  Methodist 
Church,  even  through  years  of  discrimination  and 
disenfranchisement.  In  1948,  James  Brown,  an  im- 
migrant from  Jamaica,  established  what  is  now 
known  as  Zion  United  Methodist  Church, 
Sharptown,  Md.  Two  of  Brown's  descendants  are 
delegates  to  the  2(X)0  General  Conference:  the  Rev. 
Myron  F.  McCoy,  Northern  Illinois  Conference  dele- 
gate and  senior  pastor  at  St.  Mark  United  Methodist 
Church,  Chicago,  and  Lenora  Thompson,  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference  delegate  and  lay  leader. 
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Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  Will  Continue 


"We  do  not  inherit  the  earth  from  our  parents;  we  borrow 
it  from  our  children." 

— Hazel  Henderson 

Dtiring  the  10  days  of  General  Conference,  some 
320,000  children  worldwide  will  die  from  malnutrition 
and  poverty-related  conditions. 

Mississippi  Area  Bishop  Marshall  L.  Meadors  Jr., 
chair  of  the  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty 
(Advance  No.  982200-8),  emphasized,  however,  that  five 
years  ago,  according  to  the  United  Nations,  that  number 
would  have  been  350,000.  "We  believe  the  iiutiative  has 
made  an  impact  and  a  significant  contribution  over  the 
past  quadrennium,"  he  said. 

The  initiative,  launched  in  1996,  will  be  continued  for 
the  next  four  years.  A  partnership  has  developed  between 
the  bishops  and  United  Methodist  boards  and  agencies  at- 
tempting to  implement  the  initiatives'  goals  across  the 
connection. 

In  the  United  States,  20  percent  of  all  children  live  at 
or  below  the  poverty  level.  Among  children  of  color  in  the 
United  States,  according  to  Bishop  Meadors,  that  figure  is 
40  percent. 

During  the  1992-96  quadrennium,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  struggled  to  discern  what  effort  might  engage  the 
council  in  a  special  mission  outreach.  "We  settled  on  the 
dual  issues  of  poverty  and  the  crises  faced  by  children 
worldwide.  The  bishops  have  preached  and  lifted  up  be- 
fore the  churches  and  conferences  these  needs  grounded 
in  the  biblical  and  theological  mandate  as  well  as  our  tra- 
ditional Wesleyan  witness,"  Bishop  Meadors  recalled. 

What  difference  has  the  initiative  made?  The  bishop 
said  every  United  Methodist  seminary  has  responded, 
with  some  initiating  a  special  class  in  ministry  to  children. 
Some  annual  conferences  have  renewed  a  focus  on  the 
church's  outreach  to  families,  especially  to  children  in 
poverty. 

The  Mississippi  Conference  added  a  staff  person  to 
work  specifically  in  this  ministry  for  children.  Angle  Wil- 
liams, trained  in  social  work,  is  the  primary  liaison  be- 
tween the  conference  and  the  Mississippi  legislature. 

The  goals  of  providing  resources,  reshaping,  and 
evangelizing  have  moved  The  United  Methodist  Church 
to  assist  local  churches  to  initiate  ministries  with  children 
and  the  impoverished.  The  denomination  continues  to 
place  the  needs  of  the  poor  in  the  center  of  the  church's 
life,  ministry  and  mission  while  proclaiming  God's  re- 
deeming, reconciling  love  and  grace  for  all  of  God's  chil- 
dren. 

The  Bishops'  Appeal:  Hope  for  the  Children  of  Af- 
rica (Advance  No.  101000-4),  partnered  with  the  initiative. 


has  focused  on  establishing  one-on-one  linkages  between 
churches  and  conferences  in  the  United  States  and  Africa. 
Several  conferences  have  built  homes  for  children  and 
widows.  U.S.  children  have  written  letters  to  children  in 
Africa. 

Missouri  Area  Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer  will  chair  the 
Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  during  the 
2001-04  quadrennium  and,  when  he  retires  in  September, 
Michigan  Area  Bishop  Donald  A.  Ott  will  give  special 
episcopal  oversight  to  the  initiative. 

— William  K.  Quick 


Prayer  Concerns 

You  are  invited  to  bring  prayer  requests  to 
any  Cokesbury  checkout  counter  or  to  Brad 
Motta  in  the  DCA  office.  The  requests  will  be 
printed  in  the  DCA.  Please  pray  for  the  following: 

•  The  family  and  extended  church  family  of 
Philippines  Bishop  Nelinda  "Ellen" 
Prima vera-Briones,  who  died  May  10 

•  Charlotte  Fitzsimons,  whose  mother  died 

•  Mary  Ellen  Foley,  knee  surgery 

•  Rosa  Hodgson,  New  England  Confer- 
ence, executive  director  of  NITKA,  which 
serves  children  and  youth  in  Managua, 
Nicaragua.  She  had  surgery  in  Boston, 
May  9. 

•  Michael  Leach,  Wilmington,  Del. 

•  The  family  of  Jim  Pitka,  who  died  May  10. 
His  spouse  Marjdein  is  a  pastor  in  the 
Iowa  Conference 

•  Sherry  &  Jack's  upcoming  wedding 

•  Becky  Wood,  young  adult  member.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Upland,  Calif., 
who  is  en  route  to  Equador  with  14  other 
Azusa  Pacific  University  students.  They 
will  do  mission  work  for  three  weeks. 

•  That  the  Holy  Spirit  will  anoint  the  re- 
mainder of  this  conference. 

•  Marshals  Opal  and  Dennis  Gillis,  whose 
home  is  in  the  path  of  an  approaching 
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Four-time  Editor  to  Retire  from  DCA 
at  End  of  General  Conference 


n 


He  has  burned  the  midnight 
oil  in  St.  Louis  in  1988,  Louisville 
in  1992,  Denver  in  1996,  and  here 
in  Cleveland.  During  those  four 
quadrenniums,  he  has  scruti- 
nized 3,300  pages  of  copy  for  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  and  tl 
doesn't  include  the  advance  edi- 
tions (another  1,500  pages  just 
this  year).  He  has  done  it  all  in 
his  characteristic  style,  eye- 
glasses off,  leaning  over  the  proof 
pages.  He  is  J.  Richard  Peck,  edi- 
tor of  the  conference's  official 
news  organ,  the  DCA. 

Peck  oversees  a  staff  of  85 
writers,  transcribers,  copy  edi- 
tors, audio  technicians,  production  assistants,  floor  spotters, 
and  proofreaders,  and  a  budget  of  $600,000.  The  staff  is 
greeted  each  morning  with  a  poster-sized  "pep  talk,"  congrat- 
ulating and  encouraging  everyone.  Yesterday's  epistle  read, 
"Two  more  deadlines.  Three  more  issues.  HANG  ON!" 

Peck  has  also  been  the  editor  of  the  United  Methodist 
weekly  newsletter,  Newscope,  for  23  years.  The  next  edition, 
his  1 150'",  will  be  his  last.  He  has  two  tasks  prior  to  his  retire- 
ment from  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  He  will 
be  the  general  editor  of  the  Book  of  Resolutions,  and  a  consul- 
tant to  Victoria  Rebeck,  the  incoming  editor  of  Newscope.  He 
is  a  ministerial  member  of  the  New  York  Conference. 


Thanks,  Rich!  We  love  you! 


John  Thomburv  and  Staff 
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Reports  of  Legislative  Committees 

Faith  and  Order— (5/10/00  2:25  p.m.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Amending  65G  related  to  sex  education  materials 
that  are  "age  appropriate"  as  well  as  "full,  positive 
and  factual"  and  change  "youth"  to  "young  people"; 

•  Creating  a  new  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  to  foster  study 
and  dialogue  in  the  UMC  on  faith  and  doctrinal  stan- 
dards. The  commission  would  foster  doctrinal  reflec- 
tion and  theological  dialogue  at  all  levels  of  the 
UMC,  "helping  the  church  recover  and  update  our 
distinctive  doctrinal  reinvigoration  for  the  sake  of 
authentic  renewal,  fruitful  evangelism,  ecumenical 
dialogue  and  social  witness"; 

•  Amending  Para.  304,  asking  ordinands  to  accept  the 
UMC's  "doctrinal  standards"  and  Discipline,  empha- 
sizing commitment  to  doctrinal  standards; 

•  Calling  on  local  churches,  conferences  and  UMC 
general  agencies  to  support  public  education  in  such 
ways  as  partnering  with  public  schools  in  enrich- 
ment, monitoring  reform  efforts — including  creation 
of  charter  and  magnet  schools — and  opposing  drain- 
ing away  funds  for  public  education. 

The  committee  recommended  nonconcurrence: 

•  Amending  the  preface  to  the  Social  Principles  defin- 
ing them  as  "a  call  to  faithfulness  and  intended  to  be 
instructive  and  persuasive  in  the  best  of  the  pro- 
phetic spirit.  They  are  not  church  law."  The  vote  was 
53-42  for  nonconcurrence,  with  four  abstentions. 
There  will  be  a  minority  report. 

The  committee  recommended  referral: 

•  Stating  that  experience,  tradition  and  reason  are  sub- 
ordinate to  scripture  in  the  Wesleyan  Quadrilateral 
(suggested  referral  to  a  proposed  Commission  on 
Faith  and  Order  during  the  next  quadrennium); 

•  Examining  the  global  relevance  of  the  Social  Princi- 
ples, to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries; 

•  Amending  the  existing  resolution,  "Religious  Lib- 
erty," toGBGM. 

-Erik  Alsgaard  and  Ann  Whiting 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry— (5/9/00  11:30  p.m. 
All  business  is  completed.) 

The  committee  recommended  concurrence: 

•  Referring  to  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  (GBHEM)  the  policy  regarding  grant- 


ing of  sabbatical  leave  to  ordained  clergy  for  less 
than  full  time; 

•  Approving  qualifications  for  election  (not  consecra- 
tion as  previously  reported)  to  probationary  mem- 
bership and  commissioning; 

•  Replacing  term  "Conference  Council  Director"  with 
"Director  of  Connectional  Ministries." 

-Terri  Hiers  and  Duane  Ewers 


I 


Position  Opening: 
General  Secretary 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

The  General  Secretary  serves  as  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  board  whose  primary  responsibility  is  1o 
seek  the  implementation  of  the  Social  Principles  and  other 
policy  statements  of  the  General  Conference  on  Christian 
social  concerns"  (Par.  1004,  The  Book  of  Discipline). 

Candidates  must  be  highly  articulate  in  expressing 
the  mandates  of  the  church  and  justice  issues.  They 
must  be  willing  to  engage  in  effective  dialogue  with 
church  members  who  may  disagree  with  United  Meth- 
odist positions  and  the  board's  views.  Extensive  travel 
and  public  speaking  are  involved. 

The  search  committee  is  committed  to  a  racially  and 
gender-inclusive  process,  providing  equal  opportunity 
for  all  qualified  applicants. 

Send  inquiries,  nominations  and  letters  of  application  to: 
Bishop  Marshall  L.  MeadorsJr,  Chairperson 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  Search  Committee 
100  Maryland  Ave.  N.E. 
Washington,  DC  20002 

Application  deadline:  June  15,  2000. 

Visit  the  Web  site  at  www.umc-gbcs.org. 
for  more  information  about  the  ministries 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
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Bishops'  Assistants  Reflect  on  First  General 
Conference  Experiences 

Several  persons  who  work  in  episcopal  offices 
throughout  the  church  are  attending  General  Conference 
for  the  first  time.  It  has  been  a  positive  experience  for  three 
with  whom  I  spoke:  Joanna  Proferes,  Florida  Conference; 
Joy  Clark,  Western  North  Carolina  Conference;  and  Patri- 
cia 'Tat"  Breen,  Oregon-Idaho  and  Alaska  Missionary 
conferences. 

Their  titles  vary.  Though  they  share  some  work  in 
common,  their  jobs  are  as  unique  as  the  bishops  and  the 
episcopal  areas  with  whom  they  work.  During  General 
Conference,  their  responsibilities  vary,  too.  They  are  on 
call  as  needed.  Some  serve  as  recorders  for  legislative 
committees.  Usually  in  the  balcony  during  plenary  ses- 
sions, they  observe  and  learn. 

Joy  said  being  here  helps  her  to  understand  and  in- 
terpret the  relationship  between  annual,  general,  and  ju- 
risdictional conferences.  Pat  is  amazed  at  the  delegates' 
responsibilities  and  dedication.  Joy  noted  the  long  hours 
they  work,  and  how  much  work  they  do  after  the  sessions. 
Joanna  is  surprised  at  how  much  voice  delegates  have  and 
is  impressed  with  the  patience  of  bishops  and  other  dele- 
gates. Joy  said  being  here  has  made  her  appreciate  parlia- 
mentary procedure,  and  Pat  is  amazed  how  well 
delegates  know  it.  They  all  said  they  will  have  much  to  do 
!  when  they  return  to  their  offices.  Some  General  Confer- 
ence decisions  may  add  to  their  workloads. 

Donna  Madefer,  East  Ohio  Conference,  hosted  a  lun- 
I  cheon  for  them  Tuesday.  Liz  Okayama,  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  director  of  human  re- 
sources— who  works  with  them  on  episcopal  ser- 
vices— greeted  them.  Networking  is  an  important  aspect 
of  their  time  at  General  Conference.  These  new  colleagues 
1  voiced   appreciation   for   their   more  experienced   col- 

!  leagues. 
I 

I  Though  it  is  their  first  General  Conference,  all  three 
bring  a  wealth  of  work  experience  to  their  current  posi- 
tions.  Joanna  has  23  years  of  local  church  office  experi- 
ience.  Joy  worked  in  various  capacities  in  her  conference 
center  before  going  to  the  episcopal  office.  Patricia  was 
conference  director  at  the  University  of  Southern  Colo- 
Irado  before  she  moved  to  the  Portland  Area  episcopal  of- 
fice. 

— Patty  Meyers 


Anybody  Listenin'?... 
Committees  on  Tuesday  aft.  &  eve.: 

Commirtee  Female  %  Female  particip. 

Church  &  Society             40%  39% 

Faith  &  Order                  33%  44% 

Gen  &  Jud  Admin              42%  35% 

Global  Ministries               55%  35% 

Higher  Ed                         47%  46% 

Indep  Comm                      30%  6% 
(Bold  =  parity  or  greater) 

Plenary  Tuesday  Evening: 

A  variety  of  mikes  were  used,  but  females  (32%  of  the 
total  body)  were  recognized  2 1  %  of  the  time.  Observers 
noted  that  females  repeatedly  raised  their  cards  and  had 
difficulty  being  recognized.  When  several  females 
appeared  to  be  recognized  by  the  presiding  bishop,  male 
delegates  near  them  assumed  they  were  recognized 
instead  and  went  to  the  mike  to  speak.  (The  Bishop  did 
intervene  to  reacknowledge  one  female  to  come  to  the 
mike.)  Discussion  was  dominated  by  clergy  speakers 
(who  are  50%  of  the  floor  and  made  81%  of  the 
speeches). 

Plenary  Wednesday  Morning: 

Participation  in  business  session  was  in  gender  parity 
with  females  making  31%  of  the  speeches  (females  = 
32%  of  the  delegates).  Male  clergy  delegates  made 
70%  of  the  comments  in  the  debate  on  representation  to 
General  Conference.  Note:  the  Bishop's  presiding  style 
and  sense  of  humor  contributed  to  a  hospitality  that  can 
strengthen  participation,  especially  among  those  who 
may  be  reluctant  to  participate. 

Committees  on  Tuesday: 

In  a  committee,  a  male  delegate  helped  raise  the  group's 
awareness  of  increasing  challenges  to  the  female  chair's 
decisions  and  processes. 

Caution:  Anglo  male  clergy  has  been  dominating 
discussions  in  some  committees. 

Committee  Discussion  on  "Partial  Birth** 
Abortion": 

Females  were  33%  of  the  group,  yet  made  48%  of  the 
speeches.  Observers  noted  the  chair's  "naming"  of  a 
male  delegate  as  an  "expert"  in  the  discussion.  This 
informal  power  through  presumed  expertise  can 
diminish  the  value  of  the  participation  of  members 
whose  opinions  arc  as  valid  as  "experts"  in  the  kinds  of 
discussion  we  hold  in  the  church. 

Information  provided  by  the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  iVomen  's  Monitoring  Team 
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Where  in  the 

Convention  Center 

Is...BradMotta? 

This  photo  was  taken  dur- 
ing the  Wednesday  plenary  ses- 
sion. The  bishops  who  realized 
what  I  was  doing  smiled  and 
chuckled.  It  is  amazing  to  be  at 
General  Conference  and  experi- 
ence being  with  these  men  and 
women  who  lead  the  church  and 
represent  us  around  the  world. 
May  each  of  us  give  thanks  to 
God  for  their  ministries  and  pray 
that  God's  strength  and  wisdom 
may  be  upon  them. 


Pictured  with  me  (and  tryJ 
ing  to  figure  out  how  I  got  by  the " 
pages)     are:     Bishop     Leontine 
Kelly,  Bishop  Felton  May,  and 
Bishop  Alfred  Johnson. 

Photo  by  Ginnie  and  Dewayne  Lowther 


H 


Announcements 


The  Cokesbury  Bookstore  will  close  at  1:00  pm  on 
Friday,  May  12.  If  you  have  reserved  a 
commerative  chalice,  please  pick  it  up  at  the  cus- 
tomer service  desk  in  the  store  by  7:00  pm  Thurs- 
day, May  11. 

Dallas  Area  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  president  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  is  featured  in  an  interview 
discussing  the  future  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  interview  will  be  shown  on  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System  (PBS)  "Religion  and  Ethics 
Newsweekly"  program  May  13  and  14  on  more 
than  200  TV  stations  nationwide.  A  part  of  the 
overall  coverage  of  General  Conference  on  the 
award-winning  PBS  program  hosted  by  Bob  Aber- 
nathy,  the  show  is  expected  to  include  interviews 


with  delegates  and  church  leaders,  as  well  as  events 
of  the  two-week  assembly. 

Members  of  the  Native  American  International 
Caucus  and  the  National  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Center  will  join  other  protestors  outside 
Jacobs  Field  Thursday  at  5  p.m.  The  baseball  game 
begins  at  7:05  p.m.  The  General  Conference  passed 
a  resolution  May  9  denouncing  any  team  or  organi- 
zation using  "offensive  racist  logos"  and  calling  for 
dialogue  with  Native  Americans  in  the  Cleveland 
area  and  with  the  Cleveland  baseball  team  regard- 
ing its  "Chief  Wahoo"  mascot.  For  further  informa- 
tion, contact  Juan  Reyna,  (216)  631-4767  or  Alvin 
Deer,  (216)  696-9200. 
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Judicial  Council  Decision 


This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 


DECISION  NO.  886 

IN  RE:  Declaratory  Decision  Regarding  Authority 
of  an  Annual  Conference  to  Take  Actions  That  Are  Un- 
constitutional or  Violate  Provisions  of  the  Discipline. 

DIGEST 

The  Discipline  is  the  law  of  the  Church  which  regu- 
lates every  phase  of  the  life  and  work  of  the  Church.  As 
such,  annual  conferences  may  not  legally  negate,  ignore, 
or  violate  provisions  of  the  Discipline  with  which  they  dis- 
agree, even  when  the  disagreements  are  based  upon  con- 
scientious objections  to  those  provisions. 

STATEMENT  OF  FACTS 

On  motion  of  a  delegate  from  the  North  Georgia  An- 
nual Conference,  the  General  Conference  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  and  referred  the  same  to  the  Judicial 
Council  for  a  declaratory  decision. 

Be  it  Resolved,  as  provided  in  Paragraph 
2616.1  and  2616.2a  of  The  Book  of  Discipline,  that 
the  General  Conference  hereby  petitions  the  Ju- 
dicial Council  for  a  declaratory  decision  on  the 
effect  of  how  the  covenant  relationship  between 
the  Annual  Conference  and  its  Clergy  relates  to 
The  Book  of  Discipline,  and 

Further  petitions  for  a  declaratory  decision 
on  the  application  of  The  Book  of  Discipline  as  to 
whether  there  are  circumstances  where  the  An- 
nual Conference  has  the  right  to  negate  or  ig- 
nore The  Book  of  Discipline,  and 

Further  petitions  for  a  declaratory  decision 
as  to  the  constitutionality  of  actions  taken  which 
violate  The  Book  of  Discipline  based  upon  the  An- 
nual Conference  conscientiously  disagreeing 
with  a  particular  disciplinary  paragraph,  and 

Further  petitions  for  a  declaratory  decision 
on  the  application  of  The  Book  of  Discipline  as  to 
whether  there  are  more  basic  and  fundamental 
covenants  which  have  precedence  over  The  Book 
of  Discipline,  and,  if  so,  provide  clarification  as  to 
which  of  these  other  covenants  the  Annual  Con- 
ference may  rely  upon  to  supersede  or  disobey 
disciplinary  provisions. 

Sally  Curtis  AsKew  recused  herself  from  participa- 
tion in  this  decision. 


Jurisdiction 

The  Judicial  Council  has  jurisdiction  under  1  261 6  of 
the  2996  Discip/ine. 

Analysis  and  Rationale 

The  first  question  in  the  resolution  refers  to  how  the 
covenant  relationship  between  the  annual  conference  and 
its  clergy  relates  to  the  Discipline. 

Par.  15  states: 

The  General  Conference  shall  have  full  leg- 
islative power  over  all  matters  distinctively 
cormectional,  and  in  the  exercise  of  this  power 
shall  have  authority  as  follows: 

2.  To  define  and  fix  the  powers  and  duties 
of  elders,  deacons,  supply  preachers,  local 
preachers,  exhorters,  and  deaconesses. 

Pursuant  to  that  power  the  General  Coi\ference  has 
adopted  Par.  303.3: 

Ordained  persons  exercise  their  ministry 
in  covenant  with  all  Christians,  especially  with 
those  whom  they  lead  and  serve  in  ministry. 
They  also  live  in  covenant  of  mutual  care  and 
accountability  with  all  those  who  share  their  or- 
dination, especially  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  with  the  ordained  who  are  members  of 
the  same  annual  conference  and  part  of  the 
same  Order.  The  covenant  of  ordained  ministry 
is  a  lifetime  commitment,  and  those  who  enter 
into  it  dedicate  their  whole  lives  to  the  personal 
and  spiritual  disciplines  it  requires. 

In  addition,  the  General  Conference  adopted  Par. 
304.1  (i)  which  states,  "Be  accountable  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  accept  its  discipline  and  authority,  ac- 
cept the  supervision  of  those  appointed  to  this  ministry, 
and  be  prepared  to  live  in  the  covenant  of  its  ordained 
miiusters." 

When  a  clergy  person  engages  in  mission  and  minis- 
try in  The  United  Methodist  Church,  that  clergy  person 
covenants  to  perform  his/her  duties  in  accord  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Discipline.  The  Discipline,  in  describing 
the  administrative  responsibilities  of  the  clergy  states: 

To  administer  the  provisions  of  the  Disci- 
pline and  supervise  the  working  program  of  the 
local  church.  [1331. 3(c)l 

This  paragraph  is  specific  in  stating  that  a  clergy  per- 
son has  the  responsibility  of  adhering  to  the  provisions  of 
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the  Discipline  and  to  assure  that  those  for  whom  he/she 
has  administrative  responsibihty  do  the  same. 

Question  two  of  the  resolution  asks  whether  there 
are  circumstances  when  the  annual  conference  has  the 
right  to  negate  or  ignore  the  Discipline. 

In  Decision  96  the  Judicial  Covmcil  declared: 

The  Discipline  of  The  Methodist  Church 
(United  Methodist  Church)  is  a  Book  of  Law, 
and  the  only  official  and  authoritative  Book  of 
Law  of  The  Methodist  Church  (United  Method- 
ist Church) — "a  body  of  laws  pertaining  to 
Church  government,"  regulating  every  phase  of 
the  life  and  work  of  The  Methodist  Church 
(United  Methodist  Church),  including  regula- 
tions relating  to  its  temporal  economy  and  to 
the  ownership,  use  and  disposition  of  church 
property. 

f» 
This  decision  makes  it  clear  that  all  entities  of  the 
Church  are  bound  by  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline,  and 
that  no  entity  or  individual  member  of  the  Church  has  the 
right  to  negate  or  ignore  the  Discipline. 

Question  three  of  the  resolution  asks  whether  actions 
of  the  annual  conference,  which  violate  provisions  of  the 
Discipline  but  are  based  on  conscientious  disagreements 
with  a  particular  paragraph  of  the  Discipline,  are  constitu- 
tional. 

As  indicated  above,  the  Discipline  is  the  book  of  law 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  the  provisions  of  which 
are  binding  on  an  annual  conference  and  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Church.  If  annual  conferences  were  free  to  vio- 
late provisions  of  the  Discipline  because  they  disagree 
with  them,  this  would  have  the  effect  of  negating  or  ignor- 
ing the  Discipline.  Such  acts  would  leave  the  Church  with- 
out any  enforceable  law,  which  would  lead  to  chaos  in  the 
Church. 

Question  four  raises  the  question  as  to  whether  there 
are  more  basic  and  fundamental  covenants  which  have 
precedence  over  the  Discipline  upon  which  an  annual  con- 
ference may  rely  to  supersede  or  disobey  disciplinary  pro- 
visions. 

Since  the  Discipline  regulates  "every  phase  of  the  life 
and  work  of  the  Church,"  there  are  no  covenants  which 
supersede  the  authority  of  the  Discipline. 

Decision 

The  Discipline  is  the  law  of  the  Church  which  regu- 
lates every  phase  of  the  life  and  work  of  the  Church.  As 
such,  annual  conferences  may  not  legally  negate,  ignore, 
or  violate  provisions  of  the  Discipline  with  which  they  dis- 
agree, even  when  the  disagreements  are  based  upon  con- 
scientious objections  to  those  provisions. 

May  10,  2000 


Concurring  Opinion 

I  completely  and  fully  agree  with  my  colleagues'  rul- 
ings in  response  to  the  specific  wording  of  the  questions 
asked.  However,  I  believe  that  there  is  a  need  to  also  di- 
rectly respond  to  the  very  evident  underlying  question  in- 
volving the  tension  between  following  one's  conscience 
when  doing  so  may  ultimately  be  found  to  be  in  violation 
of  the  Discipline. 

While  the  Discipline  itself  gives  no  right  to  anyone  to 
violate  its  provisions,  our  Christian  heritage  beginning 
with  our  Lord,  and  our  Methodist  heritage  beginning 
with  John  Wesley  both  resound  with  people  following 
their  conscience  and  their  God  with  challenges  to  the  reli- 
gious and  secular  status  quo.  Throughout  time,  Methodist 
(United  Methodist)  lay  and  clergy  church  leaders,  while 
proclaiming  dedication  to  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 
doctrine  and  polity,  have  taken  totally  opposite  views  on 
such  issues  as  the  American  Revolution,  slavery,  women 
delegates  to  General  Conference,  ordination  of  women, 
homosexuality.  (See  the  Historical  Statement,  2996  Disci- 
pline, pp.  9-20.)  Some  of  these  stands  have  arguably  been 
in  direct  violation  of  the  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 
doctrine  or  Discipline  existing  at  the  time. 

John  Wesley  has  been  quoted  as  saying,  "As  to  all 
opinions  which  do  not  strike  at  the  root  of  Christianity,  we 
think  and  let  think."  (1996  Discipline,  p.  48)  Wesley  also 
said,  "To  be  ignorant  of  many  things  and  to  be  mistaken  in 
some,  is  the  necessary  condition  of  humanity."  (1996  Dis- 
cipline, p.  49)  Interpreted  together,  these  two  comments 
readily  leads  to  the  question  as  to  what  things  do  indeed 
"strike  at  the  root  of  Christianity",  and  then  the  fact  that 
humanity  may  well  be  mistaken  from  time  to  time  as  to 
what  these  things  are. 

In  another  example,  tension  also  arises  out  of  Par.  62, 
Section  3  -  OUR  DOCTRINAL  STANDARDS  AND 
GENERAL  RULES,  THE  ARTICLES  OF  RELIGION  OF 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCH,  the  3rd  subsection  of  Arti- 
cle XXV  entitled  "Of  the  Duty  of  Christians  to  the  Civil 
Authority"  which  reads  "It  is  the  duty  of  all  Christians, 
and  especially  of  all  Christian  ministers,  to  observe  and 
obey  the  laws  and  commands  of  the  governing  or  su- 
preme authority  of  the  country  of  which  they  are  citizens 
or  subjects  or  in  which  they  reside,  and  to  use  all  laudable 
means  to  encourage  and  enjoin  obedience  to  the  powers 
that  be."  (1996  Discipline,  p.  64.)  In  point  of  fact,  the  Meth- 
odist (United  Methodist)  Church  has  regularly  affirmed 
both  laity  and  clergy  who  have,  by  conscience  and  with 
obedience  to  a  "higher  law,"  done  exactly  the  opposite  of 
this  exhortation. 

Therefore,  a  more  comprehensive  response  to  the 
question  of  the  "right"  to  violate  the  Discipline  is  that  laity 
and  clergy  do  have  the  personal  "right"  to  violate  the  Dis- 
cipline, albeit  not  "legally",  nor  without  subjecting  them- 
selves to  the  Disciplinary  processes. 
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This  concept  then  leads  to  the  second  part  of  the  ten- 
sion which  resolves  around  being  "subject"  to  the  Disci- 
pline. To  be  clear,  those  who  are  alleged  to  have  violated 
secular  or  disciplinary  law  come  under  the  punitive  laws 
which  govern  the  specific  violation.  However,  being 
"subject  to"  the  punitive  provision  of  the  law  does  not 
mean  tha  t  one  must  be  charged  nor,  if  so  charged,  must  be 
found  guilty. 

Specifically,  as  to  disciplinary  law,  if  someone,  or 
some  entity  of  the  church,  is  alleged  to  have  violated  the 
Discipline — and  the  disciplinary  process  has  led  to  no 
charge,  or  an  acquittal  of  the  charge  after  full  process  has 
been  followed — then  the  matter  has  been  fully  resolved  in 
accordance  with  the  existing  law  and  is  closed.  Clearly, 
the  sufficiency  of  the  relevant  punitive  disciplinary  pro- 
cess can  be  reviewed  and  modified  legislatively  if  deemed 
necessary.  However,  in  my  opinion,  there  should  never  be 
questioning  of  the  sufficiency  and /or  modifying  of  the 
punitive  disciplinary  process,  which  is  in  any  way  based 
on  disagreement  with  the  view  or  position  which  is  al- 
leged to  be  in  violation  of  the  Discipline. 

Evelyrm  S.  Caterson 

Concurring  Opinion 

The  questioi\s  asked  and  the  Judicial  Council  re- 
sponse center  on  possible  actions  taken  by  annual  confer- 
ences. Although  these  questions  border  on  being  moot 
and  hypothetical,  we  have  responded.  The  Discipline  is 
clear  that  annual  conference  actions  must  be  faithful  to 
and  consistent  with  the  Discipline.  Annual  conferences 
may  not  violate  the  provisions  set  forth  therein. 

Additionally,  the  covenantal  relationship  between 
clergy  and  the  armual  conference  include  the  provisions 
set  forth  in  the  Discipline  against  the  backdrop  of  Pars. 
301-303  which  include  following  in  "the  way  of  love  and 
service."  In  ordination,  "the  early  church  through  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands,  set  apart  persons  with  responsibilities  to 
preach,  to  teach,  to  administer  the  sacraments,  to  nurture, 
to  heal,  to  gather  the  community  in  worship,  and  to  send 
them  forth  in  witness."  (Par.  302)  This  covenantal  rela- 
tionship is  both  grace  filled  and  binding.  It  is  marked  by 
love  and  respect  for  all  those  in  the  covenantal  relation- 
ship. As  in  any  covenantal  relationship,  there  will  be  hon- 
est differences  of  opinion  and  commitments.  Expressions 
of  differences  of  opinion  with  the  Discipline  by  a  member 
of  the  annual  conference  are  always  an  option.  When  ac- 
tions taken  by  a  clergy  person  are  determined  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  Discipline,  he  or  she  is  responsible  for  the 
consequences  of  such  actioi\s. 

Susan  T.  Henry-Crowe 

This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 


This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 

MEMORANDUM  NO.  887 

IN  RE:  Request  From  the  General  and  Judicial  Ad- 
ministration Legislative  Committee  of  the  2000  General 
Conference  for  a  Declaratory  Decision  on  Whether  Lay 
Persons  on  the  Committee  on  Investigation  Have 
Voting  Rights  and  Parity  With  Clergy  Members  Under 
Pars.  31, 18,  and  56  or  Any  Other  Provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Petition  #30464  proposes  to  change  the  wording  re- 
garding the  comf)osition  of  the  Committee  on  Investiga- 
tion to  read,  "consisting  of  seven  (7)  elders  in  full 
connection,  two  lay  observers  laypersons..."  has  raised 
the  question  of  whether  the  two  lay  persons  would  have 
voting  rights  and  parity  with  the  clergy  members  under 
Pars.  31, 18,  and  56  or  any  other  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Par.  31  of  the  Constitution  reads  as  follows  vdth  the 
1996  amendment  italicized: 

1  31.  Article  11. — The  annual  conference  is 
the  basic  body  in  the  Church  and  as  such  shall 
have  reserved  to  it  the  right  to  vote  on  all  cor\sti- 
tutional  amendments,  on  the  election  of  clergy 
and  lay  delegates  to  the  General  and  the  juris- 
dictional or  central  conferences,  on  all  matters 
relating  to  the  character  and  conference  rela- 
tions of  its  clergy  members,  and  on  the  ordina- 
tion of  clergy  and  such  other  rights  as  have  not 
been  delegated  to  the  General  Conference  un- 
der the  Constitution,  with  the  exception  that  the 
lay  members  may  not  vote  on  matters  of  ordina- 
tion, character,  and  conference  relations  of 
clergy,  except  that  the  lay  members  of  the  conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  may  wte  on  matters  of 
ordination,  character,  and  conference  relations  of 
clergy,  with  the  further  exception  that  lay  members 
of  the  District  Committee  on  Ordained  Ministry  be 
full  participating  members  of  the  District  Committee 
on  the  Ordained  Ministry  with  vote.  It  shall  dis- 
charge such  duties  and  exercise  such  powers  as 
the  General  Conference  under  the  Corwtitution 
may  determine. 

Amended  Par.  31  does  not  mention  the  Committee 
on  Investigation  and,  therefore,  does  not  give  vote  to  lay 
observers  or  lay  persons  on  the  Committee  on  Investiga- 
tion. 

The  second  question  raised  in  this  request  for  a  de- 
claratory decision  is  whether  Petition  #30464  is  constitu- 
tional. It  is  the  council's  decision  that  it  is  not 
constitutional. 
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DIGEST 

Lay  persons  serving  on  an  Annual  Conference  Com- 
mittee on  Investigation  of  a  clergy  member  of  an  Annual 
Conference  do  not  have  voting  rights  and  parity  with 
clergy  members  and  any  petition  seeking  to  give  them 
voting  rights  and  parity  with  clergy  members  of  the  com- 
mittee is  unconstitutional. 

May  10,  2000 

This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 

MEMORANDUM  NO.  888 

IN  RE:  Request  From  General  Conference  for  a  De- 
claratory Decision  on  the  Meaning,  Application  and  Ef- 
fect of  the  Adoption  of  Petition  #31789  as  It  Relates  to 
the  Election  of  a  Person  to  the  Judicial  Council  to  Fill  the 
Remaining  Four  Years  of  an  Existing  Eight  Year  Term. 

In  1996,  a  person  was  duly  elected  to  an  eight-year 
term  on  the  Judicial  Council.  This  person  would  have 
been  required  to  step  down  at  the  close  of  the  2000  Gen- 
eral Conference  pursuant  to  Par.  2602  of  the  1996  Disci- 
pline which  states  in  pertinent  part: 

"...  a  member  of  the  council  whose  seven- 
tieth (70)  birthday  precedes  the  first  day  of  the 
regular  session  of  a  General  Conference  shall  be 
released  at  the  close  of  that  General  Conference 
from  membership  or  responsibility  in  the  coun- 
cil, regardless  of  the  date  of  expiration  of  office." 

On  May  5,  2000,  the  General  and  Judicial  Adminis- 
tration Legislative  Committee  adopted  Petition 
#31789-GJ-2602-D  without  amendment.  On  Tuesday, 
May  9,  2000,  the  General  Conference  adopted  Petition 
#31789-GJ-2602-D  without  amendment.  The  petition 
reads  in  full: 


The  General  Conference  referred  this  matter  to  the 
Judicial  Council  for  a  declaratory  decision  on  the  mean- 
ing, application  and  effect  of  the  adoption  of  Petition 
#31789  as  it  relates  to  the  election  of  a  person  to  the  Judi- 
cial Council  to  fill  the  remaining  four  years  of  an  existing 
eight  year  term.  The  Judicial  Council  has  jurisdiction  un- 
der Par.  2616. 

Since  the  term  of  the  newly  elected  Judicial  Council 
member  does  not  begin  until  the  close  of  the  2000  General 
Conference;  and  since  the  impediment  of  the  Judicial 
Council  member  in  office  was  removed  by  the  legislative 
action  of  the  General  Conference,  there  is  now  no  vacancy 
for  the  newly  elected  Judicial  Council  member  to  fill. 

Therefore,  the  General  Conference,  by  its  own  action, 
has  negated  the  election  of  the  person  to  fill  the  remaining 
four  years  of  the  eight  year  term. 

John  G.  Cony  recused  himself  and  did  not  partici- 
pate in  any  of  the  proceedings  related  to  this  decision. 

DIGEST 

The  General  Conference,  by  its  own  action  in  the 
adoption  of  Petition  #  31789-GJ-2602-D,  has  negated  the 
election  of  the  person  to  fill  the  remaining  four  years  of  the 
eight-year  term. 

This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 


"Amend  Paragraph  2602  by  deleting  the 
phrase  in  the  first  paragraph  of  this  Paragraph 
with  (sic)  reads:  'provided,  however,  that  a  member 
of  the  council  whose  seventieth  (70)  birthday  pre- 
cedes the  first  day  of  the  regular  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  shall  be  released  at  the  close  of  that 
General  Conference  from  membership  or  responsibil- 
ity in  the  council,  regardless  of  the  date  of  expiration 
of  office.' 

This  legislation  becomes  effective  upon 
adoption." 

On  Monday,  May  8,  2000,  General  Conference  held 
an  election  for  a  person  to  fill  the  remaining  four  years  of 
this  eight  year  term.  That  person's  term  was  to  begin  at  the 
close  of  the  2000  General  Conference.  (See  Par.  2605.) 


Petition  Corrections 

Petition  numbers  31828  and  31046  were  voided  by 
the  Committee  on  Reference: 

Petition  number  30260  was  voided  by  the  Petitions 
Secretary  because  it  was  not  submitted  by  a  United 
Methodist  and  it  referred  to  the  African  Central  Confer- 
ence's Book  of  Discipline. 
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MOTIONS  FROM  THE  PLENARY  SESSION 
UBLISHED  IN  THE  DCA  AS  REQUESTED  IN  THE 
LENARY  SESSION 

:ONCERNE:  SITUATION  DE  GUERRE  EN 

REPUBLIQUE  DEMOCRATIQUE 

DU  CONGO. 

lous  members  de  la  delegation  de  I'Eglise  Methodiste 
'nie  de  la  Republique  Democratique  du  Congo  depiiis 
ixans; 

•  Considerant  les  espoirs  nes  avec  I'avenement  d'un 
autre  reggime  en;  1997 

•  Considerant  que  les  motifs  de  securite  aux  frontieres 
evoques  par  les  pays  voisins  agresseirs,  ne  sont  plus 
soutenables  car  ils  sont  a  plus  de  1 .500  km  a  I'intereur 
du  Congo  (Exemple  Kitona  a  I'Ouest); 

•  Considerant  qu'il  s'agit  d'une  guerre  d'agression  et 
non  pas  une  rebellion; 

•  Attendu  que  Ugandais,  Rwandais  et  Bumdais  sont 
soutenus  et  pousses  dans  cette  aggression  par 
cetaines  puissances  occidentales; 

•  Attendu  que  la  Communaute  Chretienne  et 
Islamique  a  travers  leurs  Eveques,  Pasteurs,  Pretres, 
hommes,  femmes  et  enfants  deportes  et/ou 
assasines  si  pas  violees,  contaminees  du  sida  pour  les 
femmes  et  filles,  les  femmes  enceintes  evantrees  et  ou 
enterrees  vivantes,  en  souffre  enormement; 

•  Attendu  que  cette  guerre  lourde  de  consequences 
dans  le  Pays  et  dans  I'Eglise  ne  prenda  pas  fin  avec 
les  declarations  de  son  artisan  principal  le  President 
Paul  Kagame  du  Rwanda  sans  I'intervention  reelle 
des  Nations  Unies,  bien  que  celui-ci  ait  promis  a 
maintes  reprises  de  retirer 

•  ses  troupes  mais  sans  le  reealiser; 

Devant  le  risque  d'un  nouveau  genocide  en  cours  en 
6publique  Democratique  du  Congo  et  I'urgence, 
emandons: 


Que  nos  fres  et  soeurs  Chretiens  Method  istes  des 
Etats-Unis  d'Amerique  demandent  au  President  Bill 
Clinton  et  au  Conges  Americain  de: 

•  peser  de  tout  leur  poids  au  Conseil  de  Securite  pour 
obliger  les  armees  Ugandaises,  Rwandaises  et 
Burundaises  de  se  retirer  du  sol  Congolais; 

•  de  decreter  un  embargo  sur  la  venta  d'armes  aux 
Pays  agresseurs  et  sur  I'achat  de  diamants,  or  et 
d'autres  matieres  precieuses  pilles  de  la  Reepublique 
Deemocratique  du  Congo. 

Que  la  Conference  Generale  2000" 

•  adopte  la  resolution  de  soutenir  spirituellement, 
financierement  et  politiquement  les  pourparlers  de 
paix  inities  par  la  Conference  des  Eglises  Pour  Toute 
I'Afrique  (CETA)  sous  la  direction  de  Monseigneur 
ONEMA  FAMA  et  acceptes  par  le  President  et  le 
Gouvemement  de  la  Republique  Democratique  du 
Congo; 

•  continue  a  soutenir  fianancierment  le  budget  de 
rUMCOR  qui  fait  beaucoup  d'efforts  d'assistance 
aux  deplaces  de  cette  guerre. 

•  Demande  aux  Chretiens  des  Pays  agressurs  de  faire 
tout  aupes  de  leurs  gouvemements  pour  que  cette 
guerre  cesse. 

Fait  a  Cleveland,  le  10  mai  2000. 

Les  delegues: 

Rev.  Mbukula-Koy — Central  Congo 

Rde  Akenda  Okenge  Ake — West  Congo 

Rev  Okoko  R.  Luboto — East  Congo 

Rev.  Mutale  Ntambo — Tanganyika-Tanzania 

Rev.  Ngoy  Kahunda  Veakazasi — Nord  Katanga 

Prof.  Dr.  Wenbodinga  Ushudicnicar — Equator 
of  Oriental  Congo 
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MOTIONS  FROM  THE  PLENARY  SESSION 
PUBLISHED  IN  THE  DCA  AS  REQUESTED  IN  THE 
PLENARY  SESSION 

RESOLUTION  FROM  THE  DELEGATES 
OF  THE  SIERRA  LEONE 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Whereas,  the  frequent  outbreaks  of  violence  in  Sierra 
Leone  in  violation  of  the  Lome'  Peace  Agreement  signed 
on  the  7*  of  July  1999  between  the  government  of  Sierra 
Leone  represented  by  President  Ahmah  Tejan  Kabba,  and 
the  Revolutionary  United  Front  (The  Rebels),  represented 
by  the  leader,  Foday  Sabana  Sankoh,  continues  to  inflict 
wanton  sufferings,  mutilations  of  arms  and  limbs,  loss  of 
innocent  Uves  and  destruction  of  properties;  and 

Whereas,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Peace 
Agreement,  the  West  African  Peace  Keeping  Force 
(ECOMOG),  which  was  responsible  to  keep  and  enforce 
the  peace  and  to  further  provide  security  for  the  people  of 
Sierra  Leone,  was  replaced  by  the  United  Nations  Mission 
in  Sierra  Leone  (UNAMSIL)  with  the  mandate  to  maintain 
the  peace  and  if  need  be,  to  enforce  the  peace  and. 

Whereas,  recent  events  in  Sierra  Leone  have  demon- 
strated that  the  peace  process  is  fragile  and  in  jeopardy  by 
the  several  violations  of  the  provisions  of  the  Peace  Agree- 
ment by  the  RUF  rebels  in  the  indiscriminate  shooting  and 
inflicting  all  forms  of  injury  substantially  on  the  innocent 
inhabitants  of  Sierra  Leone, 

Therefore: 

1.  We  call  on  the  General  Conference  2000  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  convening  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  to  offer  special  prayers  for  the  victims  of  these  acts 
of  violence  on  the  people  of  Sierra  Leone. 

2.  We  further  call  on  this  General  Conference  to 
use  its  best  endeavors  to  appeal  to  the  President  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  British  Prime 
Minister  and  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  other  world 
leaders  and  governments  to  ensure  that  hostilities  in  Sierra 
Leone  and  particularly  in  the  capital,  Freetown,  be  halted. 

3.  We  also  call  on  this  General  Conference  to 
do  all  in  its  power  to  urge  the  bodies  aforesaid  and  the 
United  Nations,  particularly  the  Security  Council,  for 
both  financial  and  logistic  support  to  keep,  maintain,  and 
enforce  the  peace  in  Sierra  Leone. 

4.  And  further,  call  for  the  return  of  the  West 
African  Peace  Keeping  Force  (ECOMOG)  to  be  deployed 
immediately  in  Sierra  Leone  to  work  alongside  the  United 
Nations  Mission  in  Sierra  Leone  (UNAMSIL),  with  the  ex- 
clusive mandate  to  keep,  maintain  and  enforce  the  peace 
in  Sierra  Leone. 

EKE  A.  HALLOW  AY 

For  and  on  behalf  of  the  Sierra  Leone  delegation 

Submitted  10"  May,  2000 


MOTION  FROM  CONGOLESE  DELEGATES 

TO  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  2000 

We,  the  Congolese  United  Methodist  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference, 

Whereas  the  given  situation  in  the  Democratic  Re- 
public of  Congo  has  been  grave  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Whereas  the  hopes  of  the  Congolese  people  were  re- 
juvenated with  the  new  regime  in  1997, 

Whereas  the  reason  for  the  invasion  was  originally 
given  as  related  to  security  at  the  borders.  It  is  now  evi- 
dent that  this  is  not  true  because  the  forces  from  the  invad- 
ing countries  are  1,500  kms  deep  inside  Congolese 
territory. 

Whereas  the  war  in  Congo  is  a  war  of  aggression  and 
not  a  rebellion. 

Whereas  Rwanda,  Uganda  and  Burundi's  aggres- 
sion is  funded  by  some  western  powers. 

Whereas  the  Rwandan,  Ugandan  and  Burundian 
troops  have  been  assassinating  innocent  civilians,  deport- 
ing Christian  and  Muslim  leaders,  raping  and  deliberately 
contaminating  women  with  HIV/AIDS,  cutting  pregnant 
women's  wombs  open  and  burying  people  alive. 

Whereas  despite  statements  from  the  presidents  of 
Rwanda  and  Uganda  to  end  the  war,  hostilities  from  both 
countries  against  our  people  have  not  ceased.  Instead, 
they  are  perpetrating  a  genocide  in  our  country. 

Be  it  hereby  resolved  that  our  Methodist  brothers 
and  sisters  in  the  United  States  plead  with  President : 
Clinton  and  the  United  States  Congress  to  work  with  the 
Security  Council  of  the  United  Nations  and  demand  the 
withdrawal  of  Rwandan,  Burundian  and  Ugandan  troops 
from  Congolese  territory.  If  these  countries  refuse  to  heed 
the  call  to  withdraw,  both  the  U.S.  and  the  U.N.  should 
impose  an  arms  embargo  on  those  countries.  The  em- 
bargo should  also  cover  the  purchase  of  diamonds  and 
natural  resources  looted  from  the  Congo. 

Be  it  hereby  resolved  that  the  General  Conference 
will  adopt  a  resolution  to  support  financially,  politically 
and  spiritually  the  peace  initiatives  by  the  All  Africa  Con- 
ference of  Churches  and  Bishop  Onema  Fama.  The  Gen- 
eral Conference  needs  to  provide  continuing  financial  i 
support  to  UMCOR,  which  has  been  instrumental  in  as-  ■ 
sisting  people  displaced  from  the  war.  In  addition,  the 
General  Conference  should  ask  Christians  from  Rwanda, 
Uganda  and  Burundi  to  pressure  their  governments  to 
withdraw  their  troops  to  their  respective  countries. 
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Seven  Fast  for  Truth 

While  many  verbally  protest  inside  and  outside  the 
convention  center,  seven  silently  protest  by  fasting.  Two 
Oregon-Idaho  clergywomen  are  on  the  fourth  day  of  their 
fast,  three  are  on  the  second  day,  and  two  persons  started 
Wednesday.  Those  fasting  include  a  young  adult  from  a 
Central  Conference,  a  man  who  completed  chemotherapy 
three  months  ago,  and  a  diabetic. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Knepper  reports  her  legs  are  weak, 

but  her  spirit  is  strong.  The  Rev.  Marcia  Hauer  says  she  is 

tired    physically,    but    energized,    saying,    "The   Spirit 

speaks."  The  two  attended  their  annual  conference  dinner 

;  Monday  night  and  got  past  temptation  to  eat. 

!  They  report  their  fasting  is  changing  some  people's 

I  hearts.  They  stand  in  the  foyer  of  the  conference  center 
each  day  so  people  can  see  them.  They  have  experienced 
"lots  of  shunning  or  wincing."  One  person  spoke  not  to 
them,  but  so  they  could  hear,  "They  should  have  arrested 
more  of  them."  Others  have  said,  "Thank  you,"  or  silently 
handed  them  juice.  In  casual  conversation  on  an  elevator, 
one  Central  Conference  delegate  said,  "You'll  never 
I  change  them;  they're  too  intolerant." 

Discussing  the  impact  of  the  fast,  they  said,  "It's  the 

most  profound  way  we  know  of  to  use  the  whole  body  in 

■  prayer.  And  we  are  praying  that  General  Conference  will 

I  realize  the  painful  impact  of  its  language  and  make  a 

1  change.  It  is  so  thoroughly  within  the  Wesleyan  tradition 


to  fast."  The  gnal  ot  ttu  !  1 

make  one  positive  lan^ii. I , 

phrase  in  Discipline  paragraph  65G 


—Palty  Meyers 


Neither  Sleet  Nor  Hail  ... 

.  ..  nor  demonstrators,  nor  police  stop  the  DC^ 
from  getting  to  delegates,  but  it  \' 
cording  to  Pat  Wmtucky  of  PS       ■   ^  .-r 

Margie  Paige  circled  the  convention  center  six  tim«s 
and  had  to  park  in  three  differeni  'h- 

could     deliver    the     DCA      M.  :j 

Freudenthal    couldn't    distribute    DCAs    because 

Margie  couldn't  get  them  to  her.  F-.  "     '  ^n 

Clark,  circulation  manager,  helped  M  r 

delivery. 

— Patty  Mrvrre 


Faith  &  Values  Media  Brin^sjou 
the  Best  in  IV  ProgramffliJii 
for  the  Spirit  onJylMllwork 


f  flirt  &  Vilues  Mtdu.  I  fema  of  rtr 
Nttwml  InltrfiiA  Obit  Cotlitton.  !• 
.o  loli  ofgmt  p)gnmsffr  Unitti  MeMnH 

Hav(  m  seen  this  onel... 


Lawson  Live 

Reverend  James  Lawson,  pastor  and  civil  rights  activist,  hosts  this  weekly  call-in  program  with  dtsawwm  about 

social  and  human  rights  issues.  Sundays  at  Midnight  ET/PT 


mtch  this  and  olher  programs  for  you  and  mrfamu]!  on  Ud\i>>q  Scrd-ork,  liu^imjor  lauif  i  r awujf. 

1^  Fmth&  Values 


ODYSSEY^ 

TELEVISION  'OR  TODAY'S  FAMILY" 

www.odysscychanncl.com 


>.  1    I     I  :>  I    /v 
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Sermon  by 

The  Most  Reverend  and  Right  Honorable  George  Carey, 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

Towards  An  Ecology  of  Unity:  a  Truly  Colorful  Church 
Mission  and  Unity  in  the  Twenty-First  Century 

May  10,  2000 


Lord,  give  me  your  grace,  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
the  Father  and  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  Amen. 

Well,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  it  is  such  a  joy  to  be 
here  with  you  this  morning.  And  before  I  go  any  fur- 
ther, I  think  the  standing  ovation  we  gave  to  Cynthia 
and  Eli  Wilson  indicates  how  profoundly  we  were 
moved,  we  all  were,  by  that  stunning  and  so  beauti- 
fully sung  prayer.  And  my  prayer  as  I  come  to  you  this 
morning  to  share  in  this  colorful  act  of  worship,  is  that 
God's  church  may  be  one  in  the  Spirit  and  serving  Him 
in  effective  mission. 

Bishop  Bill,  thank  you  for  inviting  me  to  join 
you — and  my  wife  Eileen — at  this  convention  of  yours. 
It's  a  delight  for  us  to  be  here  with  you  and  to  join  other 
representatives  of  God's  church  here  on  earth.  While  I 
presided,  and  Bill  has  mentioned  this,  over  the 
Lambeth  Conference  of  1998,  which  brought  together 
nearly  800  bishops  of  the  worldwide  Anglican  Com- 
munion, it  was  such  a  privilege  to  have  Bishop  Bill 
Oden  and  Marilyn,  his  wife,  with  us.  And  Bill  made  a 
very  important  contribution  to  our  deliberations.  And 
at  the  Anglican  Consultative  Council  in  Dundee  last 
September,  we  were  delighted  to  have  Bishop  Bill 
Grove  and  Mary  Lou  with  us  as  well.  And  all  four  have 
become  very  good  and  firm  friends.  Now,  my  title  says 
everything  1  want  to  put  before  you  this  morning:  "To- 
wards An  Ecology  of  Unity:  a  Truly  Colorful 
Church — Mission  and  Unity  in  the  21  st  Century."  It's  a 
title  which,  I  trust,  like  the  person  speaking  to  you  this 
morning,  is  forward  looking,  hopeful  and  thankful  to 
God  for  the  way  he  has  blessed  us  as  churches. 

But  the  title  calls  us  to  ask  as  we  enter  the  21st  cen- 
tury, "What  sort  of  church  is  God  calling  us  to  be  in  or- 
der to  be  faithful  to  him  in  our  world  today?" 

In  1780,  Charles  Wesley  published  his  Collection  of 
Hymns  for  the  Use  of  the  People  Called  Methodists.  And  the 
opening  hymn  of  section  5  is  still  used  in  England  at  the 
beginning  of  the  annual  Methodist  Conference.  And 
here  are  some  of  the  words: 

And  are  we  yet  alive. 

And  see  each  other's  face? 


What  troubles  have  we  seen. 

What  conflicts  have  we  passed! 

Fighting  within  and  fears  without. 

Since  we  assembled  last. 

Well  those  were  troubled  days  for  my  church,  the 
Church  of  England,  as  well  as  for  the  fledgling  body 
which  in  time  became  known  as  the  Methodist  Church. 
You  know,  the  Methodists  were  determined  to  bring 
joy  and  life  to  the  church;  the  institutional  church 
seemed  determined  to  keep  them  out.  Yet  there's  a 
church  near  Cambridge  in  England  which  has  a  very 
extraordinary  plaque  inside  the  church.  It  commemo- 
rates an  incumbent  at  the  time  of  the  Wesley  brothers, 
and  the  plaque  reads  like  this:  "Erected  to  the  memory 
of  the  Rev.  Blankety-blank  who  served  as  vicar  among 
us  for  30  years,  without  the  slightest  trace  of  enthusi- 
asm." 

Now  that's  not  the  kind  of  memorial  I'd  like  to 
leave  behind  me.  So  you  ask  the  question:  what  does  it 
mean,  he  worked  for  30  years  without  the  slightest 
trace  of  enthusiasm?  Well,  you  see,  the  "enthusiasts" 
were  the  Methodists.  And  he  kept  them  out  of  his  par- 
ish. Alas!  Religion  has  that  effect  on  some  people.  In- 
stead of  liberating,  it  imprisons.  Instead  of  bringing 
joy,  it  desiccates.  But  Wesley's  hymn  resonates  with  us, 
too,  doesn't  it? 

What  conflicts  have  we  passed! 

Fightings  without  and  fears  within. 

Since  we  assembled  last. 

No  doubt,  in  this  great  conference  of  yours,  as  we 
had  in  the  Lambeth  Conference,  you  have  had  to  resist 
the  temptation  for  maintenance  to  dominate  mission 
and  safety  first  to  come  before  the  kingdom  of  God.  No 
doubt  you  have  weighty  and  burdensome  matters  on 
your  mind.  You  will  have  difficult  decisions  to  make. 
And  I'm  sure  you  will  make  them  in  conformity,  as  far 
as  you  and  I  can  discern  it,  with  God's  will  in  Christ, 
keeping  our  eyes  and  our  minds  fixed  on  him.  But  that 
doesn't  make  our  decisions  any  easier,  or  any  less  chal- 
lenging. You  see,  along  the  way  some  people  get  hurt 
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or  disappointed  and  at  the  worst  feel  marginalized  or 
ignored.  How  do  we  handle  such  precious  gifts  as  peo- 
ple? And  it  is  surely  a  test  of  our  authenticity  of  faith  ex- 
pressed in  our  communion  together. 

So  as  we  stand  on  the  verge  of  the  21  st  century,  and 
we  look  at  the  church  and  world  in  which  we  are  set, 
sometimes  we  are  tempted  to  a  certain  degree  of  pessi- 
mism. The  Dutch  historian,  Johan  Huizinga,  writing  in 
his  monumental  work  The  Autumn  of  the  MedieiHil  Age, 
reminds  us  that,  "Every  age  yearns  for  a  more  beautiful 
world.  The  deeper  the  desperation  and  depression 
about  the  confusing  present,  more  intense  the  yearn- 
ing." 

Well,  if  that  were  true  of  the  medieval  period  and 
the  dawn  of  the  Renaissance,  it's  also  true  of  us  as  we 
face  the  challenges  of  a  new  millennium.  Ours  is  a 
world  which  is  increasingly  confusing  and  challeng- 
mg,  a  world  where  old  certainties  seem  to  have  been 
displaced  by  new  relativities.  Where  corporate  reli- 
gion, with  its  authoritative  command  of  truth  and  real- 
ity, has  no  longer  the  impact  or  even  much  of  the  way 
of  a  visible  place  in  our  societies. 

And  yet,  has  there  ever  been  a  time  when  there 
have  been  such  great  and  visible  hunger  and  thirst  for 
the  things  of  the  spirit?  The  body,  mind,  and  spirit  sec- 
tions of  our  bookshops  in  our  great  capitals  or  the 
World  Wide  Web  has  given  new  spiritualities  and  not  a 
few  heresies  a  new  lease  of  life.  New  religions  and 
new-age  philosophies  and  spiritualities  are  burgeon- 
ing wherever  we  look.  It  is  simply  not  the  case  that  peo- 
ple are  not  yearning  to  know  God's  truth. 

But  with  these  challenges,  it's  very  tempting  to 
echo  the  words  of  St.  Brendan  the  Navigator,  the  Irish 
saint,  who  was  said  to  have  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  a 
very  small  boat  made  of  cowhide  and  wattle,  who  once 
said  as  he  set  off,  "Oh,  God,  this  sea  is  very  big,  and  my 
boat  is  very  small!"  We  can  all  connect  to  that  kind  of 
feeling. 

But,  to  extend  that  nautical  metaphor  a  little  fur- 
ther, this  is  just  the  time  when  we  need  to  take  our  bear- 
ings from  the  Word  of  God.  And  that's  why  I  chose 

,  Ephesians  2  for  the  reading  this  morning.  And  it  is 
good  to  actually  keep  an  eye  on  the  section  just  before 
the  reading,  where  Paul,  who  is  so  good  at  what  we 
might  say  is  describing  the  "human  condition,"  paints 
a  pretty  pessimistic  view  of  the  way  that  human  beings 

i  have  gone.  It's  strong  language,  and  Paul  would  not 
want  to  say  that  human  beings  were  entirely  bad  or 
wrong  or  misguided.  Rather,  he  recognizes  the  sense  of 

>     distance  and  emptiness  that  we  all  can  admit  to  having 

I  experienced  at  some  point  in  our  lives.  Alone,  drifting, 
and  purposeless,  one  is  reminded  of  Samuel 
Coleridge's  words: 

"Oh  Wedding  Guest! 


This  soul  has  been 

Alone,  on  a  wide,  wide  sea. 

So  lonely  'twas  that  God  himself 

Scarce  seemed  there  to  be." 

And  there  are  many  people  in  our  society  for 
whom  God  is  absent.  And  our  job  as  a  church  is  to 
make  him  close  to  hand.  And  that's  why  in  that  read- 
ing, after  Paul  depicts  a  gloomy  picture  of  human  na- 
ture, you  have  that  conjunction  but:  "but  God,  rich  in 
mercy,  because  of  his  great  love  for  us,  he  has  brought 
us  to  life  in  Christ."  And  so  the  mood  of  gloom  is  re- 
placed by  that  of  profound  joy.  "Joy,"  I  said,  not  "com- 
placency." And  1  think  we  would  agree  with  Dr.  John 
Stott,  who  said  that  'Taul  first  plumbs  the  depths  of 
pessimism  about  man,  and  then  rises  to  the  heights  of 
optimism  about  God." 

And  Paul  was  so  right  to  be  optimistic.  Despite  our 
shortcomings  and  failures  as  a  church,  as  human  be- 
ings, God  is  eternally  generous.  And  so,  Paul  paints  a 
picture  of  a  God  who  is  merciful  and  abounding  in 
grace.  It's  a  wonderful,  grand  vision  of  God's  scheme 
for  humanity  through  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  big  and  bold, 
challenging  and  yet  comforting.  It  puts  us  in  our  place 
while  not  denigrating  or  belittling  us.  It  is  by  God's 
grace  we  are  saved,  and  that  alone. 

And  in  the  face  of  that  vision  of  God,  what  are  we 
to  say?  Does  it  mean  to  say  we  do  nothing?  Does  it 
mean  we  have  to  be  passive  and  let  God  get  on  with  the 
work? 

Of  course  not!  Paul,  I  think,  is  underlining  that  al- 
though God's  gift  has  been  given  in  Jesus  Christ,  we 
need  to  be  conformed  to  Christ.  We  need  to  build  a 
church  that  engages  with  our  world  on  many  of  the  is- 
sues that  divide  us. 

And  so  if  salvation  is  a  gift  of  God,  so  is  unity.  And 
that  brings  me  to  ecology,  because  ecology  is  the  term 
given  to  variety  and  diversity  of  living  organisms  liv- 
ing together  and  contributing  one  to  another  by  mu- 
tual interdependence. 

And  this  applies  to  churches  also,  my  brothers  and 
sisters.  I  abandoned  a  long  time  ago  a  theology  of  unity 
that  assumes  it's  meant  to  be  uniformity  and  sameness. 
Human  nature  cannot  accept  that,  (applause)  And — I'm 
glad  you  agree  with  me —  (laughter)  Diversity,  you  see, 
is  part,  an  essential  part,  of  the  givenness  of  God's  cre- 
ation. We  are  Black  and  White.  We  are  different.  And 
we  all  have  something  to  add  to  God's  church.  And 
that  emphasis  upon  diversity  is  actually  expressed  so 
clearly  in  modem  scholarship  as  scholars  have  looked 
at  the  New  Testament.  The  diversity  was  there  from 
the  very  beginning.  In  other  words,  later  differences  in 
church  life  were  already  implicit  in  the  ecclesiology  of 
the  New  Testament. 
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Of  course,  I'm  not  saying  that  we  should  give  up 
the  quest  for  full,  visible  unity.  I'm  saying  that  if  we 
mean  by  that  a  vision  of  one,  great  organization  with  a 
uniformity  of  belief  and  liturgy,  worshiping  in  exactly 
the  same  way,  you  might  as  well  forget  it  because  that 
hope  is  unachievable.  And  in  all  our  great  traditions, 
we  have  already  accepted  it  implicitly,  the  importance 
of  diversity.  To  take  the  example  of  the  Anglican  Com- 
munion— and  I'm  only  qualified  to  speak  from  that  tra- 
dition— we  are  very  used  to  an  enormous  range  of 
tastes  in  theological  and  liturgical  expression.  As  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  I've  become  used  to  moving 
from  the  celebration,  say,  of  a  very  florid  Eucharist  in 
the  Catholic  tradition — smells  and  bells  and  so  on — or 
to  charismatic,  low  church  worship  with  a  great  deal  of 
freedom.  In  other  words,  high  and  hazy,  low  and  lazy. 
Well,  you  know,  I've  learned  over  the  years  that  this  is 
actually  no  problem  to  me.  I  can  move  freely  from  one 
to  the  other  because,  in  the  Anglican  tradition,  we  are 
held  together  by  a  common  understanding  of  faith  and 
order  which  not  only  tolerates  the  diversity,  but  ac- 
cepts we're  part  of  the  one  family. 

What  I  particularly  dislike,  though,  is  when  one 
part  of  the  family  believes  that  they  hold  the  truth  and 
nobody  else  does. 

But  how  may  that  kind  of  ecological  unity  help  us 
in  our  quest  to  be  recognizably  in  the  eyes  of  the  world 
"one  church"? 

I  think  it  may  encourage  us  to  move  in  stages  to 
whatever  final  form  of  unity  God  may  have  in  store  for 
us.  In  other  words,  let  us  be  agnostic  about  the  end  of 
the  quest.  Let  us  embark  on  stages  that  will  bring  us  to 
God's  vision,  and  not  one  which  we  have  already  cre- 
ated because  we  can't  see  the  end,  but  he  can.  And 
surely  the  first  stage  should  be  to  discover  the  shape  of 
apostolicity  in  one  another.  In  modern  times,  one  of  the 
greatest  achievements  of  theological  conversations  of 
ARCIC,  and  particularly  the  Niagara  Report  of  the  In- 
ternational Lutheran/Anglican  Conversations,  was 
the  recognition  that  we  are  not  only  able  to  see  Christ  in 
one  another,  but  on  the  grace  so  palpably  given,  to  af- 
firm that  our  churches  are  apostolic  churches — stand- 
ing in  continuity  with  apostolic  faith  and  faithful  to  the 
gospel.  And,  you  know,  to  recognize  that  was  and  is  an 
exceedingly  positive  affirmation. 

The  next  step  beyond  that  is,  of  course,  to  recog- 
nize one  another's  ministries  as  authentic  and  apos- 
tolic ministries.  And  here  so  often  in  church  Hfe  we  are 
torn  between  experience  and  our  understanding  of 
theology;  between  the  theological  and  historic  under- 
girding  of  ministries  and  the  actual  experiences  of 
churches  in  place  and  time.  Humility  requires  us  to  ac- 
cept gladly  evident  signs  of  grace  in  the  ministries  of 
churches  with  which  we  are  not  yet  in  communion. 


I  wonder  if  I  may  share  with  you  a  personal  story. 
Dr.  Donald  English  was  very  good  friend  of  mine-the 
former  president  of  World  Methodism,  I  know  a  friend 
to  many  of  you  here,  one  of  the  great  leaders  of  British 
Methodism.  Donald  died,  sadly,  a  few  years  ago.  You 
know,  it  is  simply  impossible  for  me  to  think  of  him  as  a 
minister  who  is  deficient  in  any  respect.  How  can  I  say 
that  he  lacked  the  grace  of  ministerial  orders  because 
he  was  ordained  a  Methodist?  That  kind  of  conclu- 
sion-far from  uncommon,  I'm  sure  you  share  that-il- 
lustrates  some  of  the  questions  of  order  that  we  have  to 
attend  to.  While  an  experience  informs  our  theology 
and  sometimes  shakes  our  theology  when  you  actually 
see  God  at  work  in  another  tradition,  it  make  us  more 
aware  of  the  theological  questions  we  have  to  ask  in  or- 
der to  get  to  the  kind  of  unity  that  God  wants  us  to  be. 

And  so  there  is  a  staged  approach  that  I  believe  is 
important  for  us  as  Christians,  as  churches,  to  work  to- 
wards that  unity  which  we  know  to  be  God's  will.  And 
this  staged  approach  is  behind  the  formal  Angli- 
can-Methodist talks  recently  started  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  And  you  will  appreciate  that  this  has  a  par- 
ticular poignancy  for  us  as  British  Christians  because  it 
was  just  about  30  years  ago  when  our  two  churches 
were  within  a  whisker,  yes,  a  whisker,  of  establishing 
full  visible  unity.  It  floundered  on  just  a  dozen  or  so 
votes  in  our  General  Synod.  And  for  the  last  30  years 
both  churches  have  been  bruised  by  getting  so  close, 
and  now  we're  started  out  again  on  another  courtship. 
And  this  time  we're  going  about  it  a  little  more  care- 
fully, a  staged  approach  in  order  to  get  us  closer  to  that 
longed-for  commitment  and  unity  which  we  believe  is 
essential  for  the  mission  of  the  church  in  our  land.  I 
welcome.  Bill,  your  reference  to  the  discussions  be- 
tween the  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  this 
country,  and  I  want  to  encourage  that  dialogue. 

However,  the  use  of  the  word  "ecological"  in  the 
context  of  unity  introduces  very  naturally  the  concept 
of  mission  because  ecology  is  about  the  well-being  of 
the  whole.  Emil  Brunner  said  so  well  many  years  ago 
that  "the  church  exists  by  mission  as  a  fire  exists  by 
burning."  And  when  the  church  serves,  it  is  most  true 
to  itself.  When  its  first  commitment  is  for  the  kingdom 
of  God,  it  is  most  truly  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  And 
when  we  preach  and  live  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  are 
most  truly  his  people. 

And  I've  observed  on  many  visits  to  the  overseas 
church  that,  particularly  in  Africa,  that  the  best  demon- 
strations of  unity  have  been  in  prophetic  situations  of 
witness  where  churches  have  stood  together  for  the 
people  and  for  the  gospel.  1  think  of  South  Africa,  when 
Methodists  and  Catholic  and  Anglican,  Pentecostal, 
and  other  churches  have  shared  in  bold  and  sometimes 
heroic  acts  of  witness.  I  think  of  the  Sudan  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  where  many  of  the  traditions  I've  named 
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are  working  together  in  close  collaboration.  Or  in 
Northern  Ireland  where  those  churches  are  also  grap- 
pling with  the  elusive  quest  for  peace.  But,  my  brothers 
and  sisters,  sadly  I've  also  noticed  that  when  the  com- 
mon enemy  we  have  been  fighting  has  been  defeated, 
the  old  divisions  between  the  churches  have  returned. 
Not  deliberately  and  probably  more  due  to  our  preoc- 
cupation with  churchy  affairs,  with  our  connmittees  for 
the  management  of  our  church  life. 

And  I  believe  we  must  transcend  our  concern  for 
the  sur%ival  of  the  church,  and  to  start  to  focus  our  con- 
cern upon  the  kingdom  of  God  and  its  centrality  to 
church  and  society.  I  want  to  encourage  the  famous 
Lund  principle  of  "only  do  that  separately  which  you 
cannot  do  together."  Let  us  start  doing  our  evangelism 
together.  Let  us  minister  to  young  people  together.  Let 
us  share  social  concern  together.  Let's  do  our  theologi- 
cal exploration  together. 

And  if  your  meeting  is  anything  like  the  Lambeth 
Conference,  my  Methodist  brothers  and  sisters,  and  I 
think  it  is,  you  are  tackling  the  same  social  and  per- 
sonal issues  that  we  .iiscussed  then  and  continue  to 
discxiss  today:  issues  to  do  with  personal  freedom  and 
its  limits;  sexuality  and  homosexuality;  abortion  and 
euthanasia;  family  life  and  the  role  of  women  and  men 
in  church  and  society.  And  surely  there's  scope  here  to 
do  our  work  together  and  to  share  with  one  another 
and  to  share  the  answers  as  well  as  some  of  the  ques- 
tions. 


And  this  unity  we  seek  is  not  simply  for  the  sake  of 
unity,  but  in  the  service  of  the  gospel.  We  desire  that 
"all  may  be  one,"  that  the  world  may  believe  (John  17). 
We're  not  in  the  business  of  ecclesiastical  joinery,  but 
we  are  in  the  business  of  building  the  kingdom  of  God. 
And  what  is  the  character  of  that  church  that  he  is 
building?  It'd  surely  want  to  be  generous,  graceful, 
merciful,  that  conforms  even  more  deeply  to  the  per- 
son of  his  Son. 

Some  years  ago  in  Britain,  we  had  a  remarkable 
bishop.  Bishop  Jeffrey  Paul,  who  began  his  installation 
address  with  these  words.  He  said,  "There's  no  way  of 
belonging  to  Jesus  Christ  except  by  belonging  gladly 
and  irrevocably  to  that  glorious  rag-bag  of  saints  and 
fatheads  who  make  up  the  'one,  holy,  catholic  and  ap- 
ostolic' church." 

And  my  brothers  and  sisters,  my  fellow  saints  and 
fatheads,  we  are  God's  church.  We  are  his  people  on 
earth.  And  God  loves  us.  He  loves  his  church  and  he 
will  never  give  up  his  longing  for  us  to  be  a  united  and 
effective  tool  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  neither 
should  we  surrender  to  despair  or  walk  away  from  our 
churches  because  we  have  given  up  on  God.  Let  us 
strive  with  all  our  heart  and  mind  and  soul  to  make  our 
church  heave  with  life,  filled  with  joy,  and  bright  with 
color.  May  God  bless  your  conference,  your  church. 
May  you  too  heave  for  life  in  the  days  to  come.  In  the 
name  of  God.  Amen. 
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Consent  Calendar  Explanation 

There  are  three  consent  calendars:  A)  concurrence  with  proposed  changes  to  the  Disapline.  B)  concurrence  with  petitions  on 
non-Disaphnary  matters.  C)  non-concurrence  on  Disciplinary  and  non-DiscipUnary  items.  The  first  day  items  will  be  hsted  as  01. 
The  second  day  will  be  listed  02,  and  so  forth.  Items  can  be  placed  on  the  consent  calendar  if:  1)  no  more  than  ten  votes  were  cast 
against  the  prevailing  position;  2)  it  has  no  financial  implications;  3)  the  proposal  does  not  require  a  constitutional  amendment.  Any 
ten  delegates  may  have  a  consent  calendar  item  removed  by  sigmng  the  appropriate  form  found  in  Room  204.  This  form  must  be  re- 
turned to  the  secretary  by  3  p.m.  on  the  day  it  appears  in  the  DCA. 
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1223  621 

Sub)ect:Each  church/charge  is 
obliged  to  pay  full  compensation  as 
approved  by  the  CC 

Committee  Item:  FA-175-621-C 
Petition: 
31273-FA-621-D.  page  429 
Committee  recommends  concurrence. 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurretice  Date   / 

954811 

Subject:  Any  general  appeals  shall 
be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
paragraph 

Committee  Item:  FA148-811-N 
Petition: 
31175-FA-811-D,  page  439 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Revise  subparagraph  7  of  paragraph 
811  to  read: 

7.  No  general  council,  board,  commis- 
sion, or  committee  receiving  general 
Church  funds  shall  initiate  or  cause  to  be 
organized  without  approval  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  Administration  a 
foundation,  endowment  fund  or  similar 
organization  for  the  purpose  of  securing, 
conserving,  or  expending  funds  for  the  di- 
rect or  indirect  benefit  or  support  of  any 
general  agency  or  any  of  its  programs  or 
work.  Foundations,  endowment  funds, 
and  similar  organizations  related  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  to  any  general  Church 
agency  receiving  general  Church 
funds  shall  report  annually  to  the  council 
in  a  manner  determmed  by  the  council. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


964-NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Extend  for  one 
quadrennium  pension  build-up  of 
P.R.Meth.Ch  pastors  in  the  plan  on 
12/31/92 

Committee  Item:  FA-168-NonDis-N$ 
Petition: 
30191-FA-NonDis-O,  page  466 


The  Committee  recommends  Concur- 
rence as  amended. 

Replace  the  language  contained  in  Peti- 
tion 31505  with  the  following  language: 

Effective  January  1,  2001,  amend  the 
second  sentence  of  section  3.02d  of  the 
version  of  the  Comprehensive  Protection 
Plan,  which  has  an  effective  date  of  Janu- 
ary 1, 1997,  to  read: 

However,  the  special  arrangements  for 
those  Participants  who  were  enrolled  in 
this  Plan  on  December  31, 1992,  shall  in- 
clude, for  a  period  of  eight  twelve  years 
thereafter,  the  benefits  payable  under 
Section  5.05. 

In  addition,  effective  January  1,  2001, 
amend  the  second  sentence  of  section 
3.02d  of  the  version  of  the  Comprehen- 
sive Protection  Plan,  which  has  an  effec- 
tive date  of  January  1, 2002,  to  read: 

However,  the  special  arrangements  for 
those  Participants  who  were  enrolled  in 
this  Plan  on  December  31, 1992,  shall  in- 
clude, for  a  period  of  eight  twelve  years 
thereafter,  the  benefits  payable  under 
Section  5.05. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

978-1506.17 

Subject:  Plan-sponsor  responsible 
for  pension  &  benefit  contributions 
if  the  MPP/CFP  participant  isn't 

Committee  Item:  FA-200-1506.17-D 
Petition: 
31135-FA-1506.17-D,  page  449 

The  committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


849ioo 

Subject:  Delete  101,102.103  and 
move  first  3  paragraphs  before  201 
into  their  places 
Committee  Item:  LC66-100 
Petition: 
31964-LC-lOO-O 


The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

To  correct  an  editorial  error  fi-om  1996 
Book  of  Disciphne. 

Add  the  paragraph  entitled: 

"The  Global  Nature  of  Our  Mission" 
preceeding  11201. 

[ )  CotKurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1268r464 

Subject:  Products  made  with 
sweatshop  labor 
Committee  Item:  CS146-R464-A 
Petition: 
31812-CS-R464-U,  page  1267 

The  committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  "Policy  and  Implementation  of 
Policy,"  section  3,  p.  465  Book  of  Resolu- 
tions by  adding  a  new  paragraph  after  D 
with  the  following  text: 

E.  To  work  to  assure  that  compa- 
nies that  manufacture  or  purchase 
through  sub-contracting  do  not  pur- 
chase products  made  ^^ith  sweatshop 
or  forced  labor. 

Change  existing  paragraph  E.  to  para- 
graph F.  as  follows: 

Er.F.  To  consider  using  . . . 
( ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

839-R599 

Subject:  East  Timor 

Committee  Item:  GM7-R599-A 
Petition: 
30842-GM-R599-U.  page.  921 

Delete  current  text  and  replace  with 
the  following  new  text,  p.599: 

This  year  will  mark  the  26th  annivcr 
sary  of  25  years  since  Indonesia's  inva- 
sion and  occupation  of  East  Timor  first 
took  place.  The  invasion  and  occupation 
stand  tn  defiance  of  international  law,  two 
reoolutiono  of  the  L'lutcd  Nationo  SccU' 
nty  Council,  and  eight  resolutions  of  the 
United  Nations  General  Aaoombly. 
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The  invasion  and  occupation  have  re- 
sulted in  the  death  of  over  200,000  people 
(one-third  of  the  population)  according  to 
Amnesty  International  and  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church  estimates.  The  United  States 
government  provided  crucial  military  and 
diplomatic  support  for  Indonesia's  inva- 
sion and  occupation  of  East  Timor. 

On  November  12, 1991,  the  Indonesian 
army  massacred  over  270  Timorese 
mourners  at  the  Santa  Cruz  cemetery  in 
Dili,  East  Timor.  Western  journalists  wit- 
nessed that  massacre,  and  their  reports  to 
the  outside  world  resulted  in  the  renewal 
of  a  worldwide  effort  to  free  East  Timor 
from  Indonesian  domination  and  repres- 
sion. 

In  January  1995,  a  delegation  from  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA  and  a  representative  of 
theCanadian  Council  of  Churches  visited 
East  Timor  to  express  solidarity  with  the 
churches  and  people  of  East  Timor. 
Followingthat  visit,  the  delegation  recom- 
mended an  advocacy  effort  that  endorsed 
demilitarization  of  East  Timor  and  deter- 
mination of  East  Timor's  political  status 
with  the  full  participation  of  the  East 
Timorese  people. 

A  resolution  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  adopted  in  1996,  deplored  the 
continuing  occupation  of  East  Timor  and 
the  resultant  oppression  and  abuse  of  hu- 
man rights.  That  resolution  supported  the 
rights  of  the  East  Timorese  to  self-deter- 
mination, calling  for  an  end  to  the  Indone- 
sian occupation,  intensified  United 
Nations  efforts  to  resolve  East  Timor's 
political  status,  and  full  participation  of  the 
East  Timorese  in  the  just  resolution  of 
that  status.  The  resolution  urged  the 
United  States  to  cease  military  aid,  mili- 
tary training  and  arms  sales  to  Indonesia 
during  its  de  facto  military  occupation  of 
East  Timor.  The  resolution  also  exhorted 
the  United  States  government  and  other 
governments  to  take  legislative  and  ad- 
ministrative action  to  pressure  Indonesia 
to  end  its  occupation  and  cooperate  with 
the  United  Nations  in  bringing  about  East 
Timorese  self-determination. 

In  July  1998,  the  United  SUtes  Senate 
unanimously  passed  a  resolution  affirm- 
ing the  right  of  the  East  Timorese  to 
self-determination,  and  in  October  1998, 
the  full  Congress  went  on  record  as  sup- 
porting East  Timor's  right  to  self-deter- 
mination. In  November  1998,  Congress 
passed  into  law  an  effective  ban  on  the  use 
of  all  weapons  in  East  Timor. 

On  January  13,  1000,  Auotralia,  which 
gave  official  diplomatic  recognition  to  In 
donosia's  purported  annexation  of  Boot 
Timor,  changed  itG  policy  by  accepting  the 


principle  that  the  people  of  Eaot  Timor 
muot  eventually  be  given  a  choice  to  re- 
main port  of  Indonooia  or  become  inde- 
pendent. In  late  January  1999,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  1975  invasion  of  the  terri- 
tory, the  Indonesian  government  publicly 
raised  the  possibility  of  independence  for 
East  Timor.  In  Febriiary  1999,  the  Indo- 
nesian government  moved  East 
Timorese  national  resistance  leader, 
Xanana  Gusmao,  from  Cipinang  Prison  in 
Jakarta  to  a  form  of  house  arrest. 

In  May  1999,  United  Nations-spon- 
sored talks  between  Indonesia  and  Portu- 
gal on  the  ftiture  of  East  Timor  resulted  in 
Indonesia  agreeing  to  allow  a  United  Na- 
tions-sponsored referendum, 

ultimately  held  on  August  30, 1999,  on 
whether  the  East  Timorese  supported  or 
rejected  the  Indonesian  government's  au- 
tonomy proposal.  The  Indonesian  govern- 
ment also  stated  that  if  the  East  Timorese 
rejected  that  autonomy  proposal  in  this 
popular  consultation,  it  would  set  East 
Timor  free. 

PrieF-In  the  years  prior  to  the  August 
30, 1999,  referendum  on  East  Timor's  in- 
dependence, the  Indonesian  National 
Army  (TNI)  in  East  Timor  began  provid- 
ing weapons  to  created  and  armed  para- 
military groups  and  vigilante  gangs  for  the 
purpose  of  terrorizing  pro-independence 
civilians,  thereby  creating  a  severe  refu- 
gee crisis  and  threatening  to  undermine 
this  historic  opportunity  to  achieve  a 
peaceful  resolution  of  the  conflict  in  East 
Timor. 

East  Timorese  1996  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
laureate.  Bishop  Carlos  Filipe  Ximenes 
Belo,  called  repeatedly  for  United  Nations 
peacekeepers  to  be  sent  to  East  Timor  to 
prevent  further  bloodshed  and  monitor 
the  rapidly  deteriorating  human  rights  sit- 
uation. Those  warnings  went  unheeded 
during  the  period  prior  to  the  referendum. 

Despite  the  violence  and  intimidation 
directed  against  East  Timorese  support- 
ers of  independence,  78.5%  of  East 
Timor's  voters  rejected  Indonesia's  au- 
tonomy proposal  and,  thereby,  supported 
independence  from  Indonesia  in  the 
United  Nations-sponsored  referendum. 
International  observers  monitored  the 
election  and  verified  the  results,  which 
reflected  a  voter  turnout  for  the  referen- 
dum of  98%  of  elif^ble-registered  voters. 

Following  the  aimouncement  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  August  30, 1999,  election,  In- 
donesian armed  forces  and  their  proxies 
in  anti-independence  paramilitary  groups 
and  vigilante  gangs  engaged  in  the  sys- 
tematic destruction  of  East  Timor,  includ- 
ing the  burning  and  leveUng  of  Dili  and 
numerous  towns  and  villages,  the  forced 


deportation  of  thousands  of  civilians,  and 
widespread  killing  and  torture.  Those  tar- 
geted for  assassinations  included  Catholic 
and  Protootant  religious  leaders,  student 
leaders,  relief  workers,  and  countless  oth- 
ers who  were  perceived  as  supporting  in- 
dependence. 

Not  even  East  Timor's  most  interna- 
tionally prominent  figures  were  spared 
from  the  wave  of  terror  that  followed  the 
vote  for  independence.  Bishop  Belo  was 
forced  into  exile  after  anti-independence 
forces  attacked  and  burned  his  resi- 
dence. Following  his  release  from  captiv- 
ity, East  TimorcQC  Timor's  national 
resistance  leader,  Xanana  Gusmao,  de- 
cried the  systematic  efforts  to  eliminate 
community  leaders  and  other  supporters 
of  independence  for  East  Timor,  and  to 
destroy  the  places  where  they  lived  and 
worked. 

In  September  1999,  the  Vatican  de- 
plored the  violence  directed  against  the 
East  Timorese  people  and  urged  the 
United  Nations  to  send  international 
peacekeepers  to  East  Timor.  The  Vati- 
can's foreign  minister  described  the  cir- 
cumstances in  East  Timor  as  "another 
genocide." 

Statements  of  United  Nations  officials 
in  September  1999  confirmed  numerous 
accounts  from  the  East  Timorese  people 
and  international  observers  of  a  oyotcmic 
close  connection  between  the  Indonesian 
military  and  the  anti-independence  mili- 
tias. The  United  Nations  High  Commis- 
sioner on  Human  Rights  concluded  that 
Indonesian  forces  were  "orchestrating" 
the  violence  and  that  it  appeared  to  be 
"systematic."  United  Nations  Secre- 
tary-Cieneral  Kofi  Annan  called  for  an  in- 
vestigation of  possible  "crimes  against 
humanity."  United  Nations  officials  have 
raised  the  prospect  of  a  future  war  crimes 
tribunal. 

The  destruction  of  East  Timor  in  Sep- 
tember 1999  also  produced  a  refugee  cri- 
sis of  staggering  proportions,  forcing 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  East  Timorese 
people  into  hiding  within  that  country  or 
into  refugee  camps  in  Indonesian  West 
Timor.  The  United  Nations'  Food  and  Ag 
riculturc  Organiaation  estimated  that 
200,000  people  riohcd  otarvation.  The 
United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees  expressed  grave  concern  for 
the  status  of  refugees  in  West  Timor  cit- 
ing "mounting  evidence"  of  forced  depor- 
tations to  West  Timor  and  forcible 
separation  of  men  from  women  and  chil- 
dren. 

In  response  to  the  destruction  of  East 
Timor,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
announced  the  suspension  of  military  ties 
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and  other  assistance  to  Indonesia  in  Sep- 
tember 1999.  Military  transfers  and  com- 
mercial weapons  sales  have  been  were 
suspended,  as  have  were  bilateral  eco- 
nomic assistance  and  multilateral  assis- 
tance from  the  International  Monetary 
Fund  and  World  Bank.  However,  it  re 
mams  unclear  whether  thooo  suopcnoions 
will  be  comprchonaivc  and  continuing,  or 
informal  and  of  short  duration.  Economic 
assistance  has  been  resumed,  despite 
the  fact  that  more  than  100,000  East 
Timorese  were  still  in  camps  in  West 
Timor,  many  against  their  will.  The 
Clinton  Administration  is  also  moving 
toward  a  resumption  of  US  milit£iry 
training  for  Indonesian  forces. 

The  United  Nations  Security  Council 
unanimously  passed  a  resolution  in  Sep- 
tember 1999  approving  an  international 
force  for  East  Timor  empowered  under 
Chapter  VII  of  the  United  Nations  Char- 
ter, and  authorized  to  take  all  necessary 
measures  to  restore  peace  and  security 
and  facihtate  humanitarian  assistance. 
The  resolution  directs  directed  Indone- 
sia to  take  immediate  measures  for  the 
safe  return  of  refugees  and  eaHs  called  for 
United  Nations  administration  of  East 
Timor  during  the  transition  to  East 
Timorese  self-rule.  /Mthough  this  resolu 
tion  antiapates  cooperation  of  the  Indo 
neoian  government  with  the  multinational 
force.  It  leaves  But  months  later  it  re- 
mained uncertain  how  prominent  a  role 
Indonesian  forces  will  play  in  unplcmcnt 
ing  its  mandate,  and  whether  Indonesian 
forces  will  would  cooperate  in  allowing 
full  access  to  refugees  in  West  Timor  and 
elsewhere  in  Indonesia. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  September 
1000  Sccunty  Council  resolution,  an  Aus 
tralian  led  multinational  force  has  en- 
tered— East — Timor, — some — Indonesian 
troops  have  withdrawn,  humanitarian  ao 
sistanco  has  commenced,  and  efforts  to 
implenKint  the  terms  of  the  resolution  arc 
underway. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  its  members, 
local  churches,  annual  conferences,  cen- 
tral conferences,  and  general  agencies: 

1.  Recognize  our  continuing  moral  and 
rehgious  duty  to  respond  to  acts  of  inhu- 
manity and  genocide,  and  to  rescue  a  peo- 
ple, a  nation,  and  a  culture  from 
annihilation; 

2.  Reaffirm  their  call  to  the  United 
States  government  and  other  govern- 
ments to  act  within  their  powers  to  en- 
sure that  the  Indonesian  government  fully 
complies  with  all  United  Nations  resolu 
tionson  East  Timor,  withdraws  all  ita  mil 
itary  occupation  forces  from  East  Timor, 


and  cooperates  with  the  United  Nations 
and  other  relevant  bodies  to  permanently 
end  its  occupabon  of  East  Timor  and  im 
plemont  the  transition  to  East  Timorese 
self  dotcrminabon; — efforts  on  East 
Timor  in  the  years  to  come. 

3.  Deplore  the  systematic  destruction 
of  East  Timor  orchestrated  by  Indonesian 
forces  and  allied  paramiUtary  groups  in 
the  wake  of  East  Timor's  vote  for  inde- 
pendence in  the  United  Nations-spon- 
sored referendum  of  August  30,  1999, 
including  the  kilhng  and  torture  of  civil- 
ians, targeted  assassinations  of  religious 
and  community  leaders,  burning  and  lev- 
eling of  communities,  forcible  mass  de- 
portations, and  separation  of  families; 

4.  Exhort  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment and  the  United  Nations  to  take  all 
steps  within  their  respective  powers  to 
reduce  the  suffering  of  the  East  Timorese 
people,  remove  ensure  that  the  forces 
responsible  for  their  slaughter  and  bring 
them  be  brought  to  justice  in  an  interna- 
tional war  crimes  tribunal,  immediately 
safeguard  and  account  for  all  refiigees 
within  East  and  West  Timor  and  else- 
where in  Indonesia,  provide  for  the  safe 
return  of  refugees,  restore  the  promise  of 
self  determination  to  East  Timor,  and  fa- 
ciUtate  the  rebuilding  of  East  Timor  as  an 
independent  nation; 

5.  Commend  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  United  States  Congress 
for  taking  steps  in  1999  to  suspend  mili- 
tary aid  and  assistance  and  weapons  sales 
to  Indonesia; 

6.  Emphasize  that  the  termination  of 
United  States  and  multilateral  assistance 
to  Indonesia  (including  govem- 
ment-to-govemment  and  commercial 
arms  sales)  must  be  comprehensive  and 
continuing  in  order  to  achieve  effective 
results,  and  that  additional  pressure  on 
the  Indonesian  miUtary  and  allied  militia 
remains  necessary  to  ensure  that  the 
refugees  in  West  Timor  and  else- 
where are  able  to  return  to  E^t 
Timor; 

7.  Commend  the  United  Nations  Secu- 
rity Counal  for  unanimously  approving  an 
international  force  to  stop  the  destruction 
of  East  Timor  and  its  people,  protect  its 
refugees  and  secure  their  return,  provide 
immediate  humanitarian  assistance,  and 
implement  the  transition  from  Indonesian 
occupation  to  East  Timorese  self-deter- 
mination; 

8.  Express  concern  that  further  vigi- 
lance will  be  necessary  to  achieve  these 
objectives,  and  that  the  Indonesian  mili- 
tary and  alhed  militia  may  continue  to 


friistrate  these  efforts  even  after  their 
withdrawal  from  East  Timor; 

9.  Urge  the  United  Methodists,  includ- 
ing the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
tries and  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  to  make  the  issue  of  East  Timor  a 
priority  for  social  justice  and  mission  pur- 
poses, and  to  support  constituency  educa- 
tion, emergency  assistance,  direct  relief 
efforts  and  related  projects  on  East 
Timor;  and 

10.  Direct  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  immediately  following  2000  Gen- 
eral Conference,  send  copies  of  this  reso- 
lution to  the  Secretary-General  of  the 
United  Nations,  the  President  of  the  UN 
General  Assembly,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  all  U.S.  Senators  and  Con- 
gressional Representatives,  the  Presi- 
dent of  Indonesia,  President  of 
Portugid,  and  all  appropriate  ecumenical 
colleagues. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


625-NonDis-$ 

Subject:  Asian  Americsm  language 

ministry  study 

Committee  Item:  GM25-NonDis-A$ 
Petition: 
30863-GM-NonDis-O$,  page  1822 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

In  the  paragraph  beginning  "In  order  to 
develop  these  new  congregations"  (p. 
1823,  DCA),  add  the  following: 

...  "A  number  of  diverse  ministers  flu- 
ent in  different  languages  (such  as  Manda- 
rin, Cantonese,  Amoy,^aiwanese, 
Tagalog  (Visayan),  Ilocano  . . . 

Etelete  the  following  paragraph  under 
Findings: 

There  is  an  urgent  need  to  develop  now 
miniotrico,  fcUowohipo,  and  congrcga 
tions.  With  sufficient  resources  and  sup 
port.  The  United  Methodist  Church  could 
begin  100  new  Asian  I'Vmcncan  congrcga 
dons,  ministries,  and  fellowships  in  the 
3000  3004  Quadrenmum.  This  couM  bo 
done  with  the  joint  effort  of  the  general 
boards  and  agencies,  annual  conferences, 
districts,  and  others. 

Currently,  there  is  a  shortage  of  leader- 
ship . . . 

[ )  Concurrence  |  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


440-NonDis 

Subject: Provide  grants  to  churches 
to  help  them  become  accessible  for 
physically  challenged  people 
Committee  Item:  GM31-NonDis-A 
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Petition: 
31808-GM-NonDis-O,  page  1356 

insert  following  text  as  noted  in  last 
paragraph: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  it  would 
be  appropriate  to  set  aside  monies  kem 


this  source  to  again  provide  accessibility 
grants  or  loans  to  churches  in  each  of  the 
annual  conferences.  The  program  could 
be  administered  from  within  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  or  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  or  some 
other  appropriate  body. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


Special  Consent  Calendar  A91 


Legislation  moved  to  the  Consent  Calendar 
as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence on  Wednesday  morning,  May  10,  2000 
that  effectively  changed  Rule  29.a  to  "No  more 
than  ten  votes  were  cast  against  the  prevailing 
position  in  the  Committee." 

These  items  previously  appeared  on  the 
regular  Calendar  for  action  and  are  now  on  the 
Consent  Calendar. 


1152-606.03 

Subject:  Remove  the  word  "prefera- 
bly" 
Committee  Item  C082 


Petition  number3 

0234-CO-606.3-D 
DCA  page  no.  2088 

321-65.1 

Subject:  Include  unwanted  sexual 
comments  in  definition  of  sexual 
harassment 

Committee  Item  F029 
Petition  number 

31642-FO-65.I-D 
DCA  page  no.  1909 

Calendar  Item  606-67 

Committee  Item  F032 


Petition  No.  30131-FO-67-D 

Subject:  How  corporations  behave  af- 
fects their  public  support 

DCA  page  no.  1990 

1210-262.04 

Subject:  Regarding  responsible 

handling  &  reporting  of  offerings 

Committee  Item  LC9 
Petition  number3 

0891-LC-262.4-D 
DCA  page  no.  2095 


Special  Consent  Calendar  B91 


Legislation  moved  to  the  Consent  Calendar 
as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence on  Wednesday  morning,  May  10,  2000 
that  effectively  changed  Rule  29.a  to  "No  more 
than  ten  votes  were  cast  against  the  prevailing 
position  in  the  Committee." 

These  items  previously  appeared  on  the 
regular  Calendar  for  action  and  are  now  on  the 
Consent  Calendar. 


1201-NonDis 

Subject:  All  ordained  clergy 
particpate  in  an  intensive  tmg  to 
help  develop  multi-cultural 
sensitivity 

Committee  Item  HE168 
Petition  numberS 

1781-HE-NonDis-O 
DCA  page  no.  2094 


Special  Consent  Calendar  C91 


Legislation  moved  to  the  Consent  Cal- 
endar as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  on  Wednesday  morning, 
May  10,  2000  that  effectively  changed 
Rule  29.a  to  "No  more  than  ten  votes 
were  cast  against  the  prevailing  position 
in  the  Committee." 

These  items  previously  appeared  on  the 
regular  Calendar  for  action  and  are  now  on  the 
Consent  Calendar. 

597-502 

Subject:  Membership  of  GC 


Committee  Item  C047 
Petition  number3 
1510-CO-502-D 
DCA  page  no.  1989 

1153-606.09 

Subject:  Allow  individuals  to  see 

their  records  and  add  to  it 

Committee  Item  C097 
Petition  number3 

1529-CO-606.9-D 
DCA  page  no.  2088 


1154-508 

Subject:  Make  BoD  free  on  the 
official  web  site 

Committee  Item  CO105 
Petition  number3 
1514-CO-508-D 
DCA  page  no.  2088 

1171-NonDis 

Subject:  Continue  support  of  Methodist 
Church  of  Puerto  Rico  in  transition  time 
Committee  Item  FA57 
Petition  No.  31287-FA-NonDis-O 
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DCA  page  no.  2091 

607-301.01 

Subject:  Make  language  consistent 
with  "By  Water  &  the  Spirit"  for 
discipleshipCommittee  Item  F061 

Petition  numbers 
0355-FO-301.1-D 
DCA  page  no.  1990 

608304 

Subject:  Refining  the  highest 
st£indards  required  by  Scripture  of 
pastors 

Committee  Item  F064 
Petition  numberS 
1892-FO-304-D 
DCA  page  no.  1990 

1204l405 

Subject:  Institutions  receiving 
support  shall  increase  its 
accessibility  for  the  disabled 


Committee  Item  HE192 
Petition  number3 

1945-HE-1405-D  ; 

31946-HE-1405-D 
DCA  page  no.  2094 

1207-2302.02 
Subject:  Support  Scouting  eind 
ensure  it  is  meets  UM  Constit  and 
Soc.  Principles  values 

Committee  Item  IC47 
Petition  numberS 

1583-IC-2302.2-D 
DCA  page  no.  2094 

648-249.12 

Subject:  Equitable  salary  for  all 

appointed  clergy 

Committee  Item  LC57 
Petition  numbers 

0174-LC-249.12-D ; 

31424-LC-249.12-D 
DCA  page  no.  LC9 


1213249 

Subject:  Charge  conf.  decides 
whether  or  not  gay  unions  shall  be 
permitted  w/a  2/3  vote  needed 
Committee  Item  LC85 
Petition  numberS 
0885-LC-249-D 
DCA  page  no.  2095 

1215-NonDis 

Subject:  Church  Council  to  elect  teach- 
ers, counselors  and  officers;  nominations 
shall  be  by  work  area  chair 
Committee  Item  LCI  14 
Petition  number3 

1837-LC-NonDis-O 
DCA  page  no.  2095 
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1391  65 

Subject:  Young  people  need 
factual  sex  education 

Committee  Item:  F0123-65-A 
Petition: 
31213-FO-65-D,  Pg.  479 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  95; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  1165. G,  fourth  paragraph,  first 
sentence  as  follows: 

...  fiill.  positive,  age-appropriate,  and 
factual  sex  education  opportunities  for  chil- 
dren, youth  young  people,  and  adults. 

[ )  Concurrence  (  |  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1392-2623 

Subject:  Judicial  process  shall 
have  as  its  purpose  the 
realization  of  Jesus'  healing  & 
reconciliation 

Committee  Item:  GJ101-2623-A 
Petition: 

31203-GJ-2623-D.  Pg.  739 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  59;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 


The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Remove  the  text  immediately  proceeding 
paragraph  2623: 

<ffl2623  2629  shall  become  cfTeotive  at 
the  oonsluGion  of  the  1996  General  Confer 
cncc,  except  for  mottcro  thot  have  already 
proceeded  to  the  Joint  Review  Committee. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1393-2623 

Subject:  The  judicial  process 
terminates  at  the  end  of  any 
appeal  or  right  to  appeal 

Committee  Item:  GJl02-2623-A 
Petition: 

30545-GJ-2623-D,  Pg.  734 
Membership:  92;  Present:  72; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows;  In  addition  to 
the  changes  made  in  the  petition,  add  the 
following: 

Insert  at  the  beginning  of  Para.  2623,  this 
sentence  has  been  moved  from  the  para- 
graph above:  Fair  Process  in  Judicial  Pro- 
ceedings -  The  Judicial  process  shall  have 
as  its  purpose  a  just  resolution  of  judicial 
complaints,  in  the  hope  that  God's  work 


of  justice,  reconciliation  and  healing  may 
be  realized  in  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ 

The  following  procedures... 

Delete  from  same  paragraph;  At  eooh 
step  in  the  proceedings  listed...  fair  pro 
ocss.  1 1 

Delete  from  same  paragraph  "process"  in 
the  4th  sentence. 

Section  1 ,  add  heading  and  new  text: 
The  Right  to  be  Heard.  In  any  judicial 
proceeding,  (a)  the  respondent... and  b)  the 
complainant  and  the  respondent  have 
the  right  to  be  present." 

Section  2,  add  heading:  Notice  of  Judi- 
cial Process  Hearings. 

Section  3,  add  heading;  Right  to  be  Ac- 
companied. 

Section  4,  add  heading:  Communica- 
tions. 

Section  5,  rewrite  as  follows:  Double 
Jeopardy.  No  bill  of  charges  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  any  committee  on  investigation 
after  an  earlier  bill  of  charges  has  been 
certiHed  by  a  committee  on  investigation 
based  on  the  same  alleged  occurences. 

Section  6,  add  heading;  Access  to  Re- 
cords. Add  after  "The  respondent"  the 
words  "and  the  Church". 

Section  7,  add  heading;  Failure  lo  Ap- 
pear or  Respond. 
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Section  8,  add  heading:  Healing  within 
the  Congregation. 

New  Section  9,  add  heading:  Immunity 
of  Participants. 

[  ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 


1394-2624 

Subject:  Statute  of  limitations 

regarding  certain  offenses 

Committee  Item:  GJ104-2624-A 
Petition: 

30546-GJ-2624-D,  Pg.  739 
Membership:  92;  Present:  77; 
For:  64;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

H  2624.  Chargeable  Offenses  and  the 
Statute  of  Limitations  - 

1 .  A  bishop,  clergy  member  of  an  annual 
conference  (H  364,  local  pastor,  clergy  on 
honorable  or  administrative  location,  or 
diaconal  minister  may  choose  a  trial  when 
charged  (subject  to  the  statute  of  limitations 
in  H  2624.4)  ( 1 )  with  one  of  more  of  the  fol- 
lowing offenses:  (a)  immorality;  (b)  prac 
tices  declared  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  be  incompatible  with  Christian 
teachings  (e  b)  crime;  (d  c)  failure  to  per- 
form the  work  of  the  ministry;  (e  d)  disobe- 
dience to  the  Order  and  Discipline  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church;  (f  e)  dissemina- 
tion of  doctrines  contrary  to  the  established 
standards  of  doctrine  of  Tthe  United  Meth- 
odist Church;  (g  f)  relationships  and/or  be- 
havior that  undermines  the  ministry  of 
another  pastor;  (i  h)  child  abuse;  (j  i)  sexual 
harassment,  sexual  misconduct,  or  sexual 
abuse;  (j)  sexual  misconduct  (2);  (k)  sex- 
ual harassment. 

2.  A  bishop,  clergy  member  of  an  annual 
conference,  or  diaconal  minister  may  be 
brought  to  trial  when  the  appropriate  body 
recommends  involuntary  termination. 

3.  A  lay  member  ofa  local  church  may  be 
charged  with  the  following  offenses  and,  if 
so,  may  choose  a  trial:  (a)  immorality;  (b) 
crime;  (c)  disobedience  to  the  Order  and 
Discipline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church;  (d)  dissemination  of  doctrines  con- 
trary to  the  established  standards  of  doc- 
trine of  Tthe  United  Methodist  Church;  (e) 
racial  harassment;  (f)  sexual  abuse;  or  ha- 
rassment. (G)  sexual  misconduct;  (h)  sex- 
ual harassment;  (i)  child  abuse. 

4.  Statute  of  Limitations  -  No  judicial 
complaint  or  charge  shall  be  considered 
for  any  alleged  occurrence  that  shall  not 
have  been  committed  within  six  (6)  years 
immediately  preceding  the  Tiling  of  the 
original  complaint,  except  in  the  case  of 
sexual  or  child  abuse.  (H  3S8.1d|l|.  (1)  In 


the  case  of  sexual  or  child  abuse  there 
shall  be  no  limitation.  Time  spent  on 
leave  of  absence  shall  not  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  six  (6)  years. 

5.  Time  of  Offense.  A  person  shall  not 
be  charged  with  an  offense  that  was  not  a 
chargeable  offense  at  the  time  it  is  alleged 
to  have  been  committed.  Any  charge 
filed  shall  be  in  the  language  of  The  Book 
of  Discipline  in  effect  at  the  time  the  of- 
fense is  alleged  to  have  occurred  and 
must  relate  to  an  action  listed  as  a 
chargeable  offense  in  the  Discipline. 

(FOOTNOTES) 

(1)  The  statute  of  limitations  went  into 
effect  as  law  on  a  prospective  basis  start- 
ing on  January  1,  1993.  All  alleged  of- 
fenses that  occurred  prior  to  this  date  are 
time  barred.  See  Judicial  Council  Deci- 
sions 691,  704  and  723. 

(2)  This  offense  was  first  listed  as  a  sep- 
arate chargeable  offense  in  the  1996 
Book  of  Discipline  effective  April  27, 
1996.  See  Judicial  Council  Decision  691. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1395-2626 

Subject:  Composition  of  the 

committee  on  investigation 

Committee  Item:  GJ106-2626-A 
Petition: 
30799-GJ-2626-D,  Pg.  747 
Membership:  92;  Present:  77; 
For:  68;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence with  the  text  of  the  petition  which  ap- 
pears on  page  747-75 1  in  the  ADCA  with 
the  following  amendments: 

Section  I. a.:  Change  "Committee  mem- 
bers should  be  in  good  standing  and  deemed 
of  good  character"  to  "Committee  members 
shall  be  in  good  standing  and  should  be 
deemed  of  good  character." 

Section  1  .b.:  Change  "lay  observers"  to 
"lay  persons".  Change  "Committee  mem- 
bers should  be  in  good  standing  and  deemed 
of  good  character"  to  "Committee  members 
shall  be  in  good  standing  and  should  be 
deemed  of  good  character. 

Section  I.e.:  Delete  the  sentence  begin- 
ning "The  purpose  of  this  response..." 
Change  "Committee  members  should  be  in 
good  standing  and  deemed  of  good  charac- 
ter" to  "Committee  members  shall  be  in 
good  standing  and  should  be  deemed  of 
good  character." 

Section  l.d.:  Delete  the  sentence  begin- 
ning "The  purpose  of  this  pastoral  re- 
sponse..." After  "...seven  (7)  lay  members" 
add  "who  come  from  other  congrega- 
tions, exclusive  of  the  churches  of  the 


respondant    or    the    complaintant" 

Change  "Committee  members  should  be  in 
good  standing  and  deemed  of  good  charac- 
ter" to  "Committee  members  shall  be  in 
good  standing  and  should  be  deemed  of 
good  character." 

Section  2.d.i.:  Add  at  the  end  of  the  sec- 
ond sentence  ",  who  shall  be  a  United 
Methodist." 

Section  4.b.iii.:  Add  a  conuna  after  "a 
local  pastor". 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1396-2627 

Subject:  Trial  procedures  within 
the  Church 

Committee  Item:  GJ107-2627-A 
Petition: 

30800-GJ-2627-D,  Pg.  760 
Membership:  92;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

Tlie  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Section  I  .h.:  Add  to  the  last  sentence  af- 
ter "might  tend  to  incriminate  the  witness" 
the  words  "under  state  or  federal  crimi- 
nal law". 

Section  I .  Change  I)  to  read:  I)  Open  or 
Closed  Trials  -  The  deliberations  of  the 
trial  court  shall  be  closed.  All  other  ses- 
sions of  trial  shall  be  closed,  except  upon 
written  request  to  the  presiding  officer 
by  counsel  for  the  respondent,  the  trial 
shall  be  open. 

Section  I:  Add  a  new  paragraph:  m) 
Combined  Trials  of  Multiple  Persons  -  In 
cases  in  which  a  number  of  persons  have 
engaged  in  the  same  offence  at  the  same 
time  and  place,  their  trials  may  be  com- 
bined into  one  trial  for  the  same  offense. 
The  presiding  officer  shall  make  the  de- 
termination on  combination  of  trials. 

Section  3  b)  should  now  read:  Oaths  - 
The  administration  of  oaths  shall  not  be 
required.  At  the  beginning  of  the  trial, 
the  presiding  officer  shall  remind  all  par- 
ties of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
Church  membership  (H  219)  and/or  the 
clergy  covenant  (Tfll  306.4/and  325). 

Section  3.  b  c),  e<l),  d  e),  e  f),  f  g),  g  h),  h 
i). 

New  Section  3. e)  add  the  following  to  the 
end  of  the  paragraph:  The  presiding  offi- 
cer shall  remain  and  preside  until  the  de- 
cision is  rendered  and  the  findings  are 
completed  and  shall  thereupon  sign  and 
certify  them. 

Section  3.j)  Instructions  and  Charges  - 
The  presiding  officer  shall  not  deliver  a 
charge  reviewing  or  explaining  the  evi- 
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dence  or  setting  Torth  the  merits  of  the 
case.  The  presiding  onicer  shall  express 
no  opinion  on  the  Uh  or  the  facts  while 
the  court  is  deliberating.  If  requested  by 
either  party's  counsel,  the  presiding  ofTi- 
cer  shall  instruct  the  trial  court  on 
Church  law  applicable  to  the  case.  In- 
structions may  be  given  at  the  beginning 
of  the  trial,  during  the  trial,  before  the 
trial  court  begins  deliberations  or  a  com- 
bination of  any  of  these.  If  requested  by 
the  trial  court,  instructions  may  be  given 
during  deliberations.  The  presiding  ofTi- 
cer  shall  not  review  or  explain  the  evi- 
dence or  comment  on  the  merits  of  the 
case. 

Section  4.  1st  paragraph,  third  sentence 
should  read:  If  any  regular  or  alternate 
member  of  the  trial  court  fails  shall  bcun- 
aWe-to  attend  oil  the  sessions  any  part  of 
any  session  at  which  evidence  is  received 
or  oral  argument  is  made  to  the  trial 
court  by  counsel,  that  person  shall  not 
thereafter  be  a  member  of  the  trial  court 
pofticipote  in  or  vote  upon  the  final  dctcimi 
notion  of  the  case,  but  the  rest  of  the  trial 
court  may  proceed  to  judgement. 

Section  4.b)  -Delete  current  4  b)  Instruc- 
tions and  Charges  completely  and  replace 
with  content  of  4  c). 

4  c)  heading  to  read:  Penalties 

Section  7.d.:  Delete  the  word  "profess- 
ing". 

[  1  Concunence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1397-2628 

Subject:  Committee  on  appeals 
may  have  legal  counsel  present 
who  isn't  conference  chancellor 

Committee  Item:  GJ108-2628-A 
Petition: 

30544-GJ-2628-D,  Pg.  767 
Membership:  92;  Present:  71; 
For:  67;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  In  addition  to 
changes  made  in  the  petition: 

Section  la.:  Delete  "for  the  Church". 
Change  "appellate  committee"  to  "appel- 
late body". 

Section  I  b.:  Rewrite  to  read:  "When  any 
appellate  body  shall  reverse  in  whole  or  in 
part  the  fmdings  of  a  committee  on  investi- 
gation or  trial  court,  or  remand  the  case  for  a 
new  hcanng  or  trial,  or  change  the  penalty 
imposed  by  the  trial  court,  it  shall  return  to 
the  convening  officer  a  statement  of  the 
grounds  of  its  action." 

Section  l.g.:  Rewrite  the  last  two  sen- 
tences to  read:  "The  appellate  body  shall  in 
no  case  hear  wimesses.   It  may  have  legal 


counsel  present,  who  shall  not  be  the  con- 
ference chancellor  for  the  conference  from 
which  the  appeal  is  taken,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  providing  advice  to  the  appellate 
body." 

Section  l.j(l)  &  (2):  Rewrite  to  read: 
j)"The  Church  shall  have  no  right  of  appeal 
from  findings  of  the  trial  court.  In  regard  to 
cases  where  there  is  an  investigation  under 
12626,  but  no  trial  is  held,  egregious  errors 
of  Church  law  or  administration  may  be  ap- 
pealed to  the  jurisdictional  committee  on 
appeals  by  counsel  for  the  Church.  The 
committee  on  investigation's  decision  not 
to  certify  a  bill  of  charges  does  not  alone 
constitute  an  egregious  error  of  Church  law 
or  administration.  When  the  comminee  on 
appeals  shall  find  egregious  errors  of 
Church  law  or  administration  under  this 
part,  it  may  remand  the  case  for  a  new  hear- 
ing, in  which  event  it  shall  return  to  the  chair 
of  the  committee  on  investigation  a  state- 
ment of  the  grounds  of  its  action.  This  is  not 
to  be  double  jeopardy." 

Section  2.a)  ...composed  of  four  (4)  el- 
ders clergy... 

Add  to  end  of  paragraph:  Any  vacancy 
shall  be  Tilled  by  the  College  of  Bishops. 

Section  2.c)  first  sentence:  ...presiding 
officer  of  the  trial  ee««;... 

Third  sentence:  ...occur  within  +3©  180 
days... 

Section  2.d)  ...committee  on  appeals,  in- 
cluding any  cost  for  legal  counsel  re- 
tained to  advise  the  committee,  the 
counsel  for  the  Church,  and  the  counsel  for 
the  appellant,  in  the... 

Add  to  end  of  paragraph:  Expenses  for 
counsel  for  the  Church  shall  be  paid  by 
the  annual  conference.  Such  expenses 
for  counsel  for  the  respondent  shall  be 
paid  by  the  respondent,  unless  in  the  in- 
terest of  fairness,  the  committee  on  ap- 
peals orders  the  annual  conference  to 
reimburse  the  respondent. 

This  porogToph.  as  it  related  to  the  pro 
oess  for  nomination,  appointment,  or  elec 
tien — ef — individuals, — officers. — courts; 
administrotive  bodies,  review  bodies,  or 
committees,  shall  become  effective  imme 
diotely  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  1992 
Gencfol  Confefenoc. 

Section  3. a)...  member  convicted  in  by  a 
trial... 

Section  3.c)  Third  sentence:  ...to  serve  on 
the  eeuA  committee. 

1  )  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1398-704 

Subject:  Reporting  of  UM 
General  Agency  Executive  Pay. 

Committee  Item':  GJ152-704-C 


Petition: 

30621-GJ-704-D,  Pg.  717 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1399-705 

Subject:  NYMO  shall  nominate 
10  youth  to  the  jurisdictional 
pool 

Committee  Item:  GJ164-705-C 
Petition: 

30818-GJ-705-D,  Pg.  718 
Membership:  92;  Present:  51; 
For:  5 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1400-7052 

Subject:  Youth  and  voung  adult 
membership  should  be  inclusive 

Committee  Item:  GJ166-705.2-C 
Petition: 

30729-GJ-705.2-D,  Pg.  717 
Membership:  92;  Present:  48; 
For:  48;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1401  7052 

Subject:  Every  general  agency 
to  have  a  member  on  board 
from  Com.  on  Pan  Methodist 
Cooperation 

Committee  Item:  GJ168-705.2-A 
Petition: 

30819-GJ-705.2-D,  Pg.  720 
Membership:  92;  Present:  54; 
For:  47;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  705. 2j:  add  "but  not 
more  than  three"  in  this  first  line 
as  indicated  below.. 

j)  Each  general  agency  shall  elect  at 
least  one,  "but  not  more  than  three*', 
member(t)  with  vote  and  voice  from 
among  the  member  churches  of  theCom- 
mission  on  Pan  Methodist  Cooperation. 
In  addition,  h  It  is  recommended  that  each 
general  agency  elect  at  least  one  member 
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without  vote  from  among  the  other  mem- 
ber churches  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  in  addition  to  members  otherwise 

specified   in 805.2(a  h)  above.   These 

members  would  be  in  addition  to  those 
otherwise  specified  in  — 805.2(a-h) 
above.  The  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con- 
cerns shall  assist  general  agencies  in  their 
compliance  with  this  provision. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1402-906.11 

Subject:  GCOM  responsibilities 

Committee  Item:  GJ175-906.1 1-C 
Petition: 
31248-GJ-906.11-D,Pg.  726 
Membership:  92;  Present:  52; 
For:  52;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1403-906.8 

Subject:  Change  "society"  to 

"the  world" 

Committee  Item:  GJ176-906.8-C 
Petition: 

31247-GJ-906.8-D,Pg.  726 
Membership:  92;  Present:  52; 
For:  52;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1404722 

Subject:  Delete  722 
Committee  Item:  GJ177-722-C 
Petition: 

31169-GJ-722-D,Pg.  1827 
Membership:  92;  Present:  53; 
For:  53;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1405718 

Subject:  Add  the  words  "or 
equivalent" 

Committee  Item:  GJ178-718-C 
Petition: 

31245-GJ-718-D,  Pg.722 
Membership:  92;  Present:  53; 
For:  53;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 


The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1406-906.13 
Subject:  Consult  w/cental 
conierences  about  comparable 
training  sessions 

Committee  Item:  GJl  82-906. 13-C 
Petition: 

31249-GJ-906.13-D,Pg.  726 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1407-907.1 

Subject:  Add  a  youth  between 
12  and  17  from  Northeastern 
and  Western  jurisd's  to  GCOM 

Committee  Item:  GJl 83-907. 1-C 
Petition: 

31251-GJ-907.1-D,Pg.  728 
Membership:  92;  Present:  57; 
For:  38;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  13; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1408-2629.1 

Subject:  Church 

trial — miscellaneous  provisions 

Committee  Item:  GJ 1 84-2629. 1 -C 
Petition: 

30802-GJ-2629.1-D,Pg.  771 
Membership:  92;  Present:  50; 
For:  50;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  1  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1409-26292 

Subject:  Define  who  asks  whom 

to  surrender  clergy  credentials 

Committee  Item:  GJl 85-2629.2- A 
Petition: 
30401-GJ-2629.2-D,Pg.  771 
Membership:  92;  Present:  50; 
For:  49;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Delete  "pro- 
fessing" as  indicated  below.. 


Amend  2629.2: 

. . .  conference)  in  the  case  of  a  local  pas- 
tor or  diaconal  minister  may  permit  with 
drawal;  ask  him  or  her  to  surrender  his 
or  her  credentials  and  will  remove  his  or 
her  name  from  the  roll  of  professing 
members;  in  which  case  the  record  shall  be 
"Withdrawn  under  charges;."  and  that  per 
son's  status  shall  be  the  same  as  if  expelled. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1410-907  1 

Subject:  Add  "or  equivalent" 
after  conf.  council  director 

Committee  Item:  GJl 88-907. 1-C 
Petition: 
31253-GJ-907.1-D,Pg.  729 
Membership:  92;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1411-600 

Subject:  Renumber  para. 
607-625;  and  628 
Committee  Item:  GJ195-600-C 
Petition: 

31258-GJ-600-D,Pg.  778 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  57;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1412-365.2 

Subject:  Lengthen  probationary 

time 

Committee  Item:  HE248-365.2-A 
Petition: 

30101-HE-365.2-D,  Pg.  989 
Membership:  108;  Present:  94; 
For:  83;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  8; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  the  last  sentence  of  11365.3 
Diaconal  ministers  who  seek  to  become  or- 
dained deacons  in  full  connection  shall  ap- 
ply before  December  3 1 ,  2004 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1413-411.2 

Subject:  Renewal  leave  of  up  to 

three  months  during  each 

quadrennium 

Committee  Item:  HE266-41 1.2-A 
Petition: 

31156-HE-411.2-D,  Pg.  993 
Membership:  108;  Present:  56; 
For:  56;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  by  removing  last  sentence  of 
paragraph:  This  paragraph  shall  become  ef- 
fective at  the  conclusion  of  the  1996  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

(  I  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale    / 


1414-421 

Subject:  Supervision  by  district 
superintendents 

Comminee  Item:  HE277-42I-C 
Petition: 

30772-HE-421-D,  Pg.  1000 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1415-5635 

Subject:  Change  "preachers'^  to 
"clergy" 

Committee  Item:  HE283-563.5-C 
Petition: 

30779-HE-563.5-D,  Pg.  173 
Membership:  108;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1416-429.6 

Subject:  Director  of 
Connectional  Ministries  replaces 
Conference  Council  Director 

Committee  Item:  HE300-429.6-A 
Petition: 

3I094-HE-429.6-D,  Pg.  1001 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  70;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  429.6: 

When  the  cabinet  considers  matters  relat- 
ing to  coordination,  implementation,  or  ad- 
ministration of  the  conference  program,  and 
other  matters  as  the  cabinet  and  d-Director 
of  Council  on  Ministries,  or  equivalent, 
may  determine,  the  oonference  council  di- 
rector shall  be  present.  The  director  shall 
not  be  preoent  during  the  oobinot  diDoussion 


on  niattef9  related  to  the  making  of  oppoint- 
[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1417-328.1 

Subject:  Elders  shall  be 
continued  unless  granted  an 
incapacitv  leave 
Committee  Item:  HE3 12-328. 1-C 
Petition: 

30407-HE-328.1-D,  Pg.  963 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1418-705.2 

Subject:  Increase  membership 

number  in  GCUMM 

Committee  Item:  IC85-705.2-A 
Petition: 

30282-IC-705.2-D,  Pg.  719 
Membership:  73;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Petition 
30282-IC-705.2D:  ammend  to  g)667 

[ )  Concurrence  ( J  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1419-NonDis 

Subject:  Public  education  and 

the  Church  in  the  USA 

Committee  Item: 
F0133-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

30848-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  536 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  99; 
For:  96;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Amend  third  paragraph  of  resolution  to 
read: 

Historically,  education,  poriioulofly  the 
obility  to  read  the  Bible,  has  been  held  to  be 
e99cntial  contribute  to  the  development  of 
religious  faith.  ... 

Amend  "IV"  title  to  read: 


IV  What  the  Local  and  Notionol  Church 
Can  Do 

Amend  first  paragraph  of  Section  IV  to 
read: 

Local  churches  and  all  commu- 
nities of  faith  must  become  better 
informed  about  the  needs  of  the 
public  schools  in  their  communities 
and  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 
Without  Only  through  adequate 
information,  we  cannot  can  we  de- 
fend public  education  and  the  dem- 
ocratic heritage  which  it  supports. 
Without  Full  Knowledge  of  our  reli- 
gious and  democratic  traditions^w* 
cannot  help  us  ensure  that  those 
elected  to  school  boards  ... 

Amend  remaining  items  to  read: 

2.   Monitoring  reform  efforts  in 
public  schools,  mcluding  the  cre- 


ation of  charter  and  magnet  schools, 
of  schools-within-schools,  and  of 
classes  sized  to  best  advantage 
serve  all  children. 

3.  Honoring  teachers  for  the  cru- 
cial work  they  do  and  for  being  role 
models  for  with  young  people;  and 
advocating  for  appropriate  sala- 
ries commensurate  witn  their  vital 
role  in  society. 

4.  Encouraging  young  people 
of  our  congregations  to  enter  the 
teaching  profession. 

Renumber  remaining  items  ac- 
cordingly: 

4  5.  Encouraging  school  librar- 
ies to  provide  quality  materials,  In- 
cluding those  of  religious 
perspectives,  that  will  broaden  stu- 
dents' understanding  of  human  life 
all  over  the  world. 
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$  6.  Insisting  that  all  curricula 
present  the  best  textbooks  and 
teaching  at  ail  levels  acknowledg- 
ing that,  through  our  religious  faith, 
we  encourage  children  to  read,  to 
imagine,  and  to  understand  the 
many  wonders  of  God's  world  cre- 
ation. 

7.  Encouraging  teaching  about 
religion  as  an  essential  dimension 
in  the  development  of  civilization. 

8.  Encouraging  teaching  basic 
character  and  civic  virtues  such 
as  honesty,  truthfulness,  and  re- 
spect for  life  and  property. 

6  9. 

7  10.  Encouraging  the  use  of 
curricula  in  all  schools  that  reflect 
the  role  of  the  many  racial,  Mid  eth- 
nic, and  religious  groups  m  the  his- 
tory and  culture  of  the  United 
States. 

811. 

912. 

-W13. 

4414. 

4-215.  Advocating  at  the  state 
and  local  level  for  adequate  public 
school  funding  and  equitable  distri- 
bution of  state  funds;  and  support- 
ing efforts  to  end  unjust  educational 
disparities  between  rich  and  poor 
communities. 

Change:  13  to  16,  14  to  17,  15  to 
18,  16  to  19,  17  to  20,  18  to  21,  and 
19  to  22. 

Everything  else  left  the  same. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1420-NonDis 

Subject:  Quadrennial  report  of 

the  work  of  the  GCOM 

Committee  Item: 
GJ125-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31415-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  576 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

(  I  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1421-NonDis 

Subject:  Bible  study  centered  on 
"Fulfilling  Christ's  Mission  in 
the  Life  of  the  UMC" 

Committee  Item: 
GJ126-NonDis-C 


Petition: 

31391-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  593 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1422-NonDis 

Subject:  Fulfllling  Christ's 

mission  in  the  life  of  the  UMC 

Committee  Item: 
GJ127-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31414-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  567 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1423-NonDis 

Subject:  World  Service  special 

gifts  program 

Committee  Item: 
GJI32-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31397-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  61 1 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1424-NonDis 

Subject:  Cooperative  parish 

ministries 

Committee  Item: 
GJ133-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31396-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  608 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1425-NonDis 

Subject:  General  agenc}[ 

headquarters/staff  location 

Committee  Item: 

GJ134-NonDis-C 

Petition: 


31398-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  612 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  59;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1426-NonDis 

Subject:  Church's  Center  for 

Theology  and  Public  Policy 

Committee  Item: 
GJ135-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31399-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  615 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  59;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1427-NonDis 

Subject:  Report  on  National 

Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministries 

Committee  Item: 
GJ136-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31408-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  659 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1428-NonDis 

Subject:  Report  on  Spanish 

language  resources 

Committee  Item: 
GJ137-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31409-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  658 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1429-NonDis 

Subject:  Report  of  the  Advance 

for  Christ  &  His  Church 

Committee  Item: 
GJ138-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
31407-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  655 
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Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
ciurence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nooconcunence  D>te   / 


1430-NonDis 

Subject:  GCOM  ethnic  local 

church  concerns  cominittee 

Committee  Item: 
GJ139-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31406-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  647 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  NoncoiKunence  Date   / 


1431-NonDis 
Subject:  GCOM's 
relationship/support  for 
National  Assoc,  of  Conference 
Council  Directors 
Committee  Item: 
GJ140-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31405-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  645 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nooconcunence  Date   / 


1432-NonDis 

Subject:  Consultations  w/annual 

conference  leadership  teams 

Committee  Item: 
GJ141-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31404-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  644 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1433-NonDis 

Subject:  Process  for  develop't  of 
rec.  for  theme,  missional 
priorities  and  special  programs 

Committee  Item: 
GJ142-NonDis-C 


Petition: 

31416-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  638 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concunence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1434-NonDis 

Subject:  Evaluation  of  ^en'l 

Erogram  related  agencies  and 
ieiTl  Com/Communication  & 
GCArchives  and  History 
Committee  Item: 
GJ143-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31401-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  622 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  retommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1435-NonDis 

Subject:  Removal  of  time-dated 

resolutions 

Committee  Item: 
GJI44-NonDis-A 
Petition: 

31400-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  617 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended  as  follows: 

Delete  #1 1  from  The  Social  Commu- 
nity section. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1436-NonDis 

Subject:  Recto  GCFA  re  World 
Service  Fund  allocation  to  een'l 
prog,  agencies  for  2001-20(M 
quadrennium 
Committee  Item: 
GJ145-NonDis-C 
Petition: 
31417-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  666 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  59;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 


1437-NonDis 

Subject:  Grants  from  World 

Service  Contingency  Fund, 

1997—2000 

Committee  Item: 
GJ146-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31413-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  664 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1438-NonDis 

Subject:  Interagency  task  force 

on  legislation 

Committee  Item: 
GJ147-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31412-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  663 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1439-NonDis 

Subject:  Trainiiv^  events  for  new 

DS's  and  Conf.  Council 

Directors 

Committee  Item: 
GJ148-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

3141 1-GJ-NonDis-0,  Pg.  662 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1440-NonDis 

Subject:  Quadrennial  joint 

training  events 

Committee  Item: 
GJ149-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31410-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  661 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

( )  ConcunerKe  [  ]  Nooconcunence  Date   / 
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1441-R619 

Subject:  In  opposition  to 
building  radar  in  Lajas  Valley 
&  the  town  of  Vieques,  Puerto 
Rico 

Committee  Item:  GM82-R619-A 
Petition: 

30522-GM-R619-U,  Pg.  150 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  57; 
For:  54;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended  as  follows: 

Retain  resolution,  p.  619,  Book  of  Reso- 
lutions with  an  amendment  as  follows: 

Amend  the  title:  In  Opposition  to  Build- 
ing a  Radar  in  the  Laajoa  Valley  Juana  Diaz 
and  the  Town  of  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico 

WHEREAS,  the  United  States 
Marines  Department  of  Defense  has 
decided  to  use  70  percent  of  the  fertile 
Valley  of  Lajas  to  build  a  radar  station^ 
which  would  nullify  use  of  the  land  for 
agricultural  purposes;  and  in  Juana 
Diaz  and  the  town  of  Vieques,  Puerto 
Rico;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  use  of  this  radar  sta- 
tion is  not  clear  at  the  present  time,  the 
information  being  that  it  will  be  used  to 
detect  planes  coming  from  South 
America  with  drug  cargo;  and 

WHEREAS,  this  radar  station  will 
not  only  take  the  Valley  of  Lajas  but 
will  be,  in  part,  located  in  the  island 
town  of  Vieques,  where  the  operation 
of  such  equipment  would  generate  ra 
diation  in  such  a  way  that  the  land,  air, 
and  maritime  life  of  this  island  will  be 
in  danger  of  becoming  extinct;  and 

WHEREAS,  all  the  diverse  political, 
social,  and  religious  communities  of 
Puerto  Rico  have  spoken  against  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  a  radar  station  in 
Puerto  Rico;  and 

WHEREAS,  studies  made  in  the 
United  States  have  proven  the 
ineffectuality  of  this  kind  of  installa- 
tion for  the  purpose  designated;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  problem  of  drug  ad- 
diction and  drug  trafficking  are  by  na- 
ture moral  and  social  problems  needing 
that  kind  of  approach  for  a  solution  in- 
stead of  a  technological  one;  and 


WHEREAS,  the  bishop  of  the  Affili- 
ated Autonomous  Methodist  Church  of 
Puerto  Rico,  pastors,  and  lay  leaders  of 
the  Church  are  actively  participating, 
from  their  faith  perspective,  in  this  ef- 
fort to  oppose  the  building  of  this  radar 
station; 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  the 
General  Conference  support 

MARCHA  (Methodists  Associated 
Representing  her  Cause  of  Hispanic 
Americans)  and  those  sectors  of  the 
Puerto  Rican  society  that  oppose  the 
building  of  the  aforementioned  read 
station,  and  that  copies  of  this  resolu- 
tion be  sent  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  governor 
of  Puerto  Rico,  the  media  and  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Puerto  Rico. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1442-R241 

Subject:  Resolution  of  intent 

with  a  view  to  unity 

Committee  Item:  IC67-R241-A 
Petition: 
30533-IC-R241-U,Pg.  1396 
Membership:  73;  Present:  73; 
For:  68;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended  as  follows: 

Delete  current  text  and  title,  "Ecumenical 
Interpretations  of  Doctrinal  Standards"  and 
replace  with  the  following  new  title  and 
text,  p.  241,  Book  of  Resolutions: 

Resolution  of  Intent — With  a  View  to 
Unity 

Whereas,  it  is  common  knowledge  that 
the  context  of  the  original  Thirty-Nine 
Articles  (1563 — and  specincally  Articles 
XIV,  XIX,  XXI,  XXII,  XXIV,  XXV, 
XXVIII,  XXX,^ea,  XXI)  was  bitterly 
polemical,  it  is  of  prime  importance  in  an 
ecumenical  age  that  they  should  be  re- 
considered and  reassessed.  They  were 
aimed,  deliberately,  at  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  in  a  time  of  reckless  strife, 
and  were  a  mix  of  the  theological  and 
nontheological  convictions  of  embattled 
schismatics  fighting,  as  they  believed,  for 
national  survival  and  evangelical  truth. 
John  Wesley's  hasty  abridgement  (1784) 


of  the  original  Thirty-Nine  Articles 
(down  to  twenty-four)  retained  seven  out 
of  the  ten  of  these  antiRoman  references 
(XIV,  XV,  XVI,  fXVH]  XVIII,  XIX,  XX, 
XXI)  in  his  enumeration.  This  reflects  his 
conviction  as  to  their  applicability  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  as  he  perceived 
it  at  the  time.  This  much  must  be  recog- 
nized and  acknowledged  as  belonging  to 
our  inheritance  from  our  Anglican-Wes- 
leyan  past. 

It  is,  however,  one  of  the  virtues  of  his- 
torical insight  that  it  enables  persons,  in  a 
later  age,  to  recognize  the  circumstances 
of  earlier  events  and  documents  without 
being  slavishly  bound  to  their  historical 
evaluation,  especially  in  a  subsequent  ep- 
och when  relationships  have  been  radi- 
cally altered.  Such  a  transvaluation  will 
enable  us  freely  to  relegate  the  polemics 
in  these  articles  (and  the  anathemas  of 
Trent,  as  well)  to  our  memories  "Of  old, 
unhappy,  far-off  tales/And  battles  long 
ago"  and  to  rejoice  in  the  positive  con- 
temporary relationships  that  are  being 
developed  between  The  United  Method- 
ist Church  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  at  levels  both  official  and  unoffi- 
cial. 

Therefore,  be  it  hereby  resolved  that 
we  declare  it  our  official  intent  hence- 
forth to  interpret  all  our  Articles,  Con- 
fession and  other  "standards  of 
doctrine"  in  consonance  with  our  best  ec- 
umenical insights  and  judgment,  as  these 
develop  in  the  light  of  the  Resolution  of 
the  1968  General  Conference  on  "The 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Cause  of 
Christian  Unity"  {The  Book  of  Resolu- 
tions, 1968,  pages  65—72).  This  implies, 
at  the  very  least,  our  heartiest  offer  of 
goodwill  and  Christian  community  to  all 
our  Roman  Catholic  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, in  the  avowed  hope  of  the  day  when 
all  bitter  memories  (ours  and  theirs)  will 
have  been  redeemed  by  the  gift  of  the 
fullness  of  Christian  unity,  from  the  God 
and  [CreatorlFather  of  our  common 
Lord,  Jesus  Christ  (Journal  of  the  1970 
General  Conference,  The  United  Method- 
ist Church,  p  255). 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1443  64 

Subject:  Give  greater  attention 
to  the  discoveries  of  science  in 

Sace 
)mniittee  Item:  FOl  19-64-N 
Petitions: 

31623-FO-64-D,  Pg.  1278; 

31624-FO-64-D,  Pg.  1278; 

31625-FO-64-D,  Pg.  1279; 

31626-FO-64-D,  Pg.  1279 
Membership:  116;  Present:  100; 
For:  99;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

( ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1444-65 

Subject:  "Assisted  suicide^'  is 
not  consistent  w/God's  ideals 
and  we  don't  support  it 

Committee  Item:  FO120-65-N 
Petition: 

31716-FO-65-D,  Pg.  486 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  99; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1445-65.G 

Subject:  Need  age  appropriate 
se.x  education 

Comminee  Item:  F0121-65.G-N 
Petition: 

31067-FO-65.G-D,Pg.  500 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  95; 
For:  94;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1446-NonDis 

Subject:  Restore  historical 

section  to  BOD 

Committee  Item: 

F0122-NonDis-N 

Petitions: 

30491-FO-63-C,  Pg.  473; 

31118-FO-63-C,  Pg.  1275; 

31618-FO-61-D,  Pg.  473; 

31619-FO-62-D,  Pg.  1275; 

31621-FO-63-D,  Pg.  1276; 

31822-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1343 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  97; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/10 


The  Comminee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

( 1  Concurrence  ( )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1447-70 

Subject:  Delete  this  paragraph 

Committee  Item:  FO124-70-N 
Petitions: 

30213-FO-O-D,  Pg.  1276; 

31050-FO-O-D,  Pg.  543; 

31051-FO-64-D,  Pg.  1277; 

31605-FO-0-D,Pg.  1277; 

31622-FO-64-D,  Pg.  1277; 

31685-FO-70-D,Pg.  517; 

31686-FO-70-D,Pg.  517 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  97; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuiience  Date   / 


1448-63 

Subject:  Clergy  required  to 

uphold  doctrine  in  accord  with 

Constitution,  Restrictive  Rules 

&  ordination  vows 

Committee  Item:  F0125-63-N 

Petitions: 

30267-FO-304.1-D,  Pg.  525; 

30482-FO-304.1-D,Pg.  521; 

31419-FO-110-D,Pg.  518; 

31620-FO-63-D,Pg.  1275 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  98; 
For:  97;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1449-NonDis 

Subject:  Include  definition  of 

word  "discipleship"  in  CPT 

report 

Committee  Item: 

F0127-NonDis-N 

Petitions: 

30175-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  529 
30666-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  535 
31283-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  546 
31356-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  547 
31385-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  550; 
31540-FO-R694-U,  Pg.  562; 
31688-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  551; 
31775-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1829; 
31843-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1292 

Membership:  1 16;  Present:  96; 

For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 

Date:  5/10 


The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1450-NonDis-! 

Subject:  GC  commission  a  panel 

to  rewrite  Social  Principles 

Committee  Item: 
F0128-NonDis-N! 
Petitions: 
30046-FO-NonDis-U,  Pg.  527; 


1887; 


544; 
1827; 
552; 
.  532; 

'1889 


30107-FO-NonDis-O,  Pe 

30207-FO-Rl-U,  Pg.  53( 

31277-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg. 

31386-FO-NonDis-0,Pg. 

31704-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg. 

31793-FO-NonDis-0!,Pe 

31803-FO-69-D,  Pg.  128? 

31988-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg. 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  90; 
For:  89;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1 ; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1451-R570 

Subject:  Religious  Liberty 

Committee  Item:  FO129-RJ570-R 
Petition: 

31702-FO-R570-U,  Pg.  560 
Membership:  116;  Present:  96; 
For:  95;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  refer-' 
ral  to  General  Board  of  Global  Minis-) 
tries 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1452-NonDis 
Subject:  Concerning  the 
Meaning  of  the  Social  Principles 

Committee  Item: 
FO130-NonDis-R 
Petition: 

31990-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1890 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  90; 
For:  88;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  refer- 
ral to  General  Council  on  Ministries  as 
originally  submitted. 

(  ]  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


2232 


Consent  Calendar  C06 


May  11,2000 


1453-115 

Subject:  UMs  commit  to 

Doctrinal  Standards,  to  God  as 

Father  and  Jesus  as  the  only 

Savior 

Committee  Item:  F0135-1 15-N 

Petitions: 

30877-FO-115-D,  Pg.  518; 

31048-FO-63-D,  Pg.473; 

31796-FO-60-D,  Pg.  1275; 

31972-FO-115-D,  Pg.  1889 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  97; 
For:  96;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1454-16 

Subject:  Clarify  procedure  for 
amendment  of  Restrictive  Rules 

Committee  Item:  GJl  18-16-N 
Petition: 

31617-GJ-16-C,Pg.  709 
Membership:  92;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1455-NonDis 

Subject:  Retain  six  special 

Sundays  with  church-wide 

offerings 

Committee  Item: 
GJ121-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30871-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  459 
Membership:  92;  Present:  51; 
For:  50;  Against:  1 ;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1456-57 

Subject:  Allow  changes  to  Bk  of 
Discipline  to  occur 
simultaneously  to  change  in  the 
constitution 

Committee  Item:  GJ123-57-N 
Petition: 
31047-GJ-57-C,Pg.  709 
Membership:  92;  Present:  43; 
For:  42;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 


The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1457-701 

Subject:  Heart  of  connectionai 
life  IS  that  which  gathers  people 
at  a  common  table 

Committee  Item:  GJl 28-70 1-N 
Petition: 
31122-GJ-701-D,Pg.  715 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  59;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1458-NonDis 

Subject:  Reorganize  BOD  into 

four  parts 

Committee  Item: 
GJ129-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31814-GJ-NonDis-0,Pg.  1342 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  59;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1459-NonDis 

Subject:  Change  title  of  BoD  to 
"The  Book  of  Doctrines  and 
Discipline  of  the  UMC" 

Committee  Item: 
GJ130-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31762-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  784 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  57;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 


The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1461-701.3 

Subject:  Move  general  agencies 

once  every  ten  years  to  a  new 

jurisdiction 

Committee  Item:  GJl 50-70 1.3-N 
Petition: 

31010-GJ-701.3-D,Pg.  714 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  59;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1462-705.1 

Subject:  All  members  of  genM 
agencies  shall  be  elected  by 
jurisdictional  &  central  conf 
+2/3  lay,  1/3  clergy 

Committee  Item:  GJl 5 1-705. 1-N 
Petition: 

30951-GJ-705.1-D,  Pg.  718 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1463-703.13 

Subject:  Gen'l  agency  staff  shall 

fiay  their  own  way  to  GC  except 
or  agency  gen'l  sec'ty 

Committee  Item:  GJl 53-703. 13-N 
Petition: 

30950-GJ-703.13-D,Pg.  716 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  56;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  /  [  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1460-55 

Subject:  Judicial  Council 
decisions  may  be  reconsidered  if 
2/3  of  GC  vote  to  modify 

Committee  Item:  GJ131-55-N 
Petition: 

31616-GJ-55-C,Pg.  781 
Membership:  92;  Present:  57; 
For:  57;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 


1464-702.4 

Subject:  Question  or  concern 
about  fiscal  accountability 
require  a  copy  to  GCFA 

Committee  Item:  GJ154-702.4-N 
Petition: 

31165-GJ-702.4-D,Pg.  716 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 
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The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


1465-702 

Subject:  Staff  of  genM  agencies 
shall  uphold  traditional 
standard  of  sexual  moralit>' 
Committee  Item:  GJ156-702-N 
Petition: 

30949-GJ-702-D,  Pg.  715 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  54;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  I  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1466-702 

Subject:  All  gen'l  agency  staff 
shall  affirm  classical 
Christianity 

Committee  Item:  GJ157-702-N 
Petition: 

30947-GJ-702-D,  Pg.  715 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5  9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1467-705.2 

Subject:  General  agency  staff 
should  include  different  political 
&  doctrinal  perspectives 
Committee  Item:  GJl 58-705. 2-N 
Petition: 

3I011-GJ-705.2-D,  Pg.  719 
Membership:  92;  Present:  57; 
For:  56;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

1 1  Concurmvce  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale    ' 


1468705 

Subject:  Limits  genM  agency 
board  membership  to  40 

Committee  Item:  GJ165-705-N 
Petition: 

31541-GJ-705-D,  Pg.  718 
Membership:  92;  Present:  48; 
For:  48;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 


( J  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

1469-7052 

Subject:  Add  paragraph 
numbers  222.5  and  231.2 
Committee  Item:  GJi67-705.2-N 
Petition: 

30376-GJ-705.2-D,  Pg.  720 
Membership:  92;  Present:  51; 
For:  51;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

( 1  ConcuneiKe  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1470-707 

Subject:  Regarding  roll  call 

votes  for  gen'l  ch.  agencies 

Committee  Item:  Gjr69-707-N 
Petition: 

30952-GJ-707-D,  Pg.  720 
Membership:  92;  Present:  55; 
For:  55;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1471-710.3 

Subject:  Limit  gen'l  agency 
board  membership  term  to  three 
consecutive  terms 

Committee  Item:  GJl 70-7 10.3-N 
Petition: 

31542-GJ-710.3-D,  Pg.  720 
Membership:  92;  Present:  55; 
For:  54;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  ConcunerKe  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   I 


1472-713 

Subject:  Gen'l  sec'ty  of  gen'l 
agency  shall  be  elected 
quadr'enniallv  by  ballot 

Committee  Item:'GJ  1 7 1  -7 1 3-N 
Petition: 

31242-GJ-713-D,  Pg.  721 
Membership:  92;  Present:  54; 
For:  48;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  I  Concurrence  (  ]  NonconcurreiKe  Dale   / 


1473-714.1 

Subject:  Delete  714.1 

Committee  Item:  GJl 72-7 14. 1-N 
Petition: 

31243-GJ-714.1-D,  Pg.  1827 
Membership:  92;  Present:  55; 
For:  53;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1474-714 

Subject:  GS  vacancy  search  to 
occur  as  soon  as  practical  &  that 
person  will  serve  the  remainder 
of  the  term 

Committee  Item:  GJ173-714-N 
Petition: 

31244-GJ-714-D,  Pg.  721 
Membership:  92;  Present:  54; 
For:  53;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1475-714.6 

Subject:  General  agency  staff 
shall  be  professing  menibers  of 
the  UM<^ 

Committee  Item:  GJl 74-7 14.6-N 
Petition: 

30378-GJ-714.6-D,  Pg.  721 
Membership:  92;  Present:  54; 
For:  52;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  NonconcurreiKe  Dale   / 


1476-714.6 
Subject:  Membership 
requirements  for  general 
agencies 

Cximmittee  Item:  GJl 79-7 14.6-N 
Petition: 

30820-GJ-714.6-D,  Pg.  721 
Membership:  92;  Present:  55; 
For:  52;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  I  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1477-906.16 

Subject:  Gen'l  sec'ty  shall  be 

elected  quadrennially 

Committee  Item:  GJl  80-906. 16-N 
Petition: 

31250-GJ-906.16-D,  Pg.  726 
Membership:  92;  Present:  63; 
For:  61;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1478-907 

Subject:  Gen'l  agencies  meet  at 
least  two  times  annually  plus 
executive  comm.  meet  four  times 
annually 

Committee  Item:  GJ181-907-N 
Petition: 

31553-GJ-907-D,  Pg.  726 
Membership:  92;  Present:  60; 
For:  60;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1479-907.1 
Subject:  Director  of 
connectional  Ministries  shall  be 
elected  as  a  voting  member  of 
the  council 

Committee  Item:  GJl 87-907. 1-N 
Petition: 

31095-GJ-907.1-D,  Pg.  729 
Membership:  92;  Present:  63; 
For:  63;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1480-907.7 

Subject:  GS  and  Assoc.  GS  shall 

be  elected  quadrennially 

Committee  Item:  GJ191-907.7-N 
Petition: 

31255-GJ-907.7-D,  Pg.  729 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1481-NonDis 

Subject:  Eliminate  The  Book  of 

Resolutions 

Committee  Item: 
GJ192-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
30268-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  774 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1482-NonDis 

Subject:  GCOM  or  successor 
consult  w/bishops  about  process 
of  appointment 

Committee  Item: 
GJ193-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31368-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  780 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  57;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1483-0 

Subject:  Reduce  gen'l  agency 
members  by  2/3 

Committee  Item:  GJ194-0-N 
Petition: 
31263-GJ-0-D,Pg.  778 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  57;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1484-NonDis 

Subject:  Votes  of  delegates  be 

made  available 

Committee  Item: 
GJ196-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31732-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  783 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  57;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1485-NonDis 

Subject:  Print  detailed  petitions 

in  Advance  OCA 

Committee  Item: 
GJ197-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31387-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  781 
Membership:  92;  Present:  59; 
For:  57;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1486-701 

Subject:  Program  agencies  are 
US  with  limited  general  church 
responsibilities 

Committee  Item:  GJl 98-70 1-N 
Petition: 

31872-GJ-701-D,Pg.  1333 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  56;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1487-713 

Subject:  Ad  "general  secretary" 

Committee  Item:  GJl 99-7 13-N 
Petition: 

31877-GJ-713-D,Pg.  1334 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  48;  Against:  8;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1488-702.1 

Subject:  Official  UMC  agencies 
must  faithfully  represent  the 
UM  doctrinal  statement  & 
Articles  of  Religion 

Committee  Item:  GJ20 1-702. 1-N 
Petition: 

31873-GJ-702.1-D,  Pg.  1334 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  52;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


I 
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1489-NonDis 
Subject:  Composition  of 
jurisdictional  pool  shall  include 
one  or  more  persons  with  an 
obvious  disability 
Committee  Item: 
GJ203-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31947-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1658 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  57;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  1  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1490  6311 

Subject:  AC  shall  organize  a  bd 
of  global  ministries  or  other 
structure  to  provide  for  these 
functions 

Committee  Item:  GM60-631.I-N 
Petition: 

31228-GM-631.1-D,  Pg.  865 
Membership:  113;  Present:  91; 
For:  91;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 


1491-NonDis 

Subject:  Establish  an  official 
ministry  to  persons  who  are 
deaf,  hard-of-hearing, 
deaf-blind 
Committee  Item: 
GM83-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30695-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  776 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  57; 
For:  57;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

I  )  Concunence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1492  340 

Subject:  Local  pastors  can  be 
appointed  as  chaplains  to 
institutions 

Committee  Item:  HE229-340-R 
Petition: 

31478-HE-340-D,  Pg.  971 
Membership:  108;  Present:  91; 
For:  88;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 


The  Committee  recommends  refer- 
ral to:  General  Board  or  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  Ministry 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1493-411 

Subject:  Renewal  leave  and 
leaves  of  absence 

Committee  Item:  HE267-41 1-N 
Petition: 

30768-HE-411-D,  Pg.  992 
Membership:  108;  Present:  58; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  I  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1494-306.4 

Subject:  Delete  footnote  #2  of 

paragraph  306 

Committee  Item:  HE268-306.4-N 
Petition: 

30220-HE-306.4-D,  Pg.  946 
Membership:  108;  Present:  85; 
For:  76;  Against:  9;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1495-4322 

Subject:  DS  shall  determine 
annually  if  pastor  continues  to 
meet  ordination  criteria 

Committee  Item:  HE270-432.2-N 
Petition: 

30668-HE-432.2-D,  Pg.  1002 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  NonconcurreiKC  Date   / 


1496-NonDis 

Subject:  Guidelines  for  baptism 

of  marginalized  persons  by  UM 

clergy 

Committee  Item: 
HE271-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31703-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1033 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 


The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

( )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcuirence  Dale   / 

1497-430 

Subject:  Appointment  making 
responsibhties 

Committee  Item:  HE272-430-N 
Petitions: 

30042-HE-430.1-D,  Pg.  1002; 

30159-HE-430.1-D,  Pg.  1002; 

30775-HE-430-D,  Pg.  1001 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1498-659 

Subject:  Elder  on  DCOM 
shouldn't  review  a  candidate 
from  her/his  charge 

Committee  Item:  HE273-659-N 
Petitions: 

31538-HE-659-D,Pg.  1008; 

31539-HE-659-D,  Pg.  1008 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1499-NonDis 
Subject:  GC  to  set  up  study 
team  to  examine  clergy 
deployment  &  rewrite  430-434 

Comiriittee  Item: 
HE274-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31 120-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1030 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1500-635 

Subject:  AC  episcopacy 
committee  shall  evaluate  bishop 
using  same  tool  used  to  evaluate 
pastors 

Committee  Item:  HE275-635-N 
Petition: 

31536-HE-635-D,  Pg.  1007 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
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For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

I  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1501  6332 

Subject:  BoM  visit  seminaries 
annually  to  both  maintain 
contact  and  recruit 

Committee  Item:  HE276-633.2-N 
Petitions: 

31533-HE-633.1-D,  Pg.  1006; 

31534-HE-633.2-D,Pg.  1006 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

I  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1502-418 

Subject:  DS  term  extension  shall 
be  by  re-election 

Committee  Item:  HE278-418-N 
Petition: 

31502-HE-418-D,Pg.  1000 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1503-416.7 

Subject:  Files  used  in  action 
against  a  pastor  shall  be 
available  to  that  pastor 

Committee  Item:  HE279-416.7-N 
Petition: 

31500-HE-416.7-D,Pg.  999 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  J  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1504-414.3 

Subject:  Responsibilities  of 
Bishops  to  Give  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  Leadership 

Committee  Item:  HE280-414.3-N 
Petition: 

31983-HE-414.3-D,Pg.  1892 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 


Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1505-417 

Subject:  Eliminate  references  to 
mandatory  retirement 

Committee  Item:  HE281-417-N 
Petition: 

31996-HE-417-D,Pg.  2030 
Membership:  108;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1506-412 

Subject:  Term  episcopacy 
prevails  in  all  conference  not  to 
exceed  8  consecutive  years 

Committee  Item:  HE282-4I2-N 
Petition: 
31497-HE-412-D,Pg.  993 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1507-335 

Subject:  Make  change  so  BOM 
not  unnecessarily  involved  in  the 
appointive  process 

Committee  Item:  HE284-335-N 
Petition: 

3I474-HE-335-D,Pg.  968 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1508-424 

Subject:  Delete  424 

Committee  Item:  HE285-424-N 
Petition: 

31887-HE-424-D,Pg.  1368 
Membership:  108;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Conmiittee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1509  400 

Subject:  The  Office  of  Presiding 
Bishop 

Committee  Item:  HE286-400-N 
Petition: 

31006-HE-400-D,  Pg.  1028 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1510-432 

Subject:  No  appointment  shall 
be  made  that  requires  pastor  to 
live  apart  from  spouse 

Committee  Item:  HE287-432-N 
Petition: 

31889-HE-432-D,Pg.  1368 
Membership;  108;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1511-333.1 

Subject:  Each  one  appointed  to 
full-time  service  should  have 
four  weeks  annual  vacation 

Committee  Item:  HE288-333.1-N 
Petition: 

31476-HE-333.1-D,Pg.  968 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1512-315.6 

Subject:  Change  Local  Pastor 
educational  requirements  plus 
add  a  second  educational  option 

Committee  Item:  HE289-315.6-N 
Petition: 

30074-HE-315.6-D,Pg.  953 
Membership:  108;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1513-404 

Subject:  Add:  No  bishop  elected 
or  DS  appointed  unless  thev 
afTirm  tnat  homosexuality  is  not 
God's  will. 

Committee  Item:  HE290-404-N 
Petition: 

30658-HE-404-D,  Pg.  991 
Membership:  108;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Comminee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 


I  I  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrencc  Date 


1514  408 

Subject:  Limit  episcopal  term  to 

t>vo  quadrennium 

Committee  Item:  HE29I-408-N 
Petition: 

30206-HE-408-D,  Pg.  992 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  NoiKoncurrence  Date   / 


1515-410 

Subject:  Retired  bishops  may 
vote  in  council  of  Bishops 

Committee  Item:  HE292-410-N 
Petition: 

31496-HE-410-D,  Pg.  992 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  J  Concurrence  (  |  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1516-4145 

Subject:  Responsibility  of 
bishops  to  uphold  doctrinal 
standards  oi  UMC 

Committee  Item:  HE293-414,5-N 
Petition: 

30934-HE-414,5-D,  Pg.  998 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  66;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  )  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Date    / 


1517-633 

Subject:  Two-thirds  of  ordained 
members  shall  be  seminary 
graduates 

Committee  Item:  HE294-633-N 
Petition: 

31532-HE-633-D,  Pg.  1006 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1518-NonDis 

Subject:  Restore  language  to 
BoD  describing  supcrintendency 
as  in  the  "apostolic  tradition" 

Committee  Item: 
HE295-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31736-HE-NonDis-0,Pg.  1034 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

1519-3381 

Subject:  Clergy  transfers  from 
another  conference  shall 
transfer  their  records  too 

Committee  Item:  HE296-338.1-N 
Petition: 

31099-HE-338.1-D,  Pg.  970 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

1520-315.4 

Subject:  Clergy  candidate 
actively  persue  M.Div  with 
intent  to  become  ordained 

Committee  Item:  HE297-315.4-N 
Petition: 

30079-HE-3I5.4-D,  Pg.  952 
Membership:  108;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Comminee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 


1521-316 

Subject:  Three-fourths  vote  of 

approval  for  commissioning 

Committee  Item:  HE29H-316-N 
Petition: 

3I46I-HE-316-D,  Pg.955 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  70;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1522-429.6 

Subject:  Conf.  council  director 
or  equivalent  be  present  when 
cabinet  works  on  admin  of  conf. 
program 

Committee  Item:  HE299-429.6-N 
Petition: 

31218-HE-429.6-D,  Pg.  1001 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  68;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  NonconcurrerKe  Dale   / 


1523-315.6 

Subject:  Complete  60  semester 

hours  for  B.A.  credit. 

Committee  Item:  HE301-315.6-N 
Petition: 

30609-HE-315.6-D,  Pg.  953 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  71;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  J  Concurrence  (  ]  Nonconcurrencc  Date   / 


1524-315.4 

Subject:  Complete  1/2  of  the 

work  required  for  MDiv. 

Committee  Item:  HE302-3I5.4-N 
Petition: 

30608-HE-3I5.4-D,  Pg.  954 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  66;  Against:  5;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  I  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcunence  Dtte  I 


I  ]  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 
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1525-349 

Subject:  Sabbatical  may  be 
granted  to  those  in  a  less  than 
full-time  appt  that's  equivalent 
to  six  years 

Committee  Item:  HE303-349-R 
Petition: 

30553-HE-349-D,  Pg.  978 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  refer- 
ral to:  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  Ministry 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1526-349 

Subject:  Sabbatical  leave 

allowances  for  less  than  full  time 

Committee  Item:  HE304-349-N 
Petition: 

31902-HE-349-D 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1527-351.1 

Subject:  Appeals  to  involuntary 
leave  of  absence  shall  be  to 
jurisdictional  appellate 
committee 

Committee  Item:  HE305-351.1-N 
Petition: 

31904-HE-351.1-D,  Pg.  1364 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1528-351.4 

Subject:  Remove  wording  that  is 
contradictory  to  a  true 
voluntary  leave  of  absence 

Committee  Item:  HE306-351.4-N 
Petition: 

31481-HE-351.4-D,Pg.  979 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1529-351.1 

Subject:  Verify  grounds  for 
admin,  review  and  pastor  has 
right  of  appeal  to  JCD  within  30 
days  of  review 

Committee  Item:  HE307-35 1 . 1  -N 
Petition: 

30917-HE-351.1-D,  Pg.  1826 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recoimnends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1530-351 

Subject:  Leave  of  absence  may 
be  granted  between  annual 
conferences 

Committee  Item:  HE308-351-N 
Petition: 
31903-HE-351-D,Pg.  1363 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  69;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1531-306.4 

Subject:  Social  responsiblity  to 
include  abstinence  from  alcohol 
and  tobacco  for  clergy 

Committee  Item:  HE309-306.4-N 
Petition: 

30689-HE-306.4-D,  Pg.  949 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  69;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1532-306.4 

Subject:  Add  para,  that  pastoral 
candidates  must  complete  the 
psychological  assessments  before 
assignment 

Committee  Item:  HE310-306.4-N 
Petition: 

30904-HE-306.4-D,  Pg.  948 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1533-306.2 

Subject:  Candidates  shall  have 
been  member  in  good  standing 
of  a  Christian  Church  for  2yr$ 
before  applying 

Committee  Item:  HE3I1-306.2-N 
Petition: 

31477-HE-306.2-D,Pg.  947 
Membership:  108;  Present:  77; 
For:  77;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1534-433.1 

Subject:  No  change  in  appoint 

intiated  if  Church  Conference 

called  on  same  day  of  Charge 

Conference. 

Committee  Item:  HE313-433.1-N 

Petitions: 

30185-HE-433.1-D,Pg.  1002; 

30662-HE-433.1-D,Pg.  1002; 

31712-HE-433.1-D,Pg.  1003 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 

1535-427 

Subject:  Open  meetings. 

Council  of  Bishops 

Committee  Item:  HE314-427-N 
Petitions: 

30474-HE-427-D,  Pg.  1001; 

31503-HE-427.3-D,Pg.  1001 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date  / 


1536-413 

Subject:  Change  trial  of  bishop 
from  jurisdiction  to 
denominational  level 

Committee  Item:  HE315-413-N 
Petitions: 

30543-HE-413-D,Pg.993; 

30690-HE-413.2-D,  Pg.  997; 

30872-HE-413.3-D,Pg.  998; 

30931-HE-413.1-D,Pg.997; 

30932-HE-413.3-D,Pg.  998; 

30933-HE-413-D,Pg.996; 

3I498-HE-413-D,Pg.  997 
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Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  72;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1537-403 

Subject:  Add  para:  To  be 
elected  bishop  one  must  state 
publicly  belief  in 
Father/Son/Holv  Spirit 

Committee  Item:'  HE3 16-403-N 
Petitions: 

30228-HE-403-D,Pg.  991; 

30659-HE-403-D,  Pg.  991 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  J  Concurrence  [  j  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1538-409.1 

Subject:  Change  bishop's 
retirement  age  to  68 

Committee  Item:  HE31 7-409. 1-N 


Petition: 

31494-HE-409.1-D,  Pg.  992 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1539-415.6 

Subject:  Use  historic  language 
for  the  Holy  Trinity:  Father, 
Son,  and  Holv  Spirit 

Committee  Item:  HE3 18-41 5.6-N 
Petitions: 

30601-HE-415.6-D,  Pg.  988; 

31499-HE-415.5-D,Pg.  998 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1540-417 

Subject:  Elders  elect  DS  by 
secret  ballot  &  3/5  vote  count 


Committee  Item:  HE319-417-N 
Petitions: 

30043-HE-417-D,  Pg.  999; 

31501-HE-417-D,  Pg.  999; 

31886-HE-417-D,  Pg.  1368 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1541-2402.2 

Subject:  Responsible  Relations 

with  the  National  Council  of 

Churches 

Committee  Item:  IC73-2402.2-N 
Petition: 

31980-IC-2402.2-D,  Pg.  1892 
Membership:  73;  Present:  56; 
For:  54;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1542-NonDis-MR$ 
Subject:  Interdenominational 
Cooperation  Fund 

Committee  Item: 
FA32-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30706-FA-NonDis-O$,  Pg.  342 
Membership:  97;  Present:  73; 
For:  39;  Against:  31  ;Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence: 

The  minority  report  would  amend 
the  budget  as  follows: 

Amend  the  budget:  page  344 

Interdenominational      Cooperation 
Fund  Budge 


2001200220032004 

On-Ratio:(000)(000)(000)(000) 

National    Councils    of    Churches/ 
77077077O770 


Regional  Ecumetiical  Organizations665 
66566566S 

World        Council        of       Churches/ 
SOlSOSSiOSlS 

Int'l.  Ecumenical  OrganizationsSOOSOO 
500500 

World  Methodist  Council38S38S38S38S 
500500500500 

Contingency  Reserve  83  84  8587 
73  7992 
[ )  CoiKurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1543-304.1 

Subject:  Ordinands  must 
accept  UMC  doctrine  as  well  as 
discipline 

Committee  Item:  FO  126-304.1 -A 
Petition: 

30899-FO-304.1-D,  Pg.  525 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  98; 
For:  64;  Against:  32;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended  as  follows: 


i)  Be  accountable  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  accept  its  Doctrines 
Doctrinal  Standards  and  Discipline 
and  authority,  accept ... 

I  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1544-0 

Subject:  Social  principles  are  a 
call  to  faithfulness,  not  law 

Committee  Item:  FO132-0-N 
Petition: 

30165-FO-O-D,  Pg.  1816 
Membership:  116;  Present:  100; 
For:  53;  Against:  42;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

Minority  Report: 

Amend  the  preface  of  the  Social  Princi- 
ples, page  84,  third  paragraph,  to  read  as 
follows: 

The  Social  Principles  are  a  prayerful  and 
thoughtful  cfTort  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Conference  to  speak  to  the  human  Issues  in 
the  contemporary  world  from  a  sound  bibli- 
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cal  and  theological  foundation  as  histori- 
cally demonstrated  in  United  Methodist 
traditions.  They  are  a  call  to  faithfulness 
and  are  intended  to  be  instructive  and  per- 
suasive in  the  best  of  the  prophetic  spirit; 
however,  they  are  not  church  law.  The 
Social  Principles  are  a  call  to  all  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  a  prayerful, 
studied  dialogue  of  faith  and  practice. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1 545-427-! 

Subject:  Establish  a  Commisson 

on  Faith  and  Order 

Committee  Item:  F0134-427-A! 

Petition: 
31696-FO-427-D$,  Pg.  551 

Membership:  1 16;  Present:  98; 

For:  87;  Against:  7;  Not  Voting:  4; 

Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended  as  follows: 
Regarding  petition  3 1696,  pg.  551 
Substitute  the  following  for  the  petition: 
Add  a  new  sub-paragraph  at  the  end  of 

11427,  which  would  be  11427.5  and  would 

read  as  follows; 

The  Council  of  Bishops  shall  appoint  a 

Committee  on  Faith  and  Order,  the  purpose 

of  which  shall  be  to  foster  study  and  dia- 
logue within  The  United  Methodist  Church 
on  the  meaning  of  Christian  faith,  our  doc- 
trinal standards  and  our  theological  task. 
The  Committee  shall  report  to  the  Council 
in  an  advisory  capacity,  and  all  decisions 
about  the  use  of  its  work  shall  be  made  by 
the  Council. 

a)  The  Committee  shall  be  composed  of 
25  persons  appointed  by  the  Council  as  fol- 
lows: 3  active  bishops;  12  persons  chosen 
on  the  basis  of  their  recognized  credentials 
and  expertise  in  diverse  biblical  and  theo- 
logical disciplines,  giving  due  attention  to 
theological  diversity;  5  ordained  elders 
serving  as  pastors  of  local  United  Methodist 
churches;  and  5  lay  members  of  local 
United  Methodist  Churches.  In  appointing 
the  Committee,  the  Council  will  make  in- 
tentional efforts  toward  racial,  gender, 
lay/clergy,  and  regional  diversity.  A  mem- 
ber may  serve  a  maximum  of  two  consecu- 
tive four-year  terms,  with  a  minimum  of 
four  years  before  re-appointment  to  the 
Committee. 

b)  The  Committee  will  meet  twice  a  year, 
with  the  following  responsibilities: 

1 )  to  assist  the  Council  of  Bishops  in  the 
tasks  given  to  it  in  W 1 4.3  and  427.2;  and, 

2)  to  assist  the  Council  in  finding  ways  of 
fostering  doctrinal  reflection  and 
theologicaldialogue  at  all  levels  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  thereby  helping 


the  Church  recover  and  update  our 
distinctive  doctrinal  heritage — catholic, 
evangelical,  and  reformed  —  and  thereby 
enabling  doctrinal  re-invigoration  for  the 
sake  of  authentic  renewal,  fruitful  evange- 
lism, ecumenical  dialogue  and  social  wit- 
ness. 

c)  The  Committee  shall  be  guided  by  Part 
II  of  The  Book  of  Discipline. 

d)  The  Committee  shall  not  be  authorized 
to  determine  or  prescribe  doctrinal  or  theo- 
logical positions  for  United  Methodists  or 
agencies  or  institutions  of  the  church. 

e)  With  the  concurrence  of  the  Council, 
the  Committee  may  offer  proposals  to  the 
General  Conference  respecting  theological 
materials  in  The  Book  of  Discipline. 

f)  The  agenda  of  the  Committee  will  be 
determined  by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  in 
cooperation  with  GCCUIC,  particularly  on 
matters  of  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli- 
gious  Concerns  (11903.20,  11427.2,  and 
111902.1);  this  does  not  preclude  consider- 
ation of  issues  arising  within  the  committee. 

g)  The  Committee  shall  have  adequate 
funding  to  do  its  work. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1546-4 

Subject:  Racial  justice — the 
UMC  shall  seek  to  eliminate 
racism  in  every  facet  of  its  life 

Committee  Item:  GJl  17-4-C 
Petition: 

30808-GJ-4-C,  Pg.  706 
Membership:  92;  Present:  61; 
For:  61;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunrence  Date   / 


1547-268 

Subject:  Observe  an  annual 

Alcohol  and  Drug  Awareness 

Sunday 

Committee  Item:  GJl  19-268-N 
Petition: 

30893-GJ-268-D,Pg.  713 
Membership:  92;  Present:  57; 
For:  38;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1548-1 

Subject:  Legislation  to  amend 
Constitution  may  be  enacted  at 
the  same  session  of  GC  which 

S proves  it 
tmmittee  Item:  GJ122-1-C 
Petition: 

31212-GJ-l-C,Pg.709 
Membership:  92;  Present:  45; 
For:  38;  Against:  4;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  reconmiends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1549-700 

Subject:  Gen'l  agency  laity  pool 
members  shall  be  professing 
members  for  two  years 

Committee  Item:  GJ159-700-N 
Petition: 

30374-GJ-700-D,Pg.  718 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  36;  Against:  1 8;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 

1550-705.1 

Subject:  Qualification  for 
general  agency  board 
merabersnip  to  include  years  of 
church  membership 
Committee  Item:  GJl 60-705. 1-N 
Petition: 

30375-GJ-705.1-D,Pg.  719 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  33;  Against:  20;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

[]  Concurrence  []  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1551-705.2  ,       „ 

Subject:  Twenty  percent  of  gen  I 
agency  membership  shall  be 
equally  divided  between  youth 
and  yg  adults 

Committee  Item:  GJ161-705.2-C 
Petition: 

31241-GJ-705.2-D,Pg.  719 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  29;  Against:  27;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 
[]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date  / 
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1552-907.1 

Subject:  Add  a  young  adult 

betMeen  17  and  27  from  NC,  SC 

.StSEjurisd'stoGCOM 

Committee  Item:  GJl  86-907. 1-C 
Petition: 

31252-GJ-907.1-D,  Pg.  728 
Membership:  92;  Present:  67; 
For:  43;  Against:  18;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

(  I  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  DM   I 


1553-907.1 

Subject:  Between  10  percent 
youth  and  10  percent  young 
adults  shall  ensure 
representation 

Committee  Item:  GJl 89-907. 1-C 
Petition: 

31254-GJ-907.1-D,  Pg.  729 
Membership:  92;  Present:  62; 
For:  4 1 ;  Against:  1 8;  Not  Voting:  3 ; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcuntnce  Date   / 


1554-NonDis 
Subject:  GCOM  study 
advisability  of  changing 
jurisdictional  structure 

Committee  Item: 
GJ190-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31739-GJ-NonDis-0,Pg.  772 
Membership:  92;  Present:  56; 
For:  38;  Against:  17;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

{ ]  ConcuncTK^e  [  ]  Nonconcunence  [)ale   / 


1555-702 

Subject:  Program  agencies  shall 
not  make  declarations  in 
counter  to  UMC  mission  or 
doctrine 

Committee  Item:  GJ200-702-N 
Petition: 

31874-GJ-702-D,  Pg.  1334 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  35;  Against:  19;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Non- 
concurrence. 

I  I  Concurrence  [  ]  NorKOfKurrence  Date    / 


1556-716 

Subject:  Add  '^sweatshop  or 
forced  labor" 

Committee  Item:  GJ202-716-C 
Petition: 
31878-GJ-716-D,  Pg.  1335 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  34;  Against:  2 1 ;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1557-NonDis-! 
Subject:  UMC  sponsor  4yr 
study  on  economic  impact  of 
colonialism  &  capitalism  on  NA 
people 

Committee  Item: 
GM71-NonDis-A! 
Petition: 

31291-GM-NonDis-O!,  Pg.  904 
Membership:  113;  Present:  75; 
For:  73;  Against:  1;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended  as  follows: 

WHEREAS,  for  more  than  five  hundred 
years,  Native  Americans  have  lived  and 
survived  in  the  context  of  first,  colonialism 
and  then,  capitalism,  and 

WHEREAS,  it  io  well  documented  that 
oopitoliam  and  the  industrial  revolution  it 
apowned   aurvivc  best  when  naturol   re 
sourocfl  AND  human  rcoources  ore  ex 

pieHed m order te obtain the 

maximumiEation   of  capital   invcstmentfl, 

WHEREAS,  Native  Americans  have 
been  impacted  by  this  economics  of  greed 
and  were  forced  to  live  in  poverty  on  reset' 
vationo,  and 

WHEREAS,  a  small  part  of  the  Native 
American  population  are  now  surviving 
through  tribal  economic  development 
based  on  gambling,  which  has  many  nega- 
tive social  consequences,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  next  century  will  sec 
new  economic  realities,  such  as  "one  world 
economies"  and  the  "mega-mergers,"  that 
will  have  a  negative  impact  on  both  the  nch 
and  poor  of  this  worid,  and 

WHEREAS.  Native  American  spiritual- 
ity is  one  voice  than  can  speak  to  and  chal- 
lenge this  issue  with  its  understanding  of 
how  to  care  for  the  whole  family  of  God, 
and 

WHEREAS,  Native  American  United 
Methodists  believe  that  our  God-given 
stewardship  talents  have  been  warped  from 
their  intended  purpose  and  that  we  have 


used  God's  creation  with  greed  rather  than 
care,  and 

WHEREAS.  Native  Americans  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  believe  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  must  take  a 
proactive  stand  for  a  reform  of  church  and 
society  that  will  introduce  a  radically  differ- 
ent model  of  economic  relationships  into 
the  new  century;  a  model  that  is  God-cen- 
tered, and 

WHEREAS,  Native  Americans  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  are  hopeful  that 
this  will  include  new  models  of  economic 
development  for  Native  Americans  that 
will  not  impact  Native  people  negatively. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  2000 
General  Conference  mandate  the  followin 

g:  1  That  the  United  Methodist  Church 
sponsor  a  four-year  study  of  the  economic 
impact  of  colonialism  and  capitalism  on  the 
Native  [>eople  of  the  Americas  and  how  thio 
influenocQ  the  manner  of  their  influence 
on  contemporary  mission  and  ministry  with 
Native  people. 

2.  Require  that  the  Notional  United 
Methodist  Nauve  Amencan  Center  That 
the  Native  American  Comprehensive 
Plan  h:  the  lead  entity,  working  with  pro- 
gram agencies  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  other  Native  American  entities 
both  within  and  without  the  church. 


3. That  the  National  United  Methodist 
Native  American  Center  develop  an  inno- 
vative and  economically  stmtegic  report  for 
a — God  centered — alternative — to — gsffi- 
bling  centered  economic  development  on 
Native  Amencan  reoervotions  with  recom- 
mendotions  that  -mW  be  brought  back  to  the 
2001  General  Confetenee. 

4.That  S100,000  be  allocated  to  ensure 
that  this  study  has  adequate  financial  sup 
port  to  complete  o  oomprchenaive  task  and 
report  with  integrity  and  subsuinoc. 

3.  That  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan  (NACP) 
and  the  Native  American  Eco- 
nomic Development  and  Empow- 
erment Task  Force  under  the 
leadership  of  The  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  develop  an 
innovative  and  economically 
strategic  report  for  a  God-cen- 
tered alternative  to  gam- 
bling-centered economic 
development  for  Native  Ameri- 
can communities  with  recom- 
mendations that  will  be  brought 
back  to  the  2004  General  Con^r- 
ence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Dale   / 


2242 


Calendar  Items 


May  11,  2000 


1558-306.4-MR 
Subject:  Delete  footnote  to 
306.4f 

Committee  Item:  HE264-306.4-N 
Petition: 

31454-HE-306.4-D,Pg.  948 
Membership:  108;  Present:  93; 
For:  7 1 ;  Against:  22;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence.  Minority  report  submitted  as  fol- 
lows: 

Amend  Petition  #31454  by  addition  in 
the  following  way: 

From  paragraph  306.4,  delete  the  phrase 
"fidelity  in  marriange,  celibacy  in  single- 
ness," replacing  it  with  "ethical  sexual  con- 
duct." 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1559-355 

Subject:  Retired  clergy  may  be 
appointed  one  3^ear  at  a  time  if 
bishop  decides  it's  in  a.c.  best 
interests 

Committee  Item:  HE265-355-A 
Petition: 

31962-HE-355-D,Pg.  1659 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  72;  Against:  23;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

In  place  of  petition  words  remove  from 
^355.6  "but  not  the  same  appointment  from 
which  he  or  she  has  been  retired." 

Minority  Report 

In  addition  to  the  majority  report,  add  the 
following  to  the  end  of  11355. 1 :  ...be  retired, 
except  that  in  lieu  of  retirement,  the  bishop 
of  an  annual  conference  may  initiate  the  ap- 
pointment, for  ethnic  minorities,  language 
and  specialized  mission  situations,  of  a  per- 
son who  has  reached  mandatory  retirement 
age  to  an  appointment  for  one  year  at  a  time, 
subject  to  an  annual  re-evaluation  of  if  the 
bishop  determines  such  an  appointment  or 
re-appointment  to  be  in  the  best  interest  of 
the  annual  conference. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1560-NonDis-$ 
Subject:  Create  task  force  on 
immigration/naturalization 
issues  related  to  clergy 
appointment 
Committee  Item: 
HE269-NonDis-C$ 
Petition: 

30597-HE-NonDis-O,  Pg.  1025 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. ■ 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1561-306.5 

Subject:  Move  footnote  to  306 

Committee  Item:  HE320-306.5-N 
Petitions: 

30147-HE-306.4-D,  Pg.  947; 

30148-HE-306.4-D,Pg.  946; 

30636-HE-306.4-D,  Pg.  949; 

31037-HE-306.4-D,Pg.  948; 

31453-HE-306.5-D,Pg.  1827 
Membership:  108;  Present:  72; 
For:  59;  Against:  1 3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirence  Date   / 

1562-R157-MR 

Subject:  Churches  in  solidarity 

with  women:  from  solidarity  to 

accountability 

Committee  Item:  IC55-RI57-A 
Petition: 

30307-IC-R157-U,Pg.  1381 
Membership:  73;  Present:  51; 
For:  32;  Against:  1 3;  Not  Voting:  6; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  Page  1383, 
recommendation  #8 

Add  the  word  "Tribalism".  Shall  read 
[give  special  attention  to  the  eradication  of 
global  racism/ 

tribalism  and  its  impact  on  women... 

Minority  Report  submitted: 

The  Minority  Report  seeks  to  support  but 
strengthen  <he  resolution  by  making  lan- 


guage consistent  with  the  1996  Book  of 
Resolutions  by  addressing  matters  of  inade- 
quate information  and  by  adding  a  reminder 
of  our  mission  "To  Make  Disciples." 

Section:  From  Solidarity  to  Accountabil- 
ity (page  1381) 

At  the  end  of  this  Ecumenical  Decade,... 
Evidence  of  the  fruits  of  our  churches'  labor 
will  be  found  in  invigorated  theological 
reflection  changes  in  theological  pcrspec- 

Section:  Racism,  Xenophobia,  and  Vio- 
lence (page  1382) 

Further  this  vision...  Enthnocentrism, 
tribalsim,  and  racism  have  no  place  in 
God's  household. 

Section:  Full  and  Creative  Participation 
in  the  Church  (page  1382) 

Woman  have  been  silenced. ..These  con- 
tributions shall  be  in  accordance  with  the 
United  Methodist  doctrinal  standards. 

Therefore,  the  2000  General  Conference 
commits  United  Methodists  to  the  fulfill- 
ment of  these  recommendations  for  our 
congregations,  conferences,  general 
boards  and  agencies: 

1 .  Use  the  resources  and  support  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Scoiety  to  in- 
struct the  Church  regarding  to  seek  the 
ratification  of  the  UN  Convention  of  the 
Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Discrimination 
Against  Women.  Once  informed,  individ- 
ual United  Methodists  are  urged  to  re- 
spond to  the  Convention  to  work  through 
local  and  national  governments  and  organi- 
zations implement  the  Convention. 

6.  Study  the  resources. ..Through  the 
UMOUN,  advocate,  monitor,  and  support 
the  continued  emphasis  on  women  by  the 
UN  and  partioipote  in  all  UN  arenas  where 
non  govcmmentol  organizations  have  po 
tcntial  for  influence. 

8.  Give  special  attention  to  the  eradica- 
tion of  global  racism,  tribalism, 
enthnocentrism,  and  its  impact  on  women 
and  girls. 

9.  In  addition  to  these  political  and  so- 
cial freedoms  and  opportunities,  the 
Church  shall  seek  to  proclaim  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  offer  women  and  children 
opportunities  to  confess  Jesus  as  Lord 
and  Savior  and  to  grow  as  disciples. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 
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Removed  from  the  consent  Calendar 


1265-NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  BOS  by 
the  following  people: 

Sikes,  Marget 
Parker,  Joe 
I  •«x,  William  E. 
Wiiittemore,  Joe  M. 
Ellas,  Carolyn 
and  five  others. 

1270-NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  BOS  by 
the  following  people: 

Welch,  Jimmy  M. 
DafTin,  Mary  A. 
Whitaker,  Keith  C. 
Skaggs,  Christine  J. 


Smith,  Sandra  W. 

and  five  others. 

1280-NonD 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  COS  by 
the  following  people; 

Maregmen,  Maximino  T. 

Carlos,  Elpidio  N. 

Valderama,  Noe  C. 

Cajiuat,  Toribio  C. 

Agtarap,  Bener  B. 
and  five  others. 

1295-65.J 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  COS  by 
the  following  people: 


Sikes,  Marget 
Bobo,  Hiram 
Brantley,  Mac 
Rogers,  P.  Alice 
Jenkins,  Jamie  E. 
and  five  others. 

1300  2624 

Removed  from  consent  calendar  COS  by 
the  following  people: 

Sadio,  Sydney  S. 

Fields,  Lynette 

Baker,  Jonathan 

Seymour,  James  T. 

Bishop,  Nathaniel  L. 

and  five  others. 
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Corrections 

DCA,  p.  2176,  second  column,  first 
paragraph:  Thirteen  million  Russians 
should  be  35  million. 

DCA.  p.  2 1 76,  third  column,  third  line: 
Greek  Sanctus  should  be  Russian  Sanc- 
tus. 


(Continued  from  page  2193) 

Tuesday  Evening 
May  9,  2000 

(Bishop  William  W.  Dew,  Jr.,  presiding) 

PRESIDING  BISHOP  WILLIAM  W. 
DEW,  JR.  (Phoenix  Area):  Good  eve- 
ning. We  are  going  to  begin  with  the 
gathering  music.  If  you  would  like  to 
move  to  your  places,  the  gathering  mu- 
sic is  going  to  begin. 

(Singing,  Hymn  No.  478,  "]aya  Ho,"  and  ' 

Hymn  No.  143,  "On  Eagle's  Wings,"  led 

by  Cynthia  Wilson) 

(Monya  Logan,  organ  music) 

Good  evening.  I  want  to  call  us  to  or- 
der, so  I  urge  you  to  find  your  places. 

(Applause) 

My  name  is  Bill  Dew.  I  am  the  resi- 
dent bishop  of  Phoenix,  Arizona.  Two 
colleagues  from  the  Western  Jurisdic- 
tion, Jack  Tuell,  retired  bishop,  and 
Melvin  Talbert,  the  San  Francisco  Area 
bishop,  are  my  colleagues  to  try  to  be 
sure  I  do  not  stumble  as  we  work  to- 
gether this  evening. 

We  want  to  take  a  quick  moment  to 
welcome  the  delegates  from  Nigeria. 

(Applause) 

One  other  announcement  before  I 
turn  to  the  calendar  chairperson.  I 
know  people  like  to  take  home  souve- 
nirs, and  apparently  the  Advance  has 
provided  tote  bags,  and  maybe  some- 
body has  more  than  one.  If  you  have  an 
extra  tote  bag  from  the  Advance,  and  if 
you  are  willing  to  share  your  extra  tote 
bag,  inform  one  of  the  pages  that  you 
have  an  extra  tote  bag  that  you  will  give 
to  them  so  that  someone  else  may  take 
home  a  tote  bag.  If  you  see  those  in  the 


air,    pages,   pick   them   up,   quickly, 
please. 

I'm  now  going  to  turn  to  Mary  Alice 
Massey  to  give  us  the  calendar  for  this 
evening.  Mike  2. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida): 
Good  evening,  delegates. 

The  calendar  is  as  listed  in  your 
agenda,  with  one  exception.  The  Judi- 
cial reserves  will  be  elected  tonight,  im- 
mediately following  this  report,  and 
then  we'll  move  into  calendar  items. 
For  tomorrow — you  might  want  to 
know  that  1,400  items  have  been  calen- 
dared so  far.  So,  you  might  feel  good 
about  that.  We've  got  a  way  to  go,  but 
that's  good  news.  And  let  me  say  that  at 
the  end  of  tonight's  session,  which  is  to 
adjourn  at  10:05,  the  committees  of 
Higher  Education>  Faith  and  Order, 
and  General  and  Judicial  legislative 
committees  will  meet  in  their  respec- 
tive rooms.  They  will  meet  until  11:30, 
at  which  time  they  have  to  be  out  of  the 
building,  so  . .  . 

BISHOP  DEW:  Are  you  also  recom- 
mending that  order  of  the  day  for 
GCOM?  9:35? 

MASSEY:  Yes.  That — that  remains 
the  same,  but  I'm  to  present  tomor- 
rov/s  agenda.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  I'm  sorry. 

MASSEY:  That's  okay,  because  we've 
had  so  many  changes  today,  I  think  it's 
good  to  review  what  we're  doing,  so, 
now . . . 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  Go  ahead. 

MASSEY:  Now  for  tomorrow.  We  be- 
gin the  day  with  an  ecumenical  wor- 
ship service  with  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  that  will  run  until  9:15. 
And  then  we  will  recognize  our  ecu- 
menical visitors.  We  will  have  the  Com- 
mittee on  Calendar  and  Agenda 
Report. 

Then  calendar  items.  Bishop  Craig 
will  be  presiding.  In  the  afternoon  we 
will  again  have  calendar  items,  begin- 
ning at  2:30.  Music  begir\s  at  2:20.  The 
presiding  bishop  is  Emilio  de  Carvalho, 
is  that  the  way  you . . .  ?  And  then,  in  the 
evening,  we  will  have  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Agenda,  and  more  cal- 
endar items,  and  since  Bishop  Nacpil 
did  not  get  to  preside  today,  he  will  be 
presiding  tomorrow  evening.  And  we 
project  an  adjournment  at  10:30,  but  we 


will  see  about  that,  and  the  Conference 
may  vote  me  down  again,  but  we'll  see 
how  it  goes.  That's  the  report  of  the 
Agenda  Committee.  ■ 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  This  is  the 
report  of  the  Agenda  Committee  ;'  you 
will  support  the  report.  .  .  .  you  will 
press  1  for  yes;  press  2  for  no.  [Yes,  761; 
No,  14]  All  right.  In  the  back  left  sec- 
tions— yes  sir,  I'll  recognize  you,  come 
to  mike  8. 

You  did  approve  the  calendar  that 
was  presented  by  the  committee.  No.  8. 

KURT  G.  GLASSCO  (Oklahoma):  I 
would  like  to  make  a  motion  that  the 
General  Conference  resolves — so  that 
there's  no  misunderstanding  in  the  me- 
dia— that  the  General  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  honors, 
supports,  and  upholds  in  our  prayers 
those  men  and  women  who  serve  all  of 
us  in  military  service,  and  in  addition, 
those  men  and  women  who  are  United 
Methodist  clergy  who  serve  in  the 
Chaplaincy  Corps  of  our  armed  ser- 


Work  of  the  Committee  on 
Agenda  and  Calendar 

BISHOP  DEW:  Is  there  a  second.  Yes. 
Whenever  we  have  a  calendar  pre- 
sented to  us,  and  then  another  proposal 
is  brought  to  the  floor,  you  actually 
bring  into  the  body  another  matter,  and 
it  really  should  be  given  to  the  Agenda 
and  Calendar  Committee.  Let  me  read 
to  you  from  our  Plan  of  Organization: 
"Proposals,  questions,  communica- 
tions, resolutions,  and  other  matters 
not  included  in  the  regular  business  of 
the  General  Conference  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Agenda  and 
Calendar  without  motion  or  debate. 
That  committee  then  shall  determine 
whether  or  not  the  matter  presented 
shall  be  considered  by  the  General  Con- 
ference." So  when  you  bring  matters 
before  us,  they  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agenda  and  Calendar 
without  motion  or  debate.  And  thaf  s 
what  I  want  to  order  that  you  give  that 
to  the  Calendar  Committee.  Yes,  Calen- 
dar Committee,  mike  2. 

MASSEY:  What  we  presented  was  the 
adjusted  agenda  for  tonight.  The  other 
presentation  was  the  proposed  agenda 
for  tomorrow.  We  will  be  calling  for 
that  to  be  approved  in  the  morning,  so  if 
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this  resolution  comes  to  us,  we  will  try 
to  see  if  we  can  work  that  in  under  cal- 
endar items. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  You  heard 
from  the  chair  of  the  Calendar  Commit- 
tee. Such  matters  should  be  taken  to  the 
Calendar  Committee.  They  will  then 
consider  whether  it  can  be  brought  be- 
fore the  body. 

You  still  have  questions?  Mike  8. 

BEN  R.  ALFORD  aennessee):.l  have 
another  matter,  Bishop. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Mike  8. 

Judicial  Council  Election  Question 
Referred  to  judicial  Council 

ALFORD:  1  am  concerned.  Bishop, 
that  we  may  have  worked  ourselves 
into  a  confusing  situation  in  yester- 
day's— in  the  adoption  of  Calendar 
Item  623  on  p.  1991  of  the  DCA.  We  re- 
moved the  age  70  limit  for  Judicial 
Council  members.  By  adopting  that 
legislation,  we  remove  that  from  the 
paragraph  in  the  Discipline  which 
placed  that  limit  previously.  We  cur- 
rently have  a  member  of  the  Judicial 
Committee  who  is  serving,  and,  were  it 
not  for  that  limitation,  could  continue 
to  serve  the  rennainder  of  his  4-year  re- 
nnaining  term.  And  yet,  we  elected 
someone  yesterday  for  a  4-year  term. 
My  recommendation  is  that  we  ask  the 
Judicial  Council  to  give  us  a  declaratory 
opinion  on  the  status  of  yesterday's 
election  in  the  light  of  this  nnatter. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  Have  you 
heard  the  presentation,  and  is  there  a 
second  to  his.  .  .?  All  right.  It  is  before 
you.  I'll  recognize  this  gentleman.  Yes, 
mike  4. 

WILLARD  H.  DOUGLAS  (Virginia): 
Chairman  of  the  subconunittee  on  the 
Judicial  Council.  1  would  call  the  con- 
ference to  the  attention  of  the  matter 
that  was  peissed,  which  is  623,  and  so 
what  was  enacted  was  a  deletion  up  to 
that  point,  and  it  made  no  reference  to 
the  effective  date  of  that  legislation. 
And  according  to  Paragraph  508,  the 
legislation  adopted  by  this  conference 
would  only  take  effect  unless  noted  to 
become  effective  sooner,  and  there  is  no 
notation  that  it  would  become  effective 
this  morning.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Matters  that  are  ap- 
proved by  General  Conference  become 
effective  January  1,  in  the  next  year, 
which  would  be  2001.  So  he  has  clari- 
fied that  there  is  no  urgency  on  this 
matter  because  it  is  dealing  with  some- 
thmg  that  would  be  in  effect  next  Janu- 


ary. The  motion  is  still  before  the  house. 
You've  had  a  clarification  that  there  is 
no  urgency,  but  1  still  am  obligated  to 
call  for  the  vote.  Yes,  sir,  mike  4.  Is  your 
speech  in  favor  or  against? 

VANCE  SUMMERS,  JR.  (West  Ohio): 
Clarification,  Bishop.  1  think  if  you  read 
the  fjetition,  it  would  indicate  that  it  is 
effective  immediately  up>on  adoption, 
if  we  were  to  read  it. 

BISHOP  DEW:  You  are  questioning 
the  clarification  given  by  the  chair  of 
the  committee? 

SUMMERS:  Yes,  I  am.  I'm  question- 
ing the  previous  speaker  as  well. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Would  you  help  the 
delegates  by  telling  them  where  to  look 
so  they  could  read  it  with  you? 

SUMMERS:  1  don't  have  the. .  .p.  733, 
Petition  31789.  (I'm  getting  a  lot  of  help 
here.)  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Let's  state  it  again: 
What  page? 

SUMMERS:  I  can't  do  that.  I'm  sorry. 
Bishop.  I  got  too  much  help.  Let's  try  it 
again.  OK,  there  it  is  on  the  screen. 

BISHOP  DEW:  It's  on  p.  733  of  the  Ad- 
vance edition.  That's  where  we  should 
find  the  matter.  All  _right.  We  now 
know  where  this  material  is.  You  still 
want  to  clarify  from  the  microphone? 

SUMMERS:  No,  I  have  no  other  ques- 
tions. I  wanted  to  pwint  it  out.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  We're  going 
to  put  the  motion  before  you,  to  send 
this  as  a  declaratory  decision  to  the  Ju- 
dicial Council.  It  requires  20%  vote  for 
it  to  be  sent.  .  .  Simple  majority.  It  re- 
quires a  majority.  All  those  in  favor  will 
vote  1  for  Yes,  2  for  No.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  (Yes,  603:  No,  2591  All 
right,  the  majority  has  voted  that  it  will 
then  be  given  to  the  Judicial  Council. 

Balloting  for  Judicial  Council 
Laity  Alternate 

Let  us  then  go  to  the  election  for  alter- 
nates to  the  Judicial  Council.  (Pause)  I 
would  like  to  read  to  you  the  procedure 
for  the  election.  You  will  be  voting  for 
six  alternates  in  each  category.  We  will 
vote  for  lay  alternates  first.  You  will  be 
taking  6  ballots  each  time  we  vote.  You 
will  need  to  vote  for  a  different  fjerson 
each  time  or  else  your  vote  will  be 
counted  as  invalid.  After  each  time  you 
make  your  ballot  you  will  wait  a  few 
seconds  because  the  technicians  reset 
the  computer.  Once  we  have  completed 
all  6  ballots  then  they  will  tabulate  the 
data  and  let  us  know  when  the  results 


are  ready.  You  have  noted  earlier,  I  be- 
lieve, that  once  we  have  elected  5  with 
only  1  remaining,  we  are  able  move  to 
voting  in  what  they  call  real  time.  That 
is,  we  can  take  one  ballot  one  after  an- 
other until  the  election  of  the  final 
atemate  has  been  completed. 

We  will  be  using  the  same  numbers 
for  the  persons  in  each  category  that 
were  used  in  the  election  to  the  Judicial 
Council  of  the  members  of  the  Judicial 
Council.  We  have  also  included  the 
names  of  persons  who  withdrew  so 
that  the  slate  is  inclusive  of  those  pser- 
sons  for  your  consideration.  All  right, 
lets  have  the  slate  presented  to  the  dele- 
gates. (Pause)  Do  1  need  to  read  these?  If 
I  need  to  read  them  for  anyone,  raise 
your  cards  so  I  will  read  them.  Okay — I 
do.  They  are  in  this  order:  2-Lonnie  D. 
Brooks;  3-Evelynn  "Lynn"  Caterson; 
4-James  Lamark  Cox,  Sr.;  6-Paul  Ervin; 
7-Daniel  F.  Evans  Jr.;  8-Oscar  R  Ferrer; 
9-Theophelous  Gambe;  10-Sally  Geis; 
11 -Jon  Gray;  12-Edward  H.  Hill; 
14-Daniel  A.  Ivy-Soto;  15-Steven  T. 
Lett;  16-Marc  D.  Loud;  17- Ann  Alberty 
Saunkeah;  18-William  L.  'Ted"  Todd, 
Jr.;  19-William  White;  20-  W.  Clark  Wil- 
liams, Jr. 

For  some  reason  Cox  is  not  listed  on 
your  . . .  the  screen.  Can  we  get  Cox  on 
no.  4?  1  read  James  Lamar  Cox.  Be  pa- 
tient. (Pause)  Okay.  We  have  them  be- 
fore you.  You  vote  for  one.  Vote  when 
the  light  apfjears.  (Pause)  All  right. 
(Pause)  We  vote  for  another  one,  and  as 
I  reminded  you,  I'll  remind  you  again, 
if  you  vote  for  the  same  person  again 
you  will  invaUdate  your  ballot,  so  you 
vote  for  another  person.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  (Pause)  All  right,  we  are 
ready  for  the  third  ballot.  Vote  when 
the  light  apjsears  (Pause)  All  right.  We 
are  ready  for  the  fourth  ballot.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  Ready 
to  cast  a  fifth  ballot.  Vote  when  the  light 
appears.  (Pause)  And  now,  the  final 
vote.  And  that  will  make  6,  so  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 

I  believe  we  are  going  to  vote  for  the 
lay  alternates  until  that  election  is  com- 
pleted. We  could  sp>eed  that  up  by  con- 
secutively doing  that,  rather  than 
alternating  back  and  forth.  Then  we 
will  go  to  the  clergy  alternates.  (Pause) 

Judicial  Council  Clergy  Altenute 
Election  Delayed 

All  right  we  are  going  to  go  to  the 
clergy.  Yes  I'll  recognize  you  nght  here. 
Yes,  Mike  4. 
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B.  WILEY  STEPHENS  (North  Geor- 
gia): My  question  is,  since  we  are  wait- 
ing on  a  decision  on  the  validity  of  the 
clergy  ballot  should  we  go  ahead  with 
this  vote  or  wait  till  that's  clear  to  see 
who  the  candidates  might  be. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Well  I  think  we  need 
the  election  anyway  and  I — it's  difficult 
for  me  to  determine  whether  the  results 
of  that  decision,  how  that  would  do 
anything.  We  can  look  at  what  we  do 
with  our  election  and  perfect  it  at  that 
time.  Number  4. 

STEPHENS:  If  we  in  turn  elect  some- 
one differently  than  we  elected  because 
of  eligibility  of  the  person  that  was 
thought  ineligible  then  our  reserve  list 
also  might  be  different,  since  another 
name  would  be  possible.  Just  thinking 
of  saving  time  if  that  happened  if  it  was 
tomorrow.  I  don't  know  how  quick  the 
decision  would  come. 

BISHOP  DEW:  I  think  we're  going  to 
proceed.  Yes,  in  the  back  here  mike  5. 

DON  MESSER  (Rocky  Mountain):  I 
move  that  we  delay  balloting  because 
we  would  simply  be  unfair  to  the  per- 
son who  was  elected  if  they  were  elimi- 
nated from  being  considered. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Is  there  a  second? 

MESSER:  Bishop  we  are  talking  about 
an  individual  who  is  elected  for  a  four 
year  term.  If  she  were  to  be  eliminated 
by  this  ruling  then  she  would  not  be  eli- 
gible to  be  an  alternate  because  we 
would  have  already  taken  action,  and 
this  would  be  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
body  of  last  night,  which  acted  in  good 
faith.  So,  therefore,  I  urge  us  not  to  pro- 
ceed in  this  election  in  such  a  way  to 
jeopardize  a  duly  elected  person  to  the 
Judicial  Council. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Motion  before  the 
house  is  to  delay  the  election  of  the  al- 
ternates-for  the  clergy  alternates,  as  I 
understand  it.  All  right,  if  you  would 
support  the  motion  to  delay  the  election 
of  the  alternates.  If  you  support  the  mo- 
tion press  1  for  yes.  If  you  do  not  sup)- 
port  it  press  2  for  no.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  691;  No,224  ]  All 
right,  you  have  delayed  the  election 
then  for  the  clergy  alternates.  We  did 
have  a  calendar  put  before  us. 

We  have  the  results  of  the  lay  ballots 
that  you  cast.  I  guess  if  we  do  get  some 
glitches  in  the  election  process,  the  ur- 
gency we  would  have  is  to  go  ahead 
with  the  calendar  items.  So  whoever  is 
first  on  the  calendar  items,  I  would  urge 
you  to  be  present  on  the  platform  so  we 


could  turn  to  you  if  we  run  into  prob- 
lems on  the  electronic  balloting. 

Ceis,  Cray,  and  Ervin  Elected 
]udicial  Council  Alternates 

So  let's  have  the  results  of  the.. here 
they  are.  I  don't  think  it  is  5004.  Ballots 
885.  All  right,  yes  you're  right.  5004, 
valid  ballots  885,  needed  to  elect  418 
this  is  for — invalid  ballots  59.  All  right 
we  have  elected  Sally  Geis,  Jon  Gray, 
and  Paul  Ervin.  (Applause)  Yes,  mike  7. 

JAMES  W.  EHRMAN  (East  Ohio):  I 
note  that  the  number  needed  to  elect 
was  418  which  is  less  than  half  of  the 
valid  ballots  cast.  Now  in  each  case,  the 
three  people  who  were  elected  received 
more  than  half  of  the  valid  ballots.  But  I 
would  request  that  the  cor\ference  sec- 
retary determine  why  we  are  having 
this  mathematical  error. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  Since  those 
elected  were  over  half,  I  would  like  for 
us  to  go  ahead  and  continue  and  we'll 
try  to  get  an  answer  to  the  question. 
Can  we  go  ahead  then  and . . .  We  have 
to  elect  three  more  and  then  when  the 
slate  comes  on  you'll  know.  Do  you 
need  those  read  do  I  need  to  read  those? 
2-Lonnie  D.  Brooks;  3-Evelynn  "Lynn" 
Caterson;  4-James  Lamark  Cox,  Sr., 
7-Daniel  F.  Evans,  Jr.;  8-Oscar  R.  Ferrer; 
9-Theophelous  Gambe;  12-Edward  H. 
Hill;  14-Daniel  Ivey-Soto;  15-Steven  T. 
Lett;  16-Marc  D.  Loud;  17- Ann  Alberty 
Saunkeah;  18-WilIiam  L.  "Ted"  Todd, 
Jr.;  19-WilIiam  White;  20-W.  Clark  Wil- 
liams. I'll  recognize  you  yes.  Delegate 
move  to  mike  7. 

MARLENE  S.  CUMMINS  (Illinois 
Great  Rivers):  Bishop,  we  request  that 
we  see  the  vote  one  more  time  it  was  not 
on  long  enough  for  us  to  see  the  other 
votes. 

BISHOP  DEW:  The  request  is  to  bring 
back  to  the  screen  the  results  of  your 
first  six  votes.  You  can  see  them.  Lef  s 
hold  them  there.  Anyone  need  to  have 
them  read?  Are  you  satisfied  that  you 
know  the  results? 

All  right.  Let's  prepare  to  vote.  You 
will  vote  for  three — one  at  a  time.  All 
right.  Vote  when  the  light  appears.  All 
right,  ready  to  cast  another  ballot. 
There  is  the  list.  Vote  for  the  person  you 
want  to  vote  for  when  the  light  appears. 
All  right,  one  more  vote  will  be  cast. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  I  believe 
we  can  switch  to  agenda  items,  and  to 
present  from  Higher  Education — yes,  I 
recognize,  yes,  back  in  the  back,  the 
mike  8. 


Rules  Suspended  on  DCA 
24  Hour  Petitions  Publication 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  Bishop 
Dew,  I  have  a  motion  I  would  like  to 
make  with  respect  to  the  rules.  The  mo- 
tion would  be  as  follows:  "That  the 
rules  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of 
the  conference  to  permit  GCFA  and 
committees  to  submit  petitior^  to  the 
body  on  the  afternoon  or  everung  of 
their  publication  in  DCA  so  that  the 
body  need  not  wait  a  full  day  for  their 
consideration,  and  so  that  petitions 
with  budget  implications  may  be  con- 
sidered more  promptly  by  GCFA."  If 
there's  a  second,  may  I  address  that 
briefly? 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  It's  a  sus- 
pend-the- rules  motion,  and  it  cannot  be 
debated.  He  gave  you  the  motion  and 
the  implications  of  it  having  to  do  with 
the  financing  of  some  of  the  reports.  So 
it  is  before  you  for  vote.  If  you  would 
support  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules,  requires  two-thirds,  vote  yes  by 
pressing  one;  vote  no  by  pressing  two. 
[Yes,  737;  No,  162]  You  have  supported 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

J.  La  Von  Wilson  will  present  the  leg- 
islative committee  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion's next  items  for  our  action. 

J.  LA  VON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Bishop  Dew,  we  will  continue 
the  items  from  this  morning.  If  you  will 
turn  in  your  DCA  to  p.  1994,  Calendar 
Item  637,  Petition  30914,  the  Advance 
DCA  is  974.  This  is  on  the  extension 
course  of  study  schools  as  an  option  for 
clergy  to  complete  their  education  re- 
quirements. The  committee  recom- 
mended nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  It  is  before 
you  with  the  recommendation  of  non- 
concurrence.  If  you  support  the  com- 
mittee, you  vote  1  for  yes;  if  you  do  not, 
you  vote  2  for  no.  Vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  756;  No,  146]  You  have 
supported  the  committee.  Next  item? 

Theological  Education  Funding 
Amendment  Approved 

WILSON:  The  next  item  is  on  the 
same  page — 1994.  It  is  Calendar  Item 
638,  Petition  30595;  Advance  DCA  1024 
is  the  p.  no.  This  is  on  theological  educa- 
tion in  Europe.  The  committee  recom- 
mended concurrence  with  the 
amendment  as  follows,  as  you  see  in 
your  book,  to  add  a  new  paragraph  af- 
ter the  last  "Be  it  resolved:  "Specific 
funding  amounts  will  be  determined 
by  GBHEM/DOM,  consultation  with 
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the  bishops,  seminary  leadership  and 
leaders  of  programs  of  theological  edu- 
cation in  Eastern  Europe."  And  then 
you  would  go  down  to  the  ninth  para- 
graph; 'Therefore  be  it  resolved  .... 
Funding  for  the  following  programs  in 
Europe."  . .  .  We  are  asking  that  delete 
dollar  amount  that  is  in  the  listing.  And 
this  has  been  sent  through  to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  This  is  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee. 
Yes,  way  in  the  back.  Mike  eight.  Mike 
8,please. 

H.  EDDIE  FOX  (Holston):  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  And  we  are  in  the  back. 

(Laughter) 

We're  so  far  back,  the  DCA  gets  here  a 
day  late! 

(La  ugh  ter — Appla  use) 

But  I  want  to  ask  a  question  so  that 
we're  sure. 

It  says,  it  says  that  it  deletes  the  dollar 
listings.  In  those  listings  are  the  indi- 
vidual seminaries.  Also  says  "annual  SI 
million,  and  quadrennial  total,  $4  mil- 
lion," That  is  followed  by  the  para- 
graph "Be  it  further  resolved  that  the 
General  Conference  provide  $2  million, 
and  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation Ministry  provide  $2  million  for 
funds  to  be  identified  and  redesignated 
for  this  purpose."  I  want  to  be  siire  that 
the  S4  million  is  in  this  resolution  and 
that  dollar  amount  has  not  been  de- 
leted. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Can  you  clarify  that? 

WILSON:  The  bottom  line  figure 
stays. 

FOX:  So  it's  only  reallocating  S4  mil- 
lion dollars  between  the  semirwries? 

WILSON:  Yes. 

FOX:  Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  The  recom- 
mendation is  from  the  committee  to 
concur  as  amended.  If  you  vote  yes, 
press  1;  if  you  vote  no,  press  2.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Yes.  887;  No, 
49}  By  94.8,  you  have  supported  the 
committee's  recommendation. 

WILSON:  The  following  petition  is 
on  1994,  Calendar  Item  639,  Petition 
31209;  in  the  Advance  DCA,  p.  1030.  This 
is  on  the  continuing  funding  of  the 
Evangelical  Seminary  of  Puerto  Rico. 
The  committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  the  motion 
from  the  committee  is  for  concurrence. 
Yes,  in  the  back,  there  is — I'll  recognize 


you,  mike  8.  They  may  be  way  in  the 
back,  but  they're  active!  [Laughter! 
Mike  8. 

No,  I — 1  recognize  the  other  gentle- 
man, in  the  suit,  I'm  sorry.  Yes,  with  the 
suit. 

P.  JACK  EDWARDS  (Holston):  I  be- 
lieve we  have  had  a  procedural  matter 
where  we  agreed  that  the  rationale 
would  be  given  for  why  committees 
voted  concurrence  or  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  DEW:  That  is  correct.  (To 
Wilson)  If  you  would  add  a  sentence  of 
support  for  your  action,  they  would  be 
helped. 

(Pause) 

WILSON:  "It  therefore  be  resolved 
that  the  2000  General  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  request  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  to  consult  with  the  Evan- 
gelical Seminary  of  Pureto  Rico  and 
consider  the  continuation  of  financial 
support  ...  to  that  seminary  through 
the  year  of  2004."  It's  to  consider  fund- 
ing. 

BISHOP  DEW:  The  action  is  to  con- 
sider funding,  is  what  she  is  clarifying? 
All  right.  It  is  before  you.  If  you  support 
the  concurrence  of  the  committee,  vote 
1  as  yes;  vote  2  as  no  if  you  do  not  sup- 
port it.  Vote  when  the  light  apjjears. 
[Yes,  826;  No,  96]  You  have  voted  the 
support  of  the  committee's  recommen- 
dation. Next  item. 

Encouraging  UM's  to  Attend 
UM  Seminaries  Debated 

WILSON:  The  next  item  is  on  page 
1994,  Calendar  Item  640,  Petition  30736; 
the  Advance  DCA  is  page  947.  This  is  on 
the  "Candidates  should  be  encouraged 
to  attend  a  United  Methodist  school." 
The  committee  recommended  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  "At  the 
end  of  paragraph  306.2(A).  This  para- 
graph shall  be  effective  at  the  end  of  the 
2000  General  Conference." 

BISHOP  DEW:  Would  you  give  them 
a  sentence  of  rationale? 

WILSON:  It's  candidates  for  minis- 
try. They  do  not  have  to  be  a  member  of 
the  same  United  Methodist  church. 
(Pause)  "Shall  have  been  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  for  at  least  two  years." 

BISHOP  DEW:  We're  getting,  I  think, 
a  bit  confused.  It's  the — Item  is  640, 
which  refers  to  candidates  encouraged 
to  attend  a  Uruted  Methodist  school. 


(Pause) 

WILSON:  We  basically.  Bishop, 
wanted  to  support  our  own  institu- 
tions. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  it  is— yes,  I'll 
recognize  you  over  here.  Yes,  come  to 
mike  7. 

RILEY  B.  CASE  (North  Indiana):  I 
would  like  to  speak  against  concur- 
rence. I  don't  know  of  any  candidates 
who  have  ever  not  been  encouraged  to 
attend  United  Methodist  schools,  but  1 
believe  that  putting  this  in  the  Discipline 
is  not  in  the  spirit  with  our  desire  to  be 
an  ecumenical  and  broadminded 
church.  There  are  two  reasons  why  stu- 
dents choose  non-United  Methodist 
semir\aries.  One  is  convenience,  which 
sometimes  includes  finances.  The  sec- 
ond is  that  they  sometimes  deliberately 
seek  out  a  seminary  that  offers  pro- 
grams, emphases,  and  perspectives  not 
found  in  our  seminaries.  One  of  these, 
for  example,  would  be  the  evangelical 
perspective,  which,  in  some  instances, 
is  not  offered  at  all  in  our  seminaries, 
and  in  other  instances,  offered  only  on  a 
limited  basis.  Our  church  is  impover- 
ished when  we  cut  off  other  alterna- 
tives, such  as  the  evangelical 
perspective. 

What  we  ought  to  be  doing  as  a 
church  is  to  encourage  the  best  possible 
education,  whether  within  or  outside 
the  denomination,  one  that  best  pre- 
pares students  for  ministry.  And  as  a 
part  of  this  we  out  to  allow  students  to 
follow  their  own  convictions  about 
what  schools  best  offer  that  kind  of  edu- 
cation. This  restrictive  legislation  re- 
flecting a  kind  of  institutional 
defensiveness,  parochialism,  and  in- 
ward-looking, is  not  becoming  to  us  as 
a  f)eople. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  DEW:  That  was  a  speech 
against,  no — no  demonstration  please. 
I  recognize  the  woman,  yes,  standing, 
come  to  mike  4.1s  this  a  speech  in  favor? 

ARDITH  ALLREAD  (California-Ne- 
vada): I  would  direct  the  assembly  to 
page  947,  where  the  petition  is  there.  I 
would  support  the  committee's  recom- 
mendation. The — to  my  mind,  the  sig- 
nificant point  in  this  petition  is  at  lA. 
that  the  candidate  "shall  have  been  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least 
two  years."  The  problem  is  that  we 
have  candidates  who  are  members  of  a 
United  Methodist  Church  who  move 
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out  of  their  area  to  attend  seminary, 
transfer  their  membership  to  a  United 
Methodist  church  in  the  community  in 
which  they're  attending  school,  and 
then  cannot  meet  our  current  require- 
ment that  they  be  two  years  in  the  same 
United  Methodist  church  before  they 
can  become  a  certified  candidate.  This 
legislation  would  correct  that,  so  that 
students  would  not  be  penalized  in  the 
ordination  process  as  they  continue  to- 
.  ward  candidacy  and  ordination. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  is  there  a 
speech  against?  Yes,  I'll  recognize  you. 
Mike  2.  Are  you  speaking  against? 

JOEL  S.  GARRETT  (Western  Pennsyl- 
vania): I'd  like  to  make  a  motion. 
Would  it  be  in  order  to  make  a  motion 
to  divide  the  question?  If  I  have  a  sec- 
ond, I'll  speak  to  it — dividing  it  be- 
tween one  and  two. 

BISHOP  DEW:  It's  seconded.  Okay. 

GARRETT:  As  I  look  at  this  piece  of 
legislation,  it  seems  that  we're  voting 
on  two  things.  We're  voting  one,  on  en- 
couraging students  to  attend  a  United 
Methodist  seminary,  and  second,  we're 
voting  to  change  the  two-year  of  the 
same — membership  of  the  same  church 
rule.  I  think  those  are  things  that  we 
should  vote  on  separately,  not  together. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  The  delegate 
has  asked  us  to  consider  voting  on  what 
is  stated  as  number  one,  "Inquiring 
candidates  should  be  encouraged  to 
pursue  their  education  at  one  of  the 
United  Methodist  seminaries,"  and  2A, 
"shall  have  been  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  for  at  least ..."  I  can — I  can  sep- 
arate that,  if  there  is  no  objection.  If 
there  is  no  objection,  we  can  vote  on 
those  separately.  No  objection?  Let's 
take  them,  then,  one  at  a  time.  Is  there 
an  objection  in  the  back?  Yes,  are  you 
objecting  to  my  separating  the  two? 
That's  what  I  want  to  hear,  is  whether 
you  object  or  not  to  my  separating  the 
two.  Mike  5? 

JACK  E.  RYDER  (Northern  Illinois): 
It's  more  of  a  question.  There's  a  third 
paragraph  as  well.  And  what — what 
happens  to  that  one?  3C? 

BISHOP  DEW:  Let  me  ask  the  maker 
of  the  separation  suggestion.  There  is  a 
3C. . .  Two  and  three  can  go  together, 
was  his  suggestion,  so  we  still  divide 
the  question,  1, 2i4  and  3C.  All  right.  I'm 
going  to  put  number  one  before  you.  If 
you  support  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  for  the  paragraph  num- 
bered 1,  if  you  support  it,  press  yes;  if 


you  do  not  support  it,  press  no.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  603;  No, 
301]  All  right,  you  have  supported  the 
committee's  recommendation  for  the 
one.  Now  we  vote  on  lA  and  3C.  If  you 
support  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee,  vote  1;  if  you  do  not  suf>- 
port,  vote  2.  Vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  772;  No,  160}  You  have 
supported  the  committee.  Go  on  to  an- 
other item. 

Clergy  Fidelity  in  Marriage 
and  Celibacy  in  Singleness  Affirmed 

LA  VON  WILSON:  All  right.  If  you 
will,  turn  in  to  page  1994,  Calendar 
Item  641,  Petition  31465;  the  [Advance] 
DCA  page  is  958.  The  committee. 
Bishop,  voted  concurrence  with  the 
amendment.  I'm  sorry,  nonconcur- 
rence,  and  my  vice-chair,  Kate  Lehman, 
is  going  to  give  the  rationale. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  Kate? 

KATHARINE  W.  LEHMAN  (North 
Indiana):  Thank  you.  Bishop.  The  ratio- 
nale is  that  the  committee  is  recom- 
mending nonconcurrence  because  the 
conunittee  wanted  to  retain  the  present 
standards  for  our  relationships  in  mar- 
riage and  in  singleness. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  This  is  the 
committee's  recommendation.  It's  be- 
fore you.  Yes,  vote  1;  no,  vote  2.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  753;  No, 
153]  You've  supported  the  committee's 
recommendation.  Next  item  please. 

WILSON:  The  next  one  is  on  page 
1994,  Calendar  Item  642,  Petition  31471, 
Advance  DCA  962.  It  is  on  the  same  sub- 
ject— the  committee  recommended 
nonconcurrence  for  the  very  same  rea- 
son. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  If  you  sup- 
port the  committee's  recommendation, 
nonconcurrence,  vote  yes,  no.  1.  If  you 
do  not  support  it,  vote  no,  no.  2.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  787;  No, 
146]  You  have  supported  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation.  Go  on  to  the 
next. 

Local  Student  Pastors  Given  Voice 
But  No  Vote 

WILSON:  The  next  one  is  on  the  same 
page.  Calendar  Item  643,  and  that  is  Pe- 
tition 30675,  Advance  DCA  970.  The  sub- 
ject is  on:  "Local  pastors  can  vote  except 
about  constitutional  amendments,  del- 
egates to  General  Conference,  and 
other  matters."  The  committee  recom- 
mended nonconcurrence.  And  Al 
Gwinn  will  bring  the  rationale. 


BISHOP  DEW:  Al? 

AL  W.  GWINN  (Kentucky):  The  com- 
mittee voted  nonconcurrence  on  this 
petition  because  it's  a  student  pastor- 
ate, local  pastor,  that  we're  speaking 
about.  And  those  persons  have  the 
right  of  voice  but  not  vote.  And  they  can 
be  members  of  their  home  conference 
or  members  where  they  are  presently 
serving.  And  the  complication  of  that, 
we  thought,  made  it  far  too  difficult  to 
allow  vote  as  well  as  voice.  So  we  rec- 
ommended nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  DEW:  The  motion  is  for  non- 
concurrence.  Yes?  Mike  1 . 

ROBERT  L.  CASADY  (Missouri 
West):  I  stand  urging  you  to  vote  non- 
concurrence  with  the  committee,  in  all 
due  respect.  It  is  my  understanding  that 
just  because  someone  is  in  seminary 
and  goes  back  to  their  own  conference, 
they  do  not  necessarily  have  voting 
rights.  But  there  are  other  reasons  as 
well.  It  is  very  inconsistent  for  us,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  grant  voice  and  vote  to  ev- 
ery other  licensed  local  pastor,  full  time 
and  part  time,  and  not  allow  it  for  stu- 
dent local  pastors.  It  is  unjust  on  the  one 
hand  for  us  to  congratulate  churches 
who  continuously  serve  as  training 
ground  for  student  pastors  and  deny 
them,  year  after  year,  pastoral  voting 
representation  at  their  own  annual  con- 
ference. 

But  there  are  other  reasons.  In  the  dis- 
trict where  I  serve  as  a  superintendent,  I 
have  five  student  pastors.  Valerie 
serves  a  congregation  which  has  signif- 
icant ministry  to  children  mid-week  in 
a  displaced  town  that  moved  as  a  result 
of  the  '93  flood.  Cindy  has  tripled  the 
worship  attendance  in  the  congrega- 
tion that  she  serves,  in  three  years. 
Terry  has  brought  healing  to  a  very 
troubled  congregation.  Camille,  upon 
graduation,  plans  to  be  going  to  Mo- 
zambique to  join  her  husband  in  minis- 
try there.  Darren,  likewise,  has  seen 
spiritual  and  numerical  growth.  I  sus- 
pect that  across  the  country  there  are 
hundreds  of  reasons  why  we  should  al- 
low licensed  student  pastors  the  right 
to  vote.  This  petition  does  not  go  too  far. 
It  does  not  overreach.  They  still  have 
their  voting  rights  restricted  on  matters 
of  ordination.  General  Conference,  and 
matters  of  the  Constitution,  and  rightly 
so.  All  we're  simply  asking  for  them  to 
do  is  to  have  the  right  to  vote  at  their  an- 
nual conference  where  they're  serving 
as  a  student  licensed  pastor.  I  urge  you 
to  vote  nonconcurrence  with  the  com- 
mittee. 
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BISHOP  DEW:  That  is  a  speech 
against,  k  there  a  speech  in  favor  of  the 
committee's  recommendation?  The 
chair  has  a  word  to  say? 

GWINN:  We  certainly  do  understand 
the  difficulty.  In  fact,  the  gentleman 
who  just  spoke  has  been  a  member  of 
our  subcommittee  and  our  legislative 
committee.  We  have  wrestled  with  this 
one,  and  it  is  a  difficult  issue.  But  it 
would  be  a  very  complicated  thing  to 
keep  record  of  who  is  choosing  to  re- 
main in  their  home  conference  and  who 
is  choosing  to  vote  in  their  conference 
where  they  are  presently  serving.  The 
petition  as  is  presently  written  does  not 
clarify  that,  and  this  is  a  temporary  kind 
of  time  period  for  these  student  pastors. 
And  with  all  of  those  considerations  we 
felt  as  a  whole — on  the  whole  as  a  legis- 
lative committee — it's  best  to  allow 
voice  but  not  vote,  and  we  recom- 
mended nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Calendar  Item  643  the 
conunittee  has  placed  before  you.  If  you 
vote  yes,  press  1;  if  you  vote  nonconcur- 
rence, vote  2.  Vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  523;  No,  404]  The  committee 
is  supported.  Go  on  to  the  next  item. 

WILSON:  On  the  same  page.  Calen- 
dar Item  644,  Petition  31487,  Advance 
DCA  970.  Local  pastors  who  are  certi- 
fied candidates  /or  ordination  can  be 
appointed  to  extension  ministries.  The 
committee  recommended  nonconcur- 
rence, and  Kate  will  bring  the  rationale. 

LEHMAN:  Appointment  to  exten- 
sion ministries  brings  up  issues  of 
itineracy  rather  than  the  issues  that  are 
really  the  nature  for  local  pastors.  And 
so  the  committee  recogiuzed  that  the 
nature  of  local  pastors  may  be  chang- 
ing, but  for  right  now  they  are  not  part 
of  the  itinerant  system  and,  therefore, 
are  not  to  be  appointed  to  extension 
ministries. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  The  commit- 
tee's reconnmendation  is  nonconcur- 
rence. If  you  support  the  committee 
you  will  vote  by  pressing  1;  if  you  do 
not,  you  v*rill  vote  by  pressing  2.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  784;  No, 
155]  You  supported  the  committee.  We 
have  another  item. 

WILSON:  1994  is  the  DCA  page,  and 
our  Calendar  Item  is  645,  Petition  is 
30014.  AC,  the  Advance  DCA,  972.  This 
is  on  the  voting  rights  for  student  local 
pastors.  The  conimittee  recommended 
nonconcurrence,  and  with  the  same  ra- 
tionale that  was  given  before. 


BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  The  commit- 
tee recommends  nonconcurrence  with 
the  same  rationale  given.  If  you  support 
the  committee's  recommendation,  you 
will  vote  1  for  yes;  two  if  you  do  not 
support  the  committee.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  577;  No,  252]  Point 
of  order?  What  is  point  of  order?  Come 
to  the  mike  if  you  have  a  point  of  order. 
You  can  interrupt  the  process  with  a 
point  of  order. 

WILLIAM  D.  SCOTT  (Mississippi): 
You  had  six  flags  raised.  Been  trying  to 
get  the  floor,  and  you  didn't  recognize 
anybody. 

BISHOP  DEW:  It's  possible  that  I 
would  see  50  flags  waving,  and  I  naight 
not — 

We  were  in  the  midst  of  the  voting 
process  is  what  I  am  trying  to  make 
clear.  Yes,  sir,  I'll  recognize  you.  Mike  4. 

RICHARD  EDWARDS  (Northwest 
Texas):  I,  in  fairness,  did  vote  affirma- 
tive for  that  motion  but  would  move  to 
reconsider  for  the  sake  of  voice  for  the 
persons  who  wanted  to  speak. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Thank  you.  Thank 
you  very  much.  If  you  would  support 
the  motion  for  reconsideration,  press  1 
for  yes.  If  you  do  not  support  the  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration,  press  2  for  no. 
[Yes,  712;  No,  202]  You  reconsidered  it. 
Calendar  645.  Okay,  now  it  is  before 
you.  Who  wants  to  speak?  Yes,  I'll  rec- 
ognize you.  Come  to  mike  6. 

Small  and  Rural  Churches 
Become  Issue  In  Student  Pastor  Votes 

EDWARD  A.  KAIL  (Iowa):  Thank 
you.  Bishop  Dew.  And  thank  you  to  the 
body  for  allowing  this  reconsideration. 
I  was  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  add 
a  negative  speech  to  the  last  one,  but  it 
was  not  called  for.  The  pjetition  that  was 
just  armounced  was  sponsored  by  two 
of  my  students  at  St.  Paul's  School  of 
Theology,  both  serving  student  local 
pastorates.  And  as  we  discussed  their 
development  of  this  petition  we  recog- 
nized two  issues.  One  of  them  is  the  is- 
sue of  clergy  status.  That  is  the  one  that 
tends  to  create  opposition.  But  a  second 
issue  is  the  representation  of  our 
smaller  rural  churches  and  smaller  ur- 
ban churches  who  receive  student  local 
pastors.  Bishop  Mutti  of  Kansas  shared 
with  me  the  story  of  his  being  at  a 
charge  celebrating  their  50th  year — 
consecutive  year — of,  of  having  a  stu- 
dent local  pastor.  That  means  that  that 
church  for  50  years  only  had  a  laity  vote 
at  annual  conference.  There  is  an  issue 
of  fair  representation  here,  m  addition 


to  the  matters  of  clergy  status  and  vot- 
ing privileges.  Myself,  I  see  no  harm 
whatsoever  in  allowing  a  few  students 
to  vote  in  a  conference  where  they  are 
offering  effective  ministry  such  as  that 
Brother  Casady  gave  testimony  to. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  That  is  a 
speech  in  opposition  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee.  Yes,  I'll  recog- 
nize you.  Mike  7.  If  you  speak  in  favor. . . 

RON  BARHAM  (Mississippi):  Mine 
is  a  question.  I'm  asking  if  this  would 
mean  that  there  would  be  in  each  con- 
ference a,  an  equalizing  lay  delegate  for 
a  vote.  If  there  is,  it  has  implications  for 
all  of  us.  If  there  is  someone  who  could 
give  us  an  answer  to  that  question  . . . 

BISHOP  DEW:  We'll  tiirn  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  response  to  your  ques- 
tion. 

GWINN:  Could  we  hear  the  question 
once  again? 

BISHOP  DEW:  Can  we  hear  the  ques- 
tion one  more  time?  Speak  up. 

BARHAM:  I'm  wondering  if  there  are 
implications  in  this  that  the — this 
would  mean  that  there  would  be  an 
equalizing  delegate,  lay  delegate  or  lay 
member  of  an  annual  conference,  for 
each  of  these  additional  persons  we 
would  be  adding  to  the  voting  on  the 
clergy  side. 

GWINN:  If  you  want  me  to  answer 

that.  It's  our  understanding  that  in  an 
annual  conference  setting  there  are  al- 
ways equal  number  of  lay  members 
and  clergy  members. 

BARHAM:  So  are  these  declared 
"clergy,"  or  are  they  "lay"?  If  they  are 
clergy,  my  understanding  is  that  each 
conference  would  then  have  to  provide 
an  equalizing  lay  member. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Yes,  I  believe  they 
would  be  listed  in  the  clergymembers 
of  the  annual  conference,  there  is  a  list- 
ing in  that  paragraph.  Someone  have  a 
different  opinion?  Yes,  standing  in  the 
back  . . .  mike  8? 

JERRY  H.  MAYO  aennessee):  In  the 
church  where  that  student  local  piastor 
is  appointed  there  is  already  a  lay  mem- 
ber to  the  annual  conference.  There 
would  not  be  a  need  for  equalization. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  Yes?  Mike  1 . 

JIMMY  M.  WELCH  (Texas):We  have 
in  our  annual  conference  students  who 
are  serving  across  the  United  States  in 
student  local  p>astorates  because  they 
are  attending  school  outside  of  the 
state.  If  we — if  we  p>ass  this,  one  of  the 
things  that  will  mean  is  thai  il  will  dis- 
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courage  those  students  from  returning 
to  their  home  conferences  to  participate 
in  annual  conference,  because  they 
would  be  then  expected  to  attend  the 
annual  conference  where  they  were 
serving.  Our  expectation  and  encour- 
agement is  for  student  local  pastors  to 
return  horne  for  annual  conference.  So, 
I  would — I  would  recommend  that  we 
concur  with  the  committee. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  that's  a 
speech  in  support,  in  the  back?  Yes?  Is 
someone  . . .  yes,  come  to  mike  8.  Is  that 
a  speech  against . . .  ? 

AMANDA  B.  PETERSON  (Okla- 
homa): Against  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right. 

PETERSON:  I'm  Amanda  Peterson,  a 
lay  delegate  from  Oklahoma,  and  also  a 
future  pastor.  My  concern  with  this  is 
that  in  Oklahoma,  we  have  a  lot  of  small 
churches  and  a  lot  of  students  who 
want  to  be  pastors.  We  need  the  pas- 
tors. Without  the  right  to  vote,  it's  going 
to  discourage  them  from  even  accept- 
ing their  appointment  if  they  feel  that 
they  need  the  opportunity  to  represent 
themselves  and  their  conference  in  that 
delegation.  Therefore,  I  speak  against 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
for  all  seminary  students  who,  like  me, 
want  to  be  pastors. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  would  some- 
one like  to — yes,  I'll  recognize  you,  mike 
2.  Are  you  speaking  for  the  . . . 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  actually  have  a  question  for  the 
committee.  I'd  like  to  ask,  if  1  recall  the 
discussion  in  committee,  there  were 
several  small  conferences  that  had  sem- 
inaries in  them  with  a  large  number  of 
student  pastors.  There  was  some  con- 
cern that  their  annual  conferences 
would  be  swamped  or  destabilized  by  a 
large  number  of  participating  students 
if  that,  if  this,  were  adopted,  and  I  won- 
der if,  if  I've  confused  something,  or 
whether  that  discussion  attended  this 
particular  resolution? 

GWINN:  The  direct  answer  to  that  is 
there  was  no  legislative  committee  de- 
cision on  that,  but  yes,  it  was  in  the 
midst  of  the  conversations. 

BISHOP  DEW:  I'll  recognize  you, 
mike  4.  Are  you  speaking  for  or 
against? 

GREGORY  D.  STOVER  (West  Ohio): 
I  want  to  offer  an  amendment. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right. 


STOVER:  I  move  that  we  amend  the 
petition  by  adding  the  words  at  the  end 
of  the  sentence:  "...  except  constitu- 
tional amendments,  election  of  dele- 
gates to  general,  jurisdictional,  or 
central  conferences,  and  matters  of  or- 
dination, character,  and  conference  re- 
lations of  clergy."  If  there's  a  second,  I'll 
speak  briefly. 

BISHOP  DEW:  It's  seconded. 

STOVER:  By— by  enacting  this 
amendment,  we  will  make  this  lan- 
guage parallel  with  the  language  that 
relates  to  the  voting  privileges  that  are 
given  to  both  full-  and  part-time  local 
churches,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
a  simple  issue  of  equity  and  justice. 
Full-  and  part-time  local  pastors  are 
able  to  have  full  vote,  and  students  per- 
form the  same  duties.  All  they  would 
really  have  to  do  is  drop  out  of  school 
and  pursue  the  Course  of  Study  or 
some  other  direction  and  they  will  gain 
the  right  of  vote.  So  I  hope  we'll  adopt 
this  amendment  and  the  petition. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  the  amend- 
ment is  before  you.  I'll  recognize  you 
back  there,  yes  . . .  mike  S.We're  on  the 
amendment. 

Rules  of  Order  Debated 
in  Student  Pastor  Discussion 

OYVIND  HELLIESEN  (Norway):  It's 
a  point  of  information.  Can  the  chair  ex- 
plain for  me  how  it's  possible  that  we 
vote  nonconcurrence  on  Calendar  Item 
643  and  now  have  645,  and  it's  exact  the 
same? 

BISHOP  DEW:  The  question  is  really, 
are  those  exactly  those  same? 

WILSON:  We  are  recommending 
noncurrence  with  all  of  them. 

BISHOP  DEW:  We  have  voted 
noncurrence. 

HELLIESEN:  With  the  amendment,  it 
will  be  exact  the  same.  So  we  have  to 
vote  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  DEW:  I  understand.  He  is 
saying,  if  you  support  the  amendment, 
you  will  make  this  exactly  as  one  you 
have  already  voted  nonconcurrence. 
(Pause)  It's  my  judgment  that  it  is  not  in 
order  to  bring  back  to  the  body  some- 
thing that  you  have  already  voted  in 
nonconcurrence.  Yes?  Point  of  order? 
Mike  4. 

STOVER:  I  believe  that  these  items 
were  calendared  separately,  and  that 
the  rule  of  the  conference  is  if  there  are 
conflicting  motions,  the  later  action 
takes  precedent. 


BISHOP  DEW:  I ...  I  do  not  believe  so. 

(Laughter) 

This  body  voted  on  an  action,  and 
now  the  amendment  would  come  back 
to  be  the  same  action  you  have  already 
voted  on.  I  am  ruling  it  out  of  order,  and 
we  are  going  to  .• .  .  Yes,  I'll  recognize 
you,  yes . . .  the  yellow  card,  in  the  back. 
Yellow  card  in  the  back,  mike  6? 

TIMOTHY  RISS  (New  York):  They 
are  not  the  same,  because  this  particular 
petition  specifies  the  annual  conference 
membership  of  the  student  local  pastor 
as  being  the  place  in  which  that  vote  is 
exercised,  which  was  one  of  the  points 
that  was  raised  in  the  debate  in  the  pre- 
vious item  as  making  it  not  a  desirable 
option. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right  if  he,  if  he  is 
correct  it  is  right.  Is  that  the  way  you 
would  understand  it?  It  is.  Let's  treat  it 
that  he  has  determined  that  it  is  differ- 
ent, and  so  the  amendment  is  still  be- 
fore you.  Someone  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment?  Yes,  in  the  back  .  .  .  Yes, 
mike  8? 

BISHOP  DEW:  I'm  sorry,  the  woman- 
yes  . . .  mike  8. 

BEVERLY  L.  WILKES  (Illinois  Great 
River):  Bishop,  I  would  simply  request 
rule  17  be  enacted  at  this  moment  and 
give  us  two  to  three  minutes  for  prayer 
for  meditation  as  we've  had  much  con- 
fusion over  the  last  few  moments.  Rule 
17  is  a  request  for  prayer  time. 

Conference  Takes  Time  for  Meditation 
and  Discernment  Before  Vote 

BISHOP  DEW:  Yes,  it's  a  motion  for 
discernment.  Let's  take  one  moment  for 
quiet  meditation,  then  we  will  move 
back  to  the  process  of  voting.  (Pause) 

Amen.  All  right.  What  you  have  be- 
fore you  is  Calendar  Item  645,  and  then 
an  amendment  from  the  floor.  Do  we 
have  the  amendment  in  the  hands  of 
the  secretary?  I  would  like  for  us  to  hear 
the  amendment.  We've  taken  a  little 
time  for  quiet.  Let's  get  the  amendment 
back  before  us  before  we  begin  to  de- 
bate again.  Can  I  ask  the  secretary  to 
read  the  amendment? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  By  adding 
at  the  end  of  the  sentence  "except  con- 
stitutional amendments,  election  of 
delegates  to  general,  jurisdictional,  or 
central  conferences,  and  matters  of  or- 
dination, character,  and  conference  re- 
lations of  clergy." 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  That's  the 
amendment.  Yes,  I'll  recognize  you 
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with  the  green  card  behind  the-back 
there-yes-you,  yes.  Come  to  mike  4. 

RODNEY  G.  STEELE  (North  Arkan- 
sas): I  call  the  question  for  all  that's  be- 
fore us,  please,  if  it's  in  order. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  It's  been 
moved  and  seconded  to  call  for  the 
question  on  all  that  is  before  us.  That's 
nondebatable  and  if  you  support  it  by 
two-thirds,  we  move  then  to  your  vot- 
ing on  what  is  before  you.  All  right,  if 
you  supfwrt  the  motion  for  voting  on 
all  that  is  before  us,  vote  yes  by  pressing 
1;  vote  no  by  pressing  2.  [Yes,  849;  No, 
73/ You  supported  it  so  we  move  to  the 
amendment.  If  you-we  do  give  the 
chair  a  final  word. 

GWINN:  Bishop,  on  behalf  of  the  leg- 
islative committee,  I  want  to  remind  the 
delegates,  the  delegates  tonight,  that  if 
we  were  voting  only  with  our  hearts, 
every  single  one  of  us  would  probably 
have  voted  for  concurrence.  But  you 
have  experienced  what  we  believe  to  be 
only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg  and  cor\fu- 
sion  that  can  happen  when  we  have  stu- 
dent pastors  with  both  a  vote  and  a 
voice.  And  so,  after  long  debate,  we 
tried  to  use  our  mind  with  our  heart 
and  believe  that  the  best  direction  for  us 
presently  is  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  Be  on  the 
amendment.  If  you  support  the  amend- 
ment, you  will  press  1  for  yes;  if  you  do 
not  support  it,  you  press  2  for  no.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Yes,  467;  No, 
462]  The  amendment  jjasses.  We  now 
move  to  the  main  recommendation  be- 
fore you,  which  is  a  motion  for  noncon- 
currence on  Calendar  Item  645.  If  you 
supfxjrt  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee,  you  vote  yes  by  pressing  1; 
if  you  do  not,  you  vote  by  pressing  2. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  539; 
No,  381]  You  supported  the  committee 
in  your  vote.  Do  you  have — is  that  the 
final  item? 

WILSON:  That  is  the  final  item. 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  We  want  to 
thank  the  Committee  on  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  Ministry. 

(Applause) 

Yes,  in  the  back.  Yes,  sir,  come  to  mike 
8.  Mike  8  please. 

Consent  Calendar  Limit  Set 
at  Ten  Persons. 

ROBERT  SWEET  (New  EngUnd):  I 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  so  that  be- 
ginning immediately  all  calendar  items 


with  less  than  ten  votes  opposed,  as  re- 
ported out  of  committee  be,  approved 
without  reading  and  rationale,  and  fur- 
ther, that  beginning  with  the  consent 
calendar  printed  in  today's  DCA,  items 
to  be  lifted  from  the  consent  calendar 
require  10  signatures. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  It's  sec- 
onded. Would  you  like  to  sp>eak  to  it? 

SWEET:  I  would.  As  is  been  evi- 
denced around  a  couple  of  items  al- 
ready this  evening,  it's  apparent  that 
we  want  to  discuss  and  need  to  discuss 
some  issues  in  great  depth.  (Dther  issues 
are  obviously  going  to  pass  quickly 
without  dissent  or  little  dissent. 

BISHOP  DEW:  AU  right.  Are  you 
clear  about  what  you  would  vote?  I 
think  they're  going  to  need  to  hear  that 
another  time  before  they  vote.  Unless 
maybe  the  debate  can  help  us  under- 
stand it.  Speaking  in  support-anyone 
speaking  in  support?  Yes,  1  recognize 
the  delegate  standing  there.  Yes  mike  5. 

BECKY  HASSE  (California  Pacific):  I 
would  move  to  amend  the  motion  to 
make  it  effective  with  the  DCA  consent 
calendar  for  tomorrow,  because  I  be- 
lieve we  have  already  passed  the  dead- 
line for  submitting  requests  for 
removal  for  today's  items. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Is  the  amendment  sec- 
onded? It's  seconded.  Would  you  like 
to-you  already  made  a  speech?  Is  there 
anyone  opposed  to  that  motion?  The 
amendment  then  would  be  for  the  DCA 
for  tomorrow.  If  you  support  the 
amendment,  press  1  for  yes;  press  2  if 
you  do  not  supjx>rt  the  amendment. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  760; 
No,  162]  All  right.  You  have  amended 
the  main  motion.  Is  there  opportu- 
ruty — anyone  wishing  to  hear  that  mo- 
tion that  is — I'm  going  to  put  the  vote  to 
you. 

BISHOP  DEW:  I  think  they  would 
like  to  hear  it  one  more  time  and  then  I 
will  put  it  to  a  vote.  Will  the  gentleman 
come  to  the  mike?  Mike  8. 

(Reads  as  Amended) 

Consent  Calendar 
Reading  and  Rationale  Deleted 

SWEET:  I  move  we  suspend  the  rules 
so  that  beginning  immediately  all  cal- 
endar items  with  less  than  10  votes  op- 
posed, as  reported  out  of  committee  be 
approved  without  reading  and  ratio- 
nale and  further,  that  beginning  with 
the  corttent  calendar  printed  in  tomor- 
row's (May  10)  DCA  items  to  be  lifted 


from  the  consent  calendar  require  10 
signatures. 

Vote  Tallies  Confuse  and  Cause  Delay 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  This  is  the 
motion  before  the  house.  If  you  will 
suppwrt  this  motion  by  voting  yes, 
press  1;  if  you  do  not  support  it,  you 
will  press  2  for  no.  Vote  when  the  light 
app)ears.  It  did  require  two  thirds  and 
you  supported  it  by  81.9%.  [Yes,  749; 
No,  166]  We  will  now  be  functioning 
under  that  rule.  Yes,  the  DCA  tomor- 
row. We  can  go  back  to  our  election 
process.  You  voted  for  3  p>ersons.  Valid 
votes  2757.  Valid  ballots  932.  Need  to 
elect  460.  Invalid  ballots  21 .  [Applause] 
Daniel  A.  Ivey-Soto  received  the  neces- 
sary number  and  was  elected.  [Ap- 
plause] You  need  to  vote  for  two  more. 
Look  at  the  names.  Look  at  the  results. 
Yes,  px)int  of  order?  Mike  8. 

MARK  L.  DICKEN  (South  Indiana):  I 
think  we  still  have  a  math  error  in  the 
system.  Half  of  the  total  of  vahd  votes 
was  not  460;  it  should  have  been  I  be- 
lieve 466. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Let  me  ask  the  secre- 
tary. We  are  trying  to  get  it  back  on  the 
screen.  I  think  it  is  our  determination 
that  467  would  be  the  number  needed 
to  elect.  That  would  be.  .and  so  the  dele- 
gate was  correct  to  raise  the  p)oint  of  or- 
der about  the  results.  We  do  not  have  an 
election.  Yes,  I  vnW  recognize  you.  Mike 
4. 

DEAN  S.  YAMAMOTO  (Ore- 
gon-Idaho): Bishop,  I  think  it  is  pretty 
easy.  Can  I  run  the  numbers  by  you? 
The  last  2  have  been  correct.  2757  di- 
vided by  the  3  votes  we  took  equals  919, 
divided  by  2  to  get  the  majority  is  459. 
[Applause] 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  Yes,  I  wUl 
recognize  you.  Come  to  mike  4. 

MAC  BRANTLEY  (North  Georgia): 
The  information  that  was  given  is  not 
correct.  [Lflug/i/fryThe21  invalid  ballots 
need  to  be  divided  by  3.  So  the  7,  in- 
stead of  21,  would  be  what  would  be 
deducted  from  the  total. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Please  ...  I  think  we 
might  need  to  defer  the  election  until 
we  get  some  clanty.  Let's  lake  a  . . .  let's 
take  a  break.  You've  been  working  here 

for [Applause]  Let's  take  a  15  rrunute 

break.  Please  be  back  in  15  minutes. 

[Break,  followed  by  singing] 

TTiank  you  for  that.  Let's  come  to  or- 
der by  coming  to  your  seats.  Can  you 
move  to  your  seats.  Please  come  to  or- 
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der.  Thank  you,  please  come,  be  seated 
when  you  come  to  your  seat.  I  wanted 
to  say  a  word  to  you.  To  get  into  the 
kind  of  situation  we  were  in  and  one 
just  wants  to  say,  "Isn't  modern  tech- 
nology wonderful."  It  also  made  me 
make  a  very  discourteous  statement 
earlier.  Please  be  in  order.  The — earlier 
when  I  made  a  discourteous  statement 
it  was  because  the  voting  machine  had 
started  down  that  road,  and  I  apologize 
to  any  offense  to  anyone  at  that  point. 
We  really  need  an  explanation  on  how 
to  read  the  ballot  and  so  that  will  come 
in  the  morning.  We  can  then  tomorrow 
morning  move  back  to  voting  for  the  al- 
ternates to  the  judicial  council.  But  you 
need  a  clear  explanation  on  how  to  read 
it  so  that  you  don't  get  different  dele- 
gates giving  different  mathematical  in- 
terpretations and  so  we  will  do  them  in 
the  morning.  Yes,  I'll  recognize  you  in 
the  back.  There  will  be  no  more  voting 
on  alternates  for  judicial  council  till  to- 
morrow morning.  Mike  8. 

PHILIP  R.  GRANGER  (North  Indi- 
ana): Bishop,  I  would  like  to  try  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules.  I  would  like  to 
suspend  the  rules;  and  on  the  next  bal- 
lot go  for  a  plurality  on  the  remaining 
alternates  for  the  judicial  council. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Would  you  be  willing 
to  wait  till  tomorrow  morning  because 
we  are  not  going  to  go  to  a  vote. 

GRANGER:  Bishop,  I'm  willing  to 
wait  if  that's  what  you  desire  but  I  be- 
lieve the  problem  was  in  the  mathemat- 
ical calculation  of  the  majority  and  my 
motion  would  not  require  that  calcula- 
tion. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Yes,  I  think  I  would 
like  for  this  to  be  delayed  till  tomorrow 
morning  at  which  tiTie  the  Discipline 
calls  for  there  being  a  majority  vote 
even  for  every  alternate.  And  so  I  think 
you  would  need  to  be  clear  about  what 
you  would  be  doing  in  that  event.  And 
then  the  electronic  process  would  also 
be  ready  in  the  event  that  such  a  motion 
were  either  to  be  voted  up  or  down  at 
that  time.  So,  I  would  still  like  for  you  to 
wait  till  tomorrow  morning  when  that 
discussion  can  be  held.  We  can  move  on 
then  to  some  agenda  items,  get  those 
out  of  the  way.  All  right,  thank  you. 

Faith  and  Order  Legislative  Commit- 
tee is  ready  to  present  to  you.  Mr. 
Hayes. 

Report  of  Faith  and  Order 
Alcohol  and  Drugs  on  Campus 

ROBERT  E.  HAYES  (Texas):  Thank 
you  Bishop,  thank  you  General  Confer- 


ence, the  committees,  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Faith  and  Order  would 
like  to  present  for  your  consideration 
several  petitions  and  you  can  turn  to  p. 
1908  in  your  DC  A,  to  Petition  30586.  It  is 
Calendar  Item  314  found  on  p.  532  of 
the  Advance  DCA.  Petition  30586.  It  con- 
cerns the  use  of  alcohol  and  drugs  on 
campuses.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  with  an  amend- 
ment and  it  is  amended  at  the  bottom, 
the  last  paragraph  in  this  particular  pe- 
tition. This  is  a  non-disciplinary  resolu- 
tion which  would  go  into  our  Book  of 
Resolutions.  And  we  recommended 
concurrence  as  amended. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  did  you 
want  to  give  us  a  line  of  rationale  for  it. 

HAYES:  Well,  the  resolution  itself 
speaks  to  the  need;  of  the  percentages  of 
students  who  are  reported;  alcoholic  re- 
lated events  and  activities  and  schools. 
And  the  Methodist  Church  is  trying  to 
address  this  issue  through  several 
steps.  And  also  at  the  very  end  of  this 
particular  resolution  it  strongly  recom- 
mends that  United  Methodist  Colleges 
and  Universities  prohibit  the  sale  and 
possession  of  beverages,  alcoholic  bev- 
erages on  their  campus. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  it  is  before 
you.  Yes  I  recognize  the  pink.  Yes.  Mike 
6. 

J.  ROBERT  BURKHART  (Iowa):  I 
would  like  to  make  an  amendment  in 
the  fourth  paragraph,  the  ninth  line, 
just  before  the  words  "the  United  Meth- 
odist College  Presidents."  I'd  like  to 
recommend  that  we  insert  the  words, 
"the  Division  of  Higher  Education  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 

and  Ministry,  and  with "  So  it  would 

read  "the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  partnering  with  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education  of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and 
with  United  Methodist  College  Presi- 
dents" and  so  on.  And  then,  under 
point  4,  to  substitute  this  language  for 
what's  there.  "Affirming  and  encour- 
aging United  Methodist  related  col- 
leges and  universities,  efforts  to 
address  alcohol  abuse  and  use  by  col- 
lege students."  If  there  is  a  second  I'd 
like  to  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  DEW:  It  is  seconded. 

BURKHART:  The  first  part  of  this 
amendment,  I  think,  brings  us  into  con- 
formity with  the  Discipline  paragraph 
1414.4.  And  the  last  part,  instead  of 
making  the  General  Conference  sound 
like  a  dictatorial  or  dictatorial  parent,  it 
helps  us  join  in  partnership  with  col- 


leges. I  know  our  four  Iowa  United 
Methodist  related  colleges  are  strug- 
gling with  this  issue,  as  other  United 
Methodist  related  colleges  are.  And  we 
as  a  church  are  struggling  with  them  on 
that.  And  as  partners  I  think  we  can  do 
better  in  affirming  them  and  working 
with  them. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  the  amend- 
ment is  before  you  do  you  wish  to  speak 
to  it?  Yes  I'll  recognize,  yes  the  young 
man,  yes.  Can  you  come  to  mike  1? 

Alcohol  Abstinance  on  Campus  Debated 

GERALD  "JAY"  WILLIAMS  (West- 
ern New  York):  I  would  like  to  speak  for 
the  amendment  for  several  reasons. 
Actually,  in  our  social  principles  we  use 
language  that  is  that  promotes  absti- 
nence rather  than  prohibiting  drinking 
alcohol,  so  I  think  that  this  amendment 
will  bring  us  into  conformity  with  that, 
as  well.  As  possibly  a  greater  reason:  If 
we  prohibit  the  sale  and  use  of  alcohol 
on  our  campuses,  what  we  do  is  create  a 
situation  where  we  have  students  go- 
ing off  campus  to  drink  and  then  possi- 
bly get  drunk  and  then  they  have  to 
return  to  campus  in  a  drunken  state.  So 
that  could  potentially  promote  situa- 
tions that  are  far  greater  than  the  ones 
that  would  be  on  campus  otherwise. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  speech  in  fa- 
vor of  the  amendment.  Is  there  one  in 
opposition?  I'll  recognize  you  yes,  in 
the  pink  card  come  to  mike  4.  You're  on 
the  amendment  now,  so  you  would 
speak  to  it. 

MICHAEL  T.  MUELLER  (Wiscon- 
sin): I  would  speak  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment.  Our  committee  did  dis- 
cuss this  quite  seriously  and  felt  that 
this  wording  best  reflected  what  we 
wanted  to  happen.  In  all  of  our  discus- 
sion, including  the  discussion  right 
now,  we  have  not  said  anything  about 
the  responsibility  of  our  college  stu- 
dents to  behave  responsibly,  whether 
or  not  they're  attending  a  Christian  col- 
lege campus.  And  we  can  certainly  un- 
derstand the  concern  for  students 
going  off  campus,  getting  intoxicated, 
and  then  trying  to  drive  back  to  the 
campus.  But  I  maintain  that  there  is  a 
need  on  the  part  of  those  students  to  be- 
have responsibly. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  is  there  any- 
one, yes  in  the  back  in  green  shirt.  Yes 
you  in  the  yellow  card.  Mike  8.  Are  you 
speaking  in  opposition? 

TYSON  FERGUSON  (Detroit):  I 
speak  in  opposition  to  the  amendment 
because  we  need  to  stand  firm  in  our 
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belief  that  we  need  to  abstain  from  alco- 
hol. We  need  to  let  the  universities  and 
colleges  that  we  as  United  Methodists 
support — supfjort  them  fully  in  all 
ways — universities  and  colleges  are 
some  of  the  most  formative  years  of  a 
person's  life.  And  if  we  as  a  church 
want  to  teach  responsibility  and  how 
fjeople  are  supposed  to  change  their  be- 
havior about  alcohol,  what  message  do 
we  send  when  allow  the  universities  to 
have  alcohol  on  their  campuses  and  in 
the  communities? 

I  graduated  with  two  degrees  from 
Michigan  State.  During  those  seven  I 
saw  several  kids  lose  their  lives  because 
of  alcohol  and  the  misuse  of  it.  The 
president  of  the  university  is  moving 
towards  a  dry  campus  and  we  have 
seen  results.  This  is  not  just  a  church  is- 
sue. This  is  a  society  issue.  I  am  now  at- 
tending Duke  Divinity  School  and  this 
last  year  we  have  lost  a  couple  of  stu- 
dents because  of  alcohol.  The  president 
and  other  people  in  the  university,  as 
well  as  students,  are  addressing  the  is- 
sue. They  are  beginning  to  do  it  already. 
If  this  General  Conference  encourages 
them;  then  we  were  only  encouraging. 
We  need  to  stand  firm  and  ask  to  change 
behavior  and  teach  to  change  behavior. 
Thank  you. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right  we've  had 
two  sp>eeches  in  favor  and  two  against. 
I'm  ready  to  put  it . . .  yes? 

Are  you — yes.  I  recognize  you  stand- 
ing. Come  into  mike  5.  Are  you  speak- 
ing on  the  amendment,  and  what  side 
are  you  speaking  on? 

CARL  GLADSTONE  (Detroit): 
Bishop,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  spirit  of  the 
amendment  but  would  like  to  offer  a 
substitute,  if  I  am  in  order. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Yes. 

Substitute  for  Alcohol  Petition 
Is  Substituted 

GLADSTONE:  I  would  like  No.  4  of 
this  f>etition  to  read  (strike  entirety  of 
No.  4  and  replace  with:  "Strongly  rec- 
ommending that  United  Methodist  and 
United  Methodist  related  colleges  and 
universities  uphold  abstinence  from 
drinking  alcohol  as  a  viable  and 
faith-filled  option,  and  that  those  insti- 
tutions provide  programming  and  so- 
cial events  that  would  foster  such  an 
environment." 

BISHOP  DEW:  Is  there  a  second  to 
that?  It  is  seconded.  You  wish  to  speak 
to  your  substitute? 


GLADSTONE:  Many  of  the  reasons 
have  already  been  said,  sir,  and  I  would 
just  like  to  reiterate  that  the  language  of 
prohibition  is  not — is  inconsistent  with 
the  language  that  we  have  in  our  own 
social  principles. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  Anyone 
wishing  to  speak  in  opposition  to  the 
substitute? 

Yes,  I'll  recognize  you  in  the  rear,  way 
back  there  with  the  orange  card.  Was 
somebody  actually  wanting  to — no- 
body's going  to?  All  right.  Yes?  Mike  8. 

SHARIE  MORGAN  (North  Indiana): 
With  all  due  respect,  I  would  like  to  re- 
mind General  Conference  that  while 
we  are  arguing  about  our  college  kids 
drinking  alcohol,  thousands  of  children 
are  dying  because  they  have  no  water  to 
drink. 

BISHOP  DEW:  Yes,  mike  1. 

MATTHEW  G.  JOHNSON  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  1  would  like  to  speak  in 
favor  of  the  substitute  amendment.  I — 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right. 

JOHNSON:  I  believe  the  substitute 
amendment  recommends  action  in- 
stead of  placing  this  in  a  book,  and  just 
having  it  sit  on  a  shelf.  This  recom- 
mends action  to  be  taken  by  the  colleges 
to  promote  abstinence  in  drinking,  and 
abstinence  of  alcohol.  That  is  why  I 
sf)eak  for  the  substitute  amendment. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  The  substi- 
tute is  before  you.  Yes,  I'll  recognize 
you.  Mike.  Yes.  No,  the  gentleman 
there  to  the  left.  Mike  4.  The  substitute 
is  before  you.  Are  you  opposed? 

JIM  SMITH  (Northwest  Texas):  I 
move  previous  question  on  all  that  is 
before  us. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  The  previ- 
ous question.  Is  that  seconded?  All 
right.  I  will  put  that  to  the  vote.  If  you 
sustain  the  vote  by  two-thirds,  we  will 
then  move  to  voting  on  all  that  is  before 
us.  If  you  support  the  previous  ques- 
tion, press  1.  If  you  do  not  support  the 
previous  question,  press  2.  Vote  when 
the  light  appears.  (Yes.  872;  No.  481 
You've  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. We  move  to  the  substitute.  If  you 
supfx>rt  the  substitute  motion — all 
right.  We  will — excuse  me.  We'll  have  a 
final  comment  from  the  podium. 

HAYES:  I  simply  want  to  say  that  in 
relation  and  regards  to  this  particular 
petition,  the  committee  voted  84  to 
zero.  We  had  the  benefit  of  the  young 
man  who  made  a  testimony  here.  He  is 
a  student  at  Harvard.  We  also  had  on 


that  committee  a  person  who  has 
worked  with  Wesley  foundations,  and 
to  think  that  total  abstinence  on  our  col- 
leges and  universities  can  be  achieved 
is  totally  unrealistic  and  we  would  urge 
you  to  support  this  petition. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  If  you  would 
support  the  substitute,  you  vote  1.  If 
you  do  not  support  the  substitute,  vote 
2.  Vote  when  the  light  appears.  /Yes, 
531;  No,  3931  All  right.  You've  sup- 
ported the  substitute.  That's  the  substi- 
tute for  the  amendment  that  was  before 
you.  Now  that  becomes  a  part  of  the 
main  motion.  The  main  motion  is  be- 
fore you  with  the  substitute  to  the 
amendment.  If  you  would  vote  in  sup- 
port of  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee, press  1;  if  you  do  not,  press  2. 
[Yes,  782;  No,  1 341  You've  supported  the 
committee's  recommendation  for  that 
calendar  item. 

I  believe  we've  come  to  the  time  for 
the  order  of  the  day.  Thank  you,  Mr. 
Hayes.  We  have  a  report  of  the  GCOM 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 
Bishop  Hearn. 

Advance  for  Christ  arid  His  Church 

BISHOP  J.  WOODROW  HEARN: 
Since  the  General  Conference  of  1948 
meeting  in  Boston,  52  years  ago  now, 
one  of  the  most  vital  and  exciting  and 
helpful  outreach  ministries  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  been  the 
Advance.  Administratively,  it  is  con- 
nected to  the  General  Council  on  Minis- 
tries. During  this  quadrennium.  Bishop 
Ed  Paup  has  given  tremendous  leader- 
ship to  the  Advance  Committee  and  he, 
now,  will  make  the  presentation  of  this 
report. 

BISHOP  EDWARD  W.  PAUP:  Thank 
you.  Bishop  Hearn,  Bishop  Dew,  sisters 
and  brothers  in  mission.  At  the  1996 
General  Conference  in  Denver  The 
United  Methodist  Church  was  invited 
to  a  birthday  party.  And  this  party  was 
held  in  the  year  1998,  celebrating  50 
years  of  life  in  and  through  the  Ad- 
vance for  Christ  and  His  Church.  Re- 
membering how  both  those  who  came 
before  us  and  we  ourselves  have  been 
engaged  in  mission  through  this  ex- 
traordinary second-mile  journey.  As 
with  other  parties.  United  Methodists 
came  bearing  gifts  in  the  record  amount 
that  year  of  over  34  million  dollars.  At 
the  party,  we  closed  our  eyes  and  we 
prayerfully  considered  a  world  where 
God's  children  would  have  adequate 
shelter,  food,  education,  and  opportu- 
nities to  receive  and  respond  to  the 


2254 


May  1 1 .  2000 


good  news.  And  when  we  opened  our 
eyes,  the  breath  of  the  world  blew,  but 
the  candles  on  the  cake  would  not  go 
out.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  party  con- 
tinues and  last  year,  1999,  we  armihi- 
lated  the  record  that  was  set  the  year 
before  as  we  gave  in  excess  of  $44  mil- 
lion dollars  to  the  Advance. 

(Applause) 

And  so  here  at  General  Conference 
2000  we  hold  high  the  candles  of  God's 
light,  surrounded  by  so  great  a  cloud  of 
witnesses. 

(Video  Presentation) 

(Video  Presentation-Board  of  General 
Council  on  Ministries) 

(Applause) 

(Song — Cynthia  Wilson,  Singing 

"How  Great  Thou  Art") 

(Applause) 

DEW:  If  you'll  be  seated  we  will  have 
a  report  from  the  Presiding  Officers 
Committee  and  any  announcements 
and  then  a  closing  benediction.  I  recog- 
nize Paul  Extrum-Hemandez,  chair  of 
the  Presiding  Officers  Committee. 
Mike  4,  you  have  a  report  for  us? 

Bishops  Craig,  Mutti,  and  Lyght 
to  Preside  on  Wednesday 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ:  Yes 
sir.  Thank  you,  bishop.  Presiding  to- 
morrow morning  will  be  Bishop  Judith 
Craig  from  the  Ohio  West  Area.  Pre- 
siding tomorrow  afternoon  will  be 
Bishop  Frederick  Mutti  from  the  Kan- 
sas Area  and  then  presiding  tomorrow 
evening  will  be  Bishop  Ernest  Lyght 
from  the  New  York  Area.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  DEW:  All  right,  I'll  turn  to 
the  secretary  for  any  announcements. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  One  an- 
nouncement as  far  as  Independent 
Commissions  is  concerned;  a  brief 
meeting  of  the  committee  is  scheduled 
following  this  session.  The  Committee 
on  Reference  will  meet  in  the  morning 
at  7:15  a.m.  in  room  224.  Please  have  all 
committee  members  attend.  And  then  a 
reminder  that  as  we  have  appreciated 
the  music  which  is  shared  by  the  vari- 
ous choirs  as  they  come  for  about  15 
minutes  before  our  morning  worship, 
tomorrow  there  are  some  really  special 
times  in  store  for  us.  And  so  they  will  be 
beginning  a  bit  earlier  than  we  have 
been  used  to.  As  you  arrive  be  aware 
that  the  choirs  will  begin  singing  for  us 
at  7:45. 


BISHOP  DEW:  All  right.  I  have  in- 
vited Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  to 
close  our  evening  session. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  LEONTINE  KELLY:  If  you 
will  remain  in  your  seats  and  join  me  in 
gratitude  to  a  great  God  who  is  able  to 
weave  together  the  hnes  on  the  page 
until  it  becomes  action  around  the 
world,  the  miracle  of  God'  grace.  Let  us 
pray.  Oh  eternal  God,  we  are  so  grateful 
for  your  presence.  At  the  end  of  the  day 
we  may  be  weary,  we  may  wonder  if 
we'll  ever  get  to  the  end.  We  have  con- 
cerns and  responsibilities.  But  we  come 
and  just  give  you  all  that  you  have  al- 
ready given  us,  and  ask  that  your  Holy 
Spirit  empower  us,  not  only  to  love  one 
another,  but  to  care  for  one  another  and 
to  move  beyond  the  walls  to  enclose  the 
world  in  your  love.  We  thank  you  for 
the  amazing  things  that  are  done 
through  this  church  of  ours.  We  know 
its  problems,  we  know  its  weaknesses, 
yet  we  come  together  at  General  Con- 
ference to  affirm  our  strengths  and  to 
hold  one  another  up.  And  we  are  grate- 
ful. Let  your  spirit  grant  us  the  rest  that 
we  need  this  evening.  Clear  the  cob- 
webs and  the  junk  that  we  carry  around 
with  us.  Oh,  I  hear,  I  hear  the  words  of 
the  hymn  writer,  "Ye  fearful  saints, 
fresh  courage  take.  The  clouds  you  so 
much  dread  are  filled  with  mercy  and 
will  break  with  blessings  round  your 
head."  You  speak  through  us  through 
music,  you  speak  through  us  as  we 
work  together  in  legislative  groups. 
You  speak  to  us  as  we  work  as  a  council, 
and  you  speak  to  us  as  we  give  of  our- 
selves, whatever  we  have,  so  that  when 
we  leave  this  place  we  won't  be  perfect 
but  we'll  be  new  in  you.  Bless  us.  Thank 
you,  Lord.  Thank  you.  Lord.  Have 
mercy  upon  us,  pardon  and  deliver  us 
from  all  our  sins,  confirm  and 
strengthen  us  in  all  righteousness  and 
bring  us  to  everlasting  life  on  the  day 
when  we  shall  see  our  savior  face  to  face 
and  tell  the  story  saved  by  grace.  And 
now,  may  God  raise  you  up  on  eagle's 
wings  and  bear  you  on  the  breath  of 
dawn,  and  make  you  on  a  new  day  to 
shine  like  the  sun,  and  hold  you  in  the 
palm  of  God's  hand.  And  may  the  grace 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  love  of 
God  and  the  powerful,  energizing,  en- 
thusiastic, loving,  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  be  with  us  all,  now  and  forever. 
Will  you  shout  Amen? 


(Congregation  shouts  "Amen") 
(Applause) 

Wednesday  Morning 
May  10,  2000 

(Bishop  Judith  Craig,  presiding) 

(prayer  and  singing) 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury  Introduced 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  ODEN:  For  the 
first  time  in  history  an  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  is  a  guest  of  the  General 
Conference.  (Applause)  This  is  espe- 
cially significant  as  this  visit  comes  at 
the  completion  of  the  international  dia- 
logue between  Methodism  and  the  An- 
glican Communion  and  also  at  the 
beginning  of  the  dialogue  between 
United  Methodism  and  the  Episcopal 
Church,  USA.  Marilyn  and  I  were  visit- 
ing Bath  and  Wells  during  a  renewal 
leave  in  England,  in  July  1990.  We  came 
upon  the  palace  of  the  bishop  with 
beautiful  grounds  of  placid  lake,  grace- 
ful swans.  And  suddenly  a  medieval 
town  crier  came  around  and  filled  the 
air  with  hear-ye's.  He  announced  that 
Her  Majesty,  the  Queen,  had  just 
named  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
Dr.  George  Carey,  to  be  the  next  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury.  I  thought,  "now, 
that's  the  way  to  do  a  press  release." 
(laughter)  Later,  representing  the  World 
Methodist  Council  at  a  conference  of 
the  Anglican  archbishops  in  Capetown, 
South  Africa,  I  had  the  privilege  of 
meeting  Dr.  Carey.  His  lectures  on 
evangelism  were  thrilling,  but  it  was 
our  private  conversations  about  Meth- 
odism that  became  etched  in  my  heart 
and  mind.  Dr.  Carey  has  a  love  for 
Methodism  and  the  Wesleyan  tradi- 
tion. He  has  a  hunger  to  see  Methodism 
and  the  Church  of  England  and  Angli- 
cans around  the  world  draw  closer  to- 
gether. We  met  again  at  Lambeth 
Conference,  which  gathered  at  Canter- 
bury in  1998. 

This  is  a  conference  of  Anglican 
Bishops  held  once  every  1 0  years.  As  an 
ecumenical  delegate,  I  watched  him 
preside  with  grace,  guiding  800  bishops 
from  many  countries  and  cultures.  And 
for  the  next  three  weeks,  the  Anglicans 
were  under  his  leadership  in  a  beautiful 
way.  Dr.  Carey  has  served  as  a  local 
church  pastor,  a  prison  chaplain,  head 
of  a  theological  faculty.  He  holds  a 
Ph.D.  with  an  emphasis  on  the  early 
church.  He  and  his  wife,  Eileen,  have 
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four  children  and  nine  grandchildren. 
Mrs.  Carey  is  a  remarkable  p)erson  in 
her  own  right.  She  is  sitting  with  our 
Bishojjs'  spwuses.  Mrs.  Carey,  we're  de- 
lighted that  you're  here.  Would  you 
please  stand,  that  we  might  warmly 
welcome  you? 

(Applause) 

Memories  of  Lambeth  still  flood  my 
mind,  but  none  so  enduring  as  being  in 
the  Canterbury  cathedral  for  the  open- 
ing processional.  The  voices  of  an  over- 
flowing crowd,  along  with  the  royal 
family,  gathered  for  worship  and  were 
led  by  a  magnificent  organ.  That  medi- 
eval sanctuary,  where  Thomas  More 
was  martyred,  was  filled  with  the  most 
familiar  Wesleyan  hymn:  "O,  for  a 
thousand  tongues  to  sing."  I  felt  like  a 
long  lost  relative  at  a  family  reunion. 
Your  Grace,  the  Wesleys  were  yours  be- 
fore they  were  ours.  In  fact,  we  have 
mutually  shared  them  for  over  two  and 
a  half  centuries,  as  they  lived  and  died 
as  priests  of  the  Church  of  England.  We 
welcome  you  as  a  family  member  to 
this  side  of  the  family  reunion,  and  fol- 
lowing the  special  music  and  the  read- 
ing of  the  Scripture,  we  eagerly 
anticipate  your  message.  Let  us  greet 
His  Grace,  the  Most  Reverend  and 
Right  Honorable  Dr.  George  Leonard 
Carey,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

(Applause  and  Singing) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Hallelujah!  We  are 
extending  our  consciousness  of  the 
wonderful  household  of  God  in  which 
we  are  many  members  and  in  which 
there  are  many  rooms.  And  to  help  us  to 
continue  to  see  this  vision,  we  turn  to 
the  ecumenical  officer  of  the  Council  of 
Bishofjs,  Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove, 
who  will  introduce  additional  ecumen- 
ical guests.  Bishop  Grove. 

Leaders  of  Other  Denomination 
Introduced 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  BOYD  GROVE: 
Yes,  my  sisters  and  brothers  of  Christ  it 
is  my  privilege  on  behalf  of  the  Council 
of  Bishop  to  welcome  to  the  General 
Conference,  and  to  present  to  you  rep- 
resentatives of  many  of  the  churches 
with  whom  we  share  faith  and  mission 
in  this  country.  I  invite  them  to  come 
forward  as  I  call  their  names  and  just  to 
line  up  across  the  platform. 

You  can  bring  them  on,  we  will  greet 
them  all  at  the  end  but  if  you  want  to 
recognize  each  as  he  or  she  comes,  feel 
free  to  do  that.  I'm  going  to  invite  two  to 
come  together  at  the  begiiming.  Both  of 


these  traditions  come  out  of  the  same 
Wesleyan  tradition,  as  do  we.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam M.  Greathouse  of  the  Church  of 
the  Nazarene,  and  the  Rev.  Jeffrey 
Mansell  of  the  Wesleyan  Church,  if 
they  would  come. 

(Applause) 

Bishop  Allan  O.  Bjomberg,  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Amer- 
ica, who  is  on  the  Lutheran  side  of  the 
dialogue  about  to  begin  between  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
ELCA,  the  chairperson  of  the  delega- 
tion from  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  Bishop  Bjomberg. 

(Applause) 

Representing  his  Eminence  Metro- 
p>olitan  Maximos  of  the  Greek  Ortho- 
dox Archdiocese  of  America,  the  Rev. 
Demetrious  Simoni  Idis. 

(Applause) 

The  Most  Reverend  William  S. 
Skylstad  representing  the  National 
Conference  of  Cathohc  Bishops.  Bishop 
Skylstad  is  a  good  friend  of  mine.  We 
coached  here  at  the  recent  phase  of  the 
United  Methodist-Roman  Catholic  dia- 
logue. Bishop  Skylstad. 

(Applause) 

The  Rev.  Bob  (Robert  W.)  Edgar,  one 
of  our  own  United  Methodists,  now  the 
new  General  Secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A. 

(Applause) 

Representing  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Bohl. 

(Applause) 

We  are  in  the  headquarter  city  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  I  hope  you  all 
are  aware  of  that  and  we  are  happy  to 
have  with  us,  this  morning,  represent- 
ing that  church,  the  President  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  the  Rev.  John 
H.  TTiomas. 

(Applause) 

Representing  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Dr.  Jean  Stromberg,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Director  of  the  U.S.  Conference 
of  the  World  Council  Churches. 

(Applause) 

Representing  the  Orthodox  Church 
in  America,  the  Rev.  Father  Leonid 
Kishkovsky 


(Applause) 

Representing  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union,  soon  to  be  the  Churches 
Uniting  in  Christ,  the  Rev.  Tom  Dipko. 

(Applause) 

And  holding  until  last,  representa- 
tives of  two  of  the  Methodist  churches 
with  whom  we  share  faith  of  the  Wes- 
leyan tradition,  and  life  and  mission  in 
the  modem  world.  From  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Royd  Alexander,  and  from  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Bishop  Thomas  Hoyt,  if  they  could 
come  together. 

(Applause) 

And  the  Rev.  Judson  A.  Souers,  of  the 
International  Council  of  Community 
Churches. 

(Applause) 

Now  will  you  greet  them  all? 

(Applause) 

There's  one  more.  I  didn't  know  she 
was  here,  she  was  delayed  by  weather 
and  plane  difficulties.  Representing  the 
Episcopal  Church,  Ms.  Midge  Roof. 

(Applause) 

You  may  be  seated.  We're  inviting 
two  people,  two  of  these  representa- 
tives to  Sfjeak  briefly.  First,  respwnding 
on  behalf  of  all  our  ecumenical  guests  to 
the  General  Conference  the  most  Rev. 
William  S.  Skylstad  who  is  here,  as  I 
said,  representmg  the  National  Confer- 
ence of  Catholic  Bishops  and  who  has 
had,  over  these  years,  a  rich  relation- 
ship with  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Bishop  William  S.  Skylstad  Represents 
National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 

BISHOP  SKYLSTAD:  Good  morning. 
(Congregation  responds-Good  moming)  I 
am  most  grateful  and  honored  to  bring 
prayers  and  greetings  to  you  on  behalf 
of  those  of  us  who  are  your  ecumenical 
colleagues  in  the  pilgrimage  towards 
that  unity  for  which  Christ  prayed.  As 
you  meet  here  today,  at  this  historic 
moment  in  Methodist  history,  you  are 
surrounded  by  a  cloud  of  witnesses, 
and  other  Christian  churches,  who  are 
praying  for  the  Holy  Spirit's  blessing 
on  your  deliberations  and  for  deepen- 
ing our  bonds  of  communion  as  we  wit- 
ness with  you  in  a  suffering  world. 
With  you  we  pray  that  John  Wesley's 
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vision  is  spreading  biblical  holiness 
across  the  land.  May  it  be  a  common 
task  we  can  do  together;  bringing  the 
justice  of  God  and  the  peace  of  Christ  to 
every  part  of  the  world. 

In  these  United  States,  and  across  the 
globe  ecumenically,  open  Christians 
have  been  blessed  by  the  generosity 
and  zeal  that  Methodists  share  with  us 
as  you  spur  us  on  to  mission  and  to  the 
search  for  full,  visible,  unity  in  faith, 
sacramental  life  and  common  witness. 
In  Christ,  we  are  one.  We  are  in  real,  if 
yet  imperfect,  communion  with  one  an- 
other. We  strive,  in  response  to  God's 
grace  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  perfect  that 
communion  together  to  become  the 
church  that  God  wills  for  his  mission  in 
the  world.  We  recognize  that  you  are 
boldly  facing  many  of  the  issues,  in 
your  deliberations  here,  that  we  and  all 
of  our  churches  must  face  as  we  inte- 
grate the  findings  of  modern  science 
into  our  biblical  faith;  as  we  face  the  tu- 
multuous changes  abroad,  and  in  our 
society;  and  as  we  strive  to  bring  heal- 
ing and  reconciliation  to  a  community 
driven  by  the  concerns  of  the  day. 

We  join  with  you  in  prayer.  We  recog- 
nize the  tensions  that  fidelity  to  one  an-  ■ 
other  can  bring  in  the  midst  of  the 
debates  the  Lord  has  called  us  to  en- 
gage in  for  the  sake  of  unity  in  our 
churches.  We  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  be  at  work  as  you  labor  together, 
hoping  that  all  of  our  church  members 
can  be  with  you  in  this  journey. 

We  celebrate  with  you  the  witness  of 
repentance  and  reconciliation,  which 
you  are  engaging,  this  week.  As  Pope 
John  Paul  II  reminded  our  church  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  Lent  a  few  weeks 
ago,  there  are  many  sins  for  which  we 
must  repent  and  which  have  continu- 
ing consequences  in  our  lives  as 
churches.  Certainly  your  witness  with 
the  African-American  churches  to  the 
sin  of  racism,  and  the  continued  need 
for  repentance  and  conversion  is  a  chal- 
lenge to  all  of  our  churches.  We  cannot 
move  on  in  our  quest  for  the  full,  visi- 
ble, unity  of  the  churches  until  we,  es- 
pecially here  in  the  United  States,  have 
taken  upon  ourselves  the  continual  the 
task  of  conversion  that  is  necessary  be- 
fore reconciliation  is  possible.  We  join 
with  you  in  prayer  and  confession  and 
we  pledge  ourselves  to  work  with  you 
in  the  dialogue  of  love  and  forgiveness 
that  is  necessary  if  the  burden  of  racism 
is  to  be  diminished  in  the  church  and  in 
our  society. 


We  are  also  most  grateful  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church  for  its  leader- 
ship in  the  ecumenical  dialogues.  As 
Dr.  Edgar  here  witnesses,  you  have 
been  most  generous  with  the  World 
and  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
in  local  situations  across  this  land  and 
throughout  the  world.  Dr.  Jan  Love, 
who  is  being  honored  today,  is  a  sign  of 
that  tireless  service  we  have  come  to 
know  and  cherish  from  the  United 
Methodist  ecumenical  leaders.  We  ap- 
preciate your  championing  the  cause  of 
unity  of  the  churches  in  the  variety  of 
dialogues  in  which  you  have  been  en- 
gaged. It  has  been  a  deep,  spiritual 
blessing  for  me  personally,  to  have 
worked  these  years  with  Bishop  Wil- 
liam Boyd  Grove,  my  dear  friend,  as 
co-chair  of  Catholic-United  Methodist 
dialogue. 

This  dialogue  has  been  a  testimony  to 
our  church's  commitment  to  one  an- 
other and  to  the  goal  of  visible  unity.  In 
the  city  of  Spokane,  from  which  I  come, 
seven  of  us  religious  leaders  gather  ev- 
ery Wednesday  morning  for  breakfast. 
We  come  when  we  can,  but  always  it  is 
scheduled.  Twice  a  year  we  get  to- 
gether for  a  day  of  prayer,  once  in  Holy 
Week  and  once  in  Advent,  sharing  our 
faith  journeys.  A  summer  evening  bar- 
becue and  a  Christmas  gathering  are 
events  to  which  we  look  forward.  Rev. 
Flora  Bowers  (Pacific  Northwest),  by 
the  way,  present  here,  is  part  of  our 
group.  It  is  Christ  who  has  called  all  of 
our  churches  on  the  road  to  unity  and 
witness,  worship  and  sharing  of  the 
gospel.  All  of  us  who  walk  with  you  can 
only  pray  to  God  that  we  may  be  as 
faithful  as  you  have  been  and  that  we 
may  respond  together  with  hope  and 
confidence  to  the  new  challenges  we 
find  before  us.  God's  blessing  on  your 
work.  Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Now,  I  ask  the  Rev. 
Bob  Edgar  to  come  and  greet  you  from 
the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ. 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Edgar  Represents 
National  Council  of  Churches 

ROBERT  W.  EDGAR:  As  one  of  the 
newest  member  of  the  ecumenical  com- 
muruty,  I  bring  greetings  from  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches.  Our  new 
president,  Andrew  Young,  sends  his 
welcome  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  called  and  indicated  his 
passion  for  working  with  the  United 
Methodists  and  all  35-member  commu- 


nions at  the  beginning  of  this  new  de- 
cade, at  the  beginning  of  this  new  cen- 
tury, at  this  beginning  of  the  new 
millennium — to  work  together  for  our 
common  unity  and  common  good.  It 
was  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  who  in  a 
book  published  shortly  after  his  death, 
said  these  words:  "We  are  now  faced 
with  the  fact  that  tomorrow  is  today, 
and  in  this  unfolding  conundrum  of  life 
and  history,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  be- 
ing too  late.  Procrastination  is  still  the 
thief  of  time.  Life  often  leaves  us  bare, 
naked,  and  dejected  with  lost  opportu- 
nity. The  tide  in  the  affairs  of  humanity 
does  not  remain  at  the  flood,  it  ebbs.  We 
may  cry  out  desperately  for  time  to 
pause  in  her  passage,  but  time  is  death 
to  every  plea  and  rushes  on.  Over  the 
bleached  bones  and  jumbled  residues 
of  numerous  civilizations  are  written 
the  pathetic  words  'too  late'." 

God  is  challenging  us  as  members  of 
the  body  of  Christ  to  recognize:  It's  not 
too  late.  The  National  Council  of 
Churches,  Church  World  Service,  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  the  ecu- 
menical community,  is  committed  to 
understanding  the  urgency  of  now.  As 
we  begin  this  new  time  together,  we  are 
called  to  witness  together  that  we  have 
a  common  work:  To  seek  justice;  To 
care  for  the  poor;  To  change  the  world; 
and  To  live  in  community  one  with  an- 
other. So  as  a  symbol  of  our  love  and 
commitment,  as  I  begin  my  service  as 
General  Secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  as  1  help  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  with  a  rich 
fifty  years  of  history,  vision  its  future  in 
this  new  time,  I  invite  you,  as  was  in- 
vited by  our  Roman  Catholic  brothers 
and  sisters,  by  our  Orthodox  brothers 
and  sisters,  by  our  historic  Black  church 
brothers  and  sisters,  by  our  Anglican 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  by  our  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  faith  communities 
around  the  world,  I  call  upon  all  of  us  to 
join  hands  together  in  prayer  and  com- 
mitment for  what  we  can  do  together. 

Let  me  ask  you  now  to  hold  hands, 
stand  and  hold  hands  just  for  a  moment 
together.  As  we  hold  hands  and  touch 
one  another,  let  us  together,  in  the  hold- 
ing of  these  hands,  be  reminded  of  the 
people  around  the  world  who  need  our 
love  and  care.  As  we  hold  hands  with 
one  another,  let  us  pray  for  a  new  ecu- 
menical vision  for  a  new  era  of  hope. 
Let  us  pray  for  a  new  ecumenical 
convenant  for  a  people  of  Christ  that 
makes  all  things  new.  As  we  hold 
hands  together  and  firmly  touch  each 
other,  regardless  of  culture  and  race 
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and  gender  and  sexuality,  let  us  pray 
for  a  new  ecumenical  communion  of 
communions  that  touches  at  the  very 
heart  of  God,  that  touches  at  the  very 
heart  of  justice,  that  touches  at  the  very 
heart  of  love. 

Listen  to  these  words  shared  by  a  pol- 
itician. I  wish  it  were  Jesus  on  the 
Mount  of  Olives  or  Paul  on  the  road  to 
Damascus.  But  in  1966,  in  South  Africa, 
Bobby  Kennedy  said,  "Let  no  one  be 
discouraged  by  the  belief  that  there  is 
nothing  that  one  man  or  one  woman 
can  do  against  the  enormous  array  of 
the  world's  ills,  against  misery  and  ig- 
norance, injustice  or  violence."  Few 
will  have  the  greatness  to  bend  history 
itself,  but  each  of  us  can  work  to  change 
a  small  portion  of  events  so  that  in  the 
total  of  all  those  acts  are  written  the  his- 
tory of  our  generation  as  we  hold  hands 
with  people  here  inside  and  outside 
this  building.  May  we  always  remem- 
ber we,  who  are  many,  are  one  body. 
Amen. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  GROVE:  Friends,  we're 
about  to  do  something  that  1  don't  re- 
member has  been  done  before.  I  caught 
myself  twice  saying  that  we've  never 
done  something  before  only  to  be  re- 
minded that  Bishop  Matthews  has  a 
long  memory.  But  today  the  Council  of 
Bishops  is  going  to  recognize  two  ecu- 
menical leaders  who  have  represented 
this  church  with  distinction  in  the  ecu- 
menical movement.  And  we  have  cho- 
sen to  recognize  them  in  the  presence  of 
the  General  Conference.  And  1  hop>e 
that  this  will  be  but  the  first  of  many 
such  recognitions  that  will  occur,  occur 
across  the  years.  And  I  call  Bishop 
Melvin  Talbert  to  come  forward  to 
make  those  presentations. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  MELVIN  G.  TALBERT: 
Bishop  Craig,  to  our  distinguished  ecu- 
menical guests,  sisters  and  brothers  m 
Christ,  I  greet  you  in  the  name  and  in 
the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  my  dis- 
tinct honor  and  privilege  this  morning 
to  make  two  presentations.  I  do  it  as  the 
one  who  was  privileged  to  be  secretary 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  for  eight  years 
and  carrying  with  it  the  responsibihty 
of  Ecumenical  Officer,  as  did  col- 
leagues before  me:  Paul  Duffy,  Jim 
Matthews,  Jim  Ault,  and  others.  I  do  it 
today  as  the  incoming  ecumenical  offi- 
cer of  our  denomination. 

These  two  persons,  once  they  are 
named,  will  be  recognized  by  you.  But 


they  are  persons  who  have  not  only 
talked  ecumenism,  they  have,  in  behalf 
of  us,  lived  it.  Ecumenism  is  more  than 
talk;  it  is  something  that  must  be  lived 
out  in  what  we  say  and  in  what  we  do 
with  our  very  lives.  So  it  my  privilege 
now  to  present  to  you  and  in  behalf  of 
you  and  the  Council  of  Bishops,  to  pres- 
ent them  certificates  of  appreciation 

The  first  person  that  1  want  to  ask  to 
come  forward  to  join  me  at  the  podium 
is  Dr.  Janice  Love.  Jan,  will  you  join  me 
here? 

(Applause) 

Dr.  Janice  Love  Honored  for  Work 
With  World  Council  of  Churches 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  For  more  than  20 
years,  probably  more  than  half  of  her 
life,  (laughter)  Jan  has  represented  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  ongo- 
ing and  continuing  work  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  As  a  young  per- 
son and  into  her  adult  life,  she  has  done 
that  with  great  distinction.  Jan,  words 
are  inadequate  to  express  to  you  how 
grateful  we  are  as  a  denomination  for 
the  commitment  you  have  made,  be- 
yond the  call  of  duty,  to  represent  us,  at 
personal  risk  to  family  life.  At  times 
when  it  has  been  a  difficult  struggle  for 
her  to  leave  her  daughter  and  family, 
she  has  left  her  family  to  be  in  Geneva 
and  other  places  representing  us  as  a 
denomination.  I  present  to  you  this  day 
this  certificate  of  appreciation  which 
reads  as  follows:  "On  behalf  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
General  Conference,  we  present  this 
certificate  of  appreciation  to  Janice 
Love  in  recognition  of  her  exceptional 
leadership  in  ecumenical  arenas  and 
her  outstanding  service  on  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  from  1975  to  1998.  We  cele- 
brate all  she  has  done  to  promote  the 
unity  for  which  Christ  prayed  in  John 
1 7:21 .  Given  this  tenth  day  of  May  in  the 
year  of  2000  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden,  President  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops;  Bishop  William 
Boyd  Grove,  Ecumenical  Officer  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops;  and  Bishop  J.  Law- 
rence McCleskey,  Columbia  Episcopal 
Area."  Jan.  (Applause) 

JANICE  LOVE:  Sisters  and  brothers 
in  Christ,  I  simply  want  to  say  'Thank 
you"  to  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops,  who  has  repeatedly  sent  me 
back  to  these  great  opportunities  for 
ecumenism,  to  the  General  Commis- 


sion on  Christian  Unity  and  Inter-reli- 
gious Concerns  for  undergirding  my 
work,  for  my  local  church;  many  thanks 
for  being  an  ecumenical  witness  where 
they  are  in  their  place.  And  most  per- 
sonally, to  the  people  I  call  my  ecumen- 
ical mothers;  United  Methodist  Women 
and  the  Women's  Division  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  who  nurtured  in  me, 
very  early  in  my  life,  a  great  passion  to 
reach  across  these  deep  differences,  in- 
deed these  chasms,  that  divide  us  in  our 
church,  our  Christian  family,  and  our 
world.  It's  a  great  journey  to  the  full- 
ness of  the  joy  of  life  in  Christ,  this  ecu- 
menical venture,  and  I'm  so  grateful 
that  you  allowed  me  to  take  it  in  this 
way.  Thank  you.  (Applause) 

Katharine  Bannister  Honored  for  Work 
With  World  Council  of  Churches 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  The  second  per- 
son that  I  want  to  recognize  this  morn- 
ing in  behalf  of  all  of  us  is  a  relatively 
new  face.  I  say  that,  but  still  its  been  ap>- 
proximately  10  years.  She  has  served 
with  distinction  in  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  on  its  Central  Committee 
during  the  last  7  years  of  that  operation 
and  is  now  one  of  the  reigning  presi- 
dents of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  1  served  as  chair  of  the  nomi- 
nating committee  for  the  last  meeting  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  one  of 
the  most  difficult  tasks  one  can  have. 
And  when  her  name  came  up,  there 
was  no  question  in  our  minds  in  the 
nominating  committee  that  she  was  the 
right  choice. 

Kathryn  K.  Bannister,  one  of  our  up- 
coming, young,  creative  pastors  in  the 
lowly  state  of  Kansas,  (laughter)  and  she 
has  represented  us  with  distinction. 
And  how  proud  1  was  to  be  a  member  of 
that  Central  Committee  working  with 
her.  And  now  how  proud  I  am  to  recog- 
nize her  in  your  presence  here  today 
and  to  present  to  her  this  certificate. 
Kathy,  will  you  join  me  here?  (Applause) 
"  On  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  General  Conference, 
we  present  this  certificate  of  apprecia- 
tion to  Kathryn  K.  Bannister  in  recogni- 
tion of  her  exceptional  leadership  in 
ecumenical  arenas  and  her  outstanding 
service  as  a  president  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  We  celebrate  all 
she  has  done  to  promote  the  unity  for 
which  Christ  prayed  in  John  17:21. 
Given  this  tenth  day  of  May  in  the  year 
of  2000  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Bishop  Wil- 
liam B.  Oden,  President,  Council  of 
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Bishops;  Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove, 
Ecumenical  Officer,  Council  of 
Bishops;  Bishop  Albert  Fredrick  Mutti, 
Kansas  Episcopal  Area."  (Applause) 

KATHRYN  K.  BANNISTER:  My 
deepest  thanks  to  you,  the  General 
Conference  and  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
to  my  family  in  the  General  Commis- 
sion on  Christian  Unity  and  Inter-reli- 
gious Concerns,  and  so  many  who  have 
been  mentors.  It  is  one  of  my  deepest 
privileges  in  life  to  be  able  to  be  your  ec- 
umenical servant  in  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  It  is  also  a  great  privilege 
to  reside  in  the  mighty  state  of  Kansas 
(laughter  and  applause)  and  to  serve  as  a 
pastor  in  this  church  that  I  love.  I  am 
sometimes  asked  how  it  is  that  I  bring 
together  these  two  parts  of  my  voca- 
tion, and  some  people  say,  "Well,  you 
must  be  schizophrenic  to  be  able  to  be 
both  a  pastor  in  the  local  setting  in  the 
middle  of  the  United  States  and  some- 
one who  serves  in  the  ecumenical 
movement."  But  I  would  say,  that  for 
me,  they  are  two  parts  of  a  whole  and 
that  those  things  must  be  kept  together; 
so  that  we  become  ecurhenical  in  all 
that  we  do  in  our  local  place;  and  in 
what  we  do  as  a  church  out  in  the 
world.  I  thank  you  and  pray  God's 
blessing  upon  you.  (Applause) 

BISHOP  GROVE:  Bishop  Craig,  that 
concludes  the  ecumenical  celebration 
for  today,  and  we  return  the  house  to 
you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Bishop  Grove,  for  this  wonder- 
ful reminder  of  our  extended  family.  I 
want  to — to  do  one  other  thing  in  terms 
of  that  extended  family.  Bishop  Irons? 
Bishop  Irons  is  the  president  of  the 
North  American  section  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  and  if  that  person 
Joe  Hale  is  here  we  would  like  to  honor 
him  today.  Bishop  Irons. 

Dr.  joe  Hale  Honored  for  Work 
With  World  Methodist  Council 

BISHOP  NEIL  IRONS  (Harrisburg 
Area);  Thank  you.  Bishop  Craig.  Ecu- 
menical leaders,  bishops,  delegates, 
and  friends  of  this  General  Conference. 
We  have  had  with  us,  and  1  hope  he  is 
still  here,  a  friend,  not  only  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  of  Meth- 
odists around  the  world.  As  we  make 
the  turn  into  the  next  millennium,  there 
are  some  70  million  members  and 
friends  of  the  Methodist  Wesley  family 
in  this  world.  The  one  who  provides 
leadership  and  holds  us  together  is  the 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Method- 


ist Council,  Dr.  Joe  Hale.  And  if  Dr. 
Hale  is  here,  I  would  hke  to  ask  him  to 
please  rise  that  we  might  greet  him. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Dr.  Hale.  Can  we 
find  him?  He's  out  greeting  his  friends. 
Let's  let  the  record — 

BISHOP  IRONS:  I,  I  will  be  glad  to  ex- 
tend your  appreciation  to  him.  I'm 
sorry  that  we've  missed  him. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Now  I'd  like  to  recognize 
Hee-Soo  Jung  for  a  moment  of  privi- 
lege. Hee-Soo  Jung,  are  you  ready?  Yes. 
Mike  4  please.  Mike  4  please. 

HEE-SOO  JUNG  (Wisconsin):  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  I'd  like  to  ask  the  bishop  to 
invite  Yu-Sik  Lee  from  Korean  Method- 
ist Church,  council  president,  is  here 
due  to  delay  to  arriving  here.  So  would 
you  welcome  him?  And  then  I  will 
move  on  to  this  call  to  prayer. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Is  he  here?  OK. 
There  he  is.  Come,  come  forward  and 
let  us  greet  you.  Bishop. 

(Applause) 

Bishop  Yu-Sik  Lee  of  Korean  Methodist 
Church  Introduced  and  Offers  Prayer 

JUNG:  Bishop  Craig  and  members  of 
delegate.  Bishop  Yu-Sik  Lee  and  three 
delegates  from  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church  are  here  and  plead  to  us  and 
our  fellow  Korean-American  delegates 
to  call  attention  for  the  desperate  need 
of  our  prayer  to  the  healing  and  recon- 
ciliation of  the  Korean  Peninsula;  such 
a  sad  history  of  division  and  total  sepa- 
ration over  fifty  years.  Peace,  justice, 
and  reunification  between  North  and 
South  Korea  are  tragically  overdue. 
Many  Korean  Christian  communities 
throughout  the  world  cryout  for  God's 
grace  for  intervention  for  reunification. 
Today  we  hear  the  hopeful  sign  and 
good  news  that  presidents  of  North  and 
South  Korean  agreed  to  come  together 
soon  and  embrace  political  healing  and 
reconciliation,  and  after  fifty  years  with 
her  war  and  confrontations.  Bishop,  we 
thank  our  churches  for  prayer  and  the 
passionate  emergency  drive  through 
UMCOR,  through  the  UMCOR,  for  the 
North  Korean  hunger  drive.  Bishop,  if 
you  permit  m.e  just  to  pray  for  our 
bishop  for  this  matter,  we  are  happy  to 
present  that. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Sure.  I  feel  confi- 
dent that  the  house  would  welcome 
this  moment  of  prayer  in  turns  to  our 
colleague  for  leadership.  Thank  you. 


JUNG:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  YU-SIK  LEE:  (The  Korean 
Methodist  Church,  Interpreted  From 
Korean) 

So  good  to  see  you,  the  members  of 
this  General  Conference  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  May  God's  grace  be  with 
you.  I  bring  greetings  from  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church,  one  and  one  half 
million  Methodist  Christians.  I  always 
think  of  America  first  with  a  grateful 
heart.  We  are  grateful  that  you  sent  the 
first  missionary  to  Korea  to  bring  the 
gospel  to  the  Korean  people.  And  also 
that  you  helped  us  during  the  Korean 
conflict  to  maintain  freedom  on  the  Ko- 
rean Peninsula;  and  we  are  grateful  for 
that.  Now,  we  hope  that  the  United 
States  of  America  will  not  only  lead  the 
world  through  economic  and  military 
power  but  through  a  spiritual  and 
Christian  faith.  The  only  place  on  the 
map  of  the  world  that  still  has  a  cold 
war,  a  divided  nation,  is  Korea.  In  June 
of  this  year  the  president  of  South  Ko- 
rea Kim  Dae-jung  and  Kim  Jong-Il  of 
North  Korea  will  meet.  We  ask  you  to 
pray  for  that  event.  (I  also  ask  your 
prayers  for  Bishop  Kim  who  is  translat- 
ing for  me  right  now — ) 

(Laughter) 

I  ask  your  prayers  for  the  many  Ko- 
rean-American United  Methodist 
churches  in  this  country. 

I'll  offer  prayer  for  this.  Let  us  pray  to- 
gether; Dear  God,  we  are  so  grateful. 
May  the  grace  of  God  and  blessing  be 
abounding  in  this  place.  May  every 
member  of  General  Conference  be 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  every- 
day may  the  church  in  the  United  States 
be  growing,  and  advancing,  and  work- 
ing for  the  whole  world  and  dedicated 
to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  And 
also,  bring  your  peace  to  the  Korean 
Peninsula.  We  pray  also  for  the  meeting 
of  two  heads  of  state.  May  that  event  be 
under  your  grace.  In  Jesus'  name. 
Amen. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Now,  the  chair  is  going  to  sug- 
gest that  we've  had  this  wonderful  time 
of  celebration.  It's  great  chairing  this 
kind  of  event.  I'd  like  just  to  declare  the 
morning  over  and  say  I've  done  my  bit, 
and  we've  had  a  wonderful  time.  Ifs 
the  chair's  judgment  that  we  would  do 
well  to  take  our  break  now  so  that  when 
we  return  we  can  turn  our  attention  to 
calendar  items.  So  if  you  will  be  back  at 
10:20,  we  will  start  another  kind  of 
work.  Thank  you  for  your  attention. 
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(Music) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  friends, 
let's  start  back  toward  our  seats  if  you 
will. 

(Music) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Friends  let  us  come 
to  order.  It's  easy  to  keep  empty  chairs 
in  order,  (laughter)  but  the  chair  would 
prefer  to  see  jjeople  in  those  empty 
chairs.  If  you'll  come  and  find  your 
seats  quickly  please.  Thank  you.  Guess 
what!  we're  behind.  (Laughter)  News 
flash!  Whom  so  ever,  it's  your  choice 
how  far  behind  you  want  to  be.  So  you 
can  walk  it  as  slowly  or  as  quickly  as 
you  wish.  I'm  only  here  'til  noon  and 
then  somebody  else  gets  it.  (Laughter) 
That's  whaf  s  nice  about  General  Con- 
ference as  opposed  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. All  right,  here  comes  a  bishop 
running  up  the  aisle.  Go,  Janice!  (Laugh- 
ter) All  right  friends,  I  am  pleased  to  call 
us  back  to  order.  I  am  Judy  Craig,  of  the 
West  Ohio  Conference,  Ohio  West 
Area.  Hush  down  there  now.  (Ap- 
plause) They're  only  clapping  because 
I'm  gorma  retire  in  1 12  days.  (Laughter) 
And  I'm  gonna  be  ably  kept  in  order  by 
my  colleagues  Sharon  Zimmerman 
Rader,  from  Wisconsin,  and  Joe  Yeakel 
who  is  retired.  Nothing  retiring  about 
him.  So  they're  going  to  help  us  all.  But 
most  of  all,  you're  going  to  help  and 
we're  going  to  start  now  with  the 
Agenda  Committee.  Is  Mary  Alice 
here?  There  she  is;  wishing  she'd  been 
here  an  hour  ago.  Thank  you.  Welcome. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida):  It's 
good  to  be  right  on  time.  This  morning 
the  agenda  is  found  on  the  front  page  of 
your  DCA.  And  of  course  with  the  ex- 
ceptior^  that  we  are  behind  schedule, 
as  all  of  you  recognize,  I  lift  the  follow- 
ing things  to  you.  All  resolutiorw  that 
have  come  across  the  chair  of  the 
Agenda  Committee's  desk  will  be 
printed  in  the  DCA.  The  following  com- 
mittees will  meet  at  lunchtime:  Faith 
and  Order;  Global  Ministries;  General 
and  Jurisdictional;  Conferences.  With 
those  exceptions,  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  agenda  for  the  day. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  you  see 
the  agenda  that  we've  already  muti- 
lated before  you  today.  If  you  will  af- 
firm this  as  the  agenda  in  spite  of  us, 
please  vote  yes,  if  not,  vote  no.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes.  479; 
No,  9J  Now  look  at  that.  You're  affirm- 
ing yourselves  nicely.  All  right,  we 
have  an  agenda.  Now,  let's  turn  to  the 
Consent  Calendar. 


Just  a  moment,  let's  get  the  Consent 
Calendar  in  front  of  us  please. 

Consent  Calendars  A04.  B04,  and  C04 
Approved 

FITZGERALD  REIST  (Coordinator  of 
the  Calendar):  Good  morning.  Please 
turn  in  your  DCA  for  Tuesday,  May  9, 
2000,  volume  4,  no.  7,  to  p.2036.  The 
fourth  Consent  Calendar  begins  there. 
(Pause) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  I  think  they've  got 

it. 

REIST:  On  p.2036  Consent  Calendar 
A04  begins  with  Calendar  Item  649.  On 
p. 2037  Calendar  Item  665  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates.  On 
p.2038  Calendar  Item  671  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of 
Consent  Calendar  A04  with  the  excep- 
tions noted. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  we  have 
A04  before  us  with  the  exceptions 
noted.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  599;  No,  6]  We  have  ap- 
proved Consent  Calendar  A04. 

REIST:  On  p.2048  Consent  Calendar 
B04  begins  with  Calendar  Item  760.  On 
p.2056  Calendar  Item  804  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates.  On 
p.2059  Calendar  Item  836  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates.  On 
p.2060  Calendar  Item  838  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates.  On  p. 
2061  Calendar  Item  846  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of 
Consent  Calendar  B04  with  the  exce]> 
tions  noted. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  We  have  B04  Con- 
sent Calendar  before  us  with  the  excep>- 
tions.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  (Yes,  679;  No,  11]  Thank  you,  it 
is  adopted. 

REIST:  On  page  2062,  Consent  Calen- 
dar C04  begins  with  Calendar  Item  851 . 
On  p.  2063,  Calendar  Item  857  has  been 
removed  at  the  request  of  delegates.  On 
p.  2068,  Calendar  Item  916  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates.  On  p. 
2074,  Calendar  Items  987  and  991  have 
been  removed  at  the  request  of  dele- 
gates. On  p.  2079,  Calendar  Item  1042 
has  been  removed  at  the  request  of  del- 
egates. There's  one  more.  On  p.  2081, 
Calendar  Item  1064  has  been  removed 
at  the  request  of  delegates. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right. 


MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of  the 
Consent  Calendar  C04  with  the  excep- 
tior\s  noted. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Consent  Calendar 
C04  as — approved,  as  amended,  is  be- 
fore you.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. lYes,  766;  No,  19]  It  is  adopted. 
Hold  please,  he's  not  quite  through. 
Just  a  moment  please.  Just  go  ahead.  Is 
this  about  the  Consent  Calendar? 
Please  come  to  mike  8. 

KEVIN  G.  GOODWIN  (Penin- 
sula-Delaware): On  p.  2161  of  the  DCA 
of  today,  it  lists  that  793  was  pulled  at 
the  request  of  delegates,  including  my- 
self, and  was  not  mentioned  this  morn- 
ing. Is  that  not  necessary? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Let  us  check. 

REIST:  Page  number  again,  please. 

GOODWIN:  On  today's  DCA.  it's 
listed  under  "removed  from  consent 
calendar,"  p.  2161,  no.  793. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  In  toda/s? 

GOODWIN:  But  it  was  on  yester- 
day's calendar,  sir.  It's  listing  the  ones 
that  were  pulled  from  yesterday's  cal- 
endar so  I  would  thought,  the  gentle- 
man would  have  mentioned  it  today 
because  the  other  ones  were  mentioned 
665,671,804,  etc.,  etc. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  He's  looking.  Thank 
you.  We  want  to  be  accurate.  Thank 
you. 

REIST:  I  must  apologize.  I've  made  an 
error. 

CRAIG:  No! 

(Laughter) 

REIST:  Well,  well,  people  will  do  a  lot 
to  keep  me  quiet. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Grace  abounds. 
(Laughter) 

REIST:  Calendar  Item  793  should 
have  been  listed  as  removed  at  the  re- 
quest of  delegates. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you,  it  will 
be. 
REIST:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  All  right. 

Conference  Approves  Consent  Calendar 
Limits  at  Ten  Names  Immediately 

REIST:  I  must  offer  my  apologies  to 
the  General  Conference  for  another  er- 
ror which  1  made  last  evening.  I  misun- 
derstood the  motion  regarding  the 
Consent  Calendar  and  directed  that  the 
Consent  Calendar,  which  appears  in  to- 
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day's  DC  A  beginning  on  p.  2133,  in- 
clude those  items  in  which  no  more 
than  ten  votes  were  cast  against  the  pre- 
vailing position.  Consequently,  there 
are  items  on  the  Consent  Calendar 
which  do  not  belong  there.  If  you  so  de- 
sire, I  can  prepare  a  list  of  those  items 
and  announce  it  later  this  morning,  or 
perhaps  the  body  would  choose  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  and  proceed  with  the  re- 
port as  printed. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Do  you  understand 
what  he's  saying — 
MASSEY;  Bishop  Craig? 
BISHOP  CRAIG:  —other  than  the  fact 
they  he  goofed?  Yes? 

MASSEY:  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
so  that  begirming  immediately  all  cal- 
endar items  with  ten  or  fewer  votes  op- 
posed, as  reported  out  of  committee,  be 
placed  on  the  Consent  Calendar. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right.  We  have 
support  for  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  so  that  we  can  alter  how  we  get 
items  on  the  Consent  Calendar.  The 
first  vote  we  need  is  to  suspend  the 
rules,  requires  two-third.  If  you  will 
suspend  the  rules,  will  you  vote  now? 
•  Well,  whether  you  will  or  not,  vote 
now.  [Yes.  752;  No,  76]  All  right.  You 
suspended  the  rules.  Now  the  motion  is 
that  anything  with — just  say  the  mo- 
tion for  us  again  now.  We're  going  to 
change  the  rules  now  that  we've  sus- 
pended them. 

MASSEY:  That  beginning  immedi- 
ately, all  calendar  items  with  ten  or 
fewer  votes  opposed,  as  reported  out  of 
committee,  be  placed  on  the  Consent 
Calendar. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right.  That's  the 
motion  before  you  immediately.  Any- 
thing with  ten  or  fewer  opposing  votes 
is  on  the  Consent  Calendar.  Yes.  Right 
here,  mike  1 . 

EWING  WERLEIN  (Texas):  Could  I 
request  that  the  chair  of  the  committee 
give  us  those  numbers  of  the  petitions 
affected,  because  we  have  not  had  op 
portunity,  if  this  rule  is  suspended,  to 
examine  its  effect.  And  it  would  be 
helpful,  it  seems,  to  all  delegates  to 
know  which  ones  we're  talking  about 
in  the,  the  event  the  delegates  would 
want  to  assemble  the  required  ten  per- 
sons to  remove  from  the  Consent  Cal- 
.  endar. 

REIST:  If  I  could  have  approximately 
an  hour  to  do  that. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Would  that  be  satis- 
factory, sir?  You  say,  no?  We  would  not 


be  acting  on  that  Consent  Calendar  at 
that  hour  anyway. 

WERLEIN:  Oh,  yes,  certainly.  It 
seems  to  me  that  should  be  acceptable. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  We  still  need  to,  to  vote  on  plac- 
ing items  with  ten  or  fewer  on  the  Con- 
sent Calendar.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  773;  No,  58]  You've 
done  that  quite  well,  thank  you  very 
much.  I  keep  forgetting  to  look. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  We're  going  to  turn 
now  to  Faith  and  Order  and  Bob  Hayes. 
Do  you  know  that  these  committee 
chairs  get  up  every  morning  and  get 
over  here  for  breakfast  at  7  o'clock? 
And  I  went  there  this  morning,  and  I 
tell  you:  They  have  breakfast! 

(Laughter) 

I  haven't  been  having  breakfast;  it 
was  really  kind  of  nice.  They're  work- 
ing very  hard.  Thank  you. 

HAYES:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Yes,  one  of  the  cards 
back  here.  Come  to  mike  5.  Stay  steady. 
Bob.  We'll  see  what  this  is. 

Conference  Prays 
for  Arrested  Demonstrators 

TIM  JONES-YELVINGTON  (New 
York):  I  would  like  to  ask  for  the 
prayers  of  the  body  on  the  matter:  We 
express  our  appreciation  for  the  several 
hundred  pastors,  lay  persons  and  bish- 
ops, family  and  friends  who  were  ar- 
rested in  obedience  to  their  conscience 
and  faith  in  Christ.  And  we  acknowl- 
edge that  we  are  not  all  in  agreement 
with  their  stand,  but  we  respect  their 
conviction  and  lift  them  in  prayer. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  this  is  a  re- 
minder that  some  acts  of  conscience 
have  been  occurring  outside  of  our,  our 
hall  this  morning  and  some  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  have  placed  them- 
selves under — in  a  position  to  be  ar- 
rested. And  their  request  is  that  we  not 
forget  that  but  keep  them  in  our  con- 
sciousness. The  chair  would  invite  us  to 
a  time  of  silent  meditation  and  thought, 
for  each  of  us  knows  that  God  looks  into 
our  hearts  and  knows  our  arwieties  and 
our  concertos  and  our  convictions.  Let 
us  call  these  brothers  and  sisters  to 
mind. 

God  have  mercy.  Christ  have  mercy. 
God  have  mercy.  Amen.  All  right.  Bob. 
Thank  you. 

HAYES:  Thank  you.  Bishop,  and 
members  of  the  General  Conference. 
I'm  the  chair  of  that  committee,  and  I'm 


here  with  Scott  Jones,  the  vice-chair, 
and  I'm  very  pleased  to  introduce  to 
most  of  you  today  our  very  capable  sec- 
retary, Mary  Elizabeth  Moore.  She  will 
be  reporting   tonight   with   us,  so  I 
wanted  to  introduce  her  to  you  this 
morning  and  let  you  know  who  she  is, 
so  when  you  see  her  tonight.  We  will 
begin  where  we  left  off  last  night,  on  p. 
1908  of  the  of  the  Advance  DCA.  Page 
1908,  Calendar  Item  31351  found  on  p. 
507  in  the  Advance  DCA  It  is  support 
section  on  "Media  Violence  and  Chris- 
tian Values."  And  it  is  recommended 
by  the  committee  concurrence  with  an 
amendment.  And  this  amendment  is  to 
appear  at  the  end  of  TI66p  whereby  we 
inject  three  sub-paragraphs  there  that 
call  for  encouraging  local  congrega- 
tions to  work  with  and  support  paren- 
tal responsibilities  and  individuals  to 
express  opposition  to  the  violence  that 
is  on  our  media  and  televisions,  and 
also  encourage  individuals  to  express 
their  opposition  to  corporate  sponsors. 
As  I  said,  the  committee  recommends 
concurrence  with  this  petition. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Very  well.  We're  on 
Calendar  Item  315,  p.  1908,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation of  concurrence  as 
amended.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  899;  No,  1 8]  It  is  adopted. 

Inherent  Value  of  Non-human  Creation 
Is  Recognized 

HAYES:  If  you  would  look  at  the  next 
page,  1909,  at  the  very  top  lefthand  cor- 
ner of  that  page,  you  will  see  Petition 
31717.  It  is  Calendar  Item  320.  It  is 
found  on  p.  1279  of  the  Advance  DCA, 
1279,  and  it  is  the  recognition  of  the  in- 
herent value  of  non-human  creation. 
The  conunittee  recommends  concur- 
rence, and  the  strength  of  this  particu- 
lar petition  is  that  the  first  sentence 
under  "Energy  Resources  Utilization" 
will  affirm  the  inherent  value  of 
non-human  creation,  such  as  miruiows, 
etc.  We  recommend  concurrence  writh 
this  petition. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Calendar  Item  320  is 
before  you  with  a  recommendation  of 
concurrence.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  847;  No,  55]  You  have 
agreed  with  the  committee.  Next? 

HAYES:  The  petition  below  that  was 
to  be  dealt  with  today,  but  under  the 
new  motion  and  rules,  if  we  have  to 
come  back  with  that,  we  will.  But  lack- 
ing the  necessary  votes,  we  will  remove 
that  to  the  Consent  Calendar. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  thank  you. 
Scott? 
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Disability  Rights  Addressed 

SCOTT  J.  JONES  (North  Texas): 
Bishop,  I  would  call  the  body's  atten- 
tion to  p.  1990.  That's  1-9-9-0.  The  Cal- 
endar Item  609.  It  refers  to  Petition 
1270—1288.  I'm  sorry.  The  PeHtion  is 
31918,  on  p.  1288.  The  peHtion  is  deal- 
ing with  Paragraph  1004  in  The  Book  of 
Discipline.  This  is  the  paragraph  about 
the  responsibilities  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  The  peti- 
rion  asks  that  we  add  the  words  disabil- 
ity rights  to  the  first  sentence  in  this 
paragraph  about  the  prime  responsibil- 
ity of  the  board.  The  committee's  rec- 
ommendation is  nonconcurrence, 
because  the  paragraph,  as  it  reads  al- 
ready, says  that  the  board  and  its  execu- 
tives shall  provide  forthright  witness 
and  actions  on,  action  on  issues  of  hu- 
man well-being,  justice,  peace,  and  the 
integrity  of  creation.  It  is  the  commit- 
tee's judgement  that  disability  rights 
are  already  included  in  this,  and  that 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci- 
ety is  doing  a  good  job  of  addressing 
these  issues.  So  we  recommend  non- 
concurrence.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Very  well.  Calendar 
Item  609,  on  p.  1990  before  you  with  a 
recommendation  of  nonconcurrence. 
Back  there?  Go  to  mike  7,  please. 

KENNETH  M.  SCHROEDER  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Bishop,  I'm  spjeaking 
against  the  conunittee's  recomm  endation 
about  disability.  We  need  to  add  it  If  s 
very,  very  important  that  Church  and  So- 
ciety be  aware  of  this,  this  problem.  If  s 
about  human  beings.  Disability  rights 
needs  to  be  presented  as  often  as  possible. 
If  s  a  very  important  issue. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  thank  you 
very  much.  There's  a  speech  agaiiut 
nonconcurrence.  Is  there  someone  who 
wishes  to  support  nonconcurrence?  Do 
you  have  a  firul  word? 

JONES:  Our  committee  is  strongly  in 
favor  of  our  church  addressing  issues  of 
justice  and  especially  disability  rights.  I 
think  the  sense  of  the  committee  was 
that  adding  words  to  the  Discipline  is 
not  necessary.  We  were  in  favor  of  sim- 
plicity and  clarity,  and  so  that  was  the 
reason  for  our  decision. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  AU  right.  Calendar 
Item  609  is  before  you  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  nonconcurrence.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  lYes,  680; 
No,  253]  You  have  sustained  the  com- 
mittee. 


JONES:  Bishop,  that  ends  what  Faith 
and  Order  has  to  deal  with  for  the  mo- 
ment. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you,  we'll  see 
you  another  time  I'm  sure. 

(Laughter) 

Some  other  fortunate  bishop. 

(Laughter) 

Lef  s — hey,  you  take  every  little  cele- 
bration, you  know. 

(Laughter) 

Let's  turn  to  Conferences  with 
Charles  Courtoy.  Conferences,  are  you 
ready? 

CHARLES  W.  COURTOY  (Florida): 
Bishop,  we  need  you  to  give  us  some 
clarification.  We're  confused  about 
whether  items  previous  today  that  had 
less  than  ten  votes  are  to  be  removed 
and  not  debated  or  whether  not  they're 
not  to  be  presented  today.  We,  we  don't 
know  whether  it  immediately  meant 
beginning  with  the  Cor^ent  Calendar 
today,  or  did  it  mean  calendar  items 
previous  to  today? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Mary  Alice?  She's 
thinking  as  she  comes  to  the  mike  2. 

MASSEY:  No,  actually  I'm  chewing. 
(Laughter) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Sometimes  I  do  that 
when  I  think. 

(Laughter — Applause) 

Please  share. 

(Laughter) 

MASSEY:  I  ate  the  last  piece.  Bishop. 

(Laughter) 

I,  that  was  an  enabling  motion  from 
Gere  Reist.  And  I  took  it  to  mean  that  it 
meant  immediately.  Today — 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Everything. 

MASSEY:  — right  now;  everything. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Is  there  any  objec- 
tion from  the  house  to  interpret  it  that 
way?  I  think  the  house  is  ready  to  read  it 
that  way.  Does  that  help  you? 

COURTOY:  Well  I  think  so,  if  I've 
heard  correctly  now,  those  items  less 
than  ten,  we  do  not  present.  Correct? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Correct. 

COURTOY:  Okay,  thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Got  anything  to 
present? 

COURTOY:  Oh,  yes. 


(Laughter) 

You  were  wishing  not,  huh? 

(Laughter) 

We  begin  with  a  couple  of  petitions 
that  our  vice-chair,  Donde  Ashmos, 
will  present  to  the.  Bishop,  to  the  con- 
ference. 

Open  Meeting  Rules  Considered 

DONDE  P.  ASHMOS  (Southwest 
Texas):  Bishop,  members  of  the  confer- 
ence, I  direct  your  attention  to  p.  2088  in 
the  DCA.  Calendar  Item  1 151,  Calendar 
Item  1151,  Petition  30475.  The  full  text 
could  be  found  on  p.  1 76  of  the  Advance 
DCA.  This  petition  concerns  having  all 
meetings  of  boards,  agencies,  commis- 
sions, etc.,  of  the  annual  conference 
open,  as  open  meetings,  with  provi- 
sions for  times  when  it  needs  to  be 
closed.  The  committee  recommends 
concurrence.  The  rationale  is  this  lan- 
guage is  very  similar  to  language  cov- 
ered in  the  section  of  the  Discipline  on 
General  Conference.  This  just  specifies 
it  to  the  annual  conference. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Calendar  Item  1151  on  p.  2088. 
Recommendation  of  concurrence. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  785;  No,  1321  Thank  you.  You  sus- 
tained the  committee. 

ASHMOS:  TTie  next  item  is  found  on 
p.  2089,  Calendar  Item  1155.  It's  down 
at  the  very  bottom  of  the  page  on  the 
left-hand  side.  Petition  31513.  The  full 
text  can  be  found  on  p.  169  of  the  Ad- 
vance DCA.  This  petition  recommends 
that  changes  in  church  laws  should  take 
effect  as  soon  as  pwssible.  Our  commit- 
tee recommends  nonconcurrence.  The 
rationale  for  our  recommendation  is 
that  this  would  create  much  confusion, 
implementing  changes  before  even  the 
first,  the  next,  new  Discipline  is  pub- 
lished. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  this  item  is 
before  us,  1 1 55.  Calendar  Item  1 1 55,  rec- 
ommendation nonconcurrence.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  /Yes,  890; 
No,  42}  You've  sustained  the  committee. 
Thar\k  you. 

Full,  Unlimited  Laity  Voting  Rights 
Denied  to  Central  Conferences 

ASHMOS:  The  last  item  I  present  to 
you  is  found  on  p.  2090,  Calendar  Item 
1157.  It  is  Petition  31045.  The  hill  text 
can  be  found  on  p.  163  of  the  Advance 
DCA.  This  is  a  recommendation  that  ju- 
risdictional   and    central   conferences 
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may  give  lay  members  full  vote  on  ev- 
erything. The  committee  recommends 
concurrence  with  the  following  amend- 
ment. We  recommend  deleting  the 
wordsy'unsdictiomj/anti,  so  that  it  would 
just  read,  it  would  begin  with  central 
conferences.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  and  the  rationale 
was  that  we  need  to  do  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  let  central  conferences  have  the 
flexibility  they  need  to  do  things  in 
ways  that  work  for  them. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right.  Calendar 
Item  1157  before  you  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  concurrence.  Please  vote 
when  the  hght  appears.  Excuse  me?  I'm 
sorry,  excuse  me,  yes.  Mike  3.  Pardon 
me?  You're  on  my  blind  side. 

PATRICK  STRIEFF  (Switzerland- 
France):  1  come  from  a  central  confer- 
ence, and  I  think  that  there  are  already 
in  the  Constitution  some  items  where 
central  conferences  have  special  rights 
and  powers.  But  I  think  it  is  a  difficult 
thing  to  act  in  other  constitutional  para- 
graphs such  as  splits  between  jurisdic- 
tional and  central  conferences,  because 
the  Constitution  is  something  we 
should  have  in  common.  And,  there- 
fore, 1  speak  against  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  there's  a 
speech  against  this  calendar  item.  I  see 
no  one  else  wishing  to  speak  before  I  re- 
spond. Way  in  the  back,  way  in  the 
back,  two  hands  up.  Yes,  come  to  Mike 
8.  Are  you  speaking  for  the  committee 
recommendation? 

KARSTEN  W.  MOHR  (Germany 
North):  This  motion  comes  from  our 
conference,  and  it  is  rooted  in  the  good 
experience  of  fair  and  faithful  partner- 
ship in  mission  and  to  ministry  be- 
tween clergy  and  laity  throughout 
many  years.  And  also  in  the  good  com- 
munity in  that  it  dispassion's  between 
laity  and  clergy  in  all  matters  concern- 
ing ordination,  character,  and  confer- 
ence relations  of  clergy.  Therefore,  we 
think  it  is  time  that  the  laity  cannot  only 
discuss  these  matters,  but  also  to  extend 
the  rights  to  the  laity  so  that  they  have 
full  right  to  vote  on  all  these  matters  in- 
cluding those  concerning  ordination, 
character,  and  conference  relations. 
And  as  you  have  seen,  we  do  not  urge 
this  for  the  whole  church,  we  just  want 
a  little  more  freedom  and  flexibility  to 
do  it  in  those  central  conferences  which 
want  to  do  it.  And  I  ask  the  conference 
to  open  this  door  for  doing  the  work  in 
the  way  in  our  country  which  we  think 
is  most  helpful  for  us.  Thank  you. 


BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  This  is  speech  for  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation.  Yes,  mike  4? 

CHARLES  D.  (DENNY)  WHITE,  JR. 
(Western  North  Carolina):  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Craig.  Would  the  officers  of  the 
legislative  committee  be  so  kind  as  to 
inform  us:  Does  this,  is  the  intent  of  this, 
the  doing  of  this,  also  include  the  right 
of  lay  members  of  the  central  confer- 
ence, annual  conferences  to  elect  the 
clergy  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence and  the  central  conferences? 

ASHMOS:  Our  understanding  was 
no. 

WHITE:  Well,  Bishop,  not,  not  to  be 
arguing  the  case,  but  I  would  argue  for 
the  sake  of  the  record  that  the  words/u// 
unlimited  right  to  vote  includes  every- 
thing. And  131  of  the  Constitution,  if 
one  had  it  open  before  one,  includes  the 
sentence  about  lay  members  not  voting 
for  clergy,  and  clergy  not  voting  for  la- 
ity. But  full  unlimited  strikes  me  as 
meaning  what  it  says.  And  therefore,  I 
would  urge  the  body  to  defeat  this  par- 
ticular amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  I  thank  you,  that's  a 
speech  against,  is  someone  speaking 
for?  Speaking  for?  For?  Speaking  for? 
Come  to  mike  2  please.  Come  to  mike  4 
please. 

TSHIBANG  KASAP  (Northwest 
Katanga):  (speaks  in  French) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  This  has  to  have  a 
translation,  please. 

KASAP:  In  our  country  there  are  cer- 
tain meetings  in  which  lay  people  can- 
not take  part.  We  have,  for  example,  the 
ministerial  conference  where  the  lay 
people  cannot  take  part.  I  think  this  pe- 
tition was  presented  in  a  particular  con- 
text and  it  can't  be  applied  to  all  Central 
Conferences.  Thank  you 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  It  is  a  speech  against.  Yes,  card  in 
the  middle.  Pink  card  there  in  the  mid- 
dle. Mike  4  please. 

TOM  GARNHART  (Wisconsin):  I 
think  this  is  a  related  point  of  order  but 
maybe  there  is  an  explanation.  It  ap- 
pears that  we  are  attaching  this  action 
to  paragraph  32  which  is  a  paragraph  in 
section  6  dealing  with  annual  confer- 
ences, whereas  section  5  preceding  it 
deals  with  Central  Conferences.  And  is 
this  not  related  to  the  Central  Confer- 
ences? And  does  it  not  therefore  belong 
in  that  part  of  the  Discipline'? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Can  you  help  us, 
committee? 


ASHMOS:  Our  view  of  it  was  we  rec- 
ommended placing  it  where  the  peti- 
tioner asked  for  it.  So  I  guess  our 
answer  is  no  on  that. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right  we  have 
this  before  us.  Further  questions?  Yes, 
yellow  card  straight  back  in  the  middle. 
Mike  6  please. 

NANCY  DUEL  (Northern  Illinois): 
I'd  like  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  petition, 
because  it  is  permissive.  Those  confer- 
ences that  do  not  want  to  do  that,  do  not 
have  to,  but  it  allows  those  conferences 
that  would  like  to,  have  permission  to 
do  so.  And  also  the  concern  that  was  ex- 
pressed before  whether  this  would  give 
the  permission  for  laity  to  vote  for 
clergy  and  clergy  to  vote  for  laity  in 
elections  to  this  General  Conference, 
again  I  think  it  is  up  to  those  confer- 
ences to  decide.  But  I  think  that  maybe 
we  should  all  be  moving  in  that  direc- 
tion. Don't  we  interact  with  each  other 
and  all  have  opinions  of  who  we  would 
like  to  elect?  I  think  this  is  ahead  of  our 
thinking,  where  we  do  separate  voting 
by  orders.  fl 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  We  are    " 
coming  close  to  the  end  our  ability  to 
speak.  The  chair  can  entertain  a  speech 
for  the  motion.  That  is  all  that  can  be  en- 
tertained. All  right  any  last  word. 

ASHMOS:  At  this  point  we  would 
just  like  to  let  the  body  decide. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right.  Just  a  mo- 
ment please. 

All  right  thank  you.  That  is  why  you 
have  good  colleagues  behind  you.  Let 
us  remind  you  that  this  is  a  constitu- 
tional amendment  and  will  require  two 
thirds.  The  committee's  recommenda- 
tion is  concurrence.  We  are  at  the  end  of 
speeches.  Is  this  a  question?  Mike  7  is 
closer  to  you  or  4,  which  ever  way  you 
want  to  go.  Come  to  4  please.  Accord- 
ing to  our  rules  we  are  ready  to  vote. 

DONALD  FADO  (California-Ne- 
vada): Simply  a  question.  Under  our 
constitution  now,  if  I  read  it  correctly, 
on  page  29,  article  4  under  Central  Con- 
ferences, it  says  "to  make  such  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  administration 
of  the  work  within  their  boundaries,  in- 
cluding such  changes  and  adaptations 
of  the  general  Discipline  as  conditions  in 
the  respective  areas  my  require,  subject 
to  the  powers  that  shall  have  been  or 
vested  in  the  General  Conference."  I 
have  here  the  Book  of  Discipline  of  the  Af- 
rican Central  Conference,  if  you  will  no- 
tice it  is  much  smaller  than  ours,  which 
might  ha ve  a  message  to  us,  but  it  also,  I 
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noticed,  has  a  different  procedure  for 
the  election  of  bishops,  quite  a  few  dif- 
ferent rules.  Do  not  they  now  have  the 
right  to  do  what  this  is  asking  for  and 
why  have  an  amendment  to  our  Consti- 
tution go  through  this  procedure,  or  do 
they  not  have  that  right? 

ASHMOS:  We  are  not  clear  on  that. 

BISHOP  CRAIG;  Let's  let  the  house 
deci  e.  It  is  time  to  vote.  All  right  let  us 
see  what  the  house  wills  and  then  we 
wi'.l  see,  we  may  have  a  procedure  to 
h<--lp  us.  I  am  sorry  we  are  really  under 
the  order  to  vote.  Is  that  a  question  back 
there?  We  are  out  of  sf>eech  time.  Go  to 
mike  7  and  help  the  chair  know  what 
you  wish. 

JAMES  EHRMAN  (East  Ohio):  It's  an 
answer  to  the  question  that  was  just 
asked. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  Jim. 

EHRMAN;  The  provisions  of  537.9  al- 
low for  Central  Conferences  to  alter 
things  in  the  Discipline  except  things 
that  would  be  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  general  rules  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

That's  why  the  need  for  the  amend- 
ment, as  just  oppwsed  to  just  a  general 
rule. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  AH  right 
we  are  ready  to  vote.  The  recommenda- 
tion is  concurrence,  requires  2/3. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  461;  No,  468]  The  motion  fails.  The 
petition  is  not  enough.  All  right. 

(unintelligible)  when  you're  looking 
at  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  it's  printed,  let 
us  remember  that  there  are  some  con- 
stitutional amendments  that  were 
passed  and  have  some  effect  on  the 
Constitution  including  some  of  this 
matter,  we  believe,  that  will  not  appear 
in  the  current  printed  Discipline.  Be- 
cause the  Book  of  Discipline  was  printed 
and  then  an  errata  sheet  sent  so  we  may 
be  working  off  of  dated  material.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  house  has  spoken  it's  will. 

Formula  for  Apportioning 
General  Conference  Delegates  Debated 

COURTOY:  Are  you  ready  bishop? 
This  is  the  Majority  Report.  There  is  a 
Minority  Report,  that  you  will  find  on 
p.  2088of  your  DC-4;  p.  2088.  It  is  Calen- 
dar Item  1147,  it  is  Petition  30120;  it  is 
foundin  the/UtwnceIXri4onp.l68.  It  is 
entitled,  "Change  the  number  formula 
for  General  Conference  delegates  to  re- 
store fairness  and  balance."  The  com- 
mittee moves  concurrence.  The  rational 
is  the  current  formula,  which  is  found 


in  paragraph  502  of  the  Discipline,  was 
adopted  in  1968,  and  was  as  fair  as  the 
General  Conference  of  that  day  could 
make  it.  This,  now,  is  an  outdated  for- 
mula due  to  the  fact  that  much  has 
changed  since  1968,  both  within  the 
United  States  and  within  the  Central 
Conferences  where  explosive  growth 
has  occurred.  This  legislation,  pre- 
sented by  the  committee,  will  update 
the  formula  and  bring  fair  representa- 
tion to  the  2004  General  Conference 
and  forward.  The  formula  in  no  way 
changes  our  Constitution,  which  guar- 
antees every  conference,  no  matter  how 
small,  one  lay  and  one  clergy  member. 
Neither  does  the  formula,  as  recom- 
mended, change  the  fact  that  every  an- 
nual conference  delegation  will  be 
comprised  of  one-half  lay  delegates 
and  one-half  clergy  delegates.  The  com- 
mittee believes  the  proposed  formula 
will  rectify  some  of  the  worst  dispari- 
ties. For  example,  we  have  here  now 
one  conference  with  100,000  members 
and  another  conference  with  300,000 
members  who  have  the  same  number 
of  delegates,  namely  16.  The  committee 
believes  that  the  proposed  formula  will 
produce  the  most  equitable  system  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  ever  had. 

VANCE  SUMMERS  (West  Ohio): 
Bishop,  point  of  order. 

BISHOP  CRAIG;  Please  come  to  a 
mike.  Mike  4. 

SUMMERS:  I  think  that  the  rule  of 
General  Conference  is  that  the  chair- 
fjerson  will  give  a  succinct,  non-argu- 
mentative explanation. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right  friends,  we 
don't  need  to  vote  with  our  hands,  we 
vote  with  our  buttons,  on  the  table. 
(Laughter)  I  think  the  word  is  well 
heard.  Thank  you.  All  right,  now  we 
have  an  amendment  here,  right? 

COURTOY:  There  is  a  Minority  Re- 
port. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  It  is  before  us,  as 
printed. 

SUMMERS:  This  is  before  us  as 
printed. 

BISHOP  CRAIG;  Calendar  Item  1 147. 
It  is  before  us  with  a  recommendation 
of  concurrence. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Bishop, 
there's  (unintelligible)  behind  you. 

SUMMERS:  There  is  a  Minority  Re- 
p)ort. 


BISHOP  CRAIG:  Oh,  there's  a  Minor- 
ity Report.  Come,  please,  let's  hear  the 
Minority  Report. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Would 
you  explain  the  procedure- minority, 
majority? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Lefs  hear  the  nu- 
nority  report  then  we  will  talk  about 
procedure. 

Minority  Report  on  Delegate 
Apportionment  Is  Delivered 

ROBERT  SWEET  (New  England):  Mi- 
nority Report  is  right  there  with  the  Ma- 
jority Report  on  p.  2088,  no.  1187. 
Minority  Repwrt  is  that  one  clergy  dele- 
gate for  the  first  209,000  members  of  the 
annual  conference,  and  1  clergy  dele- 
gate for  an  additional,  I'm  sorry — yeah, 
that's  right.  One  clergy  delegate  for  the 
first  140  clergy  members  of  the  annual 
conference  and  one  clergy  delegate  for 
each,  I  think  I've  got  that  wrong  the  sec- 
ond time,  excuse  me.  One  clergy  dele- 
gate for  the  first  209  members,  clergy 
members,  of  the  annual  conference  and 
one  clergy  delegate  for  each  additional 
209  clergy  members  of,  or  major  faction 
thereof,  and  b)  one  clergy  delegate  for 
the  first  41,800  members  of  local 
churches  of  the  annual  conference,  and 
one  clergy  delegate  for  each  of  the 
41,800  local  church  members  or  faction 
thereof. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  the  chair 
sees  this  as  an  amendment  to  the  pro- 
posal; is  going  to  receive  this  Minority 
Report  as  amendment,  and  the  amend- 
ment as  you  see  it  printed  under  Calen- 
dar Item  1147  is  before  you  for 
discussion. 

SWEET:  May  I  speak  to  it? 

BISHOP  CRAIG;  You  may. 

UMC  Representation 
Compared  to  Other  Denominations 

SWEET:  Would  you  let  the  budget 
alone  determine  the  mission  and  minis- 
try of  your  local  church?  So  we  should 
not  be  looking  at  numbers  alone  when 
it  comes  to  representation  of  delegates 
at  the  General  Conference.  This  comes 
in  as  a  Minority  Report  because  the  two 
figures  that  you're  giving  in  the  major- 
ity and  minority  repwrts  split  on  a  37-37 
vote  within  the  committee.  The  issue 
goes  right  straight  to  the  heart  of  our 
doctrine,  our  theology,  our  eccles- 
iology,  our  polity  as  United  Method- 
ists. It's  about  our  identity  of  who  we 
are  in  the  ecumenical  family.  We're  not 
Roman  Catholic,  with  order  from  the 
top  down.  We  are  not  ordered  by  the  la- 
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ity  alone  as  in  the  Congregational  and 
Southern  Baptist  traditions.  The  buck 
stops  in  the  local  church .  with  the 
charge  pastor,  not  with  the  Board  of 
Deacons.  Our  clergy  covenant  is  to  be 
ordained  to  the  Ministry  of  Sacrament, 
Word  and  Order.  Our  membership  as 
clergy  is  not  in  the  local  church  but  in 
the  annual  conference.  Our  bishops 
have  their  membership  in  the  Council 
of  Bishops  not  in  the  annual  conference. 
Numbers  . . .  most  of  our  pastors  in  our 
denomination,  serve  membership 
churches  of  much  smaller  numbers. 
Our  representation  in  General  Confer- 
ence should  be  determined  by  where 
we  are  located.  One-half  where  the 
clergy  members  are  found,  one-half 
where  the  lay  members  are  found;  3.3 
percent  of  our  churches  in  our  denomi- 
nation have  membership  of  1000  or 
more,  but  53.7  percent  of  us  clergy,  sit- 
ting here  this  morning,  come  from 
membership  of  1000  or  more  churches; 
67%  of  our  churches  have  less  than  200 
members,  but  only  5.3  percent  clergy 
delegates  voting  here  today  come  from 
those  congregations.  We  do  much 
better  with  our  laity  representation  al- 
ready; 78  percent  of  our  churches  are 
under  1000  in  membership,  67  percent 
of  the  lay  delegates  are  from  those 
churches. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  You  should  be  sum- 
ming up  sir. 

SWEET:  In  summary,  I  ask  you  to  re- 
member who  we  are.  We  are  unique  in 
the  ecumenical  family.  We  are  not  a  de- 
nomination of  churches  of  1000-mem- 
bers  or  more,  one-half  of  our  churches 
are  under  500,  we  are  a  church,  in  which 
we  were  so  beautifully  reminded  in  the 
lay  address,  in  which  we  are  in  partner- 
ship with  one  another;  clergy  and  laity 
together.  I  urge  you  to  vote  for  the  Mi- 
nority Report. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  We 
have  before  us  the  amendment.  I  saw 
you  back  there  first  on  the  aisle.  No  sir, 
the  card  on  the  aisle.  Yes.  Please  mike  5. 
We  have  had  one  speech  for  the  amend- 
ment. Are  you  speaking  against  the 
amendment? 

Proportional  Issue  Is  a  Matter 

of  Equity  of  Annual  Conferences 

to  General  Conference 

JAMES  LOGAN  (Virginia):  Yes,  I'm 
speaking  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. When  I  came  to  this  General  Con- 
ference session,  I  knew  very  little  about 
the  proposal  that  is  before  us.  When  I 
came  to  the  Committee  on  Conferences, 


I  had  heard  arguments  that  followed 
the  logic  of  pluses  and  minuses  and  I 
was  not  impressed  with  that  logic  of  ar- 
guing in  terms  of  pluses  and  minuses 
reckoned  on  the  basis  of  the  sizes  of  our 
memberships  or  representation  from 
our  annual  conferences  and  from  the  ju- 
risdictions. What  I  discovered  in  ex- 
ploring further  on  this  particular 
proposal,  there  is  indeed  a  much 
deeper  issue.  Particularly  those  of  us 
who  come  from  the  former  Methodist 
tradition,  come  from  a  tradition  where 
the  representation  in  the  General  Con- 
ference has  been  heavily  weighted  on 
the  side  of  clergy,  all  the  way  from  the 
time  when  we  were  an  all-clergy  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  the  middle  of  the  19"' 
century  when  we  began  to  have  limited 
lay  representation  in  the  General  Con- 
ference to  the  turn  of  the  century  when 
we  finally  got  lay  women  representa- 
tion in  the  annual  conference.  We  did 
have  a  formula  in  1968  that  did  grant  us 
a  degree  of  equity  in  the  representation 
of  lay  and  clergy.  Time  has  passed  us  by 
on  that  and  we're  now  at  a  place  where 
there  are  some  very  serious  problems  in 
terms  of  equity.  The  issue  that  is  at  heart 
in  this  proposal  is  the  issue  of ,  "To  what 
extent  do  we  grant  equity  of  vote  in 
terms  in  our  annual  conferences  reck- 
oning the  size  of  the  delegations  to  the 
General  Conference?"  The  proposal  in 
the  amendment  moves  in  the  right  di- 
rection, I  think,  because  that  proposal  is 
a  50-50  proposal.  As  membership 
grows,  or  the  trend  as  we  see  it  now, 
that  proposal  will  soon  be  out  of  date. 
The  proposal  of  the  committees  with 
which  the  committee  concurs  is  a  pro- 
posal of  75-25.  75%  based  on  lay  mem- 
bership and  25%  on  clergy. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right  sir,  you're 
about  out  of  time. 

LOGAN:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Would  you  please 
restate  your  name  and  conference  for 
the  record. 

LOGAN:  James  Logan,  Virginia, 
clergy. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  All  right,  right  here.  The  chair- 
man spoke,  now  that  is  one  speech 
against.  The  presenter's  minority  re- 
port speech  does  not  count  as  for,  so  we 
have  one  speech  against.  Are  you  for 
the  amendment? 

TERRELL  SESSUMS  (Florida): 
Madam  Chairman,  I  really  just  have  a 
question. 


BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right  sir.  Your 
name  please. 

Impact  of  Proportional  Change 
Questioned 

SESSUMS:  1  am  Terrell  Sessums  from 
the  Florida  delegation,  a  lay  member, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Sweet  might  be  able  to  an- 
swer it.  We've  had  the  text  of  the  origi- 
nal resolution  that  was  submitted  by  a 
number  of  conferences  and  ju'.idic- 
tions  well  in  advance  and  I  know  some 
of  the  impacts.  But  I  don't  know,  and 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  do  the 
math  to  know  the  impact  of  yours.  And 
my  question  specifically  is  this.  Under 
the  original  proposal  I  know  that,  for 
instance,  the  central  conferences  would 
receive  an  additional  15  or  16  delegates 
to  the  next  General  Conference,  half  of 
whom  would  be  clergy,  half  laity  be- 
cause of  the  growth  in  their  member- 
ship. Under  your  particular  amend- 
ment, as  I  understand  it,  the  central 
conferences  would  not  receive  any  ad- 
ditional representation.  Is  that  correct 
and  is  that  equitable? 

SWEET:  Bishop,  may  I  refer  to  Paul 
Extrum-Fernandez  who  has  done  some 
number  punching  on  that. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  If  he's  here.  Mike  4, 
Paul. 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ  (Cal- 
ifornia-Nevada): Actually,  that's  not 
quite  true.  There  would  be  actually 
some  increase  in  central  conference 
representation.  It's  about  6  or  8,  as  1  re- 
call, it's  not  the  15  I  believe  that  Terrell 
Sessums  was  talking  about  with  the  for- 
mula that  came  out.  Now,  one  point  of 
information.  The  only  information  that 
came  to  our  committee  was  the 
375,000-26,000  member  figure.  There 
was  no  other  supporting  information  in 
terms  of  how  that  impacted  armual  con- 
ferences. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  Does 
that  help?  All  right,  we  are  on  the 
amendment.  We  have  had  a  speech 
against.  Do  you  wish  to  speak  for?  The 
pink  card,  do  you  wish  to  speak  for? 
Please  come  to  mike  6.  Ifs  for  the 
amendment. 

Porportional  Issue  Is  a  Matter  of  Fairness 
to  Small  and  Rural  Churches 

SUE  MULLINS  (Iowa):  Thank  you 
Bishop.  The  title  or  subtitle  on  the  infor- 
mation which  comes  to  you  from  the 
committee  as  they  ask  for  concurrence 
said  that  this  would  restore  fairness 
and  balance.  I  would  call  your  attention 
to  the  figures  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sweet 
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gave  you  early  about  the  dispropwr- 
tionate  representation  we  presently 
have  for  those  of  us  who  live  in  the  vast 
rural  areas  of  this  nation  and  of  others 
and  the  urban  areas.  I  speak  as  a  farmer. 
I  speak  as  a  church  with  143  members. 
There  are  a  lot  of  churches  like  mine.  I 
think  it's  important  that  whether  we 
live  in  the  p>anhandle  of  Nebraska  or  on 
the  homesteads  of  the  areas  of  the  cen- 
tral conferences  or  the  plains  of  Iowa, 
that  we  need  to  heed  the  voices  of  the 
small  heard  in  higher  proportion  than 
what  is  allowed  presently  or  would  be 
allowed  under  the  committee  proposal 
that  is  before  you.  Please  support  the 
minority  report  in  behalf  of  fairness  to 
all  brothers  and  sisters.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  thank  you. 
The  chair  would  now  entertain  a  speech 
against  the  minority  repiort.  Are  you 
agair«t?  Mike  2  please. 

DEBORAH  MCLEOD  (Rorida):  I 
think  the  real  issue  here  is  about 
whether  or  not  we  really  value  a  shared 
ministry  with  laity.  We  talk  about  how 
we  as  clergy  value  laity,  but  our  laity 
are  severely  underrepresented  in  this 
current  formula.  The  statistics  that  Rev. 
Sweet  gave  you  are  correct  that  the  ma- 
jority of  our  United  Methodist 
Churches  are  small  membership 
churches,  and  the  majority  of  our 
United  Methodist  pastors  serve  small 
membership  churches.  But  according 
to  Lyle  Schaller,  there's  another  piece  of 
information  that's  also  included  that 
Rev.  Sweet  did  not  mention  to  you.  And 
that  is  that  the  majority  of  United  Meth- 
odists worship  and  are  members  of 
large  membership  churches.  And  they 
are  the  United  Methodists  that  are  se- 
verely underrepresented  in  the  current 
formula  and  would  be  even  more  so 
underrepresented  in  the  amendment. 
So  I  urge  you  to  defeat  the  amendment 
and  to  really  recognize  the  value  of 
shared  ministry  with  laity. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  We  could  now  entertain  a  sp)eech 
for  the  amendment.  We  are  on  the 
amendment.  Way  back  there,  that  or- 
ange card. 

Mike  7.  Is  this  for  the  amendment? 

Discernment  Needed  to  Clarify 
Delegate  Apportionment  Issue 

BERNARD  (SKIP)  KEELS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): It  seems  to  me  at  a 
time  like  this  we  really  need  to  seek  dis- 
cerrunent.  There  are  so  many  instances 
of  people  passing  notes  around  talking 
about  the  numerical  implications  of  this 


that  I  wonder  if  the  body's  really  fully 
informed,  but  I  would  state  as  a  former 
superintendent  that  those  sisters  and 
brothers  in  small  churches,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  are  equal  in  the  eyes  of  God.  It  is 
not  how  big  the  church  is,  it's  how  big 
the  faith  in  the  church  and  so  many  peo- 
ple find  that  in  this  conference  we  argue 
about  numerical  superiority  and  inferi- 
ority when  we  really  ought  to  be  argu- 
ing about  what  are  we  doing  for  Christ. 
It  is  only  what  we  do  for  Christ  that  will 
last,  and  I  think  that  whether  it  is  a 
small  farmer  in  Iowa  or  an  iruier-city 
church  in  Baltimore  with  small  mem- 
bership, those  people  need  to  hear  pro- 
phetic words  from  this  body,  and  not  a 
word  that  says  we  wrestle  against  prin- 
cipalities and  numbers  and  not  that  we 
live  in  the  body  of  Christ. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Now  let's  remind  us  where  we 
are.  We  are  on  the  minority  report.  Cal- 
endar Item  1147.  There  have  been  two 
speeches  for  and  two  against.  Down 
here.  Mike  1,  please. 

KEITH  WHITAKER  (Texas):  The  way 
I  read  this  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
large  churches  or  small  membership 
churches.  I  serve  in  a  small  non-metro- 
p>olitan  area  in  a  county  that  is  filled 
with  small  membership  churches  and  I 
believe  very  strongly  in  the  importance 
of  representing  those  churches.  I  be- 
lieve that  what  is  before  us  has  to  do 
with  the  total  membership  of  annual 
conferences  and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
whether  we're  in  favor  or  opposed  to 
small  or  large  membership  churches.  I 
would  speak  against  the  amendment 
and  in  favor  of  the  committee. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you,  the 
chair  can  entertain  a  speech  for  the 
amendment,  right  there,  green.  Num- 
ber 4  please. 

SUMMERS:  There  is  no  one  vote/one 
person  represented  here,  as  we  know. 
Representation  to  General  Conference 
is  based  on  a  formula  and  I  would  agree 
that  it  is  inadequate  at  this  time.  How- 
ever, the  amendment  that  is  before  us  to 
the  committee's  report  offers  the  best 
chance  for  representation  of  lay  and 
clergy.  As  Dr.  Sweet  said  it's  closer  to  a 
50/50  as  it  comes  from  conferences  that 
represent  a  higher  p>ercentage  of  laity 
against  clergy  and  so  I  would  urge  you 
to  vote  for  the  minority  report  which 
gives  us  a  better  chance  of  equal  repre- 
sentation That's  what  we  ought  to  be 
about. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  thank  you . 
Now  we  exhausted  our  freedom  to  of- 


fer a  debate  and  we  turn  first  to  the 
maker  of  the  minority  report  and  then 
the  committee  chair  for  final  words. 

KEELS:  The  representation  issue  co- 
mes in  part  to:  Where  do  the  clergy 
serve?  The  clergy  serve  in  a  much  wider 
geographical  area  and  that's  one  of  the 
issues  that  we  are  trying  to  get  at  in  the 
minority  report.  It  does  not  change  the 
ratio  of  lay  or  clergy  delegates  from  the 
annual  conference  to  the  general  con- 
ference. And  the  ratio  at  the  general 
conference  would  continue  to  be  50/50. 
Some  of  our  ministry  is  performed  in  a 
milieu  where  there  is  a  much  greater  in- 
tensity of  clergy  required.  For  instance: 
multi-ethnic,  rural  churches  that  have 
hospitals  an  hour  and  a  half  away  for 
pastors  to  make  one  hospital  visit,  for 
instance.  And  so  our  clergy  are  by  ne- 
cessity scattered  further  and  wider 
across  the  conferences  of  the  denomi- 
nation. The  laity  are  more  concentrated 
as  has  been  pointed  out  in  the  larger 
churches.  Yesterday  morning  we  voted 
nonconcurrence  on  a  petition  that 
would  have  given  every  local  church 
lay  representation  in  the  annual  confer- 
ence instead  of  every  charge.  When  we 
give  every  charge  representation  we 
are  talking  about  pastor,  we  are  talking 
about  annual  conference  membership 
being  based  on  the  number  of  pastoral 
charges.  We  need  to  be  consistent. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  thank  you, 
now  let's  hear  from  the  chair. 

Retirees  and  Special  Assignment  Clergy 
Unbalance  Proportional  Formala 

COURTOY:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 
We've  couched  this  argument  it  seems 
to  me  in  terms  of  small  and  large 
churches.  There  are  13  annual  confer- 
ences that  passed  the  p)etition  to  send  to 
this  body,  plus  other  individuals  from  3 
other  conferences  that  represented  3  of 
our  jurisdictions.  This  is  certainly  one 
of  the  most  considered  pieces  of  legisla- 
tion. It's  a  fairness  issue,  and  we've 
talked  about  it  in  terms  of  small 
churches.  I  would  remind  if  you  look  at 
those  annual  conferences  who  sent  it  in 
there  are  many  rural  small  membership 
churches  and  throughout  the  South 
and  South  Central  as  well  as  in  the 
North  East,  North  Central,  so  I  don't 
think  that's  the  issue.  The  problem  is 
that  the  clergy  which  right  now  weights 
heavily  in  the  current  formula  repre- 
sent less  than  '/i  of  1  pwrcent  of  the  mem- 
bership of  the  total  United  Methodist 
Church  and  where  conferences  are  de- 
clining in  membership  but  have  been 
once  strong,  there  are  more  retirees  and 
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often  more  ministers  on  special  assign- 
ments than  are  assigned  to  local 
churches  and  that  tends  to  build  the 
number  of  clergy  that  figure  into  the 
formula  of  those  conferences.  We  feel 
that  the  current  formula,  the  current 
proposal,  which  amends  the  current 
formula,  is  the  way  to  go.  We  are 
against  the  substitution. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much,  now,  questions  only.  Right  here, 
mike  1 . 

BARBARA  LEMMEL  (Troy):  I  would 
like  to  make  a  motion  to  refer,  is  that  in 
order  at  this  time? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  By  our  rules,  at  the 
end  of  three  speeches  for  and  against 
we  are  in  effect  under  the  call  to  vote. 
Which  makes  that  motion  not  in  order. 

LEMMEL:  I  would  appreciate  it  if  I 
would  have  a  chance  to  make  this  mo- 
tion after  the  vote.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  We'll  give  it  a  try. 
All  right,  we're  ready  to  vote  on  the  mi- 
nority report  as  you  find  it  in  Calendar 
Item  1147.  We  got  another  question? 
Yes,  back  by  mike  8.  Question  only. 

PORTER  WOMELDORFF  (Illinois 
Great  Rivers):  Could  somebody  advise 
me  if  both  of  these  proposals,  the  mi- 
nority and  the  majority,  maintain  the 
50/50  balance  of  clergy  and  lay  mem- 
bers for  each  annual  conference? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  The  answer  is  yes,  is 
it  not? 

WOMELDORFF:  Both  of  us  answer 
yes  together. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Yes,  yes.  (Laughter) 
Which  twin  has  the  Toni?  (Laughter) 
All  right,  we're  ready  to  vote  on  the  mi- 
nority report.  On  the  minority  report. 
Calendar  Item  1147,  please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  It  has  failed,  f  Yes,  383; 
No,  564]  We  are  now  back  to  the  original 
recommendation  of  concurrence  for 
Calendar  Item  1147.  Questions  only, 
what  is,  do  you  have  a  question  with  a 
green  card,  we're  under  the  order  to 
vote.  Let's  vote,  unless,  only  a  question, 
only  a  question,  all  right,  mike  6. 

DAVID  RICHARDSON  (Califor- 
nia-Pacific): This  is  a  question;  I 
thought  we  would  have  opportunity  to 
debate  the  majority  report  too. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  You're  correct,  sir; 
we  can  have  speeches  on  this. 
RICHARDSON:  May  I  make  one? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  three  of  us  re- 
sponded together.  If  s  a  wonder.  Three 
bishops  agree. 


RICHARDSON:  May  I  speak? 
BISHOP  CRAIG:  Yes,  you  may  speak. 

Majority  Report  on  Delegate 
Apportionment  Is  Debated 

RICHARDSON:  I  would  like  to  speak 
against  the  majority  report.  I  think  we'd 
be  better  served  by  voting  nonconcur- 
rence  and  at  this  stage  staying  with  the 
formula  that  we  currently  have.  One  of 
the  things  that  has  not  been  talked 
about,  I  think,  to  the  extent  that  it  needs 
to  be,  is  the  place  in  which  we  serve 
what  is  a  great  deal  of  diversity  and  in 
those  areas  it  does  require  an  enormous 
difference  in  terms  of  ratio,  clergy  to  la- 
ity. I  served  a  church  which  had  13  lan- 
guages;   those    are    spoken,    living 
languages  in  that  church  and  it  re- 
quired a  higher  percentage  of  clergy  to 
the  laity  in  the  church,  because  of  lan- 
guage ministries.  I  then  moved  to  a 
mono-culture  and  I  was  able  to  serve  a 
church  the  same  size  with  a  much 
smaller  ratio  of  clergy  to  laity.  And  so  I 
think  where  we  serve  makes  a  great 
deal  of  difference,  and  at  this  point  I 
think  the  way  that  the  majority  report 
serves  us  it  would  do  disservice  to 
those  of  us  who  serve  in  places  where 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  diversity  and  it 
would  do  disservice  to  places  where 
there  is  sparse  population.  How  can  we 
serve  and  reach  the  unchurched  if  we 
base  delegation  allotment  only  on  num- 
bers and  we'd  have  fewer  representa- 
tion,  or   representatives   from   those 
areas  where  the  membership  is  low? 
We  heard  the  other  night  when  we  had 
our  penance  service  that  the  majority 
rule  is  not  the  way  of  God  and  I  think  it 
is  important  for  us  to  concern  ourselves 
with  those  areas.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much,  there's  a  speech  against.  Yes. 
Mikel. 

We  are  on  the  main  motion  now  of 
1147,  the  recommendation  of  concur- 
rence. We've  had  a  speech  against,  now 
we'll  hear  this. 

LEMMEL:  I  wish  to  make  a  motion  to 
refer  the  issue  of  representation  to  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  asking  that  they  put  together  a 
task  force  to  study  this  matter  and  re- 
turn to  this  body  in  2004  with  a  recom- 
mendation for  a  more  just 
representation  system  than  we  have 
currently.  If  I  have  a  second,  I  will  speak 
toil. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  I  hear  a  second.  You 
may  speak. 


Polity,  History,  and  Globalization 
Inform  Proportional  Issue 

LEMMEL:  I  want  to  thank  the  group 
from  the  Southeast  Jurisdiction  that  has 
brought  this  matter  to  our  attention;  the 
current  imbalances  that  are  in  our  cur- 
rent system  of  representation  to  Gen- 
eral Conference.  I  join  their  concern 
that  we  have  a  more  just  system  cre- 
ated. However,  this  is  more  than  just  a 
regional  issue  and  it  is  about  more  than 
just  population;  it  is  also  about  our  pol- 
ity and  our  history  in  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  about  our  increasing 
globalization.  I  believe  that  we  are  be- 
ing asked  to  vote  on  something  that  we 
do  not  fully  know  the  implications  of, 
that's  quite  complicated .  One  of  the  rea- 
sons it  is  complicated  is  that  there  are 
several  issues  of  justice  here:  clergy  and 
laity,  numerical  considerations,  repre- 
sentation of  regions  and  races,  repre- 
sentation     of      small      and      large 
membership  churches.  Many  of  these 
are  new  to  us,  but  we  are  rarely  ad- 
dressing them  as  a  whole.  I  believe  the 
best  way  to  address  them  most  care- 
fully and  most  thoughtfully  is  to  refer 
them  to  a  task  force  whose  members  are 
drawn  from  our  whole  church,  and  that 
the  Council  of  Bishops  has  the  global 
and  historical  insight  to  help  that  take 
place.  I  realize  that  this  would  preserve 
for  another  4  years  our  current  not-en- 
tirely-just-system, but  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  stay  where  we  are  for  4 
years  and  approve  a  system  that  is  truly 
just  for  all  of  us.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  thank  you. 
We  now  have  before  us  the  motion  to 
refer  this  matter  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  I  see  cards  way  back  there. 
Mike  7. 

MARK  FENSTERMACHER  (North 
Indiana):  It  seems  to  me  this  is  an  issue 
of  justice.  We've  talked  about  this, 
prayed  about  this;  others  have  before 
the  conference.  I  would  vote  against  the 
motion,  recommend  that  we  not  refer 
this  issue  and  delay  justice.  I  would 
hope  that  the  body  would  be  willing  to 
defeat  the  motion  to  refer  and  to  take 
action  today. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  That  is  a  speech  against  referral. 
Is  there  a  speech  for  referral?  For  refer- 
ral? Mike  2. 

RON  BRETSCH  (North  Central  New 
York):  Thank  you,  bishop.  1  support  the 
motion  to  refer  because  I  think  that  in 
doing  so  some  wider  issues,  which 
have  not  surfaced  yet  in  the  discussion. 
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would  be  addressed.  For  example,  the 
variations  among  the  jurisdictions  as  to 
how  membership  is  counted. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  thank  you. 
That  is  a  speech  for  referral.  Is  there  a 
sp>eech  against  referral?  Orange  card 
back  there  in  the  middle.  Mike  7. 

Rjeferral  of  Issue  Would  Delay  Justice, 
AUedged 

STEPHEN  McALILLY  (Mississippi): 
I'm  a  lay  delegate  from  Mississippi.  I 
speak  against  referral  today  because 
we're  trying  to  make  this  issue  a  lot 
more  complicated  than  it  really  is.  It's 
strictly  about  how  to  determine  the 
number  of  delegates  to  Jurisdictional 
and  General  Conference;  whether  we 
are  going  to  base  it  more  on  the  total 
membership  of  the  church  or  more  on 
clergy.  Presently,  the  simple  division 
right  now  favors  clergy.  I'm  concerned 
that  referral  would  delay  justice.  Our 
church  has  a  history  of  inaction,  of 
dragging  our  feet,  even  though  we  sit 
back  and  watch  our  membership  de- 
cline. I  love  this  church,  and  I'm  scared 
that  it  is  withering  away.  This  church 
raised  me  in  a  parsonage  family.  I  met 
my  wife  at  a  Methodist  Church  Camp.  I 
was  educated  at  a  Methodist  college. 
And  today,  1  work  for  a  Methodist  insti- 
tution. This  church  is  my  life,  but  I'm 
afraid  if  we  keep  delaying  action  and 
not  addressing  and  denying  the  prob- 
lems that  we  have,  we're  going  to 
wither  away  and  this  church  won't  give 
my  children  the  same  opp>ortunities  of 
life  that  it's  given  me.  So  I  would  vote 
against  referral  so  that  we  can  decide 
this  issue  today. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  The 
chair  can  entertain  a  speech  for  referral. 
For  referral?  Yellow  card?  Yes.  Mike  8. 
Or  6,  wherever  you  like,  6. 

DEEDEE  AZHIKAKATH  (Desert 
Southwest):  I  would  like  to  sp)eak  in  fa- 
vor of  referral.  I  am  23  years  old,  have  a 
long  time  ahead  of  me  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  I  realize  that  this  issue  is 
very  important,  and  I  don't  think  it  is 
-omething  that  we  should  just  jump 
mto  bhndly  because  I  will  be  affected 
by  this  decision  for  many  years  to  come. 
And  I  think  we  need  to  do  it  cautiously, 
fairly,  and  let  justice  prevail. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Now  we  can  entertain  one  more 
speech  against  referral.  Yes.  Mike  1. 
You  are  against  referral? 

WERLEIN:  Yes  I  would  speak 
against  referral.  I  heard  what  the  chair 
of  our  legislative  committee  said  when 


he  remarked  that  this  was  one  of  the 
most  considered  pieces  of  legislation 
that  has  come  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 1  notice  that  the  committee  has 
voted  this  out  with  approval,  according 
to  the  OCA,  by  an  overwhelming  vote 
of  51  in  favor  and  only  24  against.  I 
think  it  is  time  for  us  to  trust  our  own 
processes  and  the  legislative  processes 
that  have  served  us  here.  The  bishops 
have  no  organization  ready  to  do  this 
kind  of  a  study.  It  would  simply  be  de- 
laying unduly  the  justice  that  has  been 
described  in  the  earlier  speeches.  1 
would  vote  against  and  urge  the  confer- 
ence to  vote  against  referral. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right.  We  are  at 
the  position  where  we  can  entertain  one 
more  speech  for  referral  and  then  we 
will  be  under  vote.  Yes,  the  green  card 
right  there. 

I'm  sorry,  mike  4. 

JOHN  D.  PETERSON  (West  Ohio): 
I'd  like  to  call  the  question  for  all  that's 
before  us. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  On  all  that  is  before 
us? 

PETERSON:  I'm  sorry,  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  On  the  amendment. 
1 — the  referral,  or  all  that  is  before  us, 
John? 

PETERSON:  I'm  sorry.  I  rescind  my 
motion. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  On  the  amendment ...  ? 

(Laughter) 

We're  already  at  three  and  three.  We 
have  room  for  one  more  sf)eech  for,  and 
then  we'll  be  under  the  Call  to  Order 
anyway.  We  can  take  one  speech  for. 
All  right,  yellow  cards  back  there. 
Who's  your  spokesperson?  Right  there 
at  8.  It's  hard  to  know  who  you're  call- 
ing on  when  it's  a  group  event.  It's 
okay. 


(Laughter) 


Mike  8. 


Weekly  Worship  Attendance  Preferred 
Cyver  Membership 

LINDA  CAMPBELL-MARSHALL 
(New  England):  I've  been  a  superinten- 
dent for  some  number  of  years,  and 
each  year  at  charge  conferences, 
churches  move  to  remove  persons  who 
have  been  inactive  in  their  membership 
for  a  long  time.  (Dne  of  my  concerns 
about  this  is  that  the  lay  membership 
and  the  integrity  of  the  lay  membership 
rolls  might  well  be  imf)eded  by  basing 


the  membership  anywhere  on  the 
number  of  laypersons.  It's  much  more 
difficult  to  maintain  an  integrity  laity 
oil  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  in  - 
tegrily  of  laity  people.  It  has  something 
to  do  with  the  integrity  of  record  kee{>- 
ing.  It's  very  difficult  to  really  know 
what  the  membership  is  of  any  church. 
If  we're  going  in  this  direction,  I  would 
prefer  to  see  us  base  figures  on  average 
weekly  attendance,  which  are  more 
representative  of  the  actual  laity  that 
are  a  part  of  The  Umted  Methodist 
Church. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  now, 
we're  sp>eaking  on  referral,  okay. 
Friends,  take  a  big  breath . . .  exhale.  We 
are  under  the  call  to  vote  by  our  rules  on 
the  motion  to  refer.  1  see  a  card  waving. 
Questions  only,  and  we  have  to  go  back 
over  to  our  chair.  Just  a  moment,  we're 
going  to  see  what's  at  mike  8. 

BEVERLY  L.  WILKES  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  And  again,  I  would  ask  for 
Rule  17  for  a  few  seconds  of  prayer,  as 
we've  been  in  this  tough  debate  trying 
to  make  up  our  minds.  And  the  time 
limit  is  up  to  you,  but  just  silent  mo- 
ments, please. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  thank  you. 
May  we  hear  from  the  chair  first,  and 
then  we'll,  we'll  have  a  time  to  kind  of 
breathe  and  listen,  and  we'll  vote.  We 
need  a  sp>eech  about  referral. 

COURTOY:  Thank  you.  Bishop.  I'll 
remind  this  body,  this  is  the  third  Gen- 
eral Conference  this  issue  has  come  to 
us.  We  have  debated  it.  We  debated  it  in 
Louisville.  We  debated  it  in  Denver. 
And  here  we  are  again.  It  has  been  con- 
sidered and  reconsidered  by  this  body. 
There  have  been  groups  studying  it  that 
presented  information  to  the  commit- 
tee. We  think  it's  time  for  us  to  act.  We 
are  opposed  to  referral. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right,  now 
let's — we're,  we're  under  the  call  to 
vote,  and  we're  under  a  request  for 
quiet  time.  And  we're  gonna  vote.  So 
let's  just  settle  our  souls . . .  remind  our- 
selves whose  church  it  is  anyway  .  .  . 
and  be  quiet. 

(Moments  of  Silence) 

Grant  us  your  peace.  Holy  One.  Amen. 

We  are  voting  on  the  motion  to  refer. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  app>ears. 
lYes,  305:  No.  640}  It  is  not  referred.  We 
are  back  on  the  main  motion.  There  has 
been  one  speech  against.  We  can  enter- 
tain a  speech  for  the  main  motion.  Yes, 
right  over  here.  Mike  3. 
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JAMES  R.  ALLEN  (South  Carolina): 
I'd  call  the  question. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  If  s  not  in  order.  We 
haven't  had  two  speeches  for  and 
against  on  the  main  motion.  We've  only 
had  one  speech  against  on  the  main  mo- 
tion. Thank  you.  Are  you  speaking  for 
the  main  motion?  Please  go  to  mike  7. 

Current  Formula  Discriminates 

Against  Growing  Conferences 

and  Central  Conferences  Argued 

MICHAEL  B.  WATSON  (Alabama- 
West  Florida):  The  facts  clearly  show 
the  unfairness  of  the  present  formula 
for  distributing  delegates.  The  unfair- 
ness is  obvious.  The  real  question  is 
this:  Do  we  want  to  continue  this  unfair 
treatment  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  or  do  we  want  to  move  toward 
being  more  fair?  We  talk  of  a  global 
church.  These  changes  will  ensure 
much  greater  central  conference  inclu- 
sion, now  and  in  the  future.  It  will  also 
treat  many  conferences  in  the  United 
States  more  fairly.  Our  own  past  prac- 
tice has  been  to  overemphasize  the 
numbers  of  ministers  in  a  conference  in 
the  allocation  of  General  Conference 
delegates.  This  works  to  discriminate 
against  growing  conferences  and  cen- 
tral conferences.  I'm  a  clergy  member, 
but  I  believe  that  it  is  unfair  for  clergy  to 
be  represented  200  times  more  than  la- 
ity. Let's  take  a  decisive  step  toward 
eliminating  this  discrimination  and  to- 
ward fairness  and  justice  by  voting  yes 
on  this  resolution. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  The 
chair  could  entertain  a  speech  against 
the  main  motion.  Clear  back  in  that  cor- 
ner. Yes.  Come  to  mike  5,  please. 
Against  the  main  motion? 

JEREMIAH  PARK  (Northern  New 
Jersey):  I  am  speaking  against  the  mo- 
tion. The  fairness  can  be  shown  from  a 
different  perspective.  And  when  there 
is  a  much  larger  ratio  in  terms  of  one 
clergy  versus  the  membership,  those 
churches  are  having  much  more  privi- 
leges because  they  have  lots  of  opportu- 
nities for  programs  in  mission  and 
ministries,  and  small  churches  are 
much  less  privileged  in  that  regard. 
And  we  as  a  church,  as  a  body  of  Christ, 
should  give  more  attention  and  care  to 
hear  their  concern  and  voices  of  small 
membership  churches.  And  the  other 
aspect,  the  other  aspect,  is  that  from  Ko- 
rean community  perspective,  to  be 
truly  a  chartered  church,  much  less 
membership  probably  is  needed.  With 
about  50  active  members  of  a  local 


church,  they  can  be  a  fully  chartered, 
very  active  church,  so  I  plead  for  fair- 
ness to  defeat  this  motion.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  The 
chair  can  now  entertain  a  speech  for  the 
main  motion.  Pink  card,  right  in  the 
middle. 

WARREN  R.LATHEM  (North  Geor- 
gia): I  pastor  a  church  that's  made  up  of 
a  lot  of  different  kinds  of  folks:  200  of 
our  worshippers  are  Hispanic,  Span- 
ish-speaking people.  This  is  not  about 
representation  of  small  churches.  It's 
about  fair  representation  of  the  laity. 
And  in  the  current  formula,  those  His- 
panic members  of  our  church,  as  well  as 
the  other  members  of  our  church,  the 
lay  members  of  our  church,  do  not  have 
fair  representation.  This  is  an  effort  to 
correct  that,  and  I  very  much  would 
hope  that  this  General  Conference  will 
take  the  acHon  necessary  to  bring  about 
fairness  and  justice  on  this  issue. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right.  We're  on 
Calendar  Item  1147,  main  motion. 
We've  had  two  speeches  for,  two 
against.  The  Chair  could  entertain  a 
speech  against.  No,  I'm  sorry,  the 
woman  behind  you.  Thank  you.  Mike  4. 

MARIELLEN  SAWADA  (Califor- 
nia/Nevada): Thank  you.  Bishop.  You 
know  this  issue,  I  have  to  tell  you,  really 
pulls  at  me.  It's  an  issue  that  my  daddy 
in  North  Montgomery,  Alabama  and  1 
talk  about  a  little  bit.  I  grew  up  in  the 
parsonages  also.  What  I  am  realizing  in 
this  particular  issue,  is  that  it  is  not 
about  small  membership  and  large 
membership  churches.  We — all  our 
conferences  have  that.  It  is  not  about  lay 
and  clergy  representation.  We've  all 
got  that.  But  it's  about — and  this  is 
what  I'm  saying — it's  about  regional- 
ism. Now,  you  know — hear  me  out, 
hear  me  out  on  this  one  now — I  come 
from  a  jurisdiction  right  now,  that  en- 
tire jurisdiction  made  up  of  all  these  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  churches — we  have  56 
representatives  here — our  entire  juris- 
diction. This  new  petition,  well-written 
as  it  is — and  I  have  spent  time  pouring 
over  it,  I  received  it  in  January  and  I 
looked  at  it  and  looked  at  it — this  peti- 
tion as  it  is  brings  our  little  56  down  to 
48  for  an  entire  jurisdiction.  It  is,  I 
would  agree,  it  is  a  justice  issue  and  I 
would  ask  that  the  General  Conference 
delegates — the  House — give  to  us 
some  justice,  not  only  to  the  western  ju- 
risdiction, but  for  The  United  Method- 
ist Church. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you  very 
much.  The  Chair  could  entertain  one 


more  speech  for  the  main  motion,  for 
the  motion.  Mike  1.  Well,  you  can  still 
move,  that's  good.  After  a  morning  like 
this,  that's  great. 

E.  MALONE  DODSON  (North  Geor- 
gia): I'm  for  it  and  now  we  can  vote. 

(Laughter  and  applause) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Right  you  are.  All 
right,  Mr.  Chair,  you've  got  one  more 
chance. 

COURTOY:  I'm  for  it.  We  can  vote 
too.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right.  All  right. 
We  are  ready  to  vote  on  Calendar  Item 
1147,  as  the  main  motion.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  569;  No, 
377]  The  motion  is  adopted.  All  right. 
What  can  you  do  in  five  minutes?  Any- 
thing? 

COURTOY:  Bishop,  shall  we  try  one 
short  one,  and  hope  it's  short? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Sure.  Let's  try. 

COURTOY:  Deborah  Pritts,  our  sec- 
retary has  one. 

DEBORAH  L.  PRITTS  (North  Central 
New  York):  I  will  present  this  to  you 
with  a  disclaimer  that  I  cannot  guaran- 
tee it  will  be  a  short  one. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Well,  then  forget  it. 

PRITTS:  Well,  on  Page  No.  2088  in  the 
DCA,  2088,  and  we  are  looking  at  Cal- 
endar No.  1150,  p.  2088,  Calendar  Item 
1150  deals  with  Petition  31710  which 
can  be  found  on  p.  1 75  in  the  Advance 
DCA.  The  subject  is:  Annual  conference 
may  decide  to  be  in  session  every  sec- 
ond year.  The  committee  is  recom- 
mending non-concurrence.  As  we 
discussed  this  petition,  we  were  cogni- 
zant of  the  costs  associated  with  hold- 
ing annual  conference  sessions  on  an 
annual  basis,  but  we  were  of  the  opin- 
ion that  The  Book  of  Discipline  assumes 
the  host  of  duties  assigned  to  the  an- 
nual conference  would  be  conducted 
and  considered  on  an  annual  basis. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  Item 
1150  before  us  with  a  recommendation 
of  non-concurrence.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  800;  No,  1 3  6/ The 
motion  carries — non-concurrence. 
Have  another  one?  We're  going  to  stop 
there.  All  right.  Madam  Secretary,  why 
don't  we  go  to  announcements?  Yes,  in 
the  middle.  Mike  4. 

ALVIN  J.  HORTON  (Virginia):  I  just, 
I  need  some  clarity  in  my  life. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Yes.  Don't  we  all! 

HORTON:  This  morning,  I  think  you 
clarified  that  the  motion  that  we  made 
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last  night  and  approved;  that  petitions 
that  receive  less  than  ten  votes  would 
be  part  of  the  consent  calendar? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Correct. 

HORTON:  And  then,  this  morning,  I 
think  it  was  clarified  that  would  take 
place  immediately.  My  question  is,  if  an 
item  had  been  taken  off  previously,  off 
of  the  consent  calendar,  where  we  were 
under  the  previous  rule  of  having  to 
have  five  signatures,  is  that  now  on  the 
calendar  or  not  or  do  we  . . . 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  No,  it's  off. 

HORTON:  How  do  we  get  it  back? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Anything  previ- 
ously removed  from  the  calendar  is  still 
removed  from  the  calendar.  It's  consid- 
ered calendar. 

HORTON:  So  that  it  is  subject  for  dis- 
cussion? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  It  will  come  for  dis- 
cussion. 

ALVIN  HORTON:  Thank  you  very 
much. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  You're  quite  wel- 
come. Mike  4.  Just  a  moment  please.  I 
have  someone  on  4. 

CHARLES  D.  (DENNY)  WHITE,  JR. 
(Western  North  Carolina):  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Craig.  I  might  direct  the  Chair's 
attention  to  p.  1715  of  the  DCA.  I  have  a 
question  which  may  assist  us  in  our  fu- 
ture deliberation — or  maybe  not.  On  p. 
1715,  in  the  left-hand  column.  Rule 
37— thaf  s  Part  2  of  that— says  that  "no 
report  shall  be  adopted  or  question  re- 
lating (to  the  same)  decided  without 
opportunity  having  been  given  for  at 
least  2  speeches  for  and  2  against."  The 
rule  is,  I  believe.  Madam  Chairperson, 
that  opportunity  has  to  be  given  only 
for  2  on  each  side  and  then  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  would  be  in 
order.  The  rule  about  3  speeches  is  you 
have  to  put  the  question  after  3,  but  you 
do  not  have  to  have  3.  Is  the  Chair  in 
agreement  with  that? 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  The  Chair  is  in 
agreement  with  that  and  it  has  been  at- 
tempting to  act  under  thaf. 

WHITE:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  Yes, 
right  here.  Mike  4. 

ROLAND  SIEGRIST  (Austria  Provi- 
sional): Bishop,  I  have  a  question:  Who 
could  protect  us  of  the  heavy  winds  on 
the  floor  here.  We  have  the  wind  out- 
side yesterday  of  our  convention  cen- 
ter. It's  now  blowing  here  in  a  way  that 


even  my  Swedish  colleagues  are  freez- 
ing. 

(Laughter  and  Applause) 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  We  will  certainly 
ask  the  convention  personnel  to  check 
that.  Would  you  blow  some  up  here, 
please? 

SIEGRIST:  Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  It  may  be  where  the 
origin  of  most  of  the  air  movement  is, 
but  I'm  surprised  it's  cold. 

(Laughter  and  Applause) 

SIEGRIST:  Thank  you.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  All  right.  Let's  turn 
to  our  secretary,  Carolynn  Marshall,  for 
announcements,  please.  We  give  her 
your  undivided  attention? 

CAROLYN  M.  MARSHALL:  Thirty 
seconds  ago  there  was  one  announce- 
ment. There  are  now  three.  One  in 
which  you  will  all  be  interested,  I'm 
sure,  is  the  fact  that  they're  working  on 
this  blower  problem  and  hopefully  af- 
ter lunch,  you  will  be  more  comfort- 
able. I  was  just  rejoicing  yesterday  that 
no  notes  on  the  comfort  level  in  the  au- 
ditorium had  arrived  for  a  couple  of 
days. 

I  just  had  word  that  the  body  needed 
to  be  informed  that  as  we  adopted  Cal- 
endar Item  1147,  as  far  as  the  General 
Conference  delegates  and  distribution 
numbers  and  so  forth  were  concerned, 
that  is  adopted  with  referral  to  GCFA 
for  the  financial  implications.  And  then 
this  one,  on  a  completely  different  vein, 
has  come  from  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  the  Philippines.  That  is  one  of 
our  affiliated,  autonomous  bodies,  rep- 
resentation  from  which  has  been  with 
us  the  time  that  we're  gathered  here  in 
General  Conference.  Let  me  share  this 
message  with  all  of  us.  This  is  written 
by  Bishop  Elmer  M.  BolDCAn  from  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philip- 
pines. 

"I  received  a  call  last  night  from  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  in  the  Philip- 
pines in  Manila  about  the  untimely 
death  of  an  incumbent  bishop  of  the 
UCCP,  Bishop  Nelinda  "Ellen" 
Primavera  Brionos.  Bishop  Ellen  was 
attending  the  north  BICOL  annual  con- 
ference two  days  ago  when  she  suffered 
a  stroke  and  did  not  recover.  She  joined 
her  Creator  while  serving  the  Master. 
Bishop  Ellen  was  the  first  woman 
bishop  in  the  Philippines.  At  age  47,  she 
was  elected  Bishop  in  May  1998  to  serve 
her  term  of  four  years,  1 998  to  2(X)2.  She 


was  assigned  to  the  Southern  Luzon  Ju- 
risdictional Area  which  covers  nine 
conferences.  As  a  bishop  of  the  area,  she 
had  to  attend  all  of  the  annual  sessions 
in  order  to  preside  at  the  election  of  offi- 
cers and  the  ordination  of  ministers." 

(She  had  intended  to  be  here  with  us 
for  General  Conference  but  was  not 
able  to  come  because  of  the  responsibil- 
ities there  and  was  planning  to  attend 
another  event.)  We  request  that  this 
General  Conference  keep  a  moment  of 
silence  and  thank  God  for  the  life  and 
ministry  of  Bishop  Ellen  and  pray  for 
her  bereaved  family  as  well  as  her  con- 
stituencies in  Southern  Lozon  Jurisdic- 
tion, United  Church  of  Christ  in  the 
Philippines." 

And  I  have  spoken  with  Bishop  Craig 
and  we  would  certainly  want  to  be  re- 
sponsive to  this  request  to  remember 
our  friends  and  our  sisters  and  brothers 
in  Christ  in  the  Philippines  in  this  par- 
ticular denomination,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ.  Bishop  Craig,  1  refer  it 
to  you. 

BISHOP  CRAIG:  Thank  you.  In  just  a 
moment,  we're  going  to  ask  Bishop 
James  K.  Matthews  to  dismiss  us  for 
our  lunch  recess  with  prayer  and  ask 
him  to  include  this  heart-rending  real- 
ity in  our  midst.  Do  we  need  to  hear 
from  the  Committee  on  Presiding  Offi- 
cers, Carolyn?  Do  we  need  to  hear  from 
the  Committee  on  Presiding  Officers? 
No?  No.  All  right.  Then  the  Chair's  go- 
ing to  take  some  liberty  here.  We're  ad- 
journing fifteen  minutes  early 
for — we're  recessing  fifteen  minutes 
early — so  we're  going  to  come  back  fif- 
teen minutes  early.  Oh,  so  let's  have 
gathering  music  at  2:10  and  be  in  our 
seats  and  ready  to  begin  at  2:20. 1  thank 
you  for  your  good  spirit  this  morning 
and  the  pleasure  and  the  privilege  of 
chairing  this  General  Conference.  I 
thank  my  colleagues  who  have  helped 
keep  me  in  order  while  you  have  kept 
yourself  in  order  and  trust  that  you  will 
find  refreshment  and  joy  in  your  break. 
Bishop  Mathews,  will  you  pray  for  us? 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  JAMES  K.  MATHEWS  (Re- 
tired): After  a  brief  prayer,  I  will,  in 
keeping  with  the  spirit  of  this  morning, 
give  the  benediction  in  the  Shona  lan- 
guage of  Zimbabwe,  in  the  Marathi  lan- 
guage of  India,  and  then  to  get  right 
with  St.  Paul,  will  give  the  same  bene 
diction  in  English.  Let  us  pray: 
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(Prayer) 

BISHOP  MATHEWS:  Oh  Lord,  what 
a  morning,  and  we  have  affirmed  our 
oneness  in  Christ  when  we  have  ac- 
knowledged the  Oikumene,  the  whole 
inhabited  world,  the  whole  Church 
throughout  the  whole  inhabited  world, 
the  whole  task  of  the  whole  church 
throughout  the  whole  inhabited  world. 
With  praise  we  give  thanks  for  your 
great  love  for  us  all,  for  you  have  sent 
your  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  our  Savior 
and  Lord  and  have  sent  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  continue  that  ministry  today.  We 
crave  the  blessing  of  the  triune  God 
upon  us  and  especially  for  those  who 
mourn  the  death  of  our  sister.  Bishop 
Nelinda  Briones,  who  has  gone  to  be 
with  you  and  for  others  who  suffer  such 
loss.  [Prayer  in  Shona  and  Marathi  fol- 
lowed by  English  translation],which  is 
to  say;  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which  is  the  love  of  God  the  Cre- 
ator made  real  and  present  with  us 
right  here  and  right  now,  be  with  you 
and  remain  with  you  all  along  the  way. 
Amen. 

Tuesday  Afternoon 
May  9,  2000 

(Bishop  Albert  Mutti,  presiding) 
(Singing) 

BISHOP  ALBERT  "FRITZ"  MUTTI 
(Kansas):  Let  the  conference  be  in  or- 
der, come  take  your  seats  please.  You'll 
remember  that  we  set  the  beginning 
time  for  this  afternoon  fifteen  minutes 
earlier,  so  let's  come  take  your  seats 
please.  All  right,  sisters  and  brothers, 
let's  take  your  seats  please  and  be  in  or- 
der. My  name  is  Fritz  Mutti.  I'm  the 
Bishop  of  the  Kansas  area,  where  Kathy 
Bannister  is  one  of  our  pastors.  Some- 
times you  see  my  name  as  Albert,  some- 
times you  see  it  as  Frederick;  but  I  go  by 
Fritz  most  of  the  time,  as  a  nickname 
I've  had  all  my  life  and  the  official  pub- 
lications at  the  church  put  out,  you 
never  know  what  will  appear.  It's  my 
pleasure  to  be  here  helping  you  do  your 
business  this  afternoon,  and  I'm  grate- 
ful for  the  opportunity  to  work  with 
you.  We're  faced  with  the  need  to  move 
ahead  as  quickly  as  possible  with  as 
many  decisions  as  we  can  make  this  af- 
ternoon. So  we  ask  your  patience,  your 
Discipline,  and  your  full  participation 
in  the  process.  I'd  like  for  us  to  begin 
with  a  word  of  prayer. 


(prayer) 

I  want  to  turn  to  the  coordinator  of  the 
calendar,  Fitzgerald  Reist,  to  begin  this 
afternoon's  session,  for  information 
you  need  about  items  listed  in  the  DCA, 
that  will  be  shifted  to  consent. 

FITZGERALD  REIST:  Good  after- 
noon. I  hope  I've  done  what  was  asked 
of  me.  If  you  were  to  turn  in  your  Daily 
Christian  Advocate  for  today,  Wednes- 
day, May  10,  2000,  Volume  4,  No.  8,  to 
p.  2135.  I'm  going  to  give  you  the  calen- 
dar numbers  that  are  affected  in  that 
calendar  that  would  not  have  been  on 
the  consent  calendar  under  the  old 
rules.  On  p.  2135,  Calendar  Item  1222, 
which  is  committee  item  FA92.  On  the 
same  page.  Calendar  Item  1223,  which 
is  committee  item  FA175.  Continuing 
on  same  page,  1224,  committee  item 
FA181,  and  Calendar  Item  1225  which 
is  committee  item  FA191.  If  you  would 
turn  to  p.  2137,  Calendar  Item  1244. 
which  is  committee  item  HE216.  And  if 
you  would  turn  to  p.  2142,  Calendar 
Item  1265,  which  is  committee  item 
CS82.  And  on  p.  2144,  Calendar  Item 
1269,  which  is  committee  item  CS147. 
On  p.  2148,  there  are  two  items,  calen- 
dar 1287,  which  is  committee  item 
FA130,  and  calendar  1288,  which  is 
committee  item  FA190.  Turning  to  p. 
2149,  Calendar  Item  1296,  committee 
item  GJ103.  On  p.  2150,  Calendar  Item 
1311,  committee  item  HE222.  On  the 
next  page,  2151,  Calendar  Item  1317, 
committee  item  HE237.  After  I  went 
down  stairs,  I  understand  that  you  also 
made  an  interpretation  to  the  action 
that  made  it  retroactive  to  the  things 
that  have  been  previously  printed  on 
the  calendar.  I  pulled  those  together 
with  a  little  bit  less  information  and  it's 
not  quite  in  order,  because  I  didn't  have 
enough  time  to  gather  that.  But,  if  you 
would  like  to  just  take  maybe  a  pencil 
and  write  these  numbers  down,  I  think 
that  would  be  the  easiest  way  for  us  to 
do  these  numbers. 

The  following  are  Local  Church  com- 
mittee items.  1210  is  the  calendar  num- 
ber, LC9  is  the  committee  number. 
Calendar  Item  648,  committee  item 
LC57.  Calendar  Item  1213,  committee 
item  LC85.  Calendar  Item  1215,  com- 
mittee item  LCI  14. 

Independent  Commissions;.  Calen- 
dar Item  1207,  committee  item  IC47. 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry;  there 
are  two  items;  Calendar  Item  1201, 
committee  item  HE168.  Calendar  Item 
1204,  committee  item  HE192. 


In  General  and  Judicial  Administra- 
tion; Calendar  Item  1194,  committee 
GJ93. 

In  Faith  and  Order — you  might  want 
to  find  a  new  piece  of  paper.  Calendar 
Item  318,  committee  item  F026.  Calen- 
dar Item  319,  committee  item  F027. 
Calendar  Item  321,  committee  item 
F029.  Calendar  Item — now  I'm  proba- 
bly going  to  make  a  mistake  on  this  one 
because  I  don't  have  a  notation  beside  it 
that  I  double  checked  it.  But  I  will  give  it 
to  you  and  if  you  notice  that  if  has  a  flag 
beside  it,  or  its  constitutional,  it  doesn't 
belong  here.  I  will  double-check  it 
when  I  get  downstairs,  I  apologize.  It's 
Calendar  Item  606,  committee  item 
F032.  Calendar  Item  607,  committee 
item  F061.  Calendar  Item  608,  commit- 
tee item  F064. 

Financial  Administration  has  one.  It's 
Calendar  Item  1171,  committee  item 
FA57.  Conferences;  Calendar  Item  597, 
committee  item  C0487.  Calendar  Item 
1149,  committee  item  C071. 

REIST:  Calendar  Item  1,152,  Commit- 
tee Item  C082;  Calendar  Item  1,153, 
Committee  Item  C097;  Calendar  Item 
1,154,  Committee  Item  C0195;  Calen- 
dar Item  1,156,  Committee  Item  COl  11; 
Calendar  Item.  1,158,  Committee  Item 
COl  1 8.  If  you  discover  that  I  have  made 
any  mistakes,  please  advise  me  before 
6:00  because  I  hope  to  have  this  printed 
in  the  DCA  tomorrow  morning  for  a 
clearer  reference  for  all  of  you.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Jerry,  hold  it  right 
there.  Just  say  one  more  time  why  we 
have  lifted  these  from  the  consent  cal- 
endar so  that  the  conference  will  under- 
stand. 

REIST:  We  took  an  action  this  morn- 
ing to  make  the  number  required  to  be 
on  the  consent  calendar  10  or  fewer 
votes  opposing  the  prevailing  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee.  That  was 
interpreted  retroactively  so  it  went 
back  to  all  those  items  that  were  already 
passed  that  had  not  been  on  the  consent 
calendars,  but  were  on  the  regular  cal- 
endars where  there  were  6, 7, 8, 9,  or  10 
votes  in  opposition.  Those  then  rolled 
over  into  a  consent  calendar  that  we 
will  be  putting  together  manually  for 
your  consideration  tomorrow. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Pink  card,  mike  4. 

JANET  R.  ELLINGER  (Wisconsin): 
Bishop,  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong,  but 
my  understanding  was  the  action  we 
took  said  the  items  had  to  have  10  or 
more  votes.  I  think  this  feels  very  back- 
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wards  to  me  that  they  had  to  have  10 
votes  to  get  onto  the  consent  calendar, 
and  we  had  5  or  less.  And,  I  thought  the 
action  said  we  had  to  have  10  or  less. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  The  issue  is  the  rim- 
ing, I  beheve.  So,  as  we  met  this  morn- 
ing we  determined  that  we  needed  to 
lift  these  today,  and  that  will  be  in  effect 
in  tomorrow's  printing.  We  did  change 
the  rule  that  required  10  votes  to  lift, 
rather  than  5,  but  we  needed  to  lift  these 
today  because  of  the  rime  limit. 

ELLINGER:  All  right,  I'm  srill  con- 
fused, but  that's  not  unusual. 

REIST:  If  you'll  keep  your  hand  up  or 
wave  something  ,  I  can  find  you.  I'll 
come  straight  back  as  I  leave  the  plat- 
form. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Geri,  if  you'll  help 
people  understand  that  we  really  do 
appreciate  your  work  as  coordinator  of 
the  calendar.  This  is  a  hard  job,  and 
we're  grateful  for  all  that  you  do  for  us. 
Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Now  then,  we  turn 
to  General  and  Judicial  Administration 
for  our  Calendar  Items.  If  we  can  move 
through  that  we'll  be  looking  at  Local 
Church,  and  Financial  Administration 
later  this  afternoon.  Let's  do  the  best  we 
can  to  move  through  as  many  as  possi- 
ble. Chrisrine  Harman. 

CHRISTINE  HARMAN  (Kenhicky): 
Thank  you.  Bishop  Mutri.  We  will  be 
presenring  a  number  of  iterr\s  this  after- 
noon. And  our  first  presentation  will  be 
done  by  Tom  Jackson,  who  is  a  lay  dele- 
gate from  South  Georgia.  After  that,  the 
following — the  rest  of  the  presenters 
will  introduce  themselves  as  they  come 
forward.  Tom? 

TOM  JACKSON  (North  Georgia):  I 
did  once  live  in  South  Georgia,  but  I'm  a 
lay  delegate  from  North  Georgia  now. 
Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

Bishop  Mutri,  I  call  your  attention  and 
the  attenrion  of  the  conference  to  p. 
2059,  Calendar  Item  836,  Petition  31967. 
This  is  found  on  p.  1686  of  the  Advance 
DCA.  It  is  enritled,  "Living  Into  the  Fu- 
ture." This  is  the  Committee  on  General 
and  Judicial  Administration's  action  on 
the  connectional  process  team  rejxjrt.  If 
I  may  speak  to  our  recommendarion, 
our  committee  held  an  open  discussion 
for  more  than  2  hours,  suspending  Rob- 
ert's Rules  of  Order  which  were  prov- 
ing to  be  an  obstacle  to  our  discussion. 


In  this  way,  73  different  persons 
addressed  the  CPT  in  a  most  useful  dis- 
cussion, including  2  who  spoke 
through  their  translators.  Through  this 
process  of  listening  and  sharing,  we 
came  to  appreciate  that  the  report  iden- 
tifies a  set  of  core  values  which  indeed 
can  and  should  guide  our  direction  for 
living  into  the  future.  While  we  had  se- 
rious concerns  about  the  CPT's 
top-down  imposirion  of  a  radical  struc- 
tural change  in  the  church,  we  believe 
the  valuable  core  principles  should  not 
be  lost.  The  committee  did  not  want  to 
refer  the  report,  nor  did  we  want  to 
mandate  yet  another  exjjensive  4-year 
study.  We  did  not  want  to  create  the 
Covenant  Council  nor  did  we  want  to 
create  another  structure  to  handle  this 
action  within  our  church.  We  wanted  to 
put  these  transformational  directions  to 
work  now  and  through  this  quad- 
renium.  A  number  of  annual  confer- 
ences are  already  ahead  of  the  General 
Conference  in  this  regard.  We  believe 
this  plan  as  written  utilizes  existing 
structure  throughout  the  church  from 
the  local  to  the  general  level.  It  is  not  to 
be  a  top-down  imp>osition  of  program 
or  structure.  If  fact,  we  hof>e  and  believe 
it  has  a  lot  of  potential  for  something 
good  to  bubble  up  from  the  local 
church.  In  the  end,  our'discussions  lead 
us  to  amend  the  report  by  deleting  the 
existing  text  in  its  entirety,  and  adding 
the  new  text  you  see  printed  in  your 
DCA  on  p.  2059.  The  committee  recom- 
mendation is  concurrence  as  amended, 
and  our  vote  was  79  for,  2  against,  and  1 
abstention. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  The  rec- 
ommendation from  the  committee  is 
for  concurrence  with  amendments  to  it. 
Mike  4,  a  green  card. 

MARY  BROOKE  CASAD  (North 
Texas):  I  move  to  amend  by  deleting  the 
phrase,  'To  guide  us  in  this  way,  the 
General  Conference  charges  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries"  and  everything 
that  follows  that — and  then  substitute 
the  followring  in  its  place:  'To  guide  us  in 
this  way,  the  General  Conference  estab- 
lishes and  charges  the  Transformational 
Leadership  Team  as  follows:  1)  There 
shall  be  a  Transformational  Leadership 
Team  made  up  of  the  following  persons: 
8  bishops  (one  from  each  jurisdiction, 
and  one  each  from  Asia,  Europe,  and  Af- 
rica) to  be  elected  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops;  a  total  of  17  ref)resentatives 
from  the  jurisdictions  of  the  United  States 
elected  by  the  2000  Jurisdictional  Confer- 
ences. (The  number  elected  by  each  juris- 
diction shall  be  proportional   to  that 


jurisdiction's  representation  among  the 
U.S.  delegates  to  the  20(X)  General  Con- 
ference as  determined  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  General  Conference.  Insofar  as  pnjssi- 
ble,  those  elected  shall  be  balanced  be- 
tween lay  and  clergy.);  also,  one 
representative  from  each  Central  Confer- 
ence elected  by  that  Central  Conference, 
or  if  the  Central  Conference  does  meet 
before  January  1, 2(X)1,  the  representative 
is  to  be  appointed  by  the  bishops  of  that 
Central  Conference;  additionally,  4  per- 
sons chosen  for  their  expertise  in  organi- 
zational behavior  or  systems  theory  by 
the  team  after  its  first  meeting.  4  addi- 
tional persons  may  be  added  to  ensure 
inclusivity  to  be  chosen  by  the  team.  Staff 
of  the  General  Agencies  shall  make 
themselves  available  as  needed  to  serve 
as  consultants  to  the  team.  2)  The 
Transformational  Leadership  Team  is 
harged  v/ith  leading  the  church's  con  - 
versation  in  preparing  specific  propxssals 
for  the  2004  General  Conference  around 
the  following  issues:  1)  How  our 
cor\nectior\al  structures  ^an  further  en- 
hance the  effectiveness  of  our  church  in 
accomplishing  its  task  of  making  disci- 
ples of  Jesus  Christ,  2)  How  our 
Connectional  Program  Agencies  can 
better  serve  local  churches  in  their  mis- 
sion or  accomplish  for  local  churches 
missional  actions  which  local  churches 
cannot  do  for  themselves.  3) . . . 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Now,  if  you  can  fin- 
ish your  motion,  Mary  Brooke. 

You're  under  the  three  minute  time 
limit  also. 

CASAD:  AH  right.  There  are  several 
other  items  that  apply  to  directing  the 
transformational  leadership  team. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Well,  let's  just  a 
minute  and  see  if  the  conference  would 
be  willing  to  give  you  rime  to  read  the 
entire  amendment.  Objection  to  letting 
her  read  the  entire  amendment?  All 
right,  if  you  would  extend  the  limit 
please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  363;  No.  490]  Do  the  best  you  can, 
Mary  Brooke. 

CASAD:  Bishop,  may  I  move  to  sus- 
f)end  the  rules  so  that  we  might  pass 
out  the  amendment  to  all  of  the  dele- 
gates so  they  could  have  it  in  writing. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  This  is  an  amend- 
ment to  susp>end  the  rules  to  p«ss  out 
the  entire  amendment.  That  would  put 
it  in  your  hands.  It'd  take  two  thirds  to 
do  so.  Point  of  order  stated  in  the  back. 
Mike  8. 
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DAVID  SEVERE  (Oklahoma);  Can 
she  make  that  motion  and  then  also 
make  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  The  chair  under- 
stands that  she  hadn't  finished  the  mo- 
tion and  so  there  was  no  second  yet.  I 
believe  it's  in  order. 

SEVERE:  All  right,  thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  if  you 
would  suspend  the  rules  and  allow  the 
passing  out  of  this  amendment,  please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  412; 
No,  441]  I'm  sorry. 

CASAD:  Bishop,  may  I  just  briefly 
conclude.  Can  I  briefly  conclude  the 
amendment? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I  think  we'd  let  you 
do  that. 

CASAD:  All  right.  The  team  would 
report  to  the  2004  General  Conference 
and  receive  the  necessary  funding  to  do 
its  work  from  the  budget  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries.  Therefore,  there 
would  be  no  need  for  any  additional 
funding. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  is  there  a 
second?  All  right,  Casad's  motion  is  be- 
fore you,  but  if  you'd  like  to  speak  to  it 
further. 

CASAD:  Yes  I  would.  Only  a  few 
short  days  ago  this  conference  partici- 
pated in  discussion  groups  about  the 
CPT  report.  One  of  the  many  concerns 
lifted  up  from  these  groups  was  the  fo- 
cus on  maintenance  rather  than  mis- 
sion. The  current  culture  of  our 
structure  simply  will  not  allow  effec- 
tive change  in  reorganization  from 
within.  This  proposed  amendment 
would  empower  a  group  from  the 
grassroots  at  the  heart  of  United  Meth- 
odism elected  by  our  regional  confer- 
ences. This  group  has  a  mandate  to 
focus  on  how  we'd  better  carry  out  the 
mission  of  the  church.  It  will  have  the 
benefit  of  CPT's  data  without  being 
committed  to  its  conclusions.  It  pro- 
vides for  the  input  of  persons  with  or- 
ganizational behavior  expertise.  It  calls 
upon  general  agencies  in  an  advisory 
capacity  without  vote.  And  it  can  be  ac- 
complished by  using  monies  within  the 
current  budget,  not  additional  funding. 
I  urge  you  to  support  the  amendment. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  before  you  for  debate. 
Green  card,  mike  2.  You  wish  to  speak 
against  the  amendment. 

WliXIAM  HATCHER  (South  Geor- 
gia): I  rise  to  speak  against  this  amend- 
ment. In  our  legislative  committee  we 
began  miles  apart,  yet  we  moved  from  a 


harsh  and  combative  spirit  to  an  amaz- 
ing oneness,  being  led  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  vote  on 
the  committee  proposal  of  79  for,  2 
against,  and  one  not  voting.  This 
amendment  creates  an  new  independ- 
ent study  committee  composed  of  40 
persons.  As  a  member  of  the  CPT,  that's 
not  a  good  place  to  go.  I  believe  the 
main  motion  is  the  better  proposal  to 
get  us  to  God's  preferred  future.  I  urge 
you  to  vote  no  on  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you.  Is  there 
someone  who  wishes  to  speak  for  the 
Casad  amendment?  Green  card,  mike 
2. 

JIM  HARNISH  (Florida):  I  think  the 
amendment  offers  us  an  effective  way 
to  move  the  very  helpful  information 
from  the  CPT  report  into  the  hands  of  a 
group  that  is  not  a  study  committee. 
Unfortunately,  the  document  was  not 
permitted  to  be  put  in  our  hands,  but  as 
described  it  is  not  another  study  com- 
mittee, it  is  a  group  specifically  desig- 
nated to  lead  us  in  implementing  the 
best  learnings  of  the  CPT  document. 
But  it  does,  as  the  maker  of  the  motion 
presented,  emerge  out  of  the  jurisdic- 
tional representation  and  therefore 
provides  a  fresh  look  that  is  not  bound 
by  the  ethos  or  experience  or  tradition 
of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
and  the  existing  bodies.  I  support  it  be- 
cause I  believe  it  provides  us  a  way  that 
is  much  less  expensive  than  maintain- 
ing the  total  budget  of  another  agency 
and  provides  a  way  for  an  objective 
look  at  how  best  to  implement  the  best 
learnings  of  the  CPT. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you  very 
much.  A  speech  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. Come  back  here  to  the  pink  card. 
Go  to  mike  4  You're  speaking  against. 

RANDALL  FLANAGAN  (West  Vir- 
ginia): I  rise  to  speak  against  the 
amendment.  First  of  all,  I  believe  it 
would  delay  rather  than  encourage  the 
spirit-driven  transformation  and  refor- 
mation of  this  great  church  that  we 
love.  To  study  for  another  four  years, 
and  possibly  eight  knowing  our  own 
proclivities,  would  disengage  us  from 
the  spirit  and  the  energy  that  is  already 
moving  and  is  manifest  among  us  and 
through  us.  Secondly,  we  already  have 
in  place  a  structure  than  can  be  empow- 
ered and  is  prepared  to  be  responsible 
to  carry  forth  the  transformational  di- 
rections that  the  church  has  so  clearly 
called  for.  With  a  new  commitment  to 
the  conciliar  form  of  ministry,  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Ministries  can  fulfill  a 


new  mandate,  mandated  by  this  Gen- 
eral Conference,  mandated  by  the 
words  of  this  resolution,  so  that  we  can 
come  to  a  common  table  for  dialogue, 
for  strategy,  and  most  of  all  for  the 
guidance  of  God's  holy  and  transform- 
ing Spirit.  Let  us  not  delay.  Let  us  pro- 
ceed now. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you.  We've 
had  two  against  and  two  for.  Someone 
wish  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment? Green  card,  mike  4. 

SCOTT  JONES  (North  Texas):  I  yearn 
for  a  church  that  is  much  more  effective 
in  more  places  and  in  more  ways  than 
we  are  now.  I  yearn  for  a  church  that  is 
more  truly  global,  one  where  evange- 
lism is  more  effective  in  reaching  the 
unchurched,  where  there  is  a  stronger 
witness  against  racism  in  society  and 
within  our  church;  a  church  that  is  more 
effective  in  our  social  action  to  fight 
poverty  and  other  forms  of  injustice;  for 
a  church  that  is  dynamic  and  culturally 
relevant  in  its  worship  in  better  ways 
than  we  are  now,  one  that  encourages 
small  groups  for  Bible  study  and  spiri- 
tual formation.  In  short,  a  church  that 
has  lived  into  the  mission  statement 
which  we  adopted  the  last  General 
Conference.  The  committee's  report 
makes  no  reference  to  the  mission  state- 
ment of  the  church.  That  ought  to  be 
guiding  our  transformational  leader- 
ship. Also,  then,  I  have  to  ask  "Who  do  I 
trust  most  to  lead  us  in  this 
transformational  period?  Do  I  trust  an 
agency  that's  been  around  for  28  years 
and  has  an  investment  in  the  status 
quo?  Or  do  I  trust  people  that  will  be 
elected  in  our  central  and  jurisdictional 
conferences  to  lead  us  in  the  future?"  I 
urge  us  to  support  the  amendment. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Okay,  I'm  gonna 
look  in  the  back.  You  wish  to  speak 
against  the  amendment?  Pink  card.  It's 
easy  to  see  a  pink  card  in  the  middle  of 
yellow  ones  there.  Way  in  the  back, 
mike  8. 

DAVID  SEVERE  (Oklahoma):  I  speak 
against  this  amendment.  The  General 
Council  on  Ministries  is  the  only 
agency  except  for  the  Council  of 
Bishops  that  now  has  representation  on 
it  from  every  annual  conference.  We  are 
being  proposed  to  approve  something 
that  would  take  very  few  people  to 
make  very  magnanimous  decisions  on 
our  behalf.  We  need  the  centrality  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries.  I  would 
point  out  to  you  that  the  CPT  was  not  an 
insider  group.  It  was  named  and  it  has 
functioned  outside.  And  we  did  not  like 
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what  they  brought.  We  did  not  like  the 
very  small  group  they  were  proposing. 
We  have  rightly  chosen  a  better  way. 
Please  defeat  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  MUTTl:  All  right,  you've 
three  for  and  three  against  the  amend- 
ment. According  to  your  rules  we  take 
the  vote  after  we  hear  from  the  chair 
and  the  committee. 

TOM  JACKSON  (North  Georgia): 
Bishop,  the  transformational  leader- 
ship team  by  any  other  name  sounds 
like  a  rather  exclusive  group  and  it 
sounds  a  lot  like  a  study  committee. 
Our  calendar  item  places  this  respnansi- 
bility  within  the  GCOM's  regular  work 
including  two  resp>onsibilities  already 
assigned  by  the  Book  of  Discipline  906.12 
"to  study  the  connectional  structures  of 
the  church"  and  906. 1 9  "to  assure  inclu- 
sion of  central  conferences  and  its 
members  within  the  life  of  the  church." 
The  amendment  for  a  proposed  sepa- 
rate study  team  does  not  provide  sup>- 
fwrt  for  ongoing  staff.  It  only  provides 
that  agency  staff  are  to  be  consultants  as 
needed.  A  group  of  this  imp)ortance 
could  not  function  effectively  without 
adequate  staff  support  and  the  GCOM 
has  the  staff  in  place  to  do  this.  The 
GCOM  is  prepared  to  carry  out  this  as- 
signment within  the  resources  pro- 
vided in  its  quadrennial  budget.  And  I 
believe  one  group  would  be  cheaper 
than  two. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  We  are 
ready  to  vote  then?  What's  before  you  is 
the  Casad  Amendment.  If  you  are 
ready  to  vote  you  can  press  one  for 
"yes"  for  the  amendment,  two  for  "no." 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
And  the  motion  is  defeated.  [Yes^26  ; 
No,  6771  We're  back  to  the  main  motion. 
Pink  card,  mike  4. 

PAUL  ERVIN  (North  Georgia):  I 
move  to  amend  Petition  31967  as 
amended.  Calendar  Item  836  by  delet- 
ing everything  that  follows  the  para- 
graph that  ends  with  the  words,  "All 
levels  of  the  general  church  shall  begin 
to  live  out  these  transformational  direc- 
tions," except  the  {penultimate  para- 
graph, the  next  to  last  paragraph,  which 
reads,  "In  order  to  be  good  stewards  of 
the  time  and  money  invested  in  the  CPT 
rejxjrt,  it  and  all  its  related  research  are 
forwarded  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  with  deep  appreciation  as  re- 
source material  for  its  ongoing  work." 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Is  there  second?  I 
hear  second.  Can  you  help  us  find  the 
page  where  the  deletion  is  to  be  again? 


ERVIN:  If  you'll  look  in  DCA  2059,  p. 
2059. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  It's  in  the  printed 
amendment  that  comes  with  commit- 
tee? 

ERVIN:  Yes.  836  is  the  item.  What  I'm 
suggesting  is  that  we  keep,  down  to  the, 
it's  about  the  third  paragraph  after  the 
numbered  items.  You  see  1,2,3,4  and  5. 
We  keep  that  and  that  last  paragraph 
that  says,  "These  valuable  principles 
and  ideas  need  to  be  brought  to  hfe  at 
every  level  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  over  the  next  quadrennium. 
Each  organizational  level  of  the  church, 
from  the  local  church  through  all  levels 
of  the  general  church,  should  begin  to 
live  out  these  transformational  direc- 
tions." It  would  eliminate  everything 
else  except  for  the  next-to-last  para- 
graph on  the  next  page  which  reads,  "In 
order  to  be  good  stewards  of  the  time 
and  money  invested  in  the  CPT  report, 
it  and  all  its  related  research  are  for- 
warded to  the  GCOM,  with  deep  apj- 
preciation,  as  resource  materials  for  its 
ongoing  work."  The  last  paragraph 
would  not  be  included  which  would 
have  a  report  coming  back  from  the 
Council  on  Ministries  to  our  group. 
Might  I  speak  to  the  amendment? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes. 

ERVIN:  That  was  in  response. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  You've  about  taken 
your  time. 

ERVIN:  Well,  very  quickly,  the  affect 
of  this  amendment  would  be  to  thank 
the  wonderful  work  that  our  friends 
have  done  and  I  have  many  friends  on 
the  CPT,  Council,  and  on  this  commit- 
tee, the  presenter's  from  my  confer- 
ence. But,  many  of  us  in  the  church  feel 
that  we  need  to  go  bottom  down,  not 
bottom  down,  but  bottom  up.  Let's  let 
these  great  things  that  have  been  sug- 
gested go  back  to  our  local  churches 
and  annual  conferences  and  if  there  is 
reason  to  bring  f>etitions  back,  let's 
bring  it  back  from  them  on  the  floor. 
Let's  don't  spend  another  four  years. 
This  wasn't  the  first  four  years  we've 
studied  structures.  Let's  not  worry 
about  the  location  of  the  chairs.  Let's 
worry  about  leading  this  ship  to  safe 
waters. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you  very 
much.  The  Ervin  motion  is  before  you. 
TTiose  of  you  in  the  back,  one  of  you 
with  the  orange  card  wish  to  speak  in 
opposition?  Come  to  mike  7.  Let  me 
suggest  that  when  you  put  up  a  lot  of 
cards  way  in  the  back,  you  kind  of  alter- 


nate sp>eakers.  So  we  have  a  variety  of 
voices  in  the  conference. 

AILEEN  L.WILLIAMS  (Minnesotaj.  I 
speak  in  opposition  to  this  amendment. 
What  the  amendment  actually  does  is 
take  out  of  the  heart  of  the  work  that  has 
been  done,  not  only  in  the  CPT  the  last 
four  years,  but  in  the  legislative  com- 
mittee. It  was  quite  a  remarkable  thmg 
for  the  legislative  committee  to  take  the 
understanding  that  we  have  to  put 
some  outcomes  or  some  exp)ectations  in 
front  of  whatever  group  is  going  to 
work  on  these  ideas  to  say,  "We  want  to 
see  some  results  at  the  end  of  four  years 
in  2004  in  relationship  to  how  our  gen- 
eral church  op)erates."  It  always  in- 
trigues me  that  we  assume  that  because 
p>eople  we  elect  throughout  the  church 
come  and  sit  on  a  general  agency,  they 
are  no  more  pwrt  of  the  grass  roots.  That 
we  put  them  in  a  hierarchical  position 
and  say,  "This  isn't  us."  But  most  of  us 
in  this  room  have  had  exp)erience  work- 
ing with  our  brothers  and  sisters  from 
across  the  church  in  variety  of  settings 
and  we  know  we  always  bring  with  us 
our  understandings  of  what  it  means  to 
belong  to  a  local  congregation.  I  urge 
this  group  not  to  nullify  the  hard  work 
that's  been  done  and  trust  that  we  can 
put  some  outcomes  in  front  of  the 
GCOM  and  say,  "We  exf)ect  you  to 
work  on  these  things  in  the  next  four 
years." 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you  a  speech 
in  opp>osition.  Come  down  to  this  sec- 
tion someone  wish  to  sp)eak  for  the 
Ervin  Emotion — amendment.  It  may 
have  emotion  to  it,  but  it's  really  an 
amendment.  Green  card,  come  to  mike 
2.  Sp>eaking  in  favor. 

TERRELL  SESSUMS  (Florida):  I  have 
watched  the  work  of  the  CPT.  I  think 
they  have  done  some  very  creative 
work  and  given  many  new  ideas  about 
the  direction  of  the  church.  But  I  tend  to 
agree  with  my  colleague  that  made  the 
motion.  I  think  we  need  to  have  a  p)e- 
riod  of  time  in  which  to  digest  and  con- 
sider what  they've  done.  I  don't  believe 
that  we  need  to  have  an  agency  of  the 
church  or  any  group  continue  with  this 
on  a  formal  basis.  (Dne  of  the  virtues  of 
our  connection  is  Ifhatj  we  have  in  re- 
cent years  given  our  annual  confer- 
ences a  great  deal  of  flexibility  to  work 
out  programs  of  effective  ministry.  I 
think  that  that  process  is  still  unfolding. 
I  think  that  four  years  from  now  we'll 
be  in  a  much  better  p>osition  to  profit 
from  that  experience,  and  to  p>erhaps 
find  some  ways  to  simplify  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  CPT  team,  in  a  way  that 
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would  not,  as  some  of  us  fear,  would 
substantially  confuse  and  destabilize 
much  of  the  work  of  the  church,  in  at- 
tempting to  make  a  well-conceived 
transition.  So,  I  would  support  Mr. 
Ervin's  motion.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTl:  All  right,  we've  had 
two  speeches  for  and  one  against.  Any- 
one in  this  section  who  wishes  to  speak 
against.  A  pink  card,  come  to  mike  2. 

MINERVA  CARCANO  (Rio  Grande): 
I  apologize  for  my  voice  on  this  after- 
noon. I  want  to  speak  against  the 
amendment.  The  section  that  is  being 
removed  through  the  amendment,  or 
that  were  to  be  removed  through  the 
amendment,  actually  goes  contrary  to 
the  concept  of  assisting  and  being  in 
touch  with  local  congregations.  This 
section  is  about  supporting  local  con- 
gregations. We  have  said  that  our  gen- 
eral agencies  need  to  find  ways  to 
reconnect  with  our  local  congregations. 
We're  asking  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  to  help  facilitate  that  process. 
We  have  taken  action  in  the  previous 
General  Conference  to  allow  local  con- 
gregations and  annual  conferences  a 
greater  degree  of  flexibility,  but  they 
have  gotten  stuck  with  the  Judicial 
Council.  They  need  some  assistance. 
And  one  of  the  points  that  would  be  re- 
moved would  be  that  request  to  have 
GCOM  walk  with  those  annual  confer- 
ences and  those  local  congregations  as 
they  move  towards  greater  flexibility. 
When  we  talk  about  our  local  congrega- 
tions, we're  not  talking  just  about  local 
congregations  in  this  country.  We're 
talking  about  local  congregations  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  We  must  con- 
tinue to  dialogue  about  the  global  na- 
ture of  our  church.  We've  been  about 
study  for  eight  years.  This  is  a  good  op- 
portunity to  move  to  take  some  action 
to  be  in  support  of  local  congregations, 
of  annual  conferences  and  to  model  a 
different  way  of  being  the  church  by  vi- 
sioning  together  for  our  future.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you.  You've 
had  two  speeches  for,  and  two  against. 
You  could  vote,  but  you  can  have  one 
more  for  and  one  more  against.  Pink 
card  in  the  back  section.  Mike  6.  Do  you 
wish  to  speak  in  favor? 

JANET  STEPHENSON  (Iowa):  I  am 
making  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment on  behalf  of  Yong  Lee  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Connectional  Process 
Team.  In  the  next  to  the  last  paragraph 
that  begins  with  the  words,  "In  order  to 
be  good  stewards,"  after  the  phrase. 


"research  are  forwarded  to  the 
GCOM,"  the  amendment  would  be,  "to 
be  used  as  a  guide  for  its  continuing 
work."  If  I  could  have  a  second  I  would 
Speak  to  that. 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  Is  there  support? 
Yes,  there  is.  Give  us  your  name  again. 

STEPHENSON:  This  is  really  a 
friendly  amendment,  I  think.  But  the 
concern  of  Yong  Lee  was  that  if  you  say 
the  team  report  is  to  be  used  as  resource 
material  that  it  will  sit  on  a  shelf  some- 
place, never  to  see  the  light  of  day 
again.  "To  be  used  as  a  guide  in  ongo- 
ing work"  would  indicate  that  the  ma- 
terial would  have  a  life  that  would 
extend  beyond  this  conference. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  what's  be- 
fore you  now  is  the  amendment  to  the 
Ervin  amendment.  With  that  one 
speech  in  favor,  is  there  someone  who 
wishes  to  speak  against?  It'll  stop  whis- 
tling in  a  minute  here.  Against  over 
here,  green  card.  1  don't  think  that's  my 
hearing  aid.  Mike  3. 

PATRICK  STREIFF  (Switzerland- 
France):  I  think  even  the  amendment  of 
the  amendment  is  not  a  better  thing 
than  what  the  commission  of  the  legis- 
lative committee  proposes  you  in  ori- 
gin. We  realize  the  importance  of  the 
five  transformational  directions.  And 
the  question  is  not  whether  you  think 
you  have  to  start  from  the  bottom  up  or 
from  upside  down.  The  question  is, 
whether  we  really  give  a  mandate  to  a 
body  of  the  church  to  work  with  these 
transformational  directions.  If  we  do 
not  do  it,  we  can  all  go  home  and  say 
what  wonderful  five  transformational 
directions  we  have  had  at  General  Con- 
ference and  then  everyone  forgets 
about  it.  We  need  to  have  a  body  that 
has  a  mandate  to  work  with  these 
transformational  directions,  that's  the 
first  point  which  we  will  lose  with  the 
amendment  and  the  amendment  of  the 
amendment.  And  the  second  point  we 
will  lose  is  that  we  continue  to  discuss 
about  the  nature  of  the  global  church 
and  ho  w  we  can  go  on  to  be  more  global 
in  the  way  we  live  as  a  General  Confer- 
ence. And  therefore,  I  would  really  sup>- 
port  the  proposition  as  it  comes  from 
the  legislative  committee. 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  All  right,  we're 
speaking  to  the  Stephenson  amend- 
ment to  the  Ervin  amendment.  We've 
had  a  speech  for  and  a  speech  against. 
Way  in  the  back,  orange  card,  mike  8. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Are  you  speaking 
against,  for,  or  . . . 


J.N.  HOWARD  (Holston):  Neither 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Mike  8.  All  right. 

HOWARD:  I  move  the  previous 
question  on  all  that's  before  us. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  No,  we  have  to  have 
opportunity  for  two  speeches  for  and 
against  before  we  can  have  the  previ- 
ous question  motion.  Yes,  you  have  an- 
other question,  mike  8? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Can  I 
move  to  suspend  the  rules,  that  we  go 
on  with  the  action  now  on  all  that's  be- 
fore us? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Well,  the  chair 
would  suggest  that  we  haven't  even  de- 
bated the  main  motion  yet.  But,  maybe 
it's  in  order.  If  you  want  to  make  that 
motion,  we'll  see  what  the  conference 
thinks. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  I'll  try  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  The  motion  is  to 
suspend  the  rules,  takes  two-thirds,  is 
there  a  second? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Sec- 
onded. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Will  you  suspend 
the  rules  so  that  we  can  have  the  previ- 
ous question  put?  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  668;  No,  227]  Well, 
the  conference  has  voted  to  do  that.  And 
the  question  that's  before  you  is  the  pre- 
vious question  motion,  then.  We'll  give 
you  a  chance  to — yeah,  OK.  Previous 
question  would  end  debate  on  all  that's 
before  us,  as  I  understood  the  maker  of 
the  motion,  so  that  if  you  approve  this, 
we  move  immediately  to  a  vote  on  Cal- 
endar Item  836.  If  you  support  the  previ- 
ous question,  press  1;  if  you  do  not,  press 
2.  Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  717;  No,  184}  And  you  have  sup>- 
ported  the  previous  question. 

We'll  turn  to  Tom  Jackson  for  sum- 
mary from  the  committee. 

JACKSON:  Thank  you.  Bishop  Mutti. 
I  think  that  those  on  the  floor  have  spo- 
ken eloquently  and  well.  I  do  want  to 
point  out  that  we  have  just  discovered 
an  editorial  printing  error  in  Item  No.  3, 
at  the  top  of  page  2060.  Let  me  read  that 
language  to  you  from  the  actual  peti- 
tion so  you  have  it  for  your  records. 
Number  3  should  read,  "To  determine 
the  most  effective  design  for  the  work 
of  the  general  agencies  and  to  provide 
implementing  legislation  to  the  2004 
General  Conference."  That's  the  peti- 
tion as  it  was  submitted,  that  seems  to 
be  a  misprint  in  the  DCy4. 
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Final  Votes  on  Homosexuality 

Reveal  a  Church  in  Pain 


Top  left:  In  the  auditorium  bal- 
cony, an  unidentified  woman  is 
restrained  as  she  appeals  for  un- 
derstanding and  compassion. 

Top  right:  Outside  the  convention 
center,  Cleveland  pjolice arrest  Al- 
bany Area  Bishop  Susan  M.  Mor- 
rison (center)  and  Chicago  Area 
Bishop  C.  Joseph  Sprague  for 
blocking  a  General  Conference 
session. 

Bottom  left:  On  the  stage  of  the 
plenary  hall,  bishops  stand  in 
solidarity  with  persons  making 
a  witness  to  the  church's  anti- 
homosexual  policies. 
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Delegates  Wrestle  with  Difficult  Decisions 


Arrests  yesterday  of  29  demonstrators,  including 
Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison,  Albany  Area,  and  Bishop  C. 
Joseph  Sprague,  Chicago  Area,  marked  the  final  major 
votes  on  petitions  related  to  homosexuality.  The  demon- 
strators had  filled  the  space  in  front  of  the  platform,  sitting 
or  kneeling  in  cross  formation,  after  the  first  vote  main- 
taining the  current  language  in  the  Social  Principles  was 
taken.  The  Social  Principles  state  that  homosexuality  is 
considered  "incompatible  with  Christian  teaching."  As 
the  demonstrators  took  their  places,  a  woman  climbed 
onto  the  balcony  ledge,  appealing  for  understanding  and 
compassion.  Witnesses  differ  about  whether  she  ap- 
peared intent  on  jumping  or  simply  wished  to  protest. 

Presiding  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  Louisiana  Area, 
asked  the  conference  to  allow  the  demonstrators  to  remain 
in  place  if  they  agreed  to  a  covenant  not  to  interrupt  pro- 
ceedings. The  General  Conference  agreed,  621  -  328.  The 
group,  according  to  Bishop  Solomon,  wanted  a  motion  to 
come  before  the  General  Conference  to  declare  a  four-year 
moratorium  on  all  "negative  language"  relating  to  homo- 
sexuality. The  Rev.  Richard  Parker,  New  York  Conference, 
moved  the  moratorium,  but  after  discussion,  it  was  de- 
feated 637  -  320.  At  that  point,  according  to  their  agree- 
ment, the  demonstrators  stood  in  front  of  the  stage. 

After  the  lunch  recess,  delegates  and  demonstrators 
took  their  places  to  continue  business.  After  a  vote  to  con- 
tinue prohibition  of  holy  unions,  demonstrators  turned 
and  marched  up  the  steps  to  the  platform,  stood  around 
the  table  and  behind  Bishop  Solomon,  and  sang  "We  Shall 
Overcome."  Bishop  Solomon  asked  the  demonstrators  to 
leave,  then  put  his  head  in  his  folded  hands,  saying  he  did 
not  wish  to  witness  what  would  happen  next.  A  second 
time.  Bishop  Solomon  asked  the  demonstrators  to  leave. 
AMAR  spokesperson  Randy  Miller  refused.  Cleveland 
police  immediately  escorted  the  demonstrators  from  the 
stage.  At  press  time,  it  was  reported  that  those  arrested 
would  likely  be  held  overnight  for  arraignment  today. 

Tight  camera  shots  on  the  presiding  bishop  kept 
some  delegates  in  the  hall,  and  others  watching  on  moni- 
tors throughout  the  convention  center,  from  identifying 
demonstrators  or  witnessing  the  arrests. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Committee  and  General  Confer- 
ence delegates  have  turned  back  every  effort  to  change  or 
moderate  the  church's  policy  on  homosexual  practice. 

On  Wednesday,  Soulforce — an  ecumenical  group 
seeking  inclusion  for  gays  and  lesbians — staged  an 
early-morning  demonstration  and  civil  disobedience  ac- 
tion outside  the  convention  center.  The  next  day  dele- 
gates considered  the  proposal  from  the  Faith  and  Order 
Committee  to  maintain  the  language  of  the  Social  Princi- 
ples: "Although  we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homo- 
sexuality and  consider  this  practice  incompatible  with 


Christian  teaching,  we  affirm  that  God's  grace  is  available 
to  all.  We  commit  ourselves  to  be  in  ministry  for  and  with 
all  persons." 

Presenting  the  legislative  committee's  concurrence, 
the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Hayes  Jr.,  Texas  Conference,  described 
the  legislative  committee's  intent:  to  ensure  every  voice* 
and  position  was  heard.  Times  of  prayer  and  discernment) 
united  the  legislative  committee.  "Last  Saturday  was  a . 
day  of  Pentecost,"  Hayes  said. 

The  legislative  committee  voted  59-43-1  Sunday  to 
maintain  the  church's  current  statement. 

A  minority  report,  presented  by  the  Rev.  J.  Philip i 
Wogaman,  Baltimore-Washington  Conference,  asked  the ' 
conference  to  "acknowledge  with  humility  that  the 
church  has  been  unable  to  arrive  at  a  common  mind  on  the 
compatibility  of  homosexual  practice  with  Christian  faith. 
Many  consider  this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.  Others  believe  it  acceptable  when  practiced  in  a 
context  of  human  covenantal  faithfulness.  The  church 
seeks  further  understanding  through  continued  prayer, 
study  and  pastoral  experience.  In  doing  so,  the  church 
continues  to  affirm  that  God's  grace  is  bestowed  on  all 
and  that  the  members  of  Christ's  body  are  called  to  be  in 
ministry  for  and  with  one  another  and  to  the  world." 

Delegates  defeated  the  minority  report  and  voted  to 
retain  the  prohibitions  against  the  ordination  or  appoint- 
ment of  self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals  and  the  rule 
against  clergy  conducting  same-sex  unions.  Later  in  the 


Agenda  for  Friday  May  12 

8:00  a.m. 

Choral  Music                                             ' 

8:15  a.m. 

Worship  Service                                         ^ 

9:00  a.m. 

Committee  on  Calendar 

and  Agenda  Report 

9:10  a.m. 

Elections  and  Calendar  Items 

12:10  p.m. 

Conference  Announcements 

and  Committee  on  Presiding  Officers       1 

12:15  p.m 

Lunch  Recess                                             J 

2:20  p.m. 

Gathering  Music                                       M 

2:30  p.m. 

Report  of  GCFA                                        | 

5:30  p.m. 

Dinner  Recess                                            3 

7:20  p.m. 

Gathering  Music                                          il 

7:30  p.m. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Agenda 

7:30  p.m. 

Calendar  Items 

10:25  p.m 

Announcements 

10:30  p.m 

Adjournment 
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afternoon,  delegates  voted  to  move  the  same-sex  union 
prohibition  from  the  Social  Principles  to  the  section  of  The 
Book  of  Discipline  dealing  with  pastoral  responsibilities. 

1  Other  minority  reports  seeking  to  modify  language 
were  also  defeated.  Delegates  voted  against: 

•  changing  the  words  "shall  not"  to  "should  not"  in  re- 
lation to  conducting  holy  unions; 

•  changing  "We  acknowledge"  to  "Most"  (or  "many") 
acknowledge"  in  the  statement  on  the  incompatibil- 
ity of  homosexual  practice  with  Christian  teaching; 

•  stating  that  homosexual  practice  is  incompatible 
with  "some"  Christian  teaching; 

•  a  minority  report,  filed  by  Don  Messer,  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  that  would  have  allowed 
"pastors  in  charge"  to  have  authority  to  decide  for 
themselves  whether  or  not  to  conduct  holy  unions. 

Following  the  defeat  of  a  minority  report  asking  that 
''the  Social  Principles  state  homosexuality  is  incompatible 
with  some  teaching,  presenter  Stephen  G.  Frantz,  Ore- 
gon-Idaho Conference,  announced,  "You've  made  it  clear 
.  :that  I  don't  belong  in  this  church."  Removing  his  creden- 
1  'tials,  he  threw  them  on  the  altar  and  left  the  auditorium. 

Delegates  added  a  sentence  to  the  Social  Principles: 
"We  implore  families  and  churches  not  to  reject  or  con- 
demn their  lesbian  and  gay  members  and  friends."  Pro- 
posed by  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action,  the 
petition  passed  on  the  Consent  Calendar. 

A  motion  to  have  the  General  Commission  on  Chris- 
tian Unity  and  InterreHgious  Concerns  continue  dialogue 
on  homosexuality  passed,  766  - 172. 
|j  —Ann  Whiting,  Erik  Alsgaard,  Tom  Slack 

I  'Leaving  in  the  Light  of  God' 

IL       "We  are  leaving  in  the  light  of  God,"  they  sang  as 
Hiey  marched  out  of  the  convention  center.  They  were  not 
Krested.  They  chose  to  leave  rather  than  stay  in  a  church 
"that  condemns  people  because  of  who  they  are.  If  there  is 
not  room  at  the  table  for  their  friends,  they  don't  want  to 
be  there  either.  I  wonder  if  I  will  ever  see  them  agam.  Then 
I  heard  a  friend  say,  "It's  obvious  I  don't  belong  in  this 
church."  This  man  who  is  a  responsible  church  leader, 
who  has  given  up  so  much  to  attend  this  General  Confer- 
ence, walked  out. 

In  a  hallway  outside  the  auditorium,  Oregon-Idaho 

lav   delegate  Stephen  G.   Frantz  was  surrounded   by 

.    half-dozen  supporters  who  hugged  him  as  he  sobbed.  His 

fnends  encouraged  him,  saying  the  vote  following  his 

speech  was  the  most  favorable  to  the  inclusion  of  j^y  per- 

;    sons.  Frantz  responded  that  he  no  longer  belonged  at  this 

'    conference.  He  left  to  walk  alone. 


We  often  hear  the  church  will  |.^,  m. n  K  rv  ,•  ,i  in- 
cludes gays,  lesbians,  bisexuals.  and  ir.(ii->^,tidir.-vl  per- 
sons Today  we  lost  a  great  many  people,  and  I  fear  il  will 
only  get  worse.  We  all  lost  today. 

When  I  was  working  toward  a  doctor  of  minutrv 
degree  in  a  class  of  international,  interfaith  student.^.  the 
school  invited  us  to  celebrate  daily  communion  services 
Roman  Catholic  priests — students  in  my  class — en- 
eluded  Protestants  and  women.  Unable  to  overcome  cen- 
turies of  patriarchy,  the  class  held  two  communion 
services.  The  table  was  not  extended  to  us  I  wrote  a 
poem  that  day: 

God  inxnted  me  to  the  table. 

My  brother  turned  me  away. 

We  both  went  away  hungry. 

God,  I'm  hungry  today 


-Patty  Meyen 


A  Helpful  Process 


In  light  of  the  General  Conference  action  that  tran- 
spired yesterdav,  the  Rev  Frank  D.  Wulf,  California-Pa- 
cific reserve  delegate  and  Wesley  Foundation  director  at 
UCLA,  offers  a  process  General  Conference  delegates 
may  want  to  try  here  or  at  home. 

Over  the  pjast  three  years,  the  California-Pacific  An- 
nual Conference  has  turned  to  a  dialogue  process  that 
works  effectively  to  discern  God's  vsnll  in  dealing  v^nth 
controversial  issues  He  believes  the  church's  reb  • 
with  lesbian  and  gay  Christians  has  become  t: 
pressing  issue  facing  the  church  today  The  confereiKe 
has  engaged  clergy  and  laitv  in  a  dialogue  process  that 
has  proven  transformative  He  reports  that  people  with 
very  different  positions  on  homosexuality  have  learned  to 
work  together  and  relate  to  each  other  with  compaarinn. 
trust  and  respect 

The  process  involves  three  essential  steps; 

•  speaking  one's  own  understanding  of  the  truth 
boldly  and  honestly; 

•  listening  respectfully  to  the  ideas  and  optiuons  oi 
others;  and 

.  opening  oneself  to  the  possibility  of  being  changed 
by  the  Holy  Sptnt 

Rather  than  being  divisive,  he  savs,  the  amterrmT 
has  found  a  ■  !o  be  more  inclusive  The>'  offer  it  lo 

the  General »  .-e  as  a  gift  for  future  consideranon 

— Patty  hAeyen 
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Sexuality  Issues  Dominate  Thursday  Agenda 

The  arrest  of  29  people — including  two  bish- 
ops— Thursday  afternoon  on  charges  of  disrupting  a  law- 
ful meeting  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time  during  General 
Conference  police  have  removed  persons  from  a  plenary 
hall. 

The  arrests  came  at  the  end  of  a  tension-filled  day  in 
which  the  church's  positions  on  homosexuality  were  reaf- 
firmed by  approximate  margins  of  2  to  1.  A  veteran  ob- 
server called  it  the  most  emotional  day  he  had  ever  seen  at 
a  General  Conference. 

Late  Thursday  night,  Carolyn  Marshall  announced 
that  the  29  persons  had  posted  bond  and  been  released. 
Their  arraignment  would  be  on  Saturday.  A  fund  to  help 
pay  fines  has  been  created  and  is  located  in  the  AMAR  of- 
fice at  the  Sheraton  Hotel. 

Other  General  Conference  business  was  transacted 
as  the  final  day  of  General  Conference  2000  came  into 
view.  Delegates  were  told  at  the  beginning  of  the  day  that 
669  items  remained  to  be  handled. 

The  Rev.  John  G.  Corry,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Judicial  Council,  succeeding  Tom 
Matheny  who  is  gravely  ill.  Corry  has  been  vice  president 
of  the  council. 

The  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  was  elected 
vice  president.  Sally  Curtis  AsKew,  Bogart,  Ga.,  was 
re-elected  secretary.  Seated  for  the  first  time  on  the 
church's  highest  court  were  Rodolfo  C.  Beltran, 
Cabanatuan  City,  Philippines;  the  Rev.  Keith  D.  Boyette, 
Fredericksburg,  Va.;  Mary  A.  Daffin,  Houston;  James 
Holsinger,  Lexington,  Ky.;  and  the  Rev.  Larry  D.  Pickens, 
Chicago. 

Delegates  adopted  resolutions  Thursday  morning 
urging  governments  and  others  to  work  for  peace  in  the 
Phihppines,  Sierra  Leone  and  the  Congo. 

Membership  in  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
was  reaffirmed. 

General  Conference  2000  has  seen  greater  involve- 
ment of  ethnic  minorities,  both  clergy  and  lay,  than  any 
previous  meeting  of  the  church's  top  legislative  assembly, 
according  to  the  Interethnic  Strategy  Development  Group 
which  comprises  five  ethnic  caucuses  in  the  denomina- 
tion. 

Delegates  agreed  May  10  to  ask  the  U.S.  attorney 
general  to  investigate  agriculture  with  regard  to  possible 
violation  of  antitrust  legislation. 

Delegates  will  face  a  busy  Friday  if  all  the  work  is  to 
be  completed  by  the  scheduled  adjournment  time. 

— Robert  Lear 


Prayer  Concerns 

The  Asbury  family,  Annie  and  Roy  Little, 
and  PhylUs  Leeper — all  from  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference — for  healing 

DeDe  Ashikakath,  a  young  adult  from  the 
Desert  Southwest,  has  received  a  note  from 
home  that  her  father  must  have  heart  sur- 
gery next  Tuesday.  Let  us  keep  this  family  in 
our  prayers. 

Alma  Edwards,  former  General  Conference 
delegate  (Detroit  Conference),  whose  hus- 
band died  May  2. 

Marshals  Opal  and  Dennis  Gillis,  whose 
home  is  in  the  path  of  an  approaching  brush 
fire  in  New  Mexico. 

The  Baltimore-Washington  delegation 
thanks  God  for  Washington  Area  Bishop  Fel- 
ton  Edwin  May's  amazing  recovery  follow- 
ing heart-bypass  surgery  Feb.  15.  Praise  God! 

Prayers  of  thanks  to  God  for  the  wisdom  of  Lou- 
isiana Area  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  as  he  led 
delegates  through  yesterday's  difficult  sessions. 

South  Indiana  alternate  delegate  Norbert  L. 
"Bert"  Talbott,  who  is  unable  to  attend  Gen- 
eral Conference  because  of  recent  back  sur- 
gery, followed  by  serious  complications 
caused  by  infection. 

The  family  of  Hidetoshi  Tanaka,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race,  who  died  April,  28. 

Laurie  Word,  who  will  give  a  bone-marrow 
transplant  today,  and  an  unknown 
12-year-old  boy  who  will  receive  a  chance 
for  life. 


Additional  Nomination 
from  the  Council  of  Bishops 

Roland  Siegrist,  from  Austria  Provisional  Con- 
ference, was  nominated  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Rodolfo  C.  Beltran,  a  member  of  the  General  Com- 
mission on  General  Conference,  who  was  elected  to 
the  Judicial  Council. 
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Recommendation  Focuses  on  Development 
of  Communities,  Congregations,  Leaders,  Resources 


General  Conference  referred  to  the  General  Coun- 
cil on  Finance  and  Administration  a  request  for  nearly 
$1.82  million  to  address  ministry  needs  in  Asian-Ameri- 
can communities  over  the  next  four  years.  Delegates  ap- 
proved recommendations  of  the  Asian  American 
Language  Ministry  Study  that  calls  for  churchwide  efforts 
to  help  create  additional  Asian- American  congregations, 
ministries  and  fellowships. 

The  study  recommends  four  primary  areas  for  ministry: 

•  development  of  new  congregatioiw; 

•  recruitment  and  training  of  pastoral  and  lay  leader- 
ship; 

•  development  of  community  mimstries;  and 

•  development  of  language  resources  and  materials. 

"One  of  the  most  pressing  needs  for  Asian- American 
United  Methodists  is  the  recruitment  and  training  of  lan- 
guage ministers,"  according  to  the  report's  authors.  "With 
the  exception  of  the  Korean- American  United  Methodist 
community,  where  there  is  an  ample  supply  of  lan- 
guage-speaking ministers,  Asian-American  churches  are 
in  dire  need  of  ministers  who  can  speak  the  native  tongue 
of  new  immigrants." 

The  languages  needed  to  serve  new  Asian-American 
ministries  include:  Amoy/Taiwanese,  Cambodian,  Can- 
tonese, Gujarati,  Hindi,  Hmong,  Ilocano,  Japanese,  Lao- 
tian, Mandarin,  Tagalog  (Visayan),  Tamil,  Telugu,  Urdu 
and  Vietnamese. 

Another  need  is  leadership  training  for  Asian-Amer- 
ican communities.  "Many  of  the  existing  churches,"  the 
report  states,  "are  served  by  local  pastors  (who]  need  to  be 
provided  with  adequate  training  in  order  to  serve  their 
churches  and  develop  new  congregations.  Until  more  per- 
sons are  trained  for  the  ordained  ministry,  there  is  a  need 
to  .  .  .  provide  training  for  lay  persons  who  can  serve 
churches  on  a  voluntary  basis." 

Community  ministries  are  essential,  the  study  adds: 
"The  immigrant  churches  are  and  can  be  important  vehi- 
cles to  transmit  one's  . . .  cultural  heritage  to  the  following 
generations.  The  immigrant  churches  are  not  only  faith 
communities,  but  they  function  in  our  society  as  a  place 
where  meaningful  programs  and  activities  take  place." 

The  development  of  language  studies  is  another  fo- 
cus area:  "Language  materials  from  their  native  countries 
do  not  reflect  the  different  social  settings  in  the  United 
States  and  are,  consequently,  not  useful  for  congregations 
in  the  United  States.  Asian-American  churches  find  that 

they  need  to  develop  their  own  resource  materials "A 

variety  of  worship  resources  such  as  hymnals  and  litur- 
gies are  needed. 


A  major  challenge  for  supporting  the  Asian-Ameri- 
can community  is  that  with  so  many  language  groups,  de- 
veloping new  congregaHons  and  ministries  is  complex. 

A  committee  will  implement  the  study  and  recom- 
mend budget  priorities.  It  will  include: 

•  20  Asian-American  ethnic  caucus  members  (selected 
by  the  caucuses); 

•  one  staff  member  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (GBGM)  Asian-American  Ministries  Of- 
fice; 

•  one  staff  member  related  to  racial/ethnic  ministries 
from  each  United  Methodist  general  agency; 

•  one  staff  member  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Asian-American  United  Methodists;  and 

•  other  persons  as  needed  (determined  by  the  commit- 
tee). 

The  GBGM  will  provide  administrative  oversight  of 
this  program.  Annual  conferences  are  encouraged  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  development  of  these  new  ministries. 

— Kurt  Gwartney 


Concern  for  Workers  Task  Force  Continues 

Throughout  its  history.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  shown  great  concern  over  the  plight  of  work- 
ers. 

Those  efforts  will  continue  and  could  expand  after 
General  Conference  2000  approved  a  petition  to  conHnue 
the  Concern  for  Workers  Task  Force.  Administered  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the  task  force  was 
created  by  the  1996  General  Conference. 

The  task  force  sponsored  a  Global  Consultation  in 
November  1998.  That  event  brought  together  voices  from 
the  United  States  and  other  countries.  In  addition,  the 
task  force  developed  resources  for  the  church  to  use  in  its 
life  and  mission,  issued  an  annual  Labor  Day  message, 
and  created  a  United  Methodist  network  of  persons  con- 
cerned about  justice  for  working  people. 

Under  the  approved  petition,  during  the  next  four 
years  the  task  force  will: 

•  educate  the  church  about  the  integration  of  justice 
for  workers  with  the  Christian  faith  and 

•  empower  the  church  to  advocate  for  workers'  rights 
in  local  and  international  struggles. 

— Woody  Woodrick 
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Host  Committee  Fields 
Thousands  of  Volunteers 

It's  not  all  tea  and  cookies  at  General  Conference 
2000.  Just  ask  the  young  African  delegate  from  Sierra  Le- 
one who  was  laid  low  by  news  of  fighting  in  his  country. 

"I  took  the  young  man  to  a  physician,"  said  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  W.  Chalker,  chair  of  the  General  Conference 
Host  Committee.  "The  doctor — part  of  the  division  we 
created  to  offer  first  aid,  medical  advice  and  treat- 
ment— said  his  headaches  were  due  to  stress." 

Chalker  said  the  doctor  took  the  yovmg  man  to  lunch, 
hosted  him  overnight  at  his  home,  and  brought  him  to 
church  the  next  morning. 

The  first  aid  division  was  one  of  many  groups  work- 
ing to  make  General  Conference  2000  a  success.  Chalker 
listed  more  than  20  areas  headed  by  co-chairs  from  the 
47-member  host  committee. 

"But  as  well  as  we've  been  prepared,  when  you  have 
people  from  all  over  the  world,  fulfilling  their  needs  takes 
a  lot  of  effort,"  Chalker  said. 

Seven  years  of  intense  preparation  by  the  East  Ohio 
committee  yielded  a  number  of  changes. 

•  The  traditional  bishops'  reception  transformed  into  a 
party  at  the  Rock-and-Roll  Hall  of  Fame. 

•  A  new  Youth  Ministry  Division  offered  special  activ- 
ities to  youth  delegates. 

•  From  cookies  to  logo  and  beyond,  the  area  host  com- 
mittee was  involved  in  every  aspect  of  General  Con- 
ference planning. 

•  The  structure  of  the  Committee  on  General  Confer- 
ence was  changed  to  include  the  host  committee 
chair. 

•  A  con\mittee  was  formed  to  deal  writh  the  special 
needs  of  Central  Conference  delegates. 

•  Drawing  in  excess  of  2,100  people,  a  Severance  Hall 
concert  featured  performances  by  groups  from  five 
Ohio  colleges. 

Approximately  2,000  volunteers,  drawn  from 
chtirches  across  East  Ohio,  worked  to  make  this  confer- 
ence a  success.  Volimteer  Mary  Lou  Sykora  said,  "The 
United  Methodist  Church  nms  on  volunteers;  if  s  a  tradi- 
tion!" 

And  while  volimteers  provided  more  than  20  cook- 
ies per  delegate  each  day  of  the  10-day  event,  some  driv- 
ing hours  to  deliver  their  sugary  treats,  hosting  General 
Conference  2000  was  a  lot  more  than  tea  and  cookies. 

— Cathy  Farmer 


Resolutions  Add  Impact  to  Front-page  News 

On  Thursday  General  Conference  affirmed  resolu- 
tions brought  by  delegates  from  three  different  areas  of  re- 
gional conflict.  The  DCA  contained  the  text  of  each 
statement. 

The  situation  in  the  southern  Philippines  produced 
two  resolutions.  Printed  with  an  explanation  of  their  dif- 
ferences, the  body  accepted  the  more  broadly  based  one. 

Delegates  from  Sierra  Leone  brought  one  resolution. 
It  asked  national  and  international  bodies  to  help  bring 
and  enforce  peace. 

Persons  from  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo  re- 
quested U.S.  support  for  international  efforts  to  support 
peace.  If  such  do  not  succeed,  they  said  an  arms  embargo 
(and  export  embargo  on  resources  stolen  from  their  coun- 
try) should  be  imposed.  They  also  asked  for  continuing  fi- 
nancial support  from  The  Ui\ited  Methodist  Chvirch. 

Although  all  three  documents  describe  front-page 
news,  they  coi\fronted  most  delegates  with  a  new  imme- 
diacy and  importance. 

All  three  resolutions  provided  a  test  for  the  DCi4 
staff.  All  contained  regional  place  names  unfamiliar  to 
most.  One  (from  Congo)  came  in  French  with  English 
translation. 

— Bob  McClean 


Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is..JBradMotta????? 

I  am  in  a  part  of  the  convention  center  where  the 
primary  task  is  to  open  a  window  to  the  General  Con- 
ference. The  people  here  touch  every  part  of  the  globe 
with  their  work.  They  see  most  of  the  conference  but 
hear  very  little  of  it.  Their  nametag  badges  give  high  ac- 
cess to  all  activities  of  the  General  Conference.  This 
week  they  have  followed  horses,  dancers,  singers, 
sleeping  babies,  and  bishops  to  make  them  visible  to 
United  Methodists  around  the  world. 

See  photo  on  page  2286  for  the  location. 
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An  Electronic  Resource 
for  Bible  Teachers 


iTeach  Bible  Reference  Library: 
Edition  2000 
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$700  worth  of  resources  (comparable  print 
value)  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week,  for  only 
$8.00  per  month?  There  is  only  one  place: 
The  iTeach  Bible  Reference  Library.  A  one-year 
subscription  puts  at  your  fingertips  a  growing 
library  of  Bible  and  Christian  Education  materials 
that  expands  by  $350  (comparable  print  value) 
per  year.  Whether  at  work,  home,  or  on  the  road 
you  will  have  access  to  materials  from  some  of 
the  finest  scholars,  teachers,  and  preachers  in 
the  world.  When  you  subscribe  you'll  have 
instant  access  to  a  much  larger  library  than 
might  be  affordable  to  purchase  outright. 
This  resource  includes: 

•  f^ulti-volume  commentary  sets  such  as 
The  Interpreter's  Commentary  of  the  Bible 
(12  volumes)  and  The  Basic  Bible  Commentary 
Series  (32  volumes) 

•  One-volume  commentaries  such  as  I 
The  Interpreter's  Bible 

•  Bible  dictionaries  and  handbooks  such  as 
The  Interpreter's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible 

•  Adult  Bible  study  lessons-searchable  by  theme,  keyword,  or  Bible  verse 

•  Prayers  and  meditations 
iTeach  Bible  Reference  Library. 
CAO-036011.  One-year  subscription.  $96.00 

To  see  a  FREE  preview,  visit  /^\ 

www.iTeachBihiP  mm  ^^     Cok( 

See  a  demo  in  the  Cokesbury  ^mS^      ^    

booth.  Call  1-800-409-5346. 


EDITION  2000 


^^   Cokesbury 


DCA-865-00 


2282 


May  12,  2000 


Western  Jurisdiction  Loses  Representation 

As  of  mid-aftemoon  Thursday,  General  Conference 
had  taken  three  separate  actions  that  effectively  reduced 
the  number  of  votes  and  voices  to  be  heard  from  the  West- 
ern Jurisdiction. 

On  May  10,  General  Conference  passed  petition 
#30120,  #1147  in  the  DCA,  to  reduce  the  number  of  West- 
em  Jurisdiction  delegates  from  its  current  56  to  48.  The  re- 
duction holds  major  implications  for  representation  on 
general  church  boards  and  agencies. 

The  same  day.  Western  Jurisdiction  also  lost  repre- 
sentation on  the  Judicial  Council  when  the  Rev.  Jane  A. 
Tews,  Desert  Southwest  Conference,  whom  General  Con- 
ference had  elected  to  a  four-year  term  Monday,  had  to  re- 
linquish her  position.  The  Judicial  Council  ruled  that, 
immediately  upon  adoption,  the  petition  that  eliminated 
the  mandatory  retirement  age  of  70  for  Judicial  Council 
members  rendered  the  election  of  Tews  invalid.  General 
Conference  earlier  defeated  a  motion  to  mandate  repre- 
sentation by  area.  The  Western  Jurisdiction  has  not  had  a 
Judicial  Council  member  for  more  than  30  years. 

On  May  4,  the  Western  Jurisdiction — the  Califor- 
nia-Nevada Conference — in  particular,  was  affected 
when  General  Conference  voted  to  ask  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil for  a  declaratory  decision  regarding  Discipline  para- 
graphs 2616.1  and  2616.2  as  they  relate  to  the 
constitutionality  of  actions  taken  that  violate  The  Book  of 
Discipline  based  on  an  annual  conference's  conscientious 
disagreement  with  a  particular  paragraph.  It  also  asked  if 
there  are  more  fundamental  covenants  upon  which  an- 
nual conferences  can  rely  to  supercede  or  disobey  disci- 
plinary provisions. 

One  delegate  commented,  "Many  in  the  land  of  vast 
topography  and  diverse  populations  of  the  West  are  feel- 
ing disenfranchised  by  this  General  Conference." 

— Patty  Meyers 


Stewart  Puts  Her  Quality-assurance  Skills 
to  Work  at  General  Conference 

When  she  isn't 
working  for  General 
Conference,  Mollie  M. 
Stewart,  North  Alabama 
lay  delegate,  is  a  quality 
assurance  manager.  As 
chair  of  the  Commission 
on  the  General  Confer- 
ence, Mollie  arrived  be- 
fore most  delegates  to 
prepare  for  more  than 
1,700  United  Methodists 
and  guests.  While  here, 
she  is  also  a  member  of 
the  legislative  committee 
on  finance  and  adminis- 
tration. ^^^^ 

The  Commission  on  UMNS  Photo  by  John  Goodwin 

the  General  Conference 

is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  determining  the  time 
and  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  General  Conference  and 
making  arrangements  for  its  sessions.  The  members  have 
worked  since  the  1996  General  Conference  in  Denver.  The 
commission  has  worked  with  the  Cleveland  Area  and 
East  Ohio  Conference,  as  well  as  Gary  K.  Bowen,  General 
Conference  business  manager;  Sandra  Kelly  Lackore,  gen-  i 
eral  secretary.  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis- 
tration (GCFA);  Carolyn  Marshall,  General  Conference 
secretary;  and  Steve  Zekoff,  assistant  general  secretary  for 
communications,  GCFA. 

Mollie  says  she  survived  segregation.  God  is  her  i 
strength,  God  is  in  charge,  and  she  is  a  free  woman.  That  is 
how  she  is  getting  through  these  very  trying  days  of  this 
conference. 

— Patty  Meyers 


Delegates  and  other  General 
Conference  attendees  from 
northern  Europe  hail  from 
Denmark,  Estonia,  Finland, 
Nonmy,  Russia  and  Sweden. 
Included  in  the  group  are 
Northern  Europe  Area  Bishop 
Hans  Vaxby,  Eurasia  Area 
Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  and 
his  wife  Gerlinde,  and  retired 
Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  and  his 
wife  Martha. 
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Alphabet  Soup:  NYMO  Becomes  UMYO 

p  A  new  name,  structure,  and  mission  for  the  National 
Youth  Ministries  Organization  (NYMO)  gained  General 
Conference  approval.  The  organization  will  now  be  called 
the  United  Methodist  Youth  Organization  (UMYO). 

Supporters  of  the  changes  said  the  actions  reflect  the 
church's  global  nature.  The  organization  coordinates  min- 
istries with  youth,  defined  by  the  church  as  people  ages 
12-18.  A  series  of  petitions  received  consent  approval  to 
make  The  Book  of  Discipline  more  concise  and  up-to-date  in 
this  area. 

UMYO's  new  mission  is: 

•  to  make  The  United  Methodist  Church  a  community 
of  mutual  respect  and  understanding  between  youth 
and  adults,  resulting  in  ministry  where  influence 
and  worth  are  not  limited  by  age  or  experience;  and 

•  to  respond  to  God's  call  for  disciples  here  and  now. 

The  core  values  are  compassion,  advocacy,  partner- 
ship, outreach  and  leadership.  The  structure  was  changed 
to  three  units:  Steering  Committee,  Youth  Service  Fund 
(YSF)  and  Convocation.  The  General  Conference  also  ap 
proved  slight  changes  in  YSF  organization  and  project  se- 
lection. 

Two  other  key  petitions  pertaining  to  youth  were 
presented.  One  would  have  ordered  each  annual  confer- 
ence with  at  least  10  General  Conference  delegates  to  elect 
one  youth  delegate.  Results  of  another  petition  that  would 
have  required  all  General  Conference  delegations  to  have 
a  youth  delegate  were  unavailable  at  press  time. 

— Kurt  Gwartney 


Beverly  Holland,  Volunteers'  Volunteer 

Beverly  Holland  co-chairs  the  host  committee's  sec- 
retarial support  staff.  She  started  sending  letters  inviting 
people  to  work  at  General  Conference  almost  three  years 
ago  and  has  worked  to  provide  volunteers  to  the  confer- 
ence ever  since. 

This  eager  volunteer  recruited  more  than  20  assistant 
secretaries  and  20  recorders  for  legislative  committees, 
hostesses  for  the  DCA  office,  runners  to  deliver  audio 
tapes  of  plenaries,  channel  B  identifiers  and  transcribers, 
and  assistant  secretaries  for  General  Conference  secretary 
Carolyn  Marshall's  office. 

While  she  originally  had  55  applications,  some  had 
to  drop  out,  and  she  had  to  recruit  additional  helpers.  The 
people  in  her  district  are  "so  wonderful,"  Beverly  says.  It 
warms  her  heart  to  know  people  care  about  the  church. 
Her  district  people  aren't  the  only  wonderful  volunteers. 
Many  people  have  put  in  hundreds  of  hours  of  service  be- 
hind the  scenes. 

Assistant  secretaries  support  the  elected  secretary  of 
legislative  committees.  They  get  copies  and  referrals,  and 
help  with  counts  on  the  floor.  They  and  the  recorders 
work  long  hours.  Mary  Ann  Haney  was  the  coordinator 
for  the  recorders. 

Beverly  is  excited  about  serving  at  General  Confer- 
ence because  she  has  become  more  informed  about  the 
inter-connections  of  the  church.  She  is  compiling  a  disk  of 
information  for  the  next  person  who  serves  in  her  role. 
She  lives  in  University  Heights,  a  Cleveland  suburb. 
When  not  serving  at  General  Conference,  she  is  the  ad- 
ministrative assistant/bookkeeper  for  the  Cleveland  Dis- 
trict office  of  the  East  Ohio  Conference. 

-Patty  Meyers 


Resolutions  Submitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Agenda  and  Calendar 

5/9/2000 

Resolve  that  our  General  Conference  honors,  sup- 
ports and  upholds  in  our  prayers  those  men  and 
women  who  serve  in  our  armed  services  and,  in  addi- 
tion, honor  and  support  those  United  Methodist  Clergy 
who  serve  as  chaplains. 

Kurt  G.  Glassco,  Oklahoma  Conference 

— Whereas  an  inclusive  church  seeks  to  be  accessi- 
ble to  people  who  are  deaf/hard-of-hearing: 

— Let  it  be  resolved  that  the  General  Conference 
commission  beginning  in  2004  budget  for  the  full  fund- 
ing of  Professional  American  Sign  Language  Interpre- 
tation for  delegates  and  non-delegates.  This  is  to  be 
coordinated  by  theCeneralBoardof  Clob^il  Mmi>^trios. 


Announcements 


•  The  Cokesbury  Bookstore  v^U  close  today  at  1  p.m. 

•  If  you've  misplaced  any  items,  please  go  to  the  lost  and 
found  department  in  the  business  office  (223).  Items 
not  claimed  today  will  be  given  to  charity. 

•  Audio  tapes  of  the  worship  services  are  available 
at  the  Good  News  TV  booth.  These  tapes  may  be 
ordered  from  GNTV,  P.O.  Box  2637,  Macon,  GA 
31203  after  the  General  Conference  has  ad- 
journed. 

•  This  is  nurses  week  and  their  work  is  appreciated 
and  applauded  by  the  assembly. 
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Views  from  Two  Chairs 


I'm  serving  as  a  marshal  at  General  Conference. 
Getting  around  the  convention  center  is  often  a  chore  as 
we  track  down  committees  and  subcommittees,  district 
meetings  and  the  like.  Relegated  to  a  wheelchair  because 
of  knee  surgery,  I  didn't  expect  my  job  to  be  easy.  How- 
ever, I  didn't  expect  to  need  athletic  training! 

When  I  arrived  at  the  center,  no  one  seemed  to  know 
where  the  elevators  were  located.  (The  signs  weren't 
posted  until  Tuesday  night.)  Hearers  of  my  questions 
seemed  befuddled  as  to  why  I  couldn't  ride  the  escalators. 

I  finally  made  it  to  the  marshals'  training  session, 
only  to  find  the  group  about  to  tour  the  convention  center. 
I  raced  from  elevator  to  elevator,  trying  to  keep  up,  but 
sometimes  I  felt  as  if  I  was  playing  hide-and-seek! 

Over  the  following  days  I  experienced  door  sills  that 
needed  a  running  start  to  get  over  them  and  doorways 
where  my  knuckles  were  scraped  as  I  went  through.  I  had 
numerous  near-misses  as  people  stepped  in  front  of  me 
without  even  seeing  me,  and  able-bodied  delegates 
rushed  past  me  to  snatch  taxicabs  without  giving  me  a 
second  thought. 

I  pondered  this  situation,  knowing  I  was  a  fairly 
healthy  human  being  except  for  my  knee  surgery.  If  I 
were  experiencing  these  difficulties,  what  were  others  ex- 
periencing? How  can  we  say  we  are  an  inclusive  church  if 
it  is  this  much  of  a  struggle  just  to  get  around  and  find  and 
use  basic  necessities?  (Restrooms  with  wheelchair-acces- 
sible stalls  are  only  on  the  lowest  and  highest  floors,  and 
often  non-wheelchair-using  people  occupy  those  stalls.) 
In  addition,  going  down  the  ramp  to  the  basement  is  steep 
enough  to  give  a  person  heart  failure. 

When  I  thought  the  situation  could  get  no  worse,  the 
small  elevator  that  goes  between  the  taxi  ramp  and  the 
display  halls  kept  shutting  off,  and  I  got  a  chance  to  ride 
the  escalators — once  sitting  in  my  wheelchair  and  once 
standing  on  one  leg.  I  pray,  God,  Pittsburgh  will  be  better. 

— Kathy  Haley,  marshal,  Rocky  Mountain  Conference 


All  in  the  Family 

Stephen  M.  Yoost,  a  student  at  the  College  of 
William  and  Mary,  was  the  first  lay  delegate  elected 
in  East  Ohio.  His  father.  Dr.  Charles  D.  Yoost,  is  a 
clergy  delegate  from  the  same  conference.  In  1996, 
Stephen's  brother  Tim,  a  college  junior,  was  a  dele- 
gate along  with  his  dad. 

Mississippi  delegates — Stephen  L.  McAlilly 
and  the  Rev.  William  T.  McAlilly  (reserve) — are 
brothers. 


It  is  with  a  heavy  and  disillusioned  heart  that  I  return 
home  from  my  first  visit  to  General  Conference.  I  use  a 
wheelchair,  and  I  believed  my  delegation  had  prepared 
me  for  the  lack  of  facilities  for  persons  with  disabilities  at 
the  meeting  site  in  Cleveland.  However,  I  could  not  have 
imagined  the  overwhelmingly  hostile  atmosphere  that 
seemed  to  prevail,  discouraging  persons  with  disabilities 
from  participating  fully  and  independently  in  the  work  of 
the  conference. 

On  Sunday,  at  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  worship  service,  I  was  blessed  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  truly  spirit-filled  liturgical  dance.  Our  dance 
visualized  denial,  questioning  exploration  and  then 
showing  the  wonderment  of  acceptance  of  the  whole  per- 
son by  seeing  beyond  the  wheelchair.  All  who  attended 
were  moved  and  changed. 

Yet,  as  I  moved  through  the  convention  center,  the 
absence  of  accommodations  for  those  with  special  needs 
was  troubling  and  disheartening.  I  have  always  been 
proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist,  in  part,  because  we  have 
always  stood  on  the  foundation  of  caring  for  all  of  God's 
creatures:  "We  Who  Are  Many  Are  One  Body." 

After  an  arduous  and  complex  travel  route  to  the  floor 
of  the  assembly,  however,  I  was  directed  to  sit  in  the  segre- 
gated gallery  for  "the  disabled,"  in  the  back  of  the  audito- 
rium. I  heard  an  amendment  to  include  language 
concerning  those  with  disabilities,  in  a  resolution,  perhaps 
defeated  because  delegates  believed  this  group  of  people 
and  their  needs  were  already  recognized  and  addressed. 
If,  indeed,  our  needs  are  recognized,  why  was  such  an  inor- 
dinately inaccessible  facility  selected  for  the  site  of  the  2(XX} 
General  Conference?  Were  people  with  disabilities  con- 
sulted in  order  to  address  potential  problems?  Have  we  no 
gifts  to  offer  The  United  Methodist  Church?  Or  are  we  too 
unimportant  to  merit  consideration? 

I  believe  everyone  will  face  a  disabihty — either  tem- 
porary or  permanent — during  his  or  her  lifetime!  Where 
is  the  mechanism  within  our  structure  to  focus  or  advo-i 
cate  for  this  under-represented  and  unrecognized  part  ofi 
the  body  of  Christ?  Is  it  funding?  Is  it  not  politically  cor- 
rect? I  was  told  there  were  not  enough  interpreters  for 
deaf  delegates  and  visitors  because  there  was  not  enough 
money!  Yet,  everywhere  I  went,  I  saw  little  expense  had 
been  spared  for  such  things  as  receptions,  concerts  and 
other  amenities. 

Some  may  contend  that  these  issues  are  not  impor- 
tant in  the  overall  scheme  of  things.  Some  may  believe 
delegates  must  focus  on  more  important  and  vital  matters 
that  include  the  body  as  a  whole.  Yet,  are  we,  as  Chris-jj 
tians,  not  bound  to  the  principle  that  "We  Who  Are  Man> 
Are  One  Body?  Have  we  as  United  Methodists  lost  or  sti 
fled  our  heritage  of  love  and  caring  for  all?  If  so,  what  dc 
we  really  stand  for  and  is  that  where  we  want  to  be? 

— Pat  Moreland,  Iowa  Conferetta, 
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Teem  with  Life  and  Be  Filled  with  Joy!' 

"Oh,  God,  this  sea  is  very  big  and  my  boat  is  very 
smaU!" 

Echoing  the  words  of  St.  Brendan  the  Naviga- 
tor— the  Irish  saint  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  a  small 
boat  made  of  cowhide  and  wattle — the  Most  Rev.  and 
Right  Honorable  George  L.  Carey,  103"*  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  called  for  greater  unity  between  Anglicans 
and  United  Methodists. 

The  view  from  the  edge  of  the  21"  century,  according 
to  Carey,  reveals  a  world  where  old  certainties  have  been 
displaced  and  corporate  rehgion  has  little  impact,  but 
people  still  yearn  to  know  God's  truth. 

The  senior  bishop  of  the  70  million-member  Church 
of  England  said,  "We  must  transcend  the  concern  for  sur- 
vival of  the  church  and  focus  our  concern  upon  the  king- 
;   dom  of  God  and  its  centrality  to  church  and  society." 
Carey  called  on  United  Methodists  and  Anglicans  to  work 
together  in  evangelism,  ministries  with  young  people,  so- 
:  dal  concerns,  and  theological  exploration.  He  said,  how- 
:  ever,  a  "theology  of  unity"  does  not  mean  uniformity  and 
sameness.  The  vision  of  one  great  organization  with  uni- 
formity of  belief,  worshiping  in  the  same  way,  is  "unach- 
ievable," he  said. 

Nor  is  it  necessary,  Carey  contends.  "I  particularly 
dislike  it  when  one  part  of  the  family  feels  they  know  the 
truth  and  no  one  else  does,"  he  said  to  applause. 

To  be  recognizably  "one  church"  in  the  eyes  of  the 
I  world,  the  archbishop  said  it  would  be  necessary  to  "af- 
i  firm  that  our  churches  are  apostohc  churches — standing 
I  in  continuity  with  apostolic  faith  and  faithful  to  the  gos- 
I  pel." 

"It  is  my  strong  hof)e,"  he  said,  "that  over  the  next 

.  few  years,  a  sohd  foundation  for  unity  between  our 

churches  will  develop  into  a  visible  unity  achieved  by 

measurable  stages.  That  is  the  only  responsible  course  of 

action." 

We  must  be  about  the  business  of  building  a  graceful, 

,  generous,   merciful   church   that  conforms  ever  more 

deeply  to  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  Carey  said.    "So 

come,"  he  invited.   "Make  our  vibrant  church  teem  with 

j  life  and  be  filled  with  joy!" 

— Cathy  Farmer 


Correction  to  'All  in  the  Family^  (Page  2201) 

Yesterday's  "All  in  the  Family"  vignette  about 
two  descendants  of  James  Brown  incorrectly  stated 
that  he  established  what  is  now  known  as  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church,  Sharptown,  Md.,  in  1948.  It  should 
have  read  1848.  TTie  DC  A  regrets  the  error. 


Anybody  Listenin'?... 

Committee  -  Wednesday  afternoon; 

Committee  Female  membership     Female  particip^ 

Faith  &  Order  33%  44% 

(racial  ethnic  persons  made  13%  of  the  comments; 
clergy  made  53%of  the  comments) 

Plenary  -  Wednesday  afternoon;  On  docket 
items  of  GC  representation,  judicial  council  election 
question,  apportionment  formula  and  other  items...  all 
nukes  were  used,  and  participation  equaled  gender 
parity  (females  are  32%  of  the  total  body  and  made  30% 
of  speeches).  Once  again  a  majority  of  comments  were 
made  by  Anglo  speakers,  and  a  majority  of  these  were 
made  by  clergy  males  from  1  -2  jurisdictions. 

Plenary  -  Wednesday  evening;  On  issues  of 
local  church,  discipleship,  Ind.  Comm.  And  GCFA,  etc., 
females  were  32%  of  the  G.C.  but  made  20%  of  the 
speeches.    We  observed  continuing  difficulty  for  those 
in  the  rear  of  the  floor  to  get  recognition.  We  also  noted 
that  female  delegates  will  wave  their  cards  to  get 
attention,  while  it  appears  that  male  delegates  may  be 
more  likely  to  shout  to  the  presiding  officer  for 
recognition.  This  pattern  is  identical  to  that  experienced 
by  classroom  teachers  with  some  children  waiting  to  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  speak,  and  others  "taking"  the 
opportunity  to  speak. 

Plenary  -  Thursday  morning;  In  discussion  of 
issues  of  homosexuality  (par.  65,  moratorium  motion, 
etc.),  females  are  32%  of  the  floor  and  made  24%  of  the 
speeches.  Male  clergy  made  54%  of  the  comments  from 
the  floor,  and  racial  ethnic  persons'  comments  increased 
to  27%. 

Regardless  of  our  individual  perspectives  as  observers, 
we  all  recognize  with  appreciation  Bishop  Solomon's 
effective  leadership/presiding  style,  and  the  graceful 
way  he  created  a  climate  of  respect.  His  pace  and 
manner  had  a  noticeable  effect  to  encourage  hospitality 
in  the  body  during  an  important  session. 

The  Witness;  A  principle  of  inclusiveness  is  that 
until  our  bias  and  prejudice  are  raised  to  a  conscious 
level,  we  are  unable  to  change  our  behaviors  and  their 
impact  on  others.  In  this  way,  the  witness  during  the 
session  was  a  peaceful  way  to  raise  to  active 
consciousness  that  those  about  whom  we  legislate  are 
indeed  real  and  present  with  us,  even  as  we  legislate. 
While  the  motion  failed  to  work  together  in  a 
discernment  process,  we  encourage  the  Church  and  our 
local  congregations  to  use  the  resolution  "Being  Church 
Amid  Disagreement"  as  a  possible  resource  (approved 
by  this  General  Conference). 

Information  provUrd  by  the  GtnemI  Commisiion  on  the 
Status  and  Rote  of  Women  'i  Monitoring  Team 
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Cookie  Jeopardy 

What  ad  slogan  reminds  you  of  cookies? 

"Nothing  says  lovin'  like  something  from  the  oven!" 

What  Scripture  do  cookies  and  cookie-eaters  illustrate? 
"Look  how  they  love  one  another." 

What  exceeds  the  number  of  delegates? 

The  number  of  chocolate  chips  in  General  Conference 

cookies 


Q:  What  exceeds  the  number  of  chocolate  chips? 
A:  The  number  of  pages  in  the  DCA 

Q:  Late  at  night,  cookie-filled  delegates  resemble  what 

line  in  the  Statue  of  Liberty  inscription? 
A:  "Huddled  masses  yearning  to  breathe  free" 


Q:  What  do  delegates  want  while  eating  cookies? 
A:  Grace  and  peace 

Q:  How  does  cookie  distribution  comply  with  special  di- 
etary needs? 
A:  A  table  of  sugar-free  cookies 

Q:  How  are  cookies  like  delegates? 

A:  They  are  a  diverse  group  gathered  under  a  common 
name. 

Q:  How  are  cookies  like  God's  love? 
A:  The  supply  is  infinite. 

Q:  How  does  a  cookie  table  resemble  a  church? 
A:  All  are  welcome. 

— Ida  B.  Powell,  Virginia  Conference  delegate 


i 


Where  in  the  Convention  Center 
Is  . . .  Brad  Motta? 

Looking  over  the  shoulders  of  the 
United  Methodist  News  Service  photog- 
raphers is  not  easy  because  they  rarely 
sit  still.  Paul  Jeffrey,  Mike  DuBose,  and 
John  Goodwin  provide  the  photographs 
that  go  around  the  world  to  tell  the  story 
of  General  Conference.  From  the  whim- 
sical to  the  serious,  from  a  worship  ex- 
perience to  a  protest,  the  photographers 
open  a  window  that  allows  access  to  the 
happenings  of  the  conference.  Their 
photographs  travel  the  Internet  and  are 
used  by  church  and  secular  press.  The 
photographers  rely  on  their  staff  to 
make  photos  available  to  everyone  who 
needs  them. 

Pictured  here  are:  volunteer 
Konnie  Wenneman  and  staff  Jackie 
Vaughan  and  Sheri  Alford. 

Photo  by  Ginnie  and  Dewayne  Lowther 
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Judicial  Council  Decision 


TTiis  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 


MEMORANDUM  NO.  889 

IN  RE:  Request  from  the  General  Conference  for  a 
Declaratory  Decision  as  to  Whether  a  Vote  Taken  by 
General  Conference  on  a  Legislative  Petition  is  Valid  if 
Only  a  Portion  of  That  Petition  Has  Been  Printed  in  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate  Advanced  Edition  and  in  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

On  May  10, 2000  at  a  plenary  session,  a  General  Con- 
ference member  moved: 

to  request  a  declaratory  decision  from  the 
Judicial  Council  as  to  whether  a  vote  taken  by 
the  General  Conference  is  valid  if  only  a  portion 
of  the  petition  is  made  available  to  the  dele- 
gates. 

Specifically  the  portion  of  Petition  31 789  re: 
1  2602,  indicating  that  the  action  would  take  ef- 
fect immediately,  was  not  made  available  to  the 
delegates  of  the  Conference. 

Fewer  than  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Conference  present  and  voting,  but  greater  than  one-fifth 
of  those  members,  voted  in  favor  of  the  request  and  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Judicial  Council  pursuant  to  1 
2609.1  which  reads: 

The  Judicial  Council  shall  determine  the 
constitutionality  of  any  act  of  the  General  Con- 
ference upon  an  appeal  by  a  majority  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  or  one  fifth  of  the  members 
of  the  General  Conference. 


A  request  for  oral  argument  was  denied  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  Judicial  Council  does  not  have  jurisdiction. 

John  G.  Corry  recused  himself  and  did  not  take  part 
in  any  of  the  proceedings  related  to  this  decision. 

DIGEST 

Requests  for  declaratory  decisions  which  do  not  deal 
with  constitutional  issues  require  an  affirmative  vote 
from  a  majority  of  the  General  Conference  members  pres- 
ent and  voting.  In  this  matter,  there  were  fewer  than  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  who  voted  affirmatively  for  referral 
and,  therefore,  the  Judicial  Council  does  not  have  jurisdic- 
tion. 

May  11,  2000 

This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 

This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 

DECISION  NO.  890 

IN  RE:  Request  from  2000  General  Conference  for  a 
Declaratory  Decision  on  the  Constitutionality  of  Peti- 
tion #31143-DI-273-D  as  Amended  by  a  Legislative 
Committee  for  Consideration  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence Relating  to  Certified  Lay  Assistant 

DIGEST 

Under  Par.  52  of  the  Constitution,  a  bishop  has  no  au- 
thority to  appoint  lay  persons  to  charges;  therefore.  Peti- 
tion #31143-DI-273-D  as  amended  by  a  legislative 
committee  for  consideration  by  the  General  Conference 
would  be  unconstitutional  if  adopted. 


The  Judicial  Council  does  not  have  jurisdiction  in 
this  matter. 

Par.  2609.1  deals  specifically  with  a  request  for  a  de- 
termination of  constitutionality,  and  as  such,  provides  for 
referral  to  the  Judicial  Council  with  less  than  a  majority  af- 
firmative vote  for  requests  from  the  General  Conference. 

In  the  instant  matter,  the  request  was  for  a  declara- 
tory decision,  and,  with  no  constitutional  question  at  is- 
sue, the  request  comes  under  1  2616.  Although  that 
paragraph  could  be  more  clearly  written  as  to  the  affirma- 
tive vote  required  for  referral,  there  is  no  reference  to  less 
than  a  majority  affirmative  vote  for  a  request  for  a  declara- 
tory decision. 

In  this  matter,  a  majority  of  the  General  Conference 
members  did  not  vote  for  referral.  The  Judicial  Council 
does  not  have  jurisdiction. 


STATEMENT  OF  FACTS 

On  May  10, 2000,  the  General  Conference  requested  a 
declaratory  decision  on  the  constitutionality  of  Petition  # 
311143-01-273  regarding  duties,  expectations,  and  pro- 
cess for  certification  of  lay  assistants.  If  adopted,  this  peti- 
tion would  add  a  new  paragraph  after  1  272  and  would 
amend  11  273,  629.7(d)  and  661  of  the  1996  Discipline. 

The  intent  of  the  proposed  legislation  is  to  create  a 
certified  lay  assistant  category  of  ministry  to  churches  of 
small  membership  ". . .  associated  with  the  lay  preacher  of 
early  Methodism  ..." 

An  oral  hearing  was  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  on  May 
11,  2000.  Arnold  Rhodes,  Alec  Alvord,  Jean  Edmister, 
James  Waugh,  Jeffrey  E.  Greenway  and  Ed  Kail  spoke  in 
support  of  constitutionality.  Joy  fiiarrett.  Bob  Kohler  and 
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Margaret  Knight  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  petition. 

Jurisdiction 

The  Judicial  Council  has  jurisdiction  under  Par.  2609 
of  the  1996  Discipline. 

Analysis  and  Rationale 

The  subject  legislation  proposed  is  similar  to  the  1992 
Discipline  paragraphs  declared  unconstitutional  in  Deci- 
sion 693.  That  decision  stated  that  1  282  of  the  1992  Disci- 
pline created  a  new  order  of  clergy  to  be  called  "lay 
preachers"  who  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  district  su- 
perintendent. The  Judicial  Council  declared  f  282  uncon- 
stitutional in  that  it  violated  11  17  and  57  of  the  1992 
Discipline  (Par.  17  and  52  of  the  1996  Discipline). 

The  newly  proposed  legislation  referenced  above 
fails  to  meet  the  constitutional  test  in  that  it  proposes  to 
grant  to  the  bishop  the  power  to  assign  a  lay  person  to  a 
charge.  Par.  52  of  the  Constitution  is  clear  in  its  language: 


Article  X. — The  bishops  shall  appoint,  after 
consultation  with  the  district  superintendents, 
minister?  to  the  charges;  and  they  shall  have 
such  responsibilities  and  authorities  as  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  shall  prescribe. 

Under  this  constitutional  paragraph  a  bishop  has  the 
authority  to  appoint  only  ministers  to  charges. 

Decision 

Under  Par.  52  of  the  Constitution,  a  bishop  has  no  au- 
thority to  appoint  lay  persons  to  charges;  therefore.  Peti- 
tion #31143-DI-273-D  as  amended  by  a  legislative 
committee  for  consideration  by  the  General  Conference 
would  be  unconstitutional  if  adopted. 

May  11,  2000 

This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 


Faith  &  Values  Media  BringsYDt] 
tlie  Best  in  TV  ProgpaifflftiDi^ 
for  the  Spirit  DnJdy^^NMoii 


Faith  &  Valuer  Media,  a  savice  of  the 
National  Interfaith  Cable  Coalition,  Inc.  (NlCC). 
Im  lots  of  great  programs  for  United  Methodists. 

Have  ijou  seen  this  onel... 


\ 


Faces  on  Faith 

Intimate  conversations  about  age-old  questions  of  belief  and  meaning  with  noted  guests,  including  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu,  Bernie  Siegel,  Rabbi  Harold  Kushner  and  Madeleine  L'Engle.  Produced  bv  United  Methodist 

Communications  and  Trinity  Television.  Wednesdays  at  3:D0  a.m.  and  tD:DD  a.m.  ET/PT 

Watch  this  and  other  programs  for  i/oh  and  your  family  on  Odyssey  Mwork,  Television  for  Today's  Family. 

Faith  &Values 


ODYSSEYM 

A  HENSON  &  HAIIMARK  E.NTEI«rAINMFNT  NtTVlXJUK 

TELEVISION  FOR  TODAY'S  FAAAILY." 

www.oclysseychannel.com 
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Revised  Summary  of  Recommendations,  2001-2004 

4  times 
Comparable 
ToUl,  2000  Percent 

£jUld  2001  2002  2002  2004  2fl01i200i      Apportionment    Qhinit 

World  Service  $68,829,000    $69,133,000    $69,375,000    $71,052,000    $278,389,000    $257,999,333         7.9% 

Percent  Change  6.7%  0.4%  0.4%  2.4% 

Ministerial  Education  28,001,000        28,001,000        28,281,000        28.847,000       113,130,000         109,768,000         3.1% 

Percent  Change  2.0%  0.0%  1.0%  2.0% 

Black  College  11,170,000         11,170,000         11,281,000         11,507,000        45,128,000  43,520,000         3.7% 

Percent  Change  2.7%  0.0%  1.0%  2.0% 

Afnca  University  2.500,000  2,500,000  2,525,000  2,575,000         10,100,000  9,696,000         4.2% 

Percent  Change  3.1%  0.0%  1.0%  2.0% 

Episcopal  16.000,000         16,000,000         16,450,000         16,955.000        65,405.000  63,832,000         2.5% 

Percent  Change  0.3%  0.0%  2.8%  3.1% 

General  Administration  5.558,000  5,827,000  6,161,000  6.569,000         24,115,000  21.364.874       12.9% 

Percent  Change  4.1%  4.8%  5.7%  6.6% 

interdenominational  2,199,000  2,130,000  2,232,000  2,163,000  8,724,000  8,376,000         4.2% 

Cooperation  5.0%  -3.1%  4.8%  -3.1% 

Percent  Change 

TOTALS  $134,257,000    $134,761,000    $136,305,000    $139,668,000     $544,991,000    $  514,556,207         5.9% 

Percent  Change  4.4%  0.4%  1.1%  2.5% 
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Revised  Report  No.  1 

WORLD  SERVICE  FUND  BUDGET 

Quadrennial  2001-2004 


Fixed  Charges 

Interpretation  Resources 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
Total  Fixed  Charges 
On-Ratio: 

Program  Agencies 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 

Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young  People 
United  Methodist  Youth  Organization 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministr 
HANA  Scholarships 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 

Interreligious  Concerns 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 

Minority  Group  Self  Determination 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 

Role  of  Women 
General  Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men 
Total  Program  Agencies 


2000 

Line  Item 

Comparisons 

$  375,000 

1,845,000 


Other  Ministries 

General  Council  on  Ministries  (1 )  $ 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church 

Joint  Training  Event 
United  Methodist  Communications 

Igniting  Ministries 
Pension  and  Salary  Aid 
Iglesia  Metodista  de  Puerto  Rico  Block  Grant 
Project  Equality 

National  United  Meth.  Native  American  Center 
Contingency  Reserve 
Total  Other  Ministries  S 


2001 

$      386,000 
1,612,000 


2002 

386,000 
1,744,000 


2003 

386,000 
1,905,000 


2004 

386,000 

2,086,000 


$       2,220,000     $   1,998,000     $  2,130,000     $  2,291,000     $  2,472,000 


2,485,000 

$  1,977,500 

$  1,977,500 

$  1,977,500 

$  2,017,500 

6,881,000 

6,950,000 

6,950,000 

6,975,000 

7,175,000 

698,000 

763,000 

786,000 

789,000 

166,000 

185,000 

185,000 

185,000 

195,000 

27,393,000 

26,235,000 

26,235,000 

26,235,000 

26,640,000 

5,335,000 

4,877,500 

4,927,500 

4,927,500 

5,177,500 

543,000 

550,000 

550,000 

550,000 

550,000 

975,000 

1,235,000 

1,235,000 

1,235,000 

1,245,000 

871,000 

1,469,500 

1,469,500 

1,469,500 

1,541,500 

1,135,000 

862,500 

862,500 

862,500 

862,500 

607,000 

700,000 

700,000 

700,000 

700,000 

297,000 

300,000 

300,000 

300,000 

300,000 

$      46,688,000     $46,040,000     $46,155,000     $46,203,000     $47,193,000 


1,864,000 

$  1,990,000 

$  1,990,000 

$  2,025,000 

$  2,095,000 

478,000 

523,000 

538,000 

541,000 

235,000 

267,000 

11,175,000 

11,175,000 

11,175,000 

11,287,000 

11,512,000 

0 

4,885,000 

4,876,000 

4,864,000 

4,851,000 

1,840,000 

1,501,000 

1,622,000 

1,604,000 

1,658,000 

300,000 

200,000 

100,000 

0 

37,000 

37,000 

37,000 

38,000 

38,000 

0 

125,000 

125,000 

125,000 

125,000 

305,000 

300,000 

300,000 

300,000 

300,000 

15,456,000     $20,791,000     $20,848,000     $20,881,000     $21,387,000 


Total  On-Ratio 


$      62,144,000     $66,831,000     $67,003,000     $67,084,000     $68,580,000 


Grand  Total 


$      64,364,000     $68,829,000     $69,133,000     $69,375,000     $71,052,000 


(1)  In  2000  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  apportionment's  are  $978,000  from  prior  claim  and  $886,000  from  on-ratio. 
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Revised  Report  No.  6 

General  Administration  Fund  Budget 

Quadrennial  2001  -2004 


2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

Fixed  Charges 

Interpretation  Resources 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15.000 

Total  Fixed  Charges 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

On-Ratio 

General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  (1) 

2,415,000 

3,118,000 

3.375,000 

3,687,000 

4,038,000 

Pay  Equity  (4) 

75,000 

75,000 

75,000 

75.000 

Total 

2,415,000 

3,193,000 

3,450,000 

3,762,000 

4,113.000 

General  Commission  on  Archives  &  Histoiy 

787,000 

798,000 

810,000 

821,000 

832,000 

Historic  Shrines,  Landmarks,  and  Sites 

31,000 

31,000 

31,000 

32,000 

32,000 

General  Conference  (2) 

843,000 

1,210,000 

1,210.000 

1,220,000 

1,234,000 

Additional  Interpreters 

145,000 

145,000 

145,000 

145,000 

Change  in  Formula  for  Determining  Delegate 

Allocation 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

Total 

843,000 

1,370,000 

1,370,000 

1,380,000 

1,394,000 

Judicial  Council  (3) 

62,000 

76.000 

76,000 

76.000 

108,000 

Contingency  Reserve 

125,000 

75,000 

75,000 

75.000 

75.000 

Total  On-Ratio  (5)  4,263,000         5,543,000         5,812,000         6,146,000         6.554,000 

Grand  Total  4,278,000         5,558,000         5,827,000         6,161,000         6,569,000 


(1)  Fixed  administrative  charges  previously  charged  to  the  Ministerial  Education,  Black  College,  and  Africa  University 
Funds  have  been  transferred  to  the  on-ratio  portion  of  the  General  Administration  Fund  budget  for  2001-2004. 

(2)  The  1997-2000  allocations  for  General  Conference  expenses  were  supplemented  by  reserve  funds  accumulated  in 
previous  quadrennia.  Those  reserve  funds  have  been  exhausted,  and  the  2001-2004  allocation  has  been  increased  to  cover 
anticipated  costs  of  the  2004  General  Conference. 

(3)  The  Judicial  Council  budget  for  2001-2004  has  increased  significantly  over  the  1997-2000  budget.  The  2001-2004 
request  approximates  what  is  projected  to  be  expended  for  the  1997-2000  quadrennium.  General  Administration 
Contingency  Funds  have  been  used  to  cover  budget  shortfalls  during  the  1997-2000  and  previous  quadrennia. 

(4)  The  Pay  Equity  Analysis  will  also  be  funded  through  additional  fixed  charges  received  by  GCFA  through  the  World 
Service  Fund. 

(5)  Two  allocations  previously  included  in  the  General  Administration  Fund  budget  have  been  moved  to  other  fiinds  for 
the  2001-2004  quadrennia.  The  World  Methodist  Council,  with  a  2000  budget  allocation  of  $385,000,  is  now  included  in 
the  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund,  and  the  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization,  vifith  a  2000  budget  allocation 
of  SI  66,000,  is  now  included  in  the  World  Service  Fund 


2292 May  12,  2000 


445,000 

485,000 

485,000 

500,000 

500,000 

42,000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Revised  Report  No.  7 

Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund  Budget 

Quadrennial  2001-2004 

2000  2001  2002  2003  2004 

Fixed  Charges: 

Interpretation  Resources  $     51,000  46,000  48,000  49,000  50,000 

General  Council  on 
Finance  and 
Administration  42,000  50,000  55,000  59,000  65,000 

Total  Fixed  Charges  93,000  96,000  103,000  108,000  115,000 

On-Ratio: 

National  Councils  of 

Churches/  Regional 

Ecumenical  Organizations  817,000  700,000  700,000  675,000  675,000 

World  Council  of 

Churches/  International 

Ecumerucal  Organizations 
Special  Ecumenical  Needs' 
Christian  World 
Communions/  Methodist 
Unity: 

World  Methodist  Counctf  385,000  485,000  485,000  500,000  500,000 

Pan-Methodist 

Commissions'  0  30,000  31,000  31,000  32,000 

Ecumerucal/  Multilateral 

Conversations  47,000  70,000  72,000  73,000  74,000 

Ecumenical  Representative 

Travel^ 
Contingency  Reserve 
Total  On-Ratio 
Grand  Total 

'  The  1997-2000  special  ecumerucal  needs  line  item  provided  funds  for  the  World  Council  of  Churches  assembly 
meeting.  This  funding  is  included  in  the  international  ecumenical  organizations  line  for  2001-2004. 

'  The  World  Methodist  Council  budget  was  included  in  the  General  Administration  Fund  from  1997-2000. 

'  Pan-Methodist  Conimission  costs  were  funded  from  the  Contingency  Reserve  during  1997-2000. 

*  Funds  for  travel  by  designated  UMC  representatives  to  the  World  Methodist  Council  Executive  Committee 
meetings  have  been  included  for  2001-2004,  along  with  travel  costs  to  regional  ecumenical  organization  meetings 
for  Central  Conference  representatives. 

Note:  Actions  of  the  2000  General  Conference  reflecting  recent  changes  to  the  structure  of  the  Pan  Methodist 
Commissions  will  be  reflected  as  editorial  changes  in  the  text  of  this  report  in  GCFA's  Financial  Commitment 
Book. 


135,000 

265,000 

180,000 

270,000 

185,000 

85,000 

68,000 

74,000 

75,000 

82,000 

1,956,000 

2,103,000 

2,027,000 

2,124,000 

2,048,000 

$2,049,000 

2,199,000 

2,130,000 

2,232,000 

2,163,000 
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Revised  Report  No.  14 
GENERAL  COUNCIL  ON  FINANCE  AND  ADMINISTRATION  BUDGET 


Petition  Number  30713-FA-NonDis-$:GCFA 


The  2000  operating  budget  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  is  $5,831,000.  Projected 
budgets,  dollar,  and  percentage  changes 
from  previous  years  are: 


Dollar 

% 

Increase  or 

Increase  or 

Budget 

(Decrease) 

(Decrease) 

$5,377,000 

($454,000) 

(7.79%) 

$5,775,000 

$398,000 

7.40% 

$6,292,000 

$517,000 

8.95% 

$6,808,000 

$516,000 

8.20% 

$24,252,000 

2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 

Total 


These  projections  conform  to  the  typical 
pattern  of  the  Councirs  quadrennial  budgets 
with  the  largest  increase  needed  in  the  year 
in  which  a  General  Conference  is  held  and  a 
decrease  falling  in  the  first  year  of  a  new 
quadrennium.  Using  the  year  2000  budget 
as  a  base  ($5,831,000)  the  projected 
quadrennial  total  of  $24,252,000  equals  to  a 
4.0%  increase  over  the  prior  quadrennium. 
GCFA  has  implemented  a  number  of 
significant  programs,  some  of  which  were 
started  in  the  1997  -  2000  quadrennium  and 
will  continue  into  the  2001  -  2004 
quadrennium.  These  programs  include: 

•  adding  the  Internal  Audit  department 

•  purchase  and  implementation  of  a  new 
accounting  software  package  for  eleven 
of  the  13  general  agencies 


•     development  of  new  software  for  collection 

and  distribution  of  the  church's  statistics  in 

a    variety    of    media,     and     adding    an 

ecumenical     finance     officer     to     assist 

GCCUIC     in     the     fulfillment     of    their 

responsibilities       for       monitoring       the 

denomination's     support     of    ecumenical 

agencies. 

The  Internal  Audit  function  will  be  expanding 

during  the  2001  -  2004  quadrennium  to  meet 

the  requirements  established  by  the  Audit  and 

Review  Committee  and  the  expectations  of  the 

Church.        The     1996    General     Conference 

mandated  that  GCFA  add  the  Internal  Audit 

function  with  no  additional  funding. 

The  Council  receives  income  from  an  on- 
ratio  allocation  in  the  General  Administration 
Fund,  earnings  on  invested  fionds.  and  as 
needed,  charges  against  certain  other  fiinds  for 
which  the  Council  provides  significant 
administrative  services.  No  administrative 
charges  are  imposed  against  receipts  for 
General  Advance  Special  Gifts  or  World 
Service  Special  Gifts.  For  the  2001  -  2004 
quadrennium.  no  GCFA  administrative  charges 
are  proposed  for  the  Afinca  University,  Black 
College,  and  Ministerial  Education  Funds.  The 
on-ratio  allocation  in  the  General 
Administration  Fund  is  therefore  larger  than  in 
previous  quadrennia.  GCFA  administrative 
charges  to  the  other  general  funds  are  allocated 
based  on  each  ftind's  receipts  as  a  percentage 
of  the  total  receipts  of  the  other  general  funds 
against  which  such  charges  are  imposed.  The 
projected  income  from  each  source  is  shown  in 
the  table  on  the  following  page. 
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Revised  Report  No.  14  -  Continued 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  Budget 

Quadrennial  2001-2004 


Investment  Earnings  and 

Miscellaneous  Income 
Estimated  On-Ratio  Allocation  from  the 

General  Administration  Fund 
Estimated  Administrative  Charges 
to  other  General  Funds 
World  Service  Fund 
Episcopal  Fund 

Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund 
Justice,  Love,  and  Mercy  Sunday  ( 1 ) 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  Sunday 
World  Communion  Sunday  (I) 
Native  American  Ministry  Sunday  (1) 
Youth  Service  Fund 

Total  Proposed  Budget 


2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

454,000 

451,000 

453,000 

452,000 

2,730,000 

2,950,000 

3,217,000 

3,517,000 

1,612,000 

1,744,000 

1,905,000 

2,086,000 

376.000 

407,000 

444,000 

487,000 

50,000 

55.000 

59,000 

65,000 

20.000 

22,000 

24,000 

27,000 

82,000 

89,000 

97,000 

106.000 

43.000 

46,000 

50,000 

55,000 

7.000 

8,000 

9,000 

9,000 

3,000 

3,000 

4,000 

4,000 

5,377,000 

5,775,000 

6,262,000 

6,808,000 

(I)  In  recommendations  to  the  2000  General  Conference.  Human  Relations  Sunday  and  Peace  with  Justice  causes  are 
combined  and  renamed  to  Justice.  Love  and  Mercy  Sunday,  World  Communion  Sunday  is  combined  with  United 
Methodist  Student  Sunday,  and  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday  becomes  Native  American  Ministry  Sunday. 
Estimated  administrative  charges  to  Special  Sunday  Offerings  may  be  revised  within  the  total  proposed  to  reflect  final 
General  Conference  action  on  the  recommendations. 
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Report  No.l7 
RESPONSE  TO  REFERRALS  FROM  THE  2000  GENERAL 

CONFERENCE 


The  2000  General  Conference  has  adopted  many 
legislative  committee  repwrts  which  call  for  funding 
of  projects,  programs  and  initiatives  which  were  not 
included  in  the  general  apportioned  funds  budgets 
initially  presented  by  the  General  Council  on 
Firumce  and  Administration  in  its  reports  in  the 
Advanced  DC  A.  GCFA  has  felt  a  need  to  develop 
a  process  that  would  allow  its  council  members,  and 
through  them  the  General  Conference  delegates,  to 
have  a  uniform  presentation  of  information  in 
support  of  these  unbudgeted  items.  A  set  of 
guidelines  was  established  by  GCFA  last  year  to 
gather  extensive,  standardized  background 
information  on  these  items  for  consideration  at  this 
General  Conference.  In  the  event  that  any  of  these 
projects,  programs  or  initiatives  was  voted  by  the 
General  Cor\ference  and  referred  to  GCFA,  this 
information  would  provide  a  common  basis  for 
consideration  and  inclusion  in  this  report. 

In  preparing  this  report,  GCFA  has  been  guided 
by  its  understanding  of  the  intent  of  prior  General 
Conferences,  as  embodied  in  The  1996  Book  Of 
Discipline,  as  well  as  the  information  from  chemges 
passed  by  this  General  Conference.  Our 
understanding  is  that  the  General  Cor\ference 
desires,  wherever  reasonably  possible,  to  have  these 
projects,  progran\s  and  initiatives  be  part  of  the 
work  of  one  or  more  of  the  general  agencies.  By 
including  them  within  the  general  agencies,  we 
reduce  the  possibility  of  admirmtrative  duplication, 
provide  for  better  integration  of  these  new  ideas 
into  the  ongoing  work  of  the  agencies,  and  allow  for 
oversight  emd  review  of  the  use  of  these  funds 
within  the  established  policies  and  procedures  of 
the  Discipline. 

The  19%  Book  Of  Discipline  gives  GCFA  explicit 
authority  to  review  and  recommend  amounts 
administered  by  the  general  agencies  in  the 
apportioned  general  funds  (|  806.)  The  General 
Conference  is  the  only  body  that  has  the  authority 
to  approve  the  inclusion  of  additional  items  that  are 
not  part  of  one  of  these  general  agency  budgets,  or 
other  apportioned  funds.  (See  |701.2.  in  its 
definition  of  general  agencies  where  it  states:  "Not 
included  are  such  commissions  and  committees  as 
are  created  by  the  General  Conference  to  fulfill  a 
special     function     within     the     ensuing 


quadrermium,...). 

The  procedure  as  it  has  been  implemented  over 
the  pcist  several  quadrennia  has  proved  unwieldy 
and  unsatisfactory  in  practice.  GCFA  is  put  in  the 
position  of  having  to  modify  a  carefully  crafted  total 
budget  in  a  short  period  of  time  to  incorporate  an 
ever-increasing  number  of  prograii\s,  projects  and 
initiatives  presented  at  General  Conference.  This 
year's  total  value  of  these  proposals  was  $70  million, 
over  13  %  of  the  total  of  all  the  apportioned  funds. 
GCFA  asks  that  adoption  of  this  report  serve  as 
confirmation  from  this  General  Conference  that  all 
programs,  projects  and  initiatives  that  are  being 
recommended  for  continuation  beyond  the  current 
quadrermium  shall  be  included  within  the  budgets 
of  the  general  agencies  which  have  provided 
support,  funding,  and  encouragement  during  the 
current  quadrennium.  The  evaluation  and  review  of 
these  programs,  projects,  and  initiatives  will  be 
conducted  within  the  Disciplinary  requirements  for 
the  development  of  the  World  Service  Fund  budget. 
This  will  permit  an  orderly,  thorough  review  of 
these  projects  in  the  context  of  the  program  budgets 
of  the  general  agencies,  hopefully  reducing  the 
number  of  referrals  during  the  weeks  of  General 
Cor\ference. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  makes  the  following 
recommendations  in  resporwe  to  those  referrals  for 
which  funding  recommendations  were  requested  by 
the  General  Conference. 

1.  Extend  Provisions  for  Relationship  with  Iglesia 
Metodista  de  Puerto  Rico.  (Calendar  No.  162,  page 
1848;  Petition  #  30866-GM-NonDis-0$,  Advance 
DCA,  page  882).  During  the  1993-1996 
quadrennium  the  Iglesia  Metodista  de  Puerto  Rico 
received  a  $1,000,000  block  grant  to  support  their 
move  to  autonomy.  The  same  amount  was 
approved  for  the  1997  -  2000  quadrennium  as  a 
block  grant.  The  2000  General  Conference  has 
extended  provisions  for  one  additional 
quadrennium  (2001  -  2004)  governing  the 
relationship  between  the  Iglesia  Metodista  de 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
adopted  by  the  1992  General  Conference.  The 
legislative  committee  concurred  with  the  petition. 
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and  their  report  was  adopted  by  General 
Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  8,  2000. 
GCFA  recommends  that  funding  for  this 
proposal  be  allocated  as  shown  in  the  revised 
Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service  Fund.  Since  the 
initial  agreement  was  for  funding  for  two 
quadrennia,  with  subsequent  self-sufficiency, 
funding  would  be  phased  out  over  the  2001-2004 
quadrennium.  The  recommended  annual 
allocations  are  $300,000  (2001),  $200,000  (2002),  and 
$100,000  (2003).  GCFA  understands  that,  in 
addition,  the  Iglesia  Metodista  de  Puerto  Rico  still 
has  access  to  funding  from  some  general  agencies. 

2.  Continue  Initiative  on  Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  for  the  21st  Century  (Calendar  No  611,  page 
1990;  Petition  #  31928-GJ-NonDis-0$,  Advance 
DCA,  page  1346).  The  petition  requested  funding  in 
the  amount  of  $2,301,600  for  the  2001-2004 
quadrennium,  with  reporting  and  admiiiistrative 
accountability  to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 
The  legislative  committee  concurred  with  the 
petition,  and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May 
9,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  funding  in  the  amount  of 
$2,080,000  be  allocated  as  shown  in  the  revised 
Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service  Fund,  an 
increase  of  $770,000  over  the  1997-2000 
quadrennium. 

3.  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry  (Calendar 
No  627,  page  1992;  Petition  #  30867-GM-NonDis-0$, 
Advance  DCA,  page  888).  The  petition  requested 
funding  in  the  amount  of  $3,200,000  for  the 
2001-2004  quadrennium.  The  legislative  committee 
concurred  with  the  petition,  and  their  report  was 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  and  referred  to 
GCFA  on  May  9,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $50,000  be  allocated  to 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  $110,000 
to  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education,  and 
$630,000  to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
as  shown  in  the  revised  Report  No.  1  on  the  World 
Service  Fund.  Those  amounts  are  in  addition  to 
the  following  amounts  previously  included  in  the 
agency  budget  lines  in  Report  No.  1  in  the 
Advance  DCA:  $375,000  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  $1,660,000  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  $375,000  from  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Total 
funding  for  this  proposal  would  be  $3,200,000. 


4.  Continuation  of  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan  (Calendar  No  628,  page  1992; 
Petition  #  30869-GM-NonDis-0$,  Advance  DCA, 
page  895).  The  petition  requested  funding  in  the 
amount  of  $1,200,000  for  the  2001-2004 
quadrennium.  The  legislative  committee  concurred 
with  the  petition,  and  their  report  was  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on 
May  9,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $65,000  be  allocated  to 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  line  in  the 
revised  Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service  Fund. 
That  amount  is  in  addition  to  the  $1,075,000 
already  included  in  the  Report  No.  1  in  the 
Advance  DCA. 

5.  Asian  American  Language  Ministry  Study 
(Calendar  No  625,  page  1992;  PeHtion  # 
30863-GM-NonDis-0$,  Advance  DCA,  page  876). 
The  petition  requested  funding  in  the  amount  of 
$1,820,000  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium.  The 
legislative  committee  concurred  with  the  petition, 
and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  9,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $1,638,000  be  allocated 
to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  line  in 
the  revised  Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service 
Fund. 

6.  Advancing  Korean  American  Ministries 
(Calendar  No  624,  page  1991;  Petition  # 
30868-GM-NonDis-0$,  Advance  DCA,  page  888). 
The  petition  requested  funding  in  the  amount  of 
$3,205,000  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium.  The 
legislative  committee  concurred  with  the  petition, 
and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  9,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $2,885,000  be  allocated 
to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  line  in  the 
revised  Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service  Fund. 

7.  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young  People 
(Calendar  No  612,  page  1990;  Petition  # 
31929-GJ-NonDis-0$,  Advance  DCA,  page  1350). 
The  petition  requested  funding  in  the  amount  of 
$3,373,282  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium  be 
allocated  directly  to  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  for  the  operation  of  the  initiative.  The 
legislative  committee  concurred  with  the  petition, 
and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  9,  2000. 
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GCFA  recommends  that  $3,036,000  be  allocated 
to  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  the  revised 
Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service  Fund. 

8.  Communities  of  Shalom  (Calendar  No.  159, 
page  1848;  Petition  #  30864-GM-NonDis-0$, 
Advance  DCA,  page  878).  The  petition  requested 
funding  in  the  amount  of  $1,216,000  for  the 
2001-2004  quadrennium.  The  legislative  committee 
recommended  concurrence  with  the  petition  and 
their  report  was  adopted  by  the  General  Conference 
and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  8,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $295,000  be  allocated  to 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  line  in  the 
revised  Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service  Fund. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  $800,000  included  for  this 
program  in  the  GBGM  line  in  the  World  Service 
Fund  in  the  Advance  DCA. 

9.  Comprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult 
Ministries  (Calendar  No  605,  page  1990;  Petition  # 
31966-DI-NonDis-0$,  Advance  DCA,  page  1686). 
The  petition  requested  funding  in  the  amount  of 
$500,000  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium  through 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The  legislative 
committee  concurred  with  the  petition,  and  their 
report  was  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  and 
referred  to  GCFA  on  May  10,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $450,000  be  allocated  to 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  line  in  the 
revised  Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service  Fund. 

10.  Program  on  Substance  Abuse  and  Related 
Violence.  (Calendar  No  163,  page  1848;  Petition  # 
30862-GM-NonDis-0$,  Advance  DCA,  page  875). 
The  petition  requested  fiuiding  in  the  amount  of 
$3,352,000  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium.  The 
legislative  committee  recommended  concurrence 
with  the  petition  and  their  rep)ort  was  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on 
May  8,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $1,332,000  be  allocated 
to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  line  in 
the  revised  Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service 
Fund.  This  is  in  addition  to  $1,836,000  already 
included  for  this  program  in  the  GBGM  budget 
line  in  the  World  Service  Fund  in  the  Advance 
DCA. 

11.  National  Committee  on  Deaf  Ministry. 
(Calendar  No  629,  page  1993;  Petition  # 
30865-GM-NonDis-0$,  Advance  DCA,  page  880). 
The  petition  requested  funding  in  the  amount  of 


$333,000  for  the  2001-2004  quadrennium.  The 
legislative  committee  concurred  with  the  petition, 
and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  9,  2000. 
GCFA  recommends  that  $100,000  be  allocated  to 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  shown 
in  the  revised  Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service 
Fund,  an  increase  of  $49,000  over  the  amount 
budgeted  in  the  1997-2000  quadrennium. 

12.  Theological  Education  in  Europe.  (Calendar 
No  638,  page  1994;  Petition  #  30595-HE-NonDis-A$, 
Advance  DCA,  page  1024).  The  petition  requested 
funding  in  the  amount  of  $4,000,000  for  the 
2001-2004  quadrermium.  The  legislative  committee 
concurred  with  the  petition,  and  their  report  was 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  and  referred  to 
GCFA  on  May  9,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $1,000,000  be  allocated 
to  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
Ministries  as  shown  in  the  revised  Report  No.  1  on 
the  World  Service  Fund.  This  is  in  addition  to  the 
$2,000,000  included  for  this  program  in  the 
GBHEM  budget  line  in  the  World  Service  Fund  in 
Report  No.  1  in  the  Advance  DCA- 

13.  Recycling  and  Use  of  Recycled  Products. 
(Calendar  No  150,  page  1847;  Petition  # 
30506-CS-R102-U,  Advance  DCA,  page  111).  The 
petition  requested  that  the  General  Conference 
direct  all  United  Methodist  general  agencies  to  use 
recycled  and  "processed  chlorine  free"  paper,  and 
participate  in  recycling  programs  within  four  years. 
The  legislative  committee  concurred  with  the 
petition,  and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May 
9,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  efforts  in  this  regard 
continue  to  be  pursued,  where  economically 
feasible,  and  without  a  specific  timeline.  UM 
publishing  entities  indicate  that  they  have  been 
pursuing  use  of  "processed  chlorine  free"  paper  on 
a  voluntary  basis  in  recent  years.  However,  supply 
is  irregular,  vendors  are  few,  and,  consequently, 
prices  are  not  competitive  at  this  time.  UM 
publishers  should  collaborate  in  a  study  of  ways  to 
facilitate  progress  toward  the  goal  of  "processed 
chlorine  free"  paper,  and  report  on  progress  to  the 
2004  General  Conference. 

14.  Igniting  Ministry  Media  Campaign  (Calendar 
No.  76,  page  1840;  Petition  #30473-lC-NonDis-0!, 
Advance  EXZA  page  1395)  The  petition  requested 


2298 


May  12,  2000 


funding  in  the  amount  of  $20,000,000  (in  actual 
receipts)  be  included  in  the  general  funds  budgets 
for  the  next  quadrennium.  The  Legislative 
Committee  concurred  with  a  minor  amendment  not 
affecting  the  amount  requested.  The  report  was 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  and  referred  to 
GCFA  on  May  10,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  funding  of  $20,000,000 
be  provided  as  shown  in  the  revised  Report  No.  1 
on  the  World  Service  Fund  as  a  sub-line  titled 
Other  Ministries,  United  Methodist 
Communications,  Igniting  Ministries. 

15.  National  UM  Native  American  Center 
(Calendar  No.  1379,  page  2158;  Petition 
#31394-GJ-NonDis-0!,  Advance  DCA  page  603). 
The  petition  requested  funding  in  the  amount  of 
$957,480  be  included  in  the  general  funds  budgets 
for  the  next  quadrennium.  Of  this  amount,  $244,000 
was  from  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  $160,000  from  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  was  identified  as  funding 
included  in  their  budget.  An  additional  $553,480  of 
funding  was  requested  beyond  these  sources.  The 
Legislative  Committee  concurred  with  the  petition, 
and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  10,  2000. 
GCFA  recommends  that  funding  of  $500,000  be 
provided  as  shown  in  the  revised  Report  No.  1  on 
the  World  Service  Fund  as  a  sub-line  titled  Other 
Ministries,  National  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Center, 

16.  Translation  For  2004  General  Conference 
(Proceedings  of  the  2000  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  pages  1911-1916)  On 
Thursday  morning.  May  4,  2000,  the  General 
Conference  debated  extensively  the  matter  of 
providing  translators  for  the  Legislative  Committee 
of  the  General  Conference.  The  Commission  on  the 
General  Conference  and  the  GCFA  Executive 
Committee  met  immediately  following  adjountment 
of  the  morning  session  to  begin  implementation.  In 
order  to  implement  the  action  of  the  General 
Conference,  the  Commission  of  the  General 
Conference  requested  an  additional  $580,000  in 
funding  in  the  budget  during  the  2001-2004 
quadrennium. 

GCFA  recommends  that  an  additional  $580,000 
be  added  to  the  General  Conference  line  item  as 
shown  in  the  General  Administration  Fund  budget 
in  the  revised  Report  No.  6. 


17.  Change  Number  Formula  for  General 
Conference  Delegates  To  Restore  Fairness  and 
Balance.  (Calendar  No.  1147,  page  2088;  Petition 
#30120-CO-502.3-D,  Advance  DCA,  page  168)  The 
petition  changes  the  numbers  of  clergy  and  lay 
members  used  in  determining  the  allocation  of 
delegates  to  the  annual  conferences.  The  legislative 
committee  concurred  with  this  petition,  and  their 
report  was  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  and 
referred  to  GCFA. 

GCFA  recommends  that  $60,000  be  added  to  the 
General  Conference  line  item  in  the  General 
Administration  Fund  budget  in  revised  Report 
No.  6. 

18.  Pay  Equity  In  The  General  Agencies  Of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  {Calendar  No.  1168,  page 
2090;  Petition  #30711-FA-NonDisc-$;  GCFA; 
Advance  DCA,  page  352)  The  petition  recommends 
that  GCFA  conduct  a  pay  equity  analysis  for  all 
positions  within  the  general  agencies.  Prior  to 
analysis,  five  system  changes  are  recommended  for 
implementation  by  the  agencies.  Funding  for 
implementation  of  this  petition  was  recommended 
at  $880,000.  The  Legislative  Conunittee  concurred 
with  this  petition,  and  their  report  was  adopted  by 
General  Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May 
10,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  funding  of  up  to 
$800,000  be  provided  for  the  implementation  of  the 
Pay  Equity  recommendation.  An  amount  of 
$300,000  has  been  added  to  the  General 
Administration  Fund  budget  in  revised  Report  No. 
6  and  the  remaining  $500,000  will  come  from 
GCFA's  on-ratio  allocations. 

19.  Make  Africa  University  A  Priority.  (Calendar 
No.  634,  page  1993;  Petition  #30256-HE-NonDis-0$, 
Advance  DCA  page  1021)  The  petition  requested 
$20,000,000  be  apportioned  in  the  2001-2004 
quadrennium  to  benefit  Africa  University.  The 
Legislative  Committee  concurred  with  the  petition, 
and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  9,2000. 
GCFA  observes  that  the  "prior  claims"  deduction  for 
administiative  services  by  GCFA  has  been  removed 
from  the  Africa  University  fund  in  the  next 
quadrennium. 

GCFA  recommends  that  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  continue  to  seek 
funding  as  a  World  Service  Special  Gift  under 
provisions  of  |  813  of  the  Book  of  Discipline,  with 
a  goal  of  $10,000,000,  for  the  quadrennium  to  be 
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used  for  permanent  endowment  funds  for  the 
University.  GCFA's  Report  No.  4  on  the  Africa 
University  fund  includes  funding  in  the  amount  of 
$10,100,000  in  that  fund's  recommended  budget. 
(Advance  DCA  page  333) 

GCFA  recommends  that  funding  for  the  Africa 
University  fund  be  in  the  amount  of  $10,100,000  as 
recommended  in  its  Report  No.  4. 

20.  Increase  Commission  Membership  by  14:  WSF 
Supplement  Funds  Raised  by  the  Commission. 
(Calendar  No.  1206,  page  2094;  Petition 
#30286-IC-2303-0$,  Advance  DCA,  page  1096).  The 
petition  requested  an  undetermined  amount  of 
funding  from  the  World  Service  Fund.  The 
Legislative  Committee  amended  the  petition  to 
increase  membership  by  two  additional  members. 
The  legislative  committee  concurred  with  this 
petition,  and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference  and  referred  to  GCFA. 

GCFA  determined  this  amended  petition  require 
funding  of  $64,000  and  recommends  that  this 
amount  be  provided  from  funds  already 
provided  in  revised  World  Service  Fund  Report 


No.l. 

21.  At  the  time  that  this  report  was  prepared,  the 
General  Conference  had  not  yet  acted  on  several 
calendar  items  with  financial  implications.  Thus, 
the  following  pending  calendar  items  are  not 
included  in  this  report 

Cal.  916,  page  2068  (Pet.  30097) 
Russian  Seminary  and  Church  Growth 

Cal  1351,  page  2154  (Pet.  31279) 

Evangelical   Missionary  Conference   in   Western 

Jurisdiction 

Cal.  1196,  page  2093  (Pet.30870) 
Restorative  Justice  Ministries 

DCA  page  2118 

Translation  and  Printing  of  Advance  DCA  for  2004 

Annual  Conference. 
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Sermon  by  Bishop  Joel  Martinez, 

Resident  Bishop,  Nebraska  Area 

Boundary  Crossing  Ministry 

Text:  Ephesians  2:11-22 

May  11,  2000 


Thanks  be  to  God.  I  am  the  archbishop  of 
Nebraska.  (Applause-laughter)  There  is  no  other  bishop 
there  so  I  can  call  myself  that. 

But  you'll  notice  as  you  look  at  my  colleagues  up 
on  the  platform  that  all  the  clergy  shirts  are  gone. 
They're  at  the  laundry.  There's  a  song  by  Willie  Nel- 
son, "Sunday  Morning  Coming  Down,"  has  a  line  in  it 
that  some  of  you  know  and  probably  have  experienced 
this  week.  If  not  yet,  maybe  tomorrow,  where  he  says, 
"sometimes  you  go  and  find  the  cleanest  dirty  shirt  to 
put  on."  So  I'm  wearing  my  shirt  again  today. 

I  praise  God,  I  thank  God,  for  the  privilege  of  being 
a  part  of  the  worship  service  this  morning  and  thank  all 
of  you  who  have  been  promising  to  pray  and  hold  me 
up  to  God  in  prayer  for  this  hour. 

Buenos  dias. 

Buenos  dias. 

Good  morning. 

Good  morning. 

Bon  dia. 

Bon  dia. 

Anyo  haseyo. 

Anyo  haseyo. 

Guten  morgen 

Guten  morgen. 

Abari  asebui. 

Abari  asebui. 

Ina  kuana. 

Ina  kuana. 

Holy  tee  chuk  mu. 

Holy  tee  chuk  mu. 

Dubroi  dutro. 

Dubroi  dutro. 

The  morning  greeting  was  spoken  in  Spanish  and 
English,  Portuguese  and  Korean,  German  and  Swahili, 
Choctaw  and  Russia.  With  varying  degrees  of  ade- 
quacy in  pronunciation,  to  be  sure.  But  think  for  a  mo- 
ment with  me  this  morning,  about  the  lands  and  the 
people,  the  cultures  and  the  histories  represented  by 
the  persons  who  speak  those  languages  among  us  this 
week.  Have  you  caught  yourself  this  week  in  legisla- 
tive committee  or  in  the  hallways  or  here  on  the  floor 
using  the  word  "we?"  Who  is  we?  Some  of  our  speak- 
ers from  time  to  time  have  made  references,  in  the 


course  of  the  week,  that  presupposed  that  we  are  a  U.S. 
church  rather  than  who  we  are — a  global  community 
of  faith  with  nearly  global  representation  but  certainly 
a  commitment  to  global  mission  and  a  vision  of  all  of 
God's  people  as  we  seek  to  be  faithful  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Dr.  Justo  Gonzilez  reminds  us  in  one  of  his  books 
that,  while  it  is  true  that  the  nations  need  the  gospel,  it 
is  also  true  that  the  gospel  needs  the  nations.  Gonzalez 
makes  the  point  that  the  fullness,  the  catholicity  of  the 
gospel  is  made  manifest  only  as  it  is  expressed  and 
shared  by  all  of  God's  people,  in  all  of  God's  cultures 
throughout  the  earth. 

Charles  Wesley,  one  of  those  who  taught  us  to  sing 
and  challenged  us  to  sing  God's  grace,  longed  to  have 
many  tongues  to  sing  the  great  Redeemer's  praise.  So 
he  wrote,  "Oh  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing  my  great 
Redeemer's  praise,  the  glories  of  my  God  and  King,  the 
triumphs  of  his  grace!"  No  hymn  of  the  Wesleyan 
movement  summarizes  better  the  joyful,  grateful  spirit 
which  inspires  boundary-crossing  ministry,  border 
transcending  mission,  among  United  Methodists  to 
this  very  day.  And  it  is  as  we  have  been  faithful  to  the 
great  commission  and  its  re-statement  in  the  18*  cen- 
tury by  John  Wesley,  "the  world  is  my  parish,"  that  we 
have  been  blessed  by  the  singing  of  the  theme  of  grace 
in  more  and  more  languages  throughout  the  world.  Dr. 
Gonzalez'  assertion  that  the  gospel  in  the  nations, 
about  the  gospel  and  the  nations,  echoes  the  earliest 
struggles  in  the  church  and  it's  reflected  in  its  primary 
document  such  as  the  letter  to  the  Ephesians. 

Ephesians  is  in  some  ways  is  one  of  the  earliest 
commentaries  about  the  theology  in  the  church.  We 
might  see  it  as  a  summary  of  Pauline  theology  dating  to 
that  last  decade  of  the  first  century.  The  particular 
reading  from  chapter  2  this  morning,  which  was 
shared  with  you — there  are  two  important  affirma- 
tions that  are  at  the  center  of  the  early  church's  strug- 
gle. First,  you  do  not  have  to  become  a  Jew  to  become  a 
Christian  because  something  so  new  and  radical  is 
happening  in  Jesus  Christ  that  the  previous  categories 
and  barriers  no  longer  define  the  future.  But  also,  that 
you,  the  church,  we  together,  are  nothing  less  than  the 
dwelling,  the  living  temple  of  God's  presence  in  the 
world. 

Earlier  in  the  letter  in  Ephesians,  especially  the  first 
chapter,  the  emphasis  is  on  the  individual  and  the 
cosmic  dimensions  of  Christ's  mission,  but  now,  in  the 
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second  chapter,  the  focus  is  on  the  social  community.  It 
centers  on  the  community  called  church  and  on  its 
mission  and  ministry  to  the  nations,  to  Gentiles.  It  uses 
social-political  categories  like  citizens  and  aliens  and 
strangers  and  commonwealth  and  members  of  the 
household.  But,  more  importantly,  it  underscores  the 
theme  of  covenant  as  the  underlying  central  idea, 
which  explains  Israel  and  explains  us.  Ephesians' 
theology  of  the  power  of  Christ  that  unites  all  things  in 
heaven  and  on  the  earth  is  a  theology  of  grace, 
unbounded  grace,  universal  grace  that  reaches  the 
whole  cosmos  that  is  at  work  everywhere,  everywhere. 

Beginning  with  chapter  two,  the  grace  of  God  in  Je- 
sus Christ  is  described  by  the  writer  to  the  Ephesians 
with  the  power  to  unite,  to  bring  together  people  in 
community,  both  Jew  and  Gentile,  because  both  Jew 
and  Gentile,  both  slave  and  free,  both  women  and 
men — in  all  the  categories  you  can  imagine — all 
needed  Jesus  Christ  equally.  Both  Jew  and  Gentile 
have  been  blessed  by  the  same  Spirit.  And,  the  writer 
says,  those  near  and  those  distant  from  the  tradition  of 
Abraham  and  Moses  and  Sarah  and  Miriam  have  been 
reconciled,  brought  together  in  one  body,  the  body  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  theme  of  General  Conference  this  year  has 
been  "We  Who  Are  Many  Are  One  Body."  My  col- 
leagues previous  to  this  morning  have  been  lifting  up 
the  call  to  unity  among  us.  They  have  reminded  us  that 
while  we  celebrate  our  diversity,  we  are  called  to  af- 
firm our  unity  in  Jesus  Christ.  They  have  urged  us  not 
to  despair  in  our  differences  but  to  embrace  them  and 
grow  stronger  and  more  unified,  not  by  insisting  on 
uniformity,  but  through  the  offering  of  our  diverse 
gifts  to  the  service  of  the  one  Lord  who  has  gifted  us 
through  the  one  Spirit  and  marked  us  through  the  one 
baptism.  Our  diverse  gifts  do  enhance  and  enrich  and 
deepen  our  understanding — but  also  our  practice — of 
the  gospel.  They  do  not  diminish  it  or  threaten  it,  my 
sisters  and  brothers.  Is  there  any  person  from  whom 
you  have  nothing  to  learn?  Is  there  any  person  from 
whom  you  have  no  gift  to  receive?  Any  group?  Any  na- 
tion? Any  race?  Any  culture? 

Dr.  James  Cone  has  written  and  spoken  eloquently 
about  the  struggles  of  African- American  people.  He 
has  offered  powerful  theological  insights  from  the 
re-reading  of  the  gospel  from  the  Black  experience. 
Nearly  15  years  ago  he  wrote  of  the  challenge  facing 
people  of  color  in  coming  to  the  table  of  trust  and  dia- 
logue, and  I  quote:  "In  our  efforts  to  accent  our  particu- 
larities, we  must  be  careful  not  to  limit  God  to  them  or 
to  remain  enclosed  in  them  ourselves"  (James  H.  Cone, 
For  My  People,  NY;  Orbis,  1984). 

Cone  reminds  us  that  asserting  our  unique 
giftedness  should  not  blind  us  to  the  variety  of  God's 
gifts  in  others,  especially  in  those  most  victimized  by 
racism  and  exclusion.  We  are  not  whole  without  the 
gifts  of  all! 


Let  me  put  it  another  way:  Does  Mother  Teresa  of 
Calcutta  belong  only  to  the  European  culture  where 
she  was  bom  or  the  Roman  Catholic  tradition  where 
she  was  nurtured?  Does  she  not  belong  to  all  of  us?  Do 
not  many  of  you  here  claim  her  as  your  spiritual  guide? 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  does  he  speak  only  to  the  Afri- 
can-American people  and  out  of  the  Black  Baptist  tra- 
dition? Does  he  not  teach  us  all?  Does  he  not  belong  to 
the  whole  of  God's  people?  Oscar  Romero,  does  he  be- 
long to  the  Central  American  people  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  tradition?  Of  course!  He's  rooted  there,  but  he 
also  belongs  to  the  whole  Christian  family.  Why  do  we 
claim  people  like  those  and  others,  who  are  very  differ- 
ent from  us  in  experience  and  race  and  location?  Is  it 
only  because  they  cross  political  borders  or  because 
they  travel  widely  or  wrote  many  books?  Not  really. 
They  spent  most  of  their  ministry  in  particular  settings, 
addressing  specific  challenges  in  the  places  where  they 
were  set.  But  it  was  rather  the  depth  of  their  love  and 
the  breadth  of  their  vision  that  broke  through  the  lan- 
guage and  the  culture  and  the  racial  barriers  and  draws 
us  to  them  as  brothers  and  sisters  whom  we  love  and 
respect  and  learn  from.  It  was  their  faithfulness  in  the 
place  where  they  were  set  to  the  baptismal  cove- 
nant— the  one  baptism — that  made  them  bound- 
ary-crossing saints  in  ministry  way  beyond  their  time 
and  space.  If  baptism  is  our  commissioning  into  mis- 
sion, then  it  is  by  imphcation  the  globalizing  sacra- 
ment. It  makes  us  sister  and  brother  to  the  whole 
family  of  God.  You  see,  there  are  local  gatherings  of 
Christians,  but  no  local  Christians.  Teresa,  and  Martin, 
and  Oscar — all  understood  and  lived  this  out  in  their 
life.  They  showed  us  the  way  to  larger  worlds;  their 
lives  challenged  us  out  of  isolation  into  encounters  be- 
yond the  walls  and  barriers  that  seem  sometimes  so 
impenetrable  and  so  limiting. 

Over  the  last  five  years  1  have  worked  to  support 
Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin  American  and  the  Carib- 
bean. This  is  an  initiative  to  join  hands  with  our  broth- 
ers and  sisters  in  the  Latin  American  church  in  seizing 
mission  opportunities  for  witnessing  to  Jesus  Christ 
from  the  Mexican  border  to  Tierra  del  Fuego,  from 
Chile  to  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean.  I  have  sought  to 
raise  funding,  and  I've  tried  to  be  present  and  tried  to 
be  encouraging  of  the  initiative.  But  what  have  I  re- 
ceived? Part  of  the  gifts  shared  with  me-among  many 
gifts-one:  the  recurring  stories  of  the  faithful  and  cou- 
rageous witness  of  the  church  when  dictatorships  of 
the  right  or  the  left  have  sought  to  silence  the  voices  of 
those  who  defend  human  rights.  The  church  of  the 
Methodist  family  in  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean 
has  refused  to  be  silent  and  has  risked  its  life  for  the 
poor  and  the  Indian  and  the  Black  and  the  street  chil- 
dren and  the  nobodies  of  that  continent,  and  we  need 
to  love  and  appreciate  that  church. 

What  gifts  of  God,  not  in  dollars,  but  in  grace  or 
hours,  when  we  dare  to  venture  beyond  the  boundary! 
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Joan  Puis,  in  her  book  Every  Bush  Is  Burning,  re- 
flects insightfully  about  her  own  personal  experience 
of  boundary-crossing  when  she  writes,  and  I  quote. 
Those  who  love  cross  boundaries  and  histories,  heri- 
tages and  careers.  We  live  limited  lives  until  we  cross 
over  into  the  concrete  world  of  another  country,  an- 
other culture,  another  tradition  of  worship.  History  co- 
mes alive  and  what  is  foreign  becomes  familiar. 
Understanding  and  appreciation  grow.  I  have  left  for- 
ever a  small  world  to  live  with  the  tensions  and  tender 
mercies  of  God's  larger  family." 

Is  not  this  what  conferencing  in  Cleveland  this 
week  and  last  has  been  about?  Have  we  not  been  expe- 
riencing both  the  tender  mercies  and  the  tensions  of 
Cod's  large  and  diverse  family? 

The  tender  assurance  that  we're  in  one  another's 
prayers? 

The  tension  of  multiple  and  competing  visions  for 
a  global  church? 

The  mercy  of  an  affectionate  handshake  and  hug 
by  new  friends  from  distant  places? 

The  tensions  of  principled  debate  where  discern- 
ment does  not  always  lead  to  consensus  but  to  voting 
<ind  to  perceived  winners  and  perceived  losers? 

The  mercy  of  the  hopeful  enthusiasm  of  youth  who 
see  visions  and  the  reassuring  witness  of  elders  who 
have  dreamed  dreams  and  are  still  dreaming  them 
among  us? 

We  are  God's  family,  called  to  encounter,  invited 
beyond  the  familiar  and  the  known  to  participate 
fullv — as  Ephesians  would  express  it — as  citizens,  no 
longer  as  aliens;  as  members  of  the  one  covenant  fam- 
ily, no  longer  as  strangers. 

Ephesians  further  affirms  in  that  second  chapter 
that  all  social/political/racial/cultural  categories  are 
relativized  forever  by  the  category  of  covenant.  Cove- 
nant. Implications  for  us?  Skin  color  and  racial  cate- 
gory do  not  diminish  or  enhance  our  sacred  worth. 
God's  creative  act  does.  Green  cards  and  visas  and 
passports  do  not  confer  or  deny  human  dignity.  God 
dt)es  that.  Neither  does  gender;  neither  does  sexual  ori- 
entation, nor  physically  or  mentally  challenging  condi- 
tions. Folks,  brothers  and  sisters.  United  Methodists 
from  around  the  world,  we  are  part  of  one  diaspora, 
Driginating  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  if  you  will,  or  origi- 
nating in  Southern  Africa  from  one  single  female.  As 
vou  will,  we  are  one  family.  Una,  una  familia. 

The  gospel  calls  us  to  large  commitments.  It  chal- 
lenges every  small  attachment  by  enlarging  the  bound- 
ary  of  our  community  until  it  includes  every  single  one 
of  God's  children.  I  am  here  today  because  somebody, 
somebody,  loved  the  promises  of  the  gospwl  more  than 
their  secure  and  comfortable  circumstances.  Some- 
body had  to  cross  a  boundary  in  history  to  reach  my 
maternal  grandmother  in  northern  Mexico  in  the  late 


1870s.  The  family  embraced  the  gospel  preached  by  the 
Methodists.  She  was  baptized  and  by  and  by  immi- 
grated to  the  United  States  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 
She  would  later  marry  into  the  Roman  Catholic  tradi- 
tion of  her  husband,  baptize  all  her  children  in  that  tra- 
dition, and  live  the  life  of  a  sharecropper's  wife  in 
south  central  Texas.  But  she  returned  to  the  Methodist 
fold  of  her  childhood  three  years  before  her  death,  just 
in  time  for  my  mother— one  of  her  two  children  who 
joined  her,  at  La  Trinidad,  Iglesia  Metodista  en  Seguin,  in 
membership.  And  two  years  later  the  baptismal  waters 
were  sprinkled  over  me  as  she  had  received  so  many 
years  before,  across  the  border  and  beyond  the  bound- 
ary. 

My  grandmother  was  bom  poor.  She  was  an  immi- 
grant in  a  land  dominated  by  another  culture,  another 
language,  and  different  ways  of  life.  She  had  to  survive 
in  the  midst  of  circumstances  slightly  above  inden- 
tured servitude.  She  lived  out  her  hopes  and  her 
dreams  in  the  midst  of  poverty  and  racism  and  exile 
from  the  home  of  her  childhood.  But  in  the  midst  of  all 
of  that,  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  continued  to  offer  the 
gospel  of  grace,  the  gospel  that  we  preach  about  and 
teach  about,  and  we  read  about  this  morning.  And  she 
was  taught  the  songs  of  the  faith,  and  we  learned  them, 
and  she  had  the  support  of  a  community,  in  a  language 
and  a  context  and  a  style  that  affirmed  who  she  was. 
She  didn't  have  to  become  anybody  else.  She  was  fully 
a  member  of  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ.  She  was  sus- 
tained on  the  journey.  So  I  celebrate  this  church,  my 
grandmother's  church.  She  loved  this  church,  and  she 
sang  some  of  its  hymns  to  me  during  the  first  11 
months  of  my  life  before  she  died.  She  never  went  to 
annual  conference.  She  never  voted  to  elect  bishops  at 
jurisdictional  conference.  She  never  sat  where  you  sit. 
But  she  believed  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  power  of  Christ  to 
redeem  and  unite  and  bring  life  anew.  She  was  blessed 
by  the  church. 

But  the  church  was  also  blessed  by  my  grand- 
mother. She  gave  this  church  gifts,  just  like  you  have 
gifts  to  offer.  Se  gave  this  church  the  capacity  to  weep 
and  laugh  with  poor  people.  She  challenged  it  to  spjeak 
in  new  languages  and  accents.  She  shared  with  it  the 
reality  of  cultural  ways  and  values  that  were  differ- 
ent-not  superior  or  inferior-but  different  from  those 
of  the  majority.  My  grandmother  was  one  of  the 
Gentiles. 

So  this  morning,  I  say.  Thank  you,  Paul.  Thank 
you,  editor  of  the  Ephesian  letter.  Thank  you,  saints  of 
all  the  ages  who  preserved  the  letter  to  the  Ephesians. 
Thank  you.  United  Methodists,  for  being  willing  to  live 
in  larger  boxes — one  of  our  speakers  alluded  to  early  in 
this  General  Conference — to  hold  larger  visions,  and  to 
dare  to  journey  across  all  the  boundaries  and  toward 
the  wider  horizon  of  the  reign  of  God.  Amen. 
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Consent  Calendar  Explanation 

There  are  three  consent  calendars:  A)  concxirrence  with  proposed  changes  to  the  Discipline.  B)  concurrence  with  petitions  on 
non-Disciplinary  matters.  C)  non-concurrence  on  Disciplinary  and  non-Disciphnary  items.  The  first  day  items  will  be  listed  as  01. 
The  second  day  will  be  hsted  02,  and  so  forth.  Items  can  be  placed  on  the  consent  calendar  if:  1)  no  more  than  twenty  votes  were 
cast  against  the  prevailing  position;  2)  it  has  no  financial  implications;  3)  the  proposal  does  not  require  a  constitutional  amendment. 
Any  twenty  delegates  may  have  a  consent  calendar  item  removed  by  signing  the  appropriate  form  found  in  Room  204.  This  form 
must  be  returned  to  the  secretary  by  3  p.m.  on  the  day  it  appears  in  the  DCA. 
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Committee  Item  #GJ107-2627-A 

Petition  #: 
30800 

General  and  Judicial  Committee  recom- 
mends concur  as  amended 

12627.  Delete  all  ofexisting  112627  and 
replace  as  follows: 

12627.  Trial  Procedures  -  Funda- 
mental Principles  for  Trials  -  Church  tri- 
als are  to  be  regarded  as  an  expedient 
of  last  resort.  Only  after  every  rea- 
sonable effort  has  been  made  to  cor- 
rect any  wTong  and  adjust  any 
existing  difficulty  should  steps  be 
taken  to  institute  a  trial.  No  such  trial 
as  herein  provided  shall  be  construed 
to  deprive  the  respondent  or  the 
Church  of  legal  civil  rights,  except  to 
the  extent  that  immunity  is  provided 
as  in  1  2623.  All  trials  shall  be  con- 
ducted according  to  77i€  Book  of  Disci- 
pline in  a  consistent  Christian  manner 
by  a  properly  constituted  court  after 
due  investigation. 

1.  General  Organization  and 
Pre-Trial  Procedures  -  a)  Officers  of 
the  Court  -  Officers  shall  consist  of  a 
presiding  officer  (see  11  2627.5b, 
2627.6b,  2627.7b),  who  shall  appoint 
a  secretary  and  such  other  officers  as 
deemed  necessary.  The  presiding  offi- 
cer may  have  legal  counsel,  who  shall 
not  be  the  conference  chancellor,  at 
the  expense  of  the  annual  conference 
holding  the  trial,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  advice  to  the  presiding  officer  dur- 
ing the  trial. 

b)  Time  and  Place  of  Trial  -  The  of- 
ficial charged  with  convening  the  trial 
shall  also  fix  the  time  and  place  for  the 
trial  and  will  notify  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, the  respondent,  counsel  for  the 
Church  and  the  person  making  the 
original  complaint.  In  all  cases,  suffi- 
cient time  shall  be  allowed  for  these 
persons  to  appear  at  the  given  place 
and  time  and  for  the  respondent  to 
prepare  for  the  trial.  The  presiding  of- 
ficer shall  decide  what  constitutes 
"sufficient  time,"  but  in  no  case  shall 


this  time  be  less  than  twenty  (20) 
days 

c)  Pre-Trial  Motions  -  All  appeals  of 
any  procedural  or  substantive  mat- 
ters that  have  occurred  prior  to  refer- 
ral of  the  chiirges  to  trial  must  be 
appealed  to  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  trial  court  before  the  convening  of 
the  trial.  Otherwise,  the  right  to  ap- 
peal on  such  matters  is  forfeited.  All 
objections  to  and  motions  regarding 
the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  and 
the  form  and  substance  of  charges 
and  specifications  must  be  made  be- 
fore the  convening  of  the  trial  court. 
The  presiding  officer  may  determine 
all  such  prelimineiry  objections  and 
motions;  in  furtherance  of  truth  and 
justice  may  permit  amendments  to 
the  specifications  or  charges  not 
changing  the  general  nature  of  the 
same;  and  may  dismiss  all  or  any  part 
of  the  bill  of  charges  upon  a  finding  by 
the  presiding  officer  (1)  that  all  or 
such  part  is  without  legal  or  factual 
basis  or  (2)  that,  even  assuming  the 
specificatons  to  be  true,  they  do  not 
constitute  a  basis  for  a  chargeable  of- 
fense. 

d)  Change  of  Venue  -  The  respon- 
dent may  request  a  change  of  venue. 
This  shall  be  a  written  request  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  court  within 
ten  (10)  days  of  receipt  of  notice  to 
appear  for  trial.  The  presiding  officer 
shall  rule  upon  the  request  after  hear- 
ing arguments  by  the  respondent  and 
the  Church.  If  the  motion  is  ap- 
proved, the  presiding  officer  shall 
name  the  annual  conference  outside 
the  episcopal  area  wherein  the  trial 
shall  be  held  and  shall  notify  the  resi- 
dent bishop  of  that  conference,  who 
shall  convene  the  court.  The  cost  of 
prosecution  shall  be  borne  by  the  con- 
ference where  the  case  originated. 

e)  -  Notice  -  (1)  All  notices  required 
or  provided  for  in  relationship  to  in- 
vestigations, trials,  and  appeals  shall 
be  in  writing,  signed  by  or  on  behalf  of 
the  person  or  body  giving  or  required 
to  give  such  notice,  and  shall  be  ad- 


dressed to  the  person  or  body  to 
whom  it  is  required  to  be  given.  Such 
notices  shall  be  served  by  delivering  a 
copy  thereof  to  the  party  or  chief  offi- 
cer of  the  body  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed in  person  or  sent  by  other 
delivery  system  to  the  last-known 
residence  or  address  of  such  party. 
Proof  of  notice  shall  be  provided  and 
becomes  a  part  of  the  record  of  the 
case. 

(2)  In  all  cases  wherein  it  is  pro- 
vided that  notice  shall  be  given  to  a 
bishop  or  district  superintendent  and 
the  charges  are  against  that  particu- 
lar person,  then  such  notice  (in  addi- 
tion to  being  given  to  the  accused) 
shall  be  given,  in  the  case  of  a  bishop, 
to  another  bishop  within  the  same  ju- 
risdiction and,  in  the  case  of  a  district 
superintendent,  to  the  bishop  in 
charge. 

0  Trial  Scheduling  and  Continu- 
ances -  If  in  any  case  the  respondent, 
after  due  notice  (twenty  [20]  days) 
has  been  given,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  appear  at  the  time  and  place  set 
forth  for  the  hearing,  the  trial  may 
proceed  in  the  respondent's  absence. 
However,  if  in  the  sole  discretion  of 
the  presiding  officer  there  is  good  and 
sufficient  reason  for  the  absence  of 
the  respondent  or  another  essential 
person,  the  presiding  officer  may  re- 
schedule the  trial  to  a  later  date. 

g)  Counsel  -  In  all  cases,  a  respon- 
dent shall  be  entitled  to  appear  and  to 
select  and  be  represented  by  counsel, 
a  clergyperson  in  full  coimection  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  if  the 
respondent  is  a  bishop,  a 
clergyperson,  or  a  diaconal  minister; 
and  a  lay  or  clergy  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  if  the  re- 
spondent is  a  lay  member.  The  re- 
spondent and  the  Church  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  counsel  heard  in  oral 
or  written  argument  or  both.  The  offi- 
cial charged  with  convening  the  court 
(see  11  2627.5a,  2627.6a,  and  2627.7a 
)  shall,  within  thirty  (30)  days  after 
receiving  a  copy  of  the  charges  and 
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specifications,  appoint  counsel  for  the 
Church,  if  counsel  has  not  been  previ- 
ously appointed.  In  the  case  of  a  tried 
of  a  bishop,  clergyperson,  or  local  pas- 
tor, counsel  for  the  Church  shall  be  a 
clergyperson  in  full  connection  (HH 
358.1d(l),  2626.2(i))  to  represent  the 
interests  of  the  Church  in  pressing 
the  claims  of  the  person  making  the 
complaint 

No  person  who  was  a  member  of 
the  cabinet,  board  of  ordained  minis- 
try, or  committee  on  investigation 
who  earlier  considered  the  case  now 
before  the  trial  court  shall  be  ap- 
pointed counsel  for  the  Church  or 
ser\'e  as  counsel  for  the  respondent  or 
any  of  the  persons  bringing  com- 
plaints in  a  case.  In  all  cases  of  trial 
where  coimsel  has  not  been  chosen  by 
the  respondent,  counsel  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  presiding  officer.  The 
counsel  for  the  Church  and  for  the  re- 
spondent each  shall  be  entitled  to 
choose  one  assistant  counsel,  who 
may  be  an  attorney,  without  voice. 
"Without  voice"  means  without  the 
ability  to  speak  to  or  within  the  hear- 
ing of  the  trial  court. 

h)  Witnesses  -  Notice  to  appear 
shall  be  given  to  such  witnesses  as  ei- 
ther party  may  name  and  shall  be  is- 
sued in  the  name  of  the  Church  and 
be  signed  by  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  trial.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all 
clergy  cmd  lay  members  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  appear 
and  testify  when  summoned.  Refusal 
to  appear  or  to  answer  questions 
ruled  by  the  presiding  officer  to  be  rel- 
evant may  be  considered  as  disobedi- 
ence to  the  Order  and  Discipline  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  except 
when  refusal  to  answer  is  based  on  a 
good  faith  claim  that  answering  might 
tend  to  incriminate  the  witness  under 
state  or  federal  criminal  law  or  is 
based  on  a  claim  of  confidential  com- 
munication to  a  clergyperson  under  H 
332.5. 

i)  Witness  qualifications  -  A  wit- 
ness, to  be  qualified,  need  not  be  a 
member  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

j)  Commissioned  out-of-court  testi- 
mony -  The  presiding  officer  of  any 
court  before  which  a  case  may  be 
pending  shall  have  power,  whenever 
the  necessity  of  the  parties  or  wit- 
nesses shall  require,  to  appoint,  on 
the  application  of  either  party,  a  com- 
missioner or  commissioners,  either  a 
clergy  or  a  layperson  or  both,  to  ex- 
amine the  witnesses;  provided  that 
three  days  notice  of    the  time  and 


place  of  taking  such  testimony  shall 
have  been  given  to  the  adverse  party. 
The  party  making  this  request  shall 
have  the  burden  of  showing  good 
cause  and  shall  bear  the  cost  of  such 
commissioned  out-of-court  testi- 
mony. Counsel  for  both  parties  shall 
be  permitted  to  examine  and 
cross-examine  the  witness  or  wit- 
nesses whose  testimony  is  thus 
taken.  The  commissioners  so  ap- 
pointed shall  take  such  testimony  in 
writing  as  may  be  offered  by  either 
party.  The  testimony  properly  certi- 
fied by  the  signature  of  the  commis- 
sioner or  commissioners  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  court  before  which  the  case  is 
pending. 

k)  Amendments  to  Bill  of  Charges 
and  Specifications  -  After  consulta- 
tion with  counsels,  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  trial  may  make 
Eunendments  to  the  bill  of  charges,  or 
request  that  the  committee  on  inves- 
tigation make  amendments  to  the  bill 
of  charges;  provided  that  they  do  not 
change  the  nature  of  the  charges  and 
specifications  and  do  not  introduce 
new  matter  of  which  the  respondent 
has  not  had  due  notice.  WTien  an 
amendment  or  amendments  to  a  bill 
of  charges  is  or  are  denied  by  the  pre- 
siding officer,  it  or  they  shall  not  be  in- 
troduced in  the  form  of  testimony  in 
the  trial.  Charges  or  specifications 
previously  considered  and  dropped  by 
the  committee  on  investigation  shall 
not  be  introduced  in  the  trial  in  the 
form  of  evidence  or  otherwise. 

/)  Open  or  Closed  Trials  -  The  delib- 
erations of  the  trial  court  shall  be 
closed.  All  other  sessions  of  the  trial 
shall  be  closed,  except  upon  written 
request  to  the  presiding  officer  by 
counsel  for  the  respondent,  the  trial 
shall  be  open. 

Also,  the  trial  may  be  opened  by  the 
presidiitg  officer,  upon  written  re- 
quest of  either  the  counsel  for  the 
Church  or  the  counsel  for  the  person 
charged,  to  family  of  the  person 
charged,  or  family  of  the  person  mak- 
ing the  original  complaint,  and/or  to 
other  personally  significant  people. 
Any  motions  to  open  the  trial  should 
be  presented  and  decided  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  trial.  In  addition,  the  pre- 
siding officer  may,  in  his  or  her  judg- 
ment on  motion  of  counsel  for  either 
party  or  on  the  presiding  officer's  own 
motion,  declare  a  particular  session  of 
the  court  to  be  closed.  At  all  times, 
however,  in  the  hearing  portion  of 
the  trial,  the  presiding  officer,  the 


members  of  the  trisd  court,  the  per- 
son(s)  making  the  original  complaint, 
the  person  representing  the  Chiu^ch 
as  well  as  counsel  for  the  Church,  the 
respondent,  and  counsel  for  the  re- 
spondent shall  have  a  right  to  be  pres- 
ent. 

m)  Combined  Trials  of  M«dtiple 
Persons  -  In  cases  in  which  a  number 
of  persons  have  jdlegedly  engaged  in 
the  same  offense  at  the  same  time  emd 
place,  their  trieals  may  be  combined 
into  one  trial  for  that  same  offense. 
The  presiding  officer  shall  make  the 
determination  on  combination  of  tri- 
als. 

2.  Trial  Convening  and  Organiza- 
tion a)  Convening  of  the  Trial  -  The 
convenor  shall  notify  the  respondent 
in  writing  to  appear  at  a  fixed  time 
and  place  no  less  them  twenty  (20) 
days  after  service  of  such  notice  and 
within  a  reasonable  time  thereafter 
for  selection  of  the  members  of  the 
trial  court. 

b)  Trial  Pool  -  At  the  appointed 
time,  in  the  presence  of  the  respon- 
dent, counsel  for  the  respondent, 
counsel  for  the  Church,  £md  the  pre- 
siding officer,  thirteen  (13)  persons 
shall  be  selected  as  a  trial  court  out  of 
a  pool  of  thirty-five  (35)  or  more  per- 
sons selected  according  to  HH  2627.5c, 
2627.6c,  and  2627.7c  .  Special  consid- 
eration should  be  given  so  that  the 
pool  includes  persons  representative 
of  racial,  ethnic,  and  gender  diver- 
sity. 

c)  Selection  of  the  Trial  Court  -  No 
person  shall  serve  as  a  member  of  the 
trial  court  who  was  a  member  of  the 
cabinet,  board  of  ordained  ministry, 
or  committee  on  investigation  who 
considered  the  case  in  the  process  of 
coming  to  trial  court.  The  counsel  for 
the  Church  and  the  respondent  shall 
each  have  up  to  four  (4)  peremptory 
challenges  and  challenges  for  cause 
without  limit.  If  by  reason  of  chal- 
lenges for  cause  being  sustained  the 
number  is  reduced  to  below  thirteen 
(13),  additional  appropriate  persons 
shall  be  nominated  in  like  manner  as 
was  the  original  panel  to  take  the 
places  of  the  numbers  challenged, 
who  likewise  shall  be  subject  to  chal- 
lenge for  cause.  This  method  of  pro- 
cedure shall  be  followed  until  a  trial 
court  of  thirteen  (13)  members  and  j 
two  (2)  alternate  members  has  been 
selected. 

d)  Alternates  -  The  two  (2)  alternate  | 
members  shall  sit  as  observers  of   the 
trial.  They  shall  replace  members  of  the 
trial  court  who  are  not  able  to  continue  to  I 
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serve,  so  that  the  trial  court  shall  always 
consist  of  thirteen  members,  unless  the 
respondent  and  counsel  for  the  Church 
agree  to  a  lesser  number. 

e)  Trial  Court  Questions  -  The 
members  of  the  tried  court,  including 
the  alternate  members,  may,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  presiding  offi- 
cer of  the  court,  ask  questions  on  mat- 
ters on  which  evidence  has  been 
presented. 

3.  Trial  Guidelines  and  Rules  a) 
.Authority  of  Presiding  Officer  -  After 
the  trial  is  convened  the  authority  of 
the  presiding  officer  shall  include  the 
right  to  set  reasonable  time  limits,  af- 
ter consultation  with  counsel  for  the 
Church  and  counsel  for  the  person 
charged,  for  the  presentation  of  the 
case,  provided  such  time  is  equal  for 
both.  The  authority  of  the  presiding 
officer  shall  be  limited  to  ruling  upon 
proper  representation  of  the  Church 
and  the  person  charged,  admissibility 
of  evidence,  recessing,  adjourning, 
and  reconvening  sessions  of  the  trial, 
charging  the  members  of  the  trial 
court  as  to  the  Church  law  involved  in 
the  case  at  the  beginning  of  the  trial 
and  just  before  they  retire  to  make  up 
their  verdict,  and  such  other  author- 
ity as  is  normally  vested  in  a  civil 
court  judge  sitting  with  a  jury,  but  he 
or  she  shall  not  have  authority  to  pro- 
nounce any  judgment  in  favor  of  or 
against  the  person  charged  other 
than  such  verdict  as  may  be  returned 
by  the  trial  court,  which  body  shall 
have  the  exclusive  right  to  determine 
the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the  person 
charged. 

b)  Order  of  Trial  -  .After  selection  of 
the  trial  court,  each  counsel  may 
make  £m  opening  statement  to  inform 
the  trial  court  of  what  the  evidence  is 
expected  to  be.  Evidence  shall  then 
be  offered  by  questioning  of  witnesses 
and  by  documents  shown  to  be  reli- 
able. Each  counsel  shall  have  oppor- 
tunity to  make  closing  arguments 
before  the  trial  court  begins  delibera- 
tions. Deliberations  of  the  trial  court 
and  receiving  of  the  verdict  shall  fol- 
low. 

c)  Oaths  -  The  administration  of 
oaths  shall  not  be  required.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  trial,  the  presiding  offi- 
cer shall  remind  ail  parties  of  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  Church 
membership  (1  219)  and/or  the  clergy 
covenant  (1111306.4/  and  325). 

d)  Entering  of  the  Plea-  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  trial,  the  respondent 
shall  be  called  upon  by  the  presiding 
officer  to  plead  to  the  charge,  and  the 


pleas  shall  be  recorded.  If  the  respon- 
dent pleads  "guilty"  to  the  charges 
preferred,  no  trial  shall  be  necessary, 
but  evidence  may  be  taken  with  re- 
spect to  the  appropriate  penalty, 
which  shall  thereupon  be  imposed.  If 
the  respondent  pleads  "not  guilty"  or 
if  the  respondent  should  neglect  or 
refuse  to  plead,  the  plea  of  "not 
guilty"  shall  be  entered,  and  the  trial 
shall  proceed.  The  respondent  shall  at 
all  times  during  the  trial,  except  as 
hereinafter  provided,  have  the  right 
to  produce  testimony  and  that  of  wit- 
nesses and  to  make  defense. 24 

e)  Recess  and  Trial  Procedures  - 
The  court  may  recess  from  time  to 
time  as  convenience  or  necessity  may 
require.  During  the  time  of  recess, 
the  members  of  the  trial  court  shall 
be  instructed  that  under  no  circum- 
stance will  they  speak  to  one  another 
or  to  others  about  the  trial  or  observe 
media  reports  regarding  the  case. 
When,  in  consultation  with  counsel 
for  both  parties,  the  presiding  officer 
finds  it  advisable,  the  members  and 
reserves  shidl  be  sequestered. 
Threatening  or  tampering  with  the 
trial  court  or  officers  of  the  trial  court 
shall  be  considered  disobedience  to 
the  Order  and  Discipline  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  pre- 
siding officer  shall  remain  and  preside 
until  the  decision  is  rendered  and  the 
findings  are  completed  and  shall 
thereupon  sign  £md  certify  them. 

0  Objections  -  Objections  of  any 
party  to  the  proceedbigs  shall  be  en- 
tered on  the  record. 

g)  Exclusion  of  Witnesses  -  No  wit- 
ness afterward  to  be  examined  shall 
be  present  during  the  examination  of 
another  witness  if  the  opposing  party 
objects.  Witnesses  shall  be  examined 
first  by  the  party  producing  them, 
then  cross-examined  by  the  opposite 
party  and  may  be  questioned  by  mem- 
bers of  the  trial  court,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  presiding  officer.  The 
presiding  officer  of  the  court  shall  de- 
termine all  questions  of  relevancy 
and  competency  of  evidence. 

h)  Recording  of  Proceedings.  A  ver- 
batim record  of  all  proceedings  of  the 
trial  shall  be  by  stenograph  or  other 
appropriate  means  and  reduced  to 
writing  and  certified  by  the  presiding 
officer  or  secretary.  The  record,  in- 
cluding all  exhibits,  papers  and  evi- 
dence in  the  case,  shall  be  the  basis  of 
any  appeal  that  may  be  taken. 

i)  Evidence  -  The  introduction  of 
any  material  relating  to  events  hap- 
pening before  the  six-year  statute  of 


limitation  period  as  evidence,  as 
preface  to  evidence,  or  as  build-up  for 
evidence  in  the  procedures  of  the  trial 
proceedings  may  be  permitted  when 
the  presiding  officer,  iifter  consulta- 
tion with  counsel  for  both  parties, 
rules  that  such  material  is  relevant 
and  reliable.  Documentary  evidence 
deemed  by  the  presiding  officer  to  be 
relevant  and  reliable  may  be  in  the 
physical  possession  of  the  trial  court 
during  deliberations. 

j)  Instructions  and  Charges  -  The 
presiding  officer  shall  not  deliver  a 
charge  reviewing  or  explaining  the 
evidence  or  setting  forth  the  merits  of 
the  case.  The  presiding  officer  shall 
express  no  opinion  on  the  law  or  the 
facts  while  the  court  is  deliberating. 
U  requested  by  either  party's  counsel, 
the  presiding  officer  shall  instruct  the 
trial  court  on  Church  law  applicable 
to  the  case.  Instructions  may  be 
given  at  the  beginning  of  the  trial, 
during  the  trial,  before  the  trial  court 
begins  deliberations  or  a  combination 
of  emy  of  these.  If  requested  by  the 
trial  court,  instructions  may  be  given 
during  deliberations.  The  presiding 
officer  shall  not  review  or  explain  the 
evidence  or  comment  on  the  merits  of 
the  case. 

4.  Power  of  the  Trial  Court  -  a)  In- 
struction, Disqualification,  Voting 
and  Verdicts  •  The  trial  court  shall 
have  full  power  to  try  the  respondent. 
The  trial  court  shall  be  a  continuing 
body  until  the  final  disposition  of  the 
charge.  If  any  regular  or  edtemate 
member  of  the  trial  court  fails  to  at- 
tend any  part  of  any  session  at  which 
evidence  is  received  or  oral  agrument 
is  made  to  the  trial  court  by  counsel, 
that  person  shall  not  thereafter  be  a 
member  of  the  trial  court,  but  the  rest 
of  the  trial  court  may  proceed  to  judg- 
ment. 

b)  Votes  -  It  shall  require  a  vote  of 
at  least  nine  members  of  the  trial 
court  to  sustain  the  charge(8)  and 
nine  votes  also  shall  be  required  for 
conviction.  Fewer  than  nine  (9)  votes 
for  conviction  shall  be  considered  an 
acquittal.  The  burden  of  proof  for  a 
vote  to  convict  shall  be  clear  and  con- 
vincing. The  trial  court  shall  present 
to  the  presiding  officer  a  decision  on 
each  charge  and  each  individual  spec- 
ification under  each  charge.  Its  find- 
ings shall  be  final,  subject  to  appeal  to 
the  committee  on  appeals  of  the  juris- 
dictional conference  or  the  central 
conference,  as  the  case  may  be. 

c)  Penalties 
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(1)  If  the  Trial  Results  in  Convic- 
tion. Further  testimony  may  be  heard 
and  arguments  by  counsel  presented 
regarding  what  the  penalty  should  be. 
The  trial  court  shall  determine  the 
penalty,  which  shall  require  a  vote  of 
at  least  seven  (7)  members.  The  trial 
court  shall  have  the  power  to  expel 
the  respondent  from  the  Church,  ter- 
minate the  conference  membership 
and\or  revoke  the  credentials  of  ordi- 
nation or  consecration  of  the  respon- 
dent, suspend  the  respondent  from 
the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  office, 
or  to  fix  a  lesser  penalty.  The  penalty 
fixed  by  the  trial  court  shall  take  ef- 
fect immediately  unless  otherwise  in- 
dicated by  the  trial  court. 

(2)  Suspension  After  Trial.  The  res- 
ident bishop  may,  with  the  unemi- 
mous  concurrence  of  the  district 
superintendents,  suspend  the  person 
charged  from  all  clergy  responsibili- 
ties but  not  the  related  benefits,  such 
as  annuity  and  conference  group 
medical  and  hospital  insurance  and 
life  insurance,  pending  the  outcome 
of  the  appeals  process.  If  the  person 
charged  should  be  found  innocent  at 
the  end  of  the  judicial  process,  he  or 
she  shall  be  finemcially  recompensed 
by  his  or  her  annual  conference  for 
the  time  lost  under  said  suspension. 
Equitable  recompense  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  conference  council  on  fi- 
nance and  administration,  tsiking  into 
account  service  years,  the  loss  of  in- 
come during  suspension,  and  loss  of 
parsonage  use,  if  any.  In  no  case  shall 
the  recompense  be  less  than  the  mini- 
mum salary.  Time  on  a  suspension 
imposed  by  the  resident  bishop  may 
be  applied  to  lessen  the  time  of  sus- 
pension fixed  by  the  trial  court  and 
sustained  or  modified  by  the  appeals 
process. 

5.  Trial  of  a  Bishop  - 

a)  The  president  of  the  College  of 
Bishops  of  the  jurisdictional  or  cen- 
tral conference  -  or  in  case  the  person 
charged  is  the  president,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  college  -  shall  proceed  to 
convene  the  court  under  the  provi- 
sions of  112627.2 

b)  The  president  of  the  College  of 
Bishops  (or  in  the  case  the  person 
charged  is  the  president,  the  secre- 
tary) may  preside  or  designate  an- 
other bishop  to  serve  as  presiding 
officer. 

c)  The  trial  shall  be  convened  as 
provided  in  112627.2  with  the  pool  of 
thirty-five  (35)  or  more  persons  to 
consist  of  clergy  in  full  connection 
ncuned  by  the  College  of  Bishops  in 


approximately  equal  numbers  fi'om 
each  episcopal  area  within  the  juris- 
dictional or  central  conference.  Spe- 
cial consideration  should  be  given  so 
that  the  pool  includes  persons  repre- 
sentative of  racial,  ethnic,  and  gender 
diversity . 

d)  Counsel  for  the  Church  shall  be  a 
bishop  or  another  clergyperson  in  full 
connection. 

e)  The  secretary  of  the  court  shall 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings 
send  all  trial  dociunents  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  jurisdictional  or  central 
conference,  who  shall  keep  them  in 
custody.  If  an  appeal  is  taken,  the 
secretary  shall  forward  the  materials 
forthwith  to  the  secretary  of  the  Judi- 
cial Council.  After  the  appeal  has 
been  heard,  the  records  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  secretary  of  the  juris- 
dictional or  central  conference. 

f)  A  bishop  suspended  from  office 
shall  have  claim  on  the  Episcopal 
Fund  for  salary,  dwelling,  pension, 
and  other  related  benefits.  A  bishop 
removed  from  office  shall  have  no 
claim  upon  the  Episcopal  Fund  for 
sedary,  dwelling,  pension  and  other 
related  benefits  from  the  date  of  such 
removal. 

g)  For  the  purpose  of  this  para- 
graph, the  United  Methodist  bishops 
outside  of  the  United  States  shall  con- 
stitute one  College  of  Bishops. 

6.  Trial  of  a  Clergy  Member  of  an 
Annual  Conference,  Local  Pastor, 
Clergy  on  Honorable  or  Administra- 
tive Location,  or  Diaconal  Minister  - 

a)  The  resident  bishop  of  the  re- 
spondent shall  proceed  to  convene 
the  court  under  the  provisions  of 
112627.2. 

b)  The  resident  bishop  shall  desig- 
nate another  bishop  to  be  presiding 
officer. 

c)(l)  The  trial  for  a  clergy  member 
or  a  local  pastor  shall  be  convened  as 
provided  in  112627.2  with  the  pool  of 
thirty-five  (35)  or  more  persons  to 
consist  of  clergy  in  full  connection.  If 
there  are  not  enough  persons  in  ap- 
propriate categories  in  an  annufd  con- 
ference to  complete  the  pool, 
additional  persons  may  be  appointed 
from  other  annual  conferences.  AU 
appointments  to  the  pool  shall  be 
made  by  the  district  superintendents. 
Special  consideration  should  be  given 
so  that  the  pool  includes  persons  rep- 
resentative of  racial,  ethnic,  and  gen- 
der diversity. 

(2)-The  trial  for  a  diaconal  minister 
shall  be  convened  as  provided  in 


12627.2  and  shall  consist  of  a  pool  of 
thirty-five  (35)  or  more  persons  who 
shedl  be  diaconal  ministers  or,  when 
necessary,  members  of  the  Church. 
Special  consid^ation  should  be  given 
so  that  the  pool  includes  persons  rep- 
resentative of  racial,  ethnic,  and  gen- 
der diversity. 

d)  Counsel  for  the  Church  shall  be  a 
clergyperson  in  full  connection. 

e)  The  secretary  of  the  court  shedl 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings 
send  £dl  tri2il  dociunents  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  annual  conference,  who 
shall  keep  them  in  custody.  Such  doc- 
uments are  to  be  held  in  a  confidential 
file  and  shall  not  be  released  for  other 
than  appeal  or  new  trial  purposes 
without  a  signed  release  from  both 
the  clergyperson  charged  and  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  trial  that  tried 
the  case.  If  an  appeal  is  taken,  the 
secretary  shall  forw£u-d  the  materials 
forthwith  to  the  president  of  the 
court  of  appeals  of  the  jurisdictional 
or  central  conference.  If  a  president 
has  not  been  elected,  the  secretary 
shall  send  the  materials  to  such  mem- 
bers of  the  court  of  appeals  as  the 
president  of  the  College  of  Bishops 
shall  designate.  After  the  appeal  has 
been  heard,  the  records  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  secretary  of  the  annual 
conference  unless  a  further  appeal  on 
a  question  of  law  has  been  made  to 
the  Judicial  Council,  in  which  case  the 
relevant  documents  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  secretary  of  that  body. 

7.  Trial  of  Lay  Member  of  a  Local 
Church  - 

a)  The  district  superintendent  of 
the  person  charged  shaU  proceed  to 
convene  the  court  under  the  provi- 
sions of  112627.2 

b)  The  district  superintendent  may 
be  the  presiding  officer  or  may  desig- 
nate another  clergyperson  in  full  con- 
nection to  preside. 

c)  The  trial  shall  be  convened  as 
provided  in  12627.2,  with  the  pool  of 
thirty-five  (35)  or  more  persons  to 
consist  of  lay  members  of  local 
churches  other  than  the  locitl  church 
of  the  charged  layperson  within  the 
same  district.  Appointments  to  the 
pool  shall  be  made  by  the  district  su- 
perintendent, who  may  consult  with 
the  district  lay  leader.  Special  consid- 
eration should  be  given  so  that  the 
pool  includes  persons  representative 
of  racial,  ethnic,  and  gender  diver- 
sity. 
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d)  Counsel  for  the  Church  shall  be  a 
lay  or  clergyperson  who  is  a  member 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

e)  The  person  charged  may  request 
a  change  of  venue.  This  shall  be  a 
written  request  to  the  officers  of  the 
court  within  ten  (10)  days  of  receipt 
of  notice  to  appear  for  trial.  The  pre- 
siding officer  shall  rule  upon  the  re- 
quest after  hearing  argument  for  the 
defense  and  the  Church.  If  the  motion 
is  approved,  the  presiding  officer 
shall  name  another  district  wherein 
the  trial  shall  be  held  and  shall  notify 
the  district  superintendent,  who  shall 
convene  the  court.  The  thirty-five 
(35)  member  pool  shall  consist  of  lay 
members  from  that  district.  The  cost 
of  prosecution  shall  be  borne  by  the 
annual  conference. 

f)  If  the  trial  court  finds  that  the 
charges  are  proven  by  clear  and  con- 
vincing evidence,  then  it  may  impose 
such  penalties  as  it  may  determine, 
including  that  the  membership  of  the 
charged  layperson  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  be  terminated; 
provided  that  the  trial  court  shall  first 
consider  other  remedies  that  would 
fulfill  the  provisions  of  1221. 

g)  The  appropriate  officer  of  the 
trial  shall,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
proceeding,  deposit  all  trial  docu- 
ments with  the  secretary  of  the 
charge  conference.  If  an  appeal  is 
taken,  the  secretary  shall  deliver  all 
documents  to  the  diistrict  superinten- 
dent. After  the  appeal  has  been  heard, 
the  records  shall  be  returned  to  the 
custody  of  the  secretary  of  the 
charge  conference. 

1397-2628 

Committee  Item  #GJ108-2628-A 
Petition  #: 
30544 

General  and  Judicial  CommitUe  recom- 
mends concur  as  amended 

12628.  Appeal  Procedures  I. 

(jeneral 

a)  In  all  cases  of  appeal,  the  appellant 
shall  within  thirty  (30)  days  give  written 
notice  of  appeal  and  at  the  same  time 
shall  furnish  to  the  officer  receiving  such 
notice  (1 2628.2b,  3a)  and  to  the  counsel 
(or  the  Church  a  wntten  statement  of  the 
grounds  of  the  appeal,  and  the  heanng  in 
the  appellate  committee  body  shall  be 
limited  to  the  grounds  set  forth  in  such 
statement. 

b)  When  any  appellate  committee  body 
shall  reverse  in  whole  or  m  part  the  find- 
ings of  a  committee  on  investigation  or 


trial  court,  or  remand  the  case  for  a  new 
hearing  or  trial,  or  change  the  penalty  im- 
posed by  the  trial  court,  it  shall  return  to 
the  convening  officer  of  the  trial  court  a 
statement  of  the  grounds  of  its  action 

g)  The  appellate  body  shall  determine 
two  questions  only: 

(1)  Does  the  wei^t  of  the  evidence 
sustain  the  charge  or  charges? 

(2)  Were  there  such  errors  of  Church 
law  as  to  vitiate  the  verdict  and^or  the 
penalty? 

These  questions  shall  be  determined 
by  the  records  of  the  trial  and  the  argu- 
ment of  counsel  for  the  Church  and  for 
the  respondent.  The  committee  on  op 
peale-appellate  body  shall  in  no  case 
hear  witnesses.  It  may  have  legal 
counsel  present,  who  shall  not  be  the 
conference  chancellor  for  the  confer- 
ence from  which  the  appeal  is  taken, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  providing  ad- 
vice to  the  appellate  body. 

j)  Errors  or  defects  in  judicial  procccd- 
ingo  oholl  be  duly  oonoidcrcd  when  prco 
ent  on  appeal. 

(1)  In  regard  to  oooco  where  there  io  on 
invcotigDtion  under  &  3636,  but  no  trial  is 
held  00  0  reault  thereof,  crroro  of  Church 
law  or  Ddministration  committed  by  those 
in  chnrgc  of  the  invootigntion  ore  to  be 
oorrectcd  by  the  preoiding  officer  of  the 
neict  confereDcc  on  request  in  open  oeo 
oion,  ond  in  ouch  event  the  confcrcnoc 
may  oloo  order  juot  and  auitable  remcdieo 
if  injury  resulted  from  ouch  errors. 

(3)  Erroro  of  Church  low  or  defects  in 
judicial  procccdingo  that  arc  diocovered 
on  oppeal  arc  to  be  corrected  by  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  next  confcrcnoc  upon 
requcot  m  open  acsoion,  and  in  ouch  event 
the  conference  may  also  order  juot  and 
suitable  remcdieo  if  injury  hoo  rcoultcd 
from  such  erroro. 

j)  The  Church  shall  have  no  right  of 
appeal  from  findings  of  the  trial  court. 
In  regard  to  cases  where  there  is  an 
investigation  under  12626,  but  no 
trial  is  held,  egregious  errors  of 
Church  law  or  administration  may  be 
appealed  to  the  jurisdictional  com- 
mittee on  appeals  by  counsel  for  the 
Church.  The  committee  on  investiga- 
tion's decision  not  to  certify  a  bill  of 
charges  does  not  alone  constitute  an 
egregious  error  of  Church  law  or  ad- 
ministration. When  the  committee 
on  appeals  shall  find  egregious  errors 
of  Church  law  or  administration  un- 
der this  part,  it  may  remand  the  case 
for  a  new  hearing,  in  which  event  it 


shall  return  to  the  chair  of  the  com- 
mittee on  investigation  a  statement 
of  the  grounds  of  its  action.  This  is  not 
to  be  double  jeopardy. 

2.  Appeal  of  a  Bishop,  Clergy  Member 
of  an  Annual  Ck)nference,  Clergy  on  Hon- 
orable or  Administrative  Location,  Local 
Pastor,  or  Diaconal  Minister. 

a)  Each  jurisdictional  and  central  con- 
ference, upon  nomination  of  the  College 
of  Bishops,  shall  elect  a  committee  on  ap- 
peals composed  of  four  (4)  eWers  clergy, 
one  (1)  diaconal  minister,  one  (1)  full-time 
local  pastor,  and  three  (3)  laypersons  who 
have  been  at  least  six  (6)  years  succes- 
sively members  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  an  equal  number  of  corre- 
sponding alternates.  This  committee 
shall  serve  until  its  successors  have  been 
elected.  No  member  shall  participate  in 
the  hearing  of  an  appeal  who  is  a  member 
of  a  conference  in  the  episcopal  area  of 
the  appellant  Any  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  the  College  of  Bishops. 

b)  In  case  of  conviction  in  by  a  trial 
court,  a  bishop,  clergy  member,  local  pas- 
tor, clergy  on  honorable  or  administrative 
location,  or  diaconal  minister  shall  have 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  junsdictional  or 
central  conference  committee  on  appeals 
above  constituted;  provided  that  within 
thirty  (30)  days  after  the  conviction,  the 
appellant  shall  notify  the  presiding  bishop 
of  the  conference  (or,  when  the  appellant 
is  a  bishop,  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  College  of  Bishops)  and  the  presiding 
officer  of  the-triai  court  in  writing  of  the 
intention  to  appeal. 

c)  When  notice  of  an  appeal  has  been 
given  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  trial 
court,  the  presiding  officer  shall  give  no- 
tice of  the  same  to  the  secretary  of  the 
committee  on  appeals  of  the  junsdictional 
or  central  conference  and  submit  the  doc- 
uments in  the  case,  or  in  case  the  docu- 
ments have  been  sent  to  the  secretary  of 
the  annual  conference,  instruct  the  secre- 
tary to  send  the  documents  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  committee  on  appeals.  The 
jurisdictional  or  central  conference  com- 
mittee on  appeals  shall  withm  thirty  (30) 
days  give  notice  to  the  presidmg  bishop  of 
the  conference  from  which  the  appeal  is 
taken  (or  to  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  (College  of  Bishops  when  the  appel- 
lant is  a  bishop)  and  to  the  appellant  of  the 
time  and  place  where  the  appeal  will  be 
heard.  Such  hearing  shall  occur  within 
i3©  180  days  following  receipt  of  notice 
to  the  committee  on  appeals.  Both  the  an- 
nual conference,  missionary  conference, 
or  provisional  conference  and  the  appel- 
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lant  may  be  represented  by  counsel  as 
specified  in  112627. If.  The  presiding 
bishop  of  the  conference  or,  in  the  appeal 
of  a  bishop,  the  president  or  secretary  of 
the  College  of  Bishops,  shall  appoint 
counsel  for  the  Church. 

d)  All  necessary  traveling  and  suste- 
nance expense  incurred  by  the  committee 
on  appeals,  including  any  cost  for  legal 
counsel  retained  to  advise  the  com- 
mittee, the  counsel  for  the  Church,  and 
the  counsel  for  the  appellant,  in  the  hear- 
ing of  an  appeal  case  coming  from  an  an- 
nual conference  and  appearing  before  any 
jurisdictional  or  central  conference  com- 
mittee on  appeals,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
administrative  fund  of  the  central  or  juris- 
dictional conference  in  which  the  pro- 
ceedings arise.  The  president  of  the 
committee  on  appeals  shall  approve  all  ex- 
penses. Expenses  for  coimsel  for  the 
Church  shedl  be  paid  by  the  annual 
conference.  Such  expenses  for  cotm- 


sel  for  the  respondent  shall  be  paid  by 
the  respondent,  unless  in  the  interest 
of  fairness,  the  committee  on  appeals 
orders  the  annual  conference  to  reim- 
burse the  respondent. 

This  paraginph,  as  it  relates  to  the  pro- 
ccoQ  for  nomination,  appointment,  or 
election  of  individuals,  officers,  courts, 
administrative  bodies,  review  bodies,  or 
committees,  shall  become  effective  im 
mediately  upon  the  conclusion  of — the 
1903  General  Conference. 

3.  Appeal  of  a  Lay  Member 

a)  A  lay  member  convicted  in  by  a  trial 
court  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  and 
shall  serve  written  notice  of  appeal  with 
the  pastor  and  the  district  superintendent 
within  thirty  (30)  days  of  conviction. 


c)  The  committee  on  appeals  shall  be 
constituted  in  the  following  manner:  The 
district    superintendent    shall    appoint 


eleven  (11)  laypersons  who  are  members 
of  United  Methodist  Churches  within  the 
annual  conference  other  than  the  appel- 
lant's local  church,  none  of  whom  shall 
have  been  members  of  the  trial  court,  and 
who  hold  office  either  as  lay  leader  or  lay 
member  of  the  annual  conference.  At  the 
convening  of  the  committee  on  appeals, 
from  seven  (7)  to  eleven  (11)  of  these 
shall  be  selected  to  serve  on  the  eewrt 
committee.  The  counsel  for  the  appel- 
lant and  the  counsel  for  the  Church  shall 
have  the  right  to  challenge  for  cause,  and 
the  decisions  on  the  validity  of  such  chal- 
lenges shall  be  made  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, who  shall  be  the  district 
superintendent. 

*  *  *  (remainder  ofl  2628  unchanged) 
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When  legislation  was  moved  to  the 
Consent  Calendar  as  a  result  of  the  action 
of  the  General  Conference  on  Wednesday 
morning,  May  10,  2000  that  effectively 
changed  Rule  29.a  to  "No  more  than  ten 
votes  were  cast  against  the  prevailing  po- 
sition in  the  Committee,"  the  following 
two  items  were  inadvertently  omitted. 
These  items  previously  appeared  on  the 
regular  Calendar  for  action  and  are  now  on 
the  Consent  Calendar. 


1149-405-$ 

Subject:  If  an  AC  exceeds  250,000 
members  Jur.Conf  may  realign 
episcopal/AC  boundaries 

Committee  Item  C071 
Petition  numberB 

1492-CO-405-D$ 
DCA  page  no.  2088 


1158-NonDis-$ 
Subject:Formation  of 
non-geographic  judicatories 

Committee  Item  C0118 
Petition  numberS 

1849-C0-NonDis-O$ 
DCA  page  no.  2090 
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1352-510.2 

Subject:  Resolution  life  shall  be 
eight  years  rather  than  twelve 

Committee  Item:  CO108-510.2-C 
Petition: 

30939-CO-510.2-D,Pg.  172 
Membership:  89;  Present:  78; 
For:  55;  Against:  18;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 


318-64 

Subject:  Preservation  of 

old-growth  forests 

Committee  Item:  F026-64-C 
Petition: 

30195-FO-64-D,Pg.  1276 
Membership:  116;  Present:  108; 
For:  107;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 


319-64 

Subject:  A  call  for  policies  that 

support  food  safety 

Committee  Item:  F027-64-C 
Petition: 

30196-FO-64-D,Pg.  1276 
Membership:  116;  Present:  108; 
For:  1 06;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale  / 
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60667 

Subject:  How  corporations 
behave  affects  their  public 
support 

Committee  Item:  F032-67-A 
Petition: 

30131-FO-67-D,  Pg.  512 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  1 13; 
For:  1 07;  Against:  6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Make  the  following  addition: 

...and  for  the  earth  which  sup- 
ports... 

1  )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  I5aie   / 


1180-65 

Subject:  Suicide 

Committee  Item:  F074-65-A 
Petition: 

30550-FO-65-D,  Pg.  504 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  99; 
For:  76;  Against:  20;  Not  Voting:  3 ; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Move  the  proposed  paragraph  1  to  be  the 
second  paragraph.  The  entire  proposed 
165.II.M  would  read: 

We  believe  that  suicide  is  not  the  way  a 
human  life  should  end.  The  church  has  an 
obligation  to  see  that  all  persons  have  ac- 
cess to  needed  pastoral  and  medical  care 
and  therapy  in  those  circumstances  that  lead 


to  loss  of  self-worth,  ef  suicidal  despair, 
and/or  the  desire  to  seek  physician  as- 
sisted suicide.  We  encourage  the  church  to 
provide  education  to  address  the  biblical, 
theological,  social  and  ethical  issues  related 
to  suicide,  including  United  Methodist 
theological  seminary  courses  focusing  on 
issues  of  suicide. 

A  Christian  perspective  on  suicide  be- 
gins vkith  an  arTirmation  of  faith  that 
nothing,  including  suicide,  separates  us 
from  the  love  of  God.  (Romans  8:38-39). 
Therefore,  we  deplore  the  condemnation 
of  people  who  take  their  own  lives,  and 
we  consider  unjust  the  stigma  that  so  of- 
ten falls  on  surviving  family  and  friends. 

We  strongly  encourage  pastors  to  ad- 
dress this  issue  through  preaching  and 
teaching.  We  urge  pastors  to  provide  pas- 
toral care  to  attempters,...  remove  the  op- 
pressive stigma  around  suicide.  The 
church  does  not  endorse  the  enlistment 
of  medical  providers,  who  are  charged  to 
cure  and  to  care,  to  assist  people  in  taking 
their  own  lives. 

Delete  the  last  paragraph. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 

1552-907.1 

Subject:  Add  a  young  adult 
between  17  and  27  from  NC,  SC 
&  SEjurisd'stoGCOM 

Committee  Item:  GJl  86-907. 1-C 
Petition: 
31252-GJ-907.1-D,  Pg.  728 
Membership:  92;  Present:  67; 
For:  43;  Against:  1 8;  Not  Voting:  6; 


Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

( )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcunence  Date   / 


1553-907.1 

Subject:  Between  10  percent 
youth  and  10  percent  young 
adults  shall  ensure 
representation 

Committee  Item:  GJl 89-907. 1-C 
Petition: 

3I254-GJ-907.1-D,Pg.  729 
Membership:  92;  Present:  62; 
For:  4 1 ;  Against:  1 8;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/10 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcuirertce  Date  / 

1203-315.6 
Subject:  Evangelism  as 
requirement  for  local  pastor 
candidate. 

Committee  Item:  HE173-3I5.6-C 
Petition: 

30625-HE-315.6-D,  Pg.  954 
Membership:  108;  Present:  102; 
For:  90;  Against:  1 2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


Special  Consent  Calendar  B93 


1353-NonDis 

Subject:  GBCS  and  Women's 
Division  alert  constuencies  re 
crisis  in  reproductive  and 
end-of-life  health  care 
Committee  Item:  CS96-NonDis-C 
Petition: 

31756-CS-NonDis-O,  Pg.  101 
Membership:  120;  Present:  84; 
For:  62;  Agamst:  20;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  concw- 
rcnce. 

( 1  Concurrence  [  ]  NoncocKurrence  Dale   / 


1371-R132 

Subject:  Pornography  and 

sexual  violence 

Committee  Item:  F066-RI32-A 
Petition: 

30836-FO-RI32-U.  Pg.  558 
Membership:  116;  Present:  104; 
For:  92;  Against:  1 1 ;  Not  Voting:  I ; 
Date:  5/5 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows: 

Delete  the  last  sentence  of  the  fourth 
paragraph :  Pomogrophy  is  not  obaoewe  be 
oauoe  it  is  efotici  it  is  obscene  because  ii  is 
dehumanizing. 

In  the  seventh  paragraph,  delete  the  first 
sentence:  Efotico  is  sewual  woienal  ...  that 


does  not  portroy  ...degradation.  Sex  educa- 
tion material ... 

Paragraph  13:  Delete  first  sentence  and 

amend  to  read: 

Care  should  be  taken  that  children  and 
youth  are  protected  ftom  pornographic  ma- 
terials. The  supcrs'ision  and  love  of  Chris- 
tian parents  and  other  canng  adults, 
supported  by  the  extended  church  family, 
are  the  pnmary  source  of  sex  education.  A 
comprehensive  approach  to  sex  education 
offers  an  additional  basis  for  countering 
pornography.  Children  and  youth  need  ... 

Amend  line  7  to  read:  carefully  prepared, 
age-appropriate  sex  education  matenals. 

Amend  line  9  to  read:  mutually-consent- 
ing relationships  between  married  adults. 

Amend  last  sentence  to  read: 
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If  we  fail  to  provide  such  materials,  ac- 
companied by  parental  and  adult  super- 
vision, we  force  risk  the  reliance  of 
children  and  youth  pornography  as-a  the 
primary  source  of  information  about  sexu- 
ality. 

Paragraph  16:  add  a  new  number  4  to 
read: 

4.  Monitor  and  limit  access  by  chil- 
dren and  youth  to  pornography  and  sex- 
ually explicit  material. 


Number  4  becomes  5;  5  becomes  6;  and 
6  becomes  7,  which  is  combined  with  8  and 
reads: 

7.  Provide  educational  sessions  for  par- 
ents ...  Internet  usage.  Encourage  parents 
to  establish  (such  as  establishing  basic 
rules  for  teenagers  and  children;  encourage 
parents  to  utilize  utilizing  screening  tech- 
nology ,  etc.):  Encourage  parents  to  utilize 
filtering  software  to  prevent  children  from 


Number  8  is  amended  to  read: 

8.  Call  for  social  responsibility 
in  all  media,  including  the  Internet, 
and  in  all  public  libraries,  and 
work  with  local,  national  ana  inter- 
national groups  that  advocate  for 
global  media  monitoring  of  images 
of  women,  men,  and  children;  and 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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1366-249.13 
Subject:  Change 
"apportionment"  to  "asking"  in 
all  the  BoD  paragraphs 
including  but  not  limited  to 
these 

Committee  Item:  FA  1 76-249. 13-N 
Petition: 

31336-FA-249.13-D,  Pg.463 
Membership:  97;  Present:  83; 
For:  66;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1367-612.1 

Subject:  Annual  conference 

CFA  may  reduce  amounts 

apportioned  to  districts,  charges 

or  churches 

Committee  Item:  FA  177-61 2. 1-N 

Petition: 

30112-FA-612.1-D,  Pg.427 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  68;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  I; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1368612 

Subject:  Funding  requests 
including  apportionments  shall 
be  suggested  amounts  and  not 
mandatory 

Committee  Item:  FA178-612-N 
Petition: 
30944-FA-612-D,  Pg.  426 
Membership:  97;  Present:  85; 
For:  71;  Against:  13;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1177-NonDis 

Subject:  Health  care  is  a  basic 
human  right;  end  private  health 
insurance;  adopt  nat'l  health 
care  system 

Committee  Item:  F067-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30198-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  530 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  115; 
For:  98;  Against:  1 5;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1376-65.D 

Subject:  Divorce  &  remarriage 
is  incompatible  with  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ 

Committee  Item:  FO109-65.D-N 
Petition: 
30226-FO-65.D-D,  Pg.  495 
Membership:  116;  Present:  108; 
For:  87;  Against:  14;  Not  Voting:  7; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1547-268 

Subject:  Observe  an  annual 

Alcohol  and  Drug  Awareness 

Sunday 

Committee  Item:  GJl  19-268-N 
Petition: 
30893-GJ-268-D,Pg.  713 
Membership:  92;  Present:  57; 


For:  38;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1549-700 

Subject:  Gen'l  agency  laity  pool 
members  shall  be  professing 
members  for  two  years 

Committee  Item:  GJ159-700-N 
Petition: 

30374-GJ-700-D,Pg.  718 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  36;  Against:  1 8;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1550-705.1 

Subject:  Qualification  for 
general  agency  board 
membership  to  include  years  of 
church  membership 
Committee  Item:  GJ160-705.1-N 
Petition: 
30375-GJ-705.1-D,Pg.  719 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  33;  Against:  20;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1554-NonDis 
Subject:  GCOM  study 
advisability  of  changing 
jurisdictional  structure 

Committee  Item: 
GJ190-NonDis-N 
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Petition: 

31739-GJ-NonDis-O,  Pg.  772 
Membership:  92;  Present:  56; 
For:  38;  Against:  17;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

(  I  Concurrence  (  )  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


1555-702 

Subject:  Proeram  agencies  shall 
not  make  declarations  in 
counter  to  UMC  mission  or 
doctrine 

Committee  Item:  GJ200-702-N 
Petition: 

31874-GJ-702-D,  Pg.  1334 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  35;  Against:  19;  Not  Voting:  4; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  1  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1197-NonDis 

Subject:  GBGM  will  cooperate 

with  other  denominations  in 

proclaiming  the  gospel 

throughout  the  world 

Committee  Item: 

GM17-NonDis-N 

Petition: 


31018-GM-1301-D,  Pg.  865 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  85; 
For:  66;  Against:  1 9;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1384-633.1 

Subject:  Add  two  local  pastors 
as  observers  to  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Committee  Item:  HE225-633.1-N 
Petition: 

30186-HE-633.1-D,  Pg.  1006 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  78;  Against:  16;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1385-635.3 

Subject:  Delete  "sex"  add 

"color,  social  status,  etc." 

Committee  Item:  HE232-635.3-N 
Petition: 

30645-HE-635.3-D,  Pg.  1008 
Membership:  108;  Present:  95; 
For:  82;  Against:  1 3;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 


The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

1  )  Concurrence  (  |  Nonconcurrence  Dale    / 


1388-3652 

Subject:  Lengthen  time  for 
associate  members  to  meet 
transition  requirements 

Committee  Item:  HE249-365.2-N 
Petition: 

30090-HE-365.2-D,  Pg.  989 
Membership:  108;  Present:  97; 
For:  77;  Against:  15;  Not  Voting:  5; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale    / 


1389-306.4 

Subject:  Remove  fidelity'  and 

celibacv 

Committee  Item:  HE256-306.4-N 
Petition: 

31458-HE-306.4-D,  Pg.  948 
Membership:  108;  Present:  90; 
For:  78;  Against:  12;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

( )  Concurrence  ( ]  Nonconcurrence  Due   I 


Consent  Calendar  A07 


1563-603.8 

Subject:  Annual  conference  may 

designate  person  as  the 

chancellor 

Committee  Item:  CO89-603.8-A 
Petition: 

30091-CO-603.8-D,  Pg.  176 
Membership:  89;  Present:  79; 
For:  64;  Against:  12;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/8 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows:  At  the  end  of 


the  first  sentence,  delete  "bar  of  the  state" 
and  insert  "appropriate  bar  or  bars  in  the 
episcopal  area." 

[  ]  Concurrence  ( )  NonconcurreiKe  Dale   / 


1564-2401 

Subject:  Continue  membership 
in  World  Methodist  Council 

Committee  Item:  1C88-2401-C 
Petition: 
31586-IC-2401-D.  Pg.  1420 


Membership:  73;  Present:  39; 
For:  37;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/9 

The   Committee   recommends   concur- 
rence. 

(  )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   / 


Consent  Calendar  CO? 


1565-NonDis 

Subject:  Include  "Grace  Upon 

Grace"  in  BoResolutions 


Committee  Item:  F073-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31379-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  96 


Membership:  1 16;  Present:  99; 
For:  88;  Against:  10;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/5 
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The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  )  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1566-65  G 

Subject:  Keep  present  language 

regarding  homosexuality  and 

same  gender  unions  in  Book  of 

Discipline 

Committee  Item:  F082-65.G-N 

Petitions: 

30237-FO-65.G-D,  Pg.  489; 

30699-FO-30-C,  Pg.  473; 

31038-FO-65.C-D,Pg.  543 
Membership:  116;  Present:  112; 
For:  109;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1567-NonDis 

Subject:  Renew  support  that 

scripture  take  precedent  in  the 

quadrilateral. 

Committee  Item: 
F0131-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
30661-FO-NonDis-O,  Pg.  534 
Membership:  1 16;  Present:  99; 
For:  95;  Against:  3;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[ )  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1568-304 

Subject:  Amend  304  to  remove 
reference  to  homosexuality  or 
marriage 

Committee  Item:  FOI36-304-N 
Petition: 

31981-FO-304-D,Pg.  1889 
Membership:  116;  Present:  116; 
For:  115;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  1; 
Date:  5/8 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1569-2628.1 

Subject:  Requirement  to  answer 

all  objections 

Committee  Item:  GJ 109-2628. 1-N 
Petitions: 

30399-GJ-2628.2-D,  Pg.  771; 

30400-GJ-2628.3-D,  Pg.  771; 

30717-GJ-2628-D,  Pg.  768; 


30801-GJ-2628-D,Pg.  770; 

31859-GJ-2628.1-D,?g.  1338; 

31861-GJ-2628.1-D,Pg.  1339; 

31862-GJ-2628.2-D,Pg.  1339 
Membership:  92;  Present:  70; 
For:  70;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


Committee  Item: 
GM54-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30677-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  870 
Membership:  113;  Present:  103; 
For:  1 0 1 ;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   /  ( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1570-702.8 

Subject:  UM  agencies  only  give 
money  to  groups  that  openly 
profess  Jesus  as  Savior 

Committee  Item:  GJ155-702.8-N 
Petition: 
30948-GJ-702.8-D,  Pg.  716 
Membership:  92;  Present:  58; 
For:  58;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1571-NonDis 

Subject:  Connectional  Process 

Team  Report  (pp.5-21) 

Committee  Item: 
GJ162-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

31995-GJ-NonDis-O 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  80;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  2; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1572-NonDis 

Subject:  Connectional  Process 

Team  Report  (pp.1-5) 

Committee  Item: 
GJ163-NonDis-N 
Petition: 
31994-GJ-NonDis-O 
Membership:  92;  Present:  82; 
For:  82;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/10 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


1574-NonDis 

Subject:  Move  GBGM  out  of 
NY  to  a  location  at  least  200 
miles  removed  and  completed  by 
6/01/2001 
Committee  Item: 
GM55-NonDis-N 
Petition: 

30676-GM-NonDis-O,  Pg.  870 
Membership:  1 13;  Present:  103; 
For:  101;  Against:  2;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/6 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 


1575-409.1 

Subject:  No  mandatory 
retirement  for  bishops 

Committee  Item:  HE32I-409.1-N 
Petition: 

31495-HE-409.1-D,Pg.  992 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/1 1 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1576-414.3 

Subject:  Broaden  bishops' 

doctrinal  responsibilities 

Committee  Item:  HE322-414.3-N 
Petition: 

30015-HE-414.3-D,Pg.  998 
Membership:  108;  Present:  71; 
For:  71;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/11 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 


( ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Dale   /  [  ]  Concurrence  [ )  Nonconcurrence  Date  / 


1573-NonDis 

Subject:  Move  GBGM  to  Dallas, 

Texas  by  6/01/2002 


1577-2401 

Subject:  UMC  role  in  World 
Metnodist  Council  moves  UMC 
closer  to  global  ministry 
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Committee  Item:  IC87-2401-N 
Petition: 

31587-IC-2401-D,  Pg.  1098 
Membership:  73;  Present:  39; 
For:  36;  Against:  0;  Not  Voting:  3; 
Date:  5/9 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 


[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 

1578-277.1 

Subject:  Add  a  Service  of 

Dedicaton 

Committee  Item:  LC36-277.1-N 
Petition: 


30898-LC-277.1-D,  Pg.  1135 
Membership:  98;  Present:  83; 
For:  67;  Against:  1 6;  Not  Voting:  0; 
Date:  5/5 

The  Committee  recommends  Noncon- 
currence. 

[  ]  Concurrence  [  ]  Nonconcurrence  Date   / 
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Proceedings  of  the  2000  General  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Corrections 

DCA,p.  2268,  column  1 ,  paragraph  3: 
MICHAEL  B.  WATSON  should  read 
B.  MICHAEL  WATSON. 

DCA,  P.  2270,  Column  1,  headline: 
Tuesday  Afternoon  May  9,  2000 
should  read  Wednesday  Afternoon 
May  10,  2000. 

DCA,  p. 2274.  column  2,  paragraph  I : 
BISHOP  LOONEY  should  read 
BISHOP  MUTTI. 

DCA,  p.  2274,  column  2,  paragraph  5: 
BISHOP  LOONEY  should  read 
BISHOP  MUTTI. 


-  (Continued  from  page  2274) 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  thai\k  you 
very  much.  We  need  to  vote  in  order  on 
these  three  items.  The  Stepher^on 
amendment  to  the  amendment  is  be- 
fore you  first.  This  would  amend  the 
Ervin  amendment.  If  you  support  the 
Stephenson  amendment,  you'd  press  1; 
if  not,  press  2.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  251;  No,  652]  And  it 
fails. 

What's  before  you  now  is  the  Ervin 
amendment  to  the  main  motion.  If 
you're  ready  to  vote,  press  1  if  you  fa- 
vor the  amendment;  2  if  you  do  not. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  282;  No,  635]  And  this  amendment 
fails  also. 

What's  before  you  is  the  main  motion. 
It  comes  with  recommendation  from 
the  committee  as  amended.  We're 
ready  to  move  to  the  vote  now.  If  you 
are  ready  to  vote,  please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  /Yes,  784;  No,  144}  And 
you've  approved  this  recommenda- 
tion. Thank  you. 

We  turn  to  Willard  Douglas.  (Pause) 
We  are  receiving  reports  from  the  com- 
mittee. We  have  another  item,  and  Mr. 
Douglas  will  direct  you  to  the  proper 
place. 

WILLARD  H.  DOUGLAS  (Virginia) 
Bishop  Mutti,  members  of  the  General 
Conference,  page  2093,  Calendar  Item 
1191,  Petition  31329;  the  text  is  found  on 
page  780  of  the  Advance  DCA.  The  legis- 
lative committee  voted  nonconcur- 
rence,  because  if  we  leave  here  with  The 
Book  of  Discipline,  we  will  have  affirmed 
the   judicial    administration    process. 


And  therefore,  because  of  the  vague- 
ness of  this  petition,  the  committee 
voted  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  calendar 
item  is  before  you  from  committee,  the 
recommendation  is  nonconcurrence. 
Do  you  wish  to  debate  it?  I  see  no  cards. 
I  take  it  you  are  ready  to  vote.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  820; 
No,  62]  And  you  have  supported  the 
recommendation  of  nonconcurrence. 
All  right,  we  turn  to  the  committee 
again  for  another  motion. 

KATHI  AUSTIN  MAHLE  (Minne- 
sota): Thank  you  Bishop;  General  Con- 
ference members.  We  have  another 
constitutional  amendment  that  we 
need  to — 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  You  may  want  to 
identify  yourself,  so  everyone  will 
know  you. 

MAHLE:  Excuse  me? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  You  may  want  to 
identify  yourself .  . . 

MAHLE:  Oh,  I'm  sorry!  I'm  Kathi 
Austin  Mahle,  and  I'm  from  the  great 
state  of  Minnesota 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  That's  'cause  I  did- 
n't know  how  to  pronounce  your  name, 
that's  why  I  asked  you  to  do  it. 

(Laughter) 

MAHLE:  Thanks!  I  invite  you  to  turn 
to  page  2093,  Item  No.  1192.  This  is 
found  on  . .  .  this  is  Petition  30806.  It's 
found  in  your  DCA  on  page  705.  This 
has  to  do  with  Article  3  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  we  recommend  concurrence 
as  amended. before  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  it's  prop- 
erly before  you  from  the  committee. 
The  recommendation  is  concurrence 
with  an  amendment.  You  wish  to  speak 
to  it?  Green  card,  mic  3. 

STREIFF:  Kathi,  I  think  there  is  a  mis- 
print in  the  DCA.  We  traced  the  word 
formerly  also  ...  in  our  amendment. 

MAHLE:  That's  correct.  Please  scratch 
the  word  formerly.  Please  delete  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  you'll  note 
that  correction.  Anyone  else  wish  to 
speak  to  it?  This  is  a  constitutional  mat- 
ter, so  it  takes  two-thirds.  The  recom- 
mendation is  concurrence  as  amended. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 


[Yes,  865;  No,  32]  And  you  have  ap- 
proved it  with  the  needed  majority. 

MAHLE:  Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you,  Kathi. 

DANIEL  SOLIZ  (Rio  Grande):  The 
next  item  is  on  page  2093,  Calendar 
Item  1 1 93;  it's  found  on  page  1 891  of  the 
DCA.  The  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee is  for  concurrence,  in  order  to 
make  the  disciplinary  language  consis- 
tent with  what  is  actually  occurring. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  it's  before 
you,  recommendation  of  concurrence. 
Do  you  wish  to  debate?  I  see  no  cards. 
We  are  ready  to  vote.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  887;  No,  10]  And 
you  have  approved  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Danny  do  you  have 
another  one  now?  You're  not  going  to 
do  1 194,  all  right.  Have  any  more  for  the 
committee?  All  right.  Danny  Soliz. 

SOLIZ:  I'm  sorry.  Bishop.  On  p.  2093, 
Calendar  Item  1194,  it's  p.  714.  The  rec- 
ommendation of  the  committee  is  for 
concurrence.  I'm  sorry,  nonconcur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  It  is  printed  "non- 
concurrence"  and  that  is  the  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee.  You 
wish  to  debate  it?  Yellow  card,  go  to 
Mike  6.  Go  to  Mike  5. 

SHIRLEY  PARRIS  (New  York):  I  hate 
to  be  a  nick-picker  but,  that  was  just 
moved  to  the  consent  calendar. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  your  point 
is  well  taken.  If  it's  approved,  we  don't 
need  to  do  it  again,  I  take  it.  All  right, 
Christine,  you  want  to  set  the  scene  for 
these  next  two? 

CHRISTINE  HARMAN  (Kentucky): 
Thank  you,  the  next  item,  before  we  can 
hear  that,  there  is  according  to  General 
Conference  rules,  I  believe,  there  is  a  re- 
port that  is  to  be  heard  before  this  next 
item  can  be  presented.  On  Calendar 
Item  1195,  and  that  is  a  report  from  a 
representative  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries.  I  would  ask  that  we  give 
attention  to  Dr.  Carolyn  Johnson. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  Dr.  John- 
son. 

Research  Plan 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church 

CAROLYN  JOHNSON  (North  Indi- 
ana): Thank  you,  Bishop,  and  all  mem- 
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bers  of  the  General  Conference.  I  would 
call  your  attention  in  your  Advance 
DC  A,  p.  595.  P.  595.  This  is  report  no.  4 
from  theCeneral  Council  on  Ministries. 
And  it  relates  to  a  proposal  for  the  "Re- 
search Plan  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church."  The  General  Council  on  Min- 
istries is  proposing  a  comprehensive  re- 
search plan  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  consistent  with  the  disciplin- 
ary responsibility  to  give  oversight,  to 
evaluate  the  needs,  to  set  goals,  plan 
strategies,  and  to  coordinate  planning 
and  research  for  the  denomination.  You 
may  be  aware  that  many  of  the  institu- 
tions within  the  denomination  and 
many  of  the  general  agencies,  each  have 
a  separate  research  office.  What  we 
have  tended  to  find  is  that  often  times 
during  the  search  it  is  not  coordinated 
or  that  the  research  is  not  disseminated 
as  widely  as  might  be  helpful  for  the  en- 
tire denomination.  So  we're  proposing 
four  items.  Those  four  items  you  will 
find  beginning  on  p.  596. 

The  first  one  is  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Research  and  Planning, 
and  that  committee  then  would  have 
the  responsibilities  for  determining  the 
needs  for  denominational  publication, 
to  publish  results  from  research  that 
happens  about  other  denominations 
but  that  happens  outside  the  denomi- 
nation, to  look  at  methodologies  for 
United  Methodist  opinion  panels,  to 
maintain  international  demographic 
profile  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  other  items  as  you  see 
listed. 

The  second  major  part  of  that  re- 
search plan  would  include  a  United 
Methodist  "Forum  for  the  Future,"  and 
you  will  see  that  on  p.  597. 

Firully,  the  last  two  would  be  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  Office  of 
Research,  which  is  currently  in  place 
but  this  offers  a  little  more  detail  about 
how  that  office  could  function  in  the 
next  quadrennium.  And  finally,  the 
piece  that  you  might  find  the  most  ex- 
citing would  be  item  #4,  which  is  the 
United  Methodist  Central  Conference 
Forum  on  Research.  One  of  the  issues 
that  continually  is  facing  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  faces  the  de- 
nomination is  that  oftentimes  we  base 
many  of  our  decisions  without  ade- 
quately done  research  prior  to  doing 
that.  And  particularly,  if  we  begin  to 
look  at  the  myriad  of  issues  that  face 
central  conferences,  one  might  be, 
"How  does  the  church  address  issues  in 
a  closed  communist  society?"  When  we 
look  in  situations  of  the  Africa  Central 


Conference,  what  are  the  needs  for 
leadership  as  we  look  at  a  post-war  sit- 
uation? As  we  look  in  Asia,  what  does  it 
mean  to  develop  leadership,  as  we  look 
at  global  economic  structures?  And  so 
the  ability  to  have  a  coordinated  and 
collaborative  research  project  that  is  de- 
veloped within  the  denomination 
where  we  can  share  and  use  those  re- 
sources. 

This  is  a  research  plan  that  would 
have  funding  implications  and  so 
therefore,  even  though  the  legislative 
committee  overwhelmingly  did  agree 
to  it,  it  would  not  appear  on  the  consent 
calendar,  so  this  is  the  report  and  if  you 
have  questions,  I  would  be  glad  to  re- 
spond to  those. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  are  there 
questions?  I  see  no  cards.  Committee 
wish  to  put  it  before  us? 

JOHN  COOKE  (Western  New  York): 
This  is  on  p.  2093,  Calendar  Item  1195, 
Petition  31392.  Our  legislative  commit- 
tee recommends  concurrence  with  ref- 
erence to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  it  is  before 
you  with  the  recommendation  of  con- 
currence, if  you  pass  it,  it'll  be  referred 
to  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion. Is  there  a  debate.  Yes.  Pink  card. 
Mikel. 

EWING  WERLEIN,  JR.  (Texas):  I 
think  all  of  us  would  support  the  idea  of 
research  and  being  well  informed.  We 
should  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  a 
half-million  dollar  item  which  1  take  it 
is  not  in  the  budget  that  we  have  re- 
ceived from  GCFA,  is  that  correct,  Mr. 
Chairman? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  We  will  ask  the 
committee. 

COOKE:  That  information  is  on  p. 
599.  General  Counsel  on  Ministries  will 
provide  funds  of  approximately 
5257,000,  from  its  2001-2004  quadren- 
nial project.  And  then  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  necessary  additional 
funds  for  this  research  plan  of  $475,000 
be  provided  by  action  of  the  2000  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

Funding  for  Research  Debated 

WERLEIN:  That  is  the  half-million 
dollars  in  round  figures  that  I  had  no- 
ticed and  it  seems  to  me  that  given  the 
numbers  of  items  that  we  are  already 
asking  GCFA  to  examine  in  the  millions 
of  dollars,  over  and  above  the  0-0- 1  -2% 
increase  that  GCFA  has  recommended 
at  the  outset,  we  need  at  some  point  to 
begin    to    bring    some    disciplinary 


thought  to  our  voting  and  I'd  rather 
suspect  that  the  kind  of  research  that 
we  need  to  do  at  our  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences  and  at  the  general 
church  can  be  done  at  the  established 
church,  conference,  and  general  boards 
and  agencies  with  the  other  appor- 
tioned funds  that  we  are  expected  to 
vote  for  them.  1  would  be  inclined  to 
think  that  this  might  be  one  of  those  ar- 
eas where  we  could  begin  to  take  note 
of  how  much  more  we're  adding  to  this 
budget.  Instead  of  going  up  3.5%  over 
the  quadrennium,  if  we  do  all  of  the 
things  that  are  being  proposed,  that  I 
understand  are  between  $50-70  million, 
we  will  be  talking  about  increased  ap- 
portionments of  15%  and  20%  and 
those  conferences  under  the  new  pro- 
posed plan  that  are  expecting  to  have 
no  apportionments  or  reduced  appor- 
tionments are  not  going  to  have  any  re- 
ductions. Other  conferences  are  going 
to  have  staggering  increases.  I  would 
suggest  we  vote  no  on  this  one. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Speech  against. 
Anyone  wish  to  speak  for  concurrence. 
I  see  only  one  card.  Green  card,  no, 
no — do  you  wish  to  speak,  come  to 
Mike  2 

JAMES  A.  HARNISH:  (Florida)  Cur- 
rently praying  to  St.  Jude,  the  patron 
saint  of  lost  and  hopeless  causes.  But  1 
would  move  an  amendment,  brothers 
and  sister,  on  page  599. 1  would  move  to 
amend  so  that  the  center  paragraph  in 
that  column  would  read  "the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  will  provide 
hjnding  from  its  2001  to  2004  quadren- 
nial budget,"  period,  and  delete  every- 
thing else.  And  the  motion  for  the 
amendment. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  Right!  Is  it  sec- 
onded? Do  you  wish  to  sp>eak  to  it? 

HARNISH:  I  think  the  brother  here 
spoke  to  it.  Somewhere,  somebody  has 
got  to  decide  how  much  we  are  going  to 
pay  for  and  this  seems  to  be  within  the 
mission  and  purpxsse  of  GCOM.  Sur- 
prisingly, that  will  continue  to  exist, 
and  it  ought  to  be  funded  there. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  the 
Hamish  amendment  is  before  you  any- 
one wish  to  speak  against  it.  I  take  it  you 
are  ready  to  vote?  The  Hamish  Amend- 
ment is  before  you,  please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes.  589;  No,  290] 
And  it  carries  and  you  have  amended 
the  main  motion  that  comes  from  the 
committee  then.  We  are  back  to  the 
main  motion  as  it  is  amended.  We  had 
one  speech  for  and  one  against,  but 
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now  we  have  a  different  motion.  Yes, 
over  here,  mike  1 . 

AMY  TWIGG  (Western  Pennsylva- 
nia): Bishop,  as  I  hear  what  is  before  us 
currently,  1  ask  us  to  think  about  four 
years  ago,  when  indeed  we  made  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  mission  on  the  church, 
and  how  this  particular  motion  that's 
before  us,  would  ask  our  general  coun- 
cil and  ministries  to,  indeed,  look  about 
its  life,  our  life,  the  life  and  mission  in 
reestablishing  our  identity  under  God's 
call,  when  we  have  recently  done  that 
in  the  last  four  years.  Why  that  would 
need  to  be  done  in  a  redundant  way,  I 
cannot  understand.  Also  we  just  gave 
to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  the 
remainder  of  the  work  of  the  CPT  folks 
and  all  that  was  before  us  from  the  com- 
mittee that  worked  on  that  at  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  and  we  don't  even 
know,  I  don't  think  we  made  that  deci- 
sion yet,  whether  the  GCOM  will  con- 
tinue to  exist.  So  I  am  not  in  favor  of  the 
main  motion. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  speech 
against.  Anyone  wish  to  speak  for  it? 
The  pink  card  in  the  back.  Come  to 
mike  8  please. 

Need  for  Research  Defended 

DAVID  SEVERE  (Oklahoma):  I 
would  like  to  point  out  for  those  of  us 
who  work  at  annual  conference  levels 
and  work  with  local  churches,  the  re- 
search part  of  this  is  very  important. 
Right  now  we  have  a  lot  of  scattered  re- 
search going  on.  It  would  help  us  at  the 
annual  conference  level  and  working 
with  the  local  churches,  if  this  were  en- 
acted so  that  there  could  be  a  focus  of 
the  research  of  the  entire  denomina- 
tion. So  I  would  be  in  favor  of  us  ap- 
proving this  even  though  we  may  have 
crippled  it  with  our  last  vote.  I  would 
support  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  two  for 
and  two  against.  Yes,  mike  1. 

ELIZABETH  FENNER  (Missouri 
West):  I  have  a  question.  If  this  is  ap- 
proved, would  this  research  plan  re- 
place the  research  that  is  being  done  by 
such  agencies  as  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Do  you  want  to 
speak  to  it?  Carolyn. 

COOKE:  No  this  coordinates  that. 
This  is  a  part  of  the  regular  work  of  the 
general  conference  ministries,  this  re- 
search. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  main  mo- 
tion is  before  you.  We  could  put  the 


vote,  under  your  rules,  if  you  wish  to  do 
so.  We  can  have  one  more  speech.  The 
Green  card.  All  right,  maybe  you  need 
to  go  to  a  mike  to  do  it,  so  that  every- 
body will  hear  the  motion.  Mike  three. 

TIMOTHY  MCCLENDON  (South 
Carolina):  I  wish  to  move  the  previous 
question. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Is  there  a  second? 
The  previous  question  is  moved,  if  you 
favor  it,  it  takes  two  thirds  to  pass  it. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  780;  No,  102]  And  you  have  or- 
dered the  previous  question  and  will 
proceed  to  vote  then  on  the  amended 
motion  that  comes  from  the  committee. 
Does  the  committee  wish  a  final  Word. 

COOKE:  I  yield  to  Dr.  Carolyn  John- 
son for  our  final  word. 

JOHNSON:  Members  of  the  General 
Conference  I  really  would  urge  you  to 
vote  for  this.  I  cannot  tell  you  how 
many  times  I  personally,  and  I  think  all 
of  you  have  had  situations  where  you 
have  been  in  committee  meetings  or 
you  have  been  in  situations  and  you  all, 
many  of  you,  have  said  this  phrase,  "If 
only  I  had  more  information."  But  as 
we  live  in  a  information  society,  and  as 
we  try  very  hard  to  make  sure  that  we 
do  do  informed  decision  making,  it  is 
helpful  to  depend  upon  and  to  utilize 
the  research  that  is  available  from  the 
variety  of  places  that  we  have  in  the  de- 
nomination, as  well  as  beginning  to 
tackle  critical  issues  and  questions  and 
doing  appropriate  research  so  that  we 
can  indeed  have  that  information.to 
make  our  decisions  so  that  they  are  well 
founded,  but  more  importantly  so  that 
they  bring  new  meaning,  so  that  what 
we  do  is  to  make  a  difference  as  the  de- 
nomination as  we  live  out  our  lives  in 
this  world.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  we  are 
ready  to  vote,  please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  And  you  have  concurred 
with  the  committee  as  you  have 
amended  it.  [Yes,  616;  No,  298]  All 
Right! 

HARMAN:  I  direct  the  General  Con- 
ference's attention  to  page  21 58  consent 
Calendar  Item  1 379.  And  under  the  pre- 
vious rule  I  just  mentioned  a  moment 
ago  at  this  time  I  would  call  Sam  Wynn 
to  give  information  about  this  item. 

Report  on 
National  UM  Native  American  Center 

WYNN:  Bishop,  at  the  1996  General 
Conference,  GCOM  was  mandated  to 
provide  a  coordinating  role  for  an  inter- 
agency report  for  the  National  United 


Methodist  Native  American  Center.  In 
September  of  1998,  GCOM,  along  with 
the  directors  of  the  board  of  NUMNAC, 
prepared  projected  budgets  and  fund- 
ing processes  based  on  the  ministry  of 
this  center  for  the  21"  century.  And  after 
these  projections  were  put  together 
there  was  cor\sultation  that  took  place 
with  GCF&A  as  well  as  with  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in 
addition  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  results  of  the  consulta- 
tion brought  about  a  review  of  the  min- 
istry   for   the   center    for   the   quad- 
rennium,  enabling  the  center  to  project 
where  its  vision  would  be  for  the  fu- 
ture. And  in  light  of  those  projected 
ministries  and  funding  requests,  a  re- 
newed   funding    proposal    was    pre- 
sented    to     the     Board     of    Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  GCF&A,  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  well 
as  to  BHEM.  And  as  a  result  of  that,  we 
bring  this  petition  to  you  for  support  of 
the  National  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Center  for  the  new  quadren- 
nium.  Bishop,  I  would  encourage  the 
conference  to  remember  that  this  is  a 
center  that  is  supported  by  the  entire 
church.  And  we  have  finally  moved  to 
the  level  in  the  church  where  its  becom- 
ing a  inter-agency  center  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recruiting,  training,  employing, 
and  engaging  Native  American  minis- 
tries in  our  denomination. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  thank  you 
for  the  report.  Turn  to  the  committee  for 
recommendations. 

HARMAN:  Thank  you.  Bishop.  The 
committee  is  recommending  concur- 
rence as  amended  as  follows.  In  addi- 
tion to  that  which  had  been  previously 
published,  a  detailed  budget  has  been 
attached  and  that  is  on  the  next  page,  on 
p.  2159.  We  recommend  concurrence  as 
amended  with  referral  to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  Calendar 
Item  1379  is  before  you.  Recommenda- 
tion is  concurrence  as  amended.  Do  you 
wish  to  discuss  it?  Pink  card,  I  don't 
know  which  one  you're  closest  to.  You 
head  to  one  and  I'll  have  one  turned  on. 
Mikel. 

JOE  P.  PEABODY  (North  Georgia): 
My  understanding  is  that  we  have 
around  9,000  Native  American  United 
Methodists  and  if  my  addition  is  cor- 
rect, with  this  proposal  we  will  cur- 
rently be  funding  something  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1 .5  million  for  minis- 
tries for  these  9,000  persons.  I'll  be  quite 
frank  to  say  I'm  confused.  I'm  not  sure 
how  I  explain  this  to  the  folks  at  home. 
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if  we  agree  to  this  kind  of  recommenda- 
tion. 1  need  some  help  from  the  chair  of 
the  committee  that  will  give  us  a  ratio- 
nale that  makes  this  understandable. 

BISHOP  MUTTI;  All  right,  1  under- 
stand that  is  a  sp>eech  against.  Maybe 
you'll  get  some  clarification  as  we  con- 
tinue the  debate.  Is  there  someone  who 
wishes  to  speak  for  it?  Yellow  card  in 
the  back,  the  one  that  was  seated.  I  saw 
the  yellow  card  of  the  person  seated. 
That's  what  the  rules  say  but  we  really 
can't  see  you  back  there.  Mike  8. 

LUCILLE  VANZANT  (Oklahoma): 
Thank  you.  Bishop  Fritz  because  many 
of  the  bishops  have  not  seen  in  the  back, 
but  thank  you  for  your  foresightedness. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  State  your  name.  I 
know  it  but  not  everybody  does. 

VANZANT:  I  rise  to  speak  for  this 
center  because  too  long  have  we  put  a 
dollar  sign  on  people.  We  have  inter- 
preters that  are  interpreting  to  maybe 
only  three  people,  but  they  are  God's 
children,  just  like  these  9,000,  if  that's  all 
it  is.  And  we  have  more  than  that  in 
Oklahoma.  They  are  God's  people  and 
we  can't  put  a  price  on  ministering  to 
God's  p>eople.  And  I  just  want  to  thank 
the  conference  for  remembering  that 
we  have  brothers  and  sisters  that  don't 
equal  the  number  of  the  majority.  But 
thank  God  you're  with  us!  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you.  A 
speech  in  favor.  We've  had  one  in  favor 
and  one  against.  Does  anyone  else  wish 
to  speak?  Any  further  word?  Mr.  Wil- 
liam— hold  on  a  minute,  I  see  a  green 
card  here  at  mike  4.  You  wish  to  speak 
against?  Come  and  state  your  position. 

PHYLUS  S.  FERGUSON  (Pacific 
Northwest):  Earlier  in  this  conference 
we  did  a  very  emotional  (for  me,  that  is) 
act  of  repentance  for  our  sins  against 
slavery.  I'm  not  a  very  emotional  per- 
son and  those  who  know  me,  I  don't  cry 
very  easily.  But  I  cried  that  evening,  be- 
cause while  we  were  repenting  for  slav- 
ery, I  was  also  thinking  of  what  we  have 
done  for  the  indigenous  people  of 
America  and  for  other  immigrants  who 
came  early  in  the  life  of  this  country.  A 
million  dollars  for  9,000  people  is  not 
very  much,  especially  when  those  of 
you,  and  perhajjs  I  would  include  my- 
self, have  so  much.  And  as  a  previous 
speaker,  Lucille,  said  "If  we're  going  to 
be  in  nninistry  to  people  who  need  for 
us  to  minister  with  them,  then  we  need 
to  put  our  money  where  our  mouth  is." 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  a  speech  in 
favor.  We  can  take  one  opposed  if 


someone  wishes  to  sp>eak  in  opposition. 
If  not,  then  we'll  move  to  the  question. 
Sam  Wynn,  do  you  wish  to  speak? 

WYNN:  Thank  you.  Bishop.  I  would 
like  to  clarify  some  statistical  data  m 
reference  to  numbers.  I  would  like  to 
point  out  that  in  1982  there  were  15,000 
Native  American  persons  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  In  2000  there 
are  over  19,000.  In  1982  there  were  five 
persons  who  were  in  seminary.  Today 
we  have  over  40.  In  1 982  there  were  1 60 
ministries.  Today  we  have  over  2(X).  In 
1982  there  were  less  than  30  persons  or- 
dained as  elders  in  The  United  Method- 
ist Church.  Today,  there  are  over  60. 
And  the  list  can  go  on.  I  would  say  to 
this  conference  that  this  center  is  mak- 
ing a  difference.  People's  lives  are  being 
transformed  and,  unless  my  statistics 
are  wrong,  we  have  more  Native  Amer- 
ican p)ersons  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  than  any  other  Protestant 
church  in  the  U.S. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  thank  you. 
I  think  you're  ready  to  vote.  It's  Calen- 
dar Item  1 379.  If  you  pass  this,  it'll  be  re- 
ferred automatically  for  financial 
considerafion.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  (Yes.  816;  No,  109]  And 
you  have  approved.  Now  the  chair 
wants  to  renege  on  the  point  of  order 
awhile  ago.  Is  that  what  you  were 
gonna  do  also?  You  remember  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session  the  coordina- 
tor of  the  calendar  lifted  items  from 
consideration  from  the  Consent  Calen- 
dar. (Dne  of  those  was  Calendar  Item 
1 194.  Point  of  order  was  raised  saying  it 
was  on  the  Consent  Calendar.  In  fact, 
we  had  removed  it  at  the  beginning  of 
this  session,  so  I  think  it  can  be  put  for- 
ward to  the  conference  at  this  time.  Mr. 
Soliz,  do  you  want  to  do  that  at  this 
time?  Do  you  want  to  do  it?  I'm  saying 
if  you  want  to  put  1 1 94  before  us.  That's 
the  one  that  we  started  to  have  Mr.  Soliz 
present  and  then  there  was  a  f>oint  of 
order  and  I  erred  on  that. 

Uniting  Date  Debated 

HARMAN:  Okay.  All  right,  it  is  Cal- 
endar Item  1 194,  p.  2093,  Petition  30088 
found  on  p.  714  of  the  Advance  DC  A. 
The  committee  recommends  noncon- 
currence. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  if  s  prop- 
erly before  you  then.  Do  you  wish  to 
discuss  it?  Yellow  card,  come  to  mike  4. 
It's  green,  isn't  it? 

ARDITH  ALLREAD  (California-Ne- 
vada): Earlier  in  the  conference  we  had 
asked  presenters  to  give  us  a  brief  state- 


ment for  their  rationale.  It  doesn't  have 
to  be  a  speech,  but  a  statement  would,  I 
think,  help  us  to  know  how  to  vote. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  One  of  the  things 
that's  confusing  for  us  right  now  be- 
cause part  of  that  motion  was  also  not  to 
do  that  if  there  were  a  certain  nu  mber  of 
persons.  But  if  you'd  like  to  have  it  per- 
haps we  could  have  the  committee  p>er- 
son  address  it.  Do  you  want  to  give  us  a 
brief  word  on  that  Christine? 

HARMAN:  The  rafionale  was  that  it 
would  keep  us  closest  to  the  day  of  unit- 
ing and  that  was  the  date  that  was  re- 
ferred to. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  one  of  you 
with  the  green  card.  Mike  4. 

JOSHUA  A.  ELLIOTT  (West  Ohio): 
Perhaps  I'm  sfill  confused  on  the  issue, 
but  from  my  understanding  it  was  if 
there  were  ten  votes  against  anything, 
or  ten  votes  or  less,  then  it  was  left  on 
the  consent  calendar  and  not  off,  which 
would  mean  we  would  not  have  to  deal 
with  this  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  As  we  explained 
earlier  it  was  the  fime  factor  that  caused 
us  to  have  to  lift  that  today.  I  think  we 
can  deal  with  this  pretty  quickly.  Prob- 
ably faster  than  we  can  debate  whether 
or  not  it  should  be  on  the  consent  calen- 
dar. So  why  don't  we  let  us  put  the 
question  and  make  the  decision.  Any- 
body wish  to  speak  for  or  against 
changing  the  dale.  In  the  back,  come  to 
mike  7. 

(Pause) 

RILEY  CASE  (North  Indiana):  I  per- 
sonally would  like  to  mark  that  experi- 
ence which  initially  launched  us  as  a 
movement  May  24  and  I  would  prefer 
that  really  over  against  what  I  would 
call  a  union  date.  So  I  would  like  to  suf>- 
poTt  nonconcurrence  and  rather  the  pe- 
tition as  it  originally  was. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you.  A 
speech  against  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee.  Down  here  in  front. 
Mike  2. 

(Pause) 

NANCY  L.  DENARDO  (Western 
Penr\sylvania):  I  sat  in  this  subsection 
and  we  debated  many  different  dales, 
but  we  came  back  to  the  date  in  April 
based  on  the  wording  in  our  Bookof  Dis- 
cipline in  Section  268,  Heritage  Sunday, 
and  it  is  that,  "Heritage  Sunday  shall  be 
observed  on  April  23,  the  day  of  1968, 
when  The  United  Methodist  Church 
was  created  by  the  union  of  The  Evan- 
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gelical  United  Brethren  Church  and 
The  Methodist  Church."  And  the  rea- 
son being,  we  did  not  want  to  particu- 
larly lift  up  the  May  date  and  just 
Wesleyan  tradition  because  there  are  so 
many  heritages  of  our  church,  includ- 
ing our  black  churches,  that  we  felt 
could  be  encompassed  by  staying  with 
the  date  in  April. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  In  support 
of  the  committee's  recommendation  of 
nonconcurrence,  if  anyone  else  wishes 
to  speak,  we've  had  one  for  and  one 
agair\st.  All  right,  I  think  you're  ready 
to  vote.  The  recommendation  is  non- 
concurrence.  You  push  one  if  you  wish 
to  support  the  committee,  two  if  you  do 
not.  Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  754;  No,  135]  And  you've  sup- 
ported the  committee's  recommenda- 
tion. 

HARMON:  That  concludes  our  pre- 
sentation this  afternoon. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  If  the  com- 
mittee members  will  just  hold  here, 
maybe  take  a  seat.  This  is  going  to  take  a 
little  while,  I  think.  We've,  uh,  this  has 
been  pretty  easy.  It's  going  to  get  more 
complicated  now  because  we've  got  a 
report  from  the  Judicial  Council  as  you 
requested.  It's  got  several  implications 
to  it.  One  of  which  came  back  and  was 
considered  by  the  committee,  I  think, 
and  it's  the  chair's  understanding  that 
Mr.  Douglas  would  be  recognized  now 
to  submit  a  motion  for  reconsideration. 
(Pause)  You  want  to  read  the  ruling 
first?  All  right.  Well,  we  were  trying  to 
decide  what's  the  best  way  to  do  this 
and  we  don't  want  to  confuse  you.  The 
secretary  would  read  the  ruling  from 
Judicial  Council  and  maybe  Ms.  Mar- 
shall identify  the  petition  that  went  to 
the  Judicial  Council  so  that  we'll  know 
which  one  we're  responding  to. 

Judicial  Council  Rules 
"No  Vacancy"  on  Council 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  This  is  Ju- 
dicial Council  decision  No.  888.  It  is  the 
request  from  the  General  Conference 
for  a  declaratory  decision  on  the  mean- 
ing, application  and  effect  of  the  adof>- 
tion  of  Petition  31789  as  it  relates  to  the 
election  of  a  person  to  the  Judicial 
Council  to  fill  the  remaining  four  years 
of  an  existing  eight-year  term.  The  con- 
clusion to  which  the  Judicial  Council 
came  is  this.  The  General  Conference  by 
its  own  action  in  the  adoption  of  Peti- 
tion 31789  GJ  2602D  has  negated  the 
election  of  the  person  to  fill  the  remain- 
ing four  years  of  the  eight-year  term. 


BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  the  chair 
understands  the  ruling,  then  the  council 
has  declared  that  the  vacancy  was  not 
there  and  we  have  not,  uh,  we've  voted 
improperly.  Then  we  need  to  see  what 
we  do  next  and  we're  going  to  try  to  do 
that  wdth  this  motion  from  Mr.  Douglas. 

WILLARD  H.  DOUGLAS  (Virginia): 
Bishop  Mutti  and  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference.  I  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  Calendar  Item  623  and  I  will 
call  your  attention  to  page  1991  of  the 
DC  A.  The  corresponding  text  is  found 
in  the  Advance  DCA  on  page  733.  This 
is  a  motion  for  reconsideration.  If  I  get 
a  second.  Bishop,  I  would  like  to  speak 
to  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  I  hear  a 
second.  You  may  speak. 

Date  Legislation  Becomes  Effective 
Is  Questioned 

DOUGLAS:  On  May  9,  this  year, 
which  was  yesterday,  the  General  Con- 
ference adopted  that  Calendar  Item  623 
which  is  on  page  1991.  This  came  from 
the  General  and  Judicial  Administra- 
tive Legislative  Committee  which  re- 
moved the  mandatory  retirement  age. 
The  language  in  the  original  petition 
contains  the  language  that  the  petition 
shall  become  effective  upon  adoption. 
But  as  you  can  notice,  there  is  no  such 
language  on  page  733  of  the  Advance 
DCA  and  so,  therefore,  we  only  have 
one  copy  in  our  committee  and  the  item 
of  the  effective  date  was  not  given  to  the 
subcommittee  or  the  subcommittee  did 
not  deal  with  it,  nor  was  it  discussed  in 
the  plenary  of  the  legislative  commit- 
tee. And  so,  we  feel  that  it  would  be 
proper  for  us  to  reconsider  that  matter 
and  then  I  would  have  a  couple  of  other 
motions  which  would  rescind  it  and  to 
refer  it  back  to  the  Judicial.  .General  and 
Judicial  Administrative  Committee  to 
determine  what  should  be  the  effective 
date,  whether  it's  irrmiediate  or 
whether  it  would  apply  next  year. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  Mr. 
Douglas  did  vote  for  it,  it's  properly 
made.  Is  there  a  second  for  reconsidera- 
tion? All  right.  It  is  debatable.  Let's  hear 
what  the  house  has  to  say.  Question? 
All  right,  where  are  you?  Yes?  Green 
card,  go  to  mike  4. 

VANCE  SUMMERS  (West  Ohio): 
There  was  a  statement  printed  on  the 
petition  submitted  to  General  Confer- 
ence, not  in  the  DCA  but  on  the  petition 
subnutted.  Was  it  on  the  petition  form? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  You  want  to  an- 
swer? 


DOUGLAS:  It  was  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion that  came  to  us  at  the  subcommit- 
tee level,  but  it  was  not  reported,  and  so 
we  did  not  deal  with  it.  There  was — 

SUMMERS:  Let,  let  me  understand.  It 
was  on  the  petition,  but  you  failed  to  see 
it  and  to  read  it. 

DOUGLAS:  Well,  as  I  indicated,  I 
couldn't,  I  don't  remember  seeing  it. 

SUMMERS:  But  it  was  printed  on  the 
petition?  My  question  is,  was  it  on  the 
page? 

DOUGLAS:  I  have  not  seen  the— 

SUMMERS:  Was  it  on  the  page. 
Judge? 

DOUGLAS:  If  I  may  answer.  I  have 
not  seen  the  original  petition  since  this 
matter  came  up.  I've  seen  a  copy  of  it, 
and  it  is  printed  on  the  copy.  But  at  the 
time  of  the  work  of  the  subcommittee,  I 
can't  say  whether  it  was  there  or  not. 

SUMMERS:  My  understanding,  Mr. 
Chairperson,  is  that  the  petition  gives 
you  the  full — the  page  will  give  you  the 
full  text  of  the,  of  the — that  is  being  sub- 
mitted. And  that,  therefore,  it  should 
have  been  there.  It  may  have  been  an 
oversight,  and  I,  I  understand  how  that 
can  happen  because  we  often  do  not 
see.  I  don't  know  if  an  oversight  quali- 
fies for  us  to  re — to  coi\sider  reconsider- 
ation. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  AU  right.  Thank 
you.  Pink  card,  mike  4. 

JANET  ELLINGER  (Wisconsin):  I 
support  the  request  for  this  to  be  recon- 
sidered. If  that  information  had  been 
clear,  I  would  have  voted  differently.  I, 
I  think  it  needs  to  be  before  us  so  that  we 
know  clearly  the  effective  date  that  that 
would  come  into  action.  Our  confer- 
ence rules  otherwise  state  that  our  ac- 
tion comes  into  effect  on  January  1  the 
following  year.  We  have  had  an  elec- 
tion. We  have  carried  these  folks  up  be- 
fore us  and  celebrated  their  ministry 
and  gifts  before  us  that  they  will  bring 
to  the  Judicial  Council  and  I  think  this  is 
inexcusable. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes,  mike  1.  That 
one  in  supfwrt  of  referral. 

Judicial  Council  Election  Threatened 

EWING  WERLEIN  (Texas):  The 
question  and  answer  a  few  moments 
ago  about  whether  the  language  was  on 
the  page  sort  of  reminded  me  of  the  def- 
inition of  what  IS  is. 
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(Laughter) 

Apparently,  it  was  on  the  page  that 
the  committee  had  and  approved  and 
that  the  conference  has  adopted.  Now 
what  really  concerns  me  about  this  is 
that  it  appears  now  that  since  there  has 
been  an  election  and  since  there's  a 
member  of  the  Judicial  Council  who 
would  also  be  affected  in  terms  of  ten- 
ure, as  1  understand  it,  it  looks  to  me 
like  there's  now  some  after-the-fact 
possibility  of  manipulation  or  sec- 
ond-guessing about  this.  And  it  seenns 
to  me  that  we  should  not  after  the  fact 
undertake  to  change  the  action  of  the 
conference.  And  I  would  support  the 
vote  against  reconsideration.  Under- 
stand that  there  was  an  election  made 
when  we  thought  there  was  a  position. 
But  if  that,  if  we  reconsider  now  what 
we're  talking  about  doing,  is  also  re- 
moving a  person  from  the  Judicial 
Council.  And  so  there's  a  severe,  a  se- 
vere action  either  way  we  go.  And 
rather  than  try  now,  after  the  fact  to  de- 
cide it,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  go  and 
oppose  reconsideration,  since  we  in 
good  faith  already  adopted  it  without 
giving  consideration  to  any  political 
context  of  who  would  win  or  who 
would  not  win. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  Against 
reconsideration.  Lef  s  come  back  here 
to  the  green  card. 

ELAINE  W.  T.  STANOVSKY  (Pacific 
Northwest):  I'm  not  nearly  as  inter- 
ested in  what  was  on  the  page  as  I  am  in 
whether  or  not  the  delegates  knew 
what  they  were  voting  at  the  time  that 
we  voted.  I  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  legislative  committee,  that 
acted  upon  this.  The  legislative  com- 
mittee was  not  aware  in  our  delibera- 
tions that  this  special  time  provision 
was  in  this  petition.  The  legislative 
committee  has  asked  for  reconsidera- 
tion to  confirm  whether  or  not  the  dele- 
gates of  the  General  Conference 
intended  the  action  that  was  on  the 
page.  I  support  reconsideration. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  Thank 
you.  Someone  wish  to  sp>eak  against  re- 
consideration? Let's  come  over  here. 

RHETT  JACKSON  (South  Carolina): 
Bishop,  we're  a  little  confused.  If  we  do 
not  reconsider,  who  will  serve  on  the 
Judicial  Council? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  The  position  is  not 
vacant,  if  1  understand  the,  the  ruling  of 
the  Judicial  Council. 

JACKSON:  So  the  person— 


BISHOP  MUTTI:  And  we  would  have 
to  proceed  to  elect  alternates. 

JACKSON:  So  that  would  mean  the 
person  that  was  already  on  it  would  be 
the— 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  That's  what  the 
chair  understands. 

JACKSON:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes,  you  wish  to 
speak  for  it?  OK,  mike  4. 

MAC  BRANTLEY  (North  Georgia):  1 
think  the  question,  sir,  is  at  the  time  the 
vote  was  taken,  what  was  in  effect? 
When  the  vote  was  taken  for  the  elec- 
tion, what  did — were  we  going  by 
what's  in  the  Discipline  now?  Was  the 
action  that  was  taken  later!  Was  it  be- 
fore or  after  the  election? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Do  you  want  to 
speak  to  that,  Willard? 

DOUGLAS:  Yes.  The  vote  for  the  623, 
Calendar  Item  623  was  taken  after  the 
members  had,  the  persons  had  been 
elected  to  the  Judicial  Council. 

BRANTLEY:  So  that  when  the  elec- 
tions were  held,  it  was  in  order  accord- 
ing to  what  the  Discipline  states.  Is  that 
correct? 

DOUGLAS:  That  is  correct.  And  that 
was  the  instruction  to  the,  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  that  there  were  two  va- 
cancies for  a  full  eight-year  terms  and 
one  for  a  four-year  term.  And  we  voted 
5  to  623. 

BRANTLEY:  Then,  it  would  appear 
to  me  that  the  Discipline  would  guide  us 
in  this  and  lead  us  to  say  that  the  ballot 
that  was  taken  was  taken  in  good  order 
and  should  be  affirmed  by  the  General 
Conference. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  we've  had 
two  for  reconsideration,  one  against. 
Anyone  else  wish  to  speak  here? 

DOUGLAS:  Bishop? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes,  Mr.  Douglas? 

DOUGLAS:  I  would  like  to  add  that 
when  we  talk  about  a  paper,  we're  talk- 
ing about  the  original  petition,  which  is 
not  available  to  the  entire  membership. 
We  only  have  one  f>etition  that  has  to  be 
circulated.  And  I  believe  that  the  best  in- 
formation for  the  delegates  to  under- 
stand what  they're  voting  on  is  what  was 
sent  to  you  in  the  Advance  DC  A.  And  so 
when  you  look  there  you  have  no  indica- 
tion that  the  legislation  was  to  become  ef- 
fective immediately.  And  so,  in  fairness 
to  all,  I  think  that  we  ought  to  get  the 
sense  of  the  legislative  committee  so  that 
we  can  come  back  and  let  you  know 


whether  it  is  effective  immediately  or 
whether — how  we  should  proceed. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  green 
card.  Mike  3,  I'm  sorry. 

Discipline  Consulted 
About  Effective  Date 

FLO  S.  MARTIN  (South  Georgia):  As 
I  understand,  when  we  look  at  a  f)eti- 
tion  that's  before  us  in  the  Advance 
DCA,  and  I'm  referring  to  p.  733  and 
looking  at  the  Petition  No.  31789,  my 
understanding  is  that  it  says  to  amend 
the  seventh  sentence,  12602,  which 
means  that  then  I  take  my  Discipline  and 
I  look  at  my  Discipline  and  12602  the 
seventh  sentence  has  been  amended. 
But  if  I  continue  to  read  that  paragraph, 
1  turn  the  page  in  my  Discipline  and  1 
find  that  the  last  sentence  of  that  says 
this  paragraph  shall  become  effective 
immediately  upon  passage  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference.  So  my  understanding 
is  that  we  were  voting  on  that  one  sen- 
tence only  and  that  there  were  no  other 
petitions  related  to  that  entire  para- 
graph without  election.  Is  that  correct? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I  don't  know. 
(Laughter) 

Well,  1  think  it  might  be  a  good  time 
for  a  recess,  and  we'll  get  our  heads  to- 
gether here  and  see  if  we  can  answer 
your  questions.  Let's  take  a  10-minute 
recess. 

(Music) 

All  right.  Sisters  and  brothers,  I  know 
ten  minutes  isn't  very  long,  but  we 
want  to  try  to  get  some  decisions  made 
today.  Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson  while  we 
listen  to  music.  Just  let  the  music  bring 
us  back  in  order. 

(Mmsic^ 

Well,  thank  you  for  being  a  singing 
conference.  Gave  us  a  chance  to  get  our 
heads  together  and,  and  do  a  little  fur- 
ther clarification.  I'm  not  sure  I'm  any 
v«ser  than  I  was  before. 

(Laughter) 

We've  been  debating  the  motion  for 
reconsideration,  and  we've  had  a  cou- 
ple of  speeches — one  for  and  one 
against.  We've  tried  to  retrace  the,  the 
sequence  of  events.  What  we . . .  We  be- 
lieve this  is  the  correct  sequence. 
(Could,  could  you  let  me  finish  this  be- 
fore you  seek  the  floor?  And  let's  invite 
all  the  delegates  to  be  seated  and  in  or- 
der.) We've  tried  to  retrace  the  se- 
quence.   The    election    of    a    second 
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person,  through  an  eight-year  term  of  a 
Judicial  Council  took  place  on  Monday 
evening.  After  that,  you  took  action  to 
change  the  qualifiers  under  consider- 
ation for  eliminating  ageism.  You  voted 
to  take  out  the  70  restriction,  but  the 
election  had  already  taken  place. 
There's  no  reason,  no  wonder  then  that 
someone  wondered  about  the  validity 
of  this  and  asked  for  declaratory  deci- 
sion. It  went  and  the  Judicial  Council 
has  issued  their  declaratory  decision. 
We  do  think  it  would  be  helpful  for  you 
to  hear  the  reading  of  the  entire  declara- 
tory decision  so  that  you'll  know  the 
thinking  of  the  Judicial  Council.  So  I'm 
going  to  ask  the  secretary  to  do  that 
now. 

Summary  of  Referral  to  Judicial  Council 
and  Path  of  Legislation 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  [Quotes, 
infuU,  memorandum  #888,  p.  2210 
■DCA]  this  is  the  request  from  General 
Conference  for  A  Declaratory  Deci- 
sion on  the  Meaning,  Application,  and 
Effect  of  the  Adoption  of  Petition 
31789  as  it  relates  to  the  election  of  a 
person  for  the  Judicial  Council  to  Fill 
the  Remaining  Four  Years  of  an  Ex- 
isting Eight- Year  Term. 

In  1996,  a  person  was  dully  elected  to 
an  8-year  term  on  the  Judicial  Council. 
This  person  would  have  been  required 
to  step  down  at  the  close  of  the  2000 
General  Conference  pursuant  to  ^2602 
of  the  1996  Discipline,  which  states  in 
pertinent  part: 

"...  a  member  of  the  council  whose 
seventieth  birthday  precedes  the  first 
day  of  the  regular  session  of  a  General 
Conference  shall  be  released  at  the  close 
of  that  General  Conference  from  mem- 
bership and  responsibility  in  the  coun- 
cil, regardless  of  the  date  of  expiration 
of  office." 

On  May  5, 2000,  the  General  and  Judi- 
cial Administration  Legislative  Com- 
mittee adopted  Petition  31789-GJ- 
2602-D,  without  amendment.  On  Tues- 
day, May  9,  2000,  the  General  Confer- 
ence adopted  Petition  31789-GJ- 
2602-D,  without  amendment.  The  peti- 
tion reads  in  full: 

"Amend  12602  by  deleting  the  phrase 
in  the  first  paragraph  of  this  Paragraph 
with  [which]  reads  'provided  however, 
that  a  member  of  the  council  whose  seventi- 
eth birthday  precedes  the  first  day  of  the  reg- 
ular session  of  the  General  Conference 
shall  be  released  at  the  close  of  that 
General  Conference  from  membership 


or  responsibility  in  the  council  regard- 
less of  the  date  of  expiration  of  office. 

"This  legislation  becomes  effective 
upon  adoption." 

On  Monday,  May  8,  2000,  General 
Conference  held  an  election  for  a  per- 
son to  fill  the  remaining  four  years  of 
this  eight-year  term.  That  person's  term 
was  to  begin  at  the  close  of  the  2000 
General  Conference.  (See  TI2605.) 

The  General  Conference  referred  this 
matter  to  the  Judicial  Council  for  de- 
clarative decision  on  the  meaning,  ap- 
plication, and  affect  of  the  adoption  of 
Petition  31789  as  it  relates  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  person  to  the  Judicial  Council 
to  fill  the  remaining  four  years  of  an  ex- 
isting eight-year  term.  The  Judicial 
Council  has  jurisdiction  under  T[2616. 

Since  the  term  of  the  newly  elected  Ju- 
dicial Council  member  does  not  begin 
until  the  close  of  the  2000  General  Con- 
ference, and  since  the  impediment  of 
the  Junior,  Judicial  Council  member  in 
office  was  removed  by  the  legislative 
action  of  the  General  Conference,  there 
is  now  no  vacancy  for  the  newly- 
elected  Judicial  Council  member  to  fill. 

Therefore,  the  General  Conference, 
by  its  own  action,  has  negated  the  elec- 
tion of  the  person  to  fill  the  remaining 
four  years  of  the  eight-year  term. 

John  G.  Cory  recused  himself  and  did 
not  participate  in  any  of  the  proceed- 
ings related  to  this  decision. 

[End  of  Reading  of  Memorandum) 
And  then  the  digest  which  was  shared 
previously. 

[Digest]  The  General  Conference,  by 
its  own  action,  in  the  adoption  of  Peti- 
tion 31789-GJ-2602-D  has  negated  the 
election  of  the  person  to  fill  the  remain- 
ing four  years  of  the  eight-year  term. 
[End  of  Digest] 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  now  you 
hear  the  entire  decision.  One  choice  we 
have  is  to  just  live  with  that,  and  we 
would  proceed,  then,  to  elect  remaining 
persons  from  the  clergy  side,  in  order. 
The  other  question  that's  been  put  be- 
fore you  as  a  possibility  is  to  reconsider 
this,  send  it  back  to  the  committee,  let 
them  review  the  entire  process  and  re- 
port to  you  at  a  later  time,  where  we 
could  do  some  further  thinking  about 
this.  Those  seem  to  be  the  choices  we 
have.  What's  before  you  now,  then,  is 
the  motion  to  reconsider.  And  I  see  yel- 
low cards  in  the  back.  Let's  go  to  the  one 
on  the  right  side,  on  my  right.  No,  fur- 
ther back.  Yes. 


JOHN  SCHOL  (Eastern  Pennsylva- 
nia): My  question  is,  since  the  member 
that  was  affected  did  not  participate, 
were  any  of  the  alternates  asked  to  par- 
ticipate to  fill  his  place? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Chair  can't  answer 
that  question. 

SCHOL:  Is  there  anybody  who  can 
answer  it? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I  suspect  that  we 
don't  query  the  Judicial  Council  in  this 
setting.  All  right,  I  see — let's  come  over 
here  to  the  orange  card,  and  then  we'll 
come  back  to  the  yellow  section.  We've 
got  a  reconsideration  motion  before  us, 
if  we  could  speak  to  that,  maybe  we 
could  put  the  question  here  pretty  soon 
and  make  a  decision.  Mike  8. 

BEN  R.  ALFORD  (Tennessee): 
Friends,  I  think  it's  clear  that  the  intent 
of  the  conference  was  to  remove  a  limit- 
ing factor,  and  to  work  for  inclusive- 
ness  and  justice.  And  I'm  concerned 
that  if  we  vote  to  reconsider,  we  may 
put  that  in  question.  So,  I  hope  we 
won't. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  a  speech 
against.  Let's  come  back  over  here,  the 
yellow  card  in  the  middle.  Mike  6. 

DAVID  L.  RICHARDSON  (Califor- 
nia-Pacific): I  wanted  to  ask  a  question 
before  I  make  my  speech.  Are  we  actu- 
ally debating  the  reconsideration  at  this 
point? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thaf  s  whaf  s  before 
you. 

RICHARDSON:  Okay,  I  would  speak 
in  favor  of  the  considera — of  this  mo- 
tion to  reconsider,  because  when  I 
voted,  I  did  not  see  on  page  733  the  part 
about  this  taking  place  immediately.  I 
was  operating  by  what  I  saw,  and  I  felt 
that  was  not — that's  not  in  good  faith 
for  me  say  that  that  should  stand. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  thank  you. 
Now,  we've  had  three  speeches  in  fa- 
vor. I  can  take  one  more  against  recon- 
sideration, and  then  we're  gonna  put 
the  question.  Let's  go  to  the  green  card 
here,  I  think  yours  has  been  up  for  a 
while;  come  to  mike  4.  And  this  has  to 
be  against  reconsideration. 

DONALD  R.  AVERY  (Louisiana):  I 
rise  to  speak  agairist  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that 
when  a  petition  is  filed  the  committee 
has  the  responsibility  of  working  with 
the  original  petition.  And  it  is  the  origi- 
nal petition  that  governs  and  controls, 
and  not  so  much  the  reproduced  mate- 
rial that  is  contained  in  the  DCA.  At  this 
point,  we  do  not  have  any  reasonable 
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option,  other  than  to  hve  with  the  mis- 
takes that  we  have  already  made  and 
then  to  try  to  do  everything  that  we  can 
to  be  sure  that  we  move  forward  and  to 
rectify  those  mistakes.  For  us  to  recon- 
sider, to  reopen  the  question,  is  going  to 
lead  us  into  something  that  could  end 
up  being  very  divisive,  being  very  po- 
litical, and  will  take  away  from  the  en- 
tire ."soirit  of  what  we  have  been  trying 
toait.implish.  I  therefore  speak  against 
reconsideration. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  we've  had 
ituee  for  and  three  against,  and  we're 
ready  to  consider  the  question  now, 
then.  I  can  only  take  questions.  Yes, 
over  here?  Mike  3. 

Impact  of  Reconsideration  on  Judicial 
Council  Alternate  Elections  Questioned 

JACKSON:  Bishop,  if  this  conference 
votes  not  to  reconsider,  will  the  f>erson 
affected,  who  we  elected,  become  the 
first  alternate? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  No,  we  will  have  to 
re-vote  on  alternates. 

JACKSON:  So,  we  could  just  keep  in 
mind  what  happened,  then? 

BISHOP  MUTTI;  Yes.  We'll  list  the 
names  of  all  those  nominees.  And  we'll 
outline  the  process  for  voting  when  you 
decide  this  matter. 

JACKSON:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes,  what's  your 
point  of  order?  Mike  2,  I'm  sorry. 

JACK  W.  PLOWMAN  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  Perhaps  1  was  sleeping 
or  something,  or  maybe  like  Al  Gore,  1 
had  too  much  iced  tea  and  was  out  of 
the  room,  but  1  didn't  hear  whether  or 
not  the  proponent  of  the  motion  to  re- 
consider voted  in  favor  of  it  originally. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes,  he  did. 

PLOWMAN:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  I  have 
questions  back — orange,  back  in  sec- 
tion D.  Come  to  mike  7.  We'll  try  to  an- 
swer all  your  questions,  and  then  we 
want  to  take  the  vote. 

THOMAS  W.  FLINN,  JR.  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Bishop,  did  I  un- 
derstand you  correctly  when  you  said 
that  if  we  vote  for  reconsideration,  that 
this  must  go  back  to  the  committee  for 
their  consideration  before  it  comes  back 
to  the  floor  for  our  consideration? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  My  understanding 
from  Mr.  Douglas  is  that  if  we  recon- 
sider, then  he  wanted  the  privilege  of 
putting  that  motion  for  referral  back  to 


the  committee.  You  haven't  voted  that, 
and  we  haven't  debated  that  yet. 

PLOWMAN:  Is  that  in  the  rules? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  It's  not  in  the— it's 
not  before  us  now,  only  the  reconsider- 
ation is. 

PLOWMAN:  Okay,  thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes,  one  of  the  yel- 
low cards?  Let's  take  those  of  you  in 
front.  Yes  ma'am.  Come  to  mike  6. 

Difference  Between  DCA  Petition  and 
Original  Petition  Is  Questioned 

BETH  CAPEN  (New  York):  Thank 
you  Bishop.  It  was  my  understanding 
from  the  work  in  our  legislative  com- 
mittee that  there  is  a  difference  between 
that  which  is  in  the  DCA.  and  that 
which  is  on  the  petitions  that  we  are 
working  with,  the  actual  original  peti- 
tion. If  we  want  to  irisert  the  language 
from  the  original  petition,  we  must  ad- 
vise the  body,  and  if  we  fail  to  advise 
the  body,  then  it  is  only  that  which  they 
have  before  them  that  is  actually 
passed,  and  I  would  like  some  clarifica- 
tion on  that. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I  think  you're  cor- 
rect. What  we  have  before  us  is  what 
you  passed.  And,  of  course,  the  declara- 
tory decision  said,  that's  what  you  have 
to  live  with.  All  right,  a  green  card. 
Mike  2. 

CHARLES  L.  JOHNSON  (South 
Carolina):  I  have  a  question.  If  we  fail  to 
reconsider  the  action,  what  happens  to 
the  person  who  is  presently  seated  on 
the  Judicial  council? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  He  still  remains. 
The  office  is  not  vacant.  All  Right!  An- 
other question.  Come  here,  I  see  you. 
We  will  take  all  of  them,  no  not  yet! 
Mike  6. 

PATRICIA  E.  FARRIS  (California-Pa- 
cific): Bishop,  I  thought  that  a  moment 
ago  in  response  to  Beth's  question  you 
said  that  we  voted  on  what  was  before 
us?  I  got  new  glasses  before  I  came  to 
the  General  Conference.  Maybe  it  is 
written  in  invisible  ink,  but  the  lan- 
guage about  the  effective  date  which 
was  read  earlier  by  the  secretary  as  part 
of  the  Judicial  Council's  decision  is  not, 
and  was  never,  printed  and  before  this 
body. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  That  would  be  one 
reason  for  reconsidering  I  guess.  All 
right,  lef  s  see.  All  right,  in  the  middle. 
Yellow  Card,  No,  on  back  here  in  the 
red  shirt. 


TYSON  FERGUSON  (Detroit):  I 
would  like  to  make  a  substitute  motion 
to  fxjstpone  indefinitely,  and  if  I  get  a 
second  I  will  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  I  think  you 
complicate  the  process  an  awful  lot  if 
you  try  that.  Why  don't  we  see  if  we  can 
dispwse  of  this  notion  for  reconsidera- 
tion. Yes,  come  to  mike  4. 

THOMAS  O.  GARNHART  (Wiscon- 
sin): I  have  a  question.  If  you  can,  I  want 
help  in  knowing  where  we  find  the  rele- 
vant procedural  rules  that  establish 
what  is  very  weird  at  best  in  what  ap- 
pears to  be  a  procedure  where  the 
whole  body  can  legally  vote  on  some- 
thing and  end  up  with  a  totally  differ- 
ent decision  than  they  believe  they 
were  making,  because  of  something 
that  was  written  in  a  single  piece  of  pa- 
per that  no  one  had  access  to  and  maybe 
was  forgotten  or  maybe  sometimes 
someone  wanted  to  hide.  I  want  to 
know  where  these  rules  can  be  found  so 
that  we  can  amend  them;  to  make  them 
so  that  we  can  talk  about  what  we  need 
to  talk  about  together  and  not  do  all  of 
this  fussing  around  to  try  to  out  maneu- 
ver each  other  and  snow  each  other  un- 
der with  parliamentary  procedures,  so 
that  we  are  not  making  decisions  to- 
gether; we  are  power  playing  each 
other. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  there's  or- 
ders and  rules  for  the  conference  and  it 
tells  you  how  to  present  the  fjetitions 
and  how  the  legislative  committee  will 
process  those  as  part  of  the  question 
that  the  reason  for  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. Now,  I  hofje  we  don't  have  to 
take  all  of  these  questions.  We  will  take 
some  of  them,  down  here.  As  you  can 
see  we  don't  have  a  lot  of  light  to  shed 
on  the  question  and  you  nnay  have  all 
ready  made  up  your  mind  how  you  are 
going  to  vote  anyway.  All  right!  Mike  4. 

(UNIDENTIHED SPEAKER):  Bishop 
as  I  understand  it  the  paragraph  that  we 
voted  on  did  not  need  to  have  printed 
the  section  we  are  concerned.  That  is  in 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  paragraph  2602. 
It's  the  last  sentence.  Isn't  the  concern 
already . . . 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Just  a  moment,  a 
point  of  order  is  recognizable.  You 
want  to  go  to  the  same  mike? 

(SECOND  UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER): 
It's  my  understarvdin^  bishop,  that  you 
had  closed  debate.  This  is  part  of  that  de- 
bate. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Well,  you  have  a 
good  point.  A  lot  of  the  questions  do 
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sound  like  debate.  We  will  recognize 
questions  only.  Now  [You  have  all 
ready  spoken,  1  need  to  recognize 
somebody  else)  back  here  in  the  orange, 
mike  8. 

JERRY  H.  MAYO  (Tennessee);  I  am  a 
little  confused.  Was  the  information 
about  the  expiration  date  in  any  peti- 
tion, or  was  it  just  in  The  Book  of  Disci- 
pline in  the  paragraph  just  quoted? 

BISHOP  MUTTl:  Nobody  seems  to 
have  that  answer  for  sure.  A  different 
decision  about  that  in  several  minds  of 
the  conference  members.  At  least  we 
know  what  the  judicial  council  had  be- 
fore them. 

MAYO:  Did  they  have  the  language 
in  the  petition  before  we  ordered  it? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Let  me  ask  the  sec- 
retary from  the  declaratory  decision; 
was  it  there? 

MARSHALL:  May  I  clarify  that  for 
which  you  are  requesting  response? 

MAYO:  Did  the  judicial  council  have 
a  petition  before  them  with  the  expira- 
tion date  or  was  it  only  in  The  Book  of 
Discipline?  Is  there  a  petition  anywhere 
that  has  the  expiration  date  on  or  in  the 
beginning  date  or  is  it  simply  a  disci- 
plinary matter? 

Judicial  Council  Used  Original  Petition 
to  Reach  Decision 

MARSHALL:  The  Judicial  Council  re- 
quested and  received  a  copy  of  the  orig- 
inal petition,  which  does  have — I 
would  be  glad  to  read  it  to  you: 
"Amend  paragraph  2602,  by  deleting 
the  phrase  in  the  first  paragraph  which 
reads,  'provided  however  that  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council  whose  70th  birthday 
precedes  the  first  day  of  the  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Conference  shall  be 
released  at  the  close  of  that  conference 
from  membership  or  responsibility  in 
the  council  regardless  of  the  date  of  ex- 
piration of  office'." 

This  additional  line  was  in  the  peti- 
tion (but)  is  not  in  the  Advance  DCA, 
"this  legislation  becomes  effective 
upon  adoption"  and  then  there's  three 
and  a  half  lines  of  rationale. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  It  seems  to 
the  chair  that  we've  got  choices:  If  you 
want  to  accept  the  ruling  of  the  declara- 
tory decision  of  the  Judicial  Council, 
you  would  vote  against  reconsidera- 
tion. If  you  want  to  reconsider  and  try 
to  go  some  other  way  with  this,  you 
would  vote  in  favor  of  the  reconsidera- 
tion. So  I  would  like  to  move  ahead 


with  this  as  quickly  as  we  may.  But  I  see 
a  yellow  card  way  in  the  back.  Yes  no.  8. 

CHARLES  S.  G.  BOAYUE  ,  JR.  (De- 
troit): It  seems  to  me — I  rise  to  request  a 
ruling  from  the  chair  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  whether  the  ruling  of  the  Ju- 
dicial Council  which  is  now  before  us 
was  based  on  what  this  General  Confer- 
ence actually  acted  upon. 

BISHOP  MLnTI:All  right,  the  chair 
would  sugest  that  you  just  direct  that 
question  to  the  Judicial  Council.  I  can't 
speak  for  the  Judicial  Council.  All 
Right,  back  here,  pink  card,  one  more 
question.  Mike  5. 

AL  W.  GWINN  (Kentucky):  Bishop,  I 
rise  to  call  for  the  question  that  is  before 
us. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  the  motion 
for  previous  question  is  before  you  it 
takes  two  thirds  to  support  the  move  to- 
ward the  vote.  There  is  no  debate  if  you 
support  the  previous  question,  press 
one,  if  not  press  two,  please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  lYes,  820;  No.  112] 
And  you  have  ordered  the  previous 
question  we  do  need  to  give  the  pre- 
senter of  the  motion  one  last  statement. 

Yes,  Mike  1. 

WERLEIN:  Bishop,  the  point  of  order 
is  that  Rule  37  provides  for  the  chair- 
man to  give  the  last  statement  when 
making  a  committee  report.  We  under- 
stand the  ■  chairman's  position,  of 
course,  in  any  event;  but  he  has  not 
given  a  report  for  a  committee.  He 
spoke  as  an  individual  in  this  instance 
saying  that  he  had  voted  wdth  the  ma- 
jority before  and  inasmuch  as  this  is  not 
a  committee  report,  I  do  not  believe  he 
is  entitled  to  have  yet  another  speech. 

Reconsideration  of  judicial  Council 
Election  Is  Rejected 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I  believe  your  point 
is  well  taken.  Let's  move  ahead  to  the 
vote  then.  The  motion  before  you  is  for 
reconsideration.  You  press  one  if  you 
favor  reconsideration,  two  if  you  do 
not.  Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  379;  No,  551 J  All  right.  The  motion 
to  reconsider  fails.  The  chair's  under- 
standing then  is  that  we  have  a  declara- 
tory decision  from  the  Judicial  Council. 
The  office  is  not  vacant.  We  will  take 
subsequent  votes  then  on  the  clergy 
ballot  for  Judicial  Council  alternates. 
We're  not  going  to  do  that  right  now. 
We  are  going  to  see  if  they're  prepared 
to  do  the  vote  on  the  remainder  of  the 
lay  persons,  lay  alternates.  Can  we  do 
that?  Yes?  Pink  card,  mike,  coming  to 
one.  (Pause) 


AUSTIN  FREDERICK  JR.  (Southwest 
Texas):  Bishop  Mutti,  I  move  that  no 
matter  the  cause  of  the  mathematical 
miscalculations  in  the  election  of  the  Ju- 
dicial Council  members,  that  those  pre- 
viously seated  Judicial  Council 
members  be  affirmed  as  announced. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I  do  have  a  word  on 
that.  Would  you  like  to  hear  that  before 
we  put  your  motion,  Austin? 

FREDERICK:  Not  really,  sir. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Oh,  all  right.  (Laugh- 
ter) Is  there  a  second?  All  right.  Mo- 
tion's before  you  if  you  wish  to  speak  to 
it. 

FREDERICK:  The  reason  that  I  didn't 
want  to  hear  that  before  I  made  the  mo- 
tion was  that  I  would  ask  that  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  go  ahead  and  affirm 
those,  affirm  its  intent,  which  I  believe 
was  done  in  good  faith  and  in  good  or- 
der, so  that  if  we  do  hear,  that  the  mis- 
calculation, that  we  will  not  have  to  go 
back  and  go  through  the  process  which 
we  have  just  done  for  the  last  45  min- 
utes. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  That's  before  you.  If 
you  understand  the  motion.  Someone 
wish  to  speak  against  it?  Mike  4. 

BRANTLEY:  I  move  we  table  this  ac- 
tion until  we  have  heard  from  your  re- 
port. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  You  mean  the  re- 
port about  the  computer  program? 

BRANTLEY:  Yes. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  the  table 
motion  is  in  order,  I  thirJc.  How  do  we 
do  this  then?  (Laughter)  Well,  those 
counseling  may  suggest  that  we  might 
be  able  to  avoid  the  table  motion  if  the 
conference  heard  the  report  and  that 
might  shed  some  light.  I  told  you  this  is 
going  to  be  messy,  didn't  I?  We  knew  it 
would.  Why  don't  we  just,  why  don't 
we  just  hear  that  report  so  you  know 
the  considerations  that  the  program- 
mers have  and  then  we  wouldn't  have 
to  come  back  to  that  perhaps. 

Voting  System  Explained  and  Defended 

MARSHALL:  This  is  a  statement 
which  was  given  to  me  by  Jay  Vorhees, 
whom  you  have  met  as  our  General 
Conference  Producer.  This  was  written 
very,  very  early  this  morning  and  it  will 
reflect  this.  (Laughter)  "Brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  General  Conference,  we 
have  been  working  through  the  night  to 
clarify  your  questions  regarding  the 
voting  tally  for  the  Judicial  Council 
elections.  Let  me  say  at  the  outset  that 
this  is  the  same  system  that  we  have 
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used  in  the  past  two  general  confer- 
ences. This  system  is  used  by  The  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  and  nnany 
corporations.  The  system  has  worked 
well  for  us  in  the  past.  The  discrepan- 
cies that  were  raised  are  based  on  the 
fact  in  how  the  system  determines  in- 
valid ballots.  For  this  system  only  bal- 
lots that  contain  duplicate  votes  are 
considered  to  be  invalid.  This  means 
that  for  a  three-vote  ballot  a  person  can 
vote  only  once  or  twice  and  still  main- 
tain a  valid  ballot.  This  vote  by  absten- 
tion lowers  the  total  number  of  votes 
needed  for  election.  The  system  is,  in 
fact,  correctly  tabulating  the  results 
based  on  this  criteria.  I  have  reviewed 
the  rules  of  the  General  Conference  and 
have  found  no  specific  rules  related  to 
the  definition  of  an  invalid  ballot.  As 
such,  after  conferring  with  other  staff,  1 
believe  that  the  current  system  is  accu- 
rate and  within  the  rules  of  the  General 
Conference.  1  recognize  that  many  an- 
nual conferences  use  a  different  proce- 
dure from  this  and  we  will  work 
toward  bringing  any  future  systems  in 
compliance  with  standard  annual  con- 
ference procedures.  Signed,  Jay 
Vorhees,  General  Conference  Pro- 
ducer." 

BISHOP  MUTTl:  All  right.  1  think  in 
fairness  to  the  one  who  wanted  to  put 
the  table  motion  to  us,  do  you  still  wish 
to  do  that?  No,  all  right.  Come  over 
here.  Mike  1 . 

SUELLA  BARTO  (Central  Pennsyl- 
vania): I  was  wondering  if  it  would  be 
possible,  as  we  take  this  vote,  to  do  it 
one  at  a  time,  take  the  simple  majority, 
have  that  person  be  elected,  and — 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Okay,  what  we  have 
before  us  right  now  is  Austin  Freder- 
ick's motion.  You  want  to  hold  that 
question  until,  until  we  move  into  the 
voting  procedures?  You  understand 
that  the  Frederick  motion  is  before  us, 
wanting  us  to  affirm  the  work  that 
we've  done.  You  need  it  read  again?  All 
right,  lef  s  vote  when  the  light  comes 
on.  lYes.  620;  No,  124} 

Can't  hear  you.  Come  to  the  mike.  I 
don't  see  anyone  moving  to  a  the  mike. 
We're  going  to  move  ahead.  All  right, 
nuke  4. 

JOHN  D.  PETERSON  (West  Ohio): 
TTiere  were  several  in  this  section  right 
here.  Section  B,  that  wanted  to  have  the 
motion  repeated  so  that  we  could  know 
what  we  are  voting  on. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  I'll  have 
the  secretary  to  read  the  motion.  I  don't 
know  if  if  s  come  up  here  yet. 


MARSHALL:  Yes,  I  have  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  Would 
you  read  the  motion  please. 

MARSHALL:  "Move  that  no  matter 
the  cause  of  the  mathematical  miscalcu- 
lations in  the  election  of  Judicial  Coun- 
cil members,  those  previously  seated 
Judicial  Council  members  be  affirmed 
as  announced." 

Vote  to  Elect 
judicial  Council  Lay  Member  Proceeds 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  that's  the 
motion  that's  before  you.  Let's  move  to 
the  vote  now.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  874;  No,  139]  All 
right,  you've  affirmed  Austin  Freder- 
ick's motion  and  that  saves  us  a  little 
time. 

Now  is  it  possible  for  us  to  do  a,  the 
vote  on  the  lay  persons  yet  we  need  to 
elect?  Oh,  1  see  we  have  names  up  there. 
It's  my  understanding  those  four  in  red 
have  been  elected.  Let  me  clarify  how 
many  more  that  we  need  to  elect  then. 
Two  more.  We  need  to  elect  two  per- 
sons further,  and  our  procedure  has 
been  to  vote  for  one  person,  then  to  seek 
a  second  vote  for  the  secpnd  person.  Do 
you  need  to  have  the  names  read,  those 
of  you  in  the  back?  No?  Yes?  Number 
2-Lonnie  D.  Brooks;  3-Evelyn  "Lynn" 
Caterson;  4-James  Lamark  Cox,  Sr.; 
7-Daniel  F.  Evans  Jr.;  8-Oscar  R.  Ferrer; 
9-Theophelous  Gambe;  12-Edward  H. 
Hill;  15-Steven  T.  Lett;  16-Marc  D. 
Lowd;  17- Ann  Alberty  Saunkeah; 
18-William  L.  (Ted)  Todd  Jr.;  19-Wil- 
liam  White;  20-W.  Clark  Williams,  Jr.. 

Our  voting  procedure  will  be  as  it  has 
been.  Yes?  You  have  a  question  at  mike 
2. 

DAVID  M.  WILSON  (Oklahoma  In- 
dian Missionary):  May  we  see  the  last 
results  that  we  took  last  night  before 
those? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Let's  see  if  we  have 
that.  Is  that  available?  On  the  last  vote? 
Be  patient.  As  Bishop  Craig  reminded 
us,  maybe  this  is  a  good  time  for  deep 
breaths.  Here  it  is.  All  right,  the  last  bal- 
lot. All  right,  if  we  can  go  back  to  the 
other  screen  then  after  you've  have  had 
a  chance  to  look  at  these.  These  have  al- 
ready been  elected  here.  All  right,  let's 
have  the  screen  and  you  press  the  num- 
ber of  one  person.  We'll  take  two  votes 
here.  Press  the  number  of  1 .  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  All  nght,  we're 
ready  to  do  the  second  procedure.  You 
press  the  number  of  one  person  differ- 
ent from  the  one  you  just  voted  for. 


Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  All 
right,  thank  you  very  much. 

It's  5:05.  We  have  adjourned  recess 
time  at  5:30.  We'll  need  time  for  some 
announcements.  The  chairperson  of  the 
Local  Church  Committee  wanted  the 
privilege  of  presenting  some  petitions 
this  afternoon  while  1  was  in  the  chair. 
Would  you  allow  Tyrone  Gordon  to 
present  some  {petitions  at  this  time? 
We'll  take  a  few  in  the  next  10  minutes, 
if  that's  all  right.  All  right,  while  Doctor 
Gordon's  coming,  let's — we  have  a  re- 
quest from  GCFA.  Stan  Sager,  he  might 
be  prepared  to  speak  to  this.  GCFA  re- 
quested at  this  noon  meeting  that  two 
items  be  placed  before  the  body  this  af- 
ternoon. They're  the  first  two  on  the  list 
attached,  and  we  need  Financial  Ad- 
ministration to  come  and  stand  if  we  do 
need  to  refer  items  to  GCFA  as  quickly 
as  possible  I  think.  So  maybe  we  would 
do  that  if  we  have  time,  we'll  do  Local 
Church.  Let  me  ask  Stan  Sager  and  the 
committee  to  come  and  then  Tyrone 
Gordon  and  Local  Church.  Yes,  you 
have  a  question? 

WILLIAM  A.  HINES  (West  Ohio):  I'd 
like  to  ask  the  question,  sir.  A  delegate 
from  Georgia  asked  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil to  make  a  declaratory  decision  on 
whether  the  Discipline  was  binding  on 
us  all  or  we  were  to  consider  some  other 
means.  When  can  we  exjject  this  deci- 
sion, and  could  you  give  us  a  time, 
please? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I  cannot.  That's  a 
matter  for  the  Calendar  Committee. 

HINES:  Would  the  Calendar  Com- 
nuttee  be  willing  to  do  this? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I'm  not  sure  if  the 
Council  has  given  us  a  decision  yet  or 
not.  So  you  may  want  to  talk  to  the  Cal- 
endar Committee  to  see  if  that's  come. 
They  may  be  able  to  help  you,  they  may 
not.  Before  we  adjourn  here,  we  hof)e, 
Friday  night.  (Laughter)  Yes,  green 
card?  Mike  4. 

J.  ERIC  MCKINNEY  (Central  Texas): 
I  know  you  have  business  for  this  ses- 
sion. 1  wish  to  make  a  motion  before  ad- 
journment because  it  requests  action 
prior  to  our  evening  session. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Well,  let's  see  what 
we  can  do  with  Financial  Administra- 
tion, and  then  you  ask  for  the  floor 
again. 

MCKINNEY;  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes.  Mike  1. 

DARLENE  DAWES  (Central  Penn- 
sylvania): I'm  a  first-timer.  Bishop,  and 
I  was  wondering  if  someone  could  help 
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me.  Is  there  any  place  at  all  in  the  DCA 
where  those  that  we  have  already 
elected  are  listed  in  a  complete  form? 
That  would  be  very  helpful,  and  I  can't 
seem  to  find  it. 
BISHOP  MUTTI:  Laypersons? 

DAWES:  Yes.  Well,  the  whole  list. 
Whatever  we've  done  that's  complete. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  We  may  be  able  to 
show  you  the  results  here  in  a  httle  bit, 
of  the  ballots  you  just  took,  and  then  we 
may  be  able  to  see  the  whole  list. 

DAWES:  The  whole — oh,  thank  you 
very  much. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  All  right, 
let  me  turn  to  Stan  Sager. 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  We 
have  two  matters  that  need  to  be 
brought  before  us  this  afternoon. 
Bishop  Mutti.  One  appears  on  page 
2090  of  the  DCA,  Calendar  Item  11 68;  in 
the  Advance  DCA,  it  is  at  page  352,  Peti- 
tion No.  30711.  This  is  a  pay-equity  re- 
port from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  and,  mat- 
ters from  the  General  Council  on  Fi- 
nance and  Administration.  Our  report 
is  directly  to  the  body,  and  Bishop  Ott, 
who  chairs  the  appropriate  committee, 
is  here  to  present  that  report. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right.  Bishop 
Ott? 

Report  on  Pay  Equity  from  GCFA 

BISHOP  DONALD  A.  OTT  (Michi- 
gan Area):  Conference,  I  have  a 
three-minute  statement  presenting  this 
Report  No.  12.  The  eight  pages  of  the  re- 
port contain  a  three-paragraph  sum- 
mary at  the  beginning,  and  the  report 
ends  with  proposed  resolutions.  Again, 
it  is  in  Advance  DCA  Volume  1,  Section 
1,  page  352  and  following.  I'll  highlight 
the  issue  and  the  GCFA  position. 

The  pay-equity  report  is  a  result  of  a 
1988  General  Conference  directive  to 
GCFA  to  evaluate  wage  structures  and 
practices  and  make  such  assessment  a 
regular  part  of  monitoring.  The  task 
was  not  a  simple  one.  The  report  in  Vol- 
ume 1  lists  the  complications  which 
have  led  to  this  delayed  reporting.  The 
task  is  basically  unable  to  be  accom- 
plished due  to  a  lack  of  uniformity  in 
systems  and  processes  and  incomplete 
existing  information.  GCFA  wants  the 
General  Conference  to  know,  as  the 
written  report  states,  that  this  delaying 
situation  is  not  a  result  of  a  lack  of  com- 
mitment by  the  agencies  to  pay  equity. 
Self-analysis  and  change  have  been  em- 


braced by  leaders;  and  GCFA  applauds 
them  for  that. 

Our  biblical  and  belief  basis  for  this 
pay-equity  concern  is  reflected  in  one  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
household  of  God  as  noted  in  Leviticus 
25:  "You  shall  not  cheat  one  another." 
Additionally,  in  Paragraph  66,  our  So- 
cial Principles  declare  to  ourselves  and 
the  world  that:  "The  rights  and  privi- 
leges a  society  bestows  upon  or  with- 
holds from  those  who  comprise  it 
indicate  the  relative  esteem  in  which 
that  society  holds  particular  persons 
and  groups  of  persons."  Report  12  on 
pay-equity  enumerates  the  task  that 
must  be  carried  out  if  this  issue  is  to  be 
addressed  in  a  comprehensive  fashion. 
To  do  otherwise  would  be  to  exclude 
some  persons  from  consideration  and 
to  produce  a  product  with  conclusions 
and  recommendations  which  would 
not  be  acceptable  for  implementation. 

The  cost  of  this  proposed  response  is 
not  small.  The  figures  are  listed  in  the 
report  on  page  356  and  357.  The 
amount  required  is  not  within  the  bud- 
get which  has  been  presented  to  the 
General  Conference.  GCFA  directors 
are  clear  that  this  study  cannot  be  ac- 
complished, implemented,  and  sus- 
tained within  current  staffing  and 
funding. 

The  benefits  of  assuring  pay  equity 
are  numerous  and  significant.  They  are 
listed,  eight  in  number,  on  page  356. 
Those  benefits  include  a  wide  range  of 
matters  from  implementing  our  biblical 
values,  to  providing  objective  and  uni- 
form performance  evaluations,  to  pro- 
tecting the  legal  interests  of  the  church. 
If  you  pass  this  report  and  resolutions, 
you'll  assure  the  ability  of  your  fiscal 
and  administrative  agency  to  fulfill  the 
mandate  you've  given  to  assess  and 
monitor  equal  employment  opportu- 
nity. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you.  Bishop 
Ott.  We've  heard  this  statement  on  be- 
half of  the  council,  and  we  turn  back  to 
Stan  Sager. 

SAGER:  Bishop  Mutti,  the  Committee 
on  Financial  Administration  has  con- 
curred with  the  report,  voting  74  in  fa- 
vor, 2  against. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  it's  before 
you,  with  a  recommendation  of  concur- 
rence from  the  committee. 

Anyone  wishing  to  speak?  This  con- 
currence would  be  for  referral  only.  I 
take  it  you're  ready  to  vote.  Please  vote 


when  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  All 
right  that's  carried  [Yes,  749;  No,  137] 
and  you  have  a  second  item. 

SAGER:  Second  item  is  on  p.  2154  of 
the  DCA.  It  is  Calendar  Item  1356  in  the 
Advance  DCA,  it  appears  at  p.  364  as  pe- 
tition 30715.  This  also  is  a  report  from 
GCFA  which  you  heard  within  the  last 
couple  of  days.  The  Connectional  Min- 
istries Funding  Task  Force,  and  to  pres- 
ent that  on  behalf  of  GCFA  is  Tracy 
Merrick,  who  is  not  a  delegate,  whom  1 
understand  has  been  given  permission 
to  speak. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  we  grant 
him  permission  to  speak.  1  hear  no  ob- 
jection. 

TRACY  R.  MERRICK:  (Member, 
GCFA)  Thank  you.  Members  of  the 
General  Conference.  We  did  give  our 
report  yesterday.  As  Stan  indicated, 
this  report  is  on  pp.  364  to  386. 1  do  want 
to  remind  you  of  an  item;  that  is  the 
GCFA  has  met  and  has  indicated  that 
they  will  accept  the  change  that  is  rec- 
ommended by  the  legislative  commit- 
tee that  is  outlined,  which  effects 
information  on  p.  374  and  is  indicated 
in  the  committee  report.  We,  therefore, 
are  ready  to  put  that  before  you. 

SAGER:  Bishop  there  was  a  minority 
report  filed.  I  believe  that  Jim 
Branscome  is  going  to  present  the  mi- 
nority report  and  1  assume  that  is  in  or- 
der at  this  time. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right. 

Minority  Report  on  Connectional 
Ministries  Funding  Task  Force 

JAMES  L.  BRANSCOME  (Virginia): 
The  purpose  of  my  Minority  Report  is 
to  leave  the  World  Service  and  Confer- 
ence Benevolences  as  one  apportion- 
ment. In  the  report,  p.376,  1  guess  7, 
paragraph  B3  it  states  that  the  recom- 
mendation would  "Remove  the  disci- 
plinary requirement  that  World  Service 
and  Conjference  Benevolences  be 
linked  at  the  annual  conference  level." 
Should  I  speak  to  that  now?  That  is  of- 
fered as  an  amendment  to  the  report. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Yes.  Why  don't  you 
speak? 

BRANSCOME:  I  should  speak  to  it 
now,  okay.  1  have  a  great  concern  that 
separation,  or  disconnecting,  this  ap- 
portionment will  have  a  negative  affect 
on  the  percentage  of  the  World  Service 
collection.  It's  been  my  experience,  in 
about  18  years  as  the  treasurer  of  the 
Virginia  Conference,  that  churches 
tend  to  pay  first  that  which  is  closest 
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home.  As  as  example,  over  the  last  few 
years  the  Virginia  Conference  has  paid 
conference  apf)ortionments  at  about  4 
percent  higher  rate  than  General  Con- 
ference apportionments.  I  have  a  real 
concern  that  if  we  do  this,  that  as 
churches  have  the  opportunity  to  have 
a  choice  between  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benevolences,  they  will 
chose  Conference  Benevolences  first. 
And  I  quote  from  the  GCFA  report,  but 
I  think  it  may  be  their  report  1 .  But  any- 
way on  p.  326,  it  states  "The  World  Ser- 
vice Fund  is  the  heart  of  our  church's 
ministry  together."  Also;  "The  effects  of 
World  Service  ministry  are  making  a 
difference  across  the  globe."  The  Disci- 
pline states  that  the  "World  Service  ap>- 
ptortionment  is  the  first  benevolent 
resfxjnsibility  of  the  church." 

We  have  been  collecting  this  at  the 
general  church  level.  The  World  Ser- 
vice apportionment,  the  percentage  ap- 
portioned, has  been  going  up  each  year. 
There  has  been  a  drastic  improvement. 
We  have  momentum.  Why  make  a 
change  that  could  stop  this  momen- 
tum? We  have,  I  know  this  is  permis- 
sive language,  it  says  "they  may 
sejjarate  the  two."  Even  if  your  confer- 
ence CFA  recommends  that  they  re- 
main together,  anyone  on  the  floor  of 
the  conference  can  get  up  and  get  a  mo- 
tion passed.  We  should  never  do  any- 
thing that  effects  our  connectional 
system.  We  are  a  connectional  church. 
You  cannot  describe  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  without  talking  about  the 
connectional  system.  Leaving  this  ap- 
portionment linked  affirms  the  trust  in- 
herent in  the  connection  system. 

BISHOP  MUTTl:  Can  you  sum  up 
please? 

BRANSCOME:  It  provides  the  mech- 
anism that  best  assures  sufficient  fund- 
ing for  the  decisions  we  will  be  making 
on  our  budget  very  shortly.  If  we  divide 
this  apportionment  we  set  a  precedent 
that  that  starts  disconnecting  the 
connectional  system.  I  am  really  con- 
cerned that  the  momentum  that  we 
have  going,  in  the  collection  of  this,  is 
going  to  be  severely  hurt  by  the  discon- 
nection. I  know  that  in  our  conference, 
or  1  feel  that  in  our  conference,  in  my  ex- 
perience, that  if  we  have  a  choice  we 
will  pay  Conference  Benevolences  first 
if  there  is  any  difference  in  the  collec- 
tion. And  one  other  point  I'd  like  to 
make,  if  we  separate  the  two,  when 
there's . . . 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  your  time 
is  up. 


BRANSCOME;  Okay,  sorry.  Okay, 
that's  fine.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  the  confer- 
ence rules  when  you  designate  some- 
thing as  a  Minority  Report,  call  for  a 
complicated  procedure  of  processing 
that.  I  believe  what  we  really  have  be- 
fore us  is  an  amendment  here,  and 
we're  going  to  call  this  the  Minority 
amendment  so  you'll  know  what  we 
have  identified  and  that's  what  is  be- 
fore us  for  debate.  All  right,  it's  before 
us  that  would  keep  the  World  Service 
Conference  Benevolences  tied  together. 
All  right,  go  to  mike  4,  green  card. 
(Pause) 

SAM  H.  SMITH  (Western  North 
Carolina):  In  our  conference  we  believe 
that  clarity  in  budgeting  helps  interpret 
and  communicate.  I  think  by  allowing 
us  to  keep  these  separate  we  can  bring 
more  emphasis  to  each  of  the  items  to 
World  Service  and  to  Conference  Be- 
nevolences and  hopefully  provide 
more  support  to  both.  So  I  would  speak 
against  the  amendment. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  is  there 
someone  who  wishes  to  speak  for  the 
amendment.  Yellow  card,  mike  5. 
(Pause) 

Separation  of  World  Service  from 
Conference  Benevolence  Debated 

DAN  O'NEILL  (Rocky  Mountain):  I 
rise  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  Minority 
amendment.  I  feel  strongly  that  the 
general  church  World  Service  activity 
is  based  on  the  decisions  we  will  be 
making  here  financially  in  the  next  2 
days.  Unlinking  that  with  Conference 
Apportionments  will  allow  for  confer- 
ences to  deny  or  not  affirm  the  activity 
that  we  will  be  working  on  here.  It  is 
very  connectional  to  keep  them  linked 
as  Jim  pointed  out  during  the  Minority 
Report,  it  will  work  against  the 
connectional  system  to  unlink  them  al- 
lowing the  one-issue  anecdotal  stories 
that  we  all  hear  within  our  annual  con- 
ferences to  begin  to  undermine  the  sup>- 
port  of  all  of  the  World  Services  askings 
that  we  generate  from  this  body. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Thank  you,  you've 
had  one  sp>eech  for  and  one  against. 
Would  someone  wish  to  speak  for  it? 
Let's  go  in  the  back;  the  orange  card, 
mike  8. 

KEVIN  C.  GOODWIN  (Pennisula- 
Delaware):  I'm  going  to  speak  against 
it.  I  assume  since  we've  had  one  and 
one  as  permitted 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  We've  had  two  and 
one  I'm  corrected. 


GOODWIN:  Then  am  I  out  of  order? 
Because  I'm  going  to  speak  against. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Against,  no,  you're 
in  order. 

GOODWIN:  Our  conference  for  the 
past  two  years,  with  the  exception  of 
World  Service  and  Conference  Benevo- 
lences, has  given  our  churches  choice 
on  where  to  put  their  apportionments. 
It  has  worked  very  well  in  our  confer- 
ence. We've  heard  the  same  arguments 
in  our  conference,  and  we  discussed 
this  for  approximately  an  hour  when 
we  fwssed  this  and  I  talked  to  our  trea- 
surer before  we  came.  And,  we've  had 
very  good  success  in  churches  raising 
their  apportionments  now  that  they 
have  greater  choice  on  where  to  give 
the  money.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
have  a  World  Service  and  Conference 
Benevolence  split  'cause  also  as  a  mis- 
sions resource  person  for  the  confer- 
ence it  will  make  my  job  easier  in  telling 
people  where  their  money  is  going  and 
I  firmly  believe  with  greater  choice  we 
will  get  more  money  than  we  know 
what  to  do  with.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  we've  had 
two  speeches  for,  two  against.  We 
could  put  the  question  now  if  nobody 
else  wishes  to  sfjeak.  The  yellow  card, 
section,  back  section  C,  I  think.  (Pause) 
Come  to  nuke  6. 

GAUNNIE  H.  DIXON  (California- 
Pacific):  I  would  vote  and  I  would  ask 
that  we  consider  voting  in  favor  of  the 
minority  report.  Bishop  Cornelius 
Henderson  has  addressed  the  surplus 
funds  from  missions,  and  he  says  that 
The  United  Methodist  Church  can  do 
anything  for  God  that  it  has  the  will  to 
do.  And  when  it  comes  to  mission  no  re- 
sources are  surplus  resources.  The 
funds  come  from  monies  incorrectly 
described  as  reserves.  These  funds  are 
dedicated  to  these  minor/major  uses 
and  many  other  smaller  ones.  The  un- 
spent portions  of  funds  committed  for 
mission  work  that  extends  over  the  next 
few  years  can  hardly  be  described  as 
surplus.  I  would  suggest  that  we  sup- 
port the  minority  report. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  I  thank  you  very 
much,  I  can  take  one  more  opposed. 
Green  Card  "mike"  4. 

Compromise  on  World  Sen'ice  and 
Conference  Benevolences  Sought 

DON  W.  UNDERWOOD  (North 
Texas):  I  rise  to  oppose  the  minority  re- 
port and  urge  the  delegates  to  support 
the  majority  report.  The  majority  report 
represents   a    compromise    that    was 
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hammered  out  over  a  period  of  days  by 
the  members  of  the  subcommittee  and 
the  legislative  committee.  And  I  would 
remind  the  body  that  the  legislative 
committee  passed  it  by  a  large  majority, 
and  that  nov^  the  task  force  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration have  all  agreed  that  this  is 
a  compromise  that  is  best  for  the 
church.  I  can  tell  from  our  experience 
on  the  legislative  committee  that  it  is  a 
delicate  compromise  which  requires  all 
the  parts  to  be  in  place.  And  1  would 
think  that  it  would  be  a  very  bad  legis- 
lation for  us  to  rip  apart  that  compro- 
mise at  this  point.  I  urge  defeat  of  the 
minority  report  in  passive  of  the  major- 
ity report. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  we  have 
had  three  speeches  for  and  three 
against.  I  thirJc  the  question  is  clear  be- 
fore us.  Why  don't  we  move  to  the 
vote?  We  are  up  against  the  time  for  ad- 
journment. 

May  we  have  the  final  speech  bishop? 

Do  you  have  a  question,  Yellow 
Card?  Yes, 

TIMOTHY  RISS  (New  York):  I  just 
don't  understand  the  effect  of  the  mi- 
nority report.  In  so  far  as-does  the  mi- 
nority concur  with  the  petition  as 
written  or  as  amended  by  the  majority 
with  the  extra  amendment? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Do  you  want  to 
spieak  to  that? 

BRANSCOME:  Yes,  our  only  issue  is 
how  we  deal  with  world  service  and 
conference  apportionments .  We  totally 
agree  with  the  rest  of  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  do  you 
wish  a  final  word?  To  make  for  the  mo- 
tion. 

SAGER:  Just  two  quick  comments, 
first  of  all  I  think  that  it  is  important, 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Wait  just  a  minute  I 
think  that  we  should  deal  with  the  mi- 
nority report  we  are  going  to  put  that 
vote  in  question.  Amendment  first. 

BRANSCOME:  OK,  just  a  couple  of 
issues.  One  of  the  things  that  I  wanted 
to  mention  is  that  it  was  said  that  this  is 
a  fragile  compromise.  This  issue  was 
never  discussed  in  our  committee 
when  we  talked  about  a  compromise. 
The  other  thing  is  that  our,  when  it  was 
presented  the  other  day,  yesterday,  I 
guess,  there  was  a  constant  language  of 
"we  are  one  body."  If  we  are  one  body, 
then  there  is  no  reason  for  us  to  discon- 
nect this  apportionment,  thank  you. 


BISHOP  MUTTI:  Now  I  believe  Mr. 
Sager  wrill  speak  to  the  committee,  if 
you  wish  to  speak,  Stan. 

SAGER:  I  will  speak.  Bishop,  as  it  has 
been  said  the  committee  strongly  sup- 
ported the  report,  which  means  it  did 
not  support  the  minority  report.  We 
think  that  what  has  gone  into  the  report 
from  the  process  team-or  from  the 
connectional  ministries  funding  task 
force  has  been  carefully  drafted,  care- 
fully considered,  and  represents  some- 
thing that  is  good  for  this  church.  And 
within  the  committee  we  gave  it  long 
and  careful  consideration.  I  would  urge 
that  the  minority  report  be  defeated. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  lets  move 
to  the  question.  If  you  favor  the  minor- 
ity report  you  will  vote  by  pressing  1,  if 
you  do  not,  you  will  vote  by  pressing  2. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes.  250;  No,  569]  And  you  have  not 
supported  the  amendment.  The  main 
motion  is  before  you.  Are  you  ready  to 
move  to  the  vote  on  it?  No,  green  card, 
front  row,  come  to  mike  2. 1  think,  folks, 
we  need  somebody  to  move  an  exten- 
sion of  the  time  so  we  can  complete  this. 
Would  somebody  so  move?  Yes,  Yes, 
chair  of  the  calendar  and  agenda  com- 
mittee. Mike  2. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY:  I  move  that 
we  extend  the  session ,  15  minutes. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  thank  you 
very  much,  if  you  will  aprove  it,  please 
vote  when  the  light  apears.  All  right,  if 
you  disaprove  too,  you're  gonna  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Laughter)  All 
right,  just  extended  for  1 5  minutes.  [Yes, 
549;  No335i  Mike  2. 

STEPHEN  T.  DECKARD  (North  Cen- 
tral New  York):  My  question  relates  to 
point  four.  What  is  the  definition  of 
other  benevolence  giving  as  this  within 
the  connection  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church?  Or,  how  do  we  define  "other 
benevolent  giving"? 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  Do  you  want  to 
speak  to  that? 

SAGER:  If  you  are  aware  of  what  is  in 
the  statistical  reports,  there  is  a  section 
dealing  with  benevolences  The  item 
that  has  been  allready  included  in  the 
report  was  general  church  aportion- 
ments,  all  the  other  items  that  are  in  that 
benevolence  category  would  represent 
what  is  refered  to  in  the  item  four  in  the 
addition  or  the  changes  to  the  report. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  Right,  yes  pink 
card,  back  here,  yes  you,  no,  the  one  be- 
hind you.  Come  to  mike  6,  4  come  to 
mike  4. 


LEE  B.  SHEAFFER  (Virginia)  I  move 
the  question  on  all  that  is  before  us. 

Plenary  Supports  Committee  Majority 

Report  on  Connectional  Ministries 

Funding 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right,  is  it  sec- 
onded? All  right,  the  previous  question 
is  before  you,  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears,  takes  two  thirds  to  suspend 
debate.  You  are  getting  hungry.  [Yes, 
852;  No,  56]  All  right,  everything  is  be- 
fore us.  Forget  everything  else  now,  we 
need  to  go  ahead  with  this  vote  of  the 
committee  ,  you  have  defeated  the  mi- 
nority report.  You  have  before  you  the 
motion  of  concurrence  from  the  legisla- 
tive committee  on  item  1356.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  794; 
No,  107]  And  it  carries  significantly. 

All  right,  we  are  at  the  end  of  our  time 
folks.  I  want  you  to  know  that  we  do 
have  a  report  of  the  ballot,  but  we  can't 
consider  it  now.  We  will  do  that  in  the 
evening  session,  hopefully,  I  want  to 
take  just  a  personal  privaledge  to  say  to 
Tyrone  Gordon,  "I  tried."  We  are  proud 
to  work  with  people  from  Kansas  like 
Tyrone  Gordon  and  Kathy  Bannister 
whom  you  recognized  this  morrving. 

(Applause) 
Bishop  Handy  remembered 

Now  I  would,  just  let  me  say  if  I 
might,  say  a  word  of  thanks  to  you. 

Somebody  said  they  were  a  rookie 
here  and  trying  to  understand  this.  I 
know  just  exactly  how  you  feel.  This  is 
the  first  time  I  have  sat  in  this  chair.  For 
most  of  the  time  it  has  been  fun  and 
thank  you  for  your  patience  with  me 
and  with  each  other.  You  have  dealt 
with  lots  of  important  issue  this  after- 
noon. We  are  greatful  for  the  way  you 
have  handled  this.  (Applause)  As  I  sat  in 
the  chair ,  I  gave  lotsof  memories  to  one 
of  my  dear  friends  and  mentors:  The 
Bishop,  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  I  learned  a  lot 
about  how  to  preside  in  a  conference 
setting  from  Bishop  Handy.  You  who 
have  been  here  in  the  past  will  know 
that  the  presiding  officers  often  asked 
Bishop  Handy  to  chair  in  those  days 
when  you  needed  to  move  with  rapid 
dispatch.  I'm  a  little  more  laid  back 
than  Bishop  Handy,  but  I  have  deep  af- 
fection for  his  presence  and  I  am  sure 
that  he  is  looking  down  on  us  now.  An- 
other one  of  my  mentors  is  Bishop 
Monk  Bryan  and  I  am  going  to  ask 
Bishop  Bryan  to  come  and  do  our  clos- 
ing benediction.  But  we  may  have  some 
announcements.  Do  we  have  anything 
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from  the  calendar  committee,  Mary  Al- 
ice? Mike  2. 

MASSEY:  Bishop  Mutti,  I  think  that 
Carolyn  Marshall  has  an  announce- 
ment. If  she  doen't  I  will  make  it. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  We  are  going  to  turn 
to  Carolyn  for  armouncements.  Secre- 
tary. 

MARSHALL:  Announcement  that 
the  General  and  Judicial  Administra- 
tion legislative  committee  will  convene 
immediately  after  the  end  of  this  after- 
noon plenary.  Hopefully  to  fin- 
ish.There  have  been  two  aruiounc- 
ments  coming  as  far  as  the  committee 
on  presiding  officers,  going  by  the  last 
one,  that  group  will  not  meet.  But  if  any 
of  you  were  planning  on  it,  thought  you 
should  have  that  latest  ii^formation. 
And  then,  the  announcement,  that  1 
imagine  that  is  the  one  to  which  Mary 
Alice  was  refering,  is  that  the  offering 
for  marshals  and  jsages  will  be  taken  at 
the  opening  of  this  everung's  plenary. 

BISHOP  MUTTI:  All  right!  Now  I  do 
not  want  to  forget  to  tharJc  my 
coUegues  from  the  College  of  Bishops 
in  the  South  Central  Juridiction  who 
have  backed  me  up  this  afternoon  and 
Bishop  Norris  and  Bishop  Solomon, 
you  saw  how  much  I  depended  on 
them  and  I  am  very  grateful.  Bishop 
Bryan  was  a  youth  counselor  when  I 
was  a  seiuor  high,  and  it  is  a  joy  to  ask 
Bishop  Bryan  to  come  now  and  do  our 
closing  prayer. 

BISHOP  MONK  BRYAN  (Retired): 
(prayer) 

Wednesday  Evening 
May  10, 2000 

(Bishop  Ernest  S.  Lyghl,  presiding) 

(Singing,  led  by  Cynthia  Wilson,  musi- 
cians Johnetta  Johnson  Page  and  Monya 
Logan;  Hymn  127,  "Guide  Me,  O  Thou 
Great  Jehovah";  Hymn  374,  "Standing  on 
the  Promises";  "The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Is 
Upon  Me,"  by  Johnetta  Johnson  Page, 
Spanish  nerses  led  by  Raquel  Martttiez) 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  ERNEST  S.  LYGHT  (New 
York  Area):  Brothers  and  sisters,  let  us 
come  to  order.  I  would  invite  you  to 
lake  your  seats  that  we  might  begin  our 
evening  session.  I  welcome  you  back 
this  evening  for  our  evening  session  for 
the  work  that  we  will  share  together.  I 
am  Ernest  Lyght,  the  resident  bishop  of 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference. 


(Applause) 

1  want  to  introduce  two  of  my 
collogues  who  are  backing  me  up  this 
evening.  Bishop  Neil  Irons,  the  resident 
bishop  of  Central  Pennsylvania,  and 
also  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete,  who  is  re- 
tired but  very  active  in  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference. 

(Applause) 

I  think  it  is  obvious  to  all  of  us  that  we 
have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do  this  eve- 
ning. I  want  to  remind  the  legislative 
committee  chairpersons  of  the  rules 
which  we  have  adopted,  and  also  all  of 
you,  that  we're  operating  under  the 
rules  that  we  adopted,  which  which 
will  guide  our  process  from  this  time 
forward. 

As  we  settle  in  and  direct  our  atten- 
tion to  who  we  are,  and  the  purpose  for 
our  being  here  torught  and  during  the 
course  of  this  General  Conference,  I  in- 
vite you  now  to  be  in  an  attitude  of 
prayer  as  Cynthia  Wilson  comes  before 
us  to  sing  in  her  way,  "Sweet,  Sweet 
Spirit." 

(Song) 
(Applause) 

I  turn  now  to  the  Committee  on 
Agenda,  Mary  Alice  Massey.  Mike  2, 
please. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida): 
Bishop  Lyght  and  delegates,  our  pro- 
posed agenda  for  tomorrow  will  be 
pretty  much  the  same  as  it  has  been, 
with  the  worship  service  beginning  at 
8:15,  calendar  and  agenda  at  9:00,  and 
we  will  deal  with  plenary  from  9:10  to 
12:10.  We'll  have  announcements,  we'll 
have  lunch  recess,  then  we'll  reconvene 
at  2:30,  and  we'll  deal  with  calendar 
items  again,  and  have  dinner  recess, 
and  then  have  the  evening  session  and 
calendar  events  at  7:30,  and  maybe 
we'll  go  home  at  10:30.  We'll  see. 

HTZGERALD  REIST  (Coordinator  of 
the  Calendar):  I  thought  you  might  like 
to  know  how  much  work  you  have  left. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  700  items 
of  business  not  yet  dealt  with.  Have 
fun. 

(Anxious  Laughter) 

Offering  Received  as  Gift 
to  Marshab  and  Pages 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Well,  with  that  ad- 
monition, let  us  have  fun  this  evening 
as  we  do  our  work.  Now  I  want  to  do 
something  that  you've  been  waiting  to 


do,  and  that  I  am  sure  that  you  are  de- 
sirous of  doing.  During  the  course  of 
this  General  Conference,  we  are  being 
served  by  our  marshals  and  our  F>ages. 
These  brothers  and  sisters  come  among 
us  paying  their  own  expenses  and  serv- 
ing us  of  their  own  free  will  as  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Jesus  Christ.  I'm 
sure  that  you  will  want  to  be  supportive 
of  them,  and  we're  going  to  receive  an 
offering  now,  and  this  offering  is  for 
our  marshals  and  our  pages.  I  invite 
you  to  participate.  I  invite  you — indeed 
encourage — each  one  of  us  to  be  gener- 
ous in  our  offering.  I  would  ask  the  ush- 
ers if  they  would  now  come  among  us 
and  receive  the  offering  for  the  mar- 
shals and  the  pages.  I  see  a  sign  all  the 
way  in  the  back.  Mike  8,  please. 

KEVIN  G.  GOODWIN  (Peninsula- 
Delaware):  Who  do  we  make  our 
checks  payable  to  if  we  want  to  donate 
via  check,  sir? 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  GCFA,  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion, for  checks.  I  invite  you  to  make 
this  a  very  silent  offering. 

(Pause  for  offering) 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Now  as  the  offering 
is  being  received,  I'm  going  to  turn  to 
Local  Church.  Tyrone  Gordon,  if  you're 
ready  to  present? 

TYRONE  D.  GORDON  (Kansas 
West):  Bishop,  we've  been  ready.  And 
as  we  come  before  you,  I  want  to  also 
recognize  our  subcommittee  chairper- 
sons: Dennis  Blackwell  from  Southern 
New  Jersey,  Richard  Jones,  Ed  Kail, 
Bernard  "Skip"  Keels,  Terry  Clark, 
Matthew  Pinson.  And  they're  here  for 
backup,  and  as  I  present  some  of  our 
f)etitions,  also  our  secretary,  Judy 
Benson,  will  be  presenting,  and  our  vice 
chair,  Joe  Kilpatrick. 

I'd  like  to  call  your  attention  to  page 
2095  in  your  DCA,  Calendar  Item  No. 
1211.  You'll  also  find  it  in  your  Advance 
DCA,  page  1122,  Petition  No.  30275. 
Committee  is  recommending  concur- 
rence as  amended.  We  are  recommend- 
ing that  because  it  allows  for  the  future 
expansion  of  such  group*,  and  defining 
examples  such  as  scouting  units, 
whether  it's  in  the  U.S.  or  in  the  Central 
Conferences,  and  it  uses  permissive 
language,  "may"  instead  of  "shall  "  The 
committee  recommends  concurrence 
as  amended. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  The  petition  is  be- 
fore us.  I  see  no  cards.  Then,  you  may 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  JYes.  795; 
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No,  1 2/ You  have  sustained  the  commit- 
tee. 

Local  Churches  Enabled  to 
Be  Environmentally  Responsible 

GORDON:  We  would  like  call  your 
attention  to  page  no.  1995  in  your  DC  A, 
Calendar  Item  647.  You'll  also  find  it  in 
your  Advance  DCA,  on  page  1123,  Peti- 
tion No.  30028.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  because  it  enables 
the  local  church  to  become  environ- 
mentally responsible,  to  promote 
greater  awareness  of  the  treasured  re- 
sources of  God's  creation,  and  it  also 
uses  permissive  language,  "may"  in- 
stead of  "shall." 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  the  peti- 
tion is  before  you.  The  committee  rec- 
ommends concurrence.  Vote  1  for  Yes, 
2  for  No.  You  may  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  736;  No,  97]  You  have  sus- 
tained the  committee. 

GORDON:  I'd  like  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  page  2095,  Calendar  Item  1212. 
You'll  find  it  in  your  Advance  DCA  on 
page  1102,  Petition  No.  30317.  We  are 
recommending  concurrence.  This  is  re- 
ferring to  a  constitutional  amendment 
that  will  enable  the  General  Conference 
to  talk  about  baptism  things  at  the  next 
General  Conference. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Is  this  the  constitu- 
tional amendment? 

GORDON:  Yes,  sir. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Okay  it  will  require 
two-thirds  vote.  (Pause)  Appears 
you're  ready  to  vote.  Vote  one  for  yes, 
two  for  no,  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  (Pause)  All  right,  you  have  sus- 
tained the  committee  with  two-thirds. 
[Yes,  778;  No,  94] 

GORDON:  Bishop,  I'd  like  to  present 
Judy  Bensen  who  will  proceed  with  the 
report. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Okay. 

JUDY  J.  BENSON  (Oklahoma): 
Would  you  turn  to  p.  2095  where  you 
will  find  Calendar  Item  1214,  which 
covers  Petition  30857,  in  Volume  One, 
Section  Two  of  the  DCA.  The  committee 
recommends  concurrence  as  amended. 
We  believe  that  this  will  encourage  fo- 
cusing on  our  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  recommend 
concurrence,  with  amendment. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  as  amended.  I  see 
no  cards,  you  may  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  {Pause)  You  have  sustained 
the  committee.  [Yes,  822;  No,  41] 


GORDAN:  Bishop  I  would  like  to  also 
present  our  vice-chairperson,  Joe  Kil- 
pa trick,  who  will  bring  the  rest  of  the  re- 
port. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you. 

Inclusive  language  and 
UM  Publishing  House  Addressed 

JOE  W.  KILPATRICK  (North  Geor- 
gia): We  are  on  p.  2095  Calendar  Item 
1216,  top  right-hand  side  of  the  page. 
This  is  Petition  30844  and  would  be  on 
p.  1 144  of  the  Advance  DCA.  It  concerns 
diverse  metaphorical  images  from  the 
Bible.  The  committee  is  recommending 
concurrence  as  amended.  The  rational 
is  that  the  petition  continues  an  appro- 
priate tradition;  calling  the  church  to 
use  inclusive  language.  It  challenges  us 
to  avoid  metaphors  that  are  exclusively 
positive  or  negative.  The  deleted  part  of 
the  petition  preserves  the  ability  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  to 
serve  its  many  constituencies  arid  it 
preserves  The  Book  of  Worship  as  a  book 
of  worship  rather  than  making  it  a  text- 
book for  a  particular  agenda.  We  rec- 
ommend concurrence  as  amended. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  as  amended.  I  see  a 
card.  Please  come  to  mike  4. 

Support  Given  for 
"Words  That  Hurt,  Words  That  Heal" 

SUE  A.  SETTERLUND  (Wisconsin): 
I'd  like  to  know  the  rational;  why  you 
took  out  those  two;  "Be  It  Further  Re- 
solved?" I  think  the  "Words  That  Hurt, 
Words  That  Heal"  document  is  excel- 
lent, and  I  think  that  we  need  to  con- 
tinue to  use  it  and  so  I'd  hke  your 
rational. 

JOE  KILPATRICK:  The  petition  does 
not  address  specifically  the  document 
"Words  That  Hurt,  Words  That  Heal" 
so  far  as  it's  references  in  the  first  para- 
graph. It  calls  upon  the  Publishing 
House  to  use  inclusive  language,  which 
it  already  does;  and  calls  upon  the  Pub- 
lishing House  to  establish  guidelines, 
which  is  not  its  ordinary  role.  The  Pub- 
lishing House  needs  to  sustain  itself 
through  publishing  of  materials  that 
are  accepted  in  the  market  place.  It  gets 
no  funding  from  the  collection  plate.  So 
to  put  this  kind  of  a  role  on  the  Pub- 
lishing House  would  be  a  bit  of  a  strain. 
That  is  a  bit  of  unusual.  That  was  the  ra- 
tional. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  yes,  do 
you  want  to  follow  up?  Mike  4. 

SETTERLUND:  But  the  last  para- 
graph does  say  that  they  will  update 


the  document,  "  "Words  That  Hurt, 
Words  That  Heal'  in  order  to  provide . . 
.  "so  we  need  to  continue.  You  didn't 
answer  the  question  you  know.  You 
told  me  it  wasn't  there. 

KILPATRICK:  The  document 
"Words  That  Hurt,  Words  That  Heal" 
can  be  updated  by  the  original  authors; 
and  can  be  addressed  by  United  Meth- 
odist Women,  can  be  addressed  by  the 
GBGM;  can  be  addressed  by  any  group 
that  cares  to  do  that.  So  a  petition  call- 
ing upon  the  Publishing  House  or  the 
Council  of  Ministries  to  do  that  did  not 
seem  to  be  necessary. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Yes,  do 
you  want  to  come  to  mike  4?  Okay. 

WILLIAM  H.  WILSON  (West  Vir- 
ginia): I  would  like  to  move  an  amend- 
ment. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Ail  right. 

WILSON:  The  amendment  being  . .  . 
[amendment  not  stated  here] 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Is  there  a  second? 
It's  seconded. 

WILSON:  The  amendment  on  p. 
2095;  to  reir\state  the  paragraph,  the  last 
paragraph.  "Be  it  further  resolved  that 
the  GCOM  or  other  appropriate  body 
will  update  the  document  "Words  That 
Hurt,  Words  That  Heal'  ",  etc,  through 
the  remainder  of  the  petition. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  then  your 
amendment  is  to  restore  that  bottom 
paragraph. 

WILSON:  To  restore  the  bottom  para- 
graph, yes  sir. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Do  you 
want  to  speak  to  it? 

BILL  WILSON:  Just  simply  in  re- 
sponse to  what  has  just  been  said  that  I 
believe  that  it's  really  important,  and 
that  document  particularly,  "Words 
That  Hurt,  Words  That  Heal,"  that  the 
encouragement  in  this  paragraph  is  for 
study  across  the  denomination  as  well 
as  the  importance  of  an  agency  of  the 
church  to  update  that  very,  very  critical 
and  important  piece  of  literature. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Does  any- 
one wish  to  speak  against  the  amend- 
ment? All  right,  I  see  no  one  who 
wishes  to  speak  against  it.  The  amend- 
ment is  to  restore  the  bottom  paragraph 
under  petition  1 21 6  which  begins,  "Be  it 
further  resolved  that  the  GCOM,"  etc. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 

KILPATRICK:  Bishop!  Bishop. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Yes.  I'm  sorry.  Go 
right  ahead  and  speak  to  it. 
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KILPATRICK:  Yes.  The  petition  does 
a  lot  more  than  just  say  to  update  the 
document.  The  jsetition  says  to  include 
the  document  in  the  next  edition  of  our 
Book  of  Worship.  The  committee  did  not 
feel  that  that  would  be  an  appropriate 
place  to  put  this  particular  document. 
And  so  we  would  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Then 
we're  ready  to  vote  on  the  amendment. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
(Pause)  All  right,  the  amendment  fails. 
[Yes,  355;  No,  524]  The  petition  1216  is 
before  us.  All  right,  I  see  no  cards,  it  ap- 
pears you  are  ready  to  vote.  If  you  vote 
yes,  push  one,  no  push  tv^^o.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  [Yes, 
766;  No,  134]  You  have  sustained  the 
committee. 

Church  Closings 
of  Interest  to  Archives  and  History 

KILPATRICK:  Our  next  petition  is 
found  on  the  next  page,  p.  2096,  it's  Cal- 
endar Item  1217.  The  f)etition  itself  is 
found  on  p.  1139  and  is  Petition  30086. 
This  is  a  trustee-a  local  church-matter. 
The  committee  is  recommending 
non-concurrence.  The  petition  asks  that 
the  chairman  of  the  trustees,  chairman 
of  the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  be  notified  when  a  church  is 
closed.  We  believe  that  this  is  not  a  mat- 
ter for  legislation  that  dedicated  clergy 
and  laity,  who  do  ha ve  a  passion  for  our 
history  and  historical  documents,  de- 
serves support.  However,  the  commit- 
tee saw  no  need  for  a  global  legislation 
of  a  matter  that  could  be  handled  more 
efficiently  by  just  sending  annual  or 
quarterly  e-mail  between  conference 
officials. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  PeHtion  1217  is  be- 
fore you.  I  see  a  yellow  card  all  the  way 
in  the  back,  would  you  please  come  to 
Mike  5. 

FRANCES  H.  MOORE  (North  Ala- 
bama): As  one  who  has  worked  with 
the  historical  society  in  our  conference 
and  have  found  the  information  that 
they  have  to  be  very,  very  helpful  in 
many,  many  instances,  1  think  it  would 
be  very  well  if  these  fjeople  would,  if 
the  chair  or  someone  would,  notify  the 
director  of  the  historical  society.  Many 
now  have  archivists  who  take  care  of  all 
of  that  for  us  and  I  know  the  ones  in  our 
state  would  really  like  to  have  it  imme- 
diately. So  I  ask  you  to  vote  against  this. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  the 
speech  against.  I  see  no  other  cards.  Pe- 
tition 1217. is  before  you.  Please  vote 


when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  632;  No, 
266]  You  have  sustained  the  committee. 

KILPATRICK:  Our  next  item  is  right 
below  that  one.  Calendar  Item  No. 
1218.  Committee  is  recommending 
nonconcurrence.  This  petition  involved 
a  major  re-write  of  paragraphs  242-244, 
concerning  membership,  that  included 
a  lot  of  language  that  had  the  profess- 
ing-member  language  in  it  and  con- 
tained wording  as  to  baptized  members 
and  professing  members.  The  commit- 
tee believed  that  the  re-write  of  these 
paragraphs  could  be  done  more  effi- 
ciently after  constitutional  amend- 
ments had  been  approved  or 
disapproved  during  the  coming  qua- 
drermium.  So  we  recommend  noncon- 
currence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  1218  is  be- 
fore you.  The  committee  recommends 
nonconcurrence.  I  see  no  cards.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  837; 
No,  51]  You  have  sustained  the  commit- 
tee. 

Dispursement  of  Funds  from  Disposition 
of  Property  Determined 

KILPATRICK:  Next  Calendar  Item  is 
1219  on  the  same  page^  This  relates  to 
page  1137,  Advance  DCA,  Petition 
31592.  Committee  is  recommending 
concurrence  as  amended.  This  adds  a 
paragraph  to  paragraph  2542,  a  trustee 
matter.  The  committee  is  concurring,  is 
offering  concurrence  here  on  a  f>etition 
which  adds  the  ability  to  use  funds 
from  a  sale  of  property  for  operating  ex- 
penses under  certain  strict  conditions. 
Those  conditions  have  to  do  as  laid  out 
there  in  paragraph  1219,  which  is:  That 
congregational  redevelopment  plan 
has  been  developed;  that  the  plan  has 
been  developed  in  consultation  with 
appropriate  conference  development 
staff;  that  has  been  approved  by  the 
cabinet,  that  it  has  been  approved  by 
the  district;  and  that  it  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  annual  conference.  Com- 
mittee recommends  concurrence  as 
amended. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  1219  is  be- 
fore you.  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended.  I  see  a  green  card. 
Please  come  to,  which  mike  is  closer? 
Let's  come  to  mike  6. 

PAT  STROMAN  (Central  Texas):  I 
would  opfjose  the  concurrence  and  ask 
that  the  body  not  support  the  commit- 
tee. I  have  followed  this  from  subcom- 
mittee, to  the  legislative  committee, 
and  now  to  the  floor,  because  I'm  con- 
vinced that  we  are  entering  upon  a  slip- 


pery slope  anytime  we  begin  to  sell 
property  to  pay  the  light  bill.  The  ex- 
ception is  listed  here  and  it's  very  defi- 
nite. But,  I  have  found  that  exceptions 
become  the  rule.  The  review  plan  and 
future  is  already  covered  under  Peti- 
tion 3110  found  as  Calendar  Item  757 
that  you  approved  on  the  consent  cal- 
endar in  the  past  days.  Now  that  review 
plan  will  enable  that  property  to  be 
used  for  new  ministries,  but  if  a  dying 
congregation  has  already  sold  off  the 
assets  and  used  it  up  there  will  be  noth- 
ing there  for  future  ministries. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  You'll  need  to  sum 
up. 

STROMAN:  I  will.  In  Texas  we  find  it 
appropriate  when  a  horse  dies  to  dis- 
mount. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  I  see  no  other  cards. 
Petition  1219  is  before  you.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  516;  No, 
364]  You  have  sustained  the  committee. 

Implications  of  the  Word  "Employment" 
Discussed 

KILPATRICK:  Bishop,  our  final  item 
is  there  on  page  2096.  Calendar  Item 
1220  has  to  do  with  the  pjetition  on  page 
1132ofthe/l^wJnceDCy4Petition31152. 
The  committee  is  recommending  con- 
currence. This  was  a  p>etition  from 
GCFA,  which  cleans  the  language  con- 
cerning employment.  As  you  know, 
there  is  a  requirement  in  the  Discipline 
that  employees  be  notified  whenever 
there  is  going  to  be  a  PPR  Committee 
meeting  that  discusses  their  employ- 
ment. The  word  "employment"  has 
certain  implications  and  what  this  peti- 
tion does  is  simply  say  that  in  relation- 
ship to  a  clergy  p>erson,  that  you're 
talking  about  their  continued  apfwint- 
ment,  while  spieaking  of  lay  p>eople, 
you're  talking  about  employment.  So,  it 
separates  appointment  from  employ- 
ment. There  is  no  change  in  the  notifica- 
tion rules.  It  preserves  the  integrity  of 
the  PPR  Committee  having  proper  noti- 
fication to  the  persons  involved  when 
they  are  discussing  employment  and 
apjxjintment  recommends  concur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Petition 
1220  is  before  you;  the  committee  rec- 
ommends concurrence.  I  see  no  cards, 
then  please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  821;  No,  86]  You  have  sus- 
tained the  committee. 

KIRKPATRICK:  Bishop  Lyght,  that 
concludes  our  report  for  this  evening. 
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BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Turn  now  to  Jeff  Greenway,  Dis- 
cipleship. 

JEFFREY  E.  GREENWAY  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  Bishop  Lyght,  Stan 
Sager,  the  chairperson  of  the  Financial 
Administration  Legislative  Committee, 
has  asked  that  1  might  yield  the  begin- 
ning of  my  report  so  that  he  might  care 
for  one  timely  item. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you. 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexoco):  Thank 
you,  Jeff,  for  relinquishing  some  of  your 
time.  There's  one  item  which  has  been 
removed  from  the  Consent  Calendar.  It 
is  on  p.  2068  DCA  as  Calendar  Item  916. 
It  has  been  removed  at  the  request  of 
our  brother  from  the  Russian  Provi- 
sional Conference  and  others  so  that  the 
Russian  delegate  may  address  this 
group  tonight  in  Russian  at  a  time  when 
Bishop  Minor  is  here  to  translate,  and  I 
understand  that  the  bishop  will  be  leav- 
ing tomorrow.  I  believe  he  has  been 
alerted  to  this.  The  petition  appears  in 
the  Advance  DCA,  at  paragraph,  at  p. 
453,  it  is  Petition  30097.  The  committee 
voted  noncurrence.  The  vote  would 
disqualify  me,  I  believe,  from  making 
any  comments  about  it  now  so  I  would 
reserve  any  recitation  of  the  position  of 
the  committee  until  after  hearing  state- 
ments on  it.  Bishop,  if  that's  all  right. 

BISHOP  LYGHT::  All  right,  then 
you're  bringing  Petition  916  before  us 
in  order  that  the  statement  might  be 
made. 

SAGAR:  That  is  correct,  sir. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  Bishop 
Minor  is  here.  Is  the  delegate  here?  OK. 
You  want  to  come  to  mike  2?  Is  it  agree- 
able that  Bishop  Minor  translate?  It's 
agreeable.  Thank  you. 

Russian  Delegate  Speaks  of  Russian 
Church's  Financial  Need 

ANDRE  KIM  (Russian  Provisional) 
[English  interpretation  from  Russian] 

I  rise  to  speak  against  the  motion  and 
give  some  witness  about  the  Russian 
United  Methodist  Church.  I  have  3 
minutes  but  ask  for  time  for  trar^lation. 

(Laughter) 

The  Russian  United  Methodist 
Church  is  looking  back  at  ten  years  of 
existence  this  year.  The  first  church  was 
started  in  1990,  and  as  the  Russian  Mis- 
sion was  opened  in  1992,  there  were 
only  three  churches.  Now  we  have  70 
churches.  Geographically  they  are  from 
Kaliningrad  in  the  Baltic  Sea  to  the  far 


east  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  it  includes 
Ukraine  and  Kazakstan.  And  Method- 
ist churches  are  not  only  in  cities  but 
also  in  villages.  And  there  are  new  pos- 
sibilities for  church  development.  So 
far,  churches  were  mostly  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  Russia,  but  there  are  new 
churches  in  the  eastern,  in  the  Asian, 
and  the  Siberian  part.  The  churches  are 
not  only  serving  with  the  world,  but 
they  have  wide  social  programs  too. 
For  example  preventative  work  with  al- 
coholism and  drug  addiction;  care  for 
children  in  orphanages;  in  prison  min- 
istry; work  with  women,  children,  and 
youth;  and  help  for  families  in  need, 
and  especially  of  the  poor  people  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  We'll  need  to  move 
to  a  summation. 

KIM:  We  are  grateful  that  many  of 
these  programs  we  do  with  the  help  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  world- 
wide. Most  of  our  churches  don't  have 
their  own  buildings  and  therefore  there 
are  some  problems.  And  so,  they 
should  not  be  without  the  building. 
And  there  is  a  seminary  that  has  70  stu- 
dents, and  there  is  a  great  need  for  these 
students  to  finish  their  studies  and  be 
available  for  appointment.  This  is  the 
situation  of  the  Russian  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  And  so  the  church  has 
been  growing  quite  rapidly.  But  on  the 
other  hand  it's  just  a  drop  in  the  bucket 
on  geographically  the  sixth  of  this 
world.  And  therefore  I  would  conclude 
with  the  words  of  the  gospel:  "The  har- 
vest is  great,  but  there  are  only  few 
workers."  And  this  is  true  for  Russia 
too.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  How  do  you  wish 
to  proceed? 

SAGER:  I  would  be  willing  certainly 
to  state  the  position  of  the  committee  of 
the  chair  wants  to  put  it  to  a  vote  now  or 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Are  you  ready  to 
place  it  before  the  body. 

SAGER:  I  am. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right  then.  Peti- 
tion 91 6  is  before  us.  Do  we  you  want  to 
address  it? 

SAGER:  The  petition  calls  21  million 
dollars  in  apportioned  funds.  The  com- 
mittee felt  great  sympathy  for  the  Rus- 
sian Ministry  and  the  7  areas  which  are 
addressed  in  the  request.  However,  we 
also  feel  empathy  for  those  who  are 
forced  to  pay.  And  without  sounding 
crass,  or  without  trying  to  sound  crass, 
we  did  not  feel  that  this  was  the  time  to 
begin  to  commit  that  amount  of  money 


in  view  of  all  the  other  demands  that 
are  being  made  upon  this  General  Con- 
ference. So  it  was  the  conclusion  of  the 
committee  and  the  vote  was  [Yes,  79; 
No,  2]  against  nonoccurrence  that  this 
was  not  the  time  to  embark  upon  this 
ambitious,  but  extremely  worthwhile 
project.  Perhaps  some  other  time. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  then  peti- 
tion 91 6  is  before  us.  I  see  a  group  of  yel- 
low cards.  Who  is  the  spokesperson.  All 
right,  would  you  go  to  mike  5,  please. 

Substitute  Motion  for  Financing 
Russian  Iniative  Put  Forth 

FRANK  L.  DORSEY  (Kansas  East): 
I'm  in  charge  of  congregational  growth 
and  development  in  Kansas  east  confer- 
ence. And  I've  been  a  part  of  the  Russian 
Initiative  and  have  been  to  Russia  on 
two  occasions.  And  so  out  of  that  I 
would  like  to  amend  the  petition  before 
us.  I  would  like  to  do  that,  if  you  come 
down  the  page  to  where  the  first  "be  it 
resolved"  and  substitute  by  amendment 
to  the  end  of  the  petition  these  words: 
"Be  it  resolved;  in  this  kairos  moment  at 
the  beginning  of  the  21"  century,  that 
during  the  2001-2004  quadrennium. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  increase 
its  missional  support  for  mission  evan- 
gelism that  is  expressed  in  theological 
education  and  congregational  growth 
and  development  in  Russia  and  the  CIS. 
Be  it  further  resolved;  that  faithfulness 
to  the  great  commission  The  United 
Methodist  Church  fund  this  missional 
effort  through  an  apportionment  of 
$1,500,000  per  year  for  a  total  of 
$6,000,000  for  the  quadrennium."  We 
move  adoption  of  this  motion  with  ref- 
erence to  GCFA.  If  I  have  a  second  I'd 
like  to  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right  it  is  sec- 
onded. You  may  speak,  Frank. 

DORSEY:  I  am  reminded  of  some- 
thing that  Bonino  said  as  he  talked 
about  sanctification.  He  said  that  there 
is  the  kairos  moment,  that  breaks  in  and 
calls  for  concrete  action.  I  believe  in 
Russia  that  it  is  now  that  kairos  moment  , 
that  calls  for  us  historically  to  step  in  ' 
and  do  a  concrete  action  to  work  with 
our  brothers  and  sisters  and  to  spread 
the  gospel  of  .Jesus  Christ  across  that 
whole  area  that's  now  Russia  and  CIS.  I 
believe  we  have  a  small  window  of  op- 
portunity and  we  should  act  now.  We 
should  beg  the  resources  if  necessary, 
but  we  must  answer  the  great  commis- 
sion to  preach  the  word  of  the  gospel  to 
the  people  of  Russia  and  the  CIS. 
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BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right  now,  is  the 
house  clear  about  the  amendment?  All 
right,  1  see  a  yellow  card  all  the  way  in 
the  back.  Would  you  come  to  mike  5  or 
8,  either  one.  Mike  8. 

OLGIERD  BENEDYKTOWICZ  (Po- 
land): I  have  a  question.  The  petition 
916  will  withdraw.  Also,  I  would  like  to 
ask:  That  other  post-Communist  coun- 
tries should  be  taken  under  consider- 
ation. In  Poland  we  have  probably  the 
oldest  Methodist  seminary,  and  we  do 
not  have  a  projser  suppwrt  for  our  work. 
So  this  is  my  motion.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right  I  take  that 
as  a  sp>eech  against.  All  the  way  in  the 
back  standing  on  the  left.  Mike8  please. 

Amendment  Proposed  for 
Funding  Eastern  European  Seminaries 

H.  EDDIE  FOX  (Holston):  It  is  a  kairos 
moment  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Rus- 
sia, Estonia,  Poland,  Latvia,  Lithuania, 
Czech,  Slovakia,  Bulgaria,  Macedonia, 
Kosovo,  Croatia.  A  part  of  the  world 
that  has  suffered  much.  And  those 
countries  that  1  named,  many  of  them 
have  been  stepped  on,  and  stepped 
over,  throughout  history.  There  is  a 
brand  new  seminary  in  Tallinn,  Esto- 
nia, with  50  students.  There  is  a  semi- 
nary for  training  in  Poland.  There  is  a 
seminary  in  Slovakia  where  on  one  oc- 
casion, in  1990,  one  Methodist  minister, 
was  left.  Today  there  are  12  young  stu- 
dents preparing  for  the  ministry  in  that 
country.  Therefore,  1  move,  as  an 
amendment  that  the  paragraph  "Be  it 
resolved  that  the  amount  of  SI  0,500,000 
(for  I'm  not  sure  if  he  amended  this  or 
not)  be  raised  over  the  next  quadren- 
nium.  If  that  amendment  applies  to  that 
51,500,000  for  CIS  1  move  to  amend 
that,  and  that  this  goal  be  set  as  an  ad- 
vance special.  Yesterday,  we  approved 
a  motion  on  this  floor  that  allocated 
$4,000,000,  52,000,000  from  Higher  Ed- 
ucation, 52,000,000  from  the  General 
Conference  to  be  allocated  among  these 
seminaries.  How  can  we  leave  out 
countries  like  Estonia,  Lithuania  and 
Latvia,  who  for  more  than  50  years 
were  incorporated  into  the  Soviet  Un- 
ion. Therefore,  I  move  a  substitute 
amendment  that  this  money  be  placed 
as  a  goal  in  an  advance  special  and  not 
be  in  an  apportionment. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  we  have  a 
second  then  we  are  under  discussion  of 
the  amendment  by  substitution.  Eddie, 
do  you  want  to  read  that  amendment 
again,  please,  so  that  the  house  is  clear? 


FOX:  It's  probably  better  that  I  read, 
for  if  I  send  it,  it  will  take  it  too  long  to 
get  there  from  the  back  of  the  house.  It  is 
to  move  that  the  funds,  whether  it  is  the 
10  million  or  the  1 .5  million,  that  this  be 
established  as  an  advance  special  rather 
than  to  be  apportioned  money. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  thank 
you.  The  yellow  card  in  the  back,  please 
come  to  mike  5. 

(Pause) 

EDWARD  T.  PUSLECKl  (Poland): 
Hello.  I  think  we  need  to  support 
clearly  all  the  post-Communist  coun- 
tries, rather  than  one,  and  I  think,  to  the 
amendment  which  was  just  made,  we 
need  to  add,  clearly,  that  this  amend- 
ment would  take  into  consideration  Es- 
tonia, Latvia,  and  Poland.  In  the  last 
country,  we  have  the  oldest  and  the  big- 
gest seminary  in  the  post-Communist 
countries.  We  can't  just  support  one 
country  and  forget  others  who  suffered 
fifty  years  under  the  Communist  ruler- 
ship.  If  there  should  be  a  just  and  fair 
distribution  of  money,  please  take  into 
consideration  also  other  f>ost-Commu- 
nist  countries.  This  means  practically 
also  Warsaw  Seminary. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you.  There's 
an  orange  card  on  my  left.  Please  come 
to  mike  7. 

BERNARD  "SKIP'  KEELS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Someone  said  it 
was  a  itfliros  moment,  and  I  think  that's 
perhaps  worth  reflecting  on.  It's  not 
only  a  kairos  moment  for  the  central 
conferences,  it's  a  kairos  moment  for  the 
American  church.  How  sad  it  is  to  hear 
brothers  and  sisters  from  the  former  So- 
viet bloc  beg  for  bread,  when  the  Word 
of  God  said  that  we  should  never  be 
begging  for  bread.  How  sad  it  is  to  see 
the  central  conferences  in  Africa,  who 
are  growing  so  fast,  beg  for  bread.  In 
many  ways,  it  is  we  as  the  American 
church  that  ought  to  be  begging  for 
bread  the  bread  that  we  so  foolishly 
spend  on  McDonald's  and  everything 
else,  and  on  our  [unintelligible]  fwlitical 
issues,  is  the  bread  that  would  feed  peo- 
ple in  the  central  conferences.  As  a  for- 
mer district  superintendent,  it  was  our 
pleasure  in  Baltimore  to  host  Elena 
Tischenko  of  the  Ekalennberg  church, 
the  Church  of  the  Return.  What  a  pow- 
erful name,  "the  Church  of  the  Return." 
Their  prison  ministry  itself  baptized 
over  5()0  prisoners.  Probably  no  church 
in  this  General  Conference  has  bap- 
tized 500  prisoners.  Moreover,  proba- 
bly    no     church     in     this     General 


Conference  would  even  visit  500  pris- 
oners. So  I  think  there's  somethmg  for 
us  to  learn  from  amendments  that  talk 
about  the  justice  of  money.  I  come  from 
the  African  Diasp>ora,  but  I  believe  that 
God  does  not  want  any  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  to  be  begging  for  bread. 

And  so  I  rise  to  support  the  initial 
amendment  and  to  say  to  the  brothers 
from  Poland  and  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters from  Russia,  fight  not  against  one 
another,  for  you  do  wrestle  against  the 
flesh  and  blood  of  this  world,  and  we 
are  the  ones  who  are  very,  very  guilty  of 
forgetting  the  most  historic  phrase  ever 
uttered  in  Methodism:  'The  world  is 
my  parish." 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Now, 
where  we  are  is  that  we  have  an  amend- 
ment by  substitution  to  the  original 
amendment.  We've  had  three  speeches 
in  favor  of  that  substitution.  1  can  hear 
someone  who  needs  to  speak  against  it. 
Come  to  mike  2,  please. 

Russian  Iniatiiv  Tabled  Pending  Report 
from  Higher  Education  Committee 

T.  TERRELL  SESSUMS  (Florida): 
Bishop,  this  is  f>erhap)s  more  of  a  ques- 
tion, but  I  have  the  distinct  recollection 
that  our  Legislative  Committee  on 
Higher  Education — and  then  perhaps 
yesterday,  our  General  Confer- 
ence— acted  on  a  proposal  to  expend 
some  54  million  over  the  quadrennium 
for  seminary  development  in  Eastern 
Eurojse,  that  our  Board  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation and  Ministry  had  worked  to  de- 
velop a  coordinated  plan  to  help  all  of 
these  seminaries — including  the  ones 
in  Estonia  and  Poland  and  Mos- 
cow— on  a  matching  fund  basis,  and 
we've  already  acted  on  that.  My  mem- 
ory may  be  more  from  committee  than 
from  General  Conference,  but  I  think 
that  we're  dealing  with  the  same  sub- 
ject twice  in  some  of  these  instances 
And  we  have  a  number  of  resolutions 
that  perhaps  will  be  commg  forward, 
and  the  Higher  Education  legislative 
report  tomorrow  that  do  deal  with  the 
very  systematic  development  of  a  plan 
for  meeting  these  seminary  needs  in 
Eastern  Eurofse.  So  1  am  inclined  to  sup- 
port nonconcurrence,  or  at  least  to  de- 
lay this,  until  we  make  sure  of  what 
we've  either  already  done  or  what's 
coming  from  Higher  Education. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  I'll  take 
that  as  a  speech  against  the  amendment 
by  substitution.  Yes,  would  you  come 
to  mike  2,  please? 
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JACK  W.  PLOWMAN  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  Bishop,  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question  on  all  that  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Well,  we  can  take 
one  more  speech  against,  if  there  is 
someone  who  wishes  to  speak  against 
the  amendment  by  substitution.  Yes, 
would  you  come  to  mike  6,  please? 

(Pause) 

SUSAN  RUACH  (South  Indiana): 
Bishop,  I  move  to  table  this  until  we 
have  the  report  from  Higher  Education. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Do  we 
have  a  second?  The  motion  is  to  table. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  640;  No,  276]  All  right,  you  have 
moved  to  table,  so  the  matter  then  is  ta- 
bled until  further  notice. 

RUACH:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you.  We 
turn  now  to  Jeff  Greenway. 

Use  ofBC  and  AD  in  UM  Publications 
Not  Mandated 

JEFFREY  E.  GREENWAY  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  Bishop  Lyght  and  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference,  the  Dis- 
cipleship  Legislative  Committee  has 
eight  calendar  items  for  your  consider- 
ation this  evening.  Hopefully,  these 
will  be  the  last  eight  items  you  will  hear 
from — or  hear  about  from  us.  The  first 
five  are  found  on  page  1990  in  your 
DC  A.  1990.  The  first  Calendar  Item  is 
601 .  It's  Petition  31555.  The  original  lan- 
guage is  found  on  page  286  in  your  Ad- 
vance DCA.  This  petition  calls  for  the 
use  of  be  and  ad  in  all  United  Methodist 
publications.  The  recommendation  of 
the  committee  is  for  nonconcurrence, 
and  the  rationale  is  that  with  the  wide 
variety  of  publishing  entities  within  the 
church,  we  are  not  willing  to  impose 
this  restriction  upon  them.  Therefore  I 
move  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  601  [sic. 
Calendar  Item]  is  before  you.  The  com- 
mittee recommends  non-concurrence.  1 
see  no  cards.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  You  have  sustained  the  com- 
nuttee.  [Yes,  798;  No,  106] 

Financial  Support  of  Ezxingelism 
Approved 

GREENWAY:  Remaining  on  p.  1990, 
Calendar  Item  602.  This  is  Petition 
31332.  It's  found,  the  original  language 
is  found  in  your  Advance  DCA  p.  296. 
This  is  a  jjetition  to  reaffirm  our  com- 
mitment to  and  financial  support  of 
evangelism  within  United  Methodist 
programs.  The  recommendation  of  the 


committee  is  for  concurrence.  The  ratio- 
nale is  that  we  are  in  agreement  that 
evangelism  is  a  crucial  function  in  our 
effort  to  fulfill  our  mission  in  making 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  therefore,  I 
move  concurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  PeHtion  602  is  be- 
fore you.  Committee  recommends  con- 
currence. I  see  no  cards.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  sus- 
tained the  committee.  [Yes,  867;  No,  44] 

Tythying  Training  Supported 

GREENWAY:  Remaining  on  p.  1990, 
Calendar  Item  604.  This  is  Petition 
31 747.  The  original  language  is  found  in 
your  Advance  DCA  p.  305.  This  is  a  peti- 
tion to  emphasize  tithing  is  a  part  of  the 
spiritual  growth  and  calls  for  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship  to  develop 
training  and  support  materials.  The 
recommendation  is  for  concurrence,  as 
amended.  The  rationale  is  that  we  are  in 
agreement  that  tithing  is  a  biblical  prin- 
ciple which  should  be  reflected  in  the 
training  and  resources  developed  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Therefore  I  move  concurrence  as 
amended. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  604  is  be- 
fore you.  I  see  no  cards.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  sus- 
tained the  committee.  [Yes,  897;  No,  25] 

Older  Adult  Ministries  Supported 

GREENWAY:  Remaining  on  page 
1 990,  Calendar  Item  605.  This  is  PeHtion 
31 966.  The  original  language  is  found  in 
your  DCA  p.  1832.  This  is  a  petition  to 
establish  a  comprehensive  plan  for 
older  adult  ministries  within  the 
church.  The  recommendation  is  for 
concurrence  with  referral  to  GCF&A. 
The  rationale  is  that  this  is  a  response  to 
a  mandate  that  was  given  to  a  group  of 
persons  from  the  1996  General  Confer- 
ence, and  we  agree  that  this  is  a  plan 
whose  time  has  come.  Therefore  I  move 
concurrence  with  referral  to  GCF&A. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Petition 
605  is  before  you.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  You  have  sustained  the 
committee.  [Yes,  872;  No,  43] 

United  Methodist  Men  Discussed 

GREENWAY:  Remaining  on  p.  1990, 
Calendar  Item  603.  This  is  Petition 
30261 .  The  language  for  this  is  found  in 
your  DCA  p.  1 81 6.  This  petition  calls  for 
an  amendment  to  paragraph  1104.1 
which  speaks  to  the  required  composi- 
tion for  voting  membership  of  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship.  This  is  a 


petition  to  give  one  of  these  positions  to 
a  representative  to  be  elected  by  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Conference  Presi- 
dents of  United  Methodist  Men. 
Recommend  is  for  non-concurrence. 
Here  is  our  rationale.  In  1996,  I  was 
present  in  the  Legislative  Committee 
on  Discipleship,  which  was  instrumen- 
tal in  forming  the  General  Commission 
on  United  Methodist  Men.  In  fact,  I 
worked  hard  for  that  to  happen,  and  I 
celebrate  the  genesis  of  this  ministry.  I 
am  fully  supportive  of  all  that  they  have 
been  about  during  the  last  quadren- 
nium.  But  also  in  1996,  the  General 
Conference  voted  to  downsize  general 
boards  and  agencies  membership,  and 
so  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
along  with  all  the  other  general  boards 
and  agencies  lost  a  significant  amount 
of  their  voting  membership.  And  there 
are  many  of  the  conferences  that  be- 
came disenfranchised  when  those  deci- 
sions were  made.  In  paragraphs  705 
and  706  in  The  Book  Of  Discipline,  mem- 
bership of  these  various  boards  and 
agencies  are  defined.  There  is  no  place 
in  those  paragraphs  in  which  specific 
entities  are  given  membership  on  gen- 
eral boards  and  agencies.  And  we  in  the 
Discipleship  Legislative  Committee  be- 
lieve that  this  would  be  a  dangerous 
precedence  to  set.  Because  then  every 
different  group  in  the  life  of  the  church 
could  petition  General  Conference  to 
have  specific  membership  on  specific 
agencies  of  which  they  have  a  passion. 
Therefore  I  move  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  603  is  be- 
fore us.  Yes,  would  you  come  to  mike  1 
please. 

GILBERT  HANKE  (Texas):  I'm  the 
national  president-elect  of  United 
Methodist  Men.  The  main  focus  of  this 
petition  is  to  increase  the  cooperative 
relationship  between  the  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship and  the  General  Commission 
on  United  Methodist  Men.  United 
Methodist  Men  believe  two  things  on 
this  petition.  The  first  is,  the  church  is 
always  better  served  when  we  build 
bridges.  And  this  petition  would  widen 
the  current  bridge  of  cooperation  be- 
tween the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
General  Commission  on  United  Meth- 
odist Men.  The  second  thing  is  we  also 
trust  the  collective  wisdom  of  General 
Conference  on  this  subject  and  either 
way  this  vote  should  go,  the  General 
Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men 
has  a  strong  desire  to  build  bridges  to 
all  parts  of  this  great  church.  The  posi- 
tion that  we  are  asking  to  be  placed  was 
in  the  original  legislation  which  was 
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p)assed  by  General  Conference  in  1996 
and  was  edited  out  of  the  1996  Disci- 
pline. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Thank 
you.  Have  a  card  all  the  way  in  the  back. 
Come  to  mike  7. 

FRANK  TROTTER  (Baltimore-Wash- 
ington): I  would  like  to  respectfully 
speak  against  the  amendment  in  favor 
of  the  committee  vote.  There  is  also  an- 
other responsibility  in  the  Discipline 
which  calls  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  have  supervisory  re- 
spwnsibility  for  several  of  its  constitu- 
encies of  which  United  Methodist  Men 
is  one  of  those.  You  can't  do  sujjervi- 
sory  work  when  someone  is  on  the 
same  level  with  you  in  the  board  as  a 
voting  membership.  We  feel  that  there 
are  others  that  are  imf>ortant  constitu- 
encies like  youth,  young  adult,  other 
ministries,  children,  for  instance.  They 
do  not  have  voting  membership  either. 
And  we  feel  like  there  is  a  very  excellent 
relationship  right  now  between  the 
General  Board  and  United  Methodist 
Men  and  the  majority  feels  like  there  is 
no  need  to  change  that  balance. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you.  All 
right,  then.  Petition  603  is  before  you. 
The  committee's  recommendation  is 
non-concurrence.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  677;  No,  246] 

You  have  sustained  the  committee. 

GREENWAY:  At  this  time  I  would 
like  to  introduce  Sarah  Warman,  a  lay 
delegate  from  the  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia Conference  who  served  as  the  chair- 
person of  the  legislative  subcomnuttee 
on  NEMO,  Children,  Youth  and  Young 
Adults. 

SARAH  WARMAN:  Bishop,  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference,  1  would 
turn  your  attention  to  page  1 979  in  your 
DCA,  Calendar  Item  475,  Petition 
31238.  This  petition  is  calling  for  each 
annual  conference  to  have  a  conference 
council  on  young  adult  ministry  or 
other  structure.  The  recommendation 
from  the  committee  is  nonconcurrence. 
The  rationale  is  that  the  material  in  this 
f)etition  is  better  addressed  in  another 
jjetifion  already  affirmed  by  this  Gen- 
eral Conference.  We  feel  this  would  be 
redundant  and  moot.  So  I  move  for  con- 
currence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Petition 
475  is  before  you.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes.  849;  No,  33]  You 
have  sustained  the  committee. 


Petition  for  CBOD  Program  to 
Exit  Homosexual  Lifestyle  Debated 

GREENWAY:  If  you  would  turn  to 
page  no.  2090  in  your  DCA.  2090.  Calen- 
dar Item  1161,  page  2090,  Calendar 
Item  1161,  Petition  31774.  The  entire 
language  for  this  petition  can  be  found 
on  page  no.  1828  in  your  DCA.  This  is  a 
petition  calling  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  create  a  pro-active  pro- 
gram and  resources  for  those  wishing 
to  leave  a  homosexual  lifestyle.  The  rec- 
ommendation of  the  committee  is  for 
nonconcurrence.  The  rationale  is  that 
after  much  conversation  and  con- 
ferencing about  this  petition,  we  be- 
lieve that  this  is  not  a  directive  that  we 
were  willing  to  give  to  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  at  this  time; 
therefore,  I  move  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  11 61  is  before 
us.  Would  you  please  come  to  mike  2. 

NYLE  N.  HERSHBERGER  (Western 
Pennsylvania):  I  would  like  to  speak  in 
opposition  to  the  motion  of  nonconcur- 
rence that  they  have.  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  to  accept  this  responsi- 
bility to  minister  to  the  homosexual 
community,  especially  to  those  jjersons 
who  want  out  of  that  lifestyle  or  who  do 
not  want  to  enter  into  that  lifestyle.  It  is 
my  understanding  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  discussing 
the  issue  of  homosexuality  since  1 972  or 
before  that.  Here  are  some  questions  we 
need  to  ask  ourselves.  How  many  per- 
sons have  died  prematurely  because  of 
living  the  homosexual  lifestyle  since 
that  time  because  history  shows  that  it 
shortens  the  life  of  the  person  10-15 
years?  How  many  persons  have  com- 
mitted suicide  because  they  knew  the 
homosexual  life  was  not  part  of  God's 
created  plan  and  God's  people  were  not 
there  to  show  God's  love  and  hope? 
How  many  jjersons  are  living  with  a 
medical  problem  because  they  are  us- 
ing their  physical  bodies  in  a  way  God 
had  not  created  them  to  be  used?  How 
many  jsersons  are  starting  or  entering 
into  this  lifestyle  because  they  have 
been  told  they  can't  change?  How 
many  persons  are  continuing  in  this 
lifestyle  because  they  have  been  told 
the  Scriptures  about  homosexuality  are 
not  applicable  or  the  writers  didn't 
know  about  sexual  orientation?  We  as 
God's  people  have  the  resfwnsibility  to 
minister  to  all  persons,  whether  they 
are  already  living  a  homosexual  life- 
style or  contemplating  that  lifestyle.  We 
need  to  stop  the  message  of  denial:  a  de- 
nial that  God  is  not  all  knowing,  a  de- 


nial that  God  is  not  able  to  transform,  a 
denial  that  there  are  physical  and  men- 
tal problems,  a  denial  that  the  sexual  act 
between  two  jjersons  of  the  same  gen- 
der is  not  normal  as  God  has  created 
them.  We  as  the  church  need  to  coun- 
teract these  messages  of  denial  and 
many  other  similar  messages  with  the 
message  of  love  and  hope.  I  urge  you  to 
vote  against  the  action  of  the  committee 
of  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  speech 
against.  I  see  no  other  cards,  then 
please,  yes,  would  you  come  to  mike  8 
please. 

Science  of  Homosexuality  Disputed 

EMERY  PERCELL  (Northern  Illinois) 
I  wish  to  sp>eak  in  favor  of  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  of  non  because  I 
know  people  who  had  been  destroyed 
because  the  church  has  rejected  them. 
The  scientific  evidence  that's  pointed  to 
in  the  article  is  not  true;  the  jury  is  still 
out  on  that.  We  need  to  protect  those 
who  are  gay  and  lesbian  in  our  midst 
and  I  urge  a  vote  of  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  would 
you  come  to  mike  2  please? 

TSHIBANG  KASAP  (North-West 
Katanga):  speaking  French 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Translator  please. 

KASAP:  We  must  respect  all  Chris- 
tians whatever  they  think  because  we 
are  all  created  in  the  image  of  God.  The 
problem  of  homosexuality  then  envi- 
sions two  problems.  The  first  question 
is  to  know  if  their  homosexuality  is  a  di- 
vine institution.  The  answer  is  no.  The 
second  question  is  to  know  what  is  the 
finality  of  homosexuality.  It  doesn't 
have  as  objective  to  respond  to  divine 
recommendation  but  human  recom- 
mendation. I  believe  that  I  encourage 
the  idea  of  the  commission.  I  believe 
that  the  church  has  a  mission  to  encour- 
age what  edifies  the  church  itself  and 
not  what  can  discourage  the  church.  I 
believe  that  the  position  of  the  commis- 
sion is  great. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  would 
you  . . .  mike  1  please. 

GERALD  "JAY"  WILLIAMS  (West- 
em  New  York):  1  just  have  a  question.  I 
was  wondering  what  the  source  of  this 
petition  is,  where  the  petition  came 
from? 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Can  the  committee 
respond  to  that? 

GREENWAY:  The  first  speaker  in  op- 
position to  the  recommendation  of  the 
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committee  was  the  originator,  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  petition. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Yellow 
card  right  by  Mike  5. 

CHARLES  SCHUSTER  (Rocky 
Mountain):  I  was  a  member  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Legislative  Committee.  We 
debated  this  subject  and  you'll  hear 
about  that  debate  tomorrow.  The  de- 
bate was  civil  and  reasoned  and  we 
came  to  some  conclusions  that  we're 
not  in  agreement  about  concerning  this 
subject.  This  petition  is  the  philosophi- 
cal underpinning  of  some  of  those  peo- 
ple who  were  outside  this  building  this 
morning.  Mr.  Phelps,  it  is  not  worthy  of 
this  great  denomination.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Then 
would  you  come  to  Mike  number  I. 

RAUL  CARCIA  DE  OCHOA  (Mex- 
ico): I  have  seen  that  you  are  divided  on 
this  issue.  We  grieve  with  you.  We  lost 
one  church  of  ours  because  of  this  prob- 
lem We  are  a  people  called  to  ministry. 
We  are  not  called  not  to  minister.  We 
have  to  set  aside  our  political  agendas. 
We  are  called  to  minister  to  every  single 
person  on  this  world.  It  is  very  impor- 
tant for  the  sake  of  the  well  being  of  ev- . 
ery  human  person — every  human 
being — that  we  set  aside  our  political 
agendas.  We  have  to  minister  to  people. 
We  need  to  engage  in  creating  good 
programs,  in  giving  healthy  leadership 
to  these  persons,  in  ministering  to  their 
needs  without  prejudice.  So,  I  urge  you, 
friends,  all  of  you,  to  set  aside  your  po- 
litical agendas.  People  need  to  be  minis- 
tered. Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Would 
you  come  to  Mike  4,  please.  Yes.  Are 
you  speaking  in  favor? 

WILLIAM  WILSON  (West  Virginia): 
I'm  speaking  against  the. . . 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  I  need  a 
speech  in  favor.  We've  had  three 
against.  All  right.  Will  you  come  to  mi- 
crophone. . . 

WILSON:  I'm  speaking  for  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  OK.  You  may  pro- 
ceed. 

WILSON:  I  do  speak  urging  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  support  the  legisla- 
tive committee's  recommendation  of 
nonconcurrence.  What  bothers  me  in 
the  material  presented  is  the  possibility 
of  this  kind  of  misfactual  information 
being  presented  in  print  form  to  the  life 
of  our  church.  I  am  concerned  about  the 
misinformation  that  is  presented 
around  homosexuality  and  sexual  be- 


haviors    because     there     are     also 
heterosexual  behaviors  that  are  similar. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  We've 
had  speeches  for  and  against.  You  are 
now  ready  to  vote.  I'm  going  to  put  the 
question  to  the  body.  Petition  1 1 6L  The 
committee  recommends  nonconcur- 
rence. We'll  hear  a  word  now  from  the 
chair. 

GREENWAY:  As  I  said  prior,  after 
much  conversation  and  much  prayer- 
ful conferencing  about  this  petition,  the 
majority  of  the  legislative  committee 
believed  that  this  was  not  a  directive 
that  we  were  willing  to  give  to  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship  at  this  time. 
Therefore,  we  encourage  nonconcur- 
rence. .non-concurrence.  We  move 
non-concurrence.  Thank  you. 

Homosexual  Transformation  Program 
Proposed  for  GBOD  Is  Defeated 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  (Yes,  741; 
No,  200]  You  have  sustained  the  com- 
mittee. We  have  one  final  item. 

GREENWAY:  This  is  found  on  DCA, 
page  no.  2037.  This  is  Calendar  Item 
665,  Petition  31143.  The  original  lan- 
guage for  this  can  be  found  on  p.  281  of 
your  Advance  DCA.  1  would  like  to 
make  two  editorial  corrections  that  are . 
.  .  that  were  reflected  in  the  delibera- 
tions and  final  decisions ...  in  the  Disci- 
pleship Committee,  but  were  not 
reflected  in  the  print  edition  thaf  s  be- 
fore you  on  p.  237  and  238.  The  first  one 
is  in  the  title,  where  it  says  "Subject: 
Certified  Lay  Preacher,"  we  would  ask 
that  you  strike  the  word  "Preacher" 
and  put  the  word  "Assistant."  The  sec- 
ond is  found  on  p.  238,  or  2038.  And  the 
paragraph  no.  5.  There  are  two  refer- 
ences to  "lay  preacher"  there.  If  you 
would  strike  the  word  "preacher"  and 
write  the  word  "assistant."  This  peti- 
tion calls  for  a  new  category  of  lay  min- 
istry flowing  out  of  the  lay  speaking 
ministry.  The  recommendation  of  the 
committee  is  for  concurrence.  The  ratio- 
nale is  that  for  several  General  Confer- 
ences now,  there  has  been  an  increasing 
number  of  petitions  coming  to  this 
body  speaking  about  the  ministry  of  lay 
preaching.  We  have  considered  the  Ju- 
dicial Council  Ruling  693  in  taking  a 
look  at  refining  this  particular  piece  of 
legislation,  and  we  believe  that  we  have 
answered  the  questions  of  Judicial 
Council  Ruhng  693  and  kept  within  the 
spirit  of  the  original  legislation,  and 
kept  that  in  the  intent  of  this  petition  as 


it  is  before  you.  On  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  move  concurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  665  is  be- 
fore you.  Would  you  come  to  mike  2, 
please. 

Petition  to  Change  Lay  Preacher 

to  Lay  Assistant 

Referred  for  Judicial  Council  Ruling 

ARNOLD  RHODES  (Western  Penn- 
sylvania): I  move  that  this  Petition 
31143,  Calendar  Item  665  as  amended, 
be  sent  to  the  Judicial  Council  to  deter- 
mine its  constitutionality. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Well,  first  we'll 
need  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
body  wishes  to  adopt  it. 

RHODES:  In  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
paragraph  2609.2,  it  states  that  the  Judi- 
cial Council  shall  have  jurisdiction  to 
determine  to  constitutionality  on  any 
proposed  legislation  when  such  declar- 
atory decision  is  requested  by  the  Gen- 
eral Council. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  let's  put 
that  before  the  body.  Is  there  a  second? 
All  right,  do  you  want  to  address  it. 
Thank  you. 

RHODES:  As  indicated  by  the  chair,  it 
has  been  a  number  of  occasions  in 
which  a  variety  of  petitions  have  been 
brought  to  the  General  Conference 
which  have  been  declared  unconstitu- 
tional. And  so,  we  would  like  to  be  as- 
sured that  as  we  use  the  term  "Lay 
Assistant"  as  well  as  other  items  within 
that  particular  petition,  it  is  constitu- 
tional. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Then  the 
motion  is  for  a  declaratory  decision  re- 
garding Petition  665.  Does  anyone  wish 
to  address  that  motion?  Jeff. 

GREENWAY:  The  members  of  the 
Legislative  Committee  worked  very 
hard  on  this  piece,  but  we  know  that  no 
matter  what  happens  at  the  body,  it's 
going  to  be  appealed  to  Judicial  Coun- 
cil. 

So  I  believe  that  in  the  spirit  of  what 
we  were  about  in  that  Legislative  Com- 
mittee that  would  be  in  order.  We 
would  appreciate  that  declaratory  deci- 
sion. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Very  well,  then  the 
matter  is  before  you.  Request  for  de- 
claratory decision  from  the  Judicial 
Council  regarding  Petition  665.  If  you 
affirm  that  vole  1  yes,  no  2.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  All  right,  you 
have  affirmed  that  and  the  petition  is 
referred  with  the  request  for  declara- 
tory decision.  [Yes,  792;  No,  138] 
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GREENWAY:  Bishop  Lyght  ,  pend- 
ing the  decision  at  the  Judicial  Council 
this  may  be  the  last  item  of  business  you 
have  from  the  Discipleship  Legislative 
Committee.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Turn  now  to  Harold  Batiste,  In- 
dependent Commissions. 

Indqxndent  Commissions 
Committee  Report 

HAROLD  BATISTE,  JR.  (Southwest 
Texas);  Good  evening  Bishop  Lyght, 
members  of  the  General  Conference. 
The  Independent  Commissions  Com- 
mittee has  7  items  to  present  this  eve- 
ning. But  first,  let  me  please  allow  me  to 
introduce  the  Leadership  Team.  The 
vice-chairperson  is  David  Banks  who  is 
clergy  delegate  from  the  North 
Carolina  Conference.  Secretary  is 
Margie  Briggs,  a  lay  delegate  from  the 
Missouri  West  Conference.  And  the 
chair  of  the  our  sub-committees  are 
Gilbert  Hanke,  lay  delegate  from  the 
Texas  Conference;  Thomasina  Stewart, 
lay  delegate  from  the  West  Virginia 
Conference;  Jaime  Potter-Miller,  clergy 
delegate  from  the  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia Conference;  and  Dean  Yamamoto, 
clergy  delegate  from  the  Oregon-Idaho 
Conference.  I'm  Harold  Batiste,  lay  del- 
egate from  the  Southwest  Texas  Con- 
ference, and  1  ser\'e  as  chair.  First,  let  me 
call  your  attention  to  DCA  p.  2094,  Cal- 
endar Item  1206,  Petition  30286.  The 
Advance  DCA  p.  1096.  According  to  the 
new  rules,  we  would  say  that  the  com- 
mittee recommends  concurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  according 
to  the  rules  the  matter  is  before  you  and 
we're  required  for  you  to  vote  on  it.  The 
matter  is  before  you.  Petition  1206. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
have  sustained  the  Committee.  -  [Yes, 
704 ;  No.  1381 

BATISTE:  Our  second  item  DCA  p. 
2094,  Calendar  Item  1209,  Petition 
31585.  In  the  advanced  DCA,  p.  1827. 
The  committee  recommends  concur- 
rence as  amended. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  1209  is  be- 
fore us.  The  yellow  card,  please  come  to 
mike  8. 

DIANNE  BAUMAN  (Oklahoma):  I 
thought  we  were  to  be  given  rationale 
for  each  of  these  of  these  petitions, 
please. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  You  may  give  a  ra- 
tionale. Thank  you. 


Exploring  Spiritual  Gifts  and 
Women  in  the  Bible  Encouraged 

BATISTE:  Thank  you.  The  commis- 
sion is  encouraged  to  explore  relation- 
ships between  spiritual  gifts  and 
women  in  the  Bible.  The  committee 
moves  concurrence  as  amended  be- 
cause this  study  would  help  both  to  un- 
derstand and  to  receive  the  variety  of 
gifts  we  bring  to  our  church. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right  the  peti- 
tion is  before  us,  1209.  I  see  no  cards, 
please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
have  sustained  the  committee.  [Yes, 
713:  No,  1751 

BATISTE:  DCA  p.  2094,  Calendar 
Item  1208,  Petition  3\bl\.  Advance  DCA 
p.  1089.  The  committee  recommends 
nonconcurrence  because  this  legisla- 
tion does  not  take  into  account  the 
unique  needs  of  the  Central  Confer- 
ences, particularly  during  the  occcisions 
of  conflict. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  I  recog- 
nize the  delegate  in  the  back.  Would 
you  come  to  mike  5? 

Open  Meetings  Legislation  Debated 

LONNIE  BROOKS  (Alaska  Mission- 
ary): I  move  to  amend  Petition  31611  by 
the  addition  of  a  new  sentence  at  the 
end  of  the  existing  text,  which  new  sen- 
tence will  read  as  follows:  "At  no  time 
and  in  no  place  shall  this  article  be  con- 
strued as  to  require  that  a  meeting  of 
any  body  of  the  church  be  open  when 
that  action  might  endanger  the  life  or 
health  of  any  person."  If  there's  a  sec- 
ond, I'd  like  to  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  It's  seconded;  you 
may  speak  to  it. 

BR(X)KS:  Bishop,  the  mission  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  to  make 
disciples  for  Jesus  Christ.  The  partners 
in  that  mission  are  the  clergy  and  the  la- 
ity of  the  church.  To  be  fully  enpowered 
partners  in  that  mission,  lay  p>eople 
must  have  access  to  the  means  to 
power.  In  any  organization,  power  is 
the  ability  to  make  or  mtluence  the 
making  of  decisions,  and  it  is  impnissi- 
ble  to  make  meaningful  decisions  with- 
out access  to  information.  Bodies  of  the 
church  often  have  legitmate  reasons  to 
want  to  hold  closed  sessions  from  time 
to  time,  and  most  of  those  reasons  have 
been  articulated  in  1721  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline.  However,  the  church  is  in 
ministry  in  parts  of  the  world  where  it 
faces  hostility  from  governments  and 
other  elements  of  society  And  weof  the 
western  world  need  to  be  sensitive  to 


that,  even  as  we  attempt  that  meetings 
of  church  bodies  are  not  closed  to  avoid 
the  embarrassment  of  ideological  dif- 
ference. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  You'll  need  to  sum 
up. 

BRCXDKS:  1  believe  that  if  the  General 
Conference  amends  the  petition  as  sug- 
gested, adequate  provision  will  have 
been  made  both  for  the  concern  of 
openness  and  the  concern  for  security. 
Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you.  Now 
we  have  the  amendment  before  us. 
Would  you  come  to  mike  seven,  please? 

RON  BARHAM  (Mississippi):  I 
would  hope,  1  would  hop>e  somebody 
would  think  about  the  hostility  of  a  cab- 
inet meeting  (laughter)  where  all  per- 
sons might  be  invited  to  come.  Surely 
we  can  find  some  other  way  to  say  "all 
bodies  of  the  church." 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Chair 
wish  to  address  the  amendment? 

BATISTE:  Yes.  There's  a  recommen- 
dation for  nonconcurrence  and  the 
committee  recommends  nonconcur- 
rence again  because  this  legislation 
does  not  take  into  account  the,  the 
unique  needs  of  central  conference  and 
that's  where  the  focus  was. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Is  the 
body  clear  about  the  amendment  and 
can  that  amendment  be  brought  to  the 
secretary',  please?  Are  your  ready  to 
vote  on  the  amendment? 

BATISTE:  Bishop  Lyght? 

BISHOP  LIGHT:  Yes? 

BATISTE:  We  also  remind  that  it  is 
the  constitutional  amendment. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.Yes? 
Would  you  come  to  mike  number  four 
please? 

ALVIN  HORTON  (Virgina):  Bishop, 
I  believe  the  amendment,  as  I  heard 
read,  does  include  all  bodies  of  the 
church,  and  I  also  do  believe  this 
amendment  does  address  the  issue  the 
committee  has  brought  forward.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  That's  a 
speech  against.  Harold,  would  you 
clarify  the  fact  that  you  indicated  that 
this  IS  a  constitutional  amendment,  al- 
though the  committee  nonconcurs? 

BATISTE:  One  moment,  sir.  Well, 
only  because  it  is  a  constitutional 
amendment  we  would  have  to  have 
two-thirds  votes. 
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BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  The 
amendment — yes,  want  to  go  to  mike 
four? 

HORTON:  I  believe  you  just  said  that 
that  was  a  speech  against.  I  was  speak- 
ing in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  You're  speaking  in 
favor  of  the  amendment? 

HORTON:  Yes. 

BISHIOP  LYGHT:  Very  well.  Yes? 
Would  you  come  to  mike  four  please,  or 
three  is  closer  for  you?  All  right.  Mike  4. 

Different  Meanings  of  "Open"  Offered 

THELMA  JOHNSON  (West  Ohio): 
What  is  in  the  book  says  "open  to  the 
public."  Now  they're  talking,  what 
they're  saying  now,  they  are  saying  to 
all  branches  of  the  church.  There's  a  dif- 
ference between  the  two.  "Open  to  the 
public"  means  that  anybody  up  the 
street  can  come  into  your  meeting,  re- 
gardless of  what  the  situation  is.  We, 
right  now,  do  not  have  everybody,  even 
the  members  of  the  church,  in  the  pas- 
tor-parish meetings.  So  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  we  would  say  "open  to  the 
public."  And  when  they're  talking, 
they're  talking  as  if  they're  talking 
about  to  the,  to  the  members  of  the  con- 
gregation. It  does  not  say  "the  congre- 
gation," it  says  "the  public."  And  that's 
everybody,  anybody. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you.  Yes? 
Would  you  come  to  mike  six  in  the  mid- 
dle? You  wish  to  address  the  amend- 
ment? Do  you  wish  to  speak  against  the 
amendment? 

ALLEN  AMSTUTZ  (South  Indiana): 
Yes,  I  do.  I  wish  to  speak  against  it.  One 
example  of  that  in  the  Book  of  Discipline 
in  262.2e  where  it  says  the  committee, 
speaking  to  the  Pastor  Parish  Relations 
Committee,  may  meet  in  closed  session 
upon  recommendation  of  pastor  and  so 
forth.  Our  brother  also  recom- 
mended— stated — that  it's  difficult,  in 
regards  to  the  cabinet,  that  there  are 
times  they  need  to  meet  in  closed  ses- 
sion. I'm  sure  it's  true  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  I  think  there  are  many  exam- 
ples where  this  is  true.  Therefore,  I 
would  speak,  I  would  speak  against  the 
amendment  as  opening  the  door  to  the 
possibility  of  closed  open  sessions.  And 
then  I  would  furthermore  encourage  us 
to  support  the  committee. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Yes, 
would  you  come  to  mike  eight,  the  yel- 
low card  here  directly  in  front? 

NANCY  DUEL  (Northern  Illinois): 
Could  you  clarify  for  us  where  we  can 


find  this  in  The  Book  of  Discipline?  We 
can't  find  it. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Would  you  clarify 
your  question?  Specifically,  what  are 
you  looking  for,  please? 

DUEL:  The  reference  in  the  DCi4  does 
not  help  us  to  find  where  this  is  to  be  in- 
serted in  the  Discipline  or  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  we'll  turn 
to  the  committee. 

BATISTE:  To  answer  the  question,  it 
becomes  Article  6,  Bishop,  and  every- 
thing else  is  renumbered. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  We  can't  hear  you. 

BATISTE:  It  becomes,  it  becomes  Ar- 
ticle 6  and  everything  else  is  renum- 
bered. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  OK,  it  becomes— 

BATISTE:  It's  described  on  p.  1089, 
the  left  column,  the  third  sentence.  In- 
sert new  text  as  6,  Article  6,  and  renum- 
bered accordingly. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Yes? 
Would  you  come  to  mike  1? 

BYRD  BONNER  (Southwest  Texas): 
Thank  you.  Bishop.  The,  I  speak  against 
the  amendment.  The  subject  of  this 
amendment  is  something  that  I  think  is 
wholly  improper  to  have  in  the  consti- 
tution of  a  denomination.  We  have 
other  provisions  in  our  Rules  of  Order 
and  our  Book  of  Discipline.  Specifically 
1721  on  p.  415  of  the  1996  United  Meth- 
odist Book  of  Discipline,  is  entitled 
"Closed  Session."  It  is  the  rule  of  order 
for  our  church  as  contained  in  the  Disci- 
pline upon  which  closing  meetings  and 
sessions  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  as 
well  as  groups  within  the  life  of  the 
church,  is  based,  and  it  is  the  proper 
place  to  find  that  kind  of  regulatory 
rule.  There's  also  a  good  bit  of  legisla- 
tion that  will  be  before  this  body  in  the 
next — hopefully — 36  hours  that  relate 
to  Rule  721.  So  I  would  speak  against 
the  amendment  and  ask  for  support  of 
the  nonconcurrence  of  the  committee. 
Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  Does  any- 
one wish  to  speak  in  favor  of  the 
amendment?  Yellow  card,  please  come 
to  mike  5.  Wish  to  speak  in  favor  of  the 
amendment? 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  Bishop, 
you  already  recognized  me  and  I  spoke 
once. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  OK. 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  Is  it  per- 
mitted? 


BISHOP  LYGHT:  No. 
(Laughter) 

You  want  to  come  to  mike  2? 

DALE  SHUNK:  (West  Pennsylvania) 
I'm  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  I'd 
like  to  call  for  the  question. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Well,  that's,  we're 
already  at  the  question,  thank  you.  The 
amendment  is  before  us.  I  would  like  to 
ask  the-can  we  have  that  amendment 
read,  do  we  have  it?  We'll  ask  the  secre- 
tary if  she  would  read  the  amendment. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  "At  no 
time  and  in  no  place  shall  this  article  be 
construed  as  to  require  that  a  meeting 
of  any  body  of  the  church  be  open  when 
that  action  might  endanger  the  life  or 
health  of  any  person." 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you.  Would 
the  committee  like  to  address  a  final 
word?  No? 

BATISTE:  Only  that  we  recom- 
mended nonconcurrence  and  we  have 
nothing  else  to  add,  sir. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  The 
amendment  is  before  you.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  228;  No, 
691]  All  right.  The  amendment  is  lost. 
Now  Petition  1208  is  before  you.  Are 
you  ready  to  vote  on  it? 

DELEGATES:  Yes. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Do  you  have  a 
question  in  the  back?  Come  to  mike  7. 1 
believe  the  house  is  ready  to  vote. 

JIM  EHRMAN  (East  Ohio):  Bishop, 
we've  constantly  heard  this  referred  to 
as  something  being  with  central  confer- 
ences. Are  we  aware  that  this  is  the 
Constitution?  This  applies  to  every 
meeting  of  every  body  of  the 
church — US,  outside  the  US,  to  the  pub- 
lic? 

BISHOP  LYGHT:,  yes,  I  think  that 
point  has  already  been  made  earlier. 
I'm  going  to  put  the  matter  before  you 
now — Petition  1208.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  808;  No,  120]  All 
right,  you  have  sustained  the  commit- 
tee— nonconcurrence. 

BATISTE:  Thank  you,  sir.  The  next 
item  will  be  brought  by  the  vice-chair, 
David  Banks. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Do  you  have  a  ques- 
tion in  the  back?  Please  come  to  mike  6. 

BATISTE:  A  correction.  Bishop 
Lyght.  The  next  item  will  be  brought  by 
the  secretary  of  the  committee. 
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BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you. 

BATISTE:  Margie  Briggs. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  OK.  Would  you 
wait  just  a  minute  please?  Do  you  have 
a  question? 

STEVE  YOOST  (East  Ohio):  I  would 
like  to  move  for  a  15- minute  recess. 

(Laughter — Applause) 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  If  you— 

(Laughter) 

— if  you  want  to  take  a  recess,  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  fYes,  550;  No, 
3531  We're  in  recess,  15-minute  recess. 

(Laughter) 

May  we  make  our  way  to  our  seats, 
please.  Let  us  make  our  way  back  to  our 
desks.  And  we  are  ready  now  to  resume 
our  time  together. 

(Music) 

Amerv  Let  us  now  be  in  order.  Is  there 
a  question  in  the  back?  All  right.  Please 
come  to  mike  3.  Do  you  ha ve  a  question, 
or  let  us  hear  your  matter? 

Debate  Limited  to  Two  Speeches  For  and 
Two  Speeches  Against 

TIMOTHY  MCCLENDON  (South 
Carolina):  Bishop,  I'd  like  to  make  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  expedite 
time,  that  we  limit  sp)eeches  to  2  for  and 
2  against,  and  then  the  question  be  put, 
and  to  limit  sp>eeches  to  2  minutes. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  The  mo- 
tion is  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  limit  the 
debate  to  two  speeches  for,  two  against, 
and  each  presentation  to  be  two  min- 
utes. The  matter  is  before  you.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  694; 
No,  147]  All  right,  you  have  suspended 
the  rules,  and  we  have  changed  our 
rules.  Two  speeches  for,  two  against, 
two  rrunute  presentations.  All  the  way 
in  back,  the  orange  card. 

North  Carolina  Conference  and 
Hurricane  Floyd 

KERMIT  L.  BRASWELL  (North 
Caroliru):  I  would  like  to  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  fjermit  the  pages  to 
distribute  this  document  which  is  enti- 
tled, "Glimp»s€s  of  Grace:  TTie  North 
Carolina  Conference  and  Hurricane 
Floyd,"  and  also  to  say  just  a  brief  word 
of  appreciation  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  The  mo- 
tion is  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  document  from  the 


North  Carolina  Conference.  If  you 
would  suspend  the  rules,  then  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  Yes  1,  No  2. 
[Yes,  690;  No,  172]  All  right,  you  have 
susf)ended  the  rules.  The  document  can 
be  presented — distributed — and  you 
may  speak  for  a  moment. 

BRASWELL:  Thank  you  very  much.  1 
vdll  just  take  a  moment  because  the 
document  is  self-explanatory,  but  on 
behalf  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, I  wish  to  thank  this  entire  General 
Conference.  Conferences  responded  in 
such  a  fwwerful  way  when  our  confer- 
ence was  devastated  because  of  the 
hurricane.  We  thank  you  so  much  for 
your  support,  your  prayers,  and  your 
gifts.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  AU  right,  thank 
you.  Down  by  mike  8. 

ROBERT  SWEET  (New  England): 
Thank  you.  Bishop  Lyght.  Is  a  motion  to 
ask  the  Judicial  Council  for  a  declara- 
tory decision  in  order? 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  You  can  try. 

Referral  of  Incomplete  Petition  in  DC  A 
Mooed  to  judicial  Council 

SWEET:  I  move  to  request  a  declara- 
tory decision  from  the  Judicial  Council 
as  to  whether  a  vote  taken  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  is  valid  if  only  a  portion 
of  the  f>etition  is  made  available  to  the 
delegates,  specifically  the  portion  of  Pe- 
tition 3179  referring  to  Paragraph  2602 
indicating  that  the  action  would  take  ef- 
fect immediately  was  not  made  avail- 
able to  the  conference.  If  there's  a 
second,  I  would  like  to  make  one  com- 
ment. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  It  is  seconded.  You 
may  speak  to  it. 

SWEET:  I'm  very  concerned  about 
the  precedent  that  has  been  set  by  our 
action  this  afternoon. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Does  anyone  else 
wish  to  address  that?  Yes?  Would  you 
come  to  mike  1? 

WERLEIN:  I  would  oppose  this  refer- 
ral. This  is  an  effort  to  reojjen  some- 
thing that  we've  spent  an  enormous 
amount  of  time  on  this  afternoon.  We 
have  an  enormous  amount  of  work  yet 
to  do.  We've  already  now  cut  our  de- 
bate time  down  to  two  sfjeeches  and 
two  minutes.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
have  got  to  put  some  things  behind  us 
and  go  on.  And  I  would  ask  that  we 
vote  "No"  on  this. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Right  Would  you 
go  to  mike  6  here,  the  yellow  card.  Yes. 


BETH  CAPEN  (New  York):  I  would 
agree  with  Bob  Sweet.  There  may  come 
a  time  when  anyone  viewing  any  way 
on  a  particular  issue  could  suffer  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  way  things  stand  currently. 
Because  as  it  is,  the  ruling  could  indi- 
cate that  we  pass  legislation  where  we 
have  not  actually  seen  the  full  sub- 
stance of  that  which  gets  passed.  And  it 
may  not  hurt  someone's  position  on 
this  particular  issue,  but  it  could  have 
devastating  effects  on  another. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  The  orange  card 
should  go  to  mike  8,  please.  Are  you 
wishing  to  speak  against?  You  need  to 
speak  against. 

BRIAN  K.  JARMAN  (South  Indiana): 
I'm  sp>eaking  against.  Every  delegate 
has  the  opportunity  to  research  each 
p>etition  pertaining  to  Discipline  before 
the  vote  is  taken.  1  urge  you  vote  against 
referring  this  to  Judicial  Council  on  this 
basis. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  We've 
reached  our  limit.  We're  ready  to  vote 
now  on  reference  to  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil. If  you  would  support  that  request, 
press  1,  if  not  press  2.  Please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  337;  No,  574]  It  is 
not  supported.  Oh,  I'm  sorry.  I'm  cor- 
rected. We  did  have  20%,  so  it  is  re- 
ferred. Thank  you.  I  want  to  recognize 
delegate  Don  Holladay  for  a  matter  of 
personal  privilege.  What  is  your  p>oint 
of  order? 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Do  you  have  a 
p>oint  of  order?  Go  to  mike  okay  4. 

WALTER  KIMBROUGH  (North 
Georgia):  I'm  confused  that  the  render- 
ing of  the  last  vote  regarding  referenc- 
ing something  p)etition  to  Judicial 
Council  and  you  ruled  that  it  was  sup>- 
ported. 

Referrals  to  judicial  Council 
Require  Only  20%  Vote 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  What  we  were  deal- 
ing with  on  that  matter  is  that  the  Disci- 
pline simply  indicates  that  a  vote  of  20% 
is  needed  to  sustain  a  reference  to  the 
Judicial  Council.  I  was  corrected  and 
we  did  have  a  20%  vote.  Paragraph 
2609.1.  I'm  calling  on  Don  Holladay 
now  for  a  matter  of  f)ersonal  privilege. 
Mike  8. 

DONALD  HOLLADAY  (New  Mex- 
ico): Thank  you  Bishop.  Many  of  us 
have  been  aware  and  concerned  about 
the  situation  with  the  forest  fires  in 
southern  and  northern  New  Mexico 
and  we've  just  received  word  this  eve- 
ning from  members  of  this  board  who 
are  p>ages  with  us  this  week  who  are 
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residents  of  the  scientific  community  of 
Los  Alamos,  that  that  community  has 
been  threatened  for  several  days  and  50 
mile-an-hour  winds  today  have  caused 
it  to  be  evacuated.  We're  concerned 
about  the  laboratory  there,  of  course, 
but  more  importantly  we're  concerned 
with  the  people,  some  of  whom  you 
may  know,  one  of  whom  is,  at  least  one, 
is  a  former  member  of  this  group.  Dr. 
Paul  White,  and  so  I  would  ask  if  you. 
Bishop,  to  lead  us  in  a  moment  of  silent 
prayer  for  the  people  of  the  Jemez 
Mountains  and  northern  New  Mexico. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Let  us  be  in  a  mo- 
ment of  prayer.  Let  us  be  in  silence. 

(prayer) 

I'm  going  to  come  back  now  to  Inde- 
pendent Commissions. 

Igniting  Ministry  Media  Campaign 
Approved 

DAVID  BANKS  (North  Carolina): 
Please  turn  to  your  DC  A  p.  1840,  Calen- 
dar Item  76.  Refers  to  Petition  30473. 
The  petition  is  found  on  p.  1395.  The  ti- 
tle is  "Igniting  Ministry  Media  Cam- 
paign." The  Independent  Commissions 
moves  concurrence  as  amended  with  a 
reference  to  GCFA.  The  rationale  is 
simple,  we  are  told  to  go  and  make  dis- 
ciples. This  helps  us  to  engage  the 
world  invitationally. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  according 
to  our  rules  the  matter  is  properly  be- 
fore us.  We've  heard  the  statement  and 
we  are  now  under  our  rules  ready  to 
vote.  We're  voting  on  Calendar  Item  76 
without  debate.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  All  right  you  have  sus- 
tained the  committee,  f  Yes,  839;  No,  68] 

BANKS:  The  second  item  is  on  the 
same  DCA  p.  1840,  Calendar  Item  77. 
Refers  to  Petition  30096  which  is  found 
on  the  Advance  p.  1377.  It  entitled  "Suf>- 
port  Funding  in  the  Igniting  Ministry 
Campaign."  We  move  concurrence  on 
this  one  as  well  as  it  is  simply  support- 
ive of  the  action  just  made. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  the  matter 
is  before  you,  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  You  have  sustained  the  com- 
mittee. [Yes,  829;  No,  73] 

MARGIE  BRIGGS  (Missouri  West): 
Would  you  please  turn  in  your  DCA  to 
p.  1995,  the  top  left  hand  of  the  page 
you'll  find  Calendar  Item  646.  The  ref- 
erence in  the  ADCA  is  1378.  We  will  be 
dealing  with  Petition  30288.  "Create  a 
general  commission  on  drugs  and  alco- 
hol." The  Committee  recommends 
nonconcurrence  and  the  rationale  is 


that  this  ministry  is  already  being  done 
by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
we  recommend  nonconcurrence.  If  you 
would  like  to  reference  their  report, 
that  is  on  p.  1845  of  the  Advance  DCA. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  646  is  be- 
fore you.  I  see  no  cards,  please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  sus- 
tained the  committee  in  nonconcur- 
rence. [Yes,  867;  No,  44] 

BANKS:  Bishop  Lyght  this  concludes 
our  report  for  the  evening. 

Balloting  Resumes  for 
Laity  Alternates  to  Judicial  Council 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you  very 
much.  We're  going  to  go  back  now  to 
lay  persons  for  the  Judicial  Council  and 
ask  if  that  screen  can  be  brought  up. 

The  valid  votes  were  1,824.  Valid  bal- 
lots-931.  Needed  to  elect:  457.  Invalid 
ballots:  2.  (Pause) 

And  there  is  no  election.  My  under- 
standing is  that  we  need  to  elect  two 
persons.  Is  that  correct,  Carolyn?  That 
is  correct.  We  need  to  elect  two. 

Now,  do  you  have  the  numbers?  Or 
do  you  need  that  read? 

You  have  the  numbers.  My  under- 
standing is  that  we  will  vote  twice  in  or- 
der to  vote  for  two  persons.  Vote  for  one 
person  at  a  time.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  (Pause) 

All  right.  Please  vote  when  the  hght 
appears.  (Pause)  All  right.  Thank  you 
very  much.  Green  card,  would  you 
come  to  mike  6? 

ERIC  MCKINNEY  (Central  Texas): 
Bishop,  thank  you.  I  know  it's  hard  to 
see  cards  over  in  here,  blocked  by  the 
numbers.  I  move  that  GCFA  report  to 
the  General  Conference  at  tomorrow 
morning's  session  the  approximate  to- 
tal of  the  amount  of  the  non-budget  re- 
quests, which  have  been  referred  to  it 
by  this  General  Conference  thus  far. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  This  is  a 
moHon  for  a  reporting  from  GCFA.  It's 
seconded.  You  wish  to  address  it? 

GCFA  Asked  to  Report  Price  of 
Programs  Approved  Thus  Far 

MCKINNEY:  Yes  sir,  I  would.  We 
have  had  such  tremendous  proposals 
put  before  this  General  Conference.  So 
much  mirustry  has  been  visioned.  We 
can  do  nothing  but  celebrate  the  vision 
and,  at  the  same  time,  those  of  us  who 
are  here  face  the  task  of  returning  home 
and  standing  before  our  local  churches, 
seeking  to  justify  the  actions  of  this 
General  Conference.  It  has  been  stated 


that  we  cannot  put  a  price  on  any  hu- 
man life,  which  is  absolutely  correct.  I 
think  it  is  also  absolutely  correct  to  say 
we  are  not  a  denomination  of  unlimited 
financial  resource.  To  be  responsible 
and  to  give  us  a  picture  of  what  it  is  we 
seek  to  do  as  a  denomination,  I  think  we 
could  make  better-informed  decision 
simply  knowing  what  we  have  referred 
thus  far. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  The  re- 
quest is  before  us.  It  appears  that  you're 
ready  to  vote  on  it.  Please  vote  when  the 
Ught  appears.  (Pause)  You  have  sus- 
tained the  request  to  GCFA  to  give  us 
an  approximate  reporting  tomorrow. 
[Yes,  717;  No,  185]  Thank  you.  Want  to 
turn  now  to  Financial  Administration. 
Stan  Sager.  (Pause) 

STAN  SAGER  (Chair,  Finance  &  Ad- 
mirustration  Legislative  Committee):  I 
would  refer  the  body  to  Calendar  Item 
1170. 1  don't  think  I  have  a  mike  here 
yet.  Now  if  s  on.  I'd  refer  the  body  to 
Calendar  Item  117.  I'm  sorry,  to  DCA  p. 
2091 .  It's  late  and  the  numbers  are  slif>- 
ping.  Calendar  Item  1170.  In  the  Ad- 
vance DCA,  it  is  found  at  p.  469,  Petition 
31767.  The  committee  voted  concur- 
rence with  referral  to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  1170  is  be- 
fore you.  See  no  cards — please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  You 
have  the  sustained  the  committee.  [Yes, 

817;  No,  75] 

SAGER:  On  p.  2091  of  DCA,  Calendar 
Item  1 172  appears.  It  is  on  Advance  DCA 
p.  457  as  Petition  30485.  The  committee 
has  voted  non-concurrence  in  favor  of 
Report  no.  9  from  GCFA  on  p.  345  of  the 
Advance  DCA,  which  is  Calendar  Item 
1358,  Petition  30708,  which  addresses 
the  same  issue.  So  we  vote . . .  We  have 
urged  non-concurrence  on  that  item, 
since  it  will  be  considered  under  GCFA 
Report  9. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Item  1172  is  before 
you.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. (Pause)  You  have  sustained  the 
committee.  [Yes,  808;  No,  103] 

SAGAR:  DCA  p.  2091,  Calendar  Item 
1173.  ADCA  p.  436,  Petition  30006.  The 
committee  voted  concurrence,  believ- 
ing that  to  reflect  actual  receipts  in  bud- 
geting, information  would  be  beneficial 
information  for  the  church  at-large  to 
have. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  1173  is  be- 
fore you.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. (Pause)  You  have  sustained  the 
committee.  [Yes,  833;  No,  70] 
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Conference  Determines  "Young  People" 
Are  Between  Ages  32-17 

SAGAR:  DCA  p.  2091,  Calendar  Item 

1174.  The  petition  is  at  ADCA,  p.  431, 
Petition  31246.  Committee  has  voted 
concurrence  to  clear  up  some  language 
about  young  jjeople,  to  specify  between 
the  ages  of  12  to  17. 

BISHOP  LYCHT:  Petition  is  before 
us.  Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You  have  sustained  the  committee. 
lYes.  854:  No.  52} 

SAGER.  DCA  p.  2091,  Calendar  Item 

1175.  This  addresses  a  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  Bishop.  It  is  found  on 
ADCA  p.  425,  PetiHon  30809.  It  is  sim- 
ply to  clear  up  some  language  that  ad- 
dresses the  Evangelical  Uruted 
Brethren  Church  and  is  really  in  the  na- 
ture of  housekeeping. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petirion  1175  is  be- 
fore us,  if  s  a  constitutional  change,  but 
under  our  rules  is  not  debatable.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  It  is  sus- 
tained with  more  than  a  2/3  vote.  [Yes, 
900:  No,  15] 

SAGER:  DC.4  p.  2091,  Calendar  Item 

1176.  Advance  DCA  p.  466,  Petition 
31504.  The  committee  has  voted  con- 
currence on  this  pension  issue  to  re- 
solve some  inconsistencies  and 
difficulties. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Under  our  rules  it  is 
not  debatable.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  You  have  sustained  the 
conunittee.  /Yes,  877:  No,  15] 

SAGER:  There  is  one  other  petition. 
Bishop,  which  is  sort  of  in  the  nature  of 
housekeeping  also,  if  I  might  address  it. 
The  action  which  was  taken  this  after- 
noon with  respect  to  the  Connectional 
Ministries  Funding  Task  Force  resulted 
in  what  appears  to  GCFA  as  an  incon- 
sistency with  a  petition  which  was 
acted  on  the  consent  calendar  and 
which  was  brought  to  you  by  the  Local 
Church  Committee.  That  would  be  at 
Calendar  Item  1108,  p.  2084,  the  peti- 
tion is  in  the  ADCA  is  at  1117,  Petition 
31150.  The  difficulty  has  come  up,  that 
was  voted  nonconcurrence  and  I  would 
move  to  reconsider  that  in  view  of  the 
action  taken  on  the  Connectional  Min- 
istries Funding  Task  Force. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Stan,  would  you 
give  us  the  p>etition  number  again. 

SAGER:  The  Petition  is  31150. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  And  the  page. 

SAGER:  Page  in  the  Advance  DCA  is 
1117. 


BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  you're 
moving  for  reconsideration,  is  that  cor- 
rect. 

SAGER:  Yes. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  It  has  a  second.  All 
right,  are  you  ready  to  vote?  All  right, 
mike  1,  please. 

Need  to  Clear  Up  Conflicting  Legislation 
Concerning  Connectional  Funding 

GLENN  KOHLHEPP  (Western  Penn- 
sylvania): We're  looking  on  p.  1117  at 
Petition  31 1 50.  The  new  material  in  that 
petition  was  moved  in  that's  just  above 
it  which  actually  starts  at  the  bottom  of 
p.  1116,  Petition  30064.  So  if  what  we 
need  is  that  new  material,  if  s  actually 
in  that  other  petition  which  is  on  the 
consent  calendar. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  We  turn  to  the  com- 
mittee for  some  guidance  there. 

KOHLHEPP:  Thank  you. 

SAGER:  I'm  not  sure  that  I  under- 
stood what  the  question  was.  The  diffi- 
culty v/ith  the  paragraph,  if  ifs 
appropriate  to  address  in  view  of  the 
comment  which  was  made.  Is  that  ap- 
propriate? 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Go  ahead 

SAGER:  The  difficulty  as  related  to  me 
by  GCFA  wi\h  the  passage  of  this  is  that 
it  apf>ears  that  it  may  be  interpreted  to 
conflict  with  the  Connectional  Funding 
Task  Force  that  this  afternoon,  you  re- 
call, split  conference  benovolences  and 
apportionments  out.  Is  the  language  re- 
fers to  that  appears  to  link  them  again 
with  the  World  Service  and  Conference 
Benovolences  funds.  That  language, 
and  if  s  a  minor  difficulty,  would  appear 
that  that  could  just  be  set  aside. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Ok,  so  the  request 
then  from  Finance  is  to  reconsider  the 
matter.  If  you  will  reconsider  the  mat- 
ter, please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
All  right,  you  have  reconsidered.  [Yes, 
704:  No,  189]  Stan,  you  want  to  go 
ahead.  I  think  it  would  be  helpful  if  you 
restate  again  the  issue  that  is  before  us. 

SAGER:  The  issue  that  is  before  us  is 
an  apparent  conflict  or  the  possibility  of 
a  conflict  between  the  language  of  the 
Connectional  Ministries  Funding  Task 
Force  as  passed  this  afternoon  and  the 
result  which  came  about  in  the  consid- 
eration of  Petition  31150.  So  we  would 
reverse  the  decision  which  was  made 
earlier. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  What  was  the  origi- 
nal disposition?  Can  you  refer  us  to  the 
petition  in  DCi4? 


SAGER:  I'm  sorry.  I  could  not  hear 
the  question. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  We  need  to  see  the 
petition  in  the  DCA  so  that  we  can  see 
what  it  is  that  we  need  to  do. 

SAGER:  ThePetition31150at  p.  1117. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Here  ifs  not  clear 
as  to  the  action  that  you  want  us  to  take 
a  look  at. 

SAGER:  The  action  to  take  would  be 
to  reconsider. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  We  are  reconsider- 
ing it. 

SAGER:  The  action  taken  originally 
on  the  item  Calendar  Item  1 108  which  is 
on  the  consent  calendar. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  1108,  and 
whafs  your  recommendation  then 
with  regard  to  1108? 

SAGER:  1108  I  beheve  was  noncon- 
currence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  The  committee 
originally  recommended  nonconcur- 
rence. 

SAGER:  And  we  are  recommending 
concurrence. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  The  item 
no.  is  1 108  on  2084.  Originally,  the  com- 
mittee recommended  nonconcurrence 
that  was  sustained.  Under  our  recon- 
sideration, the  committee  is  now  rec- 
ommending concurrence.  The  nutter  is 
before  us.  Yellow  card  back  No.  5  mike. 
No.  5  please. 

SHIRLEY  PARRIS  (New  York):  The 
problem.  Bishop,  is  that  we  voted  non- 
concurrence  on  1108  but  we  took  that 
sentence  and  put  it  in  another  petition 
which  is  in  item  747.  So  if  we  reconsider 
1108  then  we'll  have  to  do  something 
with  747  which  now  contaiixs  1108. 

SAGER:  Bishop,  I  know  it  is  late  and 
perhaps  because  of  the  possibility  of 
conflict  I  believe  there  is  a  committee 
which  addresses  those  issues  and  per- 
haf>s  as  a  last  minute  reprieve  we  could 
simply  refer  it  to  that  committee. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  we  need  a 
motion  to  refer.  It  is  moved  and  sec- 
onded to  refer.  If  you  would  refer 
please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  All 
right  the  matter  1108  is  referred  and 
hojjefully  we  will  have  it  sorted  out  at  a 
later  time.  [Yes.  852;  No,  54] 

SAGER:  Thank  you  for  your  putience 
and  there  is  always  a  way  out.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you.  That 
completes  your  work  for  this  evening? 

SAGER:  For  this  evening. 
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BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  thank  you 
very  much.  (Applause)  We  turn  now  to  J. 
La  Von  Wilson,  Higher  Education. 

Report  of  Higher  Education  Committee 

J.  LA  VON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Good  evening.  Bishop.  I  would 
like  to  make  clarification  on  a  couple  of 
numbers  that  you  possibly  might  see  on 
the  screen.  Page  1994,  Calendar  Item 
635  and  640  with  Petitions  31452  and 
30736  were  acted  upon  on  the  evening 
of  May  9'\  2000,  so  we  can  disregard 
those  this  evening. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  OK. 

WILSON:  And  then,  if  you  would,  in 
your  DCA  on  p.  2079,  Calendar  Item 
1042,  Petition  31885,  Advance  DCA 
1368.  With  our  previous  action,  it  is 
now  on  the  Consent  Calendar,  so  we  do 
not  really  have  to  deal  with  that  one  this 
evening  either.  Takes  care  of  three. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Are  you  saying  that 
1042  is  on  the  Consent  Calendar? 

WILSON:  1042. 
BISHOP  LYGHT:  1042? 
WILSON:  We  changed  the  numbers 
of  how  many,  and  that's  been  changed. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  You  want  to  give  us 
the  numbers,  because  what's  printed  in 
front  of  us  doesn't  show  that? 

WILSON:  I  believe  that  you  said  that 
if  we  had  ten  or  less,  that  it,  it  would  be 
placed  upon  the  Consent  Calendar.  I 
believe  that  was  what  was  moved  this 
morning.  Am  I  correct? 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Very  well,  under 
our  new  rules. 

WILSON:  Under  our  new  rules,  this 
puts  it  on  the  Consent  Calendar. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Yes.  Mike  2.  Do  you 
have  a  question? 

ARNOLD  RHODES  (Western  Penn- 
sylvania): Was  not  that  pulled  off  the 
Consent  Calendar?  1042?  So  it  is  before 
us. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  I  need  to  turn  to  the 
committee  for  help  in  that  regard.  It 
was  pulled  from  Consent? 

WILSON:  Since  this  has  been  pulled 
off  the  Consent  Calendar,  Bishop,  we 
will  deal  with  it.  "Because  of  the  power", 
"because  of  their  powers",  we're  speak- 
ing of,  of  Calendar  Item  1042,  subject 
matter  is,  "Because  of  their  pxawers, 
bishops  shall  not  publicly  violate  the 
Book  of  Discipline."  And  the  Petition 
31885,  and  the  material  is  on  p.  1368  in 
your  Advance  DCA.  The  committee  rec- 
ommended    nonconconcurrence     be- 


cause the  petition  asks  for  what  is  al- 
ready expected  of  our  episcopal  leaders. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Petition  1042  is  be- 
fore you.  Committee  recommends  non- 
concurrence.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  627;  No,  277)  All  right, 
you  have  sustained  the  committee. 

WILSON:  Our  next  report  is  found  on 
p.  2093.  It  is  Calendar  Item  1200.  In  the 
Advance  DCA,  it  is  on  p.  966.  The  Peti- 
tion is  30049.  To  this  report.  Bishop,  we 
have  a  minority  report.  Don  Messer 
will  speak  to  that  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right. 

Minority  Report  Offered  on  Clergy 
Performing  Same-sex  Marriages 

DON  MESSER  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Bishop  Lyght,  members  of  the  General 
Conference,  the  minority  report  is 
clearly  stated,  namely,  ceremonies  that 
celebrate  homosexual  unions  shall  not 
be  required  of  our  ministers  nor  be  con- 
ducted in  our  churches  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  pastor  in  charge. 
Personally,  I  have  never  conducted  nor 
even  attended  a  same-sex  union  ser- 
vice. However,  I  know  and  cherish 
many  wonderful  gay  and  lesbian 
friends  who  long  have  lived  and  loved 
within  committed,  caring,  and  respon- 
sible relationships.  These  Christian  sis- 
ters and  brothers,  however,  are 
currently  denied  the  ministry  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  since  our 
pastors  are  forbidden  from  celebrating 
same-sex  unions  in  our  churches.  The 
minority  report  recommends  that  cere- 
monies that  celebrate  homosexual  un- 
ions shall  not  be  required  of  any  of  our 
ministers  nor  should  they  be  conducted 
in  our  churches  without  the  permission 
of  the  pastor  in  charge.  This  report  is 
designed  to  serve  three  purposes.  First, 
it  affirms  the  sacred  worth  and  dignity 
of  all  persons  and  offers  a  possibility  of 
ministry  to  all  of  God's  children.  This  is 
in  keeping  with  what  we  profess  to  be- 
lieve but  what  in  practice  we  deny. 

Just  last  week,  the  Greater  Milwaukee 
Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church  took  this 
step  forward  by  recognizing,  affirming 
the  blessing  of  such  committed 
same-gender  relationships  by  pastors 
after  counseling  of  the  couple  seeking 
such  a  blessing.  Now  is  the  time  for 
United  Methodism  to  live  up  to  our 
highest  values  and  truly  show  love  and 
care  for  all  God's  people.  Second,  this 
minority  report  deserves  support  be- 
cause it  restores  the  historic,  profes- 
sional, and  theological  understanding 
of  what  it  means  to  be  a  clergyperson. 


This  legislation  specifically  states  that 
no  clergy  person  is  required  to  conduct 
such  unions  but  is  once  again  responsi- 
ble for  making  such  pastoral  decisions. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  You  need  to  sum 
up,  Don. 

MESSER:  Third,  this  minority  report 
should  be  affirmed  because  it  provides 
all  of  us  a  pathway  out  of  the  jungle,  ex- 
pense, and  tragedy  of  unnecessary 
church  trials.  As  Bishop  Tuell  noted,  we 
are  driving  the  best  of  our  clergy  out. 
We  must  help  them  adhere  to  their  high 
calling.  What  United  Methodism  needs 
is  to  move  away  from  the  lethal  legal- 
ism and  toward  the  magnificent  mercy 
of  God  that  Bishop  Morgan  pointed  to 
us.  Love  is  never  abstract;  it  means  peo- 
ple. And  we  urge  you  to  support  this 
minority  report.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  The  chair 
will  need  some  guidance  because  we're 
almost  at  the  time  of  closing  our  time 
this  evening.  So,  Mary  Alice,  I  need  to 
turn  to  you  for  some  guidance  perhaps 
so  that  the  body  can  make  a  decision. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida):  I 
move  to  extend  the  time  15  minutes  to 
allow  for  this  issue  to  be  settled  before 
we  close  the  session  tonight. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right.  The  mo- 
tion is  that  we  extend  the  time  by  15 
minutes  to  allow  closure  on  this  single 
matter  that  is  before  us.  Have  a  second 
to  that?  All  right.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  791;  No,  139]  All 
right.  You  have  extended  the  time  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  this  matter 
and  wrapping  up  the  other  matters  that 
we  need  to  deal  with  tonight.  Where  we 
are  is  that  we  have  a  minority  report 
which  is  an  amendment  to  the  commit- 
tee report.  Who  wishes  to  speak  to  the 
amendment?  Yes? 

MESSER:  Bishop? 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Yes? 

MESSER:  1  believe  it's  a  substantively 
different,  not  an  amendment. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  It's  a  substitute? 
But  it's  an  amendment,  a  substitute 
amendment.  Right.  All  right.  We're  go- 
ing to  go  back  and  perfect  the  original.  I 
recognize  the  pink  card  here.  Would 
you  go  to  mike  5? 

JAMIE  JENKINS  (North  Georgia):  I 
have  a  question.  Bishop.  Regarding  the 
wording  of  the  minority  report.  I  heard 
what  was  said — 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Well,  we're  actu- 
ally on  the  main  motion.  Do  you  want 
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to  address  that?  We're  going  to  perfect 
the  main  motion  first. 

JENKINS:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Yes?  Mike  8? 

EMERY  PERCELL  (Northern  Illi- 
nois): Bishop,  my  understanding  is  that 
the  minority  report  is  an  amendment;  it 
is  to  be  perfected  first.  Is  that  not  the 
case' 

BlbMOP  LYGHT:  No,  we're  gonna 
perfect  the  main  motion  first.  Does  any- 
one wish  to  speak  to  the  main  motion? 
Yes?  Would  you  go  to  mike  8? 

DANIEL  IVEY-SOTO  (New  Mexico): 
Bishop,  with  all  due  respect,  I  appeal 
the  ruling  of  the  chair.  Under  the  rules. 
Bishop,  you  have  three  minutes  to  state 
your  position.  I  have  three  minutes  to 
respond,  then  we  vote.  Three,  under  the 
rules.  It's  a  different  rule. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Originally  I  was  go- 
ing to  treat  the  matter  as  an  amend- 
ment, and  then  I  was  challenged  on  that 
and  we,  we  shifted  over  to  treat  it  as  a 
substitute.  And,  we'll  let  the  house  de- 
cide how  you  want  to  proceed  on  this. 
If — yes,  come  to  mike  6  and  state  your 
point  of  order. 

JANET  STEPHENSON  (Iowa):  If  you 
look  on  p.  1263  in  the  Rules  of  Order, 
under  Rule  36.2,  it  says  "A  minority  re- 
port shall  be  processeid  as  a  substitution 
for  the  report  of  the  committee  pursu- 
ant to  Rule  25,  as  would  any  other  sub- 
stitute." 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  That  is  correct.  The 
chair  is  going  to  rule  that  in  light  of  the 
reference  just  made  to  Rule  36,  Section 
2,  that  the  way  we  proceed  then  is  to  go 
back  and  perfect  the  main  motion.  Once 
that  is  done  then  we  come  to  the  substi- 
tute. Does  anyone  wish  to  address  the 
main  motion?  Yes,  green  card.  Would 
you  come  to  mike  6? 

JUNE  GOLDMAN  (Iowa):  Point  of 
order.  Bishop  . . . 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Mike  6.  Yes. 

GOLDMAN:  Thank  you.  I  am  just 
asking  for  clarification  when  we  perfect 
the  main  motion.  I  am  not  at  all  clear  as 
to  what  this  wording  actually  is  recom- 
mending. I  thought  from  the  title  that 
they  were  simply  moving  this  matter  to 
the  ministry  section,  but  I'm  not  sure 
just  where  the  words  fit  in  that  section. 
Perhaps  others  are  not  clear  either. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Can  I  have  a  re- 
sponse from  the  committee? 

WILSON:  This  petition  places  the  lan- 
guage prohibiting  our  pastors  perform- 
ing same-sex   unions   in   the  special 


provision,  provisions  paragraph 
within  the  ministry  section.  This  would 
place  the  prohibitive  language  within 
the  main  body  of  the  Discipline  rather 
than  only  in  the  Social  Principles  sec- 
tion. The  language  does  not  change. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  AH  right,  yellow 
card.  Come  to  mike  8  please. 

PERCELL:  Bishop,  I  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion  and  that  is  that  the 
word  shall  shall  be  replaced  by  the 
word  should  in  both  places  where  it  ap- 
pears. If  there's  a  second,  I'd  like  to 
speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  We  have  a  second. 

PERCELL:  In  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  we  have  had  one  church 
trial  that  has  been  not  only  divisive,  but 
destructive.  It  polarized  our  annual 
conference.  Church  trials  are,  are  de- 
structive of  our  church,  of  the  family,  of 
our  denomination;  we  cannot  allow 
that.  We  have  people  on  both  sides  of 
the  issue.  We,  we  need  all  of  the  advice 
and  all  of  the  influence  that  we  can 
bring  to  bear  to  change  each  others' 
minds,  but  we  cannot  allow  church  tri- 
als to  drive  some  members  out  of  the 
denomination. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  All  right,  thaf  s  an 
amendment  to  the  main  motion  that 
where  shall  appears  it  should  be  re- 
placed by  should.  Yes,  would  you  come 
to  mike  3? 

Same-sex  Union  Debate  Tabled  for 
Faith  and  Order  Committee  Report 

DAN  G.  JOHNSON  (Florida):  I'm 
also  on  the  Faith  and  Order  legislative 
committee  where  we  explored  this 
whole  issue  in  great  detail.  And  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  fits  under  that  dis- 
cussion; so  I  would  move  to  table  this 
until  after  we  have  talked  about  it  out  of 
the  Faith  and  Order  legislative  commit- 
tee. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  It's  seconded.  The 
motion  is  to  table  this  matter  until  the 
body  gains  information  from  Faith  and 
Order  in  terms  of  the  material  that 
they're  working  with.  Did  we  have  a 
second  on  that?  It  was  seconded.  Then 
it  appears  you  are  ready  to  vote.  Motion 
is  to  table,  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  682; No,  239]  All  right  you 
have  approved  the  motion  to  table.  All 
of  the  matters  that  are  before  us  with  re- 
gard to  Petition  12(X)  are  tabled.  All 
right  we're  going  to  end  our  time  with 
Higher  Ed.  and  we  have  some  closing 
details  but  we'll  have  to  come  back  to 
you  tomorrow. 


Daniel  Evans  Elected 
Lay  Member  of  judicial  Council 

JOHNSON:  Very  well,  we  will  see 
you  in  the  morning. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  We  have  a  ballot  re- 
port on  lay,  the  Judicial  Council,  if  that 
screen  could  be  brought  up  please.  Valid 
ballots  1799,  ballots  918,  needed  to  elect 
450.  Invalid  ballots,  7.  (Applause) 

We  have  one  election,  Daniel  F.  Evans 
Jr.,  494.  We  can  take  another  ballot.  This 
time  you  will  vote  for  one  person.  One 
person.  Do  you  need  the  screen  again. 
All  right,  they  are  on  the  screen.  Please 
vote  for  one  person  when  the  light  ap- 
pears, one  person.  OK,  thank  you  very 
much.  Let  me  turn  now  to  the  secretary 
for. ..  (Question?  You  want  the  screen 
again?  Yes,  we  will  vote  one  more  time. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
(Applause) 

Ann  Saunkeah  is  elected.  Are  these 
persons  present?  Wave  your  hand.  (Ap- 
plause) We  congratulate  you.  (Applause) 
OK,  thank  you  very  much.  All  right  we 
v^rill  turn  to  secretary  for  a  few  notices. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  The  presid- 
ing officers  committee  is  ready  to  give  a 
refwrt  for  tomorrow,  so  you  may  want 
to  receive  that  at  some  point.  Bishop. 
Then  the  announcements  that  I  have,  I 
believe,  are  two.  One  you  would  like  to 
know,  I'm  sure,  that  the  offering  which 
we  all  gave  at  the  beginning  of  this  ses- 
sion tonight  for  pages  and  marshals,  to- 
tals $13,906.91.  Mpp/auseJ  The  Judicial 
Council  will  hold  oral  hearings  on  cal- 
endar item  665,  referred  in  this  eve- 
ning's plenary.  The  oral  hearings  will 
beat  2:00  P.M.  Thursday  in  room  R225. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  We  turn  now  to 
Paul  Extrum-Fernandez,  mike  4. 

Bishops  Solomon,  Carder,  and  Johnson 
Selected  to  Preside  on  Thursday 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ: 
Thank  you  Bishop  Lyght.  Presiding  at 
tomorrow  morning's  session  will  be 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon  of  the  Louisiana 
area.  Presiding  at  the  afternoon  will  be 
Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  of  the  Nash- 
ville area.  Presiding  at  the  evening  ses- 
sion will  be  Bishop  Alfred  Johnson 
from  the  New  Jersey  area.  TTiank  you. 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Thank  you  very 
much.  I'd  like  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion to  the  house  for  the  wonderful 
spirit  in  which  we  have  done  our  work 
together  this  evening  And  1  want  to  say 
thanks  too,  to  my  colleagues  who  have 
backed  me  up  here.  Bishop  Irons  and 
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Bishop  Skeete.  And  I  pray  that  God's 
blessing  will  be  upon  each  one  of  you  as 
you  go  forth.  Know  that  the  end  is  in 
sight,  but  there  is  much  work  to  do  be- 
fore we  end.  I  want  to  turn  now  to  my 
colleague  Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Chris- 
topher for  a  moment  of  prayer. 

BISHOP  SHARON  BROWN  CHRIS- 
TOPHER: Please  join  me  in  prayer. 

(prayer) 

BISHOP  LYGHT:  Amen.  Go  in  peace. 

Thursday  Morning 
May  11,  2000 

(Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  presiding) 

BISHOP  JUDITH  CRAIG  (West  Ohio 
Area):  Let  us  pray  together.  (Unison 
prayer)  You  may  be  seated.  (Pause) 

(Singing) 
(Applause) 

KAREN  ALLEY:  A  reading  from  the 
book  of  Ephesians,  Chapter  2:11-22. 

BISHOP  DAN  E.  SOLOMON  (Louisi- 
ana Area):  How  blessed  we  have  been 
this  morning  by  the  preaching  of 
Bishop  Joel  Martinez,  and  also  the 
Agape  Children's  Handbell  Choir  and 
the  Agape  Methodist  Church  ministry 
in  our  midst  from  Parnu,  Estonia.  I 
know  you  are  deeply  grateful  for  all 
who  have  led  us  so  well  in  worship  this 
morning. 

Now,  sisters  and  brothers,  as  you  are 
taking  your  places,  may  we  be  aware . . 
.just  focus  a  moment.  Our  very  name 
speaks  to  us  of  who  we  are.  We're  not  a 
general  meeting.  We're  not  a  general 
convention.  We're  not  a  general  assem- 
bly. We  are  a  General  Conference.  That  is, 
a  commuruty  of  the  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ  engaged  in  holy  conferencing 
with  one  another,  that  is  Spirit-led,  re- 
spectful, honest,  and  caring.  May  God's 
Holy  Spirit  lead  us  to  be  all  that  our 
name  so  identifies  on  this  day. 

Now  I'm  going  to  ask  you  to  turn  in 
your  DCA.  We're  going  to  address  im- 
mediately two  or  three  resolutions  that 
have  been  presented  there,  and  then 
we'll  be  calling  on  the  Calendar  Com- 
mittee to  set  our  agenda  for  us  as  we 
move  through  the  remainder  of  our  ses- 
sion this  morning. 

Philippines  Resolutions  Discussed 

Will  you  turn  in  your  DCA  to  page 
2015,  where  you  will  see  two  resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  circumstances  and 
situation  in  the  Philippines.  You  will 


notice  in  the  left-hand  column  there  is 
an  explanatory  note  regarding  these 
two  resolutions.  The  Samson  resolution 
was  voted  and  then  reconsidered,  and 
these  two  resolutions  are  before  us,  the 
Samson  resolution  and  the  Rapisora 
resolution.  You  notice  in  the  explana- 
tion the  difference  in  these  two  resolu- 
tions. The  second  resolution  is  being 
treated  as  a  substitute.  Our  procedure 
will  be  to  perfect  the  first  resolution,  if 
you  have  perfecting  that  you  want  to 
do,  or  you  may  simply  acknowledge 
that  it  stands  in  its  own  strength  as  it  is. 
And  then  we'll  turn  to  the  second  reso- 
lution. We'll  perfect  the  second  resolu- 
tion, and  then  we'll  proceed  to  vote  on 
the  second  resolution  as  a  substitute 
and  from  there  we  will  move  as  you 
have  indicated  by  your  action.  Is  there  a 
comment  or  a  question  that  needs  to  be 
addressed  to  the  first  resolution?  I  do 
not  see  a  card,  so  I'm  going  to  move  to 
the  second  resolution.  Do  you  have  a 
comment  or  a  question  that  you  would 
like  to  address  to  the  second  resolution? 
Mike  3,  please. 

NIMFA  T.  PASTORES  (Mindanao 
Philippines):  I  am  from  the  southern  re- 
gion of  the  country  where  painful  fights 
of  the  Filipinos  against  fellow  Filipinos 
are  going  on.  The  substitute  resolution 
we  presented  is  a  commitment  to  be 
clear  and  comprehensive  and  concise. 
We  endeavor  to  be  clear  and  compre- 
hensive by  picturing  the  reality  that 
there  are  two  parties  involved  in  and  re- 
sponsible for  the  continuing  violent 
conflict  that  is;  both  the  rebels  and  the 
government  have  a  hand  in  the  prob- 
lem. The  board  of  church  and  society  of 
our  conference  is  involved  in  a  number 
of  dialogues  between  Muslims  and 
Christians  which  resulted  in  some  con- 
crete steps  towards  mutual  under- 
standing and  respect  and 
reconciliation.  We  do  not  want  to  do — 
we  do  not  want  to  jeopardize  the  prog- 
ress of  our  conciliatory  effort.  This  is  the 
basic  reason  why  we  are  very  careful  in 
giving  the  real  picture.  By  this  substi- 
tute resolution,  we  are  keeping  the  door 
open  for  continuing  process  of  dialogue 
in  the  spirit  of  truth  and  justice,  which 
are  the  roots  of  true  and  lasting  peace. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you  very  much.  You  would  understand 
that  if  you  prefer  the  substitute  resolu- 
tion, you  will  vote  yes,  for  it  will  be 
placed  before  us  first.  If  you  prefer  the 
first  resolution,  you  will  vote  no  on  this 
one  in  order  to  be  able  to  vote  yes  on  the 
other  one.  These  are  the  two  resolutions 
that  are  before  us.  I  think  that  our  house 


is  ready  to  proceed  to  vote  on  these 
resolutions.  We'll  take  the  substitute 
resolution  first.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  642;  No,  165]  You 
have  approved  the  substitute  resolu- 
tion, 642  to  165.  It  becomes  the  main 
motion.  If  you  will  approve  as  the  main 
motion,  please  vote  when  the  light  ap>- 
pears.  [Yes,  773;  No,  50]  The  substitute 
has  been  adopted  as  the  main  motion. 

Resolution  on  Sierra  Leone  Introduced 

Now  I  would  ask  you  to  turn  in  your 
DCA  to  p.  2212.  We  have  a  resolutioi. 
printed  there  relative  to  the  situation  in 
Sierra  Leone.  It  is  before  us,  page  2212. 
Going  to  proceed  now  to  inquire  if  you 
have  comments  or  questions  relative  to 
the  resolution  number  [page)  2212.  All 
right,  there  is  a  card  at — go  to  mike  8, 
please. 

TYSON  FERGUSON  (Detroit): 
Bishop,  is  there  something  we  can  do  to 
help  you.  The  last  couple  of  days,  back 
here,  we've  being  trying  to  get  the 
chair's  attention.  The  last  resolution, 
we  had  people  back  here  waving  cards. 
What  can  we  do  to  assist  you  to  ac- 
knowledge that  we're  back  here?  If  you 
could  help  us  or  advise  us,  we  would 
appreciate  it.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  you  have 
certainly  with  your  very  statement 
brought  an  added  degree  of  sensitiza- 
tion. And  we'll  try  to  proceed  in  the 
fairest  possible  manner.  The  resolution 
is  numbered  on  p.  2212  and  it  is  related 
to  the  Sierra  Leone  Annual  Conference, 
a  resolution  from  the  delegates.  You've 
had  it  before  you.  You  have  read  it 
again.  Are  there  comments  or  questions 
regarding  this  resolution?  All  right. 
There  is  a  card  in  the  back.  Will  you 
please  go  to  mike  8? 

ULISES  TORRES  (New  England):  I 
wonder  if  a  friendly  amendment  could 
be  accepted.  In  all  conflicts,  not  only  hu- 
man beings  and  property  suffer  de- 
struction and  mutilation,  but  also 
God's  creation,  as  such.  So  I  would  like 
to  offer  just  an  inclusion  in  the  first 
paragraph  at  the  end.  "Destruction  of 
property  and  God's  creation." 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  I  be- 
lieve the  house  has  heard  that.  That  res- 
olution actually  belongs  to  the  house  at  ■ 
this  point.  Is  there  objection  from  the 
house  to  adding  those  words?  I  do  no 
hear  any,  so  I  believe  that  is  received  asl 
a  friendly  amendment,  and  that  inclu- 
sion is  made.  The  resolution  is  befor 
us.  Are  there  other  comments  or  que 
tions?  Then  I  sense  that  we  are  ready  I 
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vote.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap*- 
pears.  I'm  sorry.  Excuse  me,  we  had  a 
card  1  didn't  see.  All  right.  1  believe 
we're  going  to  mike  7.  Is  that  correct? 
Mike  7.  Mike  7. 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  My  Lord 
Bishop,  this  resolution  is  very  timely 
and  so  if  it  is  adopted  or  fMssed  by  this 
General  delegates  Conference,  we  pray 
that  its  implementation  be  immediate. 
Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you  very  much.  Other  com- 
ments or  questions?  I  believe  we  are 
ready  to  vote.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  apf>ears.  You  have  approved  this 
resolution  [Yes,  844;  No,  18]  and  in  the 
spirit  of  the  request  of  the  delegate,  will 
you  join  with  me  in  a  moment  of  silent 
prayer  as  we  indeed  offer  special 
prayers  for  the  victinns  of  these  acts  of 
violence  on  the  people  of  Sierra  Leone. 

(prayer) 

Now,  I  invite  you  to  continue  as  we 
look  at  additional  resolutions  that  are 
before  us.  I  believe  that  on  2211,  you 
have  a  resolution  that  is  printed  here,  in 
French,  and  then  you  have,  I  believe, 
the  resolution  also  in  English, 
assumedly  so,  maybe  so,  on  2212.  All 
right.  Please  go  to  nuke  3.  I'm  sorry, 
there's  not  a  card.  All  right.  Yes  there  is. 
All  Right.  Please  go  to  mike  3. 

Motion  Made  by  Congolese  Delegation 

AKASA  OMAMBUDI  (Central 
Congo):  Bishop,  I  want  to  read  the  mo- 
tion from  the  Congolese  delegate  to  the 
General  Conference  2000. 

We  the  Congolese  United  Methodist 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference, 

Whereas  the  given  situation  in  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo  has 
been  grave  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Whereas  the  hopes  of  the  Congolese 
people  were  rejuvenated  with  the  new 
regime  in  1997, 

Whereas  the  reason  for  the  invasion 
w<is  originally  given  as  related  tp  secu- 
rity at  the  borders.  It  is  now  evident  that 
this  is  not  true  because  the  forces  from 
the  invading  countries  are  1,500  kms 
deep  inside  Congolese  territory. 

Whereas  the  war  in  the  Congo  is  a 
war  of  aggression  and  not  a  rebellion. 

Whereas  Rwanda,  Uganda,  and  Bu- 
rundi's aggression  is  funded  by  some 
western  pxjwers. 

Whereas  Rwandan,  Ugandan,  and 
Burundian  troops  have  been  assassi- 
nating iruiocent  civiliar«,  deporting  the 


Christian  and  Muslim  leaders,  raping 
and  deliberately  contaminating 
women  with  HIV/AIDS,  cutting  preg- 
nant women's  wombs  open  and  are 
burying  people  alive. 

Whereas  despite  statements  from  the 
presidents  of  Rwanda  and  Uganda  to 
end  the  war,  hostilities  from  both  coun- 
tries against  our  people  have  not 
ceased.  Instead,  they  are  perpetrating  a 
genocide  in  our  country. 

Be  it  hereby  resolved  that  our  Meth- 
odist brothers  and  sisters  in  the  United 
States  plead  to  President  Clinton  and 
the  United  States  Congress  to  work 
with  the  Security  Council  of  the  United 
Nations  and  demand  the  withdrawal  of 
Rwandan,  Burundian  and  Ugandan 
troops  from  Congolese  territory.  If 
these  countries  refuse  to  heed  the  call  to 
withdraw,  both  the  US  and  the  UN 
should  impose  an  arms  embargo  on 
those  countries.  The  embargo  should 
also  cover  the  purchase  of  diamonds 
and  natural  resources  looted  from 
Congo. 

Be  it  hereby  resolved  that  the  General 
Conference  will  adopt  a  resolution  to 
support  financially,  politically  and 
spiritually,  the  pseace  process  initiated 
by  the  All  Africa  'Conference  of 
Churches  under  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Onema  and  accepted  by  the 
government  of  Democratic  Republic  of 
Congo.  We  plead  to  the  General  Con- 
ference to  provide  continuing  financial 
support  to  UMCOR,  which  has  been  in- 
strumental in  assisting  people  dis- 
placed from  the  war.  In  addition,  the 
General  Conference  should  ask  Chris- 
tians from  Rwanda,  Uganda  and  Bu- 
rundi to  pressure  their  governments  to 
withdraw  their  troops  to  their  respec- 
tive countries. 

Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 

It  has  been  helpful  to  have  it  read  be- 
fore us.  So,  now  it  is  before  us?  Is  there  a 
comment  or  a  question?  Yes,  in  the  very 
back.  Please  go  to  mike  8. 

CHARLES  S.  G.  BOAYUE,  JR.  (De- 
troit): Although  no  resolution  before 
this  General  Conference  would  ever  be 
perfect  in  everything  it  calls  for,  I  invite 
every  delegate  voting  this  morning  to 
help  this  General  Conference  by  casting 
your  vote  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  so 
that  all  of  us  would  give  a  100  p>ercent 
suppori  to  this  resolution  and,  at  least 
show  on  this  one  issue,  that  all  United 
Methodist  people  are  solidly  united.  1 
would  appeal  that  not  one  dissenting 


vote  be  placed  anywhere  else  but  in 
supp)ort  of  this  resolution. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  that's 
a  speech  for  the  resolution.  Other  com- 
ments or  questions  that  need  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  this  resolution  before  we 
take  our  vote?  Yes,  the  ...  Please  go  to 
mike  2. 

AKASA  J.  UMEMBUDI  (Central 
Congo):  (Interpretation  from  French) 

The  situation  in  the  Congo  is  a  dra- 
matic situation.  This  is  an  unjustice  war 
in  the  Congo.  The  silence  of  the  great 
powers  and  of  the  church  is  also  an  un- 
just silence.  I  believe  that  this  General 
Conference  could  speak  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  to  the 
leadership  in  Belgium  so  that  this  war 
will  end.  There  are  women  and  chil- 
dren who  are  dying  because  of  this  si- 
lence. All  of  the  witness  we  are  hearing 
about  this  war  is  very  sad.  And  we  are 
hoping  for  something  from  this  Confer- 
ence. Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Okay.  Thank 
you.  We  have. ..yes;  there  is  a  pink  card. 
Please  go  to  mike  5.  (Pause) 

Congo  Resolution 
in  Both  French  and  English 

MEL  R.  BOWDAN,  JR.  (Kentucky): 
Bishop,  earlier  you  mentioned  that  the 
resolution  on  2211  in  French  and  the 
resolution  on  2212  in  English  are  the 
same  and  I  don't ...  am  1  correct  in  that? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  No,  I  noted  ear- 
lier we  had  the  two  resolutions  and 
there  was  some  difference  in  these  two 
resolutions.  We  are  on  the  resolution 
221 2  in  English;  it  has  been  read  for  us. 

BOWDAN:  All  right  and  with  ...  then 
that's  the  one  we  are  adopting.  1  wanted 
to  be  sure  that  we  were  not  thinking... 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  thank  you 
very  much,  all  right.  We  had  a  card.  All 
right.  I  believe  that  we  have  had  the  of>- 
p>ortunity  to  speak  and  I  sense  that  you 
are  ready  to  vote.  I'm  sorry,  there  is  an 
orange  card.  Please  go  to  mike  7. 

WOLFGANG  RUHNOW  (Germany 
East):  I  speak  in  German. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  please  pro- 
ceed. 

RUHNOW:  (Interpretation  from  Ger- 
man) I  do  not  speak  against  the  content 
of  this  resolution  but  I  would  like  to 
s(>eak  against  the  way  in  which  it  has 
been  made.  Those  who  ask  for  a  uni- 
form vote  in  this  kind  of  resolution 
make  it  into  a  kind  of  instrument.  I 
come  from  the  eastern  part  of  Germany 
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and  we  have  had  much  experience  with 
uniform  resolutions  and  uniform  votes. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you  very  much.  I  had... all  right,  card, 
mike  2. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida): 
Our  deepest  apologizes  to  the  persons 
who  presented  this  resolution  from  the 
Congo.  It  was  presented  and  given  to  be 
Calendared  in  both  English  and  French 
and  somehow  or  another  the  English 
has  been  omitted.  Please  forgive  those 
who  were  responsible  for  that  omis- 
sion. Perhaps  we  can  be  supportive 
anyway. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you.  I... green  card,  mike  4. 

PHILIP  L.  HATHCOCK  (North  Ar- 
kansas): Does  not  the  English  transla- 
tion apf>ear  in  the  right-hand  colunm  of 
page  2212? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'll  turn  to  our 
secretary  to  answer  that  for  us. 

MARSHALL:  Yes,  it  does  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'm  sorry,  pro- 
ceed. All  right,  we're  going  to  take  this 
pink  card.  Go  to  mike  2  please.  Now 
I've  not  observed  as  clear  a  count  as 
would  have  been  required.  There  have 
been  questions  and  comments,  not  so 
much  for  or  against,  but  comments  rela- 
tive to  procedure  and  I'm  going  to  give 
the  opportunity,  in  a  moment,  for  those 
who  wish  to  speak  against  and  then  I'm 
going  to  call  the  question  after  this  vote, 
or  this  speech,  because  depending  on 
how  this  speech  goes,  so  that  we  vAW  be 
in  proper  order  in  our  speeches.  You 
may  proceed. 

ASHEMA  ASOPO  (Central  Congo): 
(Interpretation  from  Swanhili)  I  would 
like  to  ask  with  the  heart  full  of  sorrow 
and  the  heart  full  of  humility  when  I  re- 
member our  brothers  and  sisters.  They 
continue  to  die  up  until  now.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  sister  who  is  leading  us  in 
songs  with  us  together  to  lead  us  in  a 
song  that  will  unite  us  when  we  sing  so 
we  can  all  put  our  hearts  together  when 
we  thir\k  about  our  brothers  and  sisters 
who  are  dying  in  the  place  of  Congo. 

And  I  will  ask  that  we  all  pray  together 
before  we  go  on  with  the  vote.  Thank 

you. 

Congo  Resolution  Approved 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  we 
have  had  two  speeches  for.  We're  going 
to  call  the  question.  May  we  spend  just 
a  moment  in  silent  prayer  prior  to  the 
taking  of  the  vote,  (prayer) 


Will  you  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  Yes.  We're  in  the  midst  of  a 
vote.  We  have  approved  the  resolution 
[Yes,  862;  No,  15].  All  right,  would  you 
state  your  inquiry  at  mike  4  please. 

LEICESTER  LONGIX)N  (West  Mich- 
igan): Bishop,  didn't  our  brother  just 
ask  whether  we  could  sing  before  we 
prayed? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  he  surely 
did.  We  have  not  ended  our  session  this 
morning  and  there  will  be  the  opportu- 
nity for  us  to  be  gathered  into  such  a 
witness  of  song.  You're  quite  correct. 

LONGDON:  Thank  you  for  that  clari- 
fication. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Now  then,  I'm 
going  to  turn  to  delegate  Massey  who 
chairs  our  Calendar  Committee.  We 
have  other  resolutions,  but  the  reality  is 
we  have  a  calendar  we  want  to  put  be- 
fore us  and  we  want  to  adopt  our  calen- 
dar and  proceed  on  the  calendar  items 
and  we'll  return  to  the  resolutions  as  we 
have  opportunity  so  to  do.  Yes?  Mike  5. 

BOWDAN:  Bishop,  in  response  to  my 
question,  I  assumed  that  you  were  go- 
ing to  ask  the  body  to  also  look  at  the 
resolution  in  French  on  p.  221 L  That  is 
not  the  same.  There  are  some  differ- 
ences. The  English  version  we  just 
passed  is  a  much  shorter  version.  It 
leaves  out  several  words  and  anyone 
that  reads  French  can  see  that  it  is  not 
the  same.  Now  are  we  going  to  just 
adopt  the  one  and  not  the  other?  If 
that^s  what  we're  going  to  do,  well  we 
just  need  to  know  that.  But  they  are  not 
the  same. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  I'll 
defer  to  the  house  on  that  matter.  We 
did  have  a  delegate  read  in  its  entirety 
in  English  the  petition  or  resolution  as 
it's  printed  and  if  we  need  to  do  some- 
thing different  in  that  regard,  the  expec- 
tation of  the  chair  was  that  we  were  able 
to  proceed. 

BOWDAN:  Excuse  me.  Bishop.  He 
read  the  English  one.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  That  is  correct. 

MASSEY:  Bishop,  he  read  the  transla- 
tion from  the  same  man  that-did  the 
French-did  the  translation  in  English 
that  presented  it  this  morning. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  now 
we're  being  advised  that  the  person 
who  presented,  if  I'm  understanding  it 
correctly,  the  original  resolution  pre- 
sented it  in  French  and  then  has  trans- 
lated it  this  way  in  English. 


MASSEY:  The  presenters  from  the 
Congo  needed  a  translator  to  translate 
their  French  resolution  and  they  se- 
lected this  gentleman  who  translated 
and  then  because  he  did  not  realize  it 
and  neither  did  I  that  it  was  separated 
from  the  Sierra  Leone  resolution,  that  it 
was  indeed  on  the  right-hand  column 
on  page  whatever,  1 1 1 2,  he  presented  it 
in  English.  But  it  is  the  same  man,  the 
same  translator,  who  they  selected  to 
translate  their  resolution. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  now 
just  hold  steady  for  a  minute.  Sisters 
and  brothers,  we  want  to  be  participa- 
tory and  we  want  to  be  fair.  By  the  same 
token,  if  we  can  agree  that  the  spirit  of 
what  is  intended  has  been  conveyed  in 
the  resolution  that  we  have  adopted, 
and  if  we  can  find  some  unanimity 
around  that,  then  we'll  save  ourselves  a 
discussion  in  a  body  this  large  about 
how  you  translate  one  word  to  another.  I 
So  I'm  going  to  appeal  to  the  house  to 
allow  us  to  proceed  with  the  English 
translation  that  has  been  adopted  in  or- 
der for  us  to  implement  this  resolution 
and  not  to  engage  in  a  lengthy  discus-  | 
sion  about  particular  words  in  transla- 
tions. I  would  like  to  appeal  to  the 
house  in  that  regard  and  I  hope  you  will 
be  agreeable  to  that.  We're  going  to  try 
to  do  that  and  we  thank  you  for  your  co- 
operation. Now,  Delegate  Massey. 

MASSEY:  Thank  you.  Bishop.  The 
calendar  will  be.. .the  agenda  will  be 
presented  today  by  the  secretary  of  the 
committee,  Theodore  Collier. 

THEOIX)RE  C.  COLLIER  (Missouri 
West):  Good  morning.  Praise  God  from 
whom  all  blessings  flow.  I  move  the 
agenda  found  in  today's  DCA. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  it  is 
before  us.  If  you  will  approve  this 
agenda,  will  you  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  Or  if  you  choose  to  disapprove 
it,  you  can  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
It  is  approved  [Yes,  852;  No,  5].  Now 
we'll  proceed. 

Consent  Calendars  A05,  805,  C05 
Adopted 

FITZGERALD  REIST:  Good  morn- 
ing. I'm  Fitzgerald  Reist,  coordinator  of 
the  calendar.  Now  are  you  ready  to  do 
an  old  fashioned  vote  by  raising  your 
hands?  Okay.  I'm  going  to  give  you 
three  choices.  How  many  items  are  left 
for  us  to  consider?  365,  502,  or  669? 
Okay,  I  think  voice  makes  it  very  clear, 
you're  right,  669  items.  Just  to  keep  that 
in  mind  what  we  have  left  to  do.  If  you 
would  turn  in  your  DCAs  to  Wednes- 
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day.  May  10, 2000,  Vol.  4,  No.  8,  p.  2135. 
The  fifth  consent  calendar  begins  there. 
On  p.  2135  Consent  Calendar  A05  be- 
gins with  Calendar  Item  1 221 .  There  are 
no  changes  to  report. 

COLLIER:  I  move  the  approval  of 
consent  calendar  A05. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  The  motion  is 
before  us.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  It  is  approved  [Yes,  892;  No,  4]. 

REIST:  On  p.  2142,  Consent  Calendar 
BOS  begins  with  Calendar  Item  1265. 
On  p.  2142,  Calendar  Item  1265  has 
been  removed  at  the  request  of  dele- 
gates. On  p.  2144,  Calendar  Item  1270 
has  been  removed  at  the  request  of  del- 
egates. 

I  move  the  approval  of  consent  calen- 
dar B05,  with  the  exceptions  noted. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  It's  before  us. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
have  approved  by  [Yes,  891;  No,  7]. 

REIST:  On  p.  2147,  Consent  Calendar 
C05  begins  with  Calendar  Item  1279. 
On  p.  2147,  Calendar  Item  1280  has 
been  removed  at  the  request  of  dele- 
gates. On  p.  2149,  Calendar  Items  1295 
and  1300  have  been  removed  at  the  re- 
quest of  delegates. 

COLLIER:  I  move  the  approval  of  the 
consent  calendar  with  the  exceptions 
noted. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  It  is  before  us. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
have  approved.  [Yes,  876;  No,  32]. 

REIST:  I  want  to  thank  the  dele- 
gates who  have  helped  me  correct 
mistakes  and  I  invite  you  to  continue 
to  help  me  to  locate  and  correct  mis- 
takes. I  also  want  to  help  you  with  a 
couple  of  things.  You  do  not  need  to 
submit  forms  to  lift  from  the  consent 
calendar  items  which  are  not  on  the 
consent  calendar,  (laughter)  You  also 
must  wait  until  an  item  is  printed  on 
the  consent  calendar  before  you  can 
submit  to  remove  it  from  the  consent 
calendar.  If  you  have.. some  of  you 
have  turned  in  things  with  a  petition 
number  and  signatures  and  it's  not 
yet  on  the  consent  calendar.  Those 
will  not  be  removed  until  you  submit 
one  that  lists  the  consent  calendar  it's 
on.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you  for 
that  clarification.  We'll  proceed  now  to 
Faith  and  Order  and  the  presenters  will 
be  leading  us. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Faith  and  Or- 
der. I'm  going  to  be  holding  steady  onto 
this  agenda.  We  have  a  very  heavy 


agenda  this  morning.  And  we're  going 
to  follow  our  order.  There  will  be  op- 
portunity for  additional  motions  to 
come  if,  as  time  permits  before  we  re- 
cess for  lunch.  But  we're  going  to  be  in 
order  for  Faith  and  Order.  And  we'll 
ask  that  you'll  come  and  lead  us  at  this 
time  please.  All  right,  you  may  pro- 
ceed. 

Faith  and  Order  Committee  Report 

ROBERT  HAYES:  (Chair  of  Faith 
and  Order  Committee)  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  To  the  delegates  of  the  An- 
nual, to  the  General  Conference.  The 
bishop  has  granted  me  an  opportu- 
nity to  say  a  word  to  you  on  behalf  of 
the  committee  on  Faith  and  Order.  I'm 
going  to  ask  that  the  Committee  on 
Faith  and  Order  please  stand  where 
you  are. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

HAYES:  Bishop,  Bishop,  we  just 
want  to  say  to  this  General  Confer- 
ence that  the  Committee  on  Faith  and 
Order  stands  in  solidarity  this  morn- 
ing to  demonstrate  our  unity  in  spite 
of  our  diversity  and  our  differences. 
For  the  last  eight  days  we  have  sought 
the  guidance  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  direct  us.  And  on  last  Satur- 
day, in  Room  230A,  the  Holy  Sprit  vis- 
ited us  and  delivered  a  very 
transforming  presence  that  not  only 
changed  everyone  in  that  room,  but 
enabled  us  to  hear  one  another — some 
for  the  very  first  time — and  to  treat 
each  other  with  respect,  compassion, 
dignity,  and  love.  We  have  laughed 
together,  we  have  cried  together,  we 
have  prayed  together,  and  we  have 
held  hands  together.  And  in  our  last 
session  on  yesterday  we  ended  by 
holding  hands  and  by  singing  to- 
gether "We  Shall  Overcome."  And  for 
Faith  and  Order  committee  to  end  it's 
session  by  singing  "We  Shall  Over- 
come," truly  God's  kingdom  has 
come  closer  to  us. 

The  exf)erience  of  that  second  Pente- 
cost and  the  richness  of  our  time  to- 
gether will  be  a  part  of  our  lives  forever. 
And  1  want  to  express  my  appreciation 
to  every  member  of  that  committee  as 
well  as  to  the  capable  vice-chair,  Scott 
Jones,  and  to  the  secretary,  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Moore.  And  1  thank  you  so  much. 
Thank  you.  Bishop. 

(Applause) 


Petition  to  Retain  Current  Language 

Calling  Homosexuality 

Incompatible  With  Christianity 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you  very  much.  We'll  proceed  now  to 
hear  the  report  from  Faith  and  Order. 

HAYES:  Bishop  and  members  of  the 
General  Conference,  the  legislative 
committee  on  Faith  and  Order  brings 
for  your  consideration  this  morning 
Calendar  Item  1372,  found  on  p.  484,  in 
the  Advance  DCA,  and  p.  2157,  in  the 
DCA—  484  in  the  Adivnce  DCA,  and  p. 
2157  in  the  DCA.  It  is  Petition  30083, 
30083.  The  committee  recommends 
concurrence  with  this  [petition  asking 
that  the  current  language  finding  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  incompati- 
ble with  Christian  teaching  be  retained. 
And  the  rationale  simply  is  this  para- 
graph best  represents  the  church's 
stance  and  conforms  to  the  clear  and 
true  teaching  of  Scripture. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  This 
petition  is  before  us.  Yes.  There  is  a  card 
in  the  back.  Will  you  go  to  mike  5, 
please? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Bishop,  I 
think  there's  a  minority  report. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Oh,  I'm— 
would  you  hold  just  a  moment?  I'm  ad- 
vised that  there  is  a  minority  report, 
and  my  apologies.  Let's  hear  the  minor- 
ity repxjrt,  then  we,  of  course,  will  pro- 
ceed to  address  the  minority  report,  or 
f)erfect  the  majority  report,  and  then 
the  minority  repwrt.  Thank  you. 

Minority  Report  Offered  on 

Incompatibility  Language 

for  Homosexuality 

PHILIP  WOGA\L\N  (Baltimore- 
Washington):  Thank  you.  Bishop  and 
sisters  and  brothers.  The  Faith  and  C)r- 
der  committee  has  indeed  been  a  re- 
markable experience  for  all  of  us,  so 
united  on  many  things,  so  deeply  and 
consistently  divided  on  others.  Our  di- 
visions on  homosexuality  are  those  of  a 
church  that  has  been  troubled  by  this 
for  thirty  years.  We  in  the  minority  had 
hoped  it  would  be  possible  to  join  with 
those  who  disagree  with  us  in  a  creative 
compromise  that  could  have  helped  to 
heal  the  church  and  to  have  spared 
much  discussion  and  plenary  It  was 
not  to  be  so. 

So  we  bring  this  compromise  pro- 
posal before  you  as  a  minonty  report. 
We  take  senously  the  long  tradition  of 
the  church,  but  on  a  matter  where  that 
tradition  seeks  to  apply  the  deeper  wis- 
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dom  of  faith  to  the  ongoing  progression 
of  factual  knowledge  and  the  continu- 
ing witness  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  must 
be  prepared  to  acknowledge  our  limita- 
tions and  to  respect  divergent  views. 
We  do  not  do  so  casually,  nor  by  accom- 
modation to  a  less-than-Christian  cul- 
ture. This  minority  report  does  not 
change  the  church's  excellent  teachings 
about  human  sexuality — against  pro- 
miscuity, against  abuse  in  all  its  forms, 
against  the  disconnection  between  sex 
and  love.  About  such  things  there  is  a 
deep  consensus  among  us.  All  of  us, 
wherever  we  live,  all  of  us  are  prone  to 
voice  the  biases  and  the  values  of  our 
cultural  setting.  That  is  plainly  evident 
in  all  of  our  debates  on  these  matters. 

But  all  of  us  are  called  to  reach  deeper 
into  the  faith  we  hold  in  common  as  we 
seek  to  relate  that  faith  to  the  facts  at 
hand,  as  they  come  to  be  better  under- 
stood. Again  and  again  we  have 
learned  as  a  church  that  we  were  wrong 
about  women,  about  slaves,  about  ra- 
cial minorities,  about  monarchy,  about 
futilism.  Will  we  one  day  have  to  hold  a 
service  of  repentance  for  our  gay  and 
lesbian  sisters  and  brothers?  We  are  not 
asked  to  answer  that  question  today. 
We  are  divided  today;  we  will  still  be 
divided  when  we  leave  this  city.  Can 
we  not  acknowledge  that  truthfully 
and  thus  pave  the  way  for  a  piece  of 
mutual  respect? 

Yesterday  Archbishop  Carey  said  to 
us,  "What  I  dislike  is  when  one  part  of 
the  church  says  we  have  the  truth  and 
nobody  else  does."  Is  that  not  equally 
true  in  this  context,  on  this  question? 
When  the  minority  report  says,  "We  ac- 
knowledge with  humility  that  the 
church  has  been  unable  to  arrive  at  a 
common  mind,"  that  is  not  about  vote 
counting  or  poll  taking.  It  is  about  hu- 
mility; it  is  about  our  inability  yet  to  ar- 
rive at  a  common  mind  on  the  deeper 
mearung  of  Scripture  and  the  leading  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Please  sum  up. 

WOGAMAN:  The  differences  cannot 
be  wished  away.  Nor  should  we  want 
to,  for  there  may  be  something  of  God's 
truth  lurking  in  each  of  us  that  will  be 
needed  one  day  to  complete  the  whole. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Dr.  Wogaman, 
please  sum  up  now.  Would  you  please 
sum  it  up  now? 

WOGAMAN:  All  right.  I  conclude 
with  the  heartfelt  words  of  a  voice  from 
Africa,  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu,  out 
of  his  compassion  for  gay  and  lesbian 
people,  he  wrote,   "We  make  them 


doubt  that  they  are  the  children  of  God, 
and  this  must  be  nearly  the  ultimate 
blasphemy.  We  blame  them  for  some- 
thing that  is  becoming  increasing  clear, 
they  can  do  little  about. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

WOGAMAN:  Why  should  we  want 
homosexuality  persons  not  to  give  ex- 
pression to  their  sexuality  in  loving 
acts?  Why  don't  we  use  the  same  crite- 
ria to  judge  them  that  we  use  to  judge 
whether  heterosexual  relations  are 
wholesome?  I  know  that  the  Lord  of  the 
church  would  not  be  where  his  church 
is  in  this  matter."  With  great  respect, 
with  great  respect,  we  ask  you  to  sup- 
port the  minority  report. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  the 
minority — report  has  now  been  pre- 
sented. We're  back  to  the  majority  re- 
port, and  it  is  before  us  contained  on  p. 
2157.  The  Petition  No.,  or  Calendar  No. 
is  1372.  Is  there — all  right,  would  you, 
in,  the  green  card.  Go  to  mike  6  please. 
All  right. 

JUNE  GOLDMAN  (Iowa):  Bishop,  I 
would  support  the  decision  of  the,  or 
the  recommendation  of  the  legislative 
committee  to  concur  with  the  present 
language.  I  have  frequently  been  called 
unloving  and  a  bigot  because  I  have 
voted  in  favor  of  this  phrase  that  we  do 
not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexu- 
ality. The  people  who  have  called  me 
unloving  have  not  bothered  to  learn 
that  frequently  in  my  home,  around  my 
table,  I  have  entertained  my  gay  and 
lesbian  friends.  And  we  have  laughed 
together  and  cried  together  and  talked 
together.  And  one  of  those  friends  said 
to  me  three  or  four  years  ago,  '7une, 
please  do  not  compromise  the  church 
that  we  love  just  to  accommodate  me." 
And  so  I — 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Excuse  me, 
June.  I'm  going  to  interrupt  only  for  the 
purf>ose  of  reminding  us  that  we're 
perfecting  the  majority  report,  and  I 
was  not  aware  you  were  going,  not  go- 
ing to  make  a  motion  but  a  speech.  I  will 
come  back  to  you  when  we  come  back 
to  the  majority  report  and  or  the  minor- 
ity report.  Would  you  allow  me  that 
privilege  please? 

GOLDMAN:  I  would,  I  would  grate- 
fully appreciate  that.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you.  Now  are  there  any  amendments, 
any  perfecting,  that  needs  to  be  done  re- 
garding the  majority  report?  We're 
treating  it  that  way  now.  All  right. 
The — lef  s  go  to  the  very  back  and  the 


second  yellow  card  in.  Go  to  mike  5. 
The  card  that  was  just  lowered,  if  you'll 
now  stand  and  go  to  mike  5. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Bishop, 
you  recognized  me  previously,  and 
then — I'm  at  mike  5  here. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Yes,  is  it 
appropriate  to  make  a  motion  to  amend 
the  rules  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  I'm  sorry. 
I  did  not  acknowledge  that  I'd  recog- 
nized you  previously,  and  so  I'm  going 
to  stay  with  the  person  I  did  recogni- 
tion, recognize,  and  we'll  try  to  be  re- 
sponsive in  just  a  moment. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you.  All 
right,  mike  5  please. 

Amendment  Offered  to  Change 
Social  Principles  Language 

RUTH  DAUGHERTY  (Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania): Bishop,  I  would  like  to  vote, 
make  a  motion  for  an  amendment  in  the 
sentence  in  the  Social  Principles  65g,  the 
paragraph  that  we  have  before  us  be- 
ginning "Homosexual  persons."  The 
sentence  in  that  paragraph  beginning 
"Although  we."  I  move  that  we  substi- 
tute the  word  many:  "Although  many 
do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homo- 
sexuality" and  continued.  By  the  sec- 
ond, I  will  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Is  it 
seconded?  It's  supported.  You  may 
speak. 

DAUGHERTY:  And  really  it  doesn't 
take  a  lot  of  words.  I  think  if  s  very  ex- 
planatory that  this  states  where  we  are 
in  the  church.  That  many  do  not,  but  we 
do  all  affirm,  as  we  continue  in  that  sen- 
tence, that  God's  grace  is  available  to 
all. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  that's 
an  amendment  and  a  speech  for.  Is 
there  someone  who  wishes  to  speak  on 
the  opposite  side?  There  is  a  orange 
card  back  here  waving.  If  you'll  go  to 
mike  8  please. 

Delegate  Says  Compromise  Not  Possible 

ROGER  ELLIOTT  (North  Carolina):  I 
wish  to  speak  against  this  amendment. 
The  majority  and  minority  of  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  are  divided  over  issues 
of  biblical  interpretation  and  divine 
revelation.  I  am  not  sure  of  how  we 
have  come  to  this  impasse,  but  I  do  not 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  any  who  gather 
here.  For  those  of  us  who  believe  that 
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the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  incom- 
patible with  Christian  teachings,  this  is 
not  an  issue  on  which  we  can  compro- 
nnise.  This  does  not  mean  that  we  are 
homophobic  or  unloving  or  mean-spir- 
ited. We  do  not  believe  that  homosexu- 
ality, when  practiced,  is  a  greater  sin 
than  others,  but  we  do  believe  that  it  is  a 
sin.  For  us  to  acquiesce  in  any  way  on 
this  issue  would  be  to  sacrifice  our  in- 
tegrity and  accommodate  to  our  cul- 
ture. I  urge  us  to  concur  with  the 
committee's  recommendation  and  de- 
feat all  amendments. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  That's 
a  speech  against.  Now  then  we're  on 
the  Daugherty  amendment.  We  have  a 
card  here.  Go  to  mike  1  please. 

Appeal  to  Scripture 
Against  Homosexual  Practice 

WILLIAM  HYNSON  (Texas):  I  also 
rise  to  speak  in  opposition  to  the 
amendments  and  in  favor  of  the  com- 
nxittee.  Those  who  would  deny 
women's  equal  rights  and  use  the  Scrip- 
ture to  support  them  had  to  ignore  the 
Old  Testament  prophetess  Hulda, 
Deborah  the  judge,  even  a  queen  in  Is- 
rael, the  fact  that  women  could  inherit 
property  just  as  males,  certainly  the 
ministry  of  Jesus,  who  chose  women  to 
preach  the  Resurrection.  Those  who 
would  use  the  Bible  to  support  slavery 
had  to  ignore  the  fact  that  oppressors 
disliked  the  Bible  most  and  refused  to 
let  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
were  oppressed.  The  Bible,  the  Word  of 
God,  has  freed  more  f)eople  from  bond- 
age than  all  the  armies  of  the  earth. 
However,  when  we  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  practice  of  homosexuality, 
even  our  Comnuttee  on  Study  of  Hu- 
man Sexuality  finally  concluded  that 
every  Scripture  that  refers  to  the  prac- 
tice of  human,  of  sex,  the  practice  of  ho- 
mosexuality is  negative. 

On  this  issue  we  do  not  have  ambigu- 
ity. On  this  issue  the  Scriptures  are 
clear.  I  support  the  committee.  I'm  op- 
posed to  all  of  these  amendments. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Is 
there  someone  wishing  to  speak  for? 
There's  an  orange  card  in  the  very  back. 
Please  go  to  mike  7. 

FRANK  E.  TROTTER  JR.  (Balti- 
more-Washington): This  is  one  of  the 
most  complex  issues  that  has  ever  faced 
our  church.  Some  recent  polls  suggest 
that  there  is  a  1  /3  of  us  firmly  in  favor  of 
keeping  the  language  as  it  is.  There  may 
be  another  1/3  of  us  firmly  committed 
to  changing  the  language.  And  there's 


another  1/3  of  us  in  the  middle.  And  I 
would  address  my  remarks  today  for 
the  duration  of  the  debate  to  those  who 
are  still  deciding,  because  that  is  where 
the  church  lies  in  terms  of  the  future.  1 
hojse  that  in  the  spirit  of  the  debate  we 
can  keep  open  minds  about  what  hap*- 
pens  in  the  debate  and  not  close  our- 
selves to  any  creative  compromise.  I 
believe  the  amendment  is  a  good  one,  a 
healthy  one,  and  moves  us  a  step  for- 
ward toward  healing,  and  1  encourage 
all  of  us  to  prayerfully  consider  it. 
Thank  you. 

Social  Principles  Amendment  Defeated 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  that  you  have 
adopted,  we  have  2  speeches  for  and  2 
spjeeches  against  on  the  Daugherty 
amendment.  It  is  now  before  us.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  apjjears.  [Yes,  439; 
No,  507]  The  Daugherty  amendment 
fails  by  a  vote  of  507  to  439.  We  are  on 
the  main  motion,  which  comes  from  the 
committee  regarding  Calendar  Item 
1372.  Are  there  comments  or  questions 
in  regard  to  this  particular  report?  Yes,  I 
did  recognize  a  delegate  earlier  at  Mike 
5  and  indicated  1  would  return  there. 
All  right. 

JEFF  SPELLMAN  -(Northern  New 
Jersey):  Thank  you.  Bishop.  Is  it  appro- 
priate to  make  a  motion  to  amend  the 
rules  at  this  time? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  you'll 
need  to  put  it  out  there  and  then  we'll 
have  to  decide  whether  it  is  appropriate 
or  not. 

SPELLMAN:  I  move  that  for  petitions 
related  to  homosexuality,  that  we  re- 
turn to  3-minute  speeches  as  p>er 
printed  rule  8-C,  and  to  3  speeches  for 
and  against  as  per  printed  rule  37.2. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
You're  moving,  1  would  conclude,  to 
suspend  the  rules  that  we  have  already 
adopted  in  order  to  consider  the  motion 
that  you  are  about  to  make,  is  that . . . 

SPELLMAN:  That  is  correct. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  The 
motion  to  susjjend  the  rule  is  non-de- 
batable. It  requires  a  2/3  majority. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
/Yes,  314;  No.  630/  And  the  motion  is  not 
sustained.  We're  back  on  the  main  Cal- 
endar Item  1372.  Please  go  to  Mike  8, 
yellow  card  in  the  back. 

DAWN  TAYLOR  (Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania): We  are  a  church  of  differing  un- 
derstandings, differing  perspectives  on 
scripture,  differing  . . . 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Excuse  me, 
may  I  just  ask,  are  you  jjerfecting  the 
original  motion  by  an  amendment,  or 
are  you  making  a  sf>eech  for  or  against 
the  original? 

TAYLOR:  Speech  against  the  origi- 
nal. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  If 
you'll  hold  that,  we  will  come  back  to 
you.  We're  f>erfecting  the  original.  I 
don't  believe  we  have  other  perfecting 
amendments  that  are  before  us,  so 
we're  going  to  return  now — or  turn  to 
the  minority  report.  The  minority  re- 
port is  before  us  and  it  is  open  for  your 
amendment  and/or  your  discussion. 
We'll  perfect  it  and  proceed  to  address 
it.  Are  there  any  perfecting  amend- 
ments regarding  the  minority  report? 

I  don't  believe  we  have  perfecting 
amendments,  so  you  are  invited  to  ad- 
dress the  minority  report  as  you  may  so 
desire.  A  pink  card  here.  The  woman 
delegate  in  this  section,  will  you  please 
go  to  Mike  4? 

ELLEN  A.  BRUBAKER  (West  Michi- 
gan): Four  years  ago  I  stood  before  you, 
my  family,  and  said  that  given  all  of  the 
resp>ect  for  the  authority  of  scripture 
which  for  me  is  the  Spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ,  for  the  doctrines  of  our  beloved 
church,  that  when  I  considered  this  is- 
sue I  saw  the  faces  of  people  that  1  love 
before  anything  else.  Four  years  later  I 
rise  to  say  to  you  that  some  of  those  per- 
sons in  whom  the  image  of  Christ  is  so 
alive  are  persons  in  my  very  own  fam- 
ily; a  son,  a  daughter,  a  nephew  who 
has  been  called  to  the  ordained  minis- 
try of  this,  our  church,  and  is  not  able  to 
serve  in  that  way.  But  in  a  greater  sense, 
they  are  all  my  children  and  all  my 
brothers  and  sisters  and  all  my  family. 
Nothing  we're  going  to  do  here  can 
change  that  truth:  that  God  is  a  God 
who  has  spread  the  table  wide  and  ev- 
eryone has  an  equal  place  at  that  table. 
And  the  broken  body  and  the  life  of 
Christ  poured  out  for  us  all  means  just 
that. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  you 
need  to  conclude.  Thank  you.  We  have 
a  speech  for  the  minority  report.  Is  there 
someone  wishing  to  speak  on  the  other 
side?  There  is  in  the  very  back  an  or- 
ange card.  Please  go  to  Mike  8. 

Committee  Member  Describes  Legislative 
Session  as  a  Pentecost  Experience 

ALBERT  J.  BOWLES  JR.  (Holston): 
Bishop,  1  stand  in  unity  of  shared  pwin 
with  my  sisters  and  brothers  from  the 
Faith  and  Order  Legislative  Committee 
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to  be  opposed  to  the  minority  report. 
Last  Saturday  was  truly  a  Pentecost  ex- 
perience. We  heard  each  other  speak- 
ing in  different  languages  for  11  hours. 
There  were  tears,  there  were  prayers, 
hand  holding  and  sharing.  I  think  little 
changed  in  our  positions,  yet  we  were 
united  in  a  shared  pain.  I  believe  that 
we  need  to  leave  the  language  in  The 
Discipline.  While  it's  very  painful  to 
many,  I  still  believe  it  gives  us  a  positive 
position  from  which  we  can  embrace 
each  other  in  our  differences,  keep  us  in 
a  pastoral  approach,  and  continue  the 
dialogue  of  Christian  love.  Let  us  trust 
in  the  mystery  of  God's  grace  to  bring 
some  healing  in  a  mysterious  and  gra- 
cious way. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 
There  is  a  green  card,  so  if  you  will  go  to 
the  center  of  this  section  to  Mike  4, 
please. 

Pastor  Describes  Church 
With  Many  Gay  Persons 

GRAYSON  ATHA  (West  Ohio):  Six 
years  I  was  appointed  to  a  church  and 
when  I  arrived  there,  discovered  that 
there  were  some  fifty  gay  persons.  They 
were  on  Trustees,  Finance  Committee, 
Pastor-Parish  Committee,  in  the  choir. 
They  helped  with  the  rummage  sale, 
paid  apportionments,  gave  generously 
to  the  church.  They  were  all  over  the 
place.  One  in  particular  came  to  me  and 
said,  "I  tried  for  ten  years  after  leaving 
the  church,  I  tried  before  leaving  to 
pray  that  Jesus  Christ  would  change 
me.  And  when  Christ  didn't,  I  left."  But 
ten  years  later,  a  person  in  their  late 
eighties  came  and  said,  "There  is  a 
place  for  you  in  the  church.  And  so,"  he 
said,  "I  came  back."  Sunday,  those  fifty 
plus  others  will  be  at  our  home  for  din- 
ner. 1  thought  it  appropriate  to  invite 
them  following  this  conference.  I  will 
need  to  talk  with  them  about  this  con- 
ference. 1  would  like  to  be  able  to  not 
have  to  say  to  them,  one  by  one,  as  I 
looked  them  in  the  eye,  "The  church 
says  you  are  not  compatible  with  Chris- 
tian teaching." 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  You 
need  to  sum  up. 

ATHA:  I'll  sum  up.  I  want  to  say  to  all 
the  gay  delegates,  all  the  gays  gathered 
in  this  auditorium  today.  Come  home. 
Come  home,  you  who  are  weary,  come 
home.  And  I  hope  that  all  of  us  together 
can  go  out  with  the  father  of  the  prodi- 
gal son  to  greet  them,  to  put  on  the 
golden  ring,  to  kill  the  fatted  calf,  and  to 
embrace  them.  We  need  them  as  a  part 


of  the  church.  We  together  must  go  into 
the  world  to  make  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ.  I'm  done.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON;  All  right. 
Thank  you  very  much.  There  is  a  pink 
card  back  here.  Please  go  to  mike  5.  Are 
you  speaking  against  the  minority  re- 
port? That  is  correct.  I'm  so  signaled. 
That  will  be  our  second  speech  and  we 
will  be  under  the  call  for  the  question 
following  this  speech  on  the  minority 
report. 

TIMOTHY  WHITAKER  (Virginia): 
I'm  a  Faith  and  Order  Committee  survi- 
vor. The  most  profound  thing  Aristotle 
said  in  this  great  book  on  ethics  is,  "It  is 
hard  to  be  good."  As  all  of  us  struggle 
with  the  issue  of  homosexuality,  we 
discover  how  hard  it  is  to  aim  at  this  is- 
sue and  to  hit  the  target  of  goodness 
and  truth.  If  we  try  to  practice  love  for 
our  homosexual  neighbors,  we  may  un- 
dermine the  moral  position  of  the 
church  that  homosexual  practice  is  out- 
side the  Christian  norm  of  the  covenant 
of  heterosexual  marriage.  By  trying  to 
love  our  neighbors,  we  may  violate  the 
commandment  to  love  God,  which  in- 
volves delighting  in  God's  moral  law 
and  God's  purposes  for  creation.  If  we 
try  to  defend  and  secure  the  church's 
moral  position,  we  may  be  smugly 
self-righteous  and  fearfully  moralistic 
in  our  relationships  to  homosexuals.  It 
is  hard  to  be  good.  The  present  position 
of  our  church  is  better  than  that  of  the 
minority  report,  because  our  present 
position  holds  together  a  loving  pasto- 
ral response  to  homosexuals  with  a 
confident  moral  position.  The  minority 
report  rightly  emphasizes  the  church's 
pastoral  response,  but  it  fails  to  provide 
a  moral  position. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Please  sum  up 
now. 

WHITAKER:  Our  present  moral  posi- 
tion is  based  upon  the  clear  witness  of 
scripture  and  the  trans-national, 
trans-cultural  Christian  tradition.  It  is 
the  position  that  represents  the  most 
faithful  listening  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
scripture  and  the  tradition  of  a  historic 
and  global  Christian  community. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  We 
have  two  speeches  for,  two  speeches 
against.  We  are  under  the  call  for  the 
vote  and  this  is  on  the  minority  report. 
The  minority.  You  may  go  to  mike  8 
and  state  your  point  of  order.  All  right. 

ROBERT  SWEET  (New  England): 
Bishop  Solomon,  what  a  wonderful 
name  for  this  morning. 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  God  help  me. 

SWEET:  Amen.  When  I  gave  the  mi- 
nority report  yesterday,  the  bishop 
ruled  that  the  person  giving  the  minor- 
ity report  had  the  last  word.  I  believe 
Dr.  Wogaman  is  entitled  to  that. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  That  is  correct. 
That  is  correct.  We're  clear  that  we're 
going  to  move  to  the  vote  but  prior  to 
the  moving  to  the  vote,  I  was  going  to 
turn  to  the  chair  or  to  the  person  pre- 
senting the  minority  report  for  a  sum- 
mation. 

WOGAMAN:  Thank  you.  Bishop, 
and  if  you're  Solomon  I'm  pleased  that  I 
am  not  a  baby.  You're  the  best  kind  of 
Solomon  and  I  appreciate  that. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 
Closing  Statement  of  Minority  Debate 

WOGAMON:  Well,  you  have  a  little 
bit  of  a  hint  of  what  we  went  through  in 
Faith  and  Order.  I  want  to  bear  witness 
again.  In  the  testimony  we  heard  in  that 
committee  and  hear  about  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  among  gay  and  lesbian 
people  who  are  perfectly  normal  and 
perfectly  good  as  committed  Chris- 
tians. One  of  the  members  of  our  group, 
Mark  Miller,  gave  eloquent  testimony. 
A  winsome,  wonderful  personality.  It  is 
not  a  violation  of  conscience  on  either 
side  to  recognize  that  there  is  in  fact  a 
deep  division  among  us.  Rather,  it  is  a 
grace  to  acknowledge  that  others  may 
have  a  portion  of  the  truth.  Our  moral 
position  as  a  minority  is  stated  in  that 
whole  section  of  the  Discipline,  where  a 
wonderful  epic  of  sexuality  is  laid  for- 
ward. Wouldn't  it  be  a  wonderful  sig- 
nal to  the  world,  torn  by  division 
among  people  who  are  all  convinced 
that  they  are  right,  to  see  a  humble  rec- 
ognition by  The  United  Methodist 
Church  that  we  accept  one  another  in 
deep  yet  unresolved  differences.  I  con- 
clude with  a  deep  scripture,  which  ap)- 
plies  to  this  kind  of  a  question  of 
division.  "Love  is  patient  and  kind. 
Love  is  not  envious  or  boastful  or  arro- 
gant or  rude.  Love  does  not  insist  on  its 
own  way.  It  is  not  irritable  or  resentful. 
It  does  not  rejoice  in  wrongdoing  but  in 
the  truth.  Love  bears  all  things,  believes 
all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all 
things.  Now  I  know,  only  in  part,  then  I 
will  know  fully,  even  as  I  have  been 
fully  known.  And  now  faith,  hope  and 
love  abide,  these  three.  The  greatest  of 
these  is  love." 

And  now  we  are  testing  whether  the 
division  in  our  committee  represented 
exactly  the  division  of  the  General  Con- 
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ference,  or  whether  the  General  Confer- 
ence may  be  prepared  to  move  further. 
Thimk  you 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  your 
time  is  up.  Thank  you  very  much.  Now 
we  are  on  the  motion  as  the  minority  re- 
port. I  only  have  several  points  of  order 
and  we'll  start  with  the  orange  card.  Go 
to  mike  8,  please. 

Well  are  you  serving  as  messenger  for 
someone  else.  Or  do  both  of  you  wish  to 
speak? 

DAVID  A.  BANKS  (North  Carolina): 
I  had  a  point  of  order  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Then  I  need  to 
hear  your  point  of  order.  Did  the  other 
delegate  have  the  point  of  order. 

BEVERLY  L.  WILKES  (IlUnois  Great 
Rivers):  Yes,  Bishop, 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Let  me  hear 
yours  first.  Since  you  are  last,  the  last 
shall  be  first. 

WILKES:  Bishop,  I  simply  would  re- 
quest rule  17.8  right  before  the  vote. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  are  in  or- 
der. 

WILKES:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You're  in  or- 
der, all  right.  Now  would  you  state 
your  point  of  order  in  mike  8  please. 

BANKS:  Yes,  Sir.  P.  1263,  rule  36,  sec- 
tion 3,  the  last  sentence  reads,  "In  clos- 
ing debate  of  the  minority  report  the 
member  presenting  the  minority  repwrt 
shall  speak  first  and  the  chairperson 
last."  We  have  not  heard  from  the  chair- 
person 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I  think  you 
have  been  helpful  to  us.  We'll  allow  the 
chairperson  to  speak. 

Faith  and  Order  Chairperson  Makes 
Closing  Arguement 

ROBERT  E.  HAYES  (Texas):  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  I  would  just  simply  hke  to 
say  to  this  General  Conference  that  the 
eyes  and  the  ears  of  the  entire  United 
Methodist  world  are  watching  and  lis- 
tening at  this  very  moment.  The  church 
is  waiting  to  see  and  waiting  to  hear  a 
very  clear  message  come  from  this 
place  today.  It  is  now  your  opfwrtunity 
to  send  that  message  back  to  the  people 
who  sent  us  here.  And  that  message  is 
to  declare  that  homosexuality  is  indeed 
incompatible  vkith  Christian  teaching 
but  that  God's  grace  is  available  to  all. 
This  paragraph  conforms  to  the  clear 
and  true  teaching  of  Scripture.  It  re- 
flects the  historic  tradition  of  the  Chris- 
tian church.  It  is  cor\sistent  with  the  true 


understanding  of  Christendom  around 
the  world  and  expresses  the  view  of  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  people 
called  United  Methodists  and  true  and 
faithful  Christians  throughout  the 
world.  We  realize  that  we  are  not  of  one 
mind  here,  and  if  we  prevail  in  retain- 
ing the  language  in  this  petition,  there 
will  be  no  celebration  or  rejoicing,  sim- 
ply because  we  agonize  and  we  strug- 
gle with  the  fact  that  we  have  brothers 
and  sisters  who  are  in  pain  over  this  is- 
sue and  the  stance  that  we  take.  How- 
ever, in  our  agony  and  in  our  pain,  we 
must  be  as  compassionate  as  we  can 
while  being  faithful  to  God's  Word.  In 
closing,  there  is  indeed  a  discipline  that 
is  higher  and  greater  than  the  one  that  is 
made  for  United  Methodists.  It  is  the 
Word  of  God  as  printed  in  the  holy 
scriptures  and  it  is  to  that  discipline  that 
we  must  be  faithful. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you. 

HAYES:  So  I  urge  you  to  defeat  the 
minority  report  this  morning. 

Compatibility  Language  Minority  Report 
Is  Defeated 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  May  we  be  in  a 
time  of  silent  prayer,  (prayer)  The  mi- 
nority report  is  before  you.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  The  minority 
report  is  defeated  [Yes,  585;  No,  376]. 
Now  we  are  on  the  main  motion,  or  the 
main  petition.  Calendar  Item  1372.  1 
think  we  are  ready  to  vote.  Well  there  is 
a  card  at  mike  5. 

TRAGI  WEST  (New  York):  Yes,  I  wish 
to  speak  against  the  main  motion. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  may. 

First  Speech  Against  Majority  Report  of 
Compatibility  Language 

WEST:  The  Word  of  God  says,  "Let  a 
woman  leam  in  silence  with  full  sub- 
mission. I  permit  no  woman  to  teach  or 
to  have  authority  over  a  man.  She  is  to 
keep  silent."  The  Word  of  God  says, 
"Slaves  obey  your  earthly  masters  with 
fear  and  trembling  in  singleness  of 
heart  as  you  obey  Christ."  The  Word  of 
God  rejjeatedly  says  that  women  must 
be  submissive.  Every  woman  here,  ev- 
ery woman  here,if  she  were  to  obey  the 
true  teachings  of  the  Word  of  God, 
would  be  silent.  Every  Black  person, 
every  African  here,  if  they  were  to  obey 
the  true  teachings  of  God  about  obey- 
ing our  masters  would  be  on  our  knees 
to  our  White  brothers  and  sisters  and 
saying  "Massa,  I  obey  you  as  I  would 
obey  Christ."  I  say  to  you,  church,  this  is 


our  opportunity  not  to  use  the  Bible  one 
more  time  as  a  club  to  beat  up  our 
brothers  and  sisters.  Admit  we  are  di- 
vided on  this  issue,  seize  this  opportu- 
nity to  step  into  the  grace  of  Gc«d  and 
embrace  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  for  all 
of  us.  Is  there  not  enough  hate,  enough 
war  in  your  countries,  is  there  not 
enough  prejudice,  is  there  not  enough 
use  of  the  Bible  to  discriminate  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation?  Let  us  say 
not  to  the  world  and  worry  about  the 
newspapers  but  worry  about,  the  out- 
casts. Worry  about  the  one  that  Jesus 
calls  us  to  worry  about:  the  oppressed .  I 
ask  you,  church,  seize  this  moment  and 
oppose  this  main  motion,  vote  no. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  you 
have  made  it.. now  let's  hold  our  ap- 
plause. Sisters  and  brothers,  we  are  in 
an  attitude  of  holy  conferencing.  I  had 
interrupted  delegate  June  Goldman 
previously  and  had  indicated  that  I 
would  return  to  her  for  her  to  complete. 
We'll  ask  you,  June,  to  sort  of  pick  up 
where  you  left  off  there  and  complete 
the  statement  that  you  were  wanting  to 
make.  You  were  in  the  midst  of  making 
a  statement  for  the  main  motion.  We 
have  had  a  speech  against  the  main  mo- 
tion. You  may  proceed. 

First  Speech  For 
Majority  Compatibility  Language  Report 

JUNE  GOLDMAN  (Iowa):  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  I  am  not  going  to  quote 
scripture,  but  out  of  love  I  would  just 
like  to  share  with  the  body  some  helf>- 
ful,  maybe  new,  irxformation.  On  De- 
cember 2,  1999,  the  American 
Association  of  Blood  Banks,  located  in 
Bethesda,  MD,  sent  a  bulletin  to  all 
blood  bank  institutions  across  the 
country.  And  it  is  a  listing  of  things  they 
must  ask  prospective  donors  in  order  to 
protect  those  who  would  be  recipients 
of  the  blood  from  those  blood  banks. 
And  one  of  those  criteria  says,  "Men 
who  have  had  sex  with  another  man 
even  one  time  since  1977  cannot  donate 
blood."  Now  1  speak  from  a  persjjective 
of  love.  Because  I  love  my  homosexual 
friends  who  are  with  me  around  my  ta- 
ble in  my  home  in  Iowa,  I  cannot  just  be 
silent,  but  to  warn  them  that  the  prac- 
tice of  homosexuality  can  be  very,  very 
damaging  to  them.  I  think  we  need  to 
focus  on  that  phrase.  It  is  not  that  we  are 
saying  that  homosexuals  are  incompat- 
ible with  Christian  teachmg  as  the  pre- 
vious sf>eaker  implied,  even  though  he 
may  not  have  intended  to  say  so.  But  it 
is  the  practice.  Please  if  we  see  a  person 
on  the  beach  wading  out  where  there  is 
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a  warning  that  there  is  a  dangerous  un- 
dertow, we  would  certainly  try,  in  love, 
try  to  warn  them  and  help  them.  And  I 
think  that  the  church  is  at  this  point  that 
because  we  are  .  .  . 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You'll  need  to 
sum  up. 

GOLDMAN:  Because  we  are  loving 
of  our  neighbors  and  those  who  are  our 
homosexual  brothers  and  sisters  we 
would  just  lift  up  this  medical  truth. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you  very  much.  There  is  a  green  card  I 
recognized  in,  will  you  go  to  mike  2 
please. 

ROGERSON  (South  Carolina):  I'm 
not  so  much  concerned  about  the  head- 
lines in  the  paper  tomorrow.  I'm  very 
concerned  about  the  headlines  in 
heaven.  And  I  would  like  to  say  that  I 
do  not  believe  the  decision  on  this  issue 
can  rest  in  the  hands  of  the  1/3  who 
may  be  undecided.  Someone  much 
wiser  than  me,  taught  me  that  as  I  be- 
came a  Christian  and  led  the  Christian 
life,  that  I  had  to  order  my  life  by  the 
book  that  you  and  I  call  the  Bible.  And 
this  man  also  taught  me  that  when  this 
Bible  needs  no  interpretation,  and 
when  it  is  clearly  understood,  that  I 
should  not  mess  with  it.  And  when  in- 
terpretation was  needed  that  I  should 
rely  on  the  Holy  Spirit  to  pour  himself 
out  and  through  me  from  the  pages  to 
me,  to  understand  that.  And  that  some- 
times the  word  of  God  tells  the  people 
of  God,  no. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  We  have  room 
for  one  speech  which  will  be  against  the 
main  motion.  I'm  going  to  go  to  the 
pink  card  near  Mike  5.  Someone  help  us 
out.  Yes,  thank  you,  that  is  the  delegate 
that  I  recognized.  You  may  go  to  Mike 
5. 

YUMBA  NUMBI  BISONGO  (North 
Katanga):  (speaking  in  French) 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  May  I  just  inter- 
rupt for  a  moment  to  be  clear  for  all  of 
us  that  you  are  speaking  against  the  cal- 
endar item. 

Call  For  Methodist  Holiness 

BISONGO:  I  would  like  to  say  one 
thing.  I'm  not  against  the  homosexual- 
ity, what  I  want  to  say  towards  serving 
what  is  going  on  here,  I  would  like  to 
say,  I  believe  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  to  keep  its  holiness.  I  would 
like  to  say  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  even  though  you  have  the  peo- 
ple who  are  the  minority,  who  are 
speaking  for  or  against  this  principle. 


The  United  Methodist  Church  has  to  go 
back  to  the  holiness  of  itself. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  I'm 
going  to  ask  the  delegate  to  abide  by 
our  rules.  And  that  is,  we  have  already 
had  two  speeches  in  favor  of  the  main 
motion.  If  I'm  understanding  the  tenor 
of  this  speech,  then  we'll  have  to  move 
now  to  a  person  who  wishes  to  speak 
against  the  main  motion  and  you  may 
state  your  point  of  order  by  going  to 
Mike  2. 

DEBORAH  PRITTS  (North  Central 
New  York):  It's  my  understanding  that 
there  were  two  delegates  who  wanted 
to  speak  previously  to  the  main  motion. 
Mrs.  Goldman  and  a  young  woman 
whose  name  I  didn't  catch.  You  asked 
both  to  be  seated  with  the  assurance 
that  you  would  recognize  both  when 
we  turned  to  a  debate  on  the  main  mo- 
tion. I  believe  Mrs.  Goldman  was  given 
that  opportunity  but  not  the  other 
young  woman  who  is  a  delegate  to  this 
also.  Could  you  check  on  that  please, 
sir.? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I  would  be  glad 
to  make  inquiry  of  that  and  ask  our  sec- 
retary if  there  is  a  record  of  such.  I  want 
to  continue  on  and  if  we  discern  such  in 
a  moment  we  will  ask  the  house  to  help 
us  work  through  this.  Is  there  a  person 
who  wishes  to  speak  against  the  main 
motion?  All  right,  we  have  a  card,  a  yel- 
low card,  all  the  way  in  the  back.  Yes, 
you're  standing  and  you  may  go  to 
Mike  8. 

DAWN  TAYLOR  (Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania): Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  all  right, 
you  were  the  person  originally  that  we 
had  talked  to,  and  I  recognized  another, 
but  I'm  going  to  ask  the  flexibility  of  the 
house  at  this  point.  Will  you  go  ahead  to 
speak,  and  we  will  see  if  this  is  going  to 
work.  Then  I  will  allow  three  speeches. 
1  know  this  is  outside  the  bounds  of  our 
rules  but,  I'm  trying  to  help  us  move 
out  of  where  we  are  without  spending  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  parliamentary.  We 
will  see  if  it  will  work,  all  right? 

TAYLOR:  Thank  you  very  much.  We 
are  a  church  of  differing  understand- 
ings, differing  perspectives  on  scrip- 
ture, differing  theological  beliefs.  I 
believe  we  are  all  seeking  to  follow 
God's  will  for  our  church.  We  all  want 
to  be  faithful  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  yet,  we 
do  not  agree  on  the  way  to  live  out  this 
faithfulness.  We  do  not  agree,  this  is  not 
news,  but  it  is  the  truth.  The  truth  is 
fearful  to  so  many,  but  in  love  there  is 
no  fear.  Please,  don't  dismember  the 


heterogeneous  body  of  Christ.  Please, 
don't  cut  off  the  branches.  Let  us  for 
once  speak  the  truth  of  who  we  are.  We, 
who  are  many  are  one  body.  Amen. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you.  The  person  at  mike  8  has  a  speech 
against  the  main  motion  and  I'm  going 
to  accord  that  privilege  by  your  permis- 
sion for  an  additional  person,  and  then 
we're  gong  to  proceed  to  vote.  You  may 
speak  at  mike  8,  you're  against  the 
main.  .I'm  sorry,  we  have  two  speeches 
against  the  main  motion,  I  have  mis- 
counted so  there  will  be  one  more  who 
can  speak  for.  If  you're  speaking 
against. 

Please  proceed. 

Cay  Delegate  Addresses  Proposed 
Compatibility  Language  Change 

MARK  A.  MILLER  (Northern  New 
Jersey):  I  was  in  the  Faith  and  Order 
Committee  and  I  believe  Phil 
Wogaman  spoke  about  me.. I  don't 
know  if  I  was  bom  that  way,  but  from 
an  awfully  early  age  I  knew  that  I  was 
gay.  And  I  have  been  in  this  church  all 
m.y  life.  My  grandfather  and  father  are 
Methodists  ministers.  My  cousin,  my 
sister  are  United  Methodists  ministers. 
My  annual  conference  that  elected  me 
knew  that  I  was  gay,  but  that's  not  the 
reason  they  elected  me.  They  elected 
me  because  I  was  a  child  of  God.  I 

I  find  myself  in  an  interesting  place 
because  I  want  to  be  in  this  church.  I 
don't  want  to  be  outside  of  it.  When  I 
meet  people  on  the  street  and  they 
might  find  out  about  my  sexual  orienta- 
tion, and  they  say,  "Oh,  that's  fine. 
Anything  goes  with  me."  I  say,  "Oh, 
that's  not  fine  with  me."  I  have  integrity  ^ 
in  my  life.  I  live  in  a  committed  relation- 
ship that  I  thank  God  for  every  day.  I  i 
am  surrounded  by  a  community  that 
calls  me  to  accountability  when  it  says, 
"Mark,  love  in  mutuality  with  respect, 
without  exploitation  or  abuse  or  vio- 
lence." I  become  increasingly  uncom- 
fortable when  the  majority  begins  to 
quote  Scripture  against  a  minority. 
There  are  a  handful  of  delegates  in  here 
who  might  be  gay  or  lesbian.  The  rest  of 
you  are  heterosexual  people  making 
decisions  about  us.  I  know  that  hearts 
can  change.  Many  people  in  here  use 
scripture  to  separate  the  races,  quoting 
the  book  of  Nehemiah.  We  learned  that 
we  can  live  together  and  not  worship 
separately  as  people  of  different  colors, 
but  we  came  together  over  that  issue. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  you'll 
need  to  conclude. 
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MILLER:  All  right.  All  you  people  in 
here,  including  myself,  we're  gonna 
press  buttons,  and  we  think  abstract 
thoughts,  but  1  would  urge  you  to  re- 
member that  this  is  my  life.  This  is  the 
lives  of  all  of  us. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Now 
I'm  going  to  rule  that  the  delegate  with 
whom  we  shared  conversation  and 
translation  a  moment  ago  was  sp>eaking 
for  the  main  motion.  There  have  been 
three  speeches  for,  three  speeches 
against.  We  are  ready  to  vote,  and  it  is 
now  before  us.  The  Calendar  Item  is 
1372.  It  is  the  main  motion.  It  is  the  re- 
pHjrt  of  the  committee.  We've  already 
heard  the  chair  of  the  committee.  Do 
you  wish  to  add  an  additional  word  to 
the  word  you've  already  shared? 

HAYES:  I'd  just  simply  request  that 
the  committee  uphold  the  recommen- 
dation. 

Conference  Uphold  Current  Language 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  I'm 
going  to  ask  us  to  be  in  just  a  moment  of 
silent  prayer.  At  the  ending  of  that  si- 
lent prayer  time,  we  shall  be  voting. 
May  we  pray. 

(Pause) 

Hear  our  prayer,  God;  help  us  all.  In 
Jesus'  name.  Amen. 

Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You  have  sustained  the  committee  by  a 
vote  of  [Yes,  628;  No,  337}. 

We  turn  to  the  committee,  now,  for 
the  next  calendar  item  that  they  will  be 
presenting  to  us.  We'll  ask  that  you 
guide  us  in  our  next  matter. 

HAYES:  I'm  going  to  ask  that  Eliza- 
beth Quick,  who  is  going  to  present  the 
Minority  Report,  come  forward,  and 
the  next  item  can  be  found  on  p.  2157  of 
the  DCA.  It  is  Calendar  Item  1373,  Peti- 
tion 30208.  Calendar  Item  1373.  It's  on 
p.  523  of  the  Advance  DCA,  page  523  of 
the  Af»Jnce;page2157of  the£X:/4.  Peti- 
tion 30208. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  you 
may  proceed. 

Petition  to  Retain  Language  Denying 
Ordination  to  Practicing  Homosexuals 

HAYES:  Bishop,  this  petition  deals 
with  keeping  the  language  excluding 
homosexuab  from  ordained  ministry, 
and  the  committee  recommends  con- 
currence, with  the  simple  rationale  that 
it  is  the  understanding  that  since  "ho- 
mosexuality    is     incompatible     with 


Christian  teaching",  that  they  not  be  al- 
lowed to  enter  ordained  ministry. 

Witnesses  Take  Places  Before  the  Platform 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  The  matter  is 
before  us.  One  moment,  please,  in  our 
Minority  Rep>ort,  prior  to  proceeding 
on.  TTnere  are  persons  who  are  gathered 
here,  some  of  whom  are  not  delegates. 
They  are  obviously  standing  in  our 
midst  to  make  a  witness,  and  we  re- 
ceive this  witness.  And  now  having  re- 
ceived this  witness,  we  would  ask  those 
of  you  who  are  not  delegates  to  move  to 
the  balcony  area,  which  is  reserved  for 
persons  who  are  not  delegates.  We 
would  appeal  to  you  at  this  time  to  as- 
sist us  to  not  only  honor  your  witness, 
but  to  maintain  the  decorum  of  this 
body.  I'm  going  to  ask  you  in  as  cordial 
and  as  sensitive  a  manner  as  I  know 
how  as  your  presiding  officer:  If  you  are 
not  a  delegate,  will  you  please  move  to 
the  sections  of  our  assembly  hall  that 
are  reserved  for  those  who  are  not  dele- 
gates. Yes,  just  a  moment  please.  If  you 
will,  hold  steady. 

(Long  Pause) 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  A  representa- 
tive of  the  group  that  is  making  its  wit- 
ness in  our  midst  ha5  requested  the 
opportunity  to  address,  for  two  min- 
utes, this  body.  I  cannot  give  that  with- 
out your  granting  it.  And  so  now  I  shall 
inquire,  would  you  be  willing  to  grant 
two  minutes  to  hear  from  a  spokesper- 
son of  the  group  that  is  making  this  vWt- 
ness?  If  you  would,  please  lift  your 
hand.  If  you  are  oppxjsed,  please  lift 
your  hand.  Permission  is  granted,  and 
you  may  speak. 

Witnesses  Make  Statement  to  Conference 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER  FROM 
THE  GROUP  MAKING  WITNESS:  I 
am  one  of  thousands  of  faithful  homo- 
sexual United  Methodist  Christians. 
Together  with  many  non-gay  allies,  we 
have  followed  procedures.  We  have 
tried  to  gain  voice  in  our  churches,  and 
once  again  we  have  been  dismissed. 

The  General  Conference  has  broken 
faith  with  gay  and  lesbian  United 
Methodists.  It  has  voided  its  own 
theme,  "We  Who  Are  Many  Are  One 
Body."  We  are  not  the  ones  breaking 
faith.  The  voting  body  has  tried  to  cut 
us  out.  Clergy  have  broken  faith,  not 
honoring  your  vow  to  be  in  ministry 
with  all  people.  Laity  have  broken  faith, 
putting  up  welcome  signs  for  your  own 
comfort  and  putting  up  walls  to  us. 
"^ou  have  treated  the  wounds  of  my 


people     carelessly,     crying,     'Peace, 
jjeace,'  when  there  is  no  peace." 

SECOND  UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER 
FROM  THE  SAME  GROUP:  And  so  in 
the  spirit  of  our  broken  peace,  my  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  we  ask  you  prayerfully  to 
declare  a  moratorium  for  four  years  on 
all  of  the  exclusions  in  Vte  Book  of  Disci- 
plme  on  homosexual  persons  fully  par- 
ticipating in  the  life  of  this  church.  And 
we  say  to  you  that  we  who  are  in  front 
shall  not  be  moved,  that  we  must  be 
moved  nonviolently  by  the  p>olice  if  in 
fact  this  moratorium  is  not  lifted.  So 
again,  brothers  and  sisters,  we  call  upon 
you,  prayerfully,  as  your  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ,  to  lift  the  exclusionary 
policies  of  this  United  Methodist 
Church  and  make  us  one. 

Presiding  Bishop  Requests 
Witnesses  to  Leave 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  my 
sisters  and  brothers,  you  have  been 
very  faithful  and  disciplined  in  staying 
within  your  time  limits,  and  1  am  most 
grateful  to  you,  and  I'm  sure  the  rest  of 
the  Conference  is  as  well.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  you  have  placed  a  request  be- 
fore us.  Such  request  will  have  to  be 
implemented,  if  in  fact  it  is  imple- 
mented, through  our  processes  of  de- 
liberation which  are  p>ertinent  to  our 
life  together  in  this  assembly.  However, 
we  cannot  proceed  to  implement  such  a 
request — or  any  other  request  or  con- 
cern that  may  be  on  our  agenda  that  is 
pressing  in  our  life  together  and  reflects 
voices  that  come  to  us  from  many  quar- 
ters— if  we  cannot  have  the  kind  of  or- 
der in  our  assembly  that  enables  us  to 
do  the  work  we  need  to  do  with  deco- 
rum and  with  dignity,  and  certainly,  al- 
ways, with  a  sense  of  deep  respect.  And 
so  I  am  appealing  to  you  again  now, 
will  you  please,  if  you  are  not  a  dele- 
gate, take  your  place  in  the  balconies  or 
in  places  in  the  convention  hall  that  are 
reserved  for  persons  who  are  not  dele- 
gates so  we  may  proceed  to  address  the 
very  matters  that  you've  raised,  if  that's 
the  will  of  this  body,  or  certainly  to  pro- 
ceed to  address  other  matters  that  are 
on  the  mind  of  this  General  Conference. 
Once  again,  I'm  asking  you  if  you  will 
respect  the  decorum  and  will  respect 
the  setting  we  are  in  and  allow  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  proceed  so  that  we 
may  do  our  work.  I  am  in  the  midst  of  a 
conversation  right  now,  my  brother, 
and  I'm  not  willing  to  recognize  a  fX)int 
of  order,  just  hold  steady.  Now  1  speak 
to  the  two  spokesp>ersons  who  have 
been  in  our  midst.  Will  your  group — 
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will  your  group  take  leave  so  we  can 
continue  our  business? 

All  right.  All  right.  All  right.  All  right, 
now,  let's  . .  .  let's  ask  you  . . .  let's  ask 
you,  my  sister,  to  please  take  your  place 
in  carehil  fashion,  now.  All  right.  Now 
I'm  going  to  turn  to  these  two 
spokespersons.  I  understand  that  there 


are  persons  who  are  making  their  exit  at 
this  time  from  our  floor,  and  will  you  al- 
low these  persons  to  continue  to  make 
their  way?  All  right,  these  persons  are 
leaving,  as  I  understand,  and ...  we  will 
ask  these  persons  to  continue  to  make 
their  way  from  the  Convention  Center. 
Will  you  please  continue  to  do  so?  I've 


been  advised  that  persons,  as  a  matter 
of  their  conviction  and  conscience,  are 
going  to  remain  here  to  invite  being  ar- 
rested. Therefore,  I  am  declaring,  as  of 
this  moment,  a  twenty-minute  recess 
and  a  request  that  delegates  vacate  the 
hall.  You  are  in  recess. 

(Continued  in  Next  Issue) 
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As  Clock  Ticks,  Delegates  Consider 
Budget,  Education,  Racism  Issues 


A  ticking  clock  would  have  been  a  good  symbol  Fri- 
day morning  for  the  United  Methodist  General  Confer- 
ence. 

As  the  final  day  of  the  10-day  quadrennial  session  be- 
gan, delegates  had  one  eye  on  the  long  day  of  business 
awaiting  them  and  the  other  eye  on  plane  tickets  in  antici- 
pation of  the  closing  worship  Friday  night.  Much  of  the 
afternoon  was  spent  on  the  denomination's  budget  for 
1-04. 

In  a  variety  of  other  calendar  items,  the  church's 

-year  tradition  of  supporting  schools  was  affirmed  "at 

a  time  when  public  education  has  become  a  political  bat- 
tleground." The  church,  delegates  said,  "has  a  moral  re- 
sponsibility to  strengthen,  support  and  reform  public 
schools." 

In  other  action,  the  conference  mandated  that  each  of 
church's  agencies  must  have  on  its  governing  board  at 
-t  one  member  from  among  the  three  historically  Afri- 
can-American Methodist  denominations.  The  additional 
members  will  have  voice  and  vote. 

Continuing  the  spirit  of  reconciliation  manifested 
early  in  the  session,  the  General  Conference  adopted  a 
stitutional  amendment  calling  for  commitment  to 
..wininating  racism  in  every  aspect  of  church  life.  The  pro- 
posal must  be  ratified  by  the  annual  conferences  to  be- 
come effective. 

Members  of  conference  boards  of  ordained  ministry 
^t  participate  in  intensive  training  to  help  develop 
iticultural  sensitivity  for  more  effective  recruitment 
id  support  of  United  Methodist  pastors.  Backers  of  the 
tion  said  communities  surrounding  United  Methodist 
lurches  are  becoming  more  racially  and  culturally  di- 

A  proposed  specialized  missionary  conference  for 

rangelicals  in  the  West  was  rejected  by  a  615  -  312  vote. 

lie  push  for  a  new  conference  came  from  the  Evangelical 

lewal  Fellowship,  a  conservative  group  in  the  Califor- 

-Nevada   Annual  Conference   whose  members   feel 

arginalized  and  want  to  split  from  the  conference 


Dcnirr  Area  Buhop  Mary  Ann  bu 


■ji  *:>"^  Friday  morrun^ 

.".1  •. i  P/ki/o  by  Pnu/  leffrry 


The  Judicial  Council  has  held  that  the  church's  con- 
stitution does  not  support  cripalion  of  a  lay  assistant  cate- 
gory of  ministry  under  •  of  a  bishop.  The 
issue  arose  from  the  Unu  -t  Rural  Fellowship 
as  a  solution  to  the  growing  need  for  ministerial  leader- 
ship in  small-membership  churches. 

After  a  dinner  break,  delegates  were  back  in  their 
places  to  complete  the  last  of  1 ,600  calendar  items.  Dallas 
Area  Bishop  William  B  Oden  con.  ■  t- 

ship  service    The  next  session  of  i  ce 

will  open  April  25  in  Pittsburgh. 

—Robert  Lear 
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Judicial  Council  Decision 


This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 


MEMORANDUM  NO.  891 

IN  RE:  Petition  from  the  2000  General  Conference 
Regarding  the  Constitutionality  of  Petition 
#30958-FA-823-D  Adopted  on  May  11,  2000  ,Which  Pro- 
vides that  the  Salary  of  a  Newly-Elected  Bishop  Begins 
at  the  Time  of  Consecration  as  a  Bishop. 

On  May  11,  2000,  a  delegate  from  the  North  Georgia 
Annual  Conference  moved  that  Petition  #30958-FA-823-D 
be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Council  to  determine  whether  it 
is  constitutional.  The  Judicial  Council  has  jurisdiction  un- 
der Par.  2609  of  the  1996  Discipline. 

The  question  of  when  the  salary  of  a  bishop  begins 
has  been  before  the  Judicial  Council  previously.  In  Deci- 
sion 781  the  Judicial  Council  stated: 

...  As  set  forth  in  the  1992  Discipline  Par. 
923,  bishops  are  paid  from  the  Episcopal  Fund, 
and  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration recommends  to  the  General  Con- 
ference the  budget  for  the  Episcopal  Fund.  In 
adopting  the  recommendation  of  the  General 


Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  the 
General  Conference  makes  "plans  for  their  sup- 
port" as  required  by  Pars.  15  and  25.  It  is  clearly 
the  responsibihty  of  the  General  Conference  to 
make  these  plans. . . . 

Decision  781  was  made  pursuant  to  the  1992  Disci- 
pline.  There  were  no  changes  in  the  relevant  paragraphs  in 
the  1996  Discipline  to  negate  Decision  781.  It  remains  the 
responsibility  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration to  recommend  the  budget  for  the  Episcopal 
Fund.  Further,  it  remains  the  responsibility  of  the  General 
Conference  to  adopt  a  plan  for  the  support  of  bishops. 

DIGEST 

Petition  #30958-FA-823-D  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  on  May  11, 2000,  is  constitutional  as  it  follows 
the  direction  of  Article  IV  of  the  Constitution,  Par.  15  of 
the  1996  Discipline,  that  the  General  Conference  adopt  a 
plan  for  the  support  of  the  bishops  of  the  church. 

May  12,  2000 

This  copy  subject  to  final  editing  and  correction. 
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An  Open  Letter  to  the  City  of  Cleveland 

To  all  the  waiters  and  food  service  personnel;  main- 
tenance engineers;  housekeepers  and  other  hotel 
personnel;  bus,  taxi  and  transit  drivers;  security  per- 
sonnel; clerks;  cashiers;  and  all  of  the  friendly  peo- 
ple who  have  assisted  United  Methodists  during  the 
two  weeks  of  its  General  Conference: 

Thank  you! 

We  appreciate  your  service,  the  long  hours  you 
have  worked,  the  kindness  you  have  shown.  We 
know  we  could  not  have  done  the  work  the  church 
has  charged  us  to  do  without  you.  May  God  bless 
you. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  General  Conference 
delegates,  representatives  and  friends 
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Central  Conferences,  U.  S.  Church 
Seek  Common  Ground 

One  of  the  United  Methodist  Church's  biggest  chal- 
lenges is  its  expansion  as  a  global  church. 

General  Conference  struggles  with  its  U.S.  roots  as  it 
seeks  to  define  its  global  identity.  Some  historians  have 
called  The  United  Methodist  Church  as  the  "most  Ameri- 
can" of  Protestant  churches. 

General  Conference  speaks  for  the  church  as  it  con- 
tinues to  reach  out  in  Jesus'  name.  One  of  its  most  effective 
outreach  efforts  is  the  ministry  of  the  Central  Conferences 
throughout  the  world.  While  Central  Conferences  have 
powerfully  changed  the  face  of  evangelism  in  the  Meth- 
odist movements  around  the  globe,  they  also  bring  chal- 
lenges that  come  with  any  worldwide  enterprise. 

Thursday's  debate  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality  is 
one  example  of  these  challenges.  When  a  delegate  from 
the  Congo  said  a  report  was  out  of  touch  with  the  church 
outside  the  United  States,  a  California-Nevada  delegate 
said,  "I  am  a  member  of  the  global  church,  too!" 

One  of  the  problems  "Aath  being  global  is  the  context 
of  the  definition.  "We  always  define  what  global  means 
on  our  (U.S.)  terms,"  said  Dr.  Robert  J.  Harman,  deputy 
general  secretary  for  Community  and  Institutional  Minis- 
tries, General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  R.  Jeremiah  Booker,  South  Central  Jurisdic- 
tion Communications,  said  the  challenge  of  defining  a 
global  church  lies  in  understanding  unique  cultures, 
economies,  histories,  processes,  and  politics.  "We  need  to 
let  the  Central  Conferences  develop  their  own  process 
and  journey  of  faith,"  he  said.  "If  we  can't  give  them  suffi- 
cient flexibility,  we  should  give  them  spiritual  and  ethical 
independence." 

Missouri  West  delegate  Margie  M.  Briggs  feels 
strongly  about  the  Central  Conferences,  "We  say  we  want 
them,  but  with  our  pocketbooks  and  actions  we  say  some- 
thing completely  different." 

Kalimba  Kilumba,  a  Texas  Conference  elder  who 
grew  up  in  the  Congo,  said,  "Central  Conferences  need  to 
have  the  authority  to  minister  locally."  He  sees  some  very 
different  issues  facing  Central  Conferences.  While  issues 
of  sexuality  often  predominate  in  the  United  States,  issues 
of  war  and  survival,  starvation,  and  basic  health  predomi- 
nate elsewhere  in  the  world. 

Harman  said  the  U.S.  church  lacks  knowledge  about 
Central  Conference  issues.  That  makes  the  Central  Con- 
ferences "vulnerable  to  political  manipulation  on  U.S.  is- 
sues and  church  politics,"  he  said. 

Providing  competent  access  to  language  resources 
and  translators  might  help  affirm  the  general  church's 
true  and  complete  respect  and  diversity.  "How  can  we  ex- 


pect people  to  vote  and  decide  on  that  which  they  cannot 
understand?"  Kilumba  said. 

"Faithfulness  to  the  gospel  is  the  better  way/'  Har- 
man concluded. 

— David  Persons 


AMAR  Coalition  Leaders  Say, 
'We're  Staying  In' 

In  a  press  conference  Friday,  leaders  of  the  coalition 
that  included  Affirmation,  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action,  the  Reconciling  Congregation  Program  and 
United  Methodists  of  Color  for  an  Inclusive  Church  said 
they  are  committed  to  remaining  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  work  for  change.  'The  church  can  pass  legisla- 
tion, but  it  cannot  enforce  unity,"  said  Randy  Miller,  an 
openly  gay  man  who  was  arrested  both  Wednesday  and 
Thursday.  "We  will  continue  to  step  outside  the  consen- 
sus." 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell  Jr.,  spokesperson  for 
United  Methodists  of  Color  for  an  Inclusive  Church,  said 
the  presence  of  people  of  color  in  the  actions  indicated 
"racial  ethnic  people  are  not  one-issue  people."  He  also 
noted  "the  greatest  sin  of  the  church  is  our  hypocrisy," 
saying  the  church  is  hypocritical  when  it  denies  it  has 
been  challenged  and  encouraged  by  gay  people.  Asked  if 
the  actions  of  Soulforce  Wednesday  were  the  precipitat- 
ing cause  of  the  actions  Thursday,  Caldwell  drew  a  paral- 
lel to  Rosa  Parks.  "She  knew  how  she  felt  the  day  she 
didn't  give  up  her  seat  on  the  bus.  It  didn't  take  Soulforce 
to  remind  me  of  my  feelings." 

The  witness  events  that  resulted  in  arrest  proved 
"business  as  usual  is  over,"  said  the  Rev.  Gregory  R.  Dell, 
spokesperson  for  In  All  Things  Charity.  "We  participated 
in  these  events,  not  out  of  political  arrogance,  but  because 
we  are  baptized  Christians."  He  described  the  Thursday 
votes  related  to  homosexuality  as  an  attempt  at  "denomi- 
national cleansing." 

The  leaders  agreed  the  future  depends  on  the  dual 
strategy  of  direct  action  and  legislation  "The  longest  trip 
we  must  take  is  from  the  head  to  to  the  heart,"  one  leader 
said. 

Twenty-nine  were  arrested  on  the  conference  floor, 
including  two  bishops  and  two  district  superintendents. 
One  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Janet  R.  EUinger,  Wisconsin 
Conference  delegate,  said  she  and  her  brother  John,  also  a 
district  superintendent,  joined  the  group  to  be  arrested 
spontaneously.  Asked  why  she  did,  she  responded,  "I  re- 
membered Maxie  Dunnam's  quote  at  the  end  of  Disciple 
III,  'If  the  church  is  not  a  home  for  everyone,  it  is  not  the 
church.'" 

— John  Thomhurg 


2358 


May  13,2000 


General  Conference  Inspires  Commitment 
to  Christian  Education 

Where  is  Christian  education  at  the  2000  General 
Conference?  I've  asked  that  question  for  the  past  two 
weeks.  Like  many  annual  conference  delegates  and  repre- 
sentatives, I  was  asked  to  track  General  Conference  ac- 
tions as  they  relate  to  a  particular  area  of  ministry;  mine 
was  Christian  education. 

The  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  (CEF)  devoted 
its  winter  edition  of  Christians  in  Education  to  "Con- 
sidering our  Roles  as  General  and  Jurisdictional  Confer- 
ence Delegates."  Joy  Carr,  director  of  Christian  education. 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  wrote:  "General  Confer- 
ence delegates  need  to  affirm  the  primary  task  of  the  con- 
gregation currently  reflected  in  The  Book  of  Discipline.  If 
Christian  education,  i.e.,  'transformation  and  the  develop- 
ment of  faithful  Christians'  is  the  congregation's  primary 
task,  should  it  not  be  reflected  in  the  work  of  General  Con- 
ference?" 

Looking  at  petitions  alone,  I  find  little  evidence  Gen- 
eral Conference  was  concerned  with  this  primary  task. 
Very  few  petitions  directly  addressed  Christian  educa- 
tion, and  most,  if  not  all,  were  put  on  the  consent  calendar. 

The  CPT  report  and  General  Conference's  subse- 
quent action  regarding  it  indirectly  deal  with  Christian 
education  because  of  its  interrelationship  implications  for 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  (GBOD),  annual  conferences,  and  local 
churches.  The  GBOD  report,  especially  its  response  to 
1996  General  Conference  referrals,  is  the  2000  General 
Conference's  best  indication  the  church  is  involved  in  ed- 
ucational ministry.  (See  the  Advance  Edition  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  Volume  1,  Section  1.) 

Has  the  2000  General  Conference  affirmed  this  pri- 
mary task?  As  with  most  issues,  opinions  will  vary.  When 
we  return  to  our  homes  and  congregations,  each  of  us  will 
have  stories  to  tell  of  many  kinds  of  experiences  and  min- 
istries. I  may  be  hard  pressed  to  find  specific  General  Con- 
ference references  to  Christian  education,  but  I  will 
reaffirm  my  own  commitment  to  it.  To  paraphrase 
Thomas  Groome,  "Christian  religious  education  may  not 
be  the  most  important  ministry  in  the  church,  but  it  is 
surely  second  to  none." 

— Patty  Meyers 


Thank  You 

The  marshals  and  pages  express  their  appreciation 
for  the  generous  offering  of  $14,133.91  given  by  visitors, 
delegates,  bishops,  staff  and  others  participating  in 
General  Conference  2000.  Each  volunteer  who  helped 
make  the  conference  possible  will  receive  about  $90. 
The  marshals  and  pages  thank  the  conference  by  say- 
ing, "It  has  been  a  pleasure  serving  you!" 


Anybody  Listenin'?... 

Wrapping  it  up...  some  final  reflections: 

1 .  General  Conference  2000  was  a  "conference  under 
stress"  in  several  ways  that  appeared  to  affect  our  sense 
of  hospitality  and  our  intentional  practice  to  include 
others.  The  inhospitable  facility,  delays,  and  reference 
problems  in  petition  processes  created  stress  and  a  sense 
of  urgency  in  legislative  committees  well  into  the 
second  week.  When  under  pressure  we  did  indeed 
forget  "our  manners"  with  our  leaders  and  each  other. 
Shouting  out,  interrupring  speakers,  speaking  without 
being  recognized,  and  rudely  challenging  presiders  were 
frequent  behaviors.  Hospitality  and  participation  can 
suffer  when  we  react  under  stress. 

2.  We  affirm  the  General  Conference's  action  to  provide 
language  translation  during  committee  and 
subcommittee  meetings.  We  also  affirm  the  GC's 
resolution  regarding  language  translation  of  the  DCA 
and  other  materials.  We  hope  that  the  plans  for  2004 
GC  will  give  adequate  attention  to  the  full  participation 
of  persons  with  disabilities. 

3.  Some  chairs  and  subcommittee  chairs  appeared  to 
have  a  difficult  time  knowing  and  facilitating  the 
process  and  rules  of  the  GC.  By  far  the  most  numerous 
and  blatant  examples  of  bias  and  unfair  treatment  were 
in  the  subcommittees,  the  most  "open"  place  for 
individual  participation.  Chairs  and  subgroup  chairs 
deserve  all  the  tools  and  support  we  can  provide  to 
strengthen  their  skills  as  chair.  We  suggest  that  training 
be  made  available  to  both  chairs  and  sub-committee 
chairs  during  future  General  Conferences. 

4.  Several  committee  chairs  made  use  of  altematives  to 
parliamentary  procedures.  During  "conferencing" 
(including  suspension  of  motions),  participation 
dramatically  increased;  and,  in  one  case,  to  100%  of 
those  present  in  the  legislative  committee!  We  affirm 
practices  of  "holy  conferencing"  in  order  to  include 
more  voices  and  encourage  a  combination  of 
conferencing  and  motion  making  processes. 

5.  We  encourage  the  Commission  on  General 
Conference  to  work  closely  with  the  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  and  the 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  to  provide 
support  and  monitoring  for  the  2004  General 
Conference. 

Thank  you  to  the  2000  General  Conference  delegates 
for  your  attentiveness  to  one  another  and  to  the  Holy 
Spirit  as  well  as  your  prayerful  consideration  of  this 
feedback  during  our  days  together. 

General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
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Nigeria  Conference  hn  .■.i.'.t  ^^frgy  delegates,  including  two  women — the 
only  ordained  women  elders  in  the  conference:  the  Rev.  Liatu  /.  Kane  and  the 
Rev  Salamatu  M.  Yaro  (shoxvn  above).        — UMNS  Photo  by  John  Goodwin 


Provisional  Liturgical  Texts 
Gain  Delegate  Approval 

General  Conference  delegates  approved  provisional 
liturgical  texts  for  services  to  commission,  consecrate  and 
ordain  persons  for  ministry.  The  texts  will  remain  provi- 
sional until  2004,  when  a  final  document  will  be  presented 
for  adoption. 

Services  for  the  ordination  of  deacons  and  elders  re- 
tain much  of  the  1992  version,  with  adaptations  to  accom- 
modate legislation  in  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline. 

New  services  are  the  "Order  for  Commissioning  Pro- 
bationary Members  for  Service,"  for  use  at  times  other 
than  consecration  and  ordination,  and  "A  Celebration  of 
Christ's  Ministry,"  which  focuses  on  the  ministry  of  all 
Christians  and  the  diversity  of  calls  and  gifts  for  ministry. 
The  celebration  is  flexible  and  adaptable  to  the  needs  of  an 
annual  conference. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  (GBOD)  pre- 

I  sented  the  revisions,  which  were  developed  by  a  working 

I  group  of  representatives  from  GBOD,  the  General  Board 

"f  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  (GBHEM)  and  the 

uncil  of  Bishops. 

The  Rev.  Jeffrey  E.  Greenway,  Western  Pennsylvania 
j  delegate,  chaired  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Disciple- 


ship. He  said  his  committee  recommended  the  services  to 
the  General  Conference  with  three  amendments. 

"We  reinstated  the  Trinitarian  language  in  the  prayer 
of  blessing;  reinstated  two  additional  questions  for  ordi- 
nation that  were  in  the  1992  service,  but  not  in  this  one; 
and  voted  not  to  mandate  the  use  of  a  particular  hymn  in 
the  services." 

To  develop  the  new  services,  the  working  group  met 
over  the  past  four  years  and: 

reviewed  sections  of  the  1996  Discipline,  the  orders 
for  consecration  and  ordination  in  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship,  and  the  proposed  revisions  from  the 
Committee  to  Study  Ministry  which  were  published  in 
the  1996  Daily  Christian  Advocate; 

identified  liturgical  resources  for  bishops  and  annual 
conferences;  and 

distributed  provisional  texts  for  use  by  1997  and  1998 
annual  conference  sessions  and  received  feedback. 

Thomas  Anderson  Langford  III  edited  the  text  for 
consistency  and  clarity. 

Members  of  the  working  group  developing  the  revi- 
sions included:  Daniel  T.  Benedict  Jr.,  convenor,  and 
Donna  Gaither  of  the  GBOD;  Jimmy  L.  Carr  and  John  E. 
Hamish  of  the  GBHEM;  and  Bishops  William  B.  Oden, 
Dallas  Area,  Roy  I.  Sano,  Los  Angeles  Area,  and  Ann  B. 
Sherer,  Missouri  Area. 

— Jackie  Campbell 


Subscribe  to  Newscope 

your  weekly  newsletter 
for  concise,  late-deadline  news 

50  issue  a  year 

periodical  class —  $20.50 

first  class  —  $25.95 

electronic  mail  —  $15 

To  order: 
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Delegates  Say  'No  Dice'  to  Gambling 

With  little  fanfare,  the  2000  General  Conference  held 
fast  to  the  denomination's  opposition  to  gambling. 

Delegates  expressed  concern  for  the  impact  of  gam- 
bling on  Native  American  communities. 

They  approved  a  petition  calling  on  the  church's  Na- 
tive American  Comprehensive  Plan  to  join  with  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Church  and  Society's  Native  American 
Economic  Development  and  Empowerment  Task  Force  to 
develop  "an  innovative  and  economically  strategic  report 
for  a  God-centered  alternative  to  gambling-centered  eco- 
nomic development  for  Native  American  communities." 
Recommendations  are  to  be  brought  back  to  the  2004  Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The  body  also  recommended  delegates  study  and 
share  with  constituents  the  National  Gambling  Impact 
Study  Commission  Report  compiled  by  a  task  force  of  the 
U.S.  Congress.  The  study  looks  at  the  legal,  social  and  eco- 
nomic impact  of  gambling  in  the  United  States  and  is 
available  on  the  Internet  at  www. ngisc.gov. 

In  a  move  to  reduce  duplication,  the  body  approved 
a  request  from  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
delete  from  the  Book  of  Resolutions  the  church's  stated  posi- 
tion on  gambling.  The  statement  remains  in  the  denomi- 
nation's Social  Principles. 

The  General  Conference  was  also  the  scene  of  an  ef- 
fort by  United  Methodists  to  speak  out  decisively  and 
firmly  in  opposition  to  the  expansion  of  gambling  in  Ohio 
pnd  other  states.  Reiterating  the  church's  stance  at  a  May  4 
press  conference  were  Chicago  Area  Bishop  C.  Joseph 
Sprague,  Mississippi  Area  Bishop  Marshall  L.  Meadors 
[fr.,  and  Tom  Grey,  executive  director.  National  Coalition 
Against  Legalized  Gambling.  The  Ohio  legislature  is  con- 
jsidering  options  for  shoring  up  sagging  profits  from  its 
(state  lottery  by  joining  a  multistate  lottery  game  or  reduc- 
ing the  profit  requirements  which  fund  Ohio  education  so 
he  lottery  can  offer  larger  prizes. 

—  Jane  Dennis 


PETS  Tracks  General  Conference  Actions 
on  the  Internet 

General  Conference  relies  on  the  Petition  Entry  and 
Tracking  System  (PETS)  that  follows  petitions  from  the 
time  the  Petitions  Secretary  receives  them  until  they  are 
accepted/rejected  or  revised  by  the  plenary. 

PETS  generated  the  hst  of  petition  numbers  to  calen- 
dar items  included  in  this  issue.  It  does  not  disappear  with 
the  end  of  the  conference.  Data  can  still  be  retrieved  by 
anyone  with  an  Internet  connection  at  the  Web  page 

http://www.gc2000.org/pets. 

At  that  site  you  will  find  petition  listings,  calendar 
listings  and  relationship  of  actions  to  the  1996  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Corrections 

The  article  "Alphabet  Soup:  NYMO  Becomes 
UMYO"  (p.  2283),  attributed  to  Kurt  Gwartney,  was 
written  by  Woody  Woodrick.  The  DCi4  regrets  the 
error. 

The  name  of  the  Rev.  F.  Belton  Joyner  Jr.,  North 
Carolina  was  misspelled.  The  DC  A  regrets  the  error. 

The  article  "Western  Jurisdiction  Loses  Repre- 
sentaHon"  (p.  2282)  states  "The  Western  Jurisdiction 
has  not  had  a  Judicial  Council  member  for  more 
than  30  years."  However,  James  M.  Dolliver,  a 
member  of  the  Washington  State  Supreme  Court, 
served  the  Judicial  Council  from  1984  to  1992.  The 
DCA  regrets  the  error. 

The  name  of  Djamba  Mumba  was  misspelled 
on  page  1747.  The  DCA  regrets  the  error. 


Anybody  Listenin'?... 

Plenary  Session  -  Thursday  afternoon: 

(Discussion  regarding  homosexuality) 
Female  participation  -  30%,  Male  participation .-  70% 
Lay  participation  -  41%,  Clergy  participation  -  59% 
(Anglo  Male  Clergy  participated  43%) 

Plenary  Session  -  Thursday  evening; 

Female  participation  -  31%,  Male  participation  -  69% 
Lay  participation  -  45%,  Clergy  participation  -  55% 
(Anglo  Male  Clergy  participated  36%) 

Plenary  Session  -  Friday  morning: 

Female  participation  -  30%,  Male  participation  -  70% 
Lay  participation  -  28%,  Clergy  participation  -  72% 
(Anglo  Male  Clergy  participated  36%) 

Reminder:  Females  are  32%  and  Laity  are  50%  of  the 
General  Conference. 

Over  the  last  10  days,  female  participation  in  plenary 
sessions  ranged  from  20%-32%  of  the  opportunities 
given  to  speak  on  the  floor.  This  depended  on  the 
efforts  of  the  chair,  the  subjects  being  discussed,  and  the 
pressure  applied  by  the  legislative  process  at  the  time. 
Intentional  interventions  by  chairs  and  bishops  to 
encourage  inclusive  participation  made  clear 
improvements  in  rates  of  participation. 

Information  provided  by  the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 's  Monitoring  Team 
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GCFA  Fulfills  Role  as  Servant  of  Church 


The  quadrennial  budget  de- 
veloped by  General  Conference 
delegates  is  "the  church's  mission 
statement,"  according  to  Sandra 
Kelley  Lackore,  general  secretary, 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA). 

Understanding  its  role — to  be 
a  servant  of  the  church — is  key  to 
the  GCFA's  success.  It  does  not  ad- 
vocate for  anything,  but  helps  to  in- 
terpret the  church's  mission 
through  financing  the  decisions 
made  by  General  Conference.  In  its 
servant  role,  the  GCFA  puts  to- 
gether a  team  of  staff  from  offices 
in  Evanston,  111.,  and  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  volunteers,  most  of 
whom  are  armual  conference  trea- 
surers, to  accomplish  that  mission. 


Together  they  help  prepare 
reports  presented  to  General  Con- 
ference, track  petitions,  prepare  spreadsheets,  monitor 
and  review  legislation  for  financial  implications  of  pro- 
posed petitions,  and  set  up  a  local  bank  account. 
Controller  Frank  Soo  Hoo  says  the  GCFA  tracks  general 
church  funds  and  makes  sure  financial  statements  are 
filed  according  to  General  Conference  and  Book  of  Disci- 
pline rules.  He  is  responsible  for  seven  different  audits,  in- 
cluding the  general  funds. 

The  Treasurer's  Office  assists  with  paying  delegate 
expenses.  In  the  past  two  weeks  they  wrote  more  than 


Pictured  (left  to  nghl)  are  CCFA  staff  Dennis  Belton,  director  of  mterruil  audit;  Sandra  Kelley  Lackore,  general 
secretary;  Frank  Soo  Hoo,  controller;  and  Brent  Smith,  Nashville  Service  Center  controller  arid  office  manager. 

— Dewayne  and  Ginnie  Lowther  Photo 


Prayer  Concern 

J.  B.  Gray,  22,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  who 
has  a  brain  tumor. 


All  in  the  Family 

The  Rev.  Byrd  Hillman  and  Sara  Hillman  (re- 
serve)— Mississippi  Conference  delegates — were  able  to 
sit  together  during  some  of  the  sessions. 


2,000  checks  for  delegate  travel  and  per  diems  amounting 
to  $1.5  million.  During  General  Conference,  staff  and  vol- 
unteers shared  office  responsibilities. 

Striving  to  be  a  good  steward  of  church  funds,  the 
GCFA  continues  its  work  on  Saturday.  While  most  dele- 
gates start  their  journeys  home,  GCFA  staff  will  have 
training  and  a  meeting  before  they  leave. 

— Patty  Meyers 


Agape  Children's  Choir 
Offers  Peace,  Reconciliation 

Through  a  ministry  of  the  arts,  the  Agape  Children's 
Choir  in  Pamu,  Estonia,  joins  Russian  and  Estonian  chil- 
dren for  peace  and  reconciliation.  Handbells  and  voices 
brought  forth  the  choir's  heartwarming  music  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving  during  the  May  11  morning  worship. 

This  program  is  one  component  of  the  Agape  Chris- 
tian Learning  Centre.  Ministering  to  90  students  who 
study  English  and  Estonian  languages,  music  and  reli- 
gion, the  center  is  located  in  an  area  that,  until  several 
years  ago,  was  unchurched  and  exp>eriencing  tensions  be- 
tween Russians  and  Estonians. 

Today — through  this  dynamic  program — young 
people  are  educated  as  their  faith  is  strengthened.  Helvi 
Treiblut  is  the  center's  director.  This  effort  is  one  of  the  pi- 
lot projects  sponsored  by  the  Shared  Mission  Focus  on 
Young  People  (Advance  No.  194790-2). 

— Linda  Bales,  director,  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young  People 
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Additions  to  Report  No.  17  (Page  2295) 
RESPONSE  TO  REFERRALS  FROM  THE  2000  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 


21.  Raise  Money  For  Russia  Seminary  And  Church  Growth  (Calendar  No.  916,  page 
2068;  Petition  No.  30097-FA — NonDisc-0$,  page  453)  The  petition  requested  funding  in 
the  amount  of  $21,000,000;  $10,500,000  in  apportioned  funds  and  $10,500,000  as  a 
General  Advance  Special.  The  Legislative  Committee  recommended  non-concurrence. 
This  was  reported  to  General  Conference  and  amended  to  request  approval  of 
$10,000,000  General  Advance  Special  and  $2,000,000  in  apportionments.  The  General 
Conference  adopted  this  amendment  and  referred  it  to  GCFA. 

GCFA  recommends  that  a  $12,000,000  goal  be  set  for  a  General  Advance  Special. 


22.  Continue  Restorative  Justice  Ministries  (Calendar  No.  1196,  page  2093,  Petition 
30870-GM-NonDis-0$,  page  899)  The  petition  requested  $800,000  be  included  in  the 
General  Funds  apportionment  for  the  next  quadrermium.  The  Legislative  Committee 
concurred  with  the  petition,  and  their  report  was  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  and 
referred  to  GCFA,  May  1 1,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  this  be  referred  to  GBGM  for  funding  within  the  amount 
established  in  revised  World  Service  Fund  Report  No.  1 


23.  Resolution:  Translation  And  Distribution  Of  Materials  For  Delegates  Of  The 
Central  Conferences,  (page  2118) 

This  resolution  requesting  GCFA  make  $700,000  of  funding  available  was  presented  to 
the  General  Conference,  adopted  and  referred  to  GCFA  on  May  1 1,  2000. 

GCFA  recommends  that  an  additional  $700,000  be  added  to  General  Conference 
line  item  in  the  revised  General  Administration  Fund  Budget  Report  No.  6.  This 
would  amend  the  revised  report  on  page  2291  in  the  following  manner. 


2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

General  Conference 

843,000 

1,210,000 

1,210,000 

1,220,000 

1,234,000 

Additional 

Interpreters 

145,000 

145,000 

145,000 

145,000 

Change  in  formula 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

15,000 

Translation  of 

materials 

0 

100,000 

400,000 

200,000 

Total 

843,000 

1,370,000 

1,470,000 

1,780,000 

1,594,000 

Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No  11 ^ 2363 

Revised  Summary  of  Recommendations,  2001-2004 

4  times 

Comparable 
[  Total,  2000  Percent 

I  Eujld  ISSil  2Sm  laSa  IQQA  2001-2004       Apportionment    QLUa 

World  Service  $68,829,000     $69,133,000    $69,375,000     $71,052,000     $278,389,000     $257,999,333         7.9% 

Percent  Change  6.7%  0.4%  0.4%  2.4% 

Ministerial  Education  28,001,000        28,001,000         28,281,000         28,847,000       113.130,000         109,768,000         3.1% 

Percent  Change  2.0%  0.0%  1.0%  2.0% 

Black  College  11,170,000         11,170,000         11,281,000         11,507,000         45,128,000  43,520.000         3.7% 

g  Percent  Change  2.7%  0.0%  1.0%  2.0% 

Africa  University  2,500.000  2.500.000  2,525,000  2.575.000         10,100,000  9,696,000         4.2% 

Percent  Change  3.1%  0.0%  1.0%  2.0% 

Episcopal  16,000,000         16,000,000         16,450.000         16.955,000         65,405,000  63,832,000         2.5% 

Percent  Change  0.3%  0.0%  2.8%  3.1% 

General  Administration  5,558,000  5,927,000  6.561.000  6.769,000         24.815,000  21,364,874        16.1% 

Percent  Change  4.1%  6.6%  10.7%  3.2% 

Interdenominational  2,199,000  2,130,000  2,232,000  2,163,000  8.724,000  8,376,000         4.2% 

Cooperation  5.0%  ■3.1%  4.8%  -3.1% 

Percent  Change 

TOTALS  $134,257,000     $134,861,000     $136,705,000     $139,868,000     $545,691,000     $  514.556.207         6.1% 

Percent  Change  4.4%  0.4%  1.4%  2.3% 

Quadrennial  Comparisons: 

The  table  on  page  324  of  the  Advance  Daily  Christian  Advocate  summarizes  certain  changes  in  GCFA's  budget 
recommendations  which  affect  comparisons  between  the  actual  budgets  in  effect  during  the  1997-2000  quadrennium 
and  those  recommended  for  2001-2004.  The  percentage  comparisons  on  this  page  are  in  relation  to  the  final  two 
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Sermon  by  Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson, 

Resident  Bishop,  Denver  Area 

Text:  Matthew  10:34-39 

May  12,  2000 


Was  it  only  two  weeks  ago  when  we  first  came  to- 
gether? If  Bishop  Kenneth  Goodson  were  here  with  us 
today,  he  would  say  to  us,  "I  can't  remember  when  we 
didn't  live  in  Cleveland." 

Tuesday  before  last,  we  gathered  with  dancers  and 
banners  and  African  drums  in  processional.  Bishop 
Bob  Morgan  invited  us  to  he  table.  He  reminded  us  that 
Jesus  sets  the  table.  He  reminded  us  that  Jesus  sets  the 
table  for  us.  That  Jesus  is  the  host. 

And  now  today  the  one  who  sets  the  table  sends  us 
out  to  the  world  and  sets  us  against,  with  words  like,  "I 
have  come  to  set  a  man  against  his  father,  a  daughter 
against  her  mother,  a  daughter-in-law  against  her 
mother-in-law." 

Just  a  week  ago  this  morning.  Bishop  Janice  Huie 
stood  before  us,  reminding  us  that  Jesus  is  the  vine  and 
we  are  the  branches.  "Remain  in  me  and  I  in  you." 
Branches  don't  cut  off  other  branches.  She  lifted  for  us 
a  vision,  a  vision  of  us  as  branches  of  the  vine.  Resilient 
in  nature,  staying  connected  in  love,  cleansed  from  rac- 
ism and  violence  and  producing  fruit  that  tastes  good. 

From  vine  and  branches  to  sword,  the  same  Jesus 
who  said,  "1  am  the  vine  and  you  are  the  branches," 
also  said,  "Do  not  think  that  I  come  to  bring  peace,  I 
come  to  bring  a  sword." 

How  do  we  understand  those  words?  It's  a  trou- 
blesome passage  for  me,  it's  a  troublesome  at  anytime 
when  1  read  it,  but  especially  today.  The  sword  is  an 
image  of  war,  it  speaks  violence.  All  of  those  Old  Testa- 
ment stories  of  Joshua  and  fighting,  passage  after  pas- 
sage reporting,  "He  struck  with  the  sword.  He  struck 
with  the  sword.  He  struck  with  the  sword." 

I  would  rather  sing  a  song  from  a  different  text. 
"And  everyone  'neath  the  vine  and  fig  tree,  shall  live  in 
peace  and  unafraid;  and  into  plowshares  turn  their 
swords,  nations  shall  learn  war  no  more." 

If  I  have  to  deal  with  the  sword,  I  want  to  turn  it 
into  a  plowshare.  I  don't  want  to  consider  the  sharp- 
ness, the  cutting,  the  division  and  separation.  And  yet 
there  it  is,  and  if  I'm  going  to  learn  from  Jesus,  I  must 
deal  with  this  text. 

Now  1  rest  assured  because  I  think  that  in  fact  Je- 
sus' use  of  the  image  is  as  an  image,  not  literal.  He  says 
clearly  (and  under  extreme  pressure  in  the  garden  of 


Gethsemane),  "Put  away  your  sword,  those  who  live 
by  the  sword  will  die  by  the  sword." 

And  yet,  even  witout  a  Uteral  image,  it  is  still  a  dif- 
ficult picture:  father  separated  from  son,  daughter  sep- 
arated from  mother.  Surely  we  know  that  the  words  do 
reflect  how,  when  they  were  choosing  to  follow  Jesus 
in  that  time  in  history,  it  would  be  a  separating  from  all 
they  had  known  before.  When  Jesus  said,  "Come,  fol- 
low me,"  those  first  diciples  left  family,  left  home,  left 
work,  left  everything  behind.  Cut  themselves  off  from 
everything  to  follow  Jesus. 

And  then  Jesus  sent  them  out.  He  sent  them  to  vil- 
lages and  to  preach  and  he  counselled  them  that  if  they 
were  rejected  in  the  villages  where  they  went,  to  let  go 
and  leave  and  shake  the  dust  off  of  their  sandals.  Jesus 
preaches  a  radical  gospel,  inspiring  and  frightening. 

And  the  sharp  words  that  are  there  in  that  10"^ 
chapter  of  Matthew  are  echoed  just  two  chapters  later, 
when  some  of  the  disciples  come  to  Jesus  and  they  say, 
"Your  mother  is  here  to  see  you."  And  Jesus  responds 
to  them  by  asking,  "Who  is  my  mother,  who  are  my 
brothers?  Those  who  do  the  will  of  God  are  my  mother 
and  my  sister  and  my  father  and  my  brother."  Jesus 
himself  must  have  dealt  with  the  personal  separation 
from  family  in  order  to  stay  focused  on  his  mission. 

The  image  of  the  sword  is  divisive — and  decisive. 
It  cuts  through  with  a  clear  identity.  It's  about  purpose. 
It's  about  allegiance.  Jesus  set  his  face  to  Jerusalem.  He 
cleaned  out  the  temple.  He  kicked  over  the  tables.  He 
threw  out  the  moneychangers.  He  said,  "Those  who 
are  not  for  me  are  against  me."  He  was  on  the  edge,  the 
edge  of  a  new  thing  that  God  would  do  in  the  world 
through  him. 

Now  this  idea  of  sword  as  edge,  that  cleaves  be- 
tween what  has  been  and  what  is  becoming,  that's  an 
image  of  swords  that  captures  my  attention.  It's  an  im- 
age of  sword  I  can  understand.  When  we  say  we  are 
bom  again,  aren't  we  described  in  the  distinct  differ- 
ence between  our  life  before  and  after  knowing  Christ? 
Isn't  that  what  Nicodemus  struggled  with  in  his  con- 
versation with  Jesus,  as  he  was  drawn  closer  to  the 
edge  of  transformation? 

Now  in  small  ways  I've  known  those  personal  cut- 
ting edge  moments  in  my  life.  There  was  that  evening 
Camp  Wesley  Pines  in  Gallman,  Mississippi,  when  I 
was  14  years  old  and  I  looked  at  the  stars  and  I  wept 
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and  I  knew  I'd  follow  Jesus  wherever  he  led,  for  the  rest 
of  my  life. 

There  was  the  day  1  left  my  childhood  home  in 
Mississippi  to  drive  west  with  a  new  husband  and  a 
new  life  in  the  unknown.  There  was  the  day  1  walked 
through  the  door  of  the  episcopacy. 

And  then  there  was  a  sunny  afternoon  on  the  Ore- 
gon coast  when  my  husband  and  1  were  riding  our  tan- 
dem bicycle.  And  we  had  just  crested  a  hill  and  we 
looked  out  at  the  ocean  on  the  right  of  us  and  were  be- 
ginning to  start  down  the  hill.  And  1  looked  back  and  I 
saw  a  huge  truck  with  a  sign  that  said  "Wide  Load." 
And  the  truck  was  pulling  half  a  house.  The  bicycle  be- 
gan going  faster  and  faster  down  the  hill.  I  looked  over; 
there  was  no  shoulder,  no  edge,  nowhere  to  go,  and  the 
speedometer  was  reading  57  miles  an  hour!  Finally,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hill,  after  being  literally  on  the  edge, 
literally  and  emotionally  and  physically  on  the  edge, 
we  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill.  There  was  a  little 
pull-out.  We  pulled  over  beside  the  ocean,  stopped, 
watched  the  truck  go  by,  and  I  sighed  "L'Chayim!  To 
life!" 

Cutting-edge  moments,  like  a  sword,  separating 
us  from  what  was  and  opening  the  door  to  what  will 
be.  When  Jesus  says,  "1  come  not  to  bring  peace,  but  a 
sword,"  he's  saying,  "I'm  coming  to  shce  into  time  like 
a  thief  in  the  night."  It's  a  moment  for  us  when  God's 
kairos  cuts  into  our  chronos.  The  old  passes  away.  The 
new  begins. 

Now  during  this  General  Conference  we  have 
tried  to  open  ourselves  to  the  spirit  of  God's  kairos.  We 
have  sought  to  cut  ourselves  free  from  traditions  that 
no  longer  serve  the  church,  from  slavery  and  racism 
and  prejudice  and  oppression  and  violence.  Cut  free: 
and  now  sent  and  set  against.  "I  have  come  not  to  bring 
peace,  but  a  sword." 

If  you  and  I  are  to  be  disciples  of  this  Jesus,  then  we 
must  find  a  way  to  live  faithfully  on  that  edge.  It  is  an 
edge  defined  more  by  questions  than  answers.  Ques- 
tions with  roots  that  go  back  to  Jesus,  especially  that 
sword-like  question,  "Who  do  you  say  that  1  am?" 
How  do  we  respond  to  that  question  in  our  time? 

On  the  edge  between  now  and  the  future,  the  fu- 
ture remains  a  mystery.  What  we  do  know  is  that  our 
time  is  marked  by  so  much  rapid  change,  so  many  pos- 
sibilities, and  we're  thrust  into  the  future  before  we 
even  know  what  to  do. 

Into  that  time  of  uncertainty  Jesus  brings  the 
sword.  Author  Michael  Useem  says,  "When  the  future 
is  least  clear,  leadership  is  most  needed  and  will  make 
the  greatest  difference."  Let  me  say  it  one  more  time. 
"When  the  future  is  least  clear,  leadership  is  most 
needed  and  will  make  the  greatest  difference."  The 
sword  of  Christ  is  also  a  sword  of  leadership;  leader- 


ship within  the  church,  and  leadership  by  the  church  in 
the  world. 

Leaders  use  these  questions  to  move  from  the  un- 
certain present  to  God's  clearer  future,  from  where  we 
are  to  where  God  is  calling  us.  It  means  we've  got  to 
know  first  where  we  are,  who  we  are,  to  find  and  to 
claim  our  identity  as  disciples. 

1  believe  God  is  calling  us  to  the  edge,  a  cutting 
edge  where  we  can  see  our  purpose  clearly.  1  think  loo 
often  we're  pulled  away  from  the  edge  by  the  complex- 
ity and  the  confusion  of  our  world,  by  the  values  and 
the  practices  of  our  world. 

1  think  you  and  I  even  today  need  to  find  vrtthin  us 
the  leadership  to  see  what  is  central  to  who  we  are  as 
disciples,  to  see  the  core  of  our  identity.  And  then  we 
need  to  separate  that  core  of  our  identity  from  what 
may  be  part  of  our  purpose,  what  may  be  helpful  to  our 
purpose,  but  what  is  not  really  central  to  our  purpose 
as  disciples. 

So,  what  is  central?  Where  do  we  bring  the  point  of 
the  sword  of  leadership  to  bear,  both  inside  the  church 
and  in  the  world?  Last  year  I  told  my  annual  confer- 
ences that  we're  not  here  for  each  other.  The  point  of 
the  conference,  1  believe,  is  not  to  serve  the  local 
churches.  And  the  local  church  does  not  exist  for  its 
members. 

Whether  we  are  the  body  of  Christ  called  to  serve 
those  who  are  beyond  our  doors,  on  the  streets,  in  our 
neighborhoods,  around  the  world.  Every  one  of  us 
here,  every  one  of  us  here,  is  here  for  the  least,  for  the 
last,  for  the  marginalized.  The  center  of  who  we  are  are 
all  of  those  who  are  outside  the  center.  The  edge  is  the 
core  of  our  purpose. 

Oh,  but  how  we  wander  from  that  center.  Oh,  but 
how  often  we  abandon  the  core  of  our  mission  to  pur- 
sue other  ends. 

You  know,  as  a  bishop  I  work  day  by  day  at  the 
center  of  the  denomination,  and  like  some  of  my  col- 
leagues, 1  become  frustrated  with  the  abundance  of  the 
institutional  matters  that  abound  among  us.  Those  in- 
stitutional matters  constantly  try  to  pull  me  off-center, 
powerfully  vie  for  my  attention.  "Those  of  you  who 
know  me  know  that's  my  greatest  struggle. 

That  is  why  I  made  a  promise  this  year.  I  made  a 
promise  that  this  year  I  was  going  to  spend  a  1,000 
hours — now  you  count  it  up,  that's  20  hours  a 
week — 1,000  hours  in  direct,  hands-on  service  to  the 
poor,  the  hungry,  to  children,  to  those  in  prison,  to  ref- 
ugees. I  wanted  to  go  directly,  myself,  to  the  edge. 

And  so  this  year  I've  spent  nights  (Ap- 
plause)— Thank  you — I've  been  spendmg  nights  with 
homeless  families.  I  go  and  I  play  with  the  children 
while  the  parents  try  to  make  lunches  in  a  church 
kitchen  for  the  next  day.  1  go  down  to  the  shelters  and  I 
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help  serve  the  meals  at  the  shelters.  I  serve  food  in  soup 
kitchens  and  at  community  meals  that  our  churches 
host.  I've  gone  into  the  prisons  and  I've  visited  at  the 
prisons  and  I've  gone  to  the  youth  faciUties.  I  wrent  w^ith 
one  fellow  from  our  conference — one  of  the  lay  mem- 
bers of  one  of  our  churches — to  a  prison  where  he  has 
worked  for  40  years.  And  he  is  about  to  retire  this  year, 
and  he  said  to  me  as  we  were  driving  out  to  the  prison, 
"You  know,  I  never  thought  I  would  be  in  a  growth  in- 
dustry!" I've  gone  to  all  of  these  places  on  the  edge,  and 
I've  seen  so  many  homeless  children  in  our  communi- 
ties. 

And  in  those  1,000  hours,  I've  tried  to  use  the  posi- 
tion of  leadership  to  make  visible  the  need  for  us  to 
move  the  center  to  the  edge,  and  the  edge  to  the  center. 
(Applause)  Doing  this  has  helped  me  focus  and  stay 
centered  myself  on  who  I  am  as  a  disciple  of  Jesus. 

And  I  find  myself  more  than  ever  leaning  out  to- 
wards the  edge — just  like  I  did  unintentionally  on  my 
bicycle — leaning  out  towards  the  edge,  passionately 
on  the  point  of  a  sword.  And  even  as  I  prepared  to 
come  here  to  Cleveland,  I  found  myself  again  drawn 
back  into  the  busy-ness  that  all  of  us  have  shared  before 
coming.  But  the  sword  of  Jesus  came  to  me  just  before  I 
got  on  the  plane. 

Our  Council  Director  had  sent  out  an  e-mail  to 
people — to  all  of  the  people  on  the  conference  maihng 
list — and  he  had  asked  them,  "If  you  were  going  to 
Cleveland  as  an  investigative  reporter,  what  would 
you  look  for  when  you  got  there?  What  would  you 
want  to  know?"  Now,  I  was  amazed  to  discover  all  of 
the  replies  that  came  to  him.  He  received  over  6  pages 
of  single-spaced,  10-point  typed  responses. 

Now  some  of  those  replies  were  predictable  and 
political.  Some  were  issue-oriented.  Some  spoke  out  of 
concern  for  our  Wesleyan  heritage.  And,  of  course,  one 
person  wanted  to  know  about  changing  the  rule  about 
the  retirement  at  age  70! 

And  many  were  interested  in  the  debates  on  ho- 
mosexuality and  the  possibility  of:  Would  there  be  a 
church  split?  And  one  person  even  questioned 
whether  a  good  reporter  would  bother  with  a  church 
meeting  of  any  kind. 

Well,  more  than  a  few  times  as  I  have  sat  up  here 
among  you  during  these  past  weeks,  and  even  in  the 
last  24  hours,  I've  asked  some  of  those  questions  my- 
self. Why  are  we  here?  What  are  we  doing?  How  will 
we  be  different  when  we  go  home?  How  will  the  world 
be  different  because  we  have  spent  these  two  weeks  to- 
gether? 

The  answer,  I  think,  is  in  one  of  the  e-mail  re- 
sponses that  came,  and  it's  the  kind  of  an  answer  that  I 
learned  when  I  was  sleeping  with  the  homeless  fami- 
lies. One  of  the  retired  pastors  in  Wyoming  e-mailed  to 
sav,  "Here's  what  I  would  want  to  know.  Do  the  blind 


see?  Do  the  lame  walk?  Do  the  poor  have  the  gospel 
preached  to  them?" 

That's  the  sword.  That's  the  sword  in  my  heart. 
Can  you  feel  that  kairos,  that  timelessness  that  cuts 
through  petitions  and  procedures  and  wrestling  over 
issues,  that  cuts  to  the  core  of  our  identity,  the  center  of 
our  mission? 

Our  identity  is  Christ's  mission  in  the  world,  not  in 
any  name  that  we've  put  on  ourselves  or  on  one  an- 
other. It  is  that  purpose  that  binds  us,  that  names  us, 
nothing  else.  No  matter  what  our  words  have  been,  no 
matter  how  many  votes  we  have  taken,  if  the  world  is 
not  different  because  you  and  I  have  come  here,  then 
it's  because  you  and  I  have  put  something  other  than 
Christ  at  the  center  of  our  lives. 

Jesus  comes  with  a  sword.  The  sword  cuts  to  pur- 
pose, to  results.  And  I  believe  that  Jesus  is  extremely 
impatient  for  the  results.  He  is  impatient  for  the  results 
because  he  is  passionate  about  people.  It  is  a  divine, 
consuming  love  that  cuts  to  the  results.  It's  that  impa- 
tience that  shows  when  he  says,  "Those  who  put  their 
hand  to  the  plow  and  look  back  aren't  fit  for  the  king- 
dom." It's  that  awareness  he  has  that  when  we  look 
away  from  our  purpose,  we  are  lost.  And  he  says,  "Let 
the  dead  bury  the  dead."  It  is  a  radical  leadership  that 
God  calls  us  to  within  the  church  and  in  the  world. 

And  still  I  wrestle  with  the  sword.  We  have  experi- 
enced the  sword  of  separation,  even  divisiveness.  It's 
been  painful.  Can  a  difficult  text  like  this  give  us  a  mes- 
sage of  healing,  of  grace? 

It's  helped  me  to  think  about  the  fact  that  in  those 
days  when  they  really  carried  swords,  that  the  sword 
was  common — not  just  as  a  weapon,  but  also  as  an  in- 
strument, as  a  tool  to  cut  firewood  for  cooking  or  to 
chop  food  or  to  help  roast  something  over  the  fire  like  a 
shishkebob.  It  was  handy  for  clearing  the  brush  for  a 
resting  place.  In  other  words,  the  sword  was  really  just 
like  a  big  Swiss  army  knife! 

And  that's  to  say,  it  is  always  two-edged.  The 
edges  can  cut  and  separate,  and  create  an  open- 
ing— perhaps  an  opening  for  a  new  path  not  yet  taken, 
an  opening  to  what  is  beyond  the  edge,  on  the  other 
side. 

You  know,  even  more,  Jesus  says  he  brings  a 
sword,  but  perhaps  Jesus  himself  might  be  a  sword, 
cutting  us  free  from  the  past,  from  our  weaknesses,  our 
errors,  opening  us  to  a  new  future,  reborn.  Jesus  is  call- 
ing us  to  himself,  to  the  edge  of  transformation,  invit- 
ing us  to  enter  into  a  new  reality  that  God  is  creating. 

The  sword  of  Christ  is  a  sword  that  brings  change: 
personally,  to  the  church,  and  to  the  world. 
Kierkegaard  said:  "From  the  very  beginning,  the  pur- 
pose of  Christianity  was  to  change  the  world."  Isn't 
that  what  you  and  I  are  called  to  and  sent  for? 
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And  if  we  do  it,  it  will  disturb  us  and  our  world.  If 
the  sword  is  ultimately  a  sword  of  change,  can  we  be  at 
peace?lf  we  follow  thisjesus,  can  we  carry  this  sword? 

And  when  we  do  it,  it  will  set  us  against  the  powers 
and  the  principalities  of  our  world.  It  will  separate  us 
from  the  status  quo — both  inside  the  church  and  be- 
yond. 

It  will  create  for  us  a  passion  for  results,  a  passion 
for  results  over  rules.  It  will  pull  us  out  on  the  edge 


where  God  is  doing  a  new  thing  every  day  to  fulfill  the 
divine  yearning  for  kin-dom. 

Jesus  said,  "I  come  not  to  bring  peace,  but  a 
sword."  Go  then,  with  the  sword  of  clarity,  purpose, 
leadership,  change,  and  grace. 

L'Chayim!  To  life! 
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{Continued  from  page  2354) 

{After  Recess) 

(Music) 

{Song,  Prayer,  and  Hand-holding) 

BISHOP  DAN  E.  SOLOMON:  Thank 
you.  Even  as  the  singing  is  continuing, 
I'm  asking  the  Conference  to  recon- 
vene. Will  the  delegates  please  take 
their  places?  Will  you  take  your  places 
even  as  we're  singing?  It  is  important 
that  we  reassemble  so  we  may  continue 
our  work  this  morning.  Delegates,  will 
you  please  come  quickly  to  your 
places?  Will  those  who  are  in  the  hall- 
ways advise  those  who  are  outside  this 
hall  or  the  floor  area  that  we  are  begin- 
ning? Will  you  please  come  quickly 
into  our  plenary  session?  The  plenary 
session  is  now  underway.  Please  come 
and  take  your  places  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible. (Pause)  All  right.  Will  you  please 
come  and  take  your  places?  (Pause) 
Come  as  quickly  as  possible,  delegates. 
Get  the  word  out  into  the  hallways  that 
we  need  to  be  underway. 

CYNTHIA  WILSON:  If  you  need  me 
to  do  a  rousing  song,  not  rousing  but 
something  .  . . 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Something 
contemplative.  Will  the  delegates 
please  come  and  take  their  places? 
Please  come  and  take  your  places  as 
quickly  as  possible.  (Pause)(Vn\  sorry  I 
can't  recognize  you.  Just  please  be 
seated.)  Delegates  please  come  and 
take  your  places.  We're  going  to  sing 
ourselves  under  Cynthia's  leadership 
back  into  our  plenary  session.  We'll 
sing  one  song,  we'll  ask  that  you  join  in 
singing  the  song  and  encouraging 
those  who  are  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice  and  are  delegates,  to  please  come 
and  take  their  place  here  on  the  floor. 
(Pause)  Delegates,  please  come  and  take 
your  places.  And  will  you  assist  us  to 
announce  the  word  around  the  Con- 
vention Center  that  we  are  back  in  ses- 
sion at  this  time?  Thank  you  for  your 


cooperation  and  indeed,  for  your  punc- 
tuality. (Pause) 

WILSON:  The  song  says,  "God  has 
smiled  on  me,  he  has  set  me  free.  God 
has  smiled  on  me.  God's  been  good  to 
me."  Would  you  stand  to  your  feet  and 
join  me  in  singing  all  over  this  build- 
ing? 

(Music-singing) 

WILSON:  And  as  we  continue  to 
gather,  if  every  hand  would  take  a 
hand.  All  across  the  aisles.  (Music)  All 
across  the  balcony,  every  hand  should 
be  touching  another  hand.  And  if  we 
could  close  every  space.. (music)  let 
there  be  no  gaps  all  in  the  balcony.  Each 
one  just  reach  one.  I  invite  us  to  just 
close  our  eyes  a  moment.  (Music)  If  you 
choose  to  bow  your  head,  if  you  choose 
to  turn  your  faces  toward  heaven,  it's 
your  choice.  Pray  this  with  us. 

(Singing — Cynthia  Wilson) 

Bishop  Solomon  Reveals  Understanding 
Reached  With  Gay  Witnesses 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right  now, 
delegates.  We're  asking  you  to  be 
seated  and  we're  asking  you  at  this  mo- 
ment to  limit  your  conversation  to  the 
point  that  you're  just  having  your  con- 
versation with  God,  now.  Delegates 
will  you  please  be  seated?  (Pause)  Now 
sisters  and  brothers,  the  chair  is  going 
to  presume  what  I  believe  to  be  a  gra- 
cious assembly  and  I  want  to  have  a 
conversation  with  you.  In  the  spirit,  1 
pray,  of  holy  cor\ferencing.  When  we 
ended  our  time  right  prior  to  the  break, 
there  was  the  request,  even  demand,  on 
the  part  of  these  who  had  gathered 
here — some  have  returned  to  the  bal- 
cony, others  are  here — to  be  arrested 
for  trespassing. 

As  you  left  the  hall,  we  have  engaged 
in  discussion.  I  cannot  speak  for  any  of 
you,  but  I  can  bear  my  own  heart's  wit- 
ness in  your  midst.  And  that  is,  that  we 
sought  eamesfly  to  find  a  way  to  do  the 
business  of  the  General  Conference  and 
to  avoid  an  arrest  for  trespassing.  Our 
sisters  and  brothers  who  are  making 
this  witness  have  indicated  the  follow- 
ing, in  light  of  the  conversation,  if  in 
fact,  I  am  interpreting  it  correctly.  And  I 
have  just  gone  and  asked  them  to  be 
alert  to  my  words  so  that  if,  in  any  way, 
I  do  not  state  the  consensus  that  is  re- 


flective of  our  conversation,  then  they 
will  know  that  it  is  surely  not  inten- 
tional and  that  I  will  be  ready  to  be  cor- 
rected so  that  it  may  be  a  careful  and 
fair  and  accurate  reflection  of  our  con- 
versation. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  these  who 
are  gathered  here,  now  kneeling  or  sit- 
ting in  our  midst,  are  under  conviction 
that  they  must  stay  here.  The  request 
that  has  come  from  this  group  of  per- 
sons is  that  we  have,  at  least,  a  motion 
relating  to  moratorium.  And  the  parlia- 
mentary procedure  would  unfold  in 
the  light  of  that.  The  inquiry  was  made 
as  to  whether  persons  would  be  willing 
to  be  seated  or  in  kneeling  posture  for  a 
period  of  time,  or  if  they  must  stand,  to 
stand  around  the  edges  of  the  hall. 
What  has  finally  been  discerned,  or  de- 
termined by  the  group  in  our  midst,  is 
that  they  will  remain  in  a  kneeling  and 
sitting  position  while  we  have  the  dis- 
cussion relative  to  moratorium — if  you 
so  permit.  Likewise,  if  that  discussion 
does  not  produce  a  moratorium  and,  in 
fact,  we  move  in  directions  other  than 
the  directions  that  are  being  espoused 
by  the  group  of  persons  in  our  midst, 
then  they  will  remain  in  our  midst  but 
in  a  standing  position  in  the  center 
aisle — at  this  point — until  such  discus- 
sion occurs  that  bears  the  fruit  of  their 
concern  or  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
General  Conference  on  Friday  night  or 
until  they  are  arrested. 

My  sisters  and  brothers,  I  don't  know 
about  you,  but  I  have  preached  in  set- 
tings that  have  been  filled  with  the 
noisy  voices  of  crying  children  and  I've 
been  able  to  preach  and  been  glad  chil- 
dren are  around.  Hello  church,  we  need 
children  in  our  churches.  I  have 
preached  and  done  the  business  of  the 
church  in  settings  where  the  tempera- 
ture is  so  hot  that  the  discomfort  level 
was  enormous  and  we  did  the  business 
of  the  church.  Now  you're  just  allowing 
the  Chair  a  little  homiletical  digression 
here  this  morning — I  understand  that. 
And  I  have  preached  and  I  have  done 
the  business  of  the  church  in  a  variety  of 
settings  that  I  would  consider,  upon 
further  reflection,  far  more  formidable 
and  difflcult  than  doing  the  business  of 
the  church  with  a  few  folks  who  are 
kneeling  and  praying.  But  such  a  step 
could  not  be  taken  if  you  as  a  body  are 
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not  willing  to  grant  such  an  opportu- 
nity for  these  persons. 

My  understanding  is  that  if  such  is 
granted  then  we'll  proceed  on  with  our 
business.  If  that  which  is  related  to  mor- 
atorium is  not  approved  in  manners 
that  are  in  keeping  with  the  thinking  of 
this  group,  then  they  will  move  from  a 
kneeling  or  sitting  posture  to  a  standing 
posture  in  this  position.  And  we'll  con- 
tinue right  on  with  our  business,  not 
unmindful  of  their  presence,  respectful 
of  it,  but  also  very  aware  of  the  respon- 
sibilities we  have  to  conduct  the  busi- 
ness of  this  General  Conference.  That's 
my  best  understanding  of  our  situation 
at  the  moment,  and  I  do  not  see  any  of 
these  persons  who  have  indicated  that  I 
have  represented  it  inaccurately,  but  in 
fact,  have  nodded  that  it  has  been  repre- 
sented fairly  to  their  understanding. 

Now  I  realize  that  I've  been  rather 
forthright  to  indicate  that  as  long  as  I'm 
presiding-but  I  certainly  cannot  indi- 
cate for  any  others-I  would  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  presiding  over  an  assembly 
where  such  persons  are  located,  either 
kneeling  or  standing. 

Conference  Votes 
to  Accept  Presence  of  Witnesses 

Now  you  as  a  body  will  have  to  de- 
cide where  we  go  from  here,  so  wrill  you 
be  prepared.  The  voting  machine  is  go- 
ing to  assist  us  and  I'm  simply,  as  the 
Chair,  going  to  put  before  this  body 
that  if  you  wish  to  approve  these  per- 
sons staying  in  either  the  sitting,  kneel- 
ing, or  standing  position,  in  light  of  the 
understandings  that  I  have  shared  with 
you,  then  you  have  that  opportunity  to 
vote  yes.  You  have  the  opportunity  to 
vote  no.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap)- 
pears.  {Pause)  And  you  have  approved 
by  the  vote  of  lYes,  621,;  No,  328]— let's 
not  applaud.  This  is  not  a  win- 
ners-and-losers  gallery,  this  is  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  work  here — I 
recognize  the  delegate  standing  here,  at 
mike  2. 

JOHN  W.  EDGAR  (West  Ohio):  In 
keeping  with  what  you  just  said,  I  move 
that  we  would  adjust  Rule  1 1  so  that  the 
Bar  at  this  conference  would  include 
the  opportunity  for  p)eaceful  signs  of 
conscience  in  the  manner  that  you  have 
already  described. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  I  think  it's 
before  us  and  I'm  not  sure  but  what  we 
haven't  already  covered  it,  but  in  the 
formalizing  of  that,  it's  before  us  and  I 
believe  it  was  seconded.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  And 


you  have  approved  it  [Yes,  651.;  No, 
289].  I  recognize  the  delegate.  Please  go 
to  mike  6. 

Motion  Made  to  Declare  Moratorium 

on  Implimenting  Action 

on  Homosexual  Issues 

RICHARD  PARKER  (New  York):  I 
move  that  the  General  Conference  de- 
clare a  moratorium  on  the  implementa- 
tion of  all  action  regarding  homos 
exuahty  in  the  current  paragraphs  of 
the  Discipline  in  order  to  enable  the 
church  to  have  an  opportunity  for  a 
time  of  healing  in  this  quadrennium. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  it  is 
before  us.  Is  it  seconded?  It  is  seconded. 
Let  the  chair  be  very  clear  and  help  the 
body  to  be  very  clear  that  the  Parker 
motion,  as  I  understood  it,  would  be  to 
declare  a  moratorium  on  all  present 
language  in  the  Discipline,  vis  a  vis  its 
implementation  and /or  applicability-if 
that  is  an  accurate  statement  on  my 
part-as  well  as  any  petitions  that  we  are 
dealing  with  now  or  in  the  later  and  re- 
maining sessions  of  this  General  Con- 
ference. Is  that  a  correct  restatement  of 
your  motion? 

PARKER:  Yes,  Bishop,  it  is. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  you 
may  speak  to  it. 

PARKER:  Bishop,  the  purpose  of  this 
motion  is,  as  stated  in  the  motion,  to 
give  us  time  to  continue  the  process  of 
discernment  and  healing  in  the  life  of 
the  church.  We  have  heard  this  morn- 
ing already  a  number  of  witnesses  from 
people  whose  lives  have  been  dimin- 
ished, whose  ministries  have  been  de- 
nied, whose  relationships  have  been 
destroyed.  There  is  enough  pain  now  in 
the  life  of  this  church  around  these  is- 
sues and  it  is  our  feeling  that  we  do  not 
need  in  this  coming  quadrennium  more 
battles,  more  confrontations,  and  more 
trials. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  need  to 
sum  up  now. 

PARKER;  What  we  need  now. 
Bishop,  is  a  time  of  loving,  care,  and  re- 
spect for  each  other  and  healing. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  I'm 
going  to  recognize  the  delegate  in  the 
green.  Now  sisters  and  brothers,  in  the 
spirit  of  what  we  have  agreed  to,  I'm 
going  to  ask  the  press  and  I'm  going  to 
ask  persons  who  are  here  near  this 
mike,  you  don't  have  to  move  very 
much,  I'm  going  to  ask  you  to  come, 
well  you  can  go  to  mike  4,  but  this  al- 
lows me  to  ask  you  to  have  access  for 


mike  2  and  I'm  sure  these  folks  have 
already  indicated  their  willingness  to 
allow  that  to  happ>en.  All  nght,  mike  4. 

Moratorium  Impact:  Will  Remove 
Current  Discipline  Language 

TOM  WATSON  (Nebraska):  I  have  a 
question  about  what  the  effect  of  the 
motion  for  moratorium  is.  Would  the 
effect  be  the  same  as  removing  the  lan- 
guage from  the  Discipline  for  the  next 
four  years? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  The  maker  of 
the  motion  will  have  to  respond  to  that. 
Let  the  chair  simply  note  that  the  point 
that  was  made  is  susp)end  implementa- 
tion. I  did  not  hear  language  about  re- 
moving it;  I  did  hear  language 
regarding  suspending  implementa- 
tion. The  maker  of  the  motion  is  at  the 
mike.  He  can  speak  for  himself. 

PARKER:  Bishop,  that  is  exactly  cor- 
rect. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you 
very  much.  We're  now  on  the  main  mo- 
tion and  we... All  right,  there  is. ..You 
may  state  your  p)oint  of  order.  Mike  1, 
excuse  me. 

WILLIAM  H.  HINSON  (Texas): 
Bishop,  isn't  the  effect  of  not  imple- 
menting the  Discipline  to,  in  reality,  re- 
peal the  work  that  we  have  done  here 
and  the  Discipline  itself? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'm  not  in  a  po- 
sition to  answer  the  implication  of  this 
or  other  things  this  General  Conference 
often  enacts.  All  right,  we're  going  to 
the  delegate. ..  I'm  sorry,  I  had  a  yellow 
card  in  the  very  back.  Mike  5,  yes  that  is 
correct.  We're  on  the  Parker  motion. 

MICHAEL  T.  MORGAN  (North  Ala- 
bama): It  seems  to  me  the  implication  of 
this  is  indeed  to  repeal  the  language 
that's  in  the  Discipline,  to  remove  that, 
and  1  think  to  declare  a  moratorium  on 
that  language  would  indeed  violate 
what  we  have  already  done,  so  I  am 
speaking  against  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you.  Now  then  I'm  going  to  turn  to  the 
green  card  right.  Will  the  delegate 
please  go  to  mike  2.  Are  you  speaking 
for  or  against  the  moratorium  motion? 
All  right,  you  may  speak. 

RESSIE  MAE  BASS  (Florida);  I  do  not 
believe  that  putting  a  moratorium  on 
all  discussions  regarding  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  is  to  say,  "Violate  the 
Discipline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church."  For  me  it  just  seems  that  we 
cannot  get  away  from  doing  violence  to 
each  other  and  I  plead  with  us,  in  the 
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name  of  the  gospel  and  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  to  stop  the  violence  and  let 
us  set  aside  all  of  these  issues  since  we 
cannot  come  to  any  common  under- 
standing and  leave  it  alone.  Give  it  a 
rest  for  a  quadrennium.  Please! 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  yes 
you  may.  I've  recognized  you.  You  may 
state  your  point  of  order.  Just  hold 
steady.  You're  the  one  standing  and 
shouting  so  go  to  the  mike  please. 

KALIMA  MUTOMBO  (North-West 
Katanga):  My  point  of  order  is  a  point  of 
clarification. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

MUTOMBO:  Am  I  correct  in  my  un- 
derstanding that  we're  in  a  situation 
where  most  of  us  are  in  a  very  compli- 
cated situation  bound  within  our  sur- 
roundings at  home,  and  here  faced  with 
developments  where  we  have  to  an- 
swer and  react.  And,  so  I  want  to  know 
if  a  moratorium  means  to  have  a  clear 
implementation  way  also.  This  means,  I 
want  to  know  is  a  moratorium  stable, 
only  waiting  and  praying  or  does  it 
mean  to  lead  to  a  process  where  every- 
body knows  what  the  steps  of  this  pro- 
cess is,  so  that  the  end  of  a  moratorium 
we  have  a  more  clear  picture  view.  Be- 
cause I  think  this  is  what  we  have  to  ex- 
plain at  home,  what  is  going  on.  And  I 
would  highly  recommend  such  a  pro- 
cess to  be  indicated  which  will  qualify  a 
moratorium. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I  beUeve  you 
have  raised  a  very  helpful  question  for 
clarification.  I'll  return  to  Richard 
Parker,  the  maker  of  the  motion,  to  re- 
ceive guidance  in  the  answer  to  the 
question  that  you  have  so  helpfully  put 
before  us. 

PARKER:  Bishop,  I  wish  my  name 
were  Solomon.  It  is  difficult  to 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  may  pro- 
ceed. I'm  not  going  to  walk  down  that 
road,  (laughter) 

Motion-Maker  Clarifies  Intent 

PARKER:  Bishop,  it  is  hard  for  any  of 
us  in  the  brief  time  available  now  to 
think  through  now  all  the  implications 
of  this  moratorium.  My  assumption 
would  be  that  we  would  continue  to  en- 
gage each  other  in  dialogue  around  the 
issues,  that  we  would  continue  to  hold 
each  other  in  the  church  together,  to 
work  through  the  specific  acts  which 
may  come  to  our  attention,  but  without 
confrontation  and  without  implement- 
ing the  negative  requirements  of  the 
current  disciplinary  paragraphs. 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  AU  right,  I 
think  that's  the  best  we  can  do  on  the 
clarification.  Now  sisters  and  brothers, 
I'm  going  to  ask  us  to  hold  steady  to  the 
notion  that  this  motion  is  before  us.  We 
have  had  one  speech  for,  we  have  one 
speech  against,  and  I  will  be  willing  to 
recognize  a  delegate  in  the  orange  card 
back  at  mike  no.  8,  if  you  wrill  go  there  at 
this  time.  Yes,  thank  you. 

You  are  the  delegate  that  I'm  recog- 
nizing. 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  Which 
of  us.  Bishop? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  I'm  rec- 
ognizing the  one  who  is  not  speaking. 
Thank  you  (Laughter) 

ROGER  V.  ELUOTT  (North  Carolina): 
A  moratorium  does  not  solve  anything 
for  us.  First  Corinthians  14,  "When  the 
trumpet  gives  an  uncertain  sound,  who 
will  prepare  themselves  for  battle?"  I 
want  to  tell  ya  that  we  need  to  make  clear 
where  we  stand  cis  a  denomination.  And 
I  think  to  fX)Stpone  this  is  an  act  of  cow- 
ardice. I  speak  against  it. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  we 
have  room  for  one  speech  before  I'll  go 
to . . .  (Pause)  I'm  going  to  a  yellow  card 
in  the  back.  Mike  5.  (Pause)  This  is  a 
speech  for  the  Parker  Amendment. 
That's  the  only  one  we  have  room  for  at 
this  point. 

A  Co//  for  Dialogue  and  Discernment 
to  Discuss  Church  and  Homosexuality 

FRANK  D.  WULF  (California-Pa- 
cific): I  move  an  amendment  to  the 
Parker  motion  "that  we  would  direct 
the  GBOD  to  develop  a  plan  for  dis- 
cernment and  dialog  that  engages  all 
parties  in  this  matter  and  a  plan  for  hav- 
ing this  discernment  and  dialog 
throughout  our  church." 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Is  it 
seconded?  It  is.  You  may  speak  to  it. 

WULF:  Bishop,  I  believe  that  the 
church  has  yet  to  engage  in  honest  dia- 
logue and  discernment  on  those  mat- 
ters, on  this  matter.  We  have  people 
with  far  differing  views  who  need  to  be 
heard  and  a  moratorium  would  permit 
us  to  do  us  in  order  to  discern  God's 
will  for  us  and  to  return  to  the  2004 
General  Conference  better  prepared  to 
follow  the  leading  of  the  Spirit.  The  ex- 
perience of  those  of  us  who  are  lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual  or  transgendered  assures 
us  that  God's  spirit  has  entered  our 
lives,  filled  us  with  grace,  given  us  gifts 
for  ministry  and  service  and  called  us 
for  full  participation  in  the  church.  It  is 


time,  we  believe,  for  the  church,  in  the 
spirit  of  Acts  10,  to  recognize  that  those 
whom  the  spirit  has  called  the  church 
should  not  deny.  Lesbian,  gay,  bisexual 
and  transgendered  people  need  to  be 
heard  in  a  respectful  and  in  a  consider- 
ate way  that  has  not  yet  been  done  be- 
cause of  the  kind  of  prohibitions  now  in 
the  Book  of  Discipline  and  therefore,  I 
urge,  not  only  that  we  have  a  morato- 
rium but  that  we 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Will  you  please 
close? 

WULF:  ...develop  a  process  to  bring  it 
about.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  this  is 
the  Wulf  amendment  thaf  s  before  us. 
We've  had  one  speech  for.  Is  there 
someone  who  wishes  to  speak  against. 
There  is  an  orange  card,  please  go  to 
mike  6. 

PEDZISAI  KANGARA  (Zimbabwe): 
May  I  ask,  bishop  whether  we  are  not 
now  acting  under  direct  intimidation? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'm  sorry,  the 
house,  .let  me  just  respond.  The  house 
has  made  its  mind  known  and  we're 
proceeding  in  the  light  of  that.  Do  you 
wish  to  speak  against  or  for  this  amend- 
ment? 

KANGARA:  I  want  to  speak  against 
this  amendment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  may  pro- 
ceed. 

KANGARA:  May  I  remind  General 
Conference  that  there  are  times  we 
need  to  speak  v^th  that  voice;  that  lead 
people  like  Joshua  to  say,  "As  for  me 
and  my  people,  we  will  follow  God."  It 
would  appear  General  Conference  is 
vacillating.  We  don't  want  to  take  a 
stand  and  condemn,  outright,  that  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  is  wrong  and 
then  we  will  proceed.  We  are  moving 
from  liberalism  to  laxity  and  then  into 
lawlessness,  and  as  a  church  we  can- 
not., we  are  being  asked  now  question 
the  Holy  Scriptures  because  of  orienta- 
tion. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  need  to 
sum  up  please. 

KANGARA:  May  I  kindly  request 
General  Conference  2000  not  to  betray 
the  church  in  Africa  by  supporting 
homosexualism.  We  are  going  to  de- 
stroy the  church  that  is  growing  in  Af- 
rica. Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  We're 
on  the  Wulf  amendment.  One  speech 
for,  one  speech  against.  I'll  recog- 
nize..I'm  sorry,  I'm  going  to  recogiuze 
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the  delegate  that's  located  right  here.  If 
you  will  please  go  to  mike  2,  please. 

KALIMA  MUTOMBO  (NorthWesf 
Katanga):  (Interpretation  from  French) 

I  would  like  to  ask.  .1  want  to  continue 
the  discussion  right  now  about  the  mat- 
ter we're  talking  about  because  all  these 
people  who  are  sitting  here-there  are 
just  few  in  comparison  with  those 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Africa  those  who 
cannot  accept  homosexuality.  If  we  had 
transportation  to  bring  all  of  them  here 
I  believe  that  there  won't  be  any  seat 
left.  I  want  to  end  by  asking  please 
don't  kill  the  church  in  Africa.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON;  All  right.  We 
have  room  for  one  speech  for  on  this 
amendment  and  I'm  going  to  go  to  a 
green  card.  Yes,  the  delegate  who  is 
standing  and  moving  to  mike  4.  This  is 
a  speech  for  the  amendment. 

KAREN  P.  OLIVETO  (California-Ne- 
vada): I'm  here  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. I  spieak  because  we're  in  various 
cultural  contexts  and  the  way  the  cur- 
rent Discipline  stands,  we  are  not  able 
to  do  ministry  in  all  our  cultural  con- 
texts. I  need  to  go  home  to  a  church  that 
if  we  decide  not  to  move  to  morato- 
rium, we'll  need  to  grieve  the  deep 
wounds  of  being  rejected  by  this  church 
one  more  time.  So  I  ask  that  we  con- 
tinue to  be  in  dialogue  with  our  gay  and 
lesbian,  bisexual,  transgendered  broth- 
ers and  sisters  that  we  listen  to  their 
wounds,  listen  to  their  pain,  put  a  mor- 
atorium on  this;  so  that  in  four  years  we 
might  see  what  fruits  we  finally  al- 
lowed to  blossom.  I  ask  that  we  under- 
stand that  people  are  wiUing  to  put 
their  bodies  on  the  line  and  risk  arrest 
because  the  church  has  already  put 
them  under  arrest.  They  already  in  jails 
of  inhospitality,  we  have  jailed  calls,  we 
have  jailed  lives  and  we  have  jailed 
love.  So  I  vote  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment so  that  we  might  be  in  dialogue 
and  hear  the  gifts  that  can  be  brought  to 
this  church. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 
We're  under  our  order  to  vote  now.  The 
Wulf  amendment  is  before  us,  to  the 
Parker  motion.  I  believe  that  you  are 
aware  that  this  amendment  calls  for  the 
GBOD  to  be  directed  in  a  plan  of  dis- 
cernment regarding  conversation  and 
actions.  The  Wulf.  this  is  for  a  question. 
All  right,  if  you'll  go  to  mike  4. 

GRAYSON  L.  ATHA  (West  Ohio):  I 
understood  from  the  delegates  from  the 
Central  Conference  that  this  morato- 
rium would  affect  them.  Whatever  de- 


cision we  make  here,  are  they  bound  to 
that?  That's  my  question. 

Dialogue  and  Discernment  Amendment 
Fails 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  WeU,  I  believe 
that  I'll  just  proceed  on  with  this  vote. 
Thank  you  very  much.  Now  then,  the 
the  plenary  is  before  us  on  the  Parker 
amendment  and  please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes.  323;  No,  633]  The 
Wolf  amendment  to  the  Parker  motion 
is  not  sustained.  We're  back  on  the 
main  motion.  There  have  been  two 
speeches  against.  There  has  been  one 
speech  for.  I'm  willing  to  recognize 
someone  who  wishes  to  speak  for  the 
Parker  motion  and  we'll  turn,  yes,  to 
mike  1 ,  please. 

DIANE  M.  NUNNELEE  (Missouri 
West):  My  sisters  and  brothers,  in  that 
we  are,  we  are  all  sisters  and  brothers 
who  joined  hands  and  sang  together, 
"Draw  me  near,  near,  near  precious 
Lord  to  the  cross."  Are  we  willing  to  fi- 
nally hear  the  words  of  our  Savior?  The 
last  prayer  prayed  for  the  people  for 
whom  Christ  died  which  means  all  of 
us.  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  not 
know  what  they  do.  Somebody  is 
wrong  and  somebody  is  right.  But  in 
our  prideful  ways,  I  believe  that  we 
stand  in  a  place  where  we  need  to  hum- 
ble ourselves  and  come  to  know  one  an- 
other, which  I  believe  is  what  the 
moratorium  would  give  us  time  to  do. 
So  that  we  can  live  as  a  people  who 
stand  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  know 
that  some  day,  together,  we  vdll  stand 
in  our  faith  before  the  Savior,  who 
prayed  those  words  for  us.  If  we  can't 
stand  here  now,  we  can't  stand  there  to- 
gether. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  You 
may  sum  up.  All  right.  We've  had  two 
speeches  for  and  two  speeches  against. 
We're  under  our  rules.  I'm  going  to  put 
the  question  before  us  at  this  time.  All 
right,  if  we  ha  ve  a  question,  you  may  go 
to  mike  3  to  state  that  question. 

Moratorium's  Effect 

on  Clergy  Ordination 

and  Same-sex  Marriage  Questions 

JOHN  E.  HORTON  (South  Georgia): 
Bishop,  this  has  to  do  with  the  question 
with  regard  to  implementation  and  ap- 
plication.  Does  this  mean  that  for  the  next 
four  years  conference  boards  of  ordained 
miiustry  would  not  be  bound  by  the  pro- 
hibitive language  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  ordaining  self-avowed, 
practicing  homosexuals,  and  would  it 
mean  that  the  statement  m  the  Social 


Principles,  it  says  that  homosexual  un- 
ions, ceremonies  shall  not  be  conducted 
by  our  nunisters  and  in  our  churches? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  the  chair 
has  been  privy  to  the  same  amount  of 
information  that  the  rest  of  the  body  has 
been  privy  to.  I  will  note,  with  an  indul- 
gence of  the  body  that  the  word  that  has 
been  used  is  moratorium.  It  is  not  re- 
peal. And  I'm  going  to  proceed  on  that 
basis.  I  believe  we're  ready  to  vote  on 
the  Parker  motion  that  is  before  us.  And 
that  is  that  we  proceed  with  the  morato- 
rium as  in  the  manner  that  has  been  dis- 
cussed. All  right,  go  to  mike  4  and  state 
your  point  of  order. 

(UNIDIHED  SPEAKER):  My  point  of 
order  is  the  following.  Are  we  now  dis- 
cussing only  the  moratorium  or  also  a 
way  how  to  get  along  with  each  other? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Let  me  respond 
to  your  question  so  we  can  lirrut  our 
time.  We  are  discussing  the  morato- 
rium. All  right.  Thank  you.  I'm  go- 
ing, .is  it  a  question  or  a  point  of  order? 
I'll  go  to  delegate  at  number  5,  the  yel- 
low card. 

DON  MESSER  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Bishop  Solomon,  is  a  substitute  motion 
in  order  at  this  time? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  We're  under 
the  requirements  to  vote.  In  affect,  the 
call  for  the  question  has  occurred  be- 
cause we  have  completed  the  two 
sp>eeches.  It  is  not  admissible.  All  right. 
We'll  move.  Yes.  .state  your  point  of  or- 
der, mike  4. 

THOMAS  W.  EBLEN  (Kentucky):  I 
think  we  need  the  motion  repeated  be- 
cause I  believe  it's  different  from  what 
the  chair  stated.  The  motion  said  "im- 
plementation," which  has  more  impli- 
cations than  just  moratorium  on  the 
issue  and  I'm  making  the  distinction 
between  moratorium  and  ref>eal. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Correct.  You're 
quite  correct  and  I  stated  earher  to  the 
body  that  the  motion  did  include  the 
matter  of  implementation.  However, 
the  maker  of  the  motion,  in  accordance 
with  the  understanding  of  the  chair, 
recognized  the  difficulty  that  will  be  in- 
volved in  walking  down  the  path  of  im- 
plementation. It  is  an  invitation  to  try  to 
make  that  journey  if  I'm  reflecting  the 
actioru  of  the  maker  of  the  motion  in  a 
correct  fashion.  Is  that  correct?  I  re- 
ceived the  word  that  that  is  correct. 

EBLING:  However,  the  motion  still 
includes  the  word  "implementation" 
and  that  bears  interpretation  in  differ- 
ent ways. 
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Conference  Defeats  Moratorium 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  it  does. 
Well,  we  have  come  at  interpretation 
and  the  chair  does  not  in  any  way  want 
to  come  across  as  argumentative.  I  hope 
that  this  is  not  the  case.  But  we  have 
heard  efforts  made  on  three  occasions 
now  to  answer  the  question  of  what  this 
means.  You  have  the  same  information 
that  I  do.  We'll  have  to  trust  our  judg- 
ment collectively  as  we  move  along. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  The 
Parker  motion  on  the  moratorium  has 
been  defeated  by  a  vote  of  [Yes,  320;  No, 
637]. 

1  turn  now  to  the  Faith  and  Order 
Committee  so  that  we  may  resume  our 
deliberations  at  the  point  where  we 
were  when  we  made  this  journey  that 
we  have  now  been  on.  Will  you  please 
lead  us? 

Petition  to  Retain  Exclusion 
of  Homosexuals  from  Ordination 

ROBERT  E.  HAYES  (Texas):  Yes,  I 
would  like  to  reintroduce  the  petition 
that  is  before  us.  It  is  on  page  2157  of  the 
Dnili/  Christian  Advocate,  DCA,  21 57.  It  is 
Calendar  Item  1373,  also  found  on  page 
523  of  the  Advance  DCA,  523.  Petition 
No.  30208.  It  is  a  request  to  keep  the  lan- 
guage excluding  homosexuals  from  or- 
dained ministry  and  the  Committee 
recommends  concurrence  on  this  par- 
ticular petition.  Since  "the  practice  of 
homosexuality  is  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching,"  we  feel  that  we  are 
not  able  to  accept  as  candidates,  or- 
dained as  ministers,  or  appointed  to 
serve  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  our  rationale.  There's  a  minority  re- 
port. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  The 
main  motion  is  now  before  us.  There  is 
a  minority  report  and  we  turn  now  for 
the  presentation  of  the  minority  report. 

Minority  Report  on  Clergy  Ordination 
Delivered 

ELIZABETH  QUICK  (North  Central 
New  York):  I  had  a  speech  all  written 
out  that  I  would  use  to  present  the  mi- 
nority report  to  you,  but  I  can  think  of 
no  more  excellent  witness  that  we  have 
seen  here  before  us  and  all  around  us 
today.  And  so  I  urge  you  to  listen  to  our 
brothers  and  sisters  and  see  how 
they're  excluded  from  fulfilling  God's 
call  to  them  for  ordained  ministry,  if  we 
uphold  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  Therefore  I  urge  you  to  sup- 
port the  minority  report. 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you  very  much.  Now  the  chair  is 
going  to  presume,  if  I  can  get  away  with 
it  here,  that  we  do  not  necessarily  need 
to  try  to  perfect  the  majority  report  be- 
cause it's  retaining  the  language  that  is 
presently  applicable  in  our  Discipline.  If 
that  is  agreeable  to  the  body,  and  I  sense 
that  it  is,  we're  going  to  move  to  the  Mi- 
nority Report,  and  it  is  before  us.  Are 
there  any  comments  or  questions  that 
you  wish  to  address  to  the  Minority  Re- 
port? And  if  you  will  go,  green  card, 
Mike  4,  please. 

(Pause) 

Clergy  Ordination 
Minority  Report  Debated 

BENONI  R.  SILVA-NETTO  (Califor- 
nia-Nevada): Bishop,  thank  you  for  set- 
ting your  eyes  to  the  west  over  there.  I 
rise  in  support  of  the  Minority  Report. 
I'm  afraid.  Bishop,  that  we  might  be  us- 
ing the  legislative  process  that  we  are 
engaged  in  right  now  to  wield  some 
swords  to  chop  off  the  heads  of  those 
who  don't  obey;  or  pierce  the  hearts  of 
those  who  disagree  with  us-with  our 
uniform  theology.  God  forbid  that  the 
decisions  we  make  become  baseball 
bats  that  eventually  we  use  to  smash 
people's  heads — especially  those  who 
do  not  conform  to  us.  God  forbid  that 
we  structure  our  covenant  commu- 
nity— which  was  raised,  the  issue  was 
raised  at  the  beginning  of  this  confer- 
ence— the  covenant  community  based 
on  the  preservation  and  maintenance  of 
uniformity  rather  than  the  appreciation 
and  organization  of  our  unity  and  di- 
versity. God  forbid  that  we  define 
Christian  discipleship  only,  or  primar- 
ily, as  adherence  to  creed  or  theological 
formulation  rather  than  genuine  rela- 
tionship with  the  person  of  Christ  and 
all  the  peoples  whom  God  loves.  May 
our  task  be  guided  by  the  ancient  bene- 
diction that  says  that,  "We  are  all  sim- 
ply asked  to  make  gentle  this  bruised 
and  hurting  world  as  Jesus  did,  to  tame 
its  savagery,  to  have  love  and  compas- 
sion for  all  including  ourselves — the 
enemies  in  this  stranger's  soul." 
Bishop,  I  support  the  Minority  Report. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  I'm 
going  to  an  orange  card  in  the  very  far 
back.  Will  you  go  to  Mike  7,  please?  Are 
you  wanting  to  make  a  speech  against 
the  Minority  Report? 

MARK  FENSTERMACHER  (North 
Indiana):  I  rise  to  speak  against  the  Mi- 
nority Report.  My  brother  Ben,  it  hurts 
me  to  hear  those  of  us  who  would  vote 


against  the  Minority  Report  being  de- 
scribed as  people  who  would  wield  a 
baseball  bat.  We  are  people,  many  of  us 
in  this  hall  and  many  of  us  across  the 
church,  who  want  the  church  to  be  a 
place  where  we  are  all  welcome,  where 
grace  abounds,  but  we  speak  and  vote 
against  the  Minority  Report  because  we 
understand  the  importance  of  clarity.  I 
would  vote  against  the  Minority  Report 
and  call  the  church  to  be  clear,  to  be 
truthful,  to  be  gracious,  and  to  be  lov- 
ing. And  I  think  we  have  to  live  with  the 
paradox  of  that.  It  is  not  either/or.  It  is 
both.  We  are  a  people  of  grace,  we  are 
also  a  people  of  truth. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you.  I  recognize  the  delegate  in  the  pink 
card  here  in  this  section.  Will  you 
please  go  to  Mike  4.  We've  had  1  speech 
for  and  1  speech  against  the  Minority 
Report. 

THOMAS  O.  GARNHART  (Wiscon- 
sin): I  want  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  Mi- 
nority Report  because  I  know  no  one 
intends  to  express  bigotry.  But  the  very 
expression  "practicing  homosexual"  is 
literally  meaningless.  I  happen  to  be  a 
"practicing  heterosexual."  Do  any  of 
you  have  any  idea  what  that  would 
mean  in  particular?  You'd  have  to  ask 
me  whether  I'm  chaste,  or  promiscu- 
ous, whether  I'm  married  or  single.  I'm 
a  "practicing  heterosexual,"  but  it  does- 
n't say  anything  about  me.  And  so 
when  we  condemn  the  "practice"  of  ho- 
mosexuality, we're  not  condemning 
any  offensive  act.  We're  condemning  a 
class  of  people  who  call  themselves  gay 
or  lesbian  or  transgendered  or  bisexual 
because  the  word  is  a  word  filled  with 
nothing. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You'll  need  to 
sum  up  and  complete  your  sentence. 

TOM  GARNHART:  Thaf  s  the  sum- 
mary. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you 
very  much.  I  go  all  the  way  in  the  back 
to  a  yellow  card.  If  you're  making  a 
speech  against  the  Minority  Report,  we 
have  heard  2  speeches  for.  All  the  way 
in  the  back.  The  delegate  who  is  stand- 
ing, please  go  to  Mike  8.  Thank  you. 

OKENGE  M.  AKENDA  (West  Congo): 
(Interpretation  from  French) 

Denial  of  Ordination  to  Homsexuals 
Has  Global  Effect 

TRANSLATOR  FOR  REV.  AKENDA: 
Thank  you.  Bishop.  If  I  clearly  under- 
stand, we  are  not  discussing  the  matters 
that  concern  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States.  The  Gen- 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No  11 


2373 


eral  Conference  is  a  global  for  all  people 
of  United  Methodists  in  the  world.  How 
will  you  understand  that  Methodist  pas- 
tor who  goes  to  Africa?  It's  a  reality.  The 
reality  is  that  we  have  the  witness  that 
one  of  the  pastors  who  started  this  prac- 
tice of  homosexuality  in  our  church  was 
in  trouble.  We  had  the  (Jeople  who 
started  leaving  the  church.  If  this  thing  is 
a  loss  for  the  church  in  the  United  States, 
it  will  be  a  chronicle  loss  for  the  people 
in  Africa.  As  we  are  taking  decisions  as  a 
people  of  God  in  the  world  we  have  to 
deal  with,  we  have  to  recognize  the  con- 
sequences. How  will  you  understand 
that  the  pastor  who  is  accepted  here  be- 
cause of  his  practice  cannot  be  accepted 
outside  in  another  annual  conference? 
This  is  the  reason  why  we  are  against  the 
report  of  the  minority. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  We 
have  two  speeches  for  and  two 
speeches  against.  We're  under  the  or- 
der to  vote,  and  I'm  going  to — I'm 
sorry,  yes,  you  do  have  the  right  to 
speak,  but  I'm  trying  to  say  I'm  going  to 
call  the  speaker  of  the  maker  of  the  mo- 
tion, if  we  can  understand  that's  where 
we're  going.  All  right,  I  think  folks  are 
trying  to  help  me  and  I  appreciate  it.  All 
right. 

We  have  the  Minority  RejX)rt  pre- 
senter who  certainly  has  a  chance  to 
speak  along  with  the  Majority  pre- 
senter. You  may  speak. 

QUICK:  Thank  you.  We  need  to  allow 
our  brothers  and  sisters  to  step  forward 
into  ministry  without,  at  the  same  time, 
asking  them  to  deny  a  p>art  of  them- 
selves, as  we  would  not  ask  anyone  else 
to  do.  So  I  urge  you  to  accept  the  Minor- 
ity Rep>ort. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  We 
turn  to  the  Chair  of  Faith  and  Order 
Committee. 

Chairperson  Closes  Debate  on  Ordination 
of  Homosexuals 

HAYES:  Thank  you.  Bishop.  Under 
the  section  in  The  Book  of  Discipline 
called  'The  Ministry  of  the  Ordained", 
it  says  that,  "the  experiences  of  the 
Church  and  the  needs  of  its  ministry  re- 
quires certain  qualities  of  faith,  life,  and 
practice."  And  we  feel  that  the  practice 
of  homosexuality  is  not  only  incompat- 
ible with  Christian  teaching,  but  we  feel 
that  we  must  exclude  practicing  and 
self-avowed  homosexuals  from  ordina- 
tion. Keep  the  message  clear,  and 
please  defeat  this  motion. 


Minority  Report  on  Ordination  Rejected 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  AU  right. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You're  voting  on  the  Minority  Report. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  All 
right,  the  Minority  Report  is  defeated 
[Yes,  645:  No,  3061.  I'm  going  to. Please 
state  your  point  of  order  at  Mike  4. 

ROLAND  SIEGRIST  (Austiia);  I  am 
sorry  that  I  have  to  ask  for  another  point 
of  order,  and  another  clarification. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  No  apology  is 
necessary.  You  are  certainly  in  order. 
You  have  been  recognized.  Please  pro- 
ceed. 

SIEGRIST:  Thank  you.  To  my  under- 
standing, the  whole  process  here  shows 
the  brokenness  of  our  church.  And  the 
church  is  not  only  from  this  world,  and 
I  think  we  should  realize  that  at  this 
point.  The  procedure  we  deal  with  each 
other  is  not  fitting  for  the  very  serious 
purpose  of  this  matter.  I'm  sorry. 

Ordination  of  Practicing  Homosexuals 
Remains  Forbidden 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Now  my 
brother  let  the  chair  raise  a  p)oint  of  or- 
der. The  point  of  order  is  that  our 
sp)eeches  are  completed,  and  we  have 
voted  on  the  Minority  Ref)ort.  It  is  true 
we  are  on  the  Majority  Report.  You 
have  the  opportunity  to  speak  on  that, 
and  I  do  not  wish  to  deny  that.  My  sense 
is,  if  I  am  reading  the  house  correctly, 
we've  had  a  discussion  about  both 
sides  of  this  issue  in  the  process  of  hav- 
ing a  discussion  about  one  side,  and  I 
believe  that  we  are  ready  to  vote.  The 
main  motion  is  before  us.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  sup- 
ported the  committee  [Yes,  640;  No, 
317].  I  turn  now  Paul  Extrum-Femadez, 
who  has  sent  a  note,  or  I  have  gotten  a 
note,  that  he  wishes  to  be  recognized, 
and  I  call  upon  him  at  this  time.  Let  me 
give  you  a  road  map  of  where  we're  go- 
ing. We'll  hear  his  report,  whatever  the 
nature  of  that  report  is.  We'll  receive 
announcements.  And  then  we'll  be  in 
recess  for  lunch.  May  you  hold  steady, 
please.  I'm  sorry,  mike  4. 

Bishop  Solomon  Requested 
to  Continue  Presiding  in  Afternoon 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNADE2  (Cali- 
fornia-Nevada): Thank  you.  Bishop 
Solomon.  Yes,  to  update  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Presiding  Officers.  We  have 
not  completed  the  business  with  Faith 
and  Order,  and  the  committee  has  de- 
cided to  continue  to  ask  Bishop  Dan 


Solomon  to  preside  through  the  after- 
noon session,  (applause) 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Please  don't 
press  me  to  call  the  house  out  of  order. 
Please  be  seated,  all  right.  Thank  you, 
TTiank  you  very  much.  Continue. 

EXTRUM-FERNADEZ:  Bishop  Al- 
fred Johnson  will  continue  to  preside 
this  evening.  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder 
will  be  representing  the  Council  of 
Bishops  this  afternoon  and  dealing 
with  the  press.  So,  therefore  we've 
asked  Bishop  Solomon  to  preside  this 
afternoon.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you  very  much.  Before  1  move 
away  from  this  to  the  Secretary,  let  me 
just  acknowledge  the  gratitude  that  I 
owe  to  bishofw  Huie  and  Heam,  who 
not  only  backed  me  up  today,  but  I'm  in 
the  process  in  your  presence  of  asking 
them  to  hang  in  there  with  me  this  after- 
noon, and  I  know  you  appreciate  that  as 
well,  (applause)  And  then  it  would  be 
impertinent  of  me  if  did  not  at  least  ac- 
knowledge my  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
house.  To  all  of  you  for  the  manner  in 
which  we  have  conducted  our  business 
this  morning,  makes  me  proud  to  be  a 
United  Methodist,  (applause)  We  call  on 
our  Secretary  for  announcements,  and 
she  will  also  advise  us  of  the  time  we 
are  to  reassemble  this  afternoon. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  There  are 
two  announcements.  One  is  that  the 
Ehscipleship  Legislative  Committee 
will  meet  for  five  minutes  at  the  close  of 
the  afternoon  session.  Notice:  afternoon 
session,  in  front  of  Section  A.  Be  mind- 
ful of  that  as  we  break  this  afternoon. 
Secondly,  it  seems  to  be  feast  or  famine 
as  far  as  comfort  control  is  concerned. 
Again,  we  say  to  you  that  we  are  work- 
ing to  make  you  as  comfortable  as  pos- 
sible and  realize  that  for  many  of  you 
that  is  failure  a  good  deal  of  the  time.  At 
this  point,  we're  cold.  Realize  when 
you're  cold  there;  we're  burning  here. 
And  so  we  will  change  the  blowers 
again,  and  we  will  do  the  best  we  can. 
Thank  you  for  keeping  us  informed, 
and  be  mindful  of  the  fact  that  we  are 
not  really  trying  very  hard,  or  trying  at 
all  to  make  you  uncomfortable.  Thank 
you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'm  gomg  to 
ask  Bishop  Paul  Granadosin.  I  had  the 
unusual  exf>erience  of  being  the  Philip- 
pines with  Bishop  Granadosin.  The 
episcopal  area  built  a  completely  new 
episcopal  residence.  And  it  was  just  fin- 
ished on  the  day  that  I  arrived.  And  so 
the    Granadosins    said,    "TVell,    you 
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should  be  the  one  to  spend  the  first 
night  in  the  new  episcopal  residence." 
That  is  kind  of  an  unusual  experience, 
but  it  reflects  the  marvelous  hospitality 
that  I  experienced  all  across  the  Philip- 
pines, and  indeed,  all  across  the  life  of 
the  global  nature  of  our  Church.  So  I'm 
going  to  ask  Bishop  Granadosin  to  lead 
us  in  our  prayer  as  we  move  to  our  noon 
recess. 

BISHOP  GRANADOSIN  (Davao 
Area):  Let  us  rise  at  this  time.  (Prayer) 

Thursday  Afternoon 
May  11,  2000 

(Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  presiding) 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  ...  be  seated. 
We  are  needing  to  begin.  We're  going  to 
ask  Cynthia  Wilson  to  lead  us  in  a  gath- 
ering song,  and  then  we'll  be  underway 
this  afternoon. 

CYNTHIA  WILSON:  512.  When  the 
storms  of  life  are  raging,  "Stand  By 
Me." 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  As  you  remain 
standing,  as  you  remain  standing,  as 
you  are  able  so  to  do,  hear  these  words: 
"I  therefore,  the  prisoner  in  the  Lord, 
beg  you  to  lead  a  life  worthy  of  the  call- 
ing to  which  you  have  been  called  with 
all  humility  and  gentleness,  with  pa- 
tience bearing  one  another  in  love, 
making  every  effort  to  maintain  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 
There  is  one  body  and  one  Spirit,  just  as 
you  were  called  to  the  one  hope  of  your 
calling — one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  bap- 
tism, one  God  and  Father  of  us  all,  who 
is  above  all  and  through  all  and  in  all." 
Eternal  God,  pour  a  veritable  flood  of 
grace  upon  our  time  together  now,  that 
we  find  an  uncommon  hope  and  a 
great,  great  sense  of  your  abiding  pres- 
ence in  this  journey  in  Jesus'  name. 
Amen. 

Will  you  be  seated,  please?  I  turn  now 
to  Robert  Hayes  and  the  committee. 
Legislative  Committee  on  Faith  and  Or- 
der. Let's  be  attentive  to  their  leader- 
ship at  this  moment.  All  right. 

ROBERT  E.  HAYES  (Texas):  Thank 
you.  Bishop,  the  Committee  on  Faith 
and  Order  would  like  for  you  to  know 
that  the  next  item  on  the  agenda  is 
found  on  page  2134—2134,  of  the  DCA, 
and  page  484  of  the  Advance  DCA.  It  is 
Petition  30052,  page  2134  of  the  DCA, 
Page  484  of  the  ADCA.  It  is  Petition 
30052. 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  And  the  calen- 
dar number  is  what? 

HAYES:  Oh,  Calendar  Number  is 
1183. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

Petition  to  Prohibit  Clergy  from 
Conducting  Same-sex  Marriages 

HAYES:  The  intent  of  this  petition  is 
to  retain  the  current  language  that  pro- 
hibits our  ministers  from  conducting 
same-gender  services  and  conducting 
such  services  in  our  churches.  Para- 
graph 65C  is  the  disciplinary  reference 
to  this  particular  petition.  The  commit- 
tee recommends  concurrence  to  retain 
the  language,  based  upon  the  rationale 
that  the  language  is  clear  and  succinct, 
carrying  with  it  consequences  and  ac- 
countability, and  throughout  the  para- 
graph. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  I  be- 
lieve there  is  a  Minority  Report,  and 
we're  going  to  turn  to  the  presenters  of 
the  Minority  Report  in  order  for  them  to 
proceed  to  make  their  Minority  Report. 
All  right.  Please  state  your  point  of  or- 
der. 

DON  MESSER  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Bishop,  last  evening  the  motion  was  to 
table  the  action  related  to  this  until — of 
the  Higher  Education  and  Ministry-un- 
til  such  time  as  this  matter  was  brought 
before  us.  Therefore,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  Minority  Report  from  the 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  Com- 
mittee Hfted  from  the  table  as  was  de- 
cided by  the  body  last  night. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Now, 
we  have  a  procedural  issue  here  before 
us,  in  that  we  have  this  report  recog- 
nized to  be  presented  both  in  its  major- 
ity and  minority  form.  We  have  a  report 
that  is  on  the  table.  We'll  take  a,  have  to 
take  a  vote  to  bring  it  back  off  the  table, 
which  is  certainly  the  spirit  and  inten- 
tion of  it  having  been  laid  on  the  table  in 
the  first  place.  The  matter  is,  which  co- 
mes first?  And  I  must  say  that  I,  having 
recognized  the  committee  to  bring  this 
report,  and  then  we  could  proceed  to 
address  the  motion  that  was  laid  on  the 
table  following  this  report.  If  you  are  in 
agreement,  we'll  proceed  in  that  man- 
ner. All  right. 

Minority  Report  on  Same-sex  Marriages 

EMERY  A.  PERCELL  (Northern  Illi- 
nois): The  Minority  Report  is  an 
amendment  to  change  the  word  shall,  in 
the  two  cases  it  appears,  to  the  word 
should.  What  this  does,  very  simply,  is 
to  make  it  something  other  than  a 


chargeable  offense.  I  come  to  this  point 
reluctantly.  I  am  not  a  crusader,  but  I 
have  been  convinced  over  and  over  by 
the  pain  and  rejection,  the  exclusion  of 
young  people,  children,  others  from 
our  churches  by  people  who  do  not  ac- 
cept them  for  being  gay  or  lesbian  as 
they  are. 

I  am  quick  to  tell  you  that  I  need  these 
people  who  are  standing  here  to  bear 
witness  to  me,  of  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
in  their  lives,  their  love  for  the  church.  I 
also  want  to  tell  you  that  I  need  my  con- 
servative friends  to  hold  me  to  the  truth 
of  the  tradition,  the  truth  of  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ  to  all  people.  But  I 
need  to  hear  from  these  people  the 
great  biblical  truth  that  we  are  people  of 
a  promise.  The  Bible  is  not  full  of  rules, 
but  is  full  of  promise.  We  don't  know 
where  the  Lord  is  leading  the  church. 
These  people  have  a  vision.  They  have  a 
vision  of,  of  what  the  Kingdom  of  God 
can  be, . . . 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
PERCELL: . . .  and  I  need  them  to  help 
me — 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  need  to 
wrap  it  up. 
PERCELL:  —go  in  that  direction. 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you.  We  have  the  Majority  and 
the  Minority  Report  before  us.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  is,  in  the  spirit  of 
collaboration  in  relationship  to  these 
petitions — and  I  realize  I  may  be  lead- 
ing the  body  here  just  a  minute  . . .  Oh, 
I'm  sorry,  I  thought  you  were  through 
with  your  Minority  Report. 

PERCELL:  Not  quite.  Bishop.  Let  me, 
let  me  say  that  church  trials  in  Northern 
Illinois  cost  us  $130,000.  That  was  the 
least  of  it.  The  destruction,  the  trauma, 
the  polarity  that  is  caused  by  church  tri- 
als at  our  church  is  enormous.  I  do  not 
think  that  we  want  to  spend  another 
four  years  tearing  ourselves  apart  by 
church  trials,  and  that's  the  reason  for 
this  amendment. 

Two-part  Minority  Report 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you. 

DONALD  H.  FADO  (California-Ne- 
vada): I  participated  in  a  holy  union  a 
little  over  a  year  ago  that  many  of  you 
may  have  heard  about. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Excuse  me, 
now,  are  you  in  the — 

FADO:  Part  of  the  Minority. 
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BISHOP  SOLOMON:  —process  of 
presenting  the  Minority  Report? 

FADO:  Yes.  Yes. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  It's ...  A  part  of 
this  report  is  something  you  are  pre- 
senting, or  is  this  a  sp>eech  for? 

FADO:  No,  this  is  part  of  the  present- 
ing of  the  Minority  Report  presenta- 
tion. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you. 

FADO:  I'll  leave  that  up  to  you.  My 
brother  got  enthused  with  it,  and  I  think 
the  time.  .  .  How  much  time  do  we 
have — time?  May  I  have  time  to — 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  my— the 
fwint  I'm  wanting  to  make  is  if  you 
have  substantive  material  that  is  a  part 
of  the  text  or  the  essence  of  the  Minority 
Repwrt,  and  you're  a  dual-presentation 
team,  then  we  need  to  hear  your  part  of 
it.  If  you  are  here  to  speak  to  the  Minor- 
ity Report,  then  I  must  ask  you  to  defer 
until  we  put  the  matter  before  the 
house. 

FADO:  Of  course,  my  feeling  is  it's 
substantive,  but — part  of  it  is  the  defini- 
tion of  what  a  holy  union  is — which 
might  be  helpful — but  I'm  willing  to 
wait. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you  for  that.  I  appreciate  it. 

Now,  I'm  going  to  go  back  to  where  I 
was  a  moment  ago  and  see  if  this  could 
be  done  in  the  spirit  of  collaboration 
and  consideration  of  petitions  in  terms 
of  their  wholeness.  There  is  a  tabled 
motion  that  we  have  in  our  midst — not 
formally  yet — that  relates  to  holy  un- 
ions and  reflects  a  Minority  Report  to 
the  Petition  |sic.  Calendar  Item)  No. 
1200,  which  is  on  page  2093. 

If  we  take  an  act  down  one  road  then 
we've  automatically,  obviously  sub- 
verted the  potential  of  the  process  that 
you  would  want  to  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  address.  So  the  point  I'm  raising 
is  whether  by  common  consent  if  Don 
Messer  can  speak  to  this;  by  common 
consent  we  lift  this  matter  from  the  ta- 
ble and  it  be  considered  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  minority  report  that  is  now 
before  us.  It's  a  bit  awkward  but  it  may 
be  a  way  for  us  to  consider  these  in  a 
unity.  Where's  Don  Messer,  and  if  Don 
Messer  is  available,  you  could  tell  me  if 
you  want  that  even  tried,  then  I  will  try 
it  and  see  where  the  house  is. 

DON  MESSER  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Yes. 


Attempt  to  Lift  From  Table, 
Motion  on  Holy  Unions 

BISHOP  SOLOMON  All  right,  we 
will  try  it  and  that's  just  all  we  can 
promise  to  do  at  this  p>oint,  and  that  is 
by  common  consent.  Are  you  willing  to 
have  it  lifted  from  the  table  so  that  it  can 
be- 
Well,  I'm  explaining  where  I'm  trying 
to  go  but  I'm  going  to  listen  to  the  house 
ultimately.  1  understand  that  it  takes  a 
motion  to  lift  from  the  table.  I  under- 
stand that  about  as  clearly,  I  believe,  as 
anyone  in  this  room  understands  it. 
Now  I'm  trying,  and  asking  you  to  walk 
with  me  ,to  see  if  we  could  bundle  this 
up  and  address  it  as  a  unity.  If  you  as  a 
house  decide  we  cannot,  then  we  will 
not  even  try  it,  but  we  won't  know 
whether  we  can  or  not  unless  you're 
willing  to  let  us  try  it.  All  right?  So  the 
question  is,  are  you  willing  to  let  us  try 
it  by  common  consent  to  lift  it  from  the 
table  and  treat  it  as  an  amendment  to 
the  minority  report  that  is  before  us,  or 
move  it  in  that  direction.  Perhaps  that's 
the  more  of  a  stretch  than  you're  willing 
to  go.  Please  state  your  point  of  order. 

AL  GWINN  (Kentucky):  My  point  of 
order  is  that  we're  dealing  now  with  the 
paragraph  in  the  Social  Principles.  The 
report  to  which  Don  Messer  refers  in 
the  minority  repwrt,  is  on  paragraph 
332  of  the  Discipline.  They're  two  differ- 
ent sections. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  your 
point  is  well  taken  and  perhaps  for  the 
sake  of  clarity  regarding.. though  the 
substance  of  the  concern  is  similar,  the 
location  in  the  Discipline  is  different.  We 
will  just  not  try  to  go  down  that  road 
anymore.  I  think  it  will  get  more  cum- 
bersome than  I.. I  will  get  myself  into 
more  difficulty  than  maybe  I  can  easily 
get  out  of.  So,  let's  go  back  to  the  minor- 
ity report,  I  mean  the  majority  report.  It 
is  before  us. 

Are  there  any  perfecting  amend- 
ments that  need  to  be  made  on  the  ma- 
jority report?  I  do  not  hear  any.  We  will 
go  to  the  minority  report.  The  minority 
report  is  before  us  and  I  will  hear  any 
comments  or  questions  that  you  wish  to 
raise  in  regard  to  the  minority  repwrt.  I 
think  you— all  right,  all  right.  You're 
speaking  for  the  minority  report. 

Clergy  Delegate  Tells  of  Officiating 
at  Same-sex  Ceremony 

FADO:  I  don't  expect  to  change  any- 
body's mind  here.  I  think  we've  made 
up  our  minds  on  this  issue  of  homosex- 


uality, for  now  at  least.  But  I  want  to 
you  to  understand  the  setting  out  of 
which  we  come  in  my  commitment.  I 
do  it  out  of  a  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  love  of  the  church.  I  con- 
sider the  sections  of  the  holy  scriptures 
that  are  dealing  with  homosexuality 
part  of  the  patriarchal  system.  It  said 
that  "man  shall  not  lie  with  another 
man  as  a  woman"  meaning  don't  treat 
men  like  they're  women.  I  believe  that  it 
sets  in  the  same  cultural  context  as 
those  who  said  "women,  keep  quiet  in 
church,"  and  so  forth.  It's  out  of  a  com- 
mitment that  I  ofjerate,  it's  out  of  a  com- 
mitment to  a  Discipline  that  says  it's  an 
inclusive  church,  that  homosexuals  are 
people  of  full  worth  and  value.  It's  a 
commitment  as  much  as  it  has  been  a 
commitment  to  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment for  minority  groups  and  for 
women,  it's  a  movement  now  for  gays 
and  lesbians.  It's  an  act  of  conscience.  I 
cannot  turn  down  members  of  my 
church  who  request  for  ministry.  We 
did  a  holy  union  service  for  two  p>eople, 
two  women  who— one  a  lay  member  to 
this  General  Conference,  the  confer- 
ence lay  leader — her  partner  of  15 
years,  and  a  conference  trustee  and 
these  people —  so,  95  clergy  in  our  con- 
ference committed  themselves  to  stand 
in  solidarity,  25  could  not  be  there  with 
us.  We  felt  so  committed  to  this.  Now, 
some  of  you  feel  we  broke  covenant  to 
do  that.  1  hope  our  covenant  is  based  on 
something  more  than  one  rule  in  our 
Discipline.  Do  you  know  there  are  2351 
times  the  word  "shall"  or  "shall  not" 
apf)ears  in  our  Discipline.  That's  almost 
4  times  as  many  as  in  the  whole  Torah. 
United  Methodists  out-Torah  the  To- 
rah. We've  got  the  rules  there  for  every- 
thing and  I  know  that  there  are  some  of 
you  by  the  report  that  we  had  earlier, 
that  do  not  do  Peace  With  Justice  offer- 
ings. That  is  a  "shall"  in  the  Discipline, 
but  we're  not  bringing  charges  and 
charges  against  each  other  for  this.  We 
accept  the  integrity  of  our  pastors  and 
so  on. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  need  to 
sum  up. 

FADO:  Okay.  I  would  ask  if  you 
would  use  "should."  I'm  not  asking  for 
the  language  to  be  removed.  It  will  be 
difficult  for  many  to  go  back  home  with 
removing  that  at  this  point.  I'd  like  it  re- 
moved, but  change  it  to  "should"  so 
there  would  be  no  more  trials,  so  they 
could  be  free  for  the  ministry  in  the  area 
where  they  are.  And  you  know  we  have 
an  Igniting  Ministries  putting  millions 
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of  dollars  on  TV.  One  trial  does  more 
harm  than  all  of  those  do  together. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  This 
is  a  speech  for  the  minority  report.  I  see 
an  orange  card,  a  person  in  the  very 
back.  Please  go  to  mike  8.  We're  on  the 
minority  report,  calendar  item  1183. 

Same-sex  Uttioii  Defined  in  Terms  of 
"Faith  and  Order" 

PAUL  LEELAND  (North  Carolina):  I 
wish  to  speak  against  the  minority  re- 
port. Our  church  continues  to  define 
the  boundaries  that  make  our  life  to- 
gether as  United  Methodists  unique. 
We  purposely  define  how  faith  and  or- 
der are  to  be  lived  out  in  light  of  Holy 
Scripture.  We  define  everything  from 
educational  requirements  for  ordina- 
tion to  the  necessary  trust  clauses  re- 
garding property.  These  expressions 
are  appropriate  means  for  clearly  defin- 
ing how  United  Methodists  live  within 
a  connectional  church.  This  is  also  a  de- 
fining moment.  It  expresses  how  our 
denomination  identifies  the  common 
ground  that  makes  us  a  family  of  faith. 
Our  efforts  to  cleariy  mark  boundaries 
of  faith  and  order  are  not  meant  to  de- 
liberately hurt  others  as  much  as  it  is  of- 
fered to  refine  what  makes  us  unique  as 
far  as  The  United  Methodist  Church.  In 
the  spirit  of  the  pentecostal  experience 
within  the  Faith  and  Order  Legislative 
Committee,  I  invite  us  to  express  the 
collective  wisdom  of  this  General  Con- 
ference by  defeating  the  minority  re- 
port  and    embracing    the    legislative 
committee's  recommendation.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  I  turn 
to  a  green  card.  Mike  no.  4,  please.  Or 
no.  7  may  be  closer.  We  have  had  one 
speech  for  and  one  speech  against  the 
minority  report. 

REBECCA  C.  CARVER  (Iowa):  I 
speak  in  favor  of  the  Minority  Report. 
As  Don  Fado  has  said,  we  know  that  the 
language  isn't  going  to  change,  that 
we're  not  going  to  change  our  stand, 
but  we  can  change  words.  It  would 
make  things  easier  for  me  as  a  pastor  to 
be  able  to  do  what  I'm  called  to  do,  serv- 
ing the  people  that  1  serve,  and  to  per- 
form marriages  and  unions  as  people 
ask  me.  I  serve  a  very  rural  parish  right 
now,  and  so  it  isn't  a  question.  But  the 
day  may  come  when  I  am  asked,  and, 
after  due  counsel,  would  make  sure 
that  the  persons  who  are  speaking  with 
me  are  joined  together  in  love  and  cove- 
nant. I  urge  you  to  support  the  change 
of  the  word  from  shall  to  should. 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  There 
is  a  pink  card  in  the  center,  will  you  go 
to  mike  6, 1  believe?  If  you  are  speaking 
against  the  Minority  Report,  we  have 
the  opportunity  only  if  you  are  making 
a  speech  that'd  be  against  the  Minority 
Report. 
ILUNG  A  DIKONZO  (North  Katanga): 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  may 
.  . .  may  we  have  translation? 

DIKONZO:  My  name  is  Dikonzo, 
coming  from  North  Katanga,  Congo. 
Bishop,  thank  you  very  much  for  allow- 
ing me  to  speak.  I  know  that  we  are  a 
church,  and  when  we  want  to  respect 
Jesus  Christ  as  our  King,  we  have  to  re- 
spect him  according  to  the  Bible.  We  do 
love  everybody  because  we  are  Chris- 
tians. However,  there  is  something  that 
we  do  not  like — the  practice  of  what  is 
not  in  accord  to  the  will  of  the  Bible.  We 
cannot  allow  people  in  because  they  are 
bringing  money  or  something  else.  The 
Bible  is  very  clear,  "If  you  do  not  want 
to  worship  me,  rocks  are  going  to  wor- 
ship me."  I  am  urging  you  not  to  sup- 
port this  Minority  Report.  Let  us  join 
together  and  support  the  Majority  Re- 
port. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you.  We're  under  the  rules  our  deliber- 
ations. We  have  two  speeches  for,  two 
speeches  against.  I'll  turn  to  the  maker 
of  the  Minority  Report,  or  the  presenter, 
for  a  concluding  word,  followed  by  the 
chair  of  the  committee. 

Closing  Speech  for  Minority  Report 
on  Same-sex  Marriage 

FAtXD:  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  spe- 
cific to  my  brothers  and  sisters  from  Af- 
rica. I've  been  there  five  times.  I've 
lived    in    a    coastal    village,    in    the 
Transkei.  It's  a  different  culture.  And 
we  are  a  global  church.  You  will  be  able 
to  vote  on  this,  then  you  will  go  home, 
and  you  will  be  able  to  write  your  own 
Social  Principles  in  your  conference. 
They're  quite  different  from  ours.  Your 
present  Social  Principles  allow  bartering 
of  wives,  divorce  being  appropriate  if 
there's  childlessness.  I  do  not  pass  judg- 
ment on  yours.  I  ask  you,  then,  this  is  in 
our  country.  In  terms  of  my  country, 
where  I  am,  the  Western  Jurisdiction  is 
also  part  of  the  global  church,  and  if  s 
quite  a  different  world-view  there  than 
is  elsewhere.  You  are  putting  a  major 
stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  our  min- 
istry to  gays  and  lesbians.  Keep  the 
word  should— and  that,  and  that  says 
it— but  let's  not  have  any  more  trials 
and  the  divisions  that  we  are  in.  Your 


message,  if  you  keep  shall,  is,  Don  Fado 
and  people  like  you — who,  out  of  con- 
science to  Jesus  Christ  must  act — 
there's  not  room  for  you  in  our  church 
unless  you  obey  every  one  of  these 
rules,  that  the  rules  are  more  important 
than  your  conscience  and  your  commit- 
ment. And  all  I  can  say  to  that:  The  con- 
science is  captive  to  the  Word  of  God. 
Here  I  stand.  I  can  do  no  other.  I  plead 
with  you  to  please  change  the  word  to 
should. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  and 
then  we  will  hear  from  the  chair  of  the 
committee. 

Committee  Chair  Closes  Debate  on 
Minority  Amendment 

ROBERT  HAYES  (Texas):  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  I'm  sure  that  to  some  people, 
changing  a  word  from  shall  to  should 
doesn't  seem  like  much;  but  it  is. 
Keeping  the  word  shall  brings  to  bear 
the  full  weight  of  our  Discipline  and  our 
church  law.  The  word  should,  at  best,  is 
both  ambiguous  and  unacceptable. 
Over  the  last  few  years,  our  denomina- 
tion has  been  wrought  by  those  who 
would  interpret  the  existing  language 
as  being  vague  and  unenforceable.  And 
if  we  allow  a  change  at  this  point,  the 
church  would  have  no  leverage  at  all  in 
such  cases,  and  would  destroy  even 
further  the  tapestry  which  holds  our 
church  together.  I  urge  you  to  defeat  the 
Minority  Report. 

"Shall"  Retained;  "Should"  Rejected 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  the 
Minority  Report  is  before  you.  Will  you 
please  vote  when  the  light  appears? 
[Yes,  338;  No,  599}  All  right,  the  Minor- 
ity Report  is  defeated 

Prohibition  on  Same-sex  Unions  Remains 

Now  we're  on  the  main  motion  that  is 
before  us.  I  think  we've  had  ample  dis- 
cussion, and  my  sense  is  that  we  are 
ready  to  vote.  The  main  motion  is  the 
report  of  the  committee.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  apf)ears.  lYes,  646;  No, 
294}  You  have  approved  Calendar  Item 
1183. 

I  turn  now  to  Robert  Hayes  to  take  us 
to  the  next  repwrt. 

(Persons  Making  a  Public  Witness  Begin 
Singing  "We  Shall  Overcome") 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  My  sisters  and 
brothers  ...  I  am  inviting  you  to  abide 
by  our  covenant  that  we  have  made  to- 
gether . . . 
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(Singing  Continues.  Groxi's  Louder) 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

(Singing  Continues) 

Presiding  Bishop  Asks  Witness-makers 
to  Explain  Their  Beliavior 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  now, 
sisters  and  brothers,  you'll  have  to  give 
the  chair  a  little  bit  of  liberty  here.  We 
had  entered  into  a  covenant,  and  I  now 
join  with  you  in  the  awareness  that  this 
covenant  has  been  amended,  if  not,  in 
fact,  broken.  I'm  going  to  turn  to  these 
two  persons  as  spokespersons  for  those 
who  have  maintained  this  vigil  of  con- 
viction and  conscience.  They  need  to 
explain  to  you,  this  body,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  nature  of  their  most  recent  ac- 
tions and  their  particular  perspective  at 
this  moment.  I'll  grant  you  two  minutes 
to  sp>eak. 

Spokesperson  for  Gay  and  Lesbians 
Explains  Demonstration 

RANDY  MILLER:  Thank  you  Bishop 
Solomon.  And  let  me  thank  you  first  of 
all  for  your  graciousness  in  dealing 
with  our  demonstration.  We  have  de- 
cided as  a  group  to  non-violently  break 
the  covenant  that  we  made  with  Bishop 
Solomon,  because  we  believe  that  this 
church  has  broken  covenant  with  us. 
We  are  your  gay  and  lesbian  bisexual 
and  transgendered  brothers  sisters, 
mothers,  fathers.  We  are  not  strangers 
to  this  church.  We  were  baptized  in  this 
church,  raised  up  in  your  Sunday 
schools,  confirmed  as  adults  and  as  we 
came  into  adulthood  were  told  that  we 
because  of  who  we  are,  are  not  longer 
welcome,  and  are  second-class  citizens 
of  God's  kingdom. 

We  affirm  not  only  for  ourselves,  and 
not  only  for  gay  and  lesbian  people  in 
the  United  States,  but  that  my  dear 
brothers  and  sisters,  for  our  gay  and  les- 
bian brother-gay  and  lesbian  people  of 
faith  in  Africa,  in  Asia,  in  Europe.  We 
implore  you,  we  tell  you  that  the  cove- 
nant is  already  broken.  The  tapestry  is 
unwoven.  You  will  force  us  now  to  be 
forcibly  removed,  and  we  take  that  as 
an  act  of  conscience  to  be  forcibly  re- 
moved from  General  Conference,  to 
symbolize  the  broken  covenant  that  has 
occurred  here  today  and  throughout  a 
twenty-five  year  history  of  our  church. 
And  in  so  doing  we  know  that  we  do 
not  stand  alone.  I  am  reminded  of  Rich- 
ard Allen,  an  African  American  who 
was  hit  over  the  head  while  praying  at 
the  altar  and  removed  because  he  was 


not  white.  I  am  reminded  of  women 
delegates  who  were  not  seated  at  this 
conference  in  the  1880's  simply  because 
they  were  women.  The  Bible  has  often, 
often  been  used  to  discriminate,  but  we 
call  upon  the  power  of  Jesus  Christ. 
And  we  call  upwn  the  claim  that  Jesus' 
redeeming  blood  is  sufficient  for  gay 
and  lesbian,  bisexual  and  trans- 
gendered  persons  as  well.  And  that  nei- 
ther height,  nor  depth,  nor  legislation  of 
this  church  will  deprive  us  from  Christ 
love.  Thank  you  my  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  My  sisters  and 
brothers,  I  cannot  speak  for  you,  but  1 
sfjeak  with  anguish  in  my  own  voice, 
for  the  circumstances  that  are  now 
about  to  unfold  in  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
And  I  bury  my  head  in  prayer.  I  cannot 
witness  what  is  now  about  to  occur. 

(Singing  by  protesters) 

We're  asking  you  again  my  sisters 
and  brothers  to  please  leave  the  chancel 
area.  To  do  so  would  be  to  reestablish 
the  covenant.  I  plead  with  you  to  leave 
the  chancel  area,  to  leave  the  platform 
area,  and  take  your  places  again.  Will 
you  do  so? 

MILLER:  No,  sir. 

(Singing) 

Presiding  Bishop  Recesses  Conference 
Because  of  Demonstation 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Conference  is 
in  15-minute  recess.  This  will  allow 
some  opportunity  for  conversation, 
pastoral  care. 

(Recess  continued) 

We  believe  this  is  important.  So,  just 
be  aware  that  we  are  allowing  about  10 
more  minutes  for  this  conversation 
time.  Thank  You. 

We  turn  to  Cynthia  Wilson  to  lead  us 
in  a  song  and  then  we'll  be  underway. 
Please  take  your  places  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

(singing) 

Bishop  Solomon  Recites 
Afternoon  Agenda 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right  dele- 
gates. Thank  you  Cynthia  so  much  for 
the  blessing  of  your  leadership.  We're 
grateful  to  you.  (applause)  Now  let  me 
try  to  give  us  a  bit  of  a  roadmap  for  the 
rest  of  the  afternoon.  We're  all,  of 
course,  carrying  enormously  conflicted 
emotions  now.  We  understand  that.  We 


understand  also  that  we  have 
responsibilities  to  which  we  must  now 
give  ourselves.  And  we  will  seek  to  do 
that,  always  with  a  continuing  prayer 
in  our  hearts  and  lives  for  all  who  seek 
to  bear  witness  as  they  understand  God 
to  lead  them  so  to  do — those  of  you  here 
in  this  assembly  and  in  this  conference 
and  others  elsewhere.  So  we're  going  to 
address  the  remaining  petitions  that  re- 
late to  the  issue  of  homosexuality,  in- 
cluding the  lifting  from  the  table  here 
shortly  (I'll  get  to  that  in  just  a  moment) 
of  that  particular  petition.  And  then 
we'll  move  to  address — now  we  have 
several  of  those  petitions.  Some  of  them 
relate  to  financial  concerns  or  the  ex- 
penditure of  funds  in  relationship  to 
homosexuality  issues.  And  when  we 
finish  this,  we'll  move  then  into  the 
dealing  with  calendar  items  relative  to 
petitions  that  have  financial  reference 
implications  to  them.  We  need  to  do 
this  this  afternoon,  in  order  to  get  this 
into  the  hands  of  GCFA  for  what  will 
obviously  be  another  late  night  session 
for  them,  as  we  come  to  our  session  on 
tomorrow.  So  we  have  much  that  needs 
to  be  done. 

Bishop  Solomon  Commends  Delegates  for 
Conduct  During  GayjLesbian  Witness 

I  just  want  to  take  a  moment  and  ex- 
press again  my  gratitude  to  you,  this 
body.  You  have  handled  your  life  and 
you  have  helped  us  to  handle  our  life 
together  in  a  steady  way  and  in  a  loving 
way  and  in  a  flexible  way,  and  I  am 
deeply  grateful.  I  trust  this  General 
Coriference  will  be  known  for  sensitiv- 
ity and  unity,  even  while  we  also  may 
be  known  for  anguish  and  shared  con- 
cern. So  I  thank  you  for  that  and  I  thank 
you  in  behalf  of  one  another  for  that. 

All  right,  we  turn  now  to  Robert 
Hayes  and  the  Committee  on  Faith  and 
Order, 

ROBERT  E.  HAYES  (Texas):  Yes, 
Bishop.  Thank  you.  Faith  and  Order 
now  brings  a  petition  on  p.  2134.  It  is 
Calendar  Item  1186.  You  can  find  that 
on  p.  497  in  your  Adivnce  DC  A,  p.  2134 
in  the  DCA.  Calendar  Item  1186,  Peti- 
tion no.  30108.  It  does  have  a  minority 
repHjrt.  This  petition  seeks  to  amend 
fwragraph  65G  in  our  Book  of  Discipline 
by  adding  the  word  some  to  the  existing 
sentence.  The  legislative  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence  in  favor 
of  the  original  petition  30083,  which 
was  dealt  with  earlier. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  we'll 
hear  from  the  minority.  My  under- 
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standing  is  that  the  majority  report  is  a 
simple  word  of  nonconcurrence.  Do 
you  want  to  proceed  to  try  to  perfect 
that  report?  1  think  we'll  proceed  on 
with  the  minority  report. 

STEPHEN  G.  FRANTZ  (Oregon- 
Idaho):  1  had  a  speech  prepared,  but  in 
light  of  what  just  happened  this  stage  is 
holy  ground  and  a  prepared  speech 
would  be  innppropriate.  1  came  to  this 
General  Conference  believing  in  Chris- 
tian conferencing,  prayer,  and  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit — and  I'm  not  sure 
any  more.  The  minority  report  before 
you  has  words  that  we  can  all  agree  to. 
In  fact,  words  we  do  all  agree  to.  Every 
single  one  of  us  here  believes  that  one 
way  or  another  the  practice  of  homo- 
sexuality is  incompatible  with  some 
Christian  teaching.  Everyone  here  be- 
lieves that.  Nobody  should  ever  vote 
against  their  conscience.  Nobody 
should  be  asked  to  vote  against  their 
conscience,  and  I  won't  do  that  here. 
But  every  one  of  us  believes  the  minor- 
ity report  and  everyone  of  us  should 
vote  for  it. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  it's 
presented  before  us  along  with  a  speech 
for  it,  1  believe.  And  now  we  turn  to  any 
other  questions  or  comments  that  you 
wish  to  make  relative  to  the  minority 
report.  All  right,  I  see  a  card  in...  Yes, 
you  may  go  to  mike  5. 

Motion  to  Change  "We"  Do  Not  Condone 
to  "Most"  Do  Not  Condone 

RUTH  DAUGHERTY  (Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania): Bishop,  I  would  like  to 
amend  the  minority  report  by  changing 
the  word  we  (after  although)  to  "al- 
though most  do  not  condone  the  prac- 
tice of  homosexuality."  If  I  have  a 
second  I'd  like  to  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  It  is  seconded 
and  you  may  speak. 

DAUGHERTY:  Earlier  we  tried  to 
amend  that  with  many  and  it's  obvious 
that  most  of  the  body  found  that  that 
was  an  inaccurate  word  to  describe 
where  we  are.  The  votes  which  we  have 
taken  on  every  vote  related  to  this  issue 
indicates  very  clearly  that  most  of  our 
church  does  not  condone.  Most  is  an  ac- 
curate word  where  we  are  as  a  church.  I 
will  wait  to  see  if  we  have  the  integrity 
to  place  in  the  Discipline  words  which 
reflect  where  we  surely  are  as  a  church. 
Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  that  is 
a  speech  for  the  amendment,  as  it  has 
been  made.  Is  there  someone  who 
wishes  to  speak  on  the  opposite  side. 


Yes,  here  is  a  card,  the  pink  card.  You 
may  go  to  mike  4. 

"We"  Is  the  Mind  of  the  Church 

LEICESTER   R.    LONGDON    (West 
Michigan):  In  the  discussion  we  had  in 
the  Faith — 1  want  to  speak  against  the 
amendment.  In  the  discussion  we  had 
in  the  Faith  and  Order  Committee,  one 
of  the  arguments  that  came  out  there 
was  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
about  what  it  means  to  speak  about  the 
mind  of  the  church  and  the  church's 
teaching.  The  distinction  that  came  out 
there  was  that  there  is  such  a  thing  a  so- 
ciological mind  of  the  church,  which 
means  all  the  different  opinions  that 
you    can    add    up.    But    there's    an 
ecclesiological  traditional  church  sense 
of  the  mind  of  the  church,  which  means 
that  mind  which  continues  across  the 
ages  which  includes  the  saints  and  mar- 
tyrs who  died  for  the  faith  who  gave  it 
to  us.  That  is  the  faith  that  many  of  us 
think  is  being  spoken  here  when  we 
talk   about  Christian   teaching.   Now 
some  people  here  feel  they're  being  left 
out.  They  want  to  say  some  Christians 
don't  think  this  is  incompatible.  Well, 
some  don't  but  they  do  not  speak  the 
whole  mind  of  the  church  and  I  think  by 
including  this  what  we  would  do,  we 
would  institutionalize  a  difference  that 
overlooks  what  it  means  to  talk  about 
the  established   settled  mind   of  the 
church.    Prophets    may    speak,    but 
prophets  may  be  tested.  And  that's  part 
of  what  we're  doing  here  and  it's  gonna 
take  us  awhile  to  do  that. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON;  All  right,  that's 
a  speech  against.  We've  had  a  speech 
for,  a  speech  against.  The  amendment  is 
before  us.  Here  is  a  green  card  in  this 
section.  You're  invited  to  go  to  mike  4. 
DEBORAH  PITNEY  (Oregon-Idaho): 
Two  years  ago  my  daughter  went  to  the 
fair.  The  mind  of  the  Baptist  Church 
told  her  she  was  going  to  hell  because 
she  didn't  agree.  I  don't  want  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  tell  my 
daughter  that  she  is  going  to  hell  be- 
cause she  cannot  agree  with  this  state- 
ment. I  speak  in  favor  of  an  amendment 
that  allows  room  for  us  all. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  is 
there  anyone  else  wishing  to  speak?  We 
are  able  to  have  a  speech  against.  Other- 
wise, if  there  is  no  one  who  desires  to 
speak,  and  we  don't  need  to  do  that  of 
course.  We  have  to  give  you  the  oppor- 
tunity for  that.  Yes,  here  is  a  card,  the 
pink  card.  Please  go  to  mike  1 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  If  you  are  going 
to  make  either  an  inquiry  or  to  speak 
against  the  amendment. 

RAUL  GARCIA  DE  OCHOA  (Mex- 
ico): To  speak  against  the  amendment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Are  you  speak- 
ing against  the  amendment? 

CARCIA:  Yes  sir. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you,  will 
you  proceed. 

CARCIA:  I  understand  The  Book  of 
Discipline  is  not  a  book  of  opinions  or  a 
book  for  exceptions  for  then  we  would 
have  the  need  to  include  a  huge  variety 
of  viewpoints.  Vie  Book  of  Discipline  is 
the  book  that  clarifies  and  says  what  the 
church  stands  for  as  a  whole.  Thank 
you. 

"Most"  Defeated  In  Favor  of  "We" 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  I'm 
going  to  put  the  vote  to  you.  The 
Daugherty  Amendment  is  before  us 
which  would  ii\sert  the  word  most  so 
that  we  would  have  it  read  "although 
most  do  not"  replaces  the  word  we.  I  be- 
lieve we  are  clear  on  that.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  The  amend- 
ment fails,  /Yes,  361;  No,  565]. 

We're  back  on  the  Minority  Report 
now.  The  Minority  Report  asking  us  to 
insert  the  word  some,  you  have  it  in 
front  of  you.  I  think  we're  ready  to  vote, 
so  we'll  proceed  to  the  vote.  If  you  will 
now  vote  when  the  light  appears.  I'm 
sorry,  yes.  Of  course.  My  apologies, 
you  do  have  that  opportunity  to  speak. 
I  also  will  acknowledge  the  chair's  op- 
portunity to  speak. 

STEVE  FRANTZ  (Oregon-Idaho):  It's 
pretty  clear  you're  not  going  to  vote  for 
it,  although,  it  is  indeed  something  that 
you  all  believe.  Everybody  here  be- 
lieves that  the  practice  of  homosexual- 
ity is  incompatible  with  some  Christian 
teaching.  We  can  all  say  that  with  integ- 
rity and  truth.  I'm  not  asking  you  to 
compromise,  I'm  not  asking  you  to  go 
against  your  belief  or  conscience,  I'm 
merely  asking  you  to  say  that  it  is  in- 
deed a  fact  that  we  are  here.  That  we  are 
Christians,  and  we  have  a  place  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  I'd  urge  you 
to  affirm  strongly,  that  we  are  a  part  of 
the  church  and  we  belong  here.  Please 
press  1 . 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  we'll 
turn  to  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

ROBERT  HAYES  (Texas):  I  simply 
ask  that  you  maintain  the  original  lan- 
guage at  its  clearest  and  most  succinct 
form. 
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BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Now  1  believe 
we  are  ready  to  vote.  Will  you  please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  The  Mi- 
noritv  Report  is  defeated,  lYes,  559;  No, 
3871.' 

FRANTZ:  You've  made  it  clear  that  I 
don't  belong  in  this  church. 

Conference  Retains  Language 
Not  Condoning  Homosexuality 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  We  turn  now  to 
the  Majority  Report,  which  is  the  calen- 
dar 11 86, 1  believe  that  we  are  ready  to 
vote.  That  is  before  us.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  apn 
proved  Calendar  Item  1186,  [Yes,  612; 
No285].  We  turn  back  to  the  committee 


now. 


HAYES:  Thank  you  Bishop.  The  next 
report  is  also  on  p.  2134,  it  is  calendar 
item  1 184,  p.  523  in  the  Adwnce  DCA.  It 
is  Petition  30146,  calendar  item  1184.  It 
simply  seeks  to  remove  the  language 
excluding  practicing  homosexuals 
from  ordination  in  paragraph  304.3  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline.  It  seeks  to  remove 
the  language  excluding  practicing  ho- 
mosexuals from  ordination  in  para- 
graph 304.3  of  The  Book  of  Discipline  and 
the  committee  recommends  noncon- 
currence  with  this  petition  in  light  of 
the  language  that's  there  and  we  would 
want  you  to  sustain  it. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  it's 
the  recommendation  for  noncurrence.  I 
think  we  are  ready  to  vote.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You've  sus- 
tained the  committee  recommendation, 
for  nonconcurrence,  [Yes,  650;  No,  285]. 

HAYES:  We  have  just  a  few  other  pe- 
titions if  Scott  Jones,  the  vice-chair  will 
lead  us  through  those. 

Families  and  Churches  Implored 
Not  to  Reject  Gays  and  Lesbians 

SCOTT  J.  JONES  (North  Texas): 
Bishop,  as  a  matter  of  information  for 
the  body  before  we  turn  to  the  first  cal- 
endar item  for  action,  let  me  ask  the 
body  to  turn  to  p.  2042.  This  is  a  matter 
of  information  only  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  something  to  an  action  that  was 
taken  by  the  Legislative  Committee 
and  placed  on  a  consent  calendar  that 
was  approved.  That's  p.  2042.  I'm  call- 
ing your  attention  to  calendar  item  709, 
which  amends  paragraph  65g  by  add- 
ing these  words:  "We  implore  families 
and  churches  not  to  reject  or  condemn 
their  lesbian  and  gay  members  and 
friends."  That's  a  matter  for  informa- 
tion only,  the  conference  has  already 
acted  on  that. 


"Full  Ministry  of  Church" 
Rejected  as  Vague  and  Ambiguous 

Our  first  calendar  item  is  on  p.  2092,  if 
is  Calendar  Item  1187.  That's  2092, 
Calendar  Item  1187.  This  refers  to  your 
Adwnce  DCA  p.  498.  The  Petition  no.  is 
30693.  The  committee  recommends 
nonconcurrence.  The  original  petition 
sought  to  place  these  words  in  para- 
graph 65g  of  the  Social  Principles.  "We 
affirm  that  all  persons  are  entitled  to 
participate  in  the  full  ministry  of  the 
Church  and  to  receive  pastoral  care  re- 
gardless of  sexual  orientation."  It  was 
the  Committee's  judgment  that  the  sec- 
tion of  this  about  pastoral  care  is  al- 
ready taken  care  of  elsewhere  and  that 
the  words  full  ministry  were  vague  and 
ambiguous  and,  therefore,  we  recom- 
mended nonconcurrence  with  the  peti- 
tion. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  it  is 
before  us.  The  recommendation  is  non- 
concurrence.  I  believe  the  body  is  ready 
to  vote.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. You  have  supported  the  commit- 
tee, for  nonconcurrence,  (Yes,  669;  No, 
254j.  All  right. 

JONES:  We  are  still  on  page  2092.  The 
Calendar  Item  is  1 188.  It  refers  to  a  page 
in  your  Advance  DCA,  no.  495.  The  Peti- 
tion is  3005.  Our  committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence.  The  original 
petition  is  addressed  to  paragraph  65F 
in  the  Social  Principles,  the  last  section 
of  the  last  line  of  the  section  on  women 
and  men.  The  petition  proposes  to  re- 
place the  word  "sex"  with  "gender." 
The  committee's  rationale  is  that  the 
meaning  of  this  change  would  be  am- 
biguous. We  are  not  sure  what  the  im- 
plications were  and  therefore  we  voted 
nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  It  is  before  us. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  app>ears. 
lYes,  690;  No,  237}  You  have  sustained 
the  committee  for  nonconcurrence.  All 
right. 

JONES:  On  the  next  page,  at  the  top  of 
the  page,  that's  page  2093  now.  The  pe- 
tition, the  Calendar  Item  is  1189.  It  re- 
fers to  Advance  DCA  page  1283.  The 
petition  no.  is  30007.  The  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence.  This  {pe- 
tition changes  the  word  sex  to  gender  in 
another  paragraph  of  the  Social  Princi- 
ples. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  it  is 
before  us.  I  think  you  are  ready  to  vote. 
If  you  would  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  lYes,  690;  No,  235]  You  have 
sustained  the  committee  's  recommen- 


dation of  nonconcurrence.  You  may 
precede. 

JONES:  Bishop,  the  next  calendar 
item  is  on  page  2134.  It  is  Calendar  Item 
1190.  It  refers  to  page  1280  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA.  The  Petition  No.  is  30725. 
The  committee's  recommendation  is 
concurrence  as  amended. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right 

Report  on  Higher  Education 

Identical  Petition  on  Clergy 

Performing  Same-Sex  Unions  Allegded 

JONES:  The  substance  of  what  the 
concurrence  as  amended  would  do  is 
not  delete  the  word  about  same  sex  un- 
ions from  the  Social  Principles;  those 
would  remain  as  they  are.  But  to  repeat 
those  same  words  in  paragraph  331  in 
the  section  entitled,  "Responsibilities 
and  Duties  of  a  Pastor."  This  is  the  peti- 
tion. Bishop,  that  was  referred  to  ear- 
lier, because  there  is  another  calendar 
item  on  page  2093,  Calendar  Item  1200, 
reported  out  of  the  Higher  Education 
legislative  committee.  The  wording  is 
the  same.  The  two  different  petitions 
came  from  two  different  annual  confer- 
ences that  proposed  the  same  wording. 
But  the  petition  that  I'm  offering  you 
would  place  it  in  331  under  responsibil- 
ities and  duties  of  a  pastor. 

The  petition  from  the  Higher  Educa- 
tion legislative  committee  puts  the 
same  words  in  a  section  called  "Special 
Provisions"  in  paragraph  332.  I  have 
consulted  with  the  chair  of  the  Higher 
Education  Legislative  Committee.  It's 
our  judgment  that  the  force  of  the  place- 
ment is  identical.  There  is  no  practical 
difference,  although  the  body  may  pre- 
fer the  ordering  of  one  or  the  other  be- 
cause it  would  make  more  sense.  But 
the  actual  import  and  practical  mean- 
ing of  what  this  would  do  in  the  life  of 
our  church  is  the  same.  The  rationale  is, 
from  our  committee,  that  the  full  matter 
of  whether  or  not  pastors  would  do 
same  sex  unions  most  appropriately  be- 
longs in  the  331  to  332  area  and  not  in 
the  Social  Principles.  And  this  is  in  ef- 
fort to  make  sure  that  it  is  dealt  with  in 
the  proper  place. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  now 
is  there  a  minority  report?  Thank  you. 
We  will  hear  from  the  minority  report. 

Fear  of  Church  Trials  Claimed  as  Reason 
for  Language  Change 

PERCELL:  Bishop,  I  have  an  acute 
sense  of  deja  m.  And  I  realize  that  we 
have  acted  on  this  before.  I  do,  how- 
ever, want  to  move  the  amendment  that 
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the  word  "shall,"  in  each  case,  should 
be  replaced  with  the  word  "should."  1 
want  to  say  that  I  hesitate  to  think  of  the 
disruption,  the  destruction  that  will 
happen  in  our  church  if  we  go  down  the 
route  of  church  trials.  And  1  beg  you,  I 
beg  you  to  support  the  amendment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  the 
minority  amendment  is  before  us.  As 
you've  indicated,  we  have  addressed 
this  matter  on  a  previous  occasion  in 
another  relationship  in  placement  in 
the  Discipline.  All  right,  there's  a  card,  a 
yellow  card.  Please  go  to  mike  6. 

TIMOTHY  RISS  (New  York)  Bishop, 
I  am  wondering  what  happens  to  the 
minority  report  from  the  other  calendar 
item. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  the  plan 
will  be,  since  we  are  dealing  with  differ- 
ent locations  in  the  Discipline,  that  we 
are  going  to  let  the  process  unfold  in  the 
way  that  it  is  numbered.  We  will  ad- 
dress this  matter-when  we  have  ad- 
dressed this  matter  and  finished  up 
with  a  Faith  and  Order  Commission.  I 
am  going  to  turn  to  the  minority  report 
and  majority  report  on  Calendar  Item 
1200  on  page  2093  and  the  ministry  mo- 
tion was  laid  along  on  the  table  along 
with  the  rest  of  that  report.  We'll  bring 
it  off  the  table  if  there  is  a  motion  to  that 
effect.  And  then  we'll  proceed  to  act 
upon  it.  Now  we  are  back  on  the  minor- 
ity report.  All  right,  the  minority  report 
is  before  us.  1  think  we  are  ready  to  vote, 
and  you  will  note  the  substance  of  the 
minority  report.  If  you  support  the  mi- 
nority report  or  if  you  vote  against  the 
minority  report,  either  one,  the  point 
being  vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes, 
338;  No,  580]  All  right,  the  minority  re- 
port is  not  supported.  We  are  back  on 
the  main  motion  and  my  sense  is.. all 
right,  yes,  we  have  a  card  in  the  back. 
Please  go,  the  pink  card,  to  mike  5. 

AL  W.  G WINN  (Kentucky):  Bishop . . . 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'm  sorry,  I  be- 
lieve 1  recognized  the  person,  well,  you 
had  a  pink  card  awhile  ago.  How  did 
you  do  that?  Oh,  1  see.  (Laughter)  Well, 
I'm  learning  something  here.  Let  me  en- 
courage you  to  stay  with  the  side  that 
you  started  on,  all  right.  Of  the  card, 
that  is.  All  right,  you're  in  order. 

FRANK  L.  DORSEY  (Kansas  East): 
As  I  understand  what  we're,  what  we 
have  before  us,  it  says  do  not  delete  the 
words  from  65C,  but  add  the  words 
"also"  to  331.10.  And  I  would  like  to 
make  an  amendment  for  this. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Proceed. 


Motion  to  Move  Prohibition 
from  Social  Principles  to  Discipline 

DORSEY:  1  would  simply  move  to  de- 
lete from  the  Social  Principles  the 
words  in  65C  and  then  send  those 
words  to  331.10. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  that 
amendment  is  before  us.  Do  you  want 
to  speak  to  it  other  than  what  you've 
just  said. 

DORSEY:  Yes.  I  just  have  an  awful  lot 
of  problem,  and  it  just  makes  common 
sense  to  move  it  to  one  place  or  the 
other,  and  this  motion  simply  puts  it  to 
where  it  should  have  been  in  the  first 
place.  1  know  at  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence, 1  tried  and  tried  to  get  the  floor  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  was 
very  spurious  indeed  to  put  it  there.  It 
simply  followed  a  political  strategy  that 
1  did  not  agree  with.  And  I  think  we 
have  to  move  it  to  the  rightful  place  and 
I  don't  believe  that  it's  proper  for  it  to  be 
in  two  places. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you  very  much.  We  have  an  orange 
card  in  the  very  back.  Go  to  mike  no.  8, 
please.  (Pause)  We've  had  one  speech 
for  the  amendment. 

BEN  R.  ALFORD  (Tennessee):  Bishop, 
I  cannot  find  331.10  in  the  Discipline. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  We'll  turn  to 
the  Chair  of  the  committee. 

JONES:  Bishop,  we  reported  out  the 
petition  as  it  came  originally.  The  peti- 
tion is  very  clear  that  what  it  refers  to  is 
the  paragraph  under  the  responsibili- 
ties and  duties  of  a  pastor.  331  is  the 
right  number.  It  would  probably  create 
a  331 .10,  which  does  not  currently  exist. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
They're  anticipating  the  editorial  revi- 
sion should  the  petition  be  passed.  I  be- 
lieve that  is  the  answer.  The  Dorsey 
amendment  is  before  us.  We've  had  one 
speech  for.  We  have  in  the  very  back 
and  closer  to  mike  no.  8.  No,  all  right, 
maybe  somebody's  helping  you  to  get 
attention  there.  All  right. 

Where  In  the  Discipline  to 
Place  Prohibition  Debated 

KATHARINE  W.  LEHMAN  (North 
Indiana):  Bishop,  I  believe  there  is  no 
331 .9  and  I  would  suggest  that  the  com- 
mittee may  be  looking  at  331 .1  and  to  ei- 
ther put  it  in  a  subsection  of  .1  or  adding 
a  new  subsection  called  "R." 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Now 
let  the  Chair  just  note  that  we  have  a 
committee  on  editorial  correlation  and 


revision.  They'll  handle  all  the  number- 
ing of  the  discipline  and  the  legislation 
that  we  enact  will  be  placed  appropri- 
ately. I  believe  we're  at  least  agreed  it's 
on  331.  We  have  a  green  card  here.  I'll 
treat  that  as  a  inquiry  or  comment  and 
not  a  speech  on  either  way.  We've  had 
one  speech  for  the  amendment.  Do  you 
wish  to  speak  for  or  against?  Mike  4. 

CHARLES  D.  "DENNY"  WHITE,  JR. 
(Western  North  Carolina):  Bishop  Solo- 
mon, I  would  like  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  please,  sir. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You're  in  or- 
der. 

WHITE:  I  believe,  sir,  that  this  will 
care  for  the  concern  that  arises  in  the,  or 
arose,  in  the  committee  on  Higher  Edu- 
cation and  Ministry  as  to  where  exactly 
is  the  best  place  to  put  these  words,  as- 
suming that  now  we're  going  to  put 
them  somewhere. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  all  right, 
let's  hear  your  amendment. 

WHITE:  The  amendment  would  be  to 
essentially  incorporate  what  is  in  the 
Calendar  Item  from  Higher  Education 
and  that  is  that  these  words  not  be 
placed  in  331,  but  rather  in  332  where 
they  would  become  .6  and  if  I  might 
have  a  second  to  that  I  would  be  glad  to 
explain. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  No,  I,  the  Chair 
needs  to  note  that  what  you  are  doing  is 
simply  making  a  speech  against  the 
passing  of  this,  if  I  understand  it,  or  are 
you  suggesting  they  be  moved  to  an- 
other location? 

WHITE:  I'm  suggesting,  sir,  that  it  be 
moved  to  another  location.  It  would  be 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  by 
Mr.  Dorsey. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I  understand. 
Would  you  give  us  the  indication  as  to 
where  you're  going  to  be  moving  it? 

WHITE:  Yes,  sir,  I  thought  I  did. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Say  it  again.  I'll 
try  to  be  more  on  board. 

WHITE:  Okay,  thank  you,  thank  you, 
sir.  To  Paragraph  332  where  it  would 
become  .6  and  if  I  might  have  a  second  I 
would  be  glad  to  explain. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Ex- 
cuse me. 

JONES:  Bishop? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

JONES:  Bishop,  on  behalf  of  the  Leg- 
islative Committee  I  will  accept  that  as 
a  friendly  amendment. 
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BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  The 
Legislative  Committee  is  willing.  Now, 
this  is  owned  by  the  house,  so  is  there 
objection  in  the  house  to  the  Legislative 
Committee  accepting  this  as  a  friendly 
amendment  to  the  Dorsey  amend- 
ment? That's  where  we  are  right  now 
and  I'm  not  sure  you  can  accept  an 
amendment  for  the  Dorsey  Amend- 
ment. 

JONES:  No,  sir,  I  apologize.  I  was 

»       wrong. 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Well, 
we're  going  to  try.  All  right. 

Positive  or  Negative  Language  Debated 

WHITE:  Bishop,  may,  may  I  make 
just  one  quick  obser\'ation?  The  lan- 
guage in  331  is  all  stated  positively.  The 
pastor  is  to  do  this  and  to  do  that  and  to 
do  this  other  thing.  The  special  provi- 
sions in  332  are,  if  not  negatively 
worded,  at  least  some  of  them  are  that 
way  and  a  prohibitive  kind  of  state- 
ment seems  much  more  appropriate  in 
332  than  amongst  the  positive  admoni- 
tions of  331  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I 
propKJse  this  relocation  of  it. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you.  There  is  a  card  at  mike  no.  5. 

DON  MESSER  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Bishop  Solomon,  is  this  not  supplant- 
ing the  Minority — and  Majority — Re- 
port of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
by  acting  on  it  before  we've  had  an  opn 
p)ortunity? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  we  dis- 
cussed earlier  the  reality  that  the  se- 
quence in  which  things  come  before  us 
requires  us  to  take  action  in  relation- 
ship to  the  sequence.  And  I'm  going  to 
ha  ve  to  hold  to  the  sequence  that  we  are 
in  right  now. 

MESSER:  But  we  would  still  have  an 
opportunity  to  present? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes.  I'm  not  go- 
ing to  deny  that  opportunity  at  all.  The 
amendment  before  us — we've  had  one 
sf)eech  for  placement  in  332.  I  believe 
the  body  is  ready  to  vote.  This  is  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment.  If  you 
will  now  vote  I'm  sorry.  Yes?  What  is 
it?  Is  this  a  speech  for  or  against?  It  is  a 
question. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  If  we 
vote  for  this,  will  it  eliminate  the  possi- 
bility of  the  motion  that  would  remove 
It  from  the  Social  Principles? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  My  under- 
standing is  that  if  you  vote  for  this,  you 
are  voting  for  placement  in  332,  and  this 
is  amending  the  Dorsey  amendment. 


which  called  for  it  to  be  removed  from 
the  Social  Principles.  This  is  an  amend- 
ment that  relates  to  placement  only. 
The  understanding  of  the  chair  is  if  you 
vote  this,  then  it  will  become  attached 
to  the  Dorsey  amendment,  and  then  we 
will  proceed  to  address  the  Dorsey 
amendment. 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  Sir,  we 
would  still  have  the  opportunity  to 
move  it  out  of  the  Social  Principles'? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  sir. 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  Thank 
you. 

Discipline  f332 
Selected  as  Site  for  Prohibition 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You're  wel- 
come. I  think  we're  ready  to  vote.  The 
amendment  to  the  amendment  is  be- 
fore us.  Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. You  have  approved  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  by  /Yes, 
587;  No,  3261.  It  comes  attached  to  the 
Dorsey  amendment.  The  Chair  would 
understand  that  the  Dorsey  amend- 
ment recommends  that  we  delete  this 
passage  from  the  Social  Principles  and 
locate  it  now  in  the  332.6, 1  believe  it  is, 
or  somewhere  like  that.  It'll  be  picked 
up  on  editorial  revision.  That  becomes 
a  part  of  the  Dorsey  amendment.  We've 
had  one  speech  for.  Is  there  anyone 
who  wants  to  sp)eak  against?  All  right.  I 
think  the  house  is  ready  to  proceed.  I'll 
have  to  give  you  the  opportunity.  Do 
you  want  to  speak  for?  Well,  hearing  no 
sp)eeches  against,  1  must  accord  you 
that  opfwrtunity.  Please  go  to  mike  6. 

JANET  E.  STEPHENSON  (Iowa):  I 
rise  to  support  the  Dorsey  amendment. 
TTie  Discipline  is  confusing  and  un- 
wieldy enough  without  putting  the 
same  statement  in  two  different  sec- 
tior\s.  So  please  support  the  amend- 
ment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you.  I  believe  we  are  ready  to 
vote.  It  is  before  us.  I'll  turn  to  the  chair 
of  the  committee  for  any  comments  that 
you  wish  to  make. 

JONES:  While  this  nwtter  was  dis- 
cussed in  the  legislative  subcommittee, 
it  was  not  discussed  in  the  whole  com- 
mittee, and  so  I  must  urge  you  to  sup- 
port the  committee. 

Conference  Moves  PrMbition  of  Clergy 

Officiation  at  Same-sex  Unions 

to  Discipline 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Now 
the  Dorsey  amendment  is  before  us.  We 


understand  what  we're  voting  on,  I 
believe.  So  please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  The  Dorsey  amendment  is 
supported  IYes,517;No,  405].  It  now  be- 
comes a  part  of  the  main  motion  of  the 
calendar  item  that  is  before  us.  Calen- 
dar Item  1190.  1  believe  the  House  is 
ready  to  vote.  Would  you  please  vote 
when  the  light  app)ears?  (Yes,  670;  No, 
2221  And  you  have  supported  this 
amended  report  of  the  committee.  We 
turn  back  now  to  the  presenter. 

Conference  Votes  for  Continuing  Dia- 
logue on  Church  and  Homosexuality 

JONES:  I  thiiJc  the  tragic  events  of  to- 
day indicate  to  all  of  us  that  we  need  to 
figure  out  a  way  to  continue  the  dia- 
logue on  these  matters.  I  invite  you  turn 
to  p.  2157,  Calendar  Item  1374.  This  is 
referring  to  p.  554,  Petition  31 708,  about 
The  General  Conrunission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
sponsoring  a  series  of  dialogues  in  the 
next  quadrennium  on  homosexuality 
and  church  unity.  Let  me  also  flag  the 
body,  God-willing  and  the  agenda  run- 
ning smoothly,  1  will  be  back  this  after- 
noon with  another  proposal  for  a 
Committee  on  Faith  and  Order  that  will 
be  another  way  we  continue  talking 
about  our  doctrine  and  theology  to- 
gether. But  that's  not  before  you  yet, 
that's  just  another  way  of  indicating  a 
proposal.  These  were  two  proposals 
about  how  we  talk  together  that  are  go- 
ing to  come.  This  petition  suggests  that 
modeling  on  the  commission's  previ- 
ous work;  that  the  commission  consult 
with  the  Council  of  Bishops;  that  it 
would  forego  developing  legislative 
changes  on  this  matter,  and  that  it 
would  find  ways  of  helping  the  whole 
church  continue  the  dialogue.  We  think 
this  is  a  very  timely  and  crucial  matter 
to  help  us  move  forward  on  these  is- 
sues. We  urge  your  concurrence  with  it. 
There  are  no  financial  implications  be- 
cause the  General  Commission  indi- 
cates that  it  can  do  it  within  its  current 
budget  and  normal  procedures  of  sp)e- 
cial  grants  from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  It's 
before  us.  I  believe  you've  already  indi- 
cated you're  ready  to  vote.  The  commit- 
tee's recommendation  is  concurrence. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  It  is 
supported  (Yes,  766;  No,  1721 

HAYES:  Bishop,  that  concludes  the 
Faith  and  Order  legislation  for  today.  I 
want  to  thank  the  house  very  much. 
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BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  We 
thank  you  very  much. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Is  there  a  mo- 
tion from  the  body  to  remove  from  the 
table  Calendar  Item  No.  1200,  p.  2093? 
That  includes  the  Minority  Report  pre- 
sented by  Don  Messer.  Would  you  go  to 
a  mike  and  state  your  name?  If  you're 
moving  such  .  .  . 

KERMIT  L.  BRASWELL  (North 
Carolina):  So  moved. 

Majority  Report  on  "Should"  or  "Shall" 
Returned  from  the  Table 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  It  is  moved.  Is  it 
seconded?  It  is  not  debatable.  If  you 
would  approve,  would  you  vote  when 
the  light  appears?  Or  if  you  disapprove, 
you  can  also  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  71V,  No,  148]  You  have  ap- 
proved taking  this  item  from  the  table. 
The  Minority  Report — I  believe  the 
summary  of  where  we  were  when  this 
was  put  on  the  table-is  that  the  main 
motion  was  placed  before  us,  and  there 
were  no  speeches  for  or  against.  There 
was  an  amendment  that  we — I'm  not 
clear.  I  believe  the  amendment  was  to 
the  main  motion.  I'll  have  to  have  some 
clarity  from  the  secretary's  table  on 
that.  And  then  we  had  the  Minority  Re- 
port. I  believe  1  need  to  turn  to  LaVon 
Wilson,  the  chair  of  that  committee,  so 
she  can  guide  us  in  terms  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  and  any  amendments 
that  we  may  need  to  perfect  to  that, 
prior  to  moving  to  Don  Messer  and  the 
Minority  Report.  We'll  look  for  your 
guidance. 

Yes,  if  you'll  go  to  mike  8  and  state 
your  point  of  order. 

PORTER  J.  WOMELDORFF;  (Illinois 
Great  Rivers):  I  may  be  losing  my  eye- 
sight, but  it  appears  that  we  have  an 
item,  1200  on  2093,  which  was  just  an- 
nounced, and  another  item,  1200  on 
2135. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'll  turn  to  the 
secretary  for  clarification.  In  the  inter- 
est of  time,  while  we're  discerning  what 
may  need  to  be  harmonized  here,  I'm 
going  to — and  please  know,  I'll  get 
back  to  you  with  your  answer.  I'm  go- 
ing to  turn  to  La  Von  Wilson — Delegate 
Wilson — who  will  lead  us  in  this  time 
of  presentation. 

].  LA  VON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  I  believe.  Bishop,  that  when  this 
was  tabled  last  evening.  We  had  brought 
the  majority  report  and,  at  the  time,  the 
minority  report-was  given-was  at  the 


time  of  the  table.  And,  and  the  reason 
was  that  they  wanted  to  have  everything 
before  us.  So  if,  if  Don  Messer  can  speak 
to  his  minority  report. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  if  you 
will  just  assist  the  chair  at  this  point  on 
notes  that  have  provided  me,  there  is  an 
indication  that  there  is  a  Percell  amend- 
ment that  is  attached  to  the  main  mo- 
tion. Is  that  the  case? 
WILSON:  That  is  the  case. 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  And  if  so,  what 
is  that  amendment,  please? 

WILSON:  The  amendment  to  the 
main  motion  was  to  change  shall  to 
should  in  those  two  places. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  and 
we  have  not  voted  on  that  of  course,  be- 
cause that  is  an  amendment  that  we're 
perfecting.  Now,  my  understanding  is 
that  we  then  moved  because  there  were 
no,  well  there  should  have  been  at  least 
one  speech  for  because  it  was  an 
amendment,  but  none  against.  And 
that  means  we  have  then,  we  need  to 
have  the  presentation  of  the  minority 
report,  then  we'll  come  back  to  the 
amendment.  All  right.  We'll  turn  to 
Don  Messer  for  the  presentation  of  the 
minority  report.  And  will  you  guide  us 
again  to  the  correct  location  to  where 
this  language  is  clearly  before  us? 

DON  MESSER:  You  have  two  choices 
actually.  Bishop.  That's  why  there  is 
some  confusion.  Page  2093  or  2135. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  let  me  ask 
you  this,  Don.  Which  one  are  you  going 
to  be  working  off  of?  And  that's  the  one 
I  want  to  be  on. 

MESSER:  I  believe  I'm  working  off 
2135.  It's  simply  a  misspelling  that  was 
corrected.  It  should  have  said  "nor"  in- 
stead of  "not."  It  should  read  "Cere- 
monies that  celebrate  homosexual 
unions  shall  not  be  required  of  our  min- 
isters, nor  be  conducted  in  our 
churches." 

BISHOP  SOLOMON :  And  your  p.  no. 
is  2135.  Is  that  the  case? 
MESSER:  I  believe  thaf  s  correct. 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  And  the  num- 
ber— 
MESSER:  Item  1200. 
BISHOP     SOLOMON:     All     right. 
Thank  you.  You've  helped  me  and  I  ap- 
preciate your  help.  You  may  proceed  to 
present  the  minority  report. 

MESSER:  Friends  in  Christ,  much  has 
happened  since  I  last  stood  at  this  plat- 
form to  address  you.  Our  hearts  are 


heavy.  I  take  hope  in  the  dialogue  that 
we  just  approved  of,  sponsored  for  the 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity,  be- 
cause we  know  we  are  a  divided 
church,  whether  we  admit  so  or  not,  we 
know  it.  Also  I  take  hope  in  the  action 
the  Faith  and  Order  did  that  told  us  to 
insert  into  the  Social  Principles  those 
words-that  we  are  advised  not  to  reject 
our  gay  and  lesbian  friends  and  broth- 
ers, either  personally  or  our  churches 
should  reject.  I  take  hope  in  that  legisla- 
tion that  we  just  adopted. 

Therefore,  I  would  urge  us  to  adopt 
the  minority  report,  because  here  we 
will  affirm  profoundly,  number  one, 
the  sacred  worth  and  value  of  all  God's 
people.  Secondly,  we  will  have  reestab- 
lished the  historic  and  theological  un- 
derstanding of  the  clergy  and  their  role 
in  our  church.  We  will,  third,  have 
found  a  way  out  of  the  jungle,  an  ex- 
pense and  morass  and  resulting  hateful 
publicity  and  so  forth  that  might  result 
in  the  days  ahead. 

If  we  would  adopt  this  legislation, 
which  simply  and  clearly  states,  "Cere- 
monies that  celebrate  homosexual  un- 
ions shall  not  be  required  of  our 
ministers  nor  be  conducted  in  our 
churches  without  the  permission  of  the 
pastor  in  charge."  I  have  never  con- 
ducted such  a  service,  nor  attended 
one.  But  I  believe,  as  Bishop  Tuell  said, 
"We  must  not  defrock  the  women  and 
men  called  of  God  to  serve  when  they 
are  seeking  to  fulfill  their  calling."  And 
I  believe  in  the  new  dimension  of  our 
Social  Principles,  which  we  just 
adopted  a  few  minutes  ago,  that  we  will 
not  in  our  ministry  or  in  our 
personhood  reject  our  lesbian  and  gay 
brothers. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

MESSER:  We  are  a  family  divided. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  We  need  to 
end. 

MESSER:  We  are  a  family  in  love. 
Please  support  this  minority  report. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  The  minority 
report  is  before  us.  There  is  an  orange 
card  in  the  very  back.  Will  you  go  to 
mike  8  please? 

BEVERLY  L.  WILKES  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Bishop,  I  would  like  to  try  an 
amendment  to  the  minority  report,  if 
that  is  in  order. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You're  in  or- 
der. 
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Proposed  Amendment  Could  Allow 

Charge  Conference  a  Say  in  Same-sex 

Union  Celebration 

WILKES:  The  amendment  would 
read  as  such.  Where  you  have  the  pe- 
riod, we  would  strike  the  period,  and  it 
would  contmue  to  read,  "And  where 
two-thirds  of  the  voting  members  pres- 
ent at  a  duly  called  Charged  Confer- 
ence decides  that  offering  this  ministry 
is  necessary  to  fulfill  its  mission  in  the 
context  of  its  Faith  community."  If  1 
could  get  a  second,  I'd  like  to  speak  to 
that. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  ifs  sec- 
onded. You  may  speak  to  it. 

WILKES:  Bishop,  for  the  last  however 
long  hours  we  have  been  in  anguish,  we 
are  a  divided  house.  And  there  have 
been  consistently  three  hundred  voting 
one  way,  and  six  hundred  voting  the 
other.  In  1212  in  our  Discipline,  we  give 
local  churches  and  pastors  the  author- 
ity to  respond  to  its  context  of  ministry. 
My  context  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  is 
not  the  same  context  as  may  be  present 
at  Glide  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church.  Therefore,  what  I  am  asking  of 
this  body  is  that  we  consider  that  it  may 
well  be  wiser  for  us  to  give  this  issue  an 
opportunity  to  be  lived  out  in  the  local 
churches  where  the  pjeople  back  home, 
wrestling  with  their  pastors,  can  decide 
for  themselves  the  extent  and  breadth 
and  depth  of  their  ministry  with  the 
community  in  which  God  has  called 
them  to  serve.  This  will  not  cause  any  of 
us  delegates — 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

WILKES:  — to  vote  against  our  con- 
science. If  you  adopt  this  amendment — 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

WILKES:  — you  would  be  affirming 
our  conviction — 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Please  sum  up. 

WILKES:  — that  there  is  no  religion 
but  social  religion,  and  no  holiness  but 
social  holiness. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

WILKES:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 
There  is  a  card  here.  That  is  the  pink 
card.  Please  go  to  mike  4.  We're  on  the 
Wilkes  amendment.  There's  one  speech 
for. 

Claim  Amendment  Would  Fight 
Connection  and  Be  "Congregational" 

B.  WILEY  STEPHENS  (North  Geor- 
gia): I  rise  to  speak  against  the  amend- 


ment and  the  amendment  that  it's 
amended  to.  Both  strike  at  the  heart  of 
the  connectional  church.  Both  would 
make  us  a  congregational  system.  It 
would  make  38,000  charge  conferences 
making  the  decision  that  we  have  spent 
hours  and  years  wrestling  with.  I  com- 
mitted myself  to  the  United  Methodist 
ministry  and  ordination  to  be  in  a 
connectional  church  united,  and  I  urge 
us  to  stay  united.  No,  we  all  don't;  agree 
with  everything  the  church  stands  for, 
but  we  are  part  of  the  body  and  can  be 
faithful  to  the  wisdom  of  the  body  and 
follow  that  wisdom. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you.  I  recognize  a  yellow  card 
over  close  to  mike  5. 

CHARLES  SCHUSTER  (Rocky 
Mountain):  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
amendment.  There's  something  I  think 
we've  been  struggling  to  find.  It's 
something  that  we  had  about  a  week 
ago,  and  the  debate  that  sort  of  brought 
this  thing  forward  had  to  do  with  inter- 
preters for  those  for  whom  English  is 
not  their  first  language.  And  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  was  in  a  position  to 
shut  down  until  we  found  the  interpret- 
ers, which  we  did.  And  I  think  if  that 
wasn't  unanimous,  it  was  close  as 
unanimous  as  it's  been.  One  of  the  ar- 
guments that  was  most  persuasive  was 
something  that  came  in  the  form  of 
these  words,  "Anything  less  than  full 
participation  is  unacceptable."  That's 
what  we're  searching  to  find.  This  peti- 
tion amendment  allows  us  to  find  just  a 
trace  of  it.  I  urge  us  to  accept  it.  Thank 
you,  sir. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  AU  right. 
There' ve  been  two  speeches  for  the 
amendment,  one  against.  Are  there  any 
other  f>ersons?  Yes,  a  green  card  far 
back  on  the  left  side.  Mike  7.  Mike  7, 
please.  Just  a  moment.  We're  having 
some  technical  difficulhes.  Mike  7.  Will 
you  please  go  to  mike  6? 

KARL  K.  STEGALL  (Alabama-West 
Florida):  Our  General  Conference  to- 
day, by  its  previous  action,  has  made  it 
abundantly  clear  what  our  stance 
should  be  on  all  issues  regarding  the 
practice  of  homosexuality.  All  of  us 
have  great  pain  for  those  who  differ 
with  us  on  this  issue.  However,  I  have 
great  pain,  today,  that  a  minority  of  jjer- 
sons  are  continuing  to  bog  down  our 
process  with  all  kinds  of  amendments 
when  it  is  very  evident  that  all  of  these 
amendments  are  going  to  fail  while  we 
have  hundreds  of  petitions  to  act  upon 
before  tomorrow  evening.  I  would  like 


to  say  that  I  think  that  those  who  voted 
in  the  majority  today  have  acted  in 
great  grace,  while  our  reserve  delegates 
have  not  been  able  to  enter  this  floor, 
while  my  wife,  a  nonviolent  f>erson,  has 
been  unable  to  come  down  and  bring 
me  a  message.  We  have  acted  with 
grace  as  we  have  listened  to  those  on 
the  other  side.  But  I  think  it  is  time  for  us 
to  understand  that  with  all  the  pressing 
issues,  we  need  to  move  ahead,  and  I 
earnestly  ask  you  to  defeat  this  minor- 
ity report. 

Charge  Conference  Amendment  Defeated 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  AU  right,  thank 
you .  We  ha  ve  had  two  speeches  for  and 
two  speeches  against  on  the  Wilkes 
amendment.  The  Wilkes  amendment 
would  indicate  that  there  would  be  the 
opportunity  for  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  charge  conference  to  decide 
as  to  the  offering  of  ministry  as  has  been 
indicated.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes.  322;  No,  605}  The  amend- 
ment is  not  supported.  We  are  now 
back  on  the  minority  repnart.  It  is  before 
us.  I  sense — all  right,  there  is  a  card 
here,  yes.  You  may  go  to  mike  4.  All 
right. 

RENAE  D.  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ 
(California-Nevada):  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  I  rise  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  mi- 
nority report.  What  divides  this  de- 
nomination and  this  General 
Conference  is  not  our  profound  dis- 
agreement on  the  morality  of  homosex- 
uality. What  is  moving  our  beloved 
church,  again,  toward  the  kind  of  sepa- 
ration and  segregation  that  we  re- 
pented from  last  week  is  the  use  of  this 
broad  disagreement  by  one  body  of 
opinion  to  narrow  the  scope  of  our 
practice  of  ministry  and  therefore  our 
general  church  membership.  I  don't 
know  how  many  more  times  we  will 
take  these  votes.  I  know  that  we  will 
continue  to  take  them  until  the  close  of 
this  General  Conference  session.  But 
brothers  and  sisters,  no  matter  how 
many  times  we  take  these  votes,  "might 
makes  right"  is  not  a  posture  faithful  to 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  counted  not 
equality  with  God  a  thing  to  be 
grasped,  but  poured  himself  out.  Nor  is 
it  ever  going  to  be  faithful  to  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's conviction  that  charity  should  pre- 
vail in  issues  of  theological  diversity. 
Nor  is  It  faithful  to  our  historic  commit- 
ment as  United  Methodists  to  be  an  in- 
clusive and  diverse  community  of  faith. 
This  motion  would  allow  those  who 
feel  bound  by  their  deepest  commit- 
ments to  Jesus  Christ  to  serve  gay  and 
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lesbian  persons  in  the  fullness  of  their 
ministerial  office  and  to  do  so  without 
in  any  way  binding  those  who  would 
not  chose  to.  I  appeal  to  you  to  move  us 
back  away  from  the  chasm  of  division 
by  supporting  this  motion  and  refusing 
to  use  your  votes  as  a  sword  of  exclu- 
sion. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  we 
have  had  one  speech  for  the  minority 
report.  There  is  a  yellow  card  in  the 
very  back.  Please  go  to  mike  8. 

MANUEL  T.  JARMILLA  (Northwest 
Philippines):  I  believe  that  everybody 
can  enjoy  the  fruits  of  victory.  But  I  am 
equally  certain  that  everyone,  before 
enjoying  such  victory,  has  to  under- 
stand few  simple  rules.  I  believe  that 
many  of  us  here  are  praying  very  seri- 
ously for  the  approval  on  the  relation- 
ship of  homosexuaUty.  But  mind  you, 
my  dear  friends,  that  also  many  of  us 
here  are  praying  not  to  sustain  the  is- 
sues of  homosexuality.  Maybe  the  prac- 
tice of  homosexuality  can  be  acceptable 
to  other  countries,  but  mind  you,  in 
other  countries  this  practice  is  not  ac- 
ceptable. And  if  you  are  going  to  ap- 
prove this  amendment,  this  is  already 
inconsistent  with  a  previous  amend- 
ment, with  previous  legislation,  that  we 
have  disapproved  a  while  back.  So,  I 
am  in  favor  of  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  are  mak- 
ing a  speech  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
did  you  indicate?  Or  not  in  favor? 

(Pause) 

JARMILLA;  I  am  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  all  right.  I 
. . .  We've  had  one  speech  for  and  one 
speech  against.  All  right,  there  is  a  yel- 
low card  back  here,  close  to  mike  6. 
You  may  speak. 

BETH  CAPEN  (New  York):  Thank 
you,  Bishop.  Although  I  am  from  the 
New  York  Conference,  I  am  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  New  York  Confer- 
ence, from  a  rural  farming  area  where 
the  average  attendance  in  the  larger  of 
the  two-point  charges  of  which  I  am  a 
member  is  about  60  a  Sunday.  The  rea- 
son why  I  like  this  is  because  it's  some- 
thing that  both  of  the  churches  in  our 
two-point  charge  would  be  able  to  live 
with.  It  is  something  that  would  allow 
ministry  to  go  on  in  other  places  that 
perhaps  would  not  affect  the  people  in 
our  congregations  who  are  really  strug- 
gling with  this  issue.  The  other  reason 
that  1  like  this  is  because  it  does  respect 
the  central  conferences,  in  that  the  cen- 


tral conferences  can  continue,  if  they  so 
choose,  to  refuse  to  have  these  unions 
go  on  in  their  churches.  I  think  this  is  a 
respectful  amendment,  and  I  would 
urge  that  we  would  support  this  minor- 
ity report. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you.  We  have  two  speeches  for  the  mi- 
nority report,  one  against.  There  is  a 
green  card  here  by  mike  4. 

RODNEY  G.  STEELE  (North  Arkan- 
sas): I  speak  against  the  minority  re- 
port, but  I  preface  my  comments  by 
saying  I  believe  there  are  good,  faithful 
Christians  on  all  sides  of  this  issue. 

I  don't  think  this  is  good  legislation.  I 
think  it'll  set  up  a  dynamic  in  the  local 
church  where  the  pastor  can  come  in, 
very  autocratically,  and  say  what  he  or 
she  is  going  to  do.  I  think  it  goes  against 
the  idea  of  the  pastor  and  the  laity 
working  together  in  mirustry.  And  I 
urge  your  vote  against  the  minority  re- 
port. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  the 
minority  report  is  before  us.  We've  had 
two  speeches  for,  two  speeches  against. 
We  are  ready  to  vote  on  the  minority  re- 
port. Please  vote  when  the  light  ajj- 
pears — I'm  sorry,  I — I  do  this 
occasionally,  don't  I?  So  I  need  to  return 
back  to  you.  My  apologies,  Don. 

Closing  Statement  on  Minority  Report 

Allowing  Clergy  to  Officiate 

Same-sex  Ceremonies 

MESSER:  Forgive  me  for  struggling 
to  speak  today,  but  this  is  a  final  mo- 
ment of  this  conference,  perhaps.  A  last 
opportuiuty  for  us  to  follow  in  the  great 
tradition  of  John  Wesley,  who  had 
courage  of  his  convictions,  went  to  the 
prisons  to  minister  to  homosexuals 
when  everyone  else  around  him  told 
him  no,  it  would  damage  his  reputation 
or  the  movement  or  the  membership. 
But  John  Wesley  had  the  courage  of  his 
convictions  that  he  was  called  to  be  a 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ  and  would 
work  to  overcome  injustice  and  to  live 
out  Jesus'  teachings  to  reach  to  those  in 
prison. 

Here  is  our  opportunity  to  vote  our 
conscience,  our  conviction,  to  remem- 
ber that  we  did  extend  the  ministry  of 
the  church  to  gay  and  lesbian  friends, 
brothers  and  sisters.  So  I  urge  you:  Vote 
your  conscience.  Don't  wish  tomorrow 
or  ten  years  from  now  that  you  had 
voted  differently.  I  urge  you,  I  plead 
with  you:  Stand  up,  speak  out,  vote  for 
the  minority  report. 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  we 
turn  to  the  chair  of  the  committee.  Do 
you  have  any  summation  you  wish  to 
provide? 

J.  LAVON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  I  would  like  for  Al  Gwinn  to 
come  and  give  that  statement. 

Closing  Statement  Legislative  Committee 

AL  W.  GWINN  (Kentucky):  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  Members  of  the  Confer- 
ence, I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  legislative 
comnuttee  against  the  minority  report, 
because  the  minority  report  puts  the  re- 
sponsibility and  the  decision-making 
on  this  issue  solely  into  the  hands  of 
clergypersons.  It  is  not  fair  nor  consci- 
onable  to  either  put  this  contentious 
matter  upon  the  shoulders  alone  of  our 
clergy,  or  to  take  it  completely  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  laity.  We  do  not  believe 
that  decisions  of  confidentiality  should 
rest  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy  alone,  and 
so  we  have  placed  words  in  Paragraph 
332.5  accordingly.  We  do  not  even  al- 
low clergy  to  decide  on  their  own  to  en- 
gage an  evangelist  outside  The  United 
Methodist  Church  without  permission 
of  their  district  superintendent,  and 
thus  point  1  of  Paragraph  332. 

Your  Legislative  Committee  on 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  has 
carefully  weighed  and  debated  this 
matter.  This  is  the  logical  and  appropri- 
ate place  to  house  these  words  to  make 
clear  to  all  that  this  is  where  we  pres- 
ently stand  as  we  remain  open  and 
prayerful  in  our  quest  for  unity  on  this 
issue.  And  we  urge  you  to  defeat  this 
minority  report  in  favor  of  receiving  the 
new  language  from  recently  passed  Pe- 
tition Item  No.  1190. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  now 
the  Chair  needs  the  indulgence  of  the 
house  for  just  a  moment.  I've  had  infor- 
mation in  front  of  me  that  I  must  just 
confess  is  either  difficult  for  me  to  un- 
derstand, or  that  it  is  inadequate.  And 
that  is  that  the  main  motion,  which  I  un- 
derstood was  perfected  before  we  put 
this  on  the  table— but  that's  what  I  want 
to  check  with  the  committee — had  an 
amendment  that  was  proposed,  it  was 
the  Percell  amendment,  that  indicated 
that  the  word  shall  should  be,  or,  was  re- 
quested to  be  changed  to  should.  And 
yet  my  information  does  not  have  in 
front  of  me  whether  that  amendment 
was  approved  or  disapproved.  Now, 
that  being  the  case,  the  chair  is  inclined 
to  think  that  we've  moved  a  little  fur- 
ther down  the  road  perhaps  than  we'd 
intended,  and  we  have  not  completely 
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perfected — or  maybe  we  have — the 
majority  report  before  we  perfected  the 
minority  and  have  proceeded  to  come 
very  close  to  the  time  to  vote  on  it.  Per- 
haps the  chair  of  the  committee  can  give 
me  some  guidance. 

WILSON:  Bishop . . .  Bishop,  I  believe 
we  did  not  vote  upon  that.  It  was  to 
amend  the  main  motion  from  shall  to 
should,  but  I  believe  it  was  not  voted  on 
on  the  floor. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  now, 
the  chair  is  going  to  do  this.  In  order  for 
us  to  get  in  order — I  believe  we  can  do 
this — we're  going,  before  we  have  the 
vote  on  the  substitute,  even  though 
we've  had  closing  speeches,  we're  go- 
ing to  return  and  perfect  the  main  mo- 
tion, then  we'll  come  back  to  the  vote  on 
the  minority,  if  you  are  willing  for  us  to 
doit  that  way,  just  so  we  can  get  our  leg- 
islative process  in  clear  order.  We're . . . 
All  right. 

SCOTT  J.  JONES  (North  Texas):  I 
might  be  able  to  help  clear  this  up. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  We'll  appreci- 
ate it. 

JONES:  Emery  Percell  is  a  member  of 
the  Faith  and  Order  Committee.  He  de- 
livered the  minority  report  on  the  peti- 
tion that  was  dealing  with  this  same 
paragraph  earlier,  and  we  voted  it 
down. 

Clergy  Forbidden  Option  of  Performing 
Same-sex  Unions 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 
That's  information  that  is  helpful  to  us, 
and  if  that  corresp>onds  to  our  under- 
standing, then  we  are  in  order.  We're 
on  the  minority  report,  and  we're  pre- 
pared to  vote.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  323;  No,  6141  You 
have  not  supported  the  minority  re- 
port. 

Now  we're  on  the  main  motion  of  the 
committee.  I  believe  that  you  are  ready  to 
vote.  Please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
I  Yes,  666;  No,  265]  You  have  supported 
the  committee's  recommendation. 

All  right,  thank  you  very  much.  I 
want  to ...  Do  you  have  other  items  that 
are  in  our  legislative  flow?  My  schedule 
indicates  that  we  need  to  turn  to  some 
flnance  issues  .  .  .  Stan  Sager.  Yes.  All 
right  We're  going  to  ask  Stan  Sager, 
with  GCFA,  to  be  coming,  as  he  is  .  .  . 
I'm  sorry,  with  the  legislative  commit- 
tee of .. .  All  right.  Stan  is  here  . .  .  and 
we're  going  to  turn  to  him  to  make  this 
presentation.  I'm  going  to  call  in  a  mo- 
ment for  a  rep>ort  that  is  in  response  to  a 


request  that  was  made  earlier.  I  believe 
a  request  was  referred  to  GCFA  regard- 
ing the  amount  of  expenditures  of 
funds  that  have  been  referred  to  GCFA 
in  excess  of  amounts  already  budgeted. 
The  question  was  asked,  and  we'll  try 
to  provide  an  answer  for  that.  I  under- 
stand that  answer  was  to  come  back  to- 
day. Stan  Sager  will  proceed  now  with 
this  report.  All  right. 

Peilion  Forbidding  Funds  to  Support 
Gay/Lesbian  Causes 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  Bishop, 
I  have  three  petitions  to  present  in  the 
matters  which  have  been  at  issue  all 
day.  All  of  them  relate  to  1806.12  of  the 
Discipline,  and  it  may  help  orient  the 
body  to  make  reference  to  that.  It  is  on 
p.  426  of  the  Discipline.  This  is  the  para- 
graph which  gives  to  the  council,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration certain  responsibilities  to 
assure  that  no  United  Methodist  funds 
are  given  to  any  gay  caucus  or  groups 
or  otherwise  used  such  funds  to  [tech- 
nical difficulties).  Hey,  hey,  one,  two. 
Now  that  I  have  your  attention — 

(Laugher — Applause) 

and  now  that  I've  lost  my  place. 

(Laughter) 

This  relates  to  806.12  of . . .  The  coun- 
cil, the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  has  been  given  the  re- 
sponsibility to  see  that  for,  for  insuring 
that  no  board  agency,  committee  com- 
mission, or  council  shall  give  United 
Methodist  funds  to  any  gay  caucus  or 
groups  or  otherwise  use  such  funds  to 
promote  the  acceptance  of  homosexu- 
ality. The  council  shall  have  the  right  to 
stop  such  expenditures.  This  restriction 
shall  not  limit  the  church's  ministry  in 
response  to  the  HIV  epidemic. 

The  first  jjetition  before  us  is  on  p. 
200, 2155  of  the  DCA.  It  is  Calendar  Item 
1362.  The  petition  to  which  it  refers  is 
on  p.  437  of  the  DCA.  If  is  Petition  No. 
31547.  This  would  seek  to  amend  the 
current  provision  by  adding  certain 
language  with  respect  to  the  church  not 
supporting,  would,  that  would  show 
that  the  church  could  not  limit  the 
church's  support  of  events  for  its  mem- 
bers. There  is  a  minority  report.  The 
committee  has  voted  nonconcurrence 
with  this  amending  language. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  We'll 
receive  the  minority  report  at  this  time. 
Excuse  me,  we'll  want  to  have  the  mike 
on  for  the  platform  area  please. 


Minority  Report  on  Funding 
<3ay/Lesbian  Causes 

RUSSELL  F.  McREYNOLDS  (West 
Michigan):  Again  what  we're  trying  to 
do  with  the  minority  report  is  add  this 
one  sentence  after,  at  the  end  of  the 
word  epidemic:  "Nor  limit  the  church's 
support  of  events  for  its  members, 
which  would  provide  for  the  sharing  of 
diverse  prospectives  in  our  denomina- 
tion." This  sentence,  by  addition,  gives 
a  clear  distinction  between  not  support- 
ing homosexual  activity  with  appor- 
tionment dollars  and  yet  creating  a 
climate  in  our  local  churches  for  con- 
versations, exposing  differences,  and 
different  perspectives  on  the  issue  of 
homosexuality. 

It's  already  been  said  at  this  General 
Conference,  but  there  is  not  sameness 
and  uniformity  in  our  local  churches. 
So  we,  we  profwse  that  we  let  our  dif- 
ferences be  shared  and  treated  as  gifts. 
This  sentence  enhances  communica- 
tion writhin  our  local  churches  and 
within  our  fellowships.  I  raise  this 
question:  If  not  in  the  church  locally, 
then  where  will  these  conversations 
take  place?  In  front  of  a  convention  cen- 
ter? locker  rooms?  In  restaurants?  We 
believe  that  the  church  should  be  the 
place  for  these  events  which  provide 
opportunities  for  holy  conversation  on 
the  issue  of  sexuality  and  homosexual- 
ity. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

McREYNOLDS:  Finally,  let's  over- 
come the  demons  of  fear  and  ignorance 
and  let  the  conversations  take  place 
wathin  our  local  churches.  So  we  just 
strongly  encourage  that  you  support 
the  ir\sertion  of  this  sentence  to  enhance 
conversation  within  the  life  of  the 
church.  Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  The  majority 
report  is  before  us  to  be  perfected. 
However,  it  is  a  vote  of  nonconcur- 
rence. I  thirJc,  with  your  consent,  we'll 
go  to  the  minority  report  to  see  if  there 
are  any  amendments  and /or  speeches 
that  you  wish  to  give  in  regard  to  the 
minority  report.  It  is  before  us.  I  sense 
then  that  you're  ready  to  vote,  so  will 
you  please  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
I'm  sorry,  I  did  not  see  any  cards  earlier. 
Well,  I  think  we've  halted  the  voting 
process.  We'  11  go  back  to  the  voting  pro- 
cess unless  there  is  a  speech  or  an 
amendment.  I  suppose  there  is.  All 
right.  You  may  go  to  mike  1. 

EWING  WERLEIN  aexas):  I,  I 
sought  recognition.  Bishop,  to  state  my 
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opposition  to  the  minority  report.  I  was 
a  member  of  the  legislative  committee. 
Section  806  of  the  Discipline  is  entitled 
"Fiscal  Responsibilities."  It  describes 
the  fiscal  responsibilities  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion of  the  church.  The  proposed,  the 
language  that  is  already  in  the  Disci- 
pline does  not  limit  and  could  not  limit 
conversations  in  the  church  such  as  the 
minority  report  seems  to  suggest. 
There's  no  effort  to  restrain  anyone 
from  conversation.  And  1  think  no  one 
would  expect  that  that  would  be  possi- 
ble in  our  church,  certainly.  However, 
this  language  would  be  inappropriate 
to  be  inserted  into  the  Discipline  dealing 
with  the  fiscal  responsibilities  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration. And  I  would  suggest  that 
the  body  vote  against  the  minority  re- 
port. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
We've  had  a  speech  against  the  minor- 
ity report.  I  see  a  yellow  card  back 
about  mike  6. 

BUD  WRISLEY  (California  Pacific): 
I'd  like  to  take  issue  with  the  last  gentle- 
man who  spoke.  I  believe  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  has  deter- 
mined that  money  is  equivalent  to 
speech. 

Conference  Refuses 

Minority  Report  Request 

Concerning  Funding  Cay  Causes 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  we 
have  one  speech  for  and  one  speech 
against.  We've  got  it  before  us.  Do  not 
see  other  cards.  I  believe  we  are  ready  to 
vote  on  the  minority  report.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  /Yes,  349;  No, 
560]  You  have  not  supported  the  mi- 
nority report— fYes,  349;  No,  560]. 
We're  back  on  the  main  motion,  which 
is  the  motion  for  nonconcurrence.  I  be- 
lieve that  we're  ready  to  vote  on  that.  If 
you  will  please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  630;  No,  269]  It  is  sup- 
ported— 630  for  nonconcurrence,  269 
against.  The  committee's  report  is  sus- 
tained. Now  then,  I'm  going  to  turn 
back  to  Stan  Sager. 

SAGER:  The  next  item  is  on  p.  1847  of 
your  DCA.  It  is  Calendar  Item  156.  It  re- 
fers to  ADCA,  p.  438  and  Petition  30955. 
This  petition,  you  will  note,  has  an  in- 
correct name  given  to  it.  It  is  titled  "De- 
lete Section  807.12,"  yet,  if  you  read  the 
petition  it  is  endeavoring  to  delete  Sec- 
tion 806.12.  And  the  committee  has 
treated  it  as  though  the  language  of  the 
petition  were  correct  and  the  title  were 


wrong  so  that  we  considered  it  as  a  ef- 
fort to  delete  806.12.  We  have 
nonconcurred  with  this  petition  on  the 
basis  that  past  General  Conferences, 
and  now  of  course  this  General  Confer- 
ence, have  taken  a  particular  stand  with 
respect  to  issues  of  homosexuality  and 
that  it  would  seem  appropriate  to  have 
some  measure  of  fiscal  responsibility 
regarding  the  church's  expenditures  of 
funds.  And  we  did  not  concur  with  the 
proposal  to  delete  the  paragraph. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  The 
recommendation  is  nonconcurrence  on 
petition.  Calendar  Item  No.  156.  Yes,  go 
to  mike  4  please. 

DENNY  WHITE  (Western  North 
Carohna);  Bishop,  thank  you.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  chair  at  what  point  in  the 
process  of  considering  matters  related 
to  1806.12  would  it  be  in  order  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  that  paragraph, 
subparagraph  from  the  floor? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  that  de- 
pends on  what  kind  of  legislation  you 
feel  you  could  attach  such  an  amend- 
ment to.  I  cannot  make  that  determina- 
tion for  you. 

WHITE:  It  would  be  a  matter  of  in- 
serting three  words,  but  I  would  hope 
they  would  be  three  words  the  body 
would  want  to  insert.  But  under  a  rec- 
ommendation of  nonconcurrence  I 
have  no  clue  as  to  how  to  get  about  it. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  you 
could  ask  the  committee  if  they  want  to 
accept  that,  but  I  don't  think  so  since  it's 
concurrence.  We  don't  have  a  positive 
motion  before  us  at  this  point. 

WHITE:  Might  I  ask  the  chair  of  the 
committee  if  there  is  to  be  a  report  from 
them  which  would  open  this  paragraph 
to  the  possibility  of  amendment  from 
the  floor? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  That's  an  ap- 
propriate question.  We'll  turn  to  the 
committee. 

SAGER:  I'll  make  a  comment,  but  I'm 
not  making  any  warranties,  you  under- 
stand. There  is  another  paragraph  to 
come  up,  another  petition  to  come  up, 
which  endeavors  to  amend  the  provi- 
sions of  the  paragraph  by  inserting  cer- 
tain language.  We  have  nonconcurred 
with  that.  So  that  will  be  before  the 
body.  I  can't  make  an  evaluation 
whether  that's  more  appropriate  than 
the  current  petition.  But  we  do  have 
that  one  remaining  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. And  that  one  is  Calendar  Item 
11 64,  for  your  information. 


WHITE:  Bishop,  it  strikes  me  as  pass- 
ing strange  that  the  General  Conference 
could  be  in  a  position  where  it  might 
wish  to  amend  the  paragraph  of  the 
Discipline  but  cannot  yet  add  it  because 
the  legislative  committee  is  proposing 
nonconcurrence  and,  in  effect,  then  the 
subparagraph  is  closed. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  I  'm  going 
to  afford  you  the  opportunity  to  make  a 
substitute  motion  if  you  wish. 

A  Motion  to  Add  "The  Practice 
of  Homosexuality"  to  Discipline  1806.12 

WHITE:  Thank  you,  sir.  With  what- 
ever introductory  language  may  be  re- 
quired to  make  this  legal  I  would 
propose  that  1806.12  be  amended  at  the 
end  or  toward  the  end  of  the  first  sen- 
tence. Where  it  now  reads  "to  promote 
the  acceptance  of  homosexuality,"  I 
would  propose  to  insert  the  words  the 
practice  of  so  that  it  would  read  " — or 
otherwise  use  such  funds  to  promote 
the  acceptance  of  the  practice  of  homo- 
sexuality." And  if  I  could  have  a  sec- 
ond, I  would  like  to  speak  to  that. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Is  there  a  sec- 
ond? It  is  seconded;  you  may  speak. 

WHITE:  Mr.  Chairman,  all  of  us  are 
deeply  grieved  to  the  depths  of  our  be- 
ing about  what  has  trar\spired  in  here 
today.  And  I  would  not  want  to  go  back 
to  Western  North  Carolina  or  for  you  to 
go  back  to  your  conferences  with  any 
piece  of  legislation  passed  by  us  or  re- 
tained by  us  which  might  give  to  any- 
one the  slightest  reason  to  believe  that 
we  are  not  accepting  of  homosexual 
persons.  I  think  we  have  very  clearly 
stated  in  our  actions  on  165  that  all  per- 
sons whom  God  has  made  are  of  sacred 
worth.  And  I  do  know  that  from  time  to 
time  1806.12  has  been  cited  in  one  way 
or  another  to  suggest  that  the  church  is 
not  accepting  of  all  of  the  people  of 
God.  Therefore,  sir,  I  respectively  pro- 
pose this  as  a  substitute  that  the  confer- 
ence amend  that  subparagraph  in  the 
way  I  have  indicated.  Thank  you,  sir. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  that's 
before  us.  It  does  provide  us  some  par- 
liamentary challenges,  and  I'm  going  to 
test  this  one  out  with  you  and  the  rest  of 
the  body.  And  that  is  that  we  would 
treat  this  as  an  amendment  to  the  report 
of  the  committee,  meaning,  the  com- 
mittee's report  is  stated  in  the  positive 
and  therefore  nonconcurrence.  And 
you  could  amend  that  report  by  includ- 
ing these  words.  We're  going  to  test 
that  and  see  if,  in  fact,  we  can  make  it 
work  that  way.  The  amendment  is  be- 
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fore  us.  I'll  invite — there's  speech  for  it. 
If  you  wish  to  speak  on  the  aniendment 
you  may,  you  may  so  indicate.  I  see  a 
card  in  the  very  back  that  is  a  yellow 
card. 

Motion  Questioned  About  Implications 
for  Dialogue  and  Discussion 

LINDA  CAMPBELL-MARSHALL 
(New  England):  I'd  like  to  know,  if  we 
pass  this  and  the  local  church  is  having 
a  forum  in  which  they  want  to  look  at 
the  various  dimensions  of  homosexual- 
ity and  they  feel  the  need  to  hire  some- 
one, several  fjeople  perhajjs,  for  a 
paneL  does  this  mean  that  we  cannot 
pay  those  persons?  If  we  were  looking 
for  very  highly  quahfied  leadership, 
would  we  have  to  find  someone  that  we 
wouldn't  have  to  pay  or  could  we  pay 
the  fjerson  who  would  not  promote  ho- 
mosexuality, the  person  who  is  in  favor 
of  the  church's  stand,  but  not  pay  the 
other  part  of  the  forum  because  they 
might  promote  homosexuality?  Are  we 
in  a  place  where  we  can  only  pay  half  of 
a  panel  if  we  pass  this? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'll  turn  to  the 
chair  of  the  committee  if  he  wants  to  re- 
spond or  I'll  be  willing  to  observe  in 
your  midst  that  the  local  church  is  not 
mentioned  in  Paragraph  No.  12. 

SAGER:  1  would  endorse  the  com- 
ment just  made  by  Bishop  Solomon  that 
the  local  church  paying  these  funds 
would  not  be  covered,  1  do  not  believe, 
by  this  paragraph.  And  in  responding 
further,  1  can  refer  only  to  some  experi- 
ence through  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  in  endeav- 
oring to  set  up  a  procedure  to  address 
these  issues.  And  in  doing  so  it  is  my  be- 
lief and  understanding  that  they  have 
endeavored  not  to  do  anything  which 
would  stifle  discussion  or  exchanges  of 
ideas  and  opinions. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  This 
amendment  is  before  us.  You  know  the 
language  of  the  amendment,  I  believe. 
There  is  a  card,  a  pink  card,  Mike  6, 
please. 

JANET  STEPHENSON  (Iowa):  I  rise 
to  speak  against  the  amendment. 
Denny  says  that  these  are  only  three  lit- 
tle words,  but  the  implications  are  more 
sweeping  than  that  would  indicate.  To 
say  the  "practice  of  homosexuality"  im- 
plies there's  a  choice.  The  current  lan- 
guage says  "homosexuality"  which  is 
an  orientation.  The  last  I  knew  there  is 
no  biological  or  other  evidence  to  indi- 
cate whether  or  not  homosexuality  is  a 
choice  or  an  orientation.  But  to  say  that 


the  practice  of  homosexuality  implies 
there  is  a  choice.  So  please  don't  vote  for 
this  amendment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  I  have 
a  green  card  here  on  mike  3.  We've  had 
one  speech  for  and  one  speech  against. 

PAULA  LYTLE  (South  Georgia):  The 
current  petition  we're  working  on-I  am 
on  the  Financial  Administration  Com- 
mittee-the  current  petition  is  for  807.12. 
However,  there  was  also  a  petition  re- 
lated to  this  on  p.  436,  Petition  No. 
30121,  that  the  committee  dealt  with 
and  I  think  that  was  also  pulled  off  the 
consent  calendar,  but  have  not  been 
able  to  find  that.  So  this  discussion, 
even  though  we're  talking  about 
806.12,  this  p)etition  that  we're  dealing 
with.  Petition  No.  30955  deals  with 
Paragraph  807.12. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you.  (Dne  speech  for  and  one 
sp)eech  against.  There  is  a  pink  card.  Go 
to  mike  5,  please. 

MEL  BOWDAN,  JR.  (Kenhjcky): 
Bishop,  I  want  to  speak  for  the  amend- 
ment. Am  I  in  order? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  you  are. 
Please  proceed. 

BOWDAN:  1  think  the  White  amend- 
ment is  well  thought  out.  We  have  dealt 
with  and  heard  throughout  this  day  the 
belief  that  one  of  the  problems  in  our 
church  is  a  lack  of  acceptance  of  these 
individuals,  persons,  men  and  women, 
who  are  homosexuals.  And  we've 
hecird  the  other  side  that  it's  not  a  mat- 
ter of  their  persons,  but  it's  a  matter  of 
the  practice.  Chir  discipline  sp>eaks  of 
prohibitions  against  practice  and  I 
agree  with  the  White  amendment  that 
changing  that  word  from  "acceptance" 
to  "practice"  v/ill  certainly  help  with 
any  interpretation  that  might  imply  or 
could  be  inferred  that  we  do  not  accept 
the  p)ersons,  but  rather  we  deny  and 
prohibit  the  practice.  I  support  the 
amendment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  AU  right. 
Thank  you  very  much.  Now  we  have 
the  opportunity  for  one  speech  against 
the  amendment.  If  you  choose  to  make 
it.  There  is  a  yellow  card  in  the  center 
back.  Center.  The  yellow  card  in  the 
center,  please.  Center  of  this  section. 
Thank  you.  Would  you  please  go  mike 
no.  8?  Are  you  sp>eaking  against  the 
amendment? 

MARY  ANN  HAXTON  (New  Eng- 
land): Yes,  I  am. 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 


HAXTON:  I  believe  that  putting  in 
the  term  "the  practice  of  homosexual- 
ity" in  this  does,  indeed,  indicate  that 
we  are  not  accepting  of  the  wholeness 
of  a  person.  It  is  difficult  to  say  that  a 
p)erson  is  only  the  sexual  p>art.  We  are 
more  than  that  and  it  is  not  appropriate 
in  any  place  in  the  Discipline  to  talk 
about  only  the  practice.  When  we  call  it 
incompatible  we're  saying  that  the  p)er- 
son  is  incompatible.  1  believe  that  we  do 
not  need  to  put  it  in  another  place  in  the 
Discipline.  Please  defeat  this  amend- 
ment. 

Motion  to  Add  "The  Practice  of  Defeated 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  before  us.  The  amend- 
ment is  the  White  amendment  that 
would  add  the  words  "practice  of,"  in 
place  of,  "acceptance  of."  I  believe 
we're  ready  to  vote,  please  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  You  have  defeated 
the  White  amendment.  [Yes,  386;  No, 
533]  We're  back  on  the  main  motion. 
The  committee's  recommendation  is 
nonconcurrence  on  Calendar  Item  156. 
Please  vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
have  supported  the  committee,  [Yes, 
671;  No,  238] 

We  turn  now  to  Stan  Sager. 

Petition  to  Give  Responsibility  to  GCFA 
to  Stop  Expenditures 

SAGER:  The  next  pjetition  is  found  on 
p.  2090  of  the  DCA.  It  is  Calendar  Item 
1 1 64.  It  appears  at  p.  436  of  the  ;4DC.4  as 
Petition  30255.  This  p)etition  addresses 
the  same  paragraph  and  would  seek  to 
change  the  word  "right"  when  it  refers 
to  GCFA  having  the  right  to  stop  exp>en- 
ditures.  It  would  change  "right"  to  "re- 
sponsibility and  authority."  The  vote 
was  for  nonconcurrence.  "The  reasoning 
was  that  changing  the  words  to  "re- 
sponsibility and  authority"  would 
seem  possible  to  be  interpreted  to  en- 
large GCFA's  responsibility  so  that 
they  would  be  put  into  a  more  activist 
role.  And  we  did  not  think  that  they 
should  be  devoting  their  resources  to 
going  out  and  looking  for  violations, 
but  to  address  those  that  were  taken  to 
them. 

'Right'  to  'Responsibility'  Defeated 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  The 
committee's  recommendation  is  non- 
concurrence.  Please  vote  when  the  light 
app>ears.  You  have  supported  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation  on  noncon- 
currence, /Y«,  801;  No,  85].  Now  we're 
going  to  turn  to  Higher  Education  and 
ask  them  to  bnng  petitions.  As  you  are 
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aware,  we're  trying  to  deal  with  all  the 
petitions  that  are  related  to  the  issue  of 
homosexuality.  And  we're  going  to 
continue  our  work  in  order  to  try  to  ac- 
complish that  this  afternoon  before  we 
recess  and  in  addition,  try  to  receive 
some  petitions  that  have  financial  im- 
plications that  we  are  led  to  understand 
are  really  imperative  to  get  to  GCFA  for 
their  meetings.  So  those  who  are  mak- 
ing the  presentation  for  Higher  Educa- 
tion as  it  relates  to  the  petitions,  we 
dealt  with  one  of  these  petitions  al- 
ready. It  had  been  on  the  table,  we 
brought  it  from  the  table  and  we  now 
have  it  cared  for,  so  we  are  addressing 
two  petitions  that  relate  to  Higher  Edu- 
cation and  then  we'll  move  to  address 
matters  of  the  financial  issues  involved. 
We  turn  now  to  the  committee.  Will 
you  please  lead  us  in  this  report. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON;  Unless  it's  a 
Point  of  Order  or  a  question,  I'm  pro- 
ceeding on  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
committee.  Please  proceed  to  mike  5. 

Question  Raised 
About  Almost  Identified  Items 

BECKY  HAASE  (California-Pacific): 
Bishop,  I  would  just  like  to  ask  clarifica- 
tion on  the  actions  that  we  took  on 
Items  1 200  and  1190. 1  believe  that,  in  ef- 
fect, those  are  almost  identical  itenns. 
However,  in  1190  we  did,  with  a  sub- 
stantial vote,  I  believe,  agree  to  delete 
that  same  wording  from  the  Social  Prin- 
ciples. We  were  given  the  opportunity 
to  also  look  at  1200  because  of  the  mi- 
nority report  that  was  listed  there.  I 
think  we  did  not  notice,  perhaps,  as  we 
were  looking  at  the  main  motion  of 
1200  that  the  wording  there  changed 
moving  the  wording  from  the  Social 
Principles,  and  was,  instead,  amended 
by  the  committee  to  simply  insert  the 
words  in  332.  And  so  I  would  ask  since 
we  have  two  actions,  almost  identical, 
but  the  second  action  did  not  include 
the  deletion  from  the  Social  Princi- 
ples— I'm  asking  if  that  deletion  would 
still  stand? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  the 
chair's  understanding  is  that  we  had 
two  petitions,  and  Don  Messer  pre- 
sented the  petition  by  consent  of  the 
body  which  was  the  one  that  was  before 
us,  and  we  were  acting  in  that  regard. 
We  approved  along  this  process  ...  the 
Dorsey  amendment,  if  you  recall,  en- 
abled it  to  be  located  in  one  place  and 
removed  from  Social  Principles.  That  is 
the  understanding  of  the  chair,  and  if 
that  is  the  understanding  of  the  house. 


and  if  that  is  acceptable  to  your  concern 
then  we're  going  to  proceed. 

HAASE:  Yes. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I  believe  it  is. 
All  right.  I  believe  we'll  go  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

JUNE  WILLSON  (South  Carolina): 
Bishop,  the  petitions  that  I  have  per- 
tained to  homosexuality,  and  not  to  fi- 
nance. Did  you  just  want  me  to  take  two 
of  those? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  There  are  two, 
2158,  the  page  number,  I  believe,  and 
2160  according  to  my  information. 

WILLSON:  I  have  21 58  and  21 60,  but  I 
also  have  ...  I  have  five  more. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  I  would 
like  you  to  handle  those  two  because 
they  are  under  the  category  of  the  issue 
we  have  been  dealing  with  all  this  day 
long,  and  that  is  only 

WILSON:  And  the  others  that  I  have 
mentioned  ...  the  other  five  are  also. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Oh,  they  are? 
I'm  sorry.  I  didn't  have  my  records  in- 
dicating that.  Well,  let's  see  if  we  can 
move  through  those  quickly,  please. 

WILSON:  All  right.  Katharine 
Lehman  will  present  those  at  this  time. 
Katharine 

KATHARINE  LEHMAN  (North  In- 
diana): Good  afternoon.  The  first  item  is 
found  on  p.  2158.  2158  of  the  DC  A.  It  is 
Calendar  Item  1383.  Calendar  Item 
1383.  It's  found  in  the  ADCA  on  p.  965, 
and  is  Petition  30187.  The  committee  is 
recommending  nonconcurrence.  The 
title  is  "Ordained  Clergy  May  Perform 
Holy  Covenants  Between  Persor«  of 
the  Same  Sex".  This  refers  to  paragraph 
331.1  and  you  can  see  by  the  majority 
vote  of  the  committee  that  the  commit- 
tee felt  that  the  current  language  re- 
flects the  understanding  of  the  majority 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  this 
time.  Therefore,  the  Committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  is  noncon- 
currence. I  believe  that  we  are  now 
ready  to  vote.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  You  have  supported 
nonconcurrence,  [Yes,  681;  No,  226]. 
We'll  go  to  the  next  Calendar  Item. 

Petition  to  Change  "Marriage"  to  "All 
Covenant  Relationships"  Defeated 

LEHMAN:  Thank  you.  The  item  is 
found  on  2160.  2160  in  the  DC  A.  The 
Calendar  Item  is  1390.  1390.  It's  found 
in  the  ADCA  on  p.  947  and  is  Petition 


30635.  This  would  delete  the  word  mar- 
riage and  add  the  phrase  'all  covenant 
relatioiwhips.'  This  is  in  the  paragraph 
which  is  dealing  with  ordained  minis- 
try and  the  qualifications  for  candi- 
dacy. The  committee  is  recommending 
nonconcurrence  for  the  same  reason. 
The  current  language  reflects  the  lan- 
guage of  the  majority  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  It  is 
before  us.  I  believe  we  are  ready  to  vote. 
The  committee's  recommendation  is 
nonconcurrence.  Please  vote  when  the 
Ught  appears.  You  have  sustained  the 
committee's  vote,  [Yes,  681;  No,  228}. 
Thank  you. 

Conference  Votes  to  Retain 
"Fidelity"  and  "Celibacy" 

LEHMAN:  The  next  item  is  right  be- 
fore that,  the  same  p.  2160,  Calendar 
Item  1389.  It  appeals  that  the  same 
paragraph  as  the  action  that  we  just 
took.  The  recommendation  is  still  for 
nonconcurrence.  This  would  have  re- 
moved the  words  'fidelity'  and  'celi- 
bacy'. "Fidelity  in  marriage,  and 
celibacy  in  singleness."  The  rationale  is 
the  same,  and  we  recommend  noncon- 
currence. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  The  recom- 
mendation is  before  us  for  nonconcur- 
rence. Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  You  have  sustained  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation  of  noncon- 
currence, [Yes,  728;  No,  189].  You  may 
proceed. 

LEHMAN:  The  next  action  is  also  on 
that  p.  2160.  The  Calendar  Item  is  1387. 
It's  found  in  your  ADCA  on  954,  and  it 
deals  with  Petition  31459. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  I  un- 
derstand that  we  are  on  Calendar  Item 
3187. 

LEHMAN:  Correct. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  And  the  recom- 
mendation is  nonconcurrence. 

LEHMAN:  Yes. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  sus- 
tained the  committee's  recommenda- 
tion of  nonconcurrence,  [Yes,  717;  No, 
172].  Please  proceed. 

LEHMAN:  The  next  item  is  found  on 
p.  2094.  2094  of  the  DCA.  It's  Calendar 
Item  1205. 1205.  Found  in  the  ADCA  on 
p.954,  and  it  is  dealing  with  Petition 
30637.  This  would  also  delete  the  word 
'marriage',  and  add  'all  covenant  rela- 
tionships' in  the  paragraph  that  deals 
with  candidates  for  ordained  ministry. 


i 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  1 1 


2389 


The  commiltee  recommends  noncon- 
currence.  The  reasoning  is  the  same. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Recommenda- 
tion is  before  us.  Please  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  You  have  sustained  the 
committee's  recommendation  for  non- 
concurrence,  lYes,  724;  No,  195].  Please 
proceed. 

LEHMAN:  The  next  item  is  on  page 
2242.  It's  Calendar  Item  1561.  It  deals 
with  a  whole  group  of  petitions,  all  of 
which  deal  with  the  footnote  to  para- 
graph 306.4.  The  committee  recom- 
mends nonconcurrence.  This  footnote 
contains  a  variety  of  information  and 
again,  the  reasoning  is  the  current  lan- 
guage reflects  the  understanding  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  it  is 
before  us.  The  committee's  recommen- 
dation you  have  heard.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  723;  No, 
1631  You  have  sustained  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  of  nonconcur- 
rence. How  many  more  do  you  have? 

LEHMAN:  I'm  finished.  I  turn  it  back 
to  LaVon  Wilson. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  I 
think  there  may  be  one  or  two  other 
matters.  I'd  like  to  recognize  delegate 
Massey  and  she'll  give  us  some  guid- 
ance. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Rorida): 
I'm  just  going  to  be  so  pxipular,  chair  of 
the  Agenda  Committee.  I  move  to  ex- 
tend the  afternoon  session  by  30  min- 
utes to  enable  the  conference  to  deal 
with  additional  items  that  need  to  be 
addressed  by  the  body  before  adjourn- 
ment before  dinner. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You've  heard 
the  recommendation  of  the  Agenda 
Commiltee  and  I  now  invite  you  to  ex- 
press your  thinking  in  that  regard.  The 
committee  is  recommending  an  exten- 
sion of  30  minutes  of  our  time.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  650; 
No,  269]  You  have  supported  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation,  I  believe, 
yes. 

LAVON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  1  only  have  one  more.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON  Please  put  it  be- 
fore us. 

Petition  to  Delete  Discipline  Footnotes 

WILSON:  If  you  will  turn  in  your 
books  to  page  2242,  Calendar  Item 
1558,  in  your  DC  A  is  948.  It  is  Petition 
31454.  This  happens  to  be  on  the  dele- 
tion of  the  footnotes  to  piaragraph  306.4f 
in  the  Discipline.  The  committee  recom- 


mended nonconcurrence.  However, 
Bishop,  we  do  have  a  minority  report 
submitted  as  follows:  to  amend  the  Pe- 
tition 31454  by  the  addition  in  the  fol- 
lowing ways  . .  . 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  ex- 
cuse me. 

WILSON:  Traci  West  will  speak 
about  it. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you,  I 
was  going  to  ask  if  you  had  a  presenter 
for  the  minority  repxjrt. 

WILSON:  Yes,  I  do. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 
We'll  hear  the  presenter  of  the  minority 
report  now. 

TRACI  WEST  (New  York):  Bishop, 
shall  I  describe  what  the  minority  re- 
port suggests  and  then  go  back  to  the 
original? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  if  you'll 
just  present  the  minority  repwrt  for  us, 
defining  the  nature  and  purp>ose  of  the 
minority  report,  we'll  come  back  for 
comments  at  another  time. 
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WEST:  Okay,  that's  what  I  was  think- 
ing; I'd  speak  to  it  later.  I  just  wanted  to 
make  sure  I  understood  .I'm  sorry.  I  just 
want  to  describe  what  my  intent  is  here 
with  the  minority  refwrt.  As  you  know, 
it's  on  page  2242.  Let  me  make  a  sugges- 
tion to  you,  however.  If  you  would 
open  your  Discipline  to  page  176,  it  al- 
lows you  to  actually  see  the  footnote 
and  thesentence  that  the  footnote  refers 
to.  I  just  think  that's  helpful  to  follow 
along  what  we're  looking  at  here.  In  the 
minority  report  I  want  to  amend  this 
fjetition  by  addition.  There  are  three 
steps.  I  am  urging  support  of  the  peti- 
tion, which  deletes  the  footnote  in  para- 
graph 306.4.  Secondly,  this  footnote  is 
supposed  to  refine  our  understanding 
of  the  sentence  in  306.4.  So  the  footnote 
relates  to  the  sentence  which  begins  "to 
this  end  they  shall  agree  to  exercise  re- 
sponsible self-control  by  personal  hab- 
its conducive  to  bodily  health,  mental 
and  emotional  maturity,  fidelity  in 
marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness,  so- 
cial responsibility  and  growth  in  grace 
and  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God." 
What  I  am  asking  is  to  delete  the  words 
"  fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in 
singleness"  in  that  sentence,  and  to  re- 
place those  words  with  three  words 
"ethical  sexual  conduct."  Are  you  with 
me,  does  that  make  sense? 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  I'm  with 
you.  Now,  just  stay  for  just  a  moment  if 
you  will.  My  understanding  is  that  the 
majority  report  is  simply  nonconcur- 
rence of  the  minority  report  unless  the 
majority  wants  to  involve  in  some  dis- 
cussion here,  which  I  do  not  see  how 
you  are  going  to  perfect  the  majority  re- 
port. We'll  turn  to  the  minority  repwrt 
and  ask  you  to  speak  to  the  minority  re- 
port and  we'll  proceed  to  address  and 
develop — perfect  the  minority  repxjrt, 
rather.  The  minority  report  is  before  us 
and  we  should  give  the  house  the  op>- 
portunity  to  make  any  amendments 
and  then  we'll  certainly  come  to  you  for 
your  witness  on  this  as  well. 

WEST:  Should  I  speak  to  it? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Let's  hold  that 
for  just  a  moment,  let's  find,  mike  5. 

FRANK  CXDRSEY  (Kansas  East): 
Bishop,  I  call  for  a  point  of  order.  I  be- 
lieve according  to  rule  32  that  you  can 
only  take  this  report  in  the  day  after, 
and  it  was  in  today's  DC  A. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  We'll  turn  to 
the  Calendar  Committee  for  any  guid- 
ance they  wish  to  give  to  us  in  that  re- 
gard. Well,  I'm  not  sure  that  -  all  right, 
thank  you.  I'm  advised  that  that  rule 
was  changed  yesterday.  Now  I'm 
geared  into  that  fact  as  well.  And  we 
did  vote  to  be  able  to  address  these  mat- 
ters on  the  day  that  they  appear  in  the 
DCA.  All  right,  thank  you,  but  you've 
heljjed  us  to  be  sure  we're  in  order  and 
we  are  grateful  to  you  for  that.  Now 
then,  this  minority  report  is  before  us. 
Anyone  wishing  to  speak  to  the  minor- 
ity report? 

WEST:  Bishop,  may  I  speak  to  my 
amendment. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Oh,  you  surely 
may,  I  was  just  going  to  say,  I  believe 
others  are  not  ready  to  sp>eak  to  it,  but 
you  are,  so  proceed. 

WEST:  Before  it's  debated,  is  that  ap- 
propriate? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  I  haven't 
seen  others  who  wish  to  speak  to  it,  so 
you  can  sp>eak  to  it  and  we're  going  to 
put  it  to  a  vote. 

WEST:  Okay,  I . . . 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  excuse 
me,  I  see  a  card  now.  So,  please  go, 
green  card,  mike  4. 

PHYLLIS  FERGUSON  (Pacific- 
Northwest):  In  light  of  all  of  the  other 
petitions  that  have  gone  before  us,  I 
sense  that  the  intention  of  this  petition 
in  reference  to  all  of  the  other  homosex- 
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ual  petitions.  But  I  would  say  to  you 
that  our  heterosexual  male  counter 
parts  have  been  called  up  on  many  sex- 
ual harassment  issues.  And  I  would 
vote  in  favor  of  the  "ethical  sexual  con- 
duct," which  I  think  the  words  are. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  that  is 
the  speech  for  the  minority  report.  Is 
there  anyone  who  wishes  to  speak  on 
the  opposite?  The  pink  card  on  my  far 
right,  please  go  to  mike  1. 

JIM  BRANSCOME  (Virginia):  We're 
debating  changing  the  footnote  in  306 
it's  quoting  the  language  from  304. 2.  Is- 
n't that  where  the  change  would  have 
to  be  made? 

BISHOP  DAN  SOLOMON;  I  will  turn 
to  the  presenter  of  the  minority  report. 
TRAGI  WEST  (New  York):  Could  you 
please  repeat  the  question: 

JAMES  BRANSCOME;  The  footnote 
quote  is  a  quote  from  304.2 .  We  are  talk- 
ing about  changing  the  language  in  the 
footnote.  It  would  seem  that  the  change 
would  have  to  made  back  in  304.2. 

WEST:  Ok,  1  understand  you  now. 
No,  my  amendment  is  to  agree  with  the 
petition  which  deletes  the  footnote,  and 
if  I  may,  if  I  could  speak  to  the  petition 
before  it  is  debated  it  might  add  clarity. 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  surely 
may  proceed,  thank  you. 

WEST:  The  reason  I  have  proposed 
this  is  because  the  footnote  consists  of  a 
mishmash  of  information.  A  lot  of  that 
information  is  not  at  all  about  the  per- 
sonal and  social  habits  expected  of  can- 
didates which  the  sentence  describes. 
The  footnote  is  suppose  to  be  related  to 
the  sentence.  The  sentence  describes 
personal  and  social  habits.  But  the  foot- 
note describes,  for  example,  a  summary 
of  the  ordination  process.  Secondly,  de- 
lete the  footnote  because  its  reiteration 
of  the  United  Methodist  stands  on  to- 
bacco, on  alcohol ,  on  homosexuality,  is 
vastly  inadequate  as  a  description  of 
what  we  expect  from  a  candidate  for 
ministry  in  terms  of  their  personal  and 
social  habits.  For  example,  if  we  truly 
cared  about  racism — I'm  not  just  talk- 
ing about  being  able  to  refer  to  it  when 
we  are  forced  to  at  a  General  Confer- 
ence worship  service — but  if  we  truly 
cared  about  racism  we  would  specifi- 
cally state — not  in  a  general  statement 
about  social  responsibility  as  is  in  the 
sentence — but  state  that  opposition  to 
racism  is  what  we  expect  from  candi- 
dates. Its  omission  speaks  volumes.  De- 
lete the  footnote  because  in  a  world 
where  there  is  so  much  hate  and  preju- 


dice and  where  children  are  tormented 
and  spit  on  because  they  are  even  ac- 
cused of  being  gay  or  if  they  actually  are 
gay  to  repeat  over  and  over  and  over 
and  over  not  just  in  the  text  but  in  the 
footnotes  as  well,  our  case  about  our 
policies  of  discrimination  and  preju- 
dice is  over-kill.  Insert  "ethical  sexual 
conduct"  because  it  matches  the  lan- 
guage social  responsibility  that  is  in  the 
sentence  and  most  importantly  because 
the  vast  amount  of  clergy  sexual  mis- 
conduct that  boards  of  ordained  minis- 
try across  our  denomination  now  face  is 
committed  by  married  clergy. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  You  need  to 
sum  up. 

TRACY  WEST:  I  am.  We  must  signal 
that  to  married  ,  loving,  supportive  of 
your  wife  is  not  sufficient.  We  must 
have  a  broader,  higher  standard  of  ethi- 
cal, sexual  conduct  that  must  be  de- 
manded of  our  candidates  for  ministry. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  it  is 
before  us.  We  have  two  speeches  for  the 
minority  report.  Does  anyone  wish  to 
speak?  I  do  not  see  any  cards  that  are 
before  us.  Before  we  take  this  vote  on 
the  minority  report,  is  there  a  comment 
from  the  chair  of  the  committee,  or  a 
designated  person  from  the  commit- 
tee? 

LA  VON  WILSON:  Bishop,  Al  Gwinn 
will  speak  for  the  committee. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

AL  GWINN  (Kentucky):  Thank  you 
bishop.  Members  of  the  conference,  the 
language,  "faithfulness  in  marriage 
and  celibacy  in  singleness"  is  a  clear, 
concise,  positive  statement  that  affirms 
our  classical  Christian  tradition  that 
faithfulness  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in 
singleness  is  very  important.  It  affirms 
our  past  and  present  societal  experi- 
ences and  beliefs  that  faithfulness  in 
marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness  is 
very  important.  It  affirms  our  reason 
that  marriage  and  celebacy  in  single- 
ness is  very  important.  And  it  affirms 
sacred  scripture  that  faithfulness  in 
marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness  is 
very  important.  And  so  our  legislative 
committee  urges  you  to  defeat  the  mi- 
nority report  in  favor  of  the  commit- 
tee's report. . 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  you 
may  state  your  point  of  order,  mike 
five. 

TIM  JONES-YELVINGTON  (New 
York):  Could  the  man  who  just  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  committee  please  de- 
fine the  term  classical  Christianity? 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I  don't  see  any 
indication  that  he  is  prepared  to  make 
that  response,  so  we  now  have  this 
amendment  before  us,  or  the  minority 
report.  You  may  make  one  comment 
briefly,  please. 

WEST:  When  I  was  in  campus  minis- 
try, a  young  man  came  to  talk  to  me 
who  described  something  that  hap- 
pened to  him  recently  when  he  was  in 
his  youth  group.  But  it  happened  about 
a  year  ago  before  he  was  in  college.  He 
was  out  with  his  youth  group  at  a  Bur- 
ger King  and  some  people  who  were 
not  part  of  the  youth  group  started  to 
call  him  "fag"  and  "pervert"  and  they 
started  to  torment  him  and  then  they 
started  to  hit  him.  And  they  beat  him  up 
so  badly  that  he  had  brain  damage.  And 
the  question  that  he  brought  to  me  was 
that  what  happened  was  his  youth 
group  left  him  there  as  the  people  who 
were  beating  him  up.  These  were  nice 
good  kids  who  left  him  there.  And  he 
said,  "You  know  when  those  kids  were 
asked,  'Why  did  they  leave  him?'  they 
said  they  didn't  know  what  to  do."  Our 
language  in  this  footnote  I  wish  you 
would  vote  against.  I  wish  you  would 
vote  in  favor  of  my  minority  report  in 
part  because  you've  moved  by  not  hav- 
ing language  that  says  "yes,  but"  and 
confuses  our  young  people  about  what 
to  do  when  someone  is  being  beaten  up. 
BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

WEST:  But  if  not  that,  I  wish  that  you 
vote  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  sim- 
ply because  this  footnote  is  unneces- 
sary and  "ethical  sexual  conduct" 
beyond  the  marriage  is  imperative. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you. 
Now  the  amendment,  or  rather  the  mi- 
nority report  is  before  us.  Please  vote 
when  the  light  appears. 

The  Minority  Report  is  not  sustained. 
[Yes,  313;  No,  603].  We're  on  the  main 
motion,  which  is  for  nonconcurrence 
on  Calendar  Item  1558.  Please  vote 
when  the  hght  appears.  You  have  sus- 
tained the  committee.  [Yes,  675;  No, 
2271 

WILSON:  Bishop  Solomon,  this  com- 
pletes the  Higher  Education  section  on 
this  particular  subject.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  I  un- 
derstand and  we  do  thank  the  commit- 
tee very  much.  I  do  understand  that 
there  is  a  Calendar  Item  336  on  Page 
1963  that  was  passed  on  the  Consent  J 
Calendar  in  error.  It  does  have  financial  ^ 
implications  and  we  turn  to  Fitzgerald 
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Reist,  the  Consent  Calendar  chair,  to 
guide  us  in  our  next  steps. 

FITZGERALD  REIST:  If  you'll  turn  in 
your  DC^s  to  p.  1963,  Consent  Calen- 
dar A03.  Calendar  Item  336  was  re- 
jxirted  to  the  calendar  as  having  no 
financial  implications.  That  was  a  mis- 
understanding on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  does  indeed  have  financial 
implications.  Therefore,  I  must  report 
that  its  placement  in  Calendar  A03  was 
incorrect.  It  is  therefore  not  a  part  of 
Calendar  A03  and  must  be  considered 
by  the  body  according  to  the  rules  of 
our  General  Conference. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Now  my  un- 
derstanding then  is  that  it  was  apv- 
proved,  ostensibly,  on  the  Consent 
Calendar  which  meant  that  it  was 
greeted  in  the  affirmative.  But  if  we  are 
to  keep  ourselves  in  order,  we  will  need 
to  approve  with  reference  to  GCFA,  if 
that  is  the  will  of  the  body.  Is  that  the 
case? 

REIST:  That  is  the  case  and  that  came 
from  the  Conference  committee  and 
Charles  Courtoy  is  here  and  would  be 
willing  to  address  that  issue. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Let's  just  try  it.  I 
believe  that  it's  before  us  and  if  s  clear 
and  our  house  is  ready  to  vote.  If  you 
would  approve  this  Calendar  Item  with 
reference  to  GCFA  would  you  please 
vote  "yes"  when  the  light  appears,  or  if 
you  don't  want  to  approve  it  you  can 
vote  "no."  Please  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  And  you  have  approved  it  and 
with  reference  to  GCFA,  lYes.  853;  No, 
36j.  All  right.  Thank  you  very  much. 
Does  that  complete  the  items  that  you 
need  to  address? 

CHARLES  COURTOY  (Rorida): 
There  is  one  other.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  Let's 
hear  it. 

COURTOY:  If  you'll  turn  in  your 
DC  A  to  p.  2089,  Calendar  No.  1156,  p. 
161inthe/^itwriceDCy4,Petition31612. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

Possibility  of  Increased 

General  Conference  Delegates 

Has  Financial  Implications 

COURTOY:  This  has  financial  impli- 
cations. Yesterday  you  approved  a  for- 
mula for  the  way  in  which  delegates  to 
General  Conference  are  elected.  This  is 
a  constitutional  amendment  and  what 
this  amendment  does  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  p>ossible  delegates  to  this 
body  to  1200  and  makes  the  minimum 
number  800.  It  would  read  that  the  Gen- 


eral Conference  shall  be  composed  of 
no  less  than  800  nor  more  than  1 200  del- 
egates. Currently  the  language  is,  the 
number  sF>ecified  in  the  Discipline  is,  no 
less  than  600  nor  more  than  1,000.  The 
committee  votes  concurrence  as 
amended.  What  this  does  is  would 
bring  more  delegates  to  the  table  and 
will  lessen  the  chance  of  loss  of  dele- 
gates by  any  conferences  as  a  result  of 
new  formula  which  we  adopted  yester- 
day. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  so  the 
understanding  of  the  chair  is  that 
what's  before  us  is  an  action  that  is  con- 
stitutional in  nature,  along  with  refer- 
ence to  GCFA.  It  would  require 
two-thirds  vote  and  it  is  focused  upon 
increasing  the  number  of  General  Con- 
ference delegates.  1156.  It  is  before  us. 
You  have  comments,  yes,  there  are  yel- 
low cards  in  the  very  back.  And  the  per- 
son who's  standing  may  go  to  mike  5 
and  then  I'm  going  to  take  the  liberty 
because  there  were  not  other  cards. 
There  was  a  delegate  immediately  be- 
hind you  in  the  black  that  was  standing 
and  I'm  going  to  call  on  that  person 
next  and  then  I'll  come  over  in  some 
other  directions  in  a  moment. 

JACK  RYDER  (Northern  Illinois): 
Thank  you.  Bishop.  The  Petition  31612 
on  p.  161  of  the  y^DC^  that  I've  got  says 
900  and  1300.  The  speaker  mentioned 
800  and  1200.  What  are  the  numbers 
we're  voting  on? 

COURTOY:  Bishop,  that  was 
amended  to  be  800  and  1200. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Amended  by 
the  committee? 

COURTOY:  Yes,  sir. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  so  we 
will  be  operating  on  that  notion.  I  rec- 
ognize the  delegate  in  the  back  that  was 
raising  the  yellow  card  just  a  moment 
ago.  You  may  ...  all  right.  We'll  turn 
here  to  pink  card.  Mike  1,  we'll  go  here 
in  just  a  moment.  Oh,  please  hold  just  a 
moment.  TTie  delegate  had  already 
moved  to  the  mike  no.  5,  please. 

MONTY  STABLER  (North  Alabama): 
Bishop,  clearly  the  most  dramatic 
change  that  has  occurred  during  my 
three  General  Conferences  has  been  the 
growing  presence  of  the  delegates  from 
the  Central  Conferences.  The  delegates 
from  around  the  world  have  brought  to 
us  a  realization  that  we  can  truly  be- 
come a  global  church.  The  Central  Con- 
ferences now  have  1 52  delegates  to  this 
Conference.  We  adopted  a  new  for- 
mula yesterday  that  is  projected  to  give 


them  at  least  16  more  delegates  in  the 
next  conference.  If  they  grow  as  we 
hope  that  number  will  be  even  greater. 
If  the  conference  in  this  country  wants 
to  continue  to  have  delegates  of  compa- 
rable size  to  where  they  are  now  enjoy- 
ing it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
number  of  delegates.  If  this  prop>osal 
passes,  I  would  like  to  float  an  idea  with 
more  delegates  we  could  organize  with 
at  least  one  additional  committee.  We 
could  then  reduce  the  workload  of  each 
committee.  With  less  work  on  the  com- 
mittees, we  could  take  the  long  overdue 
step  of  shortening  the  conference  for  a 
day  or  two.  A  shorter  convention 
would  save  money  for  the  conference, 
its  boards,  it  agencies  and  most  of  its 
delegates.  Frankly,  I  believe  it  would  be 
a  better  conference,  too. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  that's 
the  sf>eech  for  the  main  or  the  motion  of 
1156  or  the  Calendar  Item.  Anyone 
wishing  to  speak  against?  Yes,  you  niay 
do  so. 

General  Conference  Size 
Compared  to  U.S.  Congress 

EWING  WERLEIN,  JR  (Texas):  I 
would  speak  against  this  amendment. 
Already  we  have  approximately  1,000 
delegates.  This  is  ten  times  the  size  of 
the  United  States  Senate.  It  is  more  than 
twice  the  size  of  the  entire  United  States 
Congress.  We  then  go  to  a  number  of 
committees  where  we  have  more  than 
100  as  a  rule,  or  approximately  1(X3  or 
more,  in  committees.  We  have  dele- 
gates with  1,000  of  us  so  far  back  that 
they  complain  that  they  cannot  see  the 
numbers  on  the  screen.  And  the 
thought  of  increasing  or  squeezing  in 
another  20  percent  over  the  size  here 
and  expecting  for  jjeople  to  be  able  to  be 
heard  and  cor«idered  is  beyond  my 
imagination.  I  think  that  every  Confer- 
ence will  always  be  assured  delegates, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  larger  it  be- 
comes beyond  1,000,  the  less  practica- 
ble it  becomes  to  do  our  work 
efficiently.  And  I  would  urge  a  vote 
against  this  proposal. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  green 
card  here,  please  come  to  mike  2-  We've 
had  one  speech  for  one  speech  agairut. 

JIM  HARNISH  (Rorida):  First  I'd  like 
to  ask  an  utterly  irrelevant  question. 
Does  anybody  have  any  idea  what  this 
might  increase  the  cost  of  the  General 
Conference? 

CHARLES  COURTOY  (Florida):  Jim, 
I  would  assume  it  would  increase  it, 
and  increase  it  20%. 
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H  ARNISH:  I  think  the  fact  that  we  are 
ready  to  vote  for  this  without  the  faint- 
est idea  of  what  it  would  cost  is  pretty 
consistent  with  the  way  we  do  our  bud- 
geting here;  but  none  the  less,  I  would 
submit  to  you  that  we  have  missional 
needs.  We  almost  lightly  turned  away 
the  need  of  the  churches  in  Russia  yes- 
terday. I  would  submit  to  you  that  in- 
creasing radically  the  funding  to  have 
General  Conference  is  pure  administra- 
tive money  that  could  be  much  more  ef- 
fectively spent  in  effectiveness  to  reach 
to  a  broken  and  lost  world.  I  would 
urge  us  to  vote  against  the  increase  in 
size. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  There 
is  a  yellow  card  two-thirds  of  the  way 
back.  Please  go  to  mike  6.  We  have 
room  in  the  formula  of  our  rules  for 
only  one  speech  and  that  would  be  a 
speech  for  the  main  motion. 

BETH  CAPEN  (New  York):  I  raise  a 
concern  which  would  end  up  being  a 
speech,  1  think  in  favor. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  I'll 
mark  it  that  way. 

CAPEN:  Thank  you.  My  concern  is 
the  discussions  that  I've  been  hearing 
over  the  last  two  days.  And  it  grieves 
me  that  I'm  seen  a  tendency  to  argue 
and  express  feelings  more,  and  I  recog- 
nize it  particularly  in  this  conference, 
this  General  Conference  this  time,  on  a 
regional  basis.  If  there  was  someone 
who  were  to  get  up  and  speak  against 
this  who  is  going  to  lose  membership, 
then  I  would  probably  be  influenced. 
But  when  there's  a  conference  that's  go- 
ing to  gain  General  Conference  dele- 
gates speaking  against  gaining,  I  mean 
speaking  against  increasing  the  size  of 
the  conference,  I'm  not  as  influenced. 
And  I  hope  that  we  would  just  take  all 
things,  all  conferences  and  all  people 
into  consideration  when  we  vote. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  It  is 
before  us  and  that  is  the  motion  of  the 
committee.  I  turn  to  the  chair,  if  you 
wish  to  make  an  additional  comment. 

COURTOY:  Bishop,  I'd  let  the  body 
make  the  decision. 

Conference  Votes  Against 
Increasing  Delegate  Numbers 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  The 
motion  is  1 1 56  calendar  item  to  increase 
the  number  of  general  conference  dele- 
gates. Please  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  380;  No,  546]  And  the 
motion  is  defeated.  I  am  going  to  turn 
now  to  Scott  Jones.  I  understand  that 
there  is  one  other  matter  that  is  essen- 


tial that  we  have  before  us.  I'm  well 
aware  that  our  time  is  close,  but  we'll 
see  what  we  can  do  and  keep  faith  with 
the  calendar  as  it  has  been  presented,  or 
the  agenda,  rather. 

Faith  and  Order  Committee,  Accountable 
to  Council  of  Bishops,  Proposed 

SCOTT  JONES  (North  Texas):  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  Delegates,  I  would  direct 
your  attention  to  page  2240.  Twenty- 
two  forty.  The  calendar  is  1545.  We  rec- 
ommend concurrence  as  amended  with 
the  Petition  31696  which  is  on  551. 
However,  it's  not  going  to  do  you  much 
good  to  turn  to  the  DCA  unless  you 
want  me  to  go  through  the  whole  his- 
tory of  how  we  got  to  this.  This  is  one  of 
those  compromises  that  represented  a 
huge  coming  together  of  different 
members  from  different  perspectives  in 
the  Faith  and  Order  Committee  with 
the  strong  conviction  that  our  church 
needs  ways  to  strengthen  our  ability  for 
dialogue  and  doctrinal  discernment. 
We  are  recommending  that  there  be  a 
committee  on  Faith  and  Order  ap)- 
pointed  by  and  accountable  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  that  will  not  be  a 
group  to  dictate  doctrine  to  anybody, 
but  will  be  a  group  to  help  lead  the 
church  and  its  doctrinal  dialogue  so 
that,  to  quote  the  words  of  the  Discipline 
that  are  included  in  point  2,  "It  will  as- 
sist the  Council  in  finding  ways  of  fos- 
tering doctrinal  reflection  and 
theological  dialogue  at  all  levels  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  thereby 
helping  the  church  recover  and  update 
our  distinctive  doctrinal  heritage,  and 
thereby  enabling  doctrinal  reinvigora- 
tion  for  the  sake  of  authentic  renewal, 
fruitful  evangelism,  ecumenical  dia- 
logue and  social  witness."  Bishop,  we 
move  concurrence  as  this  petition  has 
been  amended. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  It's 
numbered  1545  and  it  is  before  us.  You 
may  speak,  the  green  card.  Please  go  to 
mike  6. 

ERIC  MCKINNEY  (Central  Texas): 
Bishop  Solomon,  yesterday  we  passed 
a  motion  asking  for  a  report  from 
GCFA  concerning  the  amount  of 
non-budgetary  requests  which  had 
been  referred  to  it  thus  far  in  the  confer- 
ence. This  is  but  another  proposal  that 
does  have  financial  impact.  I  would  ask 
for  that  report  to  be  given  before  we 
take  action  on  this.  We  have  referred, 
and  referred,  and  referred.  I  think  it's 
only  prudent  that  we  know  what  we 
have  asked  of  them  to  this  point  before 
we  add  any  more  to  it. 


BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  I  indi-  I 
cated  earlier  that  we  had  that  report 
coming  and  I  had  hoped  that  we  would 
be  able  to  receive  it.  I  don't  think  this  is 
inappropriate  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
that  nature,  if  in  fact  that  information  is 
readily  available  to  us.  I'll  have  to  turn 
to  representatives  of  GCFA  to  find  out 
if  such  information  is  available  at  this 
time.  It  might  have  been  available  ear- 
Her  in  the  afternoon,  but  it  may  not  be 
available  now.  Is  there  anyone  from 
GCFA  who  could  make  a  response  that 
would  give  some  information  or  some 
guidance  and  therefore  be  of  assistance 
to  us?  Well,  I  think  we  face  the  difficulty 
of  not  having  that  information  avail- 
able and  we  apologize  for  that.  We're 
now  on  Calendar  Item  1545.  It's  before 
us.  I  believe  we're  ready  ....  All  right. 
There  is  a  green  card  here.  Please  go  to 
mike  4 

WILLL\M     PEEPLES     (Louisiana):    I 
Bishop,  I  would  speak  against  this  pro-    I 
posal  because  we  have  some  fine  semi-    ' 
naries  of  great  integrity  in  which  the 
issues  of  faith  and  order,  I  think,  would 
be  great  to  be  developed,  struggled 
with  and  have  that  new  voice  coming 
out  of  our  seminaries,  shared  rather 
than  some  think  tank  created  to  do  that,    j 
We  already  have  them.  1 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 
Thank  you  very  much.  There  a  green 
card  over  here  to  mike  3.  That  is  a 
speech  against  the  committees  recom- 
mendation 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Are  you  speak- 
ing for  or  against  the  committee's  rec-    ■ 
ommendation? 

THOMAS  V.  WOLFE  (North  Central 
New  York):  I  am  offering  an  amend- 
ment in  the  . . . 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  you 
may  proceed. 

Proposed  Faith  and  Order  Committee  to 
Study  Theological  Differences 

WOLFE:  I  would  like  to  propose, 
Bishopand  delegates,  to  section  B,  third 
section,  which  would  be  directive  of 
this  commission,  that  number  one, 
"that  they  would  assess  the  reality  and 
impact  of  the  theological  differences 
within  our  church."  Two,  "determining 
if  the  diversity  characteristic  of  our 
church  can  encompass  our  differences, 
and  discerning  if  it  is  possible  for  our 
church  to  move  forward  as  one  body 
where  our  differences  are  truly  cele- 
brated as  resources  one  to  the  other." 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  By  the 
way,  I  did  not  mention  that  the  amend- 
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ment  was  before — is  profjerly  before 
us.  I  believe  it  was  seconded.  All  right. 
And  you  have  made  your  speech  for. 
Anything  else  you  want  to  say? 

WOLFE:  Well,  I  think  we  appear  to  be 
at  impasse  over  deeply  held  under- 
standings and  interpretations  and  be- 
liefs. There  exists  no  current  process  to 
bring  us  to  constructive  dialogue  be- 
tween sessions  of  General  Conference. 
And  I  think  we  find  ourselves  debating 
it  on  the  floor  in  a  very  short  period  of 
time.  And  if  we  do  not  directly  address 
this  issue  through  a  process  of  love  and 
integrity,  it  will  continue  to  tear  at  the 
fabric  of  the  church  that  we  love. 

BISHOPSOLOMON:  All  right.  That's 
a  speech  for.  Is  there  someone  wishing 
to  speak?  Here  is  a  pink  card,  here,  in 
the  center.  If  you  wnll  go  to  mike  4, 
please.  I  will  be  going  to  the  orange  card 
in  the  back.  We'll  take  that  in  a  moment. 

K.  EDWARD  TOMLINSON  (North 
Georgia):  Since  we  do  not  have  the  re- 
fwrt  from  GCFA — 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Excuse  me,  I 
just  learned  a  moment  ago,  just  this 
very  minute,  in  fact,  that  Bishop 
Looney  has  information  that  is  avail- 
able, and  1  would  ask  him,  if  you  would 
p>ermit  me,  sir — 

TOMLINSON:  Yes. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  —to  share  that 
information.  The  inquiry,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  is  what  is  the  amount  of  funds 
that  would  be  involved  if  all  were 
granted  as  extra-budgetary,  to  this 
point  at  least,  budgetary  funds.  Is  that 
correct? 

CCFA  Reports  $42  Million 
Unfunded  Requests 

BISHOP  RICHARD  C.  LOONEY:  My 
ajTologies  for  not  being  immediately 
available.  I  was  on  my  way  to  GCFA 
meeting,  being  forty  minutes  late, 
when  I  heard  the  request  for  the  report. 
The  latest  information,  before  what  we 
have  just  done,  is  that  the  General  Con- 
ference has  added  S58  million  to  the 
budget.  There  was,  at  least  the  time 
when  we  were  preparing  this,  another 
SI 2  million  waiting  for  your  decision. 
Before  you  get  completely  excited,  the 
proposed  budget  is  S526  million.  Built 
into  that  was  $16  million  available  for 
your  discretion;  which  means,  then,  $42 
million  not  in  the  proposed  budget. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  There  may  be  $7 
million  available  for  some  of  the  pro- 
posals tliat  are  currently  being  funded. 


Which  leaves  set  us  million  over  the 
proposed  budget.  And  if  the  other 
twelve  million  are  acted  upon,  that 
would  be  a  total  approaching  forty- 
seven  million.  We're  trying  to  work — 
have  been  all  day  and  are  trying  to 
work  this  evening — in  time  to  get  the 
material  in  the  DCA,  so  you  can  see 
what  you're  working  on.  You  should 
know  that  we  will  be  struggling  with 
the  recommendation  we  made  prior  to 
General  Conference  to  try  to  hold  the 
budget  in  a  way  that's  healthiest  for  the 
local  church  while  recognizing  some  of 
the  very  special  claims  that  are  being 
made. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  We  know  that  ul- 
timately this  decision  is  in  your  hands, 
and  GCFA  wants  to  be  your  servant  in 
the  matter.  But  I  do  think  you  need  to 
know  the  figures  that  we're  approach- 
ing. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  thank 
you.  You've  made  the  inquiry.  You've 
received  the  information.  We  have  this 
amendment  before  us.  One  f>erson  has 
spoken  for  the  amendment.  We  have 
other  speeches  yet  that  can  be  made.  I 
know  I  am  presuming  upon  the  calen- 
dar. We  are  really  pressing  some  of  our 
meetings.  This  is  going  to  be  the  last  pe- 
tition we  have,  though  we  have  some 
others  that  have  financial  implications 
that  we  hoped  we  would  be  able  to  ad- 
dress today.  We  simply  cannot  do  it. 
There's  an  orange  card  in  section  .  .  . 
near  the  back,  go  to  mike  7,  please. 
We're  on  the  Wolfe  amendment. 

J.  PHILIP  WOGAMAN  (Balti- 
more-Washington): I  sfjeak  against  the 
amendment,  but  in  a  friendly  spirit,  be- 
cause I  believe  the  purpose  of  the 
amendment  is  a  good  one.  However,  I 
think  the  kind  of  dealing  directly  with 
conflict  is  going  to  be  better  served  by 
the  previous  action,  which  you've  al- 
ready approved,  directing  the  Chris- 
tian Unity  group  to  deal  directly  with 
those  issues. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right. 

WOGAMAN:  We  have  established 
today  the  importance  of  serious  theo- 
logical work  that  probes  in  depth  with- 
out quite  so  much  heat,  but  with  a  good 
deal  more  light.  And  so  far  as  the  finan- 
cial implications  are  concerned,  as 
along  with  Scott,  one  of  those  who 
worked  at  putting  this  together,  it 
seemed  to  us  best  to  leave  that  in  the 
form  in  which  you  see  it,  trusting  that 
between  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
GCFA,  it  will  be  possible  to  work  this 


thing  through  in  a  way  that  will  be  con- 
sistent with  the  budgetary  resources 
available.  As  a  long-lime  theological 
professor,  I  can  tell  you  that  the  kind  of 
people  who  are  likely  to  serve  on  this 
commission  are  used  to  doing  things  on 
a  shoestring.  And  that  may  be  what 
we'll  have  to  do.  But  the  work  of  such  a 
commission  will  be  very  vital  in  the  life 
of  the  church.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right.  We 
have  one  spjeech  for,  one  speech  against 
the  Wolfe  amendment.  1  believe  we  are 
ready  to  vote  on  the  amendment.  I  do 
not  see  other  cards.  So  I  am  going  to  ask 
us  to  vote.  The  amendment  is  before  us. 
Will  you  please  ...  All  right,  I'm  sorry. 
Mike  4. 

MAC  BRANTLEY  (North  Georgia): 
The  question  1  have  is,  before  we  vote 
on  this,  can  you  tell  us  what  this  will 
cost? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  I'll  turn  to  the 
chair  of  the  committee. 

Cost  of  Proposed  Faith  and  Order 
Committee  Estimated  at  $50fl00  Annually 

SCOTT  J.  JONES  (North  Texas):  It  is 
my  intention  that  this  cost  approxi- 
mately S50,0(X)  a  year,  simply  to  cover 
meetings  and  minimal  secretarial  help. 
But  Phil  and  I  agreed  that  we're  not 
quite  sure  about  that,  and  the  GCFA  are 
the  experts.  But  we  regard  this  as  a 
small  item  in  the  overall  budget  of  the 
church,  and  yet  one  that  would  have 
huge  impacts,  disproportiorwte  to  sim- 
ply the  cost  of  the  meetings. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  now, 
let  me  keep  us  in  order,  here.  We're  re- 
ally on  the  Wolfe  amendment,  how- 
ever, the  information  you've  requested 
is  applicable  to  the  entirety  of  the  calen- 
dar item.  I  believe  we're  ready  to  vote 
on  the  Wolfe  amendment.  We'll  note 
that  there  was  an  amendment  propos- 
ing additional  criteria  in  this.  Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  145; 
No,  754]  The  amendment  is  not  sus- 
tained. We're  back  on  the  Calendar 
Item  1545.  All  right,  I'll  go  all  the  way  to 
the  back,  the  nearest  delegate  with  the 
orange  card,  to  the  mike  8.  Hold  steady. 
Mike  8.  Still  believe  we  have  the  wrong 
delegate  going,  but  I'm  not  sure.  Let's 
try  again.  Let  me  see  the  cards.  Oh,  yes, 
well,  we  have  lots  of  response  now.  Go 
ahead.  Mike  8. 

MARK  CONARD  (Kansas  West):  I 
would  move  an  amendment,  two 
places,  under  section  A,  the  third  line;  it 
would  read  "3  active  bishops,  7  persons 
chosen  on  the  basis"  and  then  it  would 
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follow.  Then  a  few  lines  down  after  "5 
ordained  elders,"  it  would  be  "5  or- 
dained deacons  or  diaconal  ministers." 
That  would  be  the  same  number,  but 
would  add  to  the  diversity  of  the  com- 
mission, or  the  committee,  and  would 
add  a  significant  component  to  what  is 
being  proposed. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  that 
amendment,  the  Conard  amendment  is 
now  before  us  adding  these  numbers 
that  have  been  so  identified.  Is  there 
anyone  who  wishes  to  speak  to  that 
amendment?  There's  a  green  card  by 
mike  4.  You  may  speak. 

LANE  WINN  (Louisiana):  Is  it  in  or- 
der to  make  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Yes,  it  is. 

WINN:  Also,  in  A  further  down  to- 
wards the  middle,  it  would  say  "In  ap- 
pointing the  committee,  the  Council 
will  make  intentional  efforts  towards 
racial,  gender,  lay,  clergy,  regional  di- 
versity" and  add  "age  diversity." 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  if  it,  is 
it  seconded?  It  is  seconded.  Do  you 
wish  to  speak  to  it? 

WINN:  Hello.  We've  been  trying  to 
be  an  inclusive  church  for  years  now 
and  I  think  that  in  order  to  do  that  fully 
we  need  to  add  age  diversity  on  all  of 
our  committees.  And  since  we're  going 
to  be  starting  this  one  from  the  bottom 
up,  we  should  just  go  ahead  and  do  that 
from  the  start. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  All  right,  we're 
on  the  Lane  Winn  amendment;  it's  be- 
fore us.  There  is  an  orange  card  in  the 
very  back.  Please  go  to  mike  7. 

PHIL  GRANGER  (North  Indiana): 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  May  I  interrupt 
you  for  just  a  moment?  I  took  liberties 
that  were  premised  upon  expectations 
not  yet  realized  on  my  part.  And  so,  to 
be  in  order,  is  there  a  motion  to  extend 
the  time  until  we  complete  this  ref>ort? 
That's  one  option.  The  other  option  is 
just  to  end  the  journey  right  where  we 
are  and  leave. 

GRANGER:  Bishop,  this  a  motion  for 
referral.  It  might  help  you  out. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  We'll  find  out 
after  we  hear  it,  all  right?  Please  proceed, 
but  only  after  I  find  out  the  will  of  the 
body.  I'm  not  going  to  try  to  do  the  work 
of  the  Agenda  Committee  here,  but  I 
need  to  know  the  senrtment  of  the 
house.  If  you're  willing  to  extend  the 
time  until  we  can  complete  this  n:\atter. 


will  you  please  indicate  either  direc- 
tion. Please  vote  when  the  light  ap>- 
pears. 

(Laughter) 

AH  right,  we'll  stop  right  where  we 
are.  May  I — hold  steady  please,  hold 
steady.  May  I  express  again — please  do 
not  make  any  response  to  this  expres- 
sion— my  gratitude  to  the  house.  It's 
been  a  long  day  and  I  pray  in  this  jour- 
ney that  we  have  experienced,  as  well 
as  expressed,  a  sense  of  collegiality  and 
conferencing,  sensitivity,  care  and  con- 
cern that  mark  our  life  in  this  journey 
together.  Will  you  remain  seated.  I'm 
going  to  ask  Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho 
to  come  and  pray  us  into  recess  and  to 
dinner.  Yes,  I'm  sorry,  I  must  ask 
Bishop  de  Carvalho  to  hold  one  minute. 
There  needs  to  be  a  word  from  our  Cal- 
endar Committee,  I  believe.  Mike  2. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida): 
I'm  not  sure,  could  you  give  us  some  di- 
rection. I  really  don't  feel  that  it's  fair 
for  us  to  adjourn  at  6:15  and  expect  the 
delegates  back  at  7:30.  Could  you  give 
us  some  direction  to  that?  What  is  the 
will  of  the  body? 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Well,  I  think 
you  need  to  put  some  specific  figure  in 
front  of  us.  It  would  seem  to  me  either 
7:45  or  8:00  and  . . . 

MASSEY:  I  move  that  we  adjourn  the 
adjournment  and  the  evening  session 
begin  at  8:00. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  AU  right,  that's 
the  motion  before  us.  If  you  would  ap)- 
prove  lift  a  hand.  If  you're  opposed,  lift 
a  hand.  It  is  supported;  we  are  to  return 
at  8.  However,  Bishop  de  Carvalho,  one 
moment.  I  need  to  check  to  see  with  our 
secretary  if  there  are  announcements 
that  must  be  made  at  this  point  or  can 
they  be  held  until  the  end  of  the  evening 
session. 

MARSHALL;  Just  one.  Bishop  Solo- 
mon, and  that  is  the  Discipleship  Leg- 
islative Committee  will  meet 
immediately  after  the  close  this  after- 
noon in  front  of  Section  A  for  5  min- 
utes. 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Thank  you 
very  much.  Bishop  de  Carvalho  will 
you  come  and  we'll  remain  seated  and 
will  you  lead  us  in  prayer. 

(Prayer) 

BISHOP  SOLOMON:  Amen.  You  are 
in  recess. 


Thursday  Evening 
May  11,  2000 

(Bishop  Aired  Johnson,  presiding) 

BISHOP  ALFRED  JOHNSON:  You 
may  be  seated.  Let  us  begin  our  evening 
session  in  a  continuance  of  prayer  and 
music  that  we've  begun  in  this  moment 
of  centering  and  prayer.  Guide  us,  O 
thou  Great  Jehovah.  We  are  merely  pil- 
grims in  this  barren  land.  We  are  so 
weak,  but  thou  art  so  mighty.  Hold  us 
with  thy  powerful  hand.  Bread  from 
heaven,  bread  only  made  in  heaven, 
feed  us  'til  we  want  no  more.  Gracious 
God,  indeed,  as  we  proceed  through 
this  part  of  our  journey,  we  can  do  noth- 
ing save  you  feed  us  with  your  special 
food  for  this  part  of  the  journey  for 
which  you  will  use  us.  Be  with  us,  guide 
us,  inspire  us — indeed,  drag  us — to  be- 
come those  persons  as  one  community 
to  lead  our  church.  But  in  all  things, 
pour  out  your  extravagant  grace  and 
mercy  upon  us.  For  that  is  the  only  way 
we  can  be  useable  for  thee.  In  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  we  pray  with 
thanksgiving.  Amen. 

We  have  at  least  an  agenda  in  a  num- 
ber of  nearly  400  petitions  that  can  last 
us  until  next  Wednesday,  and  we  have 
an  agenda  time  to  be  ending  for  this 
evening  at  10:30 — at  this  point.  God  in- 
deed has  been  with  us  in  many  ways 
this  day.  We  have  reached  some  moun- 
taintops  and  some  very  deep  valleys. 
But  we  know,  indeed,  that  God's  grace 
is  more  than  available  for  all  of  our 
needs  as  we  proceed  together  to  be  the 
table  that  God  will  use  to  send  forth 
God's  specialness.  I  love  making  the  ex- 
pression that  whenever  two  or  three  of 
us  gather,  indeed,  Jesus  is  powerfully  in 
our  midst.  However,  that's  always  a 
promise  and  a  threat.  The  promise  is 
that  Jesus  is  in  our  midst,  and  the  threat 
is  that  Jesus  is  in  our  midst.  And  what  I 
can  assure  you,  for  this  small  part  of  our 
journey  as  previous  journeys,  is  that 
none  of  us  will  leave  here  the  same  way 
we  came  in  even  at  this  moment.  For  in- 
deed, every  moment  with  Jesus  is 
transformative,  and  we  will  indeed 
find  a  new  level  of  transformation.  So 
as  we  proceed  through  this  evening,  let 
us  be  cognizant  of  every  nuance  of  the 
Spirit  that  will  lead  us  towards  being 
God's  people.  I  am  indeed  especially 
privileged  to  have  powerful  vehicles  of 
grace  supporting  me  this  evening  in  the 
person  of  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  and 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove.  We  look 
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forward  to  us  being  a  team  as  we've  al- 
ready begun  in  prayer  with  Cynthia, 
and  I  invite  you  to  see  yourselves  as  a 
part  of  our  team  working  for  God  and 
looking  forward  to  the  way  that  God 
will  use  us  to  bring,  indeed,  scriptural 
holiness  and  transformation  through 
this  land.  We'll  ask  that  we  have  a  re- 
port of  our  Agenda  Committee,  and 
then  Carolyn  Marshall  will  bring  to  us 
announcements  and  also  read  for  us  the 
declaratory  decision,  and  we  will  fol- 
low that  this  evening  with  the  continua- 
tion of  the  voting  for  alternates  for  the 
judicial  Council. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida): 
Bishop  Johnson  and  delegates,  tomor- 
row we  will  follow  the  same  order  that 
we've  been  following  with  music  and 
worship  service  until  9:00,  and  then 
we'll  have  a  report  from  the  Agenda 
Committee,  and  all  morning  we  will  be 
working  on  calendar  items  and  elec- 
tions of  various  sorts.  We  will  try  to  ad- 
journ at  12:15  for  lunch,  and  then  we'll 
come  back  here  at  2:30  and  we'll  be 
working  again  on  elections  and  calen- 
dar items.  We  will  again  try  to  recess  at 
5:30,  and  the  evening  session  will  begin 
again  with  calendar  items  and  elec- 
tions, and  goodness  knows  when  we 
will  adjourn.  I'm  not  making  any  pre- 
dictions. It  says  10:30,  but  this  is  the 
proposed  agenda.  We'll  talk  about  it  in 
the  morning.  Thank  you,  delegates. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you  so 
much  for  your  hard  work  in  ordering  us 
for  the  Spirit's  work.  I  call  up>on  Caro- 
lyn Marshall,  who  will  bring  to  us  any 
prior  announcements  that  will  be  heljj- 
ful  for  the  body,  as  well  as  then  reading 
a  declaratory  decision  by  the  Judicial 
Council,  after  which  we  will  take  a 
clergy  vote  for  alternates. 

judicial  Council  Rules  It  Does  Not  Have 

lurisdiction  To  Decide 

Legislation  Effective  Date 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  This  is  the 
Judicial  Council  regarding  the  request 
for  the  General  Conference  for  a  declar- 
atory decision  as  to  whether  a  vote 
taken  by  General  Conference  on  a  legis- 
lative petition  is  valid  if  only  a  portion 
of  that  fjetition  has  been  printed  in  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate  Advanced  Edi- 
tion and  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 
"On  May  10,  2000,  at  a  plenary  session, 
a  General  Conference  member  moved 
to  request  a  declaratory  decision  from 
the  Judicial  Council  as  to  whether  a 
vote  taken  by  the  General  Conference  is 
valid  if  only  a  portion  of  the  petition  is 
made  available  to  the  delegates.  Spe- 


cifically, the  portion  of  Petition  31789 
regarding  para.  2602  indicating  that  the 
action  would  take  effect  immediately 
was  not  made  available  to  the  delegates 
of  the  conference.  Fewer  than  a  major- 
ity of  the  members  of  the  General  Con- 
ference present  and  voting,  but  greater 
than  one-fifth  of  those  members,  voted 
in  favor  of  the  request,  and  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Judicial  Council 
pursuant  to  Paragraph  2609.1,  which 
reads,  'The  Judicial  Council  shall  de- 
termine the  constitutionality  of  any  act 
of  the  General  Conference  upon  an  ap- 
{jeal  by  a  majority  of  the  Council  of 
Bishofjs  or  one  fifth  of  the  members  of 
the  General  Conference.'  "  End  of  that 
quote  from  the  paragraph. 

'The  Judicial  Council  does  not  have 
jurisdiction  in  this  matter.  Paragraph 
2609.1  deals  spjecifically  with  a  request 
for  a  determination  of  constitutionality, 
and  as  such,  provides  for  referral  to  the 
Judicial  Council  with  less  than  a  major- 
ity affirmative  vote  for  a  request  from 
the  General  Conference.  In  the  instant 
matter,  the  request  was  for  a  declara- 
tory decision,  and,  with  no  constitu- 
tional question  at  issue,  the  request 
comes  under  Paragraph  2616.  Al- 
though that  paragraph  could  be  more 
clearly  vmtten  as  to  the  affirmative  vote 
required  for  referral,  there  is  no  refer- 
ence to  less  than  a  majority  affirmative 
vote  for  a  request  for  a  declaratory  deci- 
sion. In  this  matter,  a  majority  of  the 
General  Conference  members  did  not 
vote  for  referral.  The  Judicial  Council 
does  not  have  jurisdiction.  A  request 
for  oral  argument  was  denied  for  the 
reason  that  the  Judicial  Council  does 
not  have  jurisdiction.  John  G.  Corry 
recused  himself  and  did  not  take  part  in 
any  of  the  proceedings  related  to  this 
decision."  And  the  digest:  "Requests 
for  declaratory  decisions  which  do  not 
deal  with  constitutional  issues  require 
an  affirmative  vote  from  a  majority  of 
the  General  Conference  members  pres- 
ent and  voting.  In  this  matter,  there 
were  fewer  than  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers who  voted  affirmatively  for  refer- 
ral and,  therefore,  the  Judicial  Council 
does  not  have  jurisdiction." 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Move  to  mike  4.  Name  and  con- 
ference, please. 

GARNHART:  I'd  like  to  request  two 
points  of  information  from  our  confer- 
ence secretary,  if  I  might. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  You  may.  We'll 
try  it. 


Delegate  Questions  Original  Petilum 
or  DCA  as  Official 

GARNHART:  The  first  point  of  infor- 
mation is  in  regard  to  Rule  33  of  our 
General  Conference,  which  is  found  on 
page  1262  in  whichever  volume  that 
happens  to  be,  that  would  seek  the  in- 
terpretation of  that  paragraph,  in  par- 
ticular, the  middle  of  the  second 
sentence  that  says,  in  regard  to  peti- 
tions that  have  gone  through  commit- 
tees and  have  been  submitted  for 
printing,  "The  report  as  printed  in  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate  becomes  the  of- 
ficial copy,  subject  only  to  grammatical 
or  other  obvious  editorial  changes,  and 
shall  be  regarded  as  in  the  possession  of 
the  Conference."  That's  the  first  pwint 
that  I  would  like  clarified.  T>ie  second 
point  is,  if  this  does  not  mean  what  it 
appears  to  mean  to  me,  which  is  what 
we  have  presented  to  us  in  writing  is 
what  we're  dealing  with  and  not  some- 
thing that's  in  another  sheet  of  pajjer  in 
only  one  person's  possession — if  my  in- 
terpretation of  this  is  not  accurate,  I 
would  request  to  know  which  rule  it  is 
that  tells  us  that  we  must  refer  back  to 
that  original  piece  of  pap>er  signed  by 
the  original  petitioner,  even  though 
that  f>etition  has  now  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Conference  once  it's  gone 
through  a  committee. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 
You're  asking  the  secretary  to  respond 
to  that,  so  I  will  refer  that  to  the  secre- 
tary. 

MARSHALL:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 
The  words  mean  exactly  what  the 
words  say.  TTie  report  to  which  he  is  re- 
ferring is  that  middle  sentence  there, 
which  says,  'The  report  as  printed  in 
the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  becomes 
the  official  copy,  subject  only  to  gram- 
matical or  other  obvious  editorial 
changes  and  shall  be  regarded  as  in  the 
possession  of  the  Conference."  As  a 
matter  of  explanation,  I  would  simply 
say  to  you  that  this  refers  to  the  pro- 
cesses under  which  we  operate  here  at 
General  Conference.  It  refers  to  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  not  to  the  Ad- 
xvnce  edition.  Obviously,  people  work 
very  hard  to  have  things  in  compliance. 
One  of  the  things  which  was  empha- 
sized in  our  time  of  training  with  chairs 
and  vice-chairs  was  the  fact  that  the 
original  p>ehtions  are  always  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  legislative  committees, 
and  they  are  urged,  requested — as 
much  as  you  can  tell  people  to  do — to 
look,  to  go  from  what  is  on  the  original 
petition.  The  Adivnce  Daily  Christian 
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Advocate  is  furnished  for  guidance  and 
is  hopefully  as  error-free  as  possible. 
That  is  not  to  say  that  human  error  can- 
not happen  at  some  point,  and  that  is 
what  has  happened  in  this  instance. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you  very 
much.  I  want  to  remind  the  body  again 
that  it's  about  8:30  now,  and  we  have  an 
adjournment  time  of  10:30,  with  about 
400  different  petitions,  and  somehow 
we  are  to  finish.  I  also  want  to  remind 
the  body  of  Rule  21,  and  that  is,  what- 
ever is  unfinished  will  simply  be  unfin- 
ished. The  General  Conference  will  not 
do  anything  with  anything  that  we 
don't  get  finished  with,  and  so  it's  im- 
portant, I  think — particularly  for  these 
two  sacred  hours  we  have — that  you 
spend  time  doing  the  best  you  can  to  be 
the  body  of  Christ  as  we  need  to  be,  and 
move  it  quite  forthrightly. 

I  see  you  again.  You  want  to  follow  up 
on  the  question? 

Delegate  Asks  What  Conference  Rule 
Governs  "Official"  Status 

GARNHART:  The  point  of  order  is,  I 
believe,  that  was  an  answer  to  my  first 
question,  but  that  made  the  second 
question  very  relevant,  then:  Which  is 
the  rule  that  tells  us  that  we  must  go 
back,  even  after  something  has  reached 
this  floor,  to  the  original  petition  signed 
by  the  petitioner?  I  want  to  just  know, 
since  this  apparently  is  a  rule.  Which 
rule  is  it?  Where  is  it? 

MARSHALL:  Do  you  want  me  to  re- 
spond to  it?  Friends,  rules  are  going  on 
toward  perfection  too.  One  of  our  dele- 
gates here  chairs  that  Rules  Committee, 
and  1  would  more  than  pleased,  your 
Secretary  of  the  General  Conference 
would  be  more  than  pleased,  to  have 
Jerome  Del  Pino  respond  to  that.  Then 
let  me  simply  say  that  the  text  as 
printed  on  page  1991,  to  Calendar  Item 
623,  does  not  repeat,  but  is . . .  any  addi- 
tional material.  And  so  what  we  were 
voting  on  was  what  was  in  the  Advance 
DCA.  When  1  talked  about,  previously, 
the  fact  that  committees,  chairs, 
vice-chairs,  leadership  in  committees 
are  given  the  petitions,  those  in  refer- 
ence, the  Reference  Committee  also  are 
aware,  that  the  petitions  are  in  the  vari- 
ous committees.  It  is  probably  a  rule 
that  has  come  as  much  from  practice  as 
from  what  has  been  in  print.  But  that 
has  been  one  of  the  tenets  on  which  leg- 
islative committees  operate — that  the 
petitions  themselves  are  that  which  has 
been  dealt  with.  And  so  I  leave  it  in 
your  hands.  I  simply  give  you  what 


practice  has  been  and  what  the  instruc- 
tions in  the  committee  were  and  the  fact 
that  we  talked  very  specifically  about 
some  of  the  concerns  as  far  as  the  print- 
ing in  the  Advance  DCA,  and  the  ways  in 
which  the  staff  was  working  very  dili- 
gently to  deal  with  those  and  to  be  as  ac- 
curate as  possible,  and  to  please  refer  to 
the  original  petitions,  that  it  was  even 
more  important  this  time  than,  hope- 
fully, some  other  times.  We'll  go  on  to 
perfection  again. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you  very 
much.  We  know  the  enormous  work 
that  you  do,  and  the  staff,  and,  as  you 
say,  we're  all  moving  towards  perfec- 
tion. Recognize  the  person  wdth  the  yel- 
low card.  Please  go  to  mike  6  or  8. 

Conference  Debates 
Question  of  Effective  Date 

PATRICIA  E.  FARRIS  (California-Pa- 
cific): Bishop,  maybe  I'm  misunder- 
standing the  secretary's  explanation, 
but  I  believe  she  just  told  us,  then,  that 
the  sentence  about  the  effective  date 
was  not  before  us  when  we  acted.  Is 
that  correct? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I  believe  that  is 
correct.  Is  that  correct? 

MARSHALL:  Yes. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes. 

MARSHALL:  It  was  in  the  legislative 
committee  on  the  original  petition  that 
was  available  for  use.  But  thaf  s  instruc- 
tions, and  I'm  not  saying  it's  dovm  on . . . 

FARRIS:  I  understand  that,  but  that 
means,  then,  that  when  this  body 
voted,  that  sentence  was  not  before  us. 
No  action  has  been  taken  on  the  sen- 
tence about  the  effective  date.  Is  that 
correct? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  That  is  correct. 
OK,  I'm  seeing  . . .  with  the  green,  mike 
4. 

CHARLES  D.  (DENNY)  WHITE,  JR. 
(Western  North  Carolina):  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  As  I  recall,  a  speech  was  made  a 
day  or  so  ago  about  this  matter,  and  the 
question  was  raised  about  whether  it 
really  mattered  or  not  whether  that  sen- 
tence was  before  the  committee.  If  the 
members  will  get  Paragraph  2602  and 
look  at  it,  I  think  it  would  be  correct  to 
say  that  the  amendment  proposed  re- 
moving the  age  limit  occurs  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  Paragraph  2602.  Now,  if 
I'm  wrong  about  that,  I  can  sit  down 
and  be  quiet.  So  I  guess  I  should  ask,  is 
that,  in  fact,  correct?  [The  podium  indi- 
cates "Yes'l 


Now,  to  continue  reading  that  para- 
graph, 2602,  you  flip  the  page,  and  lo 
and  behold,  at  the  end  of  it  is  this  sen- 
tence: "This  paragraph  shall  become  ef- 
fective immediately  upon  passage  by 
the  General  Conference."  Now,  I  sup>- 
pose  it  is  a  reasonable  question  to  ask, 
to  what  does  that  refer — to  the  original 
paragraph  as  printed  in  the  book,  or  to 
anything  which  might  ultimately  apj- 
pear  in  the  paragraph?  But  I  think  it  is  at 
least  arguable  that  it  really  doesn't  mat- 
ter whether  that  sentence  were  before 
the  committee;  it's  already  in  the  book. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  OK, 
the  secretary  would  like  to  respond.  I 
know  this  has  been  before  us  and  we've 
gone  over  these  same  points  on  a  num- 
ber of  occasions.  The  chair  would  like  to 
see  if  the  body  would  like  to  move  in 
some  direction  with  the  information 
that  is  before  us,  and  we'll  ask  the  secre- 
tary, who  would  like  to  speak,  to  per- 
haps move  us  in  those  directions. 

MARSHALL:  For  those  who  are  look- 
ing at  a  Discipline  at  Paragraph  2602, 
you  will  note  that  it  is  done  in  two  para- 
graphs. The  sentence  that  says  "this 
paragraph  shall  become  effective  im- 
mediately upon  passage  by  the  General 
Conference"  is  at  the  end  of  the  second 
paragraph.  The  term — the  sentence 
that  we're  working  with — that  we're 
dealing  with — that  creates  our  concern 
and  our  opportunity  at  the  moment,  is 
in  the  first  paragraph.  So  in  reality,  un- 
derstanding "paragraph"  to  mean  a 
singular  paragraph,  it  does  not  refer  to 
the  paragraph  in  question.  Or  it  would 
not  seem  to. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes,  mike  6. 

RICHARD  PARKER  (New  York): 
ThaiJc  you.  Bishop.  Some  of  us  con- 
cerned about  this  issue  have  tried  to 
look  at  those  questions  very  carefully.  It 
is  clear  that  the  sentence  in  question 
does  appear  at  the  end  of  the  second 
paragraph  in  2602.  However,  it  also  is 
clear,  it  seems  to  me,  that  that  sentence 
applies  to  the  initial  adoption  of  that 
paragraph  and  clearly  cannot  be  con- 
strued to  stretch  into  the  future  and  to 
apply  to  future  action  of  the  General 
Conference  in  regard  to  2602.  That  is 
done,  it's  in  the  past,  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  action  we  are  taking  today.  I  be- 
lieve that  we  acted  correctly  on  the 
printed  material  in  the  DCi4.  We  did 
not  act  on  the  handwritten  item  on  the 
petition,  which  held  that  it  should  be  ef- 
fective immediately,  and  therefore  that 
sentence  is  not  included  in  the  action 
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which  we  took,  and  it's  not  included  in 
a  relevant  way  in  the  Discipline. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK,  we  are  shar- 
ing a  goodly  amount  of  information. 
We're  not  moving  in  any  direction  at 
this  point.  Please.  Mike  1,  please. 

Motion  to  Discontinue  All  Discussion 
of  Effective  Date  is  Passed 

M.  DIANE  NUNNELEE  (Missouri 
West):  I'm  not  really  sure  how  to  do 
this,  but  I  would  move  all  that  is  before 
us,  which  has  been  before  us  before.  We 
have  the  work  of  God  to  do.  Four  years 
is  not  going  to  make  a  whole  lot  of  dif- 
ference in  the  whole  Kingdom  of  God 
with  one  person.  There  are  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  children  that  have  died 
while  we  have  been  meeting,  and  there- 
fore— I  don't  know  how  to  do  it,  but  can 
we  just  move  this  and  vote  as  a  house  to 
close  all  discussion,  accept  what  has 
hapf)ened,  and  move  on? 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  The  chair  will 
take  that  as  a  motion.  Would  anyone 
like  to  second  it? 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKERS:  Yes. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  It  is  properly 
moved  and  seconded,  that  we,  quote, 
"move  on."  Any  further  discussion?  If 
you  would  like  to  move  on,  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes,  785;  No.  94]  It 
prevails,  and  we're  moving  on. 

I  want  to  have  Keith  Boyette  stand 
and  be  recognized.  He  was  elected  as  a 
clergy  member  of  the  Judicial  Council, 
but  he  was  not  present.  It's  wonderful 
to  be  elected  when  you're  not  here. 
Keith,  would  you  stand  and  let  us  rec- 
ognize you?  He  is  from  Virginia.  He's 
up  there. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  We 
will  now  move  to  elect  your  alternates. 
You'll  be  voting  for  six  persons.  I'll  ask 
the  secretary  if  she  would  read  the 
names  and  numbers  for  you,  that  we 
might  begin  to  vote. 

Ballot  for  Clergy  Delegates 
to  Judicial  Conference 

MARSHALL:  2-Elsie  J.  Crickard; 
3-Frank  B.  Davies;  4-Ralph  Laurence 
Dill  III;  5-PhiIip  Fenn;  6-Thomas  H. 
(Tom)  Griffith;  7-Susan  Henry-Crowe; 
8-Belton  F.  Joyner;  1(>- Thomas 
Shanklin;  11 -Robert  K.  Sweet  Jr.; 
12-Francine  Taylor-Thirus;  13-Jane 
Tews;  14-Linda  Thomas;  15-Theodore 
'Ted"  Walter. 


BISHOP  JOHNSON:  It  is  the  chair's 
understanding  that  you  v^rill  be  voting 
for  6,  and  that  you  will  be  voting  on  6 
occasions.  I  see  a  number.  One  of  you 
may  go  to  mike  8,  the  person  who  is 
standing. 

JANE  TEWS  (Desert  Southwest):  I 
should  have  realized  when  I  saw  that  I 
was  No.  13  that  that  was  an  omen. 
Brothers  and  sisters  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, I  do  want  to  thank  all  of  you  for 
the  love  and  support  that  so  many  of 
you  have  given  me  in  this  difficult  time. 
Needless  to  say,  in  48  hours  I  went  from 
a  great  deal  of  joy  to  a  great  deal  of  de- 
spair. Unfortunately,  despite  assertions 
from  a  number  of  delegates  from  the 
floor  that  this  was  not  a  political  pro- 
cess, many  believe  that  this  judicial 
election  was  extremely  politicized,  and 
worse,  that  judicial  integrity  has  been 
called  into  question.  There  have  been 
whisperings  of  maneuvering,  manipu- 
lation, and  regionalization.  Frankly, 
folks,  I  have  found  the  process  most 
distasteful.  In  an  effort  to  bring  this 
election  back  to  higher  ground,  and  in 
an  attempt  to  alleviate  any  feeling  that  1 
may  be  entitled  to  the  position  as  an  al- 
ternate because  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened; and  because  I  do  not  want  to  be 
a  bone  tossed  to  the  Western  Jurisdic- 
tion and  all  those  who  have  felt  com- 
pletely disenfranchised  by  many 
actions  of  the  General  Conference,  I  re- 
spectfully withdraw  my  name. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  [Ap- 
plause] Mike  3. 

RHETT  JACKSON  (South  Carolina): 
Would  it  be  possible  to  put  on  the 
screen  the  last  results  of  the  last  ballot? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  We're  working. 

JACKSON:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  This  may  take  a 
few  moments.  Do  you  feel  you  need  to 
see  this  in  order  to  vote  properly?  [Cries 
of  "no"]  I  am  hearing  a  wide  "no",  so 
let's  begin  to  vote,  if  you  will.  You  may . 
.  .  each  one  takes  a  majority  vote.  We 
will  vote  6  times  in  succession.  You 
may  vote  when  the  light  apf>ears  or 
when  the  names  are  on  the  screen 
again. 

[Voting] 

OK,  you  may  again  vote  when  the 
light  appears  for  your  second  choice. 

^  [Voting] 

You  may  vote  again  for  your  third 
choice. 


[Voting] 
Now  for  your  fourth. 

[Voting] 
Fifth. 

[Voting] 
And  finally,  the  sixth. 

[Voting] 

OK.  We  will  get  the  results  a  little  bit 
later.  We'll  move  to  a  motion  that  I  un- 
derstand was  left  to  Faith  and  Order. 
We'll  ask  those  persor\s  if  they'd  come 
at  this  time.  [Pause]  Scott  Jones,  would 
you  bring  us  up  to  date  so  that  we  may 
begin  to  move? 

SCOTT  JONES:  Yes,  sir.  Delegates,  I 
call  your  attention  again  to  page  2240; 
twenty-two  forty.  The  Calendar  Item  is 
1545.  The  Faith  and  Order  Committee 
recommends  concurrence  with  this  pe- 
tition. 

Proposed  Committee  on  Faith  and  Order 
Discussion  Renewed 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  If  s 
my  understanding  that  you've  had  two 
amendments,  and  that  upon  leaving 
delegate  Granger  was  at  the  mike  and 
making  a  motion  for  referral.  I'd  like  to 
call  delegate  Granger  back  again  to  see 
if  you'd  like  to  continue  in  that  process. 
Are  you  present?  And  if  you  would 
move  to  mike  7.  /Pousei  Just  to  check,  is 
the  body  clear  as  to  where  we  are?  Do 
you  remember  where  we  left  this?  Does 
anyone  need  to  be  brought  on  board? 
OK,  let's  proceed. 

PHILIP  R.  GRANGER  (North  Indi- 
ana): I  would  like  to  move  referral  to 
GCOM;  and  if  seconded,  I  would  like  to 
speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I  hear  a  second. 
You  may. 

GRANGER:  Yes,  I  believe  this  is  a  sig- 
nificant event  in  the  life  of  our  church.  I 
also  believe  that  the  underlying  respon- 
sibihties  already  rest  with  GCOM.  I 
would  suggest  that  rather  than  making 
a  significant  decision  like  this  "on  the 
fly"  on  the  floor  of  this  Conference,  that 
we  ask  GCOM  to  look  at  this  over  the 
next  four  years,  recommend  how  we 
might  implement  this.  In  the  interim, 
the  most  significant  discussion  that  we 
have  to  do  as  a  church  has  already  been 
referred  to  the  Commission  on  Inlerre- 
ligious  Affairs,  (sic.  GCCUICI  and  I 
would  move  that  because  of  this,  we  al- 
low sufficient  time  to  develop  this  op- 
portunity. 
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BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  Is 
there  anyone  who  would  hke  to  speak 
either  for  or  against  the  motion  for  re- 
ferral? This  would  take  all  that  is  before 
us  and  refer  it  to  GCOM.  Seeing  none, 
we  will  ask  the  chair  of  the  committee  if 
he  would  speak  to  it. 

JONES:  Delegates,  this  is  very  similar 
to  a  proposal  that  was  passed  at  the 
General  Conference  in  1996.  But  be- 
cause it  did  not  have  funding,  it  was  not 
ever  entered  into  the  Discipline.  I  think 
the  funding  we  are  talking  about  is 
.0005  of  the  apportionments.  This  is  not 
a  big-dollar  item.  When  I  was  a  pastor, 
we  had  potluck  dinners.  It  was  my 
practice  to  be  last  in  line  so  that  I  could 
speak  to  all  the  people  and  especially 
greet  the  visitors.  Just  because  1  am  last 
in  this  lineup  of  people  looking  for 
funding,  1  think  there  is  still  some  good 
casserole  and  maybe  even  dessert  left 
over.  I  urge  you  to  pass  this  and  let 
GCFA  wrestle  with  the  funding,  and 
we'll  see  how  it  all  comes  out  tomor- 
row. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  It  is 
now  before  you.  We  will  move  now  to 
vote.  I  would  ask  ...  is  there  a  question 
or  a  point  of  order,  or  a  question  of  clari- 
fication? Mike  4. 

LEE  B.  SHEAFFER  (Virginia):  GCFA 
looked  at  this  Committee  on  Faith  and 
Order  during  the  dinner  hour,  and  we 
project  that  this  would  cost  $408,000 
over  the  quadrennium. 

Faith  and  Order  Committee 
Referred  to  GCOM  for  Study 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you,  very 
much,  for  the  information.  OK,  it  is  now 
before  you.  If  you  would  vote  to  refer 
this  matter,  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  524;  No,  387}  You  have  re- 
ferred it.  Thank  you  very  much. 

We  move  now  to  Church  and  Society. 
I'm  sorry,  we  move  to  Independent 
Commissions,  Harold  Batiste,  and  we'll 
ask  him  to  introduce  the  business  at 
hand.  Following  that  will  be  Church 
and  Society,  and  we'll  ask  Terri  Rae 
Chattin  to  be  available  to  proceed. 

Independent  Commissions  Report 

HAROLD  E.  BATISTE,  JR.  (South- 
west Texas):  Thank  you.  Good  evening. 
Bishop  Johnson. 

BISHOP  ALFRED  JOHNSON:  Good 
evening. 


Distribution  of  General  Conference 
Materials  for  Central  Conference  Delegates 

BATISTE:  All  the  members  of  our 
leadership  team  are  David  Banks, 
Margie  Briggs,  and  Gil  Hanke  who  is  a 
lay  delegate  of  the  Texas  Conference. 
We  have  a  resolution  and  you  will  find 
it  on  page  2118,  in  Wednesday's  DC  A. 
The  title  is,  "Translation  and  Distribu- 
tion of  Materials  for  Delegates  of  the 
Central  Conference."  Perhaps  you've 
had  a  chance  to  read  it. 

Members  of  the  Independent  Com- 
missions Committee  express  enormous 
concern  about  appropriate  translation 
and  timely  delivery  of  printed  materi- 
als for  delegates  of  the  Central  Confer- 
ence. So  we  appointed  a  resolutions 
committee,  chaired  by  Odell  Thomp- 
son, lay  delegate  of  the  Wisconsin  Con- 
ference, Ben  Alford,  clergy  delegate  of 
the  Tennessee  Conference,  Charles 
Johnson,  clergy  delegate  of  the  North 
Indiana  Conference,  and  Ida  Power,  lay 
delegate  of  the  Virginia  Conference, 
and  they  framed  the  resolution.  I  move 
its  acceptance. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  It  is 
before  you.  Yes.  Mike  4,  the  pink  card 
there  in  the  middle. 

ODELL  THOMPSON  (Wisconsin): 
This  will  have  to  be  deferred  to  the 
GCFA  because  it  does  have  financial 
implications. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  The 
chair  recognizes  Molly  Stewart  who 
would  like  to  speak  to  this. 

Materials  Translation  Debated 

MOLLY  STEWART  (North  Ala- 
bama): Thank  you.  Bishop  Johnson.  To 
the  conference:  We  the  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  agree  with  the 
spirit  of  this  resolution.  However,  there 
are  some  concerns  there,  and  we  would 
like  to  make  a  friendly  amendment  to 
the  resolution  if  the  independent  com- 
mission will  accept  that.  It's  in  the  area 
where  it  says  "Be  it  further  resolved 
that  the  . . .  and  number  2,  "that  all  nec- 
essary translated  materials  such  as  the 
advanced  DCA,  be  in  the  possession  . . . 
"  And  we'd  like  to  speak  to  the  area  of 
the  word  "translation,"  that  if  you 
would  accept,  let  the  commission  deter- 
mine the  languages  that  would  be 
translated.  Because  at  that  time,  in  2004, 
we  are  not  sure  what  they  might  be.  So 
we  would  ask  if  yoit  would  allow  the 
commission  working  at  that  time  that 
privilege. 
BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 


BATISTE:  Bishop,  we  can  accept  that 
as  a  friendly  amendment. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  It's  been  ac- 
cepted as  a  friendly  amendment.  I  rec- 
ognize that  it's  really  the  privilege  of  J 
the  body  to  allow  this  to  happen,  but  if  I  ' 
don't  see  strong  objections,  we're  going 
to  allow  them  to  move  in  that  direction. 
1  see  a  card  in  the  middle.  If  you  would, 
move  to  Mike  no.  5.  There  was  a  pink 
card  in  the  middle  here  .  .  .  move  to 
mike  no.  5  if  you  will. 

DOROTHY  RAVENHORST  (Vir- 
ginia): I  would  like  to  make  an  amend- 
ment after  no.  2,  there,  in  "Be  it  further 
resolved  ..." 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Just  before  you 
do  that,  1  want  to  -  and  I  will  certainly 
allow  you  to  do  that.  There  is  a  friendly 
amendment  that  is  being  offered,  and 
the  commission  is  accepting  that.  If  I 
don't  hear  a  loud  protest  from  the  body, 
I'm  going  to  assume  that  you'll  allow 
that.  Can  I  assume  that? 

Thank  you  very  much.  Now  you  may 
speak. 

RAVENHORST:  After  the  words, 
"translation  and  printing  of  such  mate- 
rial," add  the  words,  "using  profes- 
sional translators,  rather  than  relying 
on  computer  translation."  This  is  a  very 
difficult  job  for  translators  . .  . 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Let  me  see,  if       j 
you  will,  and  1  don't  mean  to  interrupt 
you  -  is  there  a  second? 
If  s  been  seconded.  Please  speak. 
RAVENHORST:  May  I  speak  now? 
BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes  indeed. 
RAVENHORST:   Translating   for   a 
church  group  like  this  is  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  ordinary  translation 
you  might  have  in  business  or  other  af- 
fairs. When  the  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
tries can  enlist  people  that  know  the 
church  language  and  church  proce- 
dures and  use  professional  translators, 
it's  much  better  than  attempting  to  rely 
on  volunteers.  And  at  the  end  of  the 
third  paragraph,  add  a  sentence  that 
carries  out  what  I  was  saying.  Paid 
translators  should  be  provided  for  all 
plenary  sessions  and  legislative  com- 
mittees if  a  sufficient  number  of  quali- 
fied translators  cannot  be  secured  as      I 
volunteers. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  It's 
been  moved  and  seconded.  Does  any- 
one wish  to  speak  to  it?  Hearing  none, 
I'll  ask  the  committee  chair  if  he  would 
like  to  speak  to  this. 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  1 1 


2399 


BATISTE:  1  have  a  closing  statement. 
Effective  preparation  is  an  absolute  re- 
quirement for  delegates  to  do  the  work 
of  the  General  Conference.  And  this  ad- 
vice is  no  less  true  for  delegates  of  the 
Central  Conference.  I  move  acceptance 
of  the  resolution.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Now,  Mr.  Ba- 
tiste, you  do  recognize  that  right  now 
we  have  an  amendment  before  us;  and  I 
am  assuming  that  your  closing  state- 
ment was  simply  to  speak  to  that 
amendment  as  well.  If  you  would 
amend  the  resolution  as  it  has  been 
given  to  you,  would  you  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  667;  No,  305]  Thank 
you,  you  have  amended  it,  and  we 
thank  you  for  your  work  at  this  point. 
Mr.  Batiste,  do  you  have  other  items  for 
us? 

Translation  of  General  Conference 
Materials  Approved 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I'm  sorry. 
Thank  you.  If  you  would  now  support 
the  motion  as  amended,  would  you 
again  vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes, 
841;  No,  58}  Thank  you,  you  have  now 
amended  and  supported  the  motion  as 
it  is.  1  see  cards  waving.  I'll  go  all  the 
way  in  the  back,  in  the  middle.  If  you 
will,  move  to  mike  number  8. 

H.  EDDIE  FOX  (Holston):  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  I  am  impressed  with  your  eye 
sight,  so  thank  you  for  seeing  us. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  It's  the  glasses. 

FOX:  I  need  to  know  your  optician. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I'll  be  sure  to 
share  her  with  you. 

(Laughter) 

FOX:  Bishop,  the  only  people  behind 
us  are  the  general  secretaries,  between 
us  and  Lake  Erie. 

(Laughter) 

And  I  must  re|X>rt  that  they're  all 
awake.  I'm  moving  to  take  from  the  ta- 
ble a  motion  that  was  tabled  last  eve- 
ning dealing  with  Calendar  Item  916,  p. 
2068,  deahng  with  Petition  30097,  in  the 
Advance  p.  453.  If  I  could  have  that  re- 
moved from  the  table,  1  would  like  to  let 
the  house  know  that  I  would  like  to 
make  a  substitute  motion  to  those 
items. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Is  there  a  sec- 
ond? It  is  before  you  as  a  non-debatable 
motion.  If  you  would  so  approve  this 
matter  to  remove  it  from  the  table  for 
the  purposes  mentioned,  would  you 


vote  when  the  light  appears.  (Yes,  736; 

No,  1361 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  Yes. 

Theological  Education  in  Europe 
Recalled  from  Table 

FOX:  Bishop,  on  Tuesday  evening  we 
passed  Calendar  Item  638,  Petition 
30595  that  came  from  Higher  Education 
dealing  with  theological  education  in 
Europe.  That  dealt  with  the  matter  of 
the  seminaries  in  what  is  sometimes 
called  Eastern  Europe.  I'd  like  to  move 
a  substitute  motion  to  that  which  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  the  substitute 
is  as  follows: 

&'that  the  General  Conference  estab- 
lish an  Advance  Special  goal  of  SI  0  mil- 
lion for  the  quadrennium  for  church 
congregational  development  for  the 
following  countries  in  Europe:  Bul- 
garia, Croatia,  CIS  (including  Russia), 
the  Czech  Republic,  Estonia,  Hungary, 
Kosovo,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Macedonia, 
Poland,  Slovakia,  Yugosla\'ia — I  name 
those  so  that  there  is  no  misunderstand- 
ing— 

&that  this  fund  be  allocated  by  the 
bishops  of  the  areas  of  Northern  Eu- 
rof>e,  Russia,  Central  and  Southern  Eu- 
rope, in  cooperation  with  the  national 
church  leaders, 

&'and  that  this  Advance  Special  be 
promoted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries, 

&■  and  in  addition  that  SI  million  be 
apportioned,  and  SI  million  be  re- 
quested from  the  reserves  of  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  at  this  kairos  moment 
for  church  development  for  the  qua- 
drennium for  the  same  countries  to  be 
allocated  in  the  same  manner. 

Bishop,  we  all  agreed  last  night  it  is  a 
kairos  moment,  and  I  would  urge  that 
this  conference  would  take  this  step  to 
enable  our  brothers  and  sisters  who 
suffered  much  for  50  to  70  years,  to  be 
able  to  step  forward  in  establishing 
congregations  that  would  make  possi- 
ble people  coming  to  know  the  healing 
hope  and  salvation  that  is  offered  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  Is 
there  a  second?  It  is  now  properly  be- 
fore you.  It  is  a  substitute,  and  under 
your  rules  we  first  then  would  move  to 
f>erfect  the  main  motion.  The  main  mo- 
tion is  listed  as  is.  Are  there  amend- 
ments or  questions  that  anyone  would 
like  to  make  to  the  main  motion?  Then, 
we  would  move  to  perfect  the  substi- 


tute. All  the  way  in  the  back,  mike  8.  We 
are  now  working  on  the  main  motion. 

SAM  WYNN  (North  Carolina):  I 
would  like  to  amend  to  add  Austria  to 
this.  If  I  get  a  second,  I'll  spjeak  to  it. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  We  are  amend- 
ing the  substitute.  Eddie  Fox,  how  does 
that  sound  to  you? 

FOX:  Was  the  question  asked  to  add 
Austria  to  it? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  That's  correct. 

FOX:  It  was  not  in  my  list  as  we  met 
last  evening.  We  talked  about  the  coun- 
tries that  had  been  in  what  was  known 
as  the  former  communist  countries  of 
Europe. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  The  answer, 
Eddie,  is  "Yes"  or  "No."  Would  you  be 
willing  to  add  that? 

FOX:  I  have  no  problem. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 

FOX:  You  just  vote  the  rest  of  it. 
(laughter) 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  Is 
the  body  willing  to  just  allow  that  to  be 
added?  Thank  you,  so  now  you  have 
the  substitute  that  is  before  us.  Again 
we're  back  to  main  motion.  I  did  see  a 
hand  over  heresomewhere.  We're  f>er- 
fecting  the  main  motion.  Yes,  mike  1. 

BROOKE  CONKLIN  (Troy):  I  guess 
it's  partly  on  the  main  motion  and 
fwrtly  on  the  other  one  there.  The  fact  of 
taking  the  SI, 000,000  from  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  I  don't  see  how  we 
can  do  that  until  we  here  from  GCFA 
how  many  other  requests  are  coming 
out  of  Global  Ministries. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  We 
are  again  on  the  main  motion.  Basically, 
that  means  as  we  perfected  you  can 
amend  it,  you  can  change  it.  Yes  in  the 
middle,  down  front  in  the  middle.  Yes. 
Mike  4 

ULF  RICKARDSSON  (Sweden): 
Bishop,  first  I  need  to  know  if  I  am  in  or- 
der. I  havean  amendment,  a  suggestion 
for  an  amendment  to  the  motion  put  be- 
fore us  by  Eddie  Fox.  Is  that  the  one  that 
we  are  on  now? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  That's  okay,  we 
are  the  main  motion,  the  one  that  the 
pages  were  showing  before,  but  pro- 
ceed with  your  question.  Ididn'thearat 
first  and  I  was  trying  to  listen  for  your 
name.  Would  you  repeat  it  please? 

RICKARDSSON:  My  question  is  basi- 
cally, are  we  discussing  the  motion  of 
Eddie  Fox  or  are  we  discussing  the  mo- 
tion that  is  in  the  DCi4? 
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BISHOP  JOHNSON:  We  are  discuss- 
ing the  motion  that  is  in  the  DCA. 

RICKARDSSON:  OK. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  That  is  the  main 
motion  and  that's  the  only  one  we  are 
dealing  with  at  this  moment.  We  will 
come  back  to  the  substitute  as  soon  as  it 
seems  the  house  has  perfected  the  main 
motion.  Yes,  mike  2. 

ARNIE  RHODES  (Western  Pennsyl- 
vania): (identifies  himself) 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes,  just  a  sec- 
ond, did  I  hear  a  point  of  order?  Mike  8 
Are  you  raising  a  point  of  order?  Mike 
8,  please,  mike  8 

Confusion  Over  Which  Petition 
Is  Being  Considered 

OYBIND  HELLIESEN  (Norway): 
Would  you  please  repeat  the  number  of 
the  petition?  I  think  we  are  on  the 
wrong  petition. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Would  you 
show  on  the  screen  again  the  number 
and  page  of  the  petition.  Okay,  while 
it's  coming  you  will  find  it  on  your  Ad- 
vance DCA  p.  1024, 1024,  Petition  30595. 
It's  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  beginning 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page  on  the  left 
page.  You  are  saying  that  is  not  the  cor- 
rect petition. 

HELLIESEN:  That's  the  wrong  peti- 
tion. The  Petition  is  30097. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I  hear  the  body, 
some  persons  in  the  body.  Can  we  get 
this  on  the  screen  so  that  we  have  the 
correct  information  please? 

HELLIESEN:  The  number  is  Petition 
30097.  "Raise  Money  for  Russian  Semi- 
nary and  Church  Growth"  is  the  text. 
The  one  we  were  dealing  with  is  al- 
ready passed  and  was  about  the  semi- 
nary. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Just  a  second, 
you  have  not  been  recognized.  Just  a 
moment  please.  Okay,  I  think  it  is  on  the 
screen  now.  And  let's  see  if  this  is  the 
correct  one  that  the  body  is  to  be  deal- 
ing with  so  that  we  are  all  on  the  same 
page.  Someone  raising  a  question  about 
whether  this  one  is  the  correct  one  or 
not?  Is  this  one  the  right  one?  I'm  hear- 
ing a  yes.  Mike  2  unless  I  hear  point  of 
order.  I'm  hearing  a  point  of  order. 

RHODES:  My  point  of  order  is  that  I 
have  indicated  that  we  have  amended 
this  motion  with  some  words  in  regard 
to  an  Advance  Special.  And  I'd  like  to 
know  if  that's  what  weare  considering? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  I'll 
turn  to  the  secretary  and  ask  if  we  have 


an  amended  version  of  what  is  in  the 
DCA.  And  if  it  is  an  amended  version,  if 
she  would  read  what  the  amendments 
are.  Okay,  we  don't  have  record  of  the 
amended  version.  Point  of  order.  Let's 
try  it  all  the  way  in  the  back.  It's  won- 
derful to  have  so  much  help.  Mike  7 

CAROLYN  JOHNSON  (North  Indi- 
ana): Bishop,  my  question  on  Calendar 
Item  916  relates  to  the  process  of  per- 
fecting the  original.  On  the  motion  from 
the  committee,  the  motion  is  for  non- 
concurrence.  What  would  be  the  affect 
of  perfecting  a  motion  for  nonconcur- 
rence? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  That's  a  very 
good  question.  It  is  still  before  us.  Let 
me  try  responding.  If  we  have  not  taken 
action  on  the  motion,  it  is  proper  to 
amend  in  any  way  you  chose  before  we 
move  towards  finally  disposing  of  the 
motion  itself.  And  so  it  is  properly  be- 
fore us,  even  if  it's  amended  since 
we've  not  taken  any  action  at  all.  I'm 
seeing  another  point  of  order  no.  2,  and 
then  we'll  try  those  in  the  right  side  of 
the  room. 

TERRELL  SESSUMS  (Horida): 
Bishop,  you  may  remember  that  last 
evening  when  Petition  30097  came  up,  I 
suggested  that  the  Legislative  Commit- 
tee on  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
had  been  working  on  a  resolution  deal- 
ing with  theological  education  in  Eu- 
rope. And  this  particular  petition  was 
tabled  to  be  brought  off  the  table  when 
we  took  up  the  resolution  from  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis- 
try. Do  I  understand,  that  we  have  al- 
ready acted  on  Petition  30595  dealing 
with  theological  education  in  Europe? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  The  chair  is  not 
fully  aware,  we  are  checking  the  record. 
We  think  we  have  an  answer.  Up  front 
here,  please,  mike.  Mike  up  front,  if  you 
will.  On  the  portable  mike,  please. 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  I'll  try 
it  again.  OK.  My  battery's  working  this 
evening.  Bishop,  since  last  we  dis- 
cussed this  issue,  I've  had  occasion  to 
meet  with  La  Von  Wilson,  who  chairs 
the  Committee  on  Higher  Education, 
and  with  Roger  Ireson,  the  general  sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion. Both  confirmed  that  the  other 
petition,  which  has  been  referred  to, 
was  indeed  passed,  that  it  of  course  ad- 
dresses seminaries  and  similar  educa- 
tion in  at  least  a  portion  of  the  region 
which  has  been  identified  in  the  Fox 
amendment.  That  petition  is  at  p.  1994 
of  DCA,  Calendar  Item  638.  Sorry,  I 
gave  you  those — well,  I  didn't  give  you 


those  backwards.  The  petition  is  at  p. 
1024  of  the  Advance  DCA  as  Petition 
30595.  So  the  matter  which  came  before 
you  before  was  here  because  of  a  com- 
mittee report.  Our  committee  reported 
it  out  as  nonconcurrence.  There  was 
pending,  I  understood  when  we  quit,  a 
motion  made  by  Frank  Dorsey  to  re- 
duce the  amount  requested  to 
$1,500,000  per  year  for  a  quadrennium, 
and  to  make  it  an  advance  instead  of 
specifying  that  a  portion  of  the 
$21,000,000  which  the  original  petition 
sought  be  apportioned. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK,  the  secre- 
tary does  have  the  full  record.  Would 
the  body  like  to  hear  how  we've  been 
proceeding  with  this?  Would  you 
please,  Carolyn? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Would  you 
like  the  entire  sequence  of  events?  Is 
that  where  you  are? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes,  I  think  that 
would  be  helpful  for  all  of  us.  At  this 
point  we  have  a  motion,  we  have  a  sub- 
stitute, we  have  an  amended  version, 
and  even  a  request,  a  question  as  to 
whether  we've  taken  action  already. 
And  it  would  be  helpful  to  hear  the  re- 
cord of  how  we've  moved  at  this  point. 
We'll  ask  the  secretary  if  she  would 
give  us  the  sequence  of  events. 

Secretary  Summarizes  Actions 
Taken  on  Petitions  So  Far 

MARSHALL:  This  motion  then  that 
came  from  Frank  Dorsey,  Kansas  East, 
in  charge  of  Congregational  Develop- 
ment, Growth,  and  Development  in- 
volving Russian  Ministry  moved:  "Be  it 
resolved  in  this  kairos  moment  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  twenty-first  century  that 
during  the  2000 — 2004  quadrennium. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  increase 
its  missional  support  for  mission  evan- 
gelism that  is  expressed  in  theological 
education  and  congregational  growth 
and  development  in  Russia  and  the 
CIS.  Be  it  further  resolved  that  in  faith- 
fulness to  the  Great  Commission,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  fund  this 
missional  effort  through  an  apportion- 
ment of  $1,500,00  per  year,  or  a  total  of 
$6,000,000  for  the  quadrennium.  Move 
adoption  of  this  motion  with  reference 
to  GCFA.  And  then  the  Fox  motion  was 
that  any  money  going  for  the  Russian 
seminary/church  be  set  as  an  Advance 
Special  and  not  as  an  apportioned 
amount.  And  then  it  was  tabled. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK.  Do  you  feel 
a  bit  clearer  about  where  we  are?  OK 
Mike  no.  2,  again. 
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SESSUMS  (Flonda):  The  Legislative 
Committee  on  Higher  Education  rec- 
ommended concurrence  with  Petition 
SOS*' — nonconcurrence.  They  recom- 
mended it  with  an  amendment  that 
look  the  individual  items  and  consoh- 
dated  them  into  a  total  at  the  end  that 
permits  some  adjustment.  The  amend- 
ment in  question  was  an  amendment 
that  was  offered  to  the  amendment  that 
was  being  discussed  last  night,  which 
was  then  put  upon  the  table  until  the 
Higher  Education  amendment  came 
up.  1  think  there's  some  confusion  in  the 
records,  but  I'm  quite  clear  from  my 
notes  and  my  participation  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Higher  Education  that  that 
committee  did  recommend  concur- 
rence with  the  petition  that  came  out  of 
Higher  Education  with  an  amendment. 
And  I  think  if  you'll  look  further  in  the 
records  that  that  is  correct. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  In  the  back  to 
the  right  with  the  yellow.  Moving  to 
mike  6. 

OYVIND  HELLIESEN  (Norway):  If 
you  see  on  p.  1994,  Petition  638,  we 
voted  concurrence  with  that  petition. 
The  only  thing  we  did  with  it,  we  de- 
leted the  dollar  amount  in  listening,  but 
we  kept  the  amount  on  S4,000,000.  So 
we  are  finished  with  that  petition.  The 
petition  that  Eddie  Fox  wants  to  take  off 
the  table,  you  will  find  on  p.  2068,  and 
its  Calendar  Number  916. 1  think  what 
confuses  us  a  little  bit  is  that  those  peti- 
tior\s  are  menrioning  seminaries  and 
theological  education.  But  this  last  one 
that  Eddie  Fox  took  off  the  table,  and 
that  we  shall  deal  with  now,  is  really  a 
petition  about  church  growth  in  eastern 
Europe,  and  has  really  nothing  to  do 
with  seminaries  (Unintelligible)  some- 
thing about  Russian  seminary  in  here, 
but  if  we  listen  to  Eddie  Fox  once  more 
on  the  right  petition,  we  will  under- 
stand what  this  is  all  about. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you  very 
much.  While  that's  certainly  helpful, 
weare  asking  that  there  be  no  applause. 
The  chair's  going  to  follow  the  path  of 
the  last  sUtement  and  assume  that  the 
petition  that  needs  to  be  perfected  still 
is  the  one  listed  916  on  p.  2068.  And  we 
have  had  some  conversation  about  that 
in  terms  of  perfecting,  and  would  really 
like  to  help  us  to  move  ahead  on  this  in  a 
way  that's  responsive.  Recognize  the 
person  in  the  yellow — mike  5.  We're  on 
p.  2068,  Petition  916.  We  have  the  main 
motion  that  we  need  to  perfect  so  that 
we  can  move  to  the  substitute. 


Funding  Amendment  Proposed 
for  European  Theological  Education 

DON  MESSER  (Rocky  MounUin):  I 
would  offer  an  amendment  to  the  main 
motion  that  we're  trying  to  perfect. 
And  that  is  to  apportion  $2,000,000,  de- 
leting, therefore,  the  51,000,000  to  be 
taken  from  the  reser\'e  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  If  1  have  a 
second,  I'll  sp)eak  to  it. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Is  there  a  sec- 
ond? You  may. 

MESSER:  The  intention  of  this  mo- 
tion, by  those  who  are  involved  in  the 
discussions  last  night,  is  that  it  was  to 
parallel  the  action  that  this  General 
Conference  has  already  adopted  and 
sent  to  GCFA.  The  parallel  is  that  the 
first  p>etition  regards  theological  educa- 
tion. And  that  has  been  passed  and  sent 
on,  which  was  S4,000,000  of  which 
52,000,000  was  apportioned  and  the 
other  52,000,000  came  from  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis- 
tr)'.  To  make  this  p^arallel  we  should  say 
$2,000,0(X)  apportioned  and  send  it  on 
to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
tries. The  reason  I  do  not  want  it  to  be 
listed  as  reserves  is  that  currently  this 
work  is  being  supported  out  of  the  in- 
come from  those  reserves  and  we 
shouldn't  be  taking  it  twice.  So  I'm  sure 
that  if  we  would  change  this  to 
52,000,000  from  apportionment,  send  it 
to  GCFA,  they  are  going  to  adjust  it, 
probably  dramatically — however  they 
have  to — to  deal  with  the  issue.  But  we 
will  then  have  it  in  the  same  category. 
This  latter  petition  deals  only  with 
church  growth  and  congregational  de- 
velopment, not  with  seminaries. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Understood. 
We're  now  on  the  amendment.  Anyone 
like  to  speak  for  or  against  the  amend- 
ment? Yes,  mike  3.  On  the  amendment. 

Motion  to  Refer  Theological  Education 
to  Unnamed  Committee 

CREEDE  HINSHAW  (South  Geor- 
gia): Bishop,  I  don't  know  if  this  in  or- 
der, and  1  don't  know  how  to  do  it.  But 
I'd  like  to  figure  out  some  way  that  we 
could  let  some  subcommittee  of  our 
conference  deal  with  this  for  about  a 
half  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  straighten 
this  out  We've  heard  a  lot  of  excellent 
advice  on  this  floor  in  the  last  hour,  but 
we're  nearing  the  end  of  two  weeks. 
We've  had  a  long  and  emotional  day. 
We're  all  confused  and  I  think  if,  per- 
haps, for  instance,  the  subcommittee  of 
the  Higher  Education  and   Ministry 


Committee  would  get  together  with 
Don  Messer  and  Eddie  Fox  and  anyone 
else  who  wants  to  gather  in  some  little 
room  and  straighten  this  out  and  bring 
us  back  something  that  we  could  listen 
to.  Now  I  don't  know  if  we  can  do  that 
in  a  parliamentary  way,  but  I  would 
move  that  we  refer  this  to  the  subcom- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  the  Higher  Edu- 
cation and  Ministry  Committee  and  let 
them  try  to  work  out  a  prop)osal  that 
they  can  bring  back  to  us. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 
That's  before  you  as  a  referral.  Is  there  a 
second?  Been  prop)erly  moved  and  sec- 
onded to  refer  this  to  the  subcommittee 
as  noted.  Point  of  order.  Mike  1. 

RUTH  PALMER  (Texas):  Bishop,  this 
p)etition  did  not  come  from  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  I'm 
just  raising  that  point  to  see  if  that's 
where  you  want  it  referred  or  if  you 
want  if  referred  back  to  Finance  and 
Administration  where  it  came  from. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  The 
chair  is  advised,  but  if  the  motion  that  is 
made  is  to  be  referred  to  wherever  and 
the  body  may  do  with  that  as  they 
chose.  The  motion  is  still  before  you  to 
refer  it  to  the  subcommittee  on  Higher 
Education.  You  could  offer  another 
amendment  if  you  like  to  redirect  it 
somewhere  else.  But  at  this  moment 
this  is  the  business  before  us.  Okay,  all 
the  way  in  the  back,  the  last  person  on 
the  right — yellow.  We're  on  a  motion  to 
refer.  Mike  5. 

BOB  PIERSON  (Oklahoma):  Just  in 
terms  of  information,  in  trying  to  de- 
cide where  this  point  of  order,  where 
the  referral  should  go.  Last  night,  in  try- 
ing struggling  with  the  whole  issue 
we're  dealing  with,  the  very  pjersons 
that  were  mentioned  a  moment  ago  got 
together  and  tried  to  form  a  motion  that 
would  bring  it  all  together,  and  Eddie 
Fox  made  that  substitute  motion  a  mo- 
ment ago.  We  did  the  work  last  night.  A 
group  of  pwrsons  from  Central  Europe 
met  with  us  trying  to  work  out  some- 
thing that  would  make  sense.  The  sub- 
stitute motion  is  that  attempt.  If  we 
could  simply  finish  the  p)erfection  of  the 
origirwl  motion,  which  I  think  we've 
done.  If  we  note  that  the  pjerfectiorw 
that  Don  Messer  just  made  in  terms  of, 
the  motion  he  made  was  really  a  perfec- 
tion of  the  substitute  motion.  We  could 
finish  with  those  two  things.  I  believe 
that  we've  already  done  the  referral 
and  we  could  act  on  that  and  I  would, 
and  urge  us  to  do  it  in  that  fashion. 
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European  Theological  Education 
Referral  Defeated 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Chair  will  hear 
that  as  a  speech  against  referral.  Is  there 
anyone  who  would  like  to  speak  for  re- 
ferral? Seeing  none,  the  motion  is  for  re- 
ferral to  the  committee  that  was  listed. 
If  you  would  do  so,  would  you  vote 
when  the  light  appears?  [Yes,  404;  No, 
452/ Thank  you.  We're  now  back  to  the 
main  motion.  We  are  again  perfecting 
the  main  motion.  Maybe  you  perfected 
it  enough  already.  I'm  hearing  people 
say  we  perfected  enough  of  the  main 
motion.  Then  if  that's  the  case,  let's 
move  to  the  substitute.  That's  the  Eddie 
Fox  substitute.  That  is  now  before  us  for 
perfection  that  we  might  begin  to  move 
in  some  direction  or  action.  Chair  rec- 
ognizes, yes,  in  green.  You  may  go  to 
mike  2.  We're  on  this,  the  perfecting  of 
the  substitute,  the  Eddie  Fox  substitute. 

EMILY  ANN  ZIMMERMAN 
(Florida):  Bishop,  I  just  wanted  to  clar- 
ify that  both  of  these  petitions  are  about 
education.  Although  one  says  church 
growth,  the  way  to  get  the  church 
growth  from  this  amendment,  petition 
is  through  theological  education.  I 
want  to  clarify  that  if  that's  any  help  to 
the  group. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Right  down  front  and  you  may 
go  to  mike  4.  Yes,  or  mike  2.  We  are  per- 
fecting the  substitute. 

Russian  Church  Growth 

ELENA  TISCHENKO  (Russia):  At 
this  moment  I  have  two  problems.  One, 
my  English,  but  I'll  try.  And  second 
problem,  I  will  ask  you  about  financial 
support,  and  1  think  you  will  try. 

(Laughter) 

I'd  like  to  explain  about  our  under- 
standing. We  would  like  to  say  here 
about  church  growth.  1  am  one  of  oldest 
Russian  Methodists.  Because  ten  years 
ago  in  our  country  we  have  no  Method- 
ist church.  But  now  we  have  70,  and  I 
am  from  the  biggest  district  in  the 
whole  world.  My  district  start  from  the 
border  between  Europe  and  Asia  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  We  have  seven  different 
times  [sic.  zones!  in  our  region.  And  we 
have  12  United  Methodist  churches, 
and  we  have  only  one  building.  My 
church  will  construct  our  building 
three  years  ago— only  one.  And  every 
day  our  church  have  to  demonstrate 
what  is  Methodist  church.  We  think  not 


only  about  situation  inside;  we  think 
about  the  situation  outside. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  You're  going  to 
need  to  bring  it — 

TISCHENKO:  Yes,  very  short.  Sorry. 
And  now  in  my  country  very  difficult 
time.  A  lot  of  our  factories  closed.  And 
we  have  very  good  members  in  our 
church  as  they  would  like  to  help  for 
process  church  growth,  but  a  lot  of  our 
members  have  no  salary  for  six  months. 
This  is  reason  why  we  ask  about  this  fi- 
nancial support,  and  I  hope,  no — I  be- 
lieve, no — I  know,  I  know — 

(Laughter) 

in  our  country  will  be  very  good  fu- 
ture because  I  love  my  country  and  I 
know  when  our  future  real  good,  we 
will  help  everybody  who  will  need  us. 
Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you  very, 
very  much.  And  again  while  they  are 
wonderful  speeches  we  are  asking  you 
not  to  applaud.  We  are  on  perfecting 
the  substitute.  That  means  you  may 
amend  the  substitute;  you  may  change 
it  so  that  we  may  begin  to  move  to  vote. 
After  we  have  perfected  the  substitute 
we  will  vote  on  the  substitute  to  see  if 
you  want  to  make  that  the  main  motion. 
But  we  are  not  at  that  point  yet.  We  are 
still  perfecting,  merely  perfecting  the 
substitute.  I  hear  points  of  order.  Go  to 
the  man  on  mike  5.  Yes. 

MESSER:  Bishop,  we  are  confused. 
Did  we  vote  on  the  motion  I  made,  or 
did  we  not?  And  if  we  did  what  did  we 
do  with  it. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON :  It  was  voted  and 
it  did  not  prevail.  No? 

MESSER:  We  think  we  voted  on  set- 
ting up  that  committee. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK.  Let  me 
check  again.  Thank  you.  We  have  not 
voted  on  the  Messer  motion.  It  was  an 
amendment.  So,  thank  you,  body,  for 
bringing  us  back  to  that.  We  are  going 
to  hear  the  amendment  again.  The 
amendment  is  to  the  main  motion.  Is 
that  correct  Don? 

MESSER:  It  is  an  amendment  to  the 
one  that  Eddie  Fox  presented  tonight.  I 
am  not  a  skilled  parliamentarian  so  I 
don't  know  which  is  the  main  and 
which  is  the  substitute.  But  the  one  that 
he  presented  tonight,  in  which  he  sug- 
gested that  $1  million  come  from  ap- 
portionments and  $1  million  come  from 
the  reserves  of  the  General  Board  of 


Global    Ministries.    That's    what    the 
amendment  is  directed  toward. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  That  is  in  order 
now,  we  are  perfecting  the  substitutes 
now.  Okay  let's.  Dr.  Messer  before  you 
leave,  let's  just  hear  it  again  so  the  body 
knows  what  it  is  we  are  voting  on.  We 
are  perfecting  the  substitute  so  we 
move  towards  voting  on  this  matter. 
Yes. 

MESSER:  The  motion  I  made  was  to 
apportion  these  funds  for  church 
growth  and  congregation  development 
for  Eastern  Europe  in  the  amount  of  $2 
milhon,  there  by  deleting  the  $1  million 
reference  in  Fox's  motion  that  was  to 
come  from  the  reserves  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  We 
are  in  perfecting  the  substitute  and  we 
will  try  to  do  the  best  that  we  can  so  that 
you  can  vote  properly.  All  the  way  to 
the  back.  Only  on  the  amendment. 
Mike  7.  We  are  on  the  amendment. 

JAMES  KING  (Termessee):  I  move 
that  we  vote  on  all  that  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I  am  afaid  that  is 
out  of  order  at  this  moment.  We  haven't 
actually  had  speeches  for  or  against,  but 
the  chair  thanks  you  for  trying  to  move 
us  in  a  direction.  OK,  we  are — point  of 
order,  yes.  We  are  at  this  point,  as  the 
chair  understands  it,  we  are  perfecting 
the  substitute.  Yes,  mike  8. 

TYSON  FERGUSON  (Detroit):  My 
point  of  order  is  simply  that  we  are  us- 
ing the  points  of  order  and  question 
and  information  as  debate.  A  question 
when  it  comes  to  the  floor  should  be 
stated  as  a  question  and  that  is  it.  A 
point  of  information  is  asking  for  infor- 
mation, period.  A  point  of  order  is 
when  there  is  something  going  wrong 
on  the  floor.  I  would  ask  that  the  chair 
maybe  some  smart  people  that  could 
help  make  sure  that  we  can  limit  that  or 
make  a  decision  on  if  the  questsion 
turns  into  a  debate  or  not.  That  may 
speed  things  up. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  And  your  point 
of  order  is,  sir? 

FERGUSON:  My  point  of  order  is  that 
when  the  debate  comes  to  the  floor  it 
needs  to  be-  if  a  question  comes  to  the 
floor-it  has  to  be  stated  as  a  question. 
And  so  far  the  chair  has  not  made, 
when  a  question  goes  beyond  a  ques- 
tion . 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 

FERG  USON :  The  cha  ir.needs  to  make 
a  decision  where  that  goes. 
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BISHOP  JOHNSON:  And  the  chair 
will.  Thank  you  very  much.  All  the  way 
in  the  back  waving  to  the  left.  We  are 
perfecting  the  amendment  to  the  sub- 
stitute, The  person  who  is  moving  now 
to  mike  8  is  the  person  who  has  been 
recognized. 

ROGER  ELLIOT:  (North  Carolina)  I 
move  that  we  susp>end  the  rules  so  that 
we  can  move  the  question  on  all  that  is 
before  us. 

(Substitute  Motion 
for  European  Theological  Education  Passed 
BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  Just 
a  second.  Properly  moved  and  sec- 
onded to  suspjend  the  rules.  Requires 
2/3  vote.  If  you  do  so  you  may  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  799;  No, 
53]  Thank  you,  what  is  before  us  we 
move  directly  to  voting  unless  there  is 
some  point  of  order  for  sure,  but  let's 
try  to  move  this.  We  are  moving  on  the 
.Viesser  amendment.  If  you  would  sufv 
port  the  Messer  amendment  would  you 
vote  when  the  light  appears?  lYes,  487: 
No,  365]  Thank  you  ,  you  have  sup- 
ported the  Messer  amendment  .  The 
next  thing  we  do  now,  then,  is  to  vote 
on  the  substitute  that  the  Messer 
amendment  amended.  If  you  would 
supfKirt  the  substitute  that  was  given 
by  Eddie  Fox  and  amended  then  by 
Don  Messer  would  you  vote  when  the 
light  appears?  f  Yes,  731;  No,  130]  Thank 
you.  You  have  now  made  this  the  main 
motion.  If  you  would  then  make  this 
the  main  motion  and  affirm  its'  action 
would  you  again  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  472:  No,  45]  Okay,  looks 
like  we  have  got  to  do  it  again.  All  right, 
all  that  is  before  us  now  is  the  substi- 
tute. We  have  already  amended  the 

i  substitute.  We  have  made  it  the  main 
motion.  We  must  vote  simply  to  affirm 
the  main  motion  as  an  act  of  the  General 
Conference.  If  you  would  then  again 
make  now  the  substitute  the  main  mo- 

!  tion,  will  you  vote  when  the  light  af>- 
fjears. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  I 
cannot  tell  you  how  much  the  chair  ap- 
preciates so  much  wonderful,  gracious 
support. 

(Laughter) 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Point  of 
order. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes? 


Original  Motion  on  European  Theological 
Education  Was  for  Nonconcurrance 

SAGER:  This  all  started  out  with  a 
motion  for  nonconcurrence  on  the  par- 
ticular petition.  I'm  not  sure  where  the 
chair  is  going,  but  I  haven't  had  an  op- 
portunity to  lay  that  out.  And  I  would 
assume  that  because  this  is  substituted, 
then  the  issue  would  be  whether  there 
is  to  be  concurrence  or  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  We  might  get 
there. 

(Laughter) 

OK.  We  will  then  hear-and  that  is  cor- 
rect-under the  rules,  of  course,  the 
committee  has  an  opportunity  to  speak, 
and  I've  not  given  the  committee  a 
chance  to  speak.  So  if  you  would  in- 
dulge at  least  the  committee  to  speak  on 
their  position,  which  was  nonconcur- 
rence, and  we  will  allow  that  to  happ>en 
at  this  time. 

SAGER:  I  have  a  question  first,  if 
that's  in  order? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I  don't  think  so. 
I  think  a  call  for  the  previous  . . . 

SAGER:  OK.  The  committee  voted 
nonconcurrence  on  this  p>etition,  as  you 
know.  And  it's  a  considerably  different 
petition.  But  frankly,  I  don't  know  what 
it  is.  And  the  reason  I  don't  know  what 
it  is  because  there  are  two  requests  in 
the  original  petition  for  510,500,000. 
There  was  an  amendment  to  substitute 
for  54,000,000  for  Congregational 
Growth  and  Development.  And  it  looks 
to  me  like  there's  510300,000  left  in 
there  for  seminaries.  Now,  maybe  I'm 
wrong,  but  I  would  challenge  any  of 
you  to  stand  up  with  authority  and  say 
what  you  understand  it  is.  And  that  is 
an  illustration,  1  think,  of  the  prob- 
lem-one of  the  problems-that  was  con- 
fronted in  the  Financial  Services 
Committee.  And  that  is:  Prop>osals  that 
don't  go  through  the  regular  course  of 
work  through  the  agencies  that  we 
have  set  up  to  address  these  kinds  of  is- 
sues, sometimes  have  some  problems 
associated  with  them. 

And  we  agree  with  the  excellent  min- 
istry that  is  involved.  And  we  under- 
stand that  pleas  for  fiscal  restraint  are 
regularly  unpopular,  especially  in  the 
face  of  impassioned  pleas  for  ministry. 
But  we  would  call  for  some  fiscal  con- 
straint. And  it  seems  to  me  like  we  have 
before  us  something  which  was  really 
cobbled  together  by  a  very  large  group, 
and  it  reflects  that  kind  of  difficulty.  So  I 
would  urge  that  the  action  of  the  com- 


mittee be  upheld  and  that  there  be  non- 
concurrence  m  the  name  of  reporting 
responsibly  to  the  people  that  you  are 
responsible  to,  who  sent  you  here,  who 
too  often  go-come-out  and  talk  to  you 
delegates  and  find  that  you  have  spent 
a  lot  of  money.  And  yet  you  do  not  have 
the  fire  and  enthusiasm  for  encourag- 
ing them  to  give  to  support  those  won- 
derful causes  that  are  exhibited  here  on 
the  floor.  It  just  doesn't  work  that  way, 
folks. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK.  Thank  you. 
We  are  under  the  movement  of  a  previ- 
ous question,  and  so  there  are  no  other 
discussions  at  this  point  unless  there  in- 
deed is  a  p)oint  of  order.  We  move  to- 
wards voting.  You  have  heard  the 
substitute,  which  is  in  opposition  to  the 
committee's  motion.  And  you  have 
heard  the  committee  chair  now  explain 
why  the  committee  voted  the  way  they 
did  and  how  they  choose  to  proceed.  If 
you  will  once  more  again  vote — yes,  all 
the  way  in  the  back,  to,  to  the  left.  If  you 
would  move  to — I  recognize  the  person 
with  the  orange  card  in  the  back.  I  think 
that's  Mr.  Fox.  Mike  8. 

FOX:  Thank  you.  Bishop.  I  simply  ask 
if  it  would  be  possible  for  the  secretary 
to  read  the  substitute  motion  that  was 
passed,  as  amended.  It  is  handed  up 
there — 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes. 

FOX:  — and  the  people  can  hear  ex- 
actly what  was  p>assed. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  We 
can  do  that.  We  want  the  amended  ver- 
sion of  the  substitute  that  has,  that  has 
now  been  passed  by  the  body.  Can  we 
have  the  mike  for  the  secretary,  please? 

MARSHALL:  Got  it.  "Let  the  General 
Conference  establish  an  advance  sp)e- 
cial  goal  of  510,000,000  for  the  quadr«n- 
nium  for  church/congregational 
development  for  the  follow^ng  coun- 
tries in  Europw:  Bulgaria,  Croatia, 
C.I.S. — including  Russia,  Czech  Re- 
public, Estonia,  Hungary,  Kosovo,  Lat- 
via, Lithuania,  Macedonia,  Poland, 
Slovakia,  Yugoslavia  and  Austria.  That 
this  fund  be  allocated  by  the  bishop)s  of 
the  areas  of  Northern  Europe,  Russia, 
Central  and  Southern  Europe,  in  coop)- 
eration  with  the  national  church  lead- 
ers. The  advance  sp>ecial  to  be 
promoted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministnes  and  $2,000,000  be  ap>- 
portioned  for  church  development  for 
the  quadrennium  for  the  same  coun- 
tnes,  to  be  allocated  in  the  same  man- 
ner. And   that  the  51,000,000  not  be 
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requested  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 
Now,  let  me  try  to  spell  out  what  we're 
voting  on.  The  committee  is  bringing  to 
us  a  motion  for  nonconcurrence.  If  you 
vote  yes,  if  you  vote  1,  you  will  be  vot- 
ing with  the  committee,  as  I  best  under- 
stand it,  to  nonconcur.  If  you  vote  2, 
which  is  no,  you  will  be  voting  in  oppo- 
sition to  what  the  committee  is  recom- 
mending. Therefore,  the  substitute  then 
will  be  the  action  of  the  body.  Are  you 
clear  about  that?  If  you  vote  yes,  you 
vote  with  the  committee  which  is  non- 
concurrence.  If  you  vote  no  which  is  no. 
2,  you  vote  with  the  substitute,  which 
then  becomes  the  action  of  the  body. 
Yes?  Here,  and  go  to  mike  5  if  you  will, 
Jamie. 

JAMIE  E.  JENKINS  (North  Georgia): 
Bishop,  my  understanding  is,  and  what 
I'm  trying  to  get  clear  in  my  mind,  and  I 
think  some  others  may  have  the  same 
question.  We  understand,  I  understand 
that  the  Fox  motion,  as  amended,  was  a 
substitute  for  the  main  motion.  Is  that 
correct? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  That  is  correct. 

JENKINS:  Then  when  we  approved 
that  substitute,  did  not  that  substitute 
then  become  the  main  motion? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes. 

JENKINS:  And  if  that  subsHtute  is  the 
main  motion,  it  seems  that  the  committee 
had  voted  nonconcurrence  on  another 
petition  which  we  have  now  set  aside, 
and  have  a  completely  different  matter  in 
front  of  us  that  the  committee  has  not 
concurred  with  nor  nonconcurred  with. 
Is  that  correct?  So  it  seems  to  me,  that  the 
Fox  amendment,  substitute,  as  amended, 
is  the  main  motion,  with  no  recommen- 
dahon  from  the  committee  because  it  has 
not  even  been  to  the  committee.  So  all  we 
have  to  vote  on  is  the  Fox  substitute, 
which  we  have  already  adopted.  Is  that 
not  correct? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  The  chair  will 
proceed  in  that  direction.  So  then,  the 
substitute,  if  you  voted  already  as  the 
main  motion  in  this  situation,  if  you 
vote  yes — I  am  reversing — if  you  vote 
yes,  then  you  will  adopt  the  substitute 
as  the  main  motion,  in  lieu  of  the  com- 
mittee's recommendation. 

SAGER:  Point  of  order.  Point  of  order. 
BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes. 
SAGER:  Forgive  me  for  raising  one 
more.  Bishop. 


BISHOP  JOHNSON:  That  is  perfectly 
OK. 

SAGER:  But  it  seemed  to  me  that 
when  Mr.  Fox  got  on  his  feet,  the  first 
thing  he  did  was  to  move  to  reopen 
what  had  been  considered  last  night. 
He  did  not  throw  something  new  in 
front  of  the  body,  and  therefore  I  be- 
lieve that  it  is  appropriate  to  consider 
this  as  an  amendment  of  the  petition 
which  was  voted  noncurrence.  Just  an 
idea.  I  believe  it  is  valid,  however. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  The 
chair's  going  to  rule  in  the  way  we  are 
proceeding  at  this  moment  and  that  is: 
If  you  vote  yes  at  this  point,  you'll  be 
voting  the  main  motion  as  the  substi- 
tute. If  you  will  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. If  you  vote  1,  which  is  yes,  you 
will  vote  for  the  substitute,  which  will 
take  the  place  of  the  committee's  rec- 
ommendation. [Yes,  616;  No,  2031.  Were 
you  confused  in  your  voting? 

DELEGATES:  Yes. 
European  Theological  Education  Passed 

BISHOP  JOHNSON;  All  right,  we'll 
do  it  again.  If  you  vote  1,  you  will  then 
vote  for  the  substitute,  and  that  will  be 
our  final  action.  Vote  when  the  hght  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  662;  No,  232]  Thank  you.  It  is 
passed  and  the  substitute  is  the  motion 
and  the  action  that  we  will  take.  Thank 
you  very  much.  Mr.  Batiste,  do  you 
have  other  items  before  us? 

HAROLD  E.  BATISTE  JR.  (Southwest 
Texas):  Yes,  Bishop  Johnson.  We  have 
one  additional  item.  And  Gil  Hanke, 
lay  delegate  of  the  Texas  Conference 
and  a  member  of  the  leadership  team, 
will  present  it. 

Expanded  Commission  on  UM  Men 
Referred  to  GCOM 

GILBERT  C.  HANKE  (Texas):  Last 
night  we  failed  to  refer  one  of  the  items 
that  we  passed  to  GCFA  and  so  I  would 
like  to  move  to  reconsider  for  the  pur- 
pose of  referral  to  GCFA  on  the-the  p. 
no.  is  2094,  the  Calendar  Item  is  1206, 
the  Petition  30286,  the  Advance  DCA  p. 
is  1096.  This  is  a  petition  that  would  in- 
crease the  commission  membership  for 
the  General  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Men.  That  part  of  the,  that 
increase  is  included  in  the  budget.  But, 
in  our  Legislative  Committee  we  added 
two  additional  members  to  represent 
other  regions  of  the  Central  Confer- 
ences and  that  one  portion  which  co- 
mes to  approximately  $64,000  is  not 
included  in  our  budget  and  therefore. 


we  would  ask  that  it  be  referred  to 
GCFA. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you,  I  be- 
lieve you're  voting  first  for  reconsidera- 
tion. Is  that  correct?  Any  questions 
about  this  motion?  We  want  to  recon- 
sider it  to  then  follow  that  with  a  mo- 
tion for  referral.  If  you  would  allow  this 
committee  to  reconsider  this  action, 
would  you  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
Vote  yes,  1  for  yes,  and  2  for  no.  [Yes, 
727;  No,  140j  Thank  you  it  has  passed 
and  you  have  voted  for  it  to  be  recon- 
sidered. We'll  now  hear  a  motion  for  re- 
ferral in  that  order. 

HANKE:  We  move  that  we  refer  this 
to  GCFA  for  their  action. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you  it  is 
now  before  you.  Any  questions?  If  you 
would  support  this  action,  would  you 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  Vote  1  for 
yes,  2  for  no.  Thank  you,  you  have  re- 
ferred this  matter,  it  has  passed.  [Yes, 
808;  No,  58] 

We  have  an  election  result.  I'll  ask  the 
secretary  if  she  would  bring  to  us  that 
report  as  it  comes  before  us.  Election  re- 
garding Judicial  Council.  Thank  you. 
We  have,  as  you  read  this,  you  have  5 
elections.  I'll  ask  the  secretary  if  she 
would  read  those  who  have  been 
elected  and  then  we  will  vote  once  for 
the  remaining  person  that  needs  to  be 
listed. 

Crowe,  Walter,  Thomas,  Joiner,  and 

Davies  Elected  Judicial  Council 

Clergy  Alternates 

MARSHALL:  Those  elected  are  Su- 
san Henry-Crowe,  Theodore  "Ted" 
Walter,  Linda  Thomas,  Belton  F.  Joy- 
ner,  Jr.  Frank  B.  Davies. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you,  you 
have  to  vote  for  one  person.  Chair  rec- 
ognizes person  here,  mike  4  Dr. 
Kimbrough. 

WALTER  L.  KIMBROUGH  (North 
Georgia):  Bishop,  I  rise  as  a  point  of  or- 
der. I'm  concerned  about  the  number  of 
ballots  needed  to  be  elected.  Ballots  846, 
my  calculation  shows  then  424  are 
needed  for  election,  a  simple  majority. 
Based  upon  the  returns  there  are  two 
elections. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  We  are  re- 
searching. We  have  information  to  this 
effect.  Would  you  mike  for  the  secre- 
tary please. 
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Secretary  Explains  System  for  Electing 
Judicial  Council 

MARSHALL:  This  is  the  statement 
which  was  shared  with  this  body  yes- 
terday. Realizing  that  the  time  differ- 
once  will  make  a  difference  as  far  as  the 
wording  to  make  it  current.  "Brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  General  Conference 
we  have  been  working  through  the 
night  to  clarify  your  questions  regard- 
ing the  voting  tally  for  the  Judicial 
Council  elections.  Let  me  say  at  the  out- 
set that  this  is  the  same  system  that  we 
have  used  in  the  past  2  general  confer- 
ences. This  system  is  used  by  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  and  many 
corf>orations.  This  system  has  worked 
well  for  us  in  the  past.  The  discrepan- 
cies that  were  raised  are  based  on  the 
fact  in  how  the  system  determines  in- 
valid ballots.  For  this  system  only  bal- 
lots that  contain  duplicate  votes  are 
considered  to  be  invalid.  This  means, 
that  for  a  three  vote  ballot  a  person  can 
vote  only  once  or  twice  and  still  main- 
tain a  valid  ballot.  This  vote  by  absten- 
tion lowers  the  total  number  of  votes 
needed  for  election.  This  system  is  in 
fact  correctly  tabulating  the  results 
based  on  this  criteria.  I  have  reviewed 
the  rules  of  the  General  Conference  and 
have  found  no  specific  rules  related  to 
the  definition  of  an  invalid  ballot.  As 
such,  after  conferring  with  other  staff,  I 
believe  that  the  current  system  is  accu- 
rate and  within  the  rules  of  the  General 
Conference.  I  recognize  that  many  an- 
nual conferences  use  a  different  proce- 
dure from  this,  and  we  will  work 
toward  bringing  any  future  systems  in 
compliance  with  standard  annual  con- 
ference procedures.  Signed  by  J. 
Voorhees,  General  Conference  pro- 
ducer." 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  This 
was  read  before  and  we  do  recognize 
there  is  some  disagreement  with  that, 
but  I  think  we've  moved  beyond  that  as 
such.  We  have  one  person  to  still  elect 
in  this  regard  and  we  would  certainly 
like  to  move  in  that  direction  and  we 
will  do  that  almost  immediately.  Yes 
mike  4  and  we  are  moving  towards  a 
possible  break,  as  we  move  towards  an 
adjournment  at  10:30. 

Motion  to  Make  judicial  Council 
Clergy  Alternate  Election  Null  and  Void 

MAC  BRANTLEY  (North  Georgia): 
Bishop,  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion 
that  we  declare  the  last  election  null 
and  void  and  that  we  begin  to  vote 
again  and  mstead  of  using  the  system 


which  does  not  appear  to  be  a  correct 
that  we  vote  by  delegation. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I  think  the  body 
answered.  Is  it  seconded.  Has  it  been 
seconded.  I  don't  hear  a  second,  so  we 
will  proceed.  Okay,  we  will  now  vote 
for  one  one  person.  Vote  when  the  light 
app>ears. 

Thank  you,  we  will  get  a  result.  We 
have  no  election  at  this  time.  We  will 
work  towards  this  in  the  future.  You 
can  vote  again.  You  may  vote  again  in- 
deed. Vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
can  keep  going.  Vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. And  again,  vote  when  the  light 
app)ears. 

(Applause) 

Thank  you,  you  have  completed  this 
process,  and  we  are  more  than  thankful 
for  your  graciousness  and  your  ability 
to  jointly  bring  about  decisions  we 
need.  You  have  a  twelve-minute  break. 
Please  come  back  at  about  10  past  10. 
Yes. 

(Music) 
(Recess) 
(Song) 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  We're  going  to 
ask  the  body  to  reconvene  as  we  are  led 
to  be  spiritually  centered  in  music. 
Please  come  that  we  might  move  our 
agenda.  Delegates,  please  take  their 
seats.  We're  calling  the  delegates  back 
to  order.  It's  OK  to  sing,  but  we'd  like 
you  to  sing  in  your  seats.  Would  you 
please  come  back  to  order? 

(Music) 

Now  if  the  conference  would  begin  to 
come  to  order.  You  may  take  your  seats 
that  we  might  begin  to  see  if  the  Lord 
will  order  our  steps  throughout  the  rest 
of  this  evening.  Would  you  please  take 
your,  take  your  seats  at  this  time? 

(Applause) 

Thank  you  so  much.  Let  us  adhere  to 
the  prayer  that  has  called  us  back  to  or- 
der that  we  might  order  our  steps  for 
these  moments  we  have  left  for  busi- 
ness. The  chair  will  call  upon  Terri  Rae 
Chattin.  If  she  would  then  bring  to  us 
calendar  items  regarding  Church  and 
Society.  And  again,  we're  moving  to- 
wards a  10:30  adjournment  time,  and  as 
we  move  close  to  that,  the  chair  will  in- 
form you  of  that  as  we  move  towards 
closure. 

TERRI  RAY  CHATTIN:  Thank  you, 
Bishop.  Church  and  Society  has  only 
one  petition  that  they  need  to  bring  for- 


ward that  has  financial  implications.  It 
comes  from  our  world  community  sub- 
committee and  the  chairperson  of  that 
is  Mousa  Dassama,  and  he'll  be  pre- 
senting that  petition  for  us. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 

MOUSA  A.  DASSAMA,  Sr.  (Liberia): 
Bishop  and  members  of  the  conference, 
our  lone  petition  for  tonight  from 
Church  and  Society  is  found  on  p.  462 
of  the  ADCA,  it's  Petition  31302,  and 
found  on  p.  2090  of  the  DCA. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Please  give  us 
the  calendar  number  again. 

DASSAMA:  The  Calendar  Item  is 
1160. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 
Page  2090.  It  is  now  on  the  screen.  Yes? 

Motion  for  Native  American  Center  to 
Develop  Altenmtive  to  Gambling 

DASSAMA:  This  petition  states  fi- 
nancial support  to  complete  a  task  un- 
dertaken by  the  National  United 
Methodist  Native  American  Center, 
which  is  in  a  developing  and  innova- 
tive and  economically  strategic  report 
for  a  God-centered  alternative  to  gam- 
bling centered  economic  development 
on  the  Native  American  reservation. 
The  committee's  action,  we  voted  with 
concurrence  and  wish  to  refer  the  f)eti- 
tion  to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  It  is 
before  you.  Yes?  Mike  2. 

DAVID  M.  WILSON  (Oklahoma  In- 
dian Missionary):  Bishop,  perhaps  a 
question  for  the  chair.  The  Committee 
of  Global  Ministries  also  looked  at  this 
petition,  which  is  31291,  and  had  rec- 
ommended concurrence  with  no  fund- 
ing because  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan  already  has  this 
part  of  their  initiative  in  the,  in  their 
plan,  plan  that  we  passed  a  couple  of 
days  ago. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  So  your  ques- 
tion, sir — 
WILSON:  Well,  the  question  is— 
BISHOP  JOHNSON:  —to  the  chair? 

WILSON:  Perhaps  the  question,  if  we 
look  at  the  amended  pwrt — 31291 — that 
originally,  there  was  no  financial  allo- 
cation to  that  if  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan  has  already  taken 
care  of  that  in,  as  p>art  of  their  initiative. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Would  you 
speak  to  it  please? 

DAMASSA:  The  fituincial  publica- 
tion that  we  have  is  according  to  the  re- 
p>ort  is  the  petition  is  $10,000  that  is 
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prorated  over  the  quadrennial  period, 
and  that's  why  we  are  referring  this 
matter  to  the  GCFA. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Okay,  in  the 
middle.  If  you  would  go  to  mike  7. 
Name  and  conference  please. 

CHRISTINE  Dean  KEELS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Bishop,  I  chair  the 
Committee  on  Global  Ministries.  I'd 
like  to  turn  to  my  secretary,  Jerry  Rus- 
sell, who's  in  the  back,  also  carrying  an 
orange  card,  and  mike  no.  8.  And  he's 
prepared  to  submit  a  friendly  amend- 
ment. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  You  may.  Mike 
8,  name  and  conference  please. 

JERRY  W.  RUSSELL  (Holston): 
Bishop,  I'd  like  to  ask  permission  for  a 
substitute  amendment,  if  I  might, 
please.  And  then  I'll  offer  it,  and  then  if  I 
have  a  second,  I'll  speak  to  it.  The  peti- 
tion that  was  presented  to  us — Petition 
31302,  Calendar  Item  1160— that  is  ask- 
ing for  funding,  we  had  an  opportunity 
to  look  at  that  in  our  committee.  And  if 
the  General  Conference  would  take  a 
moment  and  turn  to  p.  2241,  Item  1557, 
you'll  find  that  the  petitions  are  totally 
identical,  and  1  would  like  to  offer  the 
substitute  amendment  for  some  dele- 
tion of  a  couple  of  paragraphs  out  of 
these  petitions.  To  proceed:  Looking  at 
the  petitions,  I'd  like  to  offer  as  the  sub- 
stitute the  deletion  of  the  second  para- 
graph of  the  second  "whereas,"  deleting 
that  whole  paragraph.  And  as  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  can  see:  No.  2,  in  the  col- 
umn towards  the  right-hand  edge  of  the 
page,  the  first  two  lines  are  deleted,  or 
struck,  there  with  the  addition  "that  the 
Native  American  Comprehensive 
Plan",  which  is  in  bold,  be  substituted. 
Then  I  would  amend  that  No.  3  be  to- 
tally dropped,  and  then  the  financial  im- 
plications of  No.  4;  and  then  the 
substitution  or  renumbering  by  entering 
a  new  paragraph  numbered  3."  That  the 
Native  American  Comprehensive  Plan 
and  the  Native  American  Economic  De- 
velopment and  Empowerment  Task 
Force  under  the  leadership  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  develop  an  inno- 
vative and  economically  strategic  report 
for  a  God-centered  alternative  to  gam- 
bling-centered economic  development 
for  the  Nahve  American  communities 
with  a  recommendation  that  this  be 
brought  back  to  the  2004  General  Con- 
ference." 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Okay.  I've 
heard  a  second.  We  move  to  perfect  the 
main  motion.  Are  there  amendments  or 
perfections  that  anyone  wants  to  make 


on  the  motion  that  the  committee  is 
bringing  first? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Seeing  none,  we 
move  to  perfect  the  substitute  that  you 
have  just  recently  heard.  Is  there  any- 
one who  would  like  to  amend  or  perfect 
the  substitute  motion?  Seeing  none, 
then  I  would  assume  that  you  are  pre- 
pared to  then  vote  on  the  substitute  as 
the  main  motion.  We'll  ask  the  commit- 
tee if  they  would  like  to  speak  to  the 
matter. 

Development  of  Gambling 
Economic  Alternative  Approved 

DASSAMA:  Bishop,  and  members  of 
the  coriference,  the  committee  is  in 
agreement  with  the  substitute  motion 
and  so  we  are  in  agreement. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK.  That  is  the 
speech.  We  are  now  on  the  substitute 
motion,  which  will  become  the  main 
motion  if  you  should  decide  to  vote  it 
in.  If  you  will  vote,  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  We  are  on  the  substitute.  Vote 
1  for  yes,  2  for  no.  [Yes,  813;  No,  56].  You 
have  made  then  the  substitute  the  main 
motion  in  lieu  of  the  committee  report. 
If  you  would  then  vote  to  motion  this  as 
the  main  motion  of  action  again,  would 
you  vote  when  the  light  appears,  1  for 
yes,  2  for  no.  [Yes,  855;  No,  28].  You  have 
made  this  the  motion  for  this  particular 
calendar  item.  Thank  you.  Are  there 
others?  Second?  Thank  you.  The  secre- 
tary would  like  to  share  some  informa- 
tion with  us. 

MARSHALL:  It  is  very  important  that 
the  leadership  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee, the  chair,  vice-chair,  and  secretary 
of  these  three  legislative  committees 
meet  by  the  exit  sign  at  mike  1  immedi- 
ately. We  need  to  sign  off  on  a  few 
things  in  order  to  make  a  10:30  deadline 
to  have  the  DCi4  on  our  desk  in  the 
morning.  Local  Church,  Independent 
Commissions,  and  Global  Ministries. 
Will  those  nine  persons  please  come 
over  here  to  the  exit  sign  by  mike  1  im- 
mediately. Thank  you  so  much. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 
Now,  we  are  at  the  10:30  adjournment 
time.  There  are  at  least  two  items  for  Fi- 
nancial Administration.  I  have  no  idea 
how  much  time  they  will  take.  Stan,  do 
want  to  give  us  any  hint  on  this?  We  do 
have  at  least  two  matters  that  need 
some  information  for  you  as  such.  I 
know  it's  been  a  long,  draining  day  but 
it  is  entirely  up  to  you  how  we  will  pro- 
ceed this  evening.  Can  you  hear  him? 
OK.  Mike  up  front,  please. 


STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  I  don't 
think  they  will  take  very  long.  Bishop. 
One  of  them  is  916  and  that  may  have 
gone  away  with  the  Eddie  Fox  proposal 
which  was  adopted.  And  I  think,  ruled 
it  to  be  separate  but  perhaps  that 
should  be  disposed  of. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK.  What  is  the 
will  of  the  body?  We  either  will  move 
toward  adjournment  at  this  time  or  we 
will  entertain  a  motion  for  extension. 
Mike  4. 

Motion  to  Change  Consent  Calendar 
to  Twenty  Names 

ROBERT  CASEY  (Virginia):  Bishop, 
I'd  like  to  move  that  we  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  placing  all  the 
remaining  calendar  items  of  less  than 
twenty  opposing  votes  on  the  consent 
calendar-both  those  that  are  current 
and  those  who  will  be  published  to- 
morrow. I  would  like  to  do  that  and  I 
would  also  like  to  extend  the  time  for 
this  particular  motion.  I  don't  plan  to 
do  both  of  those  at  the  same  time. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I  don't  either. 

CASEY:  I'd  like  to  suspend  the  rules 
first. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Certainly.  Is 
there  a  second?  Properly  move  in  sec- 
ond to  resuspend  the  rules.  If  you 
would,  vote  when  the  light  appears  and 
for  this  one,  for  the  purposes  of,  what 
was  your  first  item?  Mike  4. 

CASEY:  The  purposes  of  placing  all 
the  remaining  calendar  items  with  less 
than  twenty  opposing  votes  on  the  con- 
sent calendar,  both  those  that  we  have 
remaining  in  our  DCi4s  and  those  that 
would  appear  in  tomorrow's  DCA. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Are  you  clear  on 
what  you're  voting  on?  OK.  If  you 
would  do  so,  would  you  vote  when  the 
light  appears  to  suspend  the  rules  first. 
[Yes,  766;  No,  122].  It  does  prevail.  You 
may  now,  if  you  like,  make  a  motion  to- 
wards direction  you  would  like  to 
move.  We  just  suspended  the  rules  but 
you  may  make  a  motion  to... 

CASEY:  Oh,  oh,  here  we  go. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I'm  sorry,  mike4. 

CASEY:  Thank  you.  Bishop,  I  move 
that  we  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  placing  all  the  remaining  calen- 
dar items  with  less  than  twenty 
opposing  votes. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  We've  sus- 
pended the  rules,  so. . . 

ROBERT  CASEY:  Oh,  I'm  sorry.  I'm 
moving  "to  replace  all  the  remaining 
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calendar  items  with  less  than  twenty 
opposing  votes  on  the  consent  calen- 
dar-both those  that  are  current  and 
those  that  we  will  publish  in  the  DCA 
tomorrow." 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK.  Thank  you. 
This  is  now  before  you.  1  see  cards  in  the 
back.  I  see  a  pink  card  in  the  middle. 
You  may  go  to  mike  8.  It  is  before  you. 

DAVID  SEVERE  (Oklahoma): 
Bishop,  do  I  understand  there  will  be  no 
opportunity  to  sign  off  to  pull  anything 
then  off  of  the  calendar  that  comes  un- 
der this  category.  Is  that  correct? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  I  believe  that's 
the  intent  of  the  motion.  But  why  don't 
we  ask  him  to  speak  to  that.  Is  that  you 
intent,  sir? 

CASEY:  Yes. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK. 

SEVERE:  And  I  would  oppose  it. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK.  The  chair 
I  wants  to  try  something  because  we're 
"  in  a  bit  of  a  dilemma  of  sorts.  We  are  al- 
ready at  the  order  which  calls  us  to  ad- 
journ. Are  you  willing  to  extend  the 
time  for  fifteen  minutes?  Thank  you, 
then  we'll  proceed  in  that  way.  Mike  8. 
The  yellow  card  that  was  flashing.  Mike 
8.  It's  right  down  here.  Yes. 

BETH  CAPEN:  Bishop,  I'd  like  to  of- 
fer an  amendment  that  if  there  is  some- 
thing that  is  on  a  calendar  item  that  was 
published  today  or  prior  to  today  that 
had  between  ten  and  twenty  votes,  if 
there's  a  person  who  desires  to  lift  it, 
then  they  go  through  the  procedure  of 
being  able  to  lift  it  by  11:00  tomorrow. 
And  the  reason  why  I  would  offer  that 
I  amendment  is  because  there  are  some 
people  who  have  relied  upon  the  for- 
mer rule  and  didn't  lift  particular  calen- 
dar items. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  Is 
there  a  second?  It's  been  properly 
moved  and  seconded.  Do  you  want  to 
speak  further  on  the  matter?  I  think  it 
was  self-explanatory.  Anyone  wishing 
to  speak  pro  or  con.  I  see  a  card  all  the 
way  in  the  back.  Are  you  speaking  to 
the  amendment?  Going  to  mike  8. 

KEVIN  GOODWIN  (Peninsula-Dela- 
ware): Just  want  to  clarify  the  items  that 
were  previously  pulled  from  the  calen- 
dar do  not  fall  under  this  amendment 
and  still  will  be  discussed  tomorrow. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Is  that  the  intent 
t      of  the  motion  maker  and  the  person 
making  amendments? 

CASEY:  Yes. 


BISHOP  JOHNSON.  OK.  Some  infor- 
mation that  you  should  be  aware  of 
whether  we  move  on  this  or  not,  is  that 
the  consent  calendar  for  tomorrow  has 
already  gone  to  press  and  so  it  cannot 
be  printed.  We  can  certainly  bring  the 
information  but  it  will  not  be  printed  in 
the  DCA.  That's  just  information  for 
you.  OK.  The  amendment  is  before  you. 
Do  you  need  to  hear  the  amendment 
again?  You  know  where  you  are?  Yes, 
mike  4.  We're  on  the  amendment. 

WILLIAM  J.  RISH  (Alabama-West 
Rorida):  I  think  I  have  a  question  as 
much  as  that.  Some  of  these  that  did  not 
receive  that  amount  of  votes,  I  believe, 
have  been  filed  as  minority  reports. 
Now,  I've  been  told  that  making  church 
laws  is  kind  of  like  making  sausage: 
that  they  taste  better  if  you  don't  see 
'em  being  made.  And  if  you  aren't  care- 
ful you're  fixing  to  make  a  bunch  of 
sausage  unless  some  of  those  things  can 
be  preserved.  So  my  question  is,  would 
this  motion  also  apply  to  those  that 
might  have  minority  reports  already 
been  filed. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  The  intent  of  the 
motion  maker,  is  that  your  intent? 
What  kind  of  sausage  are  you  making? 

CASEY:  Bishop,  I  think  it's  only  fair 
for  those  that  have  been  pulled  off  to 
not  be  considered  in  this  motion.  I'd 
like  for  that  to  be  accepted. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK.  Now  hear 
the  intent  of  the  motion.  The  amend- 
ment is  now  before  you.  Does  anyone 
else  care  to  speak?  If  you  would  sup- 
fxjrt  the  amendment,  would  you  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  695;  No, 
183}.  It  does  prevail  and  is  now  a  part  of 
the  main  motion.  Anyone  else  wishing 
to  sp>eak?  If  not,  let  us  assume  it  is  per- 
fected. If  you  would  then  approve  this 
motion,  would  you  vote  when  the  light 
appears. 

Thank  you.  lYes,  801;  No,  82].  You 
have  supported  this  particular  motion. 
We  have  a  few  more  minutes  left.  I'll 
ask  Stan  if  he  would  come  forth  and 
bring  items  regarding  financial  admin- 
istration. Mike  in  the  front,  please. 

Native  American  Center  Legislation 
Referred  to  GCFA 

SAGER  (New  Mexico):  For  clarifica- 
tion. Bishop  Johnson,  1  would  assume 
that  Calendar  Item  916  is  not  necessary 
to  bring  before  the  body  in  view  of  the 
fact  of  Mr.  Boxer's  action.  So  I  neverthe- 
less have  two  and  one  of  them  is  p.  2068 
of  the  DCA.  I'm  sorry,  21 56  of  the  DCA. 
Calendar  Hem  1 363  In  the  ADC  A  it  is  p. 


461,  Petition  30301.  This  is  the  Native 
American  Center.  The  funding  for  that 
is  shown  on  p.  21 59  of  the  DCA,  and  you 
should  f>erhaps  take  a  look  at  the  finan- 
cial implications  there.  The  committee 
voted  concurrence  and  referral  to 
GCFA. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  It  is 
before  you.  Isee  no  cards.  lassume  then 
that  you're  ready  to  vote.  If  you  would 
support  the  committee,  would  you  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  807;  No, 
72/.  Calendar  Item  1363  is  supported. 
Proceed. 

SAGER:  There  is  one  other  matter 
that  we've  identified  with  financial  im- 
plications. That  will  be  presented  by 
committee  secretflr\-,  Phyllis  Rodriguez 
from  the  Wisconsin  -onference. 


Motion  to 
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ngDate 


PHYLLIS  R.  POrRK.UEZ  (Wiscon- 
sin): Thank  you.  1 1^  next  item  is  found 
on  DCA  p.  2156,  Calendar  Item  1365. 
You  can  find  that  on  p.  446  of  the  Ad- 
vance edition.  This  is  Petition  30958. 
This  petition  deals  with  a  change  in  the 
effective  date  of  dispensing  funds  from 
the  Episcopal  Fund  from  the  date  of  as- 
signment, of  September  1 ,  to  the  date  of 
consecration  at  the  Jurisdictional  Con- 
ference. The  legislative  committee  rec- 
ommends concurrence. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  It  is 
before  you.  I  see  a  card  here  to  the  left, 
my  left.  Go  to  mike  8.  Name  and  confer- 
ence please. 

EUGENE  W.  MATTHEWS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): I'm  speaking 
against  this  petition  as  a  member  of 
GCFA  and  also  Chair  of  the  Episcopal 
Service  Committee.  There  are  three  key 
points  I  would  like  to  raise  that  support 
the  current  starting  date  of  the  newly 
elected  bishop>s. 

Number  one,  if  GCFA  were  to  admin- 
ister the  Episcopal  Fund  by  beginning 
to  pay  salary  and  expenses  for  newly 
elected  bishops  after  election  and  con- 
secration, which  incidentally  can  take 
place  either  at  the  session  or  later  time 
designated,  that's  according  to  para- 
graph 406,  then  we  would  be  recogniz- 
ing more  bishop*  during  the  six-week 
period  of  election  prior  to  the  authori- 
zation of  starting  time.  An  example  of 
this  would  be  the  North  Central  Juris- 
diction that  has  ten  bishops  and  during 
that  period  of  time  would  have  13.  TTus 
means  that  the  Episcopal  Fund  would 
be  providing  salary  and  expenses  for 
more  bishops  than  allowed  in  para.  405. 
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Second  is  a  constitutional  issue  of 
para.  47,  Article  5,  which  provides  that 
bishops  shall  have  residential  and  pres- 
idential supervision  in  the  jurisdiction 
of  all  central  conferences  in  which  they 
are  elected  or  to  which  they  are  trans- 
ferred. Again,  newly  elected  bishops  do 
not  have  residential  or  presidential  su- 
pervision until  September  1  of  the  as- 
signed date. 

And  the  third  and  last  reason  is  that  it 
is  fairly  common,  although  not  uni- 
form, for  the  local  congregations  or 
other  appointed  position  to  which  an 
elder  is  appointed  to  continue  to  pro- 
vide salary  even  after  election  and  con- 
secration of  a  bishop. 

There  is  stronj'  vi-timent  in  the 
church  that  a  ■<■■'•  cted  bishop 
should   not  b  a  position 

where  she  or  i  J  colloquial 

term,  is  percei  ole-dipping. 

Therefore,  in  or*.  nfain  the  un- 

derstanding and  jntinuity  of  a 

process  that  has  be.  an  in  1988  until  the 
present,  I  trust  that  the  body  will  vote 
nonconcurrence  on  this  petition. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 
That's  a  speech  against.  Is  there  one 
who  would  like  to  speak  for.  Yes,  right 
in  the  middle.  Mike  6. 

PATRICIA  E.  FARRIS  (California-Pa- 
cific): I'm  speaking  for  the  Western  Ju- 
risdiction Episcopacy  Committee.  We 
lifted  this  after  we  began  to  recognize 
the  inequities  that  exist  across  the  con- 
nection on  this  matter.  As  the  previous 
speaker  stated,  some  bishops  are  com- 
pensated after  their  election  and  before 
their  assignment.  '^  >me  are  not,  if  they 
are  elected  out  of  positions  such  that 
their  pay  stops  on  the  date  of  election. 
We  feel  that  this  is  an  injustice  and  a 
sign  of  disrespect  to  our  new  bishops. 
This  also  gets  to  our  theology  and  our 
understanding  of  the  Episopacy. 
Bishops  are  bishops  of  the  church  from 
the  moment  of  cor\secration  on.  We 
should  recognize  them  as  such  and  we 
should  make  provision  to  compensate 
them.  1  urge  support  of  the  committee's 
action  for  concurrence. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  Is 
there  someone  who'd  like  to  speak 
against  this  motion.  Speaking  against, 
mike  2. 

FRANK  H.  FURMAN,  Jr.  (Horida): 
This  concern  has  been  before  GCFA 
and  before  this  General  Cor\ference  in 
years  past.  The  concern  is,  what  is  it 
we're  trying  to  do?  A  bishop  is  elected, 
let's  say  July  15,  is  a  bishop  from  that 
day  but  does  not  assume  any  authority 


as  a  bishop  until  they're  assigned  to 
their  area,  which  is  about  six  weeks 
later.  Therefore,  if  we  follow  this  peti- 
tion, we  are  putting  up  a  figure  some- 
where between  $120,000  to  $150,000  to 
provide  a  salary  when  the  person  so 
elected  is  not  fulfilling  the  duties  of  that 
office.  This  has  come  before  us  to  con- 
sider this  fully,  because  that  person 
elected  has  a  responsibility  of  going 
back  to  where  they  came  from  and  to 
make  a  proper  and  effective  transfer  of 
responsibilities  from  the  local  church  or 
the  agency  from  which  they  come.  So,  I 
have  found  this  to  be  the  case.  I've 
served  on  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic- 
tional Episcopacy  Committee  for  12 
years,  the  chairman  in  the  last  year.  I've 
served  on  the  Episcopal  Services  Com- 
mittee for  four  years  and  the  secretary 
during  those  four  years,  and  I  am  not 
aware  of  anytime  that  a  bishop>-elect  or 
bishop  in  this  particular  time  was  not 
properly  taken  care  of  by  the  Episcopal 
Fund  already  in  place.  The  Episcopal 
Services  which  looks  after  a  bishop 
from  the  standpoint  of  salary,  from 
benefits,  housing,  all  of  the  various  con- 
cerns that  a  bishop  will  have,  those  are 
already  provided  and  we  do  not  need 
to  vote  another  $150,000  for  a 
short-term  situation.  It's  not  necessary 
and  I  request  that  you  vote  this  down. 
BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 
There  are  two  speeches  against.  The 
Chair  would  be  willing  to  listen  to  a 
speech  for  before  we  move  to  voting. 
Yes.  Then  move  to  mike  7. 

TWILA  M.  GLENN  (Iowa):  We'll  be 
getting  a  new  bishop  this  year  and  that 
person  will  be  joining  us  officially  on 
September  1 .  But  I  can  assure  you  we 
have  many  plans  for  that  person  be- 
tween July  15  and  September  1.  We 
hope  that  they  will  be  acting  Uke  a 
bishop  when  they  come  to  visit  us.  And 
we  expect  to  treat  them  like  a  bishop 
when  they  do.  I  would  ask  this  body  to 
pay  them  like  a  bishop  during  that  time. 
BISHOP  ALFRED  JOHNSON:  Thank 
you.  We  will  ask  the  committee  chair  to 
make  the  final  statement  before  we 
vote. 

RODRIGUEZ:  At  the  time  of  election 
and  consecration  of  our  bishops,  their 
membership  shifts  from  the  armual 
conference  to  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
They  are  no  longer  under  appointment 
to  the  place  from  which  they  are 
elected.  The  legislative  committee  rec- 
ommends concurrence  with  reference 
to  GCFA  to  establish  fairness  and  eq- 


uity throughout  the  connection  for  our 
bishops. 

New  Bishops  to  Be  Paid 
Starting  With  Date  of  Consecration 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you,  it  is 
now  before  you  to  vote.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  Calendar  1365  has  been 
supported  with  a  vote  of  [Yes,  448;  No, 
428].  We  are  at  the  point  of  adjourn- 
ment. There  is  one  pastoral  item  that 
needs  to  come  before  us.  I  will  recog- 
nize one  more  card  and  then  we  will 
move  toward  adjournment  because  we 
are  at  that  time.  Yes. 

K.  EDWARD  TOMLINSON  (North 
Georgia):  Bishop  I  move  that  we  refer 
this  to  the  Judicial  Council  for  a  deci- 
sion on  its  constitutionality. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  OK,  it  is  before 
you.  Is  there  a  second?  Thank  you. 
Would  you  like  to  speak  anymore  to  it 
or  move  right  to  voting? 

TOMLINSON:  I  think  it  speaks  for  it- 
self. 

Decision  on  New  Bishops'  Starting  Date 
Referred  to  Judicial  Council 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  If  you  would  do 
this  would  you  vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. Thank  you,  you  have  referred  it 
as  such  with  a  vote  of  [Yes,  488;  No,  368]. 
I  will  call  upon,  I  don't  know  if  we  have 
other  items  from  the  calendar  commit- 
tee. I  see  no.  From  Carolyn  Marshall? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  Do  we 
need  a  Presiding  Officers.  (Report) 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes,  we  need  to 
hear  from  Presiding  Officers.  Follow- 
ing this  I'll  ask  the  secretary  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  bring  us  a  report 
and  a  pastoral  concern. 

Bishops  Heam,  Fannin,  and  Talbert  to 
Preside  on  Friday 

PAUL  EXTRUM-FERNANDEZ: 

Thai\k  you  Bishop,  tomorrow,  this  is  our 
last  report  so,  tomorrow  morning  we 
have  presiding  Bishop  Robert  Fannin 
from  the  Birmingham  Area.  Tomorrow 
afternoon  Bishop  Woodrow  Heam  from 
the  Houston  Area.  And  then  at  our  final 
session  tomorrow  evening  we'll  have 
Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  from  the  San 
Francisco  Area.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you.  I'll 
ask  the  secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  Bishop  Sharon  Rader  if  she 
would  come  to  bring  a  pastoral  concern 
before  us,  and  a  reporting. 

MARSHALL:  Bishop  Johnson. 
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BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Yes.  I'm  sorry 
our  secretary  will  bring  that  report  to  us 
in  the  person  of  CaroijTi  Marshall. 

MARSHALL:  Prior  to  doing  that, 
since  it  would  be  an  appropriate  way  in 
which  to  close,  may  I  make  a  couple  of 
other  announcements  that  need  to  be 
made? 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Please  do. 

MARSHALL:  One  is  a  note  from  the 
coordinator  of  the  calendar,  Fitzgerald 
Reist.  Based  u{X)n  tonight's  plenary  de- 
cision regarding  tomorrows  consent 
calendar,  calendar  files  are  currently 
being  reconstructed.  There  is  a  50% 
chance  that  the  updated  calendar  will 
be  printed.  The  DC  A  is  holding  the 
press. 

And  then  another  one  for  our  infor- 
mation you  probably  would  want  to 
know  before  tomorrow:  the  lost  and 
found  at  the  information  desk  has  two 
boxes  full  of  belongings  from  some- 
body here.  Umbrellas,  sunglasses, 
DCA's,  and  so  forth  could  probably  be 
replaced.  However,  when  you  get 
ready  to  go  home  you  may  want  the  car 
keys  that  are  there.  (Laughter) 

Now,  let's  put  a  p)ostscript  on  some  of 
the  calendar  items  and  legislative  com- 
mittee business  that  we  talked  about. 
And  that  is  a  bit  of  information  which 
was  just  brought  to  us,  to  the  secretary 
here,  that  there  were  instances  in  which 
less  than  20  jseople  were  in  attendance 
when  a  vote  was  taken  in  a  legislative 
committee. 

Twenty-nine  Gay/Lesbian  Witnesses 
Arrested 

Now,  for  our  closing  item.  Earlier  to- 
day 29  of  our  sisters  and  brothers  were 
arrested.  As  of  10:00  tonight  all  have 
posted  bond  and  are  released  on  bail. 
Arraignment  will  be  Saturday  at  9:00 
A.M.  And  then  another  piece  of  infor- 
mation to  share  with  you.  If  anyone  is 
interested  in  contributing  to  the  bail 
fund  for  those  arrested,  you  are  invited 
to  go  to  the  AMAR  Resource  Center  at 
the  Sheraton  tonight  or  tomorrow. 

BISHOP  JOHNSON:  Thank  you. 
Thank  you  before  calling  Bishop 
Hassmger  to  close  us  out  in  a  word  of 
prayer,  I  want  to  express  my  sincere  ap- 
preciation to  your  cooperation  and  the 
many  of  you  who  helped  me  so  much. 
We  were  indeed  a  team  and  I  always 
look  forward  to  vote  the  surprises  of  the 
Spirit  and  esjsecially  the  direction  of  the 
Spirit  as  it  moves  through  God's  peo- 
ple. It  has  been  a  joy  to  be  with  you  this 
evening  and  I  know  it's  been  a  long. 


hard  and  tiresome  day.  But  I'm  also  as- 
sured that  some  souls  have  been  saved 
by  our  actions,  some  spreading  of  scrip- 
tural holiness  has  happened.  And  we 
will  indeed  inform  the  continent  by  the 
things  we  have  done,  one  way  or  an- 
other. 

And  I  thank  God  for  the  grace  and  of>- 
pwrtunity  to  share  with  you  in  such  a 
team  work  responsibility.  1  want  to 
thank  the  two  p>ersons  who  have  been 
advising  me,  again.  Bishop  Thomas 
and  Bishop  Grove,  who  have  been  in- 
deed close,  loving,  and  compassionate 
counselors  through  this  time  and  event. 
At  this  time  I'd  like  to  invite  Bishop 
Hassinger  to  come  and  close  us  out  in 
prayer.  (Applause) 

BISHOP  SUSAN  W.  HASSINGER: 
(Prayer) 

Friday  Morning, 
May  12 

(Bishop  Robert  E.  Fannin,  presiding) 

(Korean  Community  Choir 

United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Jersey 

singing  in  Korean  and  English) 

BISHOP  ROBERT  E.  FANNIN  (Bir- 
mingham): Good  morning.  I  call  upon 
Bishop  Galvan,  president-elect  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  a  special  concern 
and  prayer. 

BISHOP  ELL\S  G.  GALVAN  (Seat- 
tle): Mr.  President  and  friends,  we  have 
received  word  that  yesterday,  our  sister 
Lucia  Femandes,  mother  of  our  col- 
league Bishop  Moises  Femandes,  (East- 
em  Angola  Area)died.  Will  you  please 
join  me  in  a  moment  of  prayer? 

(Prayer) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Amen.  Thank 
you.  Bishop  Galvan.  We  keep  growing 
in  numbers.  The  Northeast  Philippine 
delegation  has  just  arrived,  and  we  wel- 
come them  to  General  Conference  2(X)0. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Swenson,  for  that  wonderful 
message  and  for  the  choir  for  the  dy- 
namic fallthrough  music  to  a  life  in  Je- 
sus Christ.  This  is  a  wonderful  day,  the 
day  the  Lord  has  made  and  we're  ex- 
cited about  it,  and  we're  alive,  and 
ready  to  move  forward  in  building  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  this  place.  I've  al- 
ready sent  my  quarterly  income  tax  re- 
turn in  to  Cleveland  and  to  Ohio,  so 


we're  all  in  order.  I  call  Mary  Alice 
Massey  to  bring  us  our  calendar  and 
agenda  report. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida): 
Good  morning.  Bishop  Fannin  and  del- 
egates. There's  a  smile  on  my  face,  you 
probably  know  why.  The  agenda  for  to- 
day is  found  on  the  daily  DCA,  on  the 
inside  page,  2276.  The  agenda  is  as 
printed  with  these  exceptions:  At  11:50 
today  or  thereabouts,  we  will  honor  our 
retiring  bishop»s.  In  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion where  we  have  report  of  the 
GCFA,  we  must  take  up  three  calendar 
items  that  have  financial  implications 
before  that  report  comes  to  the  floor. 
We  cannot  take  them  up  this  morning 
because  of  the  time  frame  in  which  they 
were  presented .  Other  than  that,  I  move 
that  the  agenda  be  approved  as  an- 
nounced. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  it  is 
properly  before  us.  Any  questions?  If 
you  will  then,  if  you  approve  press  one 
when  the  light  appears,  or  two  if  you  do 
not  approve.  [Yes,  782;  No,  9]  The 
agenda  is  approved. 

RTZGERALD  REIST:  Good  morn- 
ing. Please  tum  in  your  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  for  Thursday,  May  11,  2000, 
volume  4,  number  9,  to  page  2222.  I've 
been  asked  to  repeat  the  numbers  be- 
cause apparently  I'm  moving  too 
quickly,  so  that's  page  2222.  On  page 
2222,  Special  Consent  Calendar  A91  be- 
gins with  Calendar  Item  115Z 

Consent  Calendars  A91,  B91,  and  C91 
Aproved 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of  Spe- 
cial Consent  Calendar  A91. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  AU  right,  this  is 
before  us.  If  you  would  approve,  press 
1,  if  not  press  2  when  the  light  app>ears. 
[Yes.  798;  No,  U  J. 

REIST:  On  page  2222,  the  same  f>age. 
Special  Consent  Calendar  B91 .  B91  con- 
sists of  Calendar  Item  1201. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of  Spe- 
cial Consent  Calendar  B91 . 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Consent  calendar 
B91  is  before  us,  any  questions?  All 
right,  if  you  would  approve,  press  1, 
disapprove  2  as  the  light  appears.  You 
have  approved  by  a  count  of  (Yes,  783; 
No,  281. 

REIST:  On  the  same  page  2222,  Spe- 
cial Consent  Calendar  C91  begins  with 
Calendar  Item  597. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of  Spe- 
cial Consent  Calendar  C91. 
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BISHOP  FANNIN:  C91  is  before  us. 
Any  questions?  If  you  would  approve, 
press  1,  disapprove  press  2,  when  the 
light  appears.  You  have  approved  [Yes, 
814;No.l9]. 

Consent  Calendars  A06,  B06,  COS 
Approved 

REIST:  On  page  2223,  the  very  next 
page,  consent  calendar  A06,  begins 
with  Calendar  Item  1 391 .  On  page  2224, 
page  2224,  Calendar  Item  1394,  that's 
1394,  has  been  removed  at  the  request 
of  delegates.  On  page  2225,  page  2225, 
Calendar  Item  1397, 1397,  has  been  re- 
moved at  the  request  of  delegates.  On 
page  2226,  page  2226,  Calendar  Item 
1407,  that's  1407  has  been  removed  at 
the  request  of  delegates. 

M  ASSEY:  1  move  the  approval  of  con- 
sent calendar  A06,  with  the  exceptions 
noted. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  A06  is 
before  us,  as  the  changes  were  noted.  If 
you  would  approve,  press  1,  if  not  2 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  ap>- 
proved  with  a  vote  [Yes,  841;  No,  17]. 

REIST:  P.  2227,  Consent  Calendar 
B06,  B06  begins  with  Calendar  Item 
1419. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of 
Consent  Calendar  B06. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  any 
questions?  This  is  before  us.  If  you 
would  approve,  press  1,  if  not,  2,  when 
the  light  appears.  You  have  supported 
it  with  a  vote  of  [Yes,  846;  No,  14]. 

REIST:  On  p.  2231,  thaf  s  p.  2231,  Con-' 
sent  Calendar  C06  begins  with  Calen- 
dar Item  1443.  That's  1443. 

M  ASSEY:I  move  the  approval  of  Con- 
sent Calendar  C06. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  This  is  before  us. 
Any  questions?  If  you  would  approve, 
press  1 ;  if  you  would  not  approve,  press 
2,  when  the  light  appears.  You  have 
supported  this  by  a  vote  of  [Yes,  848;  No, 
22]. 

REIST:  I  have  two  corrections  to  re- 
port to  you  on  the  consent  calendars 
printed  in  this  mornings  DCA,  so  that 
you  are  aware  of  them  and  do  not  need 
to  go  to  the  effort  of  trying  to  remove 
them  from  the  calendar.  Special  Con- 
sent Calendar  A93  begins  in  today's 
DCA  on  p.  2310.  The  item  to  be  removed 
from  that  calendar  is  on  p.  231 1 .  P.  231 1 . 
Calendar  Item  1180  was  placed  on  the 
calendar  in  error.  That's  Calendar  Item 
1180  was  placed  on  the  calendar  in  er- 
ror. On  the  very  next  p.  2312,  Special 
Consent  Calendar  C93  ,  C93  Calendar 


Item  1550, 1550  was  placed  on  the  con- 
sent calendar  in  error.  That  concludes 
my  report,  thank  you. 

Agenda  Committee 
Introduced  to  Conference 

MASSEY:  Bishop  Fannin  and  dele- 
gates, this  is  our  final  agenda  report. 
We  can  get  through  our  business  today 
if  you  will  be  prudent  and  succinct  with 
your  comments.  I  would  be  remiss  if  I 
did  not  recognize  our  wonderful 
agenda  committee  that  are  standing 
down  front  and  thank  them  for  all  of 
their  efforts.  They  have  been  with  us  ev- 
ery morning  at  7:00  and  all  of  the  legis- 
lative committee  chairpersons  as  well 
as  the  presiding  bishops. 

In  addition,  we  want  to  give  thanks 
for  Jay  Voorhees,  who  is  the  production 
manger  and  all  of  his  staff  who  have  al- 
lowed the  petions  to  be  on  the  screen 
and  for  Gere  Reist,  who  has  brought  us 
the  consent  calendar  items.  Would  you 
thank  them  now  please.  (Applause) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  was  in  the  Civic 
Center  this  morning  about  6:50,  and  the 
committee  was  already  here  working 
hard,  so  we  greatly  appreciate  all  of  the 
hard  work  of  your  committee  Mary  Al- 
ice and  all  of  those  who  participated  in 
making  our  business  run  smooth.  I  am 
Bob  Fannin  from  North  Ala- 
bama— they  have  an  interpreter  if  you 
need  it — but  I'm  glad  to  be  with  you  to- 
day and  have  two  wonderful  people  as- 
sisting me.  Bishop  Joe  Yeakel  and 
Bishop  Charlene  Kammerer  from  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference. 
So  I  am  just  grateful  for  their  presence. 
They  will  be  whispering  in  my  ear. 
Now  we  have  a  matter  of  elections  to  go 
to.  Is  this  a  point  of  order?  Green  card 
go  to  mike  4. 

DONALD  R.  AVERY  (Louisiana): 
Shouldn't  we  have  voted  on  the  consent 
calendars  that  were  just  presented. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  They  are  coming 
this  afternoon,  and  you  will  have  the 
opportunity  at  that  time.  All  right. 
Thank  you  very  much  for  bringing  that 
to  our  attention.  One  of  the  things  that  I 
wanted  to  challenge  you  with  on  this 
day  is  that  we  do  need  to  move  ahead.  I 
think  our  primary  purpose  for  being  to- 
gether is  to  build  the  kingdom  of  God. 
to  present  to  people  the  presence,  the 
spirit,  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  So  if  you 
at  any  time  see  the  chair  holding  back 
the  building  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
just  yell,  "point  of  order."  However,  if 
your  statement  is  not  going  to  build  the 
kingdom  of  God  you  might  want  to 


think  about  it  twice.  (Applause).  So  I  just 
say  that.  In  no  way  do  I  want  to  hold  up 
procedure  or  do  anything  improperly, 
but  we  will  be  moving  rapidly  through 
our  business.  And  I  give  God  the  praise 
and  thanksgiving  for  your  support. 

Board  of  Global  Ministries  Bishops 
Approved 

Any,  OK,  I  draw  your  attention  to  p. 
1747,  1747,  which  are  the  bishops  for 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
The  daily  edition  Volume  4 ,  #3.  P.  1747. 
These  will  not  be  number  votes.  They 
will  be  yes  or  no  votes.  If  you  have  ques- 
tions then  you  need  to  of  course  draw  it 
to  my  attention.  Is  this  a  question  con- 
cerning the  election?  OK,  shortly  after 
the  election  I'll  recognize  you.  All  right, 
the  procedure  will  be  then,  we  will  take 
that  group,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  bishops  and  take  one  vote 
unless  there  is  a  question.  And  if  you 
would  approve  the  list  as  printed. 
Properly  before  you,  any  questions?  If 
none  then  would  you  elect  on  p.  1747 
the  names  listed.  If  so,  press  1  yes;  if  no, 
press  2,  when  the  light  appears.  OK, 
I  Yes,  871;  No,  23].  It  has  been  suggested 
that  we  could  go  through  all  of  these  in 
one  motion.  If  you  would  like  to  con- 
sider these  in  one  motion  press  yes 
when  the  light  appears,  1,  and  no  2.  OK. 
[Yes,  863;  No,  24]  I  will  read  these  rap- 
idly to  you.  You  have  approved  1747 
pages  1747  and  8. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  bishops,  members  at 
large,  2  Central  Conference  John 
Guillera,  replaces  excuse  me  1,  John 
Guillera  replaces  Cyprien  Ntungwanayo 
and  the  Jurisdictions,  Patricia  Bryant 
Harris  replaces  Noah  Reid.  In  the  South- 
east Cormie  Mitchell  replaces  Al  Guinn. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  On  17,  page  1748, 
the  General  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  members.  Page  1748, 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  members.  Page  1751,  the  Com- 
mission on  General  Conference  and 
there  are  additional  nominations  listed 
on  page  2278. 

Old  John  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
Trustee  Nominations 

ROLAND  SHORIST:  In  addition  to 
these,  we  have  the  Old  John  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  trustee  nom- 
inations, for  2000-2004.  These  were  not 
in  your  Daily  Christian  Advocate.  I  apol- 
ogize for  that.  We  all  apologize;  how- 
ever, they  were  left  out.  I  will  read  these 
nominees:  James  Cardwell,  James  H. 
Howenstien,  Wilma  J.  Roberts,  Rayna 
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Rogers,  Steven  K.  Rose,  Allen  Tapler, 
Connie  Takamine,  William  T  Staubach 
Jr.  and  the  bishop  of  the  New  York  area 
of  The  United  Methodist  ^'-  rch.  Old 
John  Street  United  Metf  Ihurch, 

trustee  nominations.  Ai  ere  any 
questions  about  any  of  tl  .  i  nomina- 
tions? If  not,  then  we  wi'  approve  all 
the  nominations  that  I'vt  eferred  to  in 
one  vote.  If  you  approve  these  nomina- 
tions would  you  press  one  when  the 
light  app>ears  and  two  if  you  do  not. 
You  have  approved  of  the  vote  of  [Yes, 
883;  No,  141.  Thank  you,  that  was  very, 
very  helpful.  We  are  ready  to  move 
ahead  now  and  let's  keep  our  spirit  in 
mind  and  our  need  to  watch  the  clock.  I 
call  on  Charles  Courtoy  for  Confer- 
ences. 

CHARLES  W.  COURTOY  (Rorida): 
Thank  you,  Bishop  Fannin: 

BISHOP  FANIN:  I  should  say  in  the 
beginning  here.  Dr.  Courtoy,  that  we 
are  dealing  with  items  that  have  firun- 
cial  implications  first.  These  persons 
will  come  back  with  their  other  jseti- 
tions  but  we  are  dealing  with  financial 
implications  first.  Thank  you. 

Petition  to  Establi^  Evangelical  Mission- 
ary Conference  in  Western  Jurisdiction 

COURTOY:  You  want  to  turn  in  your 
DC  A  to  F>age  2154,  2154.  It  will  be  very 
helpful  to  you,  I  suspect,  if  you'll  turn  in 
your  Advance  DCA  to  page  1341.  We'll 
be  dealing  with  Calendar  Item  No.  1351 
found  on  page  2154.  We  are  dealing 
with  Petition  31279.  It  is  entitled,  "Es- 
tablish an  Evangelical  Missionary  Con- 
ference in  Western  Jurisdiction."  The 
committee  voted  nonconcurrence.  The 
rationale:  The  committee  listened  with 
great  empathy  to  the  expression  of  dis- 
enfranchisement  that  the  representa- 
tives from  evangelical  churches  in  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  feel.  The  commit- 
tee was  moved  to  nonconcurrence 
based  on  what  has  happened  among 
our  Korean  United  Methodists,  who  in 
1996  General  Conference  attempted  to 
establish  a  missionary  conference  and 
were  turned  down.  We  heard  here  at 
this  General  Conference  from  them  that 
they  have  affected  reconciliation  and 
we  pray  that  the  same  will  happen  with 
those  who  brought  the  petition. 

BISHOP  FANIN:  All  right,  this  is  be- 
fore you.  I  notice  a  yellow  card  all  the 
way  in  the  back.  Move  to  mike  8  please. 

MENNO  E  GOOD  (Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania): And  I  move  referral  if  that  is  in 
order. 

BISHOP  FANIN:  It  is  in  order. 


Motion  to  Reform  Evangelical 

Missionary  Conference  to  GCOM 

Debated  and  Defeated 

GOOD:  I  move  referral  of  Petition 
31279  and  its  rationale  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  to  study  along 
with  other  studies  already  referred  to 
them  in  order  to  assess  the  needs  for  a 
non-geographic  missionary  conference 
in  consultation  with  the  original  peti- 
tioners and  others  and  report  to  the 
General  Cor\ference  of  2004. 

BISHOP  FANIN:  Do  I  hear  a  second?  I 
have  a  second.  Would  you  like  to  speak 
to  it?  Your  motion,  mike  8. 

GOOD:  I  have  a  sf)eech,  yes,  but  in  the 
interest  of  time  I  simply  offer  this  as  a 
facilitating  motion  that  we  might  move 
forward  in  the  same  way  in  which  the 
Korean  initiative  did  in  the  last  four 
years.  It  seen\s  to  me  that  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  is  the  correct 
place  for  this. 

BISHOP  FANIN:  All  right,  we  wiU 
have  speeches  for  and  against  referral. 
All  right,  the  green  card  over  here, 
come  to  mike  4. 

HARRY  L.  WOOD  (California-Ne- 
vada, clergy):  I  want  to  speak  against 
referral.  To  postpone  this  for  another 
four  years  will  exacerbate  the  feelings 
that  have  led  to  this  proposal  and  so  I 
urge  you  to  deal  with  this  now. 

BISHOP  ROBERT  FANNIN:  All 
right,  sir.  We've  had  one  for  and  one 
against.  A  yellow  card  all  the  way  in  the 
back,  mike  8.  (Pause) 

ROBERT  SWEET  (New  England): 
Bishop,  our  legislative  committee  gave 
careful  cor\sideration  to  this.  We  were 
convinced  that  we're  going  down  a 
slippery  road  if  we  begin  to  divide  the 
church  according  to  theology  and  theo- 
logical divisions.  I  would  urge  us  to 
vote  against  referral  and  not  permit  this 
kind  of  legislation.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  We  have 
one  for  referral,  one  speech  left.  Yes,  the 
pink  card  here.  Mike  4. 

ROGER  A.  KINDSCHI  (Wisconsin):  I 
speak  in  favor  of  referral.  I  was  on  the 
subcommittee  where  we  learned  about 
the  situation  and  felt  like  it  was  a  wor- 
thy situation  to  really  look  into  and  to 
deal  with.  We  feel  there  are  issues  that 
need  to  be  dealt  with.  We  have  heard  of 
times  where  there  has  been  persecution 
of  piastors,  and  churches,  and  lay  peo- 
ple. And  for  this  to  be  studied  fairly,  I 
would  encourage.  Thank  you. 


BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you.  That 
fulfills  our  two  on  each  side.  Dr. 
Courtoy? 

COURTOY:  Just  remind  the  body 
that  the  Committee  recommends 
non-concurrence. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  We're 
voting  on  referral  at  this  point.  To  refer 
or  not  to  refer.  If  you  would  refer  this 
matter  you  would  vote  "yes,"  if  you 
would  not  refer  it  you  would  vote  "no." 
Vote  when  the  light  apf)ears.  (Pause) 
You  have  defeated  of  the  referral  with 
/Yes,  358:  No.  557}.  We're  back  to  the 
main  motion  and  this  is  non-concur- 
rence. Do  you  have  anything  to  say?  All 
right,  we're  ready  to  do  that.  Yes,  over 
here,  green  card,  nuke  4. 

W(X)D:  I  want  to  thank  my  col- 
leagues on  the  delegation  here.  I'm  ex- 
pressing a  viewTX)int  that  is  not  shared 
in  the  nnajority  of  our  delegation  and  I 
appreciate  being  able  to  be  here.  The 
creation  of  an  Evangelical  Missionary 
Conference  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction 
v^all  provide  the  following  benefits  to 
our  mission  to  know  Christ  and  to 
make  Christ  known.  It  will  free  vital  en- 
ergy; it  v*rill  empower  a  grassroots 
movement;  and  it  will  encourage  con- 
gregations and  pastors.  It  will  free  vital 
energy,  which  has  been  spent  in  debate 
over  theological  and  moral  issues,  and 
relecise  it  for  doing  the  work  of  evange- 
lism and  building  up  the  church.  It  will 
empower  a  grassroots  movement  that 
wants  to  be  United  Methodist  and  we 
want  to  be  evangelical.  It  will  encour- 
age congregations  and  pastors  in  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  who've  been  ex- 
cluded from  leadership  positions  in 
their  annual  conference.  For  example, 
in  my  conference,  no  district  superin- 
tendent representing  the  evangelical 
perspective  has  been  appointed  in 
more  than  forty  years.  It  will  accommo- 
date diversity  of  ecclesiology  and  theo- 
logical perspective  within  our 
denomination  in  much  the  same  way 
that  that  has  been  been  accomplished 
through  the  orders  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church.  That  Church  is  enriched  by 
Jesuits  and  Franciscar\s,  and  others  that 
come  under  one  aegis.  It  will  help  stem 
the  tide  of  loss  of  members,  clergy  and 
churches.  Since  1967,  the  Califor- 
nia-Nevada Annual  Conference  has  de- 
clined in  membership  from  125,000  to 
93,(XXI.  This  occurred  during  a  time 
when  the  state  papulation  doubled. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  need  to  sum 
up. 
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WOOD:  Finally,  creation  of  an  Evan- 
gelical Missionary  Conference  will 
boost  morale  and  give  incentive  to 
church  growth.  In  an  area  where  we 
have  floundered  and  failed,  it  offers 
hope  and  1  ask  that  you  vote  against  the 
committee  and  give  us  that  hope. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Speech  against. 
All  right.  I  noticed  the  yellow  card  .  .  . 
What  color  is  that,  orange  or  yellow 
way  back  in  the  back?  Mike  6. 

CHEOL  H.  KWAK  (California-Pa- 
cific Annual  Conference):  I  want  to 
speak  for  the  committee's  decision  be- 
cause when  we  talked  about  the  action 
in  1996  for  a  Korean  Missional  Confer- 
ence it  was  strictly  because  of  language 
and  culture.  It  is  not  about  theology. 
Now,  if  we  are  beginning  to  create  new 
conferences  based  upon  theology,  I  be- 
lieve because  of  what  happened  yester- 
day, we  are  going  to  have  a  lot  of 
different  conferences  all  over  the  place 
because  of  their  different  theological  in- 
terpretations. So  I  strongly  urge  this 
body  to  support  the  committee's  deci- 
sion. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  A  repre- 
sentative for  all  the  orange  cards  in  the 
back.  All  right.  Mike  8. 

JAMES  T.  SEYMOUR  (Penin- 
sula-Delaware): Bishop,  I  rise  to  speak 
for  the  committee's  recommendation  of 
non-concurrence  if  that's  okay. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Yes. 

SEYMOUR:  Bishop,  we  continue  to 
wrestle  with  issues  of  unity  and  diver- 
sity. I  would  urge  the  body  to  affirm  the 
legislative  committee's  recommenda- 
tion of  non-concurrence.  To  begin  with, 
the  petition  is  incomplete  in  terms  of  es- 
timates of  the  costs  involved.  And  the 
petition  has  other  aspects  that  may  re- 
quire clarification.  My  main  concern, 
however,  is  that  the  proposal  to  estab- 
lish such  a  missionary  conference 
seems  to  represent  the  step  that  dimin- 
ishes, rather  than  strengthens,  a  sense 
of  connection.  It  separates  rather  than 
brings  people  together.  I  feel  that  wher- 
ever possible,  we  should  work  to  where 
it's  maintaining  a  unity  that  transcends 
our  differences.  I  urge  that  we  support 
the  committee's  recommendation  of 
non-concurrence. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Thank 
you.  We  can  have  one  more  "against." 
Way  in  the  back,  if  you  would  stand  up 
1  can  recognize  you  rather  than  just  an 
orange  card.  This  one  right  here  near 
mike  6.  Yes.  (I  see  an  orange  card.) 


Substitute  Motion  Calls  for  Dialogue 

Between  Cal/Nevada  Conference  and 

Western  Jurisidiction  College  of  Bishops 

DAVID  V.  W.  OWEN:  I  rise  to  pro- 
vide a  substitute.  I  move  to  substitute 
the  following  wording  in  Petition 
31279.  We  recognize  and  acknowledge 
the  pain  represented  in  Petition  31279. 
There  is  a  troubling  circumstance  in  a 
portion  of  our  connection  that  must  be 
addressed  with  deep  prayer,  compas- 
sion, and  our  best  discernment  of  God's 
will.  We  believe  we  are  a  redeemed 
people,  reconciled  to  God  in  Christ.  As 
such,  we  are  called  to  demonstrate  our 
reconciliation  in  our  relationship  with 
each  other.  Petition  31279  begs  us  to  ex- 
haust every  effort  to  seek  reconciliation 
if  our  Christian  witness  to  the  world  is 
to  have  integrity. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  need  to  sum 
up. 

OWEN:  Okay.  This  effort  requires  the 
highest  commitment  of  pastoral  care 
and  leadership  of  the  church.  There- 
fore, I  recommend  that  General  Confer- 
ence, as  a  body,  instruct  and  bind  the 
leadership,  both  clergy  and  lay  of  the 
California  Nevada  Annual  Conference 
to  enter  into  a  direct  process  of  reconcil- 
iation, under  the  direction  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Bishops  of  the  Western 
Jurisdiction.  This  process  must  enable 
clear  and  direct  dialogue  to  identify  the 
key  issues  of  disagreement,  seek  to  re- 
store the  covenant  and /or  provide  an 
orderly  restoration  of  the  relationships 
of  ministry  between  episcopacy,  clergy 
and  laity  of  the  annual  conference.  I  so 
move. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Well  now,  that 
sounds  more  like  a  speech  against.  Do 
want  to  make  that  a  substitute? 

OWEN:  I'd  like  to  make  it  a  substi- 
tute. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We'll  have  to 
have  that  information  brought  to  the 
front,  it  seems. 

OWEN  :A11  right. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Is  there  a  second? 
There  is  a  second.  All  right,  the  substi- 
tute is  before  us.  I  think  we'll  have  to 
have  that  read  again.  Give  us  the  exact, 
mike  8.  Can  you  give  us  the  exact  word- 
ing of  your  substitute? 

OWEN:  This  is  .  .  .  We  recommend 
that  General  Conference,  as  a  body,  in- 
struct and  bind  the  leadership,  both 
clergy  and  lay,  of  the  California-Ne- 
vada Annual  Conference  to  enter  into  a 
direct  process  of  reconciliation  under 


the  direction  of  the  College  of  Bishops 
of  the  Western  Jurisdiction.  This  pro- 
cess must  enable  clear  and  direct  dia- 
logue to  identify  the  key  issues  of 
disagreenieni,  seek  to  restore  the  cove- 
nant and/'o!  provide  an  orderly  resto- 
ration of  ttit  relationship  of  ministry 
between  episcopacy,  clergy  and  laity  of 
the  Annual  C  onference.  I  am  David 
Owen. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you,  Da- 
vid. I'm  a  little  confused  because  that 
sounds  like  part  of  our  job  description 
already  as  episcopal  leaders.  Do  you 
feel  that  it's  important  that  we  mandate 
this? 

OWEN:  It  seems  to  me  that  the  people 
I've  talked  with  who  are  engaged  in 
both  sides  of  the  conflict,  that  some- 
thing has  broken  down  and  I  believe  we 
as  a  General  Conference,  need  to 
say,"Friends,  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ,  we're  going  to  sit  at  the  table, 
look  at  one  another,  and  work  it  out  as  a 
witness  to  Jesus  Christ  to  the  world." 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  That's  a 
speech  for  the  substitute.  Yes,  on  my 
left  over  here,  the  green.  Mike  4 

MARIELLEN  SAWADA  (Califor- 
nia-Nevada): Mariellen  Sawada,  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada Annual  Corxference,  of 
which  you  speak  in  that  particular  part 
of  the  petition,  but  that  has  taken  me 
quite  by  surprise  because  what  that 
makes  me  think  is  that  the  person,  the 
maker  of  this,  does  not  know  what  we 
are  doing  in  the  California-Nevada 
conference,  whether  we  are  sitting 
down  at  the  table  or  not;  maybe  doesn't 
give  us  the  credit  that  we  are  sitting  at 
the  table;  that  district  superintendents 
have  been  asked.  Maybe  that  person 
has  not  talked  with  us  to  see  what  we 
are  or  are  not  doing.  So  I  certainly 
would  ask  that  we  vote  against  these 
particular  words.  And  please  know 
that  we  ...  I  would  be  one  who  is  look- 
ing at  unity,  and  anything  that  provides 
that  kind  of  unity,  we  are  for.  I  come 
from  a  tradition  of  provisional  confer- 
ence, the  Japanese  Provisional  Confer- 
ence, and  we  know  the  need  for  unity 
and  the  need  to  sit  at  the  table. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  need  to  sum 
up. 

SAWADA:  So  we  appreciate  the 
words  but  probably  don't  appreciate 
that  part  that  says  "binding"  and  "you 
must  do  this"  when  these  things  are  al- 
ready in  process. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Is  the  house  ready 
to  vote  on  this  matter? 
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SEVERAL  VOICES  RESPOND:  Yes. 
Substilule  Dialogue  Motion  Fails 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Is  if  okay  if  we  test 
that?  All  right,  if  you,  then,  would  ap 
prove  the  substitute,  vote  yes;  if  not, 
vote  2  when  the  light  appears.  fYes,  300; 
No,  6061  All  right,  you  have  defeated 
the  substitute.  Now  we've  got  one  more 
sjjecch  against  nonconcurrence  that's 
coming  from  the  committee  Do  1  ha  ve  a 
speech  against  the  committee —  non- 
concurrence.  Orange,  over  at  mike  7 

WILLIAM  C.  SMALLWOOD  (Mis- 
sissippi): Would  it  be  all  right  to  yield  to 
my  fellow  delegate  from  Mississippi, 
Leon  Collier?  Were  you  trying  to  get  to 
mike  2,  Leon? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  AU  right,  do  it, 
but — don't  get  hostile. 

SMALLWOOD:  If  it— if  it's  not  all 
right,  I'd  like  to  make  this  speech. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Yes  sir,  go  ahead. 

SMALLWOOD:  We  ha  ve  a  number  of 
missionary  conferences  already.  We 
have  conferences  that  overlap  confer- 
ence lines.  That's  true  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference.  Those  of  us  that  heard  de- 
bate yesterday  would  have  to  feel  a 
deep  sympathy  for  our  evangelical 
brothers  when  we  hear  that  90  people 
joined  together  to  find  the  law  of  the 
church  and  they're  out  there  trying  to 
give  ministry.  I  think  this  would  add  vi- 
tality to  our  church.  I've  ser^'ed  on 
global  ministries,  and  I've  suppwrted 
every  initiative  that  I  thought  would 
bring  new  people  into  the  table  and 
widen  our  connection  and  strengthen 
our  connection,  and  I  think  this  would 
do  just  that. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you.  Now 
that's  two  for  and  two  against.  1  can 
only  recognize  anybody  pwint  of  order 
or  question.  All  right.  Dr.  Courtoy? 

COURTOY:  I  think  we're  ready  to 
vote.  Bishop. 

Eivngelical  Missionary  Conference 
Vote  Fails 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  you 
have  a  motion  from  the,  recommenda- 
tion from  the  committee  for  nonconcur- 
rence. If  you  agree  with  the  committee, 
press  1;  if  you  do  not,  press  2  when  the 
light  appears.  /Y«,  615;  No.  312]  You 
have  supported  the  committee.  Thank 
you. 

All  right.  We  call  now  upon  Financial 
Administration,  Stan  Sager.  Just  a  min- 
ute, Stan.  I ...  the  gentlenuin  down  here 
raised  his  hand  a  moment  ago  and  I  did 


not  recognize  him.  You,  sir — do  you 
still  need  to  speak?  All  right,  go  to  mike 
2.  We  were  in  the  middle  of  something, 
and  I  asked  you  wait,  and  I  apologize. 

KALIMA  MUTOMBO  (North-West 
Katanga):  (Interpretation  from  Swahili):  It 
is  regarding  what  happened  about  the 
calendar  There  is  one  mistake  on  page 
2346.  This  is  regarding  what  happened 
yesterday.  The  name  that  has  been  put 
there  is  not  the  correct  name;  I  am  the 
p)erson  who  said  those  things.  If  you 
look  on  that  page,  you'll  see  that  it  is  on 
the  last  paragraph. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Sir,  I  think  that 
could  be  taken  care  of  by  editorial  cor- 
rections. If  you  would  give  the  message 
to  the  secretary,  the  Conference  secre- 
tary. Thank  you.  Thank  you  very  much. 
All  right,  Stan? 

MUTOMBO:  Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Microphone  on 
the  stage,  please. 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  If  you 
would  turn  to  p.  2156  in  the  DC  A  you 
will  find  there  Calendar  Item  1364.  It  re- 
fers to  p.  1299  of  the  Advance  DC  A,  and 
that  is  Vol.  2,  Section  3,  a  small,  bro- 
chure-tyjje  of  folder,  not  the  big  blue 
one,  and  there  is  Petition  31305.  This  pje- 
tition  relates  to  amendment  and  re- 
statement of  the  CPP.  The  committee 
vote  was  73  for  concurrence,  1  against, 
and  I  would  place  that  before  you. 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  1364  is 
before  us — nonconcurrence. 

SAGER:  No,  concurrence. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Concurrence,  all 
right.  I  appreciate  the  correction.  Con- 
currence. All  right. 

SAGER:  That  was  CPP,  Bishop,  not 
CPT,  as  I  think  I  may  have  said. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  CPP  .  .  .  CPP  .  .  . 
Concurrence.  (Laughter)  Thank  you  for 
that  correction  too,  Stan.  All  right,  it's 
before  us.  All  right,  if  you  approve  con- 
currence, vote  yes;  if  not,  no,  when  the 
light  appears.  (Yes,  838:  No.  26] 
SAGER:  Thank  you  Bishop 
Global  Ministries  . . .  Christine  Keels. 
Is  a  point  of  order  back  there?  The  or- 
ange card  on  the  left,  mike  8. 

Conference  Suspends  Rules  In  Order 

to  Consider  All  Financial  Implications 

in  Present  Session 

CASHAR  W.  EVANS  (North 
Carolina):  1  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  order  to  have  all  petitions  with  finan- 


cial implications  considered  before  the 
lunch  break. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That  is  our  intent, 
Cashar,  at  this  particular  moment. 
We're  trying  to  walk  through,  but  we 
have  some  more — you're  saying  "all." 

EVANS:  Yes  sir.  If  I'll  get  a  second,  I'll 
explain  it  to  you 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  sir.  It  has 
been  seconded. 

EVANS:  This  action  would  enable 
GCFA  to  take  all  necessary  actions  in 
order  to  consider  the  GCFA  reports  af- 
ter lunch. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  It's  understand- 
able. Any  discussion?  1  see  an  orange 
card  on  the  left.  Now,  first  of  all,  we 
have  to  susjjend  the  rules  to  open  the 
discussion  on  this  matter.  All  right,  if 
you  would  suspend  the  rules,  press  1 ;  if 
you  would  not,  press  2  when  the  light 
appears.  [Y«,  702;  No,  176]  You  have 
suspended  the  rules  by  a  vote  of  701, 
yes;  no,  176.  All  right,  card  on  the  left, 
mike  7. 

LA  VON  J.  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Bishop,  1  have  one  from  the 
Higher,  Higher  Education  legislative 
committee.  But,  however,  it's  in  today's 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  and  I  was  in- 
formed it  could  not  come  in  until  this 
afternoon.  The  people  have  to  review  it. 
Please  give  me  directions  on  this. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  I  thank 
you  for  that.  That's  my  understanding 
too.  However,  I  think  this  takes  prior- 
ity. I'm  going  to  call  on  Mary  Alice 
Massey  to  clarify  this  matter  for 
us — chair  of  the  Agenda  Comnuttee. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Rorida):  It 
is  my  understanding  that  that  is  the  in- 
tent of  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  al- 
low these  to  occur  this  morning  so  that 
they  can  take  them  up  there.  There  are 
three  of  them,  I  believe. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Right.  All  right. 
And  you  agree  with  that,  Ms.  Massey? 
OK.  All  right.  Are  we  ready  to  vote  on 
this — that  we  handle  these  financial 
matters  before  lunch  if  at  all  humanly 
possible?  All  right.  If  you  would  agree, 
vote  yes.  If  not,  2  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. lYes.  841:  No.  37]  You  have  ap- 
proved. All  right.  Do  we  want  to  go 
back  to  Financial  Administration  since 
they  have  one  of  these  items?  Is  Stan 
still  here?  All  right.  We'll  move  ahead 
then  and  come  back  and  nwke  sure  that 
all  of  them  are  being  handled  properly. 
Global  Ministries— Ms  Christine 
Keels. 
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CHRISTINE  DEAN  KEELS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Good  morning. 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Good  morning. 

KEELS;  A  week  ago  the  Global  Minis- 
tries Committee  leadership  team  made 
the  decision  to  choose  a  parliamentar- 
ian. We  chose  Gary  Ward  of  the  North 
Alabama  Conference  to  be  our  parlia- 
mentarian. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That's  excellent. 

KEELS:  Gary  monitored  and  guided 
the  committee  through  the  use  of  the 
General  Conference  Rules  of  Order. 
Gary  organized  the  pages  and  the  mar- 
shals in  maintaining  the  integrity  of  the 
bar  and  the  voting  process.  I'm  very 
proud  to  present  Gary  Ward.  He  Vkfill 
refer  to  p.  2089. 

GARY  T.  WARD  (North  Alabama): 
Bishop,  members  of  the  coi\ference, 
turn  to  p.  2089,  Petition  625, 625,  the  Pe- 
tition 30863.  This  petition  is  found  also 
on  p.l822  in  your  Advance  DCA — or  in 
your  DC.4 — and  p.  876  in  the  Advance 
DCA.  The  committee  recommends  con- 
currence as  amended.  We  added  one 
language  group  in  the  Philippines.  And 
the  rationale  is,  this  is  a  continuation  of 
a  mandate  from  the  1996  General  Con- 
ference. I  so  move.  Bishop,  that 
we — this  is  a  referral  to  GCFA. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  prop- 
erly before  you.  Any  questions?  All 
right.  If  you  would  refer  to  GCFA, 
would  you  vote  yes  when  the  light  ap>- 
pears;  if  not,  no.  You  have  referred  it, 
(Yes,  832:  No,  35]. 

KEELS:  Bishop,  I'd  like  to  introduce 
Charlene  Black.  Charlene  was  the  chair, 
subcommittee  chairperson  for  Health 
and  Relief.  She  will  now  present  some 
more  referrals. 

Church  And  Community  Worker's 
Program  Adopted  and  Referred  to  GCFA 

CHARLENE  R.  BLACK  (South  Geor- 
gia): Thank  you.  If  you  would  turn  with 
me  in  the  DCA  to  p.  2093,  p.  2093,  Item 
1199.  2093,  Item  1199  refers  to  Resolu- 
tion 30230,  which  also  appears  in  the 
Advance  DCA  on  p.  49.  This  is  a  motion 
that  continues  to  support  the  Church 
and  Community  Workers'  Program 
and  continues  to  deploy  them.  The 
committee  recommends  reference  to 
GCFA  because  we  certainly  affirm  the 
work  of  our  Church  and  Community 
Workers  and  believe  that  this  needs  to 
be  continued.  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you  very 
much.   Properly  before  us.  Did  you 


straighten  out  the  terminology?  When 
we  refer,  we  really  should  say,  "adop- 
tion and  referral,"  "to  adopt  and  refer." 
All  right.  If  you  agree,  would  you  vote 
yes  when  the  light  appears;  if  not,  no.  It 
is  adopted  and  referred  by  a  vote  of 
[Yes,  837;  No,  28].  I'm  not  going 
through — you've  been  here  so  long 
now,  you  know  that  1  is  yes  and  no  is 
2? — so  I'm  not  repeating  that  every 
time  like  we  have  in  the  past,  so  if  there 
is  a  disagreement,  let  me  know. 

Restorative  Justice  Program 
Referred  to  GCFA 

KEELS:  Bishop,  we're  continuing  on 
p.  2093.  The  presenter  is  Marilyn 
Outslay.  Marilyn  was  the  chair  of  the 
Women,  Children,  and  Other  Commit- 
tee. Don't  let  the  word  other  throw  you. 
All  the  issues  were  important. 

MARILYN  J.  OUTSLAY  (Ore- 
gon-Idaho): Bishop,  we  are  on  the  same 
page,  p.  2093.  The  Calendar  Item  is 
1196,  Petition  30870,  and  the  report  for 
this  is  found  on  p.  899  of  the  Advance 
DCA.  This  is  a  petition  that  would  al- 
low us  to  continue  restorative  justice 
ministries.  This  was  a  program  created 
by  the  1966  General  Conference.  As  you 
can  see,  it  was  voted  on  unanimously, 
but  we  bring  it  to  you  because  of  finan- 
cial implications.  So  we  would  move 
concurrence  with  the  referral. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  We  have 
adoption  and  referral  before  us.  All 
right.  Vote  when  the  light  appears.  Yes, 
1;  no,  2.  [Yes,  823;  No,  48]  You  have 
adopted  and  referred. 

KEELS:  Bishop,  this  concludes  all  of 
the  money  referrals  for  our  committee. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you  very 
much. 

(Applause) 

Appreciate  that.  I  want — Cashar  Ev- 
ans' motion  has  changed  our  agenda, 
which  we  understand  fully.  And  we 
will  move  for  the  committee  chairs  so 
that  they  might  be  aware.  We  will  now 
move  to  the  afternoon  schedule,  the 
first  part  of  the  afternoon  schedule,  to 
handle  these  matters,  so  they  might  be 
aware  of  their  order  to  be  on  stage. 
Right  now,  in  a  great  southern  tradi- 
tion— you  know,  we've  been  talking, 
you  know,  the  food  in  Cleveland's  been 
wonderful,  but  I've  missed  the  greens 
and  the  grits  and  all  those  delicacies, 
you  know. 


(Laughter — Applause) 

But  I  can  be  sustained  for  a  long  time 
on  a  cup  of  coffee,  and  Bishop 
McClesky  from  South  Carolina  said  he 
would  bring  me  a  cup  of  coffee  during 
the  break.  Let's  take  a  15-minute  break. 

(Recess) 
(Song) 

BISHOP  FANIN:  Thank  you.  Praise 
God.  We  will  be  recognizing  the  legisla- 
tive committees  in  this  order:  Faith  and 
Order,  Independent  Commissions, 
Higher  Education,  and  Financial  Ad- 
ministration. And  then  we  will  ask  the 
other  legislative  committee  chairs  if 
they  have  any  legislation  with  financial 
implications.  Faith  and  Order,  Inde- 
pendent Commissions,  Higher  Educa- 
tion, and  Financial  Administration. 
Robert  Hayes,  Faith  and  Order. 

ROBERT  E.  HAYES  (Texas):  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  Members  of  the  General 
Conference,  we  are  going  to  present  to 
you  the  first  of  two  petitions  that  deal 
with  the  subject  of  abortion.  The  very 
first  can  be  found  on  p.  2149  of  your 
DCA,  2149.  I'm  going  to  ask  that  Dele- 
gate Sally  Dick  come  on  up.  She'll  be  on 
the  next  one,  but  the  first  one  does  not 
have  a  minority  report.  It  is  p.  2149,  Cal- 
endar Item  1295,  in  the  Advance  DCA, 
its  Petition  30008.  That's  the  first  of 
many  petitions  under  this  particular 
calendar  item.  And  the  committee  rec- 
ommends nonconcurrence.  Most  of 
these  petitions  that  are  listed  under  this 
calendar  item  are  suggesting  that  we 
change  some  of  the  wording  that  is 
found  in  65J.  However,  the  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence  because 
the  wording  which  is  currently  there  is 
more  suitable  in  favor — we've  done 
this  in  favor  of  the  wording  that's  al- 
ready there  as  opposed  to  those  that 
have  been  suggested  to  us. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Mr.  Hayes,  does 
this  have  financial  implications? 

HAYES:  That's  why  I  was— thafs 
why  I  was  wondering — 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We  need  only 
yours  that  have  financial  implication. 

HAYES:  I  have  none. 
BISHOP  FANNIN:  OK,  this  after- 
noon later  we'll  do  these.  Stan?  Mike  2. 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  Bishop, 
could  I  ask  for  a  little  bit  of  clarification? 
The  matters  that  Financial  Administra- 
tion has  with  financial  implications 
now,  they're  directly  on  GCFA  reports, 
and  we  have  no  problem  presenting 
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them  this  morning.  And  p>erhaps  it 
makes  sense  to  get  them  out  here  before 
the  reports  are  submitted,  so  that  if  they 
effect  the  change  in  the  budget  it  could 
be  done.  But  I  want  to  assure  myself 
that  they  will  be  considered  before  the 
GCFA  reports  are,  are  considered  be- 
cause it  is  conceivable  that  action  could 
be  taken  that  would  be  contrary  to 
GCFA  recommendations. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  appreciate  that 
caution  and  I  think  that's  our  under- 
standing. They  just  need  to  know 
where  we  are  as  a  conference. 

SAGER;  So  we'll  prepare,  be  pre- 
pared this  morning,  in  a  few  minutes,  to 
present  those. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That's  correct. 

SAGER:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We're  going 
down  the  list  now. 

HAYES:  Bishop,  it  must  have  been  an 
error  in  what  you  received  because  we 
have  no  financial — 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right. 

HAYES:  — considerations  for  this  af- 
ternoon. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right. 

HAYES:  So  I'll  bring  this  back  at  an- 
other time. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you  very 
much.  You  were  on  our  list,  but  the  list 
was  wrong.  Independent  Commis- 
sions. Independent  Commissions,  Har- 
old Batiste.  All  right.  Higher  Education, 
Ms.  La  Von  Wilson.  If  Mr.  Batiste  could 
be  ready  OK.  All  right.  Is  that  a  point  of 
order?  Back  here,  the  pink  card?  Go  to 
mike  4  please,  sir. 

THOMAS  O.  GARNHART  (Wiscon- 
sin): 1  would  like  to  move  to  suspend 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  amending 
our  rviles  in  a  way  that,  I  believe,  will 
help  us  increase  our  trust  in  each  other 
in  this  process  of  working  together,  to 
clarify  a  matter  that  we've  had  a  lot  of 
confusion  around. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  what  is 
that  matter? 

GARNHART:  Would  you  like  to  hear 
what  I  would  intend  to  present? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  think  they,  they 
would  like  to  hear  at  least  a — 

GARNHART:  Well,  the  matter— 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  a  little  bit  before 
they  begin  to  vote. 

GARNHART:  The  matter  is  around 
the  confusion  over  whether  we  are  vot- 
ing on  what  we  see  before  us,  or  rather 


we  are  voting  on  an  original  position, 
jjetition  that  has  not  been  seen  by  the 
delegates. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We  dealt  with 
that  for  quite  a  while  last  night. 

GARNHART:  And  it  was  clarified 
last  night  that  we  do  not  have  any  writ- 
ten rule  that  covers  that  matter  but  is 
done  by  a  rule  that  is  known  by  some 
but  not  in  print  in  any  form. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  So  you  want  to  set 
aside  the  agenda  to  present  a  clearer 
understanding  of  that  process? 

GARNHART:  Yes,  to  amend  the  rules 
in  a  way  that  would  clarify  it  in  one  di- 
rection or  another,  and  if,  I'm  more  in- 
terested in  clarifying  it  than  getting  my 
particular  perspective  voted  on. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  if  you 
would  set  aside  the  rules,  press  one;  if 
not,  two.  lYes,  244;  No,  484]  It  is  not  sup- 
ported. Thank  you,  sir.  Ms.  Wilson? 

Motion  to  Create  Task  Force 
on  ImmigrationfNaturali2ation  Approved 

LA  VON  J.  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  If  you  would  turn  in  your  DCA 
's  to  p.  2242,  Calendar  Item  1560,  in  Ad- 
vance DCA  is  1025,  Petition  30597.  This 
relates  to  create  a  taskforce  on  immigra- 
tion/nationalization issues  related  to 
clergy  appointments.  Our  committee 
recommends  concurrence.  Our  vote 
was  74  and  none  against  and  one  not 
voting.  Our  rationale  for  this  was  that 
the  committee  recognizes  the  growing 
need  to  speak  with  constituencies  re- 
garding the  issue  of  immigration  and 
naturalization  related  to  clergy  ap- 
pointments and  staff  positions.  A 
taskforce  formed  as  recommended  in 
this  petition  would  be  able  to  research, 
consult,  and  advise  all  of  the  involved 
agencies  and  entities  of  our  church. 
And  there  are  no  new  monies  requested 
for  this  taskforce  as  explained  in  the  fi- 
nal paragraph.  And  the  committee  rec- 
ommends with  concurrence. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  this  mat- 
ter is  properly  before  us.  I  see  no  cards. 
We'll  vote  when  the  light  appears.  1, 
yes,  2  no.  concurrence.  All  right,  you 
have  supported  the  committee.  lYes, 
671;  No,  72}. 

WILSON:  Thank  you  Bishop,  that's 
the  only  one  we  have. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Is  Harold  here? 
Harold  Batiste  here  now?  Nothing  with 
financial  implications,  the/re  saying. 
OK,  thank  you  very  much.  I  apologize, 
vou're  on  the  list.  OK,  Stan  Sager,  Fi- 


nancial     Administration.      On      the 
platform,  the  mike  on  the  platform. 

SAGER:  These  will  be  directed  at 
GCFA  reports,  and  I  want  to  assure  that 
those  who  are  presenting  minorities  re- 
ports on  those  will  be  here  as  we  go 
through  these.  Bishop.  And  that  would 
be  Chuck  Lanier,  Jeff  Sitts,  Eddie  Fox, 
and  Warner  Brown. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  will 
these  persons  come  forward  please  and 
be  ready  to  respond? 

SAGER:  Let  me  begin  with  p.  2090  of 
the  DCA.  Calendar  no.  1163,  Advance 
DCA,  p.  331.  The  Petition  30702,  this  is 
the  report  on  GCFA,  by  GCFA  on  the 
Black  colleges.  We  have  voted  to  con- 
cur. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  There's 
no  minority  report  with  these. 

SAGER:  No  minority  report. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  this  is 
properly  before  you.  They  have  concur- 
rence coming  from  the  committee.  See 
no  cards.  If  you  support  the  committee 
on  concurrence  vote  yes,  if  not,  no, 
when  the  light  appears.  You  have  sup- 
ported the  committee  with  a  vote  of 
[Yes,  743;  No.  16]. 

SAGER:  On  p.  2090  of  the  DCA.  Cal- 
endar Item  1162  refers  to  p.  334  in  the 
Advance  DCA,  Petition  30704.  This  is  the 
refKjrt  of  the  Episcopal  Fund.  We  have 
voted  to  concur. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Excuse  us  just  a 
moment.  Excuse  me  just  a  moment, 
what  the  problem  is  Stan,  if  I  could  just 
interrupt  for  a  moment.  We've  just  re- 
ceived-the  general  secretary  of 
GCFA-feels  that  there's  a  misunder- 
standing about  us  setting  aside  the 
rules  to  handle  these  items  prior  to  this 
afternoon.  Could  you  give  permission 
to  Sandra  Lackore  to  speak  on  the  floor 
to  clarify  this  n\af  ter?  All  right,  I  hear  no 
one  disagreeing.  Sandra,  are  you  here 
in  the  back?  Sandra?  We  were  told  that 
she  was  here  to . . .  she  may  be  in  the  of- 
fice. We're  going  to  proceed  right  now. 
What  .  .  .  Cashar  Evans,  are  you  here? 
Mike  8.  Sandra  Lackore  has  challenges 
on  this  matter.  Can  you  help  explain? 
Mike  8. 

CASHAR  W.  EVANS  (North 
Carolina):  Bishop  Fannin  I  think  I'm  in 
as  much  of  a  quandary  as  you.  It  was 
my  understanding  that  Sandra  wanted 
all  of  these  things  done  before  lunch  if 
possible  And  that  was  the  reason  that  I 
moved  to  have  that  done. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  thank 
you. 
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EVANS:  I'll  go  get  her  if  you  want  me 

to. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Well,  we  may 
have  a  clarification  with  the  secretary.  I 
turn  to  the  conference  secretary. 

Secretary  Clarifies  Process  for  GCFA 
Report  on  Financial  Implications 

MARSHALL:  A  word  of  explanation. 
Sandra  Lackore  was  on  her  way  here 
and  would  be  very  willing  to  share  with 
us,  except  she  has  just  fallen,  and  can- 
not get  here  right  this  moment.  She  just 
called  again,  and  wanted  to  remind  the 
body  that  according  to  our  rules,  all  of 
the  items  which  fall  within  the  budget 
as  set  by  GCFA  require  that  GCFA 
bring  the  reports  and  which  they  will 
do  this  afternoon  and  then  any  amend- 
ments on  what  we  would  consider  at 
this  moment  minority  reports.  Any- 
thing that  would  be  an  adjustment  to 
that  be  brought  then  after  the  report  has 
been  presented.  The  budget  has  been 
presented  by  GCFA.  And  so  the  request 
was  that  we  postpone  receiving  these 
reports  and  action  on  them  until  after 
GCFA  reports  this  afternoon.  Bishop 
Fannin,  that's  the  essence  of  the  conver- 
sation. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we  seem 
to  have  some  confusion.  We're  going  to 
ask  two  questions.  One  is  do  any  of  the 
committees  have  legislation  that  have 
new  money  that  has  not  already  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  GCFA?  Any  of  the 
chairs  have  request  for  new  money? 
We're  getting  a  no.  They're  all  saying 
no.  Then  in  that  case  then,  Mr.  Evans,  if 
it's  alright  with  the  body,  I'm  going  to 
move  back  to  the  general  reporting  of 
the  committees,  and  move  away  from 
this,  because  there  seems  to  be  a  lot  of 
questions  surrounding  it,  we  might 
have  to  rehandle  it,  if  we  go  ahead.  So, 
yes  pink  card.  All  right  Sandra  Lackore 
is  just  here.  Maybe  she  can  clarify  this 
matter  for  us.  I  have  a  speaker  now  on 
mike  1,  if  you  would  come  here. 

JULIUS  A.  ARCHIBALD,  Jr.  (Troy): 
And  this  is  more  of  a  request  for  clarifi- 
cation. Yesterday  afternoon  Calendar 
Item  336  was  lifted  because  it  had  finan- 
cial implications  and  referred  to 
GCF&A  by  this  body.  In  looking  report 
no.  17,  see  p.  2362  this  morning  in 
which  a  number  of  these  items  were 
identified  with  recommendations  from 
GCFA,  I  did  not  see  any  reference  to 
Calendar  Item  336. 1  just  want  to  be  sure 
that  it  doesn't  get  lost. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we'll 
make  sure  that  the  right  look  at  that  and 


make  sure  it's  available.  A  while  ago 
you  gave  permission  for  Sandra 
Lackore,  the  general  secretary  of  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis- 
tration to  speak,  and  I  think  that's  still 
in  order.  Mike  2.  Mike  2. 

General  Secretary  of  GCFA 
Clarifies  Process  for  Referrals 

SANDRA  LACKORE:  (General  Sec- 
retary G.C.F.A.)  Thank  you  Bishop,  I 
apologize  for  not  being  on  the  floor,  but 
I  fell  this  morning,  and  I've  been  trying 
to  keep  my  leg  from  swelling  so  that  I 
could  walk  up  this  afternoon.  But  in 
any  case.  Bishop,  we  had  requested  as 
Carolyn  Marshall  indicated,  that  mat- 
ters with  financial  implications  be  be- 
fore you  so  that  we  could  deal  with 
them  at  noontime.  Our  understanding 
of  the  presentation  of  the  reports — and 
in  fact  with  when  we  present  our  re- 
ports, we've  come  into  consensus  with 
several  of  the  minority  reports  already 
and  we  will  be  presenting  those  minor- 
ity reports  as  part  of  our  report.  And  so 
I  think  what  you're  doing  is  duplicating 
what  will  happen  this  afternoon.  So,  all 
we  need  before  you  right  now  are 
things  that  we  would  have  to  deal  with 
at  noontime. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  In  other  words, 
new  money. 

LACKORE:  Just  new  money. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  OK,  then  we've 
asked  the  chairs  about  that.  They've 
said  that  there  are  no  new  money  re- 
quests. 

LACKORE:  Then  that's  fine,  then 
we'll  deal  with  everything  else  this  af- 
ternoon when  GCFA  brings  it  report. 
The  reports  of  the  legislative  committee 
and  then  the  reports,  any  minority  re- 
ports that  have  not  already  been  incor- 
porated into  our  recommendations  to 
the  General  Conference. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  think  there  was  a 
misunderstanding,  Mr.  Evans,  Cashar 
Evans  thought  you  wanted  that  done 
before  lunch. 

LACORE:  I'm  sorry  for  that,  if  there's 
been  any  confusion  Bishop.  But  we'll 
hold  steady  as  Bishop  Solomon  told  us, 
and  we'll  get  it  done. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you  very 
much,  green  card  on  my  left.  Mike  2. 
Alert  the  legislative  committee  chairs  to 
be  ready  to  continue  on  the  non-finan- 
cial implication  information  as  we  pre- 
viously planned.  Yes. 

CAROLYN  BRISCOE  (South 
Carolina):Thank  you  Bishop  Fannin, 


I'm  sure  that  Ms.  Wilson  was  right,  but 
in  the  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Committee  we  had  a  resolution  regard- 
ing Africa  University,  is  that  consid- 
ered an  increase  or  is  that  considered 
new  money  because  the  resolution  we 
passed  was  for  an  increase  to  20  million 
dollars  rather  than  the  10. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  OK,  that's  in  the 
hands  of  GCFA.  We're  OK. 

BRISCOE:  Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  now  we 
are  ready  to  continue  with  the  reports. 
We  apologize  for  this,  it  seems  to  be 
miscommunication.  We  call  upon  Gen- 
eral and  Judicial  Administration,  Chris 
Harman. 

CHRISTINE  HARMAN  (Kentucky): 
Thank  you  Bishop  Fannin,  this  morn- 
ing we  will  be  presenting  3  items  at  this 
time.  And  leading  us  through  that  pro- 
cess will  be  Kathi  Austin  Mahle,  chair 
of  one  of  our  sub-committees.  Kathi? 

Petition  to  Add  to  Constitution 

Article  Four  Because  of  judicial  Council 

Ruling  on  Baptism 

KATHI  AUSTIN  MAHLE  (Minne- 
sota): Bishop  Fannin,  I  would  like  to  re- 
fer you  to  p.  2158,  item  no.  1380.  This  is 
Petition  30313.  It's  found  on  p.  705  of 
the  Advance  DCA.  Bishop  this  is  a  con- 
stitutional amendment  to  Article  4  of 
the  Constitution,  which  is  presented  in 
order  to  have  Tfie  Discipline  reflect  the 
action  taken  by  the  1996  General  Con- 
ference with  regards  to  the  document 
"By  Water  and  the  Spirit."  After  8  years 
of  study  and  revision,  "By  Water  and 
the  Spirit"  was  passed  nearly  unani- 
mously by  the  1 996  General  Conference 
as  the  official  interpretive  document  for 
the  church.  Legislation  was  passed  by 
the  1996  General  Conference  enacting 
the  theological  understandings  of  this 
docyment  and  placed  in  the  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline. In  October  of  1997,  the  Judicial 
Council  ruled  that  this  legislation  was 
in  violation  of  paragraph  4  of  the  Con- 
stitution. This  was  decision  no.  811. 
This  ruling  came  as  a  surprise  to  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  because 
the  intention  of  paragraph  4  is  to  stipu- 
late who  can  be  a  member  not  how 
membership  is  defined.  The  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  is  now  proposing 
this  amendment  to  paragraph  4  in  or- 
der for  new  legislation  to  be  brought  to 
the  2004  General  Conference.  Baptism 
is  the  sacrament  through  which  God  in- 
corporates and  initiates  all  piersons  into 
the  church.  All  persons  no  matter  at 
what  age  they  are  baptized  must  ulti- 
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mately  profess  their  faith  in  Christ.  If 
one  is  baptized  as  an  infant,  one  is  nur- 
tured and  formed  in  a  local  church  and 
empowered  to  profess  the  Christian 
faith  when  one  reaches  an  age  of  moral 
accountability.  When  confirmation  oc- 
curs, a  person  professes  faith  and  be- 
comes a  professing  member.  Only 
professing  members  are  to  be  counted 
for  the  purpose  of  church  statistics.  At 
this  point  1  would  move  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  allow  Gail  Felton,  author  of  "By 
Waterand  the  Spirit"  to  be  able  to  speak 
to  any  questions  that  may  arise  from  the 
discussion. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Do  I  hear  a  sec- 
ond? All  right,  it  is  before  us  to  set  aside 
the  rules  so  that  the  author  might 
sp>eak.  If  you  approve  press  1,  if  you  do 
not  2  when  the  light  appears.  You  sup- 
port by  lYes,  734;  No.  99]. 

MAHLE;  She  will  be  available  to  an- 
swer any  questions,  the  motion  is  be- 
fore you. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Does  she  want  to 
speak. 

MAHLE:  She  can  answer  questions. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  She  can  answer 
any  questions,  cause  that's  what  we 
gave  her  approval  for,  for  the  author  to 
answer  questions.  All  right  it  is  before 
us,  pink  card  on  my  right,  mike  5.  That's 
you,  yes  sir.  Mike  5. 

Meaning  of  "Membership"  Debated 

MAXIE  DUNNAM  (Kentucky):  Our 
church,  the  entire  United  Methodist 
church,  and  our  General  Conference 
had  an  enriching  experience  perfecting 
and  studying  the  baptismal  paper  "By 
Water  and  the  Spirit."  That  study  was 
responsible  in  keeping  the  vital  balance 
of  the  sacramental  and  evangelical  tra- 
ditions of  our  Methodist  movement. 
We  made  it  clear  that  baptism  did  not 
guarantee  salvation.  Baptism  is  a 
means  of  grace,  but  in  our  unique  Meth- 
odist understanding  prevenient  grace.  I 
speak  against  changing  the  present 
constitutional  position.  Our  present  po- 
sition makes  it  clear  that  we're  justified 
by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  on  the  pub- 
lic profession  of  our  faith  we  become 
full  members  of  the  church.  This  has 
been  a  part  of  the  tradition  in  the  Meth- 
odist movement  in  America  from  the 
beginning,  which  has  been  an  evangeli- 
cal movement  In  infant  baptism  we  ini- 
tiate the  child  into  the  family  of  the 
Christian  faith  and  he  or  she  becomes  as 
in  previous  language  a  preparatory 
member.  One  of  the  great  problems  in 
the  church  is  that  we  don't  make  church 


membership  distinctive  enough.  There 
is  not  enough  discipline.  This  constitu- 
tional change  further  erodes  the  mean- 
ing of  church  membership  and 
weakens  the  vitality  of  United  Method- 
ist congregations.  I  speak  against 
change  in  the  constitution. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Thafs 
one  against.  All  right  let's  turn  to  this 
side,  the  green  card  on  my  left,  mike  4. 
Green  card. 

THOMAS  A.  (ANDY)  LANGFORD, 
III  (Western  North  Carolina):  Bishop  I 
speak  in  favor  of  the  constitutional 
amendment.  This  amendment  is  con- 
sistent with  our  Wesleyan  and  evangel- 
ical and  catholic  theology.  The 
committee  that  studied  and  worked  on 
this  studied  this  exceptionally  well.  My 
father,  now  deceased,  was  a  member  of 
that,  a  Wesleyan  theological  systematic 
theologian.  This  statement  is  consistent 
with  who  we  have  always  been.  I  en- 
courage delegates  to  read  John  Wes- 
ley's sermon  on  baptism,  which  would 
reconfirm  what  this  committee  is  do- 
ing. I  urge  your  approval,  your  accejj- 
tance  of  the  constitutional  amendment. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Now 
that  is  1  for  and  1  against,  the  pink  card 
here.  No,  I  recognize  the  gentleman 
there.  Mike  5. 

JOE  P.  PEABODY  (North  Georgia): 
It's  difficult  for  me  to  understand  why 
it  is  valuable  for  us  to  use  the  term  mem- 
ber in  two  contradictory  ways.  What 
we're  asked  for  in  this  legislation  is  the 
opportunity  to  call  baptized  persons 
"baptized  members,"  which  in  the  par- 
lance of  everyday,  plain  language 
means  . . .  "members."  Whereas  a  term 
like,  preparatory  members  indicates 
that  there  is  some  sense  in  which  it  is 
necessary  for  that  membership  to  be 
completed  as  we  do  in  our  professing 
situation. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  need  to  sum 
up. 

PEABODY:  I  would  encourage  this 
General  Conference  to  give  the  mes- 
sage back  home  to  our  folks,  that  a 
member  of  the  church  is  that  somebody 
who  has  professed  his  or  her  faith  in  Je- 
sus Christ,  although  we  welcome  and 
we  lay  claim  to  those  babies  whom  we 
baptize,  but  not  confuse  everybody  by 
using  the  same  term. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we've 
had  two  against  the  committee,  one  for. 
Do  we  have  a  one  for?  I  have  not  recog- 
nized ...  in  the  back?  That's — yes,  sir. 


Microphone — 6  or  8?  Six.  Mike  6.  No,  1 
think,  the  gentleman  in  the  coat. 

DUANE  V.  SARA2yN  (Minnesota): 
Thank  you.  Bishop  Fannin.  I  rise  to 
speak  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
When  we  bring  a  child  home  from  the 
hospital  or  from  the  place  where  we  re- 
ceive a  child  for  adoption  into  our  fami- 
lies, we  do  not  leave  them  out  in  the 
yard  or  in  the  garage,  we  bring  them 
into  our  household.  We  introduce  them 
as  members  of  the  family.  And  by  the 
same  token,  in  keeping  with  our  Wes- 
leyan theology,  our  Christian  heritage, 
we  need  to  acknowledge  that  baptized 
people  are  fully  members  of  the  fam- 
ily— just  in  a  different  way.  And  as  they 
grow  in  God's  grace,  regardless  of  their 
age  at  Baptism,  that  one  day  they  shall 
be  led  to  profess  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 
and  Lord .  I  speak  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. Thank  you. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  that 
completes  your  process  of  two  for  and 
two  against.  I  could — you  have  a  ques- 
tion? Mike  5.  Mike  5.  Question? 

EXDN  MESSER  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Bishop,  can  we  address  a  question  to 
Dr.  Felton? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Could  you  iden- 
tify yourself? 

MESSER:  Don  Messer,  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Conference.  Can  we  ask  E)r.  Felton 
a  question? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Doctor,  we're  go- 
ing to  give  the  chair  an  opportunity  and 
the  summation  to  allow  Dr.  Felton  to 
sf>eak,  if  they  so  choose.  And  then  I 
would  have  to  test  the  body  for  ques- 
tions, this  has  not  been  part  of  our  pro- 
cedure. Do  you  want  Dr.  Felton  to  make 
the  summation,  or  you? 

MAHLE:  There  have  been  several 
questions  raised  in  the  course  of  our 
discussion,  and  as  part  of  the  sununa- 
tion,  I  would  invite  Dr.  Felton  to  re- 
spond to  those  questions.  We  support 
bringing  the  Discipline  and  Coi«titu- 
tion  in  line  wth  action  that  we've  al- 
ready taken  in  terms  of  ritual  and 
theology. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we  have 
set  aside  the  rules.  Dr.  Felton?  Wel- 
come. 

By  Water  and  Spirit  Author 
Addresses  Baptism  Questions 

G  AYLE  FELTON:  I  agree  with  almost 
everything  that  has  been  said  about  our 
theology  and  practice  of  Baptism.  And  I 
really  feel  that  we  are  dealing  with 
some  misunderstandings.  The  present 
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situation  that  we  are  in  is  quite  a  con- 
fusing— and,  I  would  argue,  untena- 
ble— one  for  the  church.  We  have  a 
baptismal  ritual  and  an  official  inter- 
pretive document.  By  Water  and  the 
Spirit,  that  talk  about  baptism  in  one 
way,  and  we  have  a  Discipline  that  talks 
about  Baptism  in  another  way.  They 
use  different  categories.  And  this  can- 
not allow  us  to  effectively  teach  what  it 
means  to  be  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  When  a  person  is  baptized,  that 
person  is  initiated  . . .  incorporated;  this 
is  the  classic  meaning  of  Baptism 
within  Christianity.  It  is  initiation  into 
the  church.  But  certainly,  as  this 
amendment  makes  abundantly  clear,  in 
our  practice,  baptized  members  are 
only  beginning  the  process  of  growth 
toward  salvation  that  Wesley  called  re- 
generation, justification,  and 
santification. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  need  to  sum 
up.  Doctor,  thank  you. 

FELTON:  Yes.  They  are  to  be  nur- 
tured in  home  and  in  church,  so  that  as 
soon  as  they  are  able  to  speak  v^ath 
moral  accountability  for  themselves  . . . 
Yes,  indeed,  they  must  confess  their 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  profess  that  be- 
fore the  church,  in  the  service  we  now 
call  confirmation.  Both  sides  of  the  heri- 
tage of  United  Methodism  are  balanced 
and  well  represented  here,  we  believe. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  does 
that  satisfy  everyone?  I  only  have  room 
for  questions  and  point  of  order.  Yes, 
pink  card  on  my  right  here,  mike  1 . 

GAIL  E.  MURPHY-GEISS  (Yellow- 
stone): Bishop,  may  I  offer  an  amend- 
ment? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Yes. 

MURPHY-GEISS:  I  would  move  to 
add  in  two  places,  after  the  list  of  race, 
color,  national  origin,  and  status,  the 
following:  "sex,  age,  disability."  If  I 
have  second  I'll  speak  to  it.  (It  is  sec- 
onded.) These  are  commitments  that  we 
already  have,  and  1  think  it  would  be 
important  for  them  to  be  in  this  founda- 
tional document,  our  Constitution. 
And  1  think  their  omission  here  is  quite 
glaring,  so  I  would  move  their  addition. 
Thanks. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  the 
amendment's  before  us  now.  Yellow 
card  in  the  back,  mike  5.  Yes,  we  had  a 
second,  I  heard  a  second.  Is  that  correct? 
Okay. 


Motion  Made  to  Divide  Into  Issues 
of  Inclusiveness  and  Vows  of  Membership 

MARK  C.  TROTTER  (California  Pa- 
cific): There  are  really  two  issues  in  this 
paragraph  because  of  what  the  Judicial 
Council  ruled  about  the  vows  of  mem- 
bership. There  is  the  issue  of  inclusive- 
ness in  the  church.  There  is  the  issue  of 
vows  for  membership.  I  wonder  if  it's 
possible  to  split  those  two  issues  in  this 
debate,  since  they  are  really,  at  this 
point,  not  related.  Would  that  be  in  or- 
der. Bishop? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  think  that  would 
be  up  to  the  house  to  do  that,  we're  now 
talking  about  the  amendment,  and  I — 

TROTTER:  Excuse  me.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Go  ahead. 

TROTTER:  The  amendment  refers  to 
that  part  of  the  paragraph  that  deals 
with  the  inclusiveness  in  the  church, 
who  may  be  in  the  church;  the  legisla- 
tive committee's  report  deals  with  how 
you  become  a  member  of  the  church. 
What  I  would  move  is  that  we  would 
split  the  two  issues  so  that  we  may  deal 
with  each  one  separately. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Well,  I  think 
that — what  is,  what  is  the  chair  . . .  ? 

MAHLE:  In  the  course  of  our  discus- 
sion in  the  legislative  committee,  we 
were  .  .  .  we  dealt  with  this  together. 
However,  we  do  realize  the  importance 
of  both  the  inclusion  issues  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  Baptism  issue.  Our  con- 
cern in  the  legislative  committee  was  to 
make  sure  that  the  Baptism  issue  was 
cared  for.  I  would  support  a  division. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  now  let 
me  .  .  .  the  maker  of  the  amendment, 
mike  1, 1  think,  the  person  who  made 
the  amendment — who  made  the 
amendment?  Would  you  be  will- 
ing— come  to  mike  1,  please.  You 
would  be  willing  to  accept  that?  So  you 
withdraw  your  amendment?  She  with- 
draws her  amendment,  okay.  She  is 
waving  her  hands  "no,"  and  I'm  taking 
it  one  way  ,and  . . . 

MURPHY-GEISS:  I'd  be  in  favor  of 
splitting  it,  if  the  house  so  desires. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Well,  thafs  my 
point. 

MURPHY-GEISS:  Yes. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  If  we  could  do 
away  wdth  your  amendment,  then  we 
can — 

MURPHY-GEISS:  Bring  it ...  ? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  —have  a  motion 
to  split. 


MURPHY-GEISS:  And  I'll  bring  it 
back  later.  After  you've  split. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Okay. 

MURPHY-GEISS:  Okay. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  AU  right.  Is  that 
okay  with  the  house?  Just  wait  a  while 
before  we  deal  with  that  part. 

All  right,  do  I  hear  a  motion  to  divide? 
That  was  all  we've  been  waiting  on.  A 
motion  to  divide?  Mark  Trotter,  back 
here  in  the  back,  did  you  make  that  mo- 
tion, Mark?.  He  is  indicating  he  made 
that  motion.  Is  there  a  second?  We  have 
a  second.  All  right,  please  vote  when 
the  light  appears  if  you  would  divide 
this  issue.  Vote  1  if  you  would  divide,  2 
if  you  would  not.  When  the  light  ap>- 
pears. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  you 
have  decided  to  divide,  [Yes,  616;  No, 
266].  Now  what  is  before  us? 

Issue  of  Baptism  and  Professing  Members 
Debated 

MAHLE:  I  believe  that  what  is  before 
us  is  the  sentences  that  have  to  do  with 
baptism  and  professing  members. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  AU  right,  baptism 
and  professing  members.  That  issue  is 
before  us.  Now  we've  had  two  for  and 
two  against  on  the  whole  issue.  I  think 
we're  ready  to  vote  unless  there's  a 
question. 

MAHLE:  And  I  would  urge  your  sup- 
port of  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  it  there  a 
point  of  order  or  question?  All  right, 
way  in  the  back. 

WILLIAM  B.  MORGAN  (North  Ala- 
bama): Would  it  be  in  order  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  main  amendment? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We're  indicating 
here  that  we're  already  in  the  voting 
process.  The  summation  has  been  made 
and  that  would  be  out  of  order. 

MORGAN:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Point  of  order  or 
question.  Green  card  on  my  left.  I  think 
the  gentleman  in  the  dark  coat.  Mike  4. 

SCOTT  J.  JONES  (North  Texas):  I 
have  a  question  for  the  committee  or 
Dr.  Felton.  What  is  the  status  of  a  per- 
son who  is  baptized  but  never  takes  the 
vows  to  become  a  professing  member? 
Do  they  remain  a  member  of  the  church 
in  perpetuity? 

FELTON:  They  would  remain  a  ba{>- 
tized  member  of  the  church.  Because 
baptism,  in  our  understanding,  is  a  sac- 
rament and  a  sacrament  is  an  act  of 
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God.  In  baptism  of  a  pnerson  of  any  age, 
God  claims  that  person  as  one's  own. 
God's  grace  has  to  be  accepted  by  that 
person  when  he  or  she  is  of  an  age  f  o  be 
able  to  do  so.  But  that  does  not  render 
the  fact  of  God's  claim,  God's  gift  of 
grace,  that  came  in  the  original  baptism. 
So,  yes,  the  person  would  remain  a  baf>- 
tized  member  of  the  church.  We  do  not 
claim  that  we  can  undo  what  God  has 
done. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  1  think 
we're  ready  to  vote.  If  there's  a  point  of 
order.  That's  all  I  can  take  now  is  a  point 
of  order.  Is  that  a  p>oint  of  order?  Pink 
card  here,  Mike  4. 

MAC  BRANTLEY  (North  Georgia): 
The  point  of  order  is  exactly  what  are 
we  voting  on?  What  sentences  are  we 
voting  on? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  AU  right,  I  think 
that's  in  order.  I  allowed  that  moment 
awhile  ago.  That  was  really  further  de- 
bate and  I  apologize,  but  trying  to  make 
it  clear  for  the  body.  If  the  chair  would 
tell  us  exactly  the  sentences,  the  part 
we're  voting  on. 

MAHLE:  Bishop,  1  understand  that 
what  we  are  voting  on  are  the  words 
that  are  before  us  in  the  amendment. 
However,  part  of  this  amendment,  part 
of  Article  4,  includes  words  around  "in- 
clusion" and  "exclusion"  and  my  un- 
derstanding of  the  Trotter  motion  to 
divide  was  that  those  issues  around 
"inclusion"  and  "exclusion"  would  be 
debated  following  this  vote. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  hate  to  drag  this 
out  but  I  think  what  they  hear  is  down 
to  a  certain  sentence.  Is  that  what  you're 
asking  for?  And  then  where  we  made 
the  division. 

MAHLE:  What  we'll  be  voting  on  is 
the  words  that  would  be  included  "all 
persons  shall  be  eligible  to  attend"  and 
following  down  to  the  word  "connec- 
tion." 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right. 

MAHLE:  Do  you  want  me  to  read  the 
whole  thing? 

Conference  Votes  to  Amend 
Constitution  Article  4 

BISHOP  F/VNNIN:  No  1  don't  think 
we  need  to  hear  the  whole  matter.  All 
right,  it's  properly  before  us.  We  fol- 
lowed our  procedures.  Only  point  of 
order.  Are  the  yellow  cards  in  the  back  a 
point  of  order?  No  more  questions  at 
this  point  Only  point  of  order.  Thank 
you.  We're  ready  to  vote.  Recommen- 
dation from  ...  we  have  divided  the  is- 


sue and  the  recommendation  on  the 
part  mentioned  by  the  chair  that  you 
have  concurrence  with  that.  You're  rec- 
ommending concurrence  with  an  inclu- 
sion of  the  new  wording.  All  right,  if 
you  . . .  this  is  a  constitutional  matter.  It 
will  take  two  thirds  vote.  If  you're 
ready  to  vote.  When  the  light  appears,  if 
you  concur  with  the  committee  1,  if  you 
do  not  2.  All  right  you've  concurred 
with  the  committee  with  a  vote  of  lYes, 
675;  No.  2481. 

MAHLE:  I  believe  we  need  now  to 
deal  with  the  other  part  of  this. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  The  amendment 
is  before  us.  All  right.  Would  the  maker 
of  the  amendment  ref>eat  the  three 
words.  They're  just  advising  me  that 
we  need  a  little  clarity  on  that.  Mike  1. 

MURPHY-GEISS  (Yellowstone):  To 
add  the  phrase  in  two  places,  the  phrase 
is  "sex,  age,  disability"  after  the  word 
"status"  in  sentences  1  and  2.  The  first 
sentence  and  the  last  sentence  of  para- 
graph 4. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Do  I 
hear  a  second — oh  we  had  second  to 
that  already,  so  we're  okay.  Now  the 
amendment  is  before  us.  We've  di- 
vided the  issue  and  we're  dealing  with 
the  other  part  of  the  issue.  Yes,  right 
here,  pink  card,  mike  2. 

Motion  to  Substitute  "All  Persons" 
for  Membership  Eligibilihf  List 

SHAWN  HARTMAN  (Central  Penn- 
sylvania): I  apologize,  but  I'd  like  to  of- 
fer a  substitute  amendment,  please. 
With  the  listing  of  categories,  I'd  like  to 
strike  all  the  listing  of  categories  so  it 
would  just  read  "all  persons."  If  I  have  a 
second  I'd  like  to  sjseak  to  it. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  AU  right,  you 
have  a  second. 

HARTMAN:  I  believe  that  this  word- 
ing is  not  inclusive  of  all  persons  and 
that  if  we  simply  say  "all  persons"  we 
mean  "all  persons."  Tliis  list  is  not  con- 
clusive and  not  extensive  enough  to 
cover  what  it  is  we're  trying  to  say.  This 
substitute  will  allow  us  to  affirm  what 
we  have  decided,  saying  "all  persons" 
are  eligible. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Okay,  thank  you. 
All  right,  the  substitute  is  before  us  to 
remove  the  listing.  Green  card  on  my 
left,  mike  4.  Mike  4. 

EDWARD  A.  KAIL  (Iowa):  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  I  speak  against  the  amend- 
ment to  replace  the  list  with  a  term 
"persons." 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  The  substitute. 


KAIL:  The  substitute. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right. 

KAIL:  This  was  an  action  that  we  took 
at  one  point  last  time  in  Denver.  It  was 
just  a  week  later  that  I  was  reading 
some  of  the  primary  sources  printed  by 
a  group  called  The  Phineas  Priesthood. 
This  is  a  branch  of  extremist  racist  hate 
group*  whose  sole  purpose  is  to  kill, 
murder  interracial  couples.  Their  basis 
for  doing  that  is  to  define  all  people  of 
color  as  something  other  than  persons. 
Usually  I  would  agree  with  the  logic  of 
this  move  as  being  more  inclusive. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  need  to  sum 
up. 

KAIL:  However,  I  find  there  are  some 
pwrsons  in  this  world  who  would  take 
this  laundry  list  as  precisely  those  who 
are  not  f)ersons  and  who  do  not  deserve 
to  live.  I  would  rather  have  them 
named  as  included  rather  than  be  sum- 
marily dismissed. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  that's  a 
statement  against  the  substitute.  All  the 
way  in  the  back,  the  yellow  card  all  the 
way  in  the  back,  mike  8.  We  have  1  for 
and  1  against,  now. 

ULISES  TORRES  (New  England): 
Bishop,  thank  you  for  recognizing  me.  I 
have  a  question.  What  does  it  mean 
"without  regard,"  etc.  Could  some- 
body answer  that? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  turn  to 
the  chair. 

MAHLE:  I  think  the  words  "without 
regard"  refer  to  any  of  these  historic 
categories  of  exclusion.  So  when  we  af- 
firmed this  as  a  committee  we  wanted 
to  continue  to  affirm  what  our  church 
has  stated  in  the  piast  in  terms  of  includ- 
ing p>eople. 

"Without  Regard" 
Becomes  Painful  Language 

TORRES:  In  that  case,  may  I  offer  a 
friendly  amendment  to  the  amendment 
that  was  a  substitute  amendment  that 
was  made  recently.  Because  I  feel  that  if 
somebody  says  without  regard,  that 
means  that  my  race,  my  gender  some- 
how is  lesser  than  what  may  be  called 
proper.  And  I'd  like  to  offer  this  amend- 
ment. 'Therefore  all  persons  from  all 
races,  color,  national  origin,  status  etc." 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That  was,  that 
was,  when  we  made  the  division,  that 
was  in  the  first  part.  Am  I  correct?  That 
was  in  the  first  part,  so  that  is  not  profv 
erly  before  us.  You  could  make  a  mo- 
tion of  reconsideration  later.  We  are  in 
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the  middle  of  this  substitute  at  this  mo- 
ment. 

TORRES:  If  you  allow  me  to  do  this 
Bishop  later,  I'd  like  to  be  recognized. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
recognize  you.  I  can't  promise  you  of 
course,  but  I  hope  to.  All  right,  now  we 
have  1  for  and  1  against.  I  believe  this 
gentlemen  right  here,  pink,  mike  2.  This 
is  on  the  substitute. 

Question  Whether  Addition  of  "Sex"  to 
List  Permits  Ordination 
of  Homosexual  Persons 

JOEL  S.  GARRET  (Western  Pennsyl- 
vania): I  need  to  ask  a  question,  and  de- 
pending on  your  answer,  may  request  a 
further  division  of  this  question.  In  the 
last  part  of  this  amendment  here  "in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  no  con- 
ference or  other  organizational  unit  of 
the  church  shall  be  structured  so  as  to 
exclude  any  member  or  any  constituent 
body  of  the  church  because  of  race, 
color  national  origin,  status,"  the  lan- 
guage that  has  been  inserted  there.  My 
question  is  when  we  talk  about  an  an- 
nual conference,  an  organizational  unit 
of  the  church,  are  we  talking  about  Or- 
der of  Elder,  Order  of  Deacon,  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  any  type  of  com- 
mittee in  the  church.  My  concern  is  if 
we  approve  the  amendment  with  the 
inclusion  of  these  does  that  then  nullify 
what  we  did  yesterday  in  terms  of  the 
homosexual  issue  and  by  approving 
this  constitutional  amendment,  the  ac- 
tion of  this  body  yesterday  in  regards  to 
sexual  orientation,  does  that  then  make 
that  action  that  we  made  yesterday  un- 
constitutional? 

MAHLE:  I'm  not  a  bishop  of  the 
church.  I  would  think  that  if  we  took 
this  action  and  if  it  became  part  of  the 
Constitution  that  might  be  the  case. 

GARRET:  I  would  like  to  request  then 
that 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  would  think 
that,  I  would  just  add  to  that,  that  it 
does  not  say  sexual  orientation,  I  did 
not  believe. 

GARRET:  I  thought  that  she  said,  age, 
disability,  and  sexual  orientation. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  No,  sex. 

GARRET:  OK  thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Am  I  correct. 

MAHLE:  However,  I  believe  the  sub- 
stitute motion  was  to  change  to  remove 
the  list  from  both  places  and  to  not  have 
any  kind  of  listing. 


BISHOP  FANNIN:  That's  correct, 
thaf  s  correct.  The  substitute  is  before 
us. 

MAHLE:  ..so  that  if  . . .  that  becomes  a 
problem. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  OK  mike  2. 

GARRET:  In  light  of  the  substitute  I 
would  request  that  we  divide  the  ques- 
tion for  that  reason. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  And  where 
would  you  like  to  divide. 

GARRET:  That  we  divide  the  ques- 
tion where  we  vote  on  the  substitute  on 
the  first  part  in  terms  of  all  persons 
without  regard  to  race,  color,  national 
origin,  status,  age,  disability  or  sex,  eco- 
nomic condition,  that  that  be  ,  that  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  be 
voted  on,  on  that  part  and  then  we  vote 
on  it  separately  on  the  second  part. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  are  saying 
you  are  willing  to  remove  that  list.  The 
substitute  said  remove  all  the  list. 

GARRET:  That's  right,  he's  asking 
that  we  vote  on  just  all  persons.  That  all 
persons,  that  would  be  inclusive  of  ev- 
erybody. Because  of  the  impact  that 
that  amendment  to  the  amendment 
might  have,  on  the  second  part  of  this 
concerning  the  organization  of  our  con- 
ferences and  our  church  structure  that 
we  vote  on  that  separately. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  think  that's  in 
the  first  part.  Let  me  check.  I  was  cor- 
rect, that  is  in  the  first  part  that  you  are 
talking  about.  We  already  clarified  that 
and  voted  on  it.  What  we  have  now  is 
the  amendment  that  is  included,  3  sta- 
tuses or  whatever,  sex,  age,  and  disabil- 
ity. That's  what  we're  talking  about. 
The  substitute  would  say  persons  there, 
rather  than  those,  all  persons,  other 
than  the  three  listed.  That's  where  we 
are.  AH  of  this  we  have  been  talking 
about  here  is  been  reconsideration.  We 
split  the  issue  down  to  a  certain  point 
and  what  you're  speaking  of  is  in  what 
we  have  already  voted  on.  We're  voting 
on  the  "all  persons"  in  the  second  part. 
That's  what  the  substitute  does.  All 
right,  right  here,  pink  card,  right  here, 
yes.  Mike  1 .  Is  that  clear  to  the  body. 
That's  great.  I've  already  recognized.  A 
point  of  order.  Mike  4,  excuse  me,  just  a 
second  please.  We  divided  the  ques- 
tion, you  must  know  exactly  where  we 
made  the  division,  we  clarified  that  and 
voted,  now  the  second  part  is  before  us, 
yes. 

RANDALL  FLANAGAN  (West  Vir- 
ginia): Bishop,  I  would  ask  that  you 
would  rule  the  substitute  out  of  order 


because  it  was  intended  to  be  in  a  part 
that  has  already  been  approved  by  this 
body  and  the  wording  of  all  persons 
makes  no  sense  if  you  look  at  the  sen- 
tence. I  would  ask  that  you  rule  the  sub- 
stitute out  of  order. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Certainly  it  is  out 
of  order  if  it  is  referring  to  the  first  part. 
It  is  not  out  of  order  if  it  is  referring  to 
the  second  part.  Maker  of  the  motion, 
what  were  you  referring  to.  Make  the 
substitute.  Yes,  what  you  have  to  do  is 
clarify  for  us  by  putting  a  period  in  and 
restating,  you  know,  to  make  it  sound 
correct.  i 

SHAWN  HARTMAN:  My  under-  1 
standing  was  what  we  were  doing  was 
considering  actually,  the  second  sen- 
tence of  the  amendment  that  says  "all 
persons"  and  that  list,  right  there,  strik- 
ing that  list,  not  the  latter  list  that  is 
listed  at  the  bottom. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  We've 
already  voted  on  that  first  list  you're  re- 
ferring to. 

HARTMAN:  No,  I  though  we  sepa- 
rated out  those  two  lists.  That  was  my 
understanding  as  we  separate  out  the 
lists  to  consider  those  separately. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We  separated  it 
out  to  a  particular  point,  which  went 
down  to  connect  it,  I  think. 

MAHLE:  Bishop,  if  I  could  read  what 
we  just  approved,  I  think  this  would 
help  us. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  were  very 
clear,  yes. 

MAHLE:  We  approved:  "all  persons 
shall  be  eligible  to  attend  its  worship 
services,  participate  in  its  programs,  re- 
ceive the  sacraments.  Upon  Baptism,  be 
admitted  as  baptized  members  and 
upon  taking  vows,  declaring  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  become  professing  members 
in  any  local  church  in  the  connection." 
We  did  not  take  action  on  the  first  list 
nor  the  second  list. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  the  piece 
out  of  the  middle,  you're  saying? 

MAHLE:  Right.  Beginning  with  the 
words,  "without  regard  to,"  we  did  not 
vote  on. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Well, 
that  really  splits  it.  You  have  the  first 
part  then,  is  what  they're  saying,  and 
then  we  took  a  section  out,  and  then  we 
have  the  second  part.  All  right.  The  sub- 
stitute then,  is  in  order.  That's  the  un- 
derstanding of  what  the  committee 
presented  in  the  first  motion.  Mike  2. 
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HARTMAN:  With  the  concerns 
raised,  I  will  accept  as  a  friendly  to  re- 
move the  first  list  and  leave  in  the  sec- 
ond list. 

BISHOPFANNlNiTheamendedlist? 

HARTMAN:  Correct. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  he's  ac- 
cepted to  remove  and  add  "all  per- 
sons"— is  that  correct?  — in  the  first  list 
and  keep  the  second  list  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

MAHLE:  I  believe,  if  I  could,  I'm  go- 
ing to  say  "no"  to  what  he  wants  to  do, 
but  if  I  could  just  clarify  what  he  wants 
to  do.  He  really  needs  to  move  to  delete 
the  words  "without." 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That's  correct,  de- 
lete. Right,  correct.  All  right,  now, 
we're  not  going  to,  you  know,  we  need 
to  vote  on  this  matter.  We've  got  to  go 
back  to  mike  1 .  But  I  just  want  to  make  it 
clear  that  what  the  substitute  has  ac- 
cepted, now,  it  really  isn't  your  privi- 
lege to  change  that  first  substitute 
motion.  That  belongs  to  the  house  once 
we  start.  So  you  have  basically  said 
both  lists  would  indicate  "all  f)ersons" 
rather  than  any  listing.  All  right.  Now 
that's  where  we  are  and  that's  the  first 
substitute,  that  is  in  order  according  to 
the  chair  of  the  committee  and  1  believe 
it  is  in  order.  Mike  1.  We're  now  talking 
about  the  substitute. 

BYRD  L.  BONNER  (Southwest 
Texas):  Thank  you.  Bishop.  I  chaired 
the  subcommittee  on  constitution,  and 
we  spent  a  good  bit  of  time  in  legislative 
committee  on  this  sp>ecific  issue.  Not 
only  in  the  constitution  subcommittee 
but  in  the  legislative  committee  on  the 
whole.  Shawn,  I  appreciate  the  spirit  of 
your  substitute.  And  there  are  many  in 
our  legislative  committee  who  appreci- 
ated that  spirit.  If  only  we  were  to  the 
place  where  we  could  not  have  a  list.  I 
think  it's  important,  especially  in  our 
Constitution,  for  us  to  acknowledge, 
and  to  realize  that  we  have  not  behaved 
ourselves  in  a  way,  or  lived  out  the  Gos- 
pel, in  such  a  way  as  to  allow  us  to  be  at 
the  place  where  we  can  do  away  with 
the  lists  and  just  say,  "all  persons."  The 
lists  are  necessary;  especially  in  the  sec- 
ond, in  the  last  sentence,  are  necessary 
for  legal  reasons  that  have  come  before 
the  Judicial  Council  and  before  our 
church  . . . 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Sum  up. 

BONNER:  .  .  that  speak  to  the  way 
that  we  structure  ourselves.  Again,  I 
think  its  important  for  us  to  search  all 
that  we've  been  about  here,  these  two 


weeks,  and  for  us  to  understand  and  to 
acknowledge  that  we  are  not  to  that 
point  and  that  our  Constitution,  above 
all,  must  overtly  state  that  we  will  not 
exclude  these  persons.  So  I  speak 
against  the  substitute. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we  have 
one  for  and  one  against. 

UNIDENTIHED  SPEAKER:  Point  of 
order! 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Point  of  order.  1 
for,  2  against,  they've  informed  me. 
Mike  4,  point  of  order. 

CARNHART:  Bishop,  I  do  believe 
that  there  was  someone  who  had  the 
floor  previously  who  was  ruled  out  of 
order  but  with  the  corrected  under- 
standing, 1  believe  that  that  person  was 
in  order  and  it  was  one  of  those  persons 
who  is  directly  affected  by  these  catego- 
ries. And  I  would  wish  to  have  that  per- 
son honored.  Unfortunately,  I  do  not 
remember  his  name  but  he  will. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  remember. 
Thank  you.  He's  standing  there  now. 
Could  you  come  to  mike  8.  Thank  you 
for  that  important  remembrance. 

ULISES  TORRES  (New  England): 
Thank  you.  Bishop.  My  profound  con- 
cern with  the  word  "without  regard"  is 
that  we  will  continue  to  perpetrate  the 
notion  that  people  from  other  races, 
cultures,  colors,  etc.,  are  lesser  than 
what  we  may  consider  the  norm.  And  I 
feel  left  out  with  this  kind  of  language.  I 
do  not  have  at  this  moment,  because  of 
the  action  taken,  an  appropriate  way  to 
say  how  to  include  it.  But  we  continue 
to  do  the  same  thing.  Darker  races  are 
lessor.  That's  ...  we  need  to  say,  with- 
out regard.  It's  a  very  paternalistic  way 
of  looking  at  all  persons. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Now,  are  you  say- 
ing that  you're  in  favor  of  the  substi- 
tute? To  list  all,  to  say  "all  persons" 
rather  than  the  list? 

TORRES:  I  am  in  favor  of  doing  some- 
thing more  positive.  There  are  no  basis 
for  sameness  in  the  whole  of  creation 
and  I  would  Uke  to  say,  "All  persons 
from  all  races,  colors,  national  origin, 
etc,"  because  we  need  all  of  us. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Thank 
you.  I'm  going  to  recognize  that  as  a 
courtesy  from  the  chair,  cause  we  had 
asked  him  to  be  seated.  1  have  room  for 
one  more  for  the  substitute.  Back  in  the 
back,  orange  card.  No.  At  mike  7.  We 
have  someone  coming  to  mike  7. 

MARK  FENSTERMACHER  (North 
Indiana):  Let  our  yes  be  yes.  Let  our  no 
be  no.  "All  persons"  should  mean  all 


p>ersons  list  that  we  can  de- 

vise that  \  .  -ave  out  some  group 

or  persons.  r\i\a  so  I  speak  on  behalf  of 
the  amendment . . .  substitute. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Ready  to  vote? 
Yes.  I  think  we're  ready  to  vote  and  this 
is  a  point  of  order  question.  All  right, 
point  of  order,  pink  card  here,  mike  4. 

JOY  J.  MOORE  (West  Michigan):  I'm 
going  to  need  some  help  here, 
Bishop — but  I  think  I  heard  the  cour- 
tesy that  you  were  just  lending  saying 
that  he  needed  a  way  to  offer  the  words 
to  get  what  he  was  trying  to  get  at.  I 
don't  know  if  you  can  ...  I  don't  think 
we  can  add  another  substitute.  So  what 
I  want  to  do  is  offer  those  words.  It  is 
support  ...  I  think  it  would  be  support 
of  the  amendment,  but  it  would  be  an- 
other sentence  that  would  allow  the  list 
to  be  there  clearly  and  answer  what  his 
concern  is.  I  don't  know  if  I  need  to  ask 
for  an  extension  of  the  rules  to  be  able  to 
read  this,  but  I  think  that  this  would  an- 
swer what  his  concern  is. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  We  are 
in  agreement  up  here  that  what  you 
would  do,  you  would  want  to  p>erfect 
the  amendment,  if  that's  the  case,  when 
we  finish  with  the  substitute,  but  the 
substitute  could  become  the  amend- 
ment. So  I  need  you  to  keep  that  in 
mind,  but  we  must  deal  with  the  substi- 
tute. If  you  are  ready  to  vote,  if  you 
would  stay  near  mike  4  if  that  happens, 
and  is  that  a  p)oint  of  order  in  the  back? 
All  right.  Mike  8,  and  we  need  to  move 
ahead.  We  knew  that  this  would  be  an 
extended  discussion.  This  is  very  im- 
portant. Mike  8. 

DANIEL  IVEY-SOTO  (New  Mexico): 
I  don't  want  to  belabor  this  or  extend 
this  much  more,  but  I'm  a  little  con- 
fused and  I  need  a  little  clarity  before 
we  vote.  As  the  substitute  currently 
stands,  are  we  voting  on  taking  out 
both  lists? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That  is  correct. 

IVEY-SOTO:  And  in  light  that  under- 
standing there  was  a  delegate  a  few 
minutes  ago  who  made  a  motion  to  di- 
vide the  question  between  the  first  list 
which  some  of  us  will  be  willing  to  sufv 
port,  and  the  second  list  which  seems  to 
be  dealt  with  yesterday.  And  because 
we  weren't  sure  which  list  we  were 
dealing  with,  that  delegate  was  told 
that  there  was  no  question  to  be  di- 
vided. It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a 
question  to  divide,  and  I  would  ask  the 
chair  before  we  vote  on  the  whole  thing 
if  first  we  could  put  the  question  on  di- 
vision before  the  first  list  and  the  sec- 
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ond  to  the  body.  Bf.M  u-if  1 1  iiink  there  is 
a  substantial  difk"  ncf  between  the 
impact  of  the  first  and  the  second. 

BISHOP  FANNIN;  And  I  appreciate 
what  you  are  saying.  However,  the 
maker  of  the  motion  to  divide  said  we 
would  divide  it  so  these  inclusive  is- 
sues might  be  separated  from  what 
we've  already  passed.  So  the  list  from 
the  very  beginning  . . .  We  excluded  . . . 
It  was  my  understanding  to  begin  that 
we  divided  it  in  the  middle,  but  how- 
ever, we  took  out  a  section  and  both 
lists  of  inclusiveness  were  left  in,  and 
very  clear,  in  the  motion  to  divide.  OK, 
if  one  more  point.  Mike  8,  and  then 
we'll  have  to  move  on. 

FENSTERMACHER:  And,  Bishop, 
excuse  me  but  there  was  a  second  per- 
son who  got  up  about  two  minutes  ago 
and  tried  to  make  another  motion  to  di- 
vide, and  that's  the  one  that  I  am 
referrring  to  divide  out  between  the 
first  and  the  second  list. 

Conference  Votes  to  Keep 

Lists  of  Membership  Eligibility 

in  Constitution 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  understand,  and 
I  appreciate  that.  The  point  I  am  trying 
to  make  .  .  .  You  need  to  vote  up  or 
down  the  substitute  and  then  we  can 
move  on  to  any  further  division  or 
working  to  perfect  the  amendment.  Is 
the  house  in  agreement?  All  right.  Let's 
vote.  That  would  be  the  substitute 
which  removes  listings  and  includes  all 
persons  in  both  of  the  areas  where  there 
is  a  list.  Is  that  correct?  All  right.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  1  if  you  agree 
with  the  substitute;  2  if  you  disagree. 
The  substitute  is  defeated,  f Yes,  358;  No, 
558].  Now  we're  back  on  the  amend- 
ment which  includes  "sex,  age,  and  dis- 
ability." Is  that  correct?  OK.  All  right, 
we're  ready  to  perfect  or  have  our 
speeches.  Mike  4. 

Motion  Made  to  Use  Positive,  Inclusive 
Language 

MOORE;  Again,  I  may  need  some 
help  in  clarifying  these  words.  I  don't 
know  if  it  should  be  one  sentence  or 
two,  but  it  would  be  a  sentence  that 
states  what  we  feel.  So  I  would  amend, 
"The  United  Methodist  recognizes  hu- 
manity as  created  in  the  image  of  God, 
inclusive  of  all  persons  from  any  race, 
color,  national  origin,  status,  sex,  age, 
disability,  or  economic  condition."  Can 
1  have  a  second? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We  have  a  second. 


MOORE;  1  believe  that  would  give 
the  list  we  made.  Obviously,  in  our  cul- 
ture, we  may  need  to  add  others,  but  it 
is  the  list  that  we  have  been  presently 
working  with  with  the  additions  asked 
for.  But  it  changes  the  words  from 
"with  regard"  "with  no  regard"  to 
"from"  and  it  says  a  statement  for  how 
we  as  a  church  are  feeling,  rather  than 
simply  saying,  "We  do  this"  or  "We 
don't  do  this."  We  are  saying  why:  be- 
cause we  recognize  all  persons  as  hu- 
man beings  created  in  the  image  of 
God. 

BISHOP  FANNIN;  All  right.  Before 
you  leave  the  mike  that  is  a  substitute 
amendment,  and  what  you  need  to  do 
for  the  amendment . . .  what  you  need  to 
do  is  repeat  that  one  more  time  and 
make  sure  we  have  a  copy. 

MOORE:  OK.  We're  getting  the  copy. 
"The  United  Methodist  Church  recog- 
nizes humanity  as  created  in  the  image 
of  God,  inclusive  of  all  persons  from 
any  race,  color,  national  origin,  status, 
sex,  age,  disability,  or  economic  condi- 
tion." 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Thank 
you.  That  is  properly  before  us,  substi- 
tute for  the  amendment.  Green  card  on 
my  left,  and  then  if  the  person  with  the 
yellow  in  the  back  would  move  toward 
the  mike.  Mike  4. 

WILLIAM  HINES  (West  Ohio): 
Bishop,  are  we  at  the  basis  talking  about 
baptized  or  professing  member  of  any 
constituent  body  of  the  church. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Madame  Chair. 

MAHLE:  I  believe  we  are  talking 
about  all  people. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  guess  that's  in- 
clusive of  both.  All  right.  Mike  8. 

LUCILLE  VANZANT  (Oklahoma):  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  this  General  Confer- 
ence is  coming  out  of  the  area  of  making 
everybody  generic.  My  name  is  Lucille. 
I  have  been  called  Annie,  sister,  hey 
that  fat,  black  woman.  Let's  be  specific 
in  using  the  words  of  the  people  we 
need.  Get  out  of  the  generic  area  of 
what  God  wants,  and  let  us  name  peo- 
ple by  people. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  So  that's  one  for. 
Pink  card  on  my  right.  Pink  card  on  my 
right.  That  was  for  the  substitute.  Mike 
1. 

Motion  to  Add  "Sex,  Age,  Disability"  to 
Eligibility  List  for  Membership 

GAIL  MURPHY-GEISS  (Yellow- 
stone); I  speak  for  this  new  wording.  I 
offer  a  friendly  amendment  because  we 


are  missing  some  words  here.  After 
"economic  condition",  I  think  we  also 
need  to  add  "all  of  whom."  So  that  it 
would  say,  "national  origin,  status,  sex, 
da  da  da  .  .  .  economic  condition  all  of 
whom  shall  be  eligible  to  attend," etc. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Is  that  a 
friendly  amendment?  Yes,  that  has 
been  accepted.  That's  OK  with  the 
house.  All  right.  I'll  recognize  the  green 
card  here  on  my  left.  And  would  the 
maker  of  the  amendment — are  you 
friendly  enough  to  accept  the  substi- 
tute? OK.  We'll  talk  about  that  in  a  min- 
ute. Mike  2. 

JAMES  A.  HARNISH  (Florida): 
Bishop,  would  a  motion  be  in  order  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  move  the  previous 
question  on  all  that's  before  us? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Yes,  that  would 
be  in  order. 

HARNISH;  Yes.  I  move  that  we  sus- 
pend the  rules  in  order  to  move  the  pre- 
vious question  on  all  that's  before  us. 
We've  got  more  fish  than  this  to  fry.  J 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That's  good.  I'd 
like  some  of  that  fish  right  now. 

(Laughter) 

HARNISH:  That's  not  in  order? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That's  in  order. 
Do  you  need  to  speak  to  it?  No.  It's 
non-debatable.  All  right,  the  question's 
been  called,  and  that  would  be  the  sub- 
stitute amendment,  which  you've 
heard  now,  and  the  friendly  acceptance 
of  the  addition.  Are  we  ready  to  vote? 
First,  on  to  suspend  the  rules — to  call 
the  question,  excuse  me.  All  right,  if 
you  would  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  the  question,  would 
you  vote  yes  1,  no  2.  [Yes,  850;  No,  49}. 
Now,  if  you'll  call  the  question,  vote 
yes;  if  not,  2. 

MAHLE:  Bishop,  do  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  speak? 

BISHOP  FANNIN;  Yes.  Just  a  minute. 
I'm  going  to  call  the  question.  If  you  call 
the  question,  vote  1;  if  you  do  not,  2. 
[Yes,  858;  No,  32]  All  right,  you  have 
called  the  question.  I  call  on  the  chair. 

MAHLE:  Bishop,  as  you  and  General 
Conference  delegates,  as  you  have 
heard  from  Mr.  Bonner,  we  spent  many 
hours  both  in  subcommittee  and  in  our 
legislative  committee  discussing  this  is- 
sue. And  we  voted  to  affirm  the  historic 
position  of  the  Constitution. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  OK.  AH  right. 
What  they're  requesting  now,  here,  that 
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we  hear  what  has  been  finalized  in  this 
last  amendment.  Now,  we're  looking  at 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment.  So, 
do  we  have  the  wording,  Ms.  Marshall? 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  All  right. 
"The  United  Methodist  Church  recog- 
nizes humanity  as  created  in  the  image 
of  God,  inclusive  of  all  persons  from 
any  race,  color,  national  origin,  status, 
sex,  disability,  or  economic  condition, 
all  of  whom  shall  be  eligible  to  attend  its 
worship  services,"  etc. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  that's 
what  they  have  up  front  here  as  the  offi- 
cial . . .  Point  of  order.  Mike  2. 

JOEL  S.  GARRETT  (Western  Pennsyl- 
vania): I  would  just  like  to  hear,  how 
will  Paragraph  4  sound?  How's  it  going 
to  sound  the  whole  way  through? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  want  the 
whole  paragraph  read? 

GARRETT:  How  will  the  whole  para- 
graph sound?  I'd  like  to  hear  that  before 
we  vote. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That  was— we've 
already  approved,  and,  this  amend- 
ment to  theamendment.  Is  that  right?  Is 
the  body  not  clear  on  this?  I  think  we 
need  to  vote.  All  right,  I  think  we  need 
to  vote.  You're  voting  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  which  would 
include  . . .  Point  of  order,  mike  7. 

DARLINE  D.  BALM-DEMMEL 
(Iowa):  I  didn't  hear  the  word  age  in- 
cluded when  the  secretary  read  the  mo- 
tion, which  was  read  on  the  floor. 

MARSHALL:  It  is  in  the  motion,  and 
unless  I  skipped  over  it,  it's  here,  it 
reads — 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  It  is— we  have 
that  in  the  motion.  All  right.  Point  of  or- 
der? All  right,  mike  4.  I'm  going  to  take 
a  vote.  Get  ready. 

ULF  RICKARDSSON  (Sweden)  I'm 
not  clear  what  this  amendment  would 
replace.  If  we  accept  this  amendment, 
does  that  mean  that  we  then  delete  the 
first  sentence,  "The  United  Methodist 
Church  acknowledges  that  all  persons 
are  of  sacred  worth"? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We'll  turn  to  the 
chair  to  clarify  that. 

MAHLE:  My  understanding  of  that 
amendment  from  Joy  Moore  was  that 
the  sentence — sentences — would  be  re- 
placed. Is  that  right? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  think,  I  think  to 
clarify  this  most  important  matter, 
could  . . .  we're  going  to  read  this  Para- 
graph 4  in  its  entirety. 


MAHLE:  And  1  believe  that  the  Secre- 
tary has  that  information. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  That's  correct. 
Can  we  have  Paragraph  4,  including 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment? 
Listen  carefully. 

MARSHALL:  All  right.  We're  going 
to  try  it.  We  may  have  to  listen  to  verba- 
tim transcription  when  we  get  to  the 
end  of  this,  but  let's  try.  'The  United 
Methodist  Church  acknowledges  that 
all  persons  are  of  sacred  worth."  Now . . 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  They're,  they're 
questioning  about  starting  from  the 
very — how  it  would  sound  from  the 
very  beginning. 

MARSHALL:  From  where? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Paragraph  4. 

(Pause) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Yes,  just  a  mo- 
ment. Just,  wait  a  minute  because  we're 
researching  that  we  have  it  clear  as 
well.  Hang  tight.  We've  got  some  very 
important  things  coming  next.  I  think 
the  maker  of  the  motion — would  you 
go  to  mike  4  please  and  take  us  through 
the  Discipline,  from  the  very  top,  on  14, 
how  your  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment would  read  in  the  context  of  the 
Discipline.  The  whole  thing. 

M(X)RE :  I  know  you  believe  you  un- 
derstand what  you  think  I  said,  but  I'm 
not  sure  you  realize  that  what  you 
heard  is  not  what  1  meant. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  think  you  just 
summed  everything  up  for  us. 

(Laughter) 

M(X)RE:  Now  I  need  to  find  the  exact 
paragraph.  There.  Nope. 

MAHLE:  It's  on  p.  22. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Page  22,  they're 
saying. 

MOORE:  All  right.  The,  therefore, 
therefore,  'Therefore  all  persons  with- 
out regard."  Okay,  that's  not  what  it 
said  in  mine.  The  sentence  that  you  just 
read  "The  United  Methodist  Church 
recognizes  all  persons  as  of  sacred 
worth."  Then  I  said,  "The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  recognizes"  again  and  if 
the  house  would  allow  it,  I  would  say, 
"The  body  of  Christ  recognizes  human- 
ity" or  "We  recognize  humanity." 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Well,  we  have  to 
say  what  you  say.  "The  body  of  Christ 
recognizes — " 


MOORE:  The  body  of  Chnst  recog- 
nizes humanity  as  created  in  the  image 
of  God,  inclusive  of  all  persons  from 
any  race,  color,  national  origin,  status, 
sex,  age,  disability,  or  economic  condi- 
tion, all  whom. .'.'  whatever  the  friendly 
amendment  said. 

MAHLE:  Bishop,  we  did  not  have  the 
first  sentence  of  the  article  before  us. 

Constitution  Amendment  ]referred  Back 
to  Legislatiiv  Committee 

MOORE:  Exactly,  exactly,  and  that 
was,  that  is  why  both  sentences  begin 
'The  United  Methodist  Church  recog- 
nizes." And  so  what  we  need  to  do  is 
not  start  two  sentences  with  the  same 
word.  That's  editorial.  I  don't  think  that 
that  disturbs  what  we're  doing  here. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  I  believe  that  . .  . 
wait  just  a  minute.  This  is  extremely  im- 
portant legislation.  It's  at  the  very  heart 
of  who  we  are.  It's  constitutional  in  na- 
ture. I  would,  as  a  Chair,  entertain  a  mo- 
tion to  refer  this  back  to  the  legislative 
committee  and  then  let  them  bring  to 
us,  in  consultation  with  these  persons 
that  are  making  the  amendments,  the 
wording  because  apparently  we're  on 
two  different  tracks  here. 

JIM  EHRMAN  (East  Ohio):  Bishop? 
Bishop? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Yes,  I've  got  a 
hand  back  there  in  the  back.  Orange 
card,  mike  7. 

EHRMAN:  Bishop,  I  move  that  we  re- 
fer this  matter  back  to  the  committee. 
We  have  now  suffered  through  living 
proof  of  why  a  constitution  should  not 
be  amended  from  the  floor  without 
careful  study.  And  so  I  move  that  we  re- 
fer this  back  to  the  committee. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Do  I 
hear  a  second?  All  right.  All  right.  If  you 
would  refer,  would  you  vote  yes,  if  not, 
no,  when  the  light  appears?  You  have 
referred— /Yes,  792;  No.  961  Thank  you. 
We  realize  this  would  be  a  very  impor- 
tant discussion. 

MAHLE:  I'm  going  to  try  another 
one.  This  is  found  on  p.  2240,  Item  1 546. 
This  refers  to  Petition  30808  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA,  p.  706.  The  committee  voted 
concurrence  on  this  petition,  which 
would  add  a  new  Article  5  after  the  Ar- 
ticle 4  that  we've  been  currently  work- 
ing on,  and  then  renumbering  the  rest 
of  thearticles.  You  will  note  that  there  is 
an  error  in  the  original  printing  on  p. 
706  in  line  7.  After  the  word  and  please 
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add  the  word  inarginalization.  This  was 
added  in  the  errata  page  that  we  re- 
ceived in  the  original  DCA.  The  com- 
mittee affirms  the  statement  made  in 
this  petition,  especially  in  light  of  the 
worship  service  and  the  discussions 
that  we  have  had  on  this  floor.  I  move 
concurrence. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  it's 
properly  before  us.  All  right,  seeing  no 
cards,  if  you  would  approve  concur- 
rence with  the  committee,  vote  yes;  if 
not,  no,  when  the  light  appears.  This  is 
two-thirds  because  it's  constitutional. 
All  right,  you  have  approved — [Yes, 
831;  No,  45]  We  have  an  order  of  the 
day.  I  appreciate  it  and  we'll  pick  up 
here  this  afternoon. 

MAHLE:  I'm  going  to  speak  for  Chris 
and  I  guess  our  legislative  committee 
needs  to  reconvene  at  noon. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  the  leg- 
islative committee  in  your  room  at 
noon.  Do  you  want  any  of  the  persons 
that  made  the  amendments  to  be  there 
for  consultation?  Madame  Chair,  do 
you  want  anybody  there  for  consulta- 
tion? 

HARMAN:  Bishop,  I  think  that  we 
could  probably  handle  that  with  the  ex- 
ecutive team  and  with  the  leader  of  the 
subcommittee  and  with  Joy  Moore. 
Any  other  persons  are  certainly  invited, 
but  I  think  that  is  the  critical  group  of  in- 
dividuals that  need  to  be  a  part  of  this. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  thank 
you.  We're  just  trying  to  move  our 
work  along.  Thank  you  very  much  for 
that  report.  I  don't  want  you  to  get  car- 
ried away  with  this  next  item.  I  mean  no 
screaming,  yelling,  and  saying  "Thank 
the  Lord,"  and  all  of  that,  but  we're  go- 
ing to  recognize  a  very  special  group  of 
people.  My  colleagues  over  the  past 
eight  years  and  part  of  a  wonderful 
grou  p  of  caring,  loving,  dynamic  Chris- 
tian leaders.  I  call  on  Sharon  Rader, 
Bishop  Rader,  to  come  forward  as  the 
secretary  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Task  of  Superintending  Resides  ivith 
Bishops  and  District  Superintendents 

BISHOP  SHARON  RADER  (Wiscon- 
sin): Dear  friends:  In  Chapter  3  of  The 
Book  of  Discipline,  which  is  called  "The 
Superintendency,"  paragraph  401  says 
in  part,  "The  task  of  superintending  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  resides 
in  the  office  of  bishop  and  extends  to 
the  district  superintendents,  with  each 
possessing  distinct  and  collegia!  re- 
sponsibilities.   The    mission    of    the 


Church  is  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ.  From  apostolic  times,  certain  or- 
dained persons  have  been  entrusted 
with  the  particular  tasks  of  superin- 
tending. The  purpose  of  superintend- 
ing is  to  equip  the  Church  in  its 
disciple-making  ministry.  Those  who 
superintend  carry  primary  responsibil- 
ity for  ordering  the  life  of  the  Church.  It 
is  their  task  to  enable  the  gathered 
Church  to  worship  and  to  evangelize 
faithfully. 

"It  is  also  their  task  to  facilitate  the  ini- 
tiation of  structures  and  strategies  for 
the  equipping  of  Christian  people  for 
service  in  the  Church  and  in  the  world 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  help 
extend  the  service  in  mission.  It  is  their 
task,  as  well,  to  see  that  all  matters,  tem- 
poral and  spiritual,  are  administered  in 
a  manner  that  acknowledges  the  ways 
and  the  insights  of  the  world  critically 
and  with  understanding  while  remain- 
ing cognizant  of  and  faithful  to  the 
mandate  of  the  Church.  The  formal 
leadership  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  in  the  superintending 
offices,  is  an  integral  part  of  the  system 
of  an  itinerant  ministry." 

Retiring  Bishops  Recognized 

Each  quadrennium  we  come  to  a  mo- 
ment when  we  must  acknowledge  that 
some  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  are  either  reaching  mandatory 
retirement  or  are  seeking  voluntary  re- 
tirement. And  it  is  our  privilege  this 
day  to  recognize  and  to  acknowledge 
those  persons  who  will  be  retiring.  I'm 
going  to  introduce  them  to  you  and  ask 
that  they  come  and  stand  before  you  at 
this  General  Conference. 

I'm  going  to  begin  with  our  Elders 
and  introduce  them  by  classes  in  which 
they  were  introduced.  First  of  all  from 
the  class  of  1980:  Melvin  George 
Talbert,  {applause)  George  Willis 
Bashore  (applause).  Let's  hold  the  ap- 
plause and  I'll  read  them  all  and  then 
you  can  give  our  applause  for  all  of 
them.  Emerito  Nacpil,  Arthur  F.  Kulah. 
From  the  class  of  1984:  J.Woodrow 
Hearn;  Roy  I.  Sano;  Robert  C.  Morgan; 
Judith  Craig.  From  the  class  of  1988: 
Richard  Carl  Looney;  Dan  E.  Solomon; 
Moises  Domingos  Femandes  was  re- 
tired in  1999.  From  the  class  of  1992:  Joe 
Allen  Wilson;  Raymond  Harold  Owen; 
Donald  Arthur  Ott;  Marshall  Leroy 
Meadors,  Jr;  Charles  Wesley  Jordan. 
From  the  class  of  1996:  Daniel  Castillo 
Arichea,  Jr.  And  there  is  one  other 
bishop  who  is  actually  elected  in  the 
class  of  1968 — and  who  was  pressed 


back  into  service  during  this  last  quad- 
rennium—  Paul  L.A.  Granadosin,  he  is 
retiring  yet  again.  These  are  the  bishops 
of  the  church  who  intend  to  retire  with 
this  Jurisdictional  or  Central  Confer- 
ence time.  Let  us  greet  them. 

(Sustained  applause) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Well,  I  tried  not  to 
let  him  retire  but  he  says  he  must.  So 
there  is  one  other  that  needs  to  join  the 
group,  and  that  is  Bishop  Emiho  J.  M. 
de  Carvalho.  (Applause)  I  would  remind 
you  of  just  one  other  thing,  and  I  would 
remind  my  colleagues,  that  a  retired 
bishop  is  a  bishop  of  the  Church,  ac- 
cording to  our  Discipline,  in  every  re- 
spect and  continues  to  function  as  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  in 
accordance  with  the  Constitution  and 
with  other  provisions  of  the  Discipline. 
They  do  not  cease  to  be  bishops  because 
they  are  retired.  They  continue  to  work 
with  us  on  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
to  that  we  are  very  grateful.  They  will 
continue  to  lead  the  Church.  Thank 
you.  Bishop  de  Carvalho  would  like  to 
introduce,  would  like  to  speak  to  you  as 
the  longest  serving  bishop  in  his  class. 

BISHOP  EMILIO  J.M.  DE 
CARVALHO  (Western  Angola  Area): 
Thank  you  Bishop  Fannin,  delegates  to 
the  General  Conference.  I  am  supposed 
to  be  the  longest  active  serving  bishop 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
world.  In  the  world.  (Applause)  I  was 
elected  in  1972,  1972,  serving  this 
Church  for  the  last  28  years,  myself  and 
my  wife  Marilena,  who  is  sitting  over 
there,  please,  (applause)  As  you  can  see 
we  are  not  going  back  to  the  shelf.  We'll 
continue  to  serve  this  church  as  long  as 
we  live.  Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
support,  for  your  prayers  and  I  speak 
on  behalf  of  my  colleagues  who  are  also 
retiring  this  year  that  we  will  continue 
to  be  at  your  disposal,  at  disp>osal  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Thank  you  very 
much,  (applause) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  would 
you  please  be  seated?  Bishop  Raymond 
Owen  from  the  San  Antonio  Area  had 
to  leave  early,  personal  matters,  but 
Bishop  Owen  is  also  retiring  at  the  end 
of  this  quadrennium.  (Applause)  We 
have  two  matters  that  must  be  dealt 
with  and  so  I  quickly  call  to  the  podium 
Bishop  Bolleter  for  report  on  the  Cen- 
tral Conferences.  Two  items  to  con- 
sider. 
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Commission  on  Central  Conference 
Affairs  Celebrates  Thirtieth  Anniversary 

BISHOP  HEINRICH  BOLLETER 
(Central  and  Southern  Europe  Are): 
Thank  you  Bishop.  First  of  all,  I  would 
like  to  invite  the  Chair  of  the  Confer- 
ence to  celebrate,  with  the  Commission 
on  Central  Conference  Affairs  on  the 
30"  anniversary  of  this  commission.  For 
those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  his- 
tory, this  commission  came  ou  t  of  a  pro- 
cess of  the  so-called  Cosmos 
(Commission  on  the  Structure  of  Meth- 
odism Overseas)  and  since  the  commis- 
sion was  the  instrument  to  make  the 
voices  of  the  Central  Conferences  heard 
and  to  make  the  Church  more  global. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We  celebrate  with 
you.  That's  a  great,  great  anniversary. 

(Applause) 

Bishop  Calls  for  General  Conference 
Assistance  in  Congolese  War 

BISHOP  HEINRICH  BOLLETER: 
The  vice  chair  of  the  committee  is 
Bishop  Omena  Fama  from  Congo,  and 
the  secretary  Marilyn  Oufslay  from  the 
Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Conference. 

The  first  Calendar  Item  we  have  to 
deal  with  is  Calendar  Item  461,  on  p. 
1 978,  it  is  petition  31 205.  The  page  in  the 
Advance  DC  A  is  1 150.  {Pause)  This  reso- 
lution is  asking  the  General  Conference- 
to  give  lead  in  finding  solutions  to  stop 
the  war  and  aide  financially  to  the 
Congo  United  Methodist  Church.  To 
care  for  the  refuges  and  also  that  the 
secretary  of  the  General  Conference 
send  two  petitions,  very  short  petitions, 
to  the  mentioned  authorities.  We  have 
amended  this  petition  and  I  want  to  re- 
mind you  that  the  text  is  almost  parallel 
to  the  resolutions  we  had  on  the  floor 
yesterday,  here.  So,  we  move,  from  the 
committee,  referral  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  further 
reflection  and  action  and  also  to  the 
General  Board  of  Church  Society. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  this  is  a 
motion  of  referral. 

BISHOP  BOLLETER:  The  referral  as 
amended. 

Petition  on  Congo  Referred  to  GBCS 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  As  amended,  461 . 
All  right,  any  questions?  All  right,  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  One  if  you  re- 
fer, two  if  you  do  not.  (Pause)  All  right, 
the  matter  has  been  referred,  fY«,  814; 
No.U} 


Request  Made  for  Three  Additional 
Philippine  Episcopal  Areas 

BISHOP  BOLLETER:  The  second 
item  is  Item  1 280  on  p.  2 1 47,  it  is  petition 
31991,  on  p.  1886.  The  title  of  the  peti- 
tion, is  a  little  bit  misleading.  Three  new 
episcopal  areas  added  to  the  Philip- 
pines is  the  request,  but  they  are  asking 
for  at  least  one.  In  the  context  of  former 
daily  deliberations  they  mentioned  the 
three,  but  they  are  asking  momentarily 
for  at  least  one.  The  committee  recom- 
mends referral  back  to  the  College  of 
Bishops  in  the  Philippines  and  the  re- 
spective Central  Conference.  We  had 
no  basic  information  about  the  issue  in 
the  committee,  that  was  one  thing,  and 
the  second  thing  is  that  the  sender  of  the 
resolution  is  not  the  Central  Confer- 
ence, but  one  of  the  organizational  bod- 
ies of  the  Central  Conference  and  its  not 
clear  if  the  Central  Conference  has 
taken  a  new  decision  about  that  and 
I.. we  thought  it  cannot  be  only  relied 
on  the  formerly-taken  decision  in  the 
Central  Conference  there.  So,  we  voted 
referral  back  to  the  College  of  Bishops 
in  the  Philippines  and  the  respective 
Central  Conference. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  it's 
probably  before  referral  to  the  College 
of  Bishops  in  the  Philippines.  We  got  a 
card  on  the  back,  mike  5.  This  is  a  matter 
of  referral. 

MAXIMINO  T.  MAREGMEN 
(Visayas-Philippines):  Is  it  improper 
Bishop,  to  make  a  motion  to  amend  by 
substitution  this  time?  For  this  matter? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  We're  referring 
this  matter  for  consideration.  I  think 
that  you  would  have  to  sf>eak  to  "refer- 
ral" or  "not  to  refer." 

MAREGMEN:  So,  we're  going.. we 
cannot  make  a  need  to  amend  by  substi- 
tution? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Yes,  nice  try.  Yes. 

MAREGMEN:  Okay,  Bishop. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Is  there  a  second 
to.. well,  let's  hear  your  substitute  first. 

MAREGMEN:  I  move  to  amend  the 
recommendation  that  instead  of  three, 
only  one  bishop  is  being  requested  and 
she  is  last,  he  will  be  assigned  in  the 
Visayan  Islands  where  United  Method- 
ist Church  work  is  growing  and  need  to 
be  supervised  and  therefore  its  finan- 
cial implications  to  GCFA.  If  there  is  a 
second,  I  would  like  to  speak  on  it. 


Substitute  Motion  for  One  New 

Philippine  Missionary  Bishop 

and  Referral  to  GCFA 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  So  you're  saying 
not  to  refer  this  matter,  but  to  substitute 
it  with  one  new  episcopal  area  and  also 
refer  to  GCFA  for  financial  consider- 
ation? 

MAREGMEN:  Yes,  1  would  like  to 
sp>eak.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  FANIN:  All  right,  do  we 
have  a  second?  We  have  a  second.  All 
right. 

MAREGMEN:  Visayas  Philippines  is 
barely  four  years  old:  it  has  three  dis- 
tricts, 44  local  churches,  42  are  new, 
small  and  under  10  years  old.  47  clergy 
members  with  9  elders.  In  1984,  there  is 
only  one  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  area.  Visayas  Islands  are  located  in 
the  central  part  of  the  Philippines. 
There  are  over  14  million  people.  The 
task  is  huge  and  great.  Therefore,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  work  in  the 
Visayas  is  missionary  and  it  needs  to 
grow  and  be  supervised.  A  missionary 
bishop  assigned  there  would  be  a  ..a 
missionary  bishop  assigned  there 
would  hasten  the  church  growth. 
Please  give  us  another  bishop  to  shep- 
herd us.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we  have 
a  substitute  before  us  to  form  a  new 
area  in  the  area  described.  There  any 
discussion  around  the  substitute?  All 
right,  a  green  card  over  here,  mike  4. 
No,  I'm  sorry  the  gentleman  m  the 
back.  Yes,  yes,  you. 

BENONI  R.  SILVA-NETTO  (Califor- 
nia-Nevada): Bishop  and  members  of 
the  Conference,  we  are  all  for  support 
here  for  the  growth  of  Methodism  in 
the  Philippines  but  the  question  right 
now  is  the  proper  procedure  to  go 
about  it.  Do  we  know  that  the  Central 
Conference  and  the  Philippines  are 
supportive  of  this,  and  what  are  the  fi- 
nancial implications  of  all  of  this  if  you 
approve  it?  So,  I'm  for  referral. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You're  for  a  refer- 
ral. All  right.  With  that  one  and  one,  do 
we  have  any  further  discussion?  Oh, 
excuse  me,  question,  nuke  2.  Mike  2. 

DEBORAH  L.  PRITTS  (North  Central 
New  York):  I  have  a  question  Bishop 
Fannin.  I  have  been  looking  at  the  Con- 
stitution, specifically  Article  4,  para- 
graph 15,  which  refers  to  the  duties  of 
the  General  Conference.  I'm  having  dif- 
ficulty finding  there  any  language  that 
would  help  us  to  understand  that  the 
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General  Conference  has  the  ability  to 
deal  with  this  matter  under  consider- 
ation. Would  someone  be  able  to  help 
us  with  a  ruling  on  whether  this  is  prop- 
erly before  us? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Yes  that's  correct. 
What  we're  saying  here  is  that  it  went 
through  the  proper  channels,  the  Cen- 
tral Conferences,  they  came  forward 
with  a  motion  to  refer.  The  General 
Conference  now  has  taken  ownership 
of  that  and  has  an  amendment  before  it. 
So  we  followed  the  procedures,  we're 
just  not  following  the  recommenda- 
tions, if  you  vote  for  the  amendment. 
All  right,  now  we  have  one  for  and  one 
against.  AH  the  way  in  the  back,  the  yel- 
low card  in  the  back,  mike  8. 

GERARDO  SAMSON  (Bulacan  Phil- 
ippines): Bishop,  my  name  is  Gerardo 
Samson. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Are  you  for  or 
against  the  substitute? 

SAMSON:  I  would  just  want  to  make 
it  clear  that  what  the  resolution,  the  mo- 
tion, was  asking  for  was  not  for  an  Epis- 
copal Area,  but  merely  to  ask  for  a 
missionary  bishop  for  Visayas  Island, 
which  is  not  an  Episcopal  Area,  so  I  am 
against  the  referral. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You're  against  the 
substitute?  All  right,  we  need  one  for 
the  substitute.  The  yellow  card  back 
here  has  been  standing  a  long  time, 
right.  Mike  8.  What  happened  to  my 
speaker.  Mike  6. 

NOE  VALDERAMA  (North-West 
Mindanao,  Philippines):  I  am  speaking 
for  the  amendment.  Bishop,  the  two  Fil- 
ipinos who  spoke  beforehand  do  not 
belong  to  the  Davao  Episcopal  area. 
And  the  one  who  made  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  myself,  have  been  serving 
in  Davao  Episcopal  area  which  con- 
tains two  main  islands  in  the  whole 
Philippines.  In  the  Luzon  we  have  two 
bishops,  but  in  Davao  Episcopal  area 
which  consists  of  Mindanao  and  Cebu, 
which  is  a  large  area  to  travel,  to  visit,  to 
administer.  In  the  previous  experience 
bishops  have  a  hard  time  to  do  these 
tasks.  And  besides  this  new  missionary 
area  of  the  Davao  Episcopal  area  which 
calls  for  a  leader  who  would  really  con- 
centrate on  the  huge  task  in  missioning 
the  Visayas  area. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  need  to  sum 
up. 

VALDERAMA:  And  as  such  bishop,  I 
support  the  amendment  to  the  motion. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we  need 
to  vote  now.  You  understand  the  com- 


mission has  suggested  referral  to  the 
College  of  Bishops.  We  have  a  substi- 
tute to  that  that  says  a  particular  area, 
and  you've  heard  the  testimonies  to 
that  area.  You  ready  to  vote?  I  know  the 
Chair  speaks,  but  are  we  having  a  point 
of  order?  Point  of  order,  mike  1. 

JULIUS  ARCHIBALD,  JR.  (Troy):  I 
have  a  question.  Bishop.  If  we  refer  this, 
does  that  mean  that  they  cannot  estab- 
lish a  new  episcopal  area  for  four  more 
years? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  The  question  is 
does  this  delay  the  formation  of  a  new 
area  for  four  years  if  we  refer? 

BISHOP  BOLLETER:  Basically,  yes. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we  have 
it.  The  answer  to  that  question.  Ready 
to  vote.  If  you  support  the  substitute 
which  names  a  particular  area...  You 
want  to  speak  to  it  further?  You  have 
another  chance  to  speak  from  the  com- 
mission from  referral. 

BISHOP  BOLLETER:  We  think  that 
the  question  came  not  in  a  properly 
way  before  us  and  it  was  sent  by  the 
Central  Conference  Coordinating 
Council  and  we  had  no  word  from  the 
Episcopal  College  about  it.  We  are  not 
sure  if  the  Central  Conference  today, 
the  last  decision  was  made  in  1992  of 
the  Central  Conference,  if  the  Central 
Conference  of  the  Philippines  is  today 
willing  to  agree  with  this  proposal,  so 
we  sent  it  back  to  get  a  very  clear  pro- 
posal through  the  proper  channels  to 
the  Commission  on  Central  Conference 
Affairs. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  let  us 
vote.  If  you  support  the  substitute, 
which  names  a  particular  area,  vote  1;  if 
you  do  not,  vote  2.  The  substitute  fails. 
[Yes,  351;  No,  497].  Now  the  motion  for 
referral  is  before  us.  Are  we  ready  to 
vote?  Is  that  a  point  of  order?  All  right, 
mike  5,  point  of  order. 

BENER  B.  AGTARAP  (Philippines):  I 
rise  for  a  point  of  order.  That  is  clarify 
and  correct  the  statement  made  by  the 
chairperson  of  the  committee.  Spe- 
cifically, statement  no.  2. 1  would  like  to 
correct  the  second  reason  stated  by  the 
chairperson  of  the  reason  why  the  com- 
mittee decided  to  refer  this  petition  to 
the  Philippines  Central  Conference.  I 
would  like  to  say  that  this  petition  was 
acted  officially  by  the  Coordinating 
Council  of  the  Philippines  Central  Con- 
ference and  that  the  Coordinating 
Council  is  the  interim  body  of  the  Phil- 
ippines Central  Conference  while  the 
Philippines  Central  Conference  is  not 


in  session.  In  other  words,  this  petition 
is  the  official  position  of  the  Philippines 
Central  Conference. 

New  Philippines  Espiscopal  Area 
Referred  to  Philippines  College  of  Bishops 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right,  we  have 
that  information.  If  you  would  refer 
this  matter  to  the  College  of  Bishops  in 
the  Philippines,  you  would  vote  yes;  if 
you  would  not,  you  vote  no.  All  right,  it 
has  been  referred  by  [Yes,  666;  No,  3  961. 

BISHOP  BOLLETER:  This  concludes 
our  business. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you  very 
much.  We  have  two  quick  items.  I  know 
our  time  is  up.  12:15  was  our  adjourn- 
ment time.  I  want  to  call  on  Carolyn 
Marshall,  the  secretary  of  General  Con- 
ference, to  recognize  the  wonderful 
staff  that  she  has  working  with  her.  Ms. 
Marshall  has  done  a  tremendous  job. 
Tremendous! 

(applause) 

Introduction  of  Secretary's  Staff 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  There  are 
two  arenas  in  which  appreciation 
should  be  expressed.  The  first  one  is  to 
all  of  you  because  you  have  been  more 
than  willing  to  forgive  mistakes  when 
they  happened  in  the  very  beginning. 
And  you  have  been  very  kind  and  gra- 
cious in  the  ways  in  which  you  have  re- 
lated to  all  of  us,  and  for  that  we  are 
deeply  appreciative.  Any  appreciation 
which  you  have  expressed  to  the  gen- 
eral conference  secretary,  in  reality 
should  go  to  the  staff  because  they're 
the  ones  that  make  things  happen. 

And  so  it  is  with  gratitude  to  each  one 
of  them  that  I  introduce  them  to  you. 

John  Ross  Thompson  has  been  on  the 
laptop  at  my  immediate  right  and  has  a 
wonderful  calming  way  of  keeping  me 
straight.  John.  (applause)  Millie 
Hilts-Kowen  is  our  office  manager. 
This  probably  the  first  time  that  she  has 
seen  the  arena,  except  on  TV,  down  in 
the  office,  (applause)  You  have  met 
Gerry  Reist  daily,  sometimes  more  than 
once  a  day,  as  the  coordinator  of  calen- 
dar, (applause)  John  Brawn  is  the  brain 
behind  the  PETS  system  and  all  of  our 
petitions,  and  we're  grateful  to  him. 
(applause)  Working  with  him  on  that 
staff  is  Gary  Graves,  (applause)  Early  on 
in  General  Conference  we  made  men- 
tion of  the  fact  that  Preston  Price,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  staff  and  who  was 
working  on  some  coordination  on  the 
computers  here,  was  called  away  from 
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the  conference  because  of  the  death  of 
his  father.  And  when  one  says  yes  to 
Christian  service,  one  never  knows 
where  one  is  going  to  be  called.  Quinn 
O'Bannon  came  here  from  Louisiana  as 
a  page;  he  ended  up  full-time  on  our 
staff,  (applause)  And  in  the  process  of 
our  debriefing  the  other  evening,  Gary 
made  mention  of  the  fact  that  this  was 
liejA  i-u,  because  that's  how  he  got  here  a 
couple  of  conferences  ago.  Dalilah  Cruz 
is  also  a  member  of  our  staff,  has  done 
wonderful  work  downstairs  and  then 
also  this  week,  and  particularly  after 
Preston  had  to  leave,  has  worked  on  the 
stage  with  the  computers  here,  (ap- 
plause) Mim  Porterfield  accompanied 
her  spouse  as  a  member  of  the  delega- 
tion of  which  I'm  a  member,  South  Indi- 
ana, but  she  didn't  get  to  sit  and  watch. 
We  have  put  her  to  work  for  the  second 
General  Conference,  and  we're  grateful 
to  Mim  for  so  doing.  Lindy  Loresco  has 
done  everything  and  everything.  That's 
not  duplication;  that's  said  intention- 
ally. Lindy'sbeen  wonderful,  (applause) 
And  if  some  of  you  think  that  we  pay  no 
attention  to  those  attendance  sheets 
that  you  fill  out,  and  that  it's  just  so 
much  paper  that  gets  recycled  you 
hope,  let  me  say  to  you  that  that's  one  of 
the  responsibilities  of  the  staff  and 
Lindy  and  Mim  have  worked  very  hard 
with  those.  We  appreciate  the  ways  in 
which  you  have  responded  and  have 
kept  track  of  the  rules  and  have  fol- 
lowed (hem.  Two  other  persons  are  re- 
ally here  as  far  as  working  with 
UMCom,  but  they're  in  some  ways  ad- 
junct members  of  the  secretarial  staff. 
They  have  done  a  lot  of  work  as  far  as 
the  web  is  concerned  and  with  our  com- 
puter concerns.  And  that's  Susan 
Brumbaugh  and  her  husband  Randall 
Partin.  (applause) 

A  little  earlier  today,  you  attempted 
to  introduce  and  express  appreciation 
to  Jay  Voorhees  and  he  was  someplace 
else  in  this  building  at  that  time,  but  he 
is  here  now  and  we  said  he  belongs  to 
all  of  us  so  let's  make  him  a  part  of  the 
secretarial  staff. 

(Applause) 

Rtch  Peck  ,  DCA  Editor. 
Honored  as  He  Retires 

Rich,  would  you  come  here,  please. 
Many  of  you  know  Rich  Peck,  whether 
you  know  him  to  see  him  or  whether 
you  know  him  by  that  which  he  has 
done,  across  the  years  in  the  printed 
word  If  has  been  my  privilege  to  work 
with  Rich  acrof s  the  several  years  that  I 


have  had  this  responsibility.  There's  no 
one  who  is  any  more  caring  or  any  more 
concerned  or  any  more  dedicated  or 
who  gives  more  hours  and  will  work 
around  the  clock  if  that's  what  it  takes 
and  he's  had  a  few  of  those  times,  prob- 
ably, for  every  General  Conference  but 
certainly,  above  and  beyond  for  this 
one.  We  just  recognized  bishops  who 
are  retiring.  Rich  Peck  is  retiring  and  I 
have  said  to  him,  "I  hate  to  think  of  a 
General  Conference  without  Rich  Peck 
on  the  DC/4."  But  that  time  comes  for  all 
of  us. 

And  so  we  want.  Rich,  to  express  ap- 
preciation to  you  and  to  let  me  read  this 
to  you  so  that  all  of  us  can  affirm  the  ser- 
vice which  you  have  given,  and  you're 
not  quite  through  yet.  "Presented  to  J. 
Richard  Peck,  on  behalf  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  people  called  United 
Methodist,  we  express  our  resp>ect  for 
your  tireless  and  impressive  work,  our 
admiration  for  your  spirit  of  coopera- 
tion and  our  thanksgiving  for  your 
commitment  to  the  mission  of  the 
Church  in  producing  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate,  1988,  1992,  1996  and  2000." 
Signed  William  B.  Oden,  President  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  Carolyn  Ann 
Marshall,  Secretary  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, Neil  M.  Alexander,  President 
and  Publisher,  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

(Applause) 

And  with  your  applause  for  Rich  and 
for  all  the  staff,  let  me  say  again,  a  word 
of  our  appreciation  to  each  of  you.  We 
affirm  you  for  who  you  are  and  the 
ways  in  which  you  express  your  com- 
mitment. My  appreciation  personally 
to  the  staff  and  all  of  our  appreciation  to 
all  of  you. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you,  thank 
you,  deeply.  I  want  to  personally  thank 
all  of  you  for  being  supportive  of  the 
chair  today.  I  appreciate  you  being  sup- 
portive of  the  chair.  They're  still  talking 
to  me  in  one  ear  or  the  other.  You  might 
want  to  be  seated  just  a  second.  It  won't 
be  long.  You  heard  that  before?  Well, 
you're  lucky,  I  didn't  tell  any  of  my  sto- 
ries out  of  compassion  for  all  of  you.  No 
applause  necessary. 

All  right,  I'm  going  to  turn  to  Carolyn 
Marshall  for  some  items  and  then  I'm 
going  to  call  upon  Bishop  John  Hopkins 
of  the  Minnesota  area.  You  may  think 
bishops  are  kind  of,  you  know, 
stick-in-the-mud  or  whatever  you  want 
to  say.  But  John  Hopkins  has  just 
formed  a  Rock  and  Roll  Hall  of  Fame 


band  from  the  Council  of  Bishops.  It 
sounds  like  a  good  Salvation  Army 
band  but  it's  working  out  real  well.  So,  I 
call  on  John  Hopkins  at  the  end  of  this 
time  together.  Carolyn? 

MARSHALL:  Bishop  Fannin,  would 
it  be  possible  for  Gary  Bowen  to  intro- 
duce the  business  manager's  staff  prior 
to  the  announcements? 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  All  right.  Gary? 

Conference  Business  Manager's  Staff 
Introduced 

GARY  BOWEN  (Conference  Busi- 
ness Manager):  I  will  be  brief.  Not  be- 
cause the  staff  didn't  do  a  good  job  and 
worked  hard  but  because  it's  near 
lunch  and  I  understand.  I'll  call  your 
names,  and  then  if  you'll  come  out. 
First,  I  have  Steve  Zekoff,  who  is  the  as- 
sistant business  manager  which  means 
that  he  gets  everything  that's  really 
tough  to  do  and  he's  done  a  great  job. 
Russell  EUenz  Many  of  you  that  have 
had  travel  problems  or  hotel  problems, 
Russell  made  certain  that  you  got  here 
and  that  you  had  a  roof  over  your  head 
Gail  McDougall  I  can't  describe  what 
she  does.  She's  on  the  local  committee. 
She  volunteers  She  does  transporta- 
tion. She  helped  in  the  techrucal  area. 
She's  helped  get  vendors.  She's  done 
everything  and  has  done  a  wonderful 
job.  Gail?  If  you  just  want  to  hold  your 
applause  to  the  end  that'll  make  this  go 
even  faster.  Merle  Gleason,  who's  my 
assistant.  Those  of  you  who  were  in  my 
office,  p>erhaps  met  her.  We  gave  her 
early  release  for  good  behavior.  She's 
back  in  Evanston  by  now.  Mark  and 
Laura  Wharff  who  are  in  charge  of  our 
pages  and  marshals,  bring  a  wonderful 
spirit  to  it  and  have  done  it  a  number  of 
times,  kept  me  out  of  hot  water  lots  of 
times.  Mark  and  Laura?  Jay,  you  don't 
have  to  come  up  here  again.  But  he's 
also  part  of  the  business  manager's. 
Come  on  Jay.  Walk  is  good  for  him 
Once  again,  I  would  not  have  survived 
without  Jay.  He  has  enormous  knowl- 
edge of  the  General  Conference  and 
knows  more  than  I'll  ever  know  about 
producing  this  thing  and  he  did,  1  mean 
to  him  goes  the  credit.  And  then  John. 
I'm  sorry,  Peknik  I  just  call  him  John, 
never  really  got  that.  John  Peknik  who 
is  also  on  Gail's  technical  staff  and  he's 
done  a  tremendous  job  in  the  booth 
back  there.  So  John,  thank  you.  I'm  just 
looking  to  see  if  there's  anybody  wait- 
ing and  if  I  forgot  anybody.  I  don't 
think  I  did.  Thank  you. 
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(Applause) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Thank  you  for 
standing.  We  are  still  feeling  that  in  two 
hours  we  could  be  back  here  at  2:30.  Ms. 
Massey,  is  that  agreeable?  Do  you  think 
we'll  be  back  here?  All  right,  then  the 
first  announcement,  we'll  be  back  at 
2:30.  Now  Ms.  Marshall  has  some  addi- 
tional announcements.  Ms.  Secretary. 

MARSHALL:  The  first  one  is  that  a 
letter  was  received  that  was  passed  to 
courtesies  but  it  was  after  the  time  for 
introduction  of  those,  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  of  Macedonia.  We 
simply  want  to  acknowledge  that  greet- 
ings were  received  and  a  response  will 
be  sent  from  the  General  Conference. 

This  announcement  will  be  made 
now  and  it  will  be  made  again  and  will 
be  made  again  tonight.  That  is  the  an- 
nouncement as  far  as  the  translation. 
This  evening  is  the  last  session  of  the 
General  Conference.  Please  remember 
to  bring  to  the  interpreter's  booth  your 
portable,  individual  headsets.  Each 
unit  costs  S500  and  can  only  be  used  in- 
side this  plenary  room.  Please  do  not 
forget  to  return  your  headsets  before 
you  leave. 

The  full  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  will  meet  during 
the  lunch  recess  in  room  R232  to  deal 
with  referrals  that  have  been  made 
since  the  publication  of  the  reports  in 
the  DCA.  No  lunch  will  be  served.  You 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  get  your 
lunch  after  the  meeting  is  completed. 

(Laughter) 

The  comment  up  here  was  "good 
luck." 

A  reminder  that  the  Korean  Choir 
which  we  all  appreciated  so  much  this 
morning  will  be  performing  again  this 
noon  in  the  food  court  during  the  lunch 
hour  and  you'll  probably  want  to  avail 
yourselves  of  that  opportunity. 

And  then  Bishop  Hopkins,  as  you 
bring  our  closing  prayer,  perhaps  this 
prayer  request  might  be  incorporated 
and  be  a  part  of  our  thinking.  Word  has 
come  from  the  Iowa  delegation  that 
several  tornadoes  have  touched  down 
in  northeast  Iowa,  Waterloo,  Cedar 
Falls  and  Black  Hawk  County.  That 
completes  the  reading  of  the  announce- 
ments. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  Am  I  correct  that 
Cokesbury  closes  at  1 :00  today?  Some 
of  you  may  have  some  items  there  or 


something.  My  good  friend,  Bishop 
Hopkins. 

BISHOP  JOHN  L.  HOPKINS  (Minne- 
sota Area);  Personal  privilege  before  I 
bring  the  benediction  is  that  as  you  elect 
your  bishops  during  your  jurisdictional 
conferences,  the  episcopal  band  could 
use  a  saxophone  player. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  They  could  use 
more  than  that,  but  not.... 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  HOPKINS:  When  we  came 
here  we  said  that  Christian 
conferencing  was  a  means  of  grace  and 
if  you  look  around  it  certainly  has. 
We're  going  to  miss  this  gathering 
when  we  leave,  believe  it  or  not.  We're 
also  been  reconciled  to  God  through  Je- 
sus Christ  and  there's  some  reconciling 
that  perhaps  need  to  take  place  among 
us  before  we  leave.  We  have  two  breaks 
for  a  meal.  So  as  I  give  the  closing  bene- 
diction, I  would  like  you  to  look  around 
and  think,  is  there  anyone  here  I  need  to 
be  reconciled  with  before  I  leave  this 
place?  And  use  the  time  that  we  have 
remaining  that  we  might  deal  with  that 
personal  inner  commitment  that  we 
have  to  follow  Jesus  Christ  and  be  rec- 
onciled to  one  another.  Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  you  have  been  so  good  to  us. 
Your  blessings  have  flowed  to  us  before 
we  arrived,  during  this  place  and  will 
continue  to  go  with  us  and  we  give  you 
thanks  for  the  means  of  grace  and 
which  as  we  come  together  as  your  peo- 
ple, your  Spirit  flows  among  us.  We're 
mindful  this  day  are  those  who  have 
suffered  great  destruction  where  they 
live  from  natural  disasters  or  from  war- 
fare. We  ask  your  blessings  and  prayers 
upon  the  people  of  Iowa  who  are  recov- 
ering this  day  from  the  tornado  disas- 
ter. Refresh  us  during  this  mealtime. 
Let  this  be  an  opportunity  to  be  recon- 
ciled with  one  another  that  we  might  re- 
flect your  love  for  us.  And  may  that 
deep  peace  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  go 
with  us.  Amen. 

BISHOP  FANNIN:  You  are  ad- 
journed till  2:30. 

Friday  Afternoon 
May  12,  2000 


(Bishop  Woodrow  }  Heam,  presiding) 

(Music,  Singing,  led  by  Cynthia  Wilson; 

Hymn  698,  "God  of  the  Ages";  "Masiti 

Amen,"  from  Global  Praise  I) 

BISHOP  J.  WOODROW  HEARN 
(Houston):  I  want  to  recognize  MoUie 
Stewart,  who  is  with  the  Commission 
on  General  Conference.  MoUie,  where 
are  you?  Thank  you.  Chair  of  the  com- 
mission. Mollie? 

MOLLIE  STEWART  (North  Ala- 
bama):Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Podium  micro- 
phone, please. 

STEWART:  Thank  you.  Bishop,  to  the 
Conference.  It  is  my  great  honor  and 
pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  now,  from 
the  East  Ohio  Conference  and  the  Host 
Committee,  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ken 
Chalker,  who  will  now  introduce  his 
team. 

(Applause) 

East  Ohio  Conference  Host  Committee 
Recognized 

KENNETH  CHALKER  (East  Ohio): 
Thank  you,  conference  delegates,  it  has 
been  a  great  privilege  to  be  the  chair  of 
the  Host  Committee,  and  we  are  com- 
ing to  the  close,  thank  goodness,  of  a 
seven-year  effort.  I  am  deeply  indebted 
to  Bishop  Boulton  and  Bishop  Keaton 
for  allowring  me  the  opportunity  to 
have  this  privilege  and  certainly  also  to 
extend  my  great  appreciation  to  our 
Cleveland  district  superintendent,  Jul- 
ius Trimble. 

This  effort  that  we  have  been  putting 
before  you  for  the  past  two  weeks  could 
not  have  been  possible  without  a  tre- 
mendous amount  of  effort  and  enthusi- 
astic volunteering.  And  I — we  created 
in  East  Ohio  a  27-division  Host  Com- 
mittee that  carried  forth  everything 
from  transportation  issues  to  hosting 
first-aid  here  in  this  hall,  to  all  kinds  of 
concerns  relative  to  the  bishops'  recep>- 
tion  and  the  wonderful  evening  we  had 
at  Severance  Hall.  And  I  would  like  to 
ask  if  the  division  chairjjersons  of  my 
Host  Committee  would  stand  . . .  those 
that  are  here. 

(Applause) 

Many  of  the  persons  that  have  been 
involved  in  this  effort  have,  like  Elvis, 
left  the  building,  and  had  responsibili- 
ties for  earlier  parts  of  the  program  in 
the  time  together,  and  I  am  so  deeply  in- 
debted to  all  of  them.  None  of  this 
would  have  been  possible  also  without 
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the  wonderful  suppwrt  of  the  Commis- 
sion of  General  Conference,  and  cer- 
tainly the  super  leadership  of  Mollie 
Stewart  and  Gary  Bowen.  It  also  would 
not  have  been  possible  without  many, 
many  thousands  of  East  Ohio  volun- 
teers, that  among  other  things  prepared 
for  all  of  us  over  one-quarter  million 
cookies. 

(Applause) 

And  present  with  us  today  is  the 
Youngstown  District  that's  hosting  us 
and  many  of  the  volunteers  that  are  in 
the  room,  who  represent  the  literally 
thousands  and  thousands  of  people  in 
East  Ohio  who  have  prepared  for  your 
coming,  all  of  our  coming,  and  I  would 
like  for  all  of  my  great  volunteers  to 
stand  and  be  recognized. 

(Applause.  Cheers) 

We  had  a  number  of  goals  as  a  Host 
Committee,  one  of  which  was  that  you 
would  know  something  of  the  gener- 
ous and  wonderful  suppwrt  of  East 
Ohio  hospitality.  And  I  am  so  grateful 
to  all  of  these  folks  who  have  made  that 
possible.  We  also  very  much  wanted 
you  to  have  a,  for  many  of  you,  a  differ- 
ent opinion  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  And 
many  of  you  have  that  now,  and  I  am 
grateful. 

(Applause) 

And  finally,  I  know  that  many  of  you 
have  expressed — today,  particu- 
larly— that  it  is  indeed  your  deep  desire 
to  go  home.  And  we  would  like  to  do  all 
that  we  can  to  facilitate  your  desire. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Dr.  Chalker,  I  think 
that  the  response  of  this  Conference  has 
indicated  to  you  and  to  all  of  those  who 
have  worked  with  you  our  deep  appre- 
ciation for  the  hospitality  that  we  have 
received  here,  and  all  of  us  will  remem- 
ber fondly  our  experience  of  having  the 
opportunity  to  have  the  General  Con- 
ference in  the  year  2000  in  Cleveland. 

This  morning  when  you  adopted  the 
calendar  for  today,  you  indicated  by 
your  action  that  this  afternoon's  session 
would  first  be  devoted  to  the  report  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  the  Ad- 
ministration. This  is  according  to  Rule 
No.  5  in  the  Organization  of  the  Confer- 
ence. This  council  makes  the  report  di- 
rectly to  the  session  of  the  General 
Conference.  This  afternoon  I'm,  I'm  so 
amazed,  I'm  actually  in  awe  myself,  be- 
cause for  twenty-two  years  of  his  ca- 
reer, my  father  was  the  treasurer  of  the 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  And  so 
our  house  had  a  lot  of  inner  involve- 
ment with  the  councils  on  finance  and 
administration.  All  of  the  fifty  years  of 
my  ministry,  I've  had  council  on  fi- 
nance and  administration  connections 
in  our  family  and  in  my  work.  I  think, 
this  afternoon,  that  I'm  feeling  a  pres- 
ence. I  think  my  daddy  has  gotten  to- 
gether a  bunch  of  his  saint  buddies  up 
in  the  heavenly  places  and  said  to  them 
this  afternoon,  "My  son's  going  to  pre- 
side over  the  session  of  the  General 
Conference  considering  the  GCFA  re- 
port." Now,  I  want  to  ask  you  to  be  as 
helpful  to  this  bishop  in  the  chair  as  you 
can  so  that  this  afternoon  when  we  are 
finished,  my  daddy  will  turn  to  his 
saintly  buddies  and  say,  "Ol'  boy  did 
pretty  good,  didn't  he?"  So  you  help 
me,  okay? 

(Laugher,  Applause) 

So  I'm  apf)ealing  to  you  to  help  me  in 
that  spirit. 

I'm  going  to  turn  now  to  the  report 
that  is  to  be  given,  but  before  I  do  that, 
let  me  make  a  few  observations.  Fist  of 
all,  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  is  going  to  present  its 
report  in  total,  so  that  we  have  all  of  the 
information  about  the  report  before  us. 
This  will  prevent  us  from  asking  ques- 
tions about  "how  does  this  part  add  up 
to  that  part";  until  we  have  the  whole 
process  before  us,  we'll  not  be  able  to 
answer  those  questions  anyway.  So 
their  report  will  be  presented  to  us  in  to- 
tal. 

Then  we  are  aware  that  some  of  you, 
in  your  legislative  committees,  have 
taken  action  and  are  making  recom- 
mendations to  the  General  Conference 
that  certain  things  be  done  that  are  dif- 
ferent in  a  financial  way  from  what  is 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion. 1  am  asking  that  the  legislative 
committee  chairs  be  available  to  pres- 
ent to  us  any  item  that  your  committee 
has  taken  that  affects  the  GCFA  report 
at  the  time  that  we  will  be  taking  action 
u  pon  this  report.  And  the  action  of  your 
legislative  committee  will  be  handled 
as  an  amendment  to  the  GCFA  repwrt. 
I'm  aware  too  that  in  some  cases  there 
are  mmority  reports  that  are  coming 
out  of  the  legislative  committees  that 
also  relate  to  the  GCFA  report.  If  the 
legislative  chairperson  will  be  sensitive 
as  we  arc  moving  along  and  inform  me 
at  a  proper  point  when  wc  are  in  the  ac- 
tion process  that  there  is  a  minority  re- 
port that  the  house  needs  to  hear,  we 


will  hear  it  at  that  time  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report  which  is  being 
brought  to  us  by  the  Council  on  Fitunce 
and  Administration. 

What  this  means  of  course  is,  that  we 
will  use  the  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion's refwrt  as  the  backbone  or  the 
foundation  upon  which  we  will  do  our 
discussion  and  decision  making  this  af- 
ternoon, amending  it  wherever  it  seems 
appropriate  to  do  so,  and  we  will  move 
forward  in  that  fashion.  I  want  to  tell 
also  the  house  that  this  is  the  item 
which  you,  by  your  own  action,  have 
established  as  the  subject  for  this  after- 
noon's business,  and  we  will  not  do  any 
other  business  until  we  have  moved 
through  the  report  for  the  GCFA. 

I'm  going  to  call  now  on  Bishop 
Looney  who  is  the  president  of  the 
GCFA  to  make  introduction  of  this  re- 
port and  to  present  those  other  people 
who  will  assist  in  presenting  it  to  the 
Conference.  Bishop  Looney,  welcome. 

BISHOP  RICHARD  C.  LOONEY 
(South  Georgia):  We  ask  first  for  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  in  order  to  distrib- 
ute one  sheet  of  paper  that  was 
necessitated  by  your  action,  just  before 
lunch. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  If  you  will  suspend 
the  rules  for  this  distribution  being 
made,  vote  when  the  light  appwars. 
[Yes.  791;  No,  8}  I'm  going  to  interpret 
that  as  a  vote  to  suspend  the  rules  and 
also  to  authorize  the  distribution  of  the 
material. 

GCFi4  dues  Final  Report 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  It's  a  joy  to  bring 
to  you  this  report  this  afternoon.  I 
would  like  to  begin  by  thanking  you  for 
your  marvelous  response  to  a  rather 
risky  action  we  took  four  years  ago.  In 
responding  to  the  plea  of  annual  con- 
ferences for  some  breathing  room  so 
they  could  do  a  better  job  on  paying  the 
apportionments  you  have  increased  the 
percentage  of  payments  in  each  year  of 
this  quadrennium  and  it  looks  like 
you're  on  the  way  to  doing  it  in  the 
fourth.  This  has  made  available  to  the 
agencies  of  the  general  church,  several 
million  dollars  that  was  not  antici- 
pated. So  we  thank  you  for  that  good 
work. 

Now  I  might  add,  that  we  have  tried 
to  follow  something  of  the  same  philos- 
ophy in  this  year.  You  have  been  ex- 
cited about  many  ministries  and  you 
have  complicated  that  work.  But  we 
think  our  staff  and  directors  have 
worked,  I've  started  to  say,  a  minor 


2430 


May  13.  2000 


miracle  but,  I  will  say,  a  major  miracle, 
in  bringing  you  a  budget  that  incorpo- 
rates a  good  bit  of  what  you  have  been 
enthusiastic  about  and  at  the  same  time 
some  care  in  the  percentage  of  increase. 
You  may  want  to  look  on  page  325  in 
the  AdiKiiice  DCA.  You  will  find  a  copy 
there  of  the  budget  originally  presented 
and  then  there  are  adjustments  to  the 
2000  budget  on  page  324  as  explained. 
There's  some  shift  from  prior  claims  on 
ratio  funding  for  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  and  more  on  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

1  would  also  like  to  thank  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  agencies 
for  the  marvelous  cooperation  we  have 
had  in  the  whole  budget-setting  pro- 
cess and  that  has  continued  here  as  we 
have  sought  to  negotiate  a  reasonable 
budget  and  some  wonderful  exciting 
dreams.  All  of  us  have  found  it  difficu. ; 
to  deal  with  items  that  come  from  the 
floor.  We  have  tried  to  provide  guide- 
lines for  many  things  that  were  coming 
and  we  were  grateful  to  those  who  pro- 
vided that,  that  gives  us  some  sense  of 
accountability  in  the  process. 

I'd  like  to  introduce  now  the  council 
members  who  will  be  making  reports. 
We  will  just  do  that  in  sequence  with- 
out introducing  people  each  time. 
Cashar  Evans,  lay  delegate  from  the 
North  Carolina  Conference,  and  if  you 
all  will  either  just  stand  or  wave.  Dr. 
Aaron  Black  Sr.,  clergy  delegate  from 
the  Nebraska  Conference;  Rev.  Dr.  Eu- 
gene Matthews,  clergy  delegate  from 
the  Baltimore  Washington  Conference; 
Marilyn  Lloyd,  lay  delegate  from  the 
Little  Rock  Conference;  Tracy  Merrick, 
a  reserve  lay  delegate  from  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference;  Patricia 
Hinker,  district  superintendent  from 
the  Minnesota  Conference;  Gayle  Scott, 
conference  treasurer  in  the  Wyoming 
Conference;  and  Bishop  Don  Ott  from 
the  Michigan  area.  Four  of  these  per- 
sons are  not  delegates  to  this  General 
Conference  and  therefore.  Bishop 
Hearn,  I  ask  permission  of  this  body, 
for  these  persons  to  be  granted  the  priv- 
ilege of  appearing  on  the  platform. 
Merrick,  Hinker,  Scott,  Bishop  Ott,  and 
possibly  Bishop  Norris  if  we  go  too 
long. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Any  objections  in 
the  house  these  persons  participating  in 
the  presentations?  I  hear  none;  they  are 
welcome. 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  As  has  been  men- 
tioned, we  have  requested  the  privilege 
of  going  through  the  first  seven  reports 


and  then  report  17,  (see  p.  2362)  so  you 
can  get  the  larger  picture.  To  quote  a  fa- 
mous American  of  whom  the  director 
of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  will  be  familiar,  "This 
is  a  beautiful  glass  mosaic  and  you  need 
to  see  the  whole  picture  before  you  start 
picking  it  apart,"  and  you  will  certainly 
have  the  privilege  of  doing  that.  But  we 
hope  you  know  that  as  you  pick  one 
part  you  need  to  prop  up  the  other.  So 
we  will  do  this  in  a  cooperative  and 
consultative  spirit.  Thank  you  for  your 
attention  and  thank  you  for  all  you 
have  done  and  will  do  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you.  Bishop 
Looney.  Cashar  Evans,  I  believe,  is  to  be 
the  next  presenter. 

Presentation  of  Revised  Budget  Summary 

CASHAR  W.  EVANS  (North 
Carolina):  Bishop  Hearn  and  fellow 
delegates,  the  original  World  Service 
Fund  report  is  found  on  pages  326  to 
329  of  the  red  Advance  DCA.  The  re- 
vised budget  summary  is  a  table  found 
on  page  2290  of  this  morning's  daily 
DCA.  Please  note  the  following:  World 
Service  is  God's  people  reaching  out  in 
love  and  compassion  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  It  represents  a  call  and  a  chal- 
lenge to  each  United  Methodist.  The 
United  States  has  experienced  a  period 
of  economic  growth  and  prosperity  ri- 
valing any  in  our  history.  Christian 
stewardship  calls  us  to  share  our  per- 
sonal success  in  works  of  mission  and 
ministry  to  those  in  need  in  our  own 
country  and  throughout  the  world. 
World  Service  is  a  way  for  each  of  us  to 
extend  our  acts  of  ministry  beyond  the 
confines  of  our  local  communities 
through  our  connectional  church. 
GCFA  is  committed  to  raising  more 
dollars  for  mission  and  ministry.  We've 
heard  the  messages  from  the  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences  about 
the  desire  to  close  the  gap  between  ap- 
portionments and  actual  receipts.  The 
past  four  years  have  seen  an  increasing 
number  of  conferences  paying  their  ap- 
portionments in  full,  thereby  causing 
the  actual  level  of  receipts  to  rise.  When 
we  last  met  in  1996,  six  annual  confer- 
ences were  paying  100%  of  their  appor- 
tionments. Today,  17  annual 
conferences  are  paying  100%. 

(Applause) 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  last 
Monday's  daily  DCA  on  pages  1946 
and  1947.  Receipts  to  date,  this  year,  for 
the     apportioned     funds     are     up 


$1,000,000  over  1999.  And  47  annual 
conferences  have  experienced  in- 
creased receipts  to  date  this  year  as 
compared  to  last  year.  In  addition,  the 
collection  rate  on  the  World  Service 
Fund  over  the  past  quadrennium  has 
increased  from  89%  in  1997  to  91%  in 
1 999.  One  of  the  most  exciting  examples 
of  this  commitment  to  supporting  mis- 
sion and  mirustry  is  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  Foundation  started  by 
GCFA  this  quadrennium.  If  I  might  di- 
gress just  a  moment,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  Foundation  is  now  approach- 
ing $1.5  billion  in  assets  and  they  fund 
almost  50%  of  their  mission  work  from 
that  foundation.  I  request  a  moment  of 
personal  privilege  to  ask  for  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tributing a  brochure  on  the  United 
Methodist  Church  Foundation  at  the 
next  break. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  The  house  is  in- 
forming us  that  you  already  have  the 
brochure.  Shame  on  those  that  passed  it 
out  before  you  told  them  to.  I  believe 
they  already  have  it,  Cashar.  Does  ev- 
eryone have  that  brochure?  Some  do 
not  have  it.  I  don't  believe  there's  any 
objection  in  house  for  it  to  be  passed  out 
to  the  other  delegates,  is  there?  All 
right. 

Growth  in  Agency  Reserve  Funds 
Discussed 

EVANS:  Thank  you.  GCFA  and  the 
several  agencies  have  also  begun  the 
process  of  analyzing  how  the  growth  in 
reserve  levels,  due  to  the  bouyant  stock 
market,  can  be  used  in  funding  some  of 
their  program  needs.  Please  note,  that 
there  was  a  change  in  accounting  stan- 
dards in  1996  that  caused  assets  to  be 
shown  at  market  value,  rather  than 
original  or  book  value  leading  to  a  sig- 
nificant increase  in  the  magnitude  in 
the  numbers  on  the  statement  of  finan- 
cial position.  This  budget  continues  the 
pattern  adopted  in  1996  of  controlling 
the  growth  of  the  budget  in  the  belief 
that  local  churches  and  annual  confer- 
ences will  continue  to  strive  to  pay  their 
apportionments  in  full  as  they  are  able. 
This  report  summarizes  the  areas  of 
mission  and  ministry  directly  sup- 
ported by  the  World  Service  budget. 
The  general  agencies  have  each  de- 
tailed their  work  elsewhere  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA  in  their  individual  reports 
given  to  you,  the  General  Conference. 
This  budget  was  developed  by  a  con- 
sultative process  involving  representa- 
tives of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries    and    GCFA,    along    with 
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agency  presidents,  general  secretaries, 
and  some  members  of  all  the  general 
agencies.  By  sharing  their  visions  at  this 
common  table,  visions  that  they  feel 
they  were  called  to  pursue,  we  were 
able  collectively  to  seek  a  balance  be- 
tween the  total  resources  likely  to  be 
available  and  the  overall  work  that 
could  be  accomplished.  There  may  be 
always  more  work  than  resources  can 
do,  but  this  budget  represents  a  reason- 
able attempt  at  using  well  what  we  do 
have.  There  was  one  significant  new  as- 
pect to  this  budget  as  originally  pre- 
sented. It  contained  a  line  item  for 
innovative  and  emerging  ministries. 
This  money  was  set  aside  as  a  starting 
point  in  funding  the  many  unfunded 
proposals  that  were  offered  for  consid- 
eration at  this  General  Conference  out- 
side the  budgets  of  the  general 
agencies.  GCFA  developed  guidelines 
and  procedures  for  each  of  those  pro- 
posals to  be  considered  with  a  compa- 
rable set  of  financial  and  programmatic 
information.  This  information  has 
aided  GCFA  as  it  considered  how  to 
fund  those  items  that  the  General  Con- 
ference has  decided  should  be  included 
in  the  work  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  this  quadrennium.  The  report 
on  all  those  items  is  number  1 7  that  was 
distributed  to  you  earlier  this  morning 
and  will  be  presented  to  you  shortly. 
We  believe  this  budget  represents  a 
good  and  reasonable  goal  for  our 
church  to  pursue  during  the  next  years. 
It  will  allow  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  continue  its  long  history  of 
mission  and  ministry  to  the  world.  I 
present  it  to  you  for  your  heartfelt  and 
prayerful  consideration  and  for  your 
approval.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you, 
Cashar.  We  will  now  turn  to,  I  believe 
Aaron  Black  is  the  next  pjerson.  If  those 
of  you  who  are  presenters  if  you  would 
just  come  on  forward.  When  one  is  fin- 
ished, we'll  save  a  little  time.  Dr.  Black? 

Report  ofMinislrtal  Education  Fund 

AARON  D.  BLACK,  SR  (Nebraska): 
Thank  you.  Bishop  Heam.  Members  of 
the  General  Conference.  GCFA  Report 
No.  2,  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund, 
is  found  on  pp.  330  and  331  in  your  red 
Advance  DCA.  The  Ministerial  Educa- 
tion Fund  was  established  by  action  of 
the  1 968  General  Conference  as  a  means 
of  engaging  the  total  membership  of 
our  Church  in  the  recruitment,  enlist- 
ment, training  and  equipping  of  clergy 
and  lay  persons  for  ministry.  The  fund 
supports  undergraduate  and  seminary 


education.  It  supp)orts  local  pastor 
courses  of  study,  continuing  education, 
and  other  programs  that  strengthen  the 
ministry  of  our  Church  at  every  level. 

Realizing  the  declining  number  of 
persons  coming  into  annual  conference 
membership  who  are  United  Methodist 
seminary  graduates,  the  declining  sup- 
port in  other  means  and  in  other  ways, 
that  have  led  to  a  reduced  support  of 
United  Methodist  seminary  budgets, 
and  the  corresponding  increase  in  stu- 
dent indebtedness,  the  need  for  this 
fund  becomes  greater  and  greater.  The 
reality  is,  that  in  order  for  this  fund  to 
render  its  best  support  to  the  process  of 
educating  our  church  leadership,  the 
church  must  move  toward  the  payment 
of  100  percent  of  this  fund.  If  we  con- 
tinue to  demand  nothing  but  the  high- 
est quality  of  leadership  in  our  church, 
we  then  must  be  willing  to  share  in  that 
cost.  With  these  thoughts  in  mind,  this 
report,  along  with  all  of  its  recommen- 
dations, is  being  brought  to  you  for 
your  prayerful  consideration  and  sup- 
port. 

Report  of  Black  College  Fund 

Report  No.  3,  the  Black  College  Fund, 
follows  on  pp.  331  and  332  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA.  Before  I  begin  this  report, 
allow  me  a  bit  of  f>ersonal  testimony. 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Yes. 

BLACK:  I  am  a  proud  graduate  of 
Huston-Tillotson  College,  one  of  the  in- 
stitutions supported  by  the  Black  Col- 
lege Fund.  I  proudly  display  that 
degree  among  my  other  degrees  on  the 
wall  in  my  office.  In  fact,  my  other  de- 
grees are  clustered  around  my 
Huston-Tillotson  degree  because  H-T, 
as  we  so  fondly  refer  to  it,  was  where  it 
all  started  for  me.  And  there  are  thou- 
sands of  other  proud  graduates  of 
United  Methodist-related  Black  col- 
leges who  have  been  enabled  by  their 
experiences  in  those  institutions  who 
are  making  significant  contributions  to 
both  our  church  and  our  world.  The 
Black  College  Fund  was  established  by 
the  1972  General  Conference  to  marshal 
financial  support  for  institutions  of 
higher  education,  which  are  related  to 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  which  have  historically 
served  the  educational  needs  of  not 
only  African-American  students  but 
others  as  well.  I  am  happy  to  report 
that,  as  a  result  of  discussions  coming 
out  of  the  funding  task  force  that  I  chair. 


a  recommendation  was  made  to  the 
GBHEM  Board  to  establish  an  endow- 
ment for  these  institutions.  In  this  re- 
gard, a  resolution  submitted  jointly  by 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  enti- 
tled Resolution  on  Endowment  Fund 
for  the  Historically  Black  Colleges  and 
Universities  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  brought  before  you  for 
approval  at  a  later  time. 

And  finally.  Report  No.  4,  Africa  Uni- 
versity, follows  on  pp.  333  and  334  of 
your  red  Advance  DCA. 

Report  on  African  University 

Let  me  say  that  I  had  an  opportunity 
to  visit  Africa  University  this  p>ast 
March,  and  I  came  away  from  that  ex- 
jjerience  with  a  greater  appreciation  of 
our  world-wide  connection  than  ever 
before.  To  see  where  that  university  has 
come  since  its  approval  by  the  1988 
General  Conference,  makes  me  even 
more  proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist. 
(Applause)  In  my  opinion,  Africa  Uni- 
versity, if  not  the  most  profound,  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  profound 
achievements  of  United  Methodism  in 
the  last  one  hundred  years.  It  is  a  real 
jewel  in  the  history  of  our  Church. 

May  1  refer  you,  now,  to  the  printed 
report  and  suggest  that  we  need  to  take 
a  serious  look  at  what  our  next  stejjs 
ought  to  be  regarding  this  institution. 
The  initial  S10  million  allocated  as 
start-up  money  for  Africa  University 
has  been  well  spent.  In  fact,  the  Univer- 
sity is  currently  debt-free.  However, 
operating  in  an  economy  with  a  72  per- 
cent inflation  rate,  a  50  percent  unem- 
ployment rate,  has  put  tremendous 
burden  on  the  University  budget. 
Hence,  I  bring  this  report  and  all  of  its 
recommendations  before  you,  asking 
you  for  your  continued  support  in  or- 
der that  we  can  take  this  institution  to 
the  next  level.  The  dollars  we  have  allo- 
cated to  this  fjoint  offer  a  deposit  on  the 
future  of  higher  education  on  the  Afri- 
can continent.  I  don't  know  about  you, 
but  1  surely  can  attest  to  the  fact  that 
what  has  happened  at  Africa  Univer- 
sity is  just  the  beginning.  For  that  great 
institution,  my  friends,  with  our  contin- 
ued support,  the  best  is  yet  to  come. 

(Applause) 

In  closing,  let  me  urge  that  in  all  three 
of  these  reports,  you  consider  not  so 
much  the  dollars  involved,  but  the  level 
and  the  amount  of  work  that  these  re- 
ports represent.  They  all  represent  sig- 
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nificant  segments  of  who  we  are  as  a 
people  called  United  Methodists.  I 
commend  them  to  you  now  for  your 
prayerful  consideration,  your  support 
and  your  caring.  Thank  you,  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you.  Dr. 
Black.  {Applause)  Mr.  Eugene 
Matthews. 

Episcopal  Fund  Rqjort 

EUGENE  MATTHEWS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Bishop  Hearn  and 
fellow  delegates,  I  bring  to  you  the 
Episcopal  Fund  Report  which  is  Report 
No.  5  found  on  pp.  335  through  340  of 
the  red  Adiwice  DCA  and  in  today's 
DCA,  you  find  the  budget  item  on  2289. 
As  you  may  very  well  know,  the  bish- 
ops' expenses  are  not  a  part  of  the  an- 
nual conference  budget,  and  Report 
No.  5  outlines  of  support  of  bishops 
provided  by  the  Episcopal  Fund.  There 
are  several  important  changes  that  are 
being  recommended  for  the  new  qua- 
drennium.  I  would  like  to  start  to  say  to 
you  as  a  result  of  our  actions  here,  the 
last  several  days,  there  have  been  at 
least  three  other  items  that  have  been 
added  to  the  budget.  Number  one  has 
been  the  increase  in  the  CPP,  which  has 
about  doubled  with  figures  around 
60,000  to  80,000  and  also  the  effective 
date  of  the  compensation  for  bishops, 
which  we  talked  about  last  evening, 
would  amount  to  close  to  200  addi- 
tional thousand  dollars  in  budget  [sic. 
200,001,  and  also  for  the  continuance,  or 
to  make  sure  that  there  is  the  tenth  epis- 
copal area  in  the  northeastern  jurisciic- 
tion,  bishop  to  be  elected,  which  adds 
$1  million  to  the  budget. 

First,  I  would  like  to  say,  in  order  to 
support  the  increasing  workload  of  our 
episcopal  leaders  for  the  coming  qua- 
drennium,  we  propose  a  $1,000  yearly 
increase  in  office  budget  to  bring  the 
annual  budget  to  $56,000  in  2001. 

Secondly,  we  are  simplifying  the  pro- 
cedure for  the  purchase  of  office  equip- 
ment. Each  episcopal  office  will  have 
$12,000  over  the  full  quadrennium  for 
replacing  office  equipment  as  needed. 

Thirdly,  we  are  raising  the  maximum 
amount  paid  for  maintenance  of  the 
episcopal  residence  to  $20,000  each 
year  during  the  quadrennium. 

Fourthly,  as  we  become  more  and 
more  a  global  church,  one  of  the  largest 
increases  is  the  expense  of  international 
travel,  which  is  very  much  needed  and 
essential  for  our  continued  ministry. 

In  consideration  of  the  stewardship  of 
the  church's  dollars,  and  to  help  the 


bishops,  an  extra  day's  expenses  for 
layover  or  for  rest  at  the  end  of  the  trip 
will  be  reimbursed.  Air  travel  will  be 
reimbursed  at  economy  class  rates.  This 
change  brings  about  the  episcopal  pol- 
icy in  uniformity  with  the  travel  poli- 
cies of  the  general  agency.  Lastly,  I 
would  like  to  say  that  in  order  to  ad- 
dress the  financial  needs  of  surviving 
spouses  of  our  bishops,  we  are  pleased 
to  propose  an  increase  of  pension  for 
surviving  spouses  from  70%  to  75%  of 
bishops'  pension  rate  for  the  pre-1982 
service  years.  This  reflects  the  trend  in 
annual  conferences  for  pastors'  surviv- 
ing spouses'  pensions.  Bishop,  these  are 
the  highlights  of  changes  in  Report  No. 
5  for  the  next  quadrenruum  and  I  com- 
mend this  report  to  the  conference  for 
their  support. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you  very 
much. 

Report  of  General  Administraion  Fund 

MARILYNN  LOYD  (Little  Rock): 
Bishop  Hearn  and  fellow  delegates  to 
the  2000  General  Conference.  Pages  341 
and  342  of  the  red  Advance  DCA  contain 
the  original  report  and  recommenda- 
tions of  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  in  regard  to  the 
General  Administration  Fund.  But  on 
p.  2291  of  this  morning's  daily  DCA, 
you  will  find  a  revised  summary  table 
that  reflects  changes  as  a  result  of  sev- 
eral actions  of  this  General  Conference. 
An  additional  revision  of  this  morn- 
ing's table  was  distributed  to  you  ear- 
lier to  reflect  GCFA's  recom- 
mendations on  several  items  that  were 
referred  to  us  subsequent  to  last  night's 
deadline  for  the  DCA.  As  the  most  re- 
cent revision  shows,  the  General  Con- 
ference section  of  the  General 
Admirustration  Fund  budget  would  be 
increased  by  $700,000  for  translation  of 
the  Advance  DCA.  The  significant 
changes  over  the  prior  quadrennium 
are  described  in  the  footnotes  to  the  ta- 
ble. And,  as  you  vidll  note  in  footnote 
No.  5,  two  items  of  an  ecumenical  order 
and/or  a  programmatic  nature  were 
moved  to  funds  that  were  more  consis- 
tent with  their  nature.  The  significant 
increase  in  the  budget  for  GCFA  is  pri- 
marily a  result  of  the  change  from  fixed 
admirustrative  charges  on  the  Ministe- 
rial Education,  Black  College,  and  Af- 
rica University  funds  to  on-ratio 
funding  in  this  fund.  GCFA  has  also 
added  staff  for  its  internal  audit  func- 
tion, and  that  was  created  as  a  result  of 
directions  from  the  1996  General  Con- 
ference. The  other  major  increase  in  the 
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General  Administration  Fund  budget  is 
for  the  cost  of  General  Conference,  in- 
cluding several  changes  that  are  related 
to  additional  translation  costs  that  you 
approved  this  week.  Not  only  are  the 
actual  costs  increasing,  but  the  reserves 
from  the  prior  years  have  been  ex- 
hausted in  funding  this  conference. 

I  would  like  to  continue.  Bishop 
Hearn,  with  the  presentation  of  the  In- 
terdenominational Cooperation  Fund, 
and  that  report  and  recommendation 
from  GCFA  appears  on  pages  342-344 
in  the  red  Advance  DCA. 

And  then  I  also  have  a  revised  sum 
mary  table  that  appears  on  p.  2292 
this  morning's  daily  DCA.  As  you  can 
see  from  this  report,  this  fund  provides 
the  basic  support  for  ecumenical  and 
inter-religious  organizations  partici- 
pated in  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Funding  for  the  World  Meth- 
odist Council  was  moved  here  from  the 
General  Administration  Fund  because 
the  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Inter-religious  Concerns  dis- 
ciplinary responsibilities  in  regard  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church  relation- 
ship and  funding  of  this  ecumenical  or- 
ganization. The  ever-changing  face  of 
the  worldwide  ecumenical  movement 
has  resulted  in  some  changes  to  the  cat- 
egories of  this  budget.  Those  changes  in 
this  budget,  in  conjunction  with  disci- 
plinary changes  relating  to  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
GCCUIC  in  evaluating  the  appropriate 
ecumenical  inter-religious  venues,  will 
provide  the  flexibility  to  adapt  to  any 
new  developments  that  come  about  in 
this  area.  This  budget  provides  for  a 
continuation  of  the  United  Methodist 
historic  strong  support  and  presence  in 
the  ecumenical  movement. 

Now,  the  original  budget  amounts 
were  developed  by  the  ChrisHan  Unity 
Commission,  in  consultation  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  your  review  and 
consideration  by  GCFA.  But  subse- 
quently a  minority  report  was  prepared 
in  the  Financial  Administration  Legis- 
lative Committee  after  that  committee 
reported  concurrence  with  the  original 
report.  The  revised  table  that  you  see 
before  you  on  p.  2292  represents  an 
agreement  reached  between  the  mak- 
ers of  the  minority  report  and  the  ecu- 
menical officer  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  representatives  of 
GCCUIC  on  revisions  to  the  original  re- 
port. This  is  my  report. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Bishop  Looney. 
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List  of  Referrals  to  GCFA 
by  General  Conferences 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  You  can  now  un- 
derstand why  it's  such  a  joy  to  work 
with  such  splendid  sisters  and  brothers 
on  GCFA.  If  you  would  turn  now  to 
2295  in  your  today's  DC  A  you  will  find 
here  listed,  including  the  extra  sheet 
passed  out,  23  referrals  to  GCFA.  As  I 
have  mentioned  earher,  one  of  our  diffi- 
culties is  in  having  some  standard  way 
to  deal  with  items  that  we  knew  were 
coming  but  had  not  yet  been  approved 
by  the  General  Conference.  And  this 
first  column  and  a  good  bit  of  the  sec- 
ond column  is  just  some  reporting  of 
our  understanding  about  how  the  way 
these  need  to  be  attached  to  general 
agencies.  And  you  will  see  how  that 
spells  out  in  the  23  itenns.  Let  me  just 
read  a  couple  of  sentences.  "This  year's 
total  value  of  these  proposals  was  S70 
milhon  over  13%  of  the  total  of  all  the 
apportioned  funds.  GCFA  asked  that 
the  adoption  of  this  rep)ort  serve  as  the 
confirmation  from  the  General  Confer- 
ence that  all  programs,  projects,  and 
initiatives  that  are  being  recommended 
for  continuation  beyond  the  current 
quadrennium  shall  be  included  within 
the  budgets  of  the  general  agencies 
which  have  provided  suppwrt,  fund- 
ing, and  encouragement  during  the 
current  quadrennium.  The  evaluation 
and  review  of  these  programs,  projects, 
and  initiatives  will  be  conducted  within 
the  disciplinary  requirements  for  the 
development  of  the  World  Service 
Fund  budget."  This  gives  us  an  orderly 
way,  and  hopefully  will  reduce  the 
number  of  referral  during  the  weeks  of 
General  Conference.  What  I  prop>ose  to 
do  would  just  have  you  look  at  each  of 
these — you  can  see  what  has  been  pro- 
pxjsed  and  you  can  see  GCFA's  recom- 
mendation. The  first  has  to  do  with  the 
Iglesia  Metodista  de  F*uerto  Rico  and 
the  recommendation  is  an  annu  il  allo- 
cation of  S300,000  in  2001,  $20C'  XX)  in 
2002,  and  SI  00,000  in  2003,  with  ^e  un- 
derstanding that  the  church  still  (ms  ac- 
cess to  funding  from  some  g-neral 
agencies. 

Item  2  is  to  continue  the  Initiative  on 
"Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for 
the  21"  Century."  You  see  the  p>etition, 
and  here  is  the  recommendation.  The 
funding  in  the  amount  of  $2,080,000 
will  be  allocated  as  shown  in  the  re- 
vised Report  No.  1  on  the  World  Service 
Fund,  an  increase  of  5770,000  over  the 
1997-2000  quadrennium. 


The  National  Plan  for  Hispjanic  Min- 
istry, we  recommend  550,000  be  allo- 
cated to  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  5110,000  to  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education,  and 
5630,000  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  as  shown  in  the  revised  Re- 
port. These  amounts  are  in  addition  to 
the  following  amounts  previously  in- 
cluded in  the  agency  budget  lines  m  Re- 
port No.l  in  the  Advance  DCA,  and  I 
won't  read  those.  The  total  for  this  pro- 
posal, 53,200,000. 

Continuation  of  the  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan,  we  reconunend 
that  565,000  be  allocated  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  line,  that  the 
amount  is  in  addition  to  the  51,075,000 
already  included  in  Report  No.  1 .  in  the 
Advance  DCA. 

The  Asian- American  Language  Min- 
istry Study,  we  recommend  that 
51,638,000  be  allocated  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  line  in  the  re- 
vised Report  No.l  on  the  World  Service 
Fund. 

Advancing  Korean- American  Minis- 
tries, we  recommend  that  52,885,000  be 
allocated  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  line  in  the  revised  Re- 
port No.l. 

Shared  Ministry  [sic.  Mission)  Focus 
on  Young  People,  we  recommend  that 
53,036,000  be  allocated  to  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  the  revised  Re- 
port No.l  for  the  World  Service  Fund. 

Number  8,  Communities  of  Shalom, 
we  recommend  that  5295,000  be  allo- 
cated to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  line.  This  is  in  addition  to  the 
5800,000  included  in  the  GBGM  line  in 
the  Advance  DCA. 

Number  9,  Comprehensive  Plan  for 
Older  Adult  Ministries,  recommends 
that  5450,000  be  allocated  to  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship  line  in  the  re- 
vised Rep>ort  No.  1  on  the  World  Service 
Fund. 

I  hop>e  you  understand  that  several  of 
these  simply  mean  that  the  additional 
funds  in  the  initiative  are  being  reallo- 
cated and  that  amount  increased  in  the 
World  Service  lines. 

Program  on  Substance  Abuse  and  Re- 
lated Violence,  we  recommend 
51,332,000  be  allocated  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  line  in  re- 
vised Report  No.  1 .  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  51336,000  already  included. 

The  National  Committee  on  Deaf 
Ministry,  we  recommend  that  $100,000 
be  allocated  to  the  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries,  as  shown,  and  an 
increase  of  549,000  over  the  amount 
budgeted  in  the  1997-2000  quadren- 
nium. 

Theological  Education  in  Europw,  we 
recommend  that  51,000,000  be  allo- 
cated to  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministries  as  shown  in 
the  revised  Report  No.l,  this  in  addi- 
Hon  to  the  52,000,000  included  for  this 
program  in  the  GBHEM  budget  line  in 
the  World  Service  Fund. 

Number  13,  Recycling  and  the  Use  of 
Recycled  Products,  we  recommend 
that  efforts  in  this  regard  continue  to  be 
pursued  where  economically  feasible 
without  a  specific  timeline,  and  that 
there's  a  report  of  what's  being  done  at 
this  point. 

Fourteen,  Igniting  Ministry  Media 
Campaign,  GCFA  recommends  that 
funding  of  520,000,000  be  provided  as 
shown  in  the  revised  Report  No.l  of  the 
World  Service  Fund  as  a  sub-line  enti- 
tled, titled  "Other  Ministries,  United 
Methodist  Communications,  Igniting 
Ministries." 

Fifteen,  National  United  Methodist 
Native  American  Center,  we  recom- 
mend that  funding  of  5500,000  be  pro- 
vided as  shown  in  the  revised  Report 
No.  1  on  the  World  Service  Fund. 

Translation  for  2004  General  Confer- 
ence, we  recommend  an  additional 
5580,000  be  added  to  the  General  Con- 
ference line  item  as  shown  in  the  Gen- 
eral Administration  Fund  budget. 

Change  Number  Formula  for  Gener.i! 
Conference  Delegates  to  Restore  Fair- 
ness and  Balance,  we  recommend  that 
560,000  be  added  to  the  General  C.  ^■ 
ference  line  item  in  the  General  Adm.a- 
istration  Fund  budget  in  the  reviit-d 
Report  No. 6. 

Pay  Equity  in  the  General  Agencies, 
we  recommend  that  funding  of  up  to 
5800,000  be  provided  for  the  imple- 
mentation of  the  Pay  Equity  recom- 
mendation. An  amount  of  5300,000  has 
been  added  to  the  General  Administra- 
tion Fund  budget,  and  the  remaining 
$500,000  will  come  from  GCFA's  on-ra- 
tio  allocations. 

The  Make  Africa  University  a  Prior- 
ity, we  recommend  that  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis- 
try continue  to  seek  funding  as  a  World 
Service  Sp>ecial  Gift  under  provisions  of 
[Paragraph!  813  of  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
with  a  goal  of  510,000,000  for  the  qua- 
drennium to  be  used  for  the  permanent 
endowment  funds. 
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The  Report  No.  4,  as  you  previously 
heard,  includes  $10,110,000  in  the  rec- 
ommended budget. 

This,  and  MEF,  and — what  was  the 
third  item? — will  be  increased,  simply 
because  they're  out  of  on-ra- 
tio — they're  off-ratio  items  now. 

Number  20,  Increase  Commission 
Membership  by  14,  GCFA  determined 
this  amended  petition  require  funding 
of  $64,000  and  recommends  that  this 
amount  be  provided  from  funds  al- 
ready provided  in  the  revised  [World) 
Service  Fund  Report  No.  1. 

And  now,  if  you'll  go  to  the  addi- 
tional sheet  you  received.  Number  21 
was  dealing  with  raising  money  for  the 
Russian  Seminary  and  Church  Growth. 
GCFA  recommends  that  a  $12,000,000 
goal  be  set  for  a  General  Advance  Spe- 
cial rather  than  the  $10,000,000  and 
$2,000,000  apportionment,  as  sug- 
gested. 

Number  22,  Continue  Restorative 
Justice  Ministries,  we  recommend  that 
this  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  funding  within  the 
amount  established  in  the  revised 
World  Service  Fund. 

And  Resolution  23  has  to  do  with 
Translation  and  Distribution  of  Mate- 
rials for  Delegates  of  the  Central  Con- 
ferences, and  we  recommend  the  total 
of  $700,000  be  added  to  the  General 
Conference  line  item  in  the  revised 
General  Administration  Fund  Budget 
Report  No.  6. 

If  you'd  like  to  look,  just  passed,  on 
page  2300,  this  gives  you  a  sort  of  run- 
ling  report  of  all  that  I've  read,  and  my 
pologies  for  that,  but  I  thought  you  de- 
-■rved  the  courtesy  of  having  an  expla- 
:  ation  of  what  was  being 
recommended.  Let  me  simply  say  that 
it  was  not  possible  within  the  con- 
straints we  felt  the  church  had  placed 
upon  us  on  to  fund  everything  at  full  re- 
quest. But  I  personally  feel  that  in  light 
of  all  that's  before  us,  the  staff  of  GCFA 
and  the  directors  have  done  a  remark- 
able job  in  bringing  a  budget  that's  just 
over  6%  increased.  That  means  four 
times  the  amount  for  2000,  and  that 
should  come  out  to  less  than  2%  a  year. 
So  with  this  general  overview,  we  will 
now  go  back  to  look  over  these  in  se- 
quence, and  we'll  hear  from  legislative 
committees  and  deal  with  the  minority 
reports  and  so  forth.  Thank  you,  Bishop 
Hearn. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you.  Bishop 
Looney 


(Applause) 

I'm  also  aware  of  the  fact  that  these 
few  pages  in  the  material  that  we've 
looked  at  represents  mission  and  min- 
istry in  thousands  of  different  ways  in 
many  places  in  the  world.  And  for  that 
we  rejoice  that  God  is  calling  and  using 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to  be  in 
service  and  ministry  in  so  many  differ- 
ent ways  to  so  many  people. 

Now,  if  the  committee  would  give  me 
some  help  as  to  how  they  would  like  for 
us  to  begin  to  process  the  GCFA  report 
we  will  start  moving  though  it.  Stan? 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):Bishop, 
I  am  prepared  to  lay  before  you  the  rec- 
ommendations of  the  Financial  Admin- 
istration committee  on  the  reports 
which  you've  just  heard. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Very  good,  if  you 
would  give  it  to  us  item  by  item,  and  af- 
ter Stan  has  made  a  description  of  this, 
I'll  ask  for  some  representative  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration to  point  out  to  us  how  this 
networks  into  the  recommendations  of 
the  council.  Stan? 

SAGER:  With  respect  to  Report  No.  1, 
World  Service,  the  committee  has  rec- 
ommended concurrence.  There  is, 
however,  a  minority  report,  which  I  un- 
derstand is  going  to  be  presented  by 
Don  Underwood  . . .  who  is  right  here. 
Don? 

Minority  Report  on  GCFA  Budget  Report 

DON  W.  UNDERWOOD  (North 
Texas):  Thank  you,  Stan,  and  thank 
you.  Bishop.  The  minority  report  writ- 
ten by  those  of  us  on  the  committee  was 
actually  in  response  to  a  vote  by  the 
committee  to  approve  the  original — 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Is  this  in  the  DCA7 

UNDERWOOD:  Yes,  DCA  Petition 
No.  30700,  page  2155,  Item  No.  1361. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right. 

UNDERWOOD:  1  mentioned  our  mi- 
nority report  was  written  in  response  to 
the  original  GCFA  budget,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  financial  legislative 
committee,  and  not  the  one  that  has 
been  amended  by  GCFA  this  morning, 
so  the  material  that  you  have  just  had 
presented  to  you  is  new  to  us  as  well. 

Our  minority  report  reads  like  this:  In 
the  World  Service  Fund  budget.  Ad- 
vance DCA  page  329,  increase  the  line 
item  allotted  to  Innovative  and 
Emerging  Ministries  by  $10,000,000,  to 
a  total  of  $26,330,000  by  directing  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 


tion to  reallocate  at  their  discretion  the 
amounts  allotted  to  other  line  items, 
thus  producing  the  same  bottom-line 
total.  We  offer  this  legislation  as  an  at- 
tempt at  compromise  between  those 
who  wanted  to  be  aggressive  in  fund- 
ing new  and  emerging  ministries  and 
those  who  wanted  to  keep  a  fiscally 
conservative  budget. 

Let  me  take  the  delegates  to  a  couple 
of  pieces  of  information.  If  you  will  find 
the  GCFA  report,  volume  3  . . . 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Don,  before  you  do 
that,  for  the  clarification  of  the  house, 
I'd  hke  for  you  to  stipulate  what  your 
motion  for  action  is  going  to  be,  so  that 
we'll  all  have  that  before  us,  since 
you've  indicated  that  this  does  not  ex- 
actly fit  in  with  what  has  been  pre- 
sented by  GCFA. 

UNDERWOOD:  Yes  sir,  well,  our 
motion  was  to,  our  minority  report  was 
in  response  to  the  Financial  Adminis- 
tration's committee  report,  which  was 
prior  to  the  report  which  was  pre- 
sented, has  been  presented  today. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  And  what  I'm 
pushing  you  to  do  is  to  give  us  your  ac- 
tion of  what  you  would  like  to  do  to 
modify  the  GCFA  report  as  it  has  now 
been  presented,  and  not  as  it  was  origi- 
nally. 

UNDERWOOD:  Be  glad  to.  My  re- 
port, what  we  asked  to  do  is  to  provide 
another  $10,000,000  for  new  and 
emerging  ministries,  which  would 
have  expanded  new  and  emerging 
ministries  considerably,  and  to  be  ag- 
gressive in  using  fund  balances  to  do 
that.  If  I  understand  the  World  Service 
budget  as  it  has  been  presented  today, 
GCFA  is  actually  being — we  felt  like 
our  proposal  was  modest — and  if  I  un-  j 
der'  tand  the  proposal,  GCFA  has  been  | 
agg  essive,  much  more  aggressive  than 
we  vere,  and  has  found  $28  million  in, 
act!  illy  reallocated  $28  million  rather 
tha  the  $10  million.  We  would  like  to 
ace  H  that  part  of  the  work  of  the 
GC  \,  but  in  a  compromise  to  enable  J 
us  maintain  a  fiscally  conservative  1 
bi'  ,?t,  the  original  budget,  we  would 
lik'.  ,o  maintain  the  0-0-1-2  bottom-line 
tot,;  I  originally  offered  by  the  Council 
on  Iiiiance and  Administration. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I  do  not  hear  you 
moving  to  amend  any  particular  part  of 
what  has  been  presented  by  the  GCFA. 
Don,  if  you  wish  to  do  that,  we'd  be 
glad  to  hear  it,  otherwise,  you  have  not 
presented  anything  that  this  house  is 
going  to  be  able  to  deal  with. 
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Minority  Rqyort  Seeks  to  Keep 
0-0-1-2  Budget 

UNDERWOOD:  Bishop,  if  you  think 
I  am  out  of  order,  I'll  be  glad  to  go  take 
my  seat.  1  think  that  we  are  offering  an 
amendment  to  what  has  been  offered. 
In  other  words,  the  S28  million  found 
by  GCFA  for  new  and  emerging  minis- 
tries of — we  accept  that,  but  we  wanted 
the  body  to  have  a  opportunity  to  vote 
on  a  more  conservative  budget,  0-0- 1  -2, 
that  would  require  GCFA  to  go  back 
and  reallocate.  And  if  it's  the  will  of  the 
body  to  live  with  the  6%  increase,  the 
6.1%  increase,  1  personally  would  find 
that  OK. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I  hear  you  making 
a  speech  concerning  the  presentation  of 
GCFA  rather  than  making  a  motion,  so 
at  this  f)oint  you  would  be  out  of  order, 
Don,  thank  you. 

UNDERWOOD:  Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I'll  turn  back  now 
to  Dan  Sager.  I  mean  to  Stan  Sager.  Stan. 

STAN  SAGER:  Regarding  Report 
Number  2  from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration.  The  com- 
mittee has  concurrence  referred  to  on 
p.2090  DC  A,  Calendar  Item  1 1 65.  There 
is  a  Minority  Repwrt  with  respect  to  that 
also.  It  will  be  presented  by  Bill  Couch. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Bill 
Couch.  Please  come  forward.  Page 
2090. 1  understand  the  item  we're  deal- 
ing with  is  1165. 

SAGER:  Bishop,  I  think  that  Bill 
Couch  has  explained  that  his  Minority 
Report  does  not  apply  here.  Let  me 
move  on  if  I  may. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Please  do. 

SAGER:  The  Black  College  Fund,  we 
concurred  with  that,  actually,  this 
morning  in  undue  haste.  And  that  was 
voted  on  as  concurrence,  I  believe.  I 
would  be  glad  to  lay  it  before  you,  just 
to  be  sure  that  it  has  been  addressed.  It's 
referred  to  on  p.  2090.  DCA  Calendar 
Item  1163.  Committee  has  voted  con- 
currence. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Is  there  any  differ- 
ence with  this  as  what  is  being  pre- 
sented by  GCFA? 

Proposed  Charge  in  Ministral  Education 
Fund  Formula 

SAGER:  We  resolved  the  difficulty 
that  I  had  here  with  Dr.  Couch.  The 
committee  voted  concurrence  with  the 
MEF,  p  2090  DCA.  Calendar  Item  1 165. 
However,  there  was  a  petition  which 
bore  directly  on  that.  It  is  reported  on  p. 


155  of  DCA.  Calendar  Item  1357.  There 
was  non-concurrence  with  that.  The  ef- 
fect of  that  petition.  Bishop,  would  be  to 
revise  the  MEF  formula.  And  it  is  my 
understanding  that  that  should  be  ad- 
dressed at  this  time,  because  the  bottom 
line  effect  would  be  to  revise  MEF  and 
to  treat  the  view  of  Mr.  Couch's  group 
as  directed  at  Ref)ort  Number  2,  MEF. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay,  if  you  will 
direct  us  to  where  this  is  found  in  the 
DCA,  so  that  all  of  us  can  have  it  before 
us. 

BILL  COUCH  (Northwest  Texas): 
The  page  number  is  2155.  Calendar 
Item  1357.  That's  2155,  Calendar  Item 
1357.  You  can  see  at  the  bottom  of  the 
paragraph  there,  that  the  committee 
recommends  non-concurrence  with  the 
minority  submitting  a  repon,  and  you 
can  best  see  the  changes,  I  believe,  in 
this  by  turning  in  your  Advance  DCA  to 
p.  445,  petition  no.  301 10.  Page  445,  pe- 
tition no.  301 10.  With  regard  to  fsetition 
30110, 1  move  that  the  Minority  Report 
be  substituted  for  the  committee  report 
as  amended  as  follows.  You  see  in  the 
amending  of  paragraph  832.1  and  2  of 
the  total  money  raised  in  each  annual 
conference  for  the  Ministerial  Educa- 
tion Fund,  25  has  been  stricken,  now 
strike  50  and  replace  that  with  40  per- 
cent. And  in  no.  2,  of  the  total  money 
raised  in  each  annual  conference  for  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund,  you  see  75 
has  been  stricken,  now  strike  50,  and  re- 
place that  with  60.  What  this  does  is 
change  the  jjercentage  that  is  p>aid  to 
the  seminaries  at  60  percent  and  kept  in 
the  annual  conferences  at  40  fjercent, 
for  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund.  I 
move  the  substitution  of  this  motion. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  we  will 
use  this,  we  will  deal  with  this  as  an 
amendment  to  the  report,  so  that  we 
can  have  clarity.  You  understand  that 
the  difference  here  is  that  the  GCFA  is 
using  one  formula.  This  is  an  amend- 
ment to  the  GCFA  report  to  use  a  differ- 
ent formula.  It  is  now  before  us.  All 
right  I'll  start  down  here. 

ROBERTO  GOMEZ  (Rio  Grande):  I 
wish  to  speak  against  the  Minority  Re- 
port, Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  nght. 

GOMEZ:  I  support  the  present  for- 
mula, MEF  formula  for  75-25  percent. 
The  MEF  supports  the  Conference 
Course  of  Study  schools  where  local 
pastors  are  trained  The  biggest  single 
line  item  for  program  in  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  for  the  Course  of 
Study  schools.  The  nwjority  of  pastors 


in  the  Rio  Grande  conference  and  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Confer- 
ence are  trained  in  Cor\ference  Course 
of  Study  schools.  A  significant  number 
of  Hispanic  pastors  in  other  confer- 
ences are  also  trained  in  the  Conference 
Course  of  Study  schools.  A  growing 
number  of  second-career  p)ersons  are 
also  trained  in  the  CCOS.  Change  in  the 
MEF  formula  will  demand  additional 
tuition  on  the  part  of  local  pastors.  Most 
students  in  the  CCC>S  are  the  least  able 
to  pay  the  cost  of  the  religious  training 
required  by  the  Book  of  Discipline.  Please 
keep  the  present  MEF  formula  of  75-25 
fjercent. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Yes,  I  saw  a  yellow 
card  almost  in  the  back,  back  there.  To- 
wards the  middle  of  the.. well  it's  gone 
now.  So,  I'll  move  over  here.  There's  a 
pink  card  almost  in  the  back,  back 
there.  Yeah,  you  stand  up.  Thaf  s  good. 
Mike  no.  7. 

Funding  Level  for  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  Discussed 

PHIL  GRANGER  (North  Indiana):  I'd 
like  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the 
Minority  Repxsrt.  I'd  like  to  propose  the 
addition  of  a  new  paragraph,  821 .2C. 
The  wording  would  be:  "because  of  the 
United  Methodist  commitment  to 
strengthening  the  Black  church,  and 
due  to  our  long  standing  commitment 
to  leadership  development  within  the 
Black  church.  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  is  to  retain  at  least  it's  current 
level  of  funding,  and  also  receive  a  per- 
centage increase  in  funding  each  year 
equivalent  to  that  provided  for  the 
other  United  Methodist  seminaries."  If 
I  have  a  second,  I  would  like  to  speak  to 
that. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Is  there  a  second? 

GRANGER:  Many  of  us  have  a  spe- 
cial concern... 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Was  there  a  second 
in  the  house? 

HOUSE:  Yes. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  AU  right,  thank 
you. 

GRANGER:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Go  ahead. 

GRANGER:  Many  of  us  have  a  spe- 
cial concern  for  leadership  develop- 
ment within  the  ethnic  church,  and  the 
close  relationship  between  leadership 
development  and  the  strengthening  of 
the  Black  church.  Because  of  this,  this 
amendment  proNides  for  support  of 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  at  the 
present  dollar  amount,  to  be  adjusted 
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upward  by  the  same  percentage  as 
other  United  Methodist  Seminaries  in 
succeeding  years.  Special  allowance 
should  be  given  in  this  case  because  of 
the  special  place  that  Gammon  has  in 
providing  leadership  resources  to  our 
denomination  and  in  the  strengthening 
of  our  ethnic  church. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Secretary  needs 
your  name  again  for  the  record,  if  you 
would  please  give  it  to  us  at  mike  7. 

GRANGER:  Phil  Granger,  North  In- 
diana. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you,  Phil. 

SAGER:  Bishop? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Yes? 

SAGER:  We'll  accept  that  as  a 
friendly  amendment. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  The  committee 
would  like  to  accept  it  as  a  friendly 
amendment,  but  actually  that's  not 
parliamentarly  correct  to  do.  So  we 
won't  do  it.  The  green  card,  right  over 
here?  Green  card.  Mike  4. 

WILLIAM  HINES  (West  Ohio): 
Bishop  and  members  of  the  conference. 
Bishop,  is  it  in  order  to  rise  in  support  of 
the  minority  report? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  No.  The  amend- 
ment is  before  us  which  has  to  do  with 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary. 

HINES:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  The  yellow  card 
way  in  the  back  almost  on  the  aisle.  Go 
to  Mike  8,  please.  The  amendment  that 
is  before  us  is  the  one  which  would 
merit  special  specific  information  con- 
cerning Gammon,  the  Granger  amend- 
ment. 

LUCILLE  VANZANT  (Oklahoma): 
Thank  you.  Bishop  Hearn.  I  would  like 
for  this  conference  to  stand  with  me  for 
it  is  because  of  their  efforts  and  their 
concern  that  "Strengthen  the  Black 
Church"  has  been  as  successful  as  it  is. 
Gammon  has  been  a  leader  in  strength- 
ening the  Black  church.  Some  day  I 
hope  to  have  a  granddaughter  who 
might  be  a  minister  and  who  could  look 
back  on  these  times,  and  say  "Because 
of  the  concern  of  General  Conference  in 
2000,  I'm  able  to  become  a  minister  and 
to  be  able  to  serve  God's  people  in  all 
walks  of  life."  Will  the  General  Confer- 
ence stand  with  me,  please? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  We'll  see  in  just  a 
minute,  Lucille,  when  we  take  the  vote. 
We  had  two  sjjeeches  which  have  been 
for  it.  If  any  one  wishes  to  speak  against 
it,  I'll  recognize  you.  AH  right.  Back 


here.  This  needs  to  be  a  speech  against 
the  Granger  Amendment. 

FREDERICK  G.  OUTLAW  (Ala- 
bama-West Florida):  Graduate  of  Gam- 
mon Theological  Seminary,  President 
of  the  Gammon  Alumni  Association.  I 
come  with  somewhat  of  a  heavy  heart 
in  hearing  this  amendment  and  this  mi- 
nority report,  and  rise  to  speak  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  amendment  as  well  as  the 
minority  report.  Yes,  Gammon  Theo- 
logical Seminary  has  been  in  the  fore- 
front of  theological  education  for  all 
United  Methodists.  Since  1881,  Gam- 
mon Theological  Seminary  has  had  an 
open  policy.  In  1893,  the  first  white 
graduate,  Paul  Shillings,  received  his 
education  there.  We  are  one  of  13 
United  Methodist  seminaries  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  we 
would  want  the  continuation  of  the 
present  formula.  To  set  Gammon  out 
apart  at  this  point  in  the  life  of  this 
church  is  unnecessary  and  possibly 
may  be  unchristian.  We  think  or  we  ap 
preciate  the  concern  coming  from  the 
minority  report,  but  we  believe  that  if 
we  continue  the  present  formula,  this 
will  be  in  the  best  interests  of  all  the 
seminaries.  Most  of  these  seminaries  if 
we  move  this  formula  with  the  amend- 
ment, will  receive  a  two-third  reduc- 
tion in  their  budget.  Seventy  eight 
percent  of  Gammon's  budget,  yes,  does 
come  from  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund.  That  would  be  some  $860,  000 
lost.  But  to  now  set  Gammon  out  apart 
is  something  that  we  are  not  comfort- 
able with.  I  would  urge  defeat  of  the 
amendment  and  the  minority  report, 
and  the  support  of  the  committee's  re- 
port. Thank  you  very  much. 

Amendment  on  Minority  Report 
on  Ministerial  Education  Fund  Defeated 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  The 
amendment  is  the  item  that  is  before  us. 
Are  you  ready  to  vote?  If  would  express 
your  opinion  concerning  the  Granger 
Amendment,  you  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  It  has  been  defeated.  [Yes,  170, 
No,  1 70].  We  are  back  now  on  the  report 
which  is  contained  in  the  advance  DC  A 
changing  the  formula  figures  from  40  to 
40  and  60  in  the  two  categories.  OK.  The 
back  of  this  house  is  more  active  than 
the  front  of  this  house.  I'm  going  to  go 
to  the  orange  one  over  here  closer  to  the 
number  of  mike  8.  Mike  8. 

CARL  SCHENCK  (Missouri  East):  I 
was  a  member  of  the  Financial  Admin- 
istration Legislative  Committee,  and  I 
speak  against  the  minority  report.  We 
heard  a  good  deal  of  argument  and  I 


suspect  we  will  hear  on  the  floor,  but 
this  redistribution  of  the  formula 
would  assist  the  indebtedness  of  clergy 
coming  out  of  seminary  because  confer- 
ences would  have  more  money  to  give 
in  scholarships.  This  whole  line  of  argu- 
ment completely  misunderstands  the 
primary  purpose  of  the  Ministerial  Ed- 
ucation Fund  which  is  the  development 
and  the  strengthening  of  a  system  of  the 
finest  seminaries  in  the  land,  and  to 
take  away  significant  funding  from  our 
seminaries  not  only  reduces  the  quality 
of  United  Methodist  graduates  that  we 
would  have  because  their  training 
would  be  weakened,  but  it  also  cuts  the 
heart  out  of  things  like  the  Course  of 
Study  School,  research,  curriculum  de- 
velopment, and  a  host  of  other  services 
for  the  church  which  the  seminaries 
provide.  This  minority  report  is,  in  ef- 
fect, an  attack  upon  our  seminary  sys- 
tem, and  we  should  reject  it. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  That  is  a 
speech  against  it.  Let's  see  now.  I'm  go- 
ing to  come  here  to  the  pink.  Right  in 
here. 

GERALD  THURMAN  (North  Geor- 
gia): Bishop  and  fellow  delegates,  I'm 
here  to  speak  in  favor  of  this  motion. 
Let  me  explain  a  little  bit  that  this  par- 
ticular motion  will  not  cut  the  heart  out 
of  the  work  of  the  division. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Excuse  me.  We 
need  your  name  for  the  record. 

THURMAN:  Indeed,  these  hinds 
would  be  remaining  with  the  division; 
those  funds  necessary  for  their  func- 
tioning. All  those  excess  funds  would 
then  be  directly  redistributed  to  the 
various  13  seminaries  as  they  are  pres- 
ently. What  this  would  do,  however,  it 
would  strengthen  the  cormection  be- 
tween seminarians  and  their  respective 
annual  conferences.  It  would  afford 
them  greater  direct  grants  from  the  an- 
nual conference  MEF  Funds  and  it 
would  also  even  out  the  injustices  in  the 
way  the  fund  is  presently  adminis- 
tered. Just  to  illustrate  my  p>oint,  in  1 997 
these  figures  have,  by  John  Harnish 
they  have  been  verified.  He  says  they 
are  accurate,  but  in  1997. .  Por  instance, 
Boston... 

BISHOP  HEARN:  You  need  to  start 
summing  up,  please. 

THURMAN:  Boston  had  46%  United 
Methodist  students  in  their  M.Div.  pro- 
gram. Iliff  49%,  Claremont  48%.  For  in- 
stance, Iliff  with  92  students  received 
that  year  from  the  MEF  Fund  right  at 
$1,000,000— $990,000.  Candler,  with 
266  United  Methodists  students  in  the 
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M.Div.  program,  received  only  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half.  Terrible  inequities  are 
present  in  the  system  that  we  are  using. 
1  would  encourage  you  to  approve  the 
minority  rep>ort  so  that  the  funds  would 
follow  the  students. 

BISHOP  HEARN.  OK.  Thank  you. 
All  right,  we  can  have  one  more  speech 
that  is  against  the... 

•  TNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  In  favor. 

Bishop  HEARN:  That  is  against. 
Thank  you.  Let's  see.  We'll  go  back 
here.  All  right.  Judge,  it  better  be  a  good 
one.  This  is  my  neighbor  from  Houston, 
the  reason  I'm  talking  to  him. 

EWING  WERLEIN  (Texas):  Bishop,  I 
believe  that  the  first  sjjeech  against  the 
minority  report  was  given  by  Roberto 
Garcia  and  then  we  had  a  second 
speech  against.  I  believe  we've  already 
had  two  speeches. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Ewing,  no  one  in 
the  house  is  more  willing  for  vote  than  1 
am,  so  I'll  go  on  to  the  vote.  The  matter 
that  is  before  us,  no,  we've  had.. I'm 
sorry.  I'm  being  advised  back  here  that 
you  are  correct.  He'll  never  let  me  for- 
get that.  So  we  can  take  one  more  for. 
We'll  go  back  here,  one  more  for  the  mi- 
nority repwrt.  Back  there  -  let's  see,  he 
sat  down.  Over  here  to  the  green.  Mike 
4. 

SCOTT  JONES  (North  Texas): 
Bishop,  I  move  referral  to  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis- 
try of  the  whole  matter. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  An  item  for  referral 
would  be  in  order,  except  1  need  to  ask  a 
question  about  this.  Where  does  that 
then  leave  the  item  that  we  will  eventu- 
ally be  voting  on  with  the  GCFA  report. 
I  want  the  house  to  be  clear  about  what 
we  are  voting  on  in  referral.  You'll  need 
to  clarify  that  a  little  bit,  Scott. 

JONES:  If  this  matter  is  referred,  the 
Discipline  remains  as  it  is  and  all  the 
questions  regarding  this  can  be  studied 
by  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  Ministry. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I  think  that  adding 
all  of  that  to  it,  it  makes  an  item  not 
proper  to  refer.  Since  we  have  a  budget 
to  adopt,  I  do  not  think  that  that  will  ei- 
ther help  the  church  or  GCFA  or  the 
budget.  So  I  am  informed  that  we  need 
one  speech  for  it  and  then  we  are  going 
to  put  the  vote.  Okay,  we'll  come  down 
here.  A  green  card,  mike  4. 

HINES:  I  rise  in  support  of  the  minor- 
ity report.  I'm  a  graduate  of  Garrett 
Evangelical.  I  have  a  son  serving  a 
United  Methodist  Church  who  gradu- 


ated from  United.  I  have  a  daughter 
who  serves  as  a  children's  education 
coordinator  in  a  church  in  Arizona.  She 
served  several  years  as  a  missionary 
under  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
She  attended  METHESCO  or  the  Meth- 
odist School  in  Ohio.  1  have  another  son 
who  is  a  youth  pastor,  was  a  youth  pas- 
tor in  a  United  Methodist  Church.  He 
moved  to  Florida.  He  has  now  become  a 
Nazarene.  I  have  two  men  on  my  pres- 
ent staff  who  are  graduates  of 
METHESCO.  I  had  women  on  my  staff 
who  graduated  from  other  seminaries, 
United  Methodist  seminaries  mostly. 
There  have  been  forty-plus  people 
who've  entered  the  ministry  from 
churches  my  wife  and  I've  served.  They 
graduated  from  a  variety  of  seminaries 
across  the  United  States.  I  think  to  a  per- 
son, they  have  confirmed  what  I've 
seen  and  experienced.  Anyone  who  has 
a  strong  basic  understanding  of  the 
Christian  faith  can  survive  in  our  semi- 
naries. But,  they  seldom  survive  with- 
out serious  effort  and  they  regularly 
feel  they  must  compromise  their  faith 
in  order  to  please  certain  professors. 
Often  they  are  marginalized  or  criti- 
cized if  they  do  not  fit  in  -  they  cave  in. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  You'll  need  to  start 
summing  up  please. 

HINES:  So  I  supfwrt  the  changing  of 
the  formula  slightly  for  the  distribution 
of  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund.  Af- 
ter all,  this  is  our  money  and  we  should 
have  some  expectation  as  to  how  it  will 
be  used.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  the  mat- 
ter that  is  before  you  is  the  amendment 
to  amend  the  GCFA  Report.  The  GCFA 
Report  would  leave  the  matter  as  it  is 
currently  with  25%  going  to  be  retained 
by  the  Annual  Conference  and  75%  be- 
ing submitted  to  the  conference  trea- 
surer. The  amendment  changes  the  25 
to  40,  75  to  60. 

COUCH:  According  to  paragraph 
821  in  the  Discipline,  the  stated  purpose 
of  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund  is  to 
provide  financial  support  for  the  re- 
cruitment and  education  of  ordained 
ministers  and  to  equip  the  annual  con- 
ferences to  meet  increased  demands  in 
this  area.  Under  the  current  procedure 
the  annual  conferences  send  75%  of  the 
monies  collected  for  the  Ministerial  Ed- 
ucation Fund  to  the  General  Church  for 
use  by  United  Methodist  seminaries 
and  retains  just  25%  for  use  by  the  an- 
nual conferences  in  direct  support  of 
their  seminary  students.  The  original 
petition  had  recommended  that  the  to- 


tal money  raised  be  split  50/50.  Under 
the  amended  petition  it  is  60/40.  The 
problem,  of  course,  is  that  many  gradu- 
ates of  our  United  Methodist  seminar- 
ies finish  school  with  $10,000  to  S30,000 
in  debt.  Our  main  concern  is  the  debt  of 
young  pastors  coming  out  to  small 
churches  with  very  little  assistance  dur- 
ing their  seminary  education.  While  it's 
true  that  we  have  an  obligation  to  give 
our  seminaries  institutional  support, 
the  overarching  purpose  of  ministerial 
giving  is  to  produce  trained  pastors  re- 
gardless of  where  they  chose  to  attend 
seminary.  What  we  are  proposing  is 
that  we  allow  the  annual  conferences  to 
keep  an  additioruil  15%  of  the  monies  so 
that  the  funds  can  follow  our  seminary 
students  and  help  them  stay  out  of 
debt. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  GCFA  would  like 
to  have  a  word. 

BISHOP  ALFRED  NORRIS:  This  is 
pretty  awkward  since  the  gentleman 
who  is  presenting  the  minority  report  is 
a  member  of  one  my  annual  confer- 
ences. But  I'm  sfjeaking  now  for  GCFA 
and  would  simply  urge  the  conference 
to  supfwrt  what  GCFA  is  proposing 
and  I'm  going  to  do  that  without  any, 
without  being  argumentative.  But,  we 
do  believe  that  this  is  the  best  scenario 
for  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund. 

40/60  Split  in  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  IS  Defeated 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you.  The 
amendment  is  now  before  us  which 
would  change  the  recommendation  to 
40/60  from  25/75.  If  you  suppwrt  or  do 
not  support,  be  prepared  to  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  [Yes.  343;  No.  550] 
This  is  defeated.  Stan,  you  have  another 
item? 

SAGER:  I  have  another  item  if  we've 
disposed  of  that  one. 

BISHOP  HEARN.  We  will  take  the 
other  side  of  that  wheij  we  get  the 
whole  report  from  GCFA  before  us  for  a 
vote. 

SAGER:  The  next  report  was  report 
number  4  from  GCFA.  The  respwnse  of 
the  Committee  on  Financial  Adminis- 
tration was  to  concur.  It  is  reported  on 
page  2155  of  the  DCA  as  Calendar  Item 
1360.  There  is  a  minority  report.  The  mi- 
nority repwrt  will  be  presented  by  Jeff 
Sitts,  a  member  of  the  committee. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  JefP 

JEFF  SITTS  (MinnesoU):  Thank  you. 
Bishop  Heam,  If  you  would  turn  to  p. 
2155  of  the  DCA.  Calendar  Item  1360, 
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Petition  No.  30703.  Minority  Report 
calls  for  the  increase  of  the  Africa  Uni- 
versity fund  for  the  2001  to  2004  qua- 
drennium  to  increase  to  $20  million 
which  will  be  broken  down  as  follows: 
No.  1,  implement  new  facility  of  health 
sciences  for  approximately  $2  million; 
No.  2,  place  in  the  new  library  a  state  of 
the  art  learning  program  and  commu- 
nication center  and  establish  satellite 
campuses;  No.  3,  a  new  major  academic 
facility  will  be  built;  No.  4,  day-to-day 
operational  funding.  It  is  also  further 
requested  that  $20  million  also  be  bud- 
geted for  the  2005  to  2009  quadrennium 
to  support  the  operations  and  develop- 
ment of  Africa  University.  The  Minor- 
ity Report. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  The  Chair  would 
like  to  observe,  I  believe  it  is  correct, 
that  one  General  Conference  does  bind 
an  additional  General  Conference  and 
so  the  last  paragraph  I  would  move  to 
be  out  of  order  for  consideration. 

SITTS:  Bishop,  may  I  speak  on  this, 
then? 
BISHOP  HEARN:  Yes,  you  may. 

SITTS:  What  started  off  as  a  project  in 
1988  by  the  General  Conference  has 
now,  today,  become  23  completed 
buildings  of  Africa  University.  Five  ad- 
ditional buildings  including  three 
dorms,  one  library  and  one  staff  house 
are  nearing  completion.  All  of  these  in  a 
country  despite  70%  inflation  and  50% 
unemployment.  But  a  university  is  not 
only  the  buildings  that  are  on  the  cam- 
pus. African  University  has  240  gradu- 
ates in  action.  Some  have  returned 
home  as  agricultural  heads,  teachers,  or 
heads  of  theological  study.  Others  have 
gone  on  to  the  United  States  and  Eu- 
rope to  pursue  masters  and  doctorate 
degrees  with  the  intent  to  return  home 
upon  conclusion  of  their  studies.  Grad- 
uates in  action,  just  as  John  Wesley 
called  all  of  us  to  do  over  250  years  ago. 
At  its  inception,  Africa  University  was 
not  thought  to  be  an  apportioned  item 
forever.  Africa  University  will  be  inde- 
pendent, but  the  time  is  not  yet  here. 
Constant  growth  experienced  by  it 
helps  to  show  the  need  for  continued 
support.  The  word  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministrations Committee,  which  I'm  a 
member  of,  has  been  accountability. 
Amidst  all  of  this  present  growth,  Af- 
rica University  is  debt-free.  They  have 
obtained  a  balanced  budget  and  they 
pay  100  percent  of  their  apportion- 
ments. That's  accountability.  Africa 
University  opened  its  doors  in  1992 
with  40  students.  Today,  eight  short 


years  later,  there  are  847  students  in  five 
colleges.  But  the  dollars  that  are  appor- 
tioned by  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  remained  the  same  since  its 
inception.  The  time  is  here  to  make  the 
next  step.  I'd  now  like  to  yield  to  Dr. 
Aubry  K.  Lucas,  member  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Annual  Conference  and  Trea- 
surer of  Africa  University. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  we  will 
hear  from  him.  1  will  judge  this  to  be  a 
speech  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

AUBRY  K.  LUCAS  (Mississippi): 
Bishop  and  other  friends  of  the  confer- 
ence, there  are  many  reasons  why  I  am 
optimistic  about  our  appeal  to  you  to- 
day. First  of  all,  we've  heard  this  abso- 
lutely wonderful  news  from  Cashar 
Evans  that  United  Methodists  will  re- 
spond generously  when  they  have  op- 
portunity to  support  good  causes,  and 
we  have  a  good  one  for  you  today.  Sec- 
ondly, at  noon  the  Dow  Jones  and  all  of 
the  other  indices  were  up,  so  the  stock 
market  is  trending  well.  We  have  great 
wealth  in  this  country.  Thirdly,  have 
you  ever  noticed  how  much  Bishop 
Looney  looks  like  the  billionaire,  War- 
ren Buffet?  (Laughter)  I'm  hoping  he's  a 
Buffet-in-Methodist-clothing  and  will 
generate  capital  as  well  as  his 
look-alike.  Now,  you  have  heard  that  it 
has  been  recommended  that  only  $10.1 
million  be  made  available  to  Africa 
University  during  this  next  quadren- 
nium from  apportionments.  This 
amount  is  only  $100,000  more  than  we 
received  last  quadrennium,  which 
means  that  the  buying  power  of  our 
money  is  far  less  because  of  the  infla- 
tion about  which  you've  heard.  $20  mil- 
lion was  requested  and  is  urgently 
needed.  We  United  Methodists  have 
started  a  new  and  great  thing  in  Africa. 
Our  University  there  is  bringing  oppor- 
tunity and  hope  to  a  people  who  need  it 
and  who  want  it.  We  have  in  place  a 
first-class  leader  in  Vice  Chancellor 
Rudy  Murapa,  who  is  a  native  of  Zim- 
babwe, yet  has  a  distinguished  record 
at  the  United  Nations  and  in  universi- 
ties here  and  in  this  country.  You've 
heard  about  the  need.  You've  heard 
that  our  operating  budgets  are  inade- 
quate. Our  technology  at  the  University 
is  woeful.  Our  apportionments  that 
we're  considering  here  now,  these  ap- 
portionments are  the  basis  of  that  oper- 
ating budget.  You've  also  heard  about 
the  crippling  inflation.  We  need  to  es- 
tablish this  faculty  of  health  sciences  to 
meet  the  overwhelming  health  needs  of 
sisters  and  brothers  in  that  country.  We 
need  additional  buildings,  but  we  need 


to  maintain  those  that  we  have.  Finan- 
cial aid  to  students  is  an  imperative.  So 
we  invite  each  one  of  you  to  join  the 
Honorary  Alumni  Association,  to  be- 
come an  alumnus  for  only  $50  a  year, 
$500  for  a  life- time  membership.  Surely 
we  United  Methodists  can  come  up 
with  just  59  cents  per  member  each  year 
for  our  university  in  Africa.  We  can  do 
it.  Let's  do  it.  Let's  continue  with  faith- 
fulness what  we  have  started  tl' jre. 
Let's  support  the  Minority  Report. 
Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Deciding 
on  2155,  1360  outside  of  the  last  para- 
graph, which  I  have  ruled  to  be  out  of 
order,  is  now  before  us.  Okay,  we're  go- 
ing to  go  back  here  to  the  orange.  The 
second  one  in  from  the  middle  aisle. 
Would  you  go  to  Mike  8,  please.  Second 
one  in,  yes,  you.  If  you'll  hurry  on  the 
Mike  8,  please. 

JACK  CRAMER-HEUERMANdUi- 
nois-Great  Rivers):  I  come  here  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  one  of  the  great  leaders  of 
Africa  University,  a  person  from  our 
annual  conference  who  always  ad- 
dressed this  issue,  Richard  Reeves. 
Many  of  you  knew  Dick.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  He 
was  the  person  who  chaired  the  Build- 
ings and  Grounds  Committee,  and  that 
wonderful  report  about  the  buildings 
and  the  facilities  that  are  there  are  a  part 
of  Dick's  commitment  and  accomplish- 
ment. Dick  often  said  in  this  General 
Conference  that  the  impact  isn't  just 
now.  It's  for  the  continent  of  Africa,  for 
the  people  of  the  global  United  Meth- 
odist Church  in  the  centuries  to  come, 
when  we  support  Africa  University.  To 
accomplish  great  things,  we  must  not 
only  act,  we  must  also  dream.  $20  mil- 
lion is  about  accomplishing  the  dream. 
We  always  put  the  package  together  to 
say  that  we  will  have  $20  million  in  suf)- 
port,  but  the  World  Service  Special 
Gifts  part  of  that  do  not  come  up  to 
make  the  $20  million.  Some  annual  con- 
ferences support  at  2%,  7%,  477c. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  You'll  need  to  start 
summing  up,  please. 

CRAMER-HEUERMAN:  I  will. 
Sixty-seven  percent  of  their  total  in  the 
World  Service  Special  Gifts.  We  do  not 
get  the  $20  million  in  the  quadrennium 
to  support  Africa  University.  When  we 
put  it  in  the  World  Service  dollars,  we 
will.  Fifty-nine  cents  is  about  a  cup  of 
coffee,  a  hamburger  on  sale.  We  can 
give  10  times,  100  times  that  much.  We 
can  give,  we  can  make  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  the  people  of  Africa  in  The 
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United  Methodist  Church  around  the 
world.  1  support  the  Minority  Rep>ort. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  No  more 
speeches  in  favor  are  in  order.  Only 
speeches  that  would  be  against  the  re- 
fxirt  that's  before  us  now.  Okay.  Down 
here. 

TSHIBANG  KASAP  (North-West 
Katanga):  (Speaking  French  without  an 
interpreter) 

BISHOP  HEARN.  Translation  please 
and  I'd  like  for  the  translator  to  indicate 
to  the  speaker  that  this  speech  must  be 
against  the  amendment  or  it  is  out  of  or- 
der. 

KASAP:  [Speaking  French] 

BISHOP  HEARN:  We're  not  hearing 
the  translation. 

KASAP:  [translator  for  Dr.  Kasapl 
Oh,  I'm  sorry.  I'm  one  of  the  professors 
who  visited  Africa  University  for  four 
months  in  1997.  I  ask  the  delegates  to 
please  listen  carefully  to  what  I  have  to 
say.  On  the  eve  of  African  independ- 
ence the  Catholic  church  began  univer- 
sities two  or  three  years  before  the 
independence  of  African  countries.  The 
Protestant  church  has  hesitated  be- 
cause they  said  that  the  creation  of  uni- 
versities is  very  expensive.  Africa 
University  was  just  bom  in  1992,  and 
we  thank  the  church  very  much  for  this 
gesture  of  love,  because  Methodist  stu- 
dents find  a  field  for  studies  and  for  sci- 
ence. However  during  my  stay  at 
Africa  University  I  discovered  some- 
thing. I  discovered  that  they  lacked 
lodging  for  married  students.  Imagine 
a  married  student  who  comes  from 
Congo  or  Nigeria  and  who  leaves  his 
wife  behind  for  four  or  five  years. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  1  need  to  ask  the 
translator  to  inform  the  delegate  that 
the  time  is  up.  Will  the  translator  please 
inform  the  delegate  that  the  time  has 
expired  for  the  speech?  [Translator 
informs  speaker  of  the  time] 

KASAP:  I  support  the  Africa  Univer- 
sity request  for  tomorrow. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Because 
of  the  difficulty  in  language,  you  un- 
derstand that  I  allowed  this  speech  to 
continue,  although  it  was  not  really  in 
order  at  the  house  at  the  time.  Now  we 
have  had  four  speeches  now  that  have 
been  in  favor  of  it,  I  think.  We've  had  no 
speeches  against  it.  So  only  if  you're 
speaking  agamst  it  will  you  be  in  order. 
I'll  go  back  to  the  back  there  in  the  yel- 
low one  that's  in  the  middle  . 

CHARLES  BOAYUE  ,  JR:  (Detroit) 
Bishop,  I'm  speaking  neither  for  nor 


against,  although  I  know  how  I'm  go- 
ing to  vote.  1  have  a  question.  Can 
GCFA  inform  the  house  as  to  whether 
support  for  Africa  University  has  in- 
creased since  its  establishment?  And 
also  how  much  the  inflation  rate  in 
Zimbabwe  is. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  This  is  an  inquiry 
that  we'll  ask  GCFA  to  respond  to. 
Bishop  Norris? 

BISHOP  NORRIS:  Bishop  Heam,  I 
think  we  would  have  to  refer  that  ques- 
tion to  the  treasurer  of  Africa  Univer- 
sity. He's  in  a  much  better  position  to 
answer  that  question  than  I'll  be. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  OK,  if  you  will  give 
us  that  information. 

AUBREY  LUCUS  (Mississippi):  I'm 
the  new  treasurer. 

(Laughter) 

I ,  I  think  that  I  can  safely  say  that  the 
church  has  increased  its  generosity 
through  the  years.  It's  not  been  dra- 
matic, but  I  think  it  has  been  steady. 

BOAYUE:  1  like.  Bishop,  can  the  trea- 
surer indicate — my  understanding  is 
that  we've  been  giving  $10,000,(XX)  each 
quadrennium  till  now.  So  if  that's  not 
the  case,  can  you  indicate  the  amount  of 
change  and  which  quadrennium  it  haf>- 
pened.  Also  what  is  the  inflation  rate  in 
Zimbabwe.  Because  I  think  this  has 
great  bearing  on  the  actual  value  of 
what  we  are  doing  to  Africa  University. 

LUCAS:  The  inflation  rate  some- 
where in  the  70%;  I'm  not  sure  specifi- 
cally. And  the  apportionment  has  been, 
I  think,  510,000,000  for  two  quadrennia. 
Am  1  right  on  that?  No. 

BOAYUE:  If  that's  the  case,  there's 
been  no  increase  in  the  dollar  value  this 
far  in  over  707c  inflation  rate.  Although 
my  speech  is  not  in  favor  or  against. 

(Applause — Laughter) 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay,  we'll  come 
down — let's  go  over  here  on  this  side.  If 
you'll  go  to  mike  no.  one.  Yes,  please.  I 
want  to  remind  you  that  the  only 
speech  that  is  in  order  is  against  the 
amendment  that  has  been  made. 

JAY  BRIMM  (Southwest  Texas): 
Bishop,  I  rise  reluctantly  to  speak 
against  the  minority  report  but  in  favor 
of  Africa  University.  I'm  a  member  of 
the  Higher  Education  funding  task 
force  for  GCFA,  and  we  spent  a  lot  of 
time  talkmg  about  the  wonderful  prog- 
ress we've  made  at  this  university.  The 
difficulty  we  face  as  members  of  Gen- 
eral Conference  is  to  balance  all  of  the 


mission  opportunities  we  have  as  a 
church.  I  want  to  remind  the  delegates 
that  we've  already  passed  $19,000,000 
over  the  budget  that's  been  offered  by 
GCFA,  and  we'll  be  talking  about  how 
we're  going  to  cover  that  S19,0(X),0(X)  if 
we  add  another  $10,000,000  in  with  this 
very  worthwhile  request.  We  will  be 
adding  another  50%  above  what  we're 
already  talking  about  in  additional 
funding.  Friends,  we've  made  great 
progress  over  these  last  four  years  in 
building  the  apportionment  payments 
from  our  local  churches.  Let's  continue 
that  progress  by  sticking  to  our  budget. 
And  let's  talk  to  our  friends  and  our  lo- 
cal churches  about  supporting  this  uni- 
versity through  additional  special 
payments  over  and  above  apportion- 
ments. I  ask  you  to  defeat  the  minority 
report  but  work  for  Africa  University. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay.  We  can  take 
one  more  against  and  then  we'll  need  to 
go  on  to  vote.  I'll  take  the  orange  card 
that  is  close  to  the  aisle  in  the  back. 
Right  in  the  middle,  close  to  mike  six. 
What  is  your  question? 

PE  DZISAI  KANGARA  (Zimbabwe): 
Thank  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Are  you  going  to 
speak  against  the  amendment  that's  on 
the  floor? 

KANGARA:  I  have  a  question, 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right. 

KANGARA:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  What's  your  ques- 
tion? 

KANGARA:  Is  there  any  plan  for  a 
second  university  in  Africa?  Knowing 
the  population  growth  rate,  knowing 
the  economic  problems  of  Africa, 
knowing  the  disadvantages  which 
have  been  there  for  I  don't  know  how 
many  centuries,  because  that  may  give 
us  an  idea  that  at  least  (Unintelligiblej 
will  come. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  I  appreci- 
ate your  question.  It  is  not  on  the  subject 
that's  before  the  house  right  now.  I 
would  like  to  ask  some  of  the  people 
from  Higher  Education  to  personally 
talk  to  you  to  give  you  an  answer  to  that 
question  so  that  you  might  have  infor- 
mation. Are  you  ready  to  vote? 

DELEGATES:  Yes. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I  believe  you're 
ready  to  vote.  The  item  that  is  before  us 
is  Item  1360.  I'm  going  to  ask  now  if  the 
mover  of  that  wants  to  make  a  com- 
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ment,  and  then  we'll  have  a  person 
from  GCFA  also  make  a  comment.  Yes? 

SITTS:  Thank  you,  Bishop.  In  1988, 
the,  the  committee  recommendation 
was  asking  for  $5,000,000  annually  for  a 
total  of  $20,000,000  for  the  quadren- 
nium.  Following  the  budget  approval 
of  1988  that  amount  was  cut  in  half  to 
the  current  $10,000,000.  Concept  was 
new  and  unproven.  There  wasn't  a  way 
of  knowing  that  this  idea  would  work, 
must  less,  strive.  But  now  Africa  Uni- 
versity has  succeeded.  Included  in  that 
is  a  expansion  of  at  least  three  cam- 
puses. If  it  is  proven  accountability,  as 
Dr.  Aaron  Black  stated,  the  future  looks 
sweet,  but  1  would  add  one  thing.  The 
future  is  here,  let  this  process  finish 
what  it  started  to  do.  I  urge  support  for 
the  minority  report. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay.  We'll  hear 
now  from  representatives  of  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Financing  and  Admin- 
istration. 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  After  these  stir- 
ring speeches  and  enthusiasm  I  feel 
about  as  safe  as  Daniel  in  the  lion's  den. 
There  is  no  one  here  who  would  like  to 
say  a  word  against  Africa  University, 
certainly  not  1.  But  I  would  like  to  say  a 
word  of  encouragement  to  you  to  know 
that  churches  have  responded  this  qua- 
drennium  because  they  felt  like  we  had 
a  reasonable  balanced  bottom  line.  I 
would  remind  you  also  that  Africa  Uni- 
versity is  being  increased,  a  modest 
amount  certainly  $100,000  plus  $76,000 
from  prior  claim.  The  university  has  its 
own  provision  for  endowment  at  this 
point.  And  1  would  simply  say  that 
with  the  enthusiasm  exhibited  here,  if 
we  would  go  back  to  our  annual  confer- 
ences we  could  raise  the  other  $10  mil- 
lion in  World  Service  Specials  and  I 
would  encourage  you  to  do  that  rather 
than  continuing  to  increase  the  percent- 
age of  the  budget  before  us. 

Minoriti/  Report  Budget 
for  African  University  Defeated 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  this 
amendment  to  the  GCFA  report  is  be- 
fore you.  You  will  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  It  is  defeated  [Yes,  304;  No, 
589].  Stan  Sager,  do  you  have  some 
other  matters? 

SAGER:  Yes,  I  do. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Here's  another 
one. 

.  Episcopal  Fund  Budget  Approved 

SAGER:  Yes,  1  have  some  more, 
Bishop.  On  p.  2090  of  DCA  you  will  find 


Calendar  Item  1162.  It  refers  to  Report 
No.  5  from  GCFA,  the  Episcopal  Fund, 
which  is  Petition  30704  which  you 
heard  earlier.  The  committee  votes  to 
concur.  There  was  no  more  minority  re- 
port. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Then  this  report 
does  not  differ  from  the  GCFA  report. 

SAGER:  It  concurs  in  the  GCFA  re- 
port. Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I'm  not  sure  we 
even  need  to  vote  on  this,  but  if  you  will 
concur  with  the  committee,  you  will 
vote  yes.  If  you  disagree,  you  vote  no. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  have 
approved  this  [Yes,  816;  No,  53].  The 
reason  why  I  was  raising  a  question 
about  whether  or  not  we  really  needed 
to  vote  on  it  is  because  when  we  vote  on 
the  GCFA  report,  we're  going  to  vote 
on  exactly  the  same  material.  So  I  won- 
der if  the  house  would  have  that  same 
understanding  so  we  don't  have  to  go 
through  all  of  this  twice.  With  that  un- 
derstanding then,  Stan,  if  you  could 
give  us  only  those  items  where  there  is  a 
difference  from  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee from  the  GCFA  report. 

SAGER:  All  right,  that  would  take  us 
to  jump  to  Report  No.  7  from  GCFA. 
That  appears  at  p.  2239,  Calendar  Item 
1542.  There  is  a  minority  report  but. 
Bishop,  I  have  good  news  with  respect 
to  that.  In  the  spirit  of  love,  openness, 
and  cooperation  that  so  characterizes 
the  people  that  work  with  the  finances 
of  the  church,  the  minority  report  has 
been  subsumed  into  the  report  given  by 
GCFA  and  so  it  no  longer  needs  to  be 
considered  and  can  be  stricken  in  what- 
ever way  the  persons  that  handle  this 
work  out. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I  tell  you  my  dad 
has  been  busy  this  afternoon  with  those 
saints  in  heaven  to  get  all  this  together 
for  us.  Thank  ya.  Papa! 

SAGER:  And  with  respect  to  the  re- 
ports that  have  been  given  this  after- 
noon, we  have  no  other  matters  that  did 
not  involve  concurrence. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  we'll  turn 
back,  then,  to  the  report  from  GCFA. 
And  just  for  the  record  let  me  state 
again,  that  we  are  operating  under  the 
principle  that  those  matters  that  went 
through  the  legislative  committee  on  fi- 
nance that  concurred  so  that  there  is  no 
disagreement  with  the  GCFA  report, 
will  be  taken  care  of  technically  by  our 
approval  of  the  GCFA  report.  Just  for 
the  record.  GCFA  have  another  word 


for  us?  You  ready  to  move  on  for  our  ac- 
tion on  the  report? 

CASHAR  EVANS  (North  Carolina): 
Are  you  ready  to  move  acceptance  of       : 
Report  No.  1?  j 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Yes  I  am.  j 

EVANS:  I  urge  you  to  accept  the  Re- 
port No.  1. 

GCFA  Reports  1-4  Approved 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you.  Report 
No.  1  is  now  before  us.  If  you  will  ap- 
prove Report  No.  1,  you  will  do  so  by 
voting  1;  if  you  disapprove,  you  will 
number  2  when  the  light  appears.  You 
have  accepted  Report  No.  1 ,  by  a  vote  of 
/Yes,  837;  No,  46].  Bishop  Norris. 

BISHOP  ALFRED  NORRIS:  Bishop 
Hearn,  I  urge  the  approval  of  Report 
No.  2. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Report  No.  2  is 
now  before  you  from  the  GCFA.  You 
will  make  your  decision  about  Report 
No.  2  when  the  light  appears.  It  passes 
by  a  vote  of  [Yes,  802;  No,  53]. 

BISHOP  NORRIS:  Bishop  Hearn  and 
members  of  the  General  Conference,  I 
urge  support  of  Report  No.  3. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  GCFA  Report  No. 

3  is  now  before  the  house.  You  will  vote 
on  Report  No.  3  when  the  light  appears. 
It  passes  [Yes,  833;  No,  36]. 

BISHOP  NORRIS:  Bishop  Hearn  and 
members  of  the  General  Conference,  I 
move  support  for  Report  No.  4. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  GCFA  Report  No. 

4  is  now  before  the  house.  You  will  vote 
this  report  when  the  light  appears.  It 
passes  [Yes,  824;  No,  47]. 

EUGENE  W.  MATTHEWS  (Balti- 
more-Washington): Bishop  Heam  and 
members  of  the  conference,  I  move  Re- 
port No.  5. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  GCFA  Report  No. 

5  is  now  before  the  house.  Yes.  Micro- 
phone number  2. 

DEBORAH  L.  PRITTS  (North  Central 
New  York):  Thank  you  for  allowing 
this  question  Bishop  Heam.  I  may  be  to- 
tally confused  and  that  would  be  a 
wonderful  thing.  The  conference's  leg- 
islative committee  removed  Calendar 
Item  336  from  the  consent  calendar  yes- 
terday because  it  was  our  understand- 
ing that  it  had  financial  implications.  It 
dealt  with  changes  to  the  formula  that 
considered  the  number  of  bishops  ap- 
plicable in  a  jurisdiction.  We  were  in- 
structed that  it  was  necessary  to  place 
that  calendar  item  before  the  entire 
house  because  it  had  firuncial  implica- 
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rions.  The  understanding  that  we  had 
was  that  by  the  General  Conference 
concurring  with  calendar  item  336,  we 
were  making  it  possible  for  the  North- 
eastern Jurisdiction  to  retain  its  current 
number  of  episcopal  areas,  rather  than 
experiencing  a  reduction  in  one  episco- 
pal area  as  would  have  been  mandated 
by  the  1996  Book  of  Discipline.  So  my 
question  is,  the  GCFA  rep)ort  that  is 
now  before  us,  does  it  include  adequate 
provision  for  the  action  that  we  took 
yesterday  that  includes  a  tenth  episco- 
pal area  in  the  northeast? 

BISHOP  HE  ARN:  We'll  ask  GCFA  to 
respond  to  this  inquiry. 

MATTHEWS;  Yes  it  is.  I'm  sure...! 
apologize  for  that  not  being  clear  in  pre- 
sentation but  the  matter  is  on  the  bud- 
get. 

GCFA  Reports  5-7  Approved 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you.  The 
matter  has  been  prof)erly  taken  care  of. 
GCFA  Report  No.  5  is  now  before  us. 
You  will  vote  on  No.  5  when  the  light 
appears.  It  passes.  [Yes,  842;  No,  50] 

MARILYNN  LOYD  (Little  Rock); 
Bishop  and  delegates,  I  move  the  accep- 
tance of  Report  No.  6. 

BISHOP  HEARN;  Report  No.  6  is 
now  before  the  house.  You  will  vote  on 
Report  No.  6  when  the  light  appears.  It 
passes.  lYes,  826;  No,  36]  Marilyrm. 

LOYD;  Bishop  and  delegates,  I  move 
the  acceptance  of  Report  No.  7  and  it  is 
amended,  so  with  amendment. 

BISHOP  HEARN;  Report  No.  7  as  it 
was  amended  is  now  before  the  house. 
You'll  vote  on  Rejjort  No.  7  when  the 
light  appears.  It  passes.  [Yes,  821;  No, 
52] 

BISHOP  LOONEY;  Bishop  Heam,  I'd 
like  to  thank  the  presenters  and  the 
house.  All  the  items  on  17  were  for  in- 
formation and  were  included  in  the 
matters  on  which  you've  now  voted.  So 
this  concludes  the  budget  presentation. 
There  are  several  other  reports  that  will 
be  fairly  simple  to  deal  with.  We'll  turn 
tO'number  8  now.  To  be  clear,  they're 
saying  maybe  we  should  move  17  so 
there  is  no  confusion.  Because  I  think  all 
the  items  there  were  included  in  the 
first  seven  reports. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  And  so  you  are 
moving  for  adoption  Report  No.  17,  see 
page  2362  because  the  information  in 
that  was  included  in  the  reports  that 
you  have  made. 

BISHOP  LOONEY;  Right. 


BISHOP  HEARN:  All  nght.  GCFA  is 
moving  Report  No.  17,  see  page  2362. 
Wait  just  a  minute.  Wait  just  a  minute. 
Oh,  excuse  me,  it's  the  extra  sheet. 

BISHOP  LOONEY;  It's  2295  is  where 
it  begir«  in  today's  [)CA. 

BISHOP  HEARN;  All  right,  this  is  be- 
fore us  on  page  2295.  Somebody  had  a 
question.  Okay,  up  here,  green  card. 
Mike  2. 

TIM  BAGWELL  (South  Georgia); 
Bishop  Looney,  a  question.  Under  item 
number  22,  it  reads,  "General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  recom- 
mends that  this  be  referred  to  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Global  Ministries  for 
funding  within  the  amount  established 
in  revised  World  Service  Fund  repwrt 
number  1."  Is  this  directive,  or  is  it  a  re- 
quest? 

BISHOP  LOONEY;  My  assumption  is 
it's  directive. 

BAGWELL;  It  is  directive? 

BISHOP  LOONEY;  I  better  make 
sure. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  General  Secretary 
Sandy  Lackore. 

SANDY  LACKORE:  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  agreed 
ahead  of  time  to  fund  that, 

BISHOP  HEARN;  All  right,  next 
question.  Okay,  way  in  the  back,  back 
there  there  some  hand  moving.  Yes, 
you.  Mike  8. 

KEVIN  GOODWIN  (Peninsula-Dela- 
ware): Africa  University  Coordinator.  I 
wish  to  make  an  amendment  to  item  19 
for  clarity.  Our  conference  is  the  last 
conference  to  endow  a  scholarship  at 
Africa  University,  wondering  why  55 
other  conferences  around  this  table 
have  not  done  so  with  304  votes  against 
proposal.  But  one  of  the  problems  we 
had  while  working  on  that . . . 

BISHOP  HEARN;  Excuse  me,  you 
said  you  wanted  to  make  an  amend- 
ment. It  will  help  if  you  make  your 
amendment  first  and  then  speak  to  it. 

Motion  Approved  for  GBHEM  and 

GBGM  to  Combine  Africa  Unixxrsity 

Scholarship  Effortrs 

GCX)DWIN;  Sorry,  Bishop,  not  the 
first  time  I  get  out  of  line.  At  the  bottom 
it  reads  "GCFA  recommends  that  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  continue  to  seek  funding 
as  a  World  Ser\'ice  special  gift  under 
provision,  blah  blah  blah  for  a  goal  of 
510,000,000."  The  amendment  1  want  to 
make  is  that  it  should  also  maybe  read 


that  "the  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation with  cooperation  of  the  Global 
Board  of  Ministries,"  and  I  will  explain 
why  I  believe  that's  so. 

BISHOP  HEARN;  Is  there  a  second? 
AH  right,  it's  before  us. 

GOODWIN;  In  our  efforts  to  endow 
the  scholarship  of  Peninsula-Delaware 
Conference  we  tried  to  enroll  the 
United  Methodist  Women  in  the  capac- 
ity to  help  us.  There  was  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  United  Methodist 
Women  over  their  ability  to  help  be- 
cause the  Advance  Sfjecial  no.  030188  is 
under  the  Board  of  Higher  Ed  and  thus, 
ineligible  for  supjxirt  according  to  the 
United  Methodist  Women.  If  it  is  a 
number  that  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
Global  Board  and  Higher  Education,  I 
think  this  disagreement  or  misunder- 
standing would  be  eliminated.  So  I 
would  amend  the  proposal  to  include 
both  of  those  boards  so  there  would  be 
greater  cooperation  between  our  agen- 
cies. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  if  you,  be- 
fore you  leave  the  mike,  if  you'll  indi- 
cate exactly  where  you  want  those 
words  put  in  to  the  sentence. 

GOODWIN:  I  would  say  after  it  says, 
"General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  the  Global  Board  of 
Ministries  working  in  cooperation..." 

BISHOP  HEARN:  You're  talking 
about  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min- 
istries? 

GOODWIN;  Yes.  My  boss. 

BISHOP  HEARN;  All  right.  Okay, 
this  amendment  is  before  us.  I  do  not 
see  anyone  wishing  to  speak  for  it  so  if 
you  would  adopt  this  amendment  or 
not  adopt  the  amendment  be  prepared 
to  vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes, 
599;  No,  248]  The  amendment  is 
adopted.  Back  there  close  to  mike  6.  I 
see  a  hand  with... 

General  Conference  Directing  Activity  of 

a  Following  General  Conference 

Questioned 

GREGORY  PALMER  (East  Ohio);  I 
have  a  question  on  Report  No.  17,  see 
p)age  2362.  Beginning  on  page  2295,  the 
right  hand  column,  approximately  line 
10  from  the  top  with  the  sentence  that 
begins,  "GCFA  asks  that  the  adoption 
of  this  report  serve  as  confirmation 
from  this  General  Conference  that  all 
programs,  projects  and  initiatives  that 
are  being  recommended  for  continua- 
tion beyond  the  current  quadrennium 
shall  be  included  within  the  budgets  of 
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the  general  agencies  which  have  pro- 
vided support,"  etc.,  etc. — my  question 
is,  is  this  wise,  and  secondly,  in  light  of 
the  chair's  ruling  on  p.  2255  that  deleted 
language  from  a  minority  report  as  be- 
ing inappropriate  and  out  of  order 
about  one  General  Conference  binding 
what  the  next  General  Conference  can 
do — how  appropriate  is  this  wording 
in  the  narrative  portion  of  this  report? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay,  would 
someone  from  GCFA  like  to  respond  to 
Dr.  Palmer's  question? 

LACKORE:  Bishop  and  members  of 
the  General  Conference,  this  language 
was  only  intended  to  implement  the  al- 
ready disciplinary  responsibility  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  in  assist- 
ing the  general  agencies  of  the  church 
and  evaluating  the  ministries  that  you 
assign  to  them. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  This  then  would  be 
within  their  disciplinary  responsibili- 
ties and  would  be  no  more  binding  to 
them  than  any  other  provision  in  the 
Discipline.  It  would  be  within  their  nor- 
mal assigned  work  task.  All  right,  over 
here  next  to  the  wall,  behind  mike  5. 

Additional  Amendment  Proposed  for 
Equropean  Ministerial  Education  Fund 

DON  MESSER  (Rocky  Mountain):  I 
would  like  to  amend  on  p.  2297,  Item  12 
on  that  page  under  'Theological  Edu- 
cation in  Europe."  My  amendment 
would  be  in  the  second  paragraph  to 
read  "recommends  that  $2  million  be 
allocated  to  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry."  If  I 
have  a  second  I  would  like  to  speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Is  there  a  second? 
Here's  a  second.  Go  ahead,  Don. 

MESSER:  We've  had  much  discus- 
sion in  this  General  Conference  about 
the  need  for  reaching  out  to  Eastern  Eu- 
rope. The  Higher  Education  and  Minis- 
try board  has  set  aside  $2  million  of 
which  they  ask  this  conference  to  give 
$2  million,  to  give  the  first  apportioned 
funding  ever  to  those  schools.  By  cut- 
ting it  by  507o,  we  have  made  a  major 
action,  which  will  be  very  damaging  to 
the  efforts  to  help  those  5  institutions, 
Estonia,  Russia,  Graz,  Czech,  Poland. 
This  is  almost  like  the  widow's  mite  in 
the  light  of  all  that  was  recommended 
in  this  report  for  increases.  If  I  under- 
stood it  right,  GCFA  brought  in  nearly 
$45  million  more,  but  only  $1  million 
for  this  important  work  at  this  time. 
Furthermore,  there's  an  erroneous 
point  in  the  paper  handed  out  to  us  on 
No.  21.  I'm  sure  it's  just  simple  confu- 


sion and  not  intentional.  Item  21  should 
be  "Church  Growth  and  Congrega- 
tional Develop  in  Europe."  None  of  that 
money  was  voted  on  or  recommended 
for  the  Russian  Seminary.  So  the  title  is 
wrong,  and,  of  course,  as  you  can  see  in 
that  particular  petition,  all  that  money 
for  apportionments  was  eliminated 
and  placed  in  Advance  funds.  So,  in 
light  of  all  this,  I  recommend  that  you 
support  a  small  increase  of  $1  million 
which  goes  back  to  the  original  inten- 
tion of  the  legislative  committee,  which 
we  have  overwhelmingly  adopted  with 
$2  million  proportion  to  be  matched 
from  funds  from  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  for 
those  theological  schools  in  Europe. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  The 
amendment  is  that  the  Item  12  be 
amended  to  change  the  $1  million  dol- 
lars in  the  first  line  of  the  bold  para- 
graph to  $2  million.  That's  what's 
before  you.  All  right.  Let's  see.  Go  right 
back  here  in  the  middle,  and  the  yellow 
one  way  in  the  back  there.  Would  you 
go  the  mike  either  6  or  5?  Which  ever 
one.  Going  to  mike  5. 

FRANK  DORSEY  (Kansas-East):  I 
want  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  Messer 
amendment,  and  1  want  to  do  so  be- 
cause I  have  never  seen  a  body  find  it  so 
hard  to  seize  upon  the  opportunity  of  a 
kairos  moment.  It  is  before  us,  friends. 
We  must  give  some  apportioned 
money  to  guarantee  some  money  to  put 
together  the  ways  that  we  can  leverage 
the  support  we  need  to  make  a  witness 
to  Jesus  Christ  through  Eastern  Europe, 
and  in  Russia,  and  the  CIS.  It  is  a  kairos 
moment.  I  hope  you  will  support  it. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  What  is 
your  point  of  order? 

SHAWN  HARTMAN  (Central  Penn- 
sylvania): My  understanding  as  we've 
already  acted  on  the  first  recommenda- 
tion, the  first  report  which  is  the  World 
Service  Fund  where  this  is  at.  So  will  we 
not  have  to  reconsider  the  entire  World 
Service  Fund  Budget  to  make  this 
change. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  I'll  ask  for 
a  response,  first  of  all,  from  GCFA. 

LACKORE:  The  reason  the  GCFA 
placed  Report  17  before  the  General 
Conference  was  because  there  were  a 
couple  of  references  to  us  that  did  not 
involve  budgetary  matters  such  as  the 
recycling  issue  that  is  on  the  sheet.  Our 
understanding  is  that  you  have  acted 
on  the  budgetary  issues  around  Report 
17  when  you  passed  the  World  Service 
Fund. 


BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  I  want, 
first  of  all,  I'd  like  for  GCFA  to  point  out 
to  us  the  items  that  we've  not  acted  on 
in  Report  No.  17,  see  page  2362  and 
then  I  am  going  to  rule  that  we  have  al- 
ready acted,  as  the  point  of  order  indi- 
cated, on  the  items  that  are  contained  in 
Report  No.  17,  see  page  2362  and  I 
would  require  us  to  reconsider  if  we 
were  going  to  do  anything  else  with 
that.  What  are  the  two  items  that  we've 
not  actually  talked  about  in  terms  of 
funding? 

Recycling  and  Use  of  Recycled  Products 

LACKORE:  On  p.  2297,  Item  13,  "Re- 
cycling and  Use  of  Recycled  Products," 
Bishop,  was  a  referral  for  reference 
back  to  the  2004  General  Conference. 
That  is  the  only  item  that  is  before  you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  That  we  have  not 
acted  on.  OK.  Yes.  The  chair  is  going  to 
then  say  that  the  only  item  that  is  before 
us  in  Report  No.  17,  see  page  2362 
which  was  put  before  us  by  Bishop 
Looney.  The  only  item  that  is  before  us 
is  No.  13  which  is  simply  a  reference 
that  comes  back.  And  if  you  would  like 

to  adopt  this All  right.  Whaf  s  your 

point  of  order?  Mike  5. 

MESSER:  Bishop  Hearn,  Bishop 
Looney  made  a  motion  to  approve  the 
described  report  on  17.  He  re-opened 
that.  Now  you  are  closing  after  you 
have  opened  it  and  made  amendments 
in  various  parts  of  the  report.  I  appeal  to 
the  chair  that  the  report  was  opened  by 
a  vahd  motion  by  the  GCFA,  and  that 
the  motion  that  I  have  made  is  before 
us.  If  it  requires  later  opening  World 
Service  to  add  this  $1  million  for  Russia 
then  we'll  have  to  do  so,  but  it  was 
brought  forth  by  your  very  body  and  al- 
lowed on  the  floor. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  OK.  In  this  regard, 
you  can  blame  the  Chair  if  you  wish  to 
do  so,  but  the  Chair's  ruling  is  that  we 
have  acted  upon  those  items  once.  In 
order  for  them  to  be  acted  upon  again 
this  House  will  have  to  vote  reconsider- 
ation of  them.  Now  I  am  informed  that 
the  one  part  of  Report  No.  17,  see  page 
2362  that  has  not  been  acted  upon  is 
No.  13.  So  the  chair  is  putting  item 
No.l3  before  you  at  this  time.  If  you 
would  like  to  indicate  your  decision 
concerning  item  No.  13,  you'll  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  It  is  accepted 
[Yes,  71 9;  No,  97}.  Does  this  complete  all 
the  action  that  we  need  to  take,  Tracy? 

TRACY  R.  MERRICK  (West  Pennsyl- 
vania): Bishop  Hearn  and  delegates,  if 
you  would  turn  with  me  to  Report  No. 
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8,  the  Apportionment  Formula,  it's 
found  on  pages  344  and  345  of  the  red 
Advance  DCA.  TTiis  should  be  very  brief 
because  we  have  been  to  describe  the 
work  of  the  Connectional  Ministries 
Funding  Patterns  Task  Force,  and  you 
approved  that  rep>ort  earlier,  but  I  do 
need  to  make  a  couple  of  comments.  In 
the  Recommendation  Section  of  this 
particular  report  on  p.  345,  there  is  a  ref- 
erence to  the  word  of  the  Connectional 
Ministries  Funding  Patterns  Task  Force 
and  the  app>ortionmenl  formula  which 
was  in  Repwrt  16,  which  you  adopted 
the  other  day.  When  you  hear  from  Stan 
Sutton,  [sic.  Sager)  you'll  realize  that 
there  was  an  amendment  to  this  section 
of  the  Report  8  by  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee. One  other  comment  that  I  need 
to  share  with  you,  and  that  is  that  if  you 
would  look  in  Recommendation  No.  2 
you  will  see  a  P  factor  that's  reflected 
there,  and  it's  3.619284%— certainly  a 
percent  that  all  of  us  are  going  to 
re-memorize  before  we  go  home,  right? 
You  will  realize  fairly  quickly  that  that 
fjercent  was  one  that  was  established 
based  on  the  budget  that  was  originally 
proposed  by  CCFA  and  the  formula 
that  was  originally  in  Rep>ort  16.  So  that 
percentage  will  need  to  be  recalculated 
at  the  end  of  the  General  Conference 
given  the  fact  that  we  have  changed  the 
amount  of  the  budget,  the  apportion- 
ment formula  which  changed  in  Report 
16  when  it  was  adopted  the  other  day. 
That  is  the  information  that  I  need  to 
share  with  you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Are  you 
saying  then  that  the  material  that's  in 
Report  8  has  already  been  adopted  by 
the  Conference? 

MERRRJCK:  What  I  am  saying  is  that 
Recommendation  1  does  not  need  to  be 
adjusted  as  it  was  adjusted  in  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  because  that  content 
was  already  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference  under  Repwrt  16. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Let  me 
ask  the  question  the  other  way  around. 
Do  we  need  to  adopt  Report  No.  8?  I'm 
being  informed  now  that  we  need  to 
Report  #8.  If  you  will  vote  your  convic- 
tion when  the  light  appears.  lYes,  779; 
No.  64} 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  Yes, 
Report  No.  8.  The  vote  has  already  been 
taken.  Perhaps  all  I  can  do. What  I 
needed  to  do  was  cor\firm  what  was 
said  with  resf>ect  to  the  committee,  and 
we  voted  a  minority  repwrt,  but  the 
amendment  was  made  and  subsumed 
mto  Report  16.  So  we're  in  agreement. 


BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Material 
from  the  legislative  committee  was  ab- 
sorbed in  this  report  so  it's  all  the  same 
and  it  passed  by  the  vote  that  you  saw 
on  the  board. 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  Just  so  the  chair 
and  the  house  will  know,  that  we  have 
Repjort  No.  9,  "Sundays  with  General 
Church  Offerings";  No.  10,  "The  Con- 
dition of  the  Agencies  of  the 
Church — Internal  Control  Audit";  then 
(No.  1 1 1  "Directives  for  the  Administra- 
tion of  the  General  Funds";  13,  "Refer- 
ences from  the  1999  (sic,  1996]  General 
Conference";  14,  the  "Budget  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministry";  "Re- 
p>orts  Presented  from  Other  [General] 
Agencies."  All  those  should  be  brief, 
but  just  to  let  the  house  know,  there  are 
several  other  reports  coming. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  if  you 
will  move  as  exp)editiously  as  you  can 
in  putting  those  before  us.  Is  Report  No. 
9  next? 

Special  Sundays  Offerings 

PATRICIA  HINKER  (Member, 
GCFA):  Bishop  Hearn  and  delegates  of 
the  General  Conference,  I'd  refer  you  to 
pages  345  in  your  red  DCA,  Advance,  for 
the  Report  No.  9  on  Sundays  with  Gen- 
eral Offerings.  The  1996  Book  of  Disci- 
pline gives  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  the  re- 
sponsibility to  recommend  to  the  Gen- 
eral Cor\ference  the  Sf)ecial  Sundays 
with  offering.  And  it  gives  to  the  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Ministries  the  responsi- 
bihty  for  recommending  Special 
Sundays  without  offerings.  A  joint  task 
force  of  these  two  councils  has  tradi- 
tionally cared  for  this  work.  The  joint 
task  force  had  several  meetings  with 
the  general  agencies  resfwnsible  for  ad- 
ministering the  ministries  that  benefit 
from  the  Special  Sundays.  We  also  ex- 
amined the  focus  group  research  done 
in  the  last  quadrennium  by  United 
Methodist  Communications.  We  gath- 
ered information  regarding  the  number 
of  churches  actually  participating  in  the 
offerings  and  examined  the  promotion 
costs  in  relation  to  the  dollars  raised.  I 
want  to  emphasize  that  the  task  force 
agreed  that  all  of  the  ministries  sup- 
ported by  these  Special  Sundays  offer- 
ings were  valid  and  worthy  ministries. 
But  we  questioned  m  some  instances 
whether  or  not  a  Special  Sunday  offer- 
ing was  the  most  effective  way  of  rais- 
ing the  funds.  We  learned  that  the 
number  of  churches  who  participated 
in  a  special  offering  ranged  from  a  low 
of  18.67  %  for  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday 


to  a  high  of  39.36  %  for  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing.  In  1998  the  costs  of  raising 
the  funds  ranged  from  a  low  of  9.3  %  for 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  to  a  high  of 
22.1  %  for  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday. 
Due  to  the  low  participation  by  local 
churches  in  many  annual  conferences, 
the  actual  net  proceeds  from  some  of 
these  offerings  did  not  appear  to  be  an 
effective  means  of  raising  funds.  A 
better  alternative  would  seem  to  be  for 
the  agency  to  include  the  program  costs 
in  their  regular  World  Service  budget. 

Our  recommendation  to  reduce  the 
number  of  Special  Sundays  from  six  to 
four  was  made  to  GCFA  and  GCOM  at 
their  joint  meeting  in  November.  We 
recommended  retaining  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing,  World  Communion 
Sunday,  incorporating  the  scholarships 
from  the  Student  Sunday,  Native 
American  Mirustries  Sunday,  and  com- 
bined Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  and 
Human  Relations  Day  into  a  new 
Sunday;,  Justice,  Love,  and  Mercy 
Sunday.  The  recommendation  comes  to 
you  with  the  affirmation  of  both  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
mirustration  and  the  General  Council 
on  Mirustries.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you.  Report 
No.  9  is  before  us,  and  I  believe  that  the 
legislative  committee  on  financial  mat- 
ters has  some  amendments.  Stan,  we 
turn  to  you. 

SAGER  (New  Mexico):  Bishop,  while 
the  committee  concurred  with  that  re- 
port, there  is  a  companion  pebtion  that 
app>ears  at  page  2038,  Calendar  Item 
671,  ADCA  page  441,  Petition  No. 
31176.  It  is  also  my  understanding  that 
there  were  two  or  three  petitions  that 
were  acted  on  within  other  committees, 
as  I've  been  told  by  the  chairs  of  those 
committees,  that  would  also  have  the 
affect  of  amending  the  repwrt  on  Sp>ecial 
Sundays.  The  minority-typw  repwrt  that 
was  produced  in  my  committee —  that 
is,  the  committee  on  financial  mat- 
ters— is  to  be  presented  by  Warner 
Brown,  delegate  from  West  Michigan. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  we'll  hear 
that  amendment.  Would  you  give  us 
the  page  and  the  calendar  number 
again,  please? 

WARNER  H.  BROWN  (Califor- 
nia-Nevada): Bishop,  members  of  the 
Conference,  1  call  your  attention — 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Excuse  me,  give  us 
the  p>age  and  the  calendar  number 
again,  please. 
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BROWN:  That's,  that's  what  I'm 
about  to  do.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay,  thank  you. 

BROWN:  I  call  your  attention  to  page 
2155  of  the  DCA. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Could  I  interrupt 
you  just  a  minute?  If  there  is  another 
chair  of  a  legislative  committee  that  has 
something  that  relates  to  this  item, 
you'll  need  to  make  your  way  up  here 
to  the  platform. 

BROWN:  This  will  be  found  under 
Calendar  No.  1358.  Calendar  No.  1358. 
I  move  to  substitute  the  language  in  the 
minority  report  for  the  action  of  the  sec- 
tion on  this  matter.  The  purpose  of — let 
me  move  that.  Bishop,  and  then  I'll 
speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  It's  com- 
ing from  a  committee.  You're  in  order 
to  speak. 

BROWN:  The  purpose  of  this  motion 
is  to  give  local  churches  the  opportu- 
nity to  receive  these  offerings  without 
making  them  mandatory.  Language 
has  been  shifted  to  make  some  of  these 
offerings  permissive  rather  than  re- 
quired. The  Special  Sundays  provide 
excellent  opportunities  to  inform 
churches  about  ministries  across  the 
church  and  allow  choice  in  the  benevo- 
lences we  support.  It  is  recognized  that 
some  churches  do  not  observe  these  of- 
ferings, while  others  fully  avail  them- 
selves of  these  opportunities  to  give 
support  to  ministries  beyond  the  local 
church.  I've  looked  at  the  Giving  Pat- 
terns Report  for  these  offerings,  and  it  is 
true,  across  the  church,  a  number  of 
churches  do  not  support  this  offering. 
However,  across  the  church,  a  mini- 
mum of  one  out  of  every  five  churches 
receives  each  of  these  offerings.  In  sev- 
eral of  our  jurisdictions,  almost  25  %  of 
the  churches  receive  all  of  the  offerings. 
The  change  presented  in  the  majority 
report  is  likely  to  result  in  a  reduced 
funding  in  effective  ministries,  such  as 
United  Methodist  scholarships.  I  stand 
before  you  as  a  Crusade  scholar,  and  to 
say  that  to  attempt  to  reduce  from  two 
offerings  to  one  to  receive  scholarship 
money  is  likely  to  result  in  a  loss.  Based 
on  the  1997  giving  patterns,  in  order  to 
see  an  increase  in  any  of  these  funds,  we 
must  assume  that  there  is  going  to  be  a 
40  %  increase  in  giving  to  these  offer- 
ings. In  addition,  when  we  look  at  the 
cost  of  promotion,  when  we  shift  from 
six  to  four  the  per-offering  cost  in- 
creases, it  does  not  come  down.  In  addi- 
tion, as  we  look  at  the  efficiency  of 
collecting  these  offerings,  it's  been  re- 


ported to  you  that  our  cost  ranges  from 
6.6  %  for  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  to  a 
high  of  a  little  over  26  %  for  Peace  with 
Justice. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  If  you'd  sum  up  as 
soon  as  you  can,  please. 

BROWN:  Yes,  Bishop,  with  these  last 
two  comments.  When  we  compare  a  re- 
port from  the  Better  Business  Bureau,  it 
recommends  that  promotional  costs  for 
nonprofits  should  not  exceed  35  per- 
cent. We  are  doing  far  better  than  that. 
Let  me  ask  you  this  practical  question. 
If  you  and  your  local  church  take  spe- 
cial offerings  at  different  times  during 
the  year  and  you  reduce  the  number 
you  take  across  the  year  from  six  to 
four,  will  you  receive  more  money?  I 
think  not. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  before  us.  The  intent  is, 
as  you  see  on  2155,  to  keep  Paragraph 
81 6  as  it  is  with  some  adjustments  there, 
instead  of  Report  No.  9,  which  has  been 
presented  to  us.  Amendment  is  now  be- 
fore us.  I'll  go  over  here  to  the  green 
card,  close — come  down  to  micro- 
phone 4. 

DONALD  AVERY  (Louisiana): 
Bishop,  I'd  like  to  offer  an  amendment. 
My  amendment  would  be  to  retain  the 
language  "shall"  instead  of  "should."  If 
I  could  get  a  second,  I'd  like  to  speak  to 
it  very  quickly. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  It's  seconded 

AVERY:  I  remember  Bishop  Kenneth 
Shandlin  and  one  of  the  statements  that 
he  used  to  make.  He  used  to  tell  us  that 
we  as  preachers  don't  need  to  protect 
our  people's  pocketbook.  They'll  do  a 
good  enough  job  protecting  their  own. 

(Applause) 

While  I'm  on  the  floor,  let  me  get  it  all 
out,  because  I  probably  won't  get  back 
again.  I  think  that  we  should  maintain 
the  six  days.  We  should  encourage  our 
preachers  to  put  it  before  their  people 
and  give  them  an  opportunity  to  give. 
We  should  not  be,  at  this  point,  knuck- 
ling down  to  people  complaining  about 
the  number  of  special  days  and  the 
number  of  different  causes.  I  have 
learned,  over  a  period  of  time,  that  peo- 
ple do  what  they  want  to  do.  They  can 
always  find  money  for  whatever  they 
want  to  find  money  for.  And  we  need  to 
be  faithful  and  to  put  the  causes  of  the 
church  before  people  and  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  give. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  This  is  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  now 


that  we  have  before  us.  Okay,  right 
down  here,  please.  Yes,  sir. 

DON  WILLIAMS  (West  Michigan): 
Bishop,  we  have  already  taken  action 
on  this  item  and  I'm  wondering  if  it 
would  be  helpful  if  we  heard  from  the 
chairperson  of  the  legislative  commit- 
tee standing  on  the  stage  so  that  as  we 
go  through  we  can  see  how  these  mesh. 
I... 

BISHOP  HEARN:  That's  enough. 
Okay,  what  he's  referring  to  is,  that  has 
already  been  mentioned,  there  is  an- 
other legislative  committee  that  has  an 
item  that  relates  to  this.  It's  been  my  ex- 
perience in  parliamentary  houses  that 
usually,  if  you  take  one  path  and  work 
it  all  the  way  through  to  the  end,  it 
works  best.  But,  I  would  like  for  the 
house  to  be  informed  about  this  other 
one  that  is  about  to  come,  so  Chris,  are 
you  prepared  to  do  that?  Danny  Soliz 
going  to  do  that?  Danny,  if  you  would 
just  inform  the  house  about  the  sub- 
stance of  the  matter  that  you're  going  to 
put  before  them.  He  is  not  putting  this 
before  you  now.  We  have  two  amend- 
ments before  us  and  we  will  trail  that 
out  and  finish  them.  But,  we'll  give  you 
this  for  the  information  of  something 
that  will  be  coming  next. 

DANNY  SOLIZ  (Rio  Grande):  Thank 
you.  Bishop.  Bishop,  the  house  has  ap>- 
proved  Consent  Calendar  Item  no.  1231 
which  is  located  on  page  2136.  This  was 
a  resolution,  a  petition  that  was  per- 
fected by  the  Legislative  Committee  on 
General  and  Judicial  Administration, 
which  calls  for  the  retention  of  the  six 
special  Sundays  as  well  as  an  addition 
of  Organ  and  Donor  Tissue  Sunday  to 
the  church-wide  observance  of  special 
Sundays,  and  then  the  addition  of  an- 
other church-wide  observance  of  Dis- 
ability Awareness  Sunday.  And  then 
also  amended  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday  to  Native  American  i 
Ministry  Sunday.  So,  this  would  have,  | 
is  in  opposition  to  what  is  presented  in 
the  minority  report  and  that  is,  would 
retain  the  six  special  Sundays  as  they 
are  now. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  that  mat- 
ter will  be  before  us  next.  Right  now,  we  J 
have  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  1 
on  item  number  1358  which  will  change 
the  "should"  to  the  "shall."  All  right, 
we'll  go  on  this  side  of  the  house,  right 
down  here.  Mike  2.  J 

JUNE    MCCULLOUGH    (Southern     ' 
New  Jersey):  Bishop,  I  speak  in  support 
of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 
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because   it   puts   the  language  back 
where  we  have  it  in  paragraph  266. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Are  you 
ready  to  vote  on  this  matter?  We  have 
the  amendment,  which  would  change 
the  word  "should"  to  "shall"  in  1358. 
You'll  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
(Yes,  502;  No,  325]  That  amendment 
f)asses,  which  brings  us  back  to  item 
number  1 358.  All  right,  way  in  the  back 
1  see  an  orange  card.  Mike  8. 

KEVIN  GCXDDWIN  (Peninsula-Dela- 
ware): This  time  I'm  wearing  my  Con- 
ference Mission  Secretary  hat.  In 
preparation  for  General  Conference  I 
did  the  numbers  and  then  and  I'm  un- 
fortunately going  to  have  to  disagree 
with  my  fellow  Methodist  from  Califor- 
nia, that  his  numbers  are  not  correct. 
The  cost  of  running  Peace  with  Justice 
Sunday  is  i2%  and  he  stated  anything 
over  35  he  would  not  donate  to,  which 
is  one  of  the  reasons.  Now,  one  of  the 
reasons  also  stated  is  their  concern  for  a 
lack  of  funds.  If  you  understand  that 
the  cost  comes  out  of  what  the  National 
gets,  rolling  it  into  Human  Relations 
Sunday,  assuming  no  increase  in  giving 
whatsoever,  the  Peace  with  Justice 
Sunday  at  the  natonal  level  goes  from 
518,000  to  577,637.  It's  increasing  five- 
fold if  we  do  nothing.  The  money  that's 
kept  at  the  annual  conference  level  goes 
from  118,000  up  to  175,000.  So  the  an- 
nual conferences  will  increase  their 
money  that  they  get  to  keep  by  50%. 
Now,  I  do  ha  ve  to  agree  with  him  on  the 
student  loan  side.  On  the  student  loan 
side  it  is  about  a  10%  cost  under  the 
merged  plan,  but  I  don't  think  that's  a 
big  deal,  because  if  you  look  in  para- 
graph 2694,  annual  conferences  are  al- 
lowed to  have  their  own  special 
Sundays  with  offerings.  So  if  any  an- 
nual conference  finds  it  absolutely  nec- 
essary to  run  their  own  Peace  with 
Justice  Sunday  or  Student  Sunday,  they 
can  do  so  and  it's  according  to  the  Book 
of  Discipline.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  You'll  need  to  sum 
up.  Thank  you.  All  right,  over  here  the 
yellow  card  in  the 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Mike  5. 

MYRON  MCCOY  (Northern  Illinois): 
As  one  who  has  p>ersonally  benefited 
from  the  Crusade  Scholarship  and 
United  Methodist  student  loans,  I  rise 
and  speak  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
What's  being  proposed  in  the  main  mo- 
tion defies  logic  when  you  really  think 
about  it .  Would  we  ever  have  one  offer- 
ing to  help  fund  a  multitude  of  causes  at 
an  annual  conference  or  even  at  a  gen- 


eral conference?  During  the  three  offer- 
ings raised  during  our  time  together 
during  these  last  two  weeks,  would  we 
have  raised  the  same  amount  of  money 
if  we  only  had  one  offering?  We  would 
not  close  the  wallets  of  our  f)eople  in 
those  situations  and  neither  should  we 
close  the  wallets  of  our  fjeople  during 
this  General  Conference  and  in  the  next 
quadrennium.  We  don't  need  less 
money;  we  need  more.  Finally,  when- 
ever there  is  a  high  ratio  of  interpreta- 
tion administrative  cost  relative  to 
receipts,  we  explore  and  implement 
more  cost-effective  methods  of  promo- 
tion. If  it  doesn't  work,  we  fix  it.  I 
strongly  encourage  us  to  approve  the 
amendment. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  I  am  go- 
ing to  turn  to  the  people  who  did  the 
presentation  now.  Any  of  GCFA  would 
be  prepared  to  respond? 

WARNER  BROWN  (California-Ne- 
vada): Thank  you.  Bishop.  There's  al- 
ways a  danger  when  you  begin  to  talk 
about  numbers  and  whose  numbers  are 
right.  1  would  just  share  that  the  num- 
bers that  1  use  are  quoted  from  the  Con- 
sultation on  Special  Sundays  that  were 
prepared  by  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Division  of  Program, 
Benevolence  and  Interpreta.tion.  And  it 
reports  information  that  was  shared  at 
a  meeting  on  August  25,  1998,  Irving, 
Texas.  That  included  task  force  mem- 
bers, representatives  of  boards  of 
Church  and  Society,  Global  Ministries, 
Higher  Education,  Communications, 
various  initiatives  including  Commu- 
nications and  GCFA  staff.  I  would  hope 
that  we  can  count  on  our  general  agen- 
cies for  this  information  being  accurate. 
I  also  say  that  my  projections  were 
based  on  actual  1997  receipts  as  re- 
ported and  projection  scenarios  devel- 
oped from  those.  If  I  am  incorrect  it's 
because  the  information  that  I  received 
that  was  represented  to  be  from  these 
sources  was  incorrect. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay,  GCFA. 

PATRICIA  HINKER:  I  don't  want  to 
comment  on  the  calculations.  I  didn't 
bring  my  calculator.  But  I  can  share 
with  you  that  by  moving  from  six  Sun- 
days to  four  Sundays  there  would  be 
591,000  saved  in  promotion  costs.  Also, 
to  answer  the  question  about  a  more  ef- 
fective way  of  promoting.  UMCom  has 
a  done  a  good  bit  of  research  around 
this  question  and  in  fact,  a  "World  of 
Difference  in  Six  Sundays "  is  a  result  of 
coordinating  that  promotion  to  make  it 
more  cost-effective  and  also  to  make  if 


more  mearungful  to  the  giver.  Bishop, 
would  you  like  me  to  sum  up  at  this 
point  as  well?  Or  do  you  want  more 
questions? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  No,  weare  going  to 
a  vote. 

(Laughter) 

HINKER:  I  just  want  to  say  on  behalf 
of  the  joint  task  force,  we  appreciate  this 
discussion  today.  It  mirrors  the  disois- 
sion  that  we  had  over  a  period  of  about 
1 8  months.  We  too  struggled  with  these 
very  same  issues.  But  the  reality  is  we 
felt  that  this  is  not  an  effective  way  of 
raising  money  for  some  of  these  causes. 
The  special  Sundays  have  become,  in  a 
way,  institutional  giving  in  that  they 
have  continued  to  perform  at  about  the 
same  levels  and  they  also  have  contin- 
ued to  fund  the  same  ministries  since 
their  inception.  We  want  to  also  affirm 
the  sp)eech  that  indicated  that  the  an- 
nual conferences  can  choose  to  have  a 
Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  if,  particu- 
larly in  their  conference,  these  monies 
are  used  for  mearungful  projects.  And 
so  that  way  the  annual  conferences 
where  the  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday, 
for  instance,  is  successful,  would  be 
those  annual  conferences  that  would 
receive  that  offering.  And  so.  Bishop 
and  delegates,  I  would  urge  you  to  suf>- 
port  the  GCFA  report. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  The  amendment  is 
before  us,  which  would  basically  keep 
paragraph  number  816  as  it  is  in  the 
current  Discipline.  If  you  will  vote  your 
convictions  when  the  light  appears. 
lYes.  534:  No,  301]  So  the  amendment 
passes.  Now,  I'm  going  to  turn  back  to 
Danny  Soliz  because  another  legisla- 
tive group  that  dealt  with  the  same  mat- 
ter has  a  slightly  different  twist  on  this. 
So,  I'm  going  to  put  this  before  the 
house  and  then  we're  going  to  see 
where  we  are.  Danny,  would  you  come 
and  share  with  us  that  information, 
please.  The  next  General  Conference, 
we  can't  tell  them  what  to  do,  but  we  do 
want  to  tell  them,  get  all  these  petitions 
together  in  the  same  box  next  time. 

DANNY  SOLIZ  (Rio  Grande): 
Bishop,  the  item  is  found  on  page  2136. 
It's  Calendar  Item  1231. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  OK. 

SOLIZ:  We  felt  that  it  was  important 
to  maintain  the  six  special  Sundays  in 
p>articular  because  of  our  desire  to  see 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  and 
Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  continue. 
We  felt  like  they  had  been  a  benefit  to 
the  church  and  we  want  to  make  sure 
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that  they  are  preserved.  This  calendar 
item  maintains  six  Special  Sundays 
with  offering.  As  I  said  earlier,  it 
amends  Native  American  Awareness 
Sunday  to  Native  American  Ministries 
Sunday.  And  it  increases  from  two  to 
three  the  number  of  special  Sundays 
without  offering  and  we  would  now 
observe  Organ  and  Donor  Tissue 
Sunday  and  would  increase  from  three 
to  four  the  number  of  church-wide 
awareness  Sundays,  adding  Disability 
Awareness  Sunday,  excuse  me. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay,  Danny.  You 
were  here  when  we  just  passed  the  ac- 
tion that  we  just  took  which  would  ba- 
sically leave  that  paragraph  the  same  as 
it  is.  What  are  the  differences  between 
what  you're  proposing  and  what  the 
house  just  accepted? 

SOLIZ:  It  would  add  a  new  special 
Sunday  without  offering.  Bishop, 
which  would  be  Organ  and  Donor  Tis- 
sue Sunday.  And  a  church-wide  obser- 
vance of  DisabiUty  Awareness  Sunday. 
With  the  option  of  annual  conferences 
to  collect  an  offering. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Then 
these  are  the  two  matters  that  would  be 
before  us  in  this  amendment,  and 
would  you  tell  the  house  again  those 
two  differences  that  are  between  this 
and  the  action  which  the  house  just 
took.  So  everybody  will  know.  Listen 
carefully  because  this  will  be  the 
amendment  that  is  before  us  now.  What 
are  the  two  differences  that  you  articu- 
lated? 

SOLIZ:  It  would  increase  from  two  to 
three,  the  number  of  special  Sundays 
we  would  collect  without  offering,  and 
that  would  include  Organ  and  Donor 
Tissue  Sunday;  and  from  three  to  four 
the  number  of  church-wide  obser- 
vances without  offering,  with  the  op)- 
portunity  for  annual  conferences  to 
collect  an  offering,  that  would  be  Dis- 
ability Awareness  Sunday. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right.  Yes, 
green  card. 

RICHARD  EDWARDS  (Northwest 
Texas):  Does  this  also  include  the 
change  of  name  for  the  special  offering 
that's  currently  in  place? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Danny,  would  you 
respond  to  that,  please. 

SOLIZ:  I'm  sorry,  I'm  not  sure  I  un- 
derstood the  question. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Could  you  repeat 
the  question? 

EDWARDS:  I  understood  you  also 
recommended    a    change    in    Native 


American  Ministries.  Does  that  also  in- 
clude the  name  change? 
SOLIZ:  Yes,  it  would. 
BISHOP  HEARN:  Way  in  the  back. 
PORTER    WOMELDORFF    (Illinois 
Great  Rivers):  This  item,  as  the  speaker 
said,  was  included  and  passed  on  Con- 
sent Agenda  A05  yesterday.  What  is  the 
effect  of  that  on  our  proposed  current 
action? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay,  I'll  have  to 
ask  the  persons  that  put  it  on  the  calen- 
dar. If  it  was  on  the  consent  calendar  it 
ought  not  be  coming  back  now.  So  can 
we  have  some  clarification  to  that? 
Okay,  Stan?  See  if  you  can  help  us. 

SAGER:  Bishop,  on  page  1705  of  the 
DCA,  in  the  middle  column,  there  is  a 
rule  under  the  small  letter  "b"  which 
discusses  it,  that  may  be  helpful.  It  talks 
about,  if  matters  approved  on  a  consent 
calendar  are  in  conflict  with  parts  of  an- 
other calendar  item  discussed  and 
voted  upon  at  a  plenary  session,  the 
item  discussed  and  voted  upon  shall 
prevail.  So  if  there  are  differences,  my 
point  would  be  that  whatever  is  done 
here  would  prevail  over  the  consent 
calendar. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right,  the 
chair's  going  to  rule  that  we  have  taken 
care  of  this  matter  and  that  we  go  back 
to  the  fact  that  we  have  passed  an 
amendment  to  Report  No.  9,  that  is  be- 
fore us.  Number  9  has  been  amended 
by  the  action  that  we  took  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  to  keep  the  paragraph  the 
same  as  it  is  in  the  current  Discipline,  ex- 
cept to  change  the  word  shall  to  should, 
and  you  have  already  acted  upon  that 
item.  So  these  items  have  been  acted 
upon.  Does  GCFA  have  anything  else 
they  need  to  bring  before  us? 

(Pause) 

GAIL  SCOTT  (GCFA  Member): 
Bishop  Hearn,  delegates,  guests.  It  is 
my  pleasure  to  present  to  you  Report 
No.  10.  You'll  find— 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I  want  to  ask  you,  if 
you  would,  to  present  this  just  as  suc- 
cinctly as  possible.  The  material  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates,  and  I 
don't  think  that  they're  in  need  of  a 
speech,  a  long  speech,  at  this  time. 
Thank  you. 

SCOTT:  Yes,  sir. 

(Unidentified  Person  Speaks,  Inaudible) 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Okay,  what  is  your 
point  of  order?  (Pause)  I  missed  both  the 
should  and  the  shall,  didn't  I?  Okay.  It'll 


come  out  in  the  editing.  Thanks,  friend. 
Okay,  if  you'll  proceed  with  Report  No. 
10. 

Internal  Audit  Department  and  Com- 
mittee on  Audit  and  Review 

SCOTT:  Report  No.  10  is  found  on 
page  348  of  the  Advance  edition  "red 
book."  It  tells  you  of  the  work  of  the  In- 
ternal Audit  Department  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Audit  and  Review.  Four 
years  ago  at  the  1996  General  Confer- 
ence there  was  established  an  Internal 
Audit  function  for  apphcation  to  the 
agencies.  I  encourage  you  to  read  that 
report  since  it  is  a  brand  new  initiative. 
A  number  of  recommendations  in  the 
report,  including  that  we  continue  the 
work  of  the  Internal  Audit  Department 
because  it  is  very  important  work.  So 
Bishop,  I  move  the  adoption  of  Repwrt 
No.  10. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  No.  10  is  before 
you.  You'll  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  769,  No,  23}.  We  appreciate  the 
work  that  GCFA  is  doing  in  this  impor- 
tant field  and  hope  that  all  of  you  will 
become  familiar  with  that  work.  Bishop 
Ott. 

GCFA  Budget  Approved 

BISHOP  DONALD  OTT:  Conference, 
I  am  Bishop  Ott,  vice-president  of 
GCFA.  I  bring  to  you  Report  No.  14,  the 
"Budget  of  the  General  Council  on  Fi- 
nance and  Admiiustration."  It  has  been 
before  you  for  a  number  of  weeks  in  the 
Advance  DCA,  pages  361-362,  was  be- 
fore you  in  a  revision  in  this  morning's 
DCA,  pages  2293-2294.  The  revisions 
are  modest,  they're  driven  by  actions 
that  you  have  taken.  And  I  put  it  before 
you. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  This  budget  is  be- 
fore you.  You  will  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  794;  No,  34].  Bishop 
Looney? 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  The  Report  No.  1 1 
is  on  Page  350  to  352  in  the  Advance 
DCA. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  What's  your  point 
of  order?  As  soon  as  we  clear  this  mat- 
ter we're  going  to  Report  No.  11,  is  that 
correct.  Bishop  Looney? 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  Yes. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right. 

STEPHEN  MOTT  (New  England): 
Bishop,  did  we  ever  vote  on  Report  No. 
9  after  it  was  amended? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  What  we  did  was 
to  adopt  the  substitute,  which  was  in 
the  form  of  an  amendment  to  it.  Just  to 
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be  sure  that  it  is  in  the  record,  we'll 
come  back  now  and  put  the  amend- 
ment as  the  main  motion  on  No.  9.  If 
you  will  vote  on  that  when  the  hght  ap- 
pears. [Yes,  753;  No,  64j  It  is  adopted. 
Bishop  Looney,  we  turn  to  you. 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  Yes,  I  move  the 
report,  the  adoption  of  Report  No.  11. 

BISHOP  HE ARN:  No.  1 1 ,  which  is  on 
page  350.  If  you  will  make  your  deci- 
sion on  Ref)ort  No.  11,  vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  784;  No,  15]  It  is 
adopted. 

References  from  1996  General  Conference 
Approved 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  Report  No.  13, 
found  on  pages  358  to  360  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA,  having  to  do  with  "Refer- 
ences from  the  1996  General 
Conference."  I  move  its  adoption. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Report  No.  1 3  is  be- 
fore you.  You  will  vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  817:  No,  13]  You  have 
adopted  it. 

BISHOP  LOONEY;  And  the  final 
word  from  the  mouth  of  any  preacher, 
"finally,"  Report  No.  15,  pages  362  to 
363.  These  are  the  "Reports  Presented 
with  Other  General  Agencies,"  and  I 
move  its  adoption. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Report  No.  15  is 
now  before  you.  Vote  when  the  light 
appears.  [Yes,  835:  No,  9]  It's  adopted. 

BISHOP  LOONEY:  This  finishes  our 
reports,  and  then  we  thank  you  and  all 
the  agencies  who've  worked  in  the  ne- 
gotiation. Thank  you  very  much. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Let's  express  our 
appreciation  of  these  fjeople. 

(Applause) 

We  have  a  special  communication 
that  needs  to  be  shared  with  the  Confer- 
ence. I'm  going  to  call  on  the  Confer- 
ence secretary,  Carolyn  Marshall,  to 
make  that  communication  known  to  us. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  We  have 
received  a  letter  from  president  of  Mac- 
edonia, a  f)erson  who  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  this  General  Conference  the  last 
three  and,  because  of  responsibilities 
there,  could  not  share  it  with  us.  Be- 
cause of  our  relationship  with  Macedo- 
nia and  this  individual's  relationship  in 
the  country  with  the  people  there,  at  the 
church  there,  we  are  asking  that  a  part 
of  this  letter  be  shared  with  you.  We're 
asking  Jim  Shaw,  who  chaired  the 
Commission  or  the  Committee  on 
Courtesies,  to  brmg  that  to  us  at  this 
time. 


JIM  SHAW  (South  Indiana):  Thank 
you,  Carolyn.  Bishop? 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Yes? 

SHAW:  While  our  committee  has  not 
appeared  before  the  body  until  this 
time  during  the  conference,  our  com- 
mittee has  been  working  and  I'd  like  to, 
if  you  will  permit,  to  recognize  just  the 
members  of  the  committee. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  All  right. 

Letter  from  the  President  of 
The  Rspublic  of  Macedonia 

SHAW:  Would  the  committee  mem- 
bers please  stand  where  you  are?  Betty 
Suzuki  has  been  serving  as  our  secre- 
tary, 

(Applause) 

and  may  the  other  members  please 
also  stand?  The  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  of  Macedonia 
reads  as  follows:  "Dear  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ,  I  bring  you  greetings 
from  Macedonia  where  God  has  been 
working  in  a  powerful  way.  My  coun- 
try of  Macedonia  has  just  gone  through 
a  crisis  of  immense  proportions,  testing 
the  very  fabric  of  our  society.  The 
Kosovo  crisis  of  last  year  brought  al- 
most 300,000  refugees  into  Macedonia. 
And  yet  the  citizens  of'  Macedonia 
stood  together,  united,  and  overcame 
our  problems  when  many  said  we 
could  not.  I  credit  our  God  in  keeping 
Macedonia  together  during  these  dark 
days,  and  I  know  that  you  and  count- 
less others  around  the  world  were 
praying  for  us.  I  can  tell  you  that  the 
prayers  of  the  saints  were  heard.  Today 
God  is  allowing  me  to  serve  my  country 
as  president.  I  am  both  humbled  and 
honored  to  serve,  knowing  full  well 
that  God  has  put  me  in  this  position  so 
that  His  name  may  be  glorified  and  so 
that  others  might  have  the  opportunity 
to  know  Him.  1  appreciate  your  contin- 
ued prayersand  support.  While  you  are 
at  General  Conference,  may  you  re- 
main focused  on  the  one  issue  which 
binds  all  of  us  together:  the  transform- 
ing love  of  Jesus  Christ  and  eternal  light 
with  him  and  the  believers.  We're  all 
called  to  be  fishers  of  men  by  our  Father 
throughout  our  lives,  no  matter  what 
our  position  is.  As  a  former  delegate  I 
know  that  it  is  easy  to  get  tied  down  in 
rules,  regulations,  and  procedures,  es- 
p>ecially  within  organizations.  But  we 
must  remain  mindful  of  our  purpose  in 
life  here  on  earth:  to  glorify  our  Father 
Let  me  close  by  quoting  the  prophet  Mi- 
cah,  who  said:  'He  has  shown  you,  O 


man,  what  is  good;  and  what  does  the 
Lord  require  of  you  ?  To  act  justly,  and  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
your  God.'  Let  us  go  forward  now  and 
carry  out  God's  commandments  to  us 
with  the  final  goal  of  glorifying  his 
name  and  shanng  the  good  news  of  Je- 
sus Christ  with  the  world  In  Christ's 
name  and  love.  Boris  Chagosgi."  Thank 
you.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  We  appreciate  the 
information — 

(Applause) 

we've  gotten  from  this  former  dele- 
gate who  is  now  the  president  of  the 
country  that  has  such  a  biblical  sound- 
ing name.  Our  rule,  our  adoption  this 
morning  of  the  agenda  calls  for  us  to  ad- 
journ at  5:30.  We've  just  about  come  to 
that  hour,  but  I'm  going  to  turn  to  the 
secretary  to  see  if  there  are  matters  that 
need  to  be  shared  in  terms  of  announce- 
ments. 

Judicial  Council  Rules  that 

General  Conference  Has  Authority  to 

Plan  for  Support  of  Bishops 

MARSHALL:  Yes,  Bishop,  there  are. 
First  one  is  a  ruling  from  the  Judicial 
Council  regarding  the  petition  from  the 
2000  General  Conference  regarding  the 
constitutionality  of  Petition  30958 
fa823d  adopted  on  May  11, 2000,  which 
provides  that  a  salary  of  a  newly- 
elected  bishop  begiiw  at  the  time  of  con- 
secration as  a  bishop.  On  May  11, 2000, 
a  delegate  from  the  North  Georgia  An- 
nual Conference  moved  that  Petition 
30958  fa823d  be  referred  to  the  Judicial 
Council  to  determine  whether  it  is  con- 
stitutional. The  Judicial  Council  has  ju- 
risdiction under  12609  of  the  1996 
Discipline.  The  question  of  when  the  sal- 
ary of  a  bishop  begins  has  been  before 
the  Judicial  Council  previously.  In  De- 
cision 781,  the  Judicial  Council  stated 
"As  set  forth  in  the  1992  Disciplme, 
1923,  bishops  are  paid  from  the  Episco- 
pal Fund,  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  recom- 
mends to  the  General  Conference  the 
budget  for  the  Episcopal  Fund.  In 
adopting  the  recommendation  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration, the  General  Conference 
makes  plans  for  their  support  as  re- 
quired by  115  and  125  It  is  cleariy  the 
responsibility  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  make  these  plans."  Decision  781 
was  made  pursuant  to  the  1992  Dtsci- 
pline.  There  were  no  changes  in  the  rele- 
vant paragraphs  in  the  1996  Discipline 
to  negate  Decision  781.  It  remains  the 
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responsibility  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  to  rec- 
ommend the  budget  for  the  Episcopal 
Fund.  Further,  it  remains  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  General  Conference  to 
adopt  a  plan  to  the  support  of  bishops. 
The  concluding  digest;  "Petition  30958 
fa823d,  adopted  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence on  May  11,  2000,  is  constitutional 
as  it  follows  in  the  direction  Article  4  of 
the  Constitution,  ^15,  of  the  1996  Disci- 
pline that  the  General  Conference  adopt 
a  plan  for  the  support  of  the  bishops  of 
the  church." 

BISHOP  HEARN:  Thank  you,  Caro- 
lyn. Do  you  have  other  announcements 
that  need  to  be  made  to  the  house? 

MARSHALL:  I  do.  One,  these  are 
some  housekeeping  things  of  which  we 
should  be  aware.  One,  is  that  the  food 
court  in  Hall  A  will  not  be  serving  food 
tonight.  A  reminder  to  be  sure  to  check 
around  your  seat  as  you  leave  either  to- 
night for  dinner  or  as  we  conclude  this  a 
little  later,  and  take  all  of  your  materials 
with  you.  Everything  that  is  left  on  the 
tables  tonight  after  the  session  will  be 
discarded.  The  photographic  and  video 
sales  now  in  the  registration  area  will 
close  soon  after  the  break  for  the  dinner 
hour.  The  audio  tape  sales  in  the  regis- 
tration area  will  close  at  9;00  p.m.  And 
then  once  again  our  reminder  as  far  as 
the  translation  headsets  are  concerned, 
it  is  very,  very  important  that  those  be 
turned  in.  They  will  be  of  no  use  to  you 
after  you  leave  here.  So  please  leave 
them  and  turn  them  in  upon  your  leav- 
ing the  final  time  today.  And  then, 
Bishop,  just  a  final  word  for  our  infor- 
mation now,  and  that  is  the  fact  that  I'm 
sure  the  conference  would  want  us  to 
send  greetings  to  Bishop  Boulton. 
Bishop  Boulton  was  the  bishop  of  the 
area  here  at  the  time  the  decision  was 
made  and  the  invitation  issued  to  come 
to  Cleveland  for  General  Conference, 
and  I'm  sure  that  this  conference  would 
want  to  greet  him. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  If  you  would  ask 
the  secretary  to  be  certain  that  that 
greeting  is  sent  to  Bishop  Boulton, 
you'll  lift  the  hand.  Thank  you.  Those 
opposed  down,  and  the  greetings  will 
be  sent  to  Bishop  Boulton.  Are  there 
any  other  announcements,  Carolyn? 

M  ARHSALL:  I  think  that  completes  it 
for  now. 

BISHOP  HEARN:  I  want  to  express 
appreciation  to  Bishops  Huie  and  Solo- 
mon who  have  been  sitting  with  me  this 
afternoon.  We  decided  that  we  would 
keep  together  the  team  that  spent  the 


day  together  yesterday  and  for  this 
afternoon  session.  So  I  express  my  ap>- 
preciation  to  them  for  sitting  with  me 
during  this  session  this  afternoon. 

(Applause) 

Now  to  close  this  session  of  the  con- 
ference, I'd  like  to  say  a  great  word  of 
appreciation  to  you  for  the  help  that 
you've  given  to  take  care  of  a  tremen- 
dous amount  of  business  that  related  to 
the  fiscal  affairs  of  our  church.  And 
those  affairs,  of  course,  relate  directly  to 
the  mission  and  ministry  that  our 
church  does  in  so  many  places.  So  we 
should  all  feel  a  sense  of  excitement 
about  what  has  been  done  in  terms  of 
making  these  funds  available  as  well  as 
give  thanksgiving  to  Uruted  Methodist 
people  across  the  connection  who  make 
these  funds  available  for  mission  and 
ministry  in  all  these  places. 

(Applause) 

I  have  asked  Bishop  David  Lawson  to 
come  and  to  give  the  prayer  for  the 
close  of  this  session.  Before  he  does,  I 
want  to  indicate  to  you  that  the  two  of 
us  have  shared  something  during  this 
experience  of  this  General  Conference 
in  that  we  both  have  tried  to  set  a  new 
tone  of  style. 

(Laughter  and  Applause) 

We  actually  were  in  a  stomping  con- 
test together,  and  we  both  lost.  Bishop 
Lawson,  it's  a  wonderful  thing  to  have 
you  come  now  and  to  close  this  session 
with  a  word  of  prayer. 

Bishop  Lawson  Prays  Afternoon  Session 
into  Closure 

BISHOP  LAWSON:  If  you'd  be  will- 
ing and  if  you  are  able  to  do  so  would 
you  stand  so  that  we  might  have  prayer 
together?  Our  very  presence  in  this 
place,  O  God,  is,  is  our  testimony  that 
we  belong  to  you — no  one  else,  nothing 
else,  you.  We're  very  tired.  It  would  be 
very  easy  for  us  to  ease  out  of  here  with- 
out acknowledging  that  simple,  pro- 
found fact.  But  we  do  acknowledge  it, 
everyone  of  us  in  the  quietness  of  our 
mind,  heart,  just  now,  quietly  admit- 
ting the  One  to  whom  we  belong.  We're 
grateful  to  you,  God,  for  Woody  Hearn 
and  for  those  who  back  him  up  in  this 
experience  of  guiding  this  house  in  its 
decisions.  And  just  now  in  this  moment 
of  prayer  if  you  will  help  us,  our  minds 
will  range  across  the  congregations  of 
this  denomination  around  the  planet 
Earth.  We've  listened  to  them  speak  in  a 
multitude  of  languages,  we  hear  their 


song,  we  see  them  dance.  We  have 
organs  and  drums  and  pianos  and  gui- 
tars. And  we  watch  in  our  memories  as 
they,  in  a  moment  of  worship,  receive 
into  their  hands  an  offering  plate  and 
commit  themselves  to  you  once  again 
in  very  tangible  forms,  and  thus  allow 
us  to  be  here  to  make  decisions.  We're 
grateful  for  those  people  and  their  loy- 
alty and  their  faithfulness.  And  now  we 
go  out  of  here  looking  for  nourishment. 
We  have  work  to  do  still.  And  will  you 
guide  us  toward  that  nourish- 
ment— some  of  it  food  and  some  of  it 
fellowship  and  some  of  it  a  breath  of 
fresh  air?  And  send  us  back  soon,  bright 
and  fresh,  in  order  that  once  again  we 
can  counsel  together  wondering  what  it 
might  be  that  you  would  have  us  to  do 
in  the  life  of  the  church.  We  ask  this  in 
Christ's  name.  Amen. 

Friday  Evening 
May  12, 2000 

(Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  presiding) 

BISHOP  MELVIN  G.  TALBERT: 
Amen.  Amen.  Give  Cynthia  and  her 
music  team  a  well-deserved  hand. 
Thank  you,  Cynthia.  Thank  you.  Thank 
you. 

(Applause) 

All  right,  if  you  would  take  your 
places,  and  let's  settle  down  for ...  in  a 
spirit  of  prayer.  Take  your  places,  and  I 
want  to  begin  with  a  brief  word  of 
prayer.  Let's  take  your  places.  The  dele- 
gates .  .  .  delegates,  please  take  your 
seats.  And  let  us  be  in  an  attitude  of 
prayer.  Please  take  your  seats,  let's  be  in 
an  attitude  of  prayer. 

All  right,  let  us  pray.  Most  holy  and 
gracious  God,  we  come  to  this  last  day 
in  another  General  Conference.  We 
come  to  this  moment  out  of  a  history  of 
struggle  and  pain.  But  even  as  we  have 
experienced  all  of  these  emotions  in  our 
lives,  we  know  that  you  have  been  with 
us.  And  so  we  come  now  to  acknowl- 
edge that  you  will  not  leave  us  alone 
here  this  night.  You  will  be  with  us.  We 
pray  that  we  will  open  ourselves  to  the 
guidance  of  your  Spirit;  and  as  we  con- 
tinue our  work  here  together,  we  will 
be  mindful  of  who  we  are:  your  people, 
called  to  serve  through  your  church. 
Help  us  to  open  ourselves,  this  night 
and  always,  to  doing  and  discerning 
this  one  thing:  seeking  and  discerning 
your  will.  Nothing  more.  Nothing  less. 
Nothing  else.  In  the  name  and  in  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  pray.  Amen. 
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All  right,  friends.  We  have  before  us 
now  whatever  it  takes  to  wrap  us  up, 
and  I'm  going  to  begin  by  recognizing 
the  Agenda  chair  and  see  if  she  has  any- 
thing for  us  as  we  get  going.  All  right 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Honda):  I 
believe  what  we  have  is  the  consent  cal- 
endar. 

BISHOP  T ALBERT:  All  right,  let's  get 
the  mikes  on  up  front  here.  (Pause)  All 
right,  I  think  we  are  ready. 

MASSEY:  What  we  have  for  you  to- 
night are  the  consent  calendars.  Gere? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

RTZGERALD  REIST:  Good  evening. 
I  am  Fitzgerald  Reist,  of  Central  Penn- 
sylvania Conference,  Coordinator  of 
the  Calendar. 

(Applause) 

Consent  Calandars  A07.  A93,  C07,  C92. 
and  C93,  Approved 

Please  turn  in  your  Daily  Christian  Ad- 
ivcate  for  today,  Friday,  May  12",  2000, 
Volume  4,  No.  9  [sic,  10),  to  page  2310. 
That's  page  2310.  The  7**  Consent  Cal- 
endar begirds  there.  On  page  2310,  Sp)e- 
cial  Consent  Calendar  C92  begins  with 
Calendar  Item  1149.  That's  Calendar 
Item  1149. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of  Spe- 
cial Consent  Calendar  . . .  C92. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  693; 
No,  11/  You  have  approved  it. 

REIST:  On  f)age  2310,  the  same  page. 
Special  Consent  Calendar  A93,  A93, 
consists  of  Calendar  Item  1 352.  On  page 
2311,. .  .I'msorry,begi'is  with  Calendar 
Item  1 352.  On  page  231 1 ,  Calendar  Item 
1 180  has  been  removed;  Calendar  Item 
1 180  has  been  removed. 

MASSEY:  I  mo%'e  the  approval  of  Spe- 
cial Consent  Calendar  A93,  with  the  ex- 
ception noted. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  734; 
No,  8]  You  have  confirmed  it. 

REIST:  On  page  231 1 ,  page  231 1 ,  Spe- 
cial Consent  Calendar  B93  begins  with 
Calendar  Item  1353. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of  Spe- 
cial Consent  Calendar  B93. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  732; 
No,  15/  You  have  adopted  it. 

REIST:  On  page  2312,  the  next  page. 
Special  Consent  Calendar  C93  begins 
with  Calendar  Item  1 366.  On  page  231 2, 
Calendar  Item  1 550,  has  been  removed. 


MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of 
Consent  Calendar  C93,  with  the  excep- 
tion noted. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  750; 
No,  13]  You  have  approved  Calendar 
Item  C93. 

REIST:  On  page  2313,  that's  page 
2313,  Consent  Calendar  A07  begins 
with  Calendar  Item  1563. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of 
Consent  Calendar  A07. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  752; 
No,  14]  You  have  approved  the  calen- 
dar. 

REIST:  On  page  2313,  the  same  page. 
Consent  Calendar  C07  begins  with  Cal- 
endar Item  1565. 

MASSEY:  I  move  the  approval  of 
Cor\sent  Calendar  C07. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  C07  is  before 
you.  Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes, 
767;  No,  18]  You  have  approved  it. 

MASSEY:  Guess  what,  folks?  We're 
through! 

REIST:  With  the  consent  calendars. 
Thank  you! 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  as  we 
now  move  to  finish  the  reports  of  the 
committees,  friends,  let  me  just  say,  I 
want  to  test  this  with  the  body,  I  don't 
want  to  get  bogged  down  in  special 
courtesy  repxjrts  and  sjjecial  priNileges. 
We  are  going  to  finish  the  business  of 
the  Conference,  and  then  we'll  get  into 
some  of  this.  Mike  number  8;  you're 
waving  your  card  back  there,  what  is  it? 

KURT  GLASSCO  (Oklahoma):  Yes, 
sir.  Question  for  the  Committee  on 
Agenda  and  Calendar. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Listen, 
Committee  on  Agenda  and  Calendar. 

GLASSCO::  On  page  2283  there's  a 
resolution  printed  in  the  DC  A  that  I 
presented  on  May  9.  Will  it  appear  later 
for  approval? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Can  you  just  look 
at  that  and  tell  me  where  we  can  put  it 
in  the  calendar?  If  it  was  brought  before 
this  conference,  and  you  put  it  before 
the  conference  and  it  was  to  be  printed 
and  brought  back  for  action,  is  that 
right? 

GLASSCO:  It  is  my  understandmg  to 
submit  It  to  the  committee,  which  we 
did  to  perfect  it  And  now  they  have 
published  it. 


BISHOP  MELVIN  G  TALBERT:  All 
nghl.  Then  you  might  just  look  at  that 
and  take  a  little  time  to  think  about  it 
and  let  me  know,  whoever.  All  nght. 

GLASSCO:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  If  you  could  do 

that. 

RIEST:  It  was  thedecision  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agenda  and  Calendar,  that 
we  would  turn  to  these  items  when  we 
complete  the  business  of  the  conference 
if  we  complete  on  time. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  thank 
you.  We'll  take  it  in  that  order  then. 
Now  as  we  get  ready  for  the  reports 
from  the  committee  members,  let  me 
take  this  moment  simply  to  acknowl- 
edge that  I  have  assisting  me  tonight 
two  persons.  First  of  all.  Bishop  Alfred 
Norris.  He's  a  good  buddy  of  mine.  I've 
known  him  for  years.  In  fact,  he  was  my 
best  nnan  April  1. 

(Applause) 

He  saw  me  through  that  and  i  think 
he  can  see  me  through  tonight.  So  thank 
you,  Alfred,  for  being  here  with  me  to- 
ixight.  And  the  other  one  is  my  col- 
league bishop  from  the  Phoenix  area. 
Bill  Dew.  So  they  will  be  riding  shotgun 
with  me  and  I  hope  we  can  see  it 
through  tonight. 

(Applause) 

Let's  move  now  to  the  report  of  the 
Comnuttee  on  General  Judicial  Admin- 
istration, Chris  Harmon. 

CHRISTINE  HARMAN  (Kentucky): 
Thank  you.  Bishop.  Maybe  we  can 
bring  this  home  tonight.  First  I  must  - 
before  we  bring  our  regular  items,  1 
must  direct  you  to  something  that  we 
need  to  get  clarified  with  the  confer- 
ence. If  you  would  tuminyour  DCiAsto 
jjage  2225.  And  direct  your  attention  to 
Calendar  Item  1401.  That's  page  2225, 
item  1401.  This  item  has  already  been 
voted  and  cleared  by  this  General  Con- 
ference. However,  it  has  been  brought 
to  our  attention  that  there  may  have 
been  some  confusion  with  that.  When 
the  legislative  committee  was  debating 
this  issue  and  discussing  it,  we  talked 
about  the  possibility  of  whether  or  not 
there  were  financial  implications. 
Through  our  discussion  our  conclusion 
was  that  there  were  not;  that  the  bud- 
gets of  the  general  agency  should  be 
able  to  accommodate  the  request  that 
was  coming  in  this  amended  petition. 
However,  when  we  brought  the  peti- 
tion forth  we  did  not  include  a  state- 
ment     of      our      assumption      and 
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understanding  that  the  current  budgets 
of  those  general  agencies  could  care  for 
this  item.  Now,  if  the  body  was  not  op- 
erating under  that  assumption,  then  1 
need  to  bring  a  motion  to  reconsider  in 
order  to  make  a  recommendation  for 
referral  to  GCFA.  So  - 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  think  what  you 
need  to  do  is  state  to  the  body  what 
your  assumption  is  and  then  I'll  test 
that  with  the  body. 

HARMON:  The  assumption  was  that 
the  existing  and  operating  budgets  of 
the  general  boards  and  agencies  would 
be  able  to  accommodate  the  amend- 
ment that  was  made  into  this  petition 
and  is  printed  in  your  DCA. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  I  see  a 
hand  over  here  and  we're  going  to  have 
the  body  test  this.  Let  me  see  what  you 
have.  Mike  6. 

Pan  Methodist  Participation 
in  Boards  and  Agencies 

BILL  LUX  (Iowa):  I'm  wondering  if 
the  members  of  the  Pan  Methodist 
Committee  have  been  consulted  as  to 
whether  they  would  agree  to  sending  a 
person  to  be  on  each  board  and  agency. 
As  you  know,  most  of  those  members 
are  bishops  of  AME,  CME  and  AME 
Zion  churches.  I  wonder  if  they're  will- 
ing to  take  the  time  to  spend.  That 
needs  to  be  connected  with  them  before 
we  ask  them  or  maybe  we  could  extend 
the  invitation. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  think  that's  the 
issue.  It'll  be  extended.  Let's  test  the 
body  and  see  if  you  agree  with  the  as- 
sumption that  the  chair  stated.  If  you 
agree  with  the  assumption  you'll  vote 
with  one,  if  you  do  not,  vote  two.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  694;  No, 
931  All  right.  They  agree  with  your  as- 
sumption. Let's  move  ahead. 

HARMON:  Thank  you  very  much. 
We'll  return  now  to  our  discussion  of 
constitutional  items  with  Kathi  Austin 
Mahle  who  chaired  the  subcommittee 
on  this  area. 

KATHI  AUSTIN  MAHLE:  Thank 
you,  Chris.  Bishop... 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Yes. 

MAHLE:  I'm  hoping  that  we  can 
move  through  this  fairly  expeditiously. 
If  1  could  have  the  first  slide.  What  we 
have  prepared  is  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  with  the  information 
that  we  have  already  approved.  The 
first  sentence  that  you  see  there,  "The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  part  of  the 
church  universal,  which  is  one  body  in 


Christ,"  is  currently  in  the  Discipline. 
We  did  not  do  anything  with  that  sen- 
tence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Now  let  me  just 
test,  are  you  with  her — do  you  know 
what  this  is?  You're  clear? 

MAHLE:  Yes,  I'm  sorry,  paragraph  4, 
page  258,  Calendar  Item  1380. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

MAHLE:  This  morning  we  took  ac- 
tion with  The  United  Meth..I  had 
assum.. 2158.. The  slide  that  I  thought 
was  being  prepared  does  not  reflect  the 
action  that  we  took  this  morning.  As 
you  read  this  next  sentence,  'The 
United  Methodist  Church  acknowl- 
edges that  all  persons  are  of  sacred 
worth."  This  is  part  of  what  we  are 
amending.  In  the  next  sentence,  begin- 
ning with  "all  persons  without  regard 
to  race,  color,  national  origin,  status  or 
economic  condition  shall  be  eligible  to 
attend  its  worship  services,  participate 
in  its  program,  receive  the  Sacraments; 
upon  Baptism  be  admitted  as  baptized 
members  and  upon  taking  vows  declar- 
ing their  Christian  faith  become  pro- 
fessing members  in  any  local  church. 
Beginning  with  "all  persons"  and  m«.'V- 
ing  to  "shall  be"  following  is  what  we 
voted  this  morning,  that  is,  has  cur- 
rently been  approved.  Our  next  sen- 
tence, if  we  could  have  slide  2  and  then 
slide  3.  It's  always  interesting  when 
you  deal  with  technology.  This  is  what 
we  approved  this  morning.  Now,  if  we 
could  go  to  slide  3.  This  is  what  the 
committee  recommends.  "In  the  United 
Methodist  Church  no  conference  or 
other  organizational  unit  of  the  church 
shall  be  structured  so  as  to  exclude  any 
member  or  constituent  body  of  the 
church  because  of  race,  color,  national 
origin,  status  or  economic  condition." 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

MAHLE:  Now,  you  referred  to  a 
group  of  us  to  work  on  a  substitute  mo- 
tion by  amendment  and  Joy  Moore  has 
that  to  present.  I  believe 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  let's 
recognize  you,  Joy.  Go  to  mike  4. 

Special  Committee  Returtis  with 
Amendment  on  Membership  Eligibility 

JOY  MOORE  (West  Michigan):  In 
consultation  with  the  members  of  the 
General  Judicial  Legislative  Committee 
I  present  this  perfected  substitution.  I 
believe  it  will  be  on  the  screen  and  I  will 
read  the  entire  constitutional  para- 
graph and  1  suggest  that  we  all  breathe 
before  I  finish  the  third  sentence. 


'The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
part  of  the  church  universal,  which  is 
one  body  in  Christ.  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  acknowledges  all  persons 
are  of  sacred  worth  and  created  in  the 
image  of  God.  All  persons,  inclusive  of 
every  race,  color,  national  origin,  sta- 
tus, sex,  age,  disability,  or  economic 
condition,"  shall  be  eligible  to  attend  its 
worship  services,  participate  in  its  pro- 
grams, receive  the  sacraments,  upon 
baptism  be  admitted  as  baptized  mem- 
bers, and  upon  taking  vows  declaring 
the  Christian  faith  become  professing 
members  in  any  local  church  in  the  con- 
nection. In  The  United  Methodist 
Church  no  conference  or  other  organi- 
zational unit  of  the  church  shall  be 
structured  so  as  to  exclude  any  member 
or  any  constituent  body  of  the  church 
because  of  race,  color,  national  origin, 
status,  sex,  disability,  or  economic  con- 
dition. You  will  notice  that  during  the 
second  listing,  age  was  not  in  the  list. 
This  is  because  of  specific  age-related 
stipulations  already  built  into  current 
structures  regarding  categories  of 
youth — ages  12  through  17,  young 
adult — 17  through  30,  and  mandatory 
retirement  at  age  70. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Now,  is 
this  what  you  have  before  us,  then,  are 
these  items,  these  words  in  color? 

MAHLE:  Except  for  in  the  first  sen- 
tence, the  additional  words  "and  cre- 
ated in  the  image  of  God"  has  not  been 
highlighted.  That  is  not  in  the  original 
motion. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  I  think 
the  best  thing  for  us  to  do  then  is  to  treat 
these  additional  words  as  an  amend- 
ment coming  from  this  small  group, 
and  we'll  put  that  before  you  then  as,  as 
what's  being  debated  now.  AH  right.  I 
see  this  green  card  over  here.  Mike, 
mike  4. 

BILL  HINES  (West  Ohio):  With  a 
question  again.  Are  you  talking  about 
baptized  members  or  professing  mem- 
bers? And  if  this  is  not  the  case  that 
we're  taking  about  baptized  members, 
any  person  can  be  a  baptized  member 
whether  they're  a  baby  or  whoever  it 
may  be.  If  it's  a  professing  member, 
then  we,  I  can  understand.  But  in  that 
last  sentence,  will  this  become  part  of 
our  constitution  and  negate  everything 
we  did  yesterday? 

MAHLE:  I  believe  that  if  you're  refer- 
ring to  the  second  list,  we  are  talking 
about  structures  of  the  church. 

HINES:  But  you're  only  using  the 
word  members. 
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MAHLE:  Right. 

MINES:  Yes,  that's  right.  That's  what  I 
mean. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  I  think, 
I  think — all  right.  The  card  behind  you 
back  here.  Mike  6  or  8. 

JASON  PAULSMEYER  (Missouri 
East):  Bishop,  I  would  like  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  before 
us. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You're  in  order. 

PAULSMEYER:  1  would  like  to  strike 
the  word  age  where  it  appears  in  the 
first  paragraph  as  was  highlighted  on 
the  screen.  And  if  I  have  a  second,  1  will 
speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is  there 
a  second?  It's  seconded. 

PAULSMEYER:  As  a  young  adult,  I 
recognize  the  absolute  importance  of 
age  inclusiveness  in  our  church.  But  as 
a  youth  director  in  a  local  church,  I  real- 
ize the  tradition  that  many  local 
churches  have  of  discriminating  ac- 
cording to  age,  and  I  feel  legitimately  so 
in  when  we  allow  people  to  become 
professing  members  of  our  church  or 
go  through  what's,  what  we  commonly 
refer  to  as  confirmation.  If  we  would  in- 
clude age  in  this  paragraph  as  pre- 
sented, anyone  of  any  age,  a  two-  or 
three-year-old,  could  legitimately  re- 
quest and  would  have  to  be  recognized 
and  allowed  to  become  a  professing 
member  of  the  church.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is  there 
someone  against  this  amendment?  Do  I 
see  a  hand  against  it?  I  see  none.  Any- 
thing from  you?  Did  I  see  a  hand?  All 
right,  yes.  All  right.  Mike  4. 

MOORE:  I've  not  known  a 
two-year-old  to  be  able  to  make  a  pro- 
fession of  Christian  faith,  and  so  I 
would  speak  against  the  amendment, 
particularly  by  the  example  that  he  has 
used.  The  word  in  the,  in  the  first  para- 
graph is  separated  by  saying  "the  list." 
And  then  it  says  "and  upon  taking 
vows  declaring  Christian  faith."  And 
that  would  distinguish  someone  who  is 
able  to  make  that  kind  of  vow. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  This 
amendment  is  before  us.  Yes.  Mike  4. 

ANDY  LANGFORD  (Western  North 
Carolina):  Bishop.  I  speak  against  the 
amendment  1  appreciate  what  Joy  has 
been  trying  to  do  I  think  she's  trying  to 
be  sensitive  and  inclusive  in  her  lan- 
guage. I  believe  this  is  begir\ning  to  take 
us  down  a  road  we  don't  want  to  go 
down.  I  think  the  way  the  committee 


has  proposed  it  by  what  Kathi  has  pre- 
sented ought  to  be  accepted  by  this 
group.  1  think  otherwise,  again,  we're 
opening  up  some  cans  of  worms  that 
we  don't  want  to  play  with  if  we  do 
that. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

LANGFORD:  So  anyway  I  move  that. 
But  also.  Bishop,  congratulations  on 
your  marriage. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Thank  you. 
What's  before  us  now  is  this  motion 
that  was  made  at  mike  6  striking  "age." 
I'm  going  to  put  that  motion — If  you 
are — 

MAHLE:  Bishop, 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Yes? 

MAHLE:  Can  I  speak  to  that?  I  would 

support — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Yes. 

MAHLE:  I  would  support  Delegate 
Langford's  comments.  The  committee 
worked  hard  on  the  language  that  we 
submitted  to  you,  and  the  language  that 
we  submitted  to  you  has  been  reviewed 
by  the  GCFA  general  council.  And  I 
would  suggest  on  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee that  you  vote  nonconcurrence  to  the 
amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  If  you 
will  strike  that,  if  you  will  choose  to 
strike  "age"  vote  1,  if  you  are  agairwt 
striking  "age,"  vote  2.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  287;  No.  559]  You 
have  voted  not  to  strike  "age"  and  the 
amendment  fails.  What's  before  us  now 
is  the  amendment  brought  in  from  this 
special  group.  Yes.  Mike  2. 

ARNOLD  RHODES  (Western  Penn- 
sylvania): I  would  like  to  make  an 
amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

RHODES:  And  my  amendment  is 
that  on  the  line,  the  line  that  says  "In 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  no  con- 
ference or  other  organizational  unit  of 
the  church  shall  be  structured  as  to  ex- 
clude any."  And  my  amendment  is  add 
the  word  professing  member. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is  that 
seconded?  I  think  I  hear  it.  That  is  a  sec- 
ond. You  want  to  say  something  about 
It? 

RHODES:  Yes,  just  the  word  that  I 
think  there  was  concerns  between  bap- 
tized and,  which  would  be  much  and 
the  relationship  with  professing.  And  I 
believe  we're  talking  and  understand- 
ing that  a  person  who  is  a  professing 


member,  who  has  taken  vows,  would 
be  of)en  to  be  included  into  the  life  of 
the  organizations  that  are  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  nght.  This 
motion  is  before  us.  Yes,  back  here, 
mike  5. 

MARK  TROTTER  (CaUfomia-Pa- 
cific):  Bishop,  if  this  is  approved  I  will 
be  making  a  motion  that  will  clarify  the 
issue  of  language.  But  the  fact  of  the 
matter  is  because  of  Judicial  Council 
decisions,  we  cannot  use  language  that 
was  put  in  the  '96  Disciplme.  We  have  to 
go  back  to  the  '92  Discipline.  It's  in  the 
'96  Discipline  that  the  language  of  "pro- 
fessing member"  appears.  So  1  will,  and 
we  can't  use  that  until  this  amendment, 
this  amendment  to  the  Constitution  is 
ratified  by  all,  all  of  the  conferences, 
and  then  we'll  come  back  in  2004  and 
deal  with  the  language  of  "professing 
member"  and  "baptized  member."  So 
that's  why  it  has  to  remain  "member" 
here  so  the  Constitution  can  h>e  in  effect 
during  that  four-year  period,  and  we 
will  be  back,  I'll  be  back,  I  should  say,  I 
hope — if  you  recognize  me — to  clarify 
that  with  a  resolution. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  In  the 
far  rear,  back  here,  the  yellow.  Mike  8. 

ROBERT  SWEET  (New  England): 
Bishop,  I  think  we  know  where  we  are 
and  where  we  are  headed.  I  move  the 
suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  that  we 
might  vote  on  all  that  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is  that 
seconded?  If  you  vote  for  the,  for  sus- 
f)ension  of  the  rules  in  order  to  do 
this — you're  ready  to  do  that  now,  vote 
when  the  light  appears.  lYes.  810;  No, 
52}  Takes  two-thirds,  93%,  94%.  It  was 
ready  for  all  that  is  before  us.  Nothing 
but  questions  now  or — yes?  Questions 
or  point  of  order.  Mike  1. 

JIM  WELCH  aexas):  Bishop,  one 
question.  Does  the  inclusion  of  the 
word  disability  in  the  second  part  of  that 
paragraph,  does  that  mean  that  boards 
of  ordained  ministry,  depending  on 
how  one  defines  disability — 

BISHOP  TALBERT;  Sir?  What  is  your 
question? 

WELCH:  Would  we  be  required  as 
boards  of  ordained  ministry  to  accept 
every  disability,  whether  it  would  be 
something  that  would  lead  to  ineffec- 
tiveness in  ministry  if  we  adopted  this? 
Is  there  some  legal  definition  that  we 
would  be  bound  to? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Yes,  I,  I  think  that 
this  is  something  that  each  annual  con- 
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ference  will  have  to  struggle  with.  All 
right,  this  matter  is  before  us.  Anything 
from  the  chair? 

MAHLE:  The  first  item  that  we'll  be 
voting  on  is  the  addition  of  the  word 
professing.  1  would  encourage  you  to 
vote  against  the  addition  of  that  word 
at  this  time. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  What's 
before  us  now  is  the  amendment  insert- 
ing the  word  profession.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  294;  No.  651]  All 
right.  You  have  not  added  that  word. 
The  amendment  adding  professing  is 
defeated.  What's  before  us  now  is — 

MAHLE:  Is  the  substitute — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  —the  substi- 
tute— 

MAHLE:  — motion. 
BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 
MAHLE:  —as  amended. 
BISHOP  TALBERT:  —the  substitute 
motion  as  amended.  That's  before  you. 
MAHLE:  And,  and  I— 
BISHOP  TALBERT:  Go  ahead. 

MAHLE:  And  I  again,  would  encour- 
age the  body,  as  much  as  we  want  to 
have  an  inclusive  church,  to  under- 
stand that  we  are  operating  with  the 
Constitution.  We  have  worked  long 
and  hard  to  be  able  to  work  on  the  issue 
of  baptism.  The  language  that  is  before 
you  has  been  reviewed  by  counsel  and 
at  this  point  is  affirmed.  So  I  would  in- 
vite you  to  vote  nonconcurrence  with 
this  amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Let  me  make 
sure.  What  is  that  amendment  you  are 
asking  the  body  to  vote  nonconcur- 
rence? 

MAHLE:  This  would  be  the  substi- 
tute motion.  This  would  be  adding  the 
words  "and  created  in  the  image  of 
God"  also  the  words,  "sex,  age,  and  dis- 
ability" in  the  list  of  inclusion  on  the 
first  line,  inclusion  list  and  sex  and  dis- 
ability in  the  last  line  of  the  amended  ar- 
ticle. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  So  you  are  saying 
you  want  this  body  to  vote  against  what 
was  worked  out  in,  in  consultation. 

MAHLE:  Right. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  understand 
that?  Any  questions?  All  right.  If  you 
would,  whatever  your  choice,  for  or 
against,  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
All  right,  it's  not  included.  [Vote  count 
not  recorded]  All  right,  what's  before 
us  now? 

MAHLE:  Before  us  then  is  the— 


BISHOP  TALBERT:  Let  me  just  state 
it  for  the  record,  it  was  69%  against,  so 
the  amendment  failed. 

MAHLE:  What  is  before  you  is  what 
is  found  on  p.  2158, 1380,  Calendar  Item 
1380.  The  committee  recommends  con- 
currence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  It's  be- 
fore us.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  700;  No,  170]  AU  right.  You  have 
sustained  the  committee  80%.  What's 
the  point  of  order?  Mike  3. 

FRANK  H.  FURMAN  (Florida):  I'm 
just  trying  to  understand  the  presiding 
officer's  interpretation.  It  seemed  to  me 
on  those  two  no  votes  whatever  we 
were  voted  on  prevailed.  I  understood 
you  to  say  just  the  opposite.  Perhaps 
I've  been  here  too  long,  but  help  me  un- 
derstand just  where  we  are,  sir. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Well,  you,  those 
amendments  were  adding  things  in 
and  you  refused  to  do  it. 

FURMAN:  OK,  so  in  effect  they  were 
out. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  They're  out. 

FURMAN:  All  right. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  didn't,  you 
didn't  put  them  in. 

FURMAN:  All  right. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Yes. 

FURMAN:  That's  what  I  wanted  to 
clarify. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  That's  right.  All 
right,  mike  5. 

TROTTER:  Bishop,  would  an  en- 
abling motion  for  the  Committee  on 
Correlation  be  in  order  now? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Is  it  relating  to 
the  item  on  which  we  just  voted? 
TROTTER:  Yes 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Yes,  now  would 
be  the  time  to  do  that. 

TROTTER:  OK.  Because  of  the— 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Did  you  identify 
yourself?. 

TROTTER:  I  did. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  OK.  Thank  you. 

Motion  for  Correlation  and  Editorial 
Revision  Committee  to  Fix  Discipline 
According  to  Judicial  Council  Ruling 

TROTTER:  Because  of  Judicial  Coun- 
cil decisions,  one  of  which  was  issued 
here  at  the  site  of  the  conference,  some 
language  that  uses  the  term  professing 
member  was  considered  unconstitu- 
tional and  others  were  not.  To  remove 
what  would  be  inevitable  confusion  in 


the  2000  Discipline  I  have  this  motion 
which  would  delete  this  language  until 
proposals  can  come  back  in  2004.  And 
this  is  the  motion.  "In  response  to  the 
Judicial  Council  decisions  81 1  and  884, 1 
move  that  the  Correlation  and  Editorial 
Revision  Committee  be  directed  to  cor- 
rect the  language  concerning  member- 
ship that  has  not  been  changed  by 
legislation  of  the  2000  General  Confer- 
ence in  the  following  ways."  And  then  I 
list  about  ten  categories  dealing  with 
baptized  or  professing  members  to  re- 
place them  with  the  old  language  of  the 
'92  Discipline.  And  I'll  read  those  if  I  can. 
BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  think  you  better 
go  ahead.  This  is  a  very  important 
thing. 

TROTTER:  All  right.  Number  one, 
delete  baptized  or  professing  member  and 
replace  with  member  or  members.  Delete 
baptized  or  professing  member  or  the  plu- 
ral, memberships,  (or  the  plural)  and  re- 
place with  membership.  Delete  professing 
member  (or  the  plural)  or  professing  mem- 
bership and  replace  with  members  or 
membership.  Delete  of  baptized  members 
in  f  227.3.  Delete  role  of  professing  and 
replace  with  role  of  full.  And  delete  role 
of  baptized  and  replace  with  role  of  prepa- 
ratory. And  these  changes  would  affect, 
but  not  be  limited  to,  language  in  the 
following  paragraphs  in  the  '96  Disci- 
pline. Paragraph  214,  216, 226,  227,  228, 
(2]29, 231, 243, 244, 531, 710, 1206, 1207, 
2627.  This  would  apply  both  to  the  '96 
Discipline,  and  any  new  legislation  en- 
acted by  the  2000  General  Conference 
with  the  exception  to  the  Constitutional 
amendments. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is  that 
seconded?  All  right,  it's  before  us. 

TROTTER:  This  would  simply  allow 
the  Committee  of  Correlation  to  have 
consistent  language  in  the  Discipline. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  This 
matter,  I  think,  is  very  important,  and 
the  person  at  the  mike  is  Mark  Trotter, 
who  has  been  working  with  this  matter 
all  along.  But  I  think  this  body  needs  to 
know  what  it  will  be  authorizing  the 
Correlation  Committee  to  do.  All  right. 
The  mike  right  here.  Mike  1 . 

CHRISTY  YENTZER  (Central  Penn- 
sylvania): Hi!  I'm  really  confused  about 
the  vote  that  we  just  took.  And  I  need 
help,  because  I  don't  know  how  to  do 
things  properly.  But  I  sat  in  on  that 
committee  that  worked  on  it  this  after- 
noon, and  we  spent  a  lot  of  time  work- 
ing out  all  those  additions  and  wording 
it  correctly.  And,  as  I  understand,  that 
was  approved  by  all  the  groups  that  it 
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was  presented  to,  and  they  supported 
it,  and  this  body  just  voted  it  down. 
And  I  don't  know  that  we're  all  aware 
of  what  we  just  voted  down. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Yes,  what  we  did 
is  sent  this  committee  out  to  do  this 
work  to  bring  back  a  possible  amend- 
ment for  this  body  to  adopt.  This  body 
heard  that,  talked  about  it  here,  but 
when  it  came  to  the  vote,  the  body  said, 
"Thank  you  for  your  hard  work,  but  we 
don't  want  to  add  it.  And  we  didn't." 

YENTZER:  OK 

BISHOP  TALBERT;  All  right.  The 
motion  before  us  is  the  motion  from 
Mark  Trotter.  All  right. 

(Applause) 

All  right.  Mike  4. 

THOMAS  O.  GARNHART  (WIS- 
CONSIN): I  do  speak  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion that  is  on  the  floor  before  us 
because  I  do  believe  that  it's  correct.  But 
I  would  like  an  interpretation  from  the 
chair,  who  presented  the  most  recent 
motion,  who  urged  our  rejecting  what 
was  worked  out  in  voting  for  the  origi- 
nal because  language  was  cor- 
rect— which  was  the  primary  rationale 
given  to  us  for  why.  There's  some  con- 
flicting information. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  What's  before  us 
is  the  Mark  Trotter  amendment,  I  mean 
motion.  That's  what — back  here,  I'm 
going  to  recognize  the  card  in  the  rear, 
and  we'll  hopefully  get  back  to  you. 
Yes.  Mike  7. 

BERNARD  KEELS  (Baltimore-Wash- 
ington): My  question  is  this — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Identify  yourself 
please. 

KEELS:  Mark  Trotter  indeed  is  a  pre- 
mier authority  on  baptism,  but  it  was 
such  a  long  motion  and  will  have  such 
tremendous  consequence  in  the  life  of 
the  church.  I  would  feel  comfortable  if 
he  could  simplify  it  so  that  we  would  be 
able  to  go  home  and  say  what  it  applies 
to  and  why  it  applies.  If  you  remember, 
in  '96  we  changed  all  the  language. 
Now  we'll  be  going  back  to  '92,  and  I'm 
afraid  the  people  in  the  pews  don't 
have  the  kind  of  preparation  that's  nec- 
essary to  really  digest  all  this.  And  this 
is  a  critical  point  in  the  21st  century  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church  on  the  is- 
sue of  baptism  and  inclusiveness. 
Mark,  I  would  just  ask  you,  is  there  any 
way  to  simplify  what  we  just  heard?  Be- 
cause I  listened  with  all  my  heart  and 
soul,  and  I  got  lost  halfway  through  it. 


Presiding  Bishop  Explains 
Proceedings  on  Baptism 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Let's 
see  if  we  can  get  this  now  so  we  can  get 
the  other  work.  We've  got  a  lot  of  work 
to  do  tonight.  All  right.  Mike  5. 

TROTTER:  The  language  in  the  reso- 
lution was  written  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Committee  on  Correlation.  The  situa- 
tion is  that  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  on 
the  basis  of  the  action  taken  by  the  '% 
General  Conference,  sought  to  imple- 
ment the  action  of  the  '96  General  Con- 
ference with  language  of  baptized 
memtyer  and  professing  member.  The  judi- 
cial Council  declared  that  we  could  not 
use  the  term  baptized  member  because  of 
14  in  the  Constitution.  And  we'd  have 
to  change  the  Constitution.  So  we  re- 
moved, originally  during  this  last  qua- 
drermium,  language  deahng  with 
baptized  member,  kept  in  language  of 
professing  member,  submitted  it  to  you. 
Here  at  the  site  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, the  Judicial  Council  issued  an- 
other ruling.  This  one  was  numbered 
884,  which  questioned  whether  it  was 
constitutional  for  us  to  use  that  lan- 
guage of  professing  member,  because  we 
were  using  paragraphs  out  of  the  '96 
Discipline,  rather  than  the  '92  Discipline. 
And  they  said  we  had  to  use  '92.  At  that, 
point  we  decided  that  it  had  gotten  too 
complex,  too  complicated.  And  the  best 
thing  to  do  would  be  simply  to  pass  a 
constitutional  amendment  empower- 
ing the  next  General  Conference  to 
change  the  language  and  to  pull  out  all 
of  the  language  dealing  with  professing 
member  so  that  there  would  not  be  the 
kind  of  confusion  in  the  local  church 
over  language  that  you  have  indicated 
would  be  there.  And  I  agree. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Are  we 
ready  to  do  this  one,  friends?  All  right. 
Right  here.  Mike  2. 

SYDNEY  SADIO  (Southern  New  Jer- 
sey): It's  my  assumption  that  what  we 
have  just  passed,  1380 — 

BISHOP  MELVIN  TALBERT:  Is  this 
on  the  Mark  Trotter  motion? 

SADIO:  Yes,  it  is. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

SADIO:  That  what  we've  just 
passed— 1380— is  going  to  go  to  the  an- 
nual conferences  for  ratification,  then  to 
come  back  to  the  General  Conference  in 
2004. 

BISHOP  MELVIN  TALBERT:  No. 

SADIO:  No? 


BISHOP  TALBERT:  When  you  put  a 
constitution  out  there  it  gets  ratified, 
and  once  it's  ratified,  it's  in  effect  then. 

SADIO:  Right,  but  in  the  meantime, 
though,  what  goes  in  2000  Discipline — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Right. 

SADIO:  —will  be  what  is  in  the  1992 
Discipline. 
BISHOP  TALBERT:  Right. 

SADIO:  Right.  So  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  should  vote  against  that  amend- 
ment, because  that's  not  helping  us. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Well,  you,  I  Uke 
that  as  a  speech  against. 

SADIO:  Okay. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Back  here. 

PEGGY  SEWELL  (Rocky  Mountain): 
I  have  no  voice.  There  it  is.  OK. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

SEWELL:  I  have  also  been  working 
with  the  editorial  committee  related  to 
this  and  this  is  what  we  have  been  in- 
structed that  we  must  do  in  order  to 
clear,  clean  the  language  up  in  the  2000 
Discipline  so  that  we  do  not  have  to  deal 
with  more  Judicial  Council  ruling  re- 
quests. It  simply  brings  all  of  the  lan- 
guage into  alignment  with  the  action 
that  this  General  Conference  has  taken. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this 
matter's  before  us.  If  you  support  the 
Mark  Trotter  motion,  you  vote  one;  if 
you're  against  it ,  vote  two.  Vote  when 
the  hght  appears.  lYes,  671;  No,  184]  All 
right.  You  support  the  motion  78.5  %. 
All  right.  Next  agenda  item. 

Petitions  to  Allow  Constitutional 

Changes  to  Become  Effective  in  Single 

General  Conference 

MAHLE:  Yes,  I'd  like  you  to  turn  to  p. 
2240,  Item  No.  1548.  The  Petition  is 
31 21 2,  and  it's  found  on  p.  709  of  the  Ai- 
vance  DCA.  This  is  changing  158  of  the 
Constitution.  The  change  in  this  article 
would  amend  the  Constitution  so  that 
legislation  to  amend  the  Constitution 
may  be  enacted  at  the  same  session  of 
General  Conference  in  which  it  is  ap- 
p>roved.  This  legislation  has  been 
crafted  out  of  the  legislative  process 
from  the  General  Council  and  Minis- 
tries to  address  the  concerns  raised  by 
several  Judicial  Council  decisions, 
which  have  delayed  the  restructunng 
plans  for  many  annual  conferences.  Be- 
fore this  amendment  was  finalized,  it 
also  was  reviewed  by  GCFA  legal  coun- 
sel and  several  bishops  knowledgeable 
in  constitutional  matters.  Bishop,  I  rec- 
ommend concurrence. 
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BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  us. 
Yes,  mike  5. 

JACK  RYDER:  (Northern  Illinois)  I 
have  an  amendment  to  offer. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

RYDER:  The  amendment  is  to  add  ei- 
ther a  second  paragraph  or  sentence 
that  would  read:  "In  the  same  manner 
an  annual  conference  may  approve  leg- 
islation prior  to  the  effective  date  of  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  and/or 
a  change  to  the  Book  of  Discipline  with  an 
effective  date  after  the  effective  date  of 
the  constitutional  change  and/or  Book 
of  Discipline  change." 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is  that 
seconded?  Is  that  seconded?  Okay,  I 
hear  a  second. 

RYDER:  The  lady  at  the  podium  just 
spoke  to  this  when  she  mentioned  the 
annual  conferences  getting  in  trouble. 
But  the  petition  as  it's  presented  with- 
out the  amendment  does  not  allow, 
does  not  effect  annual  conferences.  It 
only  affects  the  General  Conference. 
This  amendment  will  restore  the  spirit 
and  some  of  the  language  from  Petition 
31047.  It  is  on  the  top  left  of  p.  709,  of  the 
DCA,  which  is  the  same  page  as  the  pe- 
tition that  we're  amending  here.  And  I 
fully  support  the  petition  for  a  constitu- 
tional change  brought  to  you  from  Gen- 
eral Council  on  Ministries.  But  while 
their  perspective  for  writing  and  sub- 
mitting the  document  is  good,  it  is  dif- 
ferent than  that  of  an  annual 
conference.  As  you're  all  aware,  we 
have  already  passed  several  constitu- 
tional amendments  at  this  General 
Conference.  It  will  be  four  years  before 
we  can  enact  changes  to  the  Discipline 
that  will  implement  the  will  of  this 
body. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  need  to  sum 
up. 

RYDER:  This  amendment,  if  it  were 
in  effect  today,  would  allow  annual 
conferences  to  pass  legislation  at  their 
sessions  in  May  or  June  of  200L  That 
would  take  effect  around  the  first  of 
September  200L  Rather  than  having  to 
wait  until  May  or  June  of  2002. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  This 
amendment  is  before  us.  Anyone 
speaking  against  the  amendment?  Is 
their  anyone  speaking  against  it?  Yes. 
Mike  five. 

MEL  R.  BOWDAN:  (Kentucky): 
Bishop,  this  change,  or  this  prospect  of 
change,  concerns  me.  The  Constitution, 
as  we  all  realize,  is  a  very  important 
document.  And  I  think  it  is  important 


that  any  change  in  that  Constitution 
also  be  looked  at  by  the  aggregate 
members  of  our  church  and  be  given 
time  to  look  at  that.  I  realize  we  are  rep- 
resentative of  that  church,  but  even  in 
our  own  government,  when  a  constitu- 
tional change  occurs,  it  takes  two-thirds 
of  all  the  states  to  rule  on  that  constitu- 
tional change.  The  congress  cannot  do  it 
by  itself.  And  I  think  we're  setting  a  pre- 
cedent that  could  be  very  destructive  in 
terms  of  rushing  at  something  and 
changing  the  Constitution.  And  I  be- 
lieve it  needs  to  go  back  to  the  annual 
conferences.  I'm  opposed  to  the  peti- 
tion. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is 
someone  speaking  for  them?  All  right.  I 
see  none.  You  want  to  say  something 
from  the  chair  up  here,  or  are  we  going 
to  quit? 

MAHLE:  Yes,  Bishop.  Our  legislative 
committee  did  not  deal  with  this  as  the 
speaker — who  was  just  speak- 
ing— mentioned.  This  is  a  very  impor- 
tant situation  and  item  before  us.  I 
would  request  nonconcurrence  with 
this  amendment  until  we  have  an  of>- 
portunity  to  research  this  and  bring  it 
back  in  2004. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  The 
amendment  is  before  us.  If  you  support 
the  amendment,  vote  one;  if  you're 
against  it,  vote  two.  Vote  when  the  light 
appears  [Yes,  152;  No,  712]  The  amend- 
ment fails.  What's  before  us  now  is  the 
motion.  Are  you  ready?  Back  here, 
mike  8. 

SWEET:  I  wish  that  an  attorney  who 
had  been  part  of  our  legislative  com- 
mittee were  still  present,  because  he 
could  speak  to  this  much  more  elo- 
quently than  I.  As  an  attorney,  he  talked 
about  the  importance  of  the  founda- 
tional document  of  any  constitution  as 
a  foundational  document.  And  that 
constitutions  are,  by  design,  created  to 
take  a  long  time  to  change.  If  we  pass 
this  legislation,  it  gives  the  mood  of  any 
annual  conference  the  possiblililty  of 
creating  a  constitutional  change.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  not  risk 
speeding  up  the  entire  process. 

BISHOP  TALBELRT:  All  right.  I 
think,  according  to  my  record,  we  have 
two  and  two,  and  we  need  to  nc  w  put 
the  motion  in.  We  are  ready.  If  you  are. 
This  is  a  constitutional  amendment  and 
it  takes  two-thirds  vote.  Nothing  but  a 
question.  All  right.  If  you're  ready,  vote 
when  the  light  appears  (Yes,  344;  No, 
521).  You  voted  no.  The  Constitution  is 
not  changed.  The  motion  failed. 


MAHLE:  Thank  you.  Bishop.  This 
concludes  the  work  of  this  part  of  the 
General  and  Judicial  Administration 
Committee. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Is  that  all  of  your 

work? 

MAHLE:  No,  that's  just  the  constitu- 
tion. 

CHARLES  W.  COURTOY  (Horida) 
Bishop,  I  have  three. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  This  is  the  Com- 
mittee on  Conferences,  right? 

Committee  on  Conference  Legislation 
to  Correlate  Constitutional  Language 

COURTOY:  This  is  the  Committee  on 
Conferences,  sir.  There  are  three  consti- 
tutional amendments  that  hopefully 
has  been  already  settled:  the  issue 
about  "professing"  and  constitutional 
amendment  4.  We've  been  waiting  un- 
til that  was  settled,  and  these  simply 
clear  up  the  language  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  Constitution.  So  I  direct  you  to 
page  1846,  Calendar  Item  143  Petition 
30315.  We're  dealing  with  Paragraph  30 
of  the  Constitution.  Page  162  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA,  top,  right-hand  comer.  The 
amendment  is  to  add  the  word  profess- 
ing to  clarify  membership  of  lay  elec- 
tion to  General  Conference. 
"Professing  lay  members"  is  the  addi- 
tion. The  committee  moves  concur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this 
matter  is  before  us.  Any  discussion? 
Yes,  what's  the  point  of  order? 

M.  DIANE  NUNNELEE  (Missouri 
West)  Did  we  not,  by  voting  Mr.  Trot- 
ter's amendment,  null-and-void  all  of 
these  considerations,  because  we  will 
not  be  including  professing!  So  aren't  all 
of  those  considerations  now  null  and 
void? 

COURTOY:  I  think  Mr.  Trotter  can 
speak  to  that.  I  did  not  hear  the  Consti- 
tution being  eliminated,  but  let's  let 
him  tell  us. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  let's, 
let's  get  a  word  from  Mark.  Mike  5. 

TROTTER:  The  last  sentence  in  the 
resolution  reads,  "This  would  apply 
both  to  the  '96  Discipline  and  any  new 
legislation  enacted  by  the  2000  General 
Conference,  with  the  exception  of  the 
constitutional  amendments." 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  AH  right.  So  he's 
in  order.  This  is  before  us.  Yes.  Mike  4. 

JOY  J.  MOORE  (Michigan):  I  apolo- 
gize. Bishop,  I'm  very  confused  right 
now.  I  thought  that  when  Judicial  and 
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Junsdictional  brought  the  first  amend- 
ment, we  removed  professing,  and  so 
I'm  confused  as  to  why  we're  trying  to 
match  by  adding  pro/essin^  at  this  time. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Can  you  say  a 
word  about  that? 

COURTOY:  Bishop,  I  understood 
that  they  identified  what  "professing 
member"  was  in  that  constitutional 
amendment  in  the  first  part  that  was 
dealt  with  today.  Is  that  right?  . . .  They 
say  yes. 

BISHOP  T.MBERT:  All  right.  Mike  5. 
We've  got  to  try  to  leave  here  tonight  at 
10:30,  and  I'mgonnagiveyou  justa  few 
more  minutes.  We're  gonna  have  to 
roll,  here.  All  right,  mike  5.  OK. 

PEGGY  SEWELL  (Rocky  Mountain): 
If  I  could,  I  would  speak  to  all  three  of 
the  constitutional  amendments,  be- 
cause the  same  question  will  probably 
come  up  for  all  three  of  them.  The  rea- 
son that  professing  needs  to  be  added  in 
these  three  constitutional  amendments, 
as  it  was  added  in  Paragraph  42,  consti- 
tutional amendment  a  couple  of  nights 
ago,  is  that  that  helps  us  to  identify  to 
use  later  in  the  Discipline  spiecific  areas 
where  only  professing  members  can  be 
elected  or  serve.  Such  as,  in  charge  con- 
ferences, it  is  the  only  place,  the  profess- 
ing member  is  the  only  one  that  will  be 
able  to  vote.  It  is  only  professing  mem- 
bers who  can  be  elected  to  annual  con- 
ferences, to  General  and  jurisdictional 
delegations,  and  whatever  the  other 
one  is  here.  But,  it  is  important  that  it  be 
in  the  Constitution  so  that  we  know  and 
have  stated  it  is  only  "professing"  who 
can  be  in  those  particular  places  of  lead- 
ership in  the  church. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  I  think 
we're  ready,  friends.  If  you  support 
this,  the  addition  of  the  word  professing, 
you  vote  no;  if  you're  against  it  vole  yes 
and  if  you're  against  it,  vote  no.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  /Yes,  702;  No, 
168}  All  right,  you  have  approved  it, 
80%,  it's  more  than  enough  to  nwke  it 
constitutional.  Next? 

COURTOY;  All  right,  same  page.  Cal- 
endar Item  144,  Petition  30316,  dealing 
with  Paragraph  34  of  the  Constitution, 
found  on  p.  164  in  the  Adivnce  DCA. 
The  committee  moves  concurrence. 
The  wording  would  be,  add  the  word 
"professing"  to  clarify  election  of  lay 
delegates  to  General ,  jurisdictional  and 
central  conferences. 

BISHOP  TALBERT;  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes.  791; 
No,  71]  You  have  approved  it 


COURTOY:  And  Bishop,  I  need  to 
move  that  we  take  from  the  table  the,  p. 
1846  in  the  DCA,  Calendar  Item  1 42.  We 
tabled  that  the  first  day  that  we  began  to 
deal  with  petitions. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  if  you 
would  take  it  from  the  table,  you  will 
now  vote  when  the  light  appears.  {Yes, 
809;  No,  34 j  All  right,  you  have  taken  it 
from  the  table.  What  is  your  motion? 

COURTOY:  The  title  of  this  petition  is 
"Using  'Professing'  to  Clarify  Member- 
ship Calculation  Numbers  for  General 
Conference  Delegates." 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  is  that 
your  motion,  that  you  do  want  concur- 
rence on  this  one? 

COURTOY:  Yes  sir. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  it's  be- 
fore you.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  813;  No,  57]  You  have  adopted  it. 

COURTOY;  And  then.  Bishop,  we 
had  two  petitions,  and  it's  my  under- 
standing if  we  don't  act  on  them,  they 
die — and  they  should  die,  if  I've  under- 
stood Mark  Trotter's  motion — and  that 
would  put  "professing"  in  Paragraph 
602  and  603,  which  is  in  the  body  of  the 
Discipline.  I  believe  that's  what  Mark 
Trotter — even  though  he  did  identify 
those  paragraphs — is  suggesting,  that 
we  not  add  the  word  professing  in  the 
body  of  the  Discipline. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  So,  what  do  you 
want  this  body  to  do? 

COURTOY:  Well,  I  guess  I'm  asking 
the  ruling  of  the  chair  that  we  just  leave 
italoneand  not  do  anything  with  it,  and 
let  it  die  a  natural  death. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Are  you  saying 
you're  not  bringing  it  to  us? 

COURTOY:  I'll  not  bring  it.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  That's 
your  problem.  (Laughter)  Next  item. 

COURTOY:  That  deals  with  the  con- 
stitutional items.  We  have  three  items 
that  we  can  bring  from  our  secretary. 
Are  we  ready? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  what- 
ever, let's  .  .  . 

COURTOY:  Our  secretary,  Deborah 
Pritts. 

Petition  on  Mandatory  Youth  Delegates 
to  General  Conference 

DEBORAH  L.  PRITTS  (North  Central 
New  York);  Thank  you.  Bishop.  We  are 
on  page  1842  in  the  DCA.  We  are  look- 
ing at  Calendar  Item  98.  It  refers  to  Peti- 
tion 31508,  the  full  text  of  which  can  be 


found  on  page  167  in  the  Advance  DCA. 
Calendar  Item  98  is  before  us  because  it 
was  lifted  from  the  consent  calendar  by 
jjersons  within  our  body.  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  legislative  committee 
relative  to  Calendar  Item  98  is  noncon- 
currence.  And  let  me  say  a  word  to  you 
about  why  we  voted  nonconcurrence.  I 
think  it's  fair  to  say  that  many,  if  not 
most,  of  the  members  of  our  legislative 
committee  were  initially  dis[x>sed  to 
vote  concurrence  on  this  particular 
item,  which  called  for  every  annual 
conference  to  elect  at  least  one  youth 
delegate  to  the  General  Conference.  We 
certainly  have  tried  to  do  all  that  we  can 
to  encourage  the  participjation  of  youth 
and  young  adults  at  all  levels  of  the  life 
of  our  church.  However,  as  we  dis- 
cussed the  fx)ssibility  of  concurrence 
on  this  matter,  we  were  reminded  of 
Paragraph  34,  which  is  a  pvart  of  our 
Constitution,  Article  5.  And  that  para- 
graph states  as  follows;  "The  lay  dele- 
gates to  the  General  and  jurisdictional 
or  central  conferences  shall  be  elected 
by  the  lay  members  of  the  annual  con- 
ference or  provisional  annual  confer- 
ence without  regard  to  age  . . ."  We  felt 
that  the  Constitution  was  very  clear  on 
this  matter,  and  so,  with  reluctance,  we 
recommend  nonconcurrence  relative  to 
this  petition. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this  is 
before  us.  I  recognize  a  card  in  the  rear. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Mike  8. 

KEVIN  GOODWIN  (Penninsula-Del- 
aware);  There's  an  even  better  reason 
than  what  the  lady  suggested.  If  you 
look  at  who  comes  to  annual  confer- 
ence, there  are  54  conferences  that  send 
one  lay  delegate.  Are  we  going  to  now 
disenfranchise  everybody  who  is  a  lay 
delegate  over  18  from  those  54  confer- 
ences? Passing  this  amendment  would 
do  that. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  So  you  are 
against  this? 

GOODWIN:  You  betcha.  {Laughter) 
BISHOP  TALBERT;  All  right.  Over 
here.  {Pause)  Mike  4.  All  right,  I  recog- 
nize the  young  lady  right  there.  Yeah. 
OK,  sorry.  Mike  4. 

JOANNE  HACKETT  (Pacific  North- 
west); I  would  like  to  propose  a  substi- 
tute amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT  All  right.  You're 
in  order. 

HACKETT:  And  this  is  how  it  would 
read:  "It  is  strongly  recommended  that 
at  least  20  percent  of  annual  conference 
delegates  to  General  Conference  shall 
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be  under  the  age  of  30.  In  the  event  that 
20  percent  of  the  delegation  is  more 
than  one  person,  it  is  encouraged  that  at 
least  one  of  the  delegates  be  between 
the  ages  of  twelve  and  eighteen,  and  at 
least  one  be  between  the  ages  of  18  and 
30."  And  if  1  may  have  a  second,  I  will 
speak  to  that. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  seconded. 

HACKETT:  OK  We  are  a  church  that 
claims  to  care  for  the  needs  of  its  young 
people.  A  few  days  ago  we  confirmed 
the  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People.  By  approving  this  amendment, 
we  will  further  affirm  our  dedication  to 
the  young  people  of  the  church.  It  will 
allow  the  General  Conference  to  hear 
the  voice  of  the  youth  and  young 
adults,  so  that  we  may  respond  based 
on  what  our  dreams  are,  rather  than  on 
what  people  think  the  dreams  of  young 
people  in  the  church  are.  People  under 
the  age  of  30  are  grossly 
underrepresented  at  General  Confer- 
ence. The  survey  taken  of  General  Con- 
ference delegates  that  was  given  to 
everyone  stated  this:  "Inclusiveness 
and  representation  of  various  age 
groups  is  not  an  area  where  the  General 
Conference  is  doing  very  well." 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  need  to  sum 
up. 

HACKETT:  I  present  to  you  the  fact 
that  there  are  currently,  at  our  General 
Conference  (not  counting  the  Central 
Conference  delegates,  because  they 
were  not  included  in  the  survey),  under 
7  percent  of  youth  and  young  adults. 
This  is  not  at  all  taking  into  account  our 
membership  within  the  Church,  and  by 
adopting  this  substitute  amendment, 
we  will  be  affirming  our  commitment 
to  youth  and  young  adults. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore us.  Someone  against  this?  All  right 
over  here.  (Pause)  Mike  5. 

LAURA  SIMMONS  (West  Virginia):  I 
wasn't  planning  to  speak  on  this,  but  as 
a  youth  who  is  here  as  a  delegate,  I  op- 
pose this  amendment.  I  feel  that  we  are 
all  lay  here  or  clergy,  and  if  you  think 
about  it,  clergy  would  have  say 
five — older  people,  there's  not  a  lot  of 
young  adults  who  are  ministers. 
(Laughter)  So  therefore,  if  there  were 
five  lay  members,  and  two  of  them 
were  under  the  age  of  30,  this  would 
kind  of  have  an  unfair  advantage  to 
those  who  are  older.  And  it  does  say  in 
our  Constitution  that  it  should  not  be 
based  on  age.  I  feel  better  about  being 
here. 


BISHOP  TALBERT:  Sum  it  up. 

SIMMONS:  Because  I  was  voted  on 
from  my  entire  annual  conference,  and 
I  think  that  thaf  s  more  respectable  than 
having  a  token  position.  Thank  you. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  your 
rule  says  no  applause,  no  applause. 
Mikel. 

HENRY  FREE  (Troy  Conference):  I 
speak  in  favor  of  this  substitute.  And 
speaking  with  some  youth  that  are  here 
and  also  out  of  my  own  thoughts,  I  feel 
that  this  substitute  is  an  improvement 
over  the  original  petition  for  two  rea- 
sons. First  of  all,  it  addresses  concerns 
raised  by  the  smaller  annual  confer- 
ences by  its  language  "to  encourage" 
rather  than  to  "require"  this.  It  assures 
these  smaller  conferences  of  their  abil- 
ity to  nominate  and  elect  members  fully 
of  their  choice.  Secondly,  it  addresses 
the  desires  and  need  of  youth  to  be  rec- 
ognized, without  being  tokenized. 
Youth  want  to  be  elected  to  and  partici- 
pate as  full  delegates  to  General  Con- 
ference, not  because  they  must  be,  but 
because  they  are  valued  as  equal  mem- 
bers of  their  annual  conferences,  and  of 
General  Conference.  They  wan-t  to  be 
included  knowing  they  have  earned  the 
respect  and  trust  of  other  members  of 
their  conference  to  represent  them.  I 
serve  by  invitation  of  our  youth. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Sum  it  up. 

FREE:  The  youth  love  the  Lord,  they 
love  the  church,  they  have  the  heart, 
and  mind  and  soul  and  strength  to  help 
shape  the  church,  not  just  for  today,  not 
just  for  tomorrow,  but  for  today  and 
they  want  one  thing  more,  a  voice  and  a 
vote  to  do  that. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Only 
one  against.  Somebody  against  over 
here.  Mike  4. 

BLANE  DAVIS  (Alabama— West 
Florida):  Speaking  as  a  youth  and  after 
being  here  for  two  weeks,  I  would  not 
wish  this  on  any  of  my  friends.  (Laugh- 
ter, applause)  I  can  tell  you  that  I  had  to 
work  to  get  here.  That  this  is  not  a  posi- 
tion that  we  should  just  hand  out.  It 
should  be  something  that  a  youth  dele- 
gate should  have  to  work  to  be  able  to 
be  here,  and  to  be  able  to  understand  all 
the  issues  that  we  face.  So  I  would  op- 
pose this. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  by  your 
vote  we  are  ready  now  to  move.  Any- 
thing from  the  chair?  Let  the  conference 
be  in  order.  All  right. 


DEBORAH  PRITTS:  Our  delegation 
to  this  General  Conference  includes 
amongst  its  five  lay  delegates  two 
young  adults.  I  believe  that  the  body 
understands  that  we  have  not  recom- 
mended nonconcurrence  because  of 
any  reluctance  to  support  the  full  inclu- 
sion of  youth  in  our  midst.  And  I  think 
we've  also  had  some  discussion  about 
the  constitutional  issues  that  are  raised, 
so  we  trust  the  decision  of  the  body. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  you. 
Are  you  ready?  Vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears? (Voices  yelling)  What  is  this  back 
here?  Mike  6.  Mike  6. 

ANA  KELSEY-POWELL  (Northern 
Illinois):  Point  of  clarification.  Did  the 
substitute  amendment  start  with 
"shall"  or  "strongly  recommended"? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  want  to  hear 
what  it  says?  Let's  hear.  Let  the  body 
know  what  it  says.  Secretary,  do  you 
have  a  copy  of  it?  Secretary,  mike. 

CAROLYN  MARSHAL:  Excuse  me. 
"It  is  strongly  recommended  that  20 
percent  of  annual  conference  delegates 
to  General  Conference  shall  be  under 
the  age  of  30  and  in  the  event  that  20 
percent  of  the  delegation  is  more  than 
one  person,  it  is  encouraged  that  at  least 
one  of  the  delegates  be  between  the 
agesofl2andl8,  andat  least  one  be  be- 
tween the  ages  of  18  and  30." 

KELSEY-POWELL:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 
Substitute  fails.  [Yes,  179;  No,  694]  What 
is  before  us  now  is  Item  Number  98. 
Over  here.  (Pause)  All  right,  mike  4. 

JOSH  ELLIOT  (West  Ohio):  Bishop,  I 
would  like  to  make  an  amendment  by 
substitution,  if  this  is  in  order. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Go  ahead. 

ELLIOT:  Thank  you.  I  move  to  amend 
by  substitution,  so  that  the  following 
language  be  placed  in  the  Discipline  in 
paragraph  502.3  as  new  "item  X." 
"Each  annual  conference  that  has  at 
least  ten  lay  delegates  is  encouraged  to 
elect  at  least  one  youth  or  young  adult 
delegate  to  General  Conference.  If  I  can 
get  a  second,  I'd  like  to  speak  to  that. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  have  a  sec- 
ond. It  is  seconded. 

ELLIOT:  As  a  young  adult,  of  course  I 
support  the  idea  of  better  representa- 
tion of  youth  at  General  Conference. 
However,  I  am  concerned  about  trying 
to  remedy  this  deficit  in  youth  repre- 
sentation by  placing  strict  regulations 
on  the  election  process  of  annual  con- 
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ference  delegates.  If  we  place  this  pro- 
posed condition  on  the  election 
process,  then  how  many  more  condi- 
tions must  we  place  to  insure  inclusive- 
ness?  Again,  I  agree  that  General 
Conference  should  have  better  youth 
representation  and  by  using  the  word 
"encouraging  the  election  of  a  youth  or 
young  adult."  This  would  be  in  order 
with  the  Constitution. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  need  to  sum 
it  up. 

ELLIOT;  Thank  you.  I  am  against  the 
original  proposed  method  of  obtaining 
this  representation,  because  I  believe 
this  kind  of  regulation  of  the  election 
process  will  prove  to  be  too  problem- 
atic. Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Some- 
one sf)eaking  against  it?  Right  here. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Mike  2. 

ADAM  HAMILTON  (Missouri 
West):  I  wonder  if  it's  possible  to  make 
a  substitute  for  that  amendment? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  That's  a  substi- 
tute for  a  substitute. 

HAMILTON:  All  right.  The  substi- 
tute that  I'd  like  to  make  is  that  annual 
conferences  are  encouraged  to  elect  a 
youth  or  young  adult  as  a  reserve  dele- 
gate in  addition  to  the  other  reserve  del- 
egates and  at  the  annual  conference  pay 
the  expenses  related  to  the  youth  re- 
serve delegate  coming  to  General  Con- 
ference. In  addition,  the  delegation  be 
encouraged  to  allow  the  youth  dele- 
gates to  exfjerience  the  legislative  pro- 
cess on  the  floor. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Is  this  seconded. 
Is  it  seconded?  It's  seconded.  All  right. 

HAMILTON:  All  right,  I'd  like  to 
speak  to  that  for  just  a  moment.  I  think 
it  is  very  imfwrtant  that  we  have  youth 
who  have  a  chance  and  young  adults  to 
experience  this  process.  To  see  what  it's 
like  and  so  that  we  encourage  future 
leaders  in  the  church.  As  a  reserve  dele- 
gate who's  had  a  chance  to  float  in  and 
out  of  the  conference  delegation,  it's 
been  a  great  experience  to  have  a 
chance  to  do  that,  to  watch  the  experi- 
ence and  also  to  have  a  chance  to  be  on 
the  floor.  At  the  same  time  many  of  our 
annual  conferences  only  have  a  handful 
of  delegates  to  General  Conference  and 
this  would  allow  them  to  bring  an  addi- 
tional youth  delegate  without  having  to 
forego  any  of  the  delegates  they  have. 
Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this 
substitute  for  the  substitute  I  recognize 


this  card  -  yes.  Not  you,  sir;  the  lady. 
No,  she's  coming.  Mike  4. 

ERIN  DUNNING  (California-Ne- 
vada): I  move  to  susp>end  the  rules  and 
call  the  question  on  all  that  is  before  us. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  support  that 
motion,  all  right;  against  it,  vote  when 
the  light  appears.  All  right,  you  are 
ready  to  vote.  The  substitute  for  the 
substitute  is  before  us.  Do  you  need  to 
have  it  clarified  again?  You  know  what 
that  is?  Vote  when  the  light  app>ears. 
lYes,  102:  No,  757]  Substitute  for  the 
substitute  fails.  Now  the  substitute  mo- 
tion is  before  us.  You  need  it  clarified; 
you're  ready?  Vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. [Yes.  222;  No,  659]  Substitute 
failed  Item  98  before  us.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  [Yes,  734;  No,  122]  You 
have  voted  yes.  It  means  you  supported 
the  committee  for  nonconcurrence. 
Next  item. 

Petition  to  Add  Youth  Delegate  From 
Every  District  to  Annual  Conference 

DEBORAH  PRITTS:  Bishop,  the  next 
item  is  found  on  p.  2088  in  the  DCA.  It  is 
Calendar  Item  1148.  The  Petition  is 
31211,  the  full  text  of  which  can  be 
found  on  page  162  in  the  Advance  DCA. 
This  petition  deals  with  the  topic  of 
adding  a  young  person  from  each  dis- 
trict as  a  member  of  the  annual  confer- 
ence. It  comes  to  you  because  it  is  a 
constitutional  amendment.  It  comes  to 
you  with  the  recommendation  of  con- 
currence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore you.  If  you  will  support  this  or  are 
against  it,  vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  686;  No,  157]  You  have  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  81%,  more  than  the 
two-thirds  needed. 

Petition  for  General  Conference 
to  Meet  Every  Fifth  Year 

PRITTS:  The  next  calendar  item  is 
found  on  page  2063,  Calendar  Item  857. 
References  Petition  31325,  which  is 
found  on  fwge  161  in  the  Advance  DC  A. 
The  subject  of  this  petition  is  that  we 
gather  as  a  General  Conference  once  ev- 
ery 5  years.  This  would  require  an 
amendment  to  our  constitution.  I  must 
admit  it's  a  little  more  tempting  tonight 
than  it  was  last  week.  But  the  commit- 
tee does  recommend  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you.  I 
think  you  decide  whether  you  want  it 
four  or  five.  What's  over  here?  Mike  5. 

DALE  JONES  (Kentucky):  Bishop,  I 
wish  to  make  a  motion  for  referral  and 


then  if  if  s  seconded  to  speak  for  it  very 
briefly. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  the  mo- 
tion for  referral  is  in  order. 

DALE  JONES:  Move  that  Calendar 
Item  857  be  referred  to  GCFA,  which  in 
consultation  with  other  church  agen- 
cies is  to  assess  the  financial  and  other 
implications  of  increasing  the  interval 
between  General  Conferences,  and  to 
report  to  the  church  no  later  than  Gen- 
eral Conference  2004. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  some- 
one speaking  against  that? 

JONES:  I'd  like  to  speak  for  it. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  thought  you 
just  did.  All  right,  go  ahead. 

JONES:  We  have  budgeted  for  the 
next  quadrennium  S6.2  million  forGen- 
eral  Conference.  That  would  be  about 
five  times  what  was  originally  asked 
for  the  communities  of  Shalom  pro- 
posal for  the  next  quadrennium.  Like 
the  committee  and  others  of  you  I'm  not 
in  favor  of  making  a  change  like  this 
right  now.  But  it  came  to  us  from  the 
Hispanic  Caucus  with  some  very 
thoughtful  rationale  about  not  only  cost 
savings,  but  time  that  it  takes  to  fully 
implement  some  of  our  initiatives  and  I 
think  it  would  be  worth  having  some- 
one look  at  it,  give  us  some  information 
and  bring  it  back  to  the  church  so  that 
we  could  if  there  are  merits  in  this  item. 
If  you  feel  the  same  way  would  urge 
you  to  vote  for  referral.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this  is 
before  us.  If  you  vote  referral  or  not  re- 
ferral, vote  when  the  light  appears. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  did  not  refer 
it.  [Yes,  392:  No,  490]  What's  before  us 
now  is  nonconcurrence.  If  you  are 
ready,  if  you  supfxjrt  the  committee, 
vote  1 ;  if  you  do  not,  vote  no.  Vote  when 
the  light  appears.  You  have  supported 
the  committee  [Yes,  769:  No,  113].  Next. 

DEBORAH  PRITTS  (North  Central 
New  York):  Dr.  Courtoy  has  one  addi- 
tional item. 

CHARLES  COURTOY  (Florida): 
Page  1841  of  the  DC/4— Calendar  Item 
85,  p.  182,  Petition  30098.  The  commit- 
tee voted  nonconcurrence,  placed  it  on 
the  Consent  Calendar.  But  this  petition 
was  removed  from  the  Consent  Calen- 
dar because  when  the  committee  voted 
on  it,  we  mistakenly  believed  that  the 
Judicial  Council  decision  referred  to  in 
the  petition  footnotes  has  declared  the 
contents  of  this  petition  to  be  unconsti- 
tutional. We  have  since  learned  that  it  is 
not  the  case.  The  committee  had  an- 
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other  chance  on  Saturday  afternoon  to 
reconsider  it  and  chose  not  to  recon- 
sider it.  But  there  were  members  of  the 
committee  who  felt  hke  this  ought  to  be 
brought  in  fairness  to  this  body,  and  so 
it's  here  with  the  recommendation  of 
non-concurrence  from  the  committee. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  have 
sustained  the  committee  [Yes,  779;  No, 
94].  Next. 

COURTOY:  Bishop,  this  completes 
the  petitions  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
ferences. (Applause) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Yes.  Mike  4. 

DON  WILLIAMS  (West  Michigan):  I 
move.  Bishop,  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  a  motion  of  ref- 
erence to  care  for  the  likelihood  that  we 
might  have  unfinished  business  . .  . 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Sir,  I'm  not  going 
to  take  that  one  now.  We're  going  to  do 
the  work  as  long  as  we  can.  Next  item. 

CHRISTINE  HARMAN  (Kentucky): 
Thank  you,  sir.  To  present  our  next 
items,  which  were  lifted  from  the  Con- 
sent Calendar,  I  would  ask  Mary  Coun- 
cil-Austin to  join  us.  She  is  a  clergy 
member  of  the  Wisconsin  Conference 
delegation  and  Mary  chaired  the  team 
on  trial  procedures.  That  group  labored 
through  77  drafts  of  trial  procedures  to 
deliver  the  documents  which  appeared 
on  the  Consent  Calendar,  and  I  com- 
mend their  work  to  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

Petitions  Concerning  Church  Trials 

MARY  COUNCIL- AUSTIN  (Wiscon- 
sin): Bishop  Talbert,  sisters  and  broth- 
ers, it's  been  my  privilege,  and  also 
challenge,  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
subcommittee  on  trial  procedures.  We 
were  blessed  to  have  inclusive  in  that 
committee  two  circuit  judges,  11  law- 
yers, two  prosecutors,  (laughter)  district 
superintendents,  lay  and  clergy  and 
youth  delegates.  We  were  able,  as  a  re- 
sult, I  believe,  to  fashion  our  work.  And 
instead  of  presenting  to  you  77  peti- 
tions, we  presented  for  concurrence 
eight  primary  petitions,  thus  the  long 
list  of  nonconcurrences.  1  would  direct 
your  attention  to  p.  2304  in  the  DCA, 
Calendar  Item  1 397,  Petition  30544,  and 
the  fuller  text  can  be  found  in  ADCA  p. 
767. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  I  think 
you  have. 

COUNCIL-AUSTIN:  Page  2309  car- 
ries the  correction. 


BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

COUNCIL-AUSTIN:  It  was  origi- 
nally on  2224,  but  now  2309.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

COUNCIL-AUSTIN:  The  legislative 
committee  recommends  concurrence. 
The  committee  on  appeal  may  have  le- 
gal counsel  present  who  isn't  confer- 
ence chancellor,  and  I  would  ask  Jim 
Allen  from  the  South  Carolina  delega- 
tion to  speak  to  this  matter. 

JAMES  ALLEN  (South  Carolina): 
Thank  you.  Paragraph  2328  is  the  sec- 
tion in  the  Discipline  that  governs  ap- 
peals from  trial  court  decisions  in 
church  trials.  Section  J  specifically  re- 
fers to  appeals  from  the  Committee  on 
Investigation.  It  was  declared  unconsti- 
tutional by  the  Judicial  Council  in  a  de- 
cision last  year  because  the  appeal  went 
from  the  trial  process  over  to  the  annual 
conference,  which  violated  the  separa- 
tion of  powers  doctrine.  So  the  correc- 
tion, or  the  revision,  of  that  section  is 
found  in  the  middle  column  on  p.  2309. 
And  it  provides  for  appeals  to  the  Juris- 
dictional Court  of  Appeals  to  correct 
that  problem  which  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil pointed  out.  There's  also  some  clari- 
fication as  to  who  pays  for  counsel  for 
the  Committee  on  Investigation  in  an 
appeal. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

ALLEN:  The  committee  would  rec- 
ommend concurrence  as  amended  as 
printed  beginning  on  p.  2309. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  us.  All 
right;  I  see  no  card.  Vote  when  the  light 
appears.  You  have  sustained  the  com- 
mittee recommendation  98%.  [Yes,  865; 
No,  lO;  Next  item. 

COUNCIL-AUSTIN:  Bishop,  the  next 
petition  can  be  found  on  DCA  p.  2224, 
Calendar  Item  1394,  Petition  30546, 
ADCA  739.  The  legislative  committee 
recommends  concurrence  as  amended. 
Once  again,  I  turn  to  attorney  Jim  Allen, 
a  member  of  the  subcommittee,  to 
speak  a  word  of  rationale. 

ALLEN:  One  of  the  goals  of  the  sub- 
committee in  this  integrated  document 
on  trials  and  appeals  procedure  was  to 
make  the  whole  process  simpler  and 
cheaper  for  the  church  and  for  the  re- 
spondent. We  had  some,  I  thought, 
novel  ideas  to  put  things  in  chronologi- 
cal order  and  group  things  together 
that  were  similar.  A  little  unusual  for 
the  Discipline.  (Laughter)  There  were 
two,  I  think,  non-substantive  changes 
that  are  in  bold  print  at  the  bottom. 


which  have  to  do  with  clarifying  when 
the  statute  of  limitations  takes  effect, 
and  when  the  time  of  offense  is  consid- 
ered, and  also  to  bring  them  into  align- 
ment with  Judicial  Council  decisions 
concerning  the  statute  of  limitations. 
The  committee  would  recommend  con- 
currence as  amended  as  printed  on  p. 
2224. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  us. 
The  card  over  here.  I  recognize  the 
party  over  here.  Mike  3. 

Debate  on  What  Is  a  Chargeable  Offense 

CHRIS  E.  STEINER  (West  Ohio):  I  rise 
to  move  an  amendment  to  restore  Item 
IB,  which  has  been  deleted  by  the  com- 
mittee's action.  In  other  words,  I  want 
to  reinsert  "practices  declared  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  be  incom- 
patible with  Christian  teachings"  as  a 
chargeable  offense  in  section  2624  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline.  If  I  have  a  second,  I 
would  like  to  speak  to  the  motion. 

BISHOP  MELVIN  G.  TALBERT:  It  is 
seconded. 

STEINER:  Based  upon  the  actions  of 
this  Conference  yesterday,  we  have  cre- 
ated a  situation  that  if  the  committee's 
recommendation  is  passed  without  the 
benefit  of  this  amendment,  we  have  a 
situation  where  we  will  have  prohib- 
ited certain  conduct,  but  we  may  not 
have  a  means  of  enforcement  when  vio- 
lations of  the  prohibited  conduct  occur. 
Some  delegates  may  assert  that  this 
amendment  is  unnecessary  because 
charges  which  could  have  been 
brought  under  this  provision  could  still 
be  brought  under  one  of  the  other  pro- 
visions, such  as  immorality  or  disobe- 
dience to  the  order  and  Discipline  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

BISHOP  TALBERT;  You  need  to  sum 

up. 

STEINER:  This  creates  a  great  deal  of 
ambiguity  because  there  are  those  who 
would  propose  that  the  practice  of  ho- 
mosexuality is  not  immoral,  nor  does  it 
violate  the  order  and  Discipline  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Therefore, 
without  this  amendment,  the  prohib- 
ited conduct  may  not  constitute  a 
chargeable  offense  under  section  2624 
of  the  Book  of  Discipline.  I  urge  you  to 
provide  a  means  of  enforcing  the  pro- 
hibited conduct,  which  this  Conference 
affirmed  in  its  actior\s  yesterday. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Some- 
one against  this?  Are  we  .  .  .  Micro- 
phone 5. 
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RHONDA  VANDYKE  COLBY  (Vir- 
ginia): Before  coming  to  Cleveland,  I 
prayed  that  God  would  help  me  not 
have  my  mind  so  made  up  that  1  would- 
n't be  ready  to  learn  something  while  I 
was  here,  and  I  began  to  learn  a  lot  in 
the  subcommittee  that  dealt  with  trial 
procedures.  I  thought,  when  1  came 
here,  that  "incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching"  was  a  broad,  umbrella 
chargeable  offense;  I  thought  anything 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching. 
So  I  began  to  ask  questions  about  where 
the  lines  are.  1  asked,  for  example,  if  one 
of  my  colleagues  was  seen  buying  a  lot- 
tery ticket,  would  that  be  a  chargeable 
offense,  because  gambling  is  by  disci- 
plinary language  deadly  to  the  moral 
interest.  I  was  told  by  folks  who  are  le- 
gally sophisticated  delegates  and  staff 
that  that  would  not  be  the  case,  because 
in  fact  the  language  was  more  narrow. 
The  Discipline  would  have  to  prohibit 
actual  practices  that  are  called  in  the 
Discipline  "incompatible."  That  lan- 
guage only  appears,  as  I  can  find  it, 
around  homosexuality  and  war.  No 
matter  how  we  feel  about  the  actions  of 
yesterday,  I  think  that  is  an  unfortunate 
yoking  of  offenses.  What  became  clear 
to  me  is  that  1 B  is  not  a  defining  of  prin- 
ciple or  standard;  instead,  it  is  code  lan- 
guage for  a  particular  offense.  This 
body  has  spoken  with  clarity  yester- 
day. Everything  that  this  body  by  its  ac- 
tion yesterday  wished  to  remain  a 
chargeable  offense  in  this  regard — that 
is,  homosexual  practices  or  same-sex 
unions — continues  to  be  chargeable  un- 
der 1 E,  which  is  disobedience  to  the  or- 
der and  Discipline  of  The  Uruted 
Methodist  Church. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  need  to  sum 
up.  You  need  to  sum  up. 

COLBY:  Yes  sir.  The  acHon  of  the 
committee  doesn't  negate  anything  we 
did  yesterday.  It  removes  the  code  lan- 
guage so  we  can  be  clear  and  thorough 
without  being  redundant  in  language 
and  excessive  in  spirit. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Some- 
one speaking  for  the  amendment?  All 
right. 

EWING  WERLEIN  (Texas):  This  par- 
ticular petition,  I  noticed,  came  from 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry.  It  is  titled  in  our  Advance 
DCA,  "Statue  of  limitations  regarding 
certain  offenses."  The  presentation  that 
the  committee  has  made  has  focused 
upon  these  matters,  and  I  think  the 
body  will  have  no  problem  in  support- 
ing that  petition.  However,  somewhere 


along  the  line  in  the  committee,  this  de- 
letion of  this  line  B,  "practices  declared 
by  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  be 
incompMtible  with  Christian  teach- 
ings," came  up  and  now  has  been 
brought  to  us  as  an  amendment  that  did 
not  come  from  the  general  board  and  is 
not  germane  to  the  basic  subject  or  the 
title  of  this  proposed  petition. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Are  you  for  the 
amendment  or  against  it? 

WERLEIN:  1  am  for  the  amendment 
to  delete  the  strikethrough  in  "B"  and 
support  the  amendment  that  this  lan- 
guage, which  presently  is  in  the  Disci- 
pline, should  remain  in  the  Discipline. 
And  therefore  Bishop,  and  delegates,  I 
support  the  amendment  to  delete  the 
strikethrough  of  "B"  and  leave  in  the 
Discipline  language  that  is  there  so  that 
in  light  of  what  we  have  decided  yester- 
day, there  will  not  be  ambiguity  and 
confusion  about  the  position  of  the 
church. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Over 
here?  Yes.  One  against.  Are  you  against 
this? 

ELAINE  J.W.  STANOVSKY  (Pacific 
Northwest):  You  can  count  it  against. 
Bishop.  I  am  here  to  "say  uncle"  to  the 
250  of  you  who  voted  together  so  con- 
sistently yesterday.  I  have  given  up 
hope  of  influencing  the  vote  on  this 
matter.  But  I  am  not  going  to  take  it  sit- 
ting down  or  silent.  I  am  called  to  bear 
witness  to  the  faith  given  me.  It's  time 
to  testify  today  in  our  conferences,  in 
our  churches,  among  our  church  mem- 
bers, and  in  the  lives  of  unchurched 
people  seeking  faith,  homosexual 
United  Methodist  pastors  are  minister- 
ing faithfully  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  They  are  praying  with  people  in 
hospitals,  teaching  children,  they  are 
on  a  Friday  evening  probably  prepar- 
ing for  worship  on  Sunday.  1  ask  my- 
self, are  these  pastors  called  by  God? 
And  the  answer  comes,  "Yes."  Are  they 
blessed  and  formed  by  God?  Yes. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Sum  up. 

STANOVSKY:  Are  they  ordained 
and  powered  by  the  Holy  Spirit?  Yes. 
Are  they  serving  God,  even  under  cir- 
cumstances of  risk  and  persecution? 
Yes.  Does  their  ministry  bear  the  fruits 
of  the  spirit?  Yes.  The  Holy  Spirit  bears 
witness  with  my  spirit  that  sometimes 
God  calls,  blesses,  forms,  ordains,  and 
sustains  homosexuals — practicing  ho- 
mosexuab — for  ministry  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Holy  Spint 
bears  witness  with  my  spirit  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  prohibi- 


tion of  homosexual  clergy  is  contrary  to 
the  will  and  the  work  of  God  among  us. 
Therefore,  the  church  is  divided  and 
the  gospel  corrupted.  This  is  my  testi- 
mony, God  being  my  witness. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  it's  be- 
fore you.  Anything  from  the  chair? 

COUNCIL-AUSTIN:  In  the  words  of 
Rhonda  VanDyke  Colby  from  the  Vir- 
ginia Annual  Conference  and  a  mem- 
ber of  our  subcommittee,  we  did  have  a 
great  deal  of  discussussion,  and  as  a 
committeee,  as  a  subcommittee,  and 
also  presented  in  our  legislative  com- 
mittee, we  felt  that  "B"  was  redundant, 
that  in  variety  of  ways  it  is  very  clear  to 
us,  the  position  of  the  church,  but  we 
felt  the  language  redundant.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  The 
amendment  is  before  us.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  (Yes,  463;  No,  418j  All 
right,  you  have  substained  the  amend- 
ment. The  report  of  the  committee  is  be- 
fore us  as  has  been  amended.  All  right. . 
. .  Mike  2. 

JUNE  MCCULLOUGH  (Southern 
New  Jersey):  Bishop,  according  to  my 
reading  there  is  a  slight  omission  in  the 
fjetition  as  it  is  printed.  If  goes  from 
small  letter — in  number  1,  it  goes  from 
small  letter  "("  to  "h";  "g"  is  missing 
and  should  read:  "Racial 
Harrassment." 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Is  that  correct? 

MCCULLOUGH:  That  is  correct,  and 
we  will  accept  that  as  an  editorial . . . 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  then, 
this  is  an  editorial  matter,  and  the 
correlators  will  pick  that  up.  Are  we 
ready?  The  petition  is  before  us  as  has 
been  amended.  Vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. (Yes,  724;  No,  174]  All  right,  you 
have  sustained  this  and  adopted.  Next 
item. 

COUNCIL-AUSTIN:  And  Bishop, 
that  concludes  our  work  with  trial  pro- 
cedures. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Thank 
you  very  much. 

(Applause) 

Petitions  from  Committee  on  General  and 
judicial  Administration 

JANET  FORBES  (Rocky  Mountain): 
Bishop,  I  served  as  secretary  for  Gen- 
eral and  Judicial  Administration.  I  have 
four  items  to  present. 

BISHOP  TALBERT;  All  nght. 
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FORBES:  Page  2226,  Calendar  Item 
1407,  Petition  31251  on  p.  728  of  the  Ad- 
vance DCA.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  us.  I 
see  no  cards.  Vote  when  the  light  ap- 
pears. (Pause)  You  have  sustained  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee, 
[Yes,  626;  No,  220].  Next  item. 

FORBES:  Page  2240,  Calendar  Item 
1551,Petition31241onp.  719oftheArf- 
Dfl»ce  DCA.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you.  I 
recognize  the  card  in  the  rear.  Mike  8. 

Debate  on  Youth  and  Young  Adults 
Serving  on  All  Boards  and  Agencies 

DAVID  WILSON  (Little  Rock):  I 
speak  against  concurring.  Presently  on 
the  Board  of  Pensions  we  have  32  mem- 
bers. That  would  mean  that  if  we  would 
adopt  this,  6  of  those  would  be  youth 
and  young  adults.  GCFA  has  40  mem- 
bers, 8  of  those  would  be  youth  or 
young  adults.  And  I  submit  that  these 
two  agencies,  and  others,  deal  with 
very  complicated  matters  that  most  of 
us  adults  can't  even  understand. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is  there 
someone  on  the  other  side  of  this  issue? 
Is  that  where  you  are,  the  young  man 
right  here?  All  right.  Mike  1. 

GERALD  (JAY)  WILLIAMS  (Western 
New  York):  I  guess  that,  in  response  to 
what  was  just  said,  if  those  six  members 
were  on  the  board,  what's  wrong  with 
that?  I'm  19  years  old.  I'm  a  freshman  at 
Harvard  University.  I  was  elected  the 
first  lay  delegate  to  the  annual  confer- 
ence from  Western  New  York,  on  the 
first  ballot.  I  think  I'm  well  capable  of 
being  here  and  serving  on  any  agency 
in  the  church.  And  I  affirm  that  all  that 
the  youth  are  doing.  And  I  hope  you 
support  the  recommendation  of 
GCOM. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Now 
the  .  .  .  Are  you  against?  Someone 
against?  All  right.  Right  here,  yes.  Mike 
4. 

MARY  ANN  GALLOWAY  (West 
Ohio):  My  concern  with  this  is  the  fact 
that  these  agencies  meet  during  the 
day,  meet  during  the  times  when  these 
youth  and  young  adults  are  in  school. 
And  many  find  it  difficult  to  come 
there. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  In  the 
far  rear,  over  here  with  the  pink  sheet. 
Are  you  against? 

JEFF  SITTS  (Minnesota):  No,  for. 


BISHOP  TALBERT:  You're  for.  All 
right. 

SITTS:  I  offer  a  challenge  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  raised  the  question  of  youth 
and  young  adults  understanding  these 
complex  formulas.  I'm  a  grad  student 
at  the  University  of  Michigan  going  for 
a  Ph.D.  in  nuclear  engineering.  I'd  be 
willing  to  ask  if  he  could  understand 
what  I  study.  (Laughter)  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  This 
matter's  before  us.  And  we  hear  now 
from  the  Chair.  By  your  own  rules,  no 
applause.  All  right. 

FORBES:  This  reflects  a  commitment 
of  the  committee  to  leadership  of  youth 
and  young  adults  across  the  general 
church.  It  says  it  is  recommended  that 
wherever  possible  20  percent  of  general 
agencies  be  youth  and  young  adults. 
We  recommend  concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 
The  conference  did  not  sustain  you. 
[Yes,  435;  No,  450}.  It  is  therefore, 
nonconcurred.  Next  item. 

FORBES:  Continuing  on  p.  2240,  Cal- 
endar Item  1550,  Petition  30375,  p.719 
of  the  Advance  DCA,  regarding  that 
general  agency  membership  should  in- 
clude years  of  church  membership,  the 
committee  recommended  non-concur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 
You  have  sustained  the  committee. 
[Yes,  733;  No,  2  OO;  Next. 

FORBES:  Page  2241,  Calendar  Item 
1556,  Petition  31878,  and  p.  1335  in  the 
Advance  DCA,  Section  3.  The  committee 
recommends  concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 
You  have  sustained  the  recommenda- 
tion, [Yes,  813;  No,  53].  Next. 

SAM  WYNN  (North  Carolina):  I  call 
your  attention  to  p.  2060,  Calendar  Item 
838,  PeHtion  31552,  DCA,  p.  781.  The 
committee  recommends  concurrence 
as  amended.  The  amendments  are 
there  and  the  rationale  being  in  light  of 
our  earlier  action  on  Calendar  Item  836, 
Petition  31967.  Living  into  the  future, 
we  move  concurrence  with  this  as 
amended. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  792; 
No,  90]  You  have  sustained  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation.  Next  item. 

CHRISTINE  HARMAN  (Kentucky): 
Bishop,  that  concludes  the  work  of  the 


Legislative  Committee  on  General  and 
Judicial  Administration  with  a  grati- 
tude for  service. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  let's  go 
with  the  next  committee.  According  to 
mine,  it  is  Higher  Education  and  Miius- 
try,  is  that  right?  Yes.  Will  you  move 
with  some  precious  moments,  let's; 
item  number  four.  Mike  4. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry 

JOE  KILPATRICK  (North  Georgia): 
Bishop,  just  a  point  of  inquiry.  On  p. 
2241  is  Calendar  Item  1552,  adding 
young  adults  between  the  ages  of  17 
and  27  from  the  North  Central,  South 
Central,  and  Southeast  jurisdictions  of 
GCOM.  We  just  passed  a  resolution 
that  added  members  from  other  juris- 
dictions to  GCOM.  What's  the  condi- 
tion of  this  calendar  item?  What's  the 
status  of  it? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Identify  it  again, 
what  page  is  it? 

KILPATRICK:  Page  2241,  Calendar 
Item  1552.  Is  it  on  the  Consent  Calendar 
or  is  that  the  reason  we're  not  acting  on 
it? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Can  someone, 
the  committee  chair,  identify  where 
that  item  is?  Is  it  on  the  Consent  Calen- 
dar? He  said  it's  on  the  Consent  Calen- 
dar. All  right.  Let's  proceed. 

LAVON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  Bishop,  Katherine  Lehman  will 
bring  the  first  four  petitions. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

Evangelism  as  Requirement 
for  Candidates 

KATHERINE  LEHMAN  (North  Indi- 
ana): Bishop  and  General  Conference, 
our  first  item  is  found  on  p.  2094.  Calen- 
dar Item  1202.  You  will  see  the  title  as, 
"Evangelism  as  Undergraduate  Re- 
quirement for  Candidates."  That  title  is 
error  and  the  word  undergraduate 
should  be  struck  so  that  the  title  reads, 
"Evangelism  as  Requirement  for  Can- 
didates" and  AI  Gwinn  will  speak  to 
that. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Before  we  gel 
into  this,  I  have  been  informed  that 
there  are  United  Methodist  delegates 
here  who  are  sitting  next  to  a  vacant 
machine  and  when  it  comes  time  to 
vote,  rather  than  voting  your  machine 
only,  you're  reaching  over  and  voting 
on  another  machine.  Need  I  remind 
you  that  that's  an  immoral  act  in  this 
process  of  legislation.  And  I  hope  dele- 
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gates  who  are  observing  that  will  call 
that  to  my  attention  so  that  we  can  in- 
validate that  kind  of  voting  here  in  this 
General  Conference.  Let  us  proceed. 

AL  GVVINN  (Kentucky):  Thank  you. 
Bishop.  On  item  1202,  the  committee 
recommends  concurrence.  Our  ratio- 
nale is  this  would  help  our  future  lead- 
ers become  better  equipped  in  assisting 
our  congregations  to  fulfill  our  calling 
i».  make  disciples. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this  is 
before  us.  Yes,  number  5. 

TRAGI  WEST  (New  York):  I'd  like  to 
amend  this  to  move  the  word  "evange- 
lism" into  the  sentence  so  that  it  reads 
"Evangelism/Mission  of  the  Church  in 
the  World."  If  1  have  a  second,  I'd  like  to 
speak  to  it. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  seconded. 

WEST:  1  think  that  for  many  of  us  it's 
been  a  long  since  we've  been  in  semi- 
nary and  1  just  want  to  remind  us  of 
some  of  the  consequences  of  these  ac- 
tions. The  seminary  students  have  a  lot 
of  requirements  to  fill  right  now  and 
complain  about  being  able  to  do  so 
within  a  three-year  period.  By  taking 
this  action  of  adding  an  additional  re- 
quirement, in  some  cases  it  will  force 
students  to  go  a  fourth  year  and  to  incur 
even  more  debt.  The  number  of  require- 
ments are  not  simply  that  they  have  to 
meet  or  not  simply  the  requirements 
that  we  lift  here,  but  also  many  that 
seminaries  add.  For  example,  preach- 
ing is  not  on  our  list;  or,  for  example, 
pastoral  counseling  is  not  on  our  list. 
And  so,  I  would  urge  you  not  to  add  yet 
another  requirement  for  our  seminary 
students  to  meet.  In  addition,  evange- 
lism is  something  that  is  very  important 
and  could — in  fact  one  of  the  members 
of  our  legislative  session  sug- 
gested— be  a  cornerstone  of  work  that 
students  do  as  probationers.  Now  that 
that  process  is  extended,  the  seminaries 
are  working  with  probationers  in  that 
process  so  at  that  point  they  will  be  lo- 
cated in  a  community  where  they  have 
a  commitment  to  that  community  and 
they  can  work  on  evangelism  in  that 
context. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right  the 
amendment  is  before  us.  Are  you 
against?  All  right,  I  recognize  you. 
Mike  4.  The  amendment  is  before  us 
now. 

GARY  EXMAN  (West  Ohio):  I've  sat 
here  for  two  weeks  and  we've  said  very 
little  about  e\'angelism.  The  more  we 
can  emphasize  it  the  better.  Our  de- 


nomination— we're  not  going  to  be 
here  too  many  general  conferences  if 
we  ontinue  to  lose  membership  as  we 
are.  We  need  to  evangelize  and  em- 
power people  with  Jesus  Christ.  Let's 
get  busy  with  it.  Don't  take  evangelism 
out  of  this. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  is  there 
someone  for  this  amendment?  All 
right,  over  here.  Mike  4. 

WARNER  BROWN  (California-Ne- 
vada): Evangelism  is  very  important 
and  1  wholeheartedly  support  it.  But  I 
feel  the  placement  of  the  word  in  this 
paragraph  is  better  placed  in  the 
amendment  than  in  the  initial  legisla- 
tion. So  1  would  encourage  us  to  put 
evangelism  in,  but  make  it  a  part  as 
stated  in  the  amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  some- 
one is  against  it.  1  recognize  the  hand  in 
the  far  rear  back  here  to  my  right.  The 
orange  card,  yes,  yes. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Mike  8. 

MARK  DICKENS  (South  Indiana):  I 
am  just  completing  eight  years  on  the 
Section  on  Evangelism  for  our  annual 
conference.  One  of  the  things  I  have 
learned  is  that  many  of  my  clergy  col- 
leagues had  no  exposure  to  evangelism 
in  seminary.  It  is  a  needed  subject,  and  I 
am  sure  that  our  official  seminaries, 
who  want  so  much  to  be  respwnsive  in 
preparing  appropriate  pastoral  leader- 
ship for  our  denomination,  can  make 
this  requirement  fit. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  The 
amendment  is  before  us.  Any  word 
from  the  chair? 

AL  GWINN  (Kentucky):  Yes,  Bishop, 
thank  you.  I  remind  you  that  ptaragraph 
315  in  our  Discipline  refers  to  qualifica- 
tions for  probationary  members  in  our 
annual  conference.  TTie  petition  ad- 
dresses the  subject  of  evangelism  and 
adds  it  to  the  24  sememester  hours  of 
graduate  theological  studies  in  Chris- 
tian faith.  It  does  not  add  to  the  overall 
program  of  a  seminary  graduate.  We 
do  feel  that  our  calling  to  make  disci- 
ples is  significantly  important  and 
needs  to  be  clarified  at  that  very  point  in 
the  Discipline. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  before  us  If  you  support 
the  amendment,  vote  yes.  Vote  when 
the  light  appears.  All  right  the  amend- 
ment is  not  supported.  (Yes,  360;  No, 
507]  The  item  is  before  us,  vote  when 
the  hght  appears.  You  have  sustained 
the  committee,  [Yes.  710;  No.  171}.  Next 
item. 


Charge  Conference  ResponsAility 
for  Paytng  Pastor's  Salary 

LEHMAN:  The  next  item  is  found  on 
p.  2158.  It  is  item  no.  1381.  "Responsi- 
bility for  paying  pastor's  salary  rests 
with  the  charge  conference."  It's  Peti- 
tion 31270  and  it's  found  in  the  ADC  A 
on  p.  967.  The  committee  recommends 
nonconcurrence,  because  the  commit- 
tee understood  that  the  original  disci- 
plinary language  affirms  that  clergy  are 
members  of  the  annual  conference, 
with  claim,  perhaps,  on  the  equitable 
compensation  fund  for  minimum  com- 
peiwarion.  Tlierefore,  we  recommend 
nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT;  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  app>ears.  You  have 
sustained  the  committee,  [Yes,  793;  No, 
75/.  Next  item. 

LEHMAN:  The  next  item  is  on  the 
same  p.  1382.  It  is  Petition  31271,  found 
on  p.  967  of  the  ADCA.  And  this  is  to 
clarify  grounds  for  seeking  subsidy 
grant  from  the  equitable  comperxsation 
fund.  It  is  linked  with  the  item  we  just 
did .  There  is  a  correction  here.  The  com- 
mittee is  recommending  nonconcur- 
rence. It's  printed  incorrectly  in  your 
DCA.  The  sulxommittee  recom- 
mended concurrence,  which  failed,  and 
so  the  voting  report  is  for  nonconcur- 
rence. The  reason  for  that  is  that  the  ef- 
fects of  this  language  that  is  proposed 
in  this  action  really  are  unclear  and  the 
committee  was  divided,  as  the  vote 
shows.  And  therefore  we  recommend 
nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this  is 
before  us.  Remember  it's  nonconcur- 
rence. Vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
have  sustained  the  committee  /y«,  847; 
No,  32]. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Membership 

LEHMAN:  The  next  item  is  found  on 
the  same  page,  item  1386.  There  are  two 
corrections  here.  The  first  is  in  the  title, 
rather  than  BOD,  it  should  be  BOM  re- 
ferring to  Board  of  Ministry  or  Board  of 
(Drdained  Ministry  members.  And 
then,  there  was  an  omission  in  the 
amendment — and  I  will  try  to  be  as 
clear  as  1  can.  If  you  look  please  at  the 
sixth  line  of  the  amendment,  at  the  very 
end  of  that  line,  if  begins  with  the  end  of 
the  word  elders  "and  deacons  in  full 
connection  and,"  after  and  insert  the 
words  "when  possible."  And  then  it 
continues  with  the  words  "at  least  two 
associate  members."  And  if  you  are 
clear,  then  I  will  go  on.  The  committee 
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affirms  the  need  to  have  local  pastors 
and  associate  members  represented  on 
the  BOM,  but  in  no  place  in  our  life  to- 
gether do  they  vote  on  matters  of  ordi- 
nation and  character.  And  therefore,  it 
is  appropriate  to  have  them  on  the 
board,  but  without  vote,  since  that's  the 
work  the  BOM  does.  So  the  committee 
does  recommend  concurrence  with  this 
amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  have 
sustained  the  committee,  [Yes,  745;  No, 
135]. 

LEHMAN:  Thank  you,  I  turn  to  our 
chair.  La  Von  Wilson. 

BISHOP  MELVIN  TALBERT:  Yes. 
Mike  4. 

ROGER  A.  KINDSCHl  (Wisconsin): 
On  Tuesday  night,  when  this  legislative 
committee  was  meeting,  I  tried  to 
amend  one  of  the  concurred  items,  and 
it  was  recognized,  and  I  haven't  been 
able  to  do  that  until  this  time.  I  would 
like  to  be  able  to  present  an  amendment 
that  affects  our  seminary  students  and 
seminary  students  to  be. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Which  calendar 
item  are  you  on? 

KINDSCHl:  I  am  referring  to  Calen- 
dar Item  640. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Well,  that's  not 
before  us  now.  We  have  this  committee 
report  coming. 

KINDSCHl:  OK,  would  it  be  regard- 
ing reconsideration  of  this,  sir? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  want  to  re- 
consider an  item? 

KINDSCHl:  Yes,  sir. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Iden- 
tify it  again. 

KINDSCHl:  It's  on  Petition  1994,  Cal- 
endar Item  640.  And  this  was  one  of  the 
items  that  we  had  that  we  voted  in  two 
parts. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  How  did  you 
vote  on  that  item? 

KINDSCHl:  I  voted  concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

KINDSCHl:  And  if  I  could  get  a  sec- 
ond, sir,  I  would  like  to  explain. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Let's 
see  you  want  to  ask  this  body  to  recon- 
sider that? 

KINDSCHl:  Yes,  sir. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  AH  right.  If  you 
would  consider — what's  the  point  of 
order?  Number  8? 


ROBERT  SWEET  (New  England): 
Bishop,  I  thought  I  understood  you  at 
the  beginning  of  this  session  to  say  that 
you  would  not  entertain  any  other  ac- 
tions until  all  committee  reports  had 
completed.  Did  I  misunderstand? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  think  you're 
right.  Let's  hold  this,  sir,  until  we  get 
this  down  the  road  further.  All  right,  go 
ahead. 

Petition  Regarding  Membership 
on  University  Senate 

J.  LA  VON  WILSON  (Illinois  Great 
Rivers):  If  you  would  turn  in  your  DCA 
to  p.  2081,  Calendar  Item  1064  in  your 
Advance  DCA,  p.  1010,  Petition  30960. 
This  particular  one  was  lifted  off  the 
consent  agenda  regarding  membership 
in  the  University  Senate.  Our  rationale 
is  that  we  support  the  current  member- 
ship ratio  that  follows  the  principles  of 
academia  peer  evaluation  and  the  eval- 
uation, criteria  used  by  the  senate  has  a 
strong  religious  life  and  instructional 
component.  Our  committee  recom- 
mended nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  823; 
No,  56]  All  right,  you've  sustained  the 
committee  nonconcurrence.  Next  item. 

Appointment  of  Retired  Clergy 

WILSON:  The  next  item  is  found  on 
p.  2242,  Calendar  Item  1559,  Advance 
DCA  1659,  Petition  31962.  And  this  pe- 
tition has  a  minority  report.  This  is  "The 
Church  in  Solidarity."  I'm  sorry,  that's 
the  wrong  one.  "Retired  Clergy  May  Be 
Appointed  One  Year  at  a  Time  if  Bishop 
Decides  it  in  It's  Annual  Conference 
Best  Interest."  The  membership  voted 
72  for  and  23  against  and  2  not  voting. 
And  the  committee  recommended  con- 
currences with  the  amendment  as  fol- 
lows. In  place  of  petition's  words 
remove  from  1355.6,  "but  not  the  same 
appointment  from  which  he  or  she  has 
been  retired."  And  to  that  point  we 
have  a  minority  report  that  Carol 
Woods  will  bring  at  this  time.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  AH  right.  Let's 
hear  from  the  minority  report. 

Appointment  of  Ethnic  Minority 
Retired  Clergy 

CAROL  WOODS  (North  Texas): 
Bishop  and  conference,  this  report  co- 
mes from  our  subcommittee.  Because 
of  the  pressure  of  time,  the  whole  legis- 
lative committee  did  not  have  a  chance 
to  process  the  issue  fully,  so  our  sub- 
committee, after  careful  consideration, 


brings  this  issue  to  you  now.  We  sup 
ported  it  by  a  vote  of  15  to  0,  and  the 
only  way  to  bring  it  to  the  floor  was  as  a 
minority  report.  We  support  the  main 
motion  and  we  want  to  make  it  clear 
that  our  minority  report  includes  the 
language  of  the  majority  report.  We 
simply  want  to  add  these  words.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  minority  report,  majority 
report  added  the  following  to  the  end  of 
355.1:  "be  retired,  except  that  in  lieu  ji 
retirement  the  bishop  of  an  annual  con- 
ference may  initiate  the  appointment 
for  ethnic  minorities,  language,  and 
specialized  mission  situations  of  a  per- 
son who  has  reached  mandatory  retire- 
ment age  to  an  appointment  for  one 
year  at  a  time,  subject  to  an  annual 
re-evaluation  if  the  bishop  determines 
such  an  appointment  or  reappointment 
to  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  annual 
conference." 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Now— 

WOODS:  The  rationale  of  the  sub- 
committee is  this:  We  considered  14  pe- 
titions on  this  issue,  and  centered 
around  the  issue  of  mandatory  retire- 
ment. There  are  cases  of  appointments 
involving  ethnic  minority  churches, 
language  churches,  and  specialized 
mission  situations  where  it  is  critical  for 
pastors  to  continue  to  be  appointed  in 
the  active  conference  relationship  in  or- 
der to  be  culturally  credible  and  viable 
in  their  setting.  When  such  ethnic,  lan- 
guage, or  missional  pastors  reach  the 
mandatory  retirement  age  of  70,  they 
cannot  continue  in  the  active  relation- 
ship. This  minority  report  would  allow 
for  the  bishop  to  initiate  the  exception 
to  this  retirement  age  for  missional  rea- 
sons one  year  at  a  time  and  subject  to 
annual  review.  We  need  to  allow  these 
vital  and  effective  ministries  in  ethnic, 
language,  and  missional  situations  to 
continue  where  specialized  leadership 
is  needed  and  the  subcommittee  voted 
unanimously  to  support  this  exception. 
We  respectfully  request  that  you  sup- 
port the  minority  report. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  I'm  not 
going  to  treat  this  as  a  minority  report. 
I'm  going  to  let  you  handle  it  as  an 
amendment.  So  the  amendment  is  be- 
fore us.  All  right.  Someone  against  it? 
Are  you  against  it  at  mike  4?  All  right. 

DENNY  WHITE  (Western  North 
Carolina):  With  great  reluctance,  I  find 
that  I  must  speak  in  opposition  to  the 
position  stated  by  my  friend  from 
North  Texas.  We're  often  fond,  in  this 
body,  of  talking  about  a  slippery  slope 
down  which  we  do  not  want  to  go,  and  I 
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suggest  to  you  that  this  is  one  of  them. 
According  to  our  historical  tradition  as 
Methodist  p>eople,  the  membership  of 
the  clergy  in  the  church  is  in  the  clergy 
session  of  the  annual  conference.  It  is 
the  clergy  session  what  elect,  which 
elects  us  to  membership  in  the  confer- 
ence. It  IS  the  clergy  session  which  votes 
to  ordain  us  into  the  ministry  of  the 
church.  It  is  through  the  actions  of  the 
clergy  session  that  our  relationship  to 
the  annual  conference  is  deter- 
mined— whether  that  be  active  service 
or  a  leave  of  some  kind  or  in  the  most 
relevant  case,  retirement.  What  the  per- 
son who  has  been  representer  of  the  mi- 
nority is  proposing  here  affects 
mandatory  retirement,  and  we  have  a 
lot  of  views  about  that.  But  in  our  nego- 
tiated arrangement  that  you  find  repre- 
sented in  the  report  of  the  minority,  we 
believe  we've  met  the  concerns  of  the 
North  Texas  delegation  in  regard  to  al- 
lowing a  minister  to  stay  in  an  appoint- 
ment past  retirement.  But  for  us,  as  a 
General  Conference,  to  place  into  the 
polity  of  our  church  a  means  by  which  a 
bishop,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the 
clergy  session,  can,  in  effect,  determine 
whether  or  not  a  clergy  member  retires 
is  a  practice  that  I  view  as  against  our 
historic  tradition  and — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Sum  it  up. 

WHITE:  —in  the  point  of  those  slip- 
pery slopes  down  which  we  do  not 
want  to  go. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Is  there 
someone  for  this  amendment?  Yes. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Mike  5. 

GRANT  HAGIYA  (California-Pa- 
cific): I  come  from  culture  that  values 
age,  but  is  very  hierarchical  in  it's  or- 
der—it's social  order.  And  whereas,  we 
honor  retirement,  it  also  is  a  lessening 
of  the  authoritative  role  of  the  pastor 
once  that  happens.  In  many  of  our  cul- 
tures, sub-cultures  of  Asian,  Korean, 
Southeast  Asian,  Chinese,  the  pastor 
once  retired,  no  longer  has  the  author- 
ity with  which  to  carry  office.  And  what 
we  are  asking  for  is  the  maximum 
amount  of  flexibility  that  a  bishop  can 
have  to  initiate  the  deployment  of  per- 
sonnel in  these  specialized  situations. 
So  this  is  why  we  are  asking  for  this  par- 
ticular rationale  on  this  Minority  Re- 
port and  I  would  support  it. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  is  there 
someone  against  it  In  the  rear  back 
here,  the  yellow  card.  Yes  Mike  8 

CHARLES  BOAYUE,  JR.  (Detroit):  1 
rise  in  opposition  to  this  amendment  to 


the  Majority  Repwrt,  on  the  grounds 
that  this  may  undermine  the  recruit- 
ment which  ought  to  be  a  planned  ac- 
tivity of  the  church  for  new  clergy, 
when  we  begin  to  legislate  dependence 
upon  on  those  who  have  reached  man- 
datory retirement.  And  until  we  can  re- 
move mandatory  retirement,  we 
should  respect  it,  and  so  I  urge  you  to 
defeat  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  we 
have  the  two  for,  two  against.  Any  final 
word  from  you?  And  then  we'll  get  a 
word  from  the  chair. 

CAROL  W(X)DS:  Yes,  I  would  just 
say  we  need  to  allow  for  flexibility  in 
these  ethnic  language  and  mission  situ- 
ations. We  need  to  recognize  the  cases 
where  such  ministers  who  are  in  their 
70's  who  can  still  be  seen  as  active,  im- 
portant, and  culturally  credible  in  the 
mission  and  ministry  of  the  church.  I  re- 
mind you  that  our  Minority  Report  also 
includes  the  language  of  the  Majority, 
and  I  urge  you  to  support  both  by  vot- 
ing for  the  Minority  Report.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  any 
word  from  the  Chair  of  the  Committee? 

LAVON  WILSON:  The  Discipline 
states  that  retired  clergy  are  already  eli- 
gible for  appointment  in  a  retired  rela- 
tionship, and  bishof)s  may  call  for  this 
special  circumstances  with  the  provi- 
sion that  is  already  in  the  discipline. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  before  us.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  You  do  not  support  the 
amendment.  It  failed  [Yes,  300:  No.  558]. 
All  right,  the  report  of  the  committee's 
before  us.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You  have  sustained  the  committee /Yes, 
7I4;No.I33i.  Next  item. 

WILSON:  Bishop,  I  would  like  to  say, 
I  would  like  to  thank  my  sub-commit- 
tee members  of  Martha  Orphe  and  Rob- 
ert Schnase  and  David  Penalva  and 
Allen  Norris,  along  with  my  committee 
who  has  helped  us  to  go  through  416 
petitions.  We  thank  you,  and  we  are 
complete. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Thank  you  very 
much.  Next  All  right,  I  understand  the 
General  and  Judicial  chair  needs  to 
make  a  motion  regarding  some  actions. 
I  recognize  you. 

Changes  in  Membership  Requirements  of 

General  Agencies  Effective  at  End 

of  General  Conference 

CHRISTINE  HARMON:  Thank  you 
Bishop.  I  need  to  make  an  enabling  mo- 
tion to  bnng  into  effect  some  of  the  ac- 


tion that  you  just  voted  in  the  report  on 
the  Committee  on  General  and  Judiaal 
Administration.  I  move  that  all  actions 
of  the  General  Conference  which  have 
made  changes  in  the  membership  re- 
quirements of  General  Agencies  shall 
be  effective  immediately  upon  adjourn- 
ment of  this  General  Conference. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  think  you  un- 
derstand that.  Any  question?  Yes.  Mike 
1. 

GIL  HANKE:  aexas):  What  does  this 
do  to  the  cap  that  we  have  on  numbers 
of  persons  who  can  serve  on  a  General 
Agency,  on  all  the  General  Agencies 
combined?  We  passed  the  thing  where 
we  were  going  to  add  persons  from 
pan-Methodists,  and  I  need  to  know 
what  that  does  to  the  relationship  to 
that  cap. 

HARMON:  What  this  does  is  not  just 
the  caps,  but  the  membership  require- 
ments esp)ecially  around  age  and  who 
participates,  all  that.  What  this  does  is 
enable  the  actions  that  you  have  al- 
ready taken  to  go  into  effect  at  the  July 
nominations  at  jurisdictional  cor\fer- 
ences. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this  is 
before  us.  If  you  vote  support  this  mo- 
tion, vote  yes;  if  you  do  not,  vote  no. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  You've 
sustained  this  motion  [Yes,  777;  No,  62]. 
Next  item.  All  right.  Faith  and  Order. 

Partial  Birth  Abortion  Debated 

ROBERT  HAYES  (Texas):  Yes,  is  dele- 
gate Sally  Dyck  in  the  house?  She  needs 
to  present  a  Minority  Report.  Bishop, 
the  first  item  that  I  have  for  us  tonight  is 
found  on  p.  2157  of  your  DC  A  and  p. 
487  of  the  ADCA.  It  is  Calendar  Item 
1 378  on  the  bottom  right-hand  comer  It 
will  be  also  helpful  if  you  have  your 
Booit  of  Discipline  with  you.  Page  90, 
paragraph  65j.  I'll  give  you  just  a  mo- 
ment to  find  that.  Petition  3(X)45.  This 
petition  deals  with  abortion  and  in- 
cludes the  term  "partial  birth  abor- 
tion." The  committee  looked  at  over  40 
petitions  that  dealt  with  abortion  and 
the  majority  of  the  committee  felt 
strongly  about  using  much  of  what  is 
there,  but  also  including  the  term,  this 
term  "partial  birth  abortion"  in  our  dis- 
cipline. It  recommends  concurrence  as 
amended  And  our  rationale  is  that  the 
current  language,  although  good  and 
somewhat  thorough,  does  not  go  far 
enough  to  include  this  relatively  mod- 
em medical  procedure.  We  do  have  a 
Minority  Report  at  this  time. 
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SALLY  DYCK  (East  Ohio):  And  the 
minority  report  is  the  addition  of  just  a 
couple  of  words  in  two  places  in  the 
language  of  what  the  majority  report 
had.  It  adds  "sometimes  called  partial 
birth  abortion."  So  we  would  add  the 
two  words  sometimes  called.  And  the 
reason  for  this  is  that  partial  birth  abor- 
tion is  a  term  that  the  media  has  brought 
to  our  attention  and  awareness.  And  in 
many  respects,  it's  jargon;  it  is  not  tech- 
nical or  medical  terminology,  and  we 
wanted  to  make  sure  that  we  had  those 
extra  words  in  that  regard.  And  the 
other  part  of  the  minority  report  is  to 
add  the  two  words  and  health  after  the 
language  of  the  majority  report,  so  that 
it  would  read  "except  when  the  physi- 
cal Uieaiid  health  of  the  mother  is  in  dan- 
ger." And  we  would  continue  on 
agreeing  with  the  rest  of  the  majority 
report  when  there  are  no  other  medical 
procedures  available  or  in  the  case  of 
severe  fetal  anomalies  incompatible 
with  life.  So  we  would  simply  add 
those  two  words,  and  health.  We  believe 
that  it's  important  to  make  sure  that  the 
health  of  the  mother — the  woman — is 
added  in  there,  because  many  times  in 
these  severe  tragic  cases,  which  are  the 
conditions  of  the  majority  report,  it's 
important  that  the  woman  with  her 
family  and  her  physician  be  able  to 
make  some  very  difficult  choices  and  to 
have  some  options  for  those  choices. 
Many  times  in  these  kinds  of  situations, 
we  recognize  that  there's  no  positive 
outcome  when  you  look  at  the  condi- 
tions in  the  majority  report.  And  so, 
when  a  woman  and  her  family  and  her 
physician  have  some  options,  it  helps  to 
be  able  to  go  forward  in  a  way  that  can 
be  as  healthy  for  the  woman  physically 
as  possible.  So  we  would  encourage  the 
addition  of  these  words,  sometimes 
called  partial  birth,  and  to  add  the  physical 
life  and  health  of  the  mother. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  with 
the  permission  of  this  body  I'm  going  to 
treat  this  as  an  amendment  and  just 
move  immediately  to  the  amendment. 
What's  before  us  is  the  amendment.  All 
right,  I  recognize  the  lady's  card  in  the 
pink,  yes  you.  All  right,  number  six. 

JANET  STEPHENSON  (Iowa):  I 
would  like  to  remind  the  group  that  at 
the  Iowa  Methodist  Medical  Center  a 
couple  years  ago,  septuplets  were  born 
to  the  McCoy  family.  The  obstetrician. 
Dr.  Paula  Mahon,  as  each  baby  was 
born  said,  "God  is  good."  This  same 
woman  has  lobbied  the  Iowa  legisla- 
ture, who  was  attempting  to  pass  the 
ban  on  partial  birth  abortions,  saying 


that  there  are  some  cases  when  it  is 
medically  necessary.  For  us  to  sit  here 
secure  in  the  comfort  and  knowledge 
that  we  will  probably  never  have  to  face 
such  an  agonizing  decision  is  not  only 
presumptuous,  it  is  arrogant.  I  would 
wish  that  we  could  know  that  we  do  not 
have  the  medical  competence  to  know 
what  is  the  right  thing  to  do  in  every  sit- 
uation. If  the  conditions  are  bad 
enough,  there  needs  to  be  the  option  of 
this  procedure,  as  hard  to  think  of  as  it 
is.  Sometimes  I  think  when  I  hear  folks 
talking  about  this — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  need  to  sum 

up. 

STEPHENSON:— they  would  prefer 
to  have  two  deaths  instead  of  one. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  let  me 
just  be  clear.  What's  before  us  now  is 
the  amendment  which  is  adding  these 
words,  sometimes  called  and  health.  So 
that's  what's  before  us.  Over  here.  Yes, 
not  you,  not  you  in  front,  behind  you 
back  here.  Mike  7. 

STEVE  FURR  (Alabama-West 
Florida):  Thank  you.  Bishop  Talbert.  I'd 
rise  to  speak  against  the  amendment. 
Although  this  sounds  very  good,  they 
say  we  don't  have  the  medical  knowl- 
edge to  make  this  decision.  This  is  a 
statement  from  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Are  you  on  the 
amendment,  sir? 

FURR:  Yes,  speaking  against  it. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  This  is  the,  what 
is  sometimes  called  an  [unintelligible] 
adding  those  words. 

FURR:  Correct. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

FURR:  The  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation says,  "According  to  the  scien- 
tific literature  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  identified  situation  in  which  in- 
tact dilatation  extraction  is  the  only  ap- 
propriate procedure  to  induce  abortion 
and  ethical  concerns  have  been  raised. 
The  Christian  American  Dental  Society 
makes  the  same  statement.  There  are  al- 
ways other  options.  We're  talking 
about  late  second  and  third  trimester 
pregnancies,  which  can  also  be  deliv- 
ered vaginally  and  also  by  cesarean. 
This  situation  in  this  procedure  is 
where  the  intra-cranial  contents  of  the 
baby  are  evacuated.  There's  no  indica- 
tion, medical  indicahon,  where  that  is 
ever  necessary.  This  is  just  a  gaping 
hole  to  allow  a  procedure  that  should 
not  go  on  in  a  humane  society.  It's  not 
about    abortion;    it    doesn't    matter 


whether  you're  pro-abortion  or 
anti-abortion,  pro-life  or  pro-choice. 
This  is  about  a  procedure  that  should 
not  go  on  in  a  humane  society.  I  ask  that 
you  vote  against  this  amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  I  recog- 
nize the  woman  right  here.  Are  you  for 
or  against  the  amendment  to  the  re- 
port? And  let  me  know.  All  right.  Mike 
3. 

MARLA  FORD  (Nebraska):  I'm 
against  the  amendment. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  We've  had  two 
already.  I'm  sorry.  Is  this  it?  All  right, 
I'm  sorry.  E.  O,  you're  it.  Go  ahead.  One 
more.  OK. 

FORD:  I  agree  with  what  was  just  said 
that  the  partial  birth  abortion,  accord- 
ing to  the  medical  community,  is  not 
necessary  at  any  time  for  the  health  of 
the  mother.  Also,  I  would  question  the 
word  health  and  what  your  definition  of 
health  is.  Part  of  what  is  happening  to- 
day with  as  far  as  health  is,  we're  add- 
ing and  thinking  about  the  emotional 
well-being  of  the  mother  at  that  time. 
Anytime  any  mother  would  be  going 
through  this  type  of  a  decision,  she  is 
going  to  be  rather  emotional  about  it. 
Just  because  she  is  considering  what 
her  options  are  as  far  as  being  able  to 
have  a  life  that,  you  know,  she  wants  to 
as  far  as  the  health  of  the  mother — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Sum  it  up. 

FORD: — we  need  to  think  about  what 
health  actually  means,  and  the  emo- 
tional part  of  a  woman  at  that  particular 
time  should  not  be  taking  into  consider- 
ation a  partial  birth  abortion.  So  con- 
sider what  health  means  today;  it's  just 
not  the  physical  well-being  of  a  woman. 
Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  we 
have  two  and  two,  so  we  need  to  now 
hear  from  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Point,  what's  the 
point  of  order?  (Pause)  No.  3. 

DAVID  BAKER  (Western  North 
Carolina):  I'm  not  sure  I  understand  the 
intent  of  the  Minority  Report.  By  defini- 
tion, a  woman  whose  life  is  in  danger, 
her  health  is  in  danger. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  sir, 
you're  out  of  order.  This  is  debate. 
You're  out  of  order. 

BAKER:  May  I  ask  a  question? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Ask  your  ques- 
tion. 

BAKER:  Would  you  please  explain 
your  rationale?  A  woman,  whose  life  is 
in  danger,  by  definition,  her  health  is  in 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  1 1 


2465 


clanger.  Do  you  mean  a  mother's  life  or 
health?  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

DYCK:  The  wording  is,  "and  health." 
And  the  understanding  is  that,  in  terms 
of  health,  it  could  be  even  the  health  of  a 
woman  to  be  able  to  conceive  and  bring 
to  full  term  in  the  future.  I  want  to  re- 
mind you  that  we  are  adding  those 
words  with  theconditions  of  the  Major- 
ity Rejx)rt,  which  mean  that  in  the  case 
of  severe  fetal  anomalies  incompatible 
with  life.  And  so  this  would  mean  that 
it  would  potentially  be  a  pregnancy 
where  perhap>s  there  was  no  brain  or 
heart  and  death  was  inevitable.  And  so, 
the  health  of  the  mother  may  mean,  not 
life  and  death  for  her,  but  maybe  even 
the  possibility  of  pregnancy  to  full  term 
in  the  future. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Any 
word  from  the  chair? 

HAYES:  We  just  simply  urge  you  to 
defeat  the  amendment  and  concur  with 
the  majority,  who  voted  concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  before  us.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  {Pause)  All  right,  the 
amendment  is  defeated,  [Yes,  396;  No, 
4891.  The  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee is  before  us.  All  right,  back  here. 
That's  right.  Mike  6. 

Partial  Birth  Abortion  Referal  to  GBCS 
Defeated 

BETH  CAPEN  (New  York):  Bishop,  I 
would  move  to  refer  the  amendment  of 
the  Discipline  to  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You're  moving 
to  refer  this  action  to  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  Is  that  seconded? 
All  right.  It's  seconded.  That's  what's 
before  us  now,  the  motion  of  reference. 
Anyone  wanting  to  speak  to  that?  If  you 
would  refer  this  matter  to  the  General 
Board  of.  yes?  Mike  8. 

KERMIT  BRASWELL  (North 
Carolina);  I  would  urge  us  to  defeat  that 
because  1  believe  that  we,  as  a  collective 
body,  have  the  judgment  and  under- 
standing to  make  a  decision  on  what  is 
right,  and  we  do  not  need  to  refer  this  to 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  that's  a 
motion  against.  Anyone  else?  Yes,  back 
here.  A  speech  against,  I  mean.  Mike  5. 

FRANK  DORSEY  (Kansas  East):  I  be- 
lieve that  the  statements  made  do  not 
understand  the  meaning  of  health 


BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this  is 
on  the  motion  of  reference? 

OORSEY:  Yes,  it  is.  I'm  for  the  motion 
of  reference. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

DORSEY:  And  I  do  that  because  of  the 
inability  to  understand  health  in  a  ho- 
listic way,  and  as  I  understand  some  of 
this  procedure,  it  is  necessary  in  some 
cases.  As  a  pastor,  I  have  gone  through 
that  with  family  in  some  of  the  most 
painful  thing  I've  ever  gone  through. 
And  a  very  noted  obstetrician  said  that 
in  this  case  it  was  necessary  and  we 
have  continued  to  deal  with  that.  So,  I 
have  to  stand  for  reference. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  the  ref- 
erence is  before  us.  Mike  4. 

WARREN  LATHEM  (North  Geor- 
gia): I'd  like  to  speak  against  the  refer- 
ence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

LATHEM:  I  would  rather  trust  this 
body  to  make  this  decision  than  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  (Lflu^/i/er) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Any- 
one else?  All  right,  let's  vote  when  the 
light  apf>ears.  If  you  want  to  reference, 
vote  yes.  If  you  do  not,  vote  no.  (Pause) 
You  do  not  refer  it.  [Yes,  197;  No,  613] 
What  is  before  us  now  is  tfiis  item.  Any- 
thing further?  All  right,  yes.  Mike  2. 

NANCY  DENARDO  (Western  Penn- 
sylvania): Thank  you.  Bishop.  As  a  reg- 
istered nurse,  I  would  say  that  we  do 
not  know  enough  about  severe  fetal 
anomalies  incompatible  with  life  at  the 
time  of  birth.  And  given  the  advance- 
ments in  technology  that  have  saved  in- 
fants that  they  never  thought  would 
survive,  1  would  say  that  we  are  going 
to  be  in  trouble  if  we  approve  this,  be- 
cause my  God  is  still  a  God  of  miracles. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  I  can 
only  take  one  more  for  it.  Is  there  some- 
one for  this?  Is  that  you,  back  there?  All 
right. 

DAVID  CRANE  (South  Indiana): 
Thank  you.  Bishop.  1  rise  to  speak  for 
this,  to  concur  with  the  committee  re- 
port. You  know,  we  need  not  be  naive 
about  the  purpose  of  this,  and  the  main 
driving  purpose  behind  this  type  of 
abortion.  Even  though  there  are  ex- 
treme cases  where  it  might  be  the  only 
way  to  save  a  mother's  life,  the  proce- 
dure could  a  Iso  be  done  in  another  way. 
These  cases  extreme  cases  are  very  few 
and  far  apart.  They  pale  in  comparison 
with  the  facts  supporting  the  notion 
that  this  procedure  is  done  basically 


and  primarily  for  financial  reasons. 
One  of  the  main  driving  forces  behind 
partial  birth  abortions  is  the  harvesting 
of  body  parts  for  research  and  trans- 
plantation. That's  right,  harvesting  of 
body  parts.  They're  using  these  babies 
in  lieu  of  guinea  pigs  and  mice.  I've 
heard  that  parts  such  as  the  spinal  cords 
and  hearts,  and  so  forth,  sell  for  several 
thousand  dollars  on  the  market.  There 
are  reported  cases  of  abortion  clinics . . . 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  need  to  sum 
up,  sir. 

CRANE:  Yes,  sir.  There  are  reported 
cases  of  abortion  clinics  encouraging 
and  paying  young  mothers,  or  young 
women,  to  carry  their  babies  to  late 
term,  so  the  body  parts  will  be  more 
mature,  and  worth  more  on  the  market. 
I  urge  you  to  support  this  committee 
recommendation. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Thaf  s 
all  I  can  take  now.  All  that  is  before  us  is 
(laughter) . . .  that  is  true.  All  right. 

HAYES:  We  urge  you  also  to  support 
the  recommendation  of  the  majority  of 
this  committee. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  the  rec- 
ommendation is  before  you.  Vote  when 
the  light  appears.  (Pause)  All  right, 
you've  supported  the  committee  and 
sustained  its  report,  lYes,  622;  No,  275]. 
Next. 

Petition  to  Address  Suicide  in  Discipline 

HAYES:  We  ask  you  to  turn  now  to  p. 
2092  of  your  DCA.  It  is  found  on  p.  504 
of  the  ADCA.  p.  2092,  p.  504  of  the 
ADCA.  It  is  Calendar  Item  1180,  Peti- 
tion 30550.  It  was  placed  on  the  Consent 
Calendar  in  error  and  then  removed 
and  it  is  a  petition  that  we  must  address 
at  this  time  and  the  subject  is  suicide.  At 
this  particular  time  our  Book  of  Disci- 
pline has  no  provision  in  it  dealing  with 
suicide.  And  this  particular  petition 
would  add  a  section  beginning  after 
65L,  making  it  65M,  that  deals  compas- 
sionately as  possible  with  suicide.  The 
committee  attempted  to  take  a  very  se- 
rious and  emotional  subject  and  treat  it 
with  some  measure  of  dignity  and  in- 
tegrity and  respect.  And  there  you  see 
the  committee  recommends  concur- 
rence with  this  particular  petition  and 
has  the  amended  sentences  contained. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  nght  This 
matter  is  before  us.  All  right,  vote  when 
the  hght  appears.  All  right.  You  have 
sustained  the  committee's  recommen- 
dation. /y<rs,  776;  No.  89],  no.  Next. 


2466 


May  13,  2000 


HAYES:  I  would  now  ask  you  to  turn 
to  p.  1181  in  your  Daily  Christian  Advo- 
cate; 1181.  I  mean  Calendar  Item  1181 
found  on  p.  2133.  I'm  sorry,  2133.  Page 
520  of  the  ADCA,  p.  2133  of  the  DCA.  It 
is  Calendar  Item  1181  and  this  particu- 
lar petition  was  31606  handed  out  in  a 
legislative  sub-committee  and  I  would 
like  to  bring  Greg  Stover,  who  was  the 
chair  of  that  sub-committee,  to  take  us 
through  this  particular  petition.  There 
is  a  minority  report. 

Rationale  for  Mission 

GREG  STOVER  (West  Ohio):  Bishop 
and  members  of  the  conference,  you 
can  see  the  majority  report  with  the  pe- 
tition and  the  language  that  it  adds  to 
the  section  on  our  rationale  for  mission, 
in  Section  200  of  the  Discipline.  There 
has  been  considerable  discussion  in  our 
section,  subsection  section  and  since 
then  about  this  petition.  And  we  be- 
lieve that  we  have  worked  out  a  way  as 
we've  talked  about  principle  people  in- 
volved to  come  to  a  compromise  be- 
tween the  majority  and  the  minority 
report  and  that  that  will  save  us  time. 
And  I'll  allow  Linda  Campbell  Mar- 
shall, who  is  presenting  the  minority  re- 
port, to  say  more  about  that  to  you. 

LINDA  CAMPBELL  MARSHALL: 
Bishop,  by  common  consent  we  believe 
it  is  possible  to  save  ourselves  some 
time  this  evening.  A  modification 
which  Bill  Hinson  is  ready  to  present  if 
the  body  will  allow. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Let's 
try  it.  All  right,  mike  1 . 

BILL  HINSON  (Texas):  I  propose  as 
we  said  by  common  consent  these 
words  as  a  substitute  for  majority  and 
minority  reports.  The  UMC  affirms  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  the  Sav- 
ior of  the  world  and  the  Lord  of  all.  We 
respect  persons  of  all  religious  faiths 
and  we  defend  religious  freedom  for  all 
persons.  If  I  have  a  second,  I'll  say  just  a 
word. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  I'm  go- 
ing to  let  you  treat  this  then  as  a  substi- 
tute for  both  of  these.  Is  that  agreed? 

HINSON:  Yes,  sir 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

HINSON:  All  of  us  felt  that  this  took 
away  the  redundancy  of  the  original 
petitioner  and  said  these  words  suc- 
cinctly, simply,  and  clearly  and  we  be- 
lieve we  can  all  affirm  it. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  This  is 
before  us.  Any  discussion?  Far  rear, 
over  here.  Number  8. 


PORTER  WOMELDORFF  (Illinois 
Great  Rivers):  I'm  a  little  bit  confused. 
Bishop.  Does  this  eliminate  the  phrase 
"the  mission  of  the  church  is  to  make 
disciples"? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Can 
you  tell  us  where  this  would  be  inserted 
and  what  would  be  taken  out?  Number 
1,  mike  1. 

HINSON:  This  would  be  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  paragraph.  It  would  not  take 
out  any  words.  It  would  precede,  com- 
ing, fitting  there  under  the  rationale  for 
missions. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  And,  in  other 
words,  before  it  says  "the  mission  of  the 
church,"  it  would  go,  would  it  go  at 
some  point  in  that  paragraph? 

HINSON:  You  have  the  book  there, 
Linda,  help  me. 
MARSHALL:  I  can  clarify  that. 
BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

MARSHALL:  The  text  says,  it  pres- 
ently reads,  begins,  'The  mission  of  the 
church  is  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  by  proclaiming  the  good  news  of 
God's  grace."  That  would  remain  down 
through  the  phrase,  "the  vision  Scrip- 
ture holds  before  us."  Then  would 
come  the  sentence,  "The  United  Meth- 
odist Church  affirms..'.'  that  Mr. 
Hinson  has  brought  to  us. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  So  you  would  be 
substituting  his  words  for  this  bold 
type  here?  Is  that  right? 

MARSHALL:  Yes.  We  would,  we 
would  simply  delete  some  sections,  the 
paragraph  would  run  as  it  is  down 
through  "Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Savior  of  the  world."  And  then  the  next 
section. 

HINSON:  And  the  Lord  of  all 

MARSHALL:  I'm  sorry? 

HINSON:  And  the  Lord  of  all.  The 
Son  of  God... 

MARSHALL:  And  the  lower  part 
would  be  retained  also.  We  respect 
when  it  comes  to  that  first  paragraph — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  And  so  you're 
only  striking  the  words  "one  and  only." 
MARSHALL:  Yes,  that's  correct. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Good. 
Okay.  All  right.  Are  we  clear?  All  right. 

MARSHALL:  In  that  paragraph, 
that's  correct. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  I  recog- 
nize the  woman  right  here,  Phyllis. 
Mike  4. 


PHYLLIS  FERGUSON  (Pacific 
Northwest):  I  hope  you  don't  think  I'm 
being  facetious,  but  I  want  to  know 
what  this  church  thinks  about  people 
who  do  not  believe  in  Jesus  Christ. 
There  are  Muslims  and  there  are  Bud- 
dhists and  there  are  other  religions. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  I  take 
that  as  a  speech  against.  All  right,  right 
here,  sir. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Mike  4 

GARY  EXMAN  (West  Ohio):  Thank 
God  you're  all  beginning  to  talk  about 
the  things  that  I  want  to  talk  about.  This 
is  what  we  need  to  support.  God  wants 
us  to  win  the  world  to  Christ  but  we 
need  to  be  careful.  The  greatest  Meth- 
odist of  the  20""  century,  in  my  opinion, 
was  E.  Stanley  Jones.  He  traveled  all 
over  the  world.  He  worked  with  Mus- 
lim, Hindu.  He  worked  with  Jews  and 
he  had  a  wonderful  way  about  himself 
that  even  Mahatma  Gandhi  challenged 
him  and  he  challenged  Gandhi;  they 
worked  together.  In  my  own  church, 
there  are  families  that  are  part  Muslim; 
there  are  families  that  are  part  Jewish. 
They  respect  me  for  telling  them  what  I 
believe  the  truth  is  and  I  listen  to  them 
and  they  wouldn't  respect  me  if  I  didn't 
tell  them  what  the  Bible  says.  We  need 
to  challenge  people  in  a  loving  way 
about  Jesus  Christ. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  have  one  for 
and  one  against.  I  recognize  the  gentle- 
men ....  Not  you  sir;  the  one  behind 
you.  You  are  right,  the  .. . .  Mike  8. 

PAUL  CHITNIS  (North  Carolina): 
This  is  true,  where  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
only  Lord  and  Savior,  that  very  issue 
for  which  almost  104  years  ago,  a 
Hindu  family  of  mine  converted  to 
Christianity.  We  had  many,  many 
gods.  Finally,  we  found  one  true  God. 
What  I  am  saying  is  I  was  in  India  for  33 
years,  and  worked  in  every  home  (inau- 
dible). I  met  Hindu,  Muslim  and  all 
other  religious  people  and  I  was  able  to 
share  my  faith  and  nobody  objected 
about  it.  We  have  to  be  truthful  in  our 
basic  belief.  Thank  you,  sir. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Are  you  for  this 
amendment  or — for  the  Hinson  motion 
or  against  it? 

CHITNIS:  I'm  against  it. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You're  against  it; 
all  right.  I  can  only  take  one  for.  All 
right.  Mike  7. 

PHILIP  WOGAMAN  (BalHmore- 
Washington):  The  Bishop  and  friends 
of  the  conference,  on  the  rare  occasions 
when  Dr.  Hinson  and  I  are  in  total 
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agreement,    the   General    Conference 
wants  to  seize  that  moment. 

(Laughter) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  remind  you  of 
your  own  rules. 

WCXiAMAN:  I  don't  think  there's  a 
person  in  the  Faith  and  Order  Commit- 
tee who  disagrees  with  the  centrality  of 
Christ  and  the  importance  of  Christ. 
My  own  feeling  about  the  use  of  the 
"only"  language  in  this  part  of  our  Dis- 
cipline is  that  the  statements  that  go  into 
the  meaning  of  Christ  are  better  placed 
in  the  theological  section,  and  when 
placed  in  the  language  of  exclusivism 
in  our  statement  of  mission,  I'm  afraid 
the  focus  turns  from  Christ  to  the  word 
"only."  And  1  just  as  soon  not  to  have  to 
explain  the  word  "only"  when  I'd 
rather  witness  to  the  word  "Christ."  For 
Christ  is  the  center  of  our  faith.  Thank 
you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this  is 
before  us.  Any  other  word  from  the 
committee?  If  you're  suppjorting  this 
you  were  ready  for  this  compromise. 
All  right,  the  substitute  is  before  us. 
Nothing  but — We're  ready  now  to 
vote.  I've  taken  all  I  can  take.  (Laughter) 
Let's  go. 

(Laughter,  applause) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  What,  you  have  a 
question  or  something?  All  right,  let's 
hear  it.  Six,  mike  6. 

ED  KAIL  (Iowa):  Thank  you,  sir.  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Local  Church  Legisla- 
tive Committee  who  worked  on  these 
paragraphs  and  we  are  rearranged 
some  of  the  material  in  these  sectiorw. 
My  question  is,  what  happens  to  that 
work  if  that  petition  is  passed? 

BISHOP  ALBERT:  I  understand  that 
what  we  have  before  us  is  a  substitute 
for  the  material  that  was  in  this  bowl 
tight.  And  that  what's  before. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  May  I 
clarify  that  matter? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Sure. 

SCOTT  L.  JONES;  At  the  last  General 
Conference  the  mission  statement  was 
passed  by  the  local  church  to  be  in  para- 
graph 100.  Through  the  editorial  pro- 
cess it  was  placed  in  paragraph  200.  The 
action  of  the  Local  Church  Committee 
that  is  passed  on  the  Consent  Calendar 
restores  the  whole  mission  statement 
intact  to  that  place.  It's  my  understand- 
ing that  what  we're  doing  now  doesn't 
effect  that  but  simply  adds  language  to 
the  mission  statement  as  it  has  been 


moved  to  paragraph  100  and  1  trust  the 
editorial  committee  will  be  guided  by 
this  statement  as  they  do  their  work. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  is  that 
clear?  We  are  at  the  point  of  voting 
now.  If  you  have  any  questions  or  any- 
thing, that's  all.  Mike  8. 

CHARLES  BOAYUE  (Detroit): 
Bishop,  just  a  point  of  clarification.  I  be- 
lieve the  substitute  we  are  about  to  vote 
on  is  a  replacement  of  the  entire  bold 
printing  and  not  just  the  first  paragraph 
of  it.  Could  you  clarify  that  for  us? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  My  understand- 
ing is,  the  substitute  includes  most  of 
the  bold  print  and  it  only  deleted  "one 
and  only"  and  then  it  made  an  addition. 

BOAYUE:  Because  it  speaks.  Bishop, 
to  religious  freedom,  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  the  second  part.  So  let's  get  some 
clarification  on  that  before  we  take  a 
vote. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Can  the  secretary 
read  to  us  what  the  Hinson  substitute 
is?  We  don't  have  it  yet? 

LINDA  CAMPBELL-MARSHALL 
(New  England):!  could  do  that. 

CAMPBELL-MARSHALL:  All  right, 
you  don't  have  it  yet?  All  right — you 
can  do  that? 

Let  me  read  the  entire  revision.  The 
paragraph  would  read,  "The  mission  of 
the  church  is  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  by  proclaiming  the  good  news  of 
grace,"  etc.,  down  through  "the  vision 
scripture  holds  before  us,"  all  the  same 
in  between  there.  'The  UMC  affirms 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Savior  of  the  world,  and  the  Lord  of 
all."  New  paragraph:  "We  respect  the 
persons  of  all  religious  faiths.  We  de- 
fend and  affirm  the  right  of  religious 
freedom." 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  that's 
before  us.  Vote  when  the  light  appears 
[Yes.  752;  No,  145].  All  right,  the  substi- 
tute has  prevailed.  It  is  now  the  main 
motion.  If  you  voted  as  the  main  mo- 
tion, vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
have  confirmed  that,  that's  the  main 
motion.  [Yes,  795;  No.  72].  Next  item. 

STOVER:  Bishop,  the  members  of  the 
conference,  I  would  invite  you  to  re- 
main on  DCA  p.  2133  and  just  look  to 
the  next  column  to  Calendar  Item  1 182. 
You  would  find  this  material  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA,  p.  535,  Petition  30665.  This 
particular  resolution  came  to  us  prior  to 
the  work  which  we  have  just  accom- 
plished and  we  did  not  have  time  as  a 
committee  to  go  back  and  redo  this 
work,  however — and  you  will  note  that 


there  is  a  minonty  report — however,  in 
conversation  with  folks  who  prepared 
the  minority  report,  we  are  in  agree- 
ment that  we  would  be  happy  just  to  let 
both  the  majority  and  the  minonty  re- 
port go  and  vote  nonconcurrence  with 
both.  Linda? 

CAMPBELL-MARSHALL:  In  the  in- 
terest of  time.  Bishop,  I  would  affirm 
that. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right  the  mo- 
tion is  nonconcurrence  on  both.  Is  that 
what  you're  saying? 

STOVER:  Yes. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you 

then,  as  recommendation  for  noncon- 
currence. Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
/ Yes,  824;  No,  54]  You  sustain  the  recom- 
mendation for  nonconcurrence  for  item 
1182. 

HAYES:  Our  vice  chair,  Scott  Jones 
will  take  us  through  the  next  two  or 
three. 

Military  Service 

JONES:  We're  making  progress,  /all; 
let's  keep  it  going.  I  call  your  attention 
to  page  1965,  Calendar  Item  354.  It  re- 
fers to  p.  513  in  the  Avanced  DCA.  The 
Petition  31649.  The  committee's  recom- 
mendation is  for  concurrence  as 
amended.  This  refers  to  paragraph  68G 
in  the  Social  Principles  of  the  section  ti- 
tled "Military  Service."  The  petition 
suggests  that  we  delete  the  first  sen- 
tence and  the  word  "therefore"  in  the 
second  sentence  of  the  existing  para- 
graph and  substitute  this  language.  The 
committee's  rationale  is  that  it's  more 
balanced  in  acknowledging  that,  while 
we  deplore  war,  we  recognize  that  it  is 
sometimes  necessary.  The  examples 
cited  are;  cases  of  unchecked  aggres- 
sion, tyranny  and  genocide.  We  urge 
your  concurrence  as  amended. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  it's  be- 
fore us.  I  recognize  the  person  with  the 
— "yes,  you"  -yellow  card.  Mike  8. 

TYSON  FERGUSON  (Detroit);  It's 
my  understanding  we  are  nearing  the 
order  of  the  day  if  we  are  not  already 
there.  Therefore,  I  would  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  suspend  the  date  on 
the  remaining  petitions  allowing  for 
chairpersons  to  provide  the  committee 
rationale  and  also  to  those  who  are  go- 
ing to  provide  the  minority  report  if 
there  is  one.  Then  allow  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  this  place  to  act  so  we  can  do  God's 
work  here  in  this  holy  place.  For  the  re- 
maining of  the  petitions  or  until  1 1  p.m. 
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BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  that's  a 
motion  for  suspending  the  rules.  If  you 
would  do  that,  vote  when  the  light  ap>- 
pears.  lYes,  695:  No,  168]  All  right,  the 
rules  have  been  suspended.  What 
you're  saying  is,  you're  suggesting  that 
we  continue  working  under  this  new 
rule  until  no  later  than  11. 

FERGUSON:  That  is  correct,  unless 
somebody  wants  to  move  for  later. 

BISHOP  TALBERT  All  right,  let's  go 
on  to  that.  Chair. 

JONES:  Do  we  vote  [audio  not  tran- 
scribed] petition.  Bishop? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  That's  what  it 
says. 

JONES:  OK. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  This  petition  is 
before  us.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
(Pause)  You've  supported  concurrence 
with  this  petition.  [Yes,  767,  No,  90] 

JONES:  Same  p.  1965,  the  next  Peti- 
tion is  355.  ADC  A  is  p.  1516,  Petition  is 
31684.  The  committee's  recommenda- 
tion is  for  concurrence  as  amended; 
This  adds  the  word  "usual"  to  the  first 
sentence.  In  paragraph  69C,  it  is  con- 
current with  what  we — the  action  we 
just  spoke. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  {Pause) 
You  have  sustained  the  committee. 
[Yes,  783:  No,  79] 

Support  of  Religious  Freedom 
Through  Separation  of  Church  and  State 

JONES:  Thank  you.  Bishop,  p.  2091, 
Calendar  Item  1178— it  refers  to  p.  514 
in  the  ADCA,  Petition  31677.  If  I'm 
moving  too  fast,  I'll  repeat  just  the  page 
and  calendar— that's  p.  2091, 1178  is  the 
Calendar  Item.  We  recommend  concur- 
rence as  amended.  It  refers  to  para- 
graph 68D  in  the  Social  Principles,  by 
adding  these  words  to  the  subpara- 
graph on  education.  The  rationale  for 
this  is  that  it  is  in  support  of  religious 
freedom  as  allowed  by  the  constitu- 
tional separation  of  church'bnd  state. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  us. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  {Pause) 
You've  sustained  the  committee,  [Yes, 
736;  No,  132].  Next  Hem. 

MARY-ELIZABETH  MOORE  (Cali- 
fornia-Pacific): Secretary,  Faith  and  Or- 
der. 1  invite  you  to  turn  to  p.  2157, 
Calendar  Item  1375,  Advance  DCA,  533, 
Petition  30649.  The  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence.  This  is  a  resolution 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be 
in  ministry  to  all  persons.  The  purpose 


is  to  offer  an  invitation  in  the  Book  of  Res- 
olutions to  reach  out,  as  a  church,  with 
hospitality  and  compassion  to  all  per- 
sons, including  persons  of  all  sexual 
orientations.  The  comnuttee  recom- 
mends concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 
You  have  sustained  the  committee, 
[Yes,  83:  No,  54].  Next  item. 

JONES:  On  the  same  page— that's 
2157,  Calendar  Item  1377,  in  the 
right-hand  column.  It  refers  to  p.  520  in 
the  DCA,  Petition  30301.  The  commit- 
tee's recommendation  is  for  noncon- 
currence.  The  addition  of  words  to 
paragraph  117  on  inclusiveness — we 
believe  these  matters  are  cared  for  in 
other  places  of  the  Discipline. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  {Pause) 
You  have  supported  nonconcurrence 
for  1377.  [Yes,  730:  No,  140]  Next  item. 

"Doctrinal  Standards" 
Added  to  Social  Principles 

JONES:  The  next  petition  is  on  p. 
2239.  The  Calendar  Item  is  1543.  That's 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  in  the  middle 
column.  It  continues  on  in  the 
right-hand  column  in  the  middle  of  the 
page  there.  It  refers  to  p.  525  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA,  Petition  30899.  This  refers  to 
paragraph  304.1  on  qualifications  for 
ordination.  The  sentence  there  starts, 
"The  church  expects  persons  seeking 
ordination  to  . . ."  and  then  it  has  a  long 
list  of  items.  In  item  I,  it  would  be 
amended,  so  that  it  says  "be  account- 
able to  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
accept  its  doctrinal  standards  and  Disci- 
pline and  authority."  We're  adding  the 
words  "doctrinal  standards"  there;  the 
rationale  should  be  clear. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  us. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  (Pause) 
MOORE:  Remain  on  the  same  page, 
please. 

BISHOP  MELVIN  TALBERT:  All 
right,  it's  sustained.  [Yes,  733;  No,  139]. 
Next  item. 

MOORE:  On  the  same  p.  2239,  Calen- 
dar Item  1544,  Advance  DCA,  1816,  Peti- 
tion 30165.  The  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence.  The  pri- 
mary rationale  given  was  that  some  le- 
gal restrictions  need  to  be  placed  on 
holy  unions.  This  was  passed  with  non- 
concurrence  in  committee  before  the 
action  of  this  body  yesterday  to  move 
the  holy  unions  legislation  into  para- 
graph 332  of  the  Discipline.  For  this  we 


have   a   minority   ref>ort   and   Gayle 
Murphy-Ceiss  is  presenting  that. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  your 
recommendation  is  nonconcurrence, 
right? 

MOORE:  The  committee's  recom- 
mendation is  nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  lefs 
hear  the  minority  report. 

MURPHY-GEISS:  The  minority  re- 
port simply  adds  words  to  affirm  that 
the  Social  Principles  are  principles 
rather  than  law.  The  rationale  was  that 
historically  the  Social  Principles  have 
been  a  teaching  document.  And  due  to 
the  inclusion  of  the  same  sex-uiuon 
prohibition,  they  began  to  be  treated 
like  law.  Our  entire  subconunittee,  peo- 
ple on  all  sides  of  this  issue,  actually 
agreed  to  this  statement  in  philosophy, 
but  it  came  as  a  minority  report,  be- 
cause they  wanted  to  wait  and  make 
sure  it  got  moved  into  the  paragraph  in 
the  330's  on  ministry.  So  now  that  it  is 
there,  I  urge  you  to  preserve  the  Social 
Principles  as  a  teaching  document  and 
support  the  minority  report. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  By  your 
rules,  you're  to  perfect  the  majority  re- 
port. Since  they  are  reconnmending 
nonconcurrence,  I'm  assuming  there's 
nothing  to  perfect.  So,  we  now  p>erfect 
the  majority  report.  And  by  your  rules, 
you've  said  that  the  only  perfection  you 
want  now  is  to  vote.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears. 

UNIDENTIFIED  SPEAKER:  Tell 
them  what  they're  voting  on. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  What  you're  vot- 
ing on  is  the  nunority  report.  You  un- 
derstand? So,  that's  what  we  are  to 
perfect.  And  by  your  rules,  you  said  the 
only  perfection  that  you  want  to  do  is 
vote.  So  you  now  have  to  vote  on  the 
minority  report.  It's  before  you.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  (Pause)  [Yes, 
467;  No,  435]  All  right,  the  minority  re- 
port prevails,  it  is  now  before  you  as  the 
.  .  .  and  what  you  need  to  do  now  is 
make  this  the  main  motion,  which 
means  that  you  are  concurring  with  this 
change.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 

The  Ministry  of  All  Persons 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  this  is . . 
.  the  minority  report  passed.  [Yes,  528; 
No,  356].  You  made  it  the  main  motion 
and  so  this  addition  has  been  made  to 
the  Social  Principles.  Next  item. 

JONES:  I  call  your  attention  to  p.  2092. 
The  Calendar  Item  is  1179,  the  upper 
left-hand  corner.  It  refers  to  p.  517  in  the 
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Advance  DCA.  Petition  30875.  The  com- 
mittee's recommendation  is  for  concur- 
rence as  amended.  The  petition  as  it 
originally  came  to  us,  with  "amend 
paragraph  103,"  in  the  section  titled, 
"The  ministry  of  all  Christians,"  in  the 
third  paragraph  of  103, —  it  would  de- 
lete the  sentence.  We  are  restoring  part 
of  that  by  saying,  "We  call  all  persons 
into  discipleship"  and  then  deleting  the 
words  "and  for  the  reconciliation  of  all 
things,"  which  were  in  the  petition.  So, 
our  amended  item  here  would  retain 
the  sentence.  "We  call  persons  into  dis- 
cipleship," add  the  word  all,  and  then 
add  the  words,  "under  the  Lordship  of 
Jesus  Christ."  Our  rationale  is,  that  is 
better  wording  than  the  proposal  in  the 
petition. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore you.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You  have  sustained  the  committee, 
[Yes,  753;  No,  101}.  Next  item. 

MOORE :  The  next  two  items  have  the 
same  rationale  and  are  on  the  same 
page.  Please  turn  to  p.  2074.  Calendar 
Item  987,  in  your  Advance  DCA.  One  of 
these  items  is  on  p.  1279,  Petition  30035. 
As  you  can  see  from  the  DCA,  this  is  a 
long  list  of  petitions  and  they  deal  with 
slightly  different  subjects.  AH  of  them 
were  voted  nonconcurrence  by  the 
committee.  They  were  taken  off  the 
consent  calendar  by  a  member  of  this 
body.  The  committee  itself  voted  non- 
concurrence  because  of  actions  taken  in 
committee  regarding  the  critical  issues 
that  we  handled  yesterday  in  this  body. 
These  issues  dealt  mostly  with  holy  un- 
ions and  ministry  with  gay,  lesbian  and 
ex-gay  persons.  You  voted  on  these  po- 
sitions yesterday,  the  committee  rec- 
ommends nonconcurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you, 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  sus- 
tain the  committee's  recommendation 
of  nonconcurrence  for  this  item  987. 
IYes,788:No.91} 

MOORE:  The  second  item  on  the 
same  page,  2074,  is  Calendar  Item  991, 
and  the  rationale  is  the  same.  I  would 
like  to  add,  however,  that  our  commit- 
tee was  as  deeply  divided  as  this  body. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  it  is  be- 
fore you.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You  sustained  the  committee's  recom- 
mendation of  nonconcurrence  for  item 
991.fY«,  723;No,  130/ 

MOORE:  Please  turn  to  p.  1905,  Cal- 
endar Item  277,  in  your  advance  DCA. 
The  page  is  1286,  the  Petition  is  31936. 
This  one  requires  a  small  explanation 
because  thi   was  an  early  action  on  the 


part  of  the  committee.  The  petition  re- 
quest the  change  of  the  word  "youth"  to 
"young  people."  When  the  committee 
voted  on  this,  the  rationale  given  for 
nonconcurrence  was  that  it  was  not  a 
necessary  change.  In  the  mean  time  the 
committee  had  discussions  and  recog- 
nized that  it  was  an  effort  towards  some 
kind  of  consistency  in  the  Discipline  that 
was  at  stake  here.  Therefore,  on  later 
petitions  on  other  paragraphs,  the  com- 
mittee did  sustain  these  changes  of 
youth  to  young  people.  I  share  this  with 
you  in  the  spirit  of  honesty.  This  peti- 
tion is  yours  now,  and  you  can  decide 
rather  to  uphold  the  decision  of  the 
committee  for  nonconcurrence  or  oth- 
erwise. Was  that  sufficiently  clear? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Let's  get  clarity 
around  this  one.  We  may  be  talking 
about  some  actions  that  you've  taken 
previously,  is  that  what  you're  talking 
about? 

MOORE:  No,  I'm  sorry  Bishop,  I  was 
trying  to  say  it  quickly,  but  let  me — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  1  think  you  better 
state  it  so  that — go  ahead,  say  it  again. 

Rights  of  Persons  with  Disabilities 

MOORE:  The  Petition  is  31936,  the 
name  of  the  petition  is  "IJights  of  per- 
sons with  disabilities."  The  committee 
recommends  nonconcurrence.  The  ex- 
planation that  1  gave  was  to  explain  that 
many  petitions  have  come  before  this 
body  already  requesting  the  same 
change  in  many  other  paragraphs  of  the 
Discipline.  Our  committee  acted  on  this 
particular  petition  very  early  and  rec- 
ommended nonconcurrence  on  the  ba- 
sis that  this  change  was  not  necessary. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Does  this  im- 
pact— decision  has  been  made? 

MOORE:  This — the  particular  change 
is  a  word  change  from  "youth"  to 
"young  people."  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  rest  of  the  content  of  that  para- 
graph, regarding  rights  of  persons  with 
disabilities. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  any 
questions  for  clarifications — because 
we  can't  debate  it.  You  have  decided 
you're  going  to  vote  it  up  or  down.  You 
clear  on  it?  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You  sustain  the  committee  of  noncon- 
currence, [Yes,  611;  No,  222}. 

MOORE:  Sorry  for  the  confusion. 
These  consistency  matters  become 
most  confusing.  Last  item.  Page  1905, 
the  same  page,  the  next  item  down.  Cal- 
endar Item  278,  Adivnce  DCA  1285.  Pe- 
tition      31935.        The       committee 


recommends  nonconcurrence  because 
the  opening  sentence  of  that  paragraph, 
which  recognizes  the  youth  orientation 
of  our  society,  is  giving  an  explanation 
for  why  elderly  people  often  feel  iso- 
lated. So  the  committee  voted  noncon- 
currence with  that  petition. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  you, 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  have 
sustained  the  committee's  recommen- 
dation on  item  278.  [Yes,  835;  No,  34} 
Next  item. 

HAYES:  Bishop,  this  concludes  a 
nearly  500  petitions  of  Faith  and  Order. 
I  want  to  thank  my  secretary  and  my 
vice  chair.  Thank  you.  Mppteusf)  Thank 
you.  Let's  be  in  order.  We  got  a  little 
more  to  do  yet.  Thank  you  very  much. 
Next  committee,  let's  move. 

TERRI  RAE  CHATTIN:  Bishop,  we 
have  five  petitions  to  bring  too.  We  es- 
p)ecially  want  to  get  in  front  of  you  the 
first  one  will  be  from  our  fH)liticaI  com- 
mittee. Gail  Ford  Smith  will  present 
that. 

GAIL  FORD  SMITH:  Page  2142,  Cal- 
endar Item  1265.  It's  on  p.  80  in  the 
ADCA,  Petition  30588.  Calendar  Item 
1265.  The  committee  recommends  con- 
currence with  the  amendment  in  order 
to  be  sensitive  to  our  sisters  and  broth- 
ers around  the  globe.  This  statement 
calls  us  as  United  Methodist  Christians 
to  reaffirm  our  commitment  to  not  tol- 
erate acts  against  f)ersons  because  of 
their  national  origin,  religion,  gender, 
age,  race,  or  sexual  orientation  inside  or 
outside  of  the  church. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  us. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  lYes,  833; 
No,  41]  You  sustained  the  committee  of 
concurrence  for  Item  1265.  Next  item. 

CHATTIN:  Page  2051,  Calendar  Item 

793. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  What  is  the  point 
of  order?  Mike  8. 

KEVIN  GOODWIN  (Peninsula-Dela- 
ware): As  the  one  who  pulled  this  off 
the  calendar,  wouldn't  I  be  the  commit- 
tee for  this  now,  and  not  the  committee 
of  the  conference? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  No. 

GOODWIN:  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT;  Let's  go.  Identify 
it  again. 

Women  and  Social  Security 

CHATTIN:  Page  2051,  Calendar  Item 
793,  in  the  Adivnce  DCA  p.  65,  Petition 
30581.  It's  "Women  and  Social  Secu- 
rity." We  voted  concurrence  on  this.  So- 
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cial  Security  is  not  only  for  retirement 
benefits,  but  also  disability  and  survi- 
vor benefits.  Women  earn  about  74% 
compared  to  men,  or  they're  out  of  the 
work  force — at  least  15% — compared 
to  men  because  of  being  caregivers.  We 
just  felt  that  this  was  important  because 
it  really  helps  older  women  not  be  at  the 
poverty  level,  this  Social  Security.  So 
we  moved  concurrence  with  this. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears  [Yes,  838; 
No,  35]  You've  sustained  the  commit- 
tee. 

Conference  Votes  Against  Privatization 
of  Prisons  and  Jails 

SMITH:  Page  2154,  Calendar  Item 
1354,  Petition  30589.  It's  found  on  p.  81 
in  the  ADCA.  Our  committee  felt  we 
needed  a  strong  statement  against  the 
privatization  of  prisons  and  jails,  which 
seems  in  direct  opposition  to  restor- 
ative justice.  I  encourage  you  to  vote 
concurrence  against  private  prisons. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  734; 
No,  142]  You've  sustained  the  commit- 
tee. 

Proposal  for  U.S.  Secretary  of  Peace 

CHATTIN:  Our  fourth  petition,  p. 
2056,  Calendar  Item  804,  p.  86  in  the  Ad- 
vance DCA,  Petition  30694,  "To  Enlarge 
the  U.S.  Presidential  Cabinet  to  Include 
a  Secretary  of  Peace."  The  committee 
moved  concurrence  unanimously. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  898; 
No,  238]  You've  sustained  concurrence 
from  the  committee  for  Item  804. 

Oppose  Privatization  of  Social  Security 

CHATTIN:  Our  final  one  is  on  p. 
2090.  This  is  Calendar  Item  1 1 59.  It's  on 
p.  45  in  the  Advance  DCA,  and  it's  Peti- 
tion 30124,  "Opposed  Privatization  of 
Social  Security."  The  committee  moved 
referral  to  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  735; 
No.  128]  You've  sustained  the  commit- 
tee of  reference. 

CHATTIN:  Bishop,  that  concludes 
the  work  of  Church  and  Society. 

(Applause) 
BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 


(Applause) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Before  the 
amendment  needs  to  be  [Unintelligi- 
ble] to  the  house,  we  got  a  couple  more 
minutes.  Can  we  do  something?  Let's 
try  it. 

CHRISTINE  KEELS:  Bishop,  we  have 
just  a  few  more  petitions  to  present.  I'd 
like  to  bring  now  Paul  Ervin,  who  will 
share  with  us  petition  from  p.  2089. 

International  Day  of  Prayer 
for  Persecuted  Christians 

PAUL  ERVIN:  Page  2089,  Calendar 
Item  161,  Advance  DCA — originally  in 
916.  It  was  actually  corrected  and  is  in 
1828,  the  correction.  This  is  in  concur- 
rence by  the  committee  to  support  an 
international  day  of  prayer  for  perse- 
cuted Christians.  The  committee  rec- 
ommends concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  It's  be- 
fore you.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
[Yes,  780;  No,  49]  You've  sustained  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee. 
Next  item. 

KEELS:  Bishop,  the  committee  began 
on,  I  guess  it  was  Saturday  when  we  be- 
gan our  reporting,  in  a  spirit  of  shared 
leadership.  We  continue  that  tonight  as 
we  bring  Arnold  Rhodes  and  John  Pe- 
terson to  present  from  p.  2093. 

JOHN  PETERSON:  I'd  like  to  call 
your  attention  to  Calendar  Item  1198  on 
p.  2093  of  the  DCA.  This  calendar  item 
deals  with  Petition  31281  on  p.  901  in 
the  Advance  DCA. 

To  Free  Political  Prisoners 

ARNOLD  RHODES:  This  particular 
petition  asks  us  to  reaffirm  the  resolu- 
tion that  is  found  in  the  Book  of  Resolu- 
tion on  p.  533,  entitled  'To  Free  the 
Political  Prisoners."  And  it  includes  a 
statement  in  the  amendment  in  regards 
to  the  efforts  needed  to  release  further 
prisoners,  Puerto  Rican  political  pris- 
oners. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  719; 
No,  143]  You've  sustained  concurrence 
on  Calendar  Item  1198.  Next  item. 
We're  at  11  o'clock.  What  do  you  want 
to  do?  All  right.  Mike  2. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Florida):  I 
believe,  according  to  my  calculations, 
we  have  only — how  many  more  do  you 
have?  Two?  She  has  one,  and  I  think  we 
have  two  from  Discipleship.  If  it  is  the 
will  of  the  body,  if  we  could  extend  it 


ten  minutes  or  so,  I  believe  we  could 
finish. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  If  you 
would  extend  this  ten  or  minutes  or  so, 
vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  747; 
No,  184]  All  right,  you've  done  that. 
Let's  do  it.  Go  ahead. 

KEELS:  Bishop,  in  the  spirit  of  shared 
leadership,  we  have  one  of  our  central 
conference  delegates  that  I'm  very  hon- 
ored to  be  presenting  the  next  petition 
on  p.  2061  with  Kalima  Mutombo,  and 
the  interpreters  are  ready  to  assist. 
Kahma? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Let's  go. 

KALIMA  MUTOMBO  (North-West 
Katanga):  [Through  an  interpreter]  On 
the  p.  2061  of  the  book  of  the  DCA  and 
the  Calendar  Item  846.  It's  on  the  p.  926 
in  our  DCy4  book.  Petition  30860.  The 
committee  worked  together  in  concur- 
rence, so  he's  going  to  let  the  sister  con- 
tinue. 

(Applause,  laughter) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

U.S./China  Relations 

KEELS:  And  the  sister  is  happy  to 
continue.  The  U.S.-China  political  rela- 
tions. The  committee,  as  you  heard, 
voted  concurrent  and  recommend  con- 
currence. This  petition  updates  and  af- 
firms the  present  resolution  on  p.  683  of 
the  Book  of  Resolution.  The  amendment 
seeks,  takes  into  consideration  the  enti- 
ties of  the  Republic  of  China,  the  people 
of  the  Republic  of  China  and  Taiwan. 
The  focus  of  this  resolution  is  to  resolve 
the  concerns  between  the  people  of 
these  two  entities.  I  should  note  for  you 
that  this  was  pulled  and  removed  from 
the  Consent  Calendar,  and  you'll  see 
that  action  on  p.  2161.  We  recommend 
concurrence.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  804; 
No,  54]  You've  sustained  the  commit- 
tee's recommendation  of  concurrence. 
Next  item. 

KEELS:  This  concludes  the  work  of 
the  Committee  of  Global  Ministries. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  MELVIN  TALBERT:  All 
right,  Financial  Administration,  I  be- 
lieve we  have.  Is  that  where  we  are? 


Definition  of  Property 

STAN  SAGER  (New  Mexico):  We 
have  three  petitions.  Bishop.  The  first 
one  is  on  p.  2156  of  the  DCA.  It  refers  to, 
I'm  sorry,  yes  on  2156  of  the  DCA.  Cal- 
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endar  Item  1369.  If  refers  to  p.  449.  The 
petition  actually  begins  on  the  top  of  p. 
450,  as  Petition  31188.  This  petition 
originated  with  the  legal  department  of 
GCFA  to  clarify  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "property"  to  include  not  only 
real  property,  but  tangible  and  intangi- 
ble personal  property.  The  committee 
has  voted  concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It  is  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  You  have 
sustained  the  committee  of  concur- 
rence lYes,  779;No,  631.  Next  item. 

SAGER;  On  the  same  p.  2156,  Petition 
No.,  Calendar  Item  1370.  It  refers  to 
page  463  in  the  Advance  DCA.  Petition 
31335.  This  is  a  petition  that  originated 
with  the  church  in  Marietta,  Georgia, 
which  went  through  considerable  strife 
and  difficulty.  As  a  result  they  submit- 
ted a  number  of  petitions,  all  of  which 
were  substantially  the  same.  We 
changed  the  title  and  amended  the  peti- 
tion that  they  submitted  in  order  to  do 
that  because  the  title  was  not  descrip- 
tive of  the  contents.  We  took  the  title  off 
of  one  of  the  earlier  ones.  This  simply 
urges  the  general  agencies  to  examine 
the  issue  of  reserves  and  surplus  which 
is  already  underway  in  the  agencies 
and  we  recommended  concurrence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears  [Yes,  818; 
No,  48].  You've  sustained  concurrence 
with  this  item.  Next  item. 

SAGER:  The  third  item  is  p.  1896  of 
your  DCA,  Calendar  Item  0196.  It  ap- 
pears in  p.  425  as  Petition  30479.  This 
somehow  was  removed  from  the  Con- 
sent Calendar.  It's  simply  changing  a 
word,  "committee,"  to  a  word,  "com- 
mission," in  reference  to  responsibili- 
ties with  which  in  the  annual 
conference  pertaining  to  the  conununi- 
cations  issues. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  vote,  recom- 
mend concurrence? 

SAGER:  We  recommended  concur- 
rence. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears  (Yes,  822; 
No,  32].  You've  sustained  concurrence. 

SAGER:  And  except  for  thanking  the 
hard-working  committee,  that  con- 
cludes the  work  of  Financial  Adminis- 
tration. 

(Applausei 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  let's  try 
the  next. 

HAROLD  BATISTE  (Southwest 
Texas):  Bishop  Talbert,  the  Independ- 


ent Commissions  Committee  has  only 
item.  The  house  secretary,  Margie 
Briggs,  will  make  that  presentation. 

Churches  and  Solidarity  with  Women 

MARGIE  BRIGGS  (Missouri  West): 
Take  a  deep  breath  and  turn  to  p.  2242 
of  the  DCA,  Calendar  Item  1562,  Peti- 
tion 30307,  and  from  the  Adivnce  DCA, 
p.  1381,  "Churches  and  Solidarity  with 
Women  —  From  Solidarity  to  Account- 
ability." And  the  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  on  the  pjetition. 
There  is  a  minority  report.  The  rationale 
for  our  concurrence  is,  this  petition  is  a 
resolution  that  draws  attention  to  the 
barriers  against  women's  participation 
in  our  churches  worldwide.  It  serves  as 
a  statement  of  recommitment  to  move 
from  being  in  solidarity  with  women  to 
action  and  accountability. 

DAVID  BANKS  (North  Carolina): 
Bishop,  there  is  a  minority  report.  Let 
me  quickly  summarize  the  minority  re- 
port for  you  and  then  Amanda  Peterson 
will  give  the  rationale.  There  are  seven 
places  where  we  would  change  the  doc- 
ument. Two  standardize  the  language. 
Two  of  those  reflect  the  language  of  the 
1996  Book  of  Resolutions  with  reference 
to  theology  including  the  addition  of 
the  contributions  being  in  accordance 
with  United  Methodist  doctrir\al  stan- 
dards. Two  redirect  the  efforts  of  the 
agencies  to  instruct  the  churches  in 
these  matters.  The  last  one  puts  the 
whole  matter  in  the  context  of  disciple- 
ship. 

AMANDA  PETERSON:  The  ratio- 
nale for  this  minority  report  was  when 
this  came  before  our  committee  last  Sat- 
urday, we  had  not  seen  copies  of  the 
U.N.  Convention  on  Elimination  of  All 
Forms  of  Discrimination  Against 
Women.  Nor  had  we  seen  any  docu- 
ments from  the  Women  In  Beijing  con- 
ference. Several  members  of  our 
conunittee  had  a  lot  of  trouble  voting 
for  this  because  of  this  reason.  And  also 
we  were  told  by  the  General  Commis- 
sion that  there  was  no  way  we  could  get 
it  by  the  end  of  the  conference.  I  am 
holding  in  my  hands  copies  of  both 
documents.  One  of  them,  the  Women  in 
Beijing,  being  157  pages  long.  I  have 
taken  the  time  within  the  last  week  to 
read  as  much  of  these  as  I  can  and  I  have 
a  lot  of  genuine  concern  for  these  two 
documents. 

Number  one,  in  neither  one  of  them  is 
religion  really  lifted  up.  It  seems  like 
the  focus  of  the  cause  to  eliminate  dis- 
crimination has  taken  first  step  to  our 


Christianity  and  our  beliefs  in  our  reli- 
gion Our  religion  has  taken  a  back  seat 
to  the  cause.  Our  minonty  repwrt  seeks 
to  only  lessen  the  effects  of  these  peti- 
tions in  the  extent  that  they  are  not  re- 
quired by  the  churches  to  follow.  In 
order  for  us  to  have  a  chance  to  read 
these  for  ourselves  and  decide  for  our- 
selves if  these  are  really  something  that 
we  as  Christians  and  United  Method- 
ists want  to  lift  up.  Or  if  they  are  some- 
thing that  we  feel  like  do  not  support 
our  Christian  beliefs  strongly  enough 
to  be  upheld. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  nght.  I  think 
we  need  to  have  the  last  word  from  the 
chair  of  the  committee  and  we  are  going 
to  take  first  the  minority  report  and 
have  you  vote  on  that.  And  then  we  are 
going  to  take  the  majority  repwrt. 

BRIGGS:  Do  you  want  my  final  thing? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Before  we  start 
voting  I  want  the  word  from  you.  On 
this  minority  report.  And  yours  as  well. 

BRIGGS:  You  want  the  minority  re- 
port first? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  I  want  you  to  say 
your,  whatever,  is  there  a  final  word  on 
the  minority  report?  You  just  made  it. 
All  right,  then,  do  you  have  anything  as 
the  chair? 

BRIGGS:  TTus  petition  captures  the 
importance  in  our  history  of  women 
worldwide.  The  committee  has  grap- 
pled with  many  questions  and  we  have 
reached  agreement  on  presenting  peti- 
tions to  you.  And  this  is  not  just  the 
United  Methodist  thing.  This  is,  we 
work  with  many  different  churches  and 
we  cannot  expect  that  our  United  Meth- 
odist work  in  ministry  will  act  with  in- 
tegrity when  nurturing  faith  with  many 
other  religions  and  I  would  strongly 
urge  you  to  suppxjrt  the  majority  in  con- 
currence on  this. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  we  now 
have  before  us  the  minority  repwrt. 
Vote  when  the  light  occurs,  appears. 
[Yes,  387;  No,  502]  The  minority  report 
fails.  We  now  have  before  us  the  major- 
ity repwrt  on  item  1562.  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  lYes,  661;  No,  228]  You 
sustained  the  nnajonty  repwrt,  661  yes.  I 
didn't  get  the  no's,  but  that's  all  right. 
It's  sustained. 

BATISTE:  This  concludes  our  repwrt. 
Bishop. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 

(Applause) 
BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right. 
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JEFFGREENWAY  (Western  Pennsyl- 
vania): Bishop  Talbert  and  members  of 
the  General  Conference,  we  have  two 
items  for  your  action  tonight.  You  will 
be  glad  to  know  that  these  are  the  last 
two  legislative  items  for  General  Con- 
ference in  2000.  Rejoice  and  be  glad  for 
blessed  are  you.  The  first  is  found  on 
DC  A  p.  665.  This  is  Calendar  Item  2037. 
I'm  sorry,  p.  2037,  Calendar  Item  665, 
Petition  33143.  The  full  text  is  found  in 
the  Advance  DCA  273.  We're  not  going 
to  vote  on  this  because  Judicial  Council 
decision  no.  890  which  is  found  in  to- 
day's DCA  p.  2287  has  ruled  the  word- 
ing of  this  petition  out  of  order. 
Therefore,  it's  no  longer  before  us. 
However,  I  believe  it  is  in  the  spirit  of 
the  discussions  of  the  Discipleship  Leg- 
islative Committee  to  encourage  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  & 
Ministry  to  work  together  in  the  next 
quadrennium  in  an  effort  to  address 
this  issue  that  is  continually  expressed 
before  the  General  Conference.  The  fi- 
nal item  is  found  on  DCA  p.  no.  2144. 
This  is  Calendar  Item  1270,  Petition 
3040.  The  full  text  for  the  resolution,  the 
original  resolution,  is  found  on  page 
300  of  your  Advance  DCA. 

Adoption  of  a  Provisional  Ordinal 
Is  Approved 

GREENWAY:  The  recommendation 
of  the  committee  is  for  concurrence. 
This  petition  calls  for  the  adoption  of  a 
provisional  Ordinal,  which  is  found  in 
its  entirety  on  pgs.  239-277  with  the 
changes  that  are  referred  to  in  the  DCA 
on  pgs.  2144-2146.  There  are  four  types 
of  changes.  One  is  to  restore  Trinitarian 
language  in  the  prayer  of  ordination, 
the  second  was  to  restore  two  vows  to 
each  service  from  the  1992  Book  of  Wor- 
ship, the  third  is  to  give  more  permis- 
sive selection  of  hymnody  by  local 
committees  that  are  responsible  for 
planning  these  services,  and  the  last  is 
slight  edits  of  some  of  the  prayers  to  re- 
flect the  partnership  in  ministry  with 
laity.  It  also  calls  for  the  further  revision 
of  these  services  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  during  the  next  qua- 
drennium and  that  the  Ordinal  be  pre- 
sented to  the  2004  general  conference 
for  official  adoption.  Therefore,  I  move 
concurrence  as  amended. 

BISHOP  TALBERT;  It  is  before  you. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears,  you  have 
sustained  the  committee  /Yes,  787;  No, 
741.  (Applause) 

GREENWAY:  Thank  you  very  much. 


BISHOP  TALBERT:  Thank  you.  I  rec- 
ognize Mary  Alice  Massey  for  a  special 
motion. 

MARIELLEN  SAWADA  (Califor- 
nia-Nevada): Bishop  Talbert,  excuse 
me — 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Right  here,  nuke 
4. 

SAWADA:  Everyone  here,  those  who 
are  feeling  weary  or  energetic,  those 
feeling  affirm,  not  affirmed,  non-dele- 
gates, delegates,  all  of  us  here  are  fol- 
lowing the  closing  worship  on  this  late, 
very  late  night.  Western  jurisdiction 
delegates  invite  you  to  a  brief  service  of 
healing  and  wholeness,  if  you  are  seek- 
ing healing,  wholeness,  join  us  and 
bring  a  hymnal.  We  invite  you  as  the 
book  of  Hebrews  leads,  to  go  outside 
the  gate,  outside  the  boundaries  of  this 
room  to  our  service  of  community  and 
healing  and  we  would  just  invite  you 
after  that  service  to  go  out  these  doors 
and  to  the  left  into  the  hallway. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Thank  you.  All 
right,  what  is  this,  we  need  to  wrap  it  up 
now,  go  ahead.  No,  I  recognized  this 
gentleman  coming  over  here  then  we 
will  see  what  you  have.  Mike  4 

Motion  to  Put  Advanced  DCA 
on  CD  Disk  Aproved 

DONALD  FADO  (California-Ne- 
vada): This  would  be  self-explanatory.  I 
move  that  the  Commission  on  General 
Conference  be  encouraged  to  look  into 
having  the  Advance  DCA  on  CD  disc 
and  allowing  use  of  lap-top  computers 
during  2004  General  Coriference  ses- 
sions. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  I  think 
we  are  ready  to  entertain  that.  This  is 
before  us.  If  you  support  that  motion 
vote  one,  use  one;  if  not,  two.  Vote 
when  the  light  appears.  Is  this  a  point  of 
order?  All  right,  then  you  have  sus- 
tained that  motion,  it  goes  to  the  com- 
mission. All  right,  I  recognize  the 
gentleman  with  the  pink  card  right 
here.  Mike  4.  I'm  not  going  to  have  too 
many  of  these — yes. 

ROGER  KINDSCHI  (Wisconsin): 
Bishop,  this  is  very  short.  This  is  not  for 
me,  I  would  just  like  us  to  leaving  not 
overtired,  we  want  to  go  home,  I've  got 
to  go  to  the  bathroom. 

But  I  would  like  to  reconsider. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  want  to  go 
before  you  do  this? 


KINDSCHI:  No,  no,  this  is  going  to  be 
short.  I'm  going  to  make  it  fast.  I  just 
have  a  real  concern  for  many  of  our 
seminary  students  who  are  currently  in 
seminary  and  who  are  considering 
seminary,  and  I  would  just  like  to  pres- 
ent what  I  thirdc  will  be  a  friendly 
amendment.  To  an  item  that  we  talked 
about  on  Tuesday  night  that  I  think  we 
can  talk  about  very  quickly.  But  meai\s 
an  awful  lot  to  a  lot  of  people. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  You  have  to 
move  reconsideration  and  test  this 
house  right  now. 

KINDSCHI:  Yes,  I  move  a  reconsider- 
ation. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  It's  before  you,  if 
you  reconsider  one;  if  you  do  not,  two. 
Vote  when  the  light  appears.  [Yes,  199; 
No,  595]  Sorry.  Vance?  All  right,  num- 
ber 4. 

Programs  of  Repentence 

and  Reconciliation  to  Be  Reported 

at  General  Conference  2004 

VANCE  SUMMERS,  JR.  (West  Ohio): 
Bishop,  I  move  that  the  General  Com- 
mission on  Christian  Unity  and 
Inter-religious  Concerns  report  to  the 
2004  General  Conference  on  the  pro- 
grams of  repentance  and  reconciliation 
implemented  during  2001-2004  qua- 
drennium with  those  who  stayed  and 
with  those  historic  Black  Methodist  de- 
nominations. I  think  it's  self-explana- 
tory; we  had  a  beautiful  service  last 
week.  I  only  want  them  to  report  back 
the  follow  up. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right,  if  you 
support  that  vote  one;  if  you  do  not, 
two.  Vote  when  the  light  appears.  You 
sustain  that  motion,  it  is  so  ordered. 
[Yes,  585;  No,  166]  The  calendar  chair. 

MARY  ALICE  MASSEY  (Rorida): 
There  are  two  resolutions  on  p.  2283  in 
the  DCA,  that  in  good  faith  we  must 
look  at  and  vote  up  or  down.  I  promised 
these  people. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  IdenHfy  the  page 
again. 

MASSEY:  Page  2283,  one  of  them  is 
regarding  the  men  and  women  in  our 
armed  services  and  the  other  one  is  the 
sign  language  interpreters  and  they 
were  not  printed  earlier,  and  they're  in, 
and  I  promised  these  people  that  I 
would  bring  them  to  the  house's  atten- 
tion before  we  adjourned. 

BISHOP  TALBET:  All  right,  do  you 
have  the  page  number?  Is  someone  pre- 
pared for  a  motion  on  these? 
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MASSEY:  I  move  approval  on  both 
resolutions.  Bishop. 

BISHOP  T ALBERT:  It's  seconded.  It's 
before  us.  Vote  when  the  light  appears. 
You  have  approved  them.  lYes,  6S3:  No, 
851  All  right,  anything  further  from  cal- 
endar? All  right,  secretary. 

(Laughter — applause) 

I  believe  we're  all  ready  for  the  final 
motion. 

CAROLYN  MARSHALL:  You  all  will 
be  interested  in  knowing  what  that  call 
was  about.  It's  quick,  we've  got  to  make 
a  decision  fast  on  the  last  bus.  How 
soon  you  going  to  be  out? 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  As  I  understand 
it,  the  closing  worship  is  going  to  be 
about  20-25  minutes. 

MARSHALL:  All  right,  I  will  take 
care  of  that.  Let  me  just  very  quickly 
give  you  the  announcements.  We  need 
a  final  reminder  in  turning  in  the  head- 
sets for  those  who  have  used  them  for 
interpretation.  The  announcement  that 
you  heard  about  the  Western  Jurisdic- 
tion healing  and  wholeness  was  much 
more  vibrant  than  the  secretary  would 
have  read  it. 

(Laughter) 

And  the  last  one.  This  is  in  a  com- 
pletely different  vein,  but  one  we  want 
to  be  aware  of  as  we  come  to  our  final 
service  of  closing  the  General  Confer- 
ence and  remembering.  The  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  delegation 
asks  for  prayers  for  the  Richard  and 
Kyle  Petty  family  on  the  car  crash  death 
of  Adam  Petty  today  during  a  practice 
lap.  That  concludes  it.  Bishop  Talbert. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Are 
you  prepared  then,  as  secretary,  to 
move  rule  no.  21  following  the  worship 
service:  that  the  final  adjournment  will 
be  sine  die  following  the  worship  ser- 
vice? Is  that  your  motion?  It  is  before  us. 

MARSHALL:  I  so  move. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  Vote  when  the 
light  appears.  /Y«,  629;  So,  54] 

(Laughter) 

All  right,  you  stay,  we'll  go.  Let  me 
take  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  you  for  sticking  with  me 
through  these  final  moments.  I'm  hon- 
ored to  have  had  the  privilege  to  do 
that. 

(Appbuse) 

PRESIDING  BISHOP  MELVIN  G. 
TALBERT:  The  secretary,  the  secretary 


has  one  announcement,  one  more  an- 
nouncement. 

MARSHALL:  One  final  announce- 
ment, while  you  were  expressing  ap- 
preciation to  Bishop  Talbert,  I  got  the 
call  in,  and  the  final  bus  will  run  at 
12:15.  Thank  you. 

BISHOP  TALBERT:  All  right.  Just  to 
remind  you,  this  is  your  much-ma- 
ligned bishop  of  the  California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference,  and  I  want  you  to 
know  that  we  in  the  California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference  pride  ourselves  in 
being  good  United  Methodists.  And  I 
would  hope  that  we  would  use  this  as 
an  opportunity  to  remind  ourselves 
that  when  one  is  maligned,  it  would  be 
courteous  to  at  least  have  a  conversa- 
tion with  that  person  before  you  make 
your  final  judgments.  I  am  a  proud 
bishop  of  this  church.  1  have  done  my 
best  to  be  faithful.  I  have  upheld  every 
law  of  the  church.  What  I  have  refused 
to  do  is  to  allow  my  mind  and  my  free- 
dom to  speak  to  be  chained.  I  think 
that's  the  official  p>osition  of  our  church. 
Thank  you  very  much,  and  I  pray  God's 
blessings  upon  you  as  we  continue  to 
live  out  our  faith,  in  the  name  and  in  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ. 

My  thanks  to  my  two  colleagues  who 
sat  with  me  in  the  saddle.- 

( Applause) 

Closing  Worship 
May  12,  2000 

BISHOP  JOE  ALLEN  WILSON:  Will 
you  be  seated,  please?  Conference,  let 
us  begin  our  worship.  I  am  Joe  Wilson, 
the  bishop  of  the  Central  Texas  Confer- 
ence of  Forth  Worth  Area,  and  I'm 
happy  to  lead  you  in  this  final  experi- 
ence of  worship  of  the  2000  General 
Conference.  And  let  us  now  prepare 
our  minds  and  center  our  minds  and 
our  hearts  as  we  begin  our  closing  wor- 
ship. 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
with  you. 

AUDIENCE  RESPONSE:  And  also 
with  you. 

BISHOP  WILSON:  Let  us  pray.  Gra- 
cious God,  we  pray  for  the  holy  catholic 
church.  Fill  it  with  all  truth,  and  all 
truth  with  all  peace.  Where  it  is  corrupt, 
purify  it.  Where  it  is  in  error,  direct  it. 
Where  in  anything  it  is  amiss,  reform  it. 
Where  it  is  nght,  strengthen  it.  Where  it 
is  in  want,  provide  for  it.  Where  it  is  di- 


vided, reunite  it.  For  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ  your  Son  our  Savior.  Amen. 

CYNTHIA  WILSON:  It  has  been  my 
joy  to  serve  as  your  director  of  music  for 
this  2000  General  Conference.  You  have 
expressed  your  love  and  appreciation 
to  me,  but  I  need  you  to  know  that  with- 
out the  help  of  two  women  who  have 
been  at  my  side  at  every  turn,  I  could 
not  have  done  it,  and  I  want  to  say 
thank  you  again  to  Johnetta  Johnson 
Page  at  the  piano  and  Monya  Logan  at 
the  organ. 

(Applause) 

As  you  remain  resting  on  your  feet,  I 
recognize  that  it  is  appropriate  that  we 
sing  all  of  the  stanzas  that  tell  the  com- 
plete story.  I  invite  you  to  sing  stanza  1 
and  at  your  leisure  read  the  rest  of  the 
stanzas.  We  will  use  the  tune  "St 
Catherine." 

(Singing,  Music) 

BISHOP  WILSON:  You  may  be 
seated.  Hear  again  the  words  from 
Ephesians,  words  we  have  been  living 
out  during  this  General  Conference  and 
words  framed  in  Eugene  Peterson's 
paraphrase: 

We  were  all  called  to  travel  on  the 
same  road  and  in  the  same  direction.  So 
stay  together,  both  outwardly  and  in- 
wardly. You  have  one  Maker,  one  faith, 
one  baptism,  one  Lord  and  Father  of  all, 
who  rules  over  all,  works  through  all, 
and  is  present  in  all.  Everything  you  are 
and  think  and  do  is  permeated  with 
Oneness.  But  that  doesn't  mean  that 
you  should  all  look  and  speak  and  act 
the  same.  Out  of  the  generosity  of 
Christ  each  of  us  is  given  his  or  her  own 
gifts.  He  handed  out  gifts  of  apostle, 
prophet,  evangelist,  and  piastor, 
teacher,  to  train  Christians  to  skilled 
servant  work,  working  within  Christ's 
body,  the  church,  until  we're  all  mov- 
ing in  a  rhythm,  and  easily  with  each 
other,  efficient  and  graceful,  in  re- 
sponse to  God's  Son,  fully  mature 
adults,  fully  developed  within  and 
without,  fully  alive  like  Christ.  We  take 
our  lead  from  Christ  who  is  the  Source 
of  everything  we  do.  He  keeps  us  in 
step  with  each  other.  His  very  breath 
and  blood  flow  through  us,  nourishing 
us  so  that  we  will  grow  up  healthy  in 
God,  robust  in  love. 

BISHOP  WILUAM  B.  ODEN:  "^Ve 
are  all  called  to  travel  on  the  same  road 
and  in  the  same  direction,  so  stay  to- 
gether, both  inwardly  and  outwardly." 
Those  words  of  the  apostle  to  the  Ephe- 
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sians  are  very  difficult  words  for  us  to 
follow.  For  according  to  Walker  Percy, 
ours  is  an  age  of  disconnectedness,  an 
age  when  it  is  not  simple  to  travel  to- 
gether. For  we're  disconnected,  accord- 
ing to  Percy,  from  our  history,  our 
institutions,  and  each  other.  We  live  in  a 
time,  he  says,  when  collisions  and  con- 
flicts abound,  cluttering  the  space  be- 
tween persons  and  between 
institutions.  Disagreement  often  verges 
on  division. 

Carl  Sandberg  says  Abraham  Lincoln 
lived  in  such  a  time  and  place.  Anguish, 
turmoil,  conflict  were  words  swirling 
around  his  day.  Rhinehold  Nieber 
called  Lincoln  the  most  original  of 
America's  religious  thinkers.  Maybe  he 
can  help  us  as  we  search  for  ways  we 
can  stay  together  and  walk  the  same  di- 
rection in  times  of  polarized  commu- 
nity. We  are  not  in  a  time  of  civil  war, 
but  James  Davidson  Hunter  says  that 
we're  in  a  time  of  culture  wars,  when 
the  clash  of  viewpoints,  visions,  and  in- 
flexible opinions  divide  us,  fragment 
us.  And  so  Lincoln,  in  his  second  Inau- 
gural Address,  reminds  us  that  both 
sides  read  the  same  Bible  and  pray  to 
the  same  God.  The  prayers  of  both  can- 
not be  answered,  and  that  of  neither  has 
been  answered  fully. 

Lincoln  named  the  agony  and  the  ex- 
perience of  his  day,  of  our  day,  and  of 
this  Conference.  The  connectional  fab- 
ric that  binds  us  together  is  in  danger  of 
being  pulled  apart  and  disconnecting. 
At  the  very  least,  it  is  fading  and  dam- 
aged by  the  storms  within  and  without. 
Conflicts  abound  all  within  us  and 
around  us,  throughout  the  church,  over 
the  authority  of  the  Bible,  social  issues, 
the  nature  of  discipleship,  sexual  mo- 
rality. And  all  of  us  are  in  the  war  zone 
and  are  still  almost  numb  from  the  bat- 
tlefield of  the  last  few  days.  Wounded 
are  all  around  us,  among  us,  within  us. 
Hunter  helps  us  understand  that  our 
church  wars  grow  out  of  culture  wars, 
for  we  have  learned  to  echo  public  dis- 
course, which  has  become  polarized. 
And  even  an  innocent  Cuban  boy  and  a 
remote  Puerto  Rican  island  becomes 
ropes  in  a  cultural,  political  tug-of-war. 

So  we  let  the  biblical  witness  anchor 
us,  and  give  us  meaning  and  direction. 
The  theme  throughout  Ephesians  is 
precise  and  focused:  Walk  the  same 
road;  stay  together  inwardly  and  out- 
wardly. Church  leaders,  know  that 
faith,  unity,  and  mutual  accountability 
cannot  be  separated,  even  when  we  are 
different  kinds  of  people  with  different 
gifts  and  viewpoints.  This  is  Wesleyan 


to  the  core,  Wesleyan  to  the  core.  For  it 
is  precisely  at  those  points  of  anguish 
and  conflict  and  suffering  where  our  af- 
firmations of  faith  are  tested,  where  our 
apostolicity  is  translated  into  leader- 
ship, and  where  the  Holy  Spirit  is  found 
to  be  working. 

Dear  friends,  this  is  to  say  that  in  all 
the  questions  and  concerns  and  crying 
out  of  this  Conference,  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  at  work,  is  present  in  our  pain, 
is  permeating  our  suffering,  is  pushing 
us  beyond  our  struggles,  is  helping  us 
define  our  cruciform  shape.  Bishop  Sol- 
omon used  a  phrase  with  me,  as  he  re- 
flected on  yesterday,  that  I  found  most 
meaningful — that  is,  "unity  in  an- 
guish." 

So  what  is  our  calling?  We're  called  to 
be  bridge  leaders  in  a  disconnected  con- 
nection. The  late  George  Thomas  was  a 
British  Methodist  lay  speaker  as  well  as 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  His 
coat  of  arms  included  a  phrase  in  his  na- 
tive Welsh:  Bid  bin,  bid  bont  [written  pho- 
netically], "Who  would  be  a  leader  must 
be  a  bridge." 

Our  chasms  grow  deeper  and  wider 
through  this  General  Conference.  But 
the  good  news  is,  the  Holy  Spirit  speaks 
many  languages,  and  we  are  the  trans- 
lators and  interpreters.  As  Augustine 
reminds  us,  this  is  our  to  task,  to  chan- 
nel the  Holy  Spirit.  Without  bridge 
leaders,  there  can  be  no  connection, 
only  advocates  and  adversaries;  and 
advocates  who  turn  adversaries  into 
enemies  burn  their  bridges. 

Walter  Wink  says  that  the  ultimate  re- 
ligious question  of  our  day  is.  How  can 
we  find  God's  love  in  our  enemies?  We 
are  called  to  be  bridges  to  the  world,  es- 
pecially to  the  dispossessed,  both  near 
and  far;  to  the  L2  billion  people  in  the 
world  whose  income  is  less  than  one 
dollar  per  day;  to  those  who  live  within 
the  shadows  of  our  wealth,  the  invisible 
poor — and  those  are  our  shadows;  to 
the  children  in  every  place.  A  child  born 
in  Mongolia  has  a  greater  life-expec- 
tancy than  one  born  in  Washington, 
D.C.  The  issue  is  not  the  wealth  and  re- 
sources of  United  Methodism — we 
have  seen  that  these  two  weeks.  The  is- 
sue is  the  will  and  resolve  to  reach  out 
and  bridge  gaps,  in  order  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  saving  grace  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We're  called  to  be  bridge  leaders. 
We're  also  called  to  bind  up  the 
wounded.  Look  around.  Casualties 
abound.  They  surround  us.  The 
wounds  are  within  us:  the  burned  out, 
the  weary,  the  wasted.  Culture  wars 


have  taken  their  toll  on  us.  And  the 
clergy  on  the  front  line  are  often  those 
who  fall  first.  No  wonder  that  while  our 
seminary  enrollment  is  at  an  all-time 
high,  the  numbers  of  those  being  or- 
dained are  rapidly  diminishing.  And 
the  five-year  dropout  rate  among  those 
completing  seminary  is  alarmingly 
high.  The  laity  on  the  front  line  often 
fall  first  also.  For  it's  difficult  for  the  la- 
ity to  maintain  the  intensity  of  church 
wars  while  in  a  struggle  with  culture 
wars. 

Nouwen's  image  of  the  Wounded 
Healer  still  holds  for  us  at  this  moment. 
Remember  it.  Remember  the  im- 
age— the  Messiah,  the  Liberator,  sits 
among  the  poor  by  the  city  gate,  cov- 
ered with  wounds.  He  unwraps  and 
wraps  his  wounds  one  at  a  time,  so  he 
can  be  ready  to  respond  to  anyone  who 
cries  out  in  need.  The  wounded  leaders 
are  called  to  bind  up  the  wounds  of 
those  around  them.  Cardinal 
Bernadine,  one  deeply  wounded  him- 
self, called  religious  leaders  "bridges  to 
the  very  mystery  of  God  and  healers  of 
the  soul."  But  our  mission  is  not  to  bind 
up  each  other's  wounds;  no,  our  mis- 
sion is  to  serve  God's  mission,  and  for 
that  reason  we  bind  each  others' 
wounds. 

We're  also  called  to  build  up  the  body 
of  Christ.  We  grow  weary  of  debate,  di- 
alogue, often  more  interested  in  our 
own  positions  rather  than  listening  to 
the  other.  But,  it  is  precisely  at  the 
points  of  our  conflict  where  the  Spirit 
seeks  to  reach  out  and  strengthen  the 
body  of  Christ,  I  believe  that.  One 
would  be  a  fool  to  predict  what  General 
Conference  might  do  and  what  direc- 
tions it  might  take.  I  wouldn't.  I  have- 
n't. But  when  1  was  asked  if  1  thought 
The  United  Methodist  Church  would 
divide  over  the  issue  of  homosexuality, 
my  response  was,  "I  don't  know.  I  hope 
not.  I  don't  think  so."  For  1  have  close 
episcopal  colleagues  on  both  sides  of 
this  issue,  close  clergy  and  lay  friends 
on  both  sides.  Close  family  members  on 
both  sides.  They  all  love  the  church. 
And  the  reason  I  don't  believe  that  we'll 
split  is  because  I  believe  that  when  we 
move  beyond  this  debate  and  open  our- 
selves to  the  Holy  Spirit,  there's  a  possi- 
bility we  can  learn  to  listen  to  one 
another,  to  bridge,  to  bind,  and  to  build 
up. 

And  that's  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit — bridging,  binding,  building. 
How  tedious  is  this  work,  how  tire- 
some, and  turbulent.  But  this  is  pre- 
cisely where  the  leaders  of  the  church 
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are  called  to  be,  leaders  including  every 
person  here,  leaders  including  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  We  are  called  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  be  present  and  give  visi- 
ble leadership  in  the  midst  of  our  con- 
flicts, our  sufferings,  our  anguish.  One 
jjarl  of  the  body  cannot  be  built  up  at 
the  exf>ense  of  another  part.  As  the  old 
spiritual  reminds  us,  "We're  in  the 
same  boat.  Sister;  we're  in  the  same 
boat.  Brother;  and  when  you  rock  one 
end,  you're  gonna  reel  the  other." 

Sean  Sammon  has  done  a  study  of  the 
life-cycle  of  religious  institutions  that 
are  renewalist,  predominantly  Roman 
Catholic.  He  has  done  this  and  repwrted 
it  in  a  book  entitled  hi  T)ie  Meantime,  ed- 
ited by  Paul  Filbert.  He  says  first  is  a 
foundation  time,  with  a  strong  leader, 
whose  vision  forms  the  movement.  The 
Wesleys  come  to  mind. 

Second  is  a  time  of  expansion.  Tre- 
mendous energy,  evangelistic  zeal.  Fa- 
ther Asbury,  the  circuit  riders,  the 
westward  expansion. 

Third  is  the  jjeriod  of  set- 
tled-downness,  stabilization.  The  fron- 
tier is  gone,  a  time  of  rules  and 
regulations.  And  for  Methodism  and 
the  EUB  Church,  this  was  a  time  of  tran- 
sition from  movement  to  major  Ameri- 
can denomination.  The  rise  of  great 
general  boards  and  agencies,  moving 
from  presiding  elder  to  district  superin- 
tendent, from  quarterly  conferences  re- 
vival to  charge  conferences  reporting. 
This  is  the  post-World  War  II  church, 
strong,  and  great  status. 

But  then,  Sammon  says,  fourth  comes 
a  period  of  the  breakdown  of  long-es- 
tablished structures.  The  mechanisms 
appear  not  to  be  working.  Systems  have 
outlived  their  usefulness.  Authority  is 
questioned.  And  the  times,  they  are 
a-c  hanging. 

Now,  Sammon  says  at  that  point 
there  comes  three  alternative  futures 
One,  extinction,  slow  and  painful.  The 
movement  drifts  toward  chaplaincy, 
care  primarily  for  those  within.  Or,  two, 
mutual  survival,  minimal  survival.  Be- 
cause of  internal  conflict  and  a  lack  of 
communal  vision,  a  settle-down  insti- 
tution seeks  only  maintenance  leaders 
who  will  ground  differences  and  con- 
flicts, and  for  whom  order  is  the  pri- 
mary objective.  All  conflict  is  swept 
under  the  rug.  But  then,  he  says,  the 
third  option  is  a  time  of  re-founding,  a 


time  of  painful  visitation  of  the  vision  of 
the  founders  and  reshaping  that  vision 
into  today's  world  He  says  that  this  is  a 
time  when  conflict  can  be  creative  and 
help  reshapte,  re-found  this  movement, 
to  energize  it  for  the  future. 

Sisters  and  brothers,  even  in  our  pain, 
might  we  be  at  the  beginning  of  such  a 
time?  Are  there  not  some  sigr«  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  nuy  be  sending  fresh 
breeies  through  our  connection?  The 
days  of  listening  in  so  many  annual 
conferences.  The  In  Search  of  Unity  dia- 
logue. The  conferencing  that  has  taken 
place  in  California-Pacific  Annual  Con- 
ference. The  renewal  of  laity  through 
Disciple  Bible  study.  The  walk  to 
Emmaus.  VIM  covenant  discipleship 
groups.  St.  Luke  Community  Church  in 
Dallas  requires  its  leaders  to  go  through 
Disciple  before  they  can  have  an  office. 
Five  hundred  a  year  go  through  that, 
over  3,000  in  their  congregation.  And 
that  church  is  vital,  visionary,  Wes- 
leyan,  and  missional. 

Fifth  is  the  tremendous  outpouring  of 
financial  resources  in  response  to  world 
disasters.  And  Shalom  Zones,  Holy 
Boldness,  the  ecumenical  and  interreli- 
gious  dialogues;  and  the  children — al- 
ways the  children — they're  leading  the 
bishops,  they're  leading  all  of  us;  they 
are  the  face  of  pain,  of  hurt  and  hope 
around  the  world.  They  are  the  face  that 
draws  us  to  both  suffering  and  hop*. 

So,  go  home  to  be  re-founders  and 
re-connectors  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  heirs  of  the  Wesleyan  revival, 
carriers,  translators  of  Wesleyan  holi- 
ness, personal  and  social.  Go  home,  you 
re-founders,  you  instruments  of  a 
church  in  need  of  healing,  you 
wounded  ones  who  will  use  your 
wounds  to  heal  others.  Go  home,  you 
re-founders,  you  proclaimers  of  an  in- 
clusive church,  shake  the  dust  of  racism 
off  your  feet  so  you  can  march  to  Zion. 
Go  home,  you  Elijahs!  Get  out  of  this 
cave.  You  have  work  to  do.  You've  got 
to  elect  new  bishops,  new  leaders  of  the 
church.  Of  all  the  leadership  qualities 
we  need,  bishops  who  pray  are  at  the 
top  of  the  list.  The  African  American 
church  has  a  word  for  this  kind  of 
leader;  elect  us  "prayer  warriors."  Go 
home,  you  Jairuses!  The  church  is  not 
dead;  she's  only  sleeping.  Wake  her  up. 
Teach  her  to  make  disciples,  to  bridge 
chasms,  to  bind  up  wounds,  to  build  up 


the  Body.  Go  home,  you  Marys!  Quit 
tarrying  by  the  tomb.  He  is  not  here,  he 
is  risen,  and  he  goes  forth  before  you  to 
Galilee.  Tell  his  disciples  to  meet  him 
there,  there  where  you  live  and  where 
you  work  and  where  you  worship  and 
where  you  play.  Go  home  to  be  bearers 
of  grace.  Go  home  to  be  bnngers  of 
good  news  to  the  whole  church.  And 
may  the  Spirit  that  reconciles  all  of  us, 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ, 
go  with  you. 

Let  us  pray:  O  God,  lei  us,  your  ser- 
tvnls,  be  open  to  your  healing  love.  Melt 
our  hearts.  Mold  our  spirits.  Mend  our 
ivounds.  Make  us  know  that  xve  are  one  in 
the  love  of  Christ.  Amen. 

(Applause) 

BISHOP  JOE  WILSON:  The  Lord  is 
with  you. 

AUDIENCE  RESPONSE:  And  also 
with  you. 

BISHOP  WILSON:  Let  us  confess  our 
need  and  sin  to  God  and  to  one  another. 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  you  are  the  Way  of 
Peace.  Come  into  the  brokenness  of  our 
lives  and  our  church  with  your  healing 
love.  Help  us  to  be  willing  to  bow  be- 
fore you  in  true  repentance  and  to  bow 
to  one  another  in  real  forgiveness.  By 
the  fire  of  your  Holy  Spirit,  melt  our 
hard  hearts  and  consume  the  pride  and 
prejudice  which  separate  us.  Fill  us,  O 
Lord,  with  your  pwrfect  love  which 
casts  out  our  fear,  and  bind  us  together 
in  that  unity  which  you  share  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  Amen.  Al- 
mighty God  have  mercy  on  you,  for- 
give all  your  sins  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  strengthen  you  in  all 
goodness,  and  by  the  pwwer  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  keep  you  in  eternal  life.  Amen. 

(Hymn  432,  'Jesu,  Jesu") 

BISHOP  WILLIAM  ODEN:  And  now 
let  us  be  sent  out  with  blessing.  And 
may  the  love  of  God,  the  f)eace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  communion 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  go  with  us  all. 

And  now,  I  declare  the  year  2000  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  be  adjourned.  Go  in 
pjeace. 

(Applause) 
(Music) 
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....  214 

30477 

367 

30537 

452 

30597 

1560 

30657      324 

30717 

1569 

328 

30478 

306 

IfMlfi.  ■  .  ■ 

80 

30598 

706 

30658     1513 

30718 

1297 

JUjJB' 

806 

30479 

1% 

30539 

1333 

30599 

746 

30659     1537 

30719 

1298 

1270 

30480 

536 

30540 

1146 

30600 

1122 

30660 

558 

30720 

1299 
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30721 

1300 

30781  ■  ■ 

■  656 

30841  •  • 

-  -  446 

30901  -  - 

-  1185 

30961  -  - 

-  1065 

31021  •  • 

1067 

30722  • 

•  ■  1301 

30782  ■  ■ 

•   679 

30842  •  ■ 

-  -  839 

30902  -  - 

1185 

30962  -  - 

-  ■  576 

31022 

1316 

30723  • 

352 

30783  ■ 

1225 

■JAO^l.  . 

.  .  AA 

30903  ■ 

1033 

30963  -  - 

1066 

31023  - 

1023 

jU54j 

OO 

30724 

■  ■  772 

30784  ■ 

1224 

30844  ■  ■ 

1216 

30904  - 

1532 

30964  -  - 

1314 

31024-  - 

992 

30725 

1190 

30785  ■  ■ 

■  ■  677 

"lAOJC.  . 

.  .  All 

30905 

■  1077 

30965  -  - 

-  633 

31025  -  - 

-  515 

3U04j 

00 

30726 

1332 

30786  ■  ■ 

■  730 

30846-  • 

-  -  792 

30906 

288 

30966-  - 

-  -  550 

31026-  - 

-  953 

30727 

■   1303 

30787  •  • 

■  ■  731 

30847-  - 

-  -  435 

30907  - 

1311 

30967  -  - 

676 

31027-  - 

520 

30728  ■ 

■  •  736 

30788  • 

■  1247 

30848  -  • 

-  1419 

30908  - 

Void 

30968  -  - 

-  -  135 

31028  - 

519 

30729 

■  1400 

30789  •  • 

•  372 

■JAO^Q.   . 

.  .  AO 

30909- 

-  -  133 

30969 

1340 

31029 

1298 

3Uo4y 

•  Oy 

30730  • 

398 

30790  • 

■  Void 

30850- 

-  -  429 

30910  - 

-  -  132 

30970-  - 

■  -  136 

31030-  - 

-  -  577 

30731 

1300 

30791  •  • 

381 

30851  -  - 

•  -  442 

30911 

-  1037 

30971  • 

1346 

31031  -  - 

580 

imio.  . 

...  SI 

30792  •  • 

•  ■  380 

30852  ■  - 

■  ■  255 

30912  ■  ■ 

■  ■  715 

30972  •  - 

-  ■  938 

31032 

1322 

JU/JZ 

o  1 

lATJI.  . 

.  .  .  "70 

30793  •  • 

•  •  379 

30853  ■  - 

-  ■  773 

30913  -  - 

-  -  574 

30973  -  - 

-  -  688 

31033-  - 

■  880 

JU/JJ* 

■  ■  ■  /y 

30734  ■ 

■  ■  174 

30794  •  • 

•  •  378 

30854-  - 

■  409 

30914  -  - 

-  637 

30974  - 

-  -  293 

31034 

1099 

30735 

■  ■  705 

30795  ■  • 

•  •  373 

30855  -  - 

-  ■  774 

30915  - 

-  -  721 

30975  -  - 

-  -  212 

31035  - 

-  590 

30736 

■  640 

30796  ■ 

1301 

30856  - 

-  -  894 

30916  -  - 

-  -  168 

30976  -  - 

-  -  141 

31036-  - 

592 

30737  ■ 

■   1251 

30797  • 

1300 

30857  -  - 

1214 

30917  ■ 

1529 

30977  - 

-  1132 

31037  - 

1561 

IrtTlC  . 

. . .  if\ 

30798  ■ 

■  1233 

30858  -  - 

1030 

30918 

■  1326 

30978  -  - 

-  -  158 

31038  ■ 

1566 

JO/jo* 

•   •   •   Z{] 

30739  ■ 

...  22 

30799  ■ 

1395 

•lAQCQ.  . 

.  .  .  7A 

30919  - 

-  1328 

30979  -  - 

■114 

31039  - 

Void 

juojy 

■  •  •  /U 

30740  • 

■  •  728 

30800  ■ 

1396 

30860-  - 

-  -  846 

30920  - 

■  1057 

30980 

■  1300 

31040  ■ 

-  1302 

30741  ■ 

•  169 

30801  ■ 

1569 

-5AO/:|,  . 

.  .  .  A^ 

30921  - 

1323 

30981  - 

-  1298 

31041  -  - 

•  •  108 

3Uo6I- 

-  -  -  OJ 

in-jA').    . 

...  1  I 

30802  • 

1408 

30862  -  - 

-  163 

30922  - 

-  1323 

30982  - 

-  1298 

31042  - 

1302 

jU/4Z' 

■••31 

iniAt-  . 

.  .  .  "JO 

30803  • 

•  1276 

30863  •  • 

•  •  625 

30923  - 

■  1323 

30983  - 

•  1298 

31043-  - 

-  ■  253 

JU/4j- 

Zy 

ItVIAA 

1A 

30804  • 

613 

30864-  - 

-  159 

30924  - 

-  1323 

30984  - 

-  1297 

liflAA.    . 

.  .  .  Qt 

3U/44'  ' 

•  •  •  34 

3  1 IW4  • 

•   •  •  yf 

1A7^C,   , 

...  0/1 

30805  ■  ■ 

614 

30865  -  • 

-  -  629 

30925  - 

-  1323 

30985  - 

-  1297 

31045  - 

1157 

3U/45- 

■  ■  •  Z4 

"xniAf*..  . 

...  IS 

30806  • 

1192 

30866 

-  162 

30926  - 

-  1323 

30986  - 

-  1297 

31046  - 

Void 

3U/40' 

■  •  ■  33 

30747  ■ 

•  ■  573 

30807  ■ 

■  1302 

30867  - 

■  •  627 

30927  -  - 

-  -  472 

30987  - 

-  1297 

31047  - 

1456 

30748  • 

•  •  716 

30808 

1546 

30868  - 

-  -  624 

30928  ■ 

Void 

30988  ■  - 

■  ■  434 

31048  - 

1453 

30749  • 

•   384 

30809  ■ 

■  1175 

30869  - 

-  -  628 

30929 

-  868 

30989 

-  895 

31049-  ■ 

-  988 

30750 

■  ■  377 

30810-  • 

•  •  358 

30870 

1196 

lAQ-iA,  . 

.  .  .  on 

30990  - 

-  1128 

31050  - 

-  1447 

jyJyjKJ 

y\J 

30751  • 

•  ■  376 

30811  ■ 

208 

30871  - 

-  1455 

30931  - 

■   1536 

30991  - 

-  1092 

31051  - 

-  1447 

30752  ■ 

•  ■  374 

30812-  ■ 

■  383 

30872  - 

1536 

30932  - 

-  1536 

30992  - 

296 

31052- 

-  988 

30753  • 

•  •  727 

30813  ■ 

1038 

30873  - 

-  1298 

30933 

-  1536 

30993  ■  ■ 

-  -  593 

31053-  - 

989 

30754  • 

•  •  720 

30814  • 

1039 

30874  ■ 

-  1297 

30934 

-  1516 

30994 

-  1117 

31054-  - 

989 

30755  ■ 

■  •  725 

30815  ■  ■ 

146 

30875  - 

-  1179 

30935  - 

-  -  250 

30995  - 

-  1120 

31055  - 

-  989 

30756  • 

■  •  729 

30816 

•  970 

30876-  - 

-  ■  982 

30936  - 

-  -  297 

30996  -  - 

-  -  979 

31056  - 

-  988 

"XtYien.    , 

.     .     .     '^1 

30817  • 

•  •  392 

30877  ■ 

-  1453 

30937  -  - 

-  -  147 

30997  - 

-  1185 

31057  - 

-  1291 

J\)/J/'    • 

■   •   •  Zj 

30758  • 

■  ■   724 

30818 

1399 

30878- 

-  -  139 

TAAIO.   . 

.  .  OO 

30998  -  - 

-  -  987 

31058 

1292 

3Uy3o' 

■  •  ■  yZ 

30759  • 

■  1328 

30819 

1401 

30879  - 

-  1102 

30939 

-  1352 

30999 

-  1320 

31059  • 

1295 

imAH.  . 

.  .  .  OA 

30820 
30821  •  • 

■  1476 
923 

30880  ■ 

30881  - 

1101 
-  ■  330 

30940  • 

30941  -  - 

•  1319 

-  •  775 

31000 
31001 

125 
126 

31060-  - 
31061  -  - 

-  987 

-  985 

3U/oU- 
30761  • 

•  •  ■  ZO 
■  ■  718 

30762 

•  ■  734 

30822  ■  ■ 

■  ■  910 

30882  -  - 

-   594 

IfiQA').    . 

...  fid 

31002  -  - 

-  -  122 

31062-  • 

•  •  984 

3Uy4Z 

o4 

imAi .  . 

. . .  •>< 

30823  ■  • 
30824 

■  •  912 
■  924 

30883 
30884-  - 

1106 
595 

30943  ■ 

30944  - 

-  -  937 
-  1368 

31003  -  - 

31004  - 

-  291 

-  -  552 

31063-  - 
31064- 

•  •  994 
•  985 

3U  /d3 

•  •  ■  ZJ 

.  .  .  07 

3U/04* 

•    •    '    11 

30765  • 

■  ■   1245 

30825  ■ 

•  925 

30885  - 

-  1213 

30945  -  - 

-  -  584 

31005 

-  1325 

31065  -  ■ 

•  985 

30766  ■ 

•  •  1254 

30826  • 

•  395 

30886 

-  1122 

30946  -  - 

-  -  733 

31006 

1509 

31066 

-  -  710 

30767  • 

1236 

7AO-)-7,  . 

.  .  .  A^ 

30887  - 

1122 

30947  - 

1466 

31007  ■  - 

-  867 

31067  - 

-  1445 

3U8z/' 

•  •  •  4j 

30768  • 

1493 

30828  ■  • 

396 

30888  - 

1121 

30948 

■  1570 

■J  1  AAO  .   . 

.  .  .  01 

31068-  - 

-  -  984 

J  I  UUo 

•  •  •  7l 

30769  • 

■  ■  1237 

30829  ■  • 

•  •  397 

30889  - 

-  1114 

30949  - 

1465 

31009  - 

-  -  -  87 

31069- 

■  987 

30770 

1238 

■lAoin.  . 

.  .  .  AA 

30890  - 

•  1131 

30950  - 

1463 

31010 

1461 

31070-  - 

985 

jUoJU- 

.  ^^ 

30771 

1239 

30831 

583 

30891  - 

-  1210 

30951 

1462 

31011 

-  1467 

31071  -  - 

984 

30772  ■ 

•  ■  1414 

30832  ■ 

...  43 

30892  - 

1016 

30952  ■ 

-  1470 

31012  - 

616 

31072  - 

986 

30773 

•  1240 

30833 

1343 

30893 

•  1547 

30953  •  • 

■  •  973 

31013- 

-  -  525 

31073-  - 

984 

30774  • 

•  1242 

30834 

431 

30894  - 

-   305 

30954  -  - 

-   921 

31014  - 

-  1013 

31074-  - 

985 

30775  ■ 

■   1497 

30835 

•  448 

30895 

■  264 

30955  - 

■  ■  156 

31015-  ■ 

-  -  617 

31075  -  - 

986 

30776  • 

■  722 

30836  ■ 

■  1371 

30896 

-  •  270 

30956 

276 

31016 

154 

31076  - 

1295 

30777  ■ 

1249 

30837  • 

•1146 

30897  ■ 

-  272 

30957 

909 

31017  - 

155 

31077  • 

1295 

30778  • 

■  335 

30838 

■  447 

30898 

•  1578 

30958 

1365 

31018 

1197 

31078 

1295 

30779  ■ 

1415 

30839 

841 

30899 

-  1543 

30959 

-  -  1285 

31019 

549 

31079  - 

-  1295 

30780  ■ 

660 

30840 

•  ■  301 

30900- 

•  •  989 

30960 

•  -  1064 

31020-  - 

-  -  543 

31080  - 

-  1295 
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31081 

1295 

31141 

•  426 

31201       18 

31261 

582 

31321 

958 

31381 

160 

31082     1293 

31142 

•  -  741 

'll'>ft') |C 

31262 

1026 

31322 

828 

31382 

420 

j\i\)^ 13 

31083     1295 

31143 

665 

31203     1392 

31263 

1483 

31323 

826 

31383 

445 

31084     985 

31144 

•  714 

31204      460 

31264 

776 

31324 

-  •  827 

31384 

984 

31085      887 

31145 

119 

31205      461 

31265 

991 

31325 

-  857 

31385 

1449 

31086     991 

31146 

118 

31206     1286 

31266 

120 

31326 

441 

31386 

•1450 

31087     991 

31147 

117 

31207-    -527 

31267 

123 

31327 

845 

31387 

1485 

31088     1295 

31148 

•  -  707 

31208     1241 

31268 

1090 

31328 

261 

31388 

-  782 

31089     351 

31149 

•  ■  745 

31209     639 

31269 

1248 

31329 

1191 

31389 

896 

31090      509 

31150 

1108 

31210     999 

31270 

1381 

31330 

256 

31390 

1295 

31091     1059 

31151 

1122 

31211     1148 

31271 

1382 

31331 

1024 

31391 

1421 

31092     1295 

■  31152 

-  1220 

31212     1548 

31272-  • 

%8 

31332 

602 

31392 

1195 

31093      650 

31153 

1016 

31213     1391 

31273   ■ 

1223 

31333 

1096 

31393 

1016 

31094     1416 

31154 

1016 

31214     201 

31274 

%7 

31334 

944 

31394 

1379 

31095     1479 

31155 

•  •  723 

31215      751 

31275 

966 

31335 

1370 

31395 

610 

31096      711 

31156 

1413 

31216    -  1131 

31276 

-  271 

31336 

1366 

31396 

1424 

31097      698 

31157 

655 

31217      713 

31277 

1450 

31337 

-  992 

31397 

1423 

31098  -405 

31158 

-  -  683 

31218     1522 

31278 

980 

31338 

-  -  257 

31398 

1425 

31099     1519 

31159 

682 

31219     649 

31279 

1351 

31339 

991 

31399 

1426 

31100      850 

31160 

681 

31220     875 

31280 

■  545 

31340  - 

1063 

31400 

1435 

31101     1061 

31161 

680 

31221     -654 

31281 

1198 

31341 

631 

31401 

1434 

31102     1243 

31162- 

692 

31222     685 

31282 

-  ■  777 

31342 

-  945 

31402 

432 

31103      874 

31163 

969 

31223      684 

31283 

1449 

31343 

1283 

31403 

433 

31104      878 

31164 

1250 

31224     678 

31284 

-  71 

31344 

-  781 

31404 

1432 

31105     1386 

31165 

1464 

31225     663 

31285 

437 

31345 

-  848 

31405 

1431 

31106-   •   385 

31166 

362 

31226    -339 

31286 

-  232 

31346 

•  •  562 

31406 

1430 

31107  ■    387 

31167 

363 

31227-    -  273 

31287   - 

1171 

31347 

-  -  451 

31407 

1429 

31108     1317 

31168 

•  364 

31228   -  -  1490 

31288 

539 

31348 

1063 

31408 

1427 

31109     1315 

31169 

-  1404 

31229     1252 

31289 

833 

31349 

■  ■  427 

31409 

1428 

31110 

■  •  757 

31170 

687 

31230 

696 

31290 

359 

31350 

1081 

31410 

1440 

31111 

•  •  216 

31171 

691 

31231 

-   386 

31291 

1557 

31351 

-  315 

31411 

1439 

31112 

265 

31172- 

•   700 

31232 

-   388 

31292 

438 

31352 

-  853 

31412 

1438 

31113 

266 

31173  - 

-  -  672 

31233 

394 

31293 

-  -  626 

31353 

852 

31413 

-  1437 

31114 

268 

31174 

693 

31234 

391 

31294 

599 

31354 

561 

31414 

1422 

3II1S 

•  •  274 

31175 

954 

31235 

393 

31295 

439 

31355 

1295 

31415 

1420 

31116 

•  •  267 

31176- 

671 

31236 

390 

31296 

943 

31356 

1449 

31416 

1433 

31117 

269 

31177- 

■   670 

31237- 

-  349 

31297 

870 

31357 

992 

31417 

1436 

31118     1446 

31178 

1359 

31238- 

-  ■  475 

31298 

■  -  778 

31358 

491 

31418 

Void 

31119      209 

31179 

694 

31239 

-  -  652 

31299 

779 

31359 

1295 

31419 

1448 

31120 

1499 

31180 

695 

31240 

360 

31300 

780 

31360 

957 

31420 

990 

31121 

1001 

31181 

669 

31241 

1551 

31301 

1363 

31361 

488 

31421 

990 

31122 

1457 

31182 

686 

31242 

■  1472 

31302 

1160 

31362 

1063 

31422 

1098 

31123 

1002 

31183 

668 

31243 

1473 

31303 

985 

31363 

993 

31423 

1093 

31124 

1002 

31184 

667 

31244 

1474 

31304 

996 

31364 

489 

31424 

648 

31125 

1002 

31185 

699 

31245 

1405 

31305 

1364 

31365 

974 

31425 

1110 

31126 

1002 

31186 

•  1257 

31246 

1174 

31306 

823 

31366 

1056 

31426 

nil 

31127 

1002 

31187 

399 

31247 

1403 

31307 

822 

31367 

-  -  275 

31427 

1109 

31128 

•  1002 

31188 

1369 

31248 

1402 

31308 

821 

31368 

1482 

31428 

1122 

31129 

1002 

31189 

697 

31249 

1406 

31309 

820 

31369 

956 

31429 

1342 

,_— 

1002 

31190 

701 

31250 

1477 

31310 

819 

"linn-  - 

■  ■  -  A7 

31430 

1255 

31130  '  - 

Jl  J  /u 

O/ 

3II3I 

1002 

31191 

690 

31251 

1407 

31311 

818 

31371 

988 

31431 

1122 

31132 

Void 

31192 

-  215 

31252 

1552 

31312 

817 

31372 

988 

31432 

1122 

31133 

Void 

31193 

756 

31253 

1410 

31313 

816 

31373 

1275 

31433 

1116 

31134     673 

31194 

329 

31254 

1553 

31314 

815 

31374 

492 

31434 

1115 

31135      978 

31195 

-  755 

31255 

1480 

31315 

814 

31375 

258 

31435 

881 

31 136     703 

311% 

-  754 

31256 

389 

31316 

813 

31376 

299 

31436 

1113 

31137     Void 

1  t  1  Q*7 

.  Al 

31257 

1256 

31317 

832 

31377 

993 

31437 

1131 

3ny /■ 

■  ■  m 

31138      109 

31198 

758 

31258 

1411 

31318 

831 

31378 

975 

31438 

1123 

31139     249 

31199 

365 

31259     300 

31319 

830 

31379 

1565 

31439 

1131 

31140 

110 

31200 

16 

31260 

584 

31320 

829 

31380 

444 

31440 

1349 

2480 
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Cal.  4 

31441  ■ 

1259 

31501  •  ■ 

-  1540 

31561  -  - 

-  -  8 

31621 

-  -  -  1446 

31681 

-  -  430 

31741  -  - 

■     463 

31442 

-  1341 

31502  - 

1502 

31562  -  - 

-  -  9 

31622 

-  -  -  1447 

31682  -  - 

-  -  505 

31742-  - 

•  ■  462 

31443 

1124 

31503   - 

-  1535 

31563-  -  - 

-  177 

31623 

-1443 

31683- 

-  504 

31743-  - 

-  -  465 

31444  ■ 

1125 

31504  -  - 

-  1176 

31564- 

-  178 

31624 

-1443 

31684  • 

-  -  355 

31744  -  - 

1161 

31445  ■ 

1017 

31505-  - 

-  964 

31565  •  • 

-  179 

31625 

-1443 

31685  -  - 

-  1447 

31745-  - 

-  -  984 

31446 

-  1020 

31506  -  • 

889 

31566-  •  • 

•  182 

31626 

-1443 

31686  -  - 

-  1447 

31746  -  - 

-  1085 

31447  ■ 

1185 

31507-  - 

-  752 

31567-  -  - 

-  183 

31627 

-  -  -  989 

31687-  - 

-  -  920 

31747-  - 

-  604 

31448 

1185 

-lICAfi.   .  . 

.  .  Qfi 

31568-  -  - 

-  181 

31628 

-  -  989 

31688  -  - 

1449 

31748  - 

1137 

jIjUo 

yo 

31449  ■ 

-  1185 

31509  - 

■   885 

31569-  -  • 

-  548 

31629 

-  -  -  1229 

31689 

-  993 

31749  - 

-  1075 

31450  ■ 

1185 

31510-  - 

-  597 

31570-  -  - 

-  630 

31630 

-  -  -  987 

31690  - 

-  1029 

31750  - 

-  1269 

31451 
31452-  ■ 

1185 
-  635 

31511  - 

•5  1  C|'>.  .  . 

-  851 

31571  -  -  - 
31572-  -  - 

-  542 

-  546 

31631 
31632 

-  -  -  987 

-  -  988 

31691  • 

31692  - 

-  1272 

-  -  783 

31751  -  - 
31752-  ■ 

-  -  164 
•  ■  992 

JIjI^- 

yj 

31453  ■ 

-  1561 

31513  -  - 

•  1155 

31573  -  - 

1070 

31633 

-  -  -  987 

31693  -  - 

-  1002 

31753-  - 

-  -  834 

31454  ■ 

-  1558 

31514  -  ■ 

1154 

31574  •  • 

1071 

31634 

-   -  989 

31694 

-  981 

31754  ■ 

-  1347 

31455-  - 

-   564 

31515-  - 

298 

31575  •  - 

1313 

31635 

-  -  -  987 

31695 

-  •  963 

31755-  - 

-  -  410 

31456  - 

-  1079 

31516  - 

-  252 

31576  -  - 

1069 

31636 

-  -  -  987 

31696  • 

•  1545 

31756  - 

-  1353 

31457  ■ 

■  1078 

31517-  - 

■  464 

31577-  ■  - 

-  961 

31637 

-  -  -  988 

31697  -  - 

-  1146 

31757-  - 

-  -  992 

31458  ■ 

-  1389 

31518  •  • 

•  1282 

31578-  •  - 

•  962 

31638 

-  -  -  987 

31698  -  - 

-  -  931 

31758  - 

-  -  784 

31459  ■ 

■  1387 

31519  -  ■ 

■  1087 

31579  -  - 

1258 

31639 

•  989 

31699-  - 

-  -  808 

31759-  - 

-  -  490 

31460 

1321 

31520-  - 

-  456 

31580  -  - 

1344 

31640 

-  -  -  987 

31700-  - 

-  -  837 

31760  - 

-  1348 

31461 

-  1521 

31521  -  - 

■  457 

31581  -  -  - 

-  737 

31641 

-  -  -  984 

31701  -  - 

-  1295 

31761  - 

-  1074 

31462  - 

-  1320 

31522-  - 

-  148 

31582  -  - 

1089 

31642 

-  -  -  321 

31702  -  ■ 

-  1451 

31762  - 

1459 

31463 

1034 

31523  -  - 

-  471 

31583  -  - 

1207 

31643 

•  -  -  987 

31703  -  - 

-  1496 

31763  • 

■  1055 

31464-  • 

-  -  566 

31524-  - 

-  470 

31584  •  • 

1086 

31644 

-   -  286 

31704  -  - 

-  1450 

31764-  - 

-  915 

31465-  - 

641 

31525  - 

-  1145 

31585  -  - 

1209 

31645 

-  -  -  985 

31705  -  - 

-  ■  500 

"i  1  *7<<. 

71 

jl  /o>*  • 

•  •  •  /J 

31466 

568 

31526-  - 

-  865 

31586  -  - 

1564 

31646 

-  -  -  984 

31706-  - 

-  -  259 

31766-  - 

■  -  843 

31467- 

-  -  569 

31527-  - 

-  872 

31587  -  - 

1577 

31647 

-  -  984 

31707-  - 

■  994 

31767  - 

-  1170 

31468  ■ 

-  -  570 

31528-  - 

-  871 

31588  -  - 

1335 

31648 

-  -  -  987 

31708  -  - 

-  1374 

31768  - 

-  Void 

31469  - 

-  -  572 

31529  -  - 

-  1153 

31589  -  - 

1339 

31649 

...  354 

31709  - 

1136 

31769-  • 

-  -  417 

31470 

•  571 

31530-  - 

■  932 

31590  • 

1334 

31650 

...  993 

31710  •  - 

•  1150 

31770  • 

•  1345 

31471  - 

-  -  642 

31531 

■  368 

31591 

1112 

31651 

-  -  984 

31711  -  - 

•  -  334 

31771  • 

-  1072 

31472-  - 

-   556 

31532  -  - 

1517 

31592  - 

1219 

31652 

-  -  -  709 

31712  - 

-  1534 

31772-  - 

-  -  560 

31473-  - 

-  -  555 

31533  -  - 

1501 

31593-  -  - 

-  620 

31653 

-  -  986 

31713  - 

-  ■  873 

31773  -  - 

-  -  600 

31474  -    1507 

31534  -  - 

1501 

31594-  -  - 

•  621 

31654 

-  -  986 

31714  -  - 

-  1126 

31774-  - 

-  411 

31475-  -  -  -  557 

31535-  - 

-  559 

31595-  -  - 

-  532 

31655 

-  986 

31715  -  - 

-  1297 

31775  - 

1449 

31476  - 

-  1511 

31536  -  - 

-  1500 

31596  • 

-  622 

31656 

-  -  1295 

31716  -  - 

-  1444 

31776-  - 

-  -  785 

31477  • 

1533 

31537-  - 

960 

31597-  -  - 

-  533 

31657 

-  -  -  1295 

31717-  - 

■  •  320 

31777-  ■ 

-  -  861 

31478  - 

-  1492 

31538  -  - 

-  1498 

31598-  - 

-  537 

31658 

■  -  -  1295 

31718-  - 

-  -  333 

31778  •  • 

-  -  424 

31479  - 

1061 

31539  -  - 

-  1498 

31599-  -  - 

-  535 

31659 

-  -  -  1295 

31719-  - 

-  -  473 

31779  • 

■  1274 

31480 

1059 

31540  -  - 

-  1449 

31600  -  - 

1300 

31660 

1295 

31720  -  - 

-  1083 

31780  • 

-  1073 

31481 

-  1528 

31541  ■  - 

-  1468 

31601  -  - 

1301 

31661 

...  279 

31721  - 

-  -  260 

31781  • 

1201 

31482  - 

1328 

31542  ■  ■ 

-  1471 

31602  -  - 

1300 

31662 

-  -  -  1228 

31722  -  - 

-  1273 

31782-  - 

•  -  428 

31483 

1328 

31543-  - 

528 

31603  - 

1298 

31663 

...  197 

31723  -  - 

-  1266 

31783-  ■ 

-  436 

31484  - 

-  1327 

31544-  - 

-  526 

31604  -  - 

-  985 

31664 

-  -  -  987 

31724  -  • 

•  1008 

31784-  - 

-  -  903 

31485 

-  1324 

31545-  - 

-  928 

31605  -  - 

1447 

31665 

-  -  -  311 

31725  -  • 

941 

31785  - 

-  1028 

31486 

-  1324 

31546-  - 

950 

31606  -  - 

1181 

31666 

...  991 

31726-  - 

466 

31786  - 

-  Void 

31487     -  644 

31547  -  - 

1362 

31607  -  - 

1302 

31667 

...  991 

31727-  ■ 

-  467 

31787  - 

•  Void 

31488-    -579 

31548-  - 

■  948 

31608   - 

1302 

31668 

...  991 

1l7'?fi.  . 

.  .  T) 

31788  - 

-  1031 

J  1  /Zo 

•  *  /Z 

31489    -  1323 

31549-  - 

-  949 

31609   - 

1302 

31669 

...  991 

31729-  - 

■  904 

31789-  - 

-  623 

31490      336 

31550-  - 

•  310 

31610-  -  - 

-  859 

31670 

-  -  -  1230 

31730-  - 

•  -  862 

31790- 

366 

31491    -  -  866 

31551 

•  911 

31611 

1208 

31671 

-   -  503 

31731  -  - 

161 

31791 

•  987 

31492    -  1149 

31552 

838 

31612  -  - 

1156 

31672 

-  -  -  Void 

31732  •  • 

•  1484 

31792- 

-  -  908 

31493    -   251 

31553  - 

-  1478 

31613-  -  - 

469 

31673 

-  -  501 

31733-  ■ 

•  •  598 

31793  - 

-  1450 

31494 

1538 

31554-  - 

-  476 

31614  -  - 

■  858 

31674 

-  -  -  502 

31734-  - 

-  -  422 

31794-  • 

-  -  856 

31495 

-  1575 

31555-  - 

-  601 

31615   - 

-  554 

31675 

-  -  -  Void 

31735  -  - 

■  1295 

31795  ■ 

•  1302 

31496 

1515 

31556 

860 

31616 

1460 

31676 

-   -  508 

31736  -  - 

■  1518 

31796  • 

•  1453 

31497  - 

1506 

31557 

-  105 

31617 

1454 

31677 

-1178 

31737  - 

-  -  854 

31797-  - 

-  -  988 

31498 

1536 

31558  -  - 

-  -  -  5 

31618 

1446 

31678 

-  -  -  506 

31738-  - 

-  -  855 

31798-  ■ 

-  ■  986 

31499 

1539 

31559  ■  - 

■  -  6 

31619 

1446 

31679 

-  -  507 

31739  -  • 

-  1554 

31799-  • 

•  -  285 

31500  - 

-  1503 

31560  -  - 

-  ■  -  7 

31620  ■  - 

1448 

31680 

-  -  -  1295 

31740-  - 

-  -  534 

31800  •  • 

•  •  317 
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Pet.# 

Cal.# 

Pet.# 

Cal.# 

Pet.# 

Cfll.# 

Pet.# 

ffll.* 

Pet.# 

Cal.# 

Pet.# 

c*\.* 

31801 

1144 

31835 

1288 

31869 

1009 

31903 

1530 

31937 

662 

31971 

1304 

31802 

510 

31836 

1295 

31870 

1010 

31904 

1527 

31938 

883 

31972 

1453 

31803 

1450 

31837 

1215 

31871 

1287 

31905 

1323 

31939 

1300 

31973 

1320 

31804 

425 

31838 

786 

31872  ■ 

1486 

31906 

1323 

31940 

902 

31974  • 

1281 

31805 

992 

31839 

1309 

31873 

1488 

31907 

1323 

31941 

930 

31975 

989 

31806 

•  796 

31840 

988 

31874  • 

1555 

31908 

1323 

31942 

882 

31976 

869 

31807 

449 

31841 

1054 

31875 

1011 

31909 

1323 

31943 

952 

31977 

1143 

31808 

■  440 

31842 

987 

31876  • 

1012 

31910 

1323 

31944 

732 

31978 

653 

31809 

992 

31843 

1449 

31877  • 

1487 

31911 

1094 

31945   • 

1204 

31979 

888 

31810 

946 

31844 

807 

31878  ■ 

1556 

31912 

591 

31946 

■  1204 

31980 

1541 

3I8II 

1060 

31845 

•  897 

31879 

936 

31913 

596 

31947 

1489 

31981 

1568 

3I8I2 

1268 

31846 

898 

31880 

1051 

31914 

1135 

31948 

■  •  787 

31982 

1052 

31813 

■  ■  797 

31847-  • 

412 

31881 

1046 

31915 

1123 

31949 

413 

31983 

1504 

31814 

1458 

31848 

1350 

31882 

195 

31916 

1123 

31950 

•  788 

31984 

1293 

31815 

1127 

31849 

1158 

llfiSl.  . 

■  ■  oo 

31917 

304 

31951 

228 

31985 

1293 

J  105  J 

yy 

31816 

■  942 

31850 

Void 

31884 

•  ■  458 

31918 

609 

31952 

789 

31986 

1185 

31817  ■ 

1045 

31851 

1141 

31885 

1042 

31919 

990 

31953 

800 

31987 

988 

31818 

1043 

31852  • 

538 

31886 

1540 

31920 

Void 

31954 

•  790 

31988 

1450 

31819 

1310 

31853 

1301 

31887 

•  1508 

31921 

Void 

31955 

1004 

31989 

760 

31820 

•  1082 

31854  ■ 

1300 

31888 

•  719 

31922 

Void 

31956 

899 

31990 

1452 

31821 

929 

31855 

1299 

31889 

1510 

31923- 

•  704 

31957  • 

791 

31991 

1280 

31822 

1446 

31856 

1298 

31890 

•  ■  512 

31924 

Void 

31958 

Void 

31992 

1295 

31823 

1088 

31857  •  ■ 

1298 

31891 

987 

31925 

•  702 

31959 

1295 

31993 

493 

31824 

1006 

31858  •  • 

•  1297 

31892 

608 

31926 

■  835 

31960 

•  987 

31994 

•  1572 

31825 

■  529 

31859 

1569 

31893 

■  •  987 

31927 

674 

31961 

•  744 

31995 

1571 

31826 

1053 

31860  •  • 

1297 

31894  • 

988 

31928 

611 

31962 

1559 

31996 

1505 

31827 

■  1007 

31861 

1569 

31895 

1060 

31929 

•  612 

31963 

■  478 

31997 

1227 

31828 

•  Void 

31862 

1569 

31896 

1035 

31930 

1004 

31964 

849 

31998 

1226 

31829 

■  ■  530 

31863- 

•  370 

31897 

581 

31931 

10O4 

31965 

986 

31998 

1226 

31830 

•  1044 

31864  ■ 

1320 

31898 

1041 

31932 

712 

31966 

605 

31831 

•  1047 

31865  ■ 

•  1320 

31899 

1040 

31933 

1004 

31967 

836 

31832 

1050 

31866  ■ 

1320 

31900 

•  1048 

31934 

1004 

31968 

1193 

31833 

531 

31867  ■  • 

1320 

31901 

•  1049 

31935 

•  •  278 

31969 

371 

31834 

993 

31868 

959 

31902 

1526 

31936 

•  277 

31970 

1328 

2482 
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The  following  indexes  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate,  Advance  Edition, 
volumes  1,  2  and  3,  and  the  Daily 
Christian  Advocate,  Daily  Report,  vol- 
ume 4,  of  the  2000  General  Conference 
Journal.  Since  the  petitions  and  calen- 
dar items  are  not  printed  in  their  en- 
tirety, the  indexed  subject  might  not 
be  immediately  apparent.  Also,  the 
headings  might  be  misleading.  The 
user  will  find  it  helpful  to  consult  the 
appropriate  paragraph  in  the  1996 
Book  of  Discipline  for  petitions  request- 
ing disciplinary  changes  and,  for  cal- 
endar items,  the  petitions  to  which 
they  refer. 


Abbreviations:  1240 

Abortion:  101, 432,  435,  478, 485,  486, 
487,  489,  490, 491, 492, 501, 502, 503, 
505,  509, 515, 528,  531, 543, 544, 557, 
1280, 1285, 1291, 1295, 1658, 1803, 
1826, 1835, 1888, 1889, 1910, 1939, 
2013,  2070,  2089,  2110,  2128,  2136, 
2148,  2149,  2157,  2243,  2414,  2463 

Abundant  living:  210 

Abuse:  animal  47,  2065,  2128;  child 
476,498,1277,1656,1658,2027, 
2065,  2074,  2231;  emotional  510, 
1803, 1896;  older  adults  299, 1802, 
1839;  racial/ethnic  741,  2149,  2243; 
sexual  208, 500,  740,  742, 1078, 
1393, 1656, 1658, 1849,  2042, 2065, 
2107,  2134,  2149,  2243;  spiritual  479, 
2073;  substance  24,  30,  97, 1848, 
1972,  2172;  women  476, 1277,  2231 
see  also  Alcohol;  Drugs;  Harass- 
ment; Sexual  Misconduct 

Accessibility:  452, 1356, 1369, 1659, 
1830, 1909, 1976,  2072,  2089,  2094, 
2151,  2168, 2223,  2284;  chancel 
1137, 1805, 1898  see  also  Disabilities, 
people  with 

Addictive  behaviors:  303 

Administration:  14 

Administration,  Office  of:  944 

Administrative  assistant,  bishop's: 
185, 1978 

Administrative  committees,  standing: 
1248, 1704;  nominations  to  1750;  of- 
ficers 1 733 

Administrative  Review  Committee: 
1007,1369,2079,2129,2139 

Adoption:  482,  487,  489,  491,  507,  533, 
556,  619, 1956, 1975, 1982,  2074, 
2149,2161,2229,2414,2469 

Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church: 
378,  439,  795,  2040;  conference  778, 
2226;  fund,  receipts  1603;  fund,  re- 
ceipts/disbursements 1610;  report 
655,  2201,  2228,  2253;  video  2201 

Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church 
Support  Group:  588 


Advance  Specials  see  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church 

Adultery:  497, 1104, 1805, 1846,  2073 

Affiliated  Autonomous  Churches/Af- 
filiated United  Churches:  16, 1147, 
1418, 1719, 1837, 1977;  representa- 
tives 2024 

Affirmation:  1862 

Affirmative  action:  212 

Africa:  27, 794, 2212,  2345, 2439  see  also 
names  of  countries 

Africa,  Hope  for  the  Children  of:  1724, 
1788, 1916 

Africa  Central  Conference:  1886, 2148 

Africa  University:  400,  611,  931, 1021, 
1030, 1031, 1861, 1957, 1986, 1993, 
2038, 2189,  2289,  2298,  2363,  2431, 
2433,  2437, 2441;  report  1866, 1931 

Africa  University  Fund:  439;  receipts 
1602;  receipts /disbursements  1607; 
report  333, 2155 

African  Americans:  46  104, 196,  207, 
209,  210,  211, 445,  618,  619,  621,  633, 
694,  785, 1020, 1030, 1046, 1056, 
1346, 1399, 1418, 1837, 1848, 1957, 
1975, 1990,  2067,  2075,  2081,  2109, 
2114,  2147,  2177,  2229  see  also  Eth- 
nic concerns;  Farmers:  African 
American 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(AME):  1403, 1921,2147 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Zion  (AMEZ):  1405, 1921,  2147 

Age-level  ministries:  198,  287, 1122, 
1964,  2085 

Agencies,  conference:  179,  778, 2064, 
2226;  meetings  176, 179, 1656, 1846, 
2008,  2065,  2088,  2261;  members 
969,  2078 

Agencies,  general:  12, 169, 171, 352, 
715,  716,  725, 1051, 1240, 1288, 1333, 
1334, 1826, 1902, 1906, 1942, 1991, 
2028,  2074,  2090, 2178, 2232,  2234, 
2314,  2326;  employment  practices 
1615;  evaluaHon  of,  622,  716,  2229; 
financial  reserves  463, 2070,  2156, 
2471;  hind  balances  1611,  2027; 
hinding  666, 717, 1329, 1966, 2148, 
2229;  grants  1574;  headquarters 
362,  714, 2057, 2232, 2447;  head- 
quarters, report  on  612, 2228;  head- 
quarters property  report  1568; 
income/expenses  1550;  meeting  ex- 
penses 1617;  meetings  437,  722,  723, 
726, 1991,  2077,  2178, 2234;  mem- 
bers 717, 718, 719, 720,  778, 1991, 
2075,  2129,  2178, 2225,  2232,  2233, 
2234,  2240,  2312, 2355, 2460, 2463; 
organization  717, 1966;  staff,  715, 
719, 721,  726,  979,  983, 1019, 1020, 
1334, 1375, 1827, 1871, 1991, 2028, 
2075, 2115,  2152,  2172,  2178, 2233, 
2234;  staff,  funding  at  General  Con- 
ference, 716,  2232;  staff  remunera- 


tion 438, 717, 2041,  2225, 2298; 
structure  447;  voting  720,  2233 

Agenda  see  General  Conference  2000: 
agenda 

Agenda  and  Calendar,  Committee  on: 
1249, 1704,  2101, 2167,  2175, 2193, 
2244, 2259,  2329, 2346, 2395, 2409, 
2410;  nominations  to  1750;  officers 
1733 

Aging:  67,  619, 1285, 1900, 1905, 1954, 
1996,  2229,  2469 

Agriculture:  27, 46, 48,  87, 94, 104, 133, 
210,  513,  619,  902, 1268, 1839, 1840, 
1842, 1872, 1903, 1954, 1965, 2049, 
2050, 2066,  2229;  sustainable  477, 
506, 1279, 1803, 1897, 2231  see  also 
Farmers;  Workers:  farm 

Agriculture  and  Rural  Development 
Initiative,  Sustainable:  792 

AIDS:  206, 505, 619, 814, 839, 1803, 
1897,  2229 

AIDS  Day  Observance,  World:  206 

AIDS  Ministry:  791 

AIDS,  Interagency  Task  Force  on:  206; 
report  814 

Alaska:  211 

Alcohol:  23,  96, 97, 113,  210,  506, 512, 
531, 532,  560,  618,  620, 713, 741, 790, 
845,  875,  949, 1034, 1285, 1378, 1819, 
1848, 1871, 1872, 1905, 1908, 1954, 
1970, 1982, 1995, 2082,  2172,  2229, 
2238, 2240, 2252,  2312,  2340;  adver- 
Hsing85, 1972 

Alcohol  and  Drug  Awareness  Sunday: 
713,2240,2312 

Alcohol  and  Drugs,  General  Commis- 
sion on:  1378, 1958, 1995, 2340 

AMAR:  1862, 1952,  2022, 2357, 2409 

American  Bible  Society:  1100,  2139 

American  Health  Security  Act:  868, 
2148 

Amnesty  International:  144, 145, 621, 
1871, 1971,  2128,  2229 

Announcements  see  General  Confer- 
ence 2000:  announcements 

Annual  Conference:  178, 179, 184, 
1344, 1789, 1920, 1983, 2026, 2036, 
2037,  2063,  2064, 2198, 2207, 2282; 
annual  session  17, 176,  956, 1836, 
2088, 2268;  boundaries  166, 2026, 
2088;  budget  360, 1295, 2069,  2090, 
2310;  meetings  1656, 2026, 2065, 
2261;  members,  clergy  162, 174, 
951, 980, 989, 1033, 1842, 1844, 1957, 
2037, 2065,  2080,  2082,  2151;  mem- 
bers, lay  162, 163, 173, 174, 175, 
1118, 1816, 1834, 1846, 1871, 1894, 
1910, 1955, 1978,  2026,  2036, 2065, 
2084, 2088,  2454,  2457;  mis- 
sion-based 1345,  2090, 2310;  provi- 
sional 173, 1847, 1941,  2008; 
purpose  173, 1841;  voting  rights 
173, 174, 175,  956, 970, 971, 972, 973, 
977,  980, 998, 1031, 1844, 1985, 1967, 
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1994,  2064, 2065,  2080,  2082,  2248, 
2249,2262,2314 

Annual  Conferences,  Consultations 
with:  report  644,  2229 

Appalachia:  208,  306, 1974 

Appeals:  734,  736,  767,  768,  770, 983, 
1027, 1338, 1339, 1364, 1367, 1826, 
2149,  2152,  2223,  2225,  2238,  2309, 
231 4,  231 5,  2458  see  also  Chargeable 
offenses;  Charges;  Complaints;  Fair 
process;  Grievance  procedures;  In- 
vestigations; Investigations,  Trials 
and  Appeals;  Trials 

Appeals,  committee  on:  771,  2314 

Appointments:  5,  359,  780, 929,  958, 
962, 968, 969,  983, 1001, 1002, 1003, 
1025, 1030, 1368, 1659, 1836, 1909, 
2027,  2078,  2090,  2129,  2137,  2152, 
2234,  2235,  2236,  2238, 2242,  2415, 
2462;  ecumenical  963, 969, 1837, 
1898, 1968, 1985, 1987, 2042,  2109; 
extension  ministries  968, 970, 999, 
1837, 1849, 1957, 1994, 2028,  2098, 
2137,  2249;  guaranteed  963, 1873, 
1909, 1986,  2013,  2109;  interim,  964, 
1986;  time  limits  964, 1844  see  also 
Itinerancy 

Apportionment  formula:  369, 374, 378, 
2027,  2192,  2443;  report  344,  2154 

Apportionments:  427, 428,  437,  463, 
468,  543, 1116,  1328, 1638, 1958, 
2039,  2046,  2070,  2072, 2156,  2312, 
2326;  choice  370, 372,  724, 1803, 
1872, 1956, 1983,  2013,  2027;  confer- 
ence 383, 1 1 17,  2084,  2341;  general 
179, 180,  322, 360, 364, 388, 426, 440, 
441, 1602, 1905, 1907, 1946, 2068, 
2069,  2071,  2090,  2110,  2111, 2154 

Arabs:  in  U.S.  116, 117,  620, 1819, 1954, 
2025,  2049,  2066,  2128,  2229 

Archives  and  History,  conference 
commission  on;  1089, 1873, 1968; 
responsibilities  1089, 1837 

Archives  and  History,  General  Com- 
mission on:  evaluation  628;  finan- 
cial review  1482;  headquarters 
property  report  1570;  income/ex- 
penses 1556;  members  1092,  2028, 
2139,  2410;  nominations  to  1748;  re- 
port 1037 

Archives  and  History,  jurisdictional 
commission  on:  1827,  2029,  2083 

Archives  Survey,  United  Methodist 
Annual  Conference:  1037 

Arichea,  Daniel,  Jr.:  2031 

Articles  of  Religion:  473,  957,  961, 
1275, 1334, 1986,  2231, 2234 

Asia:  792,  795 

Asian  American  Language  Ministry 
Study:  469,  652,  789,  876, 1957, 
2091,  2187,  2221,  2279,  2296,  2340, 
2414,  2433;  report  815, 1822, 1872, 
1992,  2089 

Asian  American  Methodists,  National 
Federation  of:  469,  1829,  2067 

Asian  Americans:  206,  469,  652,  815, 
876,  1057,  1822,  1829,  1992,  2067, 


2089,  2187, 2221, 2279, 2414  a*  also 

Ethnic  concerns 
Asylum:  156,  190, 1976,  2056 
Audit  report,  general  348,  2057,  2446 
Audits:  433,  442,  2038,  2040 
Aventuras;  408 
Awad,  Alex:  151, 618, 1802, 1838, 2229 


Bannister,  Kathryn:  2197,  2257 
Baptism:  205,  215,  219,  302,  518, 521, 
543,  705,  707, 1033, 1104, 1105, 1106, 
1107, 1135, 1333, 1681, 1795, 1801, 
1872, 1955, 1956, 1958, 1965, 1980, 
1990,  2084,  2086,  2150,  2158,  2223, 

2235,  2315,  2330,  2416,  2450;  reaffir- 
mation 303, 2057;  see  also  Sacra- 
ments 

Bashore,  George  W.:  1808 

Benefit  Trust,  General  Agency:  362, 
778, 1327, 1803,  2059 

Benefits:  390, 1299,  2156,  2413;  disabil- 
ity 397,  454, 1843;  health  and  wel- 
fare 448,  2071;  surviving  sp)ouse 
448,  2135  see  also  Pensions;  names 
of  specific  plans 

Bible  study:  593,  2228 

Biblical  age:  1292,  2231 

Bioethics  Task  Force:  1989,  2115, 2184 

Birth  control:  85, 485, 486, 509, 619, 
1903,2149,2229,2243,2414 

Bisexuahty:  742, 743, 1983 

Bishop,  Office  of  Presiding:  989, 1028, 
1986,  2236 

Bishops:  9, 15, 17,  446,  521,  551,  751, 
940, 989, 991, 992, 993, 995, 996, 997, 
998, 1000, 1034, 1288, 1344, 1368, 
1374, 1421, 1986,  2073, 2074,  2076, 
2079,  2129, 2150,  2153,  2156,  2161, 
2237,  2275,  2342;  assignment  of  167, 
1271, 1656, 1842,  2026,  2037,  2136, 
2137,  2231;  assistants  2205;  budgets 
724,  2073;  consecration  230, 264, 
945, 1985;  election  of  166, 991,  2064, 
2239;  evaluation  of  1007, 1371, 
1372, 1373,  2079,  2235;  examination 
of  166, 1842;  expenses  447, 1639, 
2038;  leave,  renewal  993,  2227, 
2235;  list  of  1 153;  memorial  service 
(&  spwuses)  1728;  number  of  166, 
1826, 1886, 1936, 1979,  2390;  num- 
ber of  in  jurisdictions/central  con- 
ferences 164, 165, 1955,  2026,  2063, 
2440;  powers  167, 1902;  responsibil- 
ities 998,  999,  2137,  2236,  2237, 
2239;  retired  171,  992, 1978, 2237; 
retirement  992, 1019, 1020, 1375, 
2152,  2239,  2314;  retiring  2424;  sala- 
ries/comf)€nsation  447, 1827,  2038, 
2040,  2356,  2407,  2447;  spouses 
2124;  tenure  172, 945, 992, 993, 
1841, 1848, 1886, 1941,  2010,  2063, 

2236,  2237;  training  1373,  2079; 
travel 

Bishops,  College  of:  997, 1371,  2079, 
2238 


Bishops,  Council  of:  997, 1100, 1805, 
1838,  2196,  2238;  ecumenical  officer 
446, 1100, 1838, 1874,  2038;  meet- 
ings 723, 1001, 1966, 1983,  2029, 
2238;  nominations  report  1747, 
2278;  president  1861, 1870, 1934; 
voting  rights  992,  2237 

Black  Americans:  445,  2067 

Black  Church,  Strengthening  for  the 
21st  Century:  207,  209,  211, 618, 
652,  785, 1030, 1346, 1911, 1956, 
1977, 1990,  2075,  2115,  2177,  2229, 
2296,  2433;  report  633,  694, 1642, 
1975,2113 

Black  College  Fund:  445, 934, 1021, 
1030, 1031,  2028,  2061, 2067, 2081, 
2289,  2363,  2415,  2431;  receipts 
1602;  receipts/disbursements  1606; 
report  331, 2090 

Black  Colleges  and  Universities:  fund 
raising  363, 1020, 1804, 1848, 2057, 
2109 

Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal: 
697 

Blind  (and  deaO  persons:  ministries 
776,821,2235 

Boy  Scouts:  see  Scouting 

Boycotts:  economic  41, 126, 620, 1871, 
1900, 1901, 1941, 2229;  media  99, 
1903 

Bread  for  the  Worid:  915, 1827, 1976, 
2030 

Brionos,  Nelinda  "Ellen"  Primavera: 
2269 

Budget,  general:  376, 436, 666, 725, 
1255, 1329, 1432,  2070,  2075, 2091, 
2148,  2229,  2289,  2295,  2340,  2355, 
2363,  2385,  2429,  2440,  2441,  2446 
see  also  Annual  conference:  budget; 
Local  church:  budget 

Business  manager  2121;  staff  2427 

Busing:  117, 620, 1802, 1838,  2229 

Buttons  see  General  Conference  2000: 
buttoiu 


Calendar:  1846, 1906, 1989,  2088, 2154, 
2239;  corrections  2089 

Calendar,  consent  see  Consent  Calen- 
dar 

Calendar,  coordinator  of:  1779,  2001, 
2329  see  also  Consent  Calendar 

California-Nevada  Annual  Confer- 
ence: 2412 

Cambodia:  795,  919, 1975 

Camping/retreating:  195 

Campus  ministry:  867,933, 1122. 1891, 
1985,  2086 

Capital  punishment:  79, 135,  514, 516, 
550, 620, 1827, 1871, 1872, 1900, 
1954, 1965, 1973, 1974, 1982, 2229 
see  also  Death  penalty 

Caribbean:  618,  792, 795,  2229 

Carey,  George  L,  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury: 2198,  2214,  2254,  2285 

Catacomb  Project:  41 1 
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Catholic  Bishops,  National  Conference 
of:  2255 

Celebrations:  services  271 

Central  America:  205 

Central  Conference,  United  States:  15 

Central  Conference  Affairs,  Commis- 
sion on:  1010, 1251, 1706,  2151, 
2410;  anniversary  2425;  nomina- 
tions to  1751,  2278 

Central  Conference  Affairs,  Commit- 
tee on;  officers  1733 

Central  Conference  Pension  Support: 
793 

Central  Conferences:  12, 15, 163, 287, 
467,  591,  599,  726,  846,  940,  993, 
1037, 1092, 1146, 1147, 1248, 1249, 
1250, 1429, 1827, 1886, 1963, 1977, 
2011,  2026,  2028,  2063,  2076,  2090, 
2129,  2139,  2147,  2150,  2226,  2261, 
2357;  delegates  164, 1794, 1846, 
2455 

Central  Congo  Annual  Conference: 
186, 1830 

Central  Jurisdiction:  1409, 1924,  2147 

Chancellor,  conference:  173, 176,  2026, 
2036,  2313 

Chaplains:  971, 1032,  2129,  2147,  2235, 
2244,  2283 

Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries,  Sec- 
tion on:  942, 1010, 1012, 1967 

Charge  Conference:  17, 175, 967, 2158, 
2383;  members  1114, 1989;  respon- 
sibilities 1115, 1116, 1970,  2046, 
2461;  voting  1114, 1891, 1958, 1989, 
2087  see  also  Church  Conference; 
Local  church 

Chargeable  offenses:  740,  741, 742, 
743,  964, 1106, 1136, 1337, 1658, 
1909, 1982, 1983,  2085,  2086, 2109, 
2136,  2149, 2224,  2243,  2315,  2458 
see  also  Appeals;  Charges;  Com- 
plaints; Fair  process;  Grievance 
procedures;  Investigations;  Investi- 
gations, Trials  and  Appeals;  Trials 

Charges:  1338,  2149  see  also  Appeals; 
Chargeable  offenses;  Complaints; 
Fair  process;  Grievance  proce- 
dures; Investigations;  Investiga- 
tions, Trials  and  Appeals;  Trials 

Chemical  Weapons  Convention:  26 

Child  Advocacy  Network:  25 

Child  advocate:  1285,  2029,  2087 

Child  Abuse  Prevention  and  Treat- 
ment Act,  Federal  (CAPTA):  2184 

Childcare:297, 1955, 1973 

Child  soldiers:  56,  872, 1803, 1819, 
1900, 1975 

Children:  24,  77,  97, 114,  208,  297,  501, 
510,  617, 620, 1285, 1724, 1896, 1908, 
1970, 1972, 1973,  2049,  2087,  2149, 
2169,  2229,  2243,  2414;  medical  care 
102,  620, 1829, 1954, 1989,  2184, 
2229;  rights  55, 1900;  rights  of  un- 
born 502, 544, 1826,  2149,  2243, 
2414  see  a/so  Families;  Parenthood; 
Young  People 

Children  and  Poverty,  Bishops'  Initia- 
tive on:  1864, 1939,  2202 


Children  of  Peace  in  Action:  29 

Children's  Day:  772, 2077 

Children's  ministries:  198 

Children's  Sabbath:  25, 208, 306, 1955, 
1973 

China,  People's  Republic  of:  27,  621, 
914,  926, 927, 1822, 1839, 1976,  2027, 
2061, 2078, 2161,  2229, 2470 

Christian  Believer:  402, 413 

Christian  conferencing:  17 

Christian  education:  195, 197,  200, 
2358  see  also  Education 

Christian  Education  Sunday:  602, 714, 
2042,  2077 

Christian  formation:  5 

Christian  living:  617,  2229 

Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(CME):  1406, 1921,2147 

Christian  Social  Action:  28 

Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  conference  committee 
on:  1089, 1873, 1968;  members  1090, 
1873,  2044 

Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  General  Commission  on: 
evaluation  629;  financial  review 
1489;  grants  1575;  headquarters 
property  report  1571;  income/ex- 
penses 1557;  members  1093, 1969; 
nominations  to  1749;  report,  1039; 
responsibilities  442,  443, 1093, 1969, 
2068,  2153;  staff  1093, 2139 

Christians:  1275,  2232 

Christmas:  305, 1828, 1980 

Chrysalis  Movement:  295, 1802, 1901 

Church:  1284, 1908,2169 

Church  and  Community  Ministry:  49, 
2093, 2414 

Church  and  Community  workers:  617, 
619,  2229 

Church  and  Society,  conference  board 
of:  39, 2025,  2037;  members  40, 1842 

Church  and  Society,  General  Board  of: 
84, 1802, 1847,  2180;  banquet  1788, 
1800;  eliminate  90, 1907, 1955, 2115, 
2180;  evaluation  626;  financial  re- 
view 1436;  financial  support;  grants 
1574;  headquarters  property  report 
1568;  income/expenses  1550;  mem- 
bers 549, 2074;  nominations  to  1747, 
1863;  report  22;  responsibilities 
1288, 1990,  2261 

Church  and  Society  Committee  (LC  1): 
1251, 1706, 1739, 1806, 1912;  officers 
1734;  report  1802, 1871, 1954,  2025, 
2128,  2179, 2405,  2469;  subcommit- 
tees 1752 

Church  and  state:  25, 135, 137,  514, 
620, 1802, 1838, 1954, 1981, 2049, 
2229,  2468 

Church  business  administrator:  426, 
1827,2039 

Church  Conference:  voting  1117, 1126, 
1958, 1989, 2084,  2085  see  also 
Charge  Conference;  Local  church 

Church  Council:  1119,  2046;  members 
1120, 1122, 2086;  responsibilities 
1121,2029,2086 


Church  growth:  211, 2434  see  also  Con- 
gregational development 

Church  Location  and  Building,  district 
boards  of:  451,  2072 

Church  Renewal  Oath:  1110, 1906, 
2029  see  also  Local  Church:  mem- 
bership vows 

Church  School:  1124, 1126, 1428,  2048, 
2085, 2095,  2223 

Church  School  Publications:  200 

Church  Women  United:  866, 1984 

Churches  Uniting  in  Christ:  957, 1848, 
1042, 2098  see  also  Consultation  on 
Church  Union... 

Circumcision:  919, 1985 

City  life:  44, 1900, 1979  see  also  Urban 
areas 

Civil  rights:  24, 137, 158, 1336,  2049, 
2149 

Classism:  506, 1905 

Clergy:  7, 169, 177, 183, 286, 428, 474, 
479, 488,  494,  495, 521, 522, 523, 524, 
525, 532, 535,  543, 549,  550, 551, 552, 
935, 950, 965, 966,  969,  977,  983, 985, 
986, 989, 1002, 1003, 1107, 1275, 
1288, 1337, 1338, 1343, 1364, 1365, 
1367, 1368, 1372, 1656, 1657, 1789, 
1802, 1805, 1816, 1826, 1827, 1834, 
1844, 1845, 1886, 1889, 1891, 1906, 
1956, 1963,  2027,  2028,  2039,  2062, 
2064,  2065,  2066,  2074,  2075,  2076, 
2078,  2080,  2093, 2135,  2137, 2139, 
2149,  2150,  2151, 2157,  2158, 2227, 
2231, 2235,  2336, 2276, 2342, 2353, 
2382, 2388;  advocates  1328, 2070; 
appointments  see  Appointments; 
associate  members  949, 950, 960, 
974,  975, 989, 1034, 1844, 1987, 2028, 
2043,  2080,  2160, 2226, 2313;  candi- 
dates 523,  945, 946,  947, 948,  949, 
951,  952,  953, 1000, 1006, 1007, 1008, 
1116, 1287, 1827, 1836, 1844, 1957, 
1958, 1985, 1986, 1994,  2041, 2042, 
2046,  2078, 2082, 2084,  2137, 2139, 
2151, 2157,  2160, 2190,  2204, 2235, 
2237, 2238,  2242, 2247,  2313, 2372, 
2388, 2389;  compensation  182, 428, 
429,  430, 453, 752, 967, 1115, 1116, 
1121, 1132, 1141, 1323, 1425, 1805, 
1841, 1901, 1910, 1958, 1995, 2058, 
2069, 2072, 2083, 2086, 2087, 2129, 
2135,  2138,  2149, 2158, 2219, 2223, 
2457,  2461;  credentials  771, 2226; 
divorce/separation  1033, 2129, 
2147;  education  961, 1023, 1031, 
1035, 1804, 1836, 1845, 1977, 1986, 
2028;  employment  status  520,  2041; 
extension  ministries  1804;  full 
members  960,  961, 962, 1837, 1987; 
health  and  fitness  359, 2447;  hous- 
ing 1121, 1323, 2058, 2086;  leave,  in- 
capacity (disability)  960, 963, 980, 
1007,  1323,1804,1848,1968,2027, 
2058,  2098,  2139, 2227;  leave,  sab- 
baHcal,  979,  2204,  2238;  leave,  spiri- 
tual renewal  978, 1844,  1848,  2098; 
leave  of  absence  979, 1363, 1372, 
1831, 2027, 2238;  leave  of  absence. 
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involuntary  952, 1364,  2150,  2238; 
licensing  946;  location,  administra- 
tive 1372, 1831;  location,  honorable 
984, 1804, 1836, 1873;  mentors  936, 
946,  977,  2028,  2044,  2078;  proba- 
tionary members  230,  269, 952, 955, 
956, 957, 958, 961, 972,1374, 1836, 
1844, 1849, 1957,  1967, 1986,  1987, 
1994,  2044,  2080,  2082,  2098,  2109, 
2129,  2204,  2237,  2248;  readmission 
988, 1372, 1804, 1831, 1836;  records, 
personnel  177, 178,  2026,  2036, 
2088,  2222;  records,  supervisory 
999,  2236;  responsibilities  1360, 
1363,  2079;  retired  184, 185,  983, 
1031, 1033, 1659, 1978,  2082,  2152, 
2242,  2462;  retirement  397,  455,  980, 
981, 982, 984, 1019, 1020, 1026, 1372, 
1375, 1831, 1891,  2030,  2080,  2129, 
2146,  2152,  2236;  suspension  987; 
transfers  970,  2027,  2042,  2237;  va- 
cation 968,  2236;  wilhdraw^al  984, 
2043,  2078,  2079;  women  940, 1387, 
1841;  voting  rights  173, 174, 175, 
183, 184, 185, 1978,  2062,  2063,  2064, 
2065  see  also  Deacons;  Elders;  Local 
pastors;  Pastor 

Clergy  Session:  175, 177,  951, 971,  989, 
1957, 1987,  2063,  2064,  2139,  2151 

Cleveland;  1630, 1863,2356 

Cleveland  Indians:  91, 1941, 1954, 
1989,2115,2119,2184 

Clinical  Pastoral  Education:  999, 2137 

Cloning:  53,  93, 100, 116,  509, 1283, 
1828, 1871, 1897, 1900, 1903, 1954, 
1989,2049,2115,2184 

COCU  see  Consultation  on  Church 
Union... 

Cokesbury:  406, 1641, 1680, 1753, 1796, 
1862, 1940,  2014;  online  401 

Cokesbury  Music  Service:  401 

Collective  bargaining:  122, 136, 513, 
620, 1802, 1839, 1872, 1981,  2049, 
2229 

Columbia:  1651,  2026,  2054 

Commissioned  Ministers:  233, 1804 

Commissioning:  232,  955,  999, 1804, 
1836,  2129, 2204,  2237,  2239;  ser- 
vices 269, 1955  see  also  Ordination 

Communications,  conference  commis- 
sion on:  425, 1091, 1873, 1896, 1968, 
1996,2471 

Communication,  General  Commission 
on:  evaluation  630;  financial  review 
1496;  nominations  to  1749;  respon- 
sibilities 1093,  2139 

Communications:  14,  28,  574,  621,  802, 
944, 1420,  2029, 2082,  2229  see  also 
Internet;  Website 

Communications,  conference  director 
of:425, 1907,  2110 

Communications,  United  Methodist: 
grants  1578;  headquarters  property 
report  1572;  income/expenses 
1564;  report  1061;  responsibilities 
1420,2082 

Communion,  Sacrament  of:  301, 1656, 
1802, 1873, 1901,  2013,  2066;  service 


213, 459, 1872, 1955, 1981  see  also 
Sacraments 

Community:  137, 185, 506, 508, 571, 
620,  1275, 1660, 1819, 1829,  1905, 
1977,  2049,  2063,  2109,  2229  see  also 
Social  Community 

Community  Developers  Program:  710, 
712 

Complaints:  783,  965,  985,  986,  987, 
988, 1343, 1364, 1367, 1371, 1372, 
1831,  2028, 2044,  2082, 2150,  2151; 
bishops,  against  993,  995, 997,  998, 
1344, 1371,  2076,  2079,  2129,  2136, 
2238  see  also  Appeals;  Chargeable 
offenses;  Charges;  Grievance  pro- 
cedures; Investigations;  Investiga- 
tions, Trials  and  App>eals;  Trials 

Comprehensive  Protection  Plan:  397, 
449,  454, 1296, 1299, 1831, 1843, 
2041,2156,2413 

Computer  Administrators,  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Annual 
Conference:  438,  2041 

Computer  information  standards:  724, 
1114,1827,2046,2226 

Concern  for  Workers  Task  Force:  122, 
1971,  2279;  report  33 

Concordat  churches:  16, 183, 184, 
1147, 1148, 1720, 1955, 1977, 1978 

Confederate  flag:  1861,  2000 

Conference  Benevolences:  426, 1 279, 
2039,  2046, 2069, 2074, 2161,  2326, 
2469 

Conference  Resourcing  Team:  1067 

Conferences  Committee  (LC  2):  1251, 
1706;  officers  1734;  report  1802, 
1871, 1955, 2008,  2026,  2172,  2261, 
241 1,  2454;  subcommittees  1752 

Confession  of  Faith:  957, 961, 1986 

Confirmation:  306, 1108, 1805, 1910, 
1980,  2169 

Conflict:  church  1379,  2053;  societal  48 
see  also  United  Methodist  Church: 
unity 

Conflict  resolution:  21 1 

Congo,  Democratic  Republic  of:  919, 
1150, 1978,  2026,  2078,  2097,  2211, 
2212,  2278, 2280,  2345, 2425 

Congregation  Resource  Centers:  695, 
702 

Congregational  development:  13, 194, 
1115, 1133, 1134, 1137, 1958, 1970, 
2096,  2141,  2154,  2331,  2400,  2403, 
2434  see  also  Church  growth 

Connectional  Issues  Study:  5,  209 

Connectional  ministries,  conference 
director  of:  178, 425,  722, 730, 1001, 
1955,  2036,  2040,  2042,  2204,  2227, 
2234 

Connectional  Ministry  Funding  Pat- 
terns Task  Force:  report  364,  2154, 
2190,  2326,  2341 

Connectional  Process  Team:  discus- 
sion groups/report  1791,  1917;  pre- 
senUtion  1264,  1726, 1729,  1731, 
1778, 1781;  report  5, 1619, 1861, 
1937, 1997,  2314;  study  773, 1653, 
1831, 1942, 2076 


Connectionalism  see  Globality,  UMC 

Conscientious  objection:  156,  620,  621, 
2056,  2229 

Consecration:  998,  2239;  service  229, 
247,  265 

Consent  Calendar:  1834, 1894, 1930, 
1963, 2036,  2101, 2126,  2133, 2175, 
2223,  2251,  2259,  2261,  2270,  2313, 
2346,  2391,  2406,  2409,  2449;  correc- 
tions 1989,  2133,  2219,  2305;  remov- 
als 1910, 1970, 1996, 2097,  2161, 
2243, 2315;  special  2222,  2310 

Constitution:  169,  730, 1275, 1290, 

1991. 2075,  2089,  2177,  2231,  2232, 
2240, 2261,  2416,  2423,  2451,  2453 

Constitutional  Convention:  621,  2229 

Consultation  on  Church  Union  and 
the  Church  of  Christ  Uniting:  49, 
95,  617,  618,  619, 1042, 1100, 1419, 
1420, 1644, 1664,  2028,  2139, 2147, 
2153,  2229  see  also  Churches 
Uniting  in  Christ 

Constitution:  162, 1903;  amendments 
169,709 

Contraception  see  Birth  control 

Contractors:  451,  2070 

Cooperative  Parish  Ministries:  39,  207, 
780,799,1141,1142,1143,1144, 
2045, 2062,  2088,  2234;  report  on 
608,2228 

Corporations:  512, 1990,2311 

Corrections:  1690, 1751, 1805, 1863, 
2116,2360 

Correlation  and  Editorial  Revision, 
Committee  on:  1249,  1705,  2452; 
nominations  to  1750;  officers  1733 

Council  Director,  conference:  425, 662, 
722, 729,  730, 1001, 2039,  2042,  2204, 
2226,  2227, 2229, 2234,  2237 

Council  Directors,  National  Associa- 
tion of  Conference:  report  645, 2229 

Council  on  Ministries,  conference: 
members  1090, 1874,2044 

Council  on  Ministries,  General:  18, 
725,  729,  776,  777, 781, 1334, 1335, 
1336, 1686, 1942, 2042,  2059, 2060, 

2075. 2076,  2161, 2271, 2316, 2460; 
financial  review  1518;  headquarters 
property  report  1572;  income/ex- 
penses 1561;  members  728,  729, 
2226,  2241,  2311,  2315,  2460;  nomi- 
nations to  1747;  organization  578; 
report  565,  576, 1856, 1911,  2001, 

21 1 1, 2228;  responsibilities  726, 

2226;  staff  729,  2234 
Council  on  Ministries,  jurisdictional: 

292, 1834 
Counseling,  lesbians  and  gay  men:  84, 

2075 
Courtesies  and  Privileges,  Committee 

on:  1249, 1705,  2102;  nominations 

to  1750;  officers  1733 
Covenant  communities:  6 
Covenant  Council,  General  18,  673, 

677,  678,  708,  715,  716, 723,  725,  729, 

777, 1335, 1336, 1686, 1937, 1942, 

2059,  2075,  2076, 2161,  2271, 2316; 
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membership  19, 727, 2075;  staff  726, 
2075 

Covenant  councils:  9;  local  church  10; 
Central  Conference  10;  Global  Min- 
istry 1 1 

Covenant  discipleship:  198 

Covenant  leadership:  5 

Covenant  relationships:  482,  491,  498, 
517,  522,  947,  955,  958,  962, 1789, 
1849, 1920,  2073,  2074,  2094,  2098, 
2160,  2161,  2207,  2388,  2469  see  also 
Marriage;  Relationships,  same  sex 
living;  Same  sex  unions 

Covenanting  churches:  16 

Creation:  39,  218, 528,  905, 1816, 1847, 
1956, 1957, 1992,  2073,  2128,  2180, 
2187 

Creation,  Festival  of  God's:  213 

Creationism:  101,2144 

Credentials,  Committee  on:  1250, 
1705;  nominations  to  1750;  officers 
1733 

Credit  card,  UMC:  358,  2090,  2447 

Crime:  24,  77,  2049;  restitution  for  95, 
1903;  victims  62,  621,  2027,  2060, 
2229 

Criminal  justice:  62,  73, 138,  515,  539, 
621, 1635, 1646, 1819, 1872, 1965, 
1974,  2051,  2060,  2065, 2229,  2468 
see  also  Penal  system;  Prisons;  Re- 
storative justice 

Criminal  Justice  and  Mercy  Ministries 
Institute:  842 

Criminal  Justice  and  Mercy  Ministries 
Institute,  Global:  214 

Criminal  Justice  and  Mercy  Ministries 
Network,  Southeastern  Jurisdic- 
tional: 76 

Crisis  in  the  Cities  Missional  Priority: 
211 

Cross  and  Flame:  437,  2070 

Crusade  Scholarship  Program:  712, 
800,1891,2077 

Cuba:  26,  401 

Curriculum:  402, 411 


Daili/  Christian  Advocate:  advance  edi- 
tion 734, 1257, 1835, 1873,  2118, 
2321,2395,2398,2472 

Daily  Christian  Advocate,  2000;  2118, 
2395;  editor  2203,  2427;  errata  1635 

Database  see  Computer  information 
standards;  United  Methodist 
Church:  database,  membership 

Dating:  286, 1990 

Deaconess:  162,  2065;  appointments 
163,  2030,  2065 

Deaconess  Vision  2000:  791 

Deacons:  174,  429,  519,  941,  955,  956, 
957, 958, 1000, 1003, 1027, 1034, 
1116, 1287, 1359, 1804, 1836, 1845, 
1849, 1982, 1986,  2026, 2027,  2037, 
2041,  2078, 2080,  2084, 2098,  2109, 
2135,  2151,  2227;  ordination  230, 
239,  247, 254;  transitional  956, 2151 


Deacons  and  Diaconal  Ministries,  Sec- 
tion of:  941, 1014, 1967 

Deaf  Community  for  the  New  Cen- 
tury, Strengthening  the  Connection 
with  the  Greater:  880, 1993 

Deaf,  Ministry  to  the:  790 

Deaf  Ministries,  National  Committee 
on:  206, 821, 880, 1993,  2187,  2297, 
2433 

Deaf  persons:  ministries  776,  821,  880, 
1993,  2200,  2235 

Death  penalty:  515, 1636, 1647, 1982, 
2051;  moratorium  49, 1955, 1973, 
2025  see  also  Capital  punishment 

Debt:  clergy  1023, 1031, 1035, 173, 183, 
1816, 1841, 1887, 1957, 1977, 1986, 
2026,  2048,  2063,  2437;  global  123, 
620, 1899, 1954,  2117,  2229;  Latin 
America  902, 1356, 1954, 2025, 2050, 
2117 

Decolonization:  31 

Dedication,  infant/child:  302, 1135, 
1874,1980,2315 

Definitions /codes:  1626 

Delegates,  2000:  1625, 1666, 1800;  al- 
phabetical 1165;  by  conference 
1175;  Central  Conferences  2118; 
changes  1682;  expenses  1725;  fami- 
lies 1863,  2122,  2201,  2284, 2285, 
2359;  seating  1155, 1632, 1668; 
women  2199;  youth  1868 

Demonstrations:  2195,  2196,  2198, 
2213,  2260,  2275,  2276, 2353,  2368, 
2376,  2409 

Dempster  Fellowship:  941 

Dependent  care:  619, 2229 

Detroit  Free  Press:  41, 1871, 1900 

Detroit  Neivs:  41, 1871, 1900 

Diaconal  ministers:  941, 989, 1000, 
1019, 1369, 1374, 2080, 2136, 2139, 
2151,  2227;  consecration  247;  re- 
cords, personnel  177, 178,  2036, 
2088,  2222 

Diaconal  Ministry:  942 

Dictionary  of  Biblical  Interpretation: 
413 

Dioxin:  89, 1653, 1954, 2025,  2051, 
2066,2128 

Disability  Awareness  Sunday:  603, 
710, 714,  2042,  2077,  2444,  2446 

Disability  Concerns,  conference  com- 
mittee on:  181, 1834,  2036 

Disabilities,  people  with:  179, 181,  205, 
206,  207, 512,  519, 707, 722,  929, 948, 
954, 1000, 1009, 1130, 1137, 1140, 
1288, 1356, 1369, 1658, 1659, 1791, 
1802, 1803, 1804, 1830, 1834, 1836, 
1846, 1896, 1898, 1908, 1909, 1956, 
1958, 1966, 1976, 1990, 1994,  2008, 
2026,  2027,  2042,  2044, 2045,  2071, 
2086,  2089,  2094,  2137, 2150,  2151, 
2169,  2179, 2185,  2186,  2190,  2221, 
2223,  2261, 2284;  mental  205, 207  see 
also  Accessibility 

Disability,  conference  joint  committee 

on:  430 
Disaster  Response  Committee:  856. 
1966 


Discernment  method:  545, 2073 

Disciple  Bible  Study:  402, 1948 

Discipleship:  529,  2231;  accountable 
290, 1894;  Christian  289, 1894;  for- 
mation 282,  2170 

Discipleship  Committee  (LC  3):  1251, 
1706;  officers  1734;  report,  1802, 
1871, 1955,  2007, 2027,  2170, 2332, 
2334;  subcommittees  1752 

Discipleship,  conference  board  of:  283, 
1907,1963,2170 

Discipleship,  General  Board  of:  28/, 
726, 1964, 1983;  evaluation  626;  fi- 
nancial review  1442;  grants  1575; 
headquarters  property  report  1569; 
income/expenses  1551;  meetings 
206;  members  287, 1816, 1990;  nom- 
inations to  1747;  report  192;  respon- 
sibilities 287, 714, 1847, 2008,  2042, 
2334 

Discipleship  Ministries  Unit:  193 

Discipleship  Resources:  199 

Discipline,  Book  of:  162, 170, 182,  468, 
774,  780,  964, 1256, 1342, 1343, 1429, 
1659, 1816, 1841, 1862, 1903, 1906, 
1920, 1977,  2069, 2088, 2093, 2149, 
2222, 2231, 2232;  Hausa  translation 
213;  index  1329,  2069;  name  784, 
2232 

Discrimination:  101, 1900,  2073 

District:  mission-based  1345, 2090, 
2310 

District  of  Columbia:  46, 148, 621, 
2051, 2052,  2229  see  also  Washing- 
ton D.C. 

District  Superintendency,  committee 
on:  1009, 2082 

District  Superintendents:  8,  662, 726, 
940,  991, 992, 999, 1008, 1983,  2129, 
2136, 2229, 2235, 2237, 2239;  elec- 
tion/selection of  999, 1000, 1368, 
2236, 2239;  leave,  sabbatical  1000, 
2137;  responsibilities  1000, 1002, 
1368, 2137,  2227,  2236;  retirement 
1019;  tenure  1000, 2236;  training 
1373,2079 

Diversity:  1070, 1122, 1422,  2083,  2086; 
training  1036,  2028,  2094, 2222,  2355 

Divorce:  96,  205, 495, 1907, 2128,  2157, 
2180,  2312 

Doctrinal  Standards:  213, 216,  290, 
473,  474,  518,  521,  525, 544,  617,  743, 
998, 1010, 1102, 1106, 1114, 1115, 
1275, 1334, 1396, 1640, 1846, 1847, 
1889, 1989,  2008,  2081,  2083,  2084, 
2204,  2229,  2230,  2231,  2232, 2234, 
2239,  2468  see  also  Tradition 

Doctrine:  discourse  5, 16 

Domestic  partners:  435,  2070 

Domestic  surveillance:  139,  621, 1802, 
1838, 2229 

Donor  Sabbath,  National:  102, 1871, 
1971 

Draft:  156,  2056 

Drugs:  23, 97, 113,  210, 511, 512, 532, 
618,  620, 713,  790,  845,  875, 1285, 
1378, 1651, 1819, 1848, 1871, 1872, 
1905, 1908, 1970, 1995, 2025,  2054, 
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2169,  2172,  2229,  2240, 2252,  2312, 
2340 
Dying,  care  for  the:  63, 101, 112,  504, 
1872, 1897, 1905,  2066,  2128,  2148, 
2154,  231 1  see  also  Health  care 


Earth  Day  s*"!"  Festival  of  God's  Cre- 
ation/Earth Day 

East  Africa  Church  Initiative:  793 

East  Timor:  921,  2027,  2060, 2219 

Easter  295,  301,  773, 1802, 1843, 1901. 
1983 

Ecclesiastical  disobedience:  518,  2231 

Economic  development:  188,  2109 

Economic  justice:  27, 118, 123, 158, 
620,  1645, 1803, 1871, 1901, 1971, 
2117,2229 

Economics:  513, 904, 1872, 1981, 2241 
see  also  Boycotts:  economic;  Sanc- 
tions: economic 

EcuFilm:  1072 

Ecumenical  officer:  175, 1846,  2008; 
conference  1090, 1873, 1968 

Ecumenical  shared  ministry:  1042, 
1141,  1143,2062,2088 

Ecumenism:  5, 14, 16,  45, 49, 95, 175, 
442,  443,  473,  618, 619, 620, 800, 963, 
1039, 1093, 1099, 1100, 1396, 1397, 
1418,  1419, 1420,  1640, 1659, 1664, 
1837, 1838, 1841, 1845, 1846, 1873, 
1874, 1892, 1898, 1969, 1977, 1988, 
2008,  2068, 2120,  2129, 2139,  2147, 
2152,  2153,  2197,  2198, 2229,  2230, 
2231,  2239,  2254,  2432;  awards  2197, 
2257  see  also  Interreligious  relation- 
ships 

Education:  15, 101, 135,  211, 1022, 
1840,  2049,  2144;  sex  500,  2204, 
2231;  UMC,  institutions  of  1009; 
public  137, 514, 536,  620, 935, 1819, 
1956,  2049,  2091,  2204, 2227,  2229, 
2355,  2468;  theological  685  see  also 
Christian  education;  Higher  Educa- 
tion 

Education:  the  Gift  of  Hope:  1022, 1804, 
1840 

Elderly:  206, 617, 2229  see  also  Older 
adults 

Elders:  247,  618, 939, 949, 950, 959, 
1000,  1001, 1034, 1287, 1804, 1844, 
1845, 1956, 1982,  2080,  2227, 2229, 
2235;  ordinaHon  230,  239,  247,  259, 
960,  961,  1836,  1987  see  also  Clergy 

Elders  and  Local  Pastors,  Section  of: 
939,  1015,  1967;  responsibilities 
1015,2151 

Elections:  U.S.  97, 98, 1954,  2050,  2066, 
2128 

Embargoes/blockades:  151, 1802, 
1847,2179 

Emmaus  Ministry  see  Walk  to 
Emmaus 

Employment:  60,  70,  78,  119, 129, 1839, 
1900, 1901,  2110,  2178,  2331;  lay 
health  and  fitness  359,  929,  2090, 
2447;  policies  439,  1907 


Energy  policy:  105,  478,  619,  1279, 
1872, 1900,  1909,  2229,  2260 

English  language:  112, 1901, 1903  see 
also  Language 

Environment:  27,  39, 89, 105,  111,  131, 
157, 213,  474,  477,  510, 572,  619, 905 
1121, 1123, 1276, 1279, 1652, 1653, 
1802, 1803, 1816, 1819, 1847, 1871, 
1872, 1897, 1900, 1901, 1908, 1954, 
1958, 1992, 1995,  2025, 2051,  2066, 
2086,  21 15,  2169,  2180, 2187,  2229, 
2231,  2310,  2330;  stewardship  of 
106, 1816, 1900  see  fl/so  Pesticides; 
Recycling;  Water  usage 

Environmental  Justice  Network:  27 

Episcojjacy,  conference  committee  on: 
members  1007, 1008,  2082,  2235 

Episcopacy,  Interjurisdictional  Com- 
mittee on:  nominations  to  1237;  of- 
ficers 1944 

Episcopacy,  jurisdictional  committee 
on:  1271, 1373, 1842,  2079 

Episcopal  address:  1246, 1629, 1692, 
1780 

Episcopal  areas:  165, 166, 2063,  2088, 
2310 

Episcopal  Church  USA:  1043 

Episcopal  Fund:  446,  2039,  2156, 2289, 
2363,  2407,  2415,  2432, 2440;  juris- 
dictional 724,  2148;  receipts  1602; 
receipts/disbursements  1605;  re- 
port 334,  2090 

Episcopal  Residence  Committee:  430, 
2040 

Episcopate,  Historic:  1421,' 2029, 2153 

Equitable  Comp)ensation,  conference 
commission  on:  429,  2039,  2072 

Equitable  Comf)ensation  Fund:  428, 
429, 967,  2027,  2040, 2072, 2135, 
2158,2219,2461 

Ethics:  investment  127, 1839 

Ethnic  concerns:  199,  211,  214,  570, 
61 1, 647, 694, 816, 901, 935, 939, 
1036, 1050, 1070, 1080, 1094, 1283, 
1398, 1644, 1803, 1841, 1896, 1911, 
1985,  2044,  2051,  2094,  2185,  2278, 
2462  see  also  Racial  concerns;  Rac- 
ism; names  of  specific  groups 

Ethnic  Local  Church  Concerns  Com- 
mittee: 214 

Ethnic  Local  Church  Concerns  Sup- 
port Group:  589;  report  647,  2229 

Ethnic  Local  Church  Grants  Program: 
29 

Europe:  1024, 1994,  2246,  2297, 2433, 
2442;  eastern  794, 2333,  2399;  south- 
ern 1149, 1970 

Euthanasia:  482, 1905 

Evangelical  Association:  1787,  1850 

Evangelical  doctnnes,  Wesleyan:  954 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America:  1043 

Evangelical  Missionary  Conference: 
778, 1341,  2026,  2154,  2355,  2410 

Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church: 
1787,  1850 

Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church:  A 
Historical  Sampler.  1739 


Evangelicals,  General  Commission  on 

the  Status  and  Role  of:  777,  1956, 

1982 
Evangelicals,  National  Association  of: 

1420,2028,2139,2153 
Evangelism:  194, 197,  296,  555,  618, 

952,  953, 954, 1074, 1829, 1990, 2066, 

2094,  2137,  2151,  2229, 2311, 2334, 

2460 
Evangelist:  288,  967, 1845, 1909, 1964, 

2189 
Evangelization:  793 
Evil:  954, 1826,  2082 
Evolution:  101,  2128,  2144 
Exploitation,  sexual  see  Abuse:  sexual 
Extension  ministries:  430,  2039 


Fair  process:  735, 739, 970, 1336, 1364, 
1987, 2149,  2151  see  also  Appeals; 
Complaints;  Grievance  procedures; 
Investigations;  Investigations, 
Trials  and  Apfjeals;  Trials 

Faith  and  order.  General  Committee 
on:  551,  2204,  2240,  2392, 2397 

Faith  and  Order  Committee  (LC  4): 
1252, 1707, 1939;  officers  1734;  re- 
port, 1803, 1871, 1956,  2027, 2128, 
2169,  2185,  2186, 2204,  2252,  2260, 
2347,  2368,  2374,  2392,  2397,  2414; 
subcommittees  1752 

Faith  and  Values  Channel:  1065 

Faith  Sharing  Initiative:  194, 197 

FaithQuest:  195 

Families:  24, 86, 198,  617, 1027, 1658, 
1843, 1985,  2074, 2161, 2229, 2469 
see  also  Children;  Parenthood 

Farmers:  513, 1268, 1965,  2050;  African 
American  46, 104, 1802, 1839, 1843 
see  also  Agriculture;  Workers:  farm 

Festival  of  God's  Creation/Earth  Day: 
27 

Finance:  14 

Finance  and  Administration,  confer- 
ence council  on:  425, 2039;  mem- 
bers 425, 1803, 1907,  2110; 
responsibilities  425, 1816, 1827, 
2039,  2068 

Finance  and  Administration,  General 
Council  on:  1335,  2076,  2361;  bud- 
get 361,  2090,  2293;  financial  review 
1506;  general  secretary  report  1432; 
headquarters  property  report  1571; 
income/expenses  1560;  incorpora- 
tion; members  387,  431,  432, 1943, 
2069,  2070,  2091, 2341,  2410;  nomi- 
nations to  1747,  1863;  organization 
431,  2039;  referrals  to  2295;  report 
309,  1430,  1956,  2027,  2190,  2429;  re- 
sponsibilities 432,  435, 436, 437, 
1835, 1910,  2041, 2068,  2070,  2089, 
2090,2091,2110,2340 

Finance,  local  committee  on:  1133, 
2095,2222 

Financial  Administration  Committee 
(LC  5):  1252,  1707;  officers  1734,  re- 
port 1803, 1872. 1956,  2027, 21 10, 
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2332, 2340, 2385, 2407, 2413,  2415, 
2434;  subcommittees  1752 

Financial  Appeals,  Special 

Churchwide:  440,  2071,  2133, 2219 

Focus  2000:  see  Mission  Initiatives/Fo- 
cus 2000 

Food:  48,  474, 1276, 1872, 1897,  2066, 
2128,  2310 

Foundations,  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist:  1136,  2048 

Forests:  474 

Fornication:  1104, 1805, 1846 

Fort  Laramie  Treaty:  621,  2229 

Fulfilling  Christ's  Mission  in  the  Life 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church: 
567,  593,  642,  668, 1911,  2002, 2228 

Fuller,  Millard:  1792, 1852 

Funds,  general  see  General  Funds 

Future,  Forum  on  the:  597 

Futuring:  672 


Gambling:  27, 123,  213, 553, 611,  618, 
905, 1269, 1871, 1901, 1971, 1981, 
2229,2241,2360,2405 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary:  446, 
2435 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi- 
nary: 1801 

Gender:  33,  495, 496,  509, 510, 511, 784, 
1000, 1281, 1283, 1285, 1897,  2073, 
2074,  2075,  2092,  2093, 2137,  2149, 
2161,  2243,  2379,  2414, 2469 

General  Administration  Fund:  2289, 
2291, 2363,  2432;  receipts  1602;  re- 
ceipts/disbursements 1605;  rejwrt 
341,2038 

General  Administration/Judicial  Ad- 
ministration (LC  6):  1252;  officers 
1734;  report  1803,  2177,  2271;  sub- 
committees 1752 

General  Church:  structure  5 

General  Conference:  14, 161,  2063, 
2064,  2161;  budget,  2001-2004  1244; 
child  care  1248;  communications 
1073;  delegates  161, 163, 164, 167, 
168, 169, 184, 301, 1802, 1842, 1846, 
1886, 1910, 1955, 1989,  2009,  2026, 
2062,  2063,  2065,  2088,  2089,  2133, 
2198,  2222,  2263,  2282, 2298,  2391, 
2433,  2455;  delegates,  expenses 
1256;  financial  proposals  359,  2090, 
2447;  meetings  723, 1966, 1983, 
2457;  petitions  169, 182,  781, 1802, 
1834, 1841,  2089,  2234, 2261,  2287; 
presiding  officers  1257;  resolutions 
171, 172, 1903,  2148;  schedule  1257; 
voting  171,  783, 1842,  2234;  wor- 
ship 1806 

see  also  Delegates  2000;  General  Con- 
ference 2000;  Legislative  Commit- 
tees; Petitions  2000 

General  Conference,  Commission  on: 
1703, 1721,  2282;  election;  members 
438, 1153, 1247, 2041,  2410;  nomina- 
tions to  1751;  report  1242 


General  Conference,  2000:  545,  2073; 
agenda  1619, 1675, 1731, 1787, 1860, 
1940,  2012, 2115,  2196,  2276;  an- 
nouncements 1632, 1677, 1741, 
1797, 1868, 1944,  2019,  2117,  2206, 
2283;  bishop's  reception  1677, 1678; 
buttons  1790;  concert  2018;  cookies 
1798, 1861,  2280;  ecumenical  guests 
2126;  greetings  1622, 1720, 1793;  in- 
clusiveness  monitoring  1679, 1740, 
1790, 1864, 1949,  2016,  2122,  2205, 
2285,  2358,  2359;  offerings  1723, 
1788, 1855, 1916, 1999,  2329,  2343; 
prayer  concerns  1799, 1870, 1951, 
2014,  2017, 2100,  2126,  2202,  2278, 
2361;  schedule  1151;  tours  1620; 
worship  services  1633, 1675, 1676, 
1716, 1743, 1801, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1860, 1882, 1921, 1959, 2030,  2130, 
2214,  2301,  2364,  2473  see  also  Con- 
sent Calendar;  Delegates,  2000; 
Legislative  Committees;  Petitions 
2000;  names  of  specific  commit- 
tees/commissions/offices 

General  Conference,  2004: 1725, 2472 

General  Funds:  427, 428, 432,  439, 465, 
467, 716, 1093, 1638, 1827, 2038, 
2039, 2040,  2068,  2072, 2139,  2232, 
2289, 2363;  directives  report  350, 
2091,  2447;  number  of  377;  receipts 
377, 1946;  receipts/disbursements 
,    1 604  see  also  names  of  specific 
funds 

General /Judicial  Administration 
Committee  (LC  5):  1252, 1707;  re- 
port 1956,  2416,  2449, 2459 

General  Rules:  965, 1106, 1115, 1905, 
1989,  2083 

Genetic  science:  116, 1283, 1897, 1954, 
2025,  2049;  report  on  27 

Genetic  Science  Task  Force:  28 

Genocide:  151 

Giving:  1068  see  also  Stewardship; 
Tithing 

Global  Conference:  14,  467, 543, 1827, 
2076 

Global  Consultation:  34 

Global  Experience:  642 

Global  Gathering:  801 

Global  Health  Care  Facilities  Renova- 
tion: 792 

Global  Ministries  Committee  (LC  7): 
1253, 1707;  officers  1734;  report 
1803, 1872, 1957,  2098, 2129,  2171, 
2185,  2186, 2413,  2470;  subcommit- 
tees 1752 

Global  Ministries,  conference  board 
of:  865,  2235 

Global  Ministries,  conference  secre- 
tary of:  865, 1966 

Global  Mitustries,  General  Board  of: 
723, 2075;  evaluation  627;  financial 
report  803;  financial  review  1452; 
grants  1579;  headquarters  property 
report  1569;  income/expenses 
1552;  location,  870,  912, 1993, 2187, 
2314;  members  865, 1985, 2410; 
nominations  to  1747;  organization 


788;  regional  offices  793;  report  787; 
responsibilities  865, 866, 1985,  2093, 
2313 

Global  Nature  of  The  United  Method- 
ist Church  Study:  5  see  also  United 
Methodist  Church:  global  nature  of 

Globality,  UMC  see  United  Methodist 
Church:  global  nature  of 

Globalization:  54, 120, 1900, 1901 

Golden  Cross  Sunday:  602,  714, 2042, 
2077 

Gonzalez,  Elian,  case:  2180 

Gordon-Conwell  Theological  Semi- 
nary: 1035,  2081 

Grace  Upon  Grace:  550, 1956, 2313 

Grand  juries:  142,  621, 1954, 2025, 
2049,  2229 

Greed:  497,  2073 

Grievance  procedures:  1365, 2151  see 
also  Appeals;  Chargeable  offenses; 
Charges;  Complaints;  Investiga- 
tions; Investigations,  Trials  and 
Appeals;  Trials 

Guns:  142, 143, 618, 621, 1802, 1838, 
1842, 1907, 1954, 2115,  2116, 2181, 
2229  see  also  Police:  firearms; 
WeafKjns 

H 

Habitat  for  Humanity:  1788, 1792, 
1852,1999,2176 

Hale,  Joseph  R.:  2120, 2258 

HANA  Scholarships:  935 

Handy  Missioner:  see  Missioner, 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  Young 
Adult 

Harassment:  racial  1398, 1804, 1841; 
sexual  212, 482, 620, 739, 1078, 
1082, 1383, 1872, 1909, 1954, 2025, 
2048, 2073, 2222, 2224,  2229, 2315 
see  also  Abuse:  sexual;  Sexual  Mis- 
conduct 

Hard  of  hearing  persons:  ministries 
776,  821 

Hate:  acts  of  80, 507, 508, 1283,  2074, 
2128, 2136,  2142, 2161, 2243, 2469; 
crimes  87, 1398, 1804, 1841, 2026, 
2051;  groups  116,  620, 1802, 1838, 
2197,2229 

Healing  and  Caring  Ministries:  915, 
1985 

Health:  25, 620, 920, 929, 1802, 1957, 
1976,  2128,  2229, 2357  see  also 
Health  care 

Health  and  Fitness,  Study  Commis- 
sion for  Matters  of:  report  929 

Health  and  Relief  Unit:  financial  re- 
view 1461 

Health  and  Welfare  Ministries:  915, 
1985;  financial  review  1465, 1470; 
income/expenses  1552 

Health  care:  63, 112, 114, 157,  206,  213, 
530, 792,  800, 867, 868, 921, 1648, 
1838, 1954, 1956, 1976,  2025, 2049, 
2051, 2066,  2091,  2148, 2312;  repro- 
ductive 101, 2128,  2154, 2311  see 
also  Dying,  care  of;  Health 
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Health  insurance:  68,  70, 118, 1900, 
2049 

Heritage  Landmarks:  1037, 1089, 1093, 
1804,  1837 

Heritage  Sunday:  602,  713,  714,  2077, 
2093,2316,2319 

Higher  education:  9,  620, 1 122, 1359, 
1988,  2086,  2229;  UMC,  institutions 
of  531,  532,  560, 1009, 1011, 1020, 
1021, 1022, 1034, 1369, 1840, 1871, 
1905, 1908, 1949, 1957,  2028,  2081, 
2082,  2109,  2151,  2252;  women 
1022, 1804, 1840  see  fl/so  Education; 
Theology,  schools  of 

Higher  Education,  Division  of:  933 

Higher  Education  and  Campus  Minis- 
try, conference  board  of:  1004, 2044, 
2139 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry  Com- 
mittee (LC  8):  1253, 1708;  officers 
1734;  report,  1804, 1872, 1957,  2010, 
2027, 2098,  2129,  2189, 2204,  2246, 
2342,  2387,  2415,  2460;  subcommit- 
tees 1752 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  Gen- 
eral Board  of:  173,  288, 1964,  2151; 
evaluation  628;  firwncial  review 
1473;  headquarters  property  report 
1569;  income/ expenses  1554;  nomi- 
.  nations  to  1748;  report  931;  respon- 
sibilities 945, 1009, 1020, 1659, 1836, 
1986,2044,2081,2109 

Hispanic  Americans:  905, 1058, 1799, 
1975  see  also  Ethnic  concerns; 
MARCHA 

Hispanic  Ministries,  cor\ference  com- 
mittee on:  883, 1823 

Hisparuc  Ministries,  National  Plan  for: 
26,  29, 196,  206,  651, 790, 868, 883, 
903, 1984,  2125,  2187,  2296,  2433;  re- 
port 659,  831, 1823, 1992,  2163,  2228 

Historic  Sites:  1037, 1089, 1804, 1837 

Historical  Statement:  1343,  2231 

HIV:  206, 436, 505, 839, 1803, 1897, 
2135,  2385 

Holland,  Beverly:  2283 

Holocaust:  2028,  2147 

Holy  Boldness:  186,  205,  799,  2060 

Holy  Land:  tours  923,  1840 

Holy  Union  see  Same  sex  unions 

Homosexual  Study  Committee:  776, 
2075 

Homosexual  unions  see  Same  sex  un- 
ions 

Homosexuality:  84, 145, 163, 213, 303, 
305,  306,  425,  437,  447,  451,  459,  467, 
473, 478, 479,  480, 481, 482,  483, 484, 
485,  488,  489,  490,  491 ,  493,  494,  496, 
497, 498.  499, 500,  501, 505, 508, 509, 
510, 51 1,  519,  521, 522,  523,  524, 525, 
527, 5?9,  531, 532, 533,  536,  543,  544, 
546, 5  S,  549, 551, 553,  554, 557,  559, 
740, 7  2,  7!3, 773, 776, 946, 947, 948, 
949,'  ',962,964,965,966,971, 

992,  04,1115,1141,1146, 

1280  .282,1283,1284,1285, 

1288  .291, 1292, 1644, 1657, 

1658  1744, 1804, 1805, 1826, 


1828, 1830, 1832, 1845, 1846, 1847, 
1849, 1870, 1871, 1873, 1887, 1889, 
1909, 1943, 1952, 1958, 1971, 1977, 
1978, 1980, 1983, 1987, 1994,  2011, 
2013,  2022,  2023,  2027,  2028,  2042, 
2067,  2069,  2071,  2073,  2074,  2075, 
2083,  2090,  2092,  2093, 2098,  2109, 
2127,  2128,  2134,  2135,  2149,  2150, 
2154,  2155,  2157,  2158,  2160,  2180, 
2231,  2235,  2237, 2242,  2243,  2248, 
2275,  2276,  2278,  2313,  2314,  2335, 
2342,  2347,  2353,  2357,  2368,  2372, 
2377,  2379,  2381,  2382,  2388,  2389, 
2459,  2468;  funding  to  promote  436, 
438, 467, 1803, 1816, 1827, 1847, 
1939, 1989,  2068,  2135, 2385,  2386, 
2387;  moratorium  2195,  2276, 2369 
see  also  Demonstrations 

Housing:  70, 115, 128, 620, 1900,  2026, 
2054,  2229 

Host  Committee:  1154, 1621, 2280, 
2283,  2428 

Huie,  Janice  Riggle:  1882 

Human  cells:  100, 1828, 1989, 2115, 
2184 

Human  life:  1276,  2231 

Human  Relations  Day:  441,  710,  712, 
772,  2038,  2077, 2155,  2443;  fund, 
receipts/disbursements  1608 

Human  rights:  24, 49,  50,  54,  61,  92; 
127, 144, 145, 146, 158,  209,  517, 916, 
917, 1828, 1848, 1871, 1900, 1903, 
1971,  2050,  2055,  2056,  2074,  2089, 
2098,2161,2469,2470. 

Human  sexuality:  483, 490, 491, 496, 
497, 498.  500, 509, 51 1, 533, 543, 
1282, 1290, 1905,  2073, 2074,  2075, 
2157,2161,2469 

Human  welfare:  24 

Hunger:  60,  797, 915, 1827, 1864, 1900, 
1976,  2030,  2357 

Hunting:  47, 2065 

Hurricane  Floyd:  2339 

Hymnal:  456, 458, 459, 468, 801, 1872, 
1980, 1981, 2067;  Korean-English 
288, 456, 457,  2007,  2027,  2037,  2057 

I 

Igniting  Ministry:  1064, 1377, 1395, 
1804, 1840, 2297,  2433;  report  1074, 
2340 

Immigration:  91, 134, 139, 145, 190, 
1025, 1900, 1954, 1971, 1976,  2129, 
2242,2415 

Immigration  Project:  26 

Immigrants:  189;  to  U.S.  91,  94, 145, 
1654,1954,1971,2025 

Impunity:  57,  1900 

Incapacity  Leave  Committee,  confer- 
ence: 430,  2068 

Inclusiveness:  519,  520, 531, 546, 705, 
706, 707,  773,  775,  958, 962, 1008, 
1113, 1114, 1122, 1287, 1368, 1637, 
1802, 1804, 1805, 1816, 1836, 1837, 
1970, 1984, 1988,  2043,  2074,  2075, 
2086,  2150,  2157,  2158,  2231, 2313, 
2330,  2418,  2419,  2450,  2468  see  a/so 


General  Conference  2000:  inclu- 
siveness monitoring 

Independent  Commissions  Committee 
(LC  9):  1253,  1708;  officers  1734;  re- 
port 1804, 1873, 1958,  2028,  2129, 
2337, 2340,  2398,  2471;  subcommit- 
tees 1753 

India:917, 1804, 1840 

India,  Methodist  Church  of:  183, 1955, 
1978 

Indian  Health  Services:  114, 620, 1954, 
2025, 2049,  2229 

Indigenous  peoples:  57, 153, 1900, 
2027,  2056;  Americas  92, 620, 1954, 
2050,  2229;  U.S.  113,  906, 1975, 
2025, 2049 

Indochina:  919, 1872, 1975 

Indochinese  Americans:  103, 1974 

InfoServ:  1071 

Inner  City  Development  Program:  792 

Insignia,  UMC:  use  of  437, 2070 

Instruments:  235 

Insurance  see  Health  insurance 

Interdenominational  Cooperation 
Fund:  443,  445,  1099, 1418,  1969, 
1988,  2067,  2155,  2289,  2292,  2363; 
receipts  1602;  receipts/disburse- 
ments 1606;  report  342,  2239 

Interfaith  relationships  see  Interreli- 
gious  relationshifK 

Intenutional  criminal  court:  57 

International  Criminal  Court,  Coali- 
tion for:  31 

International  ministries:  194 

Internet:  506, 1274, 1803, 1897,  2057  see 
also  Communications;  Website 

Interpretation:  14 

Interpretation,  Office  of:  944 

Interreligious  dialogue:  16 

Interreligious  relationships  1043, 1659, 
1873, 1977 

Investigation,  committee  on:  743, 747, 
752, 753, 987, 1338, 2076,  2149, 2209, 
2224 

Investigation,  Council  of  Bishops' 
Committee  on:  998, 1892, 2238 

Investigations:  743, 749, 751, 752, 753, 
2076,  2149,  2224  see  also  Appeals; 
Chargeable  offenses;  Charges; 
Complaints;  Grievance  procedures; 
Investigations,  Trials  and  Appeals; 
Trials 

Investigations,  Trials,  and  Appeals: 
739, 771, 1344, 1346, 1983, 2076, 
2223, 2226;  advocates  1328,  2070;  of 
bishops  1892,  2151  see  also  Appeals; 
Chargeable  offenses;  Charges; 
Complaints;  Fair  process;  Griev- 
ance procedures;  Investigations; 
Trials 

Investments:  127,  392,  471, 1295, 1802. 
1839,  2030,  2059,  2071,  2135;  poli- 
cies 434,  2040 

Iraq:  48,  87, 916, 1653, 1833, 1848, 1941, 
2066,  2078,  2099,  2128 

Israel:  103, 1954,2025,2050 

Italy,  Methodist  Church  of:  1149, 1970 
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J 

Jails:  82, 2066, 2128  see  also  Criminal 
Justice;  Penal  system;  Prisons 

Jarboe,  Ralph  E.,  Jr.:  2176 

Jesus  Christ:  217,  435,  517,  520,  535, 
1956,  2070,  2073, 2092,  2133,  2466, 
2467,  2468 

Jesus  Christ,  Church  of:  774, 1956, 
1983 

John  Street  Church:  trustees  2410 

Joint  Review  Committee:  987 

Jordan,  Charles  W.:  1959 

Journal,  annual  conference:  178, 2026, 
2064,  2088, 2222 

Journal,  Committee  on:  1250, 1705; 
nominations  to  1750;  officers  1733 

Jubilee  2000: 126,  2117 

Judaism:  1044, 1396,  2028, 2147 

Judicial  Council:  733,  775,  784, 1984; 
appeals  to  1627, 1789, 1919, 2244, 
2336,  2339,  2408;  conference  1344, 
1345, 1956, 1983, 1984;  decisions 
733,  734, 781, 1794, 1801, 1803, 1835, 
1844, 1867, 1982, 1984,  2207,  2232, 
2287,  2320,  2395,  2447;  docket  734, 
1803, 1835,  2356;  elections/ballot- 
ing 731, 1966,  2013,  2104, 2106, 
2108,  2168,  2171,  2172,  2173, 2210, 
2245,  2252, 2278,  2320,  2325,  2340, 
2343,  2397,  2404;  meetings  723, 
1966, 1983, 2029;  members  730, 731, 
732,  733, 1154, 1790, 1848, 1984, 
1991,  2076,  2115,  2116, 2178,  2179, 
2198,  2244,  2282,  2320,  2360,  2395; 
nominations  to  1336, 1749, 1877, 
1935, 1948, 1984,  2108;  quorum  733, 
1984 

Judicial  Court:  733, 1984 

Judiciary  Committee,  conference:  737, 
1844  see  also  Judicial  Council:  con- 
ference 

Jurisdictional  Conferences:  12, 15, 163, 
2090,  2261;  delegates  164, 172, 1842, 
1846,  2062, 2455;  mission-based 
1345,  2090,  2310 

Jurisdictional  pool:  718, 1658,  2129, 
2140,2225,2235 

Jurisdictions:  structure  772, 2241,  2312 

Justice:  57,  59, 140, 621, 800, 923, 1840, 
1900,  2060, 2229;  environmental  27; 
racial/ethnic  25, 113,  619, 706, 870, 
1839, 1871, 1971,  2229,  2240,  2423 
see  also  Criminal  justice.  Economic 
justice.  Restorative  justice 
Justice,  Love  and  Mercy  Sunday:  441, 
601,  710, 712,  2038,  2077,  2161,  2443 
Juvenile  delinquency:  prevention  77, 
621,1954,2025,2049,2229 


Katanga,  Methodist  University  of: 

1150,1978 
Kazakhstan:  792 
Korea:  reunification  621,  913,  924, 

1803, 1839, 1840, 1903, 2229 


Korean  Americans:  825,  888, 1941, 

1992,  2186 
Korean  Americans,  Advancing  United 

Methodist  Ministries  among:  2003, 

2186 
Korean- American  Ministries,  Task 

Force  on:  652, 789,  888, 1956, 1992, 

2123, 2186, 2296,  2433;  report  825, 

1872, 1950, 2003 
Korean  American  Ministries,  United 

Methodist  Council  on:  892, 1992 
Korean  Class  Meeting:  409 
Korean  Methodist  Church:  184, 1955, 

1978,  2258 
Ku  Klux  Klan:  116, 620, 1802, 1838, 

2229 
Kulah,  Arthur  P.:  1732, 1743 


Labor:  1265, 1335, 1872,  2143,  2219; 
child  114, 1871, 1970,  2128, 2241, 
2460 

Labor  relations:  33, 36, 41, 122, 127, 
130, 131, 136, 1829, 1839, 1900, 1957, 
1972,  2049 

Labor  unions:  123, 722, 1839, 1991, 
2178 

Labor  Sunday:  36, 122 

Laity  address:  1246, 1628, 1731, 1733, 
1735, 1780 

Laity,  conference  board  of:  284,  285, 
1871, 1895;  members  284, 1896, 
1979 

Laity  Day:  284, 1895, 2150 

Laity  Sunday:  284, 602, 710, 1871, 
1890, 1892, 1895,  2077 

Land  use:  905, 1975  see  also  Property 

Und  mines:  60, 153, 189, 793, 875, 
1900, 1957, 1976,  2056 

Language:  206, 208, 480, 514, 619,  815, 
2128,  2136, 2229;  American  sign 
2200,  2283, 2472;  Biblical  and  theo- 
logical 562,  621, 998, 1144,  2095, 
2229,  2231,  2239,  2330;  in  U.S.  112, 
1871, 1901, 1903;  inclusive  1081, 
1802, 1803, 1958, 2330;  resources, 
Spanish  658,  2228  see  also  Transla- 
tion 

Laos:  919, 1975 

Large  membership  churches:  197 

LaHn  America:  50, 618,  792, 795, 902, 
1356,2050,2055,2229 

Latter-day  Saints,  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of:  215, 300, 1955,  2056 

Lay  assistant:  2027,  2028,  2037,  2161, 
2287,  2336,  2355,  2472 

Lay  Leader:  conference  174, 176, 1834, 
1894, 1910,  2026, 2036;  district  174, 
285, 1273, 1831, 1894, 1896, 1979;  lo- 
cal 1117, 1118, 1831, 2085, 2086, 
2087 

Lay  Leadership,  committees  on:  1128, 
2029,  2140  see  also  Nominations  and 
personnel,  local  committees  on 
Lay  minister:  302, 1273, 1425, 1904, 

1907,1989,2170 
Lay  ministry:  2136 


Lay  Ministry  Leadership  Program: 

1887 
Lay  Ministry  Steward:  214 
Lay  missioner:  282, 1980 
Uy  preacher:  181,  281, 286, 1135, 1816, 
1849,  2007,  2037, 2063, 2067, 2161, 
2336  see  also  Lay  assistant 
Lay  servant:  278, 1904 
Lay  speaker:  278,  280,  286, 1871, 1896, 
1904, 1907, 1980,  2067, 2170;  name 
278, 279,  302, 1273, 1425, 1904, 1907, 
1989,2170 
Lay  Speaking,  district  committee  on: 
286, 1896;  responsibiliHes  181, 1816, 
2063 
Lay  speaking  ministries,  conference 

committee  on:  283, 1895 
Lay  Speaking  Ministries:  176, 195, 284, 
285,  289, 1871, 1887, 1895, 1980, 
2026,  2036 
Lay  Speaking  Ministries,  Association 
of  Conference  Directors  of:  289, 
1907,2170 
Lay  Witness  Mission:  198 
Laying  on  of  Hands:  234 
Leadership:  482,  2073;  development 
13, 189;  servant  7;  spiritual  7;  sup- 
port 194, 195 
Leadership  Ministry  Team:  580 
Legislation,  Interagency  Task  Force 

on:  report  on  663,  2229 
Legislation  Support  Group:  589 
Legislative  Committees:  1240, 1251, 
1619, 1706, 1708;  membership  1129, 
1683;  officers  1685, 1734, 1742, 1790; 
progress  1962, 2035,  2132, 2218, 
2304;  reports  1802, 1871, 1954, 2025, 
2128, 2204;  subcommittee  chairs 
1752, 1790, 1792;  voting  1913 
Legislative  process:  1239 
Leonard  Ferryman  Ethnic  Minority 

Scholarship:  61 1 
Liberia:  400 

Life  imprisonment:  515, 1982 
Liturgy:  236 
Living  Into  the  Future:  1686, 1937, 1997, 

2059,  2161,  2271,  2316 
Living  Wage  Campaign:  36 
Loans:  943 

Loans  and  Scholarships,  Office  of:  943 
Local  church:  12, 175,  360,  543,  620, 
1288, 1665, 1979,  2045,  2074, 2090, 
2229;  affiliations  1113, 1425, 1988, 
2083;  assessment  of  potential  1103, 
1104, 1140, 1899, 1958,  2029, 2045, 
2083;  budget  1328,  2070;  building 
projects  1138, 1898;  discontinu- 
ance/abandonment 1139, 1140, 
2048, 2096,  2331;  expenditures  313; 
foundations  1136, 1909, 2168;  lead- 
ership 1118,  2085;  members  543, 
705, 706,  707,  742,  752,  771,  1 104, 
1105, 1106, 1107, 1109, 1  m   1112, 
1113, 1114, 1333, 1428  179'   1801, 
1802, 1805, 1846, 1867  l^-'V^   1899, 
1910,1958,1969,1982  iwNf,,  2029, 
2045,  2076,  2083,  2084,  2!io  .,  2087, 
2096,2149,2150,2158,  ^i    •2331, 
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2416,  2450;  members,  affiliate/asso- 
ciate 1108,  1109, 1805, 1816, 1899, 
1906, 1988;  members,  preparatory 
1428, 1681,  2086;  membership  re- 
cords 1109, 1110, 1681, 1795, 1899, 
1988,  2045;  membership  vows  1142; 
mission  of  the  1102, 1103, 1665, 
1805, 1831, 1846, 1909,  2061,  2083, 
2084,  2168,  2219;  officers  1102, 1805, 
2095,  2330;  organizing  1133, 1 134, 
2141,  2153;  program  ministries 
1 123, 1 128, 2047,  2048;  property 
164,  450,  451,  452, 459, 464, 480, 481, 
495, 1136, 1137, 1138, 1139, 1140, 
1144, 1426, 1805, 1838, 1846, 1898, 
1906, 1909, 1910,  2027,  2029,  2048, 

2063,  2069,  2071,  2072, 2074,  2086, 
2087, 2095,  2168,  2330, 2331;  speak- 
ers, invited  966, 1804, 1845;  staff 
1805;  transfers  164, 1134, 1135, 
1345,  2029,  2048,  2063,  2086,  2090, 
2310;  withdrawal  164, 177,  450, 
1003, 1135, 1138, 1141, 1426, 1805, 
1846, 1910, 1958,  2063, 2064,  2069, 
2083,  2086,  2087,  2168, 2238;  wor- 
ship 1 106,  2083  see  also  Charge 
Conference;  Church  Conference; 
specific  names  of  committees  and 
work  areas 

Local  Church  Committee  (LC  10): 
1254, 1708;  officers  1734;  report, 
1805, 1958,  2007,  2029,  2168,  2326, 
2329;  subcommittees  1753 

Local  pastors:  174, 179,  939,  950, 954, 
961, 962, 970,  971, 972, 973, 974, 977, 
989, 1000, 1001, 1006, 1837, 1986, 
1987, 1988,  2027,  2028,  2042,  2043, 

2064,  2080,  2094,  2129,  2151,  2158, 
2227,  2235,  2313,  2462;  educabon 
940,  953, 960, 974, 977, 1015, 1844, 
1845, 1957, 1994,  2028,  2043,  2151, 
2236,  2237, 2246,  2311;  licensing 
973, 1957, 1967, 1968,  2027;  rein- 
statement 976, 2028;  retirement  977, 
2027,  2043;  student  961,  970, 972, 
973,  998, 1845, 1957, 1985, 1994, 
2028,2248,2249,2314 

Local  Pastors  and  Associate  Members, 

Fellowship  of:  974,  2027,  2043 
Looney,  Richard  C:  2130 
Love,  Janice:  2197,  2257 
Lowery,  Joseph  E:  1788, 1800 

M 

Macedonia:  2447 

Manchuria:  795 

MARCHA:  1799 

Marriage:  481, 486,  488, 489, 490, 491, 
493,  494, 496,  499,  500,  505,  508, 510, 
517,  522,  543,  955,  966, 1018, 1027, 
1280, 1283, 1284, 1291, 1360, 1657, 
1889, 1906, 1985,  2073,  2074,  2075, 
2079,  2094,  2161,  2314,  2388,  2469 
see  also  Covenant  Relationships; 
Same  sex  unions 

Marshall,  Anne:  1732,  1784 

Marshall  Islands:  917,  2060 


Marshals:  1945, 2116, 2284,  2329, 2343, 

2358 

Martinez,  Joel:  2301 

McMurray  University:  1031 

Media:  206,  500,  507, 1395, 1428, 1840, 
1908,  2027, 2042,  2134, 2154,  2260, 
2340  see  also  Radio;  Television 

Mediation:  1337, 2149,  2243 

Medication:  pjain  113,  2050 

Membership  Roll,  General  Church: 
1107,1899 

Mendez,  Juan  Vera:  1919,  2166 

Mental  Illness  Network,  United  Meth- 
odist: 211 

Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Ac- 
tion: 1862 

Methodist  Theological  School  of  Ohio: 
1791 

Mexico:  157, 1871, 1901 

Military:  120, 1901;  installations,  clos- 
ing of  118,  618, 1802, 1838,  2229;  in- 
volvement, U.S.908, 1976;  service 
514,  557, 1982,  2074,  2161,  2244, 
2283,  2467,  2469,  2472 

Mihtary  Roll:  288, 1107, 1899, 1964 

Millenium  Fund:  792 

Mining:  coal  98, 1954,  2025,  2050 

Ministerial  Education  Fund:  445,  446, 
937, 1369, 1658,  2030,  2067,  2071, 
2135,  2151, 2155,  2289,  2363,  2431, 
2435;  receipts  1602;  receipts/dis- 
bursements 1606;  report  330,  2090 

Ministerial  Pension  Plan:  395, 455,  456, 
460, 467, 1323, 1324, 1803, 1843, 
1844,  2057, 2058,  2071, 2146 

Ministry:  5, 11, 300, 489, 675, 688, 1025, 
1872, 1956, 2028,  2061,  2144,  2243, 
2314,  2472;  certification  of  special- 
ized 942;  life-span  290, 1834;  to  aU 
ages  283,  287,  288, 289, 1802, 1835, 
1904, 1963, 1964,  2468 

Ministry  Conference:  577,  673,  677 

Minority  Group  Self-Determination 
Fund:  1056, 1094, 1874,  2029, 2153 

Minority  Ministries  Development 
Fund:  1094, 2153 

Mission:  173,  555,  675, 961, 1830, 1845, 
1858, 1911, 1941,  2036,  2066,  2151, 
2201,  2461;  disciple  280, 303, 1904; 
education  800;  institutions  799;  per- 
sonnel 796;  volunteer  office  865, 
1355, 1966, 1967;  volunteers  791, 
796 

Mission  Initiatives/Focus  2000:  re- 
ceipts 1602;  receipts /disburse- 
ments 1607 

Mission  Initiatives  Fund:  receipts 
1602;  receipts/disbursements  1607 

Mission,  Volunteers  m:  796, 1957;  ju- 
risdictional 870, 1993 

Mission  Resource  Ministry  Team:  582 

Mission  Service  Awards,  Distin- 
guished: 801 

Mission  Society  for  United  Method- 
ists: 866, 1985 

Missional  prionties:  report  on  devel- 
opment 638,  2229 


Missional  Priority  Fund:  439,  446, 
1827,2040 

Missionanes  see  Mission:  personnel 

Missionary  Conferences:  8iOO 

Missioner,  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr., 
Young  Adult:  791 

Missioners  of  Hope:  791 

Modem  age:  1292,2231 

Mongolia:  795 

Moratorium  see  Homosexuality:  mora- 
torium 

Morgan,  Robert  C:  1716 

Movies:  99, 1903 

Moving  United  Methodist  Program: 
1111,1874,1910,2169 

Mozambique:  1149, 1858, 1978 

Multiculturism  see  Diversity 

Music  director:  2121 

MusUms:  in  U.S.  116, 117, 620, 1819, 
1954,  2025,  2049,  2066,  2128, 2229 

N 

Name,  UMC  see  United  Methodist 
Church:  name 

Narcotics:  113,2050 

Nacpil,  Emerito  P.:  1629, 1692 

National  Anti-Gambling  FVoject:  611 

National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  USA:  1042, 1099, 1100, 
1419, 1665, 1873, 1892, 1977,  2028, 
2139,  2153,  2239,  2256,  2278;  with- 
drawal from  86, 1420, 1988,  2153 

Native  American  Awareness  Sunday: 
452,  2067, 2446;  hind,  receipts/dis- 
bursements 1609 

Native  American  Center,  National 
United  Methodist:  461,  606, 1740, 
2156,  2298,  2405,  2407,  2433;  budget 
2159;  report  on  603,  21 58, 2318 

Native  American  Communications 
Office:  1070 

Native  American  Comprehensive 
Plan:  196, 207, 652,  790, 895, 1992, 
2296,  2433;  report  837, 1855 

Native  American  Concerns  Support 
Group:  590 

Native  American  Forum:  608, 1990, 
2115,2177 

Native  American  Jurisdictional  Struc- 
ture: 897 

Native  American  Ministry,  conference 
committee  on:  714, 1966, 1982 

Native  American  Ministry  Sunday: 
442,  601,  710,  711,  712,  713, 2038. 
2077,2161,2443,2444 

Native  Americans:  45, 92, 114,  462, 
603,  608,  618,  619,  620,  71 1,  837,  895, 
904,  905,  906, 1043, 1058, 1954, 1956, 
1965, 1975, 1990, 1992,  2025, 2026, 
2049,  2050,  2090,  2147,  2177,  2229, 
2241,  2360;  CleveUnd  2119;  minis- 
tries 113, 1954,  2050;  sacred  sites  93. 
2025, 2050;  tnbal  lands  461, 1872, 
1957,  2070;  use  of  names  demean- 
ing to  91  see  also  Ethnic  concerns 

Naturalization:  1025, 2242, 2415 
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Neighbors:  1659, 1977  see  also  Commu- 
nity 

New  Interpreter's  Bible:  408, 413 

New  Mexico,  fires:  2339 

New  World  Mission:  198 

News  Service,  United  Methodist:  1066 

Newspapers:  41, 1900 

Nibbelink,  Jim:  1628, 1732 

Nigeria:  400,  2359 

Nominations  and  Personnel,  local 
committees  on:  1128, 1129, 1130, 
2029,  2085,  2086,  2140;  members 
1130,  2086  see  also  Lay  Leadership, 
committees  on 

Nonintervention:  150,  2078,  2128, 2143 
see  also  Self  Determination 

Nonviolent  action:  211 

Northern  Ireland:  935 

Nuclear  Test  Ban  Treaty,  Comprehen- 
sive: 26 

Nuclear  weapons:  60, 146, 153,  621, 
924, 1840, 1900, 2026,  2056, 2229; 
testing  917,  2060  see  also  Weapons 

Nurture  ministries:  13;  local  1121,  2086 

Nurturing  Community:  480, 493, 1826, 
2074,2149,2243,2414 


O'Connor,  Cardinal  John:  1788, 1916 

Odyssey  Network:  1065 

Offerings  see  General  Conference 
2000:  offerings 

Oklahoma  City  bombing:  1732, 1784 

Oklahoma  Indian  Missioi«ry  Confer- 
ence: 651 

Older  Adult  Ministries  2001-2004, 
Comprehensive  Plan  for:  1686, 
1791, 1832,  2297,  2334,  2433 

Older  adults:  67, 198,  299, 1839, 1900; 
ministries  71, 1686, 1791, 1832, 
1900, 1955, 1990,  2334  see  also  El- 
derly 

Olympics:  85, 1972 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing:  441,  601, 
711,  2038,  2077,  2161,  2443;  fund, 
receipts/disbursements  1608 

Oppression:  1286, 1982 

Oral  Roberts  University:  1035, 2081 

Ordained  ministers  see  Clergy 

Ordained  Ministry,  conference  board 
of:  936,  2129;  members  179, 1004, 
1006, 1007, 2026,  2036, 2082,  2137, 
2158,  2236,  2237,  2461;  nominations 
to  1368,  2080;  responsibilities  1005, 
1006,  2138,  2236 

Ordained  Ministry,  district  committee 
on:  members  1008, 1009,  2028,  2044, 
2082,  2151;  responsibilities  1008, 
2151 
Ordained  Ministry,  Division  of:  935, 
1010, 1967;  organization  938;  re 
sponsibilities  1007, 1011, 1967, 2139 
Ordained  Ministry,  jurisdictional  com- 
mittee on:  1003,  2129,  2139 
Ordination:  233,  521,  522, 525,  946, 
947,  957,  958, 959, 960, 961, 998, 
1002, 1146, 1275, 1287, 1288, 1728, 


1836, 1845, 1956, 1963, 1965, 1986, 
1987, 1990, 1994,  2041, 2042,  2074, 
2098,  2161, 2189,  2223, 2231, 2235, 
2239,  2248,  2469;  reaffirmation  303, 
1955,  2057;  services  229,  239, 247, 
257,  259, 1955  see  also  Commis- 
sioning 

Organ  and  tissue  donation:  102, 619, 
919, 1976, 2229 

Organ  and  Tissue  Donor  Sunday:  709, 
713, 2136,  2444, 2446 

Outreach  ministries:  13;  local  1121, 
2086 


Pacific  Islanders:  1057  see  also  Ethnic 

concerns 
Pages:  1945,  2116,  2329,  2343, 2358 
Palistinian  National  Authority:  103, 

1954,2025,2050 
Pan-Methodism:  208, 618, 1041, 2229; 

study  1399,  2147 
Pan-Methodism  Cooperation,  Com- 
mission on:  720, 1397, 1418, 1837, 
2152, 2225, 2449;  report  1046 
Pan-Methodism  Cooperation  and  Un- 
ion, Commission  on:  900, 1921, 
1975 
Parenthood:  480, 546, 557, 2074, 2149, 
2161, 2243, 2414, 2469  see  also 
Children;  Families 
Parish  Health  Nurse  Program:  210 
Parliamentary  procedure:  1241 
Parsonages  see  Local  Church:  prop>- 

erty 
Partnership  Fund:  Latin  America/Ca- 
ribbean and  Asia:  792 
Pastor:  966, 1845;  definidon  964, 1804, 
1836;  responsibilities  964, 965, 966, 
967, 1816, 1872, 1873, 1898, 1906, 
1909,  2027, 2109,  2189, 2277, 2379 
see  also  Clergy 
Pastor-Parish  (Staff-Parish)  Relations 
Committee:  1131, 1132, 1133, 1831, 
1898, 1906, 2029,  2086, 2096, 2140, 
2331 
Pastoral  care:  942 
Pastoral  care,  minister  of:  278, 279, 

1904 
Pay  equity:  general  agencies  352, 2090, 

2326,  2433 
Peace:  59, 86, 152, 800,  871, 1286, 1840, 

1900,  2026,  2056,  2161,  2231 
Peace  Academy:  86,  2056, 2161 
Peace,  Secretary  of,  U.S.:  86,  2026, 

2056,2161,2470 
Peace  with  Justice  Coordinator,  con- 
ference 40, 1847,  2180 
Peace  with  Justice  Ministries:  712 
Peace  with  Justice  Special  Program:  25 
Peace  with  Justice  Sunday:  26, 442, 
709, 710, 772, 775, 776, 2038,  2076, 
2155,  2161,  2443;  fund,  re- 
ceipts/disbursements 1608 
Peck,  J.  Richard:  2203, 2427 


Penal  system:  148, 2049;  U.S.  81, 82, 
2025,  2066,  2154, 2470  see  also  Crim- 
inal Justice;  Prisons 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits,  General 
Board  of:  447, 449, 464,  465, 1833, 
1843, 1887, 2041,  2071,  2134;  head- 
quarters property  report  1570; 
members  2140;  nominations  to 
1748;  report  390;  resporwibilities 
1295 
Pensions:  70, 390, 395, 397, 403, 448, 
449, 453, 455, 456,  460, 464, 465,  466, 
467,  793,  983,  984, 1296, 1299, 1323, 
1324, 1325, 1326,1327, 1803, 1831, 
1833, 1843, 1844, 1887, 1900, 2038, 
2041,  2057,  2058, 2059, 2071, 2072, 
2073, 2091, 2134, 2146, 2148, 2152, 
2156,  2219, 2341, 2413;  funding 
1296;  see  also  Benefits;  rwmes  of 
specific  plans 
Pensions,  conference  board  of:  mem- 
bers 430, 2068, 2071 
Permanent  Endovwnent  Fund  Com- 
mittee: 1136,2048 
Persecution,  religious:  58, 1900 
Personnel  Policies,  Committee:  438, 

2041 
Pesticides:  157  see  also  Environment 
Petitions,  2000: 1619, 1632,  2246, 2360, 
2395;  additioi\s/corrections  1811, 
1886, 1950, 2030,  2210;  codes  1240; 
numeric  list  1724;  progress  1962, 
2035, 2132, 2218, 2304;  referred 
1833, 1893, 1950, 2362, 2433; 
submitter  list  1763;  voided  1833, 
1893, 1950,  2030, 2126  see  also  Gen- 
eral Conference:  petitions 
Pflegler,  Michael:  96, 1903 
PhUippines:  399, 1954,  2015, 2025, 
2099, 2103,  2243, 2269, 2278, 2280, 
2344,  2425 
Philippines  Central  Cor\ference:  784, 

1886, 2147, 2425 
Plan  of  Orgaruzation  and  Rules  of  Or- 
der, Committee  on:  2396;  election 
1779;  members  1248;  nonunations 
to  1750;  report  1245, 1726 
Plan  of  organi2ation  and  rules  of  or- 
der, 2000: 1702 
Police:  firearms  148, 621, 1802, 1839, 

2229 
Political  Community:  515, 1981 
Political  freedom:  514, 1981 
Population:  control  85, 1903 
Pornography:  558, 619, 1956, 2156, 

2229,2311 
Portugal,  Methodist  Church  of:  1149, 

1970 
Poverty:  60,  67,  620, 1900, 1941,  2229 
Pray  for  the  Children  —  Drug-free  and 

Safe:  97, 1972 
Prayer:  514, 551, 2073, 2091;  group 
1729  see  also  General  Conference 
2000:  prayer  concerns 
Prayer  for  the  Persecuted  Church,  In- 
ternational Day  of:  916, 1803, 1828, 
1848, 2089, 2098 
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Pregnancy:  478, 1280, 1291,  2149,  2243, 
2414 

Prejudice:  87, 116, 117, 1819, 2049, 
2051,2066 

Preparation,  Day  of:  235 

President,  U.S.:  1268, 2066 

Presiding  elder  991,  2239 

Presiding  Officers,  Committee  on: 
1250, 1705;  nominations  to  1750;  of- 
ficers 1733;  report  1779, 1780, 1919, 
2162,  2172,  2254,  2343,  2408 

Prior  claims:  371 

Prisoners,  political:  901,  2093 

Pnsons:  81,  214,  516,  621, 1636, 1646, 
1982,  2051,  2128,  2154, 2229,  2470; 
ministries  1647,  2025,  2051;  s^-e  also 
Criminal  Justice;  Penal  system;  Jails 

Privacy,  right  to:  149,  621, 1954,  2025, 
2049,  2229 

Proceedings  2000: 1716, 1778, 1850, 
1911, 1997,  2098,  2162,  2244, 2316, 
2368;  corrections  1997, 2098,  2162, 
2244,  2316,  2368 

Proclamation:  1689 

Professing  member:  2452,  2454;  defini- 
tion 2009 

Project  Equality:  78,  620, 1802, 1839, 
2025,2229 

Property:  425,  450, 459, 495, 2027, 
2040,'  2041,  2074,  2091, 2341;  his- 
toric 451,  2040;  private  513, 1872, 
1981;  titles  450,  2156,  2471  see  also 
Local  church:  property 

Prostitution:  619, 2229 

Protests  see  Demonstrations 

Publishing  House,  United  Methodist: 
449, 2039;  board  members  449, 
2038;  financial  report  1331, 1332; 
headquarters  property  report  1573; 
income  distribution  1297,  2038; 
nominations  to  1749;  report  399 

Puerto  Rico:  26, 52,  60, 150, 618, 621, 
901, 908, 910, 1719, 1788, 1789, 1957, 
1976,  2026,  2027,  2061,  2093,  2129, 
2150,  2166,  2219,  2222, 2229, 2230, 
2470 

Puerto  Rico,  Evangelical  Seminary  of: 
617, 1030, 1994,  2027,  2247 

Puerto  Rico,  Iglesia  Metodista  de 
(Methodist  Church  of]:  460, 466, 
650,  882, 1789, 1803, 1848, 1919, 
2072,  2091,  2134,  2148, 2172, 2295, 
2341,  2433 


Quadrennial  Shared  Mission  Focus: 

1350,1990,2177 
Quadrennial  Theme,  2001-2005:  372, 

1025,  2061  see  also  Theme 
Quadrilateral,  Wesleyan:  534,  535, 

1359, 2078,  2204, 2231, 2314 


Racial  concerns:  33,  901, 1283, 1284, 
1896, 1985,  2185  see  also  Ethnic  con- 


cerns; Raasm;  names  of  specific 
groups 

Racial  Ethnic  Minority  Fellowship: 
1068 

Racial /Ethnic  Summer  Intern  Pro- 
gram: 196 

Racism:  188,  209,  212, 508,  510,  618, 
706,  870, 1040, 1047, 1398, 1399, 
1421, 1805, 1839, 1841, 1849, 1871, 
2013,  2025,  2028,  2107,  2147,  2150, 
2229,  2355;  repentance  for  61, 1859, 
1860,1901,1921,2472 

Racism,  Acts  of  Repentance  for  Recon- 
ciliation: 1040, 1860, 1921 

Racism /Sexism  Joint  Task  Croup: 
1080, 1391 

Racism  Support  Group,  Elimination  of 
Institutional:  589 

Radio:  1063  see  also  Media 

Reconciling  Congregation  Program: 
1862, 1939;  raUy  1952 

Recorders:  1945,  2116 

RecycUng:  111,  619, 1847, 1911,  2180, 
2229,  2297,  2433,  2442  see  also  Envi- 
ronment 

Reference,  Committee  on:  1250, 1686, 
1705;  nominations  to  1750;  officers 
1733 

Refugees:  26, 189, 618,  620, 798, 1900, 
1954, 1976,  2229;  African  1900;  Cen- 
tral American/Caribbean  134, 
1900;  Salvadoran  139, 1900 

Relationships:  exploitative  480,  2073; 
same  sex  living  1283, 1284,  2074, 
2161  see  also  Covenant  relation- 
ships; Interreligious  relationship»s; 
Same  sex  unions 

Relief,  humanitarian:  796 

Religion  and  Race,  conference  com- 
mission on:  1090, 1873, 1969,  2044 

Religion  and  Race,  General  Commis- 
sion on:  1422,  2029, 2083;  evalua- 
tion 630;  financial  review  1527; 
grants  1576;  headquarters  property 
report  1572;  income/exf)ens€s 
1558;  members  1094, 1873, 1968; 
nominations  to  1749;  report  1050; 
responsibilities  1094, 1969,  2028, 
2029,  2044, 2083;  staff  733, 1966 

Religious  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Rights:  101,  2149,  2243,  2414 

Religious  freedom:  58, 149, 465,  560, 
621, 914, 916, 917, 1828, 1840, 1848, 
1900,  2050, 2072,  2089,  2098,  2204, 
2229,2231,2470 

Remarriage:  492,  495,  497,  524,  2073, 
2074,2128,2148,2157,2312 

Research,  Central  Conference  Forum 
on:  599 

Research,  Office  of:  586,  598 

Research  and  Planning,  Committee 
on:  5% 

Research  Plan  for  The  United  Method- 
ist Church:  595,  2093,  2316 

Reserve  hinds:  372, 1432 

Resolutions:  time-dated  172, 617, 2026, 
2148,2154,2229,2310 

Resolutions.  Book  of.  774,  2234 


Restorative  justice:  73, 141, 515, 539, 

789, 842,  899, 1819, 1872, 1965, 1974, 

2060,  2093,  2128,  2362,  2414,  2434, 

2468  set  also  Justice 
Restorative  Justice  Ministries:  report 

842 
Restorative  Justice  Ministries 

Inter-Agency  Task  Force:  75,  2060 
Restorative  Justice  Ministries  Sunday: 

77,2060 
Restrictive  Rules:  709, 1103, 1275, 

2084,2231,2232 
Rio  Grande  Conference:  651, 903, 1975 
Roll  call:  1719 
Roman  Catholic  Church:  1043, 1861, 

1934,  2028 
Romans  12:  555,  1829,2231 
Rules  of  Order:  1257, 1702, 1711 
Rural  areas:  205,  210,  212,  302, 789, 

848,  867,  915, 1141, 1356, 1901, 1957, 

1974, 1976, 1977,  2078,  2109 
Rural  Chaplains  Association:  1032, 

2147 
Rural  Fellowship,  United  Methodist: 

life  members  1732 
Rural  Life  Sunday:  602,  780,  2077 
Russia:  400,  794, 1858,  2176;  seminary 

453,  2006,  2068,  2161, 2332,  2362, 

2399, 2434,  2442 


Sabbath:  497, 2073 

Sacraments:  1358, 2080  see  also  Bafv 
tism;  Communion,  Sacrament  of 

Salvation:  218 

Same  Gender  Study  Commission:  784, 
2075 

Same  sex  unions:  163,  447,  451,  459, 
473,  478,  479,  480,  481,  482,  484,  488, 
489,  490, 491,  494, 495,  499, 505, 510, 
524,  527,  529,  531,  532, 536, 549, 741, 
780, 964,  965,  966,  971, 1115, 1136. 
1146, 1280, 1281, 1291, 1657, 1826, 
1888, 1909, 1952, 1957, 1958, 1977, 
1978, 1987,  2011, 2027,  2067, 2069, 
2071,  2073,  2074, 2075,  2085,  2092, 

2093,  2095,  2109, 2129, 2134, 2135, 
2149, 2150,  2158, 2161,  2223, 2243, 
2276, 2314,  2342, 2371,  2374, 2379, 
2382, 2388  see  also  Covenant  rela- 
tionshif>s;  Mamage;  Relationships, 
same  sex  living 

Sanctions:  economic  48, 87, 916, 1653, 

1804, 1833, 1848,  2066, 2078,  2099, 

2128 
Sand  Creek:  618,  2229 
Schlesinger,  Laura:  86, 1843, 1871 
Scholarships:  943, 1026, 1030, 1956, 

2081,2082 
School  of  the  Americas,  U.S.  Army:  50, 

2026,  2055 
Science:  99,  476,  477, 1278, 1979,  2231 
Science/theology  task  force:  99, 1979 
Scouting:  306,549, 10%,  112Z  1123, 

1 1 24, 1 81 6,  2029,  2047,  2074,  2085, 

2094,  2095,  2129,  2154,  2180, 2223, 
2329 
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Scripture:  216,  525,  534,  535, 547,  550, 
551,  957, 958,  962, 1032, 1106, 1287, 
1359, 1804, 1845, 1987, 1990,  2078, 
2080,  2083,  2223,  2231, 2314;  refer- 
ences 182, 1841 

Secretary,  conference:  167, 172, 956, 
1836,1842,2106 

Secretary,  General  Conference:  168, 
1751,  2013,  2065,  2122;  staff  2426 

Self  determination:  150,  621,  924,  2078, 
2128,2143,2229 

Seminar  Program:  23,  30 

Seminaries  see  Theological  schools 

Seminars  on  National  and  Interna- 
tional Affairs,  United  Methodist:  30 

Seminary  debt  see  Debt:  clergy 

Service  mark:  450,  2040 

Sexism:  1080 

Sexual  misconduct:  183,  740,  741, 1363, 
1393, 1794, 1849,  2013, 2062,  2079, 
2107,  2149,  2224,  2243, 2315  see  also 
Abuse:  sexual;  Harassment:  sexual 

Shalom,  Communities  of:  208, 790, 
878, 1848,  2013,  2171,  2199,  2297, 
2433;  report  819,  2102 

Shared  Ministry  Committee:  1130, 
2086 

Shaw,  Anna  Howard:  617,  2229 

Sherman  Anti-trust  Act:  violations  of 
87,  2049 

Short,  Louise:  1679 

Shower  of  Stoles  Project:  1739, 1943 

Sierra  Leone:  1943,  2099, 2212,  2278, 
2280,  2344 

Silenced  Witnesses  Project:  1943 

Single  adults:  198 

Slavery:  1267,  2025,  2052 

Small  group  ministries:  197, 289, 1123, 
1894, 1958, 1969,  2029 

Small  Membership  Church,  confer- 
ence commission  on:  1090, 1091, 
1873, 1968 

Small  membership  churches:  196,  213, 
302, 1141, 1873, 1901, 1955, 1974 

Social  Community:  1283, 1803, 1905 

Social  Creed:  288,  475, 517, 1277, 1282, 
1979,2231 

Social  Principles:  296,  436, 475, 517, 
533,  543, 778, 1276, 1277, 1728, 1816, 
1887, 1890, 1954,  2068,  2077,  2204, 
2231,  2239, 2343,  2380,  2388,  2468 

Social  Security:  45,  65, 117,  620, 1954, 
2025,  2050, 2051, 2090,  2128,  2161, 
2229,  2469, 2470 

Social  services:  136,  2049 

Social  witness  program:  92,  2050 

Soulforce:  2022 

South  Africa  Provisional  Conference: 
1149,2147 

Southern  Methodist  University:  1031 

Space:  476, 1278,2231 

Spain,  Evangelical  Church  of:  1149, 
1970 

Spanish  Language  Resources,  Task 
Force  on:  report  658,  2228 

Special  Appeals:  378 
Special  programs:  report  on  develop- 
ment 638, 2229 


Special  Sundays:  annual  conference 
602, 1890, 1892 

Special  Sundays  with  Offerings:  378, 
441, 457, 459,  2232,  601,  709, 710, 
711, 772,  2038,  2077, 2150,  2161, 
2443;  receipts  1603;  report  345, 2155 

Special  Sundays  without  Offerings: 
602,  709, 710, 2077, 2136, 2446 

Spiritual  formation:  185, 194, 202, 279, 
283, 569, 1829, 1835, 1871, 1904, 
1910, 1964,  2026,  2063 

Spirituality:  native  45,  2147,  2187 

Sports  mascots:  91, 161, 1989,  2064, 
2184 

Staff  Retirement  Benefits  Program: 
362,  395, 396, 1325, 1326, 1327,  2057, 
2058,  2059,  2071,  2447 

Status  and  Role  of  Women,  conference 
commission  on:  1090, 1873, 1968, 
1988 

Status  and  Role  of  Women,  General 
Commission  on:  1420;  elimination 
1958, 1988;  evaluation  631;  financial 
review  1532;  headquarters  prop)- 
erty  report  1571;  income/expenses 
1559;  meditation  booklet  1919; 
members,  1094,  2028, 2139;  nomi- 
nations to  1749;  report,  1078 

Steps  Toward  Wholeness:  Learning  and 
Repentance:  62, 1901, 1922,  2028 

Stereotyping:  45 

Sterilization:  1285 

Stewardship:  197, 366, 372, 573, 1068; 
education  302, 1974  see  also  Giving; 
Tithing 

Stewardship  area,  conference:  283, 
1963 

Stewart,  MoUie  M.:  2282 

Stoles:  235 

Student  Loan  Fund,  United  Method- 
ist: 711,712,  2077 

Student  Scholarship  Fund,  Uruted 
Methodist:  711,  712, 1965, 2077 

Substance  Abuse  and  Related  Vio- 
lence Program:  790, 875, 2297, 2433; 
report  845  see  also  Abuse:  sub- 
stance; Alcohol;  Drugs 

Sue  Bennett  College:  933 

Suicide:  63, 486, 504, 1956,  2066,  2092, 
2231,2311,2465 

Sunday  School:  1126,  2085  see  also 
Church  School 

Swenson,  Mary  Ann:  2364 


Table  of  contents:  1265 

Taiwan:  914,  927, 1976, 2061,  2078, 

2161,  2470 
Technology:  1278,  2231;  information 

1114, 1958, 2046  see  also  Computer 

Information  Standards 
Teleconference  Connection,  United 

Methodist:  1065 
Television:  86, 99, 100, 1063, 1074, 

1843, 1871, 1903  see  also  Media 
Temporary  General  Aid  Fund:  439, 

445, 1827, 2038, 2040 


Theme:  report  on  development  638, 
2229  see  also  Quadrennial  theme 

Theological  Guidelines:  162, 1903 

Theological  task:  473, 473,  550, 743, 
2231 

Theology:  99, 215, 232, 477, 544, 551, 
1011, 1039, 1275, 1276, 1979, 2081, 
2231, 2240,  2392, 2397;  discourse  5, 
16;Wesleyan954 

Theology,  schools  of:  550, 617, 1024, 
1035, 1359, 1827, 1988, 1994,  2081, 
2229,  2231;  General  Conference 
seminar  1801;  UMC  519,  937,  940, 
947, 1015, 1016, 1017, 1018, 1027, 
1035, 1041, 1055, 1369, 1803, 1908, 
1967, 1985, 1993, 1994,  2081,  2151, 
2169, 2179,  2186,  2189,  2246, 2247, 
2297, 2332,  2399, 2433, 2435, 2442 

Theology  and  Public  Policy, 
Churches'  Center  for:  211, 362, 
2057,  2447;  report  on  614,  2228 

Time,  delineation  of:  287, 1990 

Time  of  Reckoning:  554,  2075 

Tithing:  305, 454,  621, 1990, 2058, 2229, 
2334  see  also  Giving;  Stewardship 

Tobacco:  96, 113, 210, 617, 949, 1269, 
1285, 1819, 1908, 1970, 2066,  2128, 
2169,  2229,  2238 

Tourism:  873, 923, 1840 

Town  and  Country  Ministry,  National 
Comprehensive  Plan  for:  208,  789, 
915, 1356, 1957, 1977, 2078;  report 
848 

Town  and  country  ministries:  799 

Tradition:  473, 1102, 1892, 1909, 2168, 
2231, 2232,  2236  see  also  Doctrinal 
Standards 

Training:  726, 1373, 1983, 2079, 2226; 
report  on  661, 662, 2229 

Transformational  Ministry,  Office  of: 
303, 1980 

Transforming  Congregations:  2023, 
2127 

TranslaHon:  1739, 1788, 1790, 1806, 
1873, 1911, 1917, 1958,  2020, 2118, 
21 19, 2124,  2200, 2283,  2298, 2357, 
2362,  2398,  2433, 2434, 2472  see  also 
Language 

Transplants/donations  see  Organ  and 
tissue  donation 

Travel:  873, 923, 1840 

Trials:  753, 760,  765,  766, 767, 783, 983, 
1338, 1874,  2149, 2152, 2224, 2305; 
of  bishops  751, 996,  2149, 2238  see 
also  Appeals;  Chargeable  offenses; 
Charges;  Complaints;  Grievance 
procedures;  Investigations;  Investi- 
gations, Appeals,  &  Trials 

Trinity,  Holy:  998,  2239 

Trustees,  conference  board  of:  180, 
2026,  2037;  members  451, 2040 

Trustees,  cooperative  parish  board  of: 
members  1135, 2087 

Trustees,  local  board  of:  chair  1136; 
members  452, 1135, 1805, 1898, 
2087 

Trustees,  (UMC)  Board  of:  report  1615 

Truth  Commission:  49, 1903 


Daily  Edition  Vol.  4  No.  11 


2495 


U 

UMCOR  see  United  Methodist  Com- 
mittee on  Relief 

Unbudgeted  funds  see  Budget 

Union,  Commission  on:  1046, 1397, 
1419,1837,1921,2152 

United  Brethren  Founding  Sites  Clus- 
ter: 1093, 1804, 1837 

United  Brethren  in  Christ,  Church  of 
the:  1787,  1850 

United  Church  of  Christ:  1644 

United  Methodist  Church:  705, 1991, 
2093,  2177,  2316;  congregational 
survey  586;  database,  membership 
587;  disagreement  in  1379,  2026, 
2053;  global  nature  of  14, 157, 1040, 
1861, 1942,  2056,  2357;  members' 
accountability  527,  530, 552,  2231; 
meetings  1089, 1956, 1983,  2094, 
2337;  name  437,  450,  621,  774,  782, 
1956, 1983,  2040,  2041,  2060,  2072, 
2229;  speaking  for  84, 170, 171, 720, 
1334, 1841, 1846, 1847, 1906,  2076, 
2180,  2233,  2241,  2313;  structure 
672,  773, 1653, 1831, 1918, 1937, 
1997,  2076;  unity  554, 1093, 1805, 
1837,  2128,  2157,  2357,  2381  see  also 
structure  under  specific  entities 

United  Methodist  Church  Foundation: 
2430 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re- 
lief: financial  review  1462, 1469;  in- 
come/expenses 1552 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund: 
1891, 1957, 1967 

United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education:  1004 

United  Methodist  Institute:  29 

United  Methodist  Men:  287, 1816, 
1990,  2334;  conference  1091, 1804, 
1837;  district  1092, 1804, 1837;  local 
1127,1958,1969 

United  Methodist  Men,  General  Com- 
mission on:  212,  718, 1094, 1804, 
1837,  2140;  evaluation  632;  financial 
review  1538;  headquarters  prop- 
erty report  1570;  income/expenses 
1566;  members  719, 1089, 1096, 
1097, 1098, 1804, 1805, 1837, 1845, 
1892,  2028,  2083,  2094,  2227,  2299, 
2337,  2404;  nominations  to  1749, 
1863;  report  1085;  responsibilities 
1095, 1098, 1827, 1837,  2094,  2337 

United  Methodist  Student  Day:  441, 
457,  710,  2077,  2091,  2155,  2340, 
2443;  fund,  receipts/disbursements 
1609 

United  Methodist  Student  Movement: 
934,1034,2082 

United  Methodist  Women:  617,  866, 
867,  952, 1391, 1841, 1984, 1985, 
1993,  2082,  2188,  2229;  conference 
1646;  local  1125, 1127, 1891,  2085 

United  Methodist  Youth  Organiza- 
tion: 1802, 1834, 2283 


United  NaHons:  31,  205,  517,  871, 1840, 
1982 

United  Nations  Economic  and  Social 
Council:  31 

United  Religious  Initiative:  1143,  2029, 
2087 

Universe:  1278,2231 

University  Senate:  934, 1011,  2081; 
elections/balloting  2176;  members 
1010, 1011,  2081,  2161,  2462;  nomi- 
nations to  1749, 1875, 1936,  2108 

Upper  Room:  202;  responsibilities  288, 
1835 

Urban  areas:  186,  21 1, 792,  878, 1848, 
2060,  2102, 2171  see  also  City  life 

United  States:  border  157, 1871, 1901 

USA  Today:  41, 1871, 1900,  2013 


Veterans:  Filipino  90,  2050 

Video:  1065, 1377, 1805, 1840;  games 
48, 1954, 1972 

Vietnam:  919, 1975 

Violence:  24,  48, 213,  226,  506,  507,  508, 
511, 618, 619, 1079, 1283, 1908, 1941, 
1972,  2026, 2074,  2107,  2136,  2148, 
2161,  2229,  2260,  2469;  elimination 
of  25;  ethnocentric  1094, 2083;  gun 
143, 1907,  2181;  healing  from  304, 
1955,  2143;  sexual  558, 1393, 1849, 
1956,2156,2311 

Vision  2000:  194 

Vision  Ministry  Team:  584 

Voluntary  Services  Progftm,  United 
Methodist:  710,  712,  2077 

Volunteers  in  Mission  see  Mission, 
Volunteers  in 

Voting:  rights  46, 148,  2051,  2052 

W 

Walk  to  Emmaus:  295, 1802, 1901 
War:  513,  516,  872, 1819, 1956, 1965, 

1975,2097,2357 
Washington  D.C.:  46,  2025,  2052  see 

also  District  of  Columbia 
Water  usage:  1 11 ,  61 7, 1 81 9, 1 871 , 

1900,  2229  see  also  Environment 
Weapons  128, 1267, 2025,  2052,  2116; 

chemical/biological  153  see  also 

Guns;  Nuclear  weapons;  Police: 

firearms 
Website:  Archives  and  History  1037; 

Judicial  Council  734, 1835,  1844; 

UMC  170,  286,  468,  599,  802, 1064, 

1955, 1979,  2069,  2088,  2222  see  also 

Communications;  Internet 
Welfare:  1648, 1900, 1954,  2025 
Wesleyan  Standards:  473,  2231 
Wesleyan-Holiness  Consultation:  1041 
Western  Jurisdiction:  2282 
White  Amencans:  1059, 1284, 1644, 

1803, 1896, 1954,  2025, 2051,  2085 
White  people:  1896 
Wildmon,  Donald  E.:  86, 1843, 1871 
Witness  ministries:  13 


Women:  65, 117, 620, 1022, 1078, 1098, 
1381, 1827, 1840, 1954,  2025,  2028, 
2050,  2051,  2094,  2161,  2229,  2242, 
2337,  2469,  2471;  at  2000  General 
Conference  1625, 2199;  justice  25; 
participation  in  church  1387, 18(K, 
1841 

Women,  Infants,  and  Children's  Sup- 
plemental Food  and  Nutrition  Edu- 
cation Program  (WIC):  620,  2229 

Women  of  Color  Scholarship:  941 

Women's  Congress:  1080 

Women's  Division:  798;  members  866, 
1984;  responsibilities  866, 1984, 
1993,  2188 

Words  That  Hurl.  Words  That  Heal:  2330 

Workers:  33,  65, 119, 122, 131, 158,  213, 
513,  618,  620, 1900, 1901, 1964, 1971, 
2229,  2279,  2469;  farm  27, 114, 133, 
620,  902, 1802, 1804, 1839, 1840, 
1871, 1954,  2051,  2229;  migrant  56; 
poultry/agricultural  94, 1903; 
rights  of  129, 1802, 1829, 1972; 
safety  131, 1871, 1901;  UMC,  com- 
pensation 1644, 1871, 1971 

World  Communion  Sunday:  441,  602, 
711, 1891,  2038,  2077,  2093,  2161, 
2316,  2443;  fund,  receipts/dis- 
bursements 1609 

Worid  Community:  516, 1981 

World  Council  of  Churches:  1042, 
1099, 1100, 1397, 1419, 1805, 1841, 
1845,2139,2152,2153 

World  Evangelical  Fellowship:  1420, 
2028,2139,2153 

Worid  Methodist  Council:  464, 1098, 
1418, 1420, 1837,  2070,  2258,  2313, 
2314,  2432;  Seat  of  Honor  awards 
1869 

World  Service  and  Conference  Be- 
nevolences: 373, 376, 426,  2039, 
2069,  2326 

World  Service  Contingency  Fund: 
grants  664, 2229 

Worid  Service  Fund:  179, 180,  666, 
2069,  2073,  2229,  2289,  2290,  2363, 
2430,  2434;  receipts  1602;  re- 
ceipts/disbursements 1604;  report 
326,  2155 

World  Service  Special  Gifts:  378, 439, 
2040;  receipts  1603;  receipts/dis- 
bursements 1605;  report  611,  2228 

World  Wide  Web  see  Internet;  Website 

Worship:  196;  services  228, 300, 2144, 
2243,  2472 

Worship,  Book  of:  214,  229 

Worship  work  area,  conference:  283, 
1963 


Young  Adult  Ministry,  conference 
council  on:  285,  1827, 1979,  2097, 
2335;  members  285, 1980 
Young  Adult  Study  Team:  1974 
Young  adults:  211,  728, 1274, 1656, 
1955,  1974,  1979,  2029,  2047,  2241, 
2311,2460 
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Young  people:  479, 507,  719, 1124, 
1286, 1803, 1896, 1905, 1996, 2047, 
2223,  2240, 2469  see  also  Children 

Young  People,  Shared  Mission  Focus 
on:  212,  688, 1350, 1911, 1956, 1990, 
2115, 2177, 2296, 2361, 2433;  report 
635,681,1975,2112 

Youth:  24, 113, 167, 198, 210, 211, 224, 
282,  290, 295, 301, 560, 718, 728, 
1125, 1126, 1130, 1374, 1819, 1842, 
1843, 1901, 1910, 1955, 1980,  2029, 
2065,  2075,  2085,  2150, 2225, 2226, 
2283,  2315,  2455, 2457, 2460;  civic 
agencies  serving  1096, 1122, 1123, 
1374, 1816, 2047, 2095, 2150, 2329; 


medical  care  620  see  also  Young 
people 

Youth  Council  for  Youth  Empower- 
ment: 2029, 2047 

Youth  Convocation,  United  Method- 
ist: 291, 1834 

Youth  coordinator:  jurisdictional  292, 
1834 

Youth  Empowerment,  Task  Force  for: 
1125,2047 

Youth  Ministry,  conference  council 
on:  285, 1964;  members  285, 1980 

Youth  Ministry  Organization,  Na- 
tional: 290, 1802, 1834, 1843, 2283; 
convocation;  firuncial  review  1545; 


grants  1578;  headquarters  property 
report  1573;  income /expenses 
1563;  members  292, 1894, 1979, 
2148;  nominations  to  1749;  purpose 
290, 1834;  report  224;  steering  com- 
mittee resfwnsibilities  293, 1895; 
structure  291, 1834  see  also  United 
Methodist  Youth  Organization 

Youth  Offender  Rehabilitation  Pro- 
gram: 710 

Youth  Service  Fund:  224, 226, 293, 
1895;  receipts  1603;  receipts/dis- 
bursements 1610 


Lower  Your  Long-Distance 
Expenses  Today! 

There's  never  been  a  better  time  to  join  the 
Cokesbury/AT&T®  Long  Distance  Plan. 

If  your  monthly  long-distance  bills  consistently  reflect  800  minutes 
of  usage  or  more,  you'll  save  money  with  this  plan.  You'll  get 
unbeatable  rates! 


Interstate  direct-dial  and  toll-free  calls 
for  less  than  6c  a  minute! 

(If  you  have  or  want  the  long-distance  Tl  service, 
these  calls  are  less  than  4c  a  minute!) 


You'll  get  the  same  low  rate  as  Cokesbury's  corporate  rate,  yet  you'll 
receive  and  be  responsible  for  paying  your  own  bill.  Each  long-distance 
call  is  billed  for  the  flrst  30  seconds  and  then  in  ONE-SECOND 
increments  because  exact  tinting  saves  you  money! 
Join  today  and  pay  a  small  flat  fee  of  $3.00  per  month. 


*i 


To  sign  up  or  to  get  more  information, 

please  call  Holly  Whitley  at  615-749-6118 

or  e-mail  her  at  hwhitley@umpublishing.org. 

Notes: 

•  If  your  new  account  generates  less  than  $50  in  long-distance  usage  for  any  given 
month,  AT&T  will  assess  a  $7.50  minimum  usage  charge  for  that  month,  which  is 
comparable  to  other  services. 

•  Your  interstate  and  Intralata  (local  long  distance)  calls  will  be  billed  at  competitive 
rates  specific  to  your  state. 


Enjoy  AT&T*  quality! 
Get  Cokesbury's  excellent  customer  service! 
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WordAlive!  Bulletins 
Just  Got  Better! 

Now  They're  Available  in  Multiples  of  25! 


WordAlive!  Worship  Bulletins. 

The  Weekly  bulletin  Service — a  new  design 
every  week.  Get  a  FREE  WordAlive! 
calendar,  too! 

•  Two  sizes:  SVi"  x  11"  (letter) 
or  81/2"  14"  (legal) 

•  Scripture-based! 

•  Follows  the  Christian  Year! 

•  Minimum  order:  25  bulletins  per  Sunday 

•  Letter-size  bulletins  are  blank  on  the  back 
or  available  with  a  large-print 
inspirational  message  on  the  back  cover 
at  no  extra  charge! 

•  Shipped  and  billed  quarterly. 
Why  pay  a  whole  year  in  advance? 

Letter-Size  Bulletins  Legal-Size  Bulletins 

(8'/2"xll")  (8'/2"xl4") 

25  for  $2.00  25  for  $2.35 

50  for  $3.00  50  for  $3.35 

100  for  $5.00  100  for  $5.50 


Cokesbury 

Reiail  Divrsion  tit  f'hc  Llimcd  Melhodisl  Publishing  House  ' 


For  more  information  or  to  receive  a  FREE  Worship  Bulletin  Catalog, 
call  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789 
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Emotions  Run  High 

The  joyful  beat  of  a  bishops'  band — at  the  strik- 
ing Rock-and-Roll  Hall  of  Fame  and  Mu- 
seum— marked  the  beginning  of  General  Conference 
2000.  By  adjournment,  however,  tears  had  flowed 
and  pain  had  been  felt  among  the  992  delegates  at- 
tending the  church's  top  law-making  assembly. 

During  the  opening  celebration,  banners 
brightened  the  ornate  plenary  hall  of  the  Cleve- 
land Convention  Center.  On  the  next-to-the-last 
day,  police  were  called  to  escort  protesting  United 
Methodists  from  the  hall. 

Preparing  for  the  new  century  meant  processing 
more  than  2,000  petitions  and  getting  more  than  1,400  leg- 
islative calendar  items  ready  for  plenary  action.  More 
than  1,200  individuals  and  groups  filed  requests  for 
changes  in  The  Book  of  Discipline. 

This  conference  had  a  different  look  as  the  church 
has  become  more  global.  More  than  150  delegates  came 
from  Central  Conferences.  During  the  first  week  it  be- 
came clear  the  increased  number  of  Central  Conference 
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delegates  called  for  special  considerations.  For  instance, 
there  were  not  enough  interpreters  for  legislative  commit- 
tee sessions  to  enable  everyone  to  participate  in  the  dis- 
cussions. Additional  interpreters  were  located  with  the 
help  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

From  these  legislative  committees  came  hundreds  of 
changes  proposed  for  inclusion  in  the  Discipline.  A  major 
surprise  in  the  voting  came  early  when  delegates  indi- 
cated their  doubts  about  the  biggest 
single  proposal  for  change,  the  report 
of  the  Connectional  Process  Team. 

That  study,  ordered  by  the  19% 
General  Conference,  proposed  major 
changes  in  the  way  the  church  is  orga- 
nized in  the  United  States  and  m  areas 
where  Central  Conferences  arc  Itxated. 

Proposals  turned  aside  included 
creating  a  global  governing  body  of  the 
church,  of  which  the  U.S.  church  would 
be  a  sub-unit;  doing  away  with  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM);  and  creating  "covenant  coun- 
cils" at  all  levels  to  guide  church  mis- 
sion and  li^e.  When  voting  was 
concluded,  GCOM  remamed,  and  a  se- 
ries of  broad  "transformational  direc- 
tions" had  been  referred  to  the  agency. 

A  major  special  event  was  an  eve- 
ning devoted  to  repentance  for  the  sin 
of  racism  within  the  denomination 
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Wearing  symbolic  sackcloth  patches  and  ashes,  del- 
egates sought  to  recapture  the  spirit  of  Methodism 
lost  when  some  African  Americans  in  the  18'*'  and 
19"'  centuries  felt  compelled  to  leave  the  church's 
predecessor  bodies  and  form  their  own  congrega- 
tions. 

Later,  a  constitutional  amendment,  pledging 
work  toward  elimination  of  racism  in  church  organi- 
zations and  policies,  was  proposed.  The  amendment    J*"i 
now  goes  to  annual  conferences  for  ratification. 

Opportunities  for  celebration  abounded.  Dele- 
gates remembered  the  200-year  history  of  the  Evan- 
gelical United  Brethren  Church  and  its  predecessor 
bodies.  That  church  united  with  the  Methodist 
Church  in  1968  to  form  today's  denomination. 

A  few  days  later  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  Most  Rev.  and  Right  Honorable  George 
Carey  participated  in  the  conference's  ecumenical  obser- 
vance. The  visit  marked  the  first  time  the  head  of  the 
worldwide  Anglican  movement  had  come  to  a  General 
Conference  to  visit  the  spiritual  descendants  of  John  Wes- 
ley, an  Anglican  all  his  life. 

During  a  festive  Sunday  night  at  the  famed  Sever- 
ance Hall,  home  of  the  Cleveland  Orchestra,  delegates 
heard  music  presented  by  the  five  United  Methodist-re- 
lated colleges  and  universities  in  Ohio. 

Music  director  Cynthia  Wilson  kept  spirits  high  dur- 
ing the  long  days  and  nights  of  legislative  action. 

Other  examples  of  Methodism  growing  as  a  global 
entity  came  when  Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of  the  Philip- 
pines gave  the  traditional  "state  of  the  church"  Episcopal 
Address,  the  first  bishop  from  outside  the  United  States  to 
do  so.  Later,  Rodolfo  Beltran  of  the  Philippines  became 
the  first  person  from  outside  the  United  States  to  be 
elected  to  the  Judicial  Council. 
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Tears  came  when  the  issue  of  homosexuality  reached 
the  floor.  All  of  the  church's  current  stances  were  main- 
tained— including  the  assertion  that  the  practice  of  homo- 
sexuahty  is  "incompatible  with  Christian  teaching"  and 
the  prohibition  on  ordination  or  appointment  of  pastors 
who  are  self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals. 

Some  delegates  and  visitors  had  formed  a  core  of 
protest  in  the  plenary  hall  during  the  morning.  After  de- 
bate resumed  in  the  afternoon,  Louisiana  Area  Bishop 
Dan  E.  Solomon,  the  presiding  officer,  said  an  agreement 
had  been  reached  whereby  protestors  could  stand  quietly 
in  the  aisles  or  kneel  near  the  worship  area. 

By  midafternoon  it  appeared  the  agreement  was 
coming  unraveled  when  the  demonstrators  moved  onto 
the  platform.  After  they  declined  to  leave,  Cleveland  po- 
lice arrested  29  individuals,  including  Albany  Area 
Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison  and  Chicago  Area  Bishop  C. 
Joseph  Sprague,  on  charges  of  disrupting  a  meeting. 


It  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time 
police  have  been  called  to  a  General 
Conference  plenary  hall  to  remove 
protestors.  The  29  persons  paid 
fines  and  court  costs  totaling  $160 
each  after  pleading  no  contest. 

In  the  final  moments  of  General 
Conference  2000,  delegates  pre- 
pared to  adjourn  and  move  into 
closing  worship.  It  was  11:55  p.m. 
and  delegates  were  ready  to  depart 
for  home  after  two  weeks  of  Chris- 
tian conferencing  in  Cleveland  . 

— Robert  Lear 
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Multicultural  Worship  Experiences  Enhance  Conference 


Few  services  rival  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  General  Confer- 
ence opening  worship  for  its  pomp  and 
pageantry  The  procession  ushered  in 
the  theme  of  the  conference:  "We  Who 
Are  Many  . . .  Are  One  Body."  Liturgy  is 
the  work  of  the  people.  Each  day's  work 
began  with  worship  that  featured  mu- 
sic, bishops  preaching,  and  a  time  for 
prayer  and  discernment  led  by  the  Rev. 
Stephen  D.  Bryant. 

The  Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson,  minister 
of  music  and  worship  at  Atlanta's  Ben 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church,  was  the 
conference's  music  director.  The  wor- 
ship committee,  chaired  by  Fort  Worth 
Area  Bishop  Joe  Allen  Wilson,  brought 
church  musicians  from  around  the 
globe  to  participate  in  morning  worship 
and  to  give  noon  concerts  in  the  food 
court.  These  included: 

•  a  mass  youth  choir; 

•  Africa    University   and   Bethune- 
Cookman  College  choirs; 

•  Methodist  Choir  of  Copenhagen; 

•  Tongan   United   Methodist  Church,  Mesa,   Ariz., 
choir; 

•  a  mass  liturgical  dance  choir; 

•  Custer  Road  United  Methodist  Church  jazz  Band; 

•  a  mass  deaf  choir; 

•  Agape  United  Methodist  Church,  Pamu,  Estonia, 
children's  handbell  choir;  and 

•  Korean  Community  United  Methodist  Church  choir. 
In  addition,  pianist  Johnetta  Johnson  Page,  Ben  Hill 

Church,  Atlanta,  and  organists  John  Guliano,  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Butler  Ohio,  and  Monya  Lo- 
gan, St.  Luke  Community  United  Methodist  Church,  Dal- 
las, accompanied  worship  services. 
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Bishops  and  elders  from  across  the  church  served  as 
celebrants  at  multicultural  communion  services  held 
weekdays  outside  the  convention  center. 

May  4  brought  a  unique  service  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  The  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  and  the  Council  of  Bishops  spon- 
sored "An  Act  of  Repentance  for  Reconciliation."  The  ser- 
vice incorporated  the  artwork  of  African-American  artist 
and  professor  Barbara  Hardaway,  Silver  Springs,  Md.  She 
created  a  collage  entitled,  'The  Door  of  No  Return."  Afri- 
cans who  passed  through  this  door  to  slavery  in  the 
Americas  never  returned  to  their  homeland. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  conference,  Denver  Area 
Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson  preached  using  the  metaphor 
of  a  sword  to  cut  to  "the  core  of  our  purpose."  Her  exege- 
sis of  Matthew  10:34-39  "cut  through  all  of  the  stuff  that 
keeps  us  from  doing  what  we  are  supposed  to  do  as  the 
church."  She  noted  that  the  sword  could  draw  a  line  be- 
tween the  past  and  the  future,  and  cut  an  opening  in  the 
brush,  making  way  for  something  new.  The  sword  might 
well  be  a  fitting  symbol  of  this  conference.  Bishop 
Swenson  noted  its  multiple  uses.  Some  were  painfully  ob- 
vious in  the  past  10  days  as  words  and  actions  wounded 
many  persons.  Although  the  General  Conference  began 
with  "pomp  and  pageantry, "  it  grew  more  stimber  as  it 
drew  to  a  close.  Many  acknowledged  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  fragments  are  often  held  together  by 
Christ  alone.  "We  who  are  many  are  one  body" — Christ's 
alone. 

— Patty  Meyers 
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Final  Votes  on  Homosexuality  Reveal  a  Church  in  Pain 


demonstrators  approached  the 
platform  and  sang  "We  Shall 
Overcome."  Louisiana  Area 
Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  asked  the 
demonstrators  to  leave.  After  a 
second  request  to  leave,  AMAR 
spokesperson  Randy  Miller  re- 
fused. Cleveland  police  immedi- 
ately escorted  the  demonstrators 
from  the  stage.  They  were  released 
on  bond  late  May  1 1  and  arraigned 
May  12.  Each  paid  a  fine. 

The  Faith  and  Order  Legisla- 
tive Committee,  composed  of  115 
delegates,  handled  all  petitions 
dealing  with  homosexuality  in 
the  Social  Principles.  Officers  in- 
cluded the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Hayes, 
Texas  Conference,  chair;  the  Rev. 
Scott  J.  Jones,  North  Texas,  vice 
chair;  and  the  Rev.  Mary-Eliza- 
beth M.  Moore,  California-Pacific, 
secretary. 

The  committee  dispensed  with  parliamentary  proce- 
dure and  spent  six  hours  spread  out  over  two  days  at- 
tempting to  discern  God's  will.  Four  petitions  that 
represented  four  "clusters  of  thought"  on  homosexuality 
were  discussed.  Thirty-seven  delegates  spoke. 

"If  we  reverse  our  longstanding  position  on  ho- 
mosexuality," said  Tom  M.  Junk,  Oklahoma  Confer- 
ence, "the  fallout  of  members  and  money  lost  will  be 
disastrous." 


Bishop  Solomon  presides  as  protestors,  including  two  bishops,  disrupt  the  proceedings. 
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Despite  dramatic  protests.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  policy  on  homosexual  practice  remains  the  same. 
However,  delegates  did  agree  to  add  a  sentence  to  the  So- 
cial Principles  imploring  "families  and  churches  not  to 
reject  or  condemn  their  lesbian  and  gay  members  and 
friends." 

Votes  during  the  plenary  were  punctuated  by  demon- 
strations and  subsequent  arrests  of  29  protesters.  The 
arrests — including  Albany  Area  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison 
and  Chicago  Area  Bishop  C.  Joseph  Sprague — followed  the 
final  major  vote  on  petitions  related 
to  homosexuality.  The  demonstra- 
tors had  filled  the  space  in  front  of  the 
platform,  sitting  or  kneeling  in  cross 
formation,  after  the  first  vote  to  main- 
tain the  current  language  in  the  Social 
Principles.  The  Social  Principles  state 
that  homosexuality  is  considered  "in- 
compatible with  Christian  teaching." 
As    the   demonstrators    took    their 
places,  a  woman  climbed  onto  the 
balcony  ledge,  appealing  for  under- 
standing and  compassion.  Witnesses 
differ  about  whether  she  appeared 
intent  on  jumping  or  simply  wished 
to  protest. 

The  protestors  sought  a 
four-year  moratorium  on  all  "nega- 
tive language"  relating  to  homosex- 
uality.     When    that   motion    was 

defeated,  the  demonstrators  stood  in    "marching  in  the  light  of  GOD"— Protesters  march  around  the  outside  of  the  Cleveland 
front  of  the  stage.     After  a  vote  to   Convention  Center  while  singing  hymns  following  a  vote  by  The  United  Methodist  Church's  2000  General 
continue  prohibition  of  holy  unions.   Conference  to  maintain  the  denomination's  anti-homosexual  policies.     —UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 
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"My  common  sense  tells  me  we're  not  all  at  the  same 
point  on  this,"  commented  the  Rev.  Jane  A.  Tews,  Desert 
Southwest  Conference.  "Scripture  tells  us  Christ  loves  all 
people.  Christ  said  nothing  about  homosexuality.  His 
business  was  to  love  and  accept  all  people." 

The  Rev.  Josephat  Banda,  Zimbabwe  Conference, 
added:  "All  people  are  created  in  the  image  of  God.  We 
are  a  church,  and  a  church  has  some  principles  that  need 
to  be  upheld.  When  we  uphold  them,  it  doesn't  mean  we 
hate  each  other.  We  are  upholding  heterosexual  marriage, 
but  not  hating  homosexuals.  Only  God  condemns.  We 
need  to  uphold  the  current  language." 

"I  have  a  sneaky  feeling  we're  not  going  to  change 
each  other's  mind  here  today,"  said  Mark  A.  Miller, 
Northern  New  Jersey  Conference.  "But  if  we  don't  leam 
how  to  love  one  another,  we  might  as  well  just  close  the 
doors  of  the  church  now." 

When  the  committee  finished  hearing  from  those 
who  wished  to  speak,  they  took  90  minutes  in  parliamen- 
tary puzzlement  deciding  a  starting  petition  for  debate. 
They  finally  decided  on  petition  number  30083,  urging  the 
church  to  retain  the  current  language.  This  passed  59-43-1, 
or  57  percent. 

From  there.  Faith  and  Order  moved  quickly  to  take 
up  petitions  on  the  issues  of  homosexual  "holy  unions," 
and  on  the  prohibitions  on  ordaining  "self-avowed,  prac- 
ticing homosexuals."  Both  petitions  were  voted  concur- 
rence, with  about  60  percent  voting  in  favor. 

The  General  Conference  delegates  have  turned  back 
every  effort  to  change  or  moderate  the  church's  position  on 
homosexual  practice.  The  United  Methodist  Church's  poli- 
cies continue  as  follows: 

•  Homosexuals  are  persons  of  sacred  worth. 

•  Homosexuals  are  entitled  to  "basic  human  rights 
and  civil  liberties." 

•  "Although  we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homo- 
sexuality and  consider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching,  we  affirm  that  God's  grace 
is  available  to  all.  We  commit  ourselves  to  be  in  min- 
istry for  and  with  all  persons."  (The  Book  of  Discipline 
1996,  Par.  65) 

•  Pastors  may  not  conduct  same-sex  unions  or  allow 
them  to  take  place  in  United  Methodist  churches. 

•  "Self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals"  may  not  be 
ordained  or  appointed. 

A  minority  report,  presented  by  the  Rev.  J.  Philip 
Wogaman,  Baltimore-Washington  Conference,  called 
for  the  church  to  "acknowledge  with  humility  that  the 
church  has  been  unable  to  arrive  at  a  common  mind  on 
the  compatibility  of  homosexual  practice  with  Christian 
faith.  Many  consider  this  practice  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.  Others  believe  it  acceptable  when 
practiced  in  a  context  of  human  covenantal  faithfulness. 
Thechurch  seeks  further  understanding  through  contin- 
ued prayer,  study,  and  pastoral  experience.  In  doing  so, 
the  church  continues  to  affirm  that  God's  grace  is  be- 
stowed on  all  and  that  the  members  of  Christ's  body  are 


called  to  be  in  ministry  for  and  with  one  another  and  to 
the  world." 

Other  attempts  to  make  language  on  holy  unions 
more  permissive  or  to  modify  the  Social  Principles  to  indi- 
cate "most"  or  "many"  believe  homosexuality  is  incom- 
patible with  Christian  teaching  were  defeated. 

Delegates  agreed  to  ask  the  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  to  continue 
dialogues  on  homosexuality. 

Consequences  of  the  Vote 

Following  the  votes,  four  members  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  Legislative  Committee  spoke  with  church  and  sec- 
ular media  at  a  press  conference.  Responding  to  questions 
about  expectations  for  the  future,  the  Rev.  Maxie  D. 
Dunnam,  Kentucky  delegate  and  president  of  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary,  predicted  some  pastors  will  chal- 
lenge church  law  on  holy  unions  and  "there  will  be  trials." 

The  Rev.  Linda  Campbell-Marshall,  New  England 
delegate,  and  Wogaman  expressed  pastoral  concerns  for 
people  at  home.  'The  body  is  lacerated,"  Campbell-Mar- 
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shall  said,  "and  will  be  in  profound  need  of  pastoral 
care. .  . .  One-third  of  our  people  are  bleeding  today,  and 
that  won't  stop  just  because  legislation  is  resolved.  There 
are  people  who  don't  feel  at  home  in  our  church."  She  also 
expressed  concern  for  pastors  "whose  pastoral  integrity 
may  be  called  into  question."  Campbell-Marshall  is  a  dis- 
trict superintendent  in  Maine.  Wogaman  is  pastor  of 
Foundry  United  Methodist  Church,  Washington,  D.C. 

The  Rev.  Kathryn  Johnson,  staff  executive  of  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action  (MFSA),  said 
AMAR — a  coalition  of  MFSA,  Affirmation,  Reconciling 
Congregation  Program  and  United  Methodists  of  Color 
for  a  Fully  Inclusive  Church — has  "no  regrets"  about  their 
participation  in  the  dialogue  on  homosexuality  before 
and  during  General  Conference.  "We  have  done  every- 
thing to  raise  awareness  and  reach  out  to  people.  The  deci- 
sions by  the  church  were  particularly  devastating." 

Johnson  expressed  appreciation  for  the  diverse 
groups  who  worked  together  to  make  common  witness 
before  and  during  General  Conference.  She  said  AMAR 
has  not  yet  developed  future  plans. 

Protests  to  Continue 

Soulfource,  an  ecumenical  group  seeking  inclusion 
for  gays  and  lesbians,  and  the  group  behind  protests  in- 
side and  outside  the  convention  center,  is  "promising"  in 
a  press  statement  several  activities  over  the  next  four 
years.  Called  "Relight  the  Flame,"  the  five  promises  begin 
May  14, 2000,  and  continue  until  General  Conference  2004 
in  Pittsburgh. 

The  promises  threaten  a  "massive  civil  disobedience" 
on  the  opening  day  of  General  Conference  2004  with: 

•  "1,000  people  of  faith  [being]  arrested"; 

•  United  Methodist  congregations  across  the  na- 
tion "whose  clergy  or  laity  have  been  especially 


outspoken  in  support  of  these  discriminatory  poH- 
cies"  will  be  the  sites  of  civil  disobedience; 

•  organizing  on  the  Internet  to  recruit  people  to  "stand 
vigil  on  Sunday  mornings  in  front  of  United  Methodist 
congregations"  that  support  "discriminatory  poUcies"; 

•  asking  people  to  redirect  their  giving  to  "congrega- 
tions who  support  full  inclusion  for  sexual  minori- 
ties"; and 

•  asking  staff  "at  congregations  that  support  these  dis- 
criminatory poUcies  to  offer  their  services  to  United 
Methodist  congregations  that  support  full  inclusion." 
Good   News,   an   evangelical   caucus   within   The 

United  Methodist  Church,  said,  "The  United  Methodist 
position  on  homosexuality  is  both  compassionate  and  re- 
demptive. It  is  a  balanced  and  nuanced  position  that  af- 
firms the  'sacred  worth'  of  all  persons  even  while 
acknowledging  that  as  Christians  we  cannot  affirm  every 
expression  of  human  sexuality.  After  all,  there  are  certain 
sexual  practices  that  contradict  biblical  standards,  and  as 
faithful  disciples  we  must  be  willing  to  declare  them  to  be 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.  United  Methodism 
must  continue  to  endeavor  to  do  that  with  mercy  and 
grace  extended  to  all  of  God's  children." 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  secretary. 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  issued  a  statement 
May  12,  saying,  "Underlying  all  other  positions  of  the 
Church  is  the  Constitutional  Principle  of  Inclusiveness  of 
the  Church,"  stated  in  the  Discipline.  This  principle  states, 
"The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  part  of  the  church  uni- 
versal, which  is  one  Body  in  Christ.  Therefore  all  persons 
shall  be  eligible  to  attend  its  worship  service,  to  participate 
in  its  programs,  and  when  they  take  the  appropriate  vows, 
to  be  admitted  into  its  membership  in  any  local  church  in 
the  connection."  Fassett  also  highlighted  paragraph  66H  of 
the  Discipline,  which  proclaims  the  church's  position  of 
"Equal  Rights  Regardless  of  Sexual  Orientation." 

— Ann  Wliiting  and  Erik  Alsgaard 


IN  SOLIDARJTY — United  Methodist  bishops  stand  in  solidarity  with  people  protesting  the  church's  anli-homoscxual  policies 
during  the  denomination's  2000  General  Conference.  — UMNS  Photo  by  John  C.  Goodwin 
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Episcopal  Address  Urges  United  Methodists: 
'Make  Disciples  of  All  Nations!' 


Confess  the  truth  of  the 
Resurrection  and  hve  by  it  so 
others  hear,  see,  beheve,  and 
are  transformed.  Prepare  to 
make  disciples  of  all  nations! 

That  was  the  challenge  is- 
sued by  the  bishops  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  traditional  episcopal  ad- 
dress delivered  the  opening 
day  of  General  Conference  by 
Manila  Area  Bishop  Emerito 
P.  Nacpil  of  the  Philippines. 

Bishop  Nacpil,  in  an  ad- 

~^^!^A  ^A"'^  dress  noted  more  for  its  schol- 
Mike  DuBose 

any  tone  than  its  nnging 
challenge  to  the  church,  declared,  "The  direction  in  which 
to  move  is  clear.  It  is  to  abandon  the  ways  of  the  old  order 
and  follow  the  new  way  of  discipleship." 

The  bishops  also  exhorted  the  church  to  affirm  the 
need  for  more  "inclusive  fellowship — sexually,  racially, 
culturally,  and  globally." 

"In  the  epochal  change  we  are  going  through  today, 
are  we  any  more  certain  than  those  early  Christians  were 


in  deciding  insightfully  what  is  an  appropriate  lifestyle  in 
the  new  creation?"  Bishop  Nacpil  asked. 

The  bishops  called  on  the  church  to  join  them  in  bear- 
ing the  cross  of  discipleship  even  though  it  might  entail 
suffering.  Why  go  through  suffering,  they  asked?  "This  is 
quite  simply  the  way  of  discipleship,  and  it  cannot  be 
avoided  if  one  is  to  participate  in  the  apostolic  mission  of 
the  crucified  and  risen  Christ!" 

Bishop  Nacpil  described  discipleship  as  "the  only  al- 
ternative lifestyle  in  the  world  that  has  a  future  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,"  and  named  three  essential  factors: 

•  renouncing  sin  and  evil; 

•  dealing  with  the  world  but  not  taking  it  as  an  ulti- 
mate concern;  and 

•  "claiming  all  things  in  Christ  for  God." 

"Your  bishops  believe  that  the  making  of  people  as 
disciples  of  the  crucified  and  risen  Lord,  and  forming 
them  into  a  community  of  discipleship  is  the  most  radi- 
cally significant  event  that  can  happen  to  humanity  and 
the  world...  Let  us  get  on  with  it!" 

— Cathy  Farmer 


Laity  Address  Focuses  on  Partnership 


Partnership  is  necessary 
for  making  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

With  that  as  his  theme. 
West  Ohio  Conference  lay 
leader  Jim  Nibbelink  deliv- 
ered the  laity  address  to  the 
2000  General  Conference. 

Relating  the  story  of  a 
3-year-old  boy  attending  wor- 
ship for  the  first  time, 
Nibbelink  painted  a  picture  of 
a  mother  frustrated  by  her 
son's  boisterousness  and  ea- 

-UMNS  Photo  by   fTTu°    '^uu\^'V^'''L 
Mike  DuBose  Like  the  boy,  Nibbelink  noted , 

many  congregations  and  pas- 
tors are  "sitting  down  on  the  outside,  but  standing  up  on 
the  inside." 

Many  lay  people  want  to  be  active  in  ministry, 
while  many  clergy  want  to  be  more  innovative  in  minis- 


try, Nibbelink  said.  Unfortunately,  both  are  con- 
strained by  the  same  issues,  including  tradition.  Spe- 
cifically, traditional  roles  for  clergy  and  laity  restrict 
effective  ministry. 

"It's  imperative  that  teams  of  lay  and  clergy  work  to- 
gether to  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,"  he  continued.  A 
cooperative  spirit  must  be  established  before  a  partner- 
ship can  be  effective.  "Partnership  frees  pastors  and  laity 
to  do  what  they  do  best." 

Characteristics  of  successful  partnership,  the  lay 
leader  added,  include  respect,  responsibility,  and  risk. 
"Making  disciples  takes  hard  work,"  he  said.  "Even  God 
cannot  steer  a  parked  car." 

Nibbelink  was  selected  to  deliver  the  laity  address 
through  a  quadrennial  competition  by  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders  (NAACLL). 
He  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  association  and  as  presi- 
dent of  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction  Conference  Lay 
Leaders'  Team. 

— DaxHe  Burgdorf 
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Ethnic  Participation  Increases  at  2000  General  Conference 


The  recruitment  of  younger  delegates  led  to  an  in- 
crease in  ethnic  participation  at  the  2000  General  Confer- 
ence, observers  said. 

The  Interethnic  Strategy  Development  Group 
(lESDG),  an  organization  comprising  the  five  ethnic 
groups  in  The  United  Methodist  Church,  agreed  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  witnessed  higher  involvement  of  ethnic 
minorities  in  clergy  and  lay  participation  than  at  previous 
conferences. 

The  five  groups  that  make  up  lESDG  are  Black  Meth- 
odists for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR),  Metodistas 
Associados  Representando  la  Causa  de  His- 
pano-Americanos  (MARCHA),  National  Federation  of 
Asian  American  United  Methodists  (NFAAUM),  Native 
American  International  Caucus  (NAIC),  and  Pacific  Is- 
lander National  Caucus  United  Methodists. 

In  addition  to  the  overall  increase  of  ethnics,  for  the 
first  time  there  was  a  larger  number  of  younger  genera- 
tions or  baby  boomers,  said  Mark  Nakagawa,  director  of 
NFAAUM. 

"This  is  a  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  five  leaders  of  our 
ethnic  minority  caucuses  who  worked  with  their  respec- 
tive constituencies  to  encourage  and  develop  leadership 
for  this  General  Conference,"  he  said. 

Leadership  Roles 

In  all  areas  of  the  conference,  especially  in  legislative 
committee  meetings,  people  from  racial  and  ethnic  minor- 
ities took  leadership  roles.  At  least  15  percent  were  sub- 
committee chairs,  and  18  chaired  legislative  and  General 
Conference  committees. 

"Ethnic  participation  at  this  General  Conference  in- 
creased, and  I  am  heartened  by  what  [appeared]  to  be  a 
younger  delegate,"  said  Washington  Area  Bishop  Felton 
Edwin  May,  one  of  10  active  African- American  bishops  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

While  overall  participation  increased,  a  Native 
American  woman  said  her  constituency  was  not  as  ac- 
tively engaged  as  other  ethnic  bodies.  She  applauded  the 
fact  that  a  Native  American  man  chaired  a  legislative 
committee  and  presented  issues  to  the  entire  assembly. 

"We've  never  had  visibility  up  front  in  a  leadership 
role,"  said  Anne  Marshall,  an  executive  with  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con- 
cerns. "This  was  a  huge  step  for  us  in  having  that  type  of 
role,  and  the  fact  that  there  was  someone  in  leadership 
[who]  was  Native  American  is  a  step  forward.  But,  since 
there  has  been  only  one,  this  shows  we  really  are  invisible." 

Thirteen  Native  Americans  from  across  the  country 
were  among  the  992  delegates  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  addressing  legislation  affecting  and 
supporting  the  Native  American  community,  ministries 
and  programs.  In  addition,  an  inter-tribal  team  observed 
the  conference. 


Manila  Area  Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of  the  Philip- 
pines agreed  the  ethnic  presence  at  General  Conference 
showed  an  increase.  While  ethnic  people  did  not  often 
take  the  plenary  floor  to  speak,  their  contributions  oc- 
curred in  legislative  committees. 

Central  Conference 

Although  many  Central  Conference  delegates  spoke 
against  changing  the  denomination's  proscriptions 
against  homosexuality.  Bishop  Nacpil  noted  many  did 
not  participate  in  floor  discussion  because  most  of  the 
matters  were  issues  related  to  the  United  States.  "Most 
from  outside  the  United  States  will  find  it  intimidating  to 
talk  about  U.S.  matters,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Nacpil  played  an  important  role  at  this  Gen- 
eral Conference.  He  was  the  first  United  Methodist  bishop 
living  outside  the  United  States  to  dehver  the  traditional 
Episcopal  Address  to  the  assembly. 

African  Americans  were  the  largest  ethnic  group  to 
have  leadership  roles  at  the  conference.  Twelve  African 
Americans  and  one  African  chaired  legislative  or  General 
Conference  committees. 

The  Rev.  Tyrone  D.  Gordon,  a  Kansas  West  delegate 
and  immediate  past  chairman  of  BMCR,  said  annual  con- 
ference delegations  included  more  African  Americans. 
He  said  the  increase  was  the  result  of  the  conservative 
movement  in  some  conferences.  "African  Americans  tend 
to  be  more  conservative  theologically,  and  that  may  be  the 
attraction  of  the  evangelical  push  in  the  delegations  for 
African  Americans." 

Involvement  in  annual  conference  activities  and  ex- 
ercising leadership  were  behind  Korean- American  partic- 
ipation, said  the  Rev.  Se  Hee  Han,  California-Pacific 
Conference.  She  said  there  were  more  Korean- American 
delegates  at  this  conference  than  ever  before.  This  was  es- 
pecially true  for  the  involvement  of  Korean-American 
women,  she  said.  The  15-person  delegation  had  four 
clergywomen. 

"Our  increase  [was]  also  because  we  are  more  visible 
[in  our  annual  conferences]  and  contribute  gifts  and 
graces  as  clergy  and  laity,"  Han  said. 

The  Hispanic  constituency  was  active,  said  Orlando 
Rivera,  MARCHA  president.  Two  members  were  elected 
to  general  church  positions.  One  was  elected  to  serve  on  the 
University  Senate,  the  other  as  a  Judicial  Council  member. 

The  General  Conference,  in  a  resolution,  offered  a 
formal  apology  to  delegates  who  were  denied  adequate 
material  and  services.  Delegates  also  voted  to  ensure 
that  30  days  before  the  2004  General  Conference,  the 
necessary  materials  to  do  conference  business  would  be 
translated  in  a  variety  of  languages.  Those  languages 
include  French,  German,  Korean,  Portuguese,  Spanish, 
and  Swahili. 

— Linda  Green 
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News  Coverage  Proves  Challenging  But  Efficient 


Reporting  about  events  at  General  Conference  2000 
provided  some  unique  challenges,  but  information  was 
often  available  faster  than  ever. 

"The  number  one  question  we've  been  asked  is 
when  a  particular  piece  of  legislation  will  be  discussed," 
said  Tom  McAnally,  United  Methodist  News  Service 
(UMNS)  director.  "Reporters  find  it  incredulous  that  we 
can't  tell  them,  'homosexuality  will  be  discussed  at  2  p.m. 
Thursday.'" 

However,  McAnally  said,  once  reporters  realized  the 
UMNS  staff  wasn't  trying  to  be  difficult,  secular  media 
representatives  understood.  When  a  vote  on  a  petition 
was  taken,  the  results  were  usually  available  worldwide 
within  one  or  two  hours  through  the  Internet.  Web  sites  of 
the  general  church,  the  General  Conference  and  UMNS 
offered  news  about  conference  events.  Some  even  offered 
photos  and  videos. 

McAnally  said  the  unique  architecture  of  the  Cleve- 
land Convention  Center  made  news  coverage  difficult. 
For  example,  the  newsroom  was  located  in  Hall  C  in  the 
northwest  comer  of  the  facility.  However,  the  observation 
area  for  working  press  was  located  in  the  southeast  area  of 
the  arena. 

Despite  those  problems,  McAnally  said  secular  me- 
dia interest  was  strong,  especially  May  10  and  11  when  is- 
sues related  to  homosexuality  and  the  church  were 
debated.  "We've  probably  had  more  secular  media  here 
than  in  a  number  of  conferences,"  McAnally  said.  "Not 
only  did  the  number  increase,  but  also  the  quality.  There 
were  some  top-notch  journalists  here." 

Photographers 

Three  of  those  were  award-winning  UMNS  photog- 
raphers Mike  DuBose,  John  Goodwin,  and  Paul  Jeffrey. 
They  were  charged  with  finding  interesting  visual  images 
and  making  them  available  quickly  on  the  Internet.  That 
meant  getting  film  processed  as  fast  as  possible. 

"We  used  a  lab  about  a  block  away,  and  they've  been 
slower  than  we  would  like,"  Jeffrey  said.  "We  were  shoot- 
ing some  digital  images,  which  was  faster,  but  the  quahty 
was  not  as  good." 

Jeffrey  said  the  biggest  problem  photographers  faced 
was  making  long  legislative  committee  meetings  and  ple- 
nary sessions  appear  interesting.  "Meetings  are  atrocious 
for  photography,"  he  said.  "As  photographs,  people  pro- 
testing are  much  more  interesting." 

Jeffrey  noted  that  doesn't  mean  all  pictures  from  ple- 
nary sessions  are  dull.  Worship  services  tend  to  be  more 
visual,  and  Jeffrey  said  he  tried  to  keep  an  eye  for  unique 
situations.  "1  looked  for  images  that  reflected  the  diversity 
of  who  we  are  as  a  church,"  he  said.  "If  people  are  holding 
hands  and  singing,  a  black  person  and  a  while  person 


holding  hands  is  much  more  interesting  than  tun  white 
people." 


Internet  Access 

Many  United  Methodists  tracked  General  Confer- 
ence events  themselves  on  the  Internet.  UMNS  provided 
updates  following  significant  votes  or  events,  and  posted 
daily  summaries.  In  addition,  UMNS  offered  e-mail  sub- 
scriptions to  that  information.  Some  6,000  people  received 
free  subscriptions  to  the  daily  summaries,  and  another 
6,000  received  individual  stories.  The  number  would  have 
been  higher,  but  some  subscriptions  were  lost  when  serv- 
ers crashed  as  a  result  of  the  "1  Love  You"  virus. 

UMNS  also  coordinated  news  coverage  in  Korean 
and  Spanish  languages. 

Another  group  had  to  overcome  technical  problems. 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (UMR),  an  independent 
weekly  newspaper  based  in  Dallas,  basically  moved  its 
newsroom  to  Cleveland  for  the  conference.  Editor 
Cynthia  Astle  said  the  biggest  problem  her  12-person 
General  Conference  staff  encountered  was  installation  of 
a  high-speed  Internet  line.  A  misunderstanding  over  who 
would  install  the  line  prevented  its  availability.  Some 
work  the  staff  intended  to  do  at  the  convention  center  was 
moved  to  hotels. 

"Chris  Smith  and  Eric  West  (of  United  Methodist 
Communications)  were  wonderful  in  trying  to  help  us 
solve  the  problem,"  Astle  said.  "Jennifer  Proudfoot  of 
Epworth  Euclid  United  Methodist  Church  here  in  Cleve- 
land tried  to  help  us  in  negotiations,  but  the  problem  was 
unsolvable." 

UMR  published  two  editions  from  Cleveland,  posted 
daily  updates  on  its  Web  site  and  posted  Web  casts  in- 
cluding video  and  audio.  UMR  received  coverage  help 
during  the  first  week  from  researchers  commissioned  by 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries.  They  provided  reports 
on  committee  sessions  they  observed. 

Considering  news  gathering,  Astle  said  she  thought 
the  events  of  May  11  caught  most  at  General  Conference 
by  surprise.  "I  guess  we  had  not  appreciated  the  determi- 
nation of  the  AMAR  coalition  in  bringing  to  the  church 
their  sense  of  pain  and  exclusion."  AMAR,  a  coalition  of 
four  groups  seeking  more  rights  within  the  church  for 
gay,  bisexual,  lesbian  and  Iransgcndered  people,  spon- 
sored a  protest  that  resulted  in  30  people  being  arrested 
on  the  convention  floor. 

"It  was  a  very  sad  day  for  the  church  in  that  wc  had  to 
have  sisters  and  brothers  in  faith  including  two  bishops, 
removed  by  law  enforcement,"  Astle  said.  "We  had  not 
appreciated  their  willingness  to  disrupt  the  conference." 

—  Wiwiy  WiXkirick 
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'It's  High  Time  to  Say  We're  Sorry/ 
Bishop  Declares  at  Repentance  Service 


CELEBRATION — Participants  in  a  service  of  repentance  for  racism  at  The  United  Methodist  Church's  2000  General  Conference  in  Cleveland  celebrate  during 
worship.  In  the  service  that  included  the  symbolic  wearing  of  sackcloth  and  ashes,  the  church  confessed  to  the  sin  of  racism  within  the  denomination.  Standing 
from  left  are:  Bishop  Roy  Sano,  Rhymes  Moncure  and  Byrd  Bonner  of  the  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  Bishop 
Charlene  Kammererand  William  McClain,  professor  at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary.  Seated  is  Bishop  James  Thomas.     — UMNS  Photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Three  biblical  symbols  of  repentance  and  account- 
ability marked  "An  Evening  of  Repentance  for  the  Sin  of 
Racism."  During  worship,  a  giant  plumb  line  was  low- 
ered from  the  Cleveland  Convention  Center  ceiling,  glit- 
tering in  the  lights  and  rotating  slowly. 

Ruth  A.  Daugherty,  Eastern  Pennsylvania  delegate 
who  helped  plan  the  service,  described  the  plumb  line  as  a 
light  rope  and  weight  that  shows  whether  "a  line  is  verti- 
cal and,  therefore,  stable  and  true.  Amos  had  a  vision  of 
God  holding  a  plumb  line  with  which  to  test  the  people's 
capacity  for  true  righteousness.  The  plumb  line  hangs  in 
the  midst  of  this  assembly  as  a  constant  reminder  that  we 
must  pass  God's  test  for  righteousness." 

Daugherty  also  introduced  the  symbol  of  salt  as  "a 
sign  that  the  parties  to  an  agreement  intended  to  preserve 
their  covenant  vows."  She  continued,  "God  alone  knows 
how  fast  the  church  began  to  break  apart  [over  racism]. 
The  walls  have  not  been  plumb  with  justice.  The  salt  with 
which  we  sealed  the  covenant  has  been  [made]  tasteless 
by  our  careless  handling  and  willful  disregard  of  others." 


Following  her  statement,  members  of  the  Edna  Duffy 
Liturgical  Dance  Company,  Shaker  Heights,  Ohio,  danced 
around  the  blocks  and  then  smashed  the  blocks  of  salt,  sig- 
nifying the  breaking  of  the  covenant  of  inclusiveness. 

Elements  of  the  third  symbol,  sackcloth  and  ashes, 
were  offered  to  delegates  and  visitors  as  signs  of  repen- 
tance. Bishops  stationed  around  the  convention  center 
rubbed  ashes  on  wrists  and  offered  strips  of  rough  cloth  to 
be  worn  on  the  clothing  for  the  rest  of  General  Conference. 

Representatives  of  three  traditionally  African-Amer- 
ican Methodist  denominations  were  introduced: 

•  Bishop  McKinley  Young,  African  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  (AME); 

•  Bishop  Clarence  Car,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  Church  (AMEZ);  and 

•  Bishop  Nathaniel  Lindsey  and  Juanita  Young,  Chris- 
tian Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (CME). 

Recalling  the  history  of  American  Methodism, 
Bishop  Lindsey  said,  "We  appreciate  . . .  this  symbolic  act 
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of  repentance  and 
forgiveness.  As  we 
know,  a  symbol  par- 
ticipates in  the  reality 
. .  it  symbolizes.  I  see 
this  ritual  tonight  as 
an  act  of  supreme  im- 
portance. . . .  We  for- 
give you.  By  our 
entering  into  this  rit- 
ual of  forgiveness 
and  repentance,  we 
will  be  waiting  to  see 
what  will  happen. 
And  as  we  wait,  we 
will  be  working  with 
you.  .  .  .  We  want  to 
begin  anew,  to  the 
glory  of  God." 

The  history  of 
racism  and  separa- 
tion in  the  Methodist 
tradition  in  America 
was  presented  by 
Anthony  Alexander, 
portraying  African 
Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  founder 

Richard    Allen;    Dr. 

William  McClain;  and  Indiana  Area  Bishop  Woodie  W. 

White. 


Historical  Background 


RICHARD  ALLEN"— Anthonif  Alexander,  a 
delegate  from  the  Central  Pennsylivnia 
Conference,  portrays  Richard  Allen,  founder  of 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  during 
a  service  of  repentance  for  racism  at  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  2000  General  Conference  in 
Cleveland  —UMNS  Photo  by  ]ohn  C.  Goodwin. 


and  laity  might  sutter  it  they  were  suddenly  persons  of 
color,  including  loss  of  appointments  and  leadership  posi- 
tions. 

The  worship  bulletin  described  the  experience  as  not 
a  "comfortable  service  of  worship."  McCallister  Hollins, 
newly  elected  vice  chair  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  (BMCR),  said,  "It  is  my  prayer  you  will  be  sensi- 
tive to  the  pain  of  those  of  us  who  are  African  Americans 
and  United  Methodists.  For  as  the  service  was  formed,  we 
believe  that  there  should  have  been  more  sensitivity,  but 
we  find  ourselves  at  this  place.  Some  of  us  were  planning 
to  walk  out  tonight.  But  I  plan  to  stay.  I  hope  others  will 
do  the  same,  as  we  have  that  responsibility  to  God  and  to 
one  another  as  members  of  this  great  church. . . .  May  this 
service  truly  be  more  than  just  a  litany  and  a  worship  ser- 
vice, but  a  means  of  us  beginning  to . . .  implement  ways  to 
become  the  true  family  of  God." 

The  ser\'ice  was  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli- 
gious  Concen\s  and  the  Council  of  Bishops.  A  study  is 
available  to  explore  the  historical  roots  of  racism  and  divi- 
sion in  the  church  and  to  prepare  other  United  Methodists 
for  acts  of  repentance. 

Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove,  retired  ecumenical  offi- 
cer for  the  Council  of  Bishops,  compared  lingering  racism 
in  the  church  to  "a  malignancy  in  the  bone  marrow  of  the 
church"  and  called  for  an  apology.  "It's  high  time  to  say 
we're  sorry,  and  only  the  conference  can  do  it." 

Also  participating  was  the  Ohio  Area  Ecumenical 
Choir,  composed  of  members  of  AME,  AMEZ  and  CME 
churches  and  directed  by  Tillie  Colter. 

—  Ann  Whiting 


In  the  early  19th  century,  three  Afri- 
can-American Methodist  denominations 
were  formed  as  African- American  Methodist 
clergy  and  laity  felt  increasingly  excluded 
from  the  majority  church.  McClain  said,  "The 
corporate  sin  of  racism  divided  the  early 
Methodist  family. ...  A  church  that  preached 
prevenient,  justifying,  sanctifying  grace,  and 
talked  the  liberating  gospiel  of  Jesus  Christ 
could  not  find  in  its  heart  the  will  and  a  way  to 
practice  what  it  preached  and  taught." 

In  its  history,  American  Methodism  split 
over  slavery  in  an  1844  schism  and  came  to- 
gether (along  with  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church)  in  1939,  but  with  a  non-geographical 
Central  jurisdiction  including  all  Afri- 
can-American churches  and  clergy.  The  Cen- 
tral Jurisdiction  was  eliminated  with  the  1968 
union  between  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 

Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 

,%,  .,  ,, „l  ^f  »„.»V.  ;«    REPENTANCESERVICE— MiwntrrrvCtmfrrmcrdrlfifalrf  tfrom  left)  lofW  May. :. 

There  is  more  than  a  kernel  ot  truth  in ,_  ,        .  __  -  ' 

Ooodpaftir  and  Dora '^  "7 

the  adage.  The  more  things  change,  the  more  repeniance  for  ransm  u  ns20O0 

things  remain  the  same."'  Bishop  White  went    General  Conference  m  CUivUnJ-  — ilVLVi  riu:o  by  Mikt  DuBo$e 

on  to  suggest  the  consequences  White  clergy 
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Delegates  Gut  Restructure  Proposal, 
But  Keep  Guiding  Principles 


A  massive  plan  to  restructure  the  United  Methodist 
hierarchy  was  whittled  down  to  a  few  paragraphs  by  del- 
egates of  the  2000  General  Conference. 

By  a  vote  of  784  to  144,  top  decision-makers  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  rebuffed  the  53-page  report 
and  recommendations  of  the  Connectional  Process  Team 
(CPT),  and  basically  agreed  to  maintain  the  denomina- 
tion's current  structure. 

The  four-year  study  group  had  proposed: 

•  creating  a  global  governing  body  of  the  church,  of 
which  the  U.S.  church  would  be  a  sub-unit; 

•  doing  away  with  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM);  and 

•  creating   "covenant  councils"  at  all  levels  of  the 
church  to  guide  the  denomination's  mission  and  life. 

Instead,  General  Conference  delegates  affirmed  only 
the  broad  "transformational  directions"  the  study  team 
had  recommended,  and  referred  those  to  the  GCOM,  the 
program  coordinating  body  for  churchwide  work.  The 
transformational  directions  ask  the  church  at  all  levels  to: 

•  center  on  Christian  formation; 

•  call  forth  covenant  leadership; 

•  empower  the  connection  for  ministry; 

•  strengthen  global  and  ecumenical  dialogue  and  rela- 
tionships; and 

•  encourage  dialogue  around  church  doctrine  and 
theological  understanding. 

In  a  separate  action,  delegates  agreed  to  set  up  a 
churchwide  body  to  do  planning  and  research  and  to 
evaluate  the  emerging  needs  of  the  church.  The  new  entity 
would  also  do  specific  research  for  the  Central  Confer- 
ences (regional  units  outside  the  United  States).  The  ac- 
tion provides  for  a  gathering  of  researchers  and  church 
leaders  whose  work  would  inform  the  actions  of  future 
General  Conferences.  The  original  CPT  report  had  also 
recommended  research  and  ongoing  study  of  congrega- 
tional and  churchwide  needs. 

These  General  Conference  actions  are  the  culmina- 
tion of  a  four-year  process  during  which  the  CPT  met  with 
church  leaders  and  grass-roots  members,  considered  the 
denomination's  heritage  and  mission,  and  studied  the 
challenges  facing  the  church  in  an  increasingly  global  con- 
text. More  than  1 .2  million  United  Methodists  live  in  the 


Central  Conferences  in  Europe,  Africa  and  Asia.  U.S. 
membership  stands  at  about  8.4  million. 

The  38-member  CPT  cost  the  church  $660,000  during 
its  four  years  of  work. 

Concerns  about  CPT 

The  team's  proposals  sought  to  make  United  Meth- 
odists outside  the  United  States  more  equal  players  in 
church  leadership  by  creating  a  Global  Conference  to  re- 
place the  General  Conference,  the  top  legislative  body. 
The  U.S.  church  would  have  become  a  geographic  central 
conference  under  the  CPT  plan. 

But  the  proposal  was  met  with  resistance  from 
church  leaders  in  the  months  leading  up  to  the  May  2-12 
legislative  session.  By  the  time  the  proposal  went  to  legis- 
lative committee,  many  church  watchers  agreed  it  was 
dead  on  arrival. 

In  recommending  the  severely  slimmed  down  "Liv- 
ing into  the  Future"  petition,  including  the 
transformational  directions.  North  Georgia  delegate  Tom 
Jackson  said  he  objected  to  the  "top-down,  radical 
changes"  and  "imposition  of  structure"  in  the  original 
CPT  report.  Still,  he  affirmed  the  general  directions  that 
had  guided  the  team's  work. 

North  Texas  delegate  Mary  Brooke  Casad  tried  to 
resurrect  a  centerpiece  of  the  team's  work  with  an  amend- 
ment to  replace  the  GCOM  and  create  a  "transformational 
leadership  team,"  which  would  bring  new  recommenda- 
tions on  structure  to  the  2004  General  Conference. 

Another  member  of  her  delegation,  the  Rev.  Scott  J. 
Jones,  agreed.  "1  yearn  for  a  church  that  is  more  effective 
and  more  global  than  it  is  now,"  he  said.  "Do  we  trust  an 
agency  that  has  been  around  for  28  years  and  which  has 
an  investment  in  the  status  quo  to  lead  us  to  renewal?" 
(The  current  church  structure  and  its  agencies — including 
the  GCOM — were  created  in  1972.) 

In  the  end,  however,  delegates  seemed  to  agree  with 
the  Rev.  David  L.  Severe,  a  district  superintendent  from 
Oklahoma.  "The  General  Council  on  Ministries  is  the  only 
agency  with  representatives  from  every  annual  confer- 
ence," Severe  said.  "We  need  the  centrality  of  that  kind  of 
grass-roots  representation  to  guide  our  future  mission." 

Illinois  Area  Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher 
chaired  the  CPT. 

— M.  Garlinda  Burton 
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Social  Principles  Resolutions  Call 
for  Environmental,  Social  and  Global  Justice 


Unified  on  the  first  day  of  deliberations  by  their  fight 
for  justice  on  behalf  of  Central  Conference  delegates  de- 
nied translators  in  the  committees  to  which  they  had  been 
assigned  vote,  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Church  and 
Society  diNided  over  only  three  resolutions  of  the  149  as- 
signed them.  Nearly  every  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee was  affirmed  by  the  plenary. 

The  delegates  did  accept  a  minority  report  amending 
the  preface  of  the  Social  Principles  making  it  clear  the  doc- 
ument is  a  "call  to  faithfulness"  and  "not  church  law." 
This  action  came  after  language  concerning  holy  unions 
was  moved  out  of  the  Social  Principles  to  the  ministry  sec- 
tions of  the  Discipline. 

In  many  instances,  the  legislative  committee 
amended  resolutions  to  convert  U.S.-based  legislation  to  a 
global  focus.  One  of  the  most  noteworthy  examples  was 
Resolution  30587,  calling  for  capital  punishment  to  be 
abolished  in  the  United  States  and  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee to  call  for  its  abolition  in  all  nations  of  the  world. 
Similarly,  the  already-sweeping  anti-gun  legislation  was 
amended  on  the  floor  to  call  for  a  ban  on  guns  in  any  na- 
tion where  The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a  presence. 

One  contentious  debate  resulted  over  a  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  resolution.  It  called  for  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  (GBCS)  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (GBGM)  Women's  Di- 
vision to  expand  their  campaign  to  alert  constituencies 
about  the  threat  of  lost  reproductive  and  end-of-life  health 
care  in  the  case  of  increasing  hospital  mergers.  The  com- 
mittee split  62  -  20  favoring  concurrence.  The  minority 
concern  was  that  providing  information  about  the  threat 
of  losing  contraceptive,  fertility,  and  AIDS/HIV  services 
would  amount  to  ad%'ocacy  for  those  services. 

Delegates  added  a  sentence  to  the  Social  Principles 
calling  for  an  end  to  so-called  "partial  birth  abortions"  ex- 
cept when  the  physical  life  of  the  mother  is  in  danger  and 
no  other  medical  procedure  is  available,  or  in  the  case  of 
severe  fetal  anomalies  incompatible  with  life. 

A  GBCS  resolution  opposing  prison  privatization 
was  approved.  At  issue  are  the  motivations  for  imple- 
menting restorative  justice  when  keeping  more  criminals 
in  prison  for  longer  terms  reaps  more  profit  for 
prison-ownmg  corporations. 

Environmental  petitions  were  largely  successful,  in- 
cluding those  which: 

•  expanded  the  Paragraph  64  definition  of  creation; 

•  called  for  an  end  to  mountamtop-removal  coal  min- 
ing and  a  phase-out  in  dioxin  production.; 

•  asked  for  reduced  water-usage;  and 

•  required  United  Methodist  general  boards  and  agen- 
cies to  use  recycled  paper  within  four  years.  The  last 


resolution,  hotly  contested  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  as  financially  unfeasible,  was  ap- 
proved, then  sent  to  GCFA  to  report  on  its  financial 
implications.  GCFA  overrode  the  General  Confer- 
ence vote,  removing  the  time  line  and  recommend- 
ing implementation  "where  economicallv  feasible." 

Economic  Justice  Resolutions  Passed 

•  calling  for  a  boycott  of  USA  Today,  the  Drlr.ul  V>ws 
and  the  Detroit  Free  Press; 

•  supporting  access  to  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
programs  for  African-American  farmers;  and 

•  supporting  the  rights  to  organize  and  collective-bar- 
gaining. 

Supported  Health-related  Proposals 

•  affirming  the  National  Comprehensive  Tobacco 
Control  Legislation; 

•  encouraging  organ  donation;  and 

•  calling  for  the  end  of  a  religious  exception  to  a  par- 
ent's right  to  withhold  medical  care  from  a  child 
without  risking  neglect  and  abuse  charges. 

Two  resolutions  supporting  the  needs  of  older  adults 
passed,  and  The  United  Methodist  Church  was  called 
upon  to  declare  universal  health  care  a  basic  human  right. 
On  the  genetics  front.  General  Conference  opposed  hu- 
man-germ-line therapies,  rejected  human  cloning  and 
called  for  the  GBCS  to  form  a  bioethics  task  force  on  rele- 
vant ethical  issues. 

Anti-gun  legislation,  not  passed  at  the  1996  General 
Conference,  was  not  only  approved  but  expanded  by  the 
committee  to  include  handguns  and  by  the  plenary  to  call 
for  a  gun  ban  in  all  nations  where  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  presence. 

A  world  perspective  was  reflected  in  legislation: 

•  to  pardon  Latin-American  debt  as  an  aid  to  reestab- 
lishing human  lives; 

•  to  call  for  the  United  States  to  pro\ide  a  framework 
to  end  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict; 

•  to  seek  justice  for  Filipino  World  War  II  veterans; 
and 

•  to  call  for  GBCS  and  other  agencies  to  bring  an  end  to 
the  oppression  of  Native  Americans. 

Immigration  resolutions  called  for  economic,  politi- 
cal, and  environmental  justice  for  those  living  along  the 
Mexico  border,  for  abolishing  the  Illegal  Immigration  Re- 
form and  Immigrant  Resolution  Act,  and  for  working  to- 
ward welfare  benefits  for  legal  immigrants. 

— Gretchen  Hakola 
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Youth,  Young  Adults:  'We're  the  Church  of  Today' 


They  are  clear  to  point  out  they  are  the  church  of  to- 
day, not  tomorrow.  They  are  clear  they  don't  agree  on  ev- 
ery issue,  but  they  love  the  church  and  can  work  together 
to  benefit  the  world  and  fulfill  Christ's  mission. 

They  are  the  youth  and  young  adult  delegates  who 
created  space  for  togetherness  and  dialogue,  even  as  the 
adults  at  General  Conference  talked  of  disagreement  and 
discord. 

"Of  course  I  think  we  do  a 
better  job  getting  along,"  said 
Memphis  Conference  delegate 
Craig  Tate,  19. 

"I  think  a  lot  of  good 
work  has  gone  on,  but  there 
has  also  been  a  lot  that  is  frus- 
trating," added  Northern  Illi- 
nois Conference  delegate  Ana 
Kelsey-Powell,  17. 

General  Conference  dele- 
gates demonstrated  their  sup- 
port for  youth  by  supporting 
the  Shared  Mission  Focus  on 
Young  People.  The  $3  million 
allocation  will  go  to  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  youth  and  young 
adult  delegation  met  together 
during  the  celebrations  and 
frustrations  of  General  Confer- 
ence to  discuss  the  tough  is- 
sues before   them,   including 

homosexuality.  During  plenary  session  breaks,  they  gath- 
ered informally  in  their  own  room  to  talk  about  the  day's 
issues  and  concerns. 

Part  of  their  ability  to  get  along  and  work  together 
came  from  pre-conference  organizational  efforts. 

"The  youth  organized  ahead  of  time  for  this  confer- 
ence," explained  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference  dele- 
gate Shawn  Hartman,  22.  "We  had  our  own  room,  e-mail 
list  and  leadership  team.  We  were  connected  and  knew 
each  other  through  e-mail  and  our  organization." 

Hartman,  who  was  also  a  delegate  in  1996,  said  the 
young  people  had  more  of  a  fellowship  and  community 
atmosphere  in  Cleveland  than  in  Denver.  "We  come 
down  to  the  room  [to]  talk  and  visit.  We  don't  get  lost  in 
our  delegations,"  he  said. 

All  four  young  people  said  adult  delegates  were  sur- 
prised at  their  church  knowledge.  "Overall  our  voices  re- 
ceived a  good  response,  but  sometimes  the  adults  were 


Delegate  Lane  Winn  helps  present  a 
on  Young  People. 


shocked  we  had  our  own  opinions  on  certain  issues," 
Kelsey-Powell  said.  "We  actually  know  what  we're  talk- 
ing about."  This  is  not  always  the  case  in  the  church,  she 
said.  "There  were  a  lot  of  things  that  felt  like  injustices. 
You  feel  like  your  vote  doesn't  matter,  but  you  know  in 
the  long  run  it  does." 

Rocky  Mountain  Conference  delegate  Jana  M. 
Bennett,  24,  said  the  defeat  of 
much  of  the  anti-youth  legis- 
lation demonstrates  their  im- 
pact on  General  Conference. 
"People  are  recognizing  we 
[will]  be  moving  the  church 
into  directions  we  think  it 
needs  to  go,  to  do  ministry 
with  people  in  our  age 
group,"  she  said. 

She  hopes  the  church  will 
increase  its  efforts  to  reach  out  to 
youth  and  young  adults  and 
make  room  for  their  questions 
and  doubts.  "I  don't  think  the 
church  is  open  to  that  kind  of 
doubt  and  the  kind  of  pressing 
questions  we  ask,"  Bennett  said. 
"I  almost  felt  like  leaving  the 
church  because  1  didn't  know 
where  to  tum,  because  there 
wasn't  any  forum  for  discus- 
sion. What  was  helpful  for  me 
was  learning  John  Wesley  went 
through  the  exact  same  thing." 

Looking  toward  the  future  of  the  church  and  General 
Conference  2004,  the  young  people  hope  United  Method- 
ists will  learn  to  agree  to  disagree.  "We're  probably  not  as 
split  as  the  adults,"  said  Kelsey-Powell.  "Our  generation, 
as  a  huge  generalization,  is  much  more  accepting.  We're 
more  open." 

Tate  also  hopes  for  a  better  understanding  of  who 
United  Methodists  are  as  a  church.  "I  pray  we  can  come  to 
a  general  consensus  with  one  another  over  hard  issues 
like  homosexuality." 

Hartman  hopes  to  return  to  Pittsburgh  for  his  third 
General  Conference,  but  he  is  concerned  about  the 
church's  future.  "I'm  terribly  afraid  of  the  explosiveness 
that  2004  could  bring  on  all  sides.  We've  seen  a  regional- 
ism develop  here  that's  not  going  to  get  better.  There  has 
to  be  a  way  to  adjust  the  equity  in  the  system,"  he  said. 

—  Kurt  Gwartney 


report  on  the  Shared  Mission  Focus 
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Life,  Rights  of  People  Worldwide  Claim  Delegates'  Attention 


Despite  lengthy  debates  on  internal  matters,  General 
Conference  delegates  passed  legislation  reflecting  the  de- 
nomination's traditional  concern  about  the  life  and  rights 
of  people  around  the  world. 

Bishop  Juan  Vera  Mendez  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Puerto  Rico,  for  example,  arrived  late  at  the  quadren- 
nial meeting  because  he  and  other  Methodists  were  ar- 
rested May  4  during  a  peaceful  demonstration  against  the 
U.S.  naval  occupation  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Island  of 
Vieques.  General  Conference  also  approved  a  resolution 
calling  for  an  end  to  the  military  occupation. 

Special  concerns  for  the  suffering  of  children  led  del- 
egates to  overwhelmingly  urge  the  United  Nations  to  lift 
the  10-year-old  economic  sanctions  against  Iraq.  UNICEF 
estimates  that  5,000  to  6,000  children  die  each  month  as  a 
direct  result  of  the  sanctions. 

Delegates  called  for  an  end  to  armed  conflicts  in  Si- 
erra Leone,  the  Philippines  and  the  Democratic  Republic 
of  Congo.  As  General  Conference  met,  a  loosely  held 
peace  in  Sierra  Leone  disintegrated,  and  Islamic  rebels  in 
the  Philippines  continued  to  hold  hostages.  United  Meth- 
odists affirmed  their  financial,  political  and  spiritual  sup- 
port for  the  Congo  peace  initiatives  of  the  All  Africa 


Congress  of  Churches  and  Central  Congo  Area  Bishop 
Onema  Fama. 

Reflecting  on  a  historical  conflict,  the  conference  si- 
lently remembered  those  who  died  dunng  World  War  II, 
including  25  percent  of  the  population  of  Russia. 

By  a  large  majority,  delegates  endorsed  a  total  ban  on 
most  handguns  and  automatic  weapons  in  all  countries 
where  the  church  has  a  presence. 

Other  approved  resolutions  focused  on  such  global 
issues  as  the  rights  of  religious  minorities  in  India,  the  in- 
ternational treaty  to  ban  landmines,  the  pitfalls  of  a  global 
economy,  responsible  travel,  and  new  mission  work  in 
Indochina. 

For  the  first  time,  a  United  Methodist  bishop  living 
outside  the  United  States — Manila  Area  Bishop  Emerito 
P.  Nacpil  of  the  Philippines  -  delivered  the  traditional 
Episcopal  Address  to  the  assembly.  Roldolfo  Beltran  of 
the  Philippines  was  elected  as  the  first  Judicial  Council 
member  from  the  Central  Conferences.  Concerns  regard- 
ing a  lack  of  translators  and  increased  representation  of 
the  Central  Conferences  also  were  addressed. 

— Linda  Bloom 


Church  Nurtures  Mission,  Ministry  Through  Higher  Education 


Delegates  addressed  several  issues  that  have  an  im- 
pact on  the  church's  mission  in  education.  They: 

•  approved  a  $300  million  development  fund  for  the  1 1 
historically  Black  colleges  and  universities  to  be 
raised  from  individual  donors  over  a  25-year  period; 

•  affirmed  Africa  University,  recommending  financial 
apportionments  to  expand  programs; 

•  affirmed  the  significant  mission  of  the  four  women's 
colleges  related  to  the  denomination; 

•  approved  the  development  of  an  endowment  fund  to 
address  the  indebtedness  of  seminary  students; 

•  encouraged  IcKal  churches  to  use  the  revised  study. 
Education:  Gift  of  Hope,  an  examination  of  United 
Methodist  involvement  in  educational  access  and 
opportunity,  and  suggesting  how  United  Methodists 
can  become  involved  in  supp>orting  public  educa- 
tion; and 

•  retained  United  Methodist   Student  Day  as  a  sepa- 
rate churchwide  special  Sunday  with  offering. 
Several  issues  were  addressed  that  had  an  impact  on 

ministry: 

•  Candidates  for  ordained  and  licensed  ministry  shall 
be  members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  two 
years  before  beginning  the  candidacy  process. 

•  A  new  definition  of  commissioning  defines  it  as  an 
act  of  the  church  that  publicly  acknowledges  God's 
call  and  the  response  of  the  candidate. 


Local  pastor  license  was  changed  to  "license  for  pas- 
toral ministry"  and  will  include  commissioned  pro- 
bationers and  local  pastors. 

Local  pastors  may  be  appointed  to  the  same  church 
after  reaching  the  mandatory  retirement  age. 
A  retired  clergy  member  of  the  annual  conference  is 
eligible  to  receive  an  appointment  to  the  same  af>- 
pointment  from  which  he  or  she  has  been  retired. 
Disability  leave  was  changed  to  "incapacity"  leave. 
A  revised  process  for  administrative  and  judicial 
complaints  was  approved. 

The  deadline  for  persons  seeking  to  meet  require- 
ments for  ministry  under  the  1992  Book  of  Discipline 
was  set  as  Dec.  31,  2008.  Associate  members  and 
diaconal  ministers  seeking  to  enter  conference  mem- 
bership under  provision  of  Par.  365.2-3  was  set  as 
Dec.  31,2004. 

The  conference  board  of  ordained  ministry  may  in- 
clude diaconal  ministers  and  a  local  pastor  with 
voice  but  no  vote. 

Rural  chaplaincy  was  commended  and  affirmed. 
Support  was  given  to  the  current  Ministerial  Educa- 
tion Fund  formula. 

Financial  support  was  approved  for  theological  edu- 
cation in  Eastern  Europe. 

— Duane  A.  Ewers 
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Committee  Adjusts  Congregational  Leadership  Structure 


The  Local  Church  Legislative  Committee  renamed 
two  church  groups,  refocused  and  redefined  two  others^  It 
turned  back  proposals  to  let  congregations  leave  the  de- 
nomination with  their  property  or  to  affiliate  with  unoffi- 
cial caucuses.  .. 

Delegates  encouraged  renammg  and  expandmg 
youth  ministry  with  the  creation  of  a  Council  for  Youth 
Empowerment  in  each  charge  conference.  Three-fourths 
of  the  members  of  this  council  would  be  youth,  as  would 
all  officers.  Membership  includes  youth  workers  as  well. 
Renaming  and  redefinition  changed  the  Committee 
on  Nomination  and  Personnel  into  the  Committee  on  Lay 
Leadership,  charged  with  identifying  and  deploying 
Christian  spirihial  leadership  for  the  congregation.  The 
pastor  remains  the  chair  for  the  committee. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  on  Staff-Parish  (or  Pas- 
tor-Parish) Relations  was  refocused  to  include  assisting 
the  pastor(s)  and  staff  to  assess  their  gifts  and  setting  pri- 
orities for  leadership  and  service. 

In  other  actions,  the  Local  Church  Legislative  Com- 
mittee: ■   t    t,  J 
•  allowed  district  superintendents  to  appoint  shidy 
groups  to  assess  the  viability  of  marginal  congrega- 
tions; 


o 


•  required  a  pastor  be  informed  when  a  meeting  i; 
held  at  which  her/his  continued  appointment  is  be- 
ing discussed,  but  rejected  that  requirement  foi 
non-appointed  church  employees; 

•  added  earth  advocacy  chairperson,  small-grouf 
ministries  coordinator,  and  scouting  coordinator  t( 
the  list  of  optional  offices; 

•  allowed  legal  guardians  to  speak  for  persons  whos 
disabilities  prevent  them  from  assuming  the  vows  " 
membership; 

•  encouraged  congregations  that  build  or  remodel  t< 
make  their  chancel  areas  accessible; 

•  removed  the  requirement  that  confirmation  classe 
be  conducted  annually  in  each  congregation; 

•  refused  to  allow  absentee  balloting  at  charge  confei 

ences;  , 

•  refused  to  limit  the  annual  conference  lay  member 
term  to  four  consecutive  years; 

•  continued     the     denomination's     prohibition 
rebaptism  and  rejected  a  service  of  dedication  of 
fants  as  an  alternative  to  baptism;  and 

•  kept  the  time  requirement  for  removal  of  a  na 
from  the  membership  roll  at  two  years. 

—  Tom  Sli 


What  Happened  in  Cleveland? 


Delegates  and  visitors  arrived  at  General  Con- 
ference with  hopes  and  dreams  for  their  church. 
Caucus  groups,  petitions,  and  legislative  commit- 
tees provided  input  and  direction.  General  Confer- 
ence is  the  only  body  that  can  speak  for  the 
denomination,  and  people  listened  carefiilly  to  hear 
it  speak.  While  the  church  spoke  in  many  ways,  with 
many  clear  directions,  its  raised  voice  deeply  af- 
fected delegates  and  visitors  alike.  The  homosexual- 
ity-related debates  and  protests  of  May  10-11  will 
ring  in  the  ears  of  all  who  attended.  Those  who  fol- 
lowed the  events  from  home  were  aware  the  church 
was  in  pain. 

The  final  day  of  General  Conference  2000  had  a 
feeling  of  sadness  and  an  overwhelming  concern  for 
the  healing  that  must  happen  at  Christ's  table.  It  did- 
n't matter  what  side  of  the  issue  a  delegate  was  on; 
everyone  could  palpate  the  hurt  and  concern  for 
Christ's  church. 

Perhaps  the  pain  was  best  expressed  by  Bishop 
Talbert  in  the  final  moments  of  General  Conference; 


"Just  to  remind  you,  this  is  your  much-maligned 
bishop  of  the  California-Nevada  Annual  Confer- 
ence, and  1  want  you  to  know  that  we  in  the  Califor- 
nia-Nevada Annual  Conference  pride  ourselves  in 
being  good  United  Methodists.  And  I  would  hope 
that  we  would  use  this  as  an  opportimity  to  remind 
ourselves  that  when  one  is  maligned,  it  would  be 
courteous  to  at  least  have  a  conversation  with  that 
person  before  you  make  your  final  judgements.  I  am 
a  proud  bishop  of  this  church.  I  have  done  my  best  to 
be  faithfiil.  I  have  upheld  every  law  of  the  church. 
What  I  have  refiised  to  do  is  to  allow  my  mind  and 
my  ft-eedom  to  speak,  to  be  chained.  I  think  that  is 
the  official  position  of  the  church." 

This  General  Conference  made  some  clear  deci- 
sions. Their  impact  and  effect  on  the  church  will 
soon  be  felt.  Every  United  Methodist  needs  to  be  in 
prayer  for  the  church  we  love.  May  God's  Holy 
Spirit  give  us  strength,  wisdom,  and  heahng  as  we 
go  forth  to  serve  the  living  Christ  in  the  world. 

— Brad  Mot  t a 


